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After  a delay  much  greater  than  was  anticipated,  the  editor  has  at  last  the  pleasure  to 
present  his  readers  with  the  Index  for,  and  a voluminous  Appendix  to,  the  third  volume  of 
the  Weekly  Register.  He  flatters  himself  that  the  index  will  be  found  to  answer  all 
the  purposes  designed;  for,  considering  it  of  the  last  importance  to  the  utility  of  the  work, 
and  feeling  th'e  too  general  imperfection  of  things  of  this  kind- — a plan,  differing  in  some  re- 
spects from  that  hitherto  pursued,  has  been  adopted,  which  appears  to  combine  simplicity 
with  clearness.  In  the  choice  of  matter  for  the  appendix  we  were  chiefly  guided  by  the  will 
to  add  value  to  the  Register  as  a common  reference — and  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the 
selection,  we  claim  this  merit,  that  the  gratuity  cost  us  $ 600. 

At  the  70th  number  we  suspended  nearly  500  papers  for  the  want  of  attention  to  the 
terms  on  which  it  is  published.  This  was  thought  a harsh  messure  by  some  ; but  it  should 
be  recollected  that  the  validity  of  every  periodical  work  depends- — not  upon  the  number  of 
its  subscribers,  but  upon  their  punctuality.  Notwithstanding  this  procedure  the  list  cl  our 
names  has  increased. 

With  an  honest  pride,  sustained  by  the  favorable  manner  in  which  the  Weekly  Regis- 
ter is  received  by  the  public,  the  editor  will  zealously  pursue  the  general  plan  of  the  work 
-—and  while  he  shall  refuse  to  interfere  in  any  of  the  party  disputes  of  the  times,  do  his 
best  to  maintain  the  cause  of  the  republic  against  all  its  enemies:  foreign  and  domestic.  Cut 
the  leading  object  shall  be  to  collect  and  preserve  an  honest  history  and  record  of  the  events 
of  the  times,  documental,  military  and  miscellaneous. 

We  have  only  to  add,  (for  it  will  give  pleasure  to  the  friends  of  the  Work)  that  if  the  Re- 
gister yields  to  no  work  in  America  as  to  the  number  of  copies  printed,  it  has  equal  high 
ground  in  regard  to  the  respeetabilitv  of  its  subscribers  ; and  that,  lately,  many  of  the  most 
prominent  characters  in  the  United  States  are  added  to  its  patrons. 

Baltimore,  June  10,  1813, 
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FOR  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

Extract  from  an  Oration , on  Literature , 

Delivered  in  Tennessee. 

An  important  enquiry,  involved  in  this  subject,  re* 
gar-ds  the  probable  character  of  the  human  species, 
uninfluenced  by  literature.  There  is  also  a second 
enquiry,  not  less  important  than  the  former,  which, 
respects  the  amelioration  of  the  early  condition  and 
character  of  the  human  race,  under  the  progressive 
influence  of  literary  refinement. 

To  preserve  and'  perpetuate  his  existence,  were, 
perhaps  the  first  employments  of  man. — To  perform 
these  duties  effectively,  he  had  to  declare  war  against 
every  thing  hostile  to  his  life  and  its  preservation, 
and,  to  appropriate  to  his  own  use,  whatever  he  found 
beneficial  in  the  universe  around  him.  Feeling  no- 
thing but  the  pressure  of  increasing  wants,  his  pas- 
sions Avere  inflamed  in  proportion  ; destitute  of  a 
knoAvledge  of  his  own,  and  the  rights  of  others,  the 
obsequious  slave  of  impulse,  and  ruled  by  the  storms 
of  unsubdued  passions — collision,  anarchy  and  des* 
potism,  successively,  and  in  turn  assailed  him  ! 


It  shall  be  delivered  in  the  city  and  precincts  of  for,  the  law  of  force,  the  dominion  of  physical  poAV- 
altimore  on  the  day  of  publication — and  be  careful-  er  alone,  could  restrain  and  repress  the  rapine  of  sel- 
fish want,  crush  the  anarchy  of  contending  individu- 


als, and  reduce  to  order  and  silence,  the  confl  actions 
and  the  clamors,  of  rapacity  and  ignorance  ! — As  yet, 
reason  had  not  operated  powerfully,  for  she  had  ac- 
quired but  few  data,  from  which  to  infer  the  future, 
by  the  past  of  man.  Experience  had  not,  as  yet, 
even  strongly  inculcated  the  utility  of  reason  and  re- 
flection ; it  had  not  exemplified,  recurring  to  pre* 
ceding  ages,  that  human  happiness  might  be  the 
product  of  profound  investigation  of  the  true  causes 
of  misery,  and  that  a profound  knowledge  of  truth 
Avas  only  to  be  found  in  the  labyrinths  of  experimen- 
tal error.  In  fine,  experience  had  not  yet  intimated 
to  man  the  gradual  progression  by  winch  errors  of 
opinion,  and  derelictions  of  conduct,  could  be  instru- 
mental in  advancing  his  steps  to  happiness  and  truth,. 
Individuals,  families  and  nations  were  wandering  in 
a maze  of  conjecture  and  uncertainty,  with  regard 
to  the  past,  and  listening,  with  puerile  credulity  and 
superstitious  atve,  to  the  traditionary  lore  of  ignor- 
ance, infirmity  and  garrulous  old  age.  Literature 
had  not  yet  unveiled,  upon  the  page  of  history,  the 
means  by  which  sagacious  and  enlightened  police 
could  give  elevation,  prosperity  and  power  to  human 
institutions — It  had  not  yet  enabled  the  philosophic., 
politician  to  detect  the  lurking  principles  of  defec- 
tion and  decay,  that  after  receiving  life  and  activity 
from  the  depravit.es  inseparable  from  ignorance, 
luxury  and  idleness,  paralized  the  virtues  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  sported  with  the  fate  of  nations.  It  had  not 
yet  enabled  him  to  trace  the  corrupt  influences  of-vev 
nai  administration  upon  the  best  constituted  govern- 
ments, and  to  cut  off  the  fountains  of  defection  and. 
ruin,  before  they  had  sapped  the  foundations  of  popu- 
lar confidence,  and  alienated  from  such  government* 
the  attachments  of  the  people.  It  had  not  yet  enabled 
him  to  distinguish  between  the  patriot  and  dema- 
gogue; to  demonstrate,  that  in  their  private  charac- 
ters alone  Avere  to  be  found  the  only  evidences  of  po- 
litical virtue  and  depravity— it  had  not  taught  him 
the  salutary  lesson,  that  the  former,  cannot  be  injvu-i- 
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ous,  nor  the  latter  beneficial  to  the  happiness  of  a 
people.  Hut  let  us  endeavor  to  trace,  with  as  much 
precision  as  is  possible,  tile  ameliorating  influence 
of  literature,  upon  the  individual  and  private  charac- 
ters of  men.  And,  here  we  may  venture,  to  remark, 
that  not  only  the  dispositions,  but  the  very  manners 
and  aspect  of  the  people  of  different  countries  can 
undergo  material  al  erations,  from  the  accessions  of 
knowledge  and  refinement  which  literature  is  calcu- 
lated to  imparl.  Perhaps  it  might  he  found,  upon 
experiment  and  investigation,  that  the  dejected,  vm- 
d.cUve  and  sangu.nai-y  countenance  of  the  poor  In- 
dian of  our  western  forest:;,  may,  in  some  measure, 
be  characterized  by  the  condition  of  his  mind.  Is  it 
easily  to  be  doubted,  that  mental  culture  would  open 
to  him  new  sources  of  enjoyment,  and,  by  imparting 
fervor  and  activity  to  a languid  imagination,  bright- 
en. the  gloomy  expression  winch  at  present  charac- 
terizes his  melancholy  aspect  P Can  it  be  doubted, 
that  mental  culture  would  discover  to  him  the  true 
springs  of  human  action,  and  by  imparting  a stron- 
ger faith  in  ins  own  knowledge  of  the  motives  which 
actuate  enlightened  minds,  efface  the  indications  of 
suspicion  from  Ins  features,  and  clothe  them  with 
the  fascinations  of  open  energy,  and  the  magnani- 
mous indications  of  settled  and  systematic  bravery  ? 
Can  it  be  doubted,  that  +he  cultivation  of  Ins  mind, 
would,  by  rendering  him  conscious  of  equality  with 
the  courtly  European  and  American  votaries  of  lite- 
rature, enlighten  the  ssvage  expressions  which  breathe 
the  treacheries  of  a timid  sou',  and  efface  the  charac- 
teristics of  an  unhallowed  propensity  to  revenge  ? 
Can  if  be  doubted,  that  an  accession  of  mental  ener- 
gy would,  by  unfolding  the  criminality  of  wantonly 
shedding  the  blood  of  a fellow  being1,  animate  his  rug- 
ged features  with  the  m ild  serenity  of  benevolence, 
and  inculcate  a salutary  lesson  of  humanity  and  com- 
passion for  the  defenceless  ? — But,  what  influence 
would  a knowledge  of  literature  produce  upon  his 
domestic  enjoyments — and  what  innovations  would  it 
operate  in  his  political  institutions  ?• — It  would  teach 
him  to  feel  the  felicities  of  a local  attachment,  and 
be  would  be  no  longer  a vagabond.  It  would  instruct 
him  in  the  useful  art  of  procuring  for  himself,  not 
only  the  necessaries,  but  the  luxuries  of  life,  by  mo- 
derate exertion,  and  he  would  cease  to  be  a robber. 
It  would  impart,  to  his  mind  and  feelings,  that  just 
equipoise  of  strength  and  sensibility,  which  leads  to 
correct  perceptions  of  the  true  science  of  life.  And, 
can  we  imagine,  that,  possessing  a knowledge  of  the 
genuine  policy  of  governments,  his  political  institu- 
tions would  exhibit  such  a compound  P — of  elemen- 
tal v principles,  neither  defined  nor  understood ; — -of 
laws  enfeebled  by  opposition,  and  nearly  depending 
for  existence  upon  individual  consent  P And,  let  us 
even  proceed  to  examine,  and  compare,  with  the  pre- 
sent generations  of  Europe,  the  savage  character  of 
our  own  ancestors,  and  we  cannot  but  be  struck  with 
•the  contrast.  The  faithful  • page  of  history  might 
here  be  made  to  unrol  one  of  the  most  sanguinary 
pictures  upon  the  records  of  time.  Vfe  might  see  the 
country  from  which  our  forefathers  emigrated,  ravag- 
ed in  succession  by  military  despots,  who  were  suc- 
cessively allured  by  hopes  of  plunder,  to  wade  to  its 
empire  through  the  devastation  and  carnage  of  the  f 
.predecessors  i — And  we  could  be  at  no  loss  to  disco- 
ver,. in  the  hordes  of  barbarians  that  were  embodied 
for  such- conquest  and  robbery,  the  progenitors  of 
the  present  enlightened  inhabitants  of  Europe  and 
our  own  country.  Indeed,  it  is  not  improbable,  th: 
if  the  infancy  of  all  nations  could  be  passed  m review 
and  the  night  of  antiquity  invaded  by  the  genius  o: 
research,  we  could  scarcely  be  persuaded  to  recog- 
nize, in  the  civilization  of  die  present  generations, 
the  offspring  of  such  barbarous  .w*u  sanguinary  ages.. 


Fn'en  the  wars  of  those  times,  of  which  we  are  now 
speaking,  were  predicated  upon  other  principles  than 
at  present  agitate  the  continent  of  Europe.  The  right 
to  life,  to  liberty  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  product 
of  his  own  industry,  never  invited  the  ancient  illite- 
rate barbarian  either  to  aggression  or  defence.  lie 
knew  of  no  rights,  for  he  knew  not  the  principles  of 
his  own  nature  ; and  his  incentives  to  war  were  his 
wants  and  his  cupidity.  Right  was  a term  not  found 
m the  vocabulary  of  his  language ; power  gave  him 
his  title,  by  the  possession  of  whatever  could  allure 
his  rapacity.  lie  knew  little,  perhaps  nothing,  of 
the  lavas  of  nature  and  revelation,  and  he  was,  con- 
sequently, incapable  of  discovering  the  abstract  and 
immutable  principles  of  justice.  In  fine,  lie  was  ig1- 
norant;  and,  not  being  m possession  of  any  rccoid 
of  the  knowledge  and  the  fate  of  anterior  genera- 
tions, all  attempts  to  ameliorate  such  a condition 
were  fruitless — the  pinions  of  his  genius  drooped  in 
the  vacuum  of  antiquity  ! 

We  have  now  bestowed  some  attention,  upon  the 
probable  condition  of  our  species,  unrefined  by  litera- 
ture, and  unaided  by  the  knowledge  it  imparts  : let 
us  endeavor  to  trace  some  of  its  progressive  steps, 
and  salutary  influences  upon  individuals  and  nations. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  capacity  of  progress- 
ing in  knowledge,  distinguishes  humanity  from  the 
inferior  orders  ot  creation ; but,  there  can  be  little 
difficulty  in  also  acknowledging,  that  untaught  and 
savage  mar  is  but  one  remove  from  the  condition  of 
other  animals  in  the  universe.  Abandoned  to  the 
formation  of  his  own  destiny,  and  put  upon  the  disco- 
very of  means  to  procure  his  own  happiness,  after  his 
expulsion  from  Eden,  he  found  himself  m want  of 
every  thing,  and  pressed  upon  by  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  untried  existence.  Endowed  with  facul- 
ties of  strong  perception,  and  feeling  the  hostile  ac- 
tion of  the  elements  around  him,  experiment  disclos- 
ed the  means  of  ameliorating  his  painful  sensations, 
and  he  invested  his  body  with  attire.  The  importu- 
nities of  hunger  and  thirst  made, irresistible  claims 
on  him,  and  experience  suggested  the  means  of  alle- 
viation. Finding  himself  the  sport  of  elementary 
| commotion,  that  the  rains  deluged,  that  the  thunders 
j terrified,  and  that  the  very  animals  around  him  were 
| Ills  enemies,  lie  raised  a shed  to  cover,  and  a rampart 
| to  defend  him ; and,  it  was  not  until  after  he  had 
subdued  the  miseries  of  his  primitive  condition,  and 
felt  elation  at  the  conquest,  that  lie  found  leisure  to 
contemplate  himself  Finding,  that  nature  had  at- 
tached pleasurable  sensations  to  the  banishment  of 
his  painful  and  comfortless  situation,  and  that  he  was 
susceptible  of  higher  than  negative  enjoyments,  his 
faculties  were  roused,  and  he  sought  in  experiment  a 
knowledge  of  the  means  of  positive  happiness.  From 
tire  stores  of  his  memory,  he  drew  the  images  of  what 
had  afforded  him  pleasure,  and  what  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  pain  ; and,  reasoning  upon  the  future  by 
tile  past,  he  embraced  the  one  and  avoided  the  other. 
But,  die  knowledge’ of  what  experiment  had  impart- 
'd, would  be  of  no  importance  to  any  but  himself, 
and  those  who  would  listen  to  .the  simple  story  of  his 
xperience,  for  he  bad  no  authentic  means  of  ’trans- 
mitting his  knowledge  to  posterity  : tradition,  indeed, 
might  be  the  vehicle  of  its  conveyance,  to  perhaps 
die  third  successive  generation,  but,  what  mutiia- 
ioris  would  it  be  doomed  to  undergo,  from  ignorance 
nd  defective  memory.  Literature  alone  would  f:  r- 
nish  the  mean ° gf  its  authentic  transmission;  and  pre- 
serve, in  ur.f.  -i  \g  characters,  a legible  record  of  the 
hurip  ledge  and  the  fate  of  past  generations  ! But, 
...f iei*.  hating  made  the  discovery  of  Ins  capacity  for 
positive  enjoyment,  and  whilst  progressing1  in  the 
ielicitous-  experience  ’of  new  wants  with  the  means 
uf  auppiying  them,  man  forgot  to  calculate,  with  pre~ 
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vision,  how  much  was  required  to  render  h.m  happy 
‘—and  he  coveted  every  thing  around  him.  Omitting 
for  a time  to  reverence  the  admonitions  of  experience, 
which  in  vain  held  forth  the  salutary  lesson,  that  in 
order  to  secure  his  own,  he  must  respect  the  rights 
of  others,  he  became,  in  succession,  a prey  to  the 
confiictions  of  rapine,  and  the  ravages  of  war.  Find- 
ing, that  the  ties  of  common  interest,  and  the  senti- 
ments of  common  danger,  were  uniting  his  fellow 
beings  into  families,  tribes,  and  nations,  he  consented, 
from  necessity,  to  impart  to  rulers  of  his  own  se- 
lection the  rig’ht  to  command  his  concurrence  in 
strengthening  the  confederation  that  afforded  him 
protection.  And,  experience  disclosing  to  him  the 
necessity  of  establising  rules  for  the  adjustment  of 
his  claims,  and  tribunals  invested  with  power  to  en- 
force them  and  preserve  their  balance,  he  found,  in 
submitting  to  the  salutary  dictates  of  legislative  and 
judicial  wisdom,  security  for  the  protection  of  his 
rights,  and  liberty  for  their  enjoyment.  But.,  must 
not  succeeding  generations,  wanting  the  wisdom  of 
that  experience  which  gave  rise  to  the  salutary  insti- 
tutions of  their  predecessors,  have  fallen  into  anarchy 
and  confusion  ? How  easily,  in  fruition  and  the  lapse 
of  time,  must  they  have  parted  with  a remembrance 
of  the  genuine  value  of  all  the  institutions  of  their 
ancestors  ; — and,  because  tradition  could  not  revive, 
in  the  minds  of  succeeding,  the  wisdom  of  former 
ages — and,  there  existing  no  means  of  perpetuating 
a record  of  the  knowledge  and  the  fate  of  past  gene- 
rations, the  history  of  man,  before  the  birth  of  lite- 
rature, could  have  presented  nothing  but  a sanguina- 
ry catalogue  of  dreadful  revolutions  in  his  fortune. 
Discouraged  in  some  measure  by  his  want  of  success, 
and  losing  confidence  in  his  own  judgment,  man,  in 
the  vigor  of  life,  and  the  meridian  of  intellect,  was 
thus  seen  to  submit  himself  to  the  direction  and  con- 
trol of  traditionary  wisdom  issuing  from  the  trem- 
bling lips  of  infirm  and  superannuated  age  ! and, 
afeer  ascertaining  by  a lesson  of  experience  the  inu- 
tility of  applications  for  advice  to  such  an  oracle,  he 
voluntarily  submitted  his  judgment  to  the  dominion 
of  impostors  of  every  description — magicians,  astro- 
logers, soothsayers,  who,  pretending  to  a prescience 
of  the  future,  without  judging  by  the  past,  after  a 
circle  of  vicissitudes,  and  abuses  of  Christian  divini- 
ty, led  him,  a captive  of  the  grossest  superstitions,  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne  of  ecclesiastical  despotism  ! — 
At  length,  fatigued  and  disgusted  with  traditionary 
lore,  and  indignant  at  the  oppressive  impositions  of 
those  who  pretended  to  the  mysticisms  of  sorcery, 
magic  and  astrology,  and  recollecting  that  he  had 
only  learned  to  guard  against  evils  by  being  subject- 
ed to  their  influence,  he  began  to  suspect,  that  in  a 
knowledge  of  the  past  was  to  be  sought  the  only 
means  of  obviating  the  miseries  of  the  future.  He 
remembered,  among  many  oth<  r suggestions  of  pro- 
found reflection,  that  lie  had  detected  himself  in  de- 
viations from  his  own  happiness,  by  experiencing  the 
heavy  pressure  of  calamities  annexed  to  the  commis- 
sion of  certain  deeds,  and  he  formed  a code  of  laws, 
which  lie  denominated  those  of  nature.  Referring 
his  knowledge  of  particular  facts  to  the  discovery  of 
general  principles,  he  next  unfolded  the  elements  of 
science  ; and,  not  having  learned  as  yet  “ to  barter  so- 
lid strength  for  feeble  splendor,”  he  defined  them  to 
be  knowledge  explainable  upon  those  general  princi- 
ples. He  had  not  as  yet,  however,  found  means  of  per- 
petuating a knowledge  of  the  result  of  his  experi- 
ence, and  the  efforts  of  his  reason  : and,  feeling  some, 
vanity  for  his  exertions,and  willing  also  that  posterity 
might  be  benefited  by  his  discoveries,  and  eulogize 
h;s  memory,  he  tried  various  expedients,  to  leave  be- 
hind him  testimonies  of  his  sagacity,  and  monuments 
of  his  power.  Hieroglyphics  and  pyramids  were  re- 


sorted to  in  some  countries,  and  pillars  and  public 
edifices  inGthers.  But,  knowing  all  these  to  be  Jum- 
ble to  decay,  and  that  their  true  meaning*  might  be 
easily  misunderstood  or  forgotten,  he  was  not  sa- 
tisfied with  a medium  of  intelligence,  until  literature 
arose  to  record  the  knowledge  aiul  the  fate  of  past 'y  (hie* 
rations  ! — Then,  the  affections  of  man  for  his  poste- 
rity were  revived,  and  his  desire  to  be  remembered 
with  gratitude  and  admiration  was  spurred  into  new 
energy.  Feeling  a secret  pleasure  in  the  approba- 
tion of  his  contemporaries,  and  that  to  command, 
their  admiration  was  productive  of  happiness,  ha 
could  not  long  be  satisfied  with  their  praises  alone  ; 
but,  knowing*  the  means  to  be  within  his  reach*  and 
impelled  by  a sentiment  of  immortality , he  proceeded 
to  record  his  knowledge  and  experience*  and  the  de- 
sire of  fame  magnified  itself  into  a ruling  passion  !*— 
He  commenced,  by  perpetuating*,  in  literary  diame- 
ters, the  traditional  romances  of  heroes  and  distin- 
guished men;  and  because  the  powers  of  his  fancy 
were  inversely  to  his  acquisitions  of  rational  know- 
ledge, the  early  stages  of  his  literature,  present  no- 
thing but  poetical  descriptions  of  prodigies  that  ne- 
ver existed,  and  historical  transactions  that  defy  be- 
lief. But,  in  progress  of  time,  and  by  imperceptible} 
degrees,  experience  began  to  correct  the  exuberance 
of  imagination,  and  he  commenced  the  slow  and  pain- 
ful process  of  arriving  at  distinctions  between  the 
probable  and  impossible — until,  with  the  help  of  hie* 
roglyphical  and  other  fountains  of  ancient  lore,  he 
succeeded  in  transmitting  throug'h  successive  ages, 
a legible  record  of  the  knowledge  and  the  fate  of  past 
generations  !• — A record,  that  holds  up  to  our  view* 
the  memory  of  past  times,  and  the  science  of  ages  f 
that  perpetuates,  for  our  inspection,  the  lives  of  those 
of  our  progenitors  who  were  worthy  of  admiration 
and  fame,  and  prevents  the  oblivion  of  those  wiitf 
were  entitled  to  execration  and  infamy : that  lead# 
us,  easily,  into  ail  the  sources  of  individual  and  na- 
tional prosperity,  and  points  out  the  causes  of  indivi- 
dual and  national  misfortune  : that  comprises  a salu- 
tary lesson  for  the  individual,  and  a code  of  princi- 
ples for  the  contemplation  of  the  statesman  and  poli- 
tician ; a mirror  that  reflects  the  materials  of  which 
the  successive  governments  of  the  world  have  been 
composed,  and  rescues  from  forgetfulness,  the  trues 
causes  of  their  elevation  and  decline — A record 
which  constitutes  the  only  source,  from  which,  av 
this  day,  can  be  drawn  a knowledge  of  the  true  cause# 
that  are  reviving*  in  our  own  country,  the  expiring 
energies,  and  departing  splendor  of  Europe—- with- 
out the  aid  of  literature,  an  authentic  enunciation 
of  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  revealed  volition# 
of  Deity,  could  scarcely  have  been  heard  by  the  pre- 
sent generations  ; and,  we  might  have  been  wander- 
ing in  a labyrinth  of  error,  and  subjected  to  depriva- 
tions of  all  ilue  earthly  comforts  and  supreme  conso- 
lations of  Christianity.  The  exercises  connected  with 
its  pursuits,  soften  and  dignify  the  human  soul ; and, 
by  pointing  out  the  means  of  alleviating  the  miseries 
Inseparably  attached  to  our  conditions,  cultivates 
our  sensibilities,  and  elicits  the  tear  of  compassion 
for  the  miseries  of  those  around  us.  It  is  a record, 
whose  admonitions  benumb  the  gripe  of  avarice,  and 
relax  the  muscles  of  extortion ; that  never  fails  to 
incite  us  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  ai  d 
to  feel  an  interest  in  overwhelming-  the  powerful  op- 
pressor ! In  fine,  it  is  to  the  salutary  influence  of  lite- 
rature, that  we  are,  in  a great  measure  indebted  for 
the  individual,  domestic  and  national  happiness  we 
enjoy;  and  a rational  calculation  with  the  hope  of 
certainty  may  be  indulged,  that  our  condition  cad 
never  suffer  animation,  until  by  disregard  of  its  iru* 
spirit  We  cease  to  deserve'  the  feticide*  that  tread  in 
.its  footsteps,. 
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Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

O 

On  Tuesday  the  25th  ult.  the  General  Assembly 
commenced  their  extra  session  at  New-IIavcn.  Dis 

excellency  governor  Griswold  was  prevented,  by  the 
delicate  state  of  his  health  and  the  badness  of  the 
weather,  from  prosecuting  his  journey  from  Lyme 
to.New-Haven.  We  trust  he  will  be  able  to  meet 
the  legislature  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

A tier  tiie  two  houses  were  assembled  in  the  coun- 
cil chamber,  lieutenant-governor  Smith  communica- 
ted to  them  the.  following  message  from  his  excellen- 
cy  governor  Griswold,  together  with  the  correspon- 
dence which  had  passed  between  the  executive  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  general  government  on  the  subject 
of  the  drafted  militia. 

MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  Jrlr.  Speaker,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Several  important  matters  growing  out  of  the 
war,  in  which  we  are  unhappily  engaged,  appear  to 
demand  the  immediate  attention  of  the  legislature ; 
and  although  aware  of  the  expense  and  inconveni- 
ence attending  a meeting  of  the  general  assembly, 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  at  a time  so  near  the 
fall  session,  yet,  I trust,  on  a full  examination,  of  all 
the  circumstances,  it  will  appear  that  the  measure 
has  become  highly  expedient.  To  render  cur  public 
concerns,  however,  intelligible,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  unfold  the  events  which  have  attended  us. 

It  is  known  to  the  assembly,  that  on  the  10th  of 
April  last,  congress  passed  an  act,  to  detach  one 
hundred  thousand  militia,  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  three  thousand  men,  the  quo- 
ta of  this  state  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent, were  promptly  detached,  and  held  in  readiness, 
for  the  exigencies  pointed  out  by  the  constitution 
and  the  law. 

The  act.  of  congress,  and  the  measures  reg;  rding 
it,  were  communicated  at  the  last  session,  and  will  be 
again  laid  before  you.  After  your  adjournment  a 
letter  was  received  from  the  war  department,  dated 
June  12th,  transferring  the  duty  of  calling  for  the 
men,  to  general  Dearborn  ; and  requesting  the  re- 
quisition might  be  complied  with. 

As  nothing  appeared  in  this  communication  but 
a wish  of  the  president  to  confide  this  duty  to  an  offi- 
cer of  rank,  who,  it  was  understood  would  be  charg- 
ed with  tile  general  command  of  the  troops  in  the 
northern  states,  and  as  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
the  president  of  the  United  States  would  authorise 
an  order,  which  would  be  repugnant  to  the  constitu- 
tion,! did  not  hesitate  to  inform  the  secretary  of 
war,  that  any  requisition  which  the  president  might 
make  through  general  Dearborn,  should  be  complied 
with. 

Soon  after  these  transactions,  at  a time  when  I was 
pursuing  a journey  for  mv  health,  a letter  was  re- 
ceived from  general  Dearborn,  requiring  four  com- 
panies of  drafted  militia,  to  march,  and  to  be  plac- 
ed under  the  command  of  the  officer,  at  Fort  Trum- 
bull, at  New-London,  and  one  company  to  march  for 
the  battery  near  "New-Haven.  An  attention  to  the' 
terms  of  general  Dearborn’s  letter,  fully  satisfied  me 
that  the  requisition  was  unconstitutional,  and  could 
not  be  complied  with.  I had  noticed  that  important 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  authorises  the  President  to  call  into  service 
the  militia  “to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrections 
and  to  aid  n the  execution  of  the  laws  ' and  it  was 
with  satisfaction  that  I had  noticed  that  the  act  of 
congress  had  strictly  followed  the  principle  of  the 
constitution. 

But  although  I entertained  no  doubts  regarding* 
any  duty,  yet  l viewed  the-  step  wb;ch  it  became 


necessary  to  take  highly  important,  it  beer  me  propel* 
for  me  to  ob  tain  the  reasonings  and  opinions  of  the 
council  on  the  occasion. 

That  body  was  accordingly  convened  at  Hartford, 
and  it  gave  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  that  their 
opinions  concurred  with  my  own.  Thinking  it  neces- 
sary however,  to  pursue  my  journey,  his  honor  go- 
vernor Smith,  was  so  good  as  to  take  charge  of  the 
correspondence,  which  had  become  necessary  on  the 
occasion  ; and  by  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war 
of  tlie  2d  of  July,  communicated  the  opinion  enter- 
tained in  this  state,  and  oUr  determination  respect- 
ing the  requisition. 

The  secretary  in  reply,  dated  July  14  th,  in  language 
unusual,  and  altogether  unexpected,  appeared  to 
claim  a promise,  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  12th 
of  June,  to  execute  any  requislon  which  should  be 
made  by  general  Dearborn.  This  strange  insinuation 
which  originated  in  expressions  of  civility  to  the 
president,  and  could  not  with  decency  have  been 
omitted,  was  repelled. 

In  a letter  from  the  war  department  the  subject  was 
also  placed  in  a point  of  view,  which  appeared  to  're- 
quire a new  consideration — and  a second  meeting  of 
the  council  was  accordingly  deemed  necessary.  The 
gentlemen  comprising*  that  body,  were  again  fully 
consulted,  and  every  view  of  the  subject  has  been 
taken  of  which  it  appeared  susceptible,  and  we  have 
been  confirmed  in  the  opinion*  which  we  first  formed, 
and  the  council  have  again  advised  that  nothing*  has 
taken  place  to  justify  me  in  executing  the  requisition 
of  general  Dearborn. 

All  the  papers  to  which  I have  referred,  together 
with  a general  proclamation,  concisely  explaining  the 
facts  which  have  taken  place,  and  the  views  which 
have  been  entertained,  at  this  important  period,  will 
be  now  communicated  for  your  inspection. 

The  importance  of  this  measure  both  as  it  regards 
the  security  of  the  state,  and  as  it  may  also  form  a 
precedent  on  future  occasions,  rendered  it  highly  im- 
portant to  consult  the  general  assembly. 

But  the  inconvenience  cf  convening  so  large  a body 
and  the  early  period  of  the  fall  session,  induced  me 
to  submit  to  the  temporary  disadvantage  of  a delay, 
rather  than  subject  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  people  to  so  much  inconvenience.  Several  new 
circumstances,  however,  having  arisen,  which  it  ap- 
peared to  me  could  not  witli  propriety  admit  of  delay, 
j l have  thought  it  my  duty,  at  this  time,  to  convene 
the  legislative  body,  and  avail  myself  of  the  occasi- 
on to  solicit  your  immediate  attention  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  council,  and  your  deliberate  op  r ion  on 
the  measure  which  has  been  taken.  This  becomes 
more  immediately  important  from  the  consideration, 
that  if  any  errors  have  been  committed,  they  may 
at  this  time  be  corrected,  without  much  inconveni- 
ence. 

The  necessity  of  obtaining  supplies  of  military 
stores — on  this  emergency,  in  addition  to  those  al- 
ready on  hand,  will  be  universally  felt — and  finding 
the  price  and  scarcity  rapidly  increasing,  I thought 
no  consideration  could  justify  a delay,  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  legislature  immediately  to  that  sub- 
ject.' It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  inform  you, 
that  military  stores  are  not  to  be  expected  from  the 
general  government- — and  that  we  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect, that  the  regular  troops  will  be  principally  cal- 
led from  the  sea  coast,  and  of  course  the  state  will 
be  left  to  defend  itself,  if  exposed  to  foreign  inva- 
sion. 

It  may  also  be  observed  that  it  is  unwise  to  de- 
li-end altogether  upon  the  general  government  for  the 
defence  of  our  own  coast.x 

Tiie  extensive  territory,  which  it  has  been  the  na- 
tional policy  to  grasp  within  our  jurisdiction,  and 
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the  great  number  of  points  requiring  defence,  toge- 
ther with  an  unhappy  disposition  to  enlarge  our  ex- 
tended frontier  by  new  conquests,  will  probably  de- 
mand all  the  military  force  in  the  power  of  govern- 
ment for  similar  objects.  Tills  appears  to  be  the  de- 
termination at  this  time,  and  the  important  business 
of  garrisoning  the  coast  must  be  left  to  the  militia, 
•r  neglected. 

But  if  these  essential  interests  are  disregarded, 
we  must  not  neglect  ourselves  ; and  I trust,  that  the 
present  occasion,  will  furnish  the  best  reasons  for 
improving  the  militia,  both  in  organization  and  disci- 
pline, and  for  obtaining  ample  supplies  of  arms  and 
military  stores,  and  placing  ourselves  on  a res- 
pectable footing  for  defence. It  is  also  proper 

to  avail  ourselves  of  every  principle  in  the  constitu- 
tion for  rendering  our  means  effectual,  and  the'  least 
inconvenient. 

Among  other  provisions  in  the  constitution,  it  will 
be  found,  that  in  time  of  war,  the  states  may  organize 
and  support  a military  force  of  their  own,  end  which 
cannot  under  any  circumstances  be  contvouled  by 
the  general  government,  and  which  may  undoubtedly 
be  applied  in  all  cases  to  the  defence  of  the  state. — 
Whether  such  force  will  become  immediately  ne- 
cessary, the  general  assembly  will  judge  ; but  as  the 
subject  can  be  examined,  and  a plan  partially  digest- 
ed without  expence,  and  measures  for  a speedy  exe- 
cution of  the  principle  at  an  early  but  future  session, 
I feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  that  subject  to  your 
consideration. 

In  recommending  this  measure,  it  is  far  from  my 
intention  to  propose  that  the  state  troops  should  at 
(any  time  during’  the  war,  be  withheld  from  aiding*  the 
national  and  neighboring  states’  forces,  in  the  com- 
mon defence  ; but  to  increase  the  strength  of  those 
corps,  and  particularly  to  apply  that  body  of  men  to 
our  own  defence — Should  our  frontier  at  any  future 
time  be  unhappily  abandoned. 

Nor  will  it  be  understood,  that  whilst  I feel  it  my 
duty  to  recommend  the  necessary  preparation,  for  ar- 
raying every  description  of  constitutional  and  milita 
ry  force,  which  may  be  proper  for  our  defence,  that  I 
wish  to  urge  a step  which  may  interfere  with  any 
liberal  measure,  which  the  general  government  may 
take  for  the  same  object. 

To  the  general  government,  we  must  and  ought 
to  look  for  security,  and  ti'ust  that  a time  will  come 
when  a full  knowledge  of  our  resources,  will  place 
the  safety  of  our  sea-coast  on  that  naval  defence, 
which,  alone,  is  capable  of  giving  complete  secu- 
rity. 

Although  it  has  been  thought  correct  in  this  state 
on  ordinary  occasions  for  the  state  government  to 
leave  the  national  councils  to  pursue  their  own  mea- 
sures without  interference,  yet  I submit  to  your  con- 
sideration, whether  this  is  not  an  occasion  on  which 
that  principle  should  be  dispensed  with  ; and  whe- 
ther it  is  not  proper  that  the  general  assembly  should, 
by  a plain  and  decisive  address  to  the  president,  ex- 
press their  own  opinion,  and  that  of  their  constitu- 
ents, on  the  important  questions  which  have  recently 
occurred. 

It  is  certainly  necessary  that  the  public  opinion 
should  be  known  by  the  president  on  the  question  of 
war  ; and  it  is  presumed,  when  expressed  by  the  le- 
gislature of  a state,  it  will  be  respected. 

Many  other  matters  may  occur,  requiring  your  at- 
tention ; you  may  be  assured  of  the  support  which 
it  may  be  in  my  power  to  give. 

Whatever  events,  however,  may  take  place, 
you  may  be  satisfied  that  the  faithful  preservation  of 
the  public  peace — a rigid  and  prompt  execution  of 
the  laws,  under  which  we  happily  live,  and  which 
form  our  security — together  with  a strict  adherence 


to  our  form  of  government  and  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States — will  compose  the  basis  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  government  in  the  state. 

Trusting,  gentlemen,  that  the  God  of  our  fathers 
will  not  desert  us  on  tins  occasion,  and  that  our  safe- 
ty is  in  him — 1 have  only  to  implore  his  guidance  in 
all  our  proceedings,  and  his  smiles  on  all  our  delibe- 
rations, 

ROGER  GRISWOLD. 

EXTRA  SESSION, 

4th  Tuestiay,  August,  1812. — in  the  course  of  the 
afternoon,  three  committees  were  appointed  on  the 
three  prominent  subjects  of  Ins  excellency’s  mes- 
sage. The  honorable  Mr.  Goddard  of  the  council, 
and  one  meVnber  from  each  county  from  the  house 
on  that  part  of  the  message  which  respected  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  general  and  state  govern- 
ments ; the  honorable  Messrs.  Austin  and  Champion, 
of  the  council,  and  two  members  from,  each  county 
from  the  house  on  the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition ; and  the  honorable  Mr.  Dagget  from  the 
council,  and  one  member  from  each  count}  from 
the  house,  on  an  address  to  the  president  of  the  U. 
States. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  Saturday  the  29th. 
ult.  after  passing  a law  appropriating  $50,000  for 
the  purchase  of  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war, 
and  authorising  the  governor  to  accept  of  the  ser- 
vices of  any  volunteer  corps  which  might  offer,,  for 
the  defence  of  the  state  only,  to  be  under  the  com- 
mand and  control  of  none  but  their  own  officers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  ;nto  considera- 
tion that  part  of  the  governor’s  message  which  relates 
to  his  correspondence  with  the  secretary  o'-  war  and 
major-general  Dearborn,  made  a report  decidedly 
supporting  the  stand  the  governor  had  taken — which 
report,  with  a resolve  approbatory  of  his  conduct, 
passed  the  legislature.  They  have  also  published  a 
declaration  disapproving  of  the  war,  but  manifesting 
their  disposition  “ to  perform  all  the  obligations 
resulting  from  this  act”  [of  war.]  These  papers  with 
the  documents  that  accompanied  the  governor’s  mes® 
sage,  shall  be  duly  registered. 


Upper  Canada. 

York,  July  23. — Yesterday  at  an  early  hour,  his  ho- 
nor Isaac  Brock,  esquire,  president,  administering 
the  government  of  Upper  Canada,  and  major-general 
commanding  his  majesty’s  forces  therein,  arrived  at 
this  place  from  Fort  George,  and  accompanied  by  a 
numerous  suite,  proceeded  to  the  government  budd- 
ings at  4 P.  M.  when  he  opened  the  present  extra  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  and  delivered  dlie  following 
speech  to  both  houses  : — 

Hon.  gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council , 

and  gentlemen  of  the  house  of  'Assembly 

The  urgency  of  the  present  crisis  is  the  only  consi- 
deration which  could  have  induced  me  to  call  you  to- 
gether at  a time  when  public  as  well  as  private  du- 
ties elsewhere,  demand  your  care  and  attention. 

But,  gentlemen,  when  invaded  by  an  enemy  whose 
avowed  object  is  the  entire  conquest  of  this  pro- 
vince ; the  voice  of  loyalty,  as  well  as  of  interest,  calls 
aloud  to  every  person  in  the  sphere  in  which  lie  is 
placed  to  defend  his  country. 

Our  militia  ^ja\  e beard  that  voice  and  have  obeved 
it : they  have  evinced  by  the  promptitude  and  loyal- 
ty of  their  counduct,  that  they  are  worthy  of  the  k ng 
whom  they  serve,  and  of  the  constitution  which  .they 
enjoy ; and  it  affords  me  particular  satisfaction,  that 
while  I address  you  as  legislators,  I speak  to  men 
who  in  the  day  of  danger,  will  he  ready  to  assist  not 
only  with  their  counsel,  but  with  their  arms. 


6 T HE  WEEKLY  REGISTER ACCOUNT  OF  THE  WAHABITES 


We  look,  gentlemen,  to  our  militia  as  well  as  to  the  deism.  He  declared  all  those  who  paid  any  devo* 


regular  iorces,  for 
Wanting  to  that 
care,  if  I 

mit 

In  our  mi. 

It  is  for 


our  protection  ; but  I should  be 


Still 


nportMit  trust  committed  to  my 
attempted  to  conceal  (what  experience  the 
•actor  of  mankind,  and  especially  of  legis- 
i discovered)  that  amendment  is  necessary 
itialaws  to  render  them  efficient, 
you  to  consider  what  further  improvements 
may  require. 


tion  to  Mohammed,  and  dared  to  give  God  a compa- 


ffon.  gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council , 

and  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
From  the  b .story  aud  experience  of  our  mother 
Countn  , we  learn,  that  in  times  of  actual  invasion 
pr,  internal  commotion,  the  ordinary  course  of  crimi 


nion,  blasphemers  and  idolaters;  forbade  the  ad- 
dressing of  prayers  to  saints  or  prophets  ; and  en- 
joined all  Mussulmen  to  be  put  to  death,  who  per- 
sisted in  their  idolatry.  These  new  and  intolerant 
principles  were  not  very  favorably  received  in  the 
towns.  Expelled  from  Mecca,  Damascus,  Brgdad, 
and  Bussorah,  he  addressed  himself  to  Ebn  Seoud^ 
prince  of  Dreyeh,  in  Yemen,  and  found  in  him  a 
partizan  capable  of  rendering  his  doctrine  trium- 
I pliant.  This  chief,  ambitious,  brave,  able,  and  wary, 
saw  in  them  the  means  of  accomplishing  his  desire 
_ ; of  aggrandizement.  He  assumed  the  title  of  general 
ml  law.  bus  been  found  inadequate  to  secure  his  m7iof  g?  Wahabite*,  and  Mohammed  that  of  pontiff; 
testy*  government  from  iwivate  treachery  as  well  asund  toe  sovereignty  tints  part.cpated,  they  tnces- 
trom  open  disaffection,  a, 'id  that  at  such  times  its  le.:san%  labor«l  to  make  proselytes,  and  extend  their 
g*iilature  has  found  it  expedient  to  enact  laws  re 
Straining  for  a limited  period,  the  liberty  of  indivi 
.duals  many  cases  where  it  would  be 
expose  the  particulars  of  the  charge 
the  actual  invasion  of  the  province  might  justify  me 
|n  the  exercise  of  the  full  powers  reposed  in  me  on 
such  an  emergency,  yet  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to 
•me  to  receive  the  sanction  of  both  houses, 

A few  traitors  have  already  joined  the  enemy,  have 


conquests.  From  Dreyeh,  their  capital,  surrounded 
by  sands,  Ebn  Seoud  sent  out  parties  to  subjugate  the 
>e  dangerous  to  neighboring  tribes  ; and  the  rapidity  of  their  marches 
, aRq  although  and  tbe  impracticability  of  attacking  them  in  the 
,W.t  instifv  me : great  desert,  ensured  their  success. 

But  it  was  reserved  for  his  son  Abdelazis  to  render 
the  standard  of  the  Wahabites  triumphant,  through- 
out the  peninsula.  His  practice  was  to  send  the 
Koran  to  any  tribe  he  wished  to  subjugate  and  con- 

been  ZkzredZ come  Into  tte  witk Imp^h  i yert>  wit£ a j[ettf t(l tbe  foi??win/ Pm’Port : “uAb,df* 

ty,  and  have  been  harbored  and  concealed  in  the  inte-  lazis  to  the  Arabs  *be  tribe  heai^* 

* ; vet  the  general  spirit  of  loyalty  which  appears  Jt  '*.7™**  ^ to  belie^e  tbe  b°ok  Isend  y°u*  Le 
pervade  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  is  such  as  !not  llKe  tb?  idolatrous  Turks,  who  give  God  a com- 
To  authorise  a just  expectation,  that  their  efforts  to  |Pan}on’  Ix  5™  be  believers  you  are  safe  : if  not,  I 
■ i i it  i -t  n-ii  t r-  tier. lave  atrainst.  vrm  a wav  ot  PTtprminatimi.”  All 


to  p 


mislead  and  deceive,  will  be  unavailing. — The  disaf- 
fected I am  convinced  are  few — to  protect  and  defend 
the  loyal  inhabitants  from  their  machinations  is  an 
object  worthy  of  your  most  serious  deliberations. 

We  are  engaged  in  an  awful  and  eventful  contest. 
By  unanimity  and  dispatch  in  our  councils,  and  by 
vigor  in  our  operations,  we  may  teach  the  enemy  this 
lesson,  that  a country  defended  by  FREEMEN  en- 
thusiastically  devoted  to  the  cause  of  their  king  and 
constitution  can  never  be  conquered. 


Account  of  the  Wahabites. 

The  present  is  the  “ age  of  revolutions” Asia,  as 

well  as  Europe  and  America,  appears  destined  to 
e a dure  great  and  important  political  changes.  The 
prescent  of  Mohammed,  long  tottering  on  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  Bosphorus,  and  assailed  by  moral 
an4  physical  enemies  that  sooner  or  later  must 
prostrate  it,  is  attacked  also  from  the  east,  whence 
its  power  originally  came,  by  a new  sect,  with 
great  force  and  energy,  For  the  following  ac- 
count of  this  sect,  the  most  satisfactory  we  have 
seen,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  our- 
selves indebted  to  the  Belfast  Monthly  Magazine , 
a work  conducted  with  equal  ability  and  integrity. 
H roip  the  manner  in  which  the  editors  received  it 
\ye  presume  it  is  entitled  to  the  fullest  confidence. 


gedi.  It  is  said,  that  Solyman  dreamed  a flame  issued 
p-oip  his  body,  that  consumed  both  the  tents  of  the 


desert,  and  the  houses  of  the  city : arid  that  the 
$heiks,  to  whom  he  related  it,  predicted,  that  his 
gon,  Abdel  Wahab,  would  be  the  founder  of  a new 
#:elsgiqn,  to  which  all  the  Arabs  would  submit.  From 
thug  son  the  sect  derived  its  name,  though  the  pre- 
diction was  not  accomplished  by  him,  but  by  the 
grandson  of  Soljnnan.  Sheik  Mohamrqed  adopted 
the  Koran  as  the  basis  qf  his  doctrine,  rejecting 
however  ti;e  tradition  and  glosses  of  its  eonimenta- 
iir»d  |e.=.iupin^  tits  jMqjigjnn^edjin  religion  to  pure 


declare  against  you  a war  of  extermination.”  All 
the  tribes  of  the  Bedoweens  were  subdued  in  succes- 
sion by  the  arms  of  Abdelazis.  They  who  resisted, 
were  plundered  and  massacred : they  who  submitted, 
were  to  pay  him  a tenth  of  their  cattle,  of  tlieir 
money,  and  of  all  their  goods  ; and  to  send  one  man 
in  ten  to  serve  in  his  army.  Thus  in  a short  time 
this  army  numbered  a hundred  thousand  men.  These 
were  mounted  every  two  of  them  on  a dromedary ; 
and  armed  with  sabres,  lances,  darts,  and  bucklers. 
Some  of  them  had  match-lock  muskets.  A skin  filled 
with  water,  and  another  with  barley  meal,  sufficed 
for  the  subsistence  of  two  Arabs,  and  their  dromeda- 
ry, twenty  days,  Officers  and  soldiers  were  equally 
abstemious.  Abdelazis  went  so  far  as  to  prohibit 
coffee,  and  the  use  of  the  pipe  ; and  the  W ahabites 
obeyed.  Following  the  traces  of  their  enemies  to 
take  them  by  surprize,  and  retire  without  fig'hting 
when  they  were  pursued,  they  harrassed  and  de- 
stroyed them  without  any  loss.  When  they  captured 
a town,  they  destroyed  the  minarets  and  domes  of  the 
mosques,  overturned  the  tombs,  that  were  objects  of 
the  greatest  veneration  to  the  Mussulmen,  and  seiz- 
ed all  the  treasure,  and  all  the  spoil,  they  could  find 
in  the  temples  or  private  houses. 

As  Abdelazis  succeeded  his  father  Ebn  Seoud  in 
the  post  of  generalissimo,  Sheik  Hussein,  the  eldest 
son  of  the  reformer  Mohammed,  succeeded  him  as 
head  of  the  law  ; and  these  two  dignities  have  conti- 
nued hereditary  in  their  families,  Tlie  intolerance 
of  these  sectaries  towards  the  Mussulmen  is  greater 
than  towards  Christians  or  Jews  ; a circumstance  for 
which  the  author  accounts  on  the  principle,  that  the 
animosity  between  sects  is  greater,  in  proportion  as 
their  creeds  approach  e:  ch  other.  When  these  re- 
formers captured  the  tov»  n of  Emaun  Hessein,  fifteen 
miles  from  Bagdad,  they  put  to  death  every  person 
they  found,  man,  woman,  and  child,  to  the  number 
of  three  thousand.  Vast  treasures  were  taken  from 
the  tomb  of  the  Emaun,  and  two  hundred  camels 
were  loaded  with  the  spoil. 

It  was  not  till  1798,  that  the  Forte  paid  any  serious 
attention  to  the  increase  of  ihe  Wahabites.  The 
baslia^y  ef  Bagdad  was  then  diiected  tq  send  an  arirfy 
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against  them  : but  the  expedition  did  not  take  place, 
as  Abdelazis  bribed  his  enemies  by  presents.  En- 
riched by  the  capture  of  Emaun  Hussein,  Abdel  arcs 
was  next  tempted  by  the  Wealth  of  Mecca,  the  holy, 
city,  that  contains  the  tomb  of  Abraham.  Availing 
himself  of  a dispute  between  the  sherif  and  his  bro- 
ther, he  ordered  the  former  to  resign  his  office, 
which  Was  by  birth  the  right  of  his  bro  ther ; and  on 
his  refusal  lie  sent  .again t lum  his  eldest  son  Seoud, 
at  the  head  of  a hundred  thousand  men.  Seoud, 
having  defeated  the  troops  of  the  sherif,  was  prepar- 
ing to  enter  Mecca,  when  the  caravan  appeared.  It 
was  with  d'  iheuitv  the  Ameer  Hadgy,  or  chief  of  the 
pilgrims,  obtained  permission  to  enter,  and  remain 
there  three  davs ; after  which  the  army  of  Seoud 
seized  on  the  city.  The  Cady  and  twenty  Sheiks 
were  put  to  death,  for  refusing  to  embrace  the  new 
doctrines ; the  rest  became  converts.  The  Caaba 
was  not  destroyed,  but  the  rich  tapestry  of  the  tomb 
of  Abraham  was  taken  away,  and  a mat  of  palm 
leaves  substituted  in  its  place.  All  the  other  tombs 
were  destroyed.  Seoud  then  went  againt  Jidda  and 
Medina,  but  not  with  equal  success.  The  resistance 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  hi  caking  out  of  the  plague 
among  his  troops,  obliged  him  to  return  to  Drey  eh. 

At  the  very  moment  that  the  Wahabites  were  tri- 
umphing in  the  possession  of  Mecca,  their  generalis- 
simo was  assassinated  by  a dervise,  who  had  escaped 
from  the  massacre  at  Emaun  Hussein.  Abdel  - /us, 
was  the  first  who  established  the  power  of  the  W <•.- 
habites  on  a solid  basis,  by  important  victories.  He 
had  introduced  a certain  degree  of  discipline  among 
tribes  jealous  of  their  liberty,  and  compelled  them 
to  an  implicit  obedience.  Brave,  strict,  patient,  in- 
defatigable, bold  n his  projects,  and  plain  and  frugal 
in  his  habits  as  his  Arabs,  notwithstanding  the  trea- 
sures he  had  amassed,  he  left  at  his  death  a post  diffi- 
cult to  fill ; and  accordingly  his  death  removed  for 
a time  the  apprehensions  of  the  Porte.  But  Seoud 
proved  no  unworthy  successor  of  his  father.  So  early 
as  1803,  he  sent  some  troops  against  Bagdad  ; but  on 
this  attack  he  set  little  stress,  as  its  object  was  solely 
to  ravage  the  country.  A more  important  design  he 
entertained,  was  that  of  rendering  himself  master  of 
the  coasts  of  the  Persian  gulf,  with  which  view  he 
built  several  ships,  and  gradually  found  himself  pos- 
sessed of  a force  sufficient  to  prohibit  its  navigation. 
The  allies  of  the  Wahabites  seized  on  all  the  vessels 
that  traded  from  India  to  Bussorah  and  the  ports  of 
Persia,  so  that  a stop  was  put  to  all  intercourse.  The 
English  themselves  had  several  of  their  vessels  taken 
by  the  Arabs  ; and  their  endeavors  to  recover  them, 
and  punish  the  pirates,  were  fruitless.  Before  the 
the  time  of  Seoud,  the  English  messengers,  in  their 
journey  through  the  Great  Desert  from  Bussorah  to 
Aleppo,  bud  been  respected  by  the  Wahabites,  agree- 
ably to  the  promise  Abdelazis  had  given  to  the  Bri- 
tish resident.  Once  indeed  it  happened,  that  a mes- 
senger was  robbed  : but  the  culprit  Was  discovered, 
and  he  came  to  lay  the  despatches  at  the  feet  of  Ab- 
delazis. This,  however,  did  not  save  his  life : Ab- 
delazis ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off,  and  the  des- 
patches stained  with  his  blood,  to  be  sent  to  the 
British  consul. 

Seoud  undertook  various  expeditions  against  Bus- 
sorah and  Zeber,  but  without  success.  The  bashaw 
of  Bagdad  then  employed  considerable  forces  against 
the  Wahabites ; the  king  of  Persia,  and  die  grand 
seignior,  at  that  time  friends,  furnishing  him  with 
considerable  supplies.  The  Emaun  of  Muscat  was 
to  attack  them  from  the  south,  while  the  bashaw  did 
from  the  north ; but  fortune  fought  for  the  Wulia- 
bites.  The  two  chiefs  did  not  act  in  concert.  The 
Emaun  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  pirates,  and  was 
slain  in  battle  about  the  end  of  1804.  Ali  Bashaw 


set  out  from  Bagdad  with  seventy  thousand  mcn> 
and  a numerous  train  of  artillery;  but  m traversing 
vhe  desert  the  very  number  was  more  conducive  to 
defeat  than  to  victory.  Tin-  want  of  v.eoer  was  fatal 
to  him  : and  his  army  was  attacked  and  beaten 
piecemeal.  Two  other  bashaws  succeeded  him  with- 
out better  success,  and  the  vanquished  army  return- 
ed to  B.  g-dad.  The  soie  advantage  derived  from  this 
expedition  was,  that  sixteen  thousand  Wahabite  fa- 
milies, who  had  suffered  themselves  to  be  surprised, 
.md  whom  Seoud  threatened  with  exemplar)-  pu- 
nishment for  their  negligence,  quitted  his  party,  and 
rep:  ired  to  Bagdad. 

At  the  close  of  1804,  the  city  of  Medina,  which, 
had  long  been  in  want  of  provisions,  submitted  to  the 
arms  of  Seoud,  who  conducted  himself  with  modera- 
tion. The  caravan  of  pilgrims  came  the  following 
year,  and  was  allowed  to  enter  the  city,  on  paying  a 
heavy  contribution.  At  Mecca  it  was  pillaged  still 
more.  A hundred  persons  were  paid  for  the  entrance 
of  tiie  caravan,  beside  ten  piastres  for  each  pilgrim, 
and  as  many  for  his  beast : a hundred  purses  were 
then  paid  for  leave  to  ascend  mount  Arafath,  and  as 
much  for  coming  down  : and  lastly,  six  hundred 
purses  for  crossing  a brook,  the  passage  of  which 
the  Wahabites  purposely  obstructed.  Seoud  after- 
wards declared,  that  for  the  future  he  would  not 
allow  any  escort  from  the  grand  seignior,  tiie  use  of 
musical  instruments  or  the  conveyance  of  the  sacred 
tapestry  and  ornaments. 

At  tiie  end  of  1805,  Seoud  became  master  of  Mas- 
cat,  through  the  influence  of  the  new  Emaun,  who 
had  embraced  Wahabitism.  Thus  growing  daily 
more  powerful  and  wealthy,  he  renounced  the  plain 
and  frugal  life  of  his  father,  and  exhibited  in  his 
palace  at  Dreyeh,  all  the  luxury  of  Asia . Me  appoint- 
ed his  eldest  son  Abdallah  his  successor,  and  sent 
him  on  several  expeditions  ; but  the  new  general  met 
with  a check  at  Zeber,  which  the  Wahabites  then 
attacked  for  the  third  time.  These  defeats  did  not 
discourage  Seoud,  who  immediately  planned  and 
prepared  other  enterprizes.  Such  is  the  character 
of  these  Arabs  : if  defeated,  they  cjo  not  give  way  to 
that  panic,  which  commonly  completes  the  overthrow 
of  an  army,  particularly  among  their  enemies,  the 
Ottomans:  they  only  change  their  scheme,  relinquish- 
ing the  old,  to  carry  a new  one  into  execution  and 
unexpectedly.  Thus  Seoud  turned  his  eyes  towards 
Jidda,  the  only  city  in  Arabia  that  had  uniformly  re- 
sisted him  ; a place  important  for  its  maritime  situa- 
tion, and  for  the  barter  there  carried  on,  of  the  cof- 
fee of  Arabia,  against  the  corn  of  Egypt. 

The  Porte  now  resolved  to  make  a fresh  effort 
against  the  Wahabites.  A bashaw  was  sent  to  Da- 
mascus to  assemble  an  army  ; another  was  ordered 
to  march  to  Jidda;  and  the  bashaw  of  Bagdad  was 
to  assault  Seoud  on  that  quarter.  The  Wahabites 
seemed  to  be  threatened  with  approaching  ruin  : but 
fortune,  still  favorable  to  Seoud,  excited  the  flames 
of  war  between  the  bashaws  of  Bagdad  and  Persia ; 
and  Ameer  Hadgy,  the  bashaw  of  Damascus,  found 
nothing  but  dissension  and  civil  war  in  Syria,  instead 
of  the  resources  he  expected.  The  taking  of  Jidda 
by  Seoud,  completed  the  consternation  of  Damascus. 
At  this  time,  in  1806,  Seoud  issued  a proclamation  ; 
which,  while  it  gave  permission  to  the  pilgrims  to  vi- 
sit Mecca,  prohibited  ali  kind  of, escort  from  the 
grand  seignior.  The  bashaw,  however,  urged  by 
orders  from  Constantinople,  set  out  at  the  head  of 
the  caravan,  with  the  usual  escort  and  orr.  n.ents. 
Seoud,  indignant  at  this  want  of  respect  to  Ids  or- 
ders, sent  word  to  him  to  return,  when  he  had  reach 
ed  the  midst  of  the  Great  Desert.  IT  venturi- -d, 
notwithstanding, ’to  continue  his  journey  toward  Me- 
dina ; bur  when  he  arrived  ther  e,  he  found  the  gates 
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shut,  and  the  Wahabites  threatening'  to  cut  h:m  and 
h.s  caravan  to  pieces.  The  inhabitants,  even  the 
very  women,  animated  with  incredible  fanaticism, 
issued  out  of  the  city,  and  pursued  the  Mussulmen 
v,  it!i  stones,  calling  them  idolaters.  They  retreated 
in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
pilgrims  perished  miserably  in  the  desert.  It  is  iri- 
coiv.jieehensible  why  Seoud  did  not  at  this  juncture 
follow  the  bashaw  to  Damascus,  and  make  himself 
master  of  the  city7,  panic  struck  with  this  disaster. 
Rut  the  Wahabites,  content  with  their  dominion  over 
the  whole  peninsula,  and  the  subjection  of  all  the 
Arabian  tribes,  apparently  disdained  to  extend  their 
)3way  into  the  neighboring  provinces  out  of  the  de- 
sert, whether  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  or  to- 
ward Syria,  In  the  latter  province  every  cit)7,  a prey 
.to  intestine  warfare,  or  assailed  by  enemies  of  all 
kinds  from  without,  expected  every  instant  to  see 
them  within  its  wall.  What  defence  indeed,  could 
-they  have  made  against  such  a powerful  army  ? for 
at  the  end  of  189 7,  Seoud  had  under  his  command  a 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  fighting  men,  beiong-- 
ing’  to  the  wandering  tribes  alone.  As  to  his  wealth 
it  increased  daily,  particularly  by  the  prizes  his  allies 
made  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  half  of  the  value  of  which 
came  mto  his  coders.  These  Arabs  had  assembled 
considerable  number  of  dows,  carrying  each  four 
pr  five  hundred  men,  and  from  twelve  to  sixteen 
guns.' 

With  all  these  forces  the  Wahabites  did  nothing 
of  importance  in  1808,  except,  pillaging  the  last  ca- 
ravan, and  putting  a total  end  to  the  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca.  They  likewise  made  some  attempts  against 
Syria  and  Egypt.  Seoud  had  sent  letters  to  Damas- 
cus, Aleppo,  and  other  cities  of  Syria,  ’ threatening 
them' with  destruction,  if  they  did  not  embrace  his 
doctrines.  Despair  gave  to  the  Ottomans  some  ener- 
gy7 ; serious  preparations  were  made  on  all  sides  ; 
jancl  the  threats  of  Seoud  ended  in  the  occupation  of 
% few  fortresses  to  the  south  of  Damascus.  The 
piost  striking  event  of  the  year,  was  the  march  of 
Seoud  himself,  at  the  head  of  forty-five  thousand 
gnen,  against  Bagdad  ; but  he  was  defeated  in  several 
skirmishes,  and  compelled  to  retire. 

In  J 809,  Seoud  attempted  noth  ing  of  consequence  : 
but  the  war  between  the  Wahabites  on  the  coast  of 
the  Persian  Gulf,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Muscat  as, 
sisted  by  the  English,  exhibits  an  event  of  no  small 
importance.  Lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  in  a small 
squadron  of  frigates  under  the  command  of  captain 
Mainwright,  landed  at  Ras  al  Kraitn,  or  al  Khyitla, 
the  principal  rendezvous  of  the  pirates,  and  burned 
and  destroyed  the  town,  with  all  the  yessels  in  the 
harbor,  amounting  to  upwards  of  fifty,  more  than 
half  of  which  were  very  large  dows,  and  a large 
quantity  of  naval  stores.  They  then  proceeded  to 
the  port  of  Linga,  where  they  burned  nine  large 
dows  ; and  afterwards  to  Lull,  which  surrendered 
gifter  some  resistance.  Here  three  very  large  dows 
Were  destroyed,  beside  other  vessels.  Thus  a naval 
power  was  amliliilsted ; which  had  there  been  no 
maritime  force  blit  chat  of  the  natives  of  Asia  to  op- 
pose it,  would  soon  have  rendered  the  Wahabites  the 
sovereigns  of  all  the  seas  m that  part  of  the  globe. 

It  is  difficult,  perhaps,  to  conjecture  what  effects 
may  ultimately  be  wrought  by  a power,  that  has 
grown  up  in  so  rapid  and  extraordinary  a manner. 
The  loss  of  Arabia,  and  perhaps  of  Syria,  and  the 
Country  bordering  on  the  Euphrates,  may  prove  a 
mortal  blow  to  the  Ottoman  empire,  threatened  by 
so  many  enemies  from  without,  and  divided  by  the 
quarrels  of  so  many  independent  chiefs  within.  * The 
abolition  too,  or  at  least  the  reform  of  Mohammedan- 


countries ; and  the  relations  between  the  Oriental 
and  Occidental  nations,  can  scarcely  fail  to  experi- 
ence some  change.  Neither  can  the  suppression  of 
the  pilgrimages  to  Mecca,  a remarkable  custom  that 
has  prevailed’  for  twelve  centuries,  and  formed  a 
bond  of  commercial  and  religious  union  between  the 
extremities  of  Asia  and  Africa,  be  an  event  of  trifling' 
import  in  modem  history.  A reform  in  the  religion 
of  Mohammed,  however,  W'as  to  be  expected.  All 
who  have  resided  any  time  among  the  Arabs,  must 
have  remarked  their  proneness  to  dispense  with  re- 
ligious ceremonies.  This  fact  was  particularly  evi- 
dent in  Egypt : in  an  Arabian  camp  none  cf  the 
religious  practices  observed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
cities  were  to  be  seen,  the  people  excusing  them- 
selves by  the  want  of  temples,  and  their  wandering 


Domestic  Manufactures. 

The  name  of  Cobbett  has  infamous  celebrity  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Pensioned  and  paid 
by  the  British  administration,  he  printed  and  pub- 
lished a celebrated  news-paper  in  Philadelphia  en- 
titled Porcupine’s  Gazette,  to  which  he  labored 
much,  and  but  too  successfully,  in  bringing  about 
the  views  of  “ his  king”  in  regard  to  these  states  ; 
for  he  was  patronized  and  encouraged  by  thou- 
sands cf  the  American  people,  though  he  honestly 
avowed  himself  a “ true  Englishman.”  However 
strange  it  may  appear,  I myself  have  seen  members 
of  congress  and  a reverend  divine  familiarly  associ- 
ating with  this  man,  during  his  residence  in  Phila- 
delphia, at  that  time  the  seat  of  the  government  of 
the  union,  though  his  manners  were  gross.  Ins  lan- 
guage horrid,  and  Ins  conduct  bestial.  Driven 
“ home,”  at  last,  by  the  power  cf  sentiment,  on  the 
30th  of  April,  1800,  he  published  a long  address  to 
the  people  of  England,  setting  forth  the  things  he 
had  done  for  their  benefit  in  America.  As  a curi- 
osity this  address  may  be  insersed  in  the  Register 
at  a future  convenient  period  ; it,  probably,  con- 
tains many  falsehoods,  but  some  things  stated  I am 
satisfied,  from  personal  observation,  are  true  ; and 
o tsiers  may  be  supported  by  collateral  testimony. 
The  following  paragraph  abounds  with  matters  of 
fact  of  the  latter  description  ; for  the  proposi- 
tions laid  down  by  the  ■writer  are  demonstrated  by 
the  whole  chain  of  events,  to  the  view  of  every  at- 
tentive observer  of  the  progress  of  things  in  this 
country.  For  some  time  after  his  return,  Cobbett 
was  a shield  to  the  ministerial  party,  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham declared  in  Parliament  that  “ he  deserved  k. 
STATUTE  OF  GOLD  for  his  services  in  Ame- 
rica.” Whether  they  ceased  to  pay  him  as  well 
as  they  had  done,  or,  with  the  rise  of  his  fortune, 
a native  independence  returned,  we  cannot  say — 
but  he  now  is,  and  for  several  years  has  been  as 
conspicuous  for  his  enmity  to  the  old  herd  of  poli- 
ticians whose  whipper-in  he  was,  as  he  was  cele- 
brated for  the  support  he  gave  them  in  all  their  de- 
signs to  fetter  the  American  people,  and  make 
their  independence  a nullity. 

Extract  from  Cobbett’ s address  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, Aug.  30, 1800,  immediately  on  his  return  f rom 
America. 

“It  was  supposed  that  the  legislatures  would 
make  laws  favorable  to  their  interest,  [those  who  de- 
voted their  attention  to  manufactures]  in  order  to 
raise  America  from  a nominal  to  a real  independence  j 
and,  the  state  legislatures  seemed,  at  that  time  to  se- 
cond their  views.  This  is  as  an  enter  prize  the  most 
serious  that  could  arise  to  the  interests  of  England , and 


ism  1 1 the  spot  that  gave  it  birth,  must  have  some  j various  were  the  schemes  attempted  by  our  agents  to 
jpiJuetjce  on  the  condition  of  el|4s$ia$s  tn  those  I strmi^le  (He  infant  fferwks  in  the  cradle,  it  has  beep 
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•accomplished equal  to  our  most  sanguine  wishes. — Ini  We  have  made  such  progress  in  the  business  of  ma< 
sands  were  ruined  but  nufactu ring,  that  the  fabrication  of  various  goods,  to 


the  other  speculations  thous 
thousands  also  made  immense  fortunes  : But  fortu 
nately  for  Great  Britain  in  the  manufacturing  pro 
jects,  there  was  a general  wreck  : not  an  individual 
Vas  saved  : and  such  is  no-w , happily,  the  dislike  to 
those  undertakings , that  this  generation  must  pass 
away  before  any  attempts  will  be  made  to  revive 
them. 

Previous  to  the  revolution  America  could  not  manu- 
facture a hob-nail  for  her  own  use  ; this  prohibition  was 
the  effect  of  a British  act  of  Parliament;  and  the 
folly  of  American  projectors  has  prolonged  that  pro- 
hibition, which  the  omnipotence  of  our  parliament  at- 
tempted in  vain.  Such  is  the  almighty  power  of  silent, 
over-wakeful  British  influence.  After  America  had 
spilt  the  blood  of  her  bravest  men  in  a contest,  for  se- 
ven years  to  obtain  independence , it  was  rendered  a 
mere  bubble  by  the  intriguing  genius  of  Englishmen, 
and  their  friends,  dispersed  through  the  states.  The 
tories  have  not  talents  for  the  field,  but  in  the  cabinet 
their  powers  are  wonderful.  The  overthrow  of  these 
manufacturing  establishments  must  be  considered  as 
a chef  d' oeuvre ; whether  we  regard  the  means  by 
which  it  was  accomplished,  or  the  grand  end  that  was 
steadily  kept  in  view  ; (viz.)  to  keep  fast  hold  of  the 
skirts  of  the  garments  of  Columbia,  and  let  her  on  no 
account  go.  As  to  the  means  of  destmetion,  it  was 
various  as  the  character  of  tile  owners,  the  situation , 
or  nature  of  the  establishments.  Qf/'  Sometimes  by 
jure  ; but  most  generally  by  inundating  the  markets 
with  goods  of  the  same  manufacture  from  this  coun- 
try, and  selling  them  far  below  the  prime  cost,  in  order 
to  drive  American  manufactures  out  of  their  own  mar- 
ket. Another  method  was,  to  recommend  English  ar 
tists  o f no  talents  to  their  notice,  as  men  of  the  first 
rate  abilities.  But  what  favored  us  more  than  any 
thing  else  was,  that  war  broke  out  about  this  time 
betwixt  France  and  England.  The  manufactories  of 
France  were  cut  up.  Those  demagogues  who  had 
seized  the  reins  of  government  in  that  country,  total- 
ly ignorant  of  the  mode  of  warfare  that  ought  to  have 
pursued  against  us,  suffered  their  own  manufactories 
to  dwindle,  whilst  ours  gained  strength  by  their 
downfall.  It  was  completely  in  their  power  at  one 
time  to  have  crippled  our  cotton  manufacture,  by 
harrassing  the  transporting  of  cotton  wool ; and 
guarding  with  vigilance  those  places  from  whence 
-\ve  have  the  best  supply  : by  this  means  the  Brazil 
and  Surinam  cotton,  without  which  we  cannot  make 
our  finest  muslins,  might  have  been  raised  so  high  in 
the  foreign  market  as  to  prevent  their  consumption  : 
or,  even  at  times,  by  a scarcity,  throw  half  the  Scots 
and  Manchester  manufactories  idle  for  want  of  wool. 
But  what  did  these  French  demagogues  do  ? by  set- 
ting the  blacks  at  liberty  in  the  West  Indies,  the  war 
whoop  was  raised,  which  drove  to  the  Atlantic  shores 
20,000  Frenchmen,  and  silver  in  specie  to  the  amount 
of  40  millions  of  dollars  ; a sum  which  at  least  dou- 
bled tlie specie  in  the  United  States  ; the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  the  price  of  manual  labor,  and 
every  article  of  consumption  was  doubled.  Thus, 
a state  of  things  was  introduced,  which  made  it  im- 
possible for  the  infant  manufactories  of  America  to 
^contend  with  the  old  established  ones  of  England.” 
But  the_unjust  and  perverse  conduct  of  the  belli- 
gerent nations,  and  of  Great  Britain  especially,  simul- 
taneously aided  by  the  unfortunate  disturbances  in 
-Spain,  has  put  us  at  rest  on  tin?  score  of  manufactures 
-» — the  Hercules  that  Britain  would  have  strangled  in 
the  cradle  (to  use  the  empliatic  words  that  Cobbett 
applies  to  the  occasion)  with  all  the  vigor  of  youth, 
has  surmounted  the  difficulties  laid  in  the  way,  and 


the  value  of  many  millions  of  dollars  per  annum 
(which  we  hitherto  imported  from  England)  rnay  be 
considered  as  established,  both  of  cotton  and  wool* 
with  many  articles  of  hardware,  and  a string  of  et 

ceteras  “ too  tedious  to  mention  ” Every,  day 

brings  us  accounts  of  seme  new  manufactory  ; and 
were  a fee  intercourse  opened  with  England,  this 
moment,  her  merchants  (after  the  flush  demand  was 
satisfied)  would  find  their  orders  reduced  one  third , 
instead  of  being  increased,  as  from  our  rise  of  wealth 
and  population  might  have  been  expected. 

The  existing"  wars  will  foster  and  encourage  our 
manufacturing  establishments  ; and  the  great  inte- 
rest involved  will  insure  the  protection  of  govern- 
ment. The  capital  invested,  and  investing,  in  manu- 
facturing establishments,  in  sheep,  and  other  tilings 
incident  to  the  fabrication  of  goods  for  our  own  use* 
will  present  a bold  front  ro  those  who  shall  attempt 
to  “ inundate  the  market.”  The  number  of  our  esta- 
blishments with  the  great  vigilance  of  their  owners, 
forbid  a hope  of  exterminating*  them  by  fire,  and  we 
are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  theory  and  practice 
of  all  the  essentials  for  these  manufactures,  in  gene- 
ral, that  we  entertain  no  fear  of  having  “ English 
artists  of  no  talents  imposed  upon  us  as  men  of  the 
first  rate  abilities.” 

Always  desirous  of  obtaining  information  on  a 
subject  so  important,  as  well  for  the  gratification  of 
my  own  mind,  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  others,  I em- 
braced such  an  opportunity  a few  days  ago,  by  put- 
ting the  following  proposition  to  an  old  importer  of 
British  goods,  a gentleman  of  acknowledged  intelli- 
gence, now  actively  engaged  in  making  and  selling 
various  kinds  of  cotton  goods.  “ Are  you  of  opin- 
ion that  your  many  factory  will  sustain  itself  on  a peace 
establishment , admitting  that  congress  shall  afford  ns 
other  protection  than  the  usual  duties?”  To  which 
he  replied — “ I will  answer  you  in  a wholesale  war. 
I have  ascertained  that  I can  manufacture  certain 
goods,  always  in  demand,  to  Hie  value  of  60,000$  per 
annum,  for  a less  sum  than  12,000$  paid  for  the  la- 
bor bestowed  upon  them.  I can  therefore  come  into 
the  market  as  cheap  as  the  British  can  do,  admitting 
they  obtain  the  cotton  at  the  same  rate  that  I pur- 
chase it ; for  the  mere  d uties  of  export  and  import 
will  cover  my  whole  cost  for  labor.”  There  is  no  es- 
timate for  the  many  charges  of  freight  to  and  from 
England,  the  profits  of  the  various  persons  engaged 
in  exporting  the  cotton,  in  manufacturing  it  into 
goods,  or  in  bringing  them  hither,  &c.  &c.  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  a very  considerable  sum,  sufficient. , 
at  east,  for  the  profits  of  the  American  manufacturer, 
selling  his  own  goods  on  the  spot. 

We  were  led  to  these  brief  remai*ks  by  observing 
the  following  article  in  a New- York  paper.  Wire 
was  exceedingly  wanted  in  the  United  States  ; but 
we  notice  several  establishments  for  manufacturing 
it ; and  they  will  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
demand.  The  machinery  alluded  to,  is,  perhaps 

the  most  ingenious  of  any  yet  put  in  motion. It 

makes  cards  of  any  size, — pricking  the  holes  in  the 
leather,  and  cutting  and  bending  the  wire,  and  setting 
it,  with  astonishing  accuracy  and  expedition. 

Wire  Factory. — On  Wednesday  the  19th  instant, 
the  corner  stone  of  the  card  and  wire  factory,  to  be 
erected  for  the  New-York  manufacturing  company, 
was  laid  in  the  presence  of  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  institution,  his  excellency  Daniel  D.Tomp- 
kins,  the  hon.  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  corporation  of 
the  city,  and  a number  of  distinguished  citizens, 
who  were  invited  to  witness  the  ceremony. The 


is  rising  to  manhood  and  maturity,  as  fast  as  we  de-  Rev,  S.  N.  Rowan  made  an  appropriate  prayer. 

*ire  • fat’  the  work  tpust  and  should  be  gradual.—  I The  majority  then  retired  to  the  Mansion  house  on 
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the  banks  of  the  North  River,  and  partook  of  an  ele-  ( 
gant  collation. 

The  building  to  be  erected  will  be  200  feet  in 
length,  by  25  in  breadth,  and  bv  the  first  of  Novem-j 
ber  next,  wilt  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the! 
immensely  valuable  and  wonderful  machinery  for 
manufacturing  cotton  and  wool  cards,  lately  pur- 
chased by  the  New-York  manufacturing  company  of 
Amos  and  William  Whittemore,  of  Boston. 


Importation  of  Flaxseed. 

"The  following  table,  shewing  the  importation  of  flax- 
seed,  into  Ireland  for  the  year  1811,  is  politically 
as  well  as  commercially  interesting.  We  extract 
it' from  an  authentic  statement,  in  which  the  bar- 
rels and  bags  imported  were  reduced  to  hogsheads, 
to  shew  the  whole  in  one  denomination.  The  pe- 
riod embraced  is  from  January  5,  to  July  5,  1811, 
the  time  in  which  this  article  is  generally  received 
for  the  year. 


PORTS. 

AMERICA. 

RUSSIA. 

BRITISH. 

TOTAL. 

Belfast  . . 

4,620 

_ 

876 

5,498 

Cork  . . . 

3,703 

— 

— 

3,703 

Dublin  . . 

4,624 

- 

906 

5,530 

Drogheda  . 

78 

— 

— 

78 

Dundalk  . 

28 

— 

28 

Galway  . . 

1,400 

- 

— 

1,400 

Limerick 

2,275 

— 

— 

2,275 

Londonderry 

7,228 

1,335 

456 

9,019 

Newport  . 

1,472 

— 

— 

1,482 

Newry  . 

9,107 

37 

136 

9,270 

Sligo  . 

2,311 

. 

— 

2,311 

Waterford  . 

— r- 

— 

59 

59 

36,848 

1,372 

2,433 

40,653 

The  above  are  the  returns  of  the  seed  branded 
sound,  by  the  proper  officers — the  gross  amount  im- 
ported was  41,175  hhds. 


Additional  Instructions 

To  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

The  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  not  to  interrupt  any  vessels  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  U.  States  coming  from  British  ports 
to  the  United  States  laden  with  British  merchandize, 
in  consequence  of  the  alleged  repeal  of  the  British 
orders  in  council,  but  are,  on  the  contrary,  to  give 
aid  and  assistance  to  the  same,  in  order  that  such 
vessels  and  cargoes  may  be  dealt  with  on  their  arri- 
val as  may  be  decided  by  the  competent  authorities. 

\_JYat.  Intel. 

A COPY  OF  THE  CIRCULAR 
Addressed  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs. 

' (circular.)  ' 

Treasury  Department,  August  20,  1812. 

Sir — The  non-importation  act  being  still  in  force, 
must,  in  every  respect,  be  carried  into  effect.  It  is 
your  duty  to  seize  and  libel  British  merchandize,  in 
whatever  manner  and  by  whomsoever  it  may  be 
broughtor  sent  into  the  United  States  ; with  the  ex- 
ception only  of  property  capturedfrom  the  enemy,  the 
importation  of  which  is  permitted  by  the  fourteenth 
section  of  the  act  concerning-  letters  of  marque,  prizes 
and  prize  goods. 

In  the  cases  which,  from  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, may  be  entitled  to  relief  this  can  be  granted  only 
by  a special  act  of  congress  ; or  upon  application 


for  a remission  of  the  forfeiture  in  the.  manner  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

I have  tlie  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  collector  of  the  customs. 


American  Prizes. 

In  this  list,  which  will  be  regularly  and  methodical- 
ly continued,  it  is  proposed  to  notice  only  enemies* 
vessels  safely  arrived  in  port,  or  otherwise  conclu- 
sively accounted  for.  Re -captures,  of  which  there 
are  many  on  both  sides,  will  not  be  counted. 

In  the  following  list  there  may  be  three,  or  four  dupli- 
cates, though  we  know  of  none  such.  But  there 
are  certainly  many  omissions,  as  there  must  needs 
be,  in  a collection  of  this  kind,  made  from  two  or 
three  files  of  newspapers,  and  not  from  a reference 
to  the  publications  generally"  in  the  several  ports, 
on  which  our  future  additions  will  be  founded. — 
Considerable  difficulty  has  also  been  tin-own  in  the 
way  of  a perfect  list,  by  the  reluctance  with  which 
some  printers  notice  the  capture  of  enemies’  ves- 
sels : 

1.  Ship  Concord,  burthen  300  tons,  carrying  4 guns 
from  St.  Andrews  for  England,  laden  with  timber, 
sent  into  Salem,  by  the  Fame,  of  that  port. 

2.  Brig  Elbe,  of  200  tons,  from  ditto  for  ditto,  sent 
into  ditto  by  ditto. 

3.  Brig  Ulysses,  from  the  West-Indies  for  Halifax, 
sent  into  Norfolk  by  the  Paul  Jones  of  New-York. 

4.  Ship , from  St.  Andrews  for  London,  laden 

with  rice,  flour,  &c.  sent  into  Salem  by  the  Madison 
of  that  port. 

5.  Brig  Hermon,  with  rice,  flour  and  naval  stores, 
sent  into  ditto  by  the  Dolphin,  of  ditto. 

6.  7-  A brig  and  schooner,  with  timber,  tar  &c.  sent 
into  ditto  by  ditto. 

8.  Ship , of  14  guns,  sent  into  Gloucester 

by  the  Madison,  of  Salem,  carried  by  boarding. 

9, 10, 11, 12,  13, 14.  Six  ships  and  brigs,  among 
them  ships  Emperor  and  Experiment,  captured  by 
the  gun -boats  at  St.  Mary’s. 

15.  Schooner  Wade,  from  New-Providence  for  A- 
melia  island,  with  20,000  dollars  in  specie,  captured 
by  the  revenue  cutter. 

16.  Government  transport  No.  50,  from  Halifax 
for  St.  Johns,  laden  with  military  stores,  carrying  2 
guns  and  12  men  (who  would  not  fight)  sent  into  Sa- 
lem by  the  Madison  of  that  port — vessel  and  cargo 
worth  60,C00$>. 

17.  Brig  Eliza,  of  6 guns,  after  a small  engage- 
ment, sent  in  by  the  Madison  as  above,  carrying  only 
one  gun. 

18, 19,  20.  Three  Nova-Scotia  shallops,  laden  with 
English  and  West  India  goods,  sent  into  Marblehead 
by  the  Lion  privateer  of  that  port.  These  vessels 
had  on  board  several  thousand  dollars  in  specie. 

21.  Brig , from  Liverpool  for  St.  Johns,  carry- 

ing 6 guns — sent  into  Marblehead  without  resistance, 
by  the  Lion  and  Snow-bird,  of  that  port. 

22.  Sloop  Endeavor,  from  Bermuda  for  Newfound-- 
land,  laden  with  sugar — sent  into  Salem,  by  the  Pol- 
ly, of  that  port. 

23.  Brig , from  St.  Andrews  for  England, 

with  flour,  timber,  &c.  sent  into  Salem  by  the  Madi- 
son, of  that  port. 

24.  Ship  , of  300  tons,  laden  with  naval 

stores,  sent  into  Cape-Ann,  by  the  Madison,  of  Sa- 
lem. 

25.  Brig , of  300  tons,  from  Portsmouth,  E. 

laden  with  gun-powder,  dry  goods,  and  military 
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Stores,  bound  to  St.  Johns — sent  into  Cape  Ann,  by 
the  Madison. 

26,  27,  28.  Three  schooners,  laden  with  naval 
stores  and  provisions — sent  into  Salem  by  the  Jeffer- 
son, of  do. 

29.  Brig1  Wabisch,  laden  with  timber,  &c.  sent  into 
Salem  by  the  Dolphin,  of  do. 

30.  Schooner  Ann,  sent  into  Charleston,  by  the 
Nonpareil,  of  do. 

31.  Schooner  Pindar,  from  New-Providence  for 
Amelia,  by  the  gun-boats  at  St.  Mary’s,  with  12,00U 
dollars  in  specie. 

32.  Ship  Jarrett,  with  2 guns  and  18  men,  in  bal- 
last, from  Bristol,  E.  for  St.  Andrews — sent  into  Sa- 
lem by  the  Fair  Trader  of  that  port,  carrying  1 gun 
and  15  men.  The  Englishmen  refused  to  fight,  and 
4 of  them  entered  on  board  the  privateer. 

33.  34,  35.  Three  schooners  laden  with  pork,  wine, 
furs,  cordage,  &c.  sent  into  ditto  by  ditto. 

36.  Schooner , captured  by  the  Dolphin, 

of  Salem,  and  released,  after  taking  from  on  board  of 
her,  1000$  in  specie,  and  a quantity  of  Beaver  skins. 

37.  Schooner  Ann  Kelly,  of  Halifax,  with  an  as- 
sorted cargo,  sent  into  Salem  by  the  same. 

38, 39, 40,  41.  Four  schooners,  laden  with  naval 
stores,  corn,  &.c.  sent  into  Salem  by  the  Dolphin  and 
Jefferson,  of  ditto. 

42.  Brig , from  St.  Andrews  for  England — 

sent  into  Salem  by  the  Dolphin,  of  do. 

43.  Schooner , sent  into  Marblehead  by  the 

Lion,  of  that  port — laden  with  lumber  and  naval 
stores. 

44.  Schooner , laden  with  sugar  and  indigo 

— sent  into  Portland  by  the  Argus,  of  Boston. 

45.  Sloop , with  25  hlids.  of  sugar — sent  in- 

to Salem  by  the  Poliy,  of  do. 

46.  Schooner  Fanny,  from  St.  Croix,  for  St.  An- 
drews, in  ballast — sent  into  Baltimore  by  the  Dol- 
phin of  do.  valued  at  18,000$. 

48,  49.  Two  schooners,  sent  into  Salem  by  the 
Buckskin,  of  do. 

50.  Brig  Lamprey,  from  Jamaica  for  Halifax,  la- 
den with  rum — sent  into  Baltimore  by  the  U.  States’ 
frigate  Essex. 

51.  Brig , a transport,  with  197  soldiers — 

cap  lured  by  do.  and  ransomed  for  a bill  on  London 
for  14,000$ — the  vessel  and  troops  were  disarmed 
and  released,  on  an  exchange  receipt,  and  their 
path  not  to  serve  until  its  provisions  were  complied 
with. 

52.  Schr.  Mary- Ann,  from  Halifax  for  Quebec  with 
military  stores,  on  board  of  which  col.  Pearson,  a 
British  officer,  was  passenger,  sent  into  Salem  by 
the  Buckskin  of  do. 

53.  Ship  Mary  from  Bristol,  E.  for  St.  Johns,  car- 
rying 14  heavy  guns,  a valuable  vessel  having  on 
board  a considerable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, sent  into  Salem  by  the  Dolphin  of  do. 

54.  Schr. , laden  with  provisions,  sent  into 

Wiscasset,  by  the  Fair  Trader  of  Salem. 

55.  Schr.  Diligent,  with  55  pipes  of  brandy,  sent 
into  Salem  by  the  Polly  of  that  port. 

56.  57.  Two  schooners  with  cargoes  of  provisions, 
pork,  corn,  kc.  sent  into  Salem  by  the  Snow  Bird  of 
ditto. 

58.  Snow , mounting  6 heavy  guns  with  a 

quantity  of  small  arms  and  ammunition,  from  Lon- 
don for  Amelia  island,  sent  into  Savannah  by  the  re- 
venue cutter  James  Madison. 

59.  Schr  Jane,  from  the  West  Indies  for  Halifax, 
sent  into  Marblehead  by  the  Dolphin  of  Salem. 

60.  Ship  Ann  Green,  of  430  tons,  carrying  eight 
12  pounders  and  two  long  6’s,  an  excellent  vessel, 
from  Jamaica  for  Greenock,  with  a cargo  of  rum. 


&e.  valued  at  $50,000,  sent  Into  Boston  by  the  Gossa- 
mer of  that  port. 

61.  Barque  St  Andrews,  carrying  8 guns,  sent  into 
Portland  by  the  Rapid  of  Boston. 

62.  Brig  Shamrock  of  300  tons,  6 guns  and  16  men, 
sent  into  Savannah  by  the  revenue  cutter  Madison. 

63.  Schr.  Sally,  captured  by  the  Teazer  of  New- 
York,  and  given  up  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of 
her  prisoners  ; — several  of  the  crews  of  the  prizes 
entered,  having  sworn  to  defend  the  American 
flag. 

64.  Schr.  Nelson,  laden  with  oil,  furs,  fish,  &c. 
sent  into  Salem  by  the  Buckskin  of  that  port. 

65.  Schr. , sent  into  Machias  by  the  Fame 

of  Salem. 

66.  Schr.  Three  Brothers,  sent  into  Boston,  by  the 
Wiley  Reynard  of  do. 

67. "  Barque , sent  into  Portland  by  the  Ca- 

therine of  Boston. 

68.  Brig , in  ballast,  captured  by  the  Polly 

of  Salem,  ransomed,  after  taking  out  a few  bales  of 
dry  goods. 

*69.  Ship  Henry,  from  St.  Croix  for  London,  a ves- 
sel of  the  first  ciass,  new,  coppered  and  completely 
furnished, ; burthen  400  tons,  10  heavy  guns,  laden 
with  about  700  hhds  sugar,  13  pipes  old  wine,  See. 
valued  at  from  150  to  $170,000,  sent  into  Baltimore, 
by  the  Comet  of  that  port. 

" 70.-  Schr.  Alfred,  from  Bermuda  for  New-Provi- 
dence, with  an  assorted  cargo,  sent  into  Baltimore 
by  the  Spencer  of  Philadelphia. 

71.  Schr.  Eliza,  of  Halifax  from  Jamaica,  sent  in- 
to Salem  by  the  Polly  of  that  port. 

72.  Brig"  Lady  Sherbrook,  250  tons  burthen,  arm- 
ed with  4 six  pounders,  laden  with  lumber  and  fish, 
sent  into  New -York  by  the  Marengo  of  that  port. 

73.  Brig  Elizabeth  k Esther,  from  St.  John’s  for 
Bermuda,  with  a cargo  of  fish,  pork  and  some  dry 
goods,  sent  into  Philadelphia,  by  the  Gov.  M'Kean 
of  do. 

74.  Ship  Boyd,  from  New-Providence  for  Liver- 
pool, carrying  10  heavy  guns,  laden  with  cotton,  log- 
wood and  coffee,  sent  into  Philadelphia  by  the  Globe, 
of  Baltimore,  after  a running  fight  of  an  hour  and 
a half — none  killed  on  either  side. 

75.  Brig  Ranger,  from  Cape  Henry  for  London, 
carrying  6 guns,  laden  with  coffee  and  logwood,  cap- 
tured by  the  Matilda  of  Philadelphia,  and  sent  into 
that  port,  after  a short  engagement,  in  which  the 
British  captain  was  mortally  wounded. 

76.  Schr.  Polly,  sent  into  Boston  by  the  Wiley  Rey- 
nard of  do. 

77.  78,  79.  A ship  and  two  brigs  sent  into  Wiscas- 
set. 

80.  Sloop  Mary-Ann,  laden  with  3000  bushels  of 
salt,  sent  into  Philadelphia,  by  the  Paul  Jones  of 
New-York. 

81.  Ship  Hassan,  from  London  for  Havana,  carry- 
ing 14  guns  and  20  men,  laden  with  wines,  dry  goods, 
kc.  worth  $200,000,  captured,  after  half  an  hour’s 
combat,  with  the  loss  of  her  captain  killed  and  a boy 
wounded,  by  the  Paul  Jones,  then  of  3 guns.  The 
guns  of  the  Hassan  were  transferred  to  the  privateer, 
and  the  vessel  ordered  for  Savannah. 

82.  Brig  Harmony,  from  Greenock  for  Quebec,  a 
fine  vessel,  250  tons  burthen,  carrying  4 heavy  guns, 
iaden  with  a cargo  of  dry  goods,  kc.  sent  into  New- 
York  by  the  Yankee  of  Bristol,  R.  I. 

83.  Brig , captured  bv  the  Yankee  and  giv- 

en up  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  her  prisoners. 

84.  Ship  Braganza,  from  Port  au  Prince  for  Lon- 
don, mounting  12  guns,  burthen  400  tons,  deeply 
laden  with  coffee  and  logwood,  captured  and  sent 
into  Baltimore  by  the  Tom  of  that  port,  after  a run- 
ning fight  of  55  minutes,. 
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85.  Brig1  Peter  Waldo,  from  New-Castle,  E.  for! 
Halifax  with  a full  cargo  of  British  manufactures, 
clearing1  for  the  captors  $100,000,  sent  into  Portland, 
by  the  Teazer  of  New-York. 

86.  Schr-Ann,  from  the  city  of  St.  Domingo  for) 
Guernsey,  carrying  4 guns,  and  laden  with  logwood 
»nd  mahogany,  sent  into  Baltimore  by  the  Globe  of 
ditto. 

87.  Ship  Prince  Adolphus,  from  Martini  co  for  Fal- 
mouth, E.  mounting  8 guns,  with  36  men,  among 
whom  where  the  governor,  collector  and  post-master 
of  Demarara,  sent  into  Philadelphia  by  the  Governor 
M‘Kean  of  that  port. 

88.  Ship , from  London  for  Halifax,  laden 

with  dry  goods,  glass  crates  and  ironmongery,  worth 
$150,000  sent  into  Portland  by  the  Teazer  of  New- 
York. 

89.  Schooner  Harriet,  from  New-Providence  for 
Havanna,  with  8000  dollars  in  specie,  sent  into  Balti- 
more, by  the  High  Flyer  of  that  port. 

90.  Brig  Ceres,  a valuable  vessel,  sent  into  Salem, 
by  the  John  of  that  port 

91.  Brig  — , laden  with  timber,  taken  by  a Sa- 

lem privateer,  recaptured  by  the  English,  and  taken 
and  sent  into  Gloucester  by  a Lynn  privateer. 

' 92.  Brig  William,  from  Bristol  (Eng.)  for  St. 
John’s,  with  a cargo  of  coal,  butter,  and  sundries, 
sent  into  Boston  by  the  Rossie,  com.  Barney,  of  Balti- 
more. 

93,  94,  95,  96,  97,  98,  99.  One  ship,  five  brigs  and 
a schooner,  all  laden  with  fish  and  timber,  captured 
by  the  Rossie  and  burnt, 

100,  101.  One  brig  and  a schooner,  captured  by 
the  Rossie,  and  sent  to  Newfoundland,  with  the  crews 
of  the  above  vessels,  108  in  number,  on  parole  and 
receipt  for  exchange.  1 Commodore  Barney  sent  also 
his  compliments  to  admiral  Sawyer,  desiring  the 
poor  fellows  might  be  fairly  treated  and  promising  a 
larger  supply  very  soon  ! 

102.  Schooner  Industry,  from  Newfoundland  for 
St.  John’s,  sent  into  New-York  by  the  Benjamin 
Franklin  of  that  port. 

103.  Schooner  Perseverance,  from  St.  Augustine 
for  Nassau,  in  ballast,  sent  into  Charleston  by  the 
Nonsuch  of  Baltimore. 

104.  Ship  Sir  Simon  Clark,  16  guns,  39  men,  from 
Jamaica,  for  Leith,  with  a cargo  of  sugar,  rum,  cof- 
fee, &c.  worth  from  100  to  §450,000,  sent  into  Nor- 
folk bv  the  Globe  of  Baltimore.  She  was  gallantly 
carried  by  boarding  after  a brisk  cannonade  of  a few 
minutes.  The  British  ship  had  four  men  killed,  with 
the  captain  and  three  others  severely  wounded.  The 
second  lieutenant  and  the  drummer  were  killed  on 
board  the  Globe,  and  one  wounded. 

105.  Brig  Honduras  Packet,  2 guns  and  12  men, 
with  a valuable  cargo  of  rum  and  dry  goods,  from 
Jamaica  for  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  sent  into  Charles- 
ton by  the  Mary- Ann  of  that  port. 

106.  Brig  Amelia,  10  guns  and  17  men,  from  Mal- 
ta for  Havanna  with  a valuable  cargo  of  wine,  castile 
soap,  oil,  &c.  &c.  sent  into  Charleston  by  the  Mary- 
Ann  of  that  port.  The  Mary -Anil  carries  but  one 
gun  and  50  men. 

107.  Schooner  Mary,  from  Gonaives  for  Jamaica, 
laden  with  cotton,  captured  by  the  Mary -Ann  and 
burnt. 

108.  Schooner — (armed)  after  a smart  brush 

taken  by  the  Mary- Ann  and  released  to  discharge 
her  prisoners. 

309.  Schooner  Union,  from  Jamaica  for  Quebec, 
with  146  puncheons  of  rum  ; vessel  and  cargo  worth 
§30,000,  sent  into  Salem  by  the  John  of  that  port. 

110.  Brig  Elizabeth,  from  Gibraltar  for  Quebec, 
ballast,  burthen  300  tons,  4 guns  and  12  men,  .gent 
.into  Salem  by  the  John  as  above* 


111,  112,  113.  Three  brigs  laden  with  lumber,  t#- 
ken  by  the  John  and  released. 

114,  115.  A schooner  and  a sloop,  from  St.  John’s 
for  Halifax,  laden  with  lumber,  sent  into  Gloucester 
by  the  Orlando  of  that  port. 

116.  Brig  General  Blake,  (under  Spanish  colors) 
said  to  have  British  papers — sent  into  Charleston  by 
the  revenue  cutter  Gallatin. 

117.  Brig , from  Jamaica  for  Halifax — sent 

into  Charleston  by  the  Bunker-Hill,  of  New-York. 

118.  Brig  James,  sent  into  Falmouth  by  the  Bunk- 
er-Hill, as  above. 

119.  Ship  Apollo,  8 guns,  burthen  409  tons — sent 
into  Salem,  by  the  John,  of  Salem. 

120.  Ship  Ro}’al  Bounty,  10  guns,  burthen  700  tons 

captured  by  the  Yankee,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.  after  a 

smart  action  of  20  minutes,  in  which  the  captain,  the 
two  mates  and  two  seamen  of  the  Royal  Bounty  were 
wounded,  and  a boy  killed  ; two  men  were  wounded 
on  board  the  Yankee.  The  vessel  being  old  was  de- 
stroyed. 

121.  Brig  Mary,  from  Scotland  for  Newfoundland 
— captured  by  the  Yankee,  and  released,  to  dispose, 
of  her  prisoners,  47  in  number. 

122-  Schooner  Venus,  with  119  puncheons  of  rum, 
a quantity  of  sugar,  fruits,  &,c.  sent  into  Portland  by 
the  Teazer  of  New-York. 

123.  Ship  Osborne,  10  guns,  18  pounders,  26  men, 
from  Gibralter  for  St.  Andrews,  in  ballast* — burthen 
500  tons— sent  into  ditto  by  ditto,  after  a long  fight  in 
which  no  person  on  either  side  was  injured.  It  is  said 
tbe  governor  of  Nova-Scotia  has  offered  3Q,000§  for 
the  Teazer.  This  privateer  carried  only  two  guns, 
and,  at  the  time  she  captured  the  Osborne,  had  not  30 
men. 

124.  Brig  Eliza,  from  Jamaica  for  Halifax,  laden, 
with  rum  and  sugar,  sent  into  New-York,  by  the  Ma- 
rengo of  that  port. 

125.  Brig  Richard,  300  tons,  laden  with  timber— 
sent  into  Marblehead  by  the  Industry,  of  Lynn. 

126.  Brig  Nancy,  with  a full  cargo  of  provisions— 
sent  into  Salem  by  the  Fair  Trader,  of  that  port. 

127.  Brig , from  Quebec  for  the  Westlndies, 

laden  with  flour — sent  into  New  YTork  by  the  Bunker- 
Hill,  of  do. 

128.  Schooner , sent  into  Providence,  (Me.) 

by  the  Leander,  of  Providence,  (R.  I.)  This  is  the 
little  privateer  which  certain  persons  at  that  place 
sunk,  to  prevent  s^tch  disasters. 

129.  Brig  Leonidas,  of  14  guns,  a first  rate  vessel^ 
from  Jamaica  for  Belfast,  laden  with  about  230  hhds. 
sugar,  75  puncheons  rum,  coffee,  pimento,  &c.  sent 
into  Savannah  by  the  Mars,  of  Norfolk.  The  brig 
was  carried  by  boarding,  after  a short  resistance,  in 
which  she  had  one  man  wounded. 

130.  Schooner  Sky-Lark,  from  Quebec  for  Marti- 
tinique,  laden  with  provisions,  sent  into  New-York 
by  the  Bunker-Hill,  of  that  port. 

131.  Brig  Lady-Prevost,  from  Halifax  for  Jamaica, 
sent  into  New-York  by  the  Marengo,  of  do. 

132.  Brig  Friends,  sent  into  Boston,  by  the  Benja- 
min Franklin  of  New-York. 

133.  Brig  Mary,  from  Fictou,  for  England — sent 
into  ditto  by  ditto. 

134.  Ship  Jenny,  12  guns  and  18  men,  from  Liver- 
pool for  St.  Johns,  with  salt — sent  into  Salem  by  the 
Rossie  of  Baltimore. 

135.  Ship  John  of  Lancaster,  16  guns  and  30  men, 

from  London  for  Martinique — sent  into  Philadelphia 
by  the  United  States’  squadron  under  commodore 
Rodgers.  >• 

136.  Schooner , of  170  tons,  from  Point-Pe- 

tre  for  Halifax,  a very  valuable  and  fast-sailing  ves- 
sel, laden  with  sugar  and  rum — gfint  illt9  JPoi’tJgnd  by 
tie  Teazsr,  of  N^w-York-. 
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Events' of  the  War. 

MILITARY. 

Callender  Irvine , esq.  of  Philadelphia,  is  appoint- 
ed commissary-general  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
place  of  Samuel  Carswell,  esq.  resigned. 

Captain  Robert  Kent,  of  the  14-th  U.  S.  regiment, 
lias  marched  from  the  encampment  near  Baltimore, 
with  about  80  men,  to  the  northward. 

The  11th  regiment  of  New- York  artillery  have  vo- 
lunteered their  services  to  the  governor  of  the  state. 

Captain  Hartell’s  company  of  New-York  light  in- 
fantry, have  volunteered  their  services  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

We  have  this  week  to  announce  a signal  calamity — 
General  HvU,  with  the  whole  North  Western  army, 
consisting  of  2500  men,  with  25  pieces  of  cannon,  has 
surrendered  to  the  British  and  Indians,  command- 
ed by  major  general  Brock,  without  a battle — without 
any  apparent  effort  to  maintain  the  honor  of  his 
country. 

As  yet  this  lamentable  transaction  is  involved  in 
mystery.  Our  army  appears  to  have  been  well  sup- 
plied with  all  sorts  of  stores — to  have  had  an  abun- 
dance of  provisions  with  every  m unition  of  war, 
and  the  British  force,  (without  taking  into  view  the 
advantages  that  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
strong  fortifications  at  Detroit, ) seems  inferior  in 
point  of  numbers,  to  the  troops  under  Ifidl.  We  are 
lost  in  astonishment  in  reflecting' on  this  disaster;  how 
it  has  been  brought  about  is  yet  incomprehensible; 
a strange  misfortune,  mighty  error,  or  horrid  trea- 
chery lias  befallen  us  ; but,  as  we  are  uninformed  of 
particulars,  it  is  right  to  suspend  our  opinion  until 
the  facts  shall  appear,  all  of  which  shall  be  carefully 
recorded.  > 

The  Western  papers,  and  private  letters  from  that 
quarter,  abound  with  the  sevei'est  animadversions  on 
general  Null — charging  him  with  incompetency,  or 
insinuating  something  worse.  This  is  also  surprising, 
for  few  men  ever  entered  upon  a command  with 
greater  popularity  than  that  gentleman. 

It  appears  that  colonel  M ‘Arthur  refused  to  accede 
to  the  articles  of  capitulation — Gen.  Hull  is  said  to 
be  on  board  tlie  Queen  Charlotte,  near  Niagara,  and 
a number  of  officers  have  arrived  at  gen.  Van  Rensel- 
lear’s  head  quarters,  on  parole.  The  surrender  does 
not  appear  to  have  cost  the  British  one  drop  of  blood. 

Chiliccthe,  August  25. 

By  the  politeness  of  captain  Brush,  who  is  just  ar- 
rived from  the  river  Raisin,  we  have  been  favored 
with  the  following  important  intelligence,  which  we 
hasten  to  lay  before  our  readers  : 

Detroit,  14  ih  August,  1812. 

SIR — The  state  of  the  communication  between  this 
and  the  river  Raisin,  is  such  that  a sufficient  detach- 
ment cannot  be  sent  at  present  to  bring  on  the  provi- 
sions with  safety.  Yon  will  therefore  remain  at  tlie 
river  Raisin,  and  in  conjunction  witli  the  regiment 
Le  Croix’s  corps  and  your  own,  protect  the  provi- 
sions and  yourselves  until  further  orders.  Tlie  de- 
tachment sent  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  com- 
munication are  so  fatigued  after  a severe  ai.d  victo- 
rious battle  that  it  will  return  here. 

I am  respectfully, 

W.  HULL, 
Qtaigi-alcommanuing. 

Captain  flush,  or  the 

officer  at  the  rive^fli^sTn. 

P.  S.  If  cq^pltiitg  with  colonel  Anderson  and  cap- 
tain Jobaa‘t,’'tue  bearer  of  this,  and  from  ail  the  in-; 


formation  you  can  obtain,  it  should  be  the  ©pinion* 
you  can  come  an  upper  road  crossing  the  river  Hu- 
ron, at  Godfrey’s  trading  establishment,  you  are  au- 
thorised to  proceed  that  route,  in  which  case  you  will 
give  me  au  immediate  notice.  No  person  must  know 
this  excepting  col.  Anderson  capt.  Jcbart  and  your- 
self. Take  captain  Jobart  for  a guide,  and  if  he  re- 
commends other  guides,  with  him,  they  shall  be  paid. 
Captain  Le  Croix,  with  his  company  will  proceed  ou 
with  you. Respectfully,  W.  HULL. 

Captain  Brush. 

Detroit,  August  12,  1812. 

Captain  II  Brush, 

Dear  Sir, — I have  several  times  written  to  you 
since  1 heard  you  was  on  your  march,  but  1 find  that 
my  letters  have  never  reached  you.  Two  detachments 
have  been  sent  to  meet  you,  but  both  returned  with 
loss. — We  have  abandoned  Canada,  and  the  British 
force  is  now  opposite  this  place  pointing  their  artille- 
ry— the  firing  will  commence  shortl}'.  I fear  you 
will  not  be  able  to  see  us.  If  possible  take  care  of 
yourself  and  part}- — the  enemy  may  not  have  force 
to  see  you  and  attend  to  us. 

The  bearer  will  or  can  give  you  a hint  of  our  situ- 
ation.— Adieu,  I have  not  time  to  write. 

.Respectfully  yours, 

DUNCAN  M‘ARTHUR, 

River  Rush,  August  16th,  1812. 

Captain  Henry  Brush , 

Sir, — By  the  within  letter  you  will  see  that  the 
army  under  general  Hull,  lias  been  surrendered — by 
the  articles  you  will  see  that  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  detachment  under  your  command  ; you  will^ 
therefore,  I hope,  return  to  Ohio  with  us. 

DUNCAN  M‘ARTHUR. 

Head  quarters,  at  Detroit. 

August  16th,  1812. 

Sir, — I have  signed  articles  of  capitulation  for  the 
surrender  of  this  garrison  in  which  you  and  your  de- 
tachment are  prisoners  of  war. — Such  part  of  the 
Ohio  militia  as  have  not  joined  the  army,  will  be 
permitted  to  return  to  their  homes,  on  condition 
that  they  will  not  serve  during  the  war — their  arms, 
however,  will  be  delivered  up  if  belonging  to  the 
public. 

I am  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W,  HULL  Brig,  Celt., 
Commanding  the  N.  W.  army. 

Col.  Duncan  M* Arthur, 

Head- Quarters,  Detroit,  Aug.  16,  1812. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

It  is  with  pain  and  anxiety  that  brigadier  general 
Hull  announces  to  the  north-western  army,  that  he 
has  been  compelled  from  a sense  of  duty  to  agree  to 
the  following  articles  of  capitulation. 

Art.  I.  Fort  Detroit,  with  all  the  troops,  regular^ 
as  well  as  militia,  will  be  immediately  surrendered 
to  the  British  fordes,  under  the  command  of  major- 
general  Brock,  and  will  be  considered  as  prisoners 
of  war  ; with  the  exception  of  such  of  the  militia 
of  the  Michigan  territory  who  have  not  joined  the 
army.  • •'*'*  - 

II,  All  public  stores,  arms  and  all  public  docu- 
ments, including  every  tiling  else  of  a public  nature, 
will  be  immediately  given  up. 

III.  His  excellency  brigadier-general  Hull  having 
expressed  a desire  that  a detachment  from  the  stale 
of  Ohio,  on  its  way  to  join  his  army,  as  well  as  one 
sent  from  Fort  Detroit,  under  the  command  of  cola- 
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•nel  M'Arthur,  shall  be  included  in  the  above  capitu - capture  of  Detroit,  with  general  Hull  and  all  fits  arntii , 
lation,  it  is  accordingly  agreed  to  ; it  is  however  to  on  the  1 6th  instant,  together  iciih  the  . id. dm  vessel  of 
be  understood  that  such  part  of  the  Ohio  militia  as  -wav,  and  other  navel  free.  The  following  is  the  svb- 
have  not  joined  the  army,  will  be  permitted  to  re-stance  of  an  official  communication,  addressed  to  colonel 
turn  to  their  homes,  on  condition  that  they  will  not  Meyers,  upon  the  subject — the  dispatches  having  been 
serve  during"  the  war.  Their  arms,  however,  will  be  forwarded  to  his  excellency  sir  George  T'revost,  by  way 
delivered  up,  if  belonging"  to  the  public.  ! of  York. 

V.  The  garrison  will  march  out  at  the  hour  of  j On  the  night  of  the  1 5th  instant,  general  Brock  ar~ 
twelve  o’clock  this  day,  and  the  British  forces  will!  rived  at  Arnherstburg,  ■ with  a reirfr,  cement  of  41/0  men, 
take  immediate  possession  of  the  fort.  j including  militia  and  regulars,  and  immediately  pro- 


(Signed)  J.  MACDONALD,  Lt.  Col. 

.Militia,  P.  A.  D.  C. 

J.  B.  GLEGG,  Major 

A.  b.  c. 

JAMES  MILLER,  Lt.  Col. 

, 5th  U.  S.  infantry. 

E.  BRUSH,  Col.  1st  regt. 

Michigan  militia. 

Approved, 

W.  HULL,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding  the  N.  IV.  army. 

Approved, 

ISAAC  BROCK, 

Major-  General. 

The  army,  at  12  o’clock  this  day,  will  march  out 
of  the  east  gate,  where  they  will  stack  their  arms, 
and  then  be  subject  to  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

WM.  HULL,  Brigadier-general, 

Commanding'  the  JY.  IV.  army. 

“Chiucothe,  August  22,  1812. 

“ In  haste  I send  you  the  following  copy  of  a letter 
this  moment  received  by  major  David  Kmkead,  from 
Joseph  Foos,  brigadier-general  4th  brigade,  2d  divi- 
sion. You  will  recollect  that  Hull  evacuated  Canada 
on  the  night  of  the  7th.”  ( Aurora. 

“ Madison  county,  head  of  Deer  Creek , 
Aug^ist  21, 1812. 

Sir — In  haste  I drop  a line  by  the  governor’s  ex- 
press, he  carries  the  melancholy  news  of  the  surren- 
der of  Detroit,  with  the  whole  territory  of  Michigan, 
by  general  Hull,  to  the  British  government,  without 
a struggle.  Our  brave  countrymen  are  now  prisoners 
of  war.  If  the  whole  requisition  late  called  for,  in 
the  three  first  brigades,  in  the  2d  division,  have  not 
yet  marched,  you  will  use  every  exertion  by  starting- 
expresses  to  ride  night  and  day,  to  get  them  started. 
You  will  then  direct  them  to  proceed  to  Ui  burn  a,  by 
forced  marches.  The  public  stores  on  the  frontiers, 
and  at  the  treaty,  are  to  be  protected. 

JOSEPH  FOOS. 

Brigadier-general,  4th  brigade,  2d  division. 

E.rtrnrt  of  a letter  from  Fort  Wayne,  elated  JLugust  19. 

11 1 have  the  mortification  to  announce  to  you  the  destruction  of 
captain  Heaid  and  his  company,  on  their  retreat  from  tort  Dear- 
born* to  this  place.  It  happened  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  inst. 
by  an  army  of  Indians,  ol'  about  five  or  six  hundred,  consisting  of 
the  following  tribes,  viz.  Oitaways,  Chippeways,  Winnebagoes, 
Kir.kapoos,  Momominies,  and  some  Puitawatamies.  Captain  Wells, 
who  went  to  assist  captain  Heaid, on  his  retreat,  is  among  the  num- 
ber of  killed.  We  cannot  learn  that  any  escaped.  But  it  is  stated, 
that  captain  Heaid,  Mi*.  Kinzi,  and  some  women,  are  made  pri- 
soners. 1 he  particulars  of  the  action  I omit  tnl  another  express. 

The  detachment  of  2000  Pennsylvania  militia  are  to 


ceedecl  to  make  arrangements  for  advancing  to  Sand- 
wich, which  the  enemy  had  e vacuated  a few  days  be- 
fore. On  the  evening  of  the  1 5th  a fire  was  opened 
from  our  batteries  and  continued  for  an  hour  with  great 
effect , and  recommenced  before  d^y  on  the  morning  of 
the  1 6th,  from  three  mortars , one  18  pounder  and  two 
12  pounders,  at  which  time  our  troops  crossed  the  river 
under  cover  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  and  Hunter  brig , 
at  a point  called  Spring  Wells  about  three  miles  below 
Detroit , preceded  by  a body  of  600  Indians  who  were 
landed  a mile  lower  down  and  marched  throug  h some 
thick  woods  with  the  intention  of  covering  the  lift  flank. 
The  landing  was  effected  in  good  order,  without  any 
opposition,  the  general  being  among  the  first  boats. 

Our  army  consisting  of 7 00  men  advanced  in  column 
and  took  up  a good  position  in  line  about  a mile  and  a 
half  in  front  of  Detroit— -every  preparation  was  in- 
stantly made  for  the  assult  of  the  fort  at  one  of  the 
salient  angles,  which  would  have  taken  place  in  a fez o 
minutes,  had  not  a white  fag  been  perceived  coming 
from  the  garrison,  the  bearer  bringing  proposals  from 
the  exterminating  general  Hull,  offering  to  surrender 
upon  conditions  zvhich  were  soon  dictated  in  general 
Hull’s  tent  by  captain  Glegg,  and  colonel  M’Donell , 
A.  D.  C.  to  general  Brock.  A detachment  of  ge-} 
neral  Hulls  army,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
M’  Arthur,  zvho  were  on  their  return  to  the  fort,  zvere 
included  in  the  capitulation.  The  fruits  of  this  at- 
chievement  have  been  the  capture  o/  2500  regulars  and 
militia  and  twenty-jive  pieces  of  ordnance  and  othet 
valuable  stores , artillery , &c.  without  the  loss  of  one 
drop  of  British  blood.  The  Adams  and  other  vessels 
will  be  immediately  employed  in  sending  down  the  prison- 
ers to  Fort  Erie. 

General  Brock  was  to  embark  on  the  1 7th  in  the 
evening,  and  general  Hull  and  the  colors  of  the  4-th 
United  Slates  regiment  accompany  him.  The  firing' 
from  our  batteries  took  effect  the  moment  our  guns  open- 
ed, and  one  12  pound  shot  killed  four  officers  and  one 
private  at  the  same  minute.  The  commander  of  Michili- 
makinac  zvas  among  the  number,  although  sent  to  ge- 
neral Midi  on  parole  from  our  side  not  to  serve  during 
the  war. 


Meadvilk,  on  the  25th  September,  thence  to  march  to  Bwftaloe 
(New  York),  the  general  orders  have  been  sent  by  expresses  to  the 
several  brigade  inspectors.  The  adjutant-general,  Reed,  proceeds 
to  Meadvill  • to  organize  the  detachments,  deliver  commissions,  &c 
&c.  The  draft  is  made from  the  7th,  9th,  11th,  12th,  14th,  15th, 
and  16th  divisions,  ail  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains. Demo.  Press. 

British,  account  of  the  capture  of  Detroit  and  general 
Midi’s  army,  by  capitulation,  on  the  1 6th  of  An 
gust,  1812. 

From  the  Bee,  printed  at  Niagara,  Aug.  22. 

The  pleasing  task  has  nozu  fallen  to  our  lot,  in  con- 
firmation of  the  uniform  predictions  of  the  Bee,  to  an- 
nounce to  the  public  the  important  intelligence  of  the 


* Or  Chicago  on  lake  Michigan. 


The  defeat  of  General  Hull  has  aroused  the  people 
of  Baltimore.  A very  considerable  number  cf  per- 
sons have  associated  for  the  purpose  ot  offering  their 
services  to  the  president,  under  the  act  of  congress, 
authorising  the  acceptance  of  volunteers  ; and  their 
object  is  Canada.  In  our  next  paper  we  expect  to 
make  an  honorable  record  of  their  proceedings — some 
are  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  Baltimore  city 
and  county  will  furnish  a regiment  of  as  brave  and 
hardy  volunteers  as  have  ever  trod  the  field.  Large 
subscriptions  are  made,  and  are  making,  to  provide 
for  the  comfort  of  these  gallant  fellows  while  from 
home,  and  to  subsist  the  families  of  such  as  require 
it.  But  the  volunteers  are  chiefly  single  men. 

On  the  spur  of  tiie  moment,  1800  Kentucky  volun- 
teers, with  200  regulars  assembled  at  Newport,  as 
ordered  by  governor  Scott — and  have  marched ! — 
May  they  return  covered  with  glory  ! — This  prompt 
titude  deserves  success. 

Our  southern  coast  appears  to  be  in  a respectable 
state  of  defence.  The  militia  with  alacrity  obeying 
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the  call  of  their  country.  The  regulars  enlisted  in 
South  Carolina,  have  been  drawn  from  the  interior. 

Nothing  very  interesting  has  occurred  on  the  New- 
York  frontier  since  our  last,  the  proposed  armistice 
appearing  to  have  had  a real  effect  in  that  quarter. — 
A few  incidents  like  that  recorded  under  the  Wa- 
terford head  have  occurred. 

The  6th  and  15th  regiments  of  U.  States’  troops 
have  marched  from  Albany  for  the  frontiers. 

The  Abbe  Raynal,  bias  accused  us  of  a total  want  of  genius.  In 
hundreds  of  instances  this  has  been  proved  to  be  false.  Hud  he 
been  present  this  day  af  the  navy  yard,  where  an  experiment  was 
made  on  a piece  of  cannon  of  a new  construction,  he  would  have 
come  forward  and  apologised  foriliis  error.  The  improvement  is 
simple  ; prudence  forbids  an  explanation ; suffice  it  to  say,  that 
in  this  improved  cannon,  no  accident  can  happen  in  spunging  or 
loading  ; and  it  may  be  charged  and  fired  eight  times  in  the 
same  period  that  the  common  cannon  can  be  loaded  and  fired  six. 
Some  other  very  essential  advantages  attend  it.  Being  the  first  oi 
the  construction  ever  cast,  it  was  tried  first  with  a quarter  charge 
—second,  a half  charge  with  ball— third,  a full  charge— fourth,  a 
proof  charge— and  last  a full  charge  with  ball;  and  all  succeeded 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  those  present,  among  whom  were  many 
officers  of  the  army.  Nat.  Int. 

Watertown , (left’,  co.)  August  11.— Col.  Stone,  while  on  his  way 
from  Sachets  Harbor  to  Cape  Vincent,  in  a boat  with  about  30  men 
was  attacked  last  week  by  a launch,  from  the  Royal  George  with 
nearly  the  same  number  of  men.  The  British  commenced  their 
fire  some'  time  before  they  were  within  reach.  The  co).  directed 
his  men  to  kneel  close  down  in  the  boat,  till  they  came  within  12 
rods  of  her.  This  order  was  obeyed  until  we  came  within  about 
18  rods  when  the  balls  came  so  fast  from  the  British  and  some  of 
them  through  the  clothes,  and  one  through  the  hat  of  our  men,  the 
colonel  ordered  them  to  rise,  take  good  aim  and  fire,  which  they 
did  all  as  one.  No  sooner  was  this  fire  made  than  the  launch  put 
about,  and  made  her  escape,  by  double  manning  their  oars  under 
a discharge  of  several  rounds  from  our  boat ; no  lives  were  lost  on 
onr  part. 

Lexington,  (K.)  August  8.— We  understand,  that  the  executive 
has  issetrd  orders  for  the  volunteers  of  this  state,  not  destined  for 
Canada,  to  he  placed  under  the  command  of  governor  Harrison. 
Tin-*  Red  Banks,  and  Louisville,  are  appointed  as  their  places  of 
rendezvous,  this  arrangement  will  give  governor  Harrison  the 
command  of  4000  as  brave  men  as  the  world  can  produce.  Many 
of  them  had  expressed  their  regret  at  not  being  ordered  out  with 
the  first  detachment : They  will  now  be  gratified  and  under  the 
commander  of  their  choice,  will  soon  march  to  certain  victory,  and 
hvmor. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER,  DATED 

Buff  aloe,  August  25. — “ I arrived  here  yesterday, 
to  if) sped  the  troops.  The  vessels  with  Hull’s  army 
eamc  down  opposite  this  plr.ee  last  evening.” 
NAVAL. 

The  United  States  frigate  Essex  has  taken  eight 
English  ships,  and  has  sent  the  prisoners  to  New- 
foundland. 

Prizes  are  pouring  into  almost  every  convenient 
port ; and  many  privateers  are  still  fitting  out.  We 
are  endeavoring  to  get  a list  of  them.  100  sail  are 
at  sea. 

Thirteen  American  vessels,  prizes,  have  been  sent 
into  St.  John’s,  Newfoundland. 

COMMODORE  RODGERS. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  31. — The  British  ship  John,  of 
Lancaster,  (midshipman  Cox,  prize-master)  of  six- 
teen guns  and  thirty  men,  prize  to  the  squadron  un- 
der the  command  of  commodore  Rodgers,  is  below. 
She  was  taken  on  the  26  th  of  July,  lat.  30,  N.  long. 
21,  W.  on  her  passage  from  London  to  Martinique, 
in  ballast — and  parted  the  next  day,  the  squadron 
then  standing  N.  W. 

We  are  informed,  tkat  in  the  action  between  the 
President  and  Belvidere,  commodore  Rodgers  had 
his  leg  broken,  and  twelve  men  were  killed  by  the 
bursting  of  a gun.  Midshipman  Taylor,  and  three 
men  were  killed,  and  midshipman  Montgomery  and 
five  men  wounded  by  the  fire  from  the  Belvidere. 

The  squadron  had  only  taken  four  vessel.':,  viz. 
two  brigs  which  were  burnt,  and  the  abovemention- 
ed  ship  John,  and  brig  Dolphin,  of  Guernsey,  both 
sent  for  the  first  port  in  the  United  States. 

Boston,  August,  31. 

The  United  States  frigate  Constitution,  captain 
Hum*  anchored  yesterday  in  the  outer  harbor,  from 
a Sjlioa'i,  cruise,  uAiring  Winch,  she  leli  in  wadi  the 


English  frigate  Guerriere,  which  she  captured,  after 
a short,  but  severe  action.  The  damage  sustained 
by  the  fire  of  the  Constitution,  was  so  great,  that  it 
was  found  impossible  to  tow  her  into  port,  and  ac- 
cordingly the  crew  were  taken  out  and  the  ship  sunk. 
Particulars  of  the  late  action  between  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Constitution,  and  the  British  frigate  Guerriere, 
[Communicated  to  the  editors  of  the  Boston  Gazette 
by  an  officer  on  board  the  Constitution.] 

Lat.  41,  42,  N.  long.  55, 33,  W.  Thursday,  August 
20,  fresh  breeze  from  N.  W.  and  cloudy ; at  2 P.  M. 
discovered  a vessel  to  the  southward ; made  all  sail  ill 
chase  ; at  3 perceived  the  chase  to  be  a ship  on  the 
starboard  tack,  close  hauled  to  the  wind  ; hauled  S. 

5.  W. ; at  halt*  past  3,  made  out  the  chase  to  be  a 
frigate  ; at  4,  coming  up  with  the  chase  very  fast  ; 
at  quarter  before  5,  the  chase  laid  her  main  topsail 
to  the  mast ; took  in  our  top  gallant  sails,  staysails, 
and  flying  gib  ; took  a second,  reef  in  the  topsails, 
hauled  the  courses  up  ; sent  the  royal  yards  down  g 
and  got  all  clear  for  action ; beat  to  quarters,  on 
which  the  crew  gave  three  cheers ; at  5,  the  chase 
hoisted  three  English  ensigns,  at  five  minutes  past  5, 
the  enemy  commenced  firing ; at  20  minutes  past  5, 
set  our  colors,  one  at  each  mast  head,  and  one  at  the 
mizen  peak,  and  began  firing  on  the  enemy,  and  con- 
tinued to  fire  occasionally,  he  wearing  very  often,  and 
we  manoeuvring  to  close  with  him,  and  avoid  being, 
raked  ; at  6,  set  the  main  top  gallant  sail,  the  enemy 
having  bore  up,  at  five  minutes  past  6,  brought  the 
enemy  to  close  action,  standing  before  the  wind  ; at 
fifteen  minutes  past  6,  the  enemy’s  mizen  mast  fell 
over  on  the  starboard  side  ; at  twenty  minutes  past 

6,  finding  we  were  drawing  ahead  of  the  enemy,  luff- 
ed short  round  his  bows,  to  rake  him  ; at  25  minutes 
past  6,  the  enemy  fell  on  board  of  us,  his  bowsprit 
foul  of  our  mizen  rigging.  We  prepared  to  board, 
but  immediately  after,  his  fore  and  main  masts  went 
by  the  board,  and  it  was  deemed  unnecessary.  Our 
cabin  had  taken  fire  from  his  guns  ; but  soon  extin-' 
guished,  without  material  injury  ; at  30  minutes  past 
6,  shot  ahead  of  the  enemy,  when  the  firing  ceased 
on  both  sides  ; he  making  the  signal  of  submission, 
by  firing  a gun  to  leeward  ; set  fore  sail  and  main 
sail,  and  hauled  to  the  eastward  to  repair  damage  ; 
all  our  braces  and  much  of  our  standing  and  run- 
ning rigging  and  some  of  our  spars  being  shot  away. 
— At  7,  wore  ship,  and  stood  under  the  lee  of  the 
prize — sent  our  boat  on  board,  which  returned  at  8, 
with  capt.  Dacres , late  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Guer~ 
Here  mounting  49  carriage  guns,  and  manned  with 
302  men  ; got  our  boats  out,  and  kept  them  empio}  - 
ed  in  removing  the  prisoners  and  baggage  from  the 
prize  to  our  own  ship.  Sent  a surgeon’s  mate  to  as- 
S:st  in  attending  the  wounded,  wearing  ship  occa- 
sionally to  keep  in  the  best  position  to  receive  the 
boats.  At  20  minutes  before  2,  A.  INI.  discovered  a 
sail  off  the  larboard  beam,  standing  to  the  south  ; — - 
saw  all  clear  for  another  action  ; at  3 the  sail  stood 
off  again  ; at  day-light  was  hailed  by  the  lieutenant 
on  bo-.rd  the  prize,  who  informed,  he  had  four  feet, 
of  water  in  the  hold,  and  that  she  was  in  a sinking 
condition:  all  hands  employed  in  removing  the  pri- 
soners, and  repairing  our  own  damage  through  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  Friday  the  20tli  commenced 
with  light  breezes  from  the  northward,  and  pleasant 
— our  boats  and  crew  still  employed  as  before.  At 
3 P.  M.  made  the  signal  of  rec.d  for  our  boats  (bav- 
ng  received  all  the  prisoners)  they  immediately  left 

heron  fire,  and  a quarter-past  3,  she  blew  up.  Gup 
?oss  in  die  action  was  7 killed  and  7 wounded  j aim  : g 
tie  former,  lieat.Bush  of  marines,  and  among  tee 
beutenant  Morns,  severely*;  and  Mr.  Jlyb 

i * i'w  Vv  i t eg  vering. 
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'win,  the  master,  slightly.  On  the  part  of  tne  enemy, 
15  men  killed,  and  64  wounded.  Among  the  former, 
lieutenant  Ready,  2d  of  the  ship  ; among  the  latter, 
captain  D acres,  lieutenant  Kent , 1st;  Mr.  Scott, 
master  ; and  master’s  mate. 

The  Constitution  took  and  destroyed  2 English 
brigs,  one  in  ballast  and  one  loaded  with  lumber, 
bound  to  England.  Also,  two  days  previous  to  failing 
in  with  the  Guerriere,  re -captured  the  brig  Adeline, 
of  Bath,  from  London,  with  a full  cargo  of  dry  goods, 
which  had  been  taken  7 days  previous,  by  the  sloop 
of  war  Avenger,  took  out  the  crew  and  put  a prize 
master  on  board,  and  ordered  lier  into  the  first  port 
in  the  United  States. 


Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  privateer  schr.  Globe 
of  Baltimore. 

On  the  14th  July,  got  under  way — blowing  fresh — 
Taylor  fell  from  the  mainmast  and  broke  his  right 
thigh ; — at  9 o’clock,  jp.  m.  sprung  the  mainmast, 
lost  the  tender,  and  put  in  to  refit.  15th,  arrived  oft' 
Annapolis  ; the  fort  fired  at  us  on  account  of  not 
hoisting  a signal;  the  shot  passed  between  the  masts, 
ho  damage.  17th,  shipped  a new  mainmast,  &c. — a 
large  brig  hove  in  sight  and  came  to  in  the  bay  ; the 
fort  fired  several  shot  at  her  which  did  not  reach — 
the  Baltimore  letter  of  marque  Cora  in  company  with 
'us — the  Cora  sent  her  boat  on  board  the  brig,  which 
proved  to  be  H.  B.  M.  dispatch  brig  Bloodhound, 
of  10  guns  ; took  possession  in  co.  19th,  got  under 
way  with  a fine  light  breeze.  20th,  arrived  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads.  24th,  got  under  way,  and  went  to  sea 
with  a fine  crew  of  about  80  men  in  all.  25th,  spoke 
ship  Marmion,  from  New-Orleans  for  Baltimore. — 
26th,  spoke  ship  South  Carolina,  from  do.  for  do. ; 
boarded  a large  ship  from  Havannah  for  New-York, 
all  well.  27th,  boarded  a schr.  from  the  West-Indies 
for  New-England,  who  had  fallen  in  with  four  sail  off 
merchantmen  without  convoy  three  days  before; — 
brought  to  schr.  Polly,  of  Boston,  from  Havana  for 
do.  examined  her  papers,  &c.  30th,  brought  to 

ship  Camilla,  of  Philadelphia,  from  Cadiz  for  do  ; — 
boarded  a Swedish  schr.  from  St.  Barts,  for  Norfolk, 
and  while  over  hauling  her,  being  at  the  mast-head, 
1 discovered  a sail  ahead,  which  we  gave  chase  to 
but  lost  her  in  the  night.  31st,  saw  a sail,  to  which 
we  g'ave  chase  and  m about  tluee  hours  were  within 
gun-shot,  when  we  commenced  firing ; she  hoisted 
British  colors  and  returned  fire  with  her  stern  chas- 
ers, 2 long  9’s,  which  was  continued  for  about  40 
minutes,  against  our  long  9 (midship)  that  being  the 
only  gun  we  could  get  to  bear,  as  it  was  blowing 
fresh,  and  she  crowded  all  sail ; when  we  got  close 
enough  we  began  to  fire  broadsides,  (charged  with 
round  shot,  double -shotted,  and  then  with  lan grage 
and  round)  which  she  returned,  broadside  for  broad- 
side ; when  we  got  within  musket-shot,  and  fired  se- 
veral vollies  into  her,  she  struck,  after  a brisk  engag- 
rnent  of  an  hour  and  half.  She  proved  to  be  the  Eng- 
lish letter  of  marque  ship  Boyd,  from  New-Provi- 
dence  for  Liverpool,  laden  with  coffee  dye-woods  and 
cotton — 'mounts  10  guns,  viz.  2 long9’s,  2 short  12’s 
and  6 long  6’s.  None  hurt  on  either  side.  Our  sails 
and  rigging  cut — their  boat  shot  all  over,  rigging 
and  sails  cut,  and  several  shot  in  the  hull.  Took  out 
all  the  crew,  except  the  mate  and  two  men,  and  put 
a prize-master  and  eight  men  on  board,  and  ordered 
her  for  Baltimore — [arrived  in.  Philadelphia.]  The 

prisoners  used  as  ourselves.  Aug.  1st,  parted  with 
the  Boyd,  and  went  in  quest  of -two  other  English 
vessels  which  were  expected. this  way.  Repaired  da- 
mages. Seven  prisoners,  entered  as  seamen.  Saw  a 
schooner  and  gave- chase,  but  lost  her  in  the  night ; 
saw  another- sad  same  night,  which  also  escaped. — j 


2d,  11  a.  3i.  saw  Bermuda,  We  passed " Within  g-tiu-/ 
shot,  cruised  oft'  under  British  colors.  Sd,  at  sun- 
rise, saW  a sail  ahead,  standing  towards  us;  when 
we  got  near  enough,  manoeuvred  for  two  hours  ; she 
appeared  to  be  an  English  sloop  of  x-  ■ r ; she  gave 
chase,  but  soon  gave  it  up,  as  they  did  not  m dee  any 
way  with  us.  4th,  saw  a schr.  to  windward,  and 
chased  all  day  ; sweeps  out  from  4 till  8 v.  v. — she 
altered  her  course,  and  escaped  under  cover  of  the 
night.  8th,  officers  and  men  put  on  allowance  of 
three  quarts  of  water  per  day,  for  cooking,  &c.  9th, 
liquor  exchanged,  quart  for  quart,  for  water.  14th, 
saw  a sail  ahead,  to  which  we  gave  chase,  and  cap- 
tured without  resistance.  Sbe  proved  to  be  the  Bri- 
tish schr.  Ann,  from  the  City  St.  Dorr.  :n go  for  Guern- 
sey, laden  with  mahogany  and  logwood  ; mounts  4 
guns,  and  carries  9 men. — [arrived.] 

[Several  other  interesting  journals,  in  type,  ornkted.} 


The  Chronicle. 

Several  flags  of  truce  and  cartels  with  prisoners,  &c.  have  ar- 
rived at  Boston  and  New-York.  The  British  schooner  Hone  ar„ 
rived  at  the  first  mentioned  port  on  the  25th  ult.  having  sailed 
from  Halifax  at  an  hours  notice,  on  the  arrival  of  a frigate  in  30 
days  from  England — the  Hope  had  orders  to  wait  an  answer  front 
Washington.  . . 

The  war  in  Spain  continues  without  any  material  . liange  in  its 
aspect  since  our  last  notices  of  it.  The  details  arc  tedious  and 
generally  uninteresting.  The  French,  in  possession  of  many  of 
the  provinces,  are  chiefly  acting  on  the  defensive. 

M ssrs.  Porter  and  Johnson  (federalists)  have  been  elected  repre- 
sentatives in  congress,  from  Rhode  Island. 

The  Manufacture  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  vessels  is  briskly 
going  on,  as  well  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  as  in  all  tiie 
ports  of  the  world  which  the  l •_  ws'of  the.  war  has  reached ! 

Several  vessels  have  arrived  from  England,  richly  laden  with 
goods. 

We  are  now  assured  that  France  lias  declared  war  against  Russia 
—it  was  officially  announced  at  Paris  on  the  2d  of  July.  As  ther 
emperor  is  near  the  Russian  frontier  with  a mighty  army,  great 
events  may  be  looked  for. 

Louisiana  election.— Ihe  returns  of  votes  being  canvassed  it  ap- 
pealed that  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne  had  2750  votes  and  Jacques  Viilere 
945  ; being  the  wo  highest  of  the  candidates  the  legislature  pro- 
ceeded agreeably  to  the  constitution  to  select  the  governor,  and 
Mr.  C.  had  33  votes,  Mr.  V.  but  6— the  former  was  thereon  declar- 
ed duly  elected. 

The  revolutionists  in  East  Florida  have  formed  a convention,  con- 
sisting of  15  members  to  draf*  a constitution  and  make  such  other 
municipal  regulations  as  maybe  deemed  expedient.  The  conven- 
tion was  to  have  met  on  the  27th  ult  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a 
director  or  governor  general.  They  intend,  immediately  alter 
their  government  is  organized,  to  make  a vigorous  effort  to  possess 
themselves  of  the  province  and  deliver  it  up  to  the  United  States. 

[ Washington  (Geo.)  Monitor. 

We  understand  by  a gentleman  from  East  Florida,  that  the  pa- 
triots had  a convention,  and  have  appointed  John  Houston  M‘ 1 11- 
tosh,  governor,  and  elected  members  of  the  legislature. 

This  looks  like  men  determined  to  be  free,  and, in  nil  their  laudable 
exertions,  we  most  heartily  wish  them  success.— We  trust  that  un- 
der the  guidance  of  that  Omnipotent  Power,  whose  darling  attri- 
bute is  liberty,  they  will  be  able  to  burst  the  S etters  which  have  en- 
chained them  under  a despot,  and  assume  their  proper  rank  among 
the  people,  as  freemen.  Georgia  Argus 

WTe  have  favorable  accounts  from  the  Creek  Indians.  They 
have  put  to  death  six  of  the  people,  adjudged  guilty  of  murdering' 
certain  white  persons,  and  cropped  hvi  others;  and  appear  de- 
termined to  preserve  a good  understanding  with  the  United  States.  - 

A duel  between  lords  Camden  and  Castlereagh,  in  consequence 
of  a dispute  on  American  affairs,  is  stated  to  have  been  fought  on 
the  9th  of  July,  in  which  the  latter  was  killed. 

Boston,  August  29. 

When  the  Jamaica  fleet  was  fallen  in  with,  on  the 
6th  of  August,  it  consisted  of  about  70  sail  under 
convoy  of  the  Africa  64,  Thetis  38,  (short  handed, 
having- lost  136  men  by  sickness)  and  two  gun  brig's. 
Two  days  previous  the  Shannon,  Guerriere,  and  Bel- 
videra,  had  left  the  fleet  in  pursuit  of  three  sail 
which  they  supposed  to  be  an  American  squadron. 


The  address  of  the  committee  in  the  state  of  New-* 
York,  in  support  of  the  nomination  of  DevAtt  Clin- 
ton, as  president  of  the  United  States  is  laid  oft  for 
our  next. 

The  title  and  index  for  the  second  volume  will  ac-~; 
company  the. next  number. 
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Address, 

%f  the  committee  of  the  city  of  Nc\o-Turk,  acting  under  the  authority 
' of  the  general  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  state  of  Nae- 

i'ork , in  sit  port  of  the  non  inn:  ion  fine  hon.  DE  WITT  CLIN- 

TON , to  i he  presidency  of  the  United  States  at  the  ensuing  election. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OP  THE  EXITED  STATES. 

Tel law-Citizens,— I' h e most  important  interests  of  the  United 
States  are  interwoven  with  the  acts  of  their  chief  magistrate.. 
Every  citizen  has,  therefore,  a deep  concen:  in  th«  choice  of  that 
high  officer,  and  an  undeniable  right  to  lay  his  reflections  on  that 
subject,  respectfully,  but  with  freedom,  in-fore  tiie  community,  of 
which  lie  is  a member. — On  that  broad  basis  we  might  perhaps 
justify  this  address,  and  trust  to  die  correctness  of  the  principles 
we  maintain,  for  vindication  with  our  countrymen  ; but  we  are  in- 
duced to  present  ourselves  by  another,  and  we  think  a sufficient 
consideration. 

Tiie  state  of  New- York  lias,  by  an  open  nomination  of  a candi- 
date for  the  presidency,  entered  its  formal  protest  against  the  prac- 
tice of  congressional  nominations.  Convinced  as  we  are  ot  the 
superior  worth  and  qualifications.  of  Mr.  Clinton,  we  are  also  im- 
pelled by  .the  sinccresi  respect  to  the  federal  constitution  ; by  our 
desire  to  preserve  the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  as  guaranteed  and 
marked  out  by  that  instrument ; by  a regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
people  and  to  the  freedom  of  election,  to  maintain  her  in  the  stand 
she  nas  taken. 

The  general  committee  of  correspondence  on  the  part  of  the 
Stale,  have  appointed  us  a Select  committee  to  explain  and  vindicate 
the  grounds  on  which  the  nomination  has  been  made,  and  to  aid  in 
carrying'  it  into  effect.  We  have  accepted  the  trust,  and  shall  per- 
form it  at  least  with  fidelity.  The  li  ar  of  criticism  and  censure 
shall  not  overawe  the  sense  of  duty,  nor  silence  the  strong  convic- 
tions of  our  judgment.  Our  interests  and  obligations,  whether  as 
citizens  of  this  state,  or  of  this  coiifed.  ration,  haw,  we  know,  a 
reciprocal  relation  ; and  we  cannot  be  true  to  the  one,  without 
diligently  discharging  the  other. 

Nevertheless,  we  feel  much  restraint  and  embarrassment  in  tints 
appearing  before  the  American  nation  ; we  are  sensible  of  the  de- 
licacy of  the  undertaking,  and  enter  upon  it  with  diffidence  and 
solicitude.  While  most  anxious  to  avoid  blame,  and  to  obtain  con- 
sideration only  through  the  purity  of  our  motives,  and  the  sound- 
ness ot'  ogr  opinions,  we  anticipate  harsh  animadversions:  we  shall 
be  held  up  to  the  scrupulous  as  rash,  and  to  the  formal  as  innova- 
tors: our  appeal  to  your  tribunal  will  be  stigmatized  as  presump- 
tuous: our  sincere  persuasions  on  subjects  of  national  concern, 
will  be  imputed  to  unworthy  motives;  will  be  treated  with  levity 
by  some,  and  opposed  with  bitterness  by  many. 

We  arc,  however,  convinced  that  those  will  be  loudest  in  their 
invectives,  whose  interests  are  engaged,  or  whose  prejudices  have 
been  enlisted  against  the  cause  we  espouse,  and  in  favor  of  the  doc- 
trines we  conceive  it  our  duty  to  dispute. — Does  the  Mussulman 
who  venerates  the  Koran,  and  bows  before  the  crescent,  alride  the 
scrutiny  of  the  understanding,  or  weigh  the  force  of  argument, 
when  lie  reviles  the  Christian  infidel  that  rejects  the  Mahometan 
faith  ? 

Free  citizens  of  America,  be  not  deceived  by  such  as,  wrapping 
themselves  up  in  the  mantle  of  infallibility, 'disdain  to  inquire  after 
truth  by  the  solar  light  of  reason,  or  to  learn  wisdom  iiitheschuol 
of  experience : distrust  those  who  shrink  from  investigation, because 
it  is  their  interest  to  maintain  prevailing  tenets,  and  to  continue 
existing  practices  ; examine  national  questions  for  yourselves : de- 
cide upon  them  according  to  the  counsel  of  y our  own  unbiassed 
judgments. 

We  have  said  that  the  state  of  Ntw-York  has  entered  its  protest 
against  congressional  nominations.  In  doing  so,  it  has  acted  wisely. 
Tne  nomination  of  a candidate  j\r  the  presidency  of  the  United 
St:  ties  by  a,)i  association  of  members  of  congress,  convened  at  the  seat 
of  government,  is  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  the  federal  constitution, 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  the  freedom  of  election. 

Whoever  examines  that  constitution  with  attention,  will  perceive 
that  the  election  ol  the  president  is  intended  to  i>e  made,  not  by 
th <s people  of  tiie  United  States,  in  the  sense  in  which  they  may  be 
said  to  choose  the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives ; but  by 
the  states  composing  the  union,  in  their  separate  sovereign  capacities, 
each  state  voting  in  the  ratio  of  its  population. 

The  unbiassed  exercise  of  inis  invaluable  right  of  state  sovereign- 
ty has  been  guarded  in  that  instrument  witn  jealous  cave.  “ No 
sen;  ft  or  or  representative,  or  person  bolding  an  office  of  trust  or 
profit  under  the  United  Stat.  s,  shall  be  appointed  an  elector."  Even 
a stat",  iii  delegating  its  own  sovereign  right , is  restrained  from 
confiding  its  power  to  any  person  connected  with  die  congress  of 
•file  general  government. 

Permit  us  now  to  ask,  did  this  pointed  exclusion  of  the  individu- 
als composing  congress,  or  interested  iu  the  general  government, 
from  participating  in  the  election  of  president,  inertly  contemplate 
the  avoidtngof  corrupt  influence  ? Even  if  that  w civ  its  only  ob- 
ject, no  evasion  of  it  should  be  tolerated  ; but  we  believe  it  further 
anc|  more  particularly  aimed,  at  uusintcimiig  the  -authority  and 


rights  of  the  individual  states ; and  we  are  confirmed  in  that 
opinion  by  observing  that  where  the  members  of  the  house  of  re* 
presentatiyes  are,  from  necessity,  permitted  to  interfere  in  tha 
election,  they  are  compel!'  <1  to  vote  by  states.  The  constitution 
thus,  in  every  case,  maintaining  the  principle  that  die  chief 
magistrate  is  to  be  chosen  by  the  states,  in  their  separate,  sovereign 
capacities. 

Itis  perfectly  manifest,  therefore,  that  those  who  compose  a con- 
gressional caucus  are,  except  in  one  event,  and  that  in  the  last 
extremity,  excluded  by  tin*  express  words  ot  the  constitmnm,  from 
iatc-rmediing  in  the  election  oi  a president.  Can  their  attempt 
then  in  the.  first  instance,  to  nominate  the  candidate  lor  that  office, 
b<  consistent  with  its  spirit  ? Who  should  nominate  ? Some  among 
die  slates  which  enjoy  the  constitutional  rightto  elect.  Stm-iv  none 
of  those  persons,  whose  interference  is  cautiously  prohibit'  d as 
teeming  with  danger,  and  who  are  therefore  made  subject  to  an 
incapacity  imposed  upon  no  other  citizen : and  yet,  these  prohibit- 
ed and  disqualified  charaett  rs,  are  to  stand  forth  and  designate  the 
president  with  an  authority  so  conclusive,  that  to  differ  from  them* 
a i»d  exercise  an  independent  right,  agreeably  to  the  letter  ana 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  is  stigmatized  us  nothing  short  of  politi- 
cal btresy  2 

The  very  power  possessed  by  congress  of  selecting  among  the 
different  candidates,  where  a choice  has  failed  through  a diyisioif of 
the  electoral  votes,  although  it  may  be,  and  vie  believe  has  been  the 
motive  and  gronmUtmrrk  <f  congressional  nominations,  ought  in  all 
delicacy  and  fairness,  to  be  an  insuperable  bar  against  them.  The 
bias  of  that  Domination  is  certain  of  influencing  the  result  of  that 
selection.  The  connection  between  a nomination  originated 
through  members  of  congress,  and  an  eventual  choice  by  them 
conformably  thereto, Is  obvious  and  has,  we  fear  been  contemplated. 
But  is  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  or  the  princi- 
ples of  justice,  that  those  should  decide  in  the  last  appeal,  w ho 
had  made  themselves  partisans  in  the  first  resort,  and  had  commit- 
ted themselves  by  previous  engagements? 

We  are  p ware  of  the  distinctions  made  by  members  of  congress. 
When  naming  those  nominations,  they  affect  to  act  in  the  capa- 
city only  of  private  citizens.  Is  it  possible  that  the  good  sense  of 
the  community  can  be  deceived  by  such  a sh  dlow  artifice  ? If  in 
good  until  they  mean  to  act  only  as  private  citizens,  let  them  do. 
so  in  their  respective  states,  to  which  the  right  of  election,  and  tbs 
consequent  light  of  nomination  belong.  Thereof  any  where)  their 
influence  would  be  correctly  exercised.  But  at  the  v.  ry  s-.u  of 
government,  on  forbidden  ground,  that  almost  all  the  disqualified 
persons  in  the  union  should  assemble,  and  designate  a presidential 
candidate,  seems  to  us  som.-tifing  like  an  indecent  infrigemtnt  of 
the  rights  of  the  states,  and  an  open  contempt  of  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution.  If  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives were  to  assemble  and  point  out  to  the. president  and  senate,  a 
foreign  ambassador  or  a judge,  would  it  not  be  considered  as  mon- 
strous arrogance?  How  then  are  we  to  characterize  the  act  of  Vhe 
same  inen,  and  of  the  senate,  who,  notwithstanding  their  personal 
disabilities,  presume  to  nominate  to  the  respective  states,  the  officer 
whom  they  are  required  to  choose?  Suppose  the  two  houses,  by  a 
concurrent  resolution,  recommended  a candidate  for  the  chief  ma- 
gistracy, who  would  hesitate  to  say  it  was  a violation  of  the  consti- 
tution : If  then,  such  an  act  by  them  in  the  forenoon,  would  be 
a violation , is  not  the  very  same  act  by  the  v-  ry  same  men  in  the 
altt  moon,  at  h ast  an  evasion  of  the  constitution  ? Are  not  the 
mischiefs  to  which  we  have  already  alluded,  and  those  we  are 
about  to  suggest,  as  likely  to  result  from  their  vote  in  caucus,  as 
from  their  vote  in  congress  ? Indeed,  of  two  evils,  let  us  choos"  the 
least.  If  they  are  to  interfere  iet  them  do  it  in  such  a way,  as  that 
their  conduct  may  be  fairly  cognizable  by  their  constituents.  If 
they  must  act,  let  them  act  at  East  under  their  official  responsibility. 

if  we  are  not  mistaken,  we  have  demonstrated  that  a nomination 
to  the  presidency,  by  members  of  congress,  is  repugnant  to  the 
comtitntimi : we  shall  now  vindicate  that  instrument,  by  shewing 
that  the  measure,*!  it  shall  glow  into  usage,  will  also  be  dangerous 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  the  purity  and  freedom  of  elec- 
tion. “ It  it  shall  grow  into  usage:”  and  has  it  no*  already  grown 
into  usage?  Is  it  not  engrafting  itself  upon  om*  constitution,  and 
acquiring  strength,  after  the  manner  of  all  other  successful  usurpa- 
tions? Even  now,  acquiescence  in  ? he  regular  r.oar.itation  cl  IVashr 
ington,  is  by  many  considered  as  the  touchstone  of  republicanism. 
The  individuals,  or  the  states  that  dare  to  exercise  the  right  of 
independent  choice,  are  denounced  as  schismatics  and  fnctionists ; 
and  if  already  an  innovation  so  recent,  and  so  flagrant,  be  called 
the  regular  nomination,  what  will  be  its  influence,  should  time  and 
repetition  give  it  additional  sanction?  Let  the  encroachments  of 
constituted  authorities,  upon  every  free  government  that  has  been 
undermined,  furnish  the  answer.  Should  the  practice  become  in- 
vet-  rate  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  to  ircomnigate  a.  nomination 
will  be  to  decree  the  election.  The  congress  will  appoint  tire  fa  esi- 
dem,  and  the  constitutional  electors  wili  be  more  officers,  to  register 

its  C'UlClSo 

Would  this  change  in  our  system  produce  beneficial  results? 
At  best  it  would  endangei  the  independence  of  the  executive,  by 
giving  to  congress  at* iupSaeiuw  ovoy  the  measures  of  guveraiuoaj 
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rr!  in  the  eastern 

tates,  while  no  one  talks  of  South  Carolina  of  lYniisjlvania  infiu- 
uce  ? Wo re  not  disposed  to  facilitate  our  success,  by  encouraging 
hose  jealousies  against  Virginia  intluer.ee.  The  best  interests  of  the 
■\  sovereign  right  of  the  j union  require  that  they  should  be  allayed;  but  we  are  convinced 
d influence,  or  sacrificed  to  | they  never  will  cease,  while  the  cause o.  pretext  fur  thou  remains. 

Virginia  herself,  as  she  values  the  couf1  deration,  should  abdicate 
a situation,  which  site  cannot  retain  without  wounding  tile  feelings 
of  her  associates,  anti  weakening  their  attachments  tor  our  union. 

Anoihe.r  evil  has  resulted  from  the  protracted  continuance  of 
power  in  the  same  quarter.  The  agricultural  and  commercial  state* 
are  beginning  to  be^irrayeu  against  each  other,  ar.d  to  feel  as  if 
they  were  not  connected  by  a common  hand  of  interests.  The 
errors  of  this  sentiment  we  disclaim  ; but  the  practical  merchants 
and  farmers  are  prone,  in  every  country,  to  regard  each  other  as 


never  contemplated  by  the  constitution, ami  calculated  to  diminish  j chief!}  owing  ? lVhy  is  Virginia  influence.  a Ir 
the  responsibility  of  .he  president,  the  people's  only  security 
his  faithful  conduct  in  ofiice.  The  chief  magistrate  of  the  uni 
would  owe  liis  elevation  and  continuance  in  office  to  a junto 
congressmen,  and  not  to  the  nat 
states  would  be  absorbed  ihcongn 

executive  patronage  ; and  an  inestimable  control,  provided  by  the 
constitution  over  the  measures  oi‘  the  federal  administration,  and 
vested  in  the  stan-s,  would  be  thus  deflated  and  destroyed.  But  in 
truth,  the  general  government  would  he  made  to  depend  upon  itself 
and  upon  its  skill  in  generating  a cabin  through  intrigue,  and 
intrigueiug  through  a cabal. 

If  the  heads  of  departments,  with  their  clerks  and  the  other  per- 
sons holding  offices  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  were 
to  assemble  in  their  individual  capacities,  at  the  eapitol  at  Wash- 
ington, and  nominate  a presidential  candidate,  would  you  not  be 
disgusted  and  shocked  ? and  yet  do  you  believe  that  they  are  passive 
spectators  of  a regular  caucus  nomination  ? Mark  the  danger  at 
least,  that  on  some  future  occasions,  men  whose  station  and  stand- 
ing, nay,-  Whose  very  bread  may  depend  upon  the  continuance  of 
the  same  administration,  will  cultivate  the  opportunities  of  private 
friendship,  of  official  intercourse,  of  familiar  hospitality,  of  public 
magnificence ; will  bias  the  understanding,  engage  the  hearts,  w ork 
upon  the  Weakness,  and  perhaps  tamper  with  the  purity  of  your 
representatives,  collected  as  they  will  he  in  the  very  focus  of  ex- 
ecutive ihfluen.ee;  and  having  made,  them  fitting  instruments,  will 
remain  in  thebaek  ground,  but  in  fact  promulgate  the  nomination 
of  their  own  peculiar  patron  and  protector,  or  perpetuate  the  suc- 
cession, if  not  in  the  same  family,  at  least  in  the  same  dynasty! 

How  far  the  germ  of  these  evils  is  already  observable",  we  do  not 
wish  to  enquire ; but  rather  proceed  to  indicate  another  danger 
which  would  grow  out  of  this  change  of  System,  and  become  daily 
mote  imminent  from  the  increasing  importance  of  this  country. 

As  yet,  we  hope, no  foreign  power  lias  attempted  to  influence  the 
elections  of  our  chief  magistrate.  The  thing  is  impossible,  so  long 
as  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  are  observed  in  spirit  as  well 
as  letter.  While  the  choice  of  that  officer  is  in  truth  lhade  by  the 
states,  no  foreign  agents  can  approach  them  or  bias  their  suffrages ; 
and  thus  a calamity  that  has  harassed  Poland,  Venice,  Genoa,  the 
Papal  See,  almost  every  other  people  Having  an  elective  executive, 
is  effectually  guarded  against.  But  as  we  rise  in  the  scale  of  nations, 
should  we  concenter  the  real  electors  (or  at  least  those  whose 
nomination  is  to  be  receiv  ed  as  the  first  regular  step  to  an  election) 
in  tlie  one  place,  and  that  to  the  residence  of  foreign  ministers, 
whose  diplomatic  office  it  often  is  to  conciliate  and  corrupt, can  we 
be  so  foolish  as  to  suppose,  that  the  opportunity  would  be  neglected 
by  them  of  obtaining  ahold  in  our  councils,  and  a control  over  our 
government? 

These  are  our  convictions  respecting  the  unconstitutionality  and 
dangers  of  our  congressional  nominations.  Were  we  not  restrained 
by  respect  for  many  of  the  individuals  concerned  in  them,  we 
would  expatiate  on  them  as  a public  offence  ; and  did  we  not  hope 
that  general  reprobation  would  henceforward  abolish  their  use, 
we  should  urge  their  prohibition  by  law.  Very  different  indeed 
is  the  nomination  by  individual  states.  Though  not  enjoined  by 
the  constitution,  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  its  principles,  and 
oan  never  produce  any  inconvenience  but  the  number  of  candi- 
dates ; which  Would  at  least  be  accompanied  with  the  advantage 
of  affording  a greater  opportunity  for  judicious  selection.  Thy 
inconvenience,  however,  is  merely  imaginary,  and  would  never 
have  practical  existence.  Mutual  forbearance,  reciprocal  inter- 
course, and  good  understanding,  w ould  be  established  by  the  com- 
mon interests.  Circumstances  would  almost  always  decide  which 
state  should  nominate.  The  acknowledged  celebrity  or  worth  of 
some  .prominent  character;  the  propensity  to  rotation';  the  impor- 
tance of  some  membars  of  the  confederation,  and  other  similar 
considerations,  would  combine  to  indicate  the  state  from  which 
the  chief  magistrate,  for  a term,  should  be  taken.  If  any  one  am'ong 
them  should  be  perpetually  urging  pretentions  and  claiming  supe- 
riority or  should  seek  to  retain  to  itself  a monopoly  of  honors  or 
power,  the  spirit  of  independence,  equality,  and  participation  iii 
the  other  states,  would  check  its  pretensions  and  teach  it  modera- 
tion. ' 

The  state  of  New*York  has  now,  for  the  first  time,  put  forward 
its  claim;  and  examine,  we  request  you,  whether  sohie  considera- 
tions do  not  strongly  mark  the  propriety  of  its  giving  the  next 
president  to  tlie  union. 

The  state  of  Virginia  has,  for  twenty  out  of  the  twenty-four 
years  of  our  present  government,  enjoyed  that  honor;  she  seems 
desirous  of  possessing  it  for  another  term,  and  perhaps  for  as  many 
more  as  the  patience  of  her  sister  states  will  permit.  We  cheerful- 
ly acknow  ledge  the  worth  and  services  of  tlie  magistrates  she  has 
produced  ; nor  do  we  'doubt  her  competency  to  furnish  a brilliant 
succession  for  many  years  to  come;  but  may  be  permitted  to  sug- 
gest, that  the  patriotism  and  wisdom  of  the  union  art  not  entirely 
confined  within  her  pr  cine  is.  If  her  pretensions  be  founded  on 
exclusive,  or  even  superior  talents,  they  are  offensive  to  her  com- 
peers, and  we  think  unjust.  If  other  states  then,  can  furnish  able 
and  intelligent  chief  magistrates,  there  arc  reasons  at  no  fight  mo- 
ment, why  she  should  for  a time,  retire  from  the  colnpetitiou.’ 

Perhaps  if  the  original  framers  of  Our  constitution  had  inserted 
a provision  for  the  practical  restoration  of  the  presidential  office, 
jn  the  different  states,  and  in  some  proportion  to  tln  ir  population 
or  importance,  they  would  have  given  an  additional  proof  of  their 
wisdom  and  fim  sight.  If  they  had  done  so,  we  should  not  now  have 
occasion  to  allude  to  jealousies,  the  existence  of  which  it  is  vain  to 
deny,  however  deeply  they  may  lie  lamented,  as  gradually  under- 
muting  tlie  habitual  attachment  ofmanv  tin-  ourconf&deratiosn  We 
will  abstain  from  enquiring  into  their  "justice  ; it  is  unnecessary  ; 
simy-  to  reudt  r them  dangerous  to  our  prosper!  tv , it  is  not  e ssential 
turn  they  sltou.re be  well  Pounded;  it  is  sufficient  if  they  exist.  They 

eii'aily  the  bean,  bias  the  understanding,  and  omissions  of  his  seen  tarn  s.  Tin.  officers  are  to  act  under  his 

|iuu£humte  tlie  ante  non  oi  whoever  feels  tiiym.  To  what  aye  they  'direction,  and  cannot  be  admitted  to  stand  in  the  same  capacity 


rivals  ; nor  will  either  party  ever  pate  ntly  submit  to  be  long  and 
exclusively  governed  by  tlie  other,  or  regulated  by  its  peculiar 
views  or  tenets.  The  population  and  resources  of  this  state  place 
it  in  the  first  rank,  while  its  local  situation  makes  it  one  of  the  fit 
depositories  of  power,  until  tlie  distrust  and  suspicions  alluded  to 
shall  have  subsided,  or  tlie  evils  they  complain  of  shall  be  remedied. 

It  is  a middle  state,  not  deeply  tinged  with  either  northern  or 
southern  prejudices : It  is  eminently  commercial,  and  most  ex- 
tensively agricultural : it  would  be  like!}  to  hold  the  balance  even, 
and  to  conciliate  tbe  interests  and  good  wishes  of  all. 

These  considerations  would  be  weighty,  even  in  times  of  pro- 
found peace  ; but  the  existence  of  a war  furnishes  another  and 
a most  powerful  argument.  New-York  is,  indeed  a middle,  but 
she  is  also  emphatically  a frontier  state.  Whatever  disasters  may 
be  produced  by  the  war,  she  will  share  them  as  a common  calami- 
ty, and  probably  she  will  also  feel  them  with  peculiar  severity,  as 
indicted  on  herself.  We  do  not  utter  this  in  the  spirit  of  queru- 
lous repining  ; nature  has  placed  us  in  the  post  of  danger,  and  our 
hearts  and  principles  deteruwne  us  to  defend  it  as  the  post  ot 
honor.  But  if  our  borders  are  to  be  harrassed,  and,  peradventure, 
our  territory  invaded  ; if  our  opulent  and  defenceless  capital  seems 
to  invite  the  foe,  dots  not  the  welfare  of  the  union  at  large,  re- 
quire that  its  resources  -should  lie  directed  to  the  protection  of 
those  exposed  places,  by  a statesman  to- whom  their  wants  are  per- 
fectly known,  and  who  would  guard  them  with  affectionate  zeal  l 
If  to  this  argument  of  general  concern,  we  added  somewhat  of 
personal  gratification,  should  we  do  wrong  ? If  we  said— now  that 
our  fortitude  is  to  be  peculiarly  tried  ; that  our  population  is  to  be 
poured  out;  that  our  property  may  belaid  waste;  that  our  indi- 
vidual happiness  is  put  at  risqnb;  we  offer  you  a chief  magistrate 
whose  republican  principles  you  cannot  doubt;  of  whose  compel 
teney  and  talents  to  discharge  tlie  duties  of  that  station,  you  are 
well  convinced  ; gratify  us  in  his  election.  He  enjoys-our  utmost^ 
confidence  ; he  inhtrits  the  blood,  the  principles  and  firmness  ot 
that  hero,  whom  ourselves  am!  our  fathers  long  delighted  to  honor 
—who  was  the  guide  anti  guardian  of  his  native  state,  when  the 
same  enemy  desolated  our  lands  and  burnt  our  towns ; who  was 
never  appalled  in  its  utmost  difficulties,  and  whose  valor  and  wis- 
dom eminently  contributed  to  the  ultimate  triumph  of  America. — 
If  we  even  urged  a persuasive  like  this,  is  there  an  American 
heart,  susceptible  of  feeling  or  gratitude,  that  would  repel  our 
claim  ? ' 

There  remains  to  us  another  subject,  which  we  most  reluctantly 
enter  upon,  and  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  discuss  with  candor 
anil  forbearance.  We  are  not  enemies  to  Mr.  Madison,  and  ; should 
regret  exceedingly  if  we  were  considered  as  disparaging  his  repu- 
tation. Much  as  we  esteem  Mr.  Clinton,  and  desirous  as  we  are 
of  - is  success,  we  should  reject  it,  if  it  could  only  be  accomplish- 
ed by  villifyrng  his  competitor  ; but  the  merits  of  the  one  do  not 
require  to  be  set  off  by  censuring  the  other.  Mr.  Madison  has 
pass'  d through  a life  of  honor  and  public  services,  and  has  beeu 
already  exalted  to  tlie  first  office-in  the  union.  His  friends  are  de- 
sirous of  his  enjoying  it  <br  another  term,  and  allege  something 
like  usage  in  the  re-election  of  his  predecessors.— — -It  is  true 
Washington,  the  idol  of  all  parties,  was  so  exalted  ; it  is  true  Jef- 
ferson, the  idol  of  the  republicans,  obtained  the  same  distinction  ; 
but  a magistrate  may  be.  Very  meritorious,  without  deserving  the 
honors  cor.f.  nvd  upon  Washington  and  Jefferson. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  advantage  that  can  result  by  establish^ 
irjgtlie  rule,  that  every  president,  who  is  not  extremely  disapprov- 
ed of  shall  he  re-elected.  The  next  step  will  be,  that  some  favorite 
public  s.  rvarit,  as  a proof  Of  our  peculiar  esteem,  will  be  continu- 
ed in  office  for  three  successive  terms;  and  soon  three  times  ''iff 
be  the  ordinary  peri-  d of  a president  whom  it  is  not  intended  to 
disgrace : thus  we  shall  imperceptibly  slide  into  an  election  lor 
life,  and  perhaps  towards  an  hereditary  succession.  Eight  years 
are  not  an  uncommon  length  of  time,  as  a reward  for  uncommon 
services:  but  there -is  no  reason  why  they  should  become  the  ordi- 
nary tenure  of  office.  Nevertheless,  had  there  been  no  sufficient- 
ly countervailing -motives,  and  had  tlietinns  been  more  tranquil, 
we  should  not,  perhaps,  object  to  the  re-eh  ction  of  Mr.  Madison, 
if  that  honor  were  deemed  necessary  to  fill  tlie  measure  of  his 
fame.  But,  much  as  we  respect  the  feelings  of  that  gentleman 
we  cannot  consent  to  offer  them  that  tribute  under  existing  circum- 
stances. The  present  situation  of  our  country  excites  the  deep- 
est anxiety,  and  venders  the  choice  of  its  first  public  officer  more 
important'&ud'  interesting  than  ever.  This  choice  involves  in  ei- 
ther a question  ol  administration,  the  appointments  of  heads  ot 
departments,  and  the  institution  of  principles  of  policy  for  con- 
dueling  our  public  affairs,  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 

our  government,  that  (the  president 
■r -tin  constitution.  1 he  prerogative 
applied  to  him,  that  he  ..can  do  n* 
Lie  to  th  nation  not  only  for  the  general 


ducting 
union. 

it  is  a sac  red  p: 
is  the  responsible  - 
maxim  of  Britan 
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system  of  administration,  but  also  for  the  prominent  public  acts 
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Vith  (he  ministers  of  the  king  of  England,  interposed  between 
the  chief  magistrate  and  the  people,  to  hear  the  burden  of  public 
censure,  and  screen  him  from  public  observation.  A severe  en- 
forcement of  this  esseniial  rule,  which  makes  the  president  respon- 
sible to  the  nation  for  the  acts  of  his  secretaries,  has  become  indis- 
pensable lor  the  restoration  of  the  republic  to  a healthy  contli 
tion. 

The  mode  of  conducting  the  war  in  which  we  are  embarked,  is 
intimately  an  i essentially  connected  with  a satisfactory  adjustment 
of  our  differences,  with  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  with 
the  honor  of  the  American  name. 

The  probability  of  its  taking  place  could  not  but  have  been  anti- 
cipated ; the  resources  it  would  require,  should  have  been  mature- 
ly considered,  and  the  niches  of  providing  them  directed  and  ar- 
ranged ; the  preparations  to  wage  it  with  effect  ought  to  have 
been  reasonably  made.  Have  those  things  been  done  ? We  do  not 
wish  to  enter  into  a minute  detail,  that  might  present  a disheart- 
ening picture  to  our  country,  but  we  are  compelled  to  risk,  where 
are  tiie  marks  of  system  and  preparation?  Our  armies  have  enter- 
ed upon  military  service  ; which  of  them  is  properly  provided  for 
the  present,  or  when  and  where  have  arrangements  been  made 
fur  securing  to  it  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  future?  We  fear 
it  will  not  be  found  in  the  army  under  general  Hull ; we  are 
sure  it  is  not  in  the  force  collected  to  defend  New  York  ; nor  that 
organizing  on  our  western  border.  Supplies  for  the  first  should 
have  been  furnished  through  the  lakes,  and  eollectod  before  the 
British  had  notice  of  the  war:  it  is  now  impossible : and  that  the 
last  is  even  as  yet  provided  with  tents,  is  entirely  owing  to  the  un- 
common and  unremitted  exertions  of  the  governor  of  this  state.— 
Indeed  the  very  impossibility  of  furnishing  our  armies  by  the  lakes, 
is  in  itself  a striking  proof  of  incompetency  or  inattention.  We 
think  no  administration,  possessing  cither  foresight  or  vigor,  would 
have  omitted  strengthening  our  naval  force  upon  those  extensive 
inland  w aters,  so  as  to  ensure  to  us  the  naval  superiority  in  them. 
Tiie  facility  qf  doing  this  is  nearly  equal  to  its  importance:  and 
in  time  of  war  that  superiority  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the  U. 
States,  particularly  if  an  attack  upon  the  Canadas  be  contemplat- 
ed.; besides,  the  augmentation  of  our  naval  force  there,  is  not  sub- 
ject to  tiie  same  objection  frequently'  made  against  a similar  mea- 
sure in  our  Atlantic  ports,  that  it  would  tend  to  involve  us  in  the 
maritime  conflicts  of  Europe. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  these  are  the  errors  of  the  heads  of 


lie  spirit  of  the  country  : objects  of  revenue  were  presented,  otic* 
ous  to  the  feelings  of  the  citizen,  and  which,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, formerly  occasioned  ihe  reprehension  of  the  very  p>; rsort 
whouow  revives  them.  It  was  not  found  expedient  to  adopt  thia 
plan;  peihaps  it  was  judged  ctfnuing  to  postpone  it  till  afred 
the  presidential  election.  The  credit  of  tiie  nation  is  therefore 
put  to  the  test,  by  a call  for  a very  large  loan,  wiV'ont  a specifiea- 
t. on  of  security,  and  impaired,  by  placing  at  the  dispos  l of  the 
administration,  for  instant  expenditure,  and  in  order  to  avoid  the 
immediate  resort  to  direct  taxis,  monies. appropriated  to  the  sink* 
ing  fund,  for  tile  purpose  of  buying  unredeemed  debt  at  a price 
under  par.  This  injudicious  use  of  that  fund,  heretofore  held  sa- 
cred by  all  administrations,  cannot  foil  most  injuriously  to  aff  efi 
the  credit  of  the  othe  r loans  at  markets 

The  expellees  incident  to  our  situation  must,  we  know,  be  in4 
cur  red,  and  we  think  that  the  administration  have  insulted  the  pa4 
triotistn  of  the  people,  by  declining  to  take  the  necessary  steps  or 
meeting  them;  but  indeed,  considering  the  conduct  hitlu  rto  pur4 
sued,  we  are  seriously- apprehensive  lest  an  immense  public  debt 
should  be  accumulated,  without  the  attainment  of  any  equivalent 
advantage.  The  service  of  the  next  year  may  be  expected  t>  call 
for  twenty*  millions,  without  having  made  any*  serious  impression 
on  the  enemy,  or  any  advance  towards  the  favorable  adjustment  of 
our  disputes. 

The  nomination  of  Be  Witt  Clinton  for  the  presidency,  by  tha 
state  of  New -York,  proposes  to  the  Union*  as  we  firmly  beli  ve,  a 
relief  from  the  evils  of  an  inefficient  administration,  and  of  an  in- 
adequately conducted  war.  His  patriotic  and  inflexible  principles 
guarantee  a firm  and  unyielding  maintenance  of  th  sovereign 

rights  of  the  United  States. Nevertheless,  • is  not  engag  ed; 

through  any  effect  of  foreign  diplomacy,  as  to  the  controverted 
claims  of  the  belligerents  of  Europe  upon  each  other,  in  the  n«*vv 
and  outrageous  species  of  hostility  introduced  into  the  present 
war. 

His  qualities,  as  they  have  been  proved  by  a long  trial  in  public 
life,  assure  us  of  an  able  and  upright  conduct  of  our  national  affairs* 
From  his  discernment,  we  infer  an  excellent  selection  of  the  best 
talents  in  the  nation,  to  fill  the  high  stations  of  government*  and 
aid  the  republic  with  their  counsel  and  services. 

From  his  energy  vve  anticipate  vigor  in  war,  and  a determined 
character  in  the  relations  of  peace.  We  believe  him  to  be,  in  this 
respect,  formed  on  the  model  of  bis  venerated  uncle,  whose  decision 


departments.  The  just  and  salutary  rule  of  our  constitution  coni- ! of  mind,  constancy  and  firmness,  were  almost  unequalled. 

pels  us  to  place  them  to  the  account  of  our  present  executive. His  attachment  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  union,  is  found* 

The  secretaries  of  the  navy  and  of  war,  are  bound  to  execute  the  e«l  upon  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  their  beneficial  results* 
orders  given  them  by*  the  president,  on  all  naval  and  military  af-  and  a persuasion  of  the  uaticMial  advantage  accruing  from  cowmer- 


fairs : either  he  directed  tiie  necessary  preparations  to  be  made,  or 
he  did  not.  If  he  directed  them,  he  is  responsible  for  continuing 
'incapable  men  in  office  : if  he  did  not,  the  blame  attaches  per- 
sonally on  himself 

But  wherefore  this  lingering  preparation,  and  final  inadequacy 
of  the  means  employed  in  the  contest  our  government  has  under- 
taken ' 


cial  pursuits. 

His  administration  would,  We  believe,  aim  at  reviving  the  almost! 
expiring  commerce  of  the  country*,  and  extending  to  it  a naval  pro- 
tection proportioned  to  its  value,  and  to  the  revenue  poun  d by  it 
into  the  national  coffers.  In  fine,  we  believe,  that  to  maintain  :hs 
ights  of  his  country,  would  be  his  unalterable  resolution  *,  to  re* 


? Appropriations  were  made,  in  preceding  sessions  of  con-  gain  peace  would  lie  his  study ; to  retain  it  would  he  his  desire  i 
gress,  for  the  timely  provision  of  munitions  of  war,  in  the  appre- 1 and  to  restore  the  republic  to  health  and  prosperity,  his  highest 
Tension  that  hostilities  would  grow  out  of  the  infringements  or  our  i ambition. 

neutral  rights  Why  has  the  application  of  them  been  neglected,  We  therefore  earnestly*  recommend  him  to  the  support  of  tha 
till  the  conflict  was  at  hand  ? Do  not  our  raw  recruits  and  vulnera- 1 other  states,  and  to  the  suffrages  of  the  electors  for  the  next  pres*., 
ble  points  in  the  most  valuable  and  important  quarters,  declare  j dent  of  tbe  union. 


that  recourse  has  been  had  to  hostilities  without  a digested  system 
either  of  defensive  or  offensive  operations  ? Neither  advice  of  the 
declaration  of  war,  nor  instructions  or  orders  were  received  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  our  squadron  at  New-York,  till  general 
publicity  afforded  sufficient  time  for  the  enemy,  most  exposed  to 
his  operations,  to  avoid  attack  and  elude  pursuit.'  An  opulent  fleet 
®?  merchantmen  sailed  from  Jamaica,  exactly  in  time  to  have  been 
easily  intercepted,  if  the  orders  of  government  had  been  prompt 
and  decisive : but  they  escaped  capture  by  some  negligent  delay 
at  Washington ; and  we  should  even  wish  to  know,  was  commo- 
dore Rodgers  informed'of  that  fleet  by*  our  government,  or  did  he 
accidentally  hear  of  it  at  sea? 

If  tills  country*  be  competent  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  we  are 
sure  it  is — if  our  executive  sufficiently 'foresaw  the  approach  of 
hostilities,  and  informed  themselves  as  to  the  best  means  of  con- 
ducting them  with  effect,  and  shortening  their  duration  by  a vi- 
gorous commencement,  we  should  have  expected  to  see,  not  tea  or 
twelve  hundred  men  collecting  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  but  forces 
formed,  organized  and-diseiplined ; an  army  invading  Nova  Scotia 
to  wrest  from  England  her  best  naval  station  on  our  seas ; another 
acting  against  the  Canadas,  and  a third  attacking  the  Floridas  at 
the  same  time. 

How  shall  we  characterise  the  uninterrupted  permission  to  car- 
ry on  trade  with  Spain  and  Portugal?  Isita  measure  of  electioneer- 
ing policy*, or  a further  proof  of  the  absolute  inefficiency  that  per- 
vades our  councils  ? It  undoubtedly  affords  to  England  the  amplest 
means  of  supplying  her  armies  with  provisions  of  every*  kind,  of 
which  they  would  otherwise  be  destitute ; and  therefore  gives  the 
most  effectual  a id  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  It  is  a trade  which 
cannot  be  carried  on  under  the  American  "flag  ; for  that  will  ne- 
ncssarilv  lie  excluded  by  the  superiority  of  the  British  power  in 
the  seas  that  wash  those  coasts  It  may  easily  be  carried  on  bv 
British  vessels,  covered  by  subjects  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  It  af- 
fords then  to  the  foe,  the  means  of  prolonging  the  war  against  us, 
and  promotes  the  prosperity  of  British  and  foreign  tonnage,  to  the 
min  of  our  own  ships  and  merchants.  Had  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land legislated  for  us  on  this  subject,  from  its  policy,  its  wisdom, 
and  its  hatred  to  our  shipping  and  trade,  this  arrangement  might, 
perhaps,  have,  been  expected  ; proceeding  from  our  own  rulers,  it 
seems  almost  incomprehensible. 

But  money  has  been  aptly  called  the  sinews  of  war,  and  what 
system  of  procuring  it  has  b.-en  furnished  by  our  present  adminis- 
tration. Where  is  the  republican  who  is  not.  astonished  and  con- 
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East  Florida. 

The  following  documents  were  confidentially  coTnitiu* 
nicated  to  Congress  on  the  first  of  July  last.  The 
injunction  of  secrecy  was  afterwards  taken  off.-— 
They  have  not  yet  been  generally  published,  and 
afford  much  information  as  to  the  late  events  in 
those. countries. 

From  the  Secret  evg  of  State  to  general  George  Jltd* 
the'i’J*  and  colonel  John  JWKee , dated 
Department  of  State,  January  26, 1811, 
The  president  of  the  United  States  having  appoint- 
ed you  jointly  and  severally  commissioners  for  car- 
rying into  effect  certain  provisions  of  an  act  of  con- 
gress (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  relative  to  the 
portion  of  the  Floridas  situated  to  the  east  of  the  ri- 
ver Perdido,  you  will  repair  to  that  quarter  with  all 
possible  expedition,  concealin'** 


founded  at  the  scheme  of  fixation  pro jiosed  thi*migh'’tlie  depart- j P0S3iD[e  expedition,  concealing  aom  general  observa* 
meat  of  the  treasury  ? It  almost  seemed  intended  to  damp  the  pub-1  tioil  tbe  trust  committed  to  you  With  that  dcjCi*<Jti?n 


go 
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Which  the  delieaey  and  importance  of  the  undertak- 
ing* require. 

Sn.ou  id  you  find  governor  Folk,  or  the  local  authori- 
ty existing  there,  inclined  to  surrender  in  an  amicable 
manner  the  possession  of  the  remaining  portion  or 
portions  of  West  Florida  now  held  by  him  in  the 
name  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  you  are  to  accept,  in 
behalf  ot  the  United  States,  the  abdication  of  his,  or 
of  the  other  existing  authority,  and  the  jurisdiction 
the  country  over  v.ii  ch  it  extends.  And  should 
& stipulation  be  insisted  on  for  the  re-deliveiy  of  the 
•wintry,  at  a future  period,  you  may  engage  for  such 
^ -delivery  to  die  lav/ful  sovereign. 

The  debts  clearly  due  from  the  Spanish  government 
to  the  people  of  the  territory  surrendered  may,  if  in- 
sisted on,  be  assumed  within  reasonable  limits  wid 
under  specified  descriptions  to  be  settled  hereafter 
as  a 'Claim  again!  Spain  in  an  adjustment  of  our  af- 
fairs with  her.  You  may  also  guarantee  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States,  the  confirmation  of  all  such 
titles  to  land  as  are  clearly  sanctioned  bv  Spanish 
laws  : and  Spanish  civil  functionaries,  where  no  spe- 
®ial  reasons  may  require  changes,  are  to  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  office,  with  the  assurance  of  a continua- 
tion of  the  prevailing  laws,  with  such  alterations 
only  as  may  be  necessarily  required  in  the  new  situa- 
tion of  the  coun  try. 

I*  it  should  be  required,  and  be  found  necessary, 
volt  may  agree  to  advance  as  above  a reasonable  sum 
for  the  transportation  of  the  Spanish  troops. 

These  directions  arc  adapted  to  one  of  the  contin- 
gencies specified  in  the  act  of  congress,  namely,  the 
anuerbie  surrender  of  the  possession  of  the  territory 
bv  the  local  ruling  authority. — But  should  the  ar- 
rangement, contemplated  by  the  statute,  not  be 
tn  de,  and  should  there  be  room  to  entertain  a suspi- 
cion of  an  existing  design  in  any  foreign  power  to 
occupy  tfie  country  in  question,  you  are  to  keep  your- 
selves on  the  alert,  and  on  the  first  undoubted  mani- 
festation of  the  approach  of  a force  for  that  purpose, 
you  wjU  exercise  with  promptness  and  vigor  the  pow- 
er with  which  you  are' invested  by  the  president  to 
preoccupy  by  force  the  territory,  to  the  entire  exciu- 
ai  cn  of  any  armament  that  may  be  advancing  to  take 
ti  e possession  of  it.  In  this  event  you  will  exercise  a 
sound  discretion  in  applying  the  powers  given  with 
respect  to  debts,  titles  to  land,  civil  officers  and  the 
continuation  of  the  Spanish  laws ; taking  care  to 
commit  the  government  on  no  point  further  than  mav 
be  necessary.  And  should  any  Spanish  military  force 
remain  within  the  country,  after  the  occupancy  by 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  you  may,  in  such 
case,  aid  in  their  removal  from  the  same. 

The  universal  toleration  which  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  assures  to  every  religious  persuasion, 
will  not  escape  you  as  an  argument  for  quieting  the 
nunds  of  uninformed  individuals,  who  may  entertain 
fears  on  that  head. 

The  conduct  you  are  to  pursue  in  regaref  to  Eruf 
Florida,  must  be  regulated  by  the  dictates  of  your 
own  judgments,  on  a close  view  and  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  precise  state  of  things  there,  and  of  the 
■Spanish  government,  always  recurring  to  the  pie- 
sent  instruction  as  the  paramount  rule  of  your  pro- 
ceeding1;. -Should  you  discover  an  inclination  in  the 
governor  of  East  Flor  id.",  or  in  the  existing  local  au- 
thority, amicably  to  surrender  that  province'  into  the 
possession  ot  the  United  States,  you  arc  to  accept  it 
on  the  same  terms  that  are  prescribed  bv  these  in- 
structions m relation  to  West  Florida.  And  in  case 
of  the  actual  appearance  of  any  attempt  to  Uke  pos- 
session by  a foreign  power,  you  will  pursue  the  same 
^ffi-xfive  measure:  for  the  occupation  of  the  territory 
audio r tne  exclusion  ot  the  foreign  force,  as  you  are 
tritii  iy^sec  u ^ oast 


of  the  Perdido,  forming,  at  this  time,  the  extent  of 
governor  Folk’s  jurisdiction. 

If  you  should,  under  these  instructions  obtain  pos- 
session of  Mobile,  you  will  lose  no  time  m infoim.ng 
governor  Claiborne  thereof,  with  a request  that  he 
will  without  del?y,  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the 
occupation  of  the  same. 

All  ordnance  and  military  stores  that  may  be  found 
in  the  territory  must  be  held  as  the  property  of  the 
Spanish  government,  to  be  accented  for  hereafter  to 
the  proper  authority  ; and  you  will  not  fail  to  trans- 
mit an  inventory  thereof  to  this  department. 

If  in  the  execution  of  any  part  of  the  e instruc- 
tions you  should  nee  d the  aid  of  a military  force,  the 
same  will  be  affix  ded  you  upon  your  apphc  .1  i n to 
the  commanding'  officer  cf  the  troops  cf  the  United 
States  on  that  station,  or  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  nearest  port,  in  virtue  of  orders  which  have 
been  issued  from  the  war  department. — And  in  case 
you  should  moreover  need  nival  assistance,  you  will 
receive  the  same  upon  your  application  to  the  naval 
commoncler  in  pursuance  of  oiders  from  the  navy 
department. 

From  the  treasury  department  will  be  issued  the 
necessary  instructions  in  relation  to  imposts  and  du- 
ties, and  to  the  slave  ships  whose  arrival  is  appre- 
hended. 

The  president,  relying’  upon  your  discretion,  au- 
thorises you  to  draw  upon  the  collectors  of  Orleans 
and  Savannah  for  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to 
deft  ay  unavoidable  expenses  that  may  be  inclined  in 
the  executions,  not  exceeding’  in  vour  draft  s on  New- 
Orieans^ejght  thousand  dollars,  and  in  your  drafts  on 
Savannah  two  thousand  dollars,  wbhout  further  au- 
thorny,  of  which  expenses  you  will  hereafter  exhi- 
bit a detailed  account  duly  supported  by  satisfactory 
vouchers. 

Postscript. — If  governor  Folk  should  unexpect- 
edly require  ami  pertinaciously  insist  that  the  si  piu 
lution  for  the  re-delivery  of  the  territory,  should  also 
include  that  portion  of  the  country  which  is  situated, 
west  of  the  river  Perdido,  you  are,  in  yielding  to 
such  demand,  onlvto  use  genera!  words  that  may  by 
implication  comprehend  that  portion  of  country ; — 
but,  at  the  same  time,  you  are  expressly  to  provide, 
that  such  stipulation  shall  not  in  any  way  impair  or 
affect  the  right  or  title  of  the  United  Stales  to  the 
same. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Jtfatthews. 

Department  of  State,  April  4,  1812. 

Sr« — T have  had  the  honor  to  receive  vour  letter  of 
the  14th  of  March,  and  have  now  to  communicate 
to  you  the  sentiments  of  the  President,  on  the  very 
interesting  subject,  to  which  it  relates. 

j am  sorry  to  have  to  state  that  the  measures 
1 which  you  appear  to  have  adopted  for  obtaining  pos- 
s.  ;sion  of  Amelia.  Island  and  other  parts  of  Fast  Flo  - 
r.da,  are  not  authorised  by  the  law  of  the  Un.ted 
States,  or  the  instructions  founded  on  it,  under  which 
you  have  acted. 

You  are  authorised  by  tlie  law,  a copy  of  which  was 
communicated  to  you,  and  by  your  instructions  winch 
are  strictly  conformable  to  it,t o take  possession  ot  F.ast 
Florida,  only  in  case  one  of  the  following  contingen- 
cies should  happen  : either  that  the  governor  or  ot  her 
existing  local  authority  should  be  disposed  to  place 
it  amicably  in  the  hi  nds  of  the  United  States,  or  that 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  take  possession  of  it  by 
a foreign  power.  Should  the  first  contingency  happen, 
it  would  follow  that  the  arrangement  being  amicable, 
would  require  no  force  on  the  part  of  tlie  United 
States  to  carry  it  into  effect.  It  wa::  only  in  cr.se  of  an 
lAlciiipt  to  toko  it  ty  a foreign  power  thatforcexeuM 
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Tieces^rv,  in  which  event  only  were  you  authoris- 
ed to  avail  yourself  of  it. 

In  neither  of  these  contingencies  was  it  the  policy 
of  the  law,  or  purpose  of  the  executive,  to  wrest  the 
province  forcibly  from  Spain ; but  only  to  occupy  .t 
with  a view  to  prevent  its  f iling  into  the  ban d.;  of 
a. \v  foreign  power,  and  to  hold  that  pledge  under  the 
existing*  peculiarity  of  the  circumstances  oftlic  Spa- 
nish monarchy,  for  a Just  result  in  an  amicable  ne- 
gotiation with  Spain. 

Had  the  United  States  been  disposed  to  proceed 
otherwise,  that  intention  would  have  beer,  manifest- 
ed by  a change  in  the  law,  and  suitable  measures  to' 
carry  it  into  effect.  And  as  it  was  in  their  power  to. 
take  possession  whenever  they  m.ght  think,  that  cir- 
c u i.o stances  audio:*; s.ed  and  required  it,  it  would  be 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  if  possession  shot!  Id  be  ef- 
fected by  any  means  irregular  in  themselves,  and 
subjecting  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
unmerited  censure. 

The  v.ews  of  the  executive  respecting  East  Flori- 
da, are  ilu  .her  illustrated  by  your  instructions  as  to 
We*t  Florida.  Although  the  United  States  have 
thought  that  they  had  a good  title  to  the  latter  pro- 
vince, die  v .i  d .not  take  possession  until  after  the 
Spanish  auth  ority  had  been  subverted  by  a revolution- 
ary proceeding,  and  the  contingency  of  the  countn 
being  thrown  into  foreign  hands,  had  forced  it- 
#»elf  into  ViC-v.  Nor  did  they  then,  nor  have  they 
since  dispossessed  the  Spanish  troops  of  the  post 
which  they  occupied.  If  they  did  not  think  proper 
to  take  possession  by  force,  of  a province,  to  which 
they  thought  they  were  justly  entitled,  it  could  not 
be  presumed  that  they  should  intend  to  act  different- 
ly, in  respect  to  one  to  which  they  had  not  such  a 
claim. 

I may  add,  that  although  due  sensibility  has  been 
always  felt  for  the  injuries  which  were  received  from 
the  Spanish  government  in  the  last  war,  the  present 
situation  of  Spain  has  been  a motive  for  a moderate 
and  pacific  policy  towards  her. 

In  communicating  to  you  these  sentiments  or  the 
executive  on  the  measures  you  have  lately  adopted 
for  taking  possession  of  East  Florida,  I add  with 
pleasure  that  the  utmost  confidence  is  reposed  hr  vour 
integrity  and  zeal  to  promote  the  welfare  of  your 
country.  To  that  zeal  the  error  into  which  you  have 
fallen,  is  imputed.  But  in  consideration  of  the  part 
which  you  have  taken,  which  differs  so  essentially 
from  that  contemplated  and  authorised  by  the  go- 
vernment, and  contradicts  so  entirely  the  principles 
on  which  it  b »s  uniformly  and  sincerely  acted,  you 
will  be  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  discontinuing  the 
service  in  which  you  have  been  employed. 

You  will,  therefore,  consider  your  powers  as  re- 
voked on  the  receipt  of  this  letter.  The  new  duties 
to  be  performed  will  bo  transferred  to  the  governor 
of  Georgia,  to  whom  instructions  will  be  given  on 
all  the  circumstances  to  which  it  may  be  proper,  at 
the  present  juncture,  to  call  his  attention. 

I have  tiie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant. 

General  Matthews,  &c. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  D.  B.  Mitchell,  the  gover- 
nor of  Georgia. 

Department  oi.  State,  April  10,  1812. 

Srn — TheiPresident  is  desirous  of  availing  the  pub- 
lic of  your  services,  in  a concern  of  much  delicacv 
and  of  high  imnortance  to  the  United  States.  Cir- 
cumstances with  winch  von  are  in  some  degree 
acquainted,  but  which  will  be  fully  explained  bv 
the  enclosed  papers,  have  made  it' necessary  to  re- 


voke the  powers  heretofore  committed  to  general 
Matthews,  and  to  commit  them  to  you.  TJm  presi- 
dent is  persuaded  that  you  will  not  hesitate  to  under- 
take a trust  so  important  to  the  nation  and  peculiarly 
to  the  state  of  Georgia.  He  is  the  more  confident  in 
this  belief,  from  the  consideration  that  these  new  dir- 
ties may  he  discharged  without  interfering,  as  he  pre- 
sumes,* with  those  of  the  station  which  you  now 
hold. 

By  the  act  of  the  15:h  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  you  will  observe  that  it 
was  not  contemplated  to  take  possession  of  Erst 
Florida,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  unless  it  should  he 
surrendered  to  the  United  Suites,  amicably,  by  the 
governor  or  other  local  authority  of  the  province,  or 
against  an  attempt  to  take  possession  of  it  by  a fo- 
re , go  power ; and  you  will  also  sec  that  general  Mat- 
thews’ instructions,  of  which  a copy  is  likewise  en- 
closed, correspond  fully  witli  the  law. 

By  the  documents  in  possession  of  the  government 
it  appears  that  neither  of' these  contingencies  have 
happened,  that  instead  of  ap  amicable  surrender  hv 
the  governor  or  the  local  authority,  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  have  been  used  to  dispossess  the  Spa- 
nish authority  by  force.  I forbear  to  dwell  on  the 
details  of  this  transaction,  because  it  is  painful  to  re- 
cite them.  By  the  letter  to  general  Mat  dm  w«,  which 
is  enclosed  open  for  your  perusal,  you  will  fully  com- 
prehend the  views  of  the  government  respecting  the 
late  transaction,  and  by  the  law,  the  former  instruc- 
tions to  the  general  and  the  letter  now  forwarded,;  on 
will  be  made  acquainted  with  the  course  of  conduct 
which  it  is  expected  of  you  to  pursue  in  future,  in 
discharging  the  duties  heretofore  enjoined  on  him. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  president  that  you  should 
turn  your  attention  and  direct  your  efforts,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  a restoration  of  that  state  of  things 
in  the  province,  which  existed  before  the  late  transac- 
tions. The  executive  considers  it.  proper  to  restore 
back  to  the  Spanish  authorities  Amelia  island,  and 
such  other  parts,  if  any,  of  East  Florida,  as  may  have 
thus  been  taken  from  them.  With  this  view,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  you  to  communicate  directly  with  the 
governor  or  principal  officer  of  Spain  in  that  province,, 
and  to  act  in  harmony  with  him  in  the  attainment. of 
it . It  is  presumed  that  the  arrangement  will  be  cosi- 
ly and  amicably  made  between  you.  I enclose  you  oh 
order  from  the  secretary  at  war  to  the  commander 
of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  evacuate  the 
country,  when  requested  so  to  do  by  you,  and  to  pay 
the  same  respect  to  your  orders,  as  he  had  been  in- 
structed to  do  to  that  of  general  Matthews. 

In  restoring  to  the  Spanish  authorities  Amelia  isl- 
and and  such  other  parts  of  East  Florida  as  may  here 
been  taken  possession  of  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  there  is  another  object  to  which  your  partwu- 
lar  attention  will  be  due.  In  the  measures  laeiv 
adopted  by  general  Matthews  to  lake  possession  of 
that  territory,  it  is  probable  that  much  reliance  has 
been  placed  by  the  people  who  acted  in  it,  on  the 
countenance  and  support  cf  the  United  States.  It 
will  be  improper  to  expose  these  people,  to  the  re- 
sentment of  the  Spanish  authorities.  It  is  not  to  be* 
presumed  that  those  authorities,  in  regaining  posses- 
sion of  the  territory  in  this  amicable  mode  from  the 
United  States,  will  be  disposed  to  indulge  an}-  such 
feeling  towards  them.  You  will,  however,  come  t« 
a full  understanding  with  the  Spanish  governor  ou 
this  subject,  and  not  fail  to  obtain  from  him  the  most 
explicit  and  satisfactory  assurance  respecting  it. — 
Or  this  assurance  you  will  duly  apprise  the  parties 
interested,  ar.d  of  the  confidence  w hich  you  repose  in 
it.  It  is  hoped  that  on  this  delicate  and  very  inte- 
resting point,  the  Spanish  governor  v.  ill  avail  himself 
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of  the  opportunity  it  presents  to  evince  the  friendly 
di'sp  osition  of  Ins  government  towards  the  United 

States. 

There  is  one  other  remaining  circumstance,  only, 
to  which  I wish  lo  call  your  attention,  and  that  re- 
lates to  general  Matthews  himself.  His  gallant  and. 
meritorious  services  in  our  revolution,  and  patriotic 
conduct  since,  have  always  been  held  in  high  estima- 
tion by  our  government.  His  errors  m this  instance 
are  imputed  altogether  to  his  zeal,  to  promote  the 
•welfare  of  his  country ; but  they  are  of  a nature  to 
impose  on  the  government  the  necessity  ot  the  mea- 
sures now  taken,  in  giving  effect  to  which,  jmu  will 
doubtless  feel  a disposition  to  consult,  as  far  as  may 
he,  his  personal  sensibility, 

I have  the  honor,  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

3P,  Sr— -Should  you  find  it  impracticable tto  execute 
the  duties  designated  in  the  above  requests,  3-011  will 
be  so  good  as  to  employ  some  respectable  character 
to  represent  you  in  it,  to  whom  you  are  authorised  to 
allow  a similar  compensation.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
that  you  may  be  able  to  attend  to  it  in  person,  for 
reasons  which  I need  not  enter  into.  The  expence 
to  which  you  may  be  exposed,  will  be  promptly 
paid  to  your  draft  on  this  department. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  D.  JB,  JVlitcheil,  governor  of 
Georgia, 

Department  of  state,  May  27, 1812. 

Sir,—- I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let  ter  of 
the  2nd  instant,  from  St,  Mary’s,  where  you  had  ar- 
rived in  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you  by  the 
president,  in  relation  to  East  Florida. 

My  letter  by  Mr.  Isaacs,  has,  I presume,  substan- 
tially answered  the  most  important  of  the  queries 
submitted  in  your  letter ; but!  Will  give  to  each  a 
in  me  distinct  answer, 

By  the  law,  of  which  a copy  was  forwarded  to  you, 
it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  president  to  prevent  the 
occupation  of  East  Florida,  by  any  foreign  power. — 
It  follows  that  you  are  authorised  to  consider  the  en- 
trance, or  attempt  to  enter,  especially  under  existing 
circumstances,  of  British  troops  of  any  description, 
as  the  case  contemplated  by  law,  and  to  use  the  pro- 
per means  to  defeat  it. 

An  instruction  will  be  immediately  forwarded  to 
the  commander  of  the  naval  force  of  the  U.  States,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  East  Florida,  to  give  you  any 
assistance,  in  case  of  emergency,  which  you  may  think 
pecessary,  and  require. 

It  is  not  expected,  if  you  find  it  proper  to  with- 
draw the  troops,  that  you  should  interfere,  to  compel 
the  patriots  to  surrender  the  country,  or  any  part  of 
it,  to  the  Spanish  authorit.es.  The  United  States  are 
responsible  for  their  own  conduct  only,  not  for  that 
pf  the  inhabitants  of  East  Florida.  I.  .deed,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  cpmpromitant,  of  the  United  States 
to  the  inhabitants,  you  have  already  been  instructed 
not  to  withdraw  the  troops,  unless  you  find  that  it 
may  be  done  consistently  with  their  safety,  and  to 
report  to  the  government  the  result  of  your  conferen- 
ces with  the  Spanish  authorities,  with  your  opinion 
of  their  views,  holding  in  the  mean  time  the  ground 
occupied. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  affairs  with  Great  Bri- 
ta  n,  the  course  above  pointed  out  is  the  more  justifi- 
able and  proper. 

J have  th<?  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 


General  Assembly  of  Connecticut. 

REPORT 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut. 

at  their  special  session,  ai-gust  25,  1812, 

On  that  part  of  his  excellency  the  governor  a speech^ 
rjhich  relates  to  his  correspondence  icith  the  secre- 
tary rf  -war,  &c. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion, that  part  of  his  excellency  the  governor’s  mes- 
sage winch  relates  io  his  correspondent  e with  the 
secretary  of  war  and  major-general  Dearborn,  re- 
spectfully report  : 

That  their  attention  has  been  devoted  to  the  im- 
portant subject  committed  to  them,  with  all  that 
care  and  deliberation  which  its  magnitude  demands, 
and  which  his  excellency  the  governor  solicits,  to 
the  end  that  “ if  any  errors  have  been  committed, 

1 they  may  at  this  time  be  corrected.” 

The  committee  consider  it  as  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, that  no  ground  should  be  taken,  on  this 
subject,  but  th at  which  is  strictly  constitutional,  and. 
that,  being  taken,  it  should  be  maintained  at  every 
hazard. 

The  documents  and  correspondence  which  are  the 
subject  of  consideration  being  already  in  the  hands 
of  every  member  of  the  legislature,  it  becomes  un- 
necessary to  state  their  contents.  The  committee 
would  refer  to  those  documents. — Under  a law  au- 
thorising a detachment  of  militia  to  be  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  “ in  all  the  exigen- 
cies provided  by  the  constitution.”  the  quota  of  this 
state  lias  been  demanded  C5  io  repel  invasion.”  Inva- 
sion is  the  only  exigency  which  is  claimed  to  have 
occurred  ; and  the  only  evidence  of  invasion,  which 
has  been  furnished,  or  which  is  pretended  to  exist,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war,  to 
his  honor  lieutenant  governor  Smith,  dated  July  14, 
1812;  unless  indeed,  it  is  to  beibund  in  the  evidence 
there  referred  to,  viz.  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Great  Britain,  which  had  prior  to  that  time,  been 
officially  communicated  to  his  excellency  the  gover- 
nor. This  appears  to  be  the  sole  evidence  relied  up- 
on to  justify  the  demand  of  the  militia;  and  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  appears,  by  his  letter  above  referred 
to,  to  be  surprised  that  any  other  evidence  should 
be  required. 

From  this  letter,  as  well  as  from  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings which  have  taken  place,  it  is  very  apparent^ 
that  the  claim  set  up  by  the  administration  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  is,  that  when  a war 
has  been  declared  to  exist,  between  this  ami  any  fo- 
reign country,  the  militia  of  the  several  states  are 
liable  to  be  demanded,  by  the  administration  of  the 
governme  nt  of  the  United  States,  to  be  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  enter  their  forts ^ 
and  there  remain,  upon  the  presumption,  that  the 
enemy  may  invade  the  place  or  places,  which  they  are 
ordered  to  garrison  and  defend.  And  that  for  this 
purpose,  they  may  be  ordered  to  any  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ; for  it  will  be  remarked  that  no  pretension 
is  set  up,  that  any  more,  or  greater  danger  of  invasi- 
on exists  at  New-London  or  Ncw-Haven,  than  exists 
in  any  other  place  on  the  sea-coast, 

It  is  true,  that  the  secretary  of  war,  after  express- 
ing his  surprise  that  any  other  evidence  should  be  re- 
quired of  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  after  the  de- 
claration of  war  had  been  promulgated  and  officially 
communicated,  does  say,  “ that  I am  instructed  by 
“ the  president  to  state  to  you  that  such  danger 
actually  exists.”  No  place  is  pointed  out,  as  in 

I more  danger  of  such  invasion  than  any  other.  It  all 
rests,  upon  the  danger  apprehended,  from  the  state  of 
war. 
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If  this  claim  is  well  founded,  it  will  follow  tlisttions  and  repel  invasions,”  is  granted  to  the  general 
there  is  no  constitutional  objection  to  the  militia  re- i government.  All  other  power  over  them  ,s  res*  * ved 
maining  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during!  to  the  states.  And  to  add  io  their  security,  on  the  all 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  For,  although  the  act  [important  subject  of  their  militia,  the  power  of  «p- 
of  congress  under  which  they  are  now  called  to  serve, ! pointing  their  officers  is  expressly  rc.se;  ved.  If  th.  n 
limits  the  period,  of  service  to  six  months,  yet  by  the .-the  administration  of  the  general  government  de- 
consiitution,  the  United  States  have  surely  a right  to!  mand  the  militia,  when  neither  of  the  exigencies 
tlie  services  of  the  militia,  during  the  existence  of  j provided  fbi*  by  lire  constitution  have  occurred,  or  to 
the  invasion,  until  it  is  effectually  repelled.  Upon  be  used  fir  purposes  not  contemplated  by  that  mslru- 
the  principle,  that  a state  of  war  necessarily  implies!  ment,  it  Would  be  not  only  tlie  heighth  of  injustice  to 
a state  of  invasion,  or  that  imminent  danger  of  inva-!  the  militia,  to  be  ordered  into  the  service  ot  the  Unit- 
sion  which  the  militia  are  obliged  to  meet  and  repel, jed  States,  to  do  such  duty,  but  a violation  of  the 
congress  may  pass  a law,  by  which  their  services  shall  j constitute  >n  and  laws  of  this  state,  and  of  tlie  United 


be  required  during*  the  continuance  of  the  invasion, 
or  in  other  words,  during  the  continuance  of  war. 

The  war,  in  which  this  country  is  now  unhappily 
engaged,  has  been  declared  by  our  own  government. 
Not  because  tlie  country  is  invaded,  or  threatened 
with  invasion,  but  to  seek  redress  and  indemnifica- 
tion for  injuries  and  wrongs  of  which  we  complain, 
by  invasion  and  conquest  ot  the  territories  of  tlie  ene- 
my. It  is  not  a defensive , but  offensive  war. 

At  the  time  when  the  demand  was  made  for  the 
militia,  tlie  war  had  been  recently  declared  ; it  was 
not  then  even  known  to  tlie  nation  against  which  it 
.was  declared.  The  invasion  then  existing,  or  cause 
of  invasion  then  expected,  must  be  presumed  to  last 
as  long  as  the  war  shall  last.  It  may  be  presumed  to 
increase.  Invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  enemy  may 
be  expected,  when  known  to  produce  retaliation.  If 
then  the  militia  can  be  constitutionally  required,  to 
man  the  garrison  of  the  United  States,  they  may  con- 
tinue to  be  so  required,  as  long  as  the  danger  conti- 
nues to  exist ; and  to  become,  for  all  tlie  purposes  of 
carrying  on  the  war.  Within  the  United  States,  stand  - 
ing troops  of  the  United  States.  And  a declaration 
of  war  made  bv  the  administration  of  tlie  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  announced  to  the  governors 
of  the  states,  will  substantially  convert  the  m ilitia  of 
the  states  into  such  troops.  Before  it  is  agreed  that 
the  states  have  ceded  such  a power  to  the  United 
States,  the  question  ought  to  be  examined  with  much 
attention. 

On  the  fullest  deliberation,  your  committee  are 
not  able  to  discover,  that  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  justifies  this  claim- 

The  people  of  this  state  were  among  the  first  to 
adopt  that  constitution — They  have  been  among  the 
most  prompt  to  satisfy  all  its  lawful  demands,  and 
to  give  facility  to  its  fair  operations — -they  have  en- 
joyed the  benefits  resulting  from  the  union  of  the 
states ; they  have  loved,  and  still  love,  and  cherish 
that  union,  and  will  deeply  regret,  if  any  ev cuts  shall 
occur  to  alienate  their  affection  from  it.  They  have 
a deep  interest  in  its  preservation,  and  are  still  dis- 
posed to  yield  a willing  and  prompt  obedience  to  all 
the  legitimate  requirements  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

But  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  state  of 
Connecticut  is  a free,  sovereign  and  ixeefenrest 
state  ; that  the  United  States  arc  a confederacy  of 
states ; that  we  are  a confederated  and  not  a conso- 
lidated republic. — The  governor  of  this  state  is  un- 
der a high  and  solemn  obligation,  “ to  maintain  the 
lavful  rights  and  privileges  thereof  as  a severe / 
free  and  independent  state  f as  he  is  “ to  svS 
constitution  of  the  United  States and  tlie  obligation 
to  support  the  latter,  imposes  an  additional  obliga- 
tion to  support  tlie  former.  The  budding  cannot 
stand,  if  tbe  pillars  upon  which  it  rests,  are  impaired 
or  destroyed.  Tlie  same  constitution,  which  dele- 
gates powers  to  the  general  government,  inhibits  the 
exercise  of  powers,  not  delegated,  and  reserves  those 
powers  to  the  states  respectively.  Tlie  power  to  use 
.the  militia  “ to  execute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrec- 


States.  Cnee  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  militia  would  become  subject  to  the  arti- 
cles of  war,  and  exposed  to  be  punished  with  death, 
ff  they  should  leave  a service,  which  by  tlie  consti- 
tution of  their  country,  they  are  not  bound  to  per- 
form . 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  it  is  evident  to 
the  committee,  that  the  militia  of  the  several  states 
are  to  be  employed  by  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose only  of  performing  special  services,  in  cases 
where  no  other  military  force  could  be  conveniently 
had  or  properly  exercised  ; and  when  those  services 
are  performed,  they  are  to  return  to  their  several 
homes.  The  committee  cannot  believe,  that  it  was 
ever  intended  that  they  should  be  liable,  on  demand 
of  the  president  upon  the  governor  of  the  state,  to  be 
ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  as- 
sist in  carrying  on  an  offensive  war.  They  can  only 
be  so  employed,  under  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state,  authorising  it.  On  the  expediency  of  passing 
such  a law,  or  adopting  any  measures  which  tlie  war 
may  render  necessary,  the  committee  do  not  consider 
it  is  as  within  then*  commission  to  decide. 

If  congress,  or  the  president  of  the  United  States 
shall  apply  to  this  state,  to  furnish  troops  to  assist  in 
carrying  on  the  war,  the  request  will  doubtless  meet 
with  the  attention  which  it  will  merit. 

The  committee  will  only  take  the  liberty  to  remark, 
that,  should  the  manner  in  which  the  war  is  waged 
or  prosecuted,  induce  tlie  enemy  to  retaliate,  by  an 
actual  invasion  of  any  portion  of  our  territory,  or 
should  we  be  threatened  with  invasion,  or  attack 
from  any  enemies,  the  militia  will  always  be  pron.pt 
and  zealous  to  defend  their  country. 

The  government  of  this  state,  as  it  ever  lias  been, 
so  it  will  continue  to  be,  ready  to  comply  with  all  con- 
stitutional requisitions  of  the  general  government. 
Faithful  to  itself  and  posterity,  it  will  be  faithful  to 
the  United  States. 

Tlie  committee,  on  a full  view  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  referred  to, them,  sue  of 
opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor, regarding  tlie  same,  has  been  regulated  by  a 
strict  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  this  state 
and  the  militia  thereof,  as  well  as  to  the  constitution 
of  tlie  United  States,  and  ought  to  be  approved  ; tor 
which, the  committee  have  prepared  a resolve,  winch 
is  herewith  presented. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

General  Assembly,  special  session, 

August,  1812. 

SdStfon  (Si^edPerorder)  CALVIN  G ODD  ARB. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  the  foregoing  re^ 
port  is  accepted  and  approved. 

Ajttest,  CHARLES  DENISON,  Clerk. 

Concurred  ill  the  upper  house. 

Attest,  THOMAS  DAY,  Secretary. 

Resolved , That  the  conduct  of  his  excellency  tbe 
governor,  in  refusing  to  order  the  militia  ol  this  state 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  requD 
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sition  of  the  secretary  of  war  and  m yorrgeneral 
Dearborn,  meets  with  the  entire  approbation  of  this 
assembly. 

General  Assembly  special  section, 

August,JLt;12. 

■Passed in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Attest,  CHARLES  DENISON,  Clerk. 

Concurred- in  the  Upper  House , 

Attest,  THOMAS  DAY,  Secretary. 

PECLAJ? ATJO S'  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

A l their  special  session, . dug.  25,  1312. 
Tac  legislature  of  the  slate  of  Connecticut,  con* 
Iftneu.  to  consult  the  welfare,  and  provide  for  the  de- 
^.  :Uie  of  the  stale,  at  this  interesting  and  eventful 
period,  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  thus  af- 
forded to  declare  and  resolve. 

That  while  some  of  their  sister  states  offer  assu- 
rances c/i  then*  unqualified  approbation  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  general  government,  in  respect  to  our 
foreign  relations,  we  confidently  trust  that  the  mo- 
tives which  influence  us  to  declare  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  deliberate  amfysolemn  sense  of  the  people  of 
tnis  state,  on  the  question  of  the  war  will  be  justly 
appreciated. 

The  people  of  this  state  view  the  war  as  unneces- 
feary. 

Without  pretending  to  an  exclusive  or  superior 
love  of  country  to  what  is  common  to  their  feliow- 
eitizorp,  or  arrogating  a pre-eminence  in  those  vir- 
tues which  adorn  our  history,  they  jueld  to  none  in 
attachment  to  the  union  or  veneration  of  the  consti- 
tution. The  Union,  cemented  by  the  blood  of  the 
American  people,  is  endeared  to  our  best  affections, 
and  prized  as  an  invaluable  legacy  bequeathed  to  us 
$.;nd  our  posterity  by  the  founders  of  opr  empire. 

The  people  of  this  state  were  amongst  the  first  to 
adopt  the  constitution.  Having  shared  largely  in  its 
blessipgs,  and  confidently  trusting  that  under  the 
guardianship  of  the  people  and  of  the  states,  it  will 
found  competent  to  the  objects  of  its  institution, 
ip  all  the  various  vicissitudes  of  our  affairs,  they 
be  the  last  to  abandon  the  high  hopes  it  affords 
qf  the  future  prosperity  and  glory  of  our  country. 

•These  sent. merits  of  attachment  to  the  union,  and 
to  the  constitution,  are  believed  to  be  common  to  the 
American  people,  and  those  who  express  aqd  disse- 
qijuate  distrusts  of  their  fidelity  to  both  or  either, 
sye^ccanot  regard  as  therqost  discreet  of  their  friends, 
y .itermnafeiy  our  country  is  now  involved  in  that 
aw tul  cori diet  which  lias  isolated  the  fairest  portion 
of  Europe.  ^ Between  the  belligerents.  Great  Britain 
is  selected  for  our  enemy.  We  are  not  the  apologists 
pf  die  wrongs  of  foreign;  nations — we  enquire  not  as  to 
the  Comparative  demerits  of  their  respective  decrees 
£JkI  orders.' —-We  will  never  deliberate  on  the  choice 
of  a foreign  master.  The  aggressions  of  both  na- 
tions nit f$nc  to,  Jptve  been  met  at  the  onset  by  a sys- 
tem of  defensive  protection  commensurate  to  our 
yne.ots,  arm  adapted  to  the  Crisis.  Other  counsels 
prevailed,  and  that  system  of  commercial  restric- 
tion^ which  before  had  distressed  the  people  of  Eu- 
ropn,  was ' extended  to  our  country.— We  became 
parties  to  the  continental  system  of  the  French  em- 
peror. Whatever  its  pressure  may  have  been  else- 
wnere,  on  our  c ; tizeqs  it  has  operated  with  intolera- 
ble severity  and  hardship. 

In  the  midst  of  these  sufferings,  war  is  declared, 
frrl  that,  nation  of  the  two  is  selected  as  a foe  which 
is  cap  .clue  of  inflicting  the  greatest  injury.  In  this 
SKn-cti  m we  view  with  the  deepest  solicitude,  a ten- 
deu  y yj  c.^uiigle  us  in  an  alliance  with  a nation 
sab y-rted  every  republic  in  Europe,  and 
. c oiiect .ons,  wherever  formed,  have  been  fatal 
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Of  the  operation  of  her  decrees  on  the  American 
Commerce,  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  remark.  The 
repeal  of  them  promulgated  in  this  country  since 
the  declaration  of  war,  virtually  declares  that  die 
American  government  was  not  to  be  trusted,  insult 
is  thus  added  to  injury. 

Should  a continuance  of  this  war  exclude  our  sea- 
faring and  mercantile  citizens  from  the  use  of  the 
ocean,  and  our  invaluable  institutions  be  sacrificed 
by  an  alliance  with  France,  the  measure  of  our  de- 
gradation and  wretchedness  would  be  full. 

War,  always  calamitous,  in  this  case  portentous  of 
great  evils,  enacted  against  a nation  powerful  ;n  her 
armies,  and  without  a rival  on  the  ocean,  cannot  t'e 
viewed  by  us  but  with  the  deepest  regret.  A nation 
without  fleets,  without  armies,  with  an  impoverished 
treasury,  with  a frontier  by  sea  and  land  extending 
many  hundred  miles,  feebly  defended,  waging  a \var,t 
hath  not  “first  counted  the  cost.” 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  pow- 
er of  declaring  war,  is  vested  in  congress. — They 
have  declared  war  against  Great  Britain. — However 
much  this  measure  is  to  be  regretted,  the  general 
assembly,  ever  regardful  of  their  duty  to  the  general 
government,  will  perform  all  their  obligations  result- 
ing from  this  act.  With  this  view  they  have  at  tins 
session,  provided  for  the  more  effectual  organization 
of  the  military  force  of  the  state,  and  a supply  of  the 
munitions  of  war.  These  will  be  employed,  should 
the  public  exigencies  require  it,  in.  defence  of  this 
state  and  of  our  sister  states,  in  compliance  with  the 
constitution  ; and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  the 
citizens  of  this  state  will  be  found,  at  the  constitu- 
tional call  of  their  country,  among  the  foremost  in 
its  defence. 

To  the  United  States  is  delegated  the  power  to 
call  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws,  to  suppress 
insurrection,  and  repel  invasion.  To  the  states  re- 
spectively is  reserved  the  entire  control  of  the  mili- 
tia, except  in  the  cases  specified.  In  this  view  of 
that  important  provision  of  the  constitution,  the 
legislature  fully  accord  with  the  decision  of  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor,  in  refusing  to  comply  with 
the  requisition  of  the  general  government  for  a por- 
tion of  the.  militia.  While  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
any  difference  of  opinion  on  that  subject  should  have 
arisen,  the  conduct  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  this 
state,  in  maintaining  its  immunities  and  privileges, 
meets  our  cordial4approbation.  The  legislature  also 
entertain  no  doubt  that  the  militia  of  the  state  will, 
under  the  direction  of  the  captain-general,  be  ever 
ready  to  perform  their  duty  to  the  state  and  nation  In 
peace  or  war.  They  are  aware  that  in  a protracted 
war,  the  burden  upon  the  militia  may  become  almost 
insupportable,  as  a spirit  of  acquisition  and  extension 
of  territory  appears  to  influence  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  which  may  require  the  employment  of  the 
whole  regular  forces  of  the  United  States  in  foreign 
conquest,  and  leave  our  maritime  frontier  defence* 
less,  or  to  be  protected  solely  by  the  militia  of  the 
states. 

At  this  period  of  anxiety  among  all  classes  of 
citizens,  we  learn  with  pleasure,  that  a prominent 
cause  of  the  war  is  removed  by  a late  measure  of  the 
British  cabinet.  The  revocation  of  the  orders  in 
council  it  is  hoped  will  be  met  by  a sincere  spirit  of 
conciliation  on  the  part  of  our  administration,  arid 
speedily  restore  to  our  nation  the  blessing's  of  a solid 
and  honorable  peace. 

In  the  event  of  the  continuance  of  the  >var,  the 
legislature  rely  on  the  people  of  Connecticut,  looking 
to  Him  who  holds  the  destinies  of  empires  in  h.s 
hand,  for  aid,  to  maintain  those  institutions  which 
their  venerable  ancestors  established,  and  to  presort 
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inviolate  those  invaluable  privileges  which  their  fa- 
thers'acquired,  unci  which  are  consecrated  by  their 
"blood . 

Passed  in  tiie  House  of  Representatives. 

Attest,  OHAIH.ES  DENISON,  Clerk. 

Concurred  in  the  Viper  House. 

Attest,  THOMAS  DAY,  Secretary. 

General  Assembly,  August,  1812. 

Off  The  legislature  of  Connecticut  have  voted  to 
raise  for  slate  service,  2 regiments  of  infantry,  4 com- 
panies of  artillery,  and  4 companies  of  cavalry 

ti  purchase  3800  stand  of  arms,  and  eight  field 
pieces — and  accept  of  volunteer  companies  to  de- 
fend the  harbors. 

Brl  ti  s]  i Prod  amati  on . 

By  Isaac  Buoy  a,,  -eng.  major-general  commanding  his 
majesty' s f trees  in.  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  a 
Proclamation. 

WiiiiicAS  the  territory  of  Michigan  was  this  day, 
by  capicuEtion,  ceded  to  the  arms  of  his  Britannic 
majesty.  Without  any  other  condition  than  the  pro- 
tection of  priv-.te  property;  and  wishing  to  give  an 
early  proof  of  the  moderation  and  justice  of  the  go- 
vernment, I do  hereby  announce  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  territory  that  the  laws  heretofore  in 
existence  shall  continue  in  force  until  his  majesty’s 
pleasure  be  known,  or  so  long  as  the  peace  and  safe- 
ty of  the  said  territory  will  admit  thereof. — And  I 
do  hereby  also  declare  and  make  known  to  the  said 
inhabitants  that  they  shall  be  protected  in  the  full 
exercise  and  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  of  which  all 
persons,  both  civil  and  military,  will  take  notice  and 
govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Ail  persons  having  in  their  possession,  or  having 
anv  -knowledge  of  any  public  property,  shall  forth- 
with deliver  in  the  same,  or  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
o dicer  commanding,  or  lieutenant  colonel  Nichol, 
who  a-e  hereby  authorised  to  receive  and  give  pro- 
per receipts  for  the  same. 

Officers  of  the  militia  will  be  held  responsible  that 
all  arms  in  possession  of  the  militiamen  be  immedi- 
ately delivered  up;  and  all  individuals  whatever, 
who  have  in  their  possession  arms  of  any  kind,  will 
deliver  them  up  witliout  delay.  Given  under  un  - 
hand, at  Detroit,  this  16th  day  of  August,  1812,  anil 
in  the  52d  year  of  his  m-ijestv’s  reign. 

(Signed)  ISAAC  BROCK,  JWajpr- General 

A true  copy. 

J.  Macdoxell,  Lt.  Col.  .Militia  & A.  I).  C. 


MILITARY. 

We  an  yet  without  particulars  of  Hull’s  surrender. 

Governor  Harrison  and  colonel  John  P.  Boyd,  he- 
roes of  Tippacanoe,  have  been  appointed  brigadier- 
generals  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The 
former,  it  is  stated, will  have  a command  of  the  troops 
assembling  at  Urbanna,  Ohio.  The  latter  is  com- 
mander in  chief  in  the  states  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode -Island  and  Connecticut. 

Indications  of  a movement  of  the  army . — Messrs.  C. 
Seldom  and  Brothers,  of  Troy,  advertise  for  four 
hundred  waggons  immediately  to.  take  on  loading 
[baggage  See.  of  the  army,]  from  Troy  to  Whitehall, 
on  lake  Champlain. 

The  Jersey  regiment,  nearly  800  strong,  have  struck 
their  tents  at  Fort  Richmond  or  Staten  island,  and 
embarked  for  Albany.  Their  place  is  supplied  by 
800  militia  from  New-York  and  500  from  New-Jer- 
sey.  All  the  works  for  the  defence  ef  New-York' 
appeal*  to  be  fully  manneif  ! 


The  citizens  of  Albany,  receiving  a new  impulse 
of  patriotism  by  the  surrender  of  general  Hull,  have 
commenced  a subscription  for  raising  a regiment  of 
volunteers — and  very  liberal  subscriptions  have  been 
made  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  brave 
Spirits  who  may  offer  their  services. 

Baltimore  is  about  to  sent  forth  a considerable  bo- 
dy of  volunteers  to  Canada,  and  die  most  ample  fund* 
are  provided  from  the  liberal  purses  of  our  citi- 
zens, to  supply  them  with  every  necessary  to  their 
leaving  home.  * About  fifteen  thousand  dollars  have 
been  subscribed  for  this  purpose,  and  anv  reasonable 
sum  may  be  obtained  in  addition  if  the  service  si i all 
require  it.  Several  gentlemen  subscribed  $500  each. 

A part  of  the  12th  rcg.  U.  S.  infantry  about  309 
strong,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Parker,  pass- 
ed through  Williamsport  (Mel.)  on  the  31st  ult.  or 
their  way  to  the  north,  and  were  handsomely  receiv- 
ed and  very  kindly  treated,  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
village. 

Tne  governor  of  Kentucky  learning  the  critical  si- 
tuation of  general  Hull,  determined  to  send  a rein- 
forcement of  volunteers  to  general  Payne,  so  as  to 
make  b is  whole  force  3,400  strong.  He  also  appoint- 
ed governor  Harrison  a major  general,  to  have  the 
command  of  the  Kentucky  troops,  by  brevet,*  a pro- 
cedure extremely  well  calculated  to  give  confidence 
to  the  army  of  that  state  in  the  field.  Richard  M. 
Johnson,,  a member  of  congress  from  Kentucky,  pro- 
posed to  raise  six  companies  (500  men)  of  mounted 
infantrv,  volunteers,  to  march  immediately  for  De- 
troit— and  to  trust  to  the  liberality  and  justice  of' 
congress  for  indemnification.  A meeting  was  to  be 
held  at  Georgetown  on  the  31st  ult.  and  from  the 
spirit  of  Kentucky,  though  the  proposition  was  made 
only  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  we  venture  t|» 
say  that  this  body  of  men  is  in  the  field — -perhaps  at 
Urbanna,  or  beyond  it.  M dor-general  Harrison  left 
Lexington  on  the  29th  ult.  to  join  the  army  in  Ohio 
— Colonel  Poague’s  regiment  of  500  mounted  rifle- 
men were  prepared  to  march.  The  augmentation  of 
the  troops  and  the  appointment  of  Harrison,  was  the 
last  act  of  good  old  general  Scott,  as  governor  of  Ken- 
tucky— his  venerable  fellow  soldier  who  succeeded 
him,  colonel  Shelby,  on  coming  into  office,  made  a 
further  augmentation  of  the  troops  ; so  that  the  whole 
| force  from  Kentucky,  marched  to  Ohio  and  the  Indi- 
ana .territory,  will  amount  to  6000  men,  in  actual  ser- 
vice. These  things  will  never  be  forgotten. 

At  the  requisition  of  major  gen.  Fmkney,  the  go- 
vernor of  Georgia  has  ordered  1000  militia  into  im- 
mediate service. 

Colonel  Coles,  with  about  300  men  from  Frede- 
ricksburg, Virginia,  has  marched  for  the  northward. 

With  much  satisfaction  we  learn,  although  an  at- 
tack upon  the  Indiana  territory  is  expected  by  the 
allied  army  of  British  and  savages,  that  the  state  of 
the  military  force  is  such  as  to  warrant  a full  belief - 
they  will  fa-1.  On  the  18th  ult.  nine  full  companies 
were  on  duty  at  Vincennes,  and  300  volunteers  from 
Kentucky  immediately  expected.  Tecumseh  com- 
mands under  his  excellency  maj . gen.  Brock. 

In  the.  late  skirmishes  many  English  fought  with 
the  Indians,  painted  and  dressed  like  the  savages 

It  is  stated  that  forts  Wayne  and  Bearborne  have 
been  captured  by  the  allied  forces.  We  expect  to 
hear  a dreadful  tale  of  murder, 

The  town  of  Alexandria  is  about  sending  out  a 
company  of  volunteers — a sufficient  number  of  young 
men  have  already  offered,  and  $2000  have  beea 

* When  an  officer  is  appointed,  f ad  interim J “ by 
brevet”  he  does  not  receive  pay  for  die  of  ice  so  held. 
Tins  note  is  raided  for  the  instruction  of  our  youth- 
! ftfi  readers. 
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raised,  with  the  prospect  of  trebling  the  sum  if  re- 
quired. The  Herald  says  “ that  the  disgraceful  sur- 
render of  Hull  has  done  more  for  die  success  of  the 
war  than  the  capture  of  10,000  British  regulars.” 
We  fully  subscribe  to  the  trutli  of  this  observation. 
The  spirit  of  the  people  is  awaking  from  the  lethargy 
of  thirty  years  peace. 

“ In  peace  there’s  nothing  so  becomes  a man 

* As  modest  stillness  and  humility. 

“ But  w hen  the  blast  of  war  blows  in  our  ears, 

“ Then  imitate  the  action  of  the  tyger, 

Stiffen  the  sinews— summon  up  the  blood ; 

* Disguise  fair  nature  with  ill-favor’d  rage, 

“ And  lend  the  eye  a terrible  aspect” 

Fifteen  hundred  men  are  immediately  to  inarch  from 
Virginia  for  the  western  country,  to  rendesvous  at 
Point  Pleasant,  on  the  Ohio.  At  Richmond,  ladies 
ot  the  first  distinction  volunteered  their  services  to 
make  knapsacks,  tents  8cc.  for  the  soldiers,  and  in 
four  or  five  days  all  things  were  ready.  The  governor 
concludes  his  general  orders  by  a nervous  and  very 
elegant  address,  which  is  laid  off  for  record.  The 
citizens  of  Richmond  liberally  subscribed  a very 
handsome  sum  to  provide  all  conveniences  for  the 
troops. 

Four  companies  of  the  Republican  Greens  of  the 
city  of  New-York  have  volunteered  their  sendees  to 
the  governor  and  will  march  for  the  frontiers  in  a few 
days.  We  believe  the  Greens  are  ail  natives  of  Ire- 
land, or  of  Irish  descent. 

NAVAL. 

Extract  of  a latter  from  commodore,  (~  Lt.J  Woolseyto 
his  father,  general  Wools  ay — dated, 

“ August  2,  1812 — The  schooner  Lord  JVelson, 
about  60  tons,  was  armed  with  the  thirty-two  poun- 
der, and  two  six  pounders,  sent  by  captain  Chaux- 
cey.  She  was  put  under  the  command  of  captain 
Dixon,  and  sent  down  to  Ogdensburg,  to  convoy  se- 
ven schooners  to  Sacket’s  harbor.  As  she  came  to 
the  narrows,  about  11  miles  above  Ogdensburg,  she 
made  to,  and  hailed  a smack  boat  of  six  men.  They 
gave  no  answer,  but  pulled  off. — They  fired  a shot 
ahead,  but  they  did  not  mind  it.  The  Lord  JYelson 
having  forty -two  men  on  board,  gave  them  a dis- 
charge and  killed  four  ; the  other  two  leaped  over- 
board and  swam  ashore. — The  Earl  Jlfoira,  16  thir- 
ty-two pounders,  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  then 
came  out  to  take  them,  but  shameful  to  Britain  did 
not  succeed.  They  fired  one  broad-skle,  but  did  no 
harm — Captain  Dixon  then  played  on  them  with  our 
32  and  both  6’s  beat  them  off,  and  even  drove  them 
under  their  fort  at  Elizabeth-toxm.  Captain  Dixon 
fired  the  32  pounder  about  100  times  at  their  ves- 
sels, their  battery,  and  the  town.  He  was  positive 
he  did  very  great  damage  to  the  brig  and  schooner. 
He  could  distinctly  hear  them  screach  and  see  splin- 
ters fly  nearly  mast  high,  almost  every  shot.  My 
brother  is  going  to  attack  the  Royal  George .” 
COMMODORE  RODGERS’  SQUADRON. 

Boston,  September  1. 

Yesterday  arrived  in  this  harbor,  the  U.  States 
ships  President  44,  com.  Rodgers  ; United  States  44, 
capt.  Decatur ; Congress  36,  capt.  Smith  ; Hornet 
16,  capt.  Lawrence  ; and  brig  Argus  16,  capt.  Sin- 
clair ; the  whole  of  the  squadron  which  sailed  from 
New-York  on  the  21st  of  June,  under  com.  Rodgers. 

“ Sailed  from  New-York  June  21 — The  23d,  6,  a. 
3i.  discovered,  and  gave  chase  to  an  English  frigate, 
supposed  to  be  the  Belvidere.  The  superiority  of 
the  President’s  sailing,  while  the  breeze  continued 
fresh,  enabled  her  to  get  within  gun  shot  between 
4 and  5,  p.  m.  when  it  had  moderated  so  much  as  to 
give  very  faint  hopes  of  getting  along  side.  At  this 
t ime  perceiving  she  was  training  her  guns  to  bear  up- 
on the  President,  the  latter  commenced  a fire  at  her 
-spars  and  rigging,  with  the  view  to  cripple  an  get  a 


breast  of  her.  A fire  was  kept  up  about  two  hour£- 
The  President  gave  her  two  or  three  broadsides,  and 
kept  up  a well  directed  fire  from  the  chase  guns 
which  cut  her  sails  and  rigging  very  much,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  destroying  any  of  her  spars  although 
some  of  them  were  much  wounded.  The  President 
all  tl  ns  time  was  exposed  to  a running  fire  from  her 
4 stern  chasers  ; and  once  the  British  frigate  com- 
menced a fire  from  her  main  deck,  with  an  intention, 
of  raking  the  President  with  a broadside,  but  at  that 
moment  receiving  one  from  the  President,  continued 
her  course  under  a press  of  sail,  and  used  only  her 
stem  guns.  All  sail  was  crowded  in  pursuit,  bur  in 
vain.  The  chase  was  now  throwing  overboard  every 
thing  that  could  be  spared,  to  increase  her  sailing, 
and  escaped  by  lightness  of  the  wind.  Four  of  her 
boats  were  seen  floating  by  the  President,  complete, 
ly  knocked  to  pieces,  together  with  a great  number 
of  casks,  spars,  &c.  and  it  was  supposed  most  of 
the  guns  were  also  thrown  overboard. 

The  President  received  a considerable  number  of 
shot  in  her  sails  and  rigging,  but  was  not  materially 
injured.  The  chase  was  continued  till  about  mid- 
night, when,  it  was  relinquished  as  hopeless,  and  the 
President  hove  too  for  the  squadron  to  come  up. — 
Early  in  the  chase,  one  of  the  President’s  chase  guns, 
on  the  gun  deck,  burst,  and  injured  the  upper  deck 
so  much,  as  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  chase  guns  on 
that  side  for  a considerable  time.  The  President 
had  three  killed,,  and  nineteen  wounded,  most  of  the 
latter  slightly ; of  the  wounded,  16  were  by  the 
bursting  of  a gun.  It  was  by  the  same  gun  com. 
Rodgers  had  his  leg  fractured,  but  has  recovered. 

The  squadron  afterwards  pursued  the  Jamaica 
fleet,  but  owing  to  uncommonly  foggy  weather  miss- 
ed them,  although  at  times  very  near.” 

The  squadron  has  been  off  the  English  channel, 
then  along  the  coast  of  France,  Spain  and  Portugal, 
within  30  miles  of  the  rock  of  Lisbon — then  made 
Madeira  Island — then  off  Coro  and  Floros — then  back 
to  the  Banks — and  by  Nova  Scotia  to  Boston. 

Many  of  the  seamen  of  the  squadron  are  sick  of 
the  scurvy.  Several  have  died.  About  120  English 
prisoners  are  on  board. 

We  understand  the  seamen  stated  to  have  been  im- 
pressed from  a Portuguese  brig  entered  voluntarily . 

PRESIDENT  AND  BELVIDERA. 

COPIES  OF  LETTERS  FROM  CAPT.  HULL  TO  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  THE  NAVY. 

United  States’  frigate  Constitution , August  28,  1812. 

Sir, — The  enclosed  account  of  the  affair  be. ween 
the  President,  commodore  Rodgers,  and  the  British 
frigate  Belvidera,  fell  into  my  hands  by  accident! 
It  clearly  proves  that  she  only  escaped  the  commo- 
dore by  superior  sailing,  after  having  lightened  her, 
and  the  President  being  very  deep. 

As  much  has  been  said  on  this  subject ; and  commo- 
dore Rodgers  has  not  arrived,  to  give  you  his  state- 
ment of  the  affair,  if  it  meet  your  approbation  I should 
be  pleased  to  have  this  account  published  to  prevent 
people  from  making  up  their  minds  hastily,  as  1 find 
them  willing  to  do. 

1 am  confident  could  the  commodore  have  got 
alongside  the  Belvidera,  she  would  have  been  his,  in 
less  than  one  hour. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

The  honorable  Rami  Hamilton , &c. 

An  account  of  the  proceedings  of  his  majesty’s  ship 

Belvidera,  Richard  Byron,  Esq.  captain,  2 3d  day 

of  June,  1812. 

A.  M.  4,  40,  Nantucket  Shoal,  bearing  S.  W.  saw 
several  ^ail,  made  gfil  towards  them,  at  6,  £0,  t-h*$ 
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bore  S.  W.  S.  made  them  out  to  be  three  frigates,  one 
sloop,  and  one  brig  of  war,  standing  to  the  S.  E.  un- 
der a press  of  sail.  Observed  them  to  make  signals, 
and  haul  up  in  chase  of  us,  hauling  down  their 
steering  sails,  in  a confused  and  irregular  manner. 
Tacked  ship,  and  made  the  private  signal  which  was 
not  answered,  made  all  sail  possible.  N.  E.  by  E.  at 
8 moderate  and  fine  weather,  the  headmost  ship  of 
"die  cliase  S.  S.  W.  1-3  W.  apparently  gaining  ground 
on  us  at  times,  and  leaving  her  consorts.  At 
11,39,  hoisted  our  colors,  and  pendant,  the  chase 
hoisted  American  colors,  two  of  them  hoisted  com- 
modores broad  pendants,  at  noon  the  commodore  and 
the  second  headmost  ship  of  the  chase  S.  W.  3-4  W. 
about  2 and  3-4-  of  a mile,  Nantucket  Shoal  N.  4 00. 
Jt.  48  miles,  moderate  and  fine  weather,  cleared  ship 
for  action,  commodore  of  chase  gaining,  the  other 
ships  dropping,  observed  the  chase  pointing  her  guns 
at  us,  at  3 30,  the  commodore  fired  three  shots,  one 
of  which  struck  the  rudder  coat,  and  came  into  the 
after  gun-room,  the  other  two  came  into  the  upper, 
or  captain’s  cabin,  one  of  which  struck  the  muzzle 
of  the  larboard  chase  g-un,  the  other  went  through 
the  beam  under  the  skyng’ht,  killed  William  Gould 
(seaman)  ; wounded,  John  Hill,  (armourer)  mortal- 
iy  ; Joseph  Lee,  (sea.)  severely ; George  Marlon, 
(ships  corporal)  badly;  lieutenant  Bruce  and  James 
Kelly,  and  James  Larmont,  (sea.)  slightly.  At  3 45, 
commenced  firing  with  our  stern  guns,  shot  away  her 
larboard  lower  steering  sail,  keeping  our  ship  a stea- 
dy course  N.  E.  by  E.  at  4 the  choce  bore  up  and  fired 
her  larboard  broadside,  which  cut  our  rigging,  and| 
sails  much,  the  long'  bolts,  breeching  hooks,  and 
breechings  of  the  guns  and  cannonades  frequently 
breaking  (by  one  of  which  captain  Byron  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  left  thigh)  ail  of  which  was  instant- 
ly x’eplaced.  Kept  up  a constant  fire,  which  was  re- 
turned by  our  oppon  at  with  bow  chase  guns,  and  at 
times  by  her  broadsides,  which  by  her  superiority  oi 
sailing,  she  was  enabled  to  do  till  6 45,  when  we  cut 
away  our  spare  sheet,  and  shall  bower  anchors,  barge, 
yawl  and  jolly  boats,  and  started  14  tons  of  water; 
we  then  gained  on  him,  when  he  bore  up  and  fired 
three  broadsides  ; part  of  which  fell  short  of  us,  at 
7 opponent  ceased  firing,  and  the  second  frigate 
commenced  but  finding  her  shot  fall  short,  ceased 
again.  Employed  fishing  our  cross-jack  yard,  and 
main  topmast  (both  badly  wounded)  knotting  and 
splicing  our  rigging’,  which  Was. much  cut  and  dama- 
ged. At  11  altered  our  coureto  E.  by  S.  1-4  S.  and 
lost  sigh  t of  our  opposents.* 

* The  following  is  the  American  account  of  the  same 
action,  as  communicated  to  the  editor  of  the  Bos- 
ton Centinel,  bv  an  officer  of  the  squadron. 

Ed.  Reg. 

The  running  fight  between  the  President  and  Bel- 
videra , is  thus  stated. — The  latter  was  descried  on 
the  23d,  June,  when  the  squadron  gave  chase.  The 
President , by  superiority  of  sailing'  got  within  gun 
shot  of  the  Belvidera,  between  4 and  5 o’clock,  1*. 
M.  when  finding  the  breeze  which  had  enabled  the 
President  to  overhaul  the  chase  was  moderating,  and 
that  the  chase  was  preparing  to  fire  on  the  President , 
the  latter  commenced  firing  for  the  purpose  of  crip- 
pling the  spars  of  the  Belvidera , in  order  to  come 
up  with  her.  The  fire  was  kept  up  two  hours  ; the 
President  yawing,  and  firing  two  or  three  broadsides 
to  effect  her  object,  and  keeping  up  a constant  fire 
of  the  chase  guns,  which  though  it  cut  the  sails  and 
rigging,  did  not  stop  the  way  of  the  Belvidera,  which, 
as  the  wind  became  light,  was  accelerated  by  her 
crowding  ail  sail,  starting  her  water,  cutting  away 
her  anchors,  and  by  staving  and  throwing-  over  her 
boats.  The  chase  continued  until  near  pjidnight;' 
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United  States’  frigate  Constitution,  off  Boston  Light* 
August  23,  1812. 

Srn — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  after 
leaving  Boston  Light  on  the  2d  inst.  the  date  of  my 
last  letter  to  you,  l stood  to  the  eastward  along  the 
coast,  in  hopes  to  fall  in  with  one  of  the  enemy’s 
firig'iltes,  which  was  reported  to  be  cruizing  in  that 
direction,  the  day  before  I left  Boston.  I passed  near 
the  coast,  as  far  down  as  live  bay  of  Fundv,  but  .saw- 
nothing.  I then  run  off  Halifax  and  cape  Sables, 
and  remained  near  there  for  three  or  four  days  with- 
out seeing  any  thing,  which  made  me  determine  to 
change  my  situation  to  the  eastward  towards  New- 
foundland. I accordingly  bore  up,  and  nui  to  the 
eastward  under  all  sail,  passing  near  the  Isle  of  Sa- 
bles, and  hauling  in  to  take  a station  off  the  Gulnh 
of  St.  Lawrence,  near  cape  Race,  to  intercept  the 
ships  of  the  enemy  bound  either  to  or  from  Quebec, 
or  Halifax,  to  be  in  a situation  to  re-capture  such  of 
our  vessels  as  they  might  be  sending  in. 

On  the  10th  inst.  being  oft'  cape  Race,  I fell  in  with 
a light  merchant  brig,  bound  to  Halifax  from  New- 
foundland ; and  as  she  was  not  worth  sending  in,  I 
took  the  crew  on  board  and  set  her  on  fire.  On  the 
11th,  I fell  in  with  the  British  brig  Adeona,  from 
Nova-Scotia,  bound  to  England,  loaded  with  timber. 
I took  the  crew  out  of  her  and  set  her  on  fire,  and 
made  sail  to  take  a station  nearer  cape  Race,  where 
we  continued  cruising  until  the  morning  of  the  15th, 
at  day-light ; when  five  sail  were  in  sight  ahead  of  us, 
apparently  a small  convoy.  I gave  chase  under  a 
J press  of  sail,  and  soon  found  that  we  gained  on  them 
very  first,  and  discovered  that  one  of  them  was  a 
ship  of  war;  at  sun-rise  they  tacked,  and  stood  on 
the  same  tack  with  us.  By  this  time  we  could  plain- 
ly discover  that  the  ship  of  war  had  a brig-  in  tow. — 
At  6,  coming  up  very  fast  with  the  ship,  and  could 
see  that  she  had  cast  off  the  brig  that  she  had  in 
tow,  and  had  set  her  on  fire,  and  had  ordered  a 
second  brig  to  stand  before  the  wind  to  seperate 
them.  The  ship  of  war  making  sail  to  windward,  1 
gavechace  to  a ship  which  appeared  to  be  under  her 
convoy  ; but  when  we  came  up  with  her,  she  prov- 
ed to  be  a British  ship,  prize  to  the  Dolphin  priva- 
teer, of  Salem.  She  had  been  spoken  by  the  ship  of 
war,  but  we  came  up  with  them  before  they  had  time 
to  put  men  on  board  and  take  charge  of  her.  Whilst 
our  boats  were  boarding  this  vessel,  the  ship  of  war 
had  got  nearly  hull  down  from  us  .;  and  understand- 
ing from  onfc  of  the  prisoners  that  she  was  a very  fast 
sailer,  I found  it  would  not  be  possible  to  come  up 
with  her  before  night,  or  perhaps  not  then  ; 1 there- 
fore gave  cliase  to  the  brig  that  run  before  the  wind, 
determined  to  destroy  all  his  convoy,  we  soon  found 
we  came  fast  up  with  the  brig,  and  that  they  were 
making  every  exertion  to  get  off  by  throwing  over- 
board .all  the  lumber,  water  casks,  &c. 

during’  which  the  Congress  frigate  came  so  near  the 
Belvidera  as  to  fire  three  or  four  shot  at  her.  The 
Hornet,  as  reported,  had  no  share  in  the  firing.  Early 
in  the  chase  a very  serious  accident  occurred  oa 
board  the  President : one  of  the  forward  guns,  in 
being  fired  burst,  tore  up  the  deck,  killed  several 
seamen,  and- wounded  11  or  12  others — among  whom 
was  commodore  Rodgers,  who  had  stepped  forward 
to  direct  the  firing  of  the  chase  guns,  and  who  was 
blown  up,  and  in  the  fall  had  the  bone  of  his  leg' 
fractured.  He  has  since  recovered.  This  accident 
also  prevented  the  chase  guns  being  used  for  some 
lime.  The  loss  of  the  President  vvv  have  not  accu- 
rately ascertained.  We  understand  4 were  killed  by 
the  bursting  of  the  gun,  and  3 by  the  shot  of  the 
Belvidera;  and  19  were  wounded,  mostly  slight! v, 

1 and  by  the  bursting  of  the  gun. 
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At  2 T*.  Mb  we  brought  to  the  chase,  sod  found  her,  our  guns,  double-shotted  with  round  and  era  nr . and 
to  be  the  American  brig  Adeline, from  Lh  e.'pooi,lo:ul-  ;so  well  directed  were  they,  and  30  w«  udy  k pt. 


ed  with  dry  goods, Scc.took  the  jTrize-master  aad-crev.*  j that  in  15  minutes  his  mi/en-inast  went  by  the  bo 


vd 


oat  and  put  midshipman  Madison  and  a crew  on ! and  his  main-yard  in  the  slings,  and  the  J.uii,  rigging 
fto< ird,  with  orders  to  get  in  the  nearest  port  she  land  sails  very  much  torn  to  pieces..  The  fire  w < a 
could  make.  From  the?  prize  master  of  this  vessel  - kept  up  with  equal  warmth  for  1J  minutes  longer, 
I learnt  that  the  brig  burnt  by  the  sloop  of  war  be-  j when  fils  mainmast  and  foremast  went,  Diking  with 
longed  to  New-York,  and  was  loaded  with  hemp, ; them  every  spar,  excepting  the  bowsprit ; on  seeing 


duck.  See.  last  from  Jutland,  having  gone  in  there  in 
distress. 

Having  chased  so  far  to  the  eastward  as  to  make  it 


this  we  ceased  firing,  so  that  in  thirty  minutes  after 
vve  got  fairly  alongside  the  enemv,  she  surrendered,, 
and  had  not  a spar  standing,  and  her  hull  beiow  and 


impossible  to  come  up  with  the  sloop  of  war,  I deter-  and  above  water  so  shattered,  that  a few  more  broad- 
sides must  have  carried  her  down. 

Aker  informing  that  so  fine  a ship  as  the  Gurrrierc, 


mined  to  change  mv  cruising  ground,  as  I found  bj 
same  of  the  prisoners  that  came  from  this  vessel,  I 

that  the  squadron  that  chased  us  off  Ncw-¥<>rk,were!commanicd  b M ah!e  and  eipcrxnced  0;Koc:.  .,,d 
the  western  edge  Ot  the  Grand  Bans,  not  far  dis-|,Wn  ^lh.  nnA 

/>i : t irn  it :pr.r  v._ 


been  totally  dismasted  and  otherwise  cut  to  pieces, 
. „ - - , . . so  as  to  make  her  not.  worth  towing  into  port,  m ‘he 

rrvtendmg  to  pass  nea^Bm-muda,  and  cruise  oft  our  short,pace  of  30  ftliimtcs,  you  can  have  no  doubt  of 


taut 'from  me.  I accordingly  stood  to  the  southward, 


southern  coast .Saw  nothing  till  the  night  of 

the  18th,  at  liaif  past  9,  p.  m.  discovered  asm!  ve- 
ry  near  us,  it  being  dark  ; made  sail  and  gave  chase; 
and  could  see  that  she  was  a brig.  At  11  brought 
her  too,  and  sent  a boat  on  board,  found  h jr  to  be  tiie 
American  privateer  Decatur,  belonging  to  Salem, 
with  a crew  of  one  hundred  and  eight  men  and  14 
guns,  twelve  of  wliicli  she  had  thrown  overboard 
whilst  we  were  in  chase  of  her.  The  captain  came 
«n  board,  and  informed  me  that  he  saw  the  day  before 
a ship  of  war  standing  to  the  southward,  and  that  she 
.Cfcuid  not  be  far  from  us  ; at  12  p.  m.  made  sail  10 
the  southward,  intending,  if  possible  to  fall  in  with 
her.  The  privateer  stood  ill  for  Cape  Race,  intend- 
ing to  cruise  there,  and  take  ships  by  boarding,  as  he 
had  lost  all  his  guns  but  two.  The  above  is  a memo- 
randum. of  what  took  place  on  hoard 'the  Constitu- 
tion, under  my  command,  from  the  time  we  lelc  Bos- 
ton up  to  the  18th  inst.  which  I Lope  will  meet  your 
approbation. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

/lihe  Hon.  Paul  Humtltox, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy , Washington  City. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  GUERRIERE. 


tVe  gallantry^  and  good  conduct  of  tiie  officers  and 
ship’s  company  I have  the  honor  to  command.  It 
only  remains,  therefore,  for  me  to  assure  you,  that 
they  all  fought  with  great  bravery ; and  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  say,  that  from  the  smallest  boy  n 
he  ship,  to  the  oldest  seaman,  not  a look  of  fear  was 
seen.  They  all  went  into  action,  giving  thre  e cheers, 
and  requesting  to  be  laid  close  alongside  the  enemy. 

Enclosed  I have  die  honor  to  send  you  a list  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Constitution,  and  a 
report  of  the  damages  she  sustained — also  n list  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  enemy,  with  nis 
quart  er  bill.  &o. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  very  great  respect, 

Sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

The  Hon.  Patti*  Hamilton,  8cc.  &c. 
lieturh  df  killed  and  -wounded  on  board  the  United 
States’  frigate  Constitution , Isaac  Ihdl,  esq . cap- 
tain, in  the  action  -with  II.  JM.  S.  Guerriere,  J.  12. 
Dacres , esq.  captain , on  the  2Qih  day  of  Aug.  1812. 

KTIXED. 

William  S.  Bush,  1st  lieutenant  of  marines  ; Jacob 
Sago,  seaman  ; Robert  Brice,  do. ; John  Brown,  do. ; 
James  Read,  do. ; Caleb  Smith,  do. ; James  Ash- 
ford, do. 


United  States’  frigate  Constitution, 
off  Boston  Light,  August  30,  1812. 

SIR — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the 
19th  inst.  at  2 P.  ’VI.  being  in  lat.  41, 41,  and  long.  55, 
48,  with  the  Constitution  under  my  command,  a sail 
w/is  discovered  from  the  mast-head,  bearing  E.  by  S. 
er  E.  S.  E.  but  at  such#a  distance  we. could  not  tell 
what  she  was.  All  sail  was  instantly  made  in  chase, 
and  soon  found  we  came  up  with  her.  At  3 P.  M. 
Could  plainly  see  that  she  was  a ship  on  the  starboard 
tack  under  easy  sail,  close  on  a wind — at  half  past  3 
P,  M.  made  her  out  to  be  a frigate— -continued  the 
chase  until  v/e  were  within  about  3 miles,  when  I or- 
dered the  light  sails  taken  in,  the  courses  hauled  up 

end  the  ship  cleared  for  action. At  this  time  the 

chase  had  backed  her  maintop  sail,  waiting  for  us  to 
come  down.  As  soon  as  the  Constitution  was  ready 
for  action,  1 bore  down  with  an  intention  to  bring 
him  to  close  action  immediately ; but  on  our  coming 
within  gun  shot,  she  gave  us  a broad  side,  and  filled 
away,  and  wore,  giving  us  a broadside  on  the  other 
tack,  but  without  effect,  her  shot  falling  short.  She 
continued  wearing  and  manoeuvring  for  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  to  get  a raking  position — but 
finding  she  could  not,  she  bore  up  and  run  under  her 
topsails  and  gib,  with  the  wind  on  the  quarter.  I im- 
mediately made  sail  to  bring  the  ship  up  with  her, 
and  5 minutes  before  6 P.  M.  being  alongside  within 
half  pistol  shot,  we  commenced  a heavy  fire  from  ail 


WOUNDED. 

Charles  Morris,  1st  lieutenant,  dangerously ; John 
C.  Aylwin,  master,  slightly  ; Richard  Dunn,  seaman, 
dangerously ; George  Reynolds,  ordinary  seaman, 
dangerously ; Daniel  Lewis,  do.  dangerously  ; Owen 
Taylor,  do.  do. ; Francis  Mullen,  marine,  slightly. 

RECAPITULATION". 

Killed. — One  lieutenant  of  marines,  and  six  sea- 
men— Total  killed,  7. 

IVciunded. — Two  officers,  four  seamen  and  one  ma- 
rine— Total  wounded,  7. 

List  of  the  hilled  and  wounded  on  board  the  Gnerriere* 

WOUNDED. 

Jas.  R.  Dacres,  captain  ; Bartholomew  Kent,  lieu- 
tenant ; Robert  Scott,  master ; Samuel  Grant,  mas- 
ter’s mate  ; James  Enslie,  midshipman  ; John  Little, 
seaman ; James  Miller,  ordinary  seaman  ; Henry 
Verderie,  do.;  Hugh MTvinley,  do. ; James  Morris, 
seaman  ; T.  Harrington,  armorer ; Wm.  Mee,  armor- 
er’s mate  ; Peter  Stempstead,  ordinary  seaman  ; Pe- 
ter Peterson,  do. ; Ralph  Williams,  dor ; Henry  Holt, 
do. ; Wm.  Somers,  do.  ; Wm.  Millington,  do.  ; Pat. 
Murphy,  qr,  gun  ; J.  Cromwell,  qr.  master  ; Mat. 
Reardon,  ordinary  seamen  ; John  Campbell,  do.;  John 
Southgate,  do. ; Henry  Dent,  do.  ; Stephen  Kelly, 
boy;  John  0‘Hare,  ordinary  seaman;  Philip  Dwyer, 
do. ; J.  Smith,  3d.  seaman  ; K.  McDonald,  do. ; Alex. 
Ferguson,  ordinary  seaman  ; George  Meathers,  sea- 
man ; James  Crooner,  do.  ; David  Lewis,  ordinary 
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seaman  ; John  H bbs,  do. ; Joseph  Lushwood,  do. ; 
Robert  Tavlor,  do. ; George  Reed,  seaman ; William 
Jones,  ordinary  seaman  ; I).  M‘Meehen,  carpenter’s 
crew ; Wm.  Cooper,  seaman  ; Lawrence  Norm  an, 
do. ; G.  Emmerson,  sad -maker ; J.  Jameson,  seaman  ; 
Wm.  Hall,  do.  ; John  Bruntlot,  do. ; J.  Sho'ler,  boat- 
swain's mate  ; R.  Daily,  1st  do. ; J.  Copeland,  sea- 
man ; Samuel  Mdler,  do.  ; Roger  Spry,  marine  ; 
.John  Fake,  do.  ; Melchls  Archer,  do. ; John  Coss, 
do. ; Edward  Baking,  do- ; Wm.  Cooper,  do. ; Samu- 
el Long,  do. ; Thomas  Chambers,  do. ; Joseph  Foun- 
tain, do. ; Wm.  Ran,  do. ; Thomas  Couther,  do.; 
John  ltobson,  do. ; Wm.  Jones,  do. 

KILLED. 

H.  Ready,  2d  lieutenant ; J.  Smith,  2d.  gunner’s 
mate;  G.  Griffidis,  qr.  gunner;  J.  Tuck,  ordinary 
se.-man  ; Wvii.  Baker,  do.;  Alex.  Cowie,  seaman; 
Richard  Chusman,  landsman  ; Wm.  White,  seaman  ; 
Henry  Brown,  ordinary  seaman ; Robert  Rodgers, 
seaman  ; John  Peterson,  do. ; Wm.  Brown,  2d.  do. ; 
J.  A.  Fox,  sergeant  of  marines  ; J..  Woodcock,  ma- 
rine ; T.  Pratt,  do. 

Iffissrxe?. 

James  Johnson,  Moses  Vingen,  Benj.  Hin  worth, 
James  Greenwood,  Wm.  Cole,  James  Johnson,  3d. 
Corporal  Webb,  marine ; John  Griswell,  J.  M*Gili, 
James  Batterwitch,  Wm.  Roysdon,  Wm.  Hammock, 
Robert  Mittwoft,  A.  Joaquin,  John  Jacobs,  lieutenant 
Jas.  Pullman,  Mr.  Carton,  John  Newman,  Robert 
Wain,  James  Guv,  Robert  Scott,  lieutenant  Roberts, 
John  Flavitt,  John  Hosey. 

Commodore  Rodgers  wishing  to  put  to  sea  from 
Boston  on  the  4th  inst.  in  quest  of  a British  frigate, 
stated  to  be  on  the  coust,  requested  of  captain  Jfvl’ 
the  loan  of  sixty  men.  Hull  communicated  the  re- 
quest to  his  crew,  and  all,  with  one  voice, .volunteer- 
ed their  service.  But  the  wind  prevented  him  from 
leaving-  the  port  as  desired,  though  the  men  request- 
ed, with  their  baggage,  were  on  their  way  to  the 
President  in  twenty  minutes. 

When  captain  Hull  landed  from  the  Constitution, 
he  was  received  with  every  demonstration  of  affec- 
tion and  respect.  The  Washington  Artillery  posted  on 
the  wharf  again  welcomed  him  with  a federal  salute, 
which  \vas  returned  from  the  Constitution.  An  im- 
mense assemblage  of  citizens  made  the  welkin  ring 
with  loud  and  unanimous  huzzas,  which  were  repeat- 
ed on  his  arrival  in  State  street,  and  at  the  coffee 
house.  The  street  was  beautifully  decorated  with 
American  flags. 

Norfolk,  September  3. — The  schooner  Hornet,  a 
privateer  fitted  out  of  Balt  imore,  was  run  ashore  10 
miles  to  the  S.  of  Cape  Henry,  by  a British  man  of 
War  and  bilged. 

Government  has  issued  orders  for  the  release  of 
all  British  prisoners,  when  there  is  opportunity  of 
conveying  them  to  a British  place,  and  any  officer 
to  give  a receipt  for  them. 

An  active  exchange  of  prisoners  between  Boston 
and  Halifax  exists — we  rejoice  at  the  prompt  return 
of  our  countrymen. 

A splendid  entertainment  lias  been  given  by  the 
citizens  of  Boston.  of  all  parties,  to  capt.  Hull  and 
his  officers,  to  which  com.  Rodgers  and  the  officers 
•f  his  squadron  were  invited.  The  citizens  of  Neni 
York  have  raised  a sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  swords  to  be  presented  to  capt.  Hull  and 
the  brave  officers  of  his  ship.  The  people  of  Phila- 
delphia. are  raising  funds  to  purchase-  two  superb 
pieces  of  plate  to  be  presented  to  capt.  Hull  and  his 
first  lieutenant  the  gallant  Morris.  In  Baltimore,  on 
Monday  last, the  flags  of  all  vessels  in  the  harbor  were 
displayed,  in  honor  of  Hull's  victory  over  the  Guer- 
regi-c,  iiaaisRe  was  fired.  The  Qvmtittttim  was 


received  at  Boston  with  a federal  salute,  and  three 
umes  three  cheers  from  an  immense  crowd  of  the 
people. 

The  frigate  Constellation  has  underwent  a thorough! 
repair  at  Washington,  and  will  soon  be  at  sea.  The 
Chesapeake  is  also  in  a state  of  great  forwardness  to 
wipe  off  tiie  stains  of  the  murderous  Leopard. 

It  is  stated  that  a respectable  naval  force,  unde? 
charge  of  a captain,  acting  as  commodore,  will  be 
immediately  established  on  the  lakes  ; and  that  car- 
penters and  workmen  for  the  purpose  have  already 
set  out. 

A Ncw-York  paper  states  there  are  nineteen  priva»4 
leers  belonging  to  that  port,  eleven  of  which  are 
at  sea.  Among  those  lately  fitted  out,  we  observe 
the  following — schrs.  “ Order's  in  Council  ” United 
we  Stand;'*  “ Divided  ~ve  Fall  f*  “ Spitfii'e  and. 
“ Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees .” 

The  privateer  Bunker  Hill  is  said  to  be  captured* 
by  the  British.  Like  the  memorable  place  after  which 
this  vessel  was  named,  she  has  cost  the  enemy  more 
than  the  possession  is  worth.  The  Dolphin  of  Saleru 
is  also  said  to  be  taken,  after  having  done  her  full 
duty.  The  brave  fellows  will  soon  return  u to  fight 
again ;”  we  have  plenty  of  Englishmen  to  exchange 
for  them. 

The  needful  repairs  to  the  Constitution  frigate 
will  be  immediately  made,  and  commodore  Rodgers* 
squadron  is  probably  ready  for  sea.  Assisted  by  Hull 
and  his  valiant  crew,  he  will  be  glad  to  meet  the  Bri- 
tish squadron,  consisting  of  a 64  gun  ship  and  three 
frigates,  seen  a few  days  ago  off  Nantucket. 

Hie  Rossie,  of  Baltimore,  went  into . New-Porfi, 
(R.L)  on  the  30th  ult. — during  the  cruise,  commo- 
dore Barney  lias  captured  fifteen  vessels  in  all,  9 of 
which  he  burnt  or  sunk.  The  Rossie  was  only  45 
days  at  sea — the  vessels  cap  timed  carried  2914  tons, 
had  on  board  166  men,  and  are  estimated  to  have  cost 
$ 1,280,000. 

The  Lewis,  of  New-London,  4 guns  and  45  meti, 
has  been  sent  into  Halifax  ; but  previous  to  her  cap- 
ture she  fell  in  with  and  seized  a most  valuable  Eng- 
lish ship  of  8 gams,  richly  laden,  for  Quebec,  which, 
if  she  arrives  safe,  will  pay  the  privateers- men  very 
abundantly  for  their  losses. 

Heroism. — Among  the  many  interesting  incidents 
in  the  late  action  between  the  Constitution  and  the 
Guerriere,  the  following  will  contribute  to  shew  the 
high  spirit  of  our  gallant  tars.  Inthe  heat  of  the 
action,  one  of.the  crew  of  the  Constitution,  perceiv- 
ing that  the  flag  at  the  fore-top-mast-head  haul  been 
shot  away,  went  up  and  lashed  it  in  such  a manner  sa 
to  make  it  impossible  for  shot  to  take  it  away  with- 
out taking  the  mast  with  it.  We  understand  that  the- 
secretary  of  the  navy  intends  taking  suitable  notice 
of  this  brilliant  act.  JYat.  Intel i 

Extract  from  the  Log-book  of  the  privateer  schooner. 

Shadoitf , of  Philadelphia. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  at  half-past  meridian,  disco* 
vered  a sail,  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  made 
all  necessary  sail  in  chase.  At  half-past  5 v.  >r.  came 
up  with  the  chase  and  perceived  she  was  a British, 
man  of  wav,  in  the  square  sail  and  stay -sail,  and  haul- 
ed bv  the  wind  ; at  tire  same  time  she  tacked  for  us, 
commencing  a brisk  fire.  At  8 p.  it.  lost  sight  qf 
her. 

On  the  4*th  August,  at  half-past  meridian,  saw  a 
sail  to  the  eastward  standing  westward,  made  all  ne- 
cessary sail  in  chase. At  lialf-past  5 p.  m.  carried 

away  the  square-sail  boom — cut  the  wreck  adrift, 
rigged  out  the  lower  steering  sail  boom,  and  set  the 
square-sail — again  coming  up  with  the  chased.  ‘At 
6 r.  >r.  being  within  gun-shot,  she  commenced  a fir- 
ing fr©Hi  kef  stern  guns.  At  7 P.  m.  eanse  up  with 


so 
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her,  and  commenced  an  action — at  half-past  7,  the 
ship  hoisted  a light  in  her  mizzen  rigging,  which 
was  answered  by  a light  from  us,  at  the  same  time 
hailed  her.  She  hailed  from  Liverpool;  when  cap- 
tain Taylor  ordered  him  to  send  his  boat  on  board 
board  with  his  papers,  which  he  in  part  complied 
with,  by  sending  his  boat  with  an  officer  and  two 
men,  whom  we  detained,  and  issued  orders  to  man 
the  boat  with  our  crew,  board  the  ship  and  demand 
her  papers  ; which  orders  were  delivered  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Yorke,  who  received  for  answer,  that  such 
orders  would  not  be  complied  with,  at  the  same  time 
handing  him  a note  addressed  to  captain  Taylor,  pur- 
porting* that  his  ship  was  a British  letter  of  marque, 
called  the  May,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  St.  Lucia, 
commanded  by  captain  Affleck,  mounting  14  guns 
and  50  men,  he  also  stated  that  the  orders  in  council 
had  been  rescinded,  and  a change  of  ministry  taken 
place  in  England  ; which  note  was  handed  captain 
Taylor — when  the  boat  was  again  sent  on  board,  with 
a note  from  captain  Taylor,  demanding  his  papers— 
which  were  refused.  At  half-past  8 o’clock,  a brisk 
fire  commenced  on  both  sides  ; during  which  time, 
William  Craft,  sail-maker,  was  wounded.  At  10  p. 
m.  dropped  a-stern,  with  an  intention  of  lying  by  all 
night  within  gun-shot ; at  intervals  kept  up  a brisk 
fire  weather  squally  and  dark. 

At  day-light,  ranged  up  .under  her  stem  and  com- 
menced a severe  action,  when  we  received  a shot  in 
our  starboard  bow,  which  shattered  the  wooden  ends, 
started  the  plank  shear  and  broke  several  timbers— 
at  half-past  7 a.  m.  another  in  our  larboard  bow, 
struck  the  larboard  after  gun  carriage,  killed  Daniel 
Colemn,  James  Mahaffy,  William  Sharp,  John  North, 
George  Cantler,  Shepherd  Bulsford,  and  wounded 
Timothy  Cale,  Francis  Martin,  William  Pomroy. — 
At  half-past  8 a.  m.  our  commander  received  a ball 
in  his  left  temple,  wrhich  instantly  terminated  his 
existence,  to  the  inexpressible  regret  of  all  hands.— 
About  the  same  time  a shot  struck  under  the  lar- 
board fore  chains  between  wind  and  water,  which 
caused  the  vessel  to  make  much  water,  having  found 
tliree  feet  water  in  the  hold  upon  sounding. 

CCA’The  Shadow  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  been 
refitted  and  is  again  at  sea. 

Extract  from  the  journal  oj \ihe  privateer  brig  Yankee. 

August  1, 1812 — At  meridian  continued  in  chase  of 
a large  English  armed  ship,  distant  about  four  miles 
upon  the*  lee  bow.  At  1,  p.  or.  we  prepared  for  action, 
and  run  down  upon  her  weather  quarter,  upon  which 
the  ship  filled  away  and  also  prepared  for  action.  We 
immediately  fired  our  first  division,  the  ship  return- 
ed a broadside,  and  the  action  became  general.  The 
officers  and  marines  poured  into  the  enemy  a full  vol- 
ley of  the  musquetrv,  and  the  three  divisons  at  the 
same  time  gave  her  a broadside.  We  then  bore  way, 
run  athwart  his  bows,  gave  him  another  broadside* 
which  raked  him  fore  and  aft,  and  discharged  all  the 
small  arms — During  this  time,  however,  the  enemy 
kept  up  a well  directed  fire,  shot  away  some  of  our 
rigging  and  lyounded  two  of  our  seamen.  But  we 

soon  destroyed  the  ship’s  running  rigging  and  sails, 
killed  the' helmsman,  and  kept  up  so  warm  a fire  of 
round,  langrage,  cannister  and  grape  shot,  musket 
balls,  buck-shot  and  pistol  bullets,  that  the  enemy’s 
ship  became  unmanageable  and  she  came  right  down 
bows  upon  us.  We  instantly  sheered  off j gave  her 
a fall  discharge  of  all  our  arms,  both  great  and 
small,  and  prepared  to  board  her  with  hoarding 
pikes,  muskets,  cutlasses  and  pistols,  when  the  ene- 
mv  hauled  down  his  colors.  The  firing  then  ceased, 
and  we  gave  the  enemy  three  cheers.  Sent  lieuten- 
ant Sweet,  with  an  armed  boat’s  crew  on  board  and 
took  possession  of  her.  Sire  proved  to  be  the  Eng- 
lish letter  of  marque  .ship  Royal  Bounty,  capt  Hen- 


ry Gambles,  65 8 tons  burthen,  mounting  10  carrj* 
age  guns,  with  powder,  shot,  muskets  and  pistols* 
navigated  by  25  persons.  She  was  from  Hull,  in 
ballast,  seven  weeks  out,  bound  to  Prince  Edwai  d’s 
Island.  On  boarding  her  we  found  two  men  killed, 
the  captain,  his  two  mates,  boatswain,  cook  and 
two  seamen  dangerously  wounded  ; and  that  we  had 
shot  away  nearly  all  her  standing  and  running  rig- 
ging, stove  her  boats,  damaged  her  masts,  spars  end 
sails,  and  pierced  her  hull  and  bulwarks  with  innu- 
merable shot,  bojh  great  and  small.  Her  mainsail  re- 
ceived 158  shot  of  different  kinds,  her  main-top-sail 
and  all  other  sails  were  so  completely  cut  to  pieces, 
as  to  be  unservicable.  Even  her  colors  were  pene- 
trated with  six  musket  shot. 

We  regret  to  state  that  two  of  our  own  seamen, 
viz — Aaron  Mason,  boatswain's  first  mate,  and  John 
Chace,  quarter-master,  were  badly  wounded  in  the 
neck  and  thigh,  though  not  dangerously.  The  pri- 
soners were  taken  on  board  the  Yankee,  and  the 
wounded  dressed  by  our  surgeon. 

The  above  action  lasted  upwards  of  an  hour  and 
most  part  of  that  time  we  were  within  pistol  shot  of 
the  enemy.  __________ 


American  Prizes. 

(COXTIXTTED  FROM  OCR  LAST,  RAGE  12.) 

137.  Ship  Grenada,  11  guns,  30  men,  seven  hun- 
dred tons  burthen,  laden  with  700  hhds.  of  sugar,, 
with  large  quantities  of  cotton  and  coffee,  from  Point 
Petre  Guadaloupe,  for  London,  sent  into  Charleston* 
by  the  Young  Eagle  of  New- York. 

138.  Schooner  Shadock,  also  armed,  from  Antigua 
for  Liverpool,  laden  with  molasses,  in  company  with 
the  Grenada,  sent  into  ditto  by  ditto.  The  Eagle 
carries  but  one  gun  and  42  men.  She  engaged  the 
Grenada  and  Shadock  at  the  same  time,  and  in  an 
hour  and  a half  captured  them  both.  The  captain 
of  the  Shadock  was  killed  and  two  of  his  men  wound- 
ed ; three  men  were  wounded  on  board  the  ship — 110 
person  hurt  belonging  to  the  privateer. 

139.  Barque  Diana,  with  a valuable  cargo  of  rum, 
sugar,  &c.  worth  100,000  $ sent  into  Savannah,  by" 
the  High  Flyer  of  Baltimore. 

140.  Brig  Roe-buck,  with  a full  cargo  of  rum, 
from  Grenada  for  Jersey,  sent  into  Norfolk,  by  the 
Rosamond  of  New-York.  The  Roe-buck  is  a very 
valuable  vessel.,  formerly  belonging*  to  the  United 
States,  but  peaceably  captured  under  the  orders  in. 
council. 

141.  Ship  GUERRIERE,  capt.  Dacres,  of  49  gulls 
and  302  men,  captured  by  the  United  Suites’  frigate 
Constitution  after  a very  short  action,  in  which  the 
Englishman  was  so  terribly  mauled,  having  also  lost 
his  three  masts,  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  get  him 
into  port.  The  Yankees  burnt  him.  See  official  ac- 
count. 

142.  Brig*  Lady  Warren,  from  St.  Johns,  taken  by 
the  frigate  Constitution  and  burnt. 

143.  Brig  Abona,  from  Nova  Scotiafor  New  Castle,- 
Eng.  taken  by  ditto  and  ditto. 

144.  Barque  Harriet  of  Liverpool,  from  Mara? 
machi,  taken  by  ditto. 

145.  Brig  Duchess  of  Portland,  from  New  Castle 
for  Pictou,  taken  by  tire  squadron  under  commodore 
Rodgers  and  burnt. 

146.  Brig  Traveller,  from  Quebec,  for  New  Castle* 
laden  with  spars,  taken  by  ditto  and  ditto. 

147.  Brig. from  Boco  Coro,  with  10,000$ 

in  specie,  &c.  the  cash  taken  out  and  vessel  ordered 
for  the  first  port,  captured  by  ditto. 

148.  Brig  Henry,  from  Gibraltar,  sent  into  New5 
port,  R.  1.  by  the  Yankee  of  Bristol. 

149.  Ship  Hope  well,  14  guns,  25  men,  from  Suri- 
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itfim  for  London,  burthen  upwards  of  400  tons,  laden 
with  TTOhhds  of  sugar,  54  do.  molasses.  111  bales 
cotton,  260  bag's  and  casks  coffee  and  cocoa,  cap- 
tured by  the  Comet  of  Baltimore,  and  sent  into  that 
port  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  in  which  one 
man  was  killed  and  6 wounded  on  board  the  ship — 
two  of  the  privateer’s  men  were  wounded.  OCj*  The 
Hopewell  sailed  from  Surinam  in  co.  with  five  other 
ships  from  which  she  parted  hut  two  days  before — the 
Comet  went  in  search  of  them,  every  sail  set.  The 
Hopewell  is  worth  150,000$.  Her  late  captain  bears 
the  most  honorable  testimony  of  the  bravery  of  the 
crew  of  the  Comet. 

150.  Brig'  Hazard,  from  New  Castle  for  Newfound- 
land, in  ballast,  burthen  238  tons,  carrying1 * * 4 6 twelve 
pounders,  an  excellent  vessel,  first  captured  by  the 
Dolphin  of  Salem— re-captured  by  the  JEolus  frigate, 
and  sent  into  Boston  by  the  U.  States  ship  Wasp. 

151.  Schooner  Forebe  and  Phoebe,  sent  into  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.  by  the  Squando  of  that  port. 

152.  Brig  'Thetis,  by  the  Yankee  of  Bristol,  burnt.* 

153.  Brig  Alfred,  by  ditto  and  ditto. 

154.  Brig  Antelope , by  the  Dolphin  of  Salem,  sent 
into  do. 

155.  Ship  Kitty , by  the  Ross ie  of  Baltimore,  sent 
into  an  eastern  port. 

156.  Schooner  Spunk , by  the  Fair  Trader  of  Sa- 
lem, sent  into  ditto. 

157.  Schooner  Providence,  by  the  Wiley  Reynard 
of  New -York. 

158.  Ship  Guay  ana,  carrying  8 gams,  burthen  300 
tons,  from  Liverpool  for  New  York,  with  salt,  crates, 
fee.  sent  into  Salem  by  the  Dromo  of  Boston,  This 
is  an  English  ship  and  British  property. 

159.  Barque  Duke  of  Savoy,  8 guns,  sent 

into  Salem  by  the  Decatur  of  Newburyport.  The 
Decatur  having  thrown  over  her  guns  when  chased 
by  the  Constitution,  re -armed  herself  from  the  prize. 

160;  Ship , with  600  hhds.  sugar,  sent  into 

Philadelphia,  by  the  Atlas  of  that  port. 

161-  Ship  Evergreen,  sent  into  Salem,  by  the  Dol- 
phin of  that  port. 

162.  Brig  New  Liverpool,  4 guns,  from  Minorca 
for  Quebec,  with  a full  cargo  of  wine,  sent  into  New 
York,  by  the  Yankee  of  Bristol,  R.  I. 

163.  Ship  Mary- Ann,  from  Jamaica  for  London,  a 
very  valuable  vessel,  carrying  12  guns  and  18  men, 
deepty  laden  with  sugar,  &c.  sent  mto  Charleston  by 
the  High  Flyer  of  Baltimore. 

GC/'We  have  just  learnt  that  an  officer  of  the  U. 
States’  frigate  Essex,  passed  through  this  city  on 
his  way  to  Washington,  who  informs — that  that  fri- 
gate has  arrived  at  New  Castle,  Del.  from  a cruise, 
after  having  captured  a number  of  vessels,  among 
which  is  a British  sloop  of  war  of  20  guns.  We 
have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  above,  though  we 
arc  not  acquainted  with  the  particulars.  The  sloop 
of  war,  we  learn,  is  the  Alert,  said  to  have  had  se- 
veral vessels  under  convoy,  on  board  of  which  were 
50 0 troops — all  were  taken,  and  the  Alert  sent  to 
Newfoundland  as  a cartel  with  prisoners. 


The  Constitution  and  Guerriere. 

The  capture  of  this  Englishman,  all  things  consi- 
dered, is  one  or  the  most  splendid  atchievements  in 
maritime  history.  It  is  an  event  eminently  calculat- 

* The  Thetis,  and  the  live  vessels  that  follow,  are 
among  the  omissions  in  the  general  list- — for -the  cor- 
rection, we  are  indebted  to  a friend,  who,  by  ca-re- 
fu'lv  examining  the  prizes  recorded, will  observe  that  | 
the  other  vessels  named  by  him  are  already  inserted,  j 
We  are  sensible  that  che  list  .s  yet  very  imperfect— 
buthereaitey  expect  it  to  be  tolerably  correct. 


cd  to  astonish  all  Europe,  terror-stricken  by  the 
power  of  the  British  navy,  and  but  little  acquainted 
with  the  true  character  of  the  American  seamen  : yet 
it  is  such  an  event  as  ive  ever  anticipated,  if  the  op- 
portunity was  afforded  jjof  matching  any  of  our  ves- 
sels with  the  best  of  her  class  in  “ his  majesty’s5’ 
fleets.  The  Guerriere  has  long  been  the  pride  of 
Englishmen  in  this  quarter  of  the  world:  She  was 
one  of  the  best  found  and  best  manned  ships  of  the 
pnemy  ; strong  built  and  exceedingly  powerful.  Her 
captain  wanted  much  to  have  a brush  with  commo- 
dore Rodgers,  because  he  resisted  and  punished  the 
impudence  of  the  Little  Belt ; and  he  was  at  length 
gratified  in  his  ardent  desire  of  “ catching  a yankee”* 
— He  told  his  crew,  exultinglv,  that  he  would  allow 
them  but  half  an  hour  to  take  the  American  frigate  ; 
that  he  should  be  quite  offended  with  them  if  they' 
did  not  do  her  business  in  that  time.  JVfirabile  dictuf 
what  a reverse  l — In  twenty  minutes  he  received  an 
invitation  which,  bold  as  he  was,  he  dared  not  refuse, 
to  go  and  see  “ the  natives  of  Boston  !”  Unfortunate 
man  '-—the  three  flags  he  had  set  up  to  shew  his  de- 
termination, with  the  masts  from  which  they  flew, 
went  over  the  side,  while  Hull's  four  “ gridirons 
floated  in  the  air  triumphant. 

It  is  ungenerous  to  exult  over  a fallen  foe,  for  Da- 
ores  fought  bravely  ; but  of  all  the  vessels  belonging 
to  the  “mistress  of  the  sea,”  and  all  the  men  in  “ his 
majesty’s  service,”  this  is  the  very  vessel  and  very' 
man  we  desired  to  have  hold  on  ; as  well  because  she 
was  thought  one  of  the  most  valuable  ships  in  the  na- 
ry, as  on  account  of  the  many  depredations  commit- 
ted by  her  commander  on  the  persons  and  property 
of  our  country,  setting  aside  his  terrible  threatenings 
as  to  what  he  would  do.  Thanks  to  the  valiant  Hull, 
and  his  inestimable  officers  and  crew,  the  much  do 
spised  yankec  courage  has  proved  itself  a good  match 
for  the  tar  famed  skill,  experience  and  gallantry  of 
Britain,  united  ; for  the  Constitution , six  or  seven 
weeks  since,  was  receiving  her  men  in  the  Chesapeake 
bay;  a very  small  portion  of  whom,  indeed,  had 
ever  been  in  an  engagement. 

The  Guerriere  is  the  only  frigate  the  British  have 
lost  for  more  than  30  3-ears,  when  contending  with  an 
equal  or  inferior  force.  She  was  captured  from  the 
French,  in  1806,  by  the  Blanche^  of  38  guns,  and 

* CAFTA1X  1) aches’  CHALLEXfcE. 

JVew- York,  Sept.  7. — The  brig  John  Adams,  capt. 
Fash,  arrived  at  this  port  on  Friday  evening.  She 
was  boarded  by  the  Guerriere  frigate  2 or  3 days  pre- 
vious to  her  meeting  the  Constitution,  and  capt.  Da- 
cres  wrote  the  following  challenge  on  the  register  of 
the  John  Adams  : 

“ C-.pt.  Lucres,  commander  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s frigate  Guerriere,  of  44  guns,  presents  his 
compliments  to  commodore  Rodgers,  of  the  United 
States  frigate  President,  and  will  be  very  happy  to 
meet  him,  or  any  other  American  frigate  of  equal 
force  to  the  President,  off' Sandy  Hook,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  a few  minutes  tete-a-tete . 

f The  flag  of  the  United  States— so  called  in  ridi- 
cule by  British  seamen.  It  may  also  be  recollected, 
that  our  favorite  yankee  doodle  originated  in  the  ene- 
my’s burlesque. 

4 FROM  CAFTAIX  LAVIK,  TO  LORD  KEITH. 

“ Blanche,  Yarmouth,  July  26 ih,  1806. 

“mt  lord.™ I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  of 
mv  return  to  Yarmouth  to  day,  having  in  company 
the  G uerriere  fi  igate,  commanded  by  monsieur  Hi;- 
brut,  of  the  legion  of  honor,  whom  I captured  on 
I he  19th  inst.  in  long.  62, 1 off'  the  Faro  Islands,  after 
ja.  sharp  contest  of  45  minutes. 

“ Le  G i terriers  is  of  the  largest  class  of  frigates 
I mounting  fifty  guns,  with  a complement  of  31  f men. 
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would  have  made  a charming*  addition  to  our  little 
*avy,  had  she  not  been  so  horribly  battered  by  the 
Constitution,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  bring  her 
into  port ; whose  fire  was  more  destructive  than  any 
•tiier  we  have  heard  of. 


Commodore  Rodgers. 

This  gallant  officer  has  been  peculiarly  unfortu- 
nate. In  search  of  glory  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  ocean 
and  scoured  the.  coasts  of  France,  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, without  meeting  with  any  tiling  to  gratify  his  ar- 
dent thirst  for  fame.  Yet  by  the  cruise  lie  has  “done 
the  state  some  service.”  He  has  compelled  all  the 
British  vessels  on  our  coast  to  keep  much  together, 
and  so  greatly  facilitated  the  entry  of  our  vessels, 
now  chiefly  safe  at  home.  When  the  news  of  his 
voyage  reaches  England,  every  spare  squadron  will 
be  sent  out  on  a “ wild  goose  chase ” after  him  ; and 
thus  much  time  will  be  gained  for  our  yet  absent 
merchantmen  ; while  he,  in  the  interim,  will  make 
a dash  at  the  British  men  of  war  on  cur  coastj  and, 
perhaps,  clear  it.  We  only  wish  him  to  meet  them 
gun  for  gun,  and  mail  for  man. 

On  the  whole,  whether  commodore  Rodgers  acted 
under  express  orders  from  the  navy  department,  or  c 
his  own  motion, (and  the  latter  is  generally  supposed), 
he  has  the  honor  of  having*  designed  a most  noble 
enterprise,  as  well  as  of  really  effecting*  a great  good 
to  Ills  country.  No  doubt  his  brave  spirit,  with  the 
gallant  spirits  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  squad- 
ron, ar  e exceeding*  mortified  that  no  splendid  atchieve- 
ment  has  been  accomplished — but  let  them  be  satis- 
fied, for  the  present,  with  having*  deserved  it,  and 
trust  to  future  accident  for  certain  glory. 


f Pe 


United  States’  Revenue. 

W e think  it  highly  probable,  from  the  great  influx 
of  British  goods,  and  the  brilliant  success  of  our 
privateers,  that  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  in 
the  present  year,  to  be  derived  from  duties  on  impost 
and  tonnage,  will  amount  to  at  least  twenty  imil- 
irozps  or  no  pi.  a as,  instead  of  five  millions,  as  esti- 
mated by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury — for  the  Bri- 
tish goods,  be  their  fate  what  it  may,  must  pay  the 
duties  upon  them.  To  recruit  the  treasury,  to  aid 
the  war,  and  make  their  own  fortunes,  the  Baltimore 
cruisers  are  doing  their  full  share  ; and  will,  if  their 
goad  hick  continues,  be  the  means  of  contributing  a 
million  to  the  public  purse.  Besides,  we  are  fitting 
out i several  other  vessels  to  help  them  in  the  good 
work  ; and  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  we  ob- 
serve an  increased  and  constantly  increasing  desire, 
to  liaise  the  revenue , by  bringing  in  as  many  enemy 
ships  as  is  possible. 

The  Chronicle. 

We  have  three  bulletins  of  the  French  grand  army. 
The  'first  is  dated  at  Gunihinnon,  in  Prussian  Lithua- 
nia, June  20 — the  second  at  Wilkowiski,  on  the  22nd, 
and  the  third  at  Kowna,  June  26.  They  detail  no 
event  of  importance. 

Tile  crown  prince  of  Sweden  is  said  to  have  60,000 
troops  under  arms,  with  a reserve  of  25,000  men. — 
The  British  papers  intimate  that  lie  contemplates 
a descent  upon  Denmark  in  concert  with  Russia. — 
But  this  an  old  storv. 


f>ut  they  were  very  soon  sadly  reduced  by  our  des- 
tructive fire,  and  the  ship  has  also  suffered  very  se- 
verely, while  the  damages  of  the  Blanche  were  con- 
fined to  the  topmasts,  rigging  and  sails.-^T/ere  is 
a list  of  killed,  wounded,  &c.  The  Blanche  hud  only 
4-mztndedJ  “THOMAS  LA  VIE.”  ' 


The  Russians  are  retreating  to  the  Dwina— de-> 
stroying  every  tiling  befoie  them  that  cum  be  useful 
to  the  enemy.  The  French  entered  Wilna  on  the  1st 
of  July,  and  found  it  in  a desolate  state,  ft  is  *ui<t 
they  are  suffering  extremely  lor  want  of  prcvmioi  ?, 
and  that  large  quantities  of  their  troops  particulai  lv 
the  Prussians,  were  deserting.  A London  prper  of 
the  28th  July,  says  that  Bonaparte  was  reluming 
from  Russia  for  the  want  of  supplies. 

London,  July  26. — Government  have  deemed  it 
expedient  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  licenses  grant- 
ed to  Americans.  American  ships  were  allowed  to 
export  only  goods  of  BriCsh  manufacture  ; they  are 
now  at  liberty  to  export  such  articles  as  by  law  may 
be  exported.  Ti  e licenses  will,  besides,  protect  the 
return  of  the  said  articles  to  treat  Brit  sun,  should 
the  government  of  the  United  States  refute  them 
admission  into  the  ports  of  America. 

The  last  accounts  from  lord  Wellington,  in  Spain, 
place  him  at  Fuerte  la  Vena,  50  miles  from  Salaman- 
ca, on  the  road  to  Valladolid.  His.,  advanced  guard 
had  frequent  skirmishes  with  the  rear  of  M^rmont’s 
army,  which  was  in  full  retreat. 

Lord  Castiereagii  was  in  parliament  on  the  2rth 
July.  The  report  of  t he  duel  is  therefore  unfounded. 
haps  J>e  was  not  born  to  be  shot. 

The  “Beacon”  a London  paper  of  July  26,  says* 
as  America  commenced  hostile  measures  before  site 
heard  of  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council,  wc 
are  yet  confident  amity  will  be  restored.” 

July  23.  Ministers  informed  the  me:  chants  that 
though  they  had  not  official  information  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  from  Mr.  Foster,  they  believed  it  had  com- 
menced.-— The  merchants  then  requested  stronger 
convoys  for  Canada. 

The  Courier  recommended  an  embargo  on  Ameri- 
can vessels  ; and  says  “ America  has  declared  war 
and  let  her  have  it.  We  hope  a squadron  will 
be  sent  to  scour  the  American  coast and  squad- 
rons to  sweep  her  vessels  from  every  sea  f 

[As  to  our  vessels,  thank  heaven,  - the  greater  part 
are  snug  at  home,  except  those  we  wish  at  sea — and 
Mr.  Courier  shall  find  that  the  British  squadrons  will 
have  enough  to  do  to  protect  their  own  comma  ee 
from  the  enterprise  of  100,000  abler  seamen  than 
their  navy  boasts  of.  The  chief  part  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  during  the  war,  w ill  be 
brought  here  in  British  bottoms  ; and  lords  Liver- 
pool and  Sheffield  ought  to  be  much  obliged  to  us  for 
the , exclusive  privilege  we  intend  to  allow  the  shipping 
of  Great  Britain,  to  furnish  us  with  goods  !] 

Kentucky  election.  Messrs.  Clay,  M'Kee,  Johnson, 
Desha,  Clark,  Montgomery;  Duvall,  Shaip,  Hop- 
kins and  Simpson,  all  republicans,  have  been  elec  ted 
representatives  in  the  13th  congress  of  the  United 
Scutes.  We  have  already  noticed  the  election  of 
brave  old  cob  Shelby  as  governor,  by  a large  majority. 

The  French  army  on  the  holders  of  Russia,  is  said 
to  consist  of  640,000  men. 


Otj=>  In  consequence  of  the  doubts  expressed  by 
some  of  the  ag*ents  of  the  Register,  as  to  the  period 
of  payment,,  it  is  proper  to  say — that  of  the  original 
subscribers,  (that  is,  those  who  have  received  the 
work  from  No.  1,)  residing  in  places  where  there  is 
an  agent,  we  do  not  expecL  payment  for  the  present 
year  until  Jliarch  next ; this,  however,  does  not  fore- 
close the  good  wishes  of  any  who  may  desire  to  pay 
in  advance,  whose  favors  will  be  very  gratefully  re- 
ceived : and  many,  it  is  believed,  are  so  far  disposed 
to  encourage  the  work. 

Those  who  have  not  yet  paid  for  the  fret  year  may' 
satisfy  the  deficit  by  now  forwarding  the  two  yeurft 
together,  as  several  have  done. 

JVfew  subscribers  must  pay  in  advance. 
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From  Canada. 

From  the  Montreal  Gazette  extra , September  3. 

We  are  happy  to  gratify  our  subscribers  with  a few  official  de- 
rails of  the  capture  of  Detroit,  and  general  Hull  by  our  little  army, 
under  major-general  Brock.  The  remaining  details  will  be  given 
in  their  order,  in  the  Gazette  which  will  be  published  as  early  as 
possible  this  week. 

We  have  also  been  favored  by  a friend  with  a letter  dated  at 
Sandwich,  the  16th  August,  giving  an  account  of  the  movements 
and  depredations  of  the  American  army  in  and  about  that  neigh- 
borhood, the  whole  ol  which  will  appear  in  our  next. 

The  American  colors  were  brought  down  here  by  major  Glegg, 
aid-de-camp  to  general  Brock. 

We  hourly  expect  to  see  here  general  Hull,  and  the  prisoners. 

Head-Quarters,  Sandwich , August  15,  1812. 

SIR— The  force  at  my  disposal  authorises  me  to  require  of  you 
the  immediate  surrender  of  tort  Detroit.  It  is  far  from  my  inclina- 
tion to  join  in  a war  of  extermination,  but  you  must  be  aware, 
that  the  numerous  body  of  Indians  Who  have  attached  themselves 
to  my  troops,  will  be  beyond  mv  control  the  moment  the  contest 
commences.  You  will  find  me  disposed  to  enter  into  such  condi- 
tions as  will  satisfy  the  most  scrupulous  sense  of  honor.  Lieut, 
colonel  M‘DoneIl  and  major  Glegg  are  fully  authorised  to  conclude 
any  arrangement  that  may  lead  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  effu- 
sion of  blood. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed;  ISAAC  BROCK,  maj.  gen. 

His  excellency  brigadier-general  Hull , commanding  at  fori  Detroit. 

Head-Quartet Detroit,  August,  15,  1812. 

SIR— I have  received  your  letter  of  this  date.  I have  no  other 
reply  to  make,  than  to  inform  you,  that  I am  prepared  to  meet 
any  force,  which  may  be  at  yotir  disposal,  and  any  consequences 
Which  may  result  from  any  exertion  of  it  you  may  think  proper  to 
make. 

1 avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  td  inform  you  that  the  flag  Of 
truce  under  the  direction  of  captain  Brown,  proceeded  contrary  to 
the  orders,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  col.  Cass,  who  command- 
ed the  troops  which  attacked  your  picket,  near  the  river  Canard 
bridge. 

i likewise  take  this  occasion  to  inform  you  that  Cowie’s  house 
■whs  set  on  fire  contrary  to  my  orders,  and  it  did  hot  take  place 
until  after  the  evacuation  of  the  tort.  From  the  best  infortfttitioi 
i have  been  able  to  obtain  on  the  subjsct;  it  was  set  on  tire  by  some 
of  the  inhabitants  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency’s  most  ob’t  serv’t. 

(Signed)  ' W.  HULL,  brig.  gen. 

Commanding  theN.  W.  Army  of  the  U.  S. 

His  exc  ellency  major-general  Brock , commanding  his  Britannic 

majesty's  forces,  Sandwich,  Upper  Canada . 

[ Capitulation  as  before  published.’] 

An  article  supplemental  to  the  articles  of  capitulation  concluded  at 
Detroit , 16 th  August , 1812. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ohio  militia  and 
volunteers  shall  he  permitted  toproce»d  to  their  respective  homes 
on  tills  condition,  that  they  are  not  to  serve  during  the  present  war. 
unless  they  are  exchanged. 

(Signed)  W.  HULL,  brig.  gen. 

Commanding  N.  W.  Army  U.  S. 

ISAAC  BROCK,  maj.  gen. 

An  article  in  addition  to  the  spuplemental  article  of  the  capitulation,  \ 
concluded  at  Detroit,  16th  August,  1812. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Michigan 
militia  and  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  major  Wethereii, 
-shall  be  placed  on  the  same  principles  as  the  Ohio  volunteers  and 
militia  are  placed  by  the  supplemental  article  of  the  16th  instant. 

(Signed)  W.  HULL,  brig.  gen. 

Commanding  N.  W.  army  U.  S» 

ISAAC  BROCK,  maj.  gen. 


GENERAL  ORDER. 


The  ability  manifested  bv  captain  Dixon  of  the  royal  engineers, 
in  the  choice  and  construction  of  the  batteries,  and  the  high  stat# 
of  the  royal  artillery  under  lieut.  Troughton,  afforded  the  major- 
general  much  gratification,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  those  offi- 
cers. 

The  willing  assistance  given  by  captain  Hall  and  the  marina 
department  during  the  whole  course  of  the  service,  has  been  very 
conspicuous,  and  the  manner  the  batteries  were  serv  ed  this  morn- 
ing, evinced  a degree  of  steadiness  highly  commendable. 

Lieut.  Dewar,  dep.-asst.-qr.-master-general,  afforded  strong  proof* 
of  the  local  knowledge  he  has  acquired  of  the  country,  of  an  un- 
remitting attention  to  his  duty  ; and  the  care  and  regularity  with 
which  the  troops  were  transported  across  the  river,  must  in  a like 
degree  be  ascribed  to  his  zeal  for  the  ser  vice. 

To  lieut.  colonel  St.  George, majors  iailonand  Chambers,  who 
commanded  brigades,  every  degree'  of  praise  is  due  for  their  unre- 
mitring  zeal  and  attention  to  their  respective  commands.  Tin* 
detachment  of  the  royal  Newfoundland  regiment,  under  the  com- 
mando: major  Mockler,  is  deserving  every  praise  for  their  steadi- 
ness in  the  held,  as  well  as  when  em  forked  in  the  king’s  vessels. 

The  major-general  cannot  forego  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  admiration  at  the  conduct  of  the  several  companies  of  militia* 
who  so  handsomely  volunteered  to  undergo  the  fatigues  of  a jour- 
ney of  several  hundred  miles,  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  an  invaded 
district;  and  he  requests  major  Salmon,  captains  Halt,  Hew  ai  d, 
Bostwick  and  Robinson,  will  assure  the  officers  and  men  undo*' 
their  respective  command,  that  their  service*  liave  been  duly  ap- 
preciated, and  will  never  be  forgotten. 

The  major-general  is  happy  to  acknowledge  the  able  assistance 
he  has  derived  from  the  zeal  and  local  information  of  lieut.  colonel 
Nicholl,  acting  quarter-master  geileralto  the  mil-tia. 

To  his  personal  staff  the  major-general  feels  himself  under 
much  obligation  ; and  he  requests  lieut.  colonel  McDonnell  ami 
majors  Glegg  and  Givens,  will  be  assured  that  their  zealous  exer- 
tions have  made  too  deep  an  impression  on  his  mind  ever  to  b e 
forgotten. 

The  conduct  of  the  fndiiins  uiider  colonel  Elliot,  captain  M‘Kp« 
and  the  other  officers  of  that  department,  joined  to  that  of  the:  gal- 
lant and  brave  chiefs  of  their  respective  tribes,  has.  since  the  cone 
imencemeni  of  the  war,  been  marked  with  acts  of  true  heroism* 
and  in  nothing  can  they  testify  more  strongly  their  love  to  the  king* 
their  great  father,  than  in  following  the  dictates  of  honor  an-l 
humanity,  by  which  they  have  been  hitherto  actuated.  Two  for- 
tifications have  already  been  captured  from  the  enemy  without  hi 
drop  of  blood  being  siu-d  by  the  hand  of  the  Indians  ; the  instant! 
the  enemy  submitted,  his  life  became  sacred. 

By  order  of  major-general  Brock, 

J.  B.  GLEGG,  Capt.  A.  D.  C. 

Retiyrn  of  Ordnance  taken  in  the  Fort  and  Batteries  at  Detroit* 
August  16tlq  1812. 

BRASS. 


IRON. 

24  pounders'' . 
12  do. 

9 do. 

6 do. 


Total, 


6 pounders  . 

4 do.  i 

3 do. 

8 inch  howitzer 

5 1-2  do. 


Total, 


RECAPITULATION; 
Iron  pieces  of  Ordnance  . . 

Brass  do.  4 


Grand  total,  ...  33 

(Signed)  FELIX  TROUGH  I ON,  Lieut. 

Commanding  Roy.  Artffaj 

Major-General  Brock;  commanding') 
the  forces  of  Upper  Canada.  y 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

I lead-Quarters , Montreal^  Ans'ust  31. 
it  is  with  real  regret  that  his  excellency  the  governor-general 
and  commander  of  the  forces,  announces  to  the  troops  under  his 
command,  and  to  the  public,  the  failure  of  an  important  arrange- 
ment, lately  entered  into  between  major-general  Dearborn,  coin- 

_ _ mander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  America,  anil 

Major-general  Brock  lias  every'  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  tlu.  'himself,  for  a suspension  of  active  hostilities,  and  which  his  excel" 
conduct  of  the  troops  he  had  the  honor  to  lead  this  morning  against  nency  had  hoped  might  have  ultimately  terminated  in  an  amicable* 
the  enemy.  The  state  of  discipline  which  they  so  eminently  settlement  of  the  differences  subsisting  between  the  twoeountrits* 
displayed,  and  the  determination  they  evinced,  to  undertake  the  Captain  Pinkney,  aid-de-camn  to  general  Dearborn,  arrived  atf 

numerous  in  men  and  artillery,  to  propose  a capit 
oi  which  are  herewith  inserted,  tor  the  information  of  the  troops. 

The  major-general  requests  colonel  Proctor  will  accept  his  best 
thanks  for  tile  assistance  he  derived  from  his  experience  and  intel- 
ligence. 

The  steadiness  and  discipline  of  the  4 1st  regiment,  and  the  rea- 
diness ofthe  militia  to  follow  so  good  an  example,  were  highly  con- 
spicuous. 

Vol.  ITT, 


Head-Quarters,  Detroit  August.  16,  1812.  : 

Brock  has  every'  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 


.ous  enterprise,  decided  the  enemy,  infinitely  move  [9  o’clock  last  night,  being  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  the  com* 
men  and  artillery,  to  propose  a capitulation,  the  terms  maialer  in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  with  the  information  that 

the  president  ofthe  U.  States  ot  America  had  not  thought  prop  r 
to  authorise  a continuance  of  the  provisional  measures  entered  in- 
to by  his  excellency  and  general  Dearborn,  through  the  adjutant, 
general  col.  Baynes,  and  that  consequently  the  armistice  was  to 
cease  in  1 days  from  the  time  of  the  communication  reaching-  Mon* 
treat  and  the  posts  at  Kingston  and  fori  George.  At  the  same  time 
that  his  excellency  «fumot  bin,  lament  so  uulqoked  for  a,d8iasio*t 
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upon  tfiefnen  llv proposition  made  by  him,  through  general  Dear-  yOU  have  nersevered  in  lllC  discharge  of  tie  arduous 
borne  to  the  government  ot  tlmtJ.  Sfat<  s,  he  trusts  it  will  hemat-  , „ ■ * . , , , • „ p.i 


ie  governTui 

ter  oflngh  satisfaction  to  nil  his  i«:yestyh>  subjects  ih  tins  province 
to  know  that  lie  has  usttlaii  tkeinvaiis  iuitis  power  to  prevent  a 
iiirthtr  increase  oi‘  t’m  bveacli  subsisting  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  and  to  ward  oft' from  these  provinces  the  calamities 
ox  war,  with  which  they  are  threatened.  In  the  same  spitit  of  con- 
ciliation which  has  uniformly  influenced  his  majesty’s  ministers  in 
their  late  negtoeiaijons  with.the  government  of  the  U.  States,  his  ex- 
cellency availed  id. ns.  If  of  tlmearlitst  opportunity  of  communica- 
ting to  the  chtpnnujder  in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  the  des- 
patches he  had  received  fro. a Mr.  Foster  at  Halifax  containing  the 
intentions  o;  his  majesty’s  government  respecting  the  repeal  of  the 
orders  in  council ; and  as  his  excellency  could  not  doubt  but  that 
this  conciliatory  measure,  removing  tlie  alleged  principal  ground 
of-ditti  renefc  between  Groat  Britain  and  America,  and  which  had 
been  transmitted  to  tire  government  of  the  U.  States,  through  Mr. 
Baker,  late  secretary  oflcgat  ion  at  Washington,  would  be  met  by  a 
similar  disposition  on  their  part,  he  submitted  to  general  Dear- 


11  ot  the  coun- 
and  his  roval 


duties  imposed  upon  you  by  the  s 
try,  and  tiie  state  of  public  affairs 
big]  mess’s  warm  acknowledgements. 

T iie  assistance  which  you  liave  enabled  his  royal 
highness  to  continue  to  the  brave  and  loyal  nations  of 
the  Peninsula,  is  calculated  toprcduce  the  most  be- 
neficial effects. 

His  royal  highness  most  warmly  participates  in 
those  sentiments  of  approbation  which  you  have  be- 
stowed on  the  consummate  skill  and  intrepidity  dis- 
played in  the  operations  which  led  to  the  capture  of 
the  important  fortresses  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Ba- 
dajoz,  during  the  present  campaign,  and  his  roval 
trurAS  tl.  .t  ll.e  t.-lc-d  laJox- of  tLe 

The  iY  w’y  acquiescence  of  that  officer  in  this  proposal,  except-  i allied  forces  under  the  distinguished  command  of  go- 
ing asl'ur’rs  il  related  to  general  Hull,  r oho  teas  acting  under  the 
immediate,  orders  of  the  executive  government  of  America,  and  the 
orders  bmnecUdely  issued  by  him,  strongly  manifested  his  friendly 
disposition  oh  the  oeCasi''1;,  and  led  to  a reasonable  expectation 


lngni 

neral  die  earl  of  Wellington,  combined  with  the  un- 
abating spirit  and  steady  perseverance  of  the  Spa- 
nish and  Portuguese  nations,  will  finally  bring  the 
that  his  government  would  not  fail  to  approve  of  his  conduct,  and  | contest  in  that  quarter  to  ail  issue,  bv  which  the 
to  confirm  toe  armistice  ho  had  entered  into.  In  tins  expectation  . , , T*-,  f - ,, 

his  excellency  lias  been  disappointed,'  and  the  American  govern-  independence  Or  the  .Peninsula.  Will  be  eflectuailV  SC- 
mentby  refusing  to  continue  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  though,  cured. 

, Tbe  renewal  of  the  war  in  the  north  of  Europe 
stood,  that  other  objects  independent  of  those  held  out  to  thevAme-j  furnishes  an  additional  proof  of  the  little  security 
riean  people  as  the  grounds  of  the  war,  " were  originally  in  their 
contemplation.  That  the  conquest-  of  the-  Canadas,  either  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  their  own  territories,  of  of  gratifying  their 
desire  of  annoying  and  embarrassing  Great  , Britain  was  one  a- 
jnougst  others  of  these  objects,  eaiuiot  be  doubn  d.  The  invasion 
of  the  upper  province  undertaken  so.  immediately  after  the  decla- 
ration-of  war,  shews  in  the  strongest  mainv-r  how  fuilydiev  had 


{drift  ■] 

tioii  which  they  hud  previously  endeavored  to  excite  amongst  its 
inhabitants— Foiled  as  they  have  been  in  this  attempt  by  the  brave 
and  united  efforts  of  the  r<  gulaf  forces,  militia  anil  Indians  of. that 
province,  under  tlie  command  of  their  distinguished  leader,  their 
whole  army  with  its  general  captured,  and  their  only  remaining 
fortress  and  post  in  the  adjoining  territory  wrested  from  them, -it 
is  not  to  he  doubted  butthat  the  Am^ricangovcrnim  nt  will  keen- 
ly feel  this  disappointment  of  their  hopes,  and  consequently  en- 
deavor to  avail  themselves  of  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  to  term  it 
an  invasion  of  their  country,  and  to  make  it.  a ground  for  calling 
upon  the  militia  to  march  to  the  frontiers  for  the  conquest  of  the 
Canadas.  A pretext  so  weak  and  unfounded,  thomrh  it  may  de- 
ceive some,  will  not  fail  to  be  received  in  its  proper  light  by  others- 
and  it  will  be  immediately  perceived  by  those  who  will  give  them 
selves  the  trouble  to  reflect  upon  the  subject,  that  the  pursuit  of 
■“  ' rmyinto  their  own  territory,  is  but  a natm- 

quence  ct  tne  first  invasion,  and  the  capture  of  the  place  to.  which 
they  may  retire  for  safety,  a measure  indispensably  necessary  for 
the  security  and  protection  of  thd  country  original  v attacked. 
'Vender  all  these  circumstances  so  Strongly  indicative  of  the 
moderation,  forbearance  and  true  spirit  of  conciliation  manifested 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty’s  government  towards  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  of  their  determined  hostility  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  trusts  that  the 
troops,  regulars  and  militia,  under  his  command,  as  well  as  all 
bis  majesty’s  other  subjects  in  this  part  of  his  'dominions,  animated 
with  sentiments  ofjust  indignation  at  the  extraordinary  pretensi- 
ons of  the  enemy  and  their  unwarrantable  views  of  conquest  upon 
the  Canadas,  will  be  prepared  to  repel  with  firmness,  and  with  that 
invincible,  spirit  and  true  British  courage  winch  has  so  gloriously 
manifested  itself  iri  Upper  Canada  in  the  tothl -.defeat  and  capture 
of  the  invading  foe,  any  further  attempt  the  enemy  may  have  the 
temerity  to  make  ; and  his  excellency  looks  with  confidence,  un- 
der the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  to  the  confirmed  disci- 
pline of  his  majesty’s  troops,  and  to  the  zeal,  loyalty  and  courage 
of  all  descriptions  of  persons  in  these  provinces,  as  a certain  pledge 
of  the  same  glorious  result.  EDWARD  BAYNES,  ° 

Adjutant  General . 


which  can  - be  derived  from  any  submission  to  the 
usurpations  and  tyranny  of  the  French  government. 
His  rovtd  highness  is  persuaded,  that  you  will  be  sen- 
sible of  the  great  importance  of  the  struggle  in  which 
the  emperor  of  Russia  has  been  compelled  to  engage; 
and  that  you  will  approve  of  his  royal  highness  af- 
fording to  those  powers  who  may  be  united  in  this 
contest,  every  degree  of  co-operation  and  assistance, 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  his  majesty’s  domi- 
nions. 

Hisrcyr.!  highness  has  commanded  us  to  assure 
you,  that  he  views  with  most  sincere  regret  the  hos- 
tile 'measures  which  have  been  recently  adopted  by 
the  government  of  tlie  United  States  of  America  to- 
wards this  country.  His  royal  highness  is  neverthe- 
less willing  to  hope  that  the  accustomed  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  between  the  .two.  countries  may  yet 
be  restored;  but  if  his  expectations-  in  this  respect 


an  invading  army  into  their  own  territory, is  but  a natural  co  use-  (should  be  disappointed  by  tlie  conduct  of  the  govern - 
quenee  of  the  first  invasion,  and  the  capt  ure  ot  the  place  to.  which  ment  of  the  United  States,  or  by  their  perseverance 

in  any  unwarrantable  pretensions,  he  will  most  fully 
rely  on  tire  support  of  every  class  of  his  majesty’s 
subjects,  in  a contest  in  which  tlie  honor  of  his  majes-' 
ty’s  crown  and  the  best  interests  of  his  dominions 
must  be  involved. 

Gentlemen  of' the  House  of  Commons, 

We  hare  .it  in  command  from  his  royal  highness, 
to  thank  you  for  tlie  liberal  provision  which  you  have 
made  for  the  services  of  the  year.  His  royal  high- 
ness deeply  regrets  the  burthens,  which  you  have 
found  it  necessary  to  impose  upon  his  majesty’s  peo- 
ple ; buthe  applauds  tlie  wisdom  which  has  induced 
you  so  largely  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service,  as  affording  the  best  prospect  of 
bringing  the  contest  in  which  the  country  is-engtiged 
to  a successful  and  honorable  conclusion. 

■fitly  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

His  royal  highness  has  observed,  with  the  utmost 
concern  the  spirit  of  insubordination  and  outrage 
which  has  appeared  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
and  which  lias  been  manifested  by  acts  not  only  de- 
structive ox  the  property  and  personal  safety  o\  mo- 
rn of  his  majesty’s  most  loyal  subjects  in  those 
.districts,  but  disgraceful  to  the  British  character.— - 
His  roval  highness  feels  it  incumbent  on  him  to  .ac- 
knowledge your  diligence  in  the  investigation  of  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  these  outrages,  and  he  lias 
commanded  us  to  thank  you  for  the  wise  and  saluta- 
ry measures  which  you  have  adopted  on  this  occasion. 
It  wil!  be  a principal  object  of  his  R.  H’s  attention 
to  make  an  effectual  and  prudent  use  of  the  powers 


British  Parliament. 

Speech  of  the Liords  Commissioners  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  oil  Thursday,  July  30,1 812. 

MX  LORDS  AX 0 GEKTX.XTJEX', 

In  terminating  the  present  session  of  parlia- 
ment, his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  has  com- 
mandedus  to  express  to  you  the  deep  concern  and 
sorrow  which  he  feels  at  the  continuance  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s lamented  indisposition. 

His  royal  highness  regrets  the  interruptions  which 
have  occurred  in  the  .progress  of  public  business,  dur- 
ing this  long  and  laborious  session,  in  consequence 
of  an  event  which  his  royal  highness  must  ever  de- 
plore. The  Zealand  unwearied' assiduity  with  which 
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IN  COUNCIL, 


vested  in  him  for  the  protection  of  his  Majesty’s  or  other  officer  of  the  customs  of  the  port  at  whiff 
people  ; and  he  confidently  trusts,  that  on  your  re- 1 such  vessel  shall  be. 
turn  into  your  respective  counties,  he  may  rely  on 


your  exertions  tor  the  preservation  of  the  public 
peace,  and  for  bringing1  the  disturbers  of  it  to  j us- 
tice.  His  royal  highness  most  earnestly  recommends 
to  you  the  importance  of  inculcating,  by  every 
means  in  your  power,  a Spirit  of  obedience  to  those 
laws,  and* of  attachment  to  that  constitution,  which 
provide  equally  for  the  happiness  and  well  fare  of 
all  classes  of  liis  majesty’s  subjects,  and  on  which 
have  hitherto  depended  the  glory  and  prosperty  of 


Orders  in  Council, 


Given  under  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  o fiktf 
of  admiralty,  31st  of  July  1812. 

(Signed)  MELVILLE* 

Win.  DOL  ETT, 
GEO.  J.  HOPE, 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern, 

By  command  of  their  lordships, 

J.  W.  Crooxkr. 

An  order  in  council  of  the  17th  July,  continues,  the 
order  in  council  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  “ gun* 
powder.  Saltpetre*  or  any  kind  of  arms  or  ammuni* 
tion.” 

Another  order  in  council,  same  date,  continues,  a 
former  order  permitting;  the  importation  of  hides* 
horns,  tallow,  wool  (except  cotton  wool)  in  foreign 
vessels  from  ports  from  which  the  British  Hag’  is  ex*4 
chided. 

The  order  in  council  is  continued,  which  prohibit? 
the  exportation  of  iron,  naval  stores,  &c. 


Jit  the  court  at  Carlton  House,  31  st  July,  1812  ; pre* 
sent , his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent , in 
Council : 

It  is  this  day  ordered,  by  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  ma- 
jesty, and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  majesty’s 
privy  council,  that  no  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to 

his  majesty’s  subjects  be  permitted  to  enter  and  rnoM  tiie  londox  statesman, 

clear  out  for  any  of  the  ports  within  the  territories  of  j iPuKUhedsinne  weeks  maei-iortot/ie  receipt  of  our  declaration  cfivtuX 
the  United  States  of  Am  rica,  until  further  order  : I It  Was  the  understanding  of  every  man  in  the 
apd;his  royal  lngnness  is  >.  jjther  pleased,  m the  name  that  Mr.  Brougham  consented  to  cast  a veil 

and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majestj , and  by  and  with  j oVer  standing  of  ministers,  on  Tuesday 


Orders  in  Council— -Remarks, 


come  into  any  of  the  ports,  harbors,  or 
in  any  part  of  his  majesty’s  dominions 
all  persons  and  effects  on  board  of  all  such  ships  and 
vessels  ; and  that  the  commander  of  his  majesty’s 
ships  of  war  and  privateers  do  detain  and  bring  into 
port  all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  said  United  States,  exeept  such  as  may  be  fur- 
nished with  British  licences,  which  ’vessels  are  allow- 
ed to  proceed  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  said 
licences  ; that  the  utmost  care  be  taken  for  the  pre- 
servation of  all  and  every  part  of  the  cargoes  on 
board,  any  of  the  said  ships  or  vessels,  so  that  no  da- 
mage or  embezzlement  whatever  be  sustained,  and 
the  commanders  of  his  majesty’s  ships  of  war  and 
privateers  are  hereby  instructed  to  detain  and  bring 
into  port  every  such  ship  and  vessel  accordingly,  ex- 
cept such  as  are  above  excepted  ; and  the  right  ho- 
norable the  lords  commissioners  of  his  majesty’s 
treasury,  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
and  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque  ports,  are  to  give  the 
necessary  directions  herein  as  to  them  may  respec- 
tively appertain.  CHET  W V NX). 

Bv  the  commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of 

lord  high  admiral  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 

Whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  forty  third  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  united  kingdom  during 
the  present  hostilites  with  France  ; a power  is  vest- 
ed in  us  to  grant  licences  to  vessels  to  sail  without 
convoy,  and  we  have,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act 
granted  sundry  licences  accordingly  ; and  whereas 


, | nunc  ui  jiuru  umi  11  jji  uciuHuuiuJi 

snail  hereafter  jke  immediately  issued  declaratory  of  the  total  a hr • 
yv  roads,  with- \gatfon  Gf  this  ruinous  system*— a system- that,  to  tli 
, together  witn ; end  Gf  Lime  will  mark  the  ignorance,  weakness  an 


the? 

ignorance,  wei.Kness  and 
folly  of  the  councils  of  the  nation,  which  for  so  long 
a period,  could  permit  the  existence  of  measures  in 
every  respect  so  vitally  injurious  to  the  best  interests 
of  this  country — a system  that  has  enabled  the  enemy 
to  effect  his  great  object  of  turning  the  attention  of 
the  people  of  the  continent  from  maritime  to  inter- 
nal commerce, where  it  is  unassailable  by  our  nary—* 
a system  which  lias  enabled  Bonaparte  to  break  those? 
people  of  their  old  and  almost  riveted  habits— to 
the  colonial  produce  and  our  manufactures;  w hich  has 
caused  them  to  use  substitutes  for  the  first,  and  to> 
set  them  to  spinningand  weaving  the  latter*— objects 
which  not  ten  thousand  of  Napoleon’s  vapid  decree# 
could,  in  one  hundred  years  have  accomplished,  inn 
/tided  by  our  most  pernicious  orders  in  council— -J- 
system  which  has  in  a material  degree  turned  ths 
American  States  from  an  agricultural  to  a manufac- 
turing nation,  and  lost  us,  perhaps  fore  very  a vent  to 
that  country  for  our  manufacturers  to  the  amount  of 
at  least  twelve  millions  per  annum,  and  which  was 
naturally  increasing  in  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of 
their  population  and 'wealth—  a system which  has 
thrown  our  manufactures  into  total  stagnation,  and 
is  Causing  the  starvation  by  inches,  of  thousand# 
and  and  thousands  of  our  ingen *v  us  and  dexterod# 

artizans. No  WOndel',  indeed,  that  the  authors 

and  supporters. of  this  impolitic  system  now  sb.JU 
off,  and  hang  down  their  heads  With  mortified 
tionand  shame.— *No  v/onder  that  the  father  of  thitf 
pernicious  system,  Mr.  Stephen,  should  have  decli- 
ned being  present  in  the.  house  of  commons  to  wit- 
ness the  condemnation  of  a measure,  and  that,  too# 


we  see  fit  to  revoke  certain  of  those  licences,  as!  without  a dingle  argtahent  being'  adduced  itt  its  de* 
hereinafter  specified:  We  do  hereby  revoke  and 


declare  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect,  all  licences 
granted  by  us  to  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  without 
convoy  to  any  port  or  place  of  North  America,  New- 
foundland, th*  West  Indies,  or  the  Gulph  of  Mexico, 
which  ship  or  vessel  snail  not  have  cleared  out  be- 
fore this  revocation  shall  be  known  to  the  collector 


fence,  which,  we  will  venture  to  assert,  has  prod’, 
ced  more  national  ami  individual  ditress,  than  it  • v hs 
possible  for  the  enemy  to  have  indicted  on  its  m H)0 
years,  even  with  such  ministers  as-  we  have  at  tb# 
head  of  our  government*  The  condemnation  of  t he 
orders  in  council  by  parliament,  is  most  emphath&ftjf 
the  d«#mneiaUci5  of  their  and 
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the  time  lifts:  been  and  may  arrive  again,  when  such 
5nen  would  not  only  have  been  instantly  discarded  from 
all  offices  of  trust,  but  would  have  been  made  sub- 
atantiallv  responsible  for  mal-admiriistration.  Those 
orders  in  council  have  been  pronounced  and  protest- 
ed against  by  lord  Kvskine,  and  several  other  noble 
lords  as  unconstitutional ; and  we  appeal  to  the  so- 
ber, common  sense  of  the  nation,  whether  it  is  fitting 
that  men  whose  policy  lias  not  only  been  ruinous,  but 
unconstitutional,  and  which  they,  after  the  injury  has 
been  done  to  the  nation,  have  ungraciously  abandon- 
ed themselves — we  ask  honest  men  of  all  parties, 
whether  it  is  fitting  or  decent,  that  such  men  should 
be  again  entrusted  with  the  important  destinies  of  this 
;empu:e  ? Are  we,  after  what  we  know  of  them, 
again  to  put  in  their  hands  the  national  purse,  and 
permit  men  who  have  failed  in  dll  their  wil'd  and 
weak  experiments,  to  try  others  on  us,  which  will 
beroiid  all  doubt,  prove  equally  ruinous  ? 

The  necessity  of  the  abrogation  of  the  orders  in 
council  lias  been  acknowledged  by  all.  The  proxi- 
mate object  at  least  is,  by  effecting  a reconciliation 
with  the  American'  state’s,  to  obtain  a vent  for  our 
accumulated,  and  at  present,  useless  stock  of  manu- 
factures, and  thereby -afford  employment  and  bread 
for  our  idle  and  famishing  workmen,  who  have  been 
driven  by  hunger  to  the  most  daring  acts  of  despe- 
ration,1 and  for  which  many  misguided,  but  once  in- 
dustrious beings  are  now  suffering  the  infliction  of 
the,  -bayonet  and  the  halter.  What  higher  or  more 
commendable  objects  under  heaven  can  any  that  may 
truly  be  called  statesmen  have  than  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  w ith  a nation  with  Which  it  is  so  decide 
cdly  our  interest  to  be  on  terms  of  friendship,  and 
likewise  the  alleviation  of  the  distresses  of  .our  own 
people  ? The  annunciation  of  the  understanding  with; 
‘ministers  in  parliament-,  that  the  orders  in  conned 
\vould  be  unequivocally  repealed,  was  received  in  the 
manufacturing  districts,  and  indeed  all  over  the 
country,  with  feelings  of  more  real  joy  than  arty, 
vent  that  has  occurred  for  years.  One  correspon- 
dent writes,  that  the  moment  the  intelligence  which 
was  received  by  express  on  Thursday  morning, reach- 
ed the  Staffordshire  potteries,  it  “ diffused  the  most 
lively  joy  throughout  that  populous  district,  Which 
hails  the  grand  desideratum  o f a renewed  trade  With 
America,  as  being  the  dawn  of  a fresh  era  of  prospe- 
rity to  tliese  manufactures.”  From  Liverpool  we 
learn,  that  such  was  “ the  promptitude  of  men  in  bu- 
siness on  Friday  last,  that  a great  many  American 
snips  have  been  placarded  this  morning  in  the  ex- 
change, in  expectation  of  beneficial  freights-,  from 
the  confidence  with  which  tire  merchants  will  look 
for  the  abrogation  of  the  restriction  law  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic.”  At  Leeds,  on  Saturday,  « the 
beneficial  effects  of  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil are  already  apparent  in  the  impulse  given  to  the 
woolen  trade.  Bales  of  cloth,  which  have  been  stor- 
ed in  the  warehouses  of  the  American  merchants  for 
months,  in  some  instances  we  may  say  for  years,  are 
now  in  transmit  to  the  place  of  their  destination  ; 
find  we.  are  peculiarly  happy  to  state,  that  there  were 
more  purchasers  in  the  Leeds  cloth -halls  this  morn- 
ing, than  there  has  been  on  any  market  day  sfnee  the 
enactment  of  the  celebrated  orders  in  council.”  From 
a gentleman  who  arrived  in  town  this  morning’,  we 
arc  informed,  tliat  immediately  after  the  news  reach- 
ed Manchester  and  Yorkshire,  manufactured  goods 
•of  all  descriptions  rose  at  least  20  per  cent,  and  ma- 
ny of  those  who  were  out  of  employment  were  set  to 
work.  As  soon  as  the  accounts  were  received. at  Bir- 
mingham and  its  neighborhood,  the  reviving  sound 
of  the  hammer,  the  anvil  and  the  loom  were  again 
heard.  The  baker,  seeing  Abe  prospect  of  getting 
Cag  arrears  due  by  the  manufacturer*  paid  up,  fur- 


nished them  with  more  bread. — Thousands  cf  almmff 
famished  men,  women  and  children,  who  for  want  of 
a sufficiency  of  food  to  nourish  them,  v.  cre  reduced 
to  skeletons- — creeping  into  puberty  in  forms  more 
like  the  puny  inhabitants  of  Ilindostun  than  like  those 
of  Englishmen,  were  Once  more  cheered  and  reani- 
mated with  enough  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature. 

Such  a glad  day  had  not  for  a long  time  past  been 
seen  in  this  country.  Even  the  battles  and  slaughters 
of  our  enemies  at  the  Nile,  at  Trafalgar,  and  the 
seizure  of  the  feet  of  cur  ally  at  Copenhagen  did 
not  excite  such  pleasurable  sensations.  But  what 
must  Ire  the  contrast  when  the  news  reaches  the 
counfry  that  ministers  hare  deluded  Mr.  Brougham, 
and  tlios'e  who  gave  their  support  to  his  motion  ; and 
that  the  orders  in  council  '-will  net  be  repealed,  except 
oil  conditions  which,  it  is  perfectly  known,  the  'Ameri- 
can government,  will  not  accept  of,  who  will  therefore 
neither  take  our  goods,  nor  give  us  their  flour  ? "We 
may  go  to  war  with  America  to  be  sure ; we  may 
capture  a few  of  her  ships,  and  batter  down  seme  of 
her  towns : but  this  will  only  stimulate  her  anger, 
and  as  she  possesses  all  the  materials  for  manufac- 
tures of  every  kind,  she  may  form  the  resolution  of 
laying  enormous  duties  on  our,  goods  which,  even  in 
time  of  peace,  Will  exclude  our  products  forever. — 
Such  then  is  the  precipice  on  which  this  nation 
stands— svich  is  the  condition  to  which  it  has  been 
reduced  by  the  wretched  .policy  of  our  rulers. — Yfe 
must  conciliate  America  or  our  poor  manufactures 
must  f qritinue  td  be  paupers  as  long  as  charity  can  be 
extended  to  them  : and  then  they  will  be  left  to  rob 
and  murder,  for  which  they  will  undoubtedly  be 
hanged  or  shot. 


France  and  England. 

A copy  of  a letter  addressed  by  the  French  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  to  lord  Castiereagh,  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs  to  his  ‘Britannic  majesty  : 
SIR-, 

His -majesty,  constantly  actuated  by  sentiments 
friendly  to  moderation  and  peace,  is  pleased  again 
to  make  a solemn  and  sincere  attempt  to  put  an  end 
to  the  miseries  of  war.  Tire  awful  circumstance* 
in  which  the  world  is  at  present  place d,  have  induc- 
ed a resolution  in  the  mind  of  his  majesty,  the  result 
of  which  has  been,  to  authorise  me  to  explain  to  you, 
sir,  his  views  and  intentions.  Many  changes  have 
taken  place  in  Europe  for  the  last  ten  years,  which 
have  been  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  war  be* 
tween  France  and  England  and  many  more  change* 
will  be  effected  by  the  same  cause.  Tire  particular 
character  which  the  war  has  assumed,  may  add  to 
the  extent  and  duration  of  these  results.  Exclusive 
and  arbitrary  principles  cannot  be  combatted  but  by 
an  opposition  without  measure  or  end  ; and  the  sys- 
tem of  preservation  and  resistance  should  have  the 
same  character  of  universality,  perseverance  and  vi- 
gor. The  peace  cf  Amiens,  if  it  had  been  observed, 
would  have  prevented  much  confusion-. 

I heartily  wish  that  the  experience  of  the 
past  may  not  be  lost  for  the  future. His  ma- 

jesty has  often  stopped  when  the  most  certain  tu- 
mults lay  before  him,  and  turned  round  to  invoke 
peace.  In  1805,  secure  as  he  was  by  the  advantage 
of  his  situation  and  spite  of  his  confidence  which  he 
might  reasonably  see  in  anticipation  which  fortune 
was  about  to  realize,  he  made  proposals  to  his  Bri- 
tannic, majesty,  which  were  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  Russia  should  be  consulted. 

In  1808,  new  proposals  were  made,  in  conceit  with 
Russia.  England  alleged  the  necessity  of  an  in- 
tervention, which  could  be  no  more  than  the  result 
of  the  negotiation  itself.  In  1810,  his  majesty  hav- 
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ing  clearly  discerned,  that  the  British  orders  in  coun- 
cil of  18 0*7  rendered  the  conduct  of  the  war  incom- 
patible- with  the  independence  of  Holland,  caused  im 
direct  overtures  to  be  made  towards  procuring  the 
return  of  peace.  They  were  fruitless,  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  new  provinces  were  united  to  the 
empire. 

In  the  present  time  are  to  be  found  united  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  various  periods  at  which  his 
majesty  manifested  the  pacific  sentiments  which  he 
now  orders  me  again  to  declare  lie  is  now  actuated 
by. 

The  calamities  under  which  Spain  and  the  vast  re- 
gions of  Spanish  America  stiller,  should  naturally 
excite  the  interest  of  all  nations,  and  inspire  them 
with  an  equal  anxiety  for  their  termination. 

1 wdl  express  myself,  sir,  in  a manner  which  your 
excellency  will  find  Conformable  to  the  sincerity  of 
the  step  which  lam  authorised  to  take  ; and  nothing 
will  better  evince  the  sincerity  and  sublimity  of  it 
than  the  precise  terms  of  the  language  which  I have 

been  directed  to  use. -What  views  and  motives 

should  induce  me  to  envelope  myself  in  formalities 
suitable  to  weakness,  which  alone  can  find  its  inte- 
rest in  deceit  ? 

The  affairs  of  the  Peninsula,  and  the  two  Sicilies, 
are  the  points,  of  difference  which  appear  least  to 
admit  of  being  adjusted.  1 am  authorised  to  pro- 
pose to  you  an  arrangement  of  them  on  the  follow- 
ing basis. 

'File  integrity  of  Spain  shall  be  guaranteed.  France 
shall  renounce  all  idea  of  extending  her  dominions 
beyond  the  Pyrenees.  The  present  dynasty  shall  be 
declared  independent,  and  Spain  shall  be  governed 
by  a National  Constitution  of  her  Cortes. 

Tiie  independency  and  integrity  of  Portugal  shall 
be  also  guaranteed,  and  the  house  of  iiraganza  shall 
have  the  sovereign  authority. 

# The  kingdom  of  Naples  shall  remam  in  posses- 
sion of  its  present  monarch.  And  the  kingdom  of 


Such  are,  sir,  the  grounds  of  conciliation  offered 
by  his  majesty  to  his  royal  highness  the  prince  lle- 
gent.  His  majesty  the  emperor  and  king,  in  taking 
this  step,  does  not  look  either  to  the  advantage  or 


losses  which  this  empire  may  derive  from  the  war,  if  war,  and  that  its  most  anxious  desire,  whether 


it  should  be  prolonged  ; he  is  influenced  simply  by 
the  considerations  of  the  interests  of  humanity,  and 
the  peace  of  his  people.  And  if  this  fourth  attempt 
should  not  be  attended  with  success,  like  those 
which  have  preceded  it,  France  will  at  least  have 
the  consolation  of  thinking  that  whatever  blood  may 
yet  now,  will  be  justly  imputable  to  England  alone.* 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  ' The  Duke  or  EASSANO.. 

Copy  of  the  answer  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  secretary 
or  State  for  foreign  abiiirs  to  his  Britannic  majesty, 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  of  the  17  ill  of 
April,  1812. 

Loxnov — r OJice  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
April  23,  1812. 

SIR— Your  excellency’s  letter  of  the  17th  of  this 
month  has  been  received,  and  laid  before  the  prince 
Regent. 


transmitted,  to  ascertain  the  precise  meaning  at- 
tached  by  the  government  of  France,  to  the  follow- 
ing passage  of  your  excellency’s  letter:  “ the  ac- 
tual dynasty  shall  be  declared  independent,  and 
Spain  governed  by  the  National  Constitution  of  the 
Cortes.” 

If,  as  his  royal  highness  fears,  the  meaning  of  this 
proposition  is,  that  the  royal  authority  of  Spain,  and 
the  government  established  by  the  cortes,  shall  be 
recognized  as  residing  in  the  brotlier  or  the  herd  of' 
the  French  government,  and  the  cortes  formed  under 
his  authority,  and  not  in  the  legitimate  sovereign 
Ferdinand  the  Vlllh,  and  his  heirs,  and  die  extraor- 
dinary assembly  of  the  cortes,  now  invested  with  the 
power  of  the  government  in  that  kingdom  in  bis 
name,  and  by  his  authority — I am  commanded  frni  li- 
ly and  explicitly  to  declare  to  your  excellency,  that 
the  obligations  of  good  faith  do  not  permit  his  roy  id- 
highness  to  receive  a proposition  for  peace  founded 
on  such  a basis. 

But  if  tne  expressions  cited  above,  apply  to  U e 
actual  government  of  Spain,  which  exercises  the  so- 
vereign authority  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  Yllih, 
Upon  an  assurance  of  your  excellency  to  that  effect,' 
the  prince  regent  will  feel  himself  disposed  to  enter 
into  a full  explanation  upon  the  basis  which  has  bee n 
transmitted,  in  order  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
by  his  royal  highness  ; and  it  being  his  most  earnest 
wish  to  contribute,  in  concert  with  his  allies,  to  ti  e 
repose  of  Europe,  and  to  bring  about  a peace  which 
may  be  at  once  honorable,  not  only  for  Great  Britain 
and  France,  but  also  for  those  states  which  arc  in  re- 
lation of  amity  with  each  of  these  powers. 

Having  made  known  without  reserve  the  senti- 
ments of  the  prince  reg’ent,  with  respect  to  a point 
on  which  it  is  necessary  to  have  a full  understanding 
previous  to  any  ulterior  discussion,  I shall  adhere  to 
the  instructions  of  his  royal  highness,  by  avoiding 
all  superfluous  comment  and  recrimination  on  the  ac- 
cusatory subjects  of  your  letter.  I might  advantage - 


Sicily  shall  be  guaranteed  to  the  present  family  of  ously,  for  the  justification  of  the  conduct  observed 

Sicily. As  a consequence  of  these  stipulations, 

Spain,  Portugal  and  Sicily  shall  be  evacuated  by  the 
French  and  English  land  and  naval  forces.  With 
respect  to  the  other  objects  of  discussion,  they  may 
be  negociatcd  upon  this  basis,  that  each  power  shall 
retain  that which  the  other  qouid  not  deprive  ii 
bv  war. 


by  Great  Britain  at  the  different  periods  alluded  to 
by  your  excellency,  refer  to  the  correspondence 
which  then  took  place,  and  to  the  judgment  which 
the  world  has  long  since  formed  of  it. 

As  to  the  particular  character  the  war  has  unliappi-. 
ly  assumed,  and  the  arbitrary  principle  which  your 
excellency  conceives  to  have  marked  its  progress, 
denying  as  I do,  that  these  evils  are  attributable  to 
the  British  government^  I at  the  same  time  can  as- 
sure your  excellency,  that  it  sincerely  deplores  their 
existence,  as  uselessly  aggravating  the  calamities  cF 


lit 

peace  or  at  war  with  France,  is.  to  have  the  relations.' 
of  the  two  countries  restored  to  the  liberal  principles, 
acted  upon  in  former  times. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  assuring  your  excellen- 
cy of  rav  respect- 

(Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

[To  this  letter,  it  is  stated,  no  reply  was  received.}. 


0f  m 


OF  PICT  A L A CCOUN  TS. 


MILITARY. 

Letter  of  Col.  CVm,  of  the  army  late  under the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier- General,  li  m.  Hull,  to  the  > Score-* 
tar  if  of  'war. 

Washixgtqx,  Sept.  IGih,  1812. 
Sni, — Having  been  ordered  on  to  this  place  bv  col. 


His  royal  highness  felt  that  he  owed  it  to  his  hon- 1 M* Arthur,  for  the  purpose  of  communicaLrg  to  the 
or,  before  he  could  authorise  me  to  enter  into  expia- j government  such  particulars  respecting  the  expedi- 
m\tiAU  upon  the  overture  which  your  excellency  has  | tion  lately  co^wnan^d  by  bri^adier-^*cri!AUU4.|w4. 
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Its  disastrous  result,  as  might,  enable  them  correctly 
in  appreciate  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men, 
gryd  to  deveiope  the  causes  which,  produced  so  foul 
a stain  upon  the  national  character,  I iiave  the  honor 
fb  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  state- 
ment : 

Vv'hcn  the  forces  landed  in  Canada,  they  landed 
$riih  an  ardent  zeal  and  stimulated  with  the  hope  of 
(sonquest,  No  enemy  appeared  within  view  of  us, 
.And  had  an  immediate  and  vigorous  attack  been' 
mjide  upon  Maiden,,  it  would  doubtless  have  fallen 
a?)  easy  victory.  I knew  general  Hull  afterwards 
dk'chircd  be  regretted  this  attack  had  not  been  made, 
end  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  success  would 
have  cro' \viied  his  efforts.  The  reason  given  for  de- 
fovpg  our  operations  was  to  mount  our  heavy  cau- 
tion, urn  d to  afford  to  the  Canadian  militia  time  and 
opportunity  to  quit  an  obnoxious  service.  In  the 
ppwrse  o?  two  weeks  the  number  of  tlieir  militia 
v.  ho  were  embodied  had  decreaseciby  desertion  from 
f ix  hundred  to  dnuiumdred  men ; and,  in  the  course 
of  three  weeks,,  the  cannon  were  mounted,  thp  airi- 
n'uni  cion  fixed,,  and  • every  preparation  made  for  an 

mediate  investment  of  the  fort,  At  a council,  at 
which  were  present  all  the. held  officers,  and  which 
was  held  two  days  before  our  preparations  were  com- 
pleted, it  was.  unanimously  agreed  to  make  an  imme- 
diate attempt  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  expe- 
di  don.  If  by  Waiting’  two  days  we  could  have  the  ser- 
vice of  qur  heavy  artillery,  it  was  .agreed  to  Wait; 
•if  not,  it  was  determined  to  go  without  it  and  at- 
tempt the  place  by  storm.  This  opinion  appeared 
to  correspond  with  the  yiews  of  the  general,  and  the 
d;  y was  appointed  for  commencing  our  march.  He 
declared  to  me  that  he  considered  himself. pledged  to 
load  the.  army  to  Malden.  The  ammunition  was 
placed  in  the  waggons;  the  cannon  were  embarked 
qrp  board  the  fioa  ting  batteries,  and  every  requisite 
was  -prepared,  The  spirit  and  zeal,  the.  ardor  and 
animation  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  on.  learn- 
ing’ the  'sear  accomplishment  of  their  wishes,  a sure 
&nd  sacred  pledge,  that,  in  the  hour  of  trial  they 
would  not  be  found  wanting  in  duty  to  their  country- 
arid  themselves.  But  a .change  of  measures,  hv  op- 
position to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  all  the  officers, 
w as  adopted  by  the  general.  The  plan  of  attacking 
Malden  was  abandoned,  and  instead  of  Acting  offen- 
sively, we  broke  up  our  camp*  evacuated  Canada, 
gad  re-crossed  the  river  in  the  night,  without  even 
the  shadow  of  an  enemy  to  injure  us.  We  left  to 
the  tender  mercy  of  the  enemy  the  miserable-  Cana- 
dians who  had  joined  us,  and  the  protection  we  af  ford- 
ed them  w as  but  a passport  to  vengeance,  Tins  'fatal 
find  unaccountable  step  dispirited  the, troops,,  arid 
destroyed  the  little  confidence-  which  a series  of  ti- 
mid, irresolute  and  indecisive  measure  had  left  in  the 
commanding  officer, 

About  the  tenth  of  August,  the  enemy  received 
ti  reinforcement  of  four  hundred  men.  On  the  twelfth, 
the  pffinmaoding  officers  of  three  of  the  regiments, 
(the  fourth  was  absent)  were  informed  through  a 
fiaedium  which  admitted  of  no  doubt,  that  the  gene- 
ral had  stated,  that  a capitulation  would  be  necessa- 
ry.. Troy  on  the  same  day  addressed  to  governor 
Meigs  of  Ohio  a letter,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
prract : . . 

C}  Believe  all  the  bearer  Will  tell  you.  Believe  it, 
however  it  may  astonish  you,  as  much  as  if  told  by 

ore  of  iis.  Even  a c is  talked  of  by  the I. 

The  bearer  will  fill  the  vacancy.” 

The  doubtf  ul  fate  of  this  letter  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  use  circumspection  in  its  details,  and  there- 
fore tne blanks  were  left.  The  word  ‘capitulation’ 
will  fill  the  first  and  .'‘-commanding'  general’  the 
other.  As  no  enemy  was  near  us,  and  as  the  superi- 


ority of  our  force  was  manifest,  we  could  see  no  ne- 
cessity for  capitulating,  nor  any  propriety  in  alluding 
to  it.  We  therefore  determined  in  the  last  resort  to 
incur  the  responsibility  of  divesting  the  general  of 
his  command.  This  plan  Was  eventual!;,  prevented 
by  two  of  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  be- 
ing ordered  upon  detachments. 

On  the  13th  the  British  took  a position  opposite  to 
Detroit,  and  begun  to  throw  up  works.  During  that 
and  the  two  following  days,  they  pursued  their  object 
without  interruption  and  established  a battery  for 
two  18  pounders  and  an  8 inch  howitzer.  About  sun 
set  on  the  14th,  a detachment  of  350  men  from  the 
regiments  commanded  by  col.  M ‘Arthur  and  myself 
Was  ordered  to  march  to  the  river  Raisin,  to  escort 
the  provisions,  which  had  some  time  remained  there 
protected  by  a party  under  the  command  of  captain 
Brush. 

Qn  Saturday,  the  15th,  about  1 o’clock,  a flag  of 
truce  arrived  from  Sandwich,  bearing  a summons 
from  gen.  Brock,  for  the  surrender  of  the  town  and 
fortof  Detroit,  stating,  he  could  no  longer  restrain  the 
fury  of  the  savages.  TO  this  an  immediate  and  spi- 
rited refusal  was  returned.  About  4 o’clock  tlieir 
batteries  began  to  play  upon  the  town . The  fire  was 
returned  arid  continued  without  interruption  and 
with  little  effect  till  dark. — Tlieir  shells  were 
thrown  till  11  o’clock. 

At  day  light  the  firing  on  both  sides  recommenced ; 
about  the  same  time  the  enemy  began  to  land  troops 
at  the  Sprmgw'ells,  three  miles  below  Detroit,  'pro- 
tected by  two  of  their  armed  vessels.  Between  6 and 
7 o’clock,  they  had  effected  their  landing’  and  imme- 
diately took  up  their  line  of  march.— They  moved  in 
a close  column  of  platoons,  twelve  in  front,  upon 
the  bank  of  the  river. 

The  fourth  regiment  was  stationed  in  the  fort ; the 
Ohio  volunteers  and  a part  of  the  Michigan  militia, 
behind  some  pickets,  in  a situation  in  which  the 
whole  flank  of  the  enemy  would  have,  been  exposed. 
The  residue  of  the  Michigan  militia  were  in  the  up- 
per part  of  the  town  to  resist  the  incursions  of  the 
savages.  Two  twenty-four  pounders  loaded  with 
grape  shot  were  posted  on  a commanding  eminence, 
ready  to  sweep  the  advancing  column.  In  this  situ- 
ation, the  superiority  of  our  position  was  apparent, 
and  our  troops,  in  the  eager  expectation  of  victory, 
awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Not  a sig’h  of 
discontent  broke  upon  the  ear ; not  a look  of  coward- 
ice the  eye.  Every  man  expected  a proud  day 

for  his  country,  and  each  was  anxious  that  his  indivi- 
dual exertion  should  contribute  to  the  general  result. 

When  the  head  of  their  column  arrived  within 
about  five  hundred  yards  of  our  line,  orders  were 
received  from  general  Hull  for  the  whole  to  retreat 
to  the  fort,  and'  for  the  twenty-four,  pounders  not  to 
open  upon  the  enemy.  One  universal  burst  of  indig- 
nation was  apparent  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order. 
Those,  whose  conviction  was  the  deliberate  result  of 
a dispas  ion  ate  examination  pf  passing’  events,  saw 
the  folly  and  impropriety  of  crowding  1100  men  into 
a little  work,  which  300  could  fully  man,1  and  into 
Which  the  shot  and  shells  of  the  enemy  were  failing. 
— The  fort  was  in  this  manner  filled  ; the  men  were 
directed  to  stack  their  arms,  and  scarcely  was  an  op- 
portunity afforded  of  moving.  Shortly  after  a white 
flag  was  hung  out  upon  the  walls.  A British  officer 
rode  up  to  enquire  the  cause.  A communication 
passed  between  the  commanding  generals,  which  en- 
ded the  capitulation  submitted  to  you.  In  entering 
into  this  capitulation,  the  general  took  counsel  from 
hisjown  feelings  only.  Not  an  officer  was  consulted, 
Not  one  anticipated  a surrender,  till  he  saw  the  white 
flag-displayed.  Even  the  women  were  indignant  at 
so  shameful  a degradation  of  the  American  charaer 
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ter,  and  all  felt  as  they  should  have  felt,  but  he  who 
held  in  Ills  hand;  tlie  reins  of  authority. 

Our  morning-  report  had  that  morning-  made  our 
effective  men  present  fit  for  duty  1060,  without  inclu- 
ding. the  dec; eh nient  before  alluded  to,  and  without 
including-  300  of  the  Michigan  militia  on  du- 
ty. About  dark  on  Saturday  evening  the  detachment, 
sent  to  escort  the  provisions  received  orders  froth 
general  Hull  to  return  with  as  much  expedition  as 
possible.  About  ten  o’clock  the  next  day  they  arriv- 
ed within  sight  of  Detroit.  Had  a firing--  been  heard, 
or  any  resistance  visible,  they  would  have  immediate- 
ly advanced  and  attacked  the  rear  of  the  enemy. — 
The  situation  in  which  this  detachment  was  placed, 
although  the  result  of  accident,  was  the  best  for 
annoying  the,  enemy  and  cutting  off  his  retreat  that 
could  have  been  selected.  With  his  raw  troops  en- 
closed between  two  fires  and  no  hop  *s  of  succour, 
it  is  hazarding  little  to  say,  that  very  few  would  have 
escaped. 

I have  been  informed  by  colonel  Findley,  who  saw 
the  return  of  the  quarter-master-general  the  day  af- 
ter the  surrender,  that  their  whole  force  of  every 
description,  white,  red  and  black,  was  3030.  The} 
had  twenty-nine  platoons,  twelve  in  a platoon,  of 
men  dressed  in  uniform.  Many  of  these  were  evi- 
dently Canadian  militia.  The  rest  of  their  militia 
increased  their  white  force  to  about  seven  hundred 
men.  T e number  of  the  Indians  could  not  be  as- 
certained with  any  degree  of  precision ; not  many 
were  visible.  And  in  the  event  of  an  attack  upon  the 
town  and  fort,  *it  was  a species  of  force  which  could 
have  afforded  no  material  advantage  to  the  enemy. 

In  endeavoring  to  appreciate  the  motives  and  to 
investigate  the  causes  , which  led  to  an  event  so  un- 
expected and  dishonorable,'  it  is  impossible  to  find 
any  solution  in  the  relative  strength  of  the  contend- 
ing parties,  oi*  in  the  measures  of  resistance  in  em- 
power. That  we  were  far  superior  to  the  enemy  ; 
that  upon  any  ordinary  principles  of  calculation  we 
would  have  defeated  them,  the  wounded  and  indig- 
nant feelings  of  every  man  there  will  testify. 

A few  days  before  the  surrender,  1 was  informed 
by  general  Hull,  we  had  400  rounds  of  24  pound  shot 
fixed  and  about  100,000  cartridges  made.  We.  sur 
rendered  with  the  fort  40  barrels  of  powder  and 
2500  stand  of  arms. 

The  state  of  our  provisions  has  not  been  generally 
understood.  On  the  day  of  the  surrender  we  had 
fifteen  days  of  provisions  of  every  kind  on  hand. — 
Off  meat  there  was  plenty  in  the  country,  and  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  for  purchasing  and  grind- 
ing the  flour.  It  was  calculated  we  could  readily 
procure  three  foonth’s  provisions,  independent  of  150 
barrels  flour,  and  1300  head  of  cattle  which  had  been 
forwarded  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  which  remained 
at  the  riv  er  Kaisin  under  captain  Brush,  within  reach 
of  the  army. 

But  had  we  been  totally  destitute  of  provisions, 
our  duty  and  our  interest  undoubtedly  was  to  fight. 
The  enemy  invited  us  to  meet  him  in  the  field. 

By  defeating  him  the  whole  country  would  have 
been  open  to  us,  and  the  object  of  our  expedition 
gloriously  and  successfully  obtained.  If  we  had 
been  defeated  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  retreat  to 
the  fort,  and  make  the  best  defence  which  circum- 
stances and  our  situation  rendered  practicable.  Bill 
basely  to  surrender  without  firing  a gun — tamely  to 
submit  without  raising  a bayonet — disgracefully  to 
pass  in  review  before  an  enemy  as  interior  in  the 
quality  as  in  the  number  of  his  forces,  were  circum- 
stances, which  excited  feelings  of  indignation  more 
easily  felt  than  described.  To  see  the  whole  of  our 
men  Hushed  with  the  hope  of  victory,  eagerly  await- 


d'.-pirhed,  hopeless  and  desponding,  at  least  500 
shedding  tears  because  they  were  pot  allowed  to  meet 
their  country’s  foe,  and  to  fight  their  country’s  bat- 
tles, excited  sensations,  which'  no  American  has  ever 
before  had  cause  to  foel,  and  which,  I trust  in  God, 
will  never  again  be  felt,  while  one  man  remains  to 
defend  the  standard  of  the  union. 

I am  expressly  authorised  to  state,  that  colonel 
M‘Arthur  and' colonel  Findley,  and  litut.  col.  Miller 
viewed  this  transaction  in  the  light  which  I do.  They 
know  and  feel,  that  no  circumstauc  ' in  our  situation, 
none  in  that  of  the  enemy,  can  excuse  a capitulation 
so  dishonorable  and  unjustifiable.  This  too  is  the 
universal  sentiment  among  the  troops  ; and  I shall  be 
surprised  to  learn,  that  there  is  one  man,  wh  > thinks 
it  was  necessary  to  sheath  his  sword,  or  lay  d own  his 
musket. 

i was  informed  by  general  Hull  the  morning  after 
the  capitulation,  that  the  British  forces  consisted  of 
1800  regulars,  and  that  he  surrendered  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  human  blood.  That  he  magnified 
their  regular  force  nearly  fivefold,  there  tan  be  no 
doubt.  Whether  tlie  philanthropic  reason  assign*  <1 
by  him  is  a sufficient  justification  for  surrendering  a 
fortified  town,  an  army  and  atcritory,  is  for  the  go- 
vernment to  determine.  Confident  I am,  , that  had 
the  courage  and  conduct  of  the  general  been  equal  to 
the  spirit  and  zeal  of  the  troops,  the  event  would 
have  been  brilliant  and  successful  as  it  now  is  disas- 
trous and  dishonorable. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I have  tlie  honor  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  LEWIS  CASS, 

Col.  3 cl' r eg.  Ohio  vol. 

'fhe  lion.  Wiixiam  Eustis, 

Secretar'y  of  War. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

(BY  AUTHOBITY.) 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  are  now  at  war 
with  Great  Britain, whose  forces  are  aided  by  savages 
of.  tlie  most  ferocious  nature — and  tlie  frontiers  of 
the  state  of  Ohio  are  exposed  to  their  cruelties  and 
depreciations,  as  well  as  to  tlie  machinations  of  trai- 
tors and  spies — creating  discontent  among-  our  citi- 
zens, and  giving  to  our  enemies,  information  of  our 
situation,  force  and  movements. 

In  order,  therefore,  as  far  as  lays  in  our  power,  to 
prevent,  such  cruelties,  machinations,  treachery  and 
spying, 

I issue  this  my  proclamation,  exhorting  the  citi- 
zens and  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Ohio  to  a strict 
observance  of  all  their  duties  as  such,  requiring  all 
military  officers  according  to  their  rank,  To  be  strict 
in  their  attention  to  discipline,  arms,  and  order  of 
all  those  under  their  command;  and  to  hold  them- 
selves in  constant  readiness  for  active  service. 

Also,  requiring  all  magistrates.  Conservators  of 
the  peace,  and  all  civil  officers  and  ether.;,  to  be  vi- 
gilant in  the  apprehension  and  commitment  of  such 
traitors  and  spies,  in  order  that  they  may  be  dealt 
with  according-  to  law. 

R.  J.  'MEIGS, 

Cove  -nor  of  Ohio. 

Pr  qua,  September  2, 1812. 

fellow  citizens , 

At  a moment  like  this, /I  appeal  to  your  valor 
and  patriotism. 

M j cr-general  HARRISON  will  rendezvous  a res- 
pectable force  of  Kentucky  volunteer  .-;  at  Dayton,  on 
the  15th  instant,  for  a short  expedition.  Gen.  Har- 
rison desires  to  add  to  his  troops  any  number  of 
volunteers  from  the  state  of  Ohio  who  v;iU  serve  on 
expedition  not  exceeding  30  days.  All  those 


fog  the  approaching  contest,  to  see  them  afiei-wardJ  who  will  embrace  this  favorable  opportunity  of  dis- 
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languishing  themselves  under  an  able  commander, 
and  of  rendering-  the  state  of  Ohio  a valuable  ser- 
vice, will,  in  their  equipments  and  movements  fol- 
low' the  directions  of  General  Harrison  hereto  sub- 
joined, 

R.  J.  MEIGS, 
Governor  of  Oldo. 

VOLUNTEERS  WANTED ! 

Any  number  of  Volunteers,  mounted,  and  prepar- 
ed for  active  service,  to  continue  for  twenty-five  or 
thirty  days,  will  be  accepted,  to  rendezvous  at  the 
town  of  Dayton,  on  the  Big-  Miami,  on  the  15th  inst. 
It  is  expected  that  the  volunteers  will  provide  them- 
selves with  salt  provisions  and  a proportion  of  bis- 
cuits. Those  who  are  unable  to  provide  themselves, 
will  be  furnished  if  possible. 

Those  brave  men,  who  may  give  their  services  on 
this  occasion,  may  be  assured,  that  an  opportunity 
for ; distinguishing  themselves  ivill  he  afforded — I shall 
command  the  expedition  in  person,  and  the  number 
of  troops  will  be  entirely  adequate  to  the  object  pro- 
posed. 

I wish  also  to  hire  a number  of  substantial  horses. 
Fifty  cents  per  day  will  be  allowed  for  each  horse 
which  is  provided  with  a saddle  and  bridle. 

Those  patriotic  citizens  who  are  unable  to  afford 
their  personal  assistance,  will  render  essential  ser- 
vice to  their  country  by  furnishing-  the  horses — which 
must  be  delivered  in  Dayton  oh  the  14tli  instant,  to 
a person  who  will  he  authorised  to  receive  and  re- 
ceipt for  them. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

The  British  are  about  to  send  a considerable  bodv 
of  troops  from  England  to  Canada-^-at  least  orders 
have  been  issued  for  that? purpose. 

Major  general  Harrison  was  received  with  shouts 
of  applause  bv  the  army  of  volunteers  assembled  in 
the  state  of  Ohio.  We  have  full  faith  that  he  will  do 
all  that  is,  expected  of  him.  The  troops  are  well 
supplied.  It  is  stated  that  the  whole  body,  6000 
strong,  has  inarched  towards  Fort  Wayne. 

Eight  hundred  men,  consisting  of  the  first  batta- 
lion of  colonel  Pearce’s  regiment  of  infantry,  with 
several  troops  of  colonel  Burn’s  regiment  of,  cavalry, 
have  moved  from  their  rendezvous  near  Philadelphia, 
to  the  northward. 

We  are  much  gratified  in  being  assured  of  the 
health  and  spirits  of  the  troops,  regulars,  volunteers 
and  militia,  on  the  New- York  frontier.  Ail  is  life 
and  activity  in  that  quarter  of  the  country.  The  ut- 
most energy  appears  to  pervade  every  branch  of  the 
military  department.  Arms  and  men — cannon,  am- 
munition and  stores,  are  moving  towards  the  lakes, 
prom  every  direction. 

Great  military  preparations  are  making  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Several  pieces  of  cannon  have  been  sent  to 
the  frontiers,  and  considerable  bodies  of  volunteers 
m-e  marching  to  the  various  points  of  attack  or  de- 
fence. There  is  some  stir  even  in  Betaivcfe.  A va- 
luable company  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Caleb 
P.  r.ennet  ah  old  veteran  of  the  Delaware  line,  much 
esteemed  by  general  Greene,  for  his  conduct  and 
courage,  has  volunteered  its  service  to  the  president 
oi  the  United  States,  and  i,s  under  marching  orders. 
YVe  are  pleased  to  observe  that  several  other  volun- 
teer companies  are  organizing  in  that  state,  where 
the  military  spirit  has  long  been  dormant. 

Four  companies  of  exempts  have  been  formed  in 
the  western  parts  of  the  state  of  New-York,for  the 
purpose  of  offering  their  services  to  the  president, 
tinder  the  act  authorising  him  to  accept  of  50,000 
rqlunteers. 


In  Richmond  alone,  exclusive  of  Maiichewuv* 
$5282  were  raised  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  to. 
provide  for  the  benefit  of  such  persons  and  their  fa-*, 
milies  as  may  leave  the  .state  of  Virginia  iu  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States, 

From  the  various  facts  that  have  come  to  our 
knowledge  we  feel  warranted  in  expressing  a full  be-, 
lief  that  10,000  Americans  v'illbe  in  Upper  Canada 
before  the  first  day  of  October.  The  purchase  of 
Detroit  will  turn  out  a dear  bargain. 

Twenty  waggons  drawn  by  five  horses  each,  from 
Pennsylvania,  passed  through  New -York  last  week, 
laden  with  military  clothing  and  supplies,  for  Alba 
ny  and  the  frontiers. 

The  following  from  a western  paper  is  truly  cha- 
racteristic of  the  people  of  that  section  of  the  coun 
try : 

“ A Caiud.— -Colonel  Symmes,  of  the  senior  division 
of  the  Ohio  militia,  presents  his  respectful  complc-. 
merits,  to  major-general  Brock,  commanding  his 
Britannic  majesty’s  forces  white  and  red,  in.  Upper 
Canada. 

Colonel  Svnrmes  observing  that  by  Hie  4th  article 
of  capitulation  of  fort  Detroit  to  maj.  gen.  Brock,  all 
public  arms  moving-  towards  fort  Detroit,  are  to  be 
delivered  up  j but  as  no  place  of  deposit  is  pointed 
out  by  the  capitulation,  forty  thousand  stand  cf  arms, 
coming  within  the  description,  are  at  the  service  of' 
maj.  gen.  Brock,  if  his  excellency  will  condescend  to. 
come  and  take  them.” 

Gen.  Bloomfield  with  2000  regulars,  is  at  Platts- 
burg,  N.  Y.  The  forces  at  head-quarters  near  Albany 
are  continually  fluctuating*— at  our  last  accounts, 
they  amounted  to.  3000  men, 

A company  of  volunteers  with  a Canada  destination, 
has  been  formed  in  Petersburg,  Va.  They  are  spoken 
of  as  a body  of  excellent  young-  men.  Hall's  surren- 
der hasjelectrified  tlie  nation.  Incidents  of  this  na- 
ture *re  occurring  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  From 
Baltimore  there  will  also  march  for  Canada,  in  a few 
days  a little  band  of  heroes.  Some  of  tin.  in  are  now 
encampecFa  short  distance  from  the;  city.  It  will  be- 
come our  duty  to  notice  the  circumstance  hereafter.- 

The  recruiting  service  goes  on  actively  in  Tennes- 
see. The  quota  of  men  expected  from  this  state, 
will  soon  be  complete. 

Gen.  IIvU’s  official  statement  may  be  expected  in 
our  next  paper.  His  aid-de-camp  is  reported  to  be 
on  his  way  to  Washington'  city.  It  is  stated,  also, 
that  general  Hull  .was  on  his  way  to  Albany,  on  pa- 
role. 

NAVAL, 

Letter  from  Commodore  Badgers,  to  the  Secretary  cf 
the  ddavy. 

U.  S.  Frigate  President,  Boston,  Sept.  1,  1812, 

Si  a,- — I had  the  honor  yesterday  of  informing  you 
of  the  arrival  of  the  -squadron,  and  have  now  to 
state  the  result  and  particulars  of  our  cruise. 

Previous  to  leaving-  New -York  on  the  21st  of  Junc^ 
1 heard  that  a British  convoy  had  sailed  from  Jamai- 
ca for  England  on  or  about  the  20tl'«  of  the  preceding 
month,  and  on  being-  informed  of  the  declaration  of 
war  against  Great  Britain,  I deterinmcri.,  m the  event 
of  commodore  Decatur  jGinmg  me  with  the.  United 
States,  Congress  and  Argus,  as  you  had  directed,  to 
go  in  pursuit  of  them. 

The  United  States,  Congress  and  Argus,  did  join 
me  on  the  21st ; with  which  vessels,  this  ship  and  the 
Hornet,  I accordingly  spiled  in  less  than  an  hour  after 
I received  your  orders  of  the  18tli  of  .Tune,  accom- 
panied bv  your  official  communication  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war. 

On  leaving  New-York  I shaped  our  course  south 
eastwardly,  in  the  expectation  of  falling  in  with 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR.  41 


vessels,  by  which  I should  hear  of  the  before  men-j 
tioned  convoy,  and  the  following-  night  met  with  an 
American  brig  that  gave  me  the  sought  for  informa- 
tion ; the  squadron  now  crowded  sail  in  pursuit;  but 
the  next  morning  was  taken  out  of  its  course  by  the 
pursuit  of  a British  frigate,  that  I since  find  was  the 
Belvidera,  relative  to  which  I beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  enclosed  extract  from  my  journal  5*  after  re- 
pairing as  far  as  possible  the  injury  done  by  the  Bel- 
videra to  our  spars,  and  rigging*,  we  again  crowded 
all  saii  and  resumed  our  course  in  pursuit  of  the  con- 
voy, but  did  not  receive  further  intelligence  of  it, 
until  the  29th  day  of  June,  on  the  western  edge  of 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  where  we  spoke  an 
American  schooner,  the  master  of  which  reported 
that  he  had  two  days  before  passed  them  in  lat.  43, 
Ion.  55,  steering  to  the  eastward.  I was  surprised  to 
find  that  the  convoy  was  still  so  far  to  the  eastward 
of  us,  but  was  urged,  however,  as  well  by  what  1 
considered  my  duty  as  my  inclination,  to  continue  the 
pursuit. 

On  the  1st  of  July  a little  to  the  eastward  of  New- 
foundland bank,  we  fell  in  with  quantities  of  cocoa 
nut  shells,  orange  peels,  &c.  which  indicated  that 
the  convoy  were  not  far  distant,  and  we  pursued  it 
with  zeal,  although  frequently  taken  out  of  our 
course  by  vessels  it  Was  necessary  to  chase,  without 
gaining*  any  further  intelligence  until  the  9th  of  July, 
in  lat.  45, 39,  Ion  23,  we  captured  the  British  private 
armed  brig*  Dolphin,  of  Jersey,  and  were  informed  by 
some  of  her  crew,  that  they  had  seen  the  convoy  the 
preceding  evening,  the  weather  was  not  clear  at  the 
time,  but  that  they  had  counted  85  sail,  and  that  the 
three  charged  with  its  protection,  consisted  of  one 
two  decker,  a frigate,  a sloop  of  war  and  a brig. 

This  was  the  last  intelligence  I received  of  the 
before  mentioned  convoy,  although  its  pursuit  was 
continued  until  the  13th  of  July,  being  then  within 
18  oi*20  hours  sail  of  the  British  channel. 

From  this  we  steered  for  the  Island  of  Madeira, 
passed  close  by  it  on  the  21st  of  July,  thence  near 
the  azores,  and  saw  Corvo  and  Flores  ; thence  steer- 
ed for  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  : and  from  the 
latter  place  (by  the  way  of  Cape  Sable)  to  this  port, 
it  having  become  indispensably  necessary  (by  the 
time  we  reached  our  own  coast,  to  make  the  first 
convenient  port  in  the  United  States ; owing,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  to  that  wretched  disease  the  scurvy, 
having  made  its  appearance  on  board  of  the  vessels, 
most  generally  to  a degree  seriously  alarming. 

From  the  western  part  of  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land to  our  making  the  island  of  Madeira,  the  wea- 
ther was  such,  at  least  six  days  out  of  seven  as  to 
obscure,  from  our  discovery,  every  object  that  we 
did  not  pass  within  four  or  five  miles  of,  and  indeed 
for  several  days  together  the  fog  was  so  thick  as  to 
prevent  our  seeing  each  other,  even  at  cable’s  length 
asunder,  more  than  twice  or  thrice  in  the  twenty  -four 
hours,. 

From  the  time  of  leaving  the  United  States  until 
we  arrived  here,  we  chased  every  vessel  we  saw,  and 
you  will  not  be  a little  astonished  when  I inform  you 
that,  although  we  brought  too  every  thing  we  did 
chase,  with  the  exception  of  four  vessels,  we  only 
made  seven  captures  and  one  recapture, 

It  is  truly  an  unpleasant  task  to  be  obliged  to  make 
a communication  thus  barren  of  benefit  to  our 
country  ; the  only  consolation  I individually  feel  on 
the  occasion  being  derived  from  knowing  that  our 
being  at  sea  obliged  the  enemy  to  concentrate  a con- 
siderable portion  of  his  most  active  force  and  thereby 
prevented  his  capturing  an  incalculable  amount  of 


American  property  that  would  otherwise  have  fallen 
a sacrifice. 

I am  aware  of  the  anxiety  you  must  have  experi- 
enced at  not  hearing  from  me  for  such  a length  of 
time,  but  tills  f am  sure  you  will  not  attribute  in  any 
degree  to  neglect,  when  I inform  you  that  not  a sin- 
gle proper  opportunity  occurred;  from  the  time  of 
leaving  the  United  States  until  our  return. 

Mr.  Newcomb,  who  will  deliver  you  this,  3 011  will 
find  an  intelligent  young  man,  capable  of  giving 
such  further  information  Sas  you  may  deem  of  any 
moment:  lie  will  at  the  same  time  deliver  you  a chart, 
shewing  the  track  in  which  we  cruised  : Annexed  is 
a list  of  vessels  captured,  re -cap 'awed  and  burnt. 

The  four  vessels  we  chased  and  did  not  come  up 
with  were,  the  Belvklere,  a small  pilot-boat  schoo- 
ner supposed  to  be  an  American  privateer,  the  her- 
maphrodite privateer  brig  Yankee,  which  we  lo.~>t 
sight  of  in  a fog,  but  whose  character  we  afterward* 
learnt,  and  a frigate  supposed  to  Le  British,  that  we 
chased  on  the  28th  ult.  near  the  shoal  of  George’s 
Bank,  and  should  certainly  have  come  up  with,  had 
we  have  had  the  advantage  of  two  hours  more  day- 
light. 

On  board  of  the  several  vessels  of  the  squadron 
there  are  between  80  and  100  prisoners,  taken  from 
the  Vessels  we  captured  during’  our  late  cruize  : — 
The  government  not  having  any  agent  for  prisoners 
here,  I shall  send  them  to  commodore  Bainbridge, 
to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  best  appears  to 
be  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  which  l 
hope  may  meet  your  approbation. 

"With  the  greatest  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHNJROBGER5. 

The  lion.  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secret  aril  of  the  .A  ary, 

Washington. 

Copies  of  letters  received  at  the  Navy  Department 

from  captain  Porter,  of  the  United  States  frigate 

Essex,  of  32  guns. 

Ax  Sea,  August  17,  1812. 

SIR, — -7  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  cn  the 
13th  his  Britannic  majesty’s  sloop  of  war  Alert,  cap- 
tain T.  L.  P.  Laugharne,  ran  down  on  our  weather 
quarter,  gave  three  cheers  and  commenced  an  action 
(if  so  trifling  a skirmish  deserves  the  name)  and  af- 
ter 8 minutes  firing  struck  her  colors,  with  7 feet  wa- 
ter in  her  hold,  much  cut  to  pieces,  and  three  men 
wounded, 

T need  not  inform  you  that  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Essex  behaved,  as  I trust  all  Americans  will, 
in  such  cases,  and  it  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  so 
much  zeal  and  activity  could  not  have  been  display- 
ed on  an  occasion  that  would  have  done  them  more 
honor.  The  Essex  has  not  received  the  slightest  in- 
j urv. 

The  Alert  was  out  for  tlic?  purpose  of  taking  the 
Hornet ! 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D-  PORTER. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

At  Sea,  August  20,  1811. 

SIR— Finding  myself  much  embarrassed  by  the 
Alert,  from  the  great  number  of  prisoners  we  have 
already  made  (about  500)  1 concluded  that  befoye 
our  arrival  in  America  the  number  would  be  consi- 
derably augmented,  and  as  I found  my  provisions  and 


* Tide  hast  number. 
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‘water  getting1  short,  and  being  well  satisfied  that  a 
plan  had  been  organized  by  them  tor  rising  on  the 
ship  in  the  event  of  an.  engagement ; I conceived  it 
to  be  the  interest  of  my  country  to  get  clear  of  them 
as  speedily  as  possible,  particularly  as  1 was  well  as- 
sured that  immediately  on  their  arrival  in  St.  John’s, 
an  equal  number  of  my  countrymen  would  be  releas- 
ed and  find  a sure  and  immediate  conveyance.  I, 
therefore,  drew  up  written  stipulations  correspond- 
ing with  the  accompanying  letters  ; threw  all  the 
guns  of  the  Alert  overboard  ; withdrew  from  her  all 
the  men  belonging  to  the  Essex  ; appointed  lieut.  J. 
P.  Wilmer  to  command  her  as  a cartel,  put  all  my 
prisoners  on  board  her,  and  dispatched  her  for  St. 
Johns,  in  Newfoundland, .with  orders  to  proceed 
from  thence  to  New- York,  with  such  Americans  as 
he  may  receive  in  exchange. 

At  a more  suitable  opportunity  I shall  do  myself 
the  honor  to  lay  before  you  copies  of  every  paper  re- 
lative to  this  transaction,  and  sincerely  hope  that  my 
conduct  in  this  affair  may  meet  with  your  approba- 
tion. 

As  the  Essex  has  been  so  annoying  about  Bermu- 
da, Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland,  I expect  I shall 
have  to  run  the  gauntlet  through  their  cruisers  ; you 
may,  however,  rest  assured,  that  all  a ship  of  her 
size  can  do  shall  be  done,  and  whatever  may  be  our 
fate,  our  country  shall  never  blush  for  us. 

I have  the  honor,  &. c. 

(Signed)  D.  POUTER. 

Hon.  Paul  Hawiltox, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[The  following  are  the  papers  accompanying  the 
preceding,  viz.  my  two  letters  to  captain  Laughariie, 
•with  his  answer,  verbal  and  written,  to  the  first  ;■  a 
.copy  of  the  passport  given  to  lieut.  Wilmer,  and  a 
.copy  of  captain  Laugharne’s  certificate,  certifying  to 
the  number  of  prisoners  put  ou  board  the  cartel 
Alert.  3 

August  18,  1812. 

SIR — An  arrangement  has  suggested  itself  to  me, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  calculated  to  advance  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  as  well  ds  that  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  and  if  acceded  to  by  you,  shall  be 
immediately  put  in  execution  : should  you  object  to 
the  terms,  they  will  not,  after  this,  be  repeated,  and 
the  treatment  usual  to  prisoners  of  war,  will  in  fu- 
ture be  observed  towards  your  crew. 

Art.  1.  The  Alert  to  be  deprived  of  all  her  arma- 
ment, and  to  proceed  under  charge  of  an  officer  of 
this  ship,  as  a cartel  to  .such  British  port  as  you  may 
deem  most  advisable,  and  to  take  your  officers  and 
crew,  together- -with  the  British  captains,  and  mates 
of  merchant  vessels,  with  their  crews,  now  prisoners 
on  bo*rd  this  ship. 

Art.  2.  The  officers  to  go  on  parole  of  honor,  not- 
to.  serve  against  the  United  States  of  America  during 
the  existing  war,  until  regularly  exchanged.  The 
captains  and  mates  of  merchant  vessels,  and 
their  crews,  as  well  as  the  petty  officers,  seamen, 
marines,  landsmen  and  boys,  composing  your  crew, 
to  be  exchanged  immediately  on  their  arri  val  in  a 
British  port,  for  an  equal  number  of  equal  grades  of 
American  prisoners,  and  are  not  to  serve  against  the 
United  States  until  the  exchangee  takes  place. 

Art.  3.  The  swords  of  the  officers  to  be  returned 
to  them. 

Art.  4.  You  to  remain  a.s  a pledge  for  the  faithful 
fulfilment  of  the  foregoing  articles. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  ike. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Capt.  T.  L.  P.  Laugharxk,  late 

commander  of  H.  B.  M’s  sloop  of  war  Alert — prest. 

After  delivering  the  preceding  letter  to  captain 


j Laughurne,he  verbally  informed  me  “ that  his  officer* 
preferred  remaining  with  him,  and  sharing  his  fate, 
and  as  he  was  confident  some  of  his  slxip’s  company 
were  much  prejudiced  against  him,  he  did  not  wish 
them  to  go  to  Newfoundland,  until  he  could  be  pre- 
sent to  appear  in  his  own  justification,  before  they 
could  have  an  opportunity  of  injuring  his  honor  and 
reputation  as  an  officer,  both  oi  which. he  held  as  in- 
estimable, and  as  a court-martial  could  not  take 
place  in  his  absence.”  He  then  wrote  me  the  follow- 
ing letter : 

August  18, 1812. 

SIR — 1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  day’s  date,  ottering  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  officers  and  ci'cw  of  his  majesty’s  late 
sloop  Alert.  M 

In  answer  thereto,  I beg  leave  to  infbnn  you  that  I 
accept  and  agree  to  the  first,  second  and  third  arti- 
cles, but  permit  me  to  mention  my  objection  to  the 
last,  as  it  seems  by  your  requiring  me  to  remain  as 
an  hostage  for  the  performance  of  the  preceding  ones, 
to  cast  (though  I am  willing  to  believe  unintentional- 
ly) an  indirect  suspicion  on  the  faith  of  theBritish  go- 
vernment, so  universally  known  for  its  fulfilment 
of  every  compact  entered  into  by  its  public  servants. 

By  your  allowing  me  to  accompany  my  sliip’s 
company  snd  officers,  I will  pledge  to  you  mine  hon- 
or to  see  the  articles  of  our  release  fully  complied 
with  on  our  arrival  in  a British  port. 

Should  you  object  to  this,  my  officers  prefer  re- 
maining with  me  till  we  are  regularly  exchanged. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  T,  L.  P.  LAUGH  ARNE, 

late  commander  of  H.  M’s  sloop  Alert. 
Capt.  D.  Porter, 

U.  States’  frigate  Essex. 

August  18, 1812. 

Sir-— In  reply  to  one  paragraph  in  your  letter  in  an- 
swer to  the  terms  offered  by  me  I shall  observe  that, 
having  on  two  former  instances  permitted  cartels  to 
j proceed  to  British  ports  without  reserving  hostages, 

1 1 have  sufficient!)1  evinced  that  1 entertained  the 
'highest  confidence  in  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  Bri- 
j tish  government  as  inspects  the  fulfilment  of  coxn- 
| pacts  entex’ed  into  by  their  officers;  nor  should  I 
| have  proposed  the  last  article  in  this  instance  were 
it  not  that  I felt  a necessity  for  holding  soxne  pledge 
as  a justification  of  xny  conduct  to  xny  own  govern- 
ment for  the  unlimited  confidence  I have  x’eposed 
For  the  reasons  (however)  that  you  have  stated  I am 
willing  to  yield  that  condition ; and  you  may  consider 
yourself  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  your  officers  and. 
crew,  and  on  the  same  terms. 

I have  the  honor1,  See. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Capt.  T.  L.  P.  Laugharxe, 

Late  commander  of  his  B.  AT. 

sloop  of  war  Alert — Present. 

[Here  follow  copies  of  the  agreement,  passport, 
Sec.  and  a list  .of  tlie  prisoners.] 

At  sea , September  1,  1812. 

Sir— On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  August,  in  lati- 
tude 36  N.  longitude  62,  W.  discovered  one  of  the 
enemy’s  frigates  standing  towards  us  under  a press  of 
sail,  apparently  with  an  intention  of  speaking  us. 
Stood  for  him  under  easy  sail,  with  the  ship  prepar- 
ed for  action ; apprehensive  that  he  might  not  find 
us  in  the  night,  I hoisted  a light.  At  9,  he  made  a 
signal,  consisting  of  two  flashes  and  one  blue  light, 
apparently  about  four  miles  distance  from  us.  I con- 
tinued to  stand  on  for  the  point  where  they  were  seen 
until  midnight,  when  not  getting  sight  of  the  ene- 
my, I concluded  that  it  would  be  best  to  heave  to  for 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER EVENTS  0^  THE  WAR. 


48 


him  until  Jay  light,  presuming  that  he  had  (lone  the 
same,  or  that  he  would  at  least  have  kept  in  our 
neigiihorhood ; but  to  my  great  surprise  and  the 
mortification  of  my  officers  and  crew  (whose  zeal  on 
event  occasion  excites  mv  admiration)  we  discover- 
ed in  the  morning’ that  (he  bird  liad  flown!  From 
the  latitude  and  longitude  in  which  we  saw  this  ves- 
sel, and  from  her  fleetness,  which  enabled  her  to  dis- 
appear so  soon,  I think  it  not  unlikely  that  it  was  the 
A casta,  of  50  guns  and  350  men,  sent  out  with  so 
much  parade,  accompanied  by  the  Ring  Dove  of  22 
guns,  to  cruize  for  the  Essex  ! Perhaps,  however,  she 
went  to  seek  her  consort. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

lion.  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

At  sea , Sept.  6, 1812. 

Srn — On  the  4th  inst.  off  the  Tail  of  St.  George’s 
Bank,  I discovered  two  ships  of  war  to  the  south- 
ward, and  a brig  to  the  northward — the  brig’  in  chase 
of  an  American  merchant  shi  p,  and  I have  not  the 
slightest. doubt  of  their  being  enemies — gave  chase 
to  the  brig,  which  attempted  to  get  past  us  to  join 
the  rest  of  the  squadron  ; this  we  prevented  and  com- 
pelled her  to  stand  to  the  northward ; continued  in 
chase  until  we  got  abreast  the  American  ship,  when 
we  gave  over  chase  as  the  wind  was  getting  light 
and  the  brig  leaving  us  with  her  sweeps  out.  On 
shewing  our  colors  to  the  American  ship,  several  sig- 
nal guns  were  fired  by  the  ships  to  the  southward, 
winch  made  all  sail  in  chase  of  us.  At  4 P.  M..  they 
had  gained  our  wake  and  had  come  up  with  us  very 
fast.  Calculating  on  making  my  escape  by  some  ma- 
noeuvre in  the  course  of  the  night, 1 hoisted  American 
colors  and  fired  a gun  to  windward  j the  ships-  still 
continuing'  to  gain  on  us,’  and  the  largest  being  .con- 
siderably to  windward  of  the  other  and  about  5 j 
miles  astern  of  us,  bearing  S.  by  W.  I determined  to 
heave  about  as  soon  as  it  grew  dark,  and  in  the  event 
of  our  not  being  able  to  pass  him,  to  fire  a broadside 
into  him  and  lav  him  on  board.  With  this  view,  made 
every  arrangement  and  preparation,  the  crew  in  high 
spirits,  and  gave  three  cheers  when  the  plan  was  pro- 
posed to  them.-  At  20  minutes  after  7,  hove  about 
and  stood  S.  E.  by  8.  (the  wind  heading  us  off  the 
moment  we  hove  in  stays)  until  30  minutes  after  8, 
.when  we  bore,  a way  S.  W.  without  seeing  any  thing 
more  of  them,  which  seems  the  more  extraordinary 
as  a pistol  was  fired  by  accident  on  board  this  ship  at 
the  moment  when  we  must  have  been  at  our  shortest 
distance  from  them.  Finding  myself  thus  cut  off 
from  New-York  and  Rhode  -Island,  I made  the  best  of 
my  way  for  the  Delaware. 

Considering  this  escape  as  a very  extraordinary 
one,  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a sketch  of  the 
position  of  tiie  ships  at  three  different  periods,  by 
which,  you  will  perceive  at  once  the  plan  of  effect- 
ing it. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  * D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Paul  Haxit.tox, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mouth  of  the  Delaware , Sept.  7,  1812. 

Srn — In  pursuance  of  your  orders  of  the  24th  June, 
1 sailed  from  Sandy  Hook  on  the  3d  July,  shaping 
my  course  to  the  southward  ; in  the  lat.  of  30,  52,  N. 
long.  66,  16,  W.  I captured  the  brig  Lamprey,  21 
days  from  Jamaica,  by  her  I received  certain  intelli- 
gence that  at  the  time  of  her  departure  the  Thetis 
frigate  with  specie  and  a large  convoy  for  England 
Was  to  sail -on  or  about  the  26  th  of  June,  and  that  se- 
veral running  ships  were  also  on  the  point  of  de- 
parture. I consequently  made  every  exertion  to  get 


oft'  St.  Augustine  in  time  to  fall  in  with  them,  but 
without  effect,  as  fresh  gales  prevailed  from  the 
south  west,  and  increased  until  the  19th  July,  when 
we  were  compelled  to  scud.  I succeeded  in  getting 
within  a few  miles  as  far  south  as  St.  Augustine,  but 
was  baffled  in  every  attempt  to  get  to  tlte  westward  ; 
as  the  gales  continued  to  increase,  and  as  there  was* 
no  probab  ility  of  getting  there  in  time  to  meet  the 
convoy,  I concluded  it  best  to  endeavor  to  intercept* 
it  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  to  which  place  I 
proceeded,  taking  Halifax  in  my  way,  and  although 
I have  been  disappointed  in  my  expectations,  I hope 
that  the  facts  above  stated  and  the  services  rendered 
by  the  Essex  may  be  considered  a sufficient  apology' 
for  departing  from  the  letter  of  your  instructions. 

It  is  mucin  to  be  regretted  that  I had  not  with  me 
a sloop  of  war  at  the  time  I fell  in  with  the  convoy  of 
the  M inerva,  (as  well  as  on  oilier  important  occasi- 
ons) that  the  ships  of  the  convoy  might  be  kept  in 
1 play  whiled  engaged  the  frigate.-  Had  this  been  the- 
case,  instead  of  taking  only  200  prisoners,  including 
the  transports’  crew,  I have  not  a doubt  that  we 
should  have  made  prisoners  of  the  whole  of  the 
troops,  as  well  as  the  frigates  and  transports’  crews, 
which  would  have  exceeded  2000  men. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  fee. 

D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

It  is  stated  in  a Philadelphia  paper  that  captain 
Hull,  inconsequence  of  the  decease  of  his  brother, 
has  requested  permission'  to  remain  on  shore  a short 
time  to  settle  his  affairs.  He  is  succeeded  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  Constitution  cid  interim , by  captain 
Barn  bridge,' 

We  learn  that  several  vessels  of  war  were  about  to 
leave  England  for  the  American  station  and  coast. — 
Admiral  North  West  will,  however,  prevent  them 
from  remaining  long  with  us,  this  season.  An  offi- 
cial account  of  on  e declaration/)!  war  reached  Lon- 
don the  29th  of  .1  uly. 

An  embargo  on  American  vessels  was  laid  in  En- 
gland on  tile  31st  of  August.  A certain  person  nam- 
ed Samuel  Pierce,  of  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts,  has 
left  his  family,  went  to  Futt'fax,  obtained  a commis- 
sion, and  - is  now  cruising  off  the  eastern  coast  as 
commander  of  a British  privateer.  He  lias  cap- 
tured the  ship  Factor  of  Providence,  R.  I.  We  hope 
to  have  a better  account  of  captain  Pierce  before 
long. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  batteaux,  constructed  by 
order  of  government,  are  .chiefly  finished,  on  lake 
Champlain.  They  are  37  feet  long,  8 -broad  and  will 
carry  fifty  men.  Five  merchant  vessels  have  also 
been  purchased,  which  will  be  immediately  armed 
to  preserve  the  command  of  the  lake.  A consider- 
able number  of  ship  carpenters  have  also  left  Xew- 
York  for  the  shores  of  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  to 
build  by  contract  several  vessels  for  the  United  States 
service. 

The  Dromo,  which  captured  the  G u ay  an  a of  8 
guns  and  15  men,  (see  no.  158)  is  only  of  27  tons  bur- 
then, with  1 gun  a six  pounder,  and  28  men. 

Lieut.  Crane,  with  the  c*ewof  the  late  U.  S.  brig 
Nautilus,  six  of  the  men  excepted,  has  arrived  at 
Boston  in  a cartel  from  Halifax.  These  six,  charged 
with  being’ British  subjects,  were  put  in  irons,  to  he 
sent  to  England  and  tried  for  their  lives.  The  fact 
being  made  known  to  coni.  Rodgers,  lie  stopped  a 
cartel  passing  from  Boston  for  Halifax  with  120  pri- 
soners, and  detained  twelve  of  them  as  hostages  for 
rhe  six  Americans.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  the 
measure  will  be  supported  by  the  government  and 
the  people  j and  the  trial  be  made  whether  our  na 
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turalization  laws  arc  not  as  good  and  valid  as  the  na- 
turalization laws  of  the  enemy. 

Ogdensburg , September  1. — On  Wednesday  last  the 
vessels  lying  in  this,  port,  ten  in  number,  sailed  for 
the  lake.  They  have  for  their  defence  1 thirty  two 
pounder,  3 six  pounders,  2 long  four  pounders  and  2 
swivels.  Several  of  the  troops  stationed  here  volun-i 
teered  to  man  the  vessels , 

Several  vessels  from  England  having  British  pro- 
tections, have  been  sent  into  HalifaSjr-rlhc  following 
extract  of  a letter,  from  that  place  shews  tfl,eir  pre- 
sent condition-r— 

Halifax » September  1,  1812. — “ Since  mine  of  the 
29 di  August  I have  had  an  interview  with  admiral 
Sa  wveu — he  informs  all  the  ships  having  protections 
from  the  British  government,  must  remain  here 
without  trial  until  he  receives  instructions  concern- 
ing them  from  England,  and  is  of  opinion  they  will 
all  be  released  very  spoil.”' 

From  the  Log-book  of  the  schooner  High-Flyer)t  of 
Baltimore. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  oft'  the  Double-headed  Shot 
Keys,  at  half-past  4 r.  rr.  discovered  a sail  standing 
v.  and  w.  gave  chase  ; at  7 p.  ar.  came  up  with  and 
hoarded  the  British  schooner  Harriet,  in  ballast,  from 
New- Pro  videi ice  bound  to  HaVanna,  carried  3 bla.ck 
men  and  1 bo}',  tv/o  gentlemen  and  one  lady,  passen- 
gers— put  on  board  captain  Taylor  as  prize -master, 
and  ordered  her  for  the  first  port  in  the  United 
States.  The  next  day  the  captain  of  the  Harriet 
informed  captain  Gavet  that  there  was  money  con- 
cealed on  board— we  boarded  her  and  found  8,000^ 
in  specie — next  day,  stood  through  the  gulf.  On  the 
19th  August,  lat  9,  22,  at  6 a.  at.  discovered  a Sect 
bearing  s.  s.  w.  distant  2 leagues  ; wore  ship  and 
made  sail,  endeavoring  to  get  to  the  windward,  for 
the  purpose  of  reconnoitring  them — next  day  at  half- 
past 1 >.  or.  the  frigate  from  the  fleet  gave  chase  to 
us,  steering  various  courses — at  5 r.  nr.  dropped  him, 
still  pursuing  the  fleet — at  6,  saw  the  fleet  bearing 
\\ — the  next  day,  (21st)  at  5 r.  m,  wind  moderate, 
brought  to  and  boarded  British  ship  Diana,  Harvey, 
one  of  the  Jamaica  fleet,  bound  to  Bristol,  burthen 
333  tons,  laden  with  sugar,  rum,  coffee,  &c,  received 
her  crew  onboard,  and  sent  a prize-master  and.  ten 
men  on  board,  and  ordered  for  the  first  port  in  the 
United  States.  At  the  same  time,  two  other  sail  in 
sight ; at  6 a.  ?.r.  bore  down  on  them,  fired  3 or  4 
shot  at  them,  which  were  returned  by  both  ships — 
22d,  at  p.  nr.  engaged  the  two  ships  at  half-gun  shot, 
and  after  firing  on  them  upwards  of  69.  shot,  breeze 
blowing  fresh,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  board  them,  at 
4 v.  m.  hauled  off — next  day  at  4 p.  nr.  wind  moderat- 
ing, bore  down  and  engaged  the  sternmast  ship, 
called,,  the  Jamaica,  of  Liverpool,  captain  Neill,  of  7 
guns,  21  then,  355  tons,  in  co,  with  the  ship  Mary 
& Ann,  of  London,  captain  Miller,  mounting  12  guns, 
16  or  18  men,  and  329  tons  burthen  ; when  within 
musket  shot,  we  commenced  a brisk  fire  from,  our 
great  guns  and  musketry,  which  was  returned  with 
groat  courage  and  resolution  from  both  ships— rthe 
engagement  lasted  29  minutes,  when  we  boarded 
and  carried  the  Jamaica,  the  Mary  and  Ann  striking 
her  colors  at  the  same  time.  It  is  with  pleasure  we 
state  that  every  man  and  officer  acted  with  great 
courage  and  coolness,  but  we  are  sorry  to  announce, 
that  captain  Gavett  was  unfortunately  wounded 
about  the  middle  of  the  engagement  by  a musket 
ball  which  passed  through  his  right  arm  ; also  one 
ordinary  seaman  slightly  wounded  in  the,  cheek. — 
The  Highflyer  received  several  shot  in  her  sails,  gib, 
■and  flying  gib-stav  shot  way,  her  fore-mast  wounded. 
Manned  both  ships  ; put  Mr.  Brown  (prize -master) 
upd  3 men  qn  board  the  Mary  & Arm,  and  Mr.  touat 


and  14  men  on  board  the  Jamaica,  and  ordered  theirt 
for  the  first  port  in  the  United  States.  Both  ships 
richly  laden  with  sugar,  coffee,  rum  and  logwood^ 
&e.  Several  of  their  seamen  were  wounded,  but  none 
killed,  fj*  The  prizes  have  safely  arrived. 

The  Surrender  of  Detroit. 

Yv  e felt  it  due  to  truth — to  government — to  gene-, 
ral  Hull,  and  to  all  persons  directly  or  indirectly  con-, 
cerned  with  the  facts  or  circumstances  leading  to. 
the  shameful  capitulation,  at  Detroit,  to  suspend  our 
opinion  until  a sufficiency  of  light  was  afforded  to 
chase  away  the  doubts  aud  shadows  that  rested  on 
the  strange  transaction.  But  doubt  has  resolved, 
itself  into  'Certainty — we  no  longer  hesitate  to  join  in 
opinion  with  the  whole  people  of  the  west,  “ of  every 
sleet  or  persuasion,  religious  or  political,”  that  the 
army  at  Detroit  was  treacherously  surrendered  ; and 
that  general  Brock,  instead  of  general  Hull,  ought  to, 
have  been  the  prisonei*..  This  idea  is  powerfully  en- 
forced by  many  private  letters  from  gentlemen  of  the 
first  respectability  in,  the  state  of  Ohio,  who  had- 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  verity  and  strength  of 
the  opinion  advanced  ; but  the  detail  by  colonel  Cass 
(see  page  37)  is  conclusive — it  is  besides  supported 
by  a host  of  testimony  in  all  the  substantial  facts  it. 
exposes. 

These  premises  admitted,  and  we  cannot  perceive 
how  they  are  to  be  refitted,  imperiously  call  us  to, 
watchfulness  and  vigilance.  Gen.  Hull  went  into  the 
army  with  high  popularity— so  did  * Arnold, that,  both 
were  purchased  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe. 
Who'  then  shall  resist  the  powerful  influence  of  Bri- 
tain ?■ — Thus,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  she  at- 
tempted to  purchase  every  man  worth  possessing — 
to  every  distinguished  patriot  she  offered  the  accurs- 
ed price  of  treachery; — for  the  truth  of  this  we  ap- 
peal to  the  journal  of  the  old  congress,  and  to  the 
living,  testimony  of  many  grey-headed  men  who.  in- 
dignantly spurned  at  the  ignominious  propositions  of 
the  “•  mother  country.”  It  is  tlie  favorite' means  by 
which  Great  Britain  fights  on  the  land  ; and  the  un-. 
counted  millions  of  her  secret  service  money,  squan- 
dered on  harlots  and  rogues,  at  heme  and  abroad, 
in  ay  give  an  idpa  of  her  exertions  in  this  way.  A 
great  deal  has  been  spent  in  America,  among  the  na- 
tive white  as  well  as  red  men. 

Cel.  Cass’s  statement  will  make  every  honest 
man’s  blood  boil  with  indignation-r-it  will,  teach  him 
the  absolute  necessity  of  rallying  round  the  standard 
of  the  republic,  so  meanly  and  treacherously  assailed 
— attacked  at  once,  by  insidious  foes  within  as  well 
as  from  without — savages  of  various  complexions. 
Urged  by  this  sensibility,  the  nation  has  rushed  to 
arms ; and  Great  Britain  and  her  friends  will  find 
too  late,  that  “honesty  is  the  best  policy” — for  the  de-*- 
termination  of  the  people  to  avenge  the  treachery 
will  prove  irresistable.  Thill’s  surrender  will  drive 
into  the  field  at  least  20,000  patriots  who  might  have 
viewed  the  war  with  comparative  indifference,  had  it 
been  fairly  waged. 

In  the  official  details  (hot  a word  has  yet  been  re-, 
ceived  from  gen.  Hull  Jr  the  leading  facts  are  inserts 
pd — the.  following  incidents  are  gathered from  other 
sources  apparently  worthy  of  credit — 

A letter  from  LewistoWit  Niagara  river  says-r- 
“ 'f  ile  British,  officers  that  have  crossed  in  a flag,  ex- 
press their  astonishment  that  Hull  should  have  sur- 
rendered in  a manner  so  disgraceful  to  the  American 
flag.  It  is  also  said  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  dif- 
ficulty he  could  be  kept  from  the  indignation  of  his 
soldiers  who  attempted  to  use  violence  to  bis  person,” 

Another  letter  to  a gentleman  at  Pittsburgh  fvopa 
Obio3  decJiU’t'A  thxii  when  softie  of  the  American 
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Wfiicers  were  complaining'  of  their  unfortunate  disas-  | The  Spirit  of  the  Nation 

ter,  gen.  Brock  said— “ we  despise  the  man  but  \ completely  aro(lsed  by  the  shameful  ' surrender 
make  use  of  the  traitor.  j cf  general  Hull.  The  whole  western  country  is  in  a 

When  ccA.JW Arthur*  s sword  was  demanded  he  broke , fj  a,ne  of  patriotic  resentment.  The  back  countie;.! 


it  into  three  pieces,  tor* 


g the  most  honorable  ex-* 


re  his  epaulets  from  his  shoul-  j 0f  Pennsylvania,  are  making1 
tiers  and  stamped  them  on  the  ground,  and,  overcome  j ertion  to  redeem  the  character  of  our  country.  Vo- 
witlv  mortification,  threw  himself  upon  the  erath  and ! lunteer  companies,  having  in  their  ranks  the  most 
wept.  His  brave  spirit  will  have  satisfaction  for  this  distinguished  citizens,  members  of  congress,  gene- 


outrage  upon  it. 


nils,  colonels,  and  other  officers  of  the  militia, 


The  state  of  the  Canadians,  who  joined  the  Amc-  rolling  to  the  frontiers,  in  force  sufficient  to  look 
n standard,  was  dreadful,  no  provision  was  made  down  opposition,  if  duly  supplied  with  the  munition* 


ric 

for  them.  They  Were  abandoned  to  the  gallows,  and 
it  was  expected  that  50  or  60  of  them  would  be  hung 
bv  the  British.  One  of  them,  said  to  be  a man  of 
great  wealtli  and  consequence,  blew  Out  his  brains 
in  the  streets  of  Detroit,  on  being  assured  of  the 
surrender.  Other  cases  of  a similar  nature  are  men- 
tioned. 

Among  the  cannon  so  basely  given  up  were  the 
brass  pieces  so  bravely  won  by  Stark  at  Bennington  ! 

The  foot  of  paying  for  scalps  at  six  dollars  each, 
seems  clearly  established.  Col.  Elliott  our  old  friend, 
long  famous  for  his  influence  with  the  savages  and, 
perhaps  the  chief  cause  of  all  the  murders  on  pur 
frontiers,  has  given  great  encouragement  to  the  In- 
dians to  persevere.  We  trust  however  that  the  pow- 
erful forces  collected,  and  collecting,  will  break  up 
‘this  horrible  alliance  of  pretended  Christians  with 
virtual  devils,  brothers  in  assasination.  The  em- 
ployment of  these  ‘s  horrible  hell  hounds  of  ■war1’  as 
the  indignant  That  ham  called  them,  must  be  preven- 
ted by  extermination.  Britons  found  fighting  in  ho- 
norable combat,  we  hope  will  be  treated  with  the 
utmost  tenderness  compatible  with  the  safety  of  their 
persons  ; but  every  one  taken  by  the  side  of  a savage 
should  be  put  to  instant  death.  Partial  evil  is  some- 
times general  good,  and  violent  diseases  demand  vi- 
olent remedies. 


of  war,  for  which  the  most  energetic  measures  have 
been  adopted.  An  army  of 400U  men  was  collected 
at  Urbanna , on  the  25th  ult.  expresses  had  been  sent 
out  in  all  directions  for  cannon,  &c.  and  in  a few 
days,  it  was  expected,  that  nearly  10,000  men,  com- 
pletely equipped,  would  rendezvous  in  the  frontier 
towns  of  Ohio,  and  immediately  march  to  Detroit, 
under  the  command  of  Harrison,  Winchester  and 
Payne.  We  have  now  no  fears  for  the  safety  of  pa- 
triotic Ohio — the  merciless  Indian,  with  his  mere 
cruel  principal,  will  be  brushed  away  by  the  besom 
of  destruction.  The  posts  so  disgracefully  lost,  will 
be  regained,  and  the  flag  of  the  United  States  float  a 
second  time  in  Canada  before  the  present  month  ex- 
pires. The  ways  of  Providence  are  inscrutable  ; ap- 
parent ills  are  oftentimes  real  blessings  ; and  the 
strange  conduct  of  general  Hull  may  lead  us  the  di- 
rect road  to  success.  Our  letters  from  the  westward 
are  of  ti  e most  cheering  nature.  The  people  of  all 
descriptions  have  seized  their  arms ; and  are  deter- 
mined to  use  them  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  their 
country.  Let  them  have  a leader  of  honor  and  ca- 
pacity, and  the  downfal  of  Malden,  with  the  subju- 
gation of  all  Upper  Canada,  is  immediate  ; the  wil- 
derness, the  scene  of  savage  barbarity,  shall  howl 
with  the  groans  of  the  murderers,  in  just  retribu- 
tion for  their  crimes. 


The  following  paragraphs  are  extracted  from  the 
Albany  Register  given  on  the  credit  of  officers  in  the 
army  of  the  N.  W. — 

“ A private  of  the  Ohio  militia  was  slightly  wound- 
ed, and  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians.  He  was  car- 
ried by  them  within  a few  rods  of  Fort  Malden — and 
there  in  presence  of  the  British  surrounded  by  the 
Indians,  and  tortured  in  the  most  barbarous  manner. 
He  was  finally  dispatched  by  a squaw  (more  merci- 
ful than  the  rest)  who  plunged  a tomahawk  in  his 
brains.’1’ 

“ A British  officer,  with  two  savages,  came  up  to 
lieutenant  Goodwinn,  of  the  4th  regiment,  and  wit- 
nessed the  exhibition  of  American  Scalps,  with  all 
the  frantic  grimaces  of  which  these  sons  of  Moloch 
ze  capable,” 

“ Capt.  Fuller  of  the  4th  regiment,  while  walking 
on  the  green  skirting  the  road,  to  avoid  the  dust, 
was  accosted  by  a British  major,  Sammons,  “ Take 
the  middle  of  the  road  or  I'll  heio  you  down,  you  d — d 
Yankee  rascal?* 

“ Capt.  Shelling,  who  behaved  so  valiantly  at 
Tippac.anoe,  and  since,  at  the  engagement  near 
Brownston,  was  also  treated  in  the  most  brutal  man- 
ner. When  he  applied  for  permission  to  speak  to 
his  lady  (with  whom  lie  had  been  connected  only  a 
few  days)  and  render  her  some  attentions — he  was 
tauntingly  refused,  was  turned  into  the  ranks,  and 
subjected  to  every  indignity.  Capt.  Snelling  observ- 
ed to  them  that  he  was  in  their  power,  and  expected 
not  such; cowardly  insult  when  disarmed  ; but  hoped 
-again  to  meet  them  at  the  head  of  his  company,  and 
have  the  honor  of  again  driving  them  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  as  h*s  dnl  a lev/  clays  before  m the  Woods 
of  Brownston.” 


Tiie  City  of  Baltimore. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  has,  lately,  been  made  sa 
much  the  subject  of  animadversion,  that,  we  pre- 
sume, it  will  not  be  thought  uninteresting  to  take  a 
slight  review  of  its  rise  and  progress  to  its  present 
importance.  The  first  attempts  to  build  a town  oil 
the  Patapsco,  it  appears,  were  made  by  a few  plan- 
ters in  the  year  1745  ; but,  from  whatever  cause  the 
failure  proceeded,  so  little  progress  had  been  made 
in  the  accomplishment  of  their  design,  that  twenty- 
years  thereafter,  to  wit,  in  1765,  the  number  of 
! houses- which  had  been  put  up,  did  not  exceed  ffty  ; 
and  one  brig  constituted  the  whole  shipping  of  the 
place. 

There  is  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  the  history  of 
any  country,  certainly  not  in  that  of  the  United 
States’,  an  instance  of  such  rapidity  of  growth  and 
improvement,  as  has  been  manifested  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  during  the  last  thirty  years.  In  ’the 
course  of  that  short  period, it  has  been’ raised  from  ab- 
solute insignificance,  to  a degree  of  commercial  im- 
portance, which  has  brought  down  upon  j%.  the  envy 
and  the  jealousy  of  all  tiie  great  cities  of  the  union. 
In  1/90  the  population  of  the  town  of  Baltimore, 
amounted  to  13,500  souls,  and  in  l?'96  tli^v  obtained 
an  act  of  incorporation,  with  such,  restrictions  and 
limitations,  however,  as  render  it  necessary  to  re  - 
fer, even  the  most  common  questions  of  internal  po- 
licy, to  the  decision  of  the  state  legislature  ; the 
mayor  being  invested  with  no  further  pov. or,  in  ad- 
dition to  these  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  which  by  vir- 
tue of  his  office  he  was  declared  to  be,  than  that  of 
enforcing  the  execution  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city 
council,  vviuch  are  much  more  confined  m -their  lath- 
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tucle  than  those  o£  almost  any  other  corporation.  In 
1800,  the  population  had  increased  to  25,614 ; and  by 
the  census  for  1810,  it  appears  that  t!ie\city  and  pre- 
cincts contain  a population  of  47,555  souls  ; having 
In  twenty  years,  more  than  trebled  their  number.  The 
extent  and  value  or  its  shipping  have  increased  in  the 
same  rapid  proportion.  In  1790  the  whole  tonnage 
of  die  district  amounted  to  lio  more  than  13,566 
tons  ; in  1798,  to  59,837 ; in  lt'05,  to  72,210  ; and  on 
the  3 1st  December,  1810,  according  to  the  official 
report  from  the  treasury  department,  it  had  increas- 
ed to  the  extraordinary  amount  of  103,444  tons.  Thus 
It  will  be  seen,  that,  in  point  of  commercial  import- 
mice  it  occupies  tile  fourth*  and  in  point  of  size  and 
population  the  third  place  among  the  cities  of  the 
union.  The  'advantages-  it  possesses  by  nature  are 
well  calculated  to  ensure  a progressive  prosperity. 
It  is  situated  about  twelve  miles  from  “ one  of  the 
largest  bays  in '■fche  known  world,”  on  the  north  side 
of  t^ie  Patapsco  river,  which  affords  at  all  times  a 
secure  and  commodious  harbor.  The  principal  part 
of  the  city  is  built  around  what  is  called  the  basin, 
into  which  vessels  of  200  tons  burthen,  may  freely 
enter ; those  of  a larger  size,  discharge  their  cargoes, 
and  for  the  most  part  lay  at  Fell’s  Pointy  a portion  of 
the  city  which,  though  included  in  the  corporation, 
is  in  some  measure  detached  from  the  other  parts, 
by  a stream  of  water  which  runs  through  the  city, 
called  Jones’  Falls,  as  well  as  by  an  interval  of  va- 
cant lots.  This  vacant  interval,  however,  is  daily 
lessening,  and  when  Pratt-street,  together  with  two 
parallel  streets  to  the  south,  shall  be  completely 
opened  ; (for  the  accomplishment  of  wh  ich  important 
object,  a special  law  wa$  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature ;)  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that,  in  a 
few  years  more,  the  Town  and  Point,  as  they  are  now 
distinguished,  will  he  connected  by  an  uninterrupt- 
ed chain  of  buildings. 

The  situation,  partic  ularly  of  the  busy  parts  of  the 
town,  is  for  the  most  part  low  ; ma'nyof  the  houses 
being  built  upon  ground  recovered  from  the  domi- 
nion of  the  water.  But  no  disadvantages  have  been 
found  to  arise  from  this  circumstance,  with  respect 
to  tire  health  of  tire  inhabitants  : At  least,  epidemics 
prevail  .here,  as  seldom  as  m any  other,  city,  on  the 
continent.  The  surrounding  country  rises  by  gradu- 
al acclivity  on  every  side,  affording  some  of  the 
most  extensive  and  delightful  prospects  that  can  be 
imagined.  Owing  to  some  local  prejudices,  the  coun- 
try eastward  of  the  city,  throng'll  which  passes  the 
great  road  of  communication  from  one  extremity  to 
thy  other  of  the  continent,  is  neither  so  thickly  set- 
tled, nor  consequently  so  well  cultivated,  as  that  to 
the  westward  and  northward.  The  latter  is  every 
where  interspersed  with  gentleman’s  summer  seats, 
displaying  atMLlie  sams  time, elegant  specimens  ofar- 
chitec  rural-  taste,  and  the  most  improved  state  of 
cultivation. 

The  public  buildings  of  the,  city  are  numerous 
and  well  constructed.  The  new  court  house  is  an 
immense  edifice,  containing  separate  apartments, 
handsomely  disposed,  for  the  civil,  criminal,  admi- 
ralty, and  orphans*  courts  ; large  and  spacious  cham- 
bers for  the  juries,  and  the  various  officers  attached 
to  the  different  courts.  The  Union  Bank  : the  Bal- 
timore College  : the  Medical  College,  ,a  superb  edi- 
fice lately  erected,  calculated  for  the  accommodation 
of  five  hundred  students,  and  containing  appropriate 
apartments  for  every  branch  of  science  : St.  Mary’s 
College  and  Cliapel,  the  last  of  which  is  the  neatest 
building  in  America,  and*  perhaps  inferior  to  few  in 
Europe  ; it  is  a pure  specimen  of  the  Gothic  archi- 
tecture, designed  and  planned  by  one  of  the  first  ar- 
tists in  the  country — the  same  gentleman  is  now  en- 
gaged in  superintending  the  erection  of  a building 


for  the  Commercial  and  Farmers’  Bank  of  Baltimore  ; 
The  Theatre  lias  been  lately  pulled  down,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a larger  and  more  superb  build- 
ing upon  the  same  scitc  : the  Jail -and  state  Peniten- 
tiary both  in  elegance  of  appearance  and  solidity  of. 
workmanship,  are  surpassed  by  few  buildings  of  the 
same  description  in  the  United  States  : the  churches 
[■for  the  various  religious  sects  are  numerous,  and 
! many  of  them  are  large  and  elegant. 

1 There  are,  besides,  m..ny  magnificent  private 
houses,  which  furnish,  at  once,  proofs  of  the  distin- 
guished taste  and  opulence  of  their  owners.  Among* 
these  may  be  mentioned  the  dwellings  of  Mr.  Bor- 
man, Mr.  Oliver,  gen.  Smith,  Mr.  GlLmor,  Sec.  It  is 
matter  of  regret  to  those  who  consider  the  reputation 
of  a city  as  connected  with  its  external  appearance^ 
that  these  buildings  as  well  as  most  of  the  public 
ones,  which  are  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention  and 
excite  the  admiration  of  the  beholder,  are  so  situated 
as  to  be  entirely  out  of"  view  from  the  great  thorough- 
fare of  the  citv  ; and  are  therefore  unseen,  except 
by  those  strangers  and  travellers,  who  remain  long 
enough  in  the  city  to  explore  its  unconnected  and. 
irregular  streets. 

Every  part  of  the  city  is  now  supplied  with  water, 
which  is  taken  from  Jones’  falls,  about  a mile  above 
the  city,  by  means  of  an  open  canal,  into  a reservoir 
at  the  head  of  Calvert-street ; whence  it  is  conveyed 
through  pipef,  by  the  aid  of  another  reservoir,  to 
the  highest  point  of  the  city,  where  it  is  collected 
into  one  grand  reservoir  and  thence  distributed,  with- 
out the  expensive  aid  of  steam -machinery,  to  the 
most  elevated  streets.  The  company  to  v/hose  en- 
ter prizing  exertions  the  city  is  indebted  for  this 
greatest  of  all  blessings,  was.  incorporated  by  act 
of  assembly,  in  1805,  with  a capital  of  $250,000. 
So  great  was  the  demand,  at  o he  time,  for  the  stock 
of  mis  company,  that  shares  were  sold  at  more  than 
nine  hundred  per  cent,  above  par  ; which  produced  a 
scene  of  speculation,  for  a few  days,  almost  equal  to 
the  great  South  Seath  bubble  in  England.  That  part 
of  the  city  denominated  Fell’s  Point , where  the  water 
of  the  pumps  was. rarely  found  pure,  has  been  lately 
supplied  .with'  spring  water  of  the  best  quality,  by 
the  liberal  and  spirited  exertions  of  two  individuals — 
Messrs.  Jos'eph  and  James  Biays ; so  that  every  family 
have  it  in  their  power,  at  a very  moderate  expense, 
to  furnish  themselves  with  this  indispensable  requi- 
site to  the  enjoyment  of  health.  The  “ city  spring,” 
as  it  is  called,  was  purchased  by  the  corporation  in 
1810,  together  with  the  lot  on  which  it  stood,  and 
has  been  since  wailed  up,  and  covered  with  a neat 
circular  building ; the  ground  handsomely  laid  out, 
and  planted  with  trees  of  the  most  rare  and  curious 
species  ; a small  gothic  structure  of  stone,- erected  for 
the  accommodation  of  a man  employed  to  keep  the 
whole  in  order;  and  the  lot  enclosed  with  alight 
railing*.  This  beautiful  spot  is  resorted  to  from  almost 
every  part  of  the  city,  and  so  much  is  the  water 
esteemed  for  its  purity,  that  a man  has  for  many 
years  found  himself  profitably  employed  in  carting 
it  about  the  city  for  sale. 

The  improvement  of  the  roads  and  bridges  through- 
out the  state,  which'  were  long  a serious  obstacle  to 
the  extension  of  our  interior  trade,  is  now  rapidly 
advancing  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  legisla- 
ture. There  are  four  turnpikes  leading*  from  the 
northern  and  western  parts  of  the  city,  affording  a 
facility  of  intercourse  with  one  of  the  richest  hack 
countries  in  the  world.  These  turnp.kes  have  been 
ail  commenced  within  the  last  ten  years  ; and  one  of 
them  now  extends  almost  to  the  western  extremity 
of  the  state.  An  immense  capital,  which  is  daily  in- 
creasing, is  employed  in  the  establishment  of  various 
manufactories  ; and  for  tbc  better  promotion  of  the 
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■patriotic  objects  of  these  establishments,  several  as- 1 
sociations  are  firmed  for  the  express  purpose  of  re-j 
commending’,  encouraging,  and  disposing  .of  their 
several  productions.  More  than  1700  persons  asso- 
ciated together  in  1809,  for  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures,  agreeing  to  wear  nothing 
biit  the  produce  of  their  own  country.  The  ‘ Union 
Manufacturing  Company’  have  a capital  of  1.000,000 
of  dollars,  and  give  employment  to  more  than  forty 
poor  families,  comprising  at  least  the  number  of 
500  persons.  There  are  two  other  very  respectable 
establishments  for  manufacturing  cotton,  with  ano- 
ther for  wool,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  ; whose  in- 
crease in  manufactures,  in  their  various  branches, 
has  been  as  rapid  as  the  growth  of  its  population. 

The  value  of  the  interior  trade  to  Baltimore  may 
be  estimated  by  the  annual  amount  of  exports  or 
domestic  produce.  The  amount  for  the  last  year 
exceeded  four  millions  of  dollars.  Possessing  so 
many  natural  advantages,  with  a population  capable 
of  appreciating  them,  and  sufficiently  enterprising 
to  seize  upon  eveiy  occasion  of  improving  them,  it 
is  by  no  means  wonderful,  that  our  city  should  have 
become  an  object  of  envy  and  of  jealousy,  and  our 
citizens  the  theme  of  calumnious  abuse.  Many, 
even  of  the  citizens  of  Maryland,  led  away  by  chime- 
rical fears,  of  the  growing  influence  of  the  city  in 
the  general  concerns  of  the  state,  have  freely  parti- 
cipated in  the  indulgence  of  these  hostile  passions. 
And  losing*  sight  of  the  immense  advantages  they 
possessed,  in  having*  a market  for  the  sale  of  all 
their  productions,  easy  of  access  by  land  or  water, 
and  situated,  as  nearly  as  possible  in  a common  cen- 
tre, they  have  joined  in  all  the  virulence  of  invec- 
tive, heaped  upon  our  devoted  city  from  every  quar- 
ter. These  unnatural  and  inimical  feelings  are  chief- 
ly to  be  ascribed  to  the  unwearied  efforts  of  a certain 
set  of  men,  to  drag  into  the  overwhelming  vortex 
of  political  strife,  every  subject  of  difference  of 
opinion,  however  local  or  trivial. 

It  was  not  our  intention  to  have  added  any  thing, 
to  what  has  already  been  said,  concerning  the  late 
melancholy  occurrences  in  our  city  ; but  we  cannot 
forbear,  in  this  place,  to  caution  our  distant  fellow- 
citizens,  against  lending  a too  credulous  ear  to  the 
many  fabrications  in  daily  circulation,  in  form  of 
‘ extracts  of  letters  from  Baltimore,  &c.’  Some  of  the 
falsehoods  thus  propag’kted,  are  too  ridiculous  to  de- 
serve or  to  require  contradiction,  while  others,  wrap- 
ped up  in  dark  hints  and  inuendoes,  ingeniously 
calculated  to  entrap  the  attention*  of  the  unsuspi- 
cious, have  had  the  effect  cf  producing  impressions, 
hostile  to  truth  and  prejudicial  to  the  reputation  and 
character  of  the  city.  Thus  the  design  of  the  ene- 
mies of  our  prosperity,  whether  residing  in  Phila- 
delphia, or  elsewhere,  is  partially  accomplished ; the  I 
credit  lost  to  Baltimore,  reverts  to  them. 

The  ordinary  course  of  justice  has  been  represent-' 
ed  as  impeded,  by  a fearful  subjection  to  the  will  of  j 
a mob.  It  lias  been  said,  and  unblushingly  repeated! 
from  one  end  of  the  union  to  the  other,  that  the  grand  [ 
inquest  of  the  county,  deterred  from  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  their  station,  had  demanded  and  ob-; 
tained  the  dissolution  of  the  court.  That  the  re- 
spectable-citizens of  all  parties  had  abandoned  their 
homes  with  alarm,  and  left  the  city  to  the  unre- 
strained depredations  of  French  and  Irish  ruffians. 
That  the  mayor,  attorney-general  and  brigadier-gen- 
eral, so  far  from  discovering  any  disposition  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  were,  in 
fact,  the  ringleaders  and  abettors  of  every  riotous 
and  ’ disorderly  movement.  That  Baltimore  was  a 
new  Sodom  ; that  the  barriers  of  property  were 
broken  down  ; that  the  post-office  was  closed  ; and 
that  no  decent  man,  who  valued  his  life,  would  dare 


venture  into  the  streets.  All  this  and  more  has  the 
city  of  Baltimore  borne,  with  silent  patience.  It 
bos  trusted,  and  it  still  trusts,  that  the  unremitted 
discharge  of  all  the  civil  functions  of  its  officers  ; 
the  unintermpted  session  of  the  grand  jury  and  of 
the  criminal  court,  for  nearly  three  months ; the 
unresisting*  acquiescence  of  the  people  in  their  judi* 
cial  decisions  ; the  unattempted  safety  of  the  post- 
office  ; and  the  perfect  order  and  quiet  which  have 
remained  unbroken,  since  the  28th  July  : will  furnish 
to  the  world  the  most  unequivocal  evidence  of  the 
design  of  its  enemies,  and  the  b;  se  effrontery  with 
which  they  have  fabricated  the  most  unfounded  lies, 
to  suit  their  purposes. 

It  has  suited  die  views  of  the  persons  above  allud- 
ed to,  for  many  years,  to  represent  this  city  as  the 
<f  head-quarters  of  mobocracy” — as  a place,  at  all 
times,  under  the  control  of  a mob  ; and  hence,  the 
public  mind  was  duly  prepared  to  receive  the  most 
terrible  representations  of  the  state  of  society  here. 
For  nearly  seven  years  I have  resided  in  Baltimore, 
and  until  the  destruction  of  the  office  of  the  Federal 
Republican  in  Gay-street,  in  June  last,  never-saw  any 
thing  like  a mob,  unless  the  futile  attempt  of  a few 
individuals  to  tar  and  feather  and  impudent  and  mis- 
erable wretch,  4 or  5 years  ago,  could  be  so  termed 
—and  that  was  resisted  an  immediately  suppressed 
by  the  united  efforts  of  the  people.  Fifteen  thou- 
sand persons  assembled  to  b;  rn  the  gin  that  had 
paid  a tribute  to  England — this  was  zealously  cal- 
led a mob,  though  they  dispersed  with  as  much 
comparative  order  as  if  they  had  been  returning 
from  a church.  Six  thousand  men  met  together 
and  formed  the  most  splendid  procession  in  honor 
of  the  4tli  July,  that  ever  was  witnessed  : from  the 
beginning  of  time  to  the  present  day,  so  large  a body 
never  assembled  on  a similar  occasion,  and  returned 
to  their  homes  in  a more  orderly  manner  ; but  this 
also  was  culled  a mob.  Party  feelings  and  local  en- 
vy have  united  to  the  injury  of  Baltimore  ; though, 
heaven  knows,  we  have  no  design  to  palliate  the. 
doing’s  on  either  side,  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July. 
We  could  name  a city  in  which  more  fatal  enormi- 
ties have  been  committed,  the  mere  act  of  forcing 
the  jail  excepted — nay,  perhaps,  we  might  And  a pa- 
rallel case  of  that  nature,  in  a neighboring  state,  by 
which  many,  very  many,  lives  were  lost.  We  do  not 
wish  to  recriminate,  or  we  might  mention  an  instance 
wherein  five  or  six  houses  were  pulled  down  in  one 
night  in  a city  remarkable  for  its  peaceable  behavior. 
Such  things,  in  despite  of  every  effort  of  common 
prudence,  always  to  be  deplored,  will  sometimes 
happen  in  large  cities — and  hitherto,  though  Balti- 
more had  the  name  of  being  governed  by  a mob,  it 
was,  perhaps,  in  reality,  as  quiet  as  any  other  com- 
mercial town  of  its  size  in  the  world.  We  feel  hum- 
bled for  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  while  we  ex- 
press a full  belief,  that  several  persons  have  been 
employed,  on  day's  wages*  to  ride  through  several 
parts  of  Maryland,  but  particularly  through  some 
adjacent  counties  in  Pennsylvania , to  detail  and  re- 
tail the  most  horrible  falsehoods,  for  the  injury  of 
Baltimore  in  its  mercantile  and  political  character. 
Against  such  ungenerous  proceeding’s  nothing  can 
guard  us,  but  the  good  sense  of  the  people,  built  up- 
on the  true  state  of  things,  as  may  be  ascertained  by 
honest  enquiries,  which  we  desire  cverv  man  to  make 
for  himself. 

We  shall  only  add,  that  the  mayor  and  brigadier- 

* I have  not  made  this  remark  without  due  consi- 
deration. It  is  of  such  a nature  as  may  forever  re- 
main unsupported  by  positive  testimony- — but  from 
Yv  hat  I have  heard,  I cannot  account  for  the  proceed- 
ings of  certain  persons  on  any  other  supposition. 
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general,  who  have  been  so  much  abused,  are  two  of 
the  most  respectable  and  amiable  men  living1,  and  al- 
ways considered,  by  all  parties,  as  capable  of  honor- 
ing- any  company  they  pleased  to  associate  with, 
however  exalted  its  pretensions  to  gentility  might 
be.  They  have  been  universally  esteemed  as  men, 
and  never  had  any  other  than  political  enemies. — It 
is  useless  to  say  that  such  men  are  incapable  of  being 
concerned  in  the  horrible  crimes  they  are  said  to  have 
committed.  The  attorney-general,  better  known  to 
the  people  at  large,  may  safely  rest  iiis  good  fame 
upon  the  public  voice. 


Useful  Political  Table* 

From  JSTnemtmika. 

PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

George  Washington  elected,  . . . * . 1789 

— * re-elected,  . . . . 1793 

John  Adams  elected,  . 179.7 

Thfs'mas  Jefferson  elected,  ......  1801 

re-elected,.  . . . ..  . . 1805 

-James  Madison  elected,  . ...  . . . 1809 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

John  Adams  elected,  . . . . . * . ,*  1739 

re-elected,  .......  1793 

Thomas  Jefferson  elected, 1797 

Aaron  Burr  elected,  ........  1801 

George  Clinton  elected,  .......  1805 

re-elected,  . . ...  . ]809 

HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 
Alexander  Hamilton,  secretary  of  the  treasury  from  Sept.  10,  1739, 

[to  Jan.  31, 1795. 

Oliver  Wolcott,  do.  from  Feb.  1,  1795,  to  Dec.  31,  1800. 

Samuel  Dexter,  do.  from  Jan.  1,  1801,  to  May  6,  1801. 

Albert  Gallatin,  do.  from  May  14,  1801,  to  — — 

Thomas  Jefferson,  secretary  of  state,  from  March  22, 1790,  to  Dec. 

[31,1793. 

Edmund  Randolph,  do.  from  Jan.  1,  1794,  to  August  20, 1895. 
Timothy  Pickering,  do.  from  Dec.  10, 1795,  to  March  31,  1800. 
John  Marshall,  do.  from  May  13,  1800,  to  Feb.  3,  1801. 

Levi  Lincoln, (acting  as)  do.  front  March  5,  1301,  to  Mav  1,  1301. 
James  Madison,  do.  from  May  2,  1801,  to  March  3,  1809. 

Robert  Smith,  do.  front  March  6, 1809,  to  March  31, 1811. 

James  Monroe,  du.  from  Aprikl,  1811.  to 

Henry  Knox,  secretary  of  war,  from  July  1.1795.  to  Dec.  31,  1794. 
Timothy  Pickering,  do.  from  January  1, 1795,  to  Dec.  9, 1795. 
James  M‘Henry,  do.  from  Jan.  27,  1696,  to  May  31,  1800. 

Samuel  Dexter,  do.  from  June  1,  130C,  to  Dec.  31,  1800. 

He;  ;vy  Dearborn,  do.  from  March  5, 1801,  to  Feb.  16,  1809. 

William  Eustis,  do.  from  March  7,  1809,  to 

Benjamin  Stoddert,  secretary  of  the  navy,  from  May  21,  l798.to 

[March  31,1801. 

Robert  Smith,  do.  from  July  15,  1801,  to  March  5,  1809. 

Paul  Hamilton,  do.  from  March  6, 1809,  to — 

American  Prizes. 

(WEEKLY  LIST, CONTINUED  FROM  FADE  31.) 

164.  Ship  Elizabeth,  10  guns,  12  pounders,  from 
Jamaica  for  England,  laden  with  323  hlids.  sugar, 
someTierces  and  bbls.  of  do.  with  a quantity  of  coffee 
and  ginger,  &c.  sent  into  Charleston  by  the  Sarah- 
Ann  of  Baltimore,  after  a smart  action,  in  which  four 
men  were  wounded  on  board  the  ship,  and  two  on 
board  the  privateer. 

loo.  Schr.  James,  from  Porto-Rico  for  Martinique^ 
jn  ballast,  sent  into  Baltimore  by  the  Dolphin  of  that 
port.  The  Dolphin  had  destroyed  several  droggers. 

166.  Brig  Pursuit,  from  Poole  for  St.  Andrews, 
sent  into  Portland  by  the  Rapid  privateer. 

1 67.  Brig  Tay,  from  Dundee  for  Pictou,  N.  I),  sent 
into  do.  by  do. 

168.  Ship  Britain  a,  6 guns,  350  tons,  anew  vessel 
in  ballast,  from  Portsmouth,'  E- foV  Halifax,  sent  into 
, by  the  Thrasher  privateer. 

169.  Brig  Howe,  6 guns,  in  ballast,  from  Penzance 
for  Pic  toil, s en  t into  Portland  by  the  Dart, of  that  port. 

irO.  Br,g  Elizabeth,  of  Liverpool,  165  tons,  laden. 
with4  coal  and  salt,  sent  into  Newport,  li.  I.  by  the 
Do  c atur  private  er . 

171-  Ship  Jamaica,  of  Liverpool,  from  Jamaica 
bound  home,  burthen  365  tons,  carrying  7 guns  ami 
21  men,  richly  laden  with  sugar  and  other  West  In- 


dia produce,  sent  into  Baltimore,  by  the  High  fly  el*  e'f 
that  port. 

172.  Brig  Alert,  a sloop  of  war  of  20  guns,  captured 
by  the  Essex  .rigate.  [See  official  account,  page  41.] 

173.  Ship , from  Jamaica  tor  London,  sent 

into  Cape-Anm 

174.  Brig  King  George,  from  Liverpool  for  New- 
foundland, laden  with  salt— -sent  into  Boston  by  the! 
Essex  frigate: 

175.  Ship  — — , 14  guns  and  25 men, burthen  450 

tons,  laden  with  449  hiids.  sugar,  140  puncheons  of 
rum,  fkc.sent  into  Portland,  by  the  Revenge  privateer.' 

176.  Brig  Ocean,  7 guns,  26  men;  from  Jamaica  for 
Whitehaven,  laden  with  sugar  and  rum— sent  into 
New-York,  by  the  Saratoga  of  that  port. 


The  Chronicle. 

It  appears  that  the  POPE  has  been  brought  to 
Paris  from  Rome.  He  was  waited  upon  by  the  duke 
of  Cadore  and  some  of  the  bishops;  and  seems  to  bci 
treated  respectfully.  The  object  of  the  journey  is 
unknown.  But  it  is  said  that  Bonaparte  lias  intima- 
ted to  him  that  Paris  and  not  Ilomeps  to  be  consider- 
ed as  the  centre  of  Christendom. 

Lord  Cathcart  has  left  England  as  ambassador  ex- 
traordinary to  the  court  of  Russia. — It  is  stated  that 
a treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  between  Sweden 
and  Great  Britain,  signed  at  Qbrero,  has  actually 
been  received  at  Lord  Castlereagli’s  office. 

Lord  Wellington  is  stated  to  have  obtained  a gre;  t 
victory  over  Marmont  in  Spain— in  which  the  lat- 
ter lost  between  10  and  12,000  men,  in  killed,  wound- 
ed and  prisoners. 

We  have  nothing  of  importance  from  the  frontiers 
of  Russia.  A rupture  of  the  treaty  between  the 
Russians  and  the  Turks,  is  spoken  of— the  Grand 
Seignor  refusing  to  cede  an  inch  of  his  territory,  as 
was  provided  m the  preliminaries.  The  Russians, 
it  is  intimated,  have  received  advices  from  the  crown 
prince  of  Sweden,  for  the  regulation  of  the  campaign 
— which  is,  to  .avoid  a general  battle,  to  retreat  and 
harrass  the  enemy,  cut  off  his  supplies,  and  lay  waste 
the  country  they  pass  over. 

The  Russian  ships  in  the  Tagus,  surrendered  to‘ 
the  English  by  the  convention  of  Cintra,  have  been 
restored  agreeably  to  that  treaty.  They  consist  of 
nine  vessels  of  from  60  to  80  guns,  and  one  frigate. 

Tlie  prince  Regent,  it  is  said,  has  requested  the 
Princess,  his  wife,  to  be  less  frequent  and  less  parti-* 
cularin  her  visits  to  her  daughter. 

Every  branch  of  the  government  of  Vermont  is- 
republican,  by  greatly  increased  majorities. — The 
election  is  just  Over. 

Lamentable  accident. — The  powder  manufactory  of 
William  Lorman,  Esq.  on  Thursday  afternoon,  took 
fire  and  exploded  with  a tremendous  crash  which  was1 
heard  and  felt  by  several  persons  in  town — a distance 
of  five  miles.  The  fire  was  discovered  by  the  work-*- 
raen,  time  enough  to  admit  of  their  escaping  with-* 
out  injury.  We  understand  Mr.  Lorman  had  a con-* 
siderable  quantity  of  powder  on  hand,  to  supply  a 
contract  made  with  the  government;  and  that  hut 
loss  is  estimated  at  ^50,060.  , 

Tile  French  forces  on  the  frontiers  of  Russia  is  sai  l 
to  be  composed  of  100,000  Poles — 120,000  ti pops  of 
the  confederation  of  the  Rhine — 250,000  French — > 
50,000  Italian1^ — -90,000  Austrians,  and  30,000  Prus- 
sians—-'1‘otal  640,000  men.  The  Russians  are  great-' 
ly  inferior  in  point  of  numbers;  but  may  amount  io 
250,000. 

At  tiie  extra  session  of  the  legislature  of  South 
Carolina,  which  rose,  a -few  efin  s,  a resolution  vaf 
unanimously  adopted  approbatin'}  of  the  measures  of 
the  general  government  . 
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Secret  Journal 

OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES SO  FAR  AS  RE- 

LATES TO  FLOE T1U AN  AFFAIRS. 

Friday , June  19,  1812.— On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  President's  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  as 
relates  to  Spanish  American  colonies,  he  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorising  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
occupy  East  and  West  Florida,  without  delay. 

And  then  the  doors  were  opened. 

Monday , June  22.— On  motion  made  and  leave  given, 

Mr.  Mitchiil,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
President's  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  which  re- 
lates to  the  Spanish  American  colonies,  presented  a hill  authoris- 
ing1 the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  a tract 
of  country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory  and  of  the  state 
of  Georgia,  and  for  other1  purposes,  which  was  read  the  first  time— 
When 

A question  was  taken,  whether  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  bill 
required  secrecy, 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative— Yeas  71,  nays  44. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  members 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Bard,  Bassett.  Bibb,  Brown, 
Burwel!,  Butler, Calhoun,  Carr,  Clieves,  Cochran,  Clopton,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Findley,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson.  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  I.aeoek,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Maxwell,  Moore.  M‘Coy,  Mitchiil,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New1, 
New  ton,  Orqisby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Ringgold,  Rhea, 
Roane,  Roberts  Sage,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seyhert,  Sheffey,  Smilie,  G. 
Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Troup,  Turner,  Wiutehill, 
Winn,  Wright— 71. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Messrs.  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Breekenridge,  Brig- 
ham, Champion,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch, 
Gold,  Goldsborough,  Gray,  Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Lewis,  Macon,  Met- 
calf Milnor,  Moseley,  Newbold,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Richardson,  Midgel y,  Rodman,  Sammons,  Stanford, 'Sturges, 
Tagg.utaT racy,  Van  Cortlaudt,  Wheaton,  White,  Williams,  Wid- 
gerv,  Wilson — 44. 

The  said  hill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
committee  of  tile  whole  house  to-morrow. 

And  the  doors  were  then  opened. 

Thursday , June  25. — The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  house,  on  the  bill  authorising  the  President  to  take 
possession  of  a tract  of  country  lying  south  of  tlie  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory and  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  after 
sometime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  eba:r,  and  Mr. 
Lewis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  there- 
to, which  he  delivered  in  at  the  clerk’s  table,  where  it  was  again 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  house. 

Tin  question  was  t.Vn  taken  that  the  said  lull  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time, 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  70,  nays  48. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  members 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Black  ledge,  Brown.  But- 
ler, Calhoun, Carr,  Clay,  Cochran, Clopton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor.  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son, Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hull,  Harper,  Hyne- 
man, Johnson,  Kent,  King,  LaCoek,  Little,  Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell, 
Moore,  M'Coy,  M'Kim,  Mitchiil,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, Piper,  Ringgold,  Kht-a, Roane,  Roberts, 
Sage,  Seavc-r,  Sevier,  Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong. 
Taliaferro,  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehil),  Williams,  Widgery,  Winn, 
Wright.— 70. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Messrs.  Bacon,  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Breekenridge,  Brig- 
ham, Buvwell,  Champion,  Cheves,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport, 
Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Gobi,  Goldsborough,  Gray,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Jack- 
son,  Key,  Law1,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  M’Bryde,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Pear- 
sou,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Richardson, 
Ridgvly.  Rodman,  Sammons,  Seyhert,  Sheffey,  Stanford,  Stuart, 

St  urges,  Taggart,  Van  Cortlaudt,  Wheaton,  While,  Wilson — 48. 
Ordered,  That  die  said  bill  be  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  said  hill  was  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  according- 
ly—When 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ridgely,  that  the  same  be  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  ! 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative* 

You.  ill.  * 


The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass  ? 

And  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Orderded,  That  the  title  be  “ An  act  authorising  the  President 
to  take  possession  of  a tract  of  country  King  south  ofil.e  Mississiu- 
pi  territory  and  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  tor  other  purposes.” 
Mi-.  Mitchiil  and  Mr.  1 roup  were  appointed  a committee  to  car- 
ry  the  said  bill  to  the  senate,  and  inform  tin  that  tills  house  have 
passed  the  same  in  confidence*  and  request  their  concurrence 
therein. 

The  doors  were  then  opened* 

Friday,  J une 26.— A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  that  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  by  tltis  house  on  the  bill,  entitled 
'•  An  act  authorising  the  President  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of 
countiy  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory  and  of  the  state  of 
Georgia, and  for  other  purposes,”  together  with  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  imposed  upon  the  proceedings  on  the  said  bill,  be  taken 
on. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  said  motion. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ridgely,  that  the  house  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  tin  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested, 
it  in  his  opinion  it  be  compatible  with  the  public  interest, to  lay  be- 
fore this  house,  confidentially  or  otherwise,  full  information  of  all 
the  proceedings  that  have  been  had  under  and  by  virtue  of  ( lie  act 
of  congress,  entitled  “An  act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  niuV-r  certain  contingencies,' to  take  possession  of  the  coun- 
try lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia and  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  for  other  purposes,”  and  also 
conies  ofall  instructions  that  may  have  been  issued  by  the  executive 
branch  of  this  government  under  the  said  act. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  said  resolution, 

It  passetfin  the  affirmative— yeas  78,  nays  38. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  member* 
present, 

T hose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative, are 

Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Bacon,  Baker,  Bibb,  BigHow,  Black- 
ledge,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Breekenridge,  Brigham,  Burwt  11,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Cheves,  Chittenden,  Cochran,  Cooke,  Davis,  Dins- 
moor,  Emott,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Gray,  Hall, 
Hawes,  Hufty,  Johnson,  Kent,  Key,  King,  I.aeoek,  Law,  Lefevre, 
Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon, Maxwell,  M‘Bryde,  M‘Ivim,  Milnor,  Mitch- 
iil, Morrow,  Moseley,  Newbold,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Quincy.  Randolph,  Richardson,  Kidgely, 
Rodman,  Sammons,  Seyhert,  Sheffey,  Smilie,  Stanford,  Smart, 
Stow,  Strong,  Stuvges,  Taggart,  Taliaferro,  Tracy,  Troup,  Yau 
Cortlaudt,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson— 78. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Butler,  Carr,  M.  Clay,  Clopton,  Con. 
Hit,  Crawford,  Dawson,  Desha,  Earle,  Findley,  Gholson,  Green, 
Grundy,  Harper,  Hyneman,  Little,  Lyle,  Moore,  M;Coy,  Morgan, 
Nelson,  N«w,  Ormsby,  Ringgold,  Rtirei,  Roane,  Robert*,  Sage!  Sea- 
ver, Sevier,  Shaw,  J.  Smith,  Turner,  Whitehill,  Widgery.  Wright. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  said  resolution  do  pass? 
And  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  53,  nays  51. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  members 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Archer,  Bacon,  Baker,  Bibb,  IBigelow,  Blackledge, 
Bleecker,  Breekenridge,  Brigham,  Burwel!,  Calhoun,  Champion* 
Clievts,  Chittenden,  Cochran,  Cooke1,  Davenport,  Ely,  Emott, 
Fitch,- 'Franklin,  Gold,  Goldsborough’,  Hawes,, Jackson,  Key,  King, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lowndes.  Maxwell,  M‘Brvde,  Milnor,  Morrow,  Mose- 
ley, Newbold,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Pot;,  r,  Quincy, 
Randolph,  if.dgely,  Rodman,  Sammons,  Seyhert,  Shettey,  St  an  tun  I, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taliaferro,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlaudt,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilson— 53. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bin  Kr,  M.  Clay,  Clopton,  Con 
dit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Davis,  Dawson,  D!i:smoor,Earl,  Findley,  Fisk, 
Gholson,  Goouwyu,  Green,  B.  Hail,  O.  Hail,  Harp.  r.  11  vueman, 
Johnson,  Kent,  Lacock,  Littf.-,  Lyle,  Macon,  Moore,  M'Coy,  Mor- 
gan, Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper.  Ringgold,  Rhea.  Roane,  Ro- 
berts, Seaver,  Sevier,  Shaw,  Smilie,.!.  Smith,  Strong,  Troup,  Turn- 
er, Whitehill,  Williams,  Widgery,  Wright — 51. 

Air*  Riugciy  and  Mr.  Ringgoll  w.-i , ■ appointed  a committee  to 
present  tlu'  said  rtsolution.to  the  president. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 

Wednesday,  July  I,  1812. — Mr.  Ridgtiy  from  the  committee  a p 
pointed  on  the  2dth  ultimo,  to  present  a resolution  to  the  President  J 
of  the  United  States,  reported,  that  the  committee  had  performed' 
that  service,  and  that  the  President  answered  .that  a due  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  subject. 

A message,  in  writing,  was  then  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  secretary,  who  delivered  in  il»e 
oOine  and  withdrew. 
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The  se8d  message  was  read,  and  is  as  follows:  - .trol  our  commerce,  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  a complete 

[Here  follow  the  documents  inserted  In  the  Weekly  Register  subsewiencv  tO  Ilr'dish  Views  and  interests.  It  it  be 
No.  54, page  19.}  | I true  that  a free  commerce  be  a necessary  appendage 


Friday,  July  3 1812.-A message  was  received  from  the  senate  to  our  natiorfel  independence,  ?JKt.(next.  to  the  right 
-V  Air. Sfnitli,  of  Mirylaitd.aiul  ?dr.  Led>,  a comiiiittee  appointed  ..  er  . s 1 r V-  e,.,,  . 

->r  the  purpose  of  notifying'  he  house  that  the  senate  had  rejected  I seif-g©vcrR/nent)  oneofi.S  lliOSt  prCClOUS  n.  it  , 


by 

for  _ , . w . . . . „ . . t . 

the  bill, entitled “ an  act  authorising  the  president  to  take  posses-  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  present  conjimc- 
of  a tract  Of  c^rj^  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory  it  is  dlle  to  the  character  and  essential  to  the 

and  of  the  stifte  oi  Georgia,  and  for  other  purpose”  ' 1 * 

A iiit 

of  secrecy  be  removed  from  the  bill 
jected  by  the  senate,  entitled  “an  act  a 
take  possession  of  a tract  of  count  rv  lyi 


ms  then  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  that  the  injunction 
sent  from  this  house  and  re*- 


homing  the  president  to 
g south  of  the  Mississippi 


territory  and  of  the  state  of  Georgia",  and  for  other  purposes.’* 
Anri  on  the  question,  that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  theeonsi- 


mterests  of  this  union,  to  exert  its  strength  for  the 
j establishment  of  its  maritime  and  commercial  rights. 
Nor  need  v.re  entertain  any  apprehension  fer  the 


deration  of  the  said  motion. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — Yeas  22.  Nays  58. 

The  yeas  and  nays  feeing  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  members 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Archer,  Baker.  Bibb,  Bieecker,  Breckenridge,  Cooke, 
Golds  borough,  Hawes,  Lewis,  Macon,  Nelson,  P.  arson,  Rai.dolpSl 
Sammons,  Shelter,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Van  Cort- 
Jaiult,  WlicKton,  vVifiiauis. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bacon,  Blackledge,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Caw,  Cheves,  Ciopton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Dawson,  Desha, 


final  result  of  the  contest ; the  growing  resources  of 
our 'country,  and  the  gallant  spirit  of  our  country- 
men, afford  ample  pledges  of  its  successful  issue.— 
Already  our  legions,  by  a just  retaliation  for  the  vi- 
olation of  our  rights  on- the  ocean,  rre  preparing  tn 
cany  the  republican  banner  into  the  heart  ot  the 
enemy’s  continental  possession.  Meanwhile  let  us 
beware  lest  the  war  he  restored  on  our  shores  ; the 
situation  of  our  state,  whose  extensive  coast  becomes 
an  exposed  frontier,  should  rouse  our  vigilance  ; the 


Chews,  ciopton.  conuit,  erawiorci,  outts,  mawson,  juesua,  * ; , ' , _ ~ 

Diusnmor.  Earh-,  Pi.nl ley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  general  government  has  spared  no  expense  in  placing 
Green,  Grumty.B,  Hail,  o.  Hail,  Harper,  Hiiftv,  Hvneman,  Stent,!  the  posts  in  its  possession  in  an  adequate  state  ofde- 
KhK ' Un*’ Uu!c'  gigiSS'S;  fence  * but  after  all  it  has  done,  or  fill  be  able  to  do. 


easai 


tou,  PiC'keEs, 

Robcrtsl  Sevier,  Scybcrl  Shew,  Si.iilie,  J.  S.iiith,  Strong,  Talliaferro, 
Troup,  Turm  r,  tfhitcbill,  Widgery,  Wright.' 

Monday,  July  6,  1812. — On  motion  of  Air.  Bibb, 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy -so  far  as  concerns  “an 
acttdruabL*  ti»>:  president  of  the  United  States,  under  certain  con- 


much  must  be  left  to  our  own,  energies,  which  should 
be  exerted  to  extend  complete  protection  to  all  our 
coast  against  predatory  incursions  and  due  prepara- 
tion should  be  made  at  every  point  for  repelling 


tinge.neies,  to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the  river  attpek 

.Perdido,  and  south  of  the  state,  of  Georgia*  and  the  Mississippi  ‘ t*  » „ 3. 

IG  fwrftfth  r»f‘  .Tanimrv  ! SiTICO  tllC  cl0Cl3.USrtiOTl  OT  Well* 9 1*0^^1*0.111^  tllC  TIC- 


territory , and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  on  the  twelfth  of  January, j offlCft  ,tfl€  Cle 
out  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  “ a bill  authorising!  cessity  of  the  case  as  sufficient  justification  ; I have 
the  president  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of  country  lying  south!  __  . 1 n t 

of  the  Mississippi  territory  and  of  die  state  ofGeorgia,  and  for  other1' 0rdered.a  sma11  distribution  ot  arms  tO  the  effective 
purposes,”  passed  the  26th  of  June  hist,  and  the  proceedings  thereon,  I Companies  of.  militia,  \vIjt03C  stations  aie  OB  (lie  1110  St 
r<  spectively,  be  removed;  and  also  so  faras  routes  to  the  following]  exposed  points  of  OU 
letters  : two  from  the.  secretary  of  state  to  gen*  G.  Matthews,  one  **  1 

dated  the  26th  of  January, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 


and  the  other  the  fourth  of  April,  one.  thousand  eight  hunt! red  and 
twelve;  and  two  from  Air.  Monroe  to  general  D.  B.  Minhill,  one 
dated  the  tenth  of  April,  the  other  the  twenty-seventh  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


Legislature  of  South-Carolina. 


An  extra  session  of  the  legislature  of  South-Carolina 
was  convened  to  provide  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  militia,  and  other  important  purposes.  The 
following  is  an  extract  from  the  communication  of 
governor  Middleton , delivered  on  the  24th  ult.  at 
Columbia : 

“ Our  federal  and  state  constitutions  have  vested 
the  power  of  declaring  war  exclusively  in  the  general 
government,  and  have  given  it  special  control  over 
every  description  of  force  necessary  for  carrying  it 
the  spirit  of  our  polity  and  the  extent  of  our 


our  coast.  .1  have  also  authorised 
the  mounting  of  some  cannon, *the  purchase  of  a few 
commissary’s  stores, a small  contract  for  equipments, 
arid  the  making  up  of  some  tents  for  the  detachment 
in  actual  service  ; the  amount  of  all  which  will  be 
laid  before  you. 

ee  In  consequence  of  a representation  made  to  the 
general  government  that  the  state  had  not  provided 
the  means  of  arming  and  equipping  the  quota  she 
Was  called  on  to  furnish,  as  required  by  law,  I receiv- 
ed an  order  for  some  arms  and  equipments,  the  great-, 
er  portion  of  which  has  been  delivered  out  to  that 
part  of  the.^letachfriehtnow  in  actual  service. 

“ It  affords  me  satisfaction  to  state  that  cur  quota 
of  5000  men  was  organized  until  expedition  and  is 
composed  principally  of  volunteers.  In  many  cases 
the  draft  was  resorted  to  only  to  decide  who  should 
have  the  privilege  of  being  accepted  as  part  of  the 
quotah  in  some  instances,  officers  who  could  not  ob- 
tain commands  have  volunteered  as  privates.  The 


on : Yet 

territory  require,  when  war  is  declared  to  exist  by  ( military  ardor  of  our  citizens  hag  every  where  evin- 
J 1 — J*  J*'  ' ’ -•*---  * ■ the  country  i~“"' 


the  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  the  state  go- Iced  itsbif  bv  a readiness  to  sei 

,.,,1  J 1 4-1-v  X*.  , I T* 1 , i ■ 1 1 


vemments  should  yield  a faithful  and  entire  co-ope 
ration  in  ail  such  measures  as  may  have  a tendency 
to  insure  a successful  progress  and  termination  to' 


the  contest  in  which  the  union  is  eng’aged;  and  all 


its  members  are  bound  by  the  most  sacred  obligation 
to  furnish  every  aid  in  their  power,  as  well  to  miti- 
gate the  evils  of  war  to  our  own  citizens,  as  to  make 
it  effectual  against  the  enemy. 

“ Such  would  be  our  obvious  duty,  did  we  even 
doubt  or  disapprove  the  policy  of  the  war.  It  is  only 
by  a vigorous  prosecution  of  it,  that  it  can  be  brought 
to  an  honorable  and  advantageous  termination  ; op 


has  the 
the  camp 
trying  than  the  d 


leir  patriotism  been  shaken  by  the  sufferings  ot 
imp,  the  hardships  and  fatigues  of  which  (more 


gers  ox  battle)  are  horn  by  them 


position  to  the  measures  of  the  government,  if  effec- 
tual, must  paralise  its  - efforts,  and  tend  to  produce 
defeat  and  disgrace,  and  to  blast  the  further  hopes 
and  prospects  of  our  country — It  originates  in  the  in- 
dexible hostility  of  a government,  which  although 
defeated  in  its  plan  of  establishing  an  absolute  domi- 
nion over  our  continent  by  the  war  of  our  revolution, 
yet  has  of  late  years  vainly  believed  that  by  means  of 
.its  great  naval  superiority,  it  may  shackle"  and  con- 


without  a murmur.  Since  June  last  they  have  been 
exposed  with  very  insufficient  , accommodation,  to 
the  most  inclement  season  that  has  been  known  for 
years  past.  To  detail  their  suffering  'here  would  be 
unnecessary  ; a vepiesentation  from  the  officers  sta- 
tioned at  Haddril’s  Point  is  herewith  transmitted  ;■ — ■ 
Your  wisdom  will  best  dictate  m what  form  rebel 
shall  be  afforded  to  our  patriotic  defenders.” 


Poland. 


RE-ESTABXJ&KMENT  pi?  THE  KINGDOM  OF  POX  AND. 

GRAND  'DUCHY  OF  "WARSAW. 

Warsaw,  June  22.—' The  following  are  some  of  the 
details  respecting  the  opening  and  first  operations  of 
the  Diet : 

On  the  26th,  the  Senators,  the  Ministers,  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  the  Nuncios,  the  Deputies,  liis  excellcn- 
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cy  the  archbishop  of  Malines,  ambassador  of  his  ma- 
jesty the  emperor  .Napoleon,  assembled  at  the  palace 
in  the  halts  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  and  thence 
proceeded  along  the  Corridors  to  the  collegiate  church 
of  St.  Johns,  in  order  to  pray  to  the  God  of  Armies 
for  Jiis  assistance  in  the  grand  work  which  was  to 
be  the  object  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Diet.  His 
excellency  the  president  of  the  council  of  ministers, 
M.  Potocki,  was  stationed  near  the  throne,  surround- 
ed by  the  ministers  ; the  senators  placed  themselves 
in  the  stalls  of  the  canons,  the  Nuncios  and  the  De- 
puties on  the  benches  of  the  church.  His  excellen- 
cy the  archbishop  of  Maliu.es,  accompanied  by  the 
secretary  and  the  auditors  of  the  legation,  was  intro- 
duced by  his  excellency  the  prefect  of  Warsaw,  and 
took  his  place  between  the  throne  and  the  senators, 
on  the  right  of  the  altar.  A crowd  of  spectators 
filled  yie  church,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  veterans 
and  the  cadets  of  the  school  of  artillery  and  engi- 
neers, were  ranged  in  line.  His  excellency  the  sena- 
tor Oawrowski,  bishop  of  Crakow,  celebrated  mass. 
The  counsellor  of  state  Woloniez,  distinguished  for 
his  talents  as  an  orator,  pronounced  from  the  pulpit 
a discourse,  which  made  a most  lively  impression 
upon  the  whole  assembly.  After  Divine  service,  the 
senators  and  the  nuncios,  with  the  deputies,  returned 
to  their  respective  chambers.  His  excellency  the 
French  ambassador,  was  conducted,  with  the  whole 
of  his  suite,  to  the  principal  room  of  the  senators 
chambers. 

The  Marshal  of  the  Diet  invited  the  chamber  of 
Nuncios  to  follow  him,  with  a view  to  assemble  in 
the  senators’  chamber.  As  soon  as  they  arrived  there 
his  excellency  M;  Potocki,  called  prince  Czartorins- 
ki  to  administer  the  oath  to  him  near  the  throne,  and 
present  to  him  a marshal’s  staff.  When  these  forms 
were  gone  through,  prince  Potocki  proclaimed — “In 
the  name  of  the  King,  Duke  of  Warsaw,  I give  to 

prince  Czartorinski  permission  to  speak.” The 

speech  of  this  respectable  prince  was  heard  with  all 
the  interest  which  it  deserved.  Many  of  the  prin- 
cipal members  then  spok-  in  succession.  After  the 
harangue  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  marshal  of  the  Diet  announced  to  the  as- 
sembly, that  he  had  received  in  his  Capacity  of  mar- 
shal of  the  Diet,  a requisition,  signed  by  a certain 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Poland 
which  had  passed  under  the  dominion  of  Russia. — 
His  excellency  the  Secretary  of  the  senate,  read  this 
address,  the  substance  of  which  was,  that  in  the 
happy  circumstances  in  which  Poland  found  herself 
at  present  placed,  they  besought  the  Diet  in  the  name 
of  their  countrymen  who  were  groaning  under  the 
yoke  of  Russia,  to  use  its  mediation  with  Napoleon 
the  Great,  who  had  already  delivered  one  part  of 
Poland,  to  condescend  to  release  them  also  from  this 
«dious  yoke. 

Several  senators  delivered  their  sentiments  upon 
this  address.  His  excellency  the  senator  Wibvcki 
proposed  to  appoint  a deputation,  for  the  purpose  of 
deliberating  and  presenting  a project  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  president  of  the  council  of  ministers  de- 
clared, that  the  government  entertained  the  same 
sentiments  as  the  senate,  respecting  this  address,  had 
nominated,  in  the  king’s  name,  the  Members  of  this 
deputation,  whom  he  chose  from  the  senate,  the 
council  of  state,  that  of  the  ministers  of  the  chamber 
of  nuncios.  In  order  to  give  these  ministers  time 
enough  to  accomplish  the  business  with  which  they 
were  charged,  the  president  of  the  council  of  minis- 
ters adjourned  the  sitting  to  the  28th  of  June,  and  it 
was  in  that  sitting  that  the  re-establishment  of  the 
kingdom  of  Poland  was  decreed. 


Canada. 

The  following  historical  and  geographical  sketch  of 
Canada,  and  our  western  frontiers,  we  copy  from 
the  Essex  Register  published  in  Salem,  (Mass.) 
Quebec  was  established  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  at  the  time  of  the  landing  at  Plymouth 
had  in  it  about  50.  persons,  including  men,  women 
and  children.  In  the  year  in  which  the  Massachu- 
setts settlers  came  it  was  surrendered  to  the  crown 
of  England,  but  in  two  years'  it  was  restored  to 
France.  At  the  time  of  its  restoration,  Quebec  had 
a few  mean  houses  near  the  fort,  a few  cabins  were  in 
Montreal,  and  in  several  other  places  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence for  the  fishery,  and  these  were  the^ whole  set- 
tlements of  Canada.  At  the  restoration  of  Charles 
II.  to  the  crown  of  England,  the  French  were  ambi- 
tious to  comprehend  the  nature  of  their  possessions 
in  America,  and  during  the  republic  had  repeated 
hegociation  with  New-Er, gland.  In  1660  they  visi- 
ted both  Hudson’s  bay,  and  Lake  Superior,  and  soon 
after  the  Canada  company,  finding  the  English  in 
the  possession  of  the  Dutch  settlements  upon  Hud- 
son river,  gave  up  their  rights  to  the  king.  The 
forts  then  between  the  two  settlements  were  esta- 
blished, and  a new  division  of  the  settlement  begun, 
into  Canada.  Port  Royal  and  Arcadie,  and  the  two 
last  soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  It  was 
soon  after  this  event  in  1671,  the  Hurons  did  attempt 
to  settle  at  Michilimacanac,  according  to  Charlevoix; 
not  upon  the  island  on  which  the  fort  now  stands, 
but  upon  a point  of  the  continent  advancing  south- 
ward, opposite  to  another  which  projects  northward. 
After  this  set  dement  the  course  qf  the  Mississippi 
was  discovered  from  Canada,  by  passing  down  Mi- 
chigan into  the  Mississippi,  in  lat.  42,  in  June  1673, 
and  at  this  time  the  junction  of  the  Missouri  and 
the  Mississippi  was  discovered.  After  thix  discove- 
ry in  a few  years  the  claims  of  the  French  were  for 
a fourth  time  restored  to  them,  and  in  a few  years 
the.  fort  of  Niagara  was  built.  From  Niagara, 
Charlevoix  passed  lake  Erie  to  open  a communication 
between  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  He  crossed  Long  Point, 
upon  a portage  of  60  paces,  and  went  to  Detroit.-— 
From  the  entrance  of  Detroit  to  the  isle  of  St.  Clair, 
he  reckons  five  leagues,  and  in  passing  to  lake  Huron, 
he  found  the  strait  about  32  leagues  long,  and 
above  the  island  the  strait  opens  and  forms  a lake 
bearing  the  name  of  the  island,  about  six  leagues 
long,  and  in  some  places  as  wide.  After  leaving 
the  straits,  as  he  then  reckoned  sixty  leagues,  he 
came  to  Michilimacanac,  which  he  places  between, 
die  three  lakes  Hudson,  Michigan  and  Superior.-— 
Between  Huron  and  lake  Superior,  he  says  there  is 
a strait  of  22  leagues  embarrassed  with  rapids, 
which  do  not  prevent  the  passing  canoes.  He  then 
represents  Michilimacanac  as  an  island  at  the  extre- 
mity of  lake  Huron  about  4 miles  in  circuit,  to  be 
seen  many  leagues,  and  which  had  then  given  a 
name  to  all  the  country  around  it.  Two  other 
islands  lay  south  of  it,  and  one  of  them  is  5 leagues 
long,  and  the  other  smaher.  Easter  island  is  upoii 
the  left,  after  having  entered  lake  Michigan,  which 
he  entered  to  continue  his  passage  to  the  Mississippi, 
and  as  we  have  followed  him  thus  far,  we  may  con- 
tinue with  him  through  his  course,  noticing  only 
such  things  as  may  be  necessary  to  discover  liis 
route  to  the  modern  traveller. 

The  river  St.  Joseph  enters  Michigan  in  a south* 
ern  course  being  navigable  90  leagues  up,  and  the 
fort  is  up  the  river  at  half  this  distance  upon  an 
island  in  44  and  an  half  degrees  north.  Six  leagues 
above  the  fort  on  the  St.  Joseph,  he  passed  above-  * 
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league  the  TVaire  cle  la  tete  de  hocvd,  and  after  pass- 
ing another  league  he  comes  to  the  sources  of  the  ' 
Theuk.kh  Proceeding-  50  leagues  on  this- river  fponi 
its  source  he 'found  a lake,  but  as. die  river  opens  ii  , 
is  less  deep,  and  the  largest  stream  it  receives,  is 
the  Iroquois.  At  the  Forks  joins  the  Illinois  which  * 
after  GO  leagues  is  so.  smell  as  to  have  hardly  two 
feet  of  water,  while  the  'Dheakiki  a Lei’  lOOjcagries, 
is  here  a fine  river.  Below  the  forks  15  leagues,  the 
river  now  called  the  Illinois  is  deep  and  large,  ana. 
receives  many  streams  in  its  cQnree.  We-  need  not 
mention  the  passage  down  the  Mississippi,  as,  we 
have  later  descriptions.  All  ijbes<?.  numbers  may 
s rve  as  general  guides  till  the  country’  is  actually  . 
surveyed.  Such  it  appeared  to' this  learned  Jesuit 
four  score  years  from  our  "present  times,  and  thus 
this  enterprising  man  dared  to  pass  an,  uncultivated 
tract  iFQTti  Quebec  .to  New-Ov leans.  Later  discovery 
ries  have  shewn  that  in  the  spring  at  tlie  «o'uvccs  of 
the  rivers  which  pass  to  Michigan,  Qli-o  and  to-  Mis- 
sissippi, the  rise  of  the  waters  'has  rendered  the  car- 
rying places  of  canoes  almost  needless,  ^sq  easy  W it 
to  pass  from  the  waters  which  empty  at  these  diffe- 
rent places;  Mr.  Harris  in  his  tour  has  siiehvh  how 
the  voyage  might.be  accomplished  in  a much  shorter 
route,  r>  consequence  of  uie  discoveries  made  of  na- 
vigable waters.  Instead  of  entering  Detroit  river  in 
l it.  42,  the  traveller  may  pass  into  the  Miami  of  the 
h-.kes  and  so.ou  into  the  Wabash,  and  down  the  Wa- 
bash to  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  .The  Miami  he  5 
says  is  navigable  by  ^c^noos  ’’to  the, portage  which 
1 ads  to  the  Wabash.  It  is  said  in  the  time  of  Abe 
spring'.,  die  waters  of  the  rivers  which  meet  here 
are  united.  The  progress  of  our  army  in  thus  j-oUte 
t .,m  the  Wabash  to  Detroit,  will  give  us  a more  ex- 
act account  of  this  country,  a? ".it  vfilL  expose  it  to- 
the  enquiries  of  many  persons,  who  are  accurate 
observers  of  nature,  and  wrho  will  be  proud  to  dis- 
tinguish their  marches  through  this  country  by  com- 
munications-which  will  be  useful  to  posterity. 


The  Floridas. 

For  the  following  sketch,  containing  much  interest- 
ing matter,  we  are  indebted  to  the  Nashville 

(Ten.)  ‘‘Clarion.” 

To  tl  e year  1803,  when  the  violation  of  our  right 
of  deposit  at  New-Orleans  had  fixed  the,  attention  of 
the  general  government  upon  the  interest  of  the 
western  country,  a committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, of  whom  Dr.  Dickson  was  one,  .were  dl- 
l’ -cted  to  report  upon  the  propriety  .and  practicability 
of  annexing  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States.  Tlie 
report  submitted  on  that  occasion  presents  some 
views  extremely  interesting  at  the  present  moment, 
when  the  union  of  these  provinces  with  the  American 
states  is  on  the  point,  of  being  realized,  and  when  the 
necessit  y of  a water  communication  between  Tennes- 
see and  the  bay  of  Mobile,  is  felt  and  acknowledged 
bv  all  the  friends  of  their  country. 

The  report  describes  the  rivers  which  rising  in  the 
country  of  the  Cherokees,  and  traversing  tl\e  country 
inhabited  by  the  Creek  confederacy,  discharge  them- 
selves into  tlie  Mobile  bay.  “ In  these  fivers,  says 
the  repow,  tlie  eastern  parts  .of  Tennessee  are  deeply 
interested ; as  some  of  the  great  branches  of  the 
Mobile  approach  very  near  to  some  of  those  branches 
of  the  Tennessee  river  which  lie  above  tlie  Muscle 
Shoals.  Even  if  it  should  be  difficult  to  connect 
them,  vet  the  land  carriage  will  be  shorter,  and  tlie 
r rate  to  the  sea  more  direct,  dim  the  river  Tennes- 
see furnishes.  These  rivers  possess  likewise  an  ad- 
vantage which  is  denied  to  the  Mississippi..  As -their 
S'.uvcOs  are  not  m tlie  mountain,  and  their  course  is 
through  a level  country,  their  currents  are  gentle, 


and  tlie  tide  flows  ponskleritbly  above  our  boundary 
This  circumstance,  together  withkhe  depth  Af  water 
'which  many  of  them  afford,  render  them  accessible 
to  sea  vessels  ; and  ships  of  two  hundred  tons'  bur- 
then may  ascend  several  hundred  miles  into  life  heart 
of  cur  own  territory.  These  rivers, however,  which 
run  almost  exclusively  within  .our  own,  limits,  and 
which  it  would  seem  as,  if  nature  liad  intended  for 
our  own  benefit,  we  must  Lc  indebted  to  others  for 
the  beneficial  use  of, -so.  long  as  the  province  of  West 
Florida  shall  continue  bn  tlie  possession  of  a foreign 
nation.  If  the  province  of  West  Florida  weregs'uil 
an  independent  empire  it  would  beMhe  interest  of.it s 
government  to  promote  the  freedom  of  trade,  by  lay- 
ing open  the  mouths  of  rivers*  to  all  nations  ; this 
having  been  the  policy  of  those  nations  who  possess 
die  mouths  of  the  Rhine,  tlie  Danube,  the  Po,  the 
Tagus,  with  some  others.  But  the  jealousy  of  the 
colonial  spirit  will  not  admit  of  this  policy,  so  liberal 
inhtself,  and  so  reciprocally  advantageous  to  the 
citizens  of' the.  United  States  and  of  West  Florida.” 

The  report  then  speaks  of  East  Florida.  “ Though 
not  so  important  to  tlie  United  States*,  the  committee 
nevertheless  deemp its  acquisition  very,  desirable. 
From  its  junction  with  the  State  of  Georgia  at  the 
river  St.  Mary’s  it  stretches  nearly  four  hundred  miles 
into  the  sea,  forming  a large  peninsula  and  has  some 
vlry  'fine  harbors.  The  southern  point.  Cape  Florida, 
is  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the  Mivana, 
*n<$  the  possess ibn  of  it  may  be  beneficial  to  us  in 
relation  to  our  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  It  would 
likewise  make  our  whole  territory  compact,  would 
arid  considerably  to  our  sea  coast,  and  by  giving  us 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  our  southern  boundary, 
would  fender  us  less  liable  to  “attack  in  what  is  deem- 
ed the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the  union.”  The  re- 
port concludes1  with  stating : “ If  we  look  forward  to 
tlie,  free  use  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Mobile,  the  Apa- 
lachicola, and  the. other  rivers  of  the  west,  by  our- 
seJveS'  and  pur  posterity,  New-Qrleansomd  the  Flori- 
das must  becomb  a part. of  the  U:  States,  cither  ly 
purchase  or  by  conquest.” 

To  this  valuable  report  we  are  indebted  for  the 
acquisition  of  Is  e W -Orleans  and  tlie  free  navigation 
of  the  'Mississippi.  The  congress  of  1803  made  a 
great  stride  towards  securing  the  happiness  i-.nd  pros- 
perity of  the  western  country,  and  the  congress  of 
1812  has  undertaken  • to  follow  up  their  steps  and 
complete  their  work. 

No  part  of  thevnion  can  be  so  much  interested  in 
the  acquisition  of  West  Florida  as  the' state  of  Ten- 
nessee. To  the  eastern. section,  of  the  state  the  ire 
Vers  of  that  province  are  indispensable,  as  well  for 
the  exportation  of  their  own  pio^uce  as  for  the  in- 
troduction offforeigu  articles.  To  The  western  divi- 
sion, these  rivers  would  be  invaluable  in  facilitating 
an  import  trade.  Two  branches  of  the  T ennessee 
stretch  to  the  south,  and  approach  tire  navigable 

waters  of  the  Mobile  river. Above  the  muscle 

shoals,  extends  south-eastwarelly  towards  Coosa- 
hatch  a,  a branch  of  the  Alabama,  and  the  distance 
between  the  navigable  points  of  these  two  rivers,  is 
no  more' than  fifty-five  miles.  Below  the  shoals  is 
Bear  creek;  better  known  to  geographers  under  the 
name  of  Occochappo,  and  tlie  distance  between  the 
highest  navigable  points  on  these  two  streams,  ;is 
something,  less  than  fifty  miles.  Through  these  two 
channels,  the  merchants  of  West  Tennessee  will 
find  die  means  of  bringing  into  our  country  the  pro- 
ductions of  all  foreign  notions.  Loading  his  -vessel 
at  the  head  of  'Mobile  bay,  he  will  proceed  up  the 
Mobile  river  ninety  m ilcs,  to  McGiivrey’s  town  in 
the  Creek  nation. " Here  lie  will  find  the  Mobile  di- 
vided into  two  streams,  cue  the  Alabama,  coining 
down  from  the  North  Last,,  the  otliC  lire  Tomb.gbee 
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commglloWh  from  the  North.  If  he  intends  to  crons 
the  Tennessee  above  the  muscle  shoals,  lie  will  turn 
to'  the  north-east  and  ascend  the  Alabama:  a inosi 
beautiful  river,  with  a, clear,  gen tie  current,  fjft wing 
at  the  rate  of  two  mile's  'to  'the  "hour, , f^oin  three  to 
four  hundred; yards  broad,,  and  from'  15  to  18  feet 
deep  in  the'"Hriest  seusomt  Going’  up  the  river  21*0 
miles,  and 'he  wiW  : mv€  at  little  Tallassec,  a town  of 
►th^  UpperXJreeks,  wjuge  the,  Alabama  loses  its  name 
aud'.is  divided  into1- two ’Streams,  ! tine  Cuosa-hatcha 
and  tiie  Tafl-apotfsce.  A.  cehriir.g  the  former  of  those 
streams  a short  distance,  an  V he  will  arrive  at  the 
point  on- the  -Cooak,  whoi-e  a port  ge  or  canal  of  55 
miies  will  carry  lump  to  Hiwassee.  Descending  the 
Hiwassee,  he  Will  .soon  :imv6  in  the  Tennessee  ; -fol- 
lowingtlie  course  of  the  Tennessee  a short  distance 
and  he  will  arnve  at  die  mouth  of  Elk  river,  and 
turning  up,  he  may  deposit-id®  cargo  at  a poinfoh 
Richland  creek,  in  Giles'  count}*,  or  at  Fayetteville- my 
Lincoln.  From  the  latter  of  these  places  to  Nash- 
ville, would  .be  a laijd  carriage  of  80' miles*  over  a 
level  country. 

The  pther  channel,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  below 
muscle  shoals,  would  be,  to  ascend  die  Tombigbic. 
from  McG.iivrey’s  town  to  its  highest  navig-abie.  point 
— a portage  of  50  miles  would  then  bring  him  to  Beai 
creek  : following  the  course  of  that'  creek,  which  is., 
deep  and  gentle,  he  would  sOon  reach  the  Tennessee  < 
after  which  he  might  fio&'t  with  the.,  current  to  the 
mouth  of  Duck  river,  where  a part  of  'his  Cargo’ 
might  be  deposited,  and  thence  distributed  through 
the  upper  country,  or  he  may  float  to  the  Ohio,  and 
thence  ascend  the  Cumberland  to  N-shviile. 

That  either  of  these  mutes  would  be  infinitely  pre- 
ferable do  the  present  channel  jthrough  which  goof'  s 
are  brouglit  into  our  country,  is  evident  upon  the* 
slightest  examination.  From  Philadelphia  to  Nash- 
ville, the  merchant  at  this  time  lias  to  transport  his 
goods  over  a course  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
miles  ; tli re e hundred  and  three  of  which  consists  of 
, l.ind  carriage  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg- : one 
thousand  and  fif  y-four  by  Pittsburg  to  tile  mouth  of 
Cumberland,  - and.  thence  one  LufSdjfed  and  eighty 
miles,  against  a strong  current  to  Nashville.  But 
from  Nashville  to  McGilvrey’s  town  at  the  junction 
of  the  (AL.bama  and  Tombigtee,  is  mo  more  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  a due  south  course, 
and  over  h.fevel  countrv  ; that  is,  only  forty-seven 
miles  further  than  die  distance  between  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburg-  But  following  die  route  which  mer- 
chandize must  take,  and  you  would  only  have  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  miles, of  land  carriage,  and 
about -three  hundred  and  forty  by  water,  a consider 
Table  part  of  which  would  be  oirtlie  Alabama, where 
the  tide  Hows.  But  the  great  advantage  in  his  new 
route,  would-be  in  putting  an  end  to  the  unnatural 
trade  which  we  carry  on  with  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more ; a trade  whicii  affords  not  the  least  encourage- 
ment to  the  western  farnrcr,  and  which  can  only  be 
supported  by  draining  our  country  of  the  gold-  and 
silver.  When  we  come  to  import  from  the  Mobile, 
our  commerce  will  then  assume  its  natural  course. 
Tiie  productions  of  our  country  will  then  be  exchang- 
ed for  a return  cargo  which  can  be  paid  for  and  de- 
livered at  the  head  of  Mobile  river ; a piace  to  which 
a Spanish  frigate  once  ascended,  and  to  which  ves- 
sels of  several  hundred  tons  may  come  with  the 
greatest  ease. 

Imagination  looks  forward  to  the  moment  when  all 
the  southern  indians  shall  be  pushed  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi : when  the  delightful  countries  how  occu- 
pied by  them  shall  be  covered  with  a numerous  and 
industrious  population  ; and  when  a city,  the  empo- 
rium of  a vast  commerce,  shall  be  seen  to  flourish  on 
the  spot  where  some  huts,  inhabited,  by  lawless  sa- 


vages, now  mark  die  junction  of  the  Alab:  ma  and 
Toir.o.gbee  rivers. 

'Flic  present  is  a favorable  moment  of  ac-complTh. 
ing  a part  of  tpis  greet  de>: gn.  The  Fioridas  w il 
soon  be  occupied  by  tiie  American  troops.  Our  set- 
tlements on  the  bay  and  river  of  Mobile  v Hi  reqube 
to*  be  strengthened,  and'  to  strengthen  Them  a part 
of  ti  e country  inhabited  by  the  Creeks  will  be  indis- 
pensable fo'u«.  Fortunately  the  crimes  of  tills  na- 
tion hate  supplied  us  with  a pretest  for  -the  dish*  m- 
IxTment  of  t heir  country.  An  expedition  will  soon 
have  to  move  against  them  to  exact  a terrible  vr.- 
geance  for  tiie  blood  they  iv>ve  spilt  among  us  ; ar.d 
the  republic  must -indemnify  itself  for  the  exper.ee  s 
of  this  movement, 'by  appropriating  to  itself  and  ck- 
vkling  among' tiie  conquerors  the  better  part  of  that 
,and*which  is  so  useless  to  them,  and. which  will  be 
so  valuable  td  us.  , ! v 


OFFICIAL  ARTICLES. 

TEE  NORTH  WESTERN  ARMY. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  at  2 o’clock,  lieutenant  Av- 

u*?cjr,  of  the  United  States  army,  reached  this  c - 
ty,' bearer  of  despatches  from  brig'adier  general  Wil- 
liam Hull,’  to  die  .department  of  war,' of  winch  the 
following  copies  have  been  obtained  ror  publication. 

A1  at.  Intel.  19 th  Sept. 

Montreal,  Sept.  8,  1812. 

Stti  The  inclosed  despatch  was  prepared  on  my 
annvafat Foil  George,  and  it.  was  my  intention  io 
liave  forwarded  it  from  that  pUce  by  major  With c- 
rell,  of  the  Michigan  volunteers.  I made  applica- 
tion to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post,  and  w s 
refused;  he  stating  that  he  was  not  authorised,  ; rl 
general  Brock  was  then  at  York.  We  were  immedi- 
ately embarked  for  this  place,  and  major  Withered 
obtained  liberty  at  Kingston  to  go  home  on  parole . 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  I have  had  to  forward 
the  dispa  tches. 

The  fourth  United  States’  regiment  is  destined  for 
Quebec,  with  a part  of  the  first.  The  whole  consist 
of  a little  over  three  hundred. 

Sir  George  Prevost,  without  any  request  on  my 
part,  has  offered  to  t^ke  my  parole,  and  permit  me 
to  proceed  to  the  states. 

Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  the  eighth  regiment,  is 
the  bearer  of  my  despatches.  He  was  formerly  a 
lieutenant  in  the  artillery,  and  resigned  , his  commis- 
sion on  account  of  beimsfeppointed  marshal  of  the 
territory  of  Michigan  •••  During  the  campaign  he  has 
had  a command  m the  artillery ; and  1 recommend 
him  to  you  as  a valuable  officer. 

He  is  particularly  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
things  previous  and  at  the  time  when  the  capitula- 
tion took  place.  He  will  be  able  to  give  you  com  t 
information  on  any  points  about  winch  you  may 
think  proper  to  enquire. 

I am  very  respectful]}'. 

Your  most  obedr  nt  servant, 

WILLIAM  HULL. 

lion.  W.  Ecstis, 

Sec’ry  of  the  department  of  war. 

Fort  George , Jliigust  26, 1812. 

Sir — Enclosed  are  the  articles  of  cupituLiion,  by 
which  the  fort  of  Detroit  has  been  suuendem,  to 
major  general  Brock,  commanding  ins  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s forces  in  Upper  Canada,  and  by  which  the 
troops  have  become  prisoners  of  war.  IMK  sitm-Lon 
at  present  forbids  me  from  detailing  tiie  particular 


54 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


causes  which  have  led  to  this  unfortunate  event.  I 
will,  however,  generally  observe,  that  after  the  sur- 
render of  Michiilimackinac,  almost  every  tribe  and 
Bation  of  Indians,  excepting  a part  of  the  Mamies 
and  Delawares,  north  from  beyond  Lake  Superior, 
west  from  beyond  the  Mississippi,  south  from  the 
Ohio  and  W abash,  and  east  from  every  part  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  from  all  the  intermediate  country,  join- 
ed in  open  hostility,  under  the  British  standard, 
against  the  army  I commanded,  contrary  to  the  most 
solemn  assurances  of  a.  large  portion  of  them  to  re- 
main neutral ; even  the  Ottawa  chiefs  from  Arbe- 
crotch,  who  formed  the  delegation  to  Washington 
the  last  summer,  in  whose  friendship  I know  you 
had  great  confidence,  are  among  the  hostile  tribes, 
and  severai  of  them  distinguished  leaders.  Among 
the  vast  number  of  chiefs  who  led  the  hostile  bands, 
Tecumseh,  Marpot,  Logan,  Walk-in-the-water,Split- 
Log,  &c.  are  considered  the  principals.  This  nume- 
rous assemblage  of  savages,  under  the  entire  influ- 
ence and  direction  of  the  British  commander,  ena- 
bled him  totally  to  obstruct  the  only  communication 
which  I had  with  my  country.  This  communication 
had  been  opened  from  the  settlements  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  200  miles  through  a wilderness,  by  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  army,  which  I marched  to  the  frontier 
on  the  river  Detroit.  The  body  of  the  Lake  being 
commanded  by  the  British  armed  ships,  and  the 
shores  and  dyers  by  gun  boats,  the  army  was  totally 
deprived  of  all  communication  by  water.  On  this 
extensive  road  it  depended  for  transportation  of  pro- 
visions, military  stores,  medicine,  clothing  and  eve- 
ry other  'supply,  on  pack  horses — all  its  operations 
were  successful  until  its  arrival  at  Detroit,  and  in  a 
few  days  it  passed  into  the  enemy’s  country,  and  all 
opposition  seemed  to  fall  before  it.  One  month  it 
remained  in  possession  of  this  country,  and  was  fed 
from  its  resources,  In  different  directions,  detach- 
ments penetrated  sixty  miles  in  the  settled  part  of 
the  province,  and  the  inhabitants  seemed  satisfied 
with  the  change  of  situation,  which  appeared  to  be 
.taking  place — the  militia  from  Amherstburg  were 
daily  deserting,  and  the  whole  country,  then  under 
the  control  of  the  army,  was  asking  for  protection. 
The  Indians  generally,  in  the  first  instance, appeared 
to  be  neutralized,  and  determined  to  take  no  part  in 
the  contest.  The  fort  of  Amherstburg  was  eighteen 
miles  below  my  encampmeht.  Not  a -single  cannon 
or  mortar  was  on  wheels  suitable  to  cam'  before  that 
place.  I consulted  my  officers,  whether  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  make  an  attempt  on  it  with  the  bayonet 
alone,  without  cannon,  to  make  a break  in  the  first 
instance.  The  council  I called  was  of  the  opinion  it 
was  not. — The  greatest  industry  was  exerted  in  mak- 
ing preparation,  and  it  was  not  until  the  7th  of  Aug. 
that  two  24  pounders,  and  three  howitzers  were  pre- 
pared. It  was  then  my  intention  to  have  proceeded 
on  the  enterprize.  While  the  operations  of  the  ar- 
my were  delayed  by  these  preparations,  the  clowds 
of  adversity  had  been  for  some  time  and  seemed  st  ill 
thickly  to  be  gathering  around  me.  The  surrender 
of  Michillim a ckinac  opened  the  northern  hive  of  In- 
dians, and  they  were  swarming  down  in  every  direc- 
tion. Reinforcements  from  Niagara  had  arrived  at 
Amherstburg  under  the  command  of  colonel  Proctor. 
The  desertion  of  the  militia  ceased.  Besides  the  re- 
inforcements that  came  by  water,  I received  infor- 
mation of  a very  considerable  force  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  Chambers,  on  the  river  Le  French, 
with  four  field  pieces,  and  collecting  the  militia  on 
Ills  route,  evidently  destined  for  Amherstburg ; aud 
in  addition  to  this  combination,  and  increase  of  force, 
contrary  to  all  my  expectations,  the  Wyandots, 
Chippewas,  Ottawas,  Pottawatmies,  Murisees,  Dela- 
wares, See.  with  whom  I had  the  most  friendly  inter- 


course, at  once  passed  over  to  Amherstburg,  and  ac- 
cepted the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  There  be- 
ing now  a vast  number  of  Indians  at  the  British  post* 
they  were  sent  to  tine  river  Huron,  Brownstown,  and 
Maguago  to  intercept  my  communication.  To  open 
this  communication,  I detached  major  Vanhorn  of 
the  Ohio  volunteers  with  two  hur.drecF  men  to  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  the  river  Raisin,  under  an  expectation 
lie  would  meet  captain  Brush  with  one  hundred  and  ’ 
fifty  men,  volunteers  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  a 
quantity  of  provision  for  the  army.  An  ambuscade 
was  formed  at  Brownstown,  and' major  Vanhorn’s 
detachment  defeated  and  returned  to  camp  without 
effecting  the  object  of  the  expedition. 

In  my  letter  of  the  7th  inst.  you  have  the  particu- 
lars of  that  transaction  with  a return  of  the  killed 
and  wounded.  Under  this  sudden  and  unexpected 
change  of  tilings,  and  having  received  an  express 
from  general  Hall,  commanding  opposite  the  British 
shore  on  the  Niagara  river,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
there  was  no  prospect  of  any  co-operation  from  that 
quarter,  and  the  two  senior  officers  of  the  artillery 
having  stated  to  me  an  opinion  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  pass  the  Tur- 
key river  and  river  Aux  Cannard,  with  the  24  pound- 
ers, and  that  theycouldnot.be  transported  by  water, 
as  the  Queen-Charlotte,  which  carried  eighteen  24 
pounders,  lay  in  the  river  Detroit  above  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Aux  Cannard  ; and  as  if  appeared  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  open  the  communication  to  the 
river  Raisin  and  the  Miami,  I found  myself  compel- 
led to  suspend  the  operation,  against  Amherstburg, 
and  concentrate  the  main  force  of  the  army  at  De- 
troit. Fully  intending,  at  that  time,  after  the  com- 
munication was  opened,  to  re-cross  the  river,  and 
pursue  the  object  at  Amherstburg,  and  strongly  de- 
sirous of  continuing  protection  to  a very  large  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada,  who  had 
voluntarily  accepted  it  under  my  proclamation,  I 
established  a fortress  on  the  hanks  of  the  river,  a 
little  below  Detroit,  calculated  for  a garrison  of  three 
hundred  men.  On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  and  morn- 
ing of  the  8th  inst.  the  army,  excepting  the  garrison 
of  250  infantry,  and  a corps  of  artillerists,  all  under 
the  command  of  major  Denny  of  the  Ohio  volun- 
teers, re-crossed  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Detroit. 
In  pursuance  of  the  object  of  opening  the  commu- 
nication, on  whom  I considered  the  existence  of  the 
army  depending,  a detachment  of  six  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Miller, 
was  immediately  ordered.  For  a particular  account 
of  the  proceeding’s  of  this  detachment,  and  the  me- 
morable battle  which  was  fought  at  Maguago,  which 
reflects  the  highest  honor  on  the  American  arms,  I 
refer  you  to  my  letter  of  tire  13th  August  inst.  a 
duplicate  of  which  is  enclosed,  marked  G.  Nothing 
however  but  honor  was  acquired  by  this  victory  ; 
and  it  is  a painful  consideration,  that  the  blood  of 
seventy-five  gallant  men  could  only  open  the  commu- 
nication, as  far  as  the  points  of  their  bayonets  ex- 
tended. The  necessary  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
alid  a very  severe  storm  of  rain, rendered  them  return  to 
camp  indispensably  necessary  for  their  own  comfort. 
Captain  Brush,  with  his  small  detachment,  and  the 
provisions  being  still  at  the  river  Raisin,  and  in  a 
situation  to  be  destroyed  by  the  savages,  on  the  13th 
inst.  in  the  evening,  1 permitted  cols.  M‘ Arthur  and 
Cass  to  select  from  their  regiment  four  hundred  of 
their  most  effective  men,  and  proceed  an  upper 
route  though  the  woods,  which  I had  sent  an  express 
to  captain  Brush  to  take,  and  had  directed  the  mili- 
tia of  the  river  Raisin  to  accompany  him  as  a rein-, 
forcement.  The  force  of  the  enemy  continually 
increasing,  and  the  necessity  of  opening  the  commu- 
nication, and  acting  on  the  defensive,  becoming  more 
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apparent,  I had,  previous  to  detaching-  cols.  McAr- 
thur and  Cess  on  the  11th  inst.  evacuated  and  de- 
stroyed the  fort  on  the  opposite  bank.  On  the  1.3th 
in  tiie  evening,  gen.  Brock  arrived  at  Ajnherstburg 
about  the  hour  colonels  M ‘Arthur  and  Cass  .marched, 
of  which  at  tint  time  I had  received  no  information. 
On  the  15th  I received  a summons  from  him  to  sur- 
render fort  Detroit,  of  which  the  paper  -marked  A. 
is  a copy.  My, answer  is  marked  E.  At  tills  time  I 
had  received  no  information  from  cols.  M‘ Arthur  and 
Cass.  An  express  was  immediately  sent  strongly 
escorted  with  orders  for  them  to  return.  On  the 
15th,  as  soon  as  general  Brock  received  my  letters, 
his  batteries  opened  upon  the  town  and  fort,  and  con- 
tinued until' evening.  In  the  evening  all  the  British 
ships  of  war  c<  :ne  nearly  as  tin*  up  the  river  as  Sand- 
wich, three  miles  below  Detroit.  At  day  light  on  the 
16th  (at  which  time  I had  received  no  information 
from  cols.  M‘ Arthur  and  Cass,  rny  expresses,  sent  the 
evening  before,  and  in  the  night,  having  been  pre- 
vented from  passing  by  numerous  bodies  of  Indians) 
the  cannonade  recommenced,  and  in  a short  time  i 
received  information,  that  the  British  army,  and  In- 
dians, were  landing  below  the  Spring  wells,  under 
the  cover  of  their  siiips  of  war.  At  tliis  time  the 
whole  effective  force  at  my  disposal  at  Detroit  did 
not  exceed  eight  hundred  men.  Being  new  troops, 
and  unaccustomed  to  a camp  life  ; having  perform- 
ed a laborious  march ; having  been  engaged  in  a 
number  of  battles  and  skirmishes,  in  whicli  many 
had  fallen,  and  more  had  received  wounds,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  a large  number  being  sick,  and  unpro- 
vided with  medicine,  and  the  comforts  necessary  for 
their  situation ; are  the  general  causes  by  which  the 
strength  of  the  army  was  thus  reduced.  The  fort  at 
this  time  was  filled  with  women,  children,  and  the  old 
and  decrepid  people  of  the  town  and  country  ; they 
were  unsafe  in  the  town,  and  it  was  entirely  open  and 
exposed  to  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Back  of  the  fort 
above  or  below  it,  there  was  no  safety  for  them  on 
account  of  the  Indians.  In  the  first  instance,  the 
enemy’s  fire  was  principally  directed  against  our 
batteries  ; towards  the  close,  it  was  directed  against 
the  fort  alone,  and  almost  every  shot  and  shell  had 
their  effect. 

It  now  became  necessary  either  to  fight  die  enemy 
in  the  field  ; collect  the  whole  force  in  the  fort  ; or 
propose  terms  of  capitulation.  I could  not  have  car- 
ried into  the  field  more  than  six  hundred  men,  and 
left  any  adequate  force  in  the  fort.  There  were  land 
ed  at  that  time  of  the  enemy  a regular  force  of  much 
more  than  that  number  of  Indians.  Considering 
this  great  inequality  of  force,  I did  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  adopt  the  first  measure.  The  second  must 
have  been  attended  with  great  sacrifice  of  blood,  and 
no  possible  advantage,  because  the  contest  could  not 
have  been  sustained  more  than  a day  for  the  want  of 
powder  and  but  a very  few  days  for  the  want  of  pro- 
visions. In  addition  to  this,  colonels  M'Arthur  and 
Cass  would  have  been  in  a most  hazardous  situation. 
1 feared  nothing  but  the  last  alternative.  1 have  dar- 
ed to  adopt  it — I well  know  the  high  responsibility 
of  the  measure,  and  I take  the  whole  of  it  on  my.se  If. 
It  was  dictated  by  a sense  of  duty,  and  a full  convic- 
tion of  its  expediency.  The  bands  of  savages  which 
had  then  joined  the  British  force  were  numerous  be- 
yond any  former  example.  Their  numbers  have  since 
increased,  and  the  history  of  the  barbarians  of  the 
north  of  Europe,  does  not  furnish  examples  of  more 
greedy  violence  than  these  savages  have  .exhibited. 
A large  portion  of  the  brave  and  gallant  officers  and 
men  I commanded  would  cheerfully  have  contested 
until  the  last  cartridge  had  been  expended,  and  the 
bayonets  worn  to  the  sockets.  I could  not  consent  to 
liie  useless  sacrifice  of  pitch  brave  men,  when  I knew 


it  was  impossible  for  me  to  sustain  my  situation.  - 
It  was  impossible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  an  army 
could  have  been  furnished  'with  the  necessary  sup- 
plies of  provisions,  military  stores,  clothing  and 
comforts  for  the  sick,  on  pack  horses,  through  r wil- 
derness of  two  hundred  miles,  filled  with  hostile  sa- 
vages. It  was  impossible,  sir,  that  tliis  little  army, 
worn  down  by  fatigue,  by  sickness,  by  wounds,  ai  d 
deatlis,  could  have  supported  itself  not  only  against 
tlie  collected  force  of  all  the  northern  nations  of  In- 
dians ; but  against  the  united  strength  of  upper  Ca- 
nada, whose  population  consists  of  more  than  twen- 
ty times  the  number  contained  in  the  territory  of  .Mi- 
chigan, aided  by  the  principal  part  of  the  regular 
forces  of  the  province,  ar.d  the  wealth  and  influence 
of  the  north  west  and  other  trading'  establishments 
among  the  Indians,  which  have  in  their  employment 
Hiid  under  their  entire  control  more  than  two  thou- 
sand white  men.  Before  I close  this  dispatch  it  is  a 
duty  I owe  mv  respectable  associates  in  command, 
colonels  M‘ Arthur,  Findley,  Cass,  and  lieutepant- 
colonel  Miller,  to  express  my  obligations  to  them  for 
the  prompt  and  judicious  manner  they  have  perform- 
ed their  respective  duties.  If  aught  lias  taken  place 
during  the  campaign,  which  is  honorable  to  the  army, 
these  officers  are  entitled  to  a large  share  of  it.  If 
the  last  act  should  be  disapproved,  no  part  of  the 
censure  belongs  to  them.  I have  likewise  to  express 
my  obligation  to  general  Taylor,  who  has  performe  d 
tiie  duty  of  quarter-master-general,  for  his  great  ex- 
ertions in  procuring  every  thing  in  his  department 
which  it  was  possible  to  furnish  for  the  convenience 
of  the  army  ; i ike  wise  to  brigade  major  Jessup  for  the 
correct  and  punctual  manner  in  winch  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duty ; and  to  the  army  generally  for  their 
exertion,  and  the  zeal  they  have  manifested  for 
the  public  interest.  The  death  of  Dr.  Foster  soon 
after  he  arrived  at  Detroit, was  a severe  misfortune  to 
the  army ; it  was  increased  by  the  capture  of  the 
Ohachaga  packet,  by  which  the  medicine  and  hospi- 
tal stores  were  lost..  He  was  commencing  the  best 
arrangements  in  the  department  of  which  lie  was  the 
principal,  with  the  very  small  means  he  possessed. 
I was  likewise  deprived  of  the  necessary  services  of 
captain  Partidge  by  sickness,  the  only  officer  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  attached  to  the  army.  Ail  the 
officers  and  men  have  gone  to  their  respective  homes, 
excepting  the  4th  United  States’  regiment,  and"  a 
small  part  of  the  first,  and  captain  Dyson’s  company 
of  artillery.  Captain  Dyson’s,  company  was  left  at 
Amhertsburg,  and  the  others  are  with  rue  prisoners — 
they  amount  to  about  three  hundred  and  forty.  I 
have  only  to  solicit  an  investigation  of  my  conduct 
as  e.n'ly  as  my  situation,  and  the  state  of  things  will 
admit;  and  to  add  tiie  further  request,  that  the  go- 
vernment will  not  be  unmindful  of  my  associates  in 
captivity,  and  of  the  Ami  lies  of  those  brave  men  who 
have  fallen  in  the  contest. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

\V.  HULL,  Biiio.  Gi/v. 

Commanding  the  JV*.  W.  army  of  the  U.  /States. 

lion.  W.  Ettstis, 

Sec’rv  of  the  department  of  war. 

Copies  of  letters  from  brigadier  general  IIvll  to  the  de- 
partment of  war,  accompanying  the  preceding  dis- 
patch. 

Sandwich,  August  7,  1812. 

Sir — On  the  4th  inst.  major  Van  Horn,  of  colonel 
Findley’s  regiment  of  Ohio  volunteers,  was  detach- 
ed from  this  army,  with,  the  command  of  200  men, 
principally  rillenien,  to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin, 
and  further,  if  necessary,  tc-  meet  and  reinforce  enpt. 
Brush,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  commanding  a company 
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of  volunteers,  and  escorting  provisions  for  this  army. 
At  Browns  town,  a large  body  of  Indians  had  formed 
an  ambuscade,  and  the  rrn.jor’s  detachment  received 
a heavy  fire,  at  the  distance  of  fifty  yards  from  the 
£ncmv.  The  whole  detachment  retreated  in  disor- 
der. Msjor  Vanhorn  made  every  exertion  to  form, 
and  prevent  the  retreat,  that  was  possible  for  a brave 
and  gvllant  officer,  but  without  success.  By  the  re- 
turn of  killed  and  wounded,  it  will  be  perceived,  that 
the  loss  of  officers  was  uncommonly  great.  Their 
efforts  to  rally  their  companies  was  the  occasion 
of  it 

I am,  very  respectfully. 

You  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HULL. 
Hon.  W.  Ettstis,  secretary  of  war. 

Report  of  killed  in  jMajcr  Vanhorn's  defeat. 

Captains  Gilchrist,  Ullery,  IVTCailough  of  tire  spies, 
Bcerstler  severely  wounded,  and  not  expected  to  re- 
cover (since  dead)  ; lieutenant  Pentz  ; ensigns  Robv 
and  Allison  ; 10  privates. — Total  17. 

tsT umber  of  wounded,  as  yet  unknown. 

Detroit , August  13,  1812. 

Sir— The  main  body  of  the  army  having  re-crossed 
the  river  at  Detroit,  on  the  night  and  morning  of ‘the 
Sth  inst.  six  hundred  men  were  immediately  detach- 
ed under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Miller, 
to  open  the  communication  to  the  river  Raisin,  and 
protect  the  provisions,  which  were  under  the  escort 
of  captain  BruJi.  This -detachment  consisted  of  the 
4th  United  States’  regiment  and  two  small  detach- 
ments under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Stansbury 
and  ensign  M‘Labe,  of  the  1st  regiment ; detach- 
ments from  the  Ohio  and  Michigan  volunteers,  a 
corps  of  artillerists,  with  one  six  pounder  and  an 
how  itzer  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Eastman, 
and  a part  of  captains  Smith  and  Sloan’s  cavaliy 
commandcd  by  captain  Sloan  of  the  Ohio  volunteers. 
Lieu  tenant  colonel  Miller  marched  from  Detroit  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  Sth  instant,  and  on  the  9th  about 
4 o’clock  v.  m.  the  van  guard,  commanded  by  captain 
Spelling  of  the  4th  United  States’ regiment,  was  tir- 
ed on  by  an  extensive  line  of  British  troops  and  In- 
dians at  the  lower  part  of  Maguago  about  fourteen 
miles  from  Detroit/'  At  this  time  the  main  body  was 
marching-  in  two  columns,  and  captain  Snelling  main- 
tained his  position  in  & most  gallant  manner,  under 
a very  heavy  fire,  until  the  line  was  formed  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  ground  lie  occupied,  when  the  whole, 
excepting- the  rear  guard,  was  brought  into  action. 
kfhe  enemy  were  formed  behind  a temporary  breast 
work  of  logs,  the  Indians  extending  in  a thick  wood 
on  their  lef  ...  Lieutenant  colonel  M filer  ordered  his 
whole  line  to  advance,  and  when  within  a small  dis- 
tance of  the  enemy  made  a general  discharge,  and 
proceeded  with  charged  bayonets,  when  the  whole 
British  line  and  Indians  commenced  a retreat.  They 
were  pursued  in  a most  vigorous  manner  about  two 
miles,  and  the  pursuit  discontinued  only  on  account 
of  the  fatigue  of  troops,  the  approach  of  evening, 
and  the  necessity  of  returning  to  take  care  of  the 
wounded.  The  judicious  arrangements  made  by 
lieutenant  colonel  Miller,  and  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  were  executed,  justly  entitle  him  to  the 
h ighest  honor.  From  the  moment  the  line  commenc- 
ed the  fire,  it  continually  moved  on,  and  the  enemy 
maintained  their  position  until  forced  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  The  Indians  on  the  left,  under  the 
command  of  Tecumseh,  fought  with  great  obstina- 
cy, but  were  continually  forced  and  compelled  to  re- 
treat. The  victory  was  complete  in  every  part  of  the 
lin^,  and  the  success  would  have  been  more  brilliant 
had  the  cavalry  charged  the  enemy  on  the  retreat, 
when  a most  favorable  opportunity' presented.  Al- 


though ordei-3  were  given  for  the  purpose,  unfortu- 
nately they  were  not  executed.  Majors  Vanhorn  and 
Morrison,  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  were  associated 
with  lieutenant  colonel  Miller,  as  field  officers  in  this 
command,  and  were  highly  distinguished  by  their 
exertions  in  forming  the  line,  and  tire  firm  and  intre- 
pid manner  they  led  their  respective  commands  to 
action. 

Ch  prain  B.<kerof  the  1st  United  States’  regiment, 
captain  Brevort  of  the  second,  and  captain  Hull  of 
the  13th,  my  aid-de-camp  and  lieutenant  'Whistler  (if 
the  1st  requested  permission  to  join  the  detachment 
as  volunteers.  Lieutenant  colonel  Miller  assigned 
commands  to  captain  Baker  and  lieutenant  IV lustier, 
and  captains  Brevort  and  Hull,  at  his  request,  attend- 
ed his  person  and  aided  him  in  the  general  arrange- 
ments. Lieutenant  colonel  Miller  has  mentioned  the 
conduct  of  these  officers  in  terms  of  high  approbation. 
In  addition  to  the  captains  who  have  been  named, 
iieutenant  colonel  Miller  has  mentioned  capts.  Bur- 
ton and  Fuller  of  the  4th  regiment-,  captains  Saun- 
ders and  Brown  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  and  captain 
Delandre  of  the  Michigan  volunteers,  who  were  at- 
tached to  his  command,  and  distinguished  by  their 
valor.  It  is  impossible  for  me  in  this  communica- 
tion to  do  justice  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  wfio 
gained  the  victory  which  I have  described.  They 
have  acquired  high,  honor  to  themselves,  and  arc 
justly  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

Major  Muir  of  the  41st  regiment  commanded  the 
British  in  this  action.  The  regulars  and  volunteers 
consisted  of  about  four  hundred,  and  a larger  num- 
ber of  Indians.  Major  Muir  and  two  subalterns  were  - 
wounded,  one  of  them  since  dead.  About  forty  Indi- 
ans were  found  dead  on  the  field,  and  Tecumseh 
their  leader  was  slightly  wounded.  The  number  cf 
wounded  Indians  who  escaped  has  not  been  ascer- 
tained. Four  of  m yjor  Muir’s  detachment  have  been 
made  prisoners,  and  fifteen  of  the  41st  regiment  kill- 
ed and  wounded,  The  militia  and  volunteers  at- 
tached to  his  command  were  in  the  severest  part  of 
the  action,  and  their  loss  must  have  been  great — it 
has  not  yet  been  ascertained. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  HULL,  Brig.  Gen. 

Commanding  JY.  W.  army . 

Hon.  W.Eustis,  secretary  of  war. 

Retui'n  of  killed  and  ■ wounded  in  the  action  fought 
near  JYtaguagd , August  9, 1812. 

4th  United  Stales’ regiment — 10  non-commission- 
ed officers  and  privates  killed,  and  forty -five  wound- 
ed ; captain  Baker  of  the  1st  regiment  of  infantry  ; 
lieutenant  Larabee  of  the  4th  ; lieutenant  Peters  of 
the  4th  ; ensign  Whistler  of  the  17th,  doing  duty  in 
the  4th  ; lieutenant  Silly,  and  an  ensign,  whose 
name  has  not  been  returned  to  me,  were  wounded. 

In  the  Ohio  and  Michigan  volunteers,  8 wei  e kill- 
ed and  13  wounded.  W.  HULL. 

MICHTLI  MACKINAC. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  Hanks,  deceased,  late  command* 
ant  of  Michilimackinac,  to  gen.  Hull,  dated 

Detroit,  August  4. 

SIR,— I take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acquaint  your  excellency 
of  the  surrender  of  the  garrison  of  Michilimackinac,  under. mv 
command,  to  his  Britannic  majesty’s  forces  under  the  command  of 
captain  Charles  Roberts,  on  the  17th  ult.  the  particulars  of  w’uieh 
are  as  follows : On  the  16th,  I was  informed  by  the  Indian  inter- 
preter, that  lie  had  discovered  from  an  Indian  that  the  several  na- 
tions of  Indians  then  at  St.Joseph,a  British  garrison  distant  45  miles 
intended  to  make  an  immediate  attack  on  fort  Michilimackinac. 

I was  inclined,  from  the  coolness  I had  discovered  in  some  of  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Ottawa  and  Chippawa  nations,  who  had  but 
a few  days  before  professed  the  greatest  friendship  for  the  United 
States,  to  place  confidence  in.  this  report.  I immediately  called  a 
meeting  of  the  American  gentlemen  then  on  the  island,  in  which 
it  was  thought  proper  to  dispatch  a confidential  person  to  St.  Jo- 
seph, to  watch  the  motions  of  the  I .Khans.  Captain  Dam-man.  qf 
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tjie  militia,  was  thought  the  most  suitable  for  this  service.  He  em- 
barked about  sun  set,  and  met  the  British  forces  within  10  or  15 
milts  of  the  island,  by  whom  he  was  made  prisoner  and  put  on  his 
parole  of  honor.  He  was  landed  on  the  island  at  day  break,  with 
positive  orders  to  give  no  intelligence  whatever.  He  was  also  in- 
structed to  take  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  indiscriminately  to  a 
place  on  the  west  side  of  the  island,  where  their  p<  rsons  anti  pro- 
perty should  be  protected  by  a British  guard  ; but  should  they  go 
to  the  fort  they  would  be  subject  to  a general  massacre  by  the  sa- 
vages, which  would  be  inevitable  if  the  garrison  fired  a gun.  This 
i.’iioruiKtion  I received  from  Dr.  Day,  wiio  was  passing  through 
the  village  when  every  person  w as  living  for  refuge  to  the  enemy. 
Immediately  on  being  in  tor  met!  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  1 
placed  ammunition,  etc.  in  the  block  houses,  ordered  every  gun 
charged,  and  made  every  preparation  for  action.  About  9 o’clock 
1 could  discover  that  the  enemy  w ere  in  poss  ssion  of  the  heights 
th.it  commanded  the  tint,  and  one  piece  oi  their  artillery,  directed 
to  the  most  defenceless  part  of  the  garrison.  The  Indians  at  this 
time  were  to  be  seen  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  At  half  past  11 
o’clock  the  enemy  sent  in  a Hag  of  truce,  demanding  a surrender  of 
the  lort  and  island  to  his  B.  majesty’s  forces.  This,  sir,  was  the  first 
information  1 had  of  the  declaration  of  war;  I however,  had  anti- 
cipated it,  and  was  as  w ell  prepared  to  meet  such  an  event  as  I invi- 
sibly could  have  been  with  the  three  under  my  command,  amount- 
ing to  57  eiFecti've men,  including  officers.  ih:v*e  Ame  i an  gen- 
tlemen who  were  prisoners,  were  permitted  toacCompai.y  the  Hag  : 
from  them  I ascertained  the  strength  of  the  enemy  to  be  from  90o 
to  1060  strong,  consisting  of  regular  troops,  Canadians  and  savages  ; 
thatihev  had' two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  were  provided  with  lad- 
ders and  ropes  for  the  purpose  of  scaling  the  wor.ts  if  necessary. 
After  I had  obtained  this  information,  I consulted  my  officers  and 
also  the  American  gentlemen  present,  who  were  very  intelligent 
men  ; the  result  of  \v  Inch  was  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  garrison 
to  hold  out  against  such  a superior  lorce.  In  this  opinion  1 fully 
concurred,  from  conviction  that  it  was  the  only  measure  that  could 
prevent  a general  massacre.  The  fort  and  garrison  were  accordingly 
surrendered. 

“ The  enclosed  papers  exhibit  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  officer  commanding  the  British  forces  and  myself,  and 
of  the  articles  of  capitulation.  This  subject  involved  questions  of 
a peculiar  nature  ; and  1 hope,  sir.  that  my  demands  and  protests 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  my  government.  I cannot  allow  this 
opportunity  to  escape  without  expressing  my  obligation  to  doctor 
Day  tor  the  service  he  rendered  me  in  conducting  this  correspond- 
ence. 

“ In  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  affair,  I beg  leave,  sir,  to 
demand  that  a court  of  enquiry  may  be  ordered  to  investigate  all 
tli.  facts  connected  with  it ; and  I do  further  request,  that  the  court 
may  he  speedily  directed  to  express  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  case.  1 have  the  honor  to  he, 

P.  HANKS,  Lieut,  of  artillery. 

His  Excellency  General  Hull, 

Commanding  the  N.  IV.  army." 

“ P.  S.  The  following  particulars  relative  to  the  British  force 
were  obtained  after  the  capitulation,  from  a source  that  admits  of 
no  doubt: 

Regular  troops  46  (including  4 officers);  Canadian  militia  260  ; 
Sioux  56;  Winnebagues  48;  Tallesawains  39;  Chippewas  and 
Ottawas  572 — Savages  715 — Whites.306. — Total  1321. 

“It  may  also  he  remarked  that  one  hundred  aud  fifty  Chippe- 
was and  Ottawas  joined  the  British  two  days  after  the  capitulation. 

P.  H.” 

[Here  follows  the  capitulation,  which  was  published  some  time 
ago.J 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  the  Indian  Department  to 
the  Secretary  of  war,  dated  Detroit,  August  6. 

“ I arrived  on  the  16th  at  Mieiiilimackinuc.  and  on  the  17th  it 
capitulated  to  the  British  from  St.  Josephs’  on  Lake  Superior.  I 
I have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the  British  and  In- 
dians employed  against  Miehiiimackinac,  and  believe  the  following 
to  be  tolerably  accurate: 

British  regulars  42  aed  four  commissioned  officers. 

British  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  Mackinac  70. 

Canadians  or  boat  men,  in  the  service  of  the  Indian  traders,  250. 
Indians  500. 

Collected  at,  and  who  accompanied,  the  British  from  St.  Josephs’ 
consisting  of  Chippewas  aud  Ottawas  357  ; Sioux  56 ; Wimiiba- 
goes  48  ; Falls  Avoine  39  ; and  from  80  to  100  Chippewas  and  Otta- 
was joined  the  above  while  on  their  way  from  St.  Josephs’  and 
a t r the  disembarkation  at  Mackinac.  To  the  above  must  be  added 
tlie  armed  brig  Caledonia,  belonging  to  or  in  the  service  of  the  North 
Wester  i Trading  Company. 

150  Indians  consisting  of  Chippewas  and  Ottawas,  headed  by  the 
Old  Bastard,  arrived  two  days  after  the  fort  capitulated,  and  were 
to  have  co-operated  with  the  others,  and  shortly  after  a number  of 
the  north  western  traders  arrived  aud  announced  they  left  at  the 
Grand  Portage  from  5 to  600  Indians  and  Canadians,  whom  they 
assembled  for  tbe  purpose  of  reinforcing  the  above,  should  Mack- 
inac not  have  surrendered.  The  persons  who  commanded  the  Indians, 
are  Robert  Dickson,  Indian  trader,  and  John  Asttin,  junr.  Indian 
agent,  and  son.  The  latter  two  were  painted,  dressed  and  armed 
after  the  manner  of  the  Indians.  Those  who  commanded  the  Ca- 
nadians are  John  Johnson,  Crawf  rd,  Pothier,  Ar.nitiugen.  La 
Croix,  Rolette,  Franks,  Livingston  andjjothers,  all  Indian  trad.rs ; 
some  of  whom  were  lately  concerned  in  smuggling  British  goods 
into  the  Indian  country,  and  who  in  conjunction  with  others,  have 
been  using  their  utmost  e-forts  several  months  before  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  to  excite  the  Indians  to  take  up  arms  against  the  United 
States. 

Having  been  made  prisoner  and  taken  to  the  British  and  Indian 
camp,  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  many  sa  vages  dressed  in  the 
British  uniform,  earn  jug  numerous  British  standards,  and  armed 


with  British  manufactured  arms,  &e.  The  least  resistance  from 
the  fort  would  have  been  attended  with  the  destruction  of  all  tka 
persons  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  as  I have  been  assured 
by  some  of  the  British  traders,  and  the  same  fans  as  I have  been 
asssuml,  would  hav  e attended  the  officers  and  soldiers,  had  a single 
Indian  been  killed.  Nothing  else,  it  is  said,  would  have  satisfied 
the  Indians,  and  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty  they  were  pre- 
vented from  taking  the  lives  of  several  Americans,  after  the  lint 
capitulated. 

Tiie  vessel  in  which  the  public  packs  (99  in  number)  were  ship- 
ped, w its  captured  oif  Mackinac  by  the  brig  Caledonia  and  two  or 
three  armed  iioats. 

The  British  commanding  officer  at  Mackinac  informed  me  that 
public  letters,  directed  to  me,  had  fallen  into  ids  possession, and  dial 
he  should  forward  them  to  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Upper 
Canada.” 

General  Hull. — We  have  now  before  ns  the  official 
letters  of  this  unfortunate  commander.  If  we  give 
11  faith  to  every  thing*  he  says,  we  must  acquit  him 
of  tre  ichery,  though  we  may  form  opinions  of  his 
co!  d ica  a’mo-t'  as  dishonor*  ble  to  him. 

General  Hull  has  arrived  at  Albany,  on  parole. — 
He  refuses  to  say  any  thing  in  justification  of  hik 
conduct,  situated,  as  he  is  at  present ; but  affirms 
that  at  th  ■ proper  time  he  will  v.ndicr.te  it. 

With  great  gladness  of  heart  we  are  informed 
that  numerous  corps  of  volunteers  are  forming  in  the 
states  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  whose 
officers  are  to  receive  commissions  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  will  stand  in  lieu  of 
the  quotas  of  militia  from  these  states,  refused  by 
the  governors  to  be  placed  under  the  direction  of 
ihe  general  government,  for  the  defence  of  the 
coast,  &c. 

Three  thousand  volunteers  are  organized  in  the 
district  of  Maine  under  the  command  of  brigadier- 
general  Ulmer. 

'File  Columbian  informs  us  that  the  state  of  New- 
York  has  10,000  men  in  garrison  and  in  the  field. — 
This  state  yields  to  none  in  patriotic  exertions. 

It  is  understood  (says  a Vermont  paper  of  Sept. 
14,)  that  the  whole  of  this  state’s  quota  or  prop  or 
tion  of  the  100,000  militia,  detached  for  the  United 
State’s  service,  have  received  orders  to  march  imme- 
diately for  Burlington  ; and  all  those  from  this  vici- 
nity are  now  on  their  way  thither. 

A detachment  of  350  men  of  the  United  States 
9th  regiment  under  comrpand  of  col.  Canned,  march- 
ed from  Pittsfield,  Mass,  on  the  9th  Inst,  to  join  the 
northern  *rmy. 

Many  detachments  of  volunteers  are  still  march- 
ing from  Kentucky  to  the  frontiers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  much  beloved  Harrison , we  confidently 
trust  that  glory  will  attend  them. 

The  7th  regiment  is  expected  at  New-Orleans. 
Some  of  the  regular  troops  have  already  arrived 
there,  and  general  Wilkinson  has  demanded  of  the 
governor  2700  myn,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  state. 
The  British  are  assisting  the  Spaniards  in  fortifying 
Pensacola,  and  are  very  zealous  in  forming  “a  holy 
alliance”  with  the  Creek  Indians.  Thus  have  they 
been  induced  to  sign  their  own  death  warrants  by 
unburying  the  tomahawk  against"  the  whites. 

A fine  volunteer  company  of  about  100  young  men 
have  offered  their  services  to  the  president  and  .'me 
about  to  march  from  Pittsburg,  Va.  for  the  north. — 
The  citizens  by  a liberal  subscription  have  amply 
provided  for  their  convenience.  At  a public  meeting 
of  the  citizens  »t  was  resolved  that  the  thanks  there- 
of be  presented  to  the  ladies  for  the  zeal  they  had 
displayed  in  aiding  the  equipment  of  the  corps. 

The  force  at  Sachet’s  Harbor  is  upwards  of  2000 
men.  The  whole  force  under  brigadier  gen.  Har- 
rison, will  amount  to  about  8000  men,  in  a very  short 
time. 

Col.  James  Smith,  of  Indian  memory,  who  dis- 
tinguished himself  m early  times  as  an  enemy  to  the 
tyranny  of  Britain,  who  was  one  of  the  Black  boys. 
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of  the  Sideling,  Hill  expedition  in  Pennsylvania,  so. 
much  celebrated,  and  who  is  nearly  80  years  of  age,  I 
has  gone  to  join  our  army.  When  he  heard  of  the 
surrender  of  Hull,  ,his  patriotic  soul  could  not 
rest  until  he  determined  to  throw  in  his  mite,  for  the 
defence  of  his  country,  for  whose  liberty  and  rights 
he  has  devoted  a long  life.  Western  paper. 

We  understand,  says  the  Boston  Chronicle,  that 
all  the  officers  of  the  late  North  Western  army  who 
have  families,  have  been  paroled,  and  are  on  their 
way  home.  Capt.  Snelling,  who  particularly  distin- 
guished himself  at  Tippecanoe,  and  at  the  action  near 
Browns  town,  and  who  would  doubtless  have  reaped 
fresh  laurels  at  Malden  or  Detroit  had  he  been  per- 
mitted so  to  do,  arrived  in  this  town  (his  native  place) 
cn  Tuesday  evening  last.  We  have  conversed  with 
capt.  Snelling’,  and  find  that  the  previous  accounts  of 
the  unexpected  and  fatal  surrender  of  Detroit* were 
but  too  true.  He  agrees  in  his  general  statement 
with  tire  affidavit  of  capt.  David  Dobbin. 

It  is  pleasant  to  observe  the  liberal  attentions  that 
have  been  paid  by  the  ladies,  in  many  parts  of  the 
U.  States,  to  the  regular  troops  and  volunteers  pass- 
ing to  the  northward.  At  Aaronsburg,  Pa.  they  pro- 
vided an  elegant  supper  and  breakfast  for  five  com- 
panies of  riflemen  marching  to  Meadvflle,  and  had 
erected  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  through  which 
they  were  to  pass,  a large  and  elegant  triumphal 
arch,  under  which  the  volunteers  marched  when  the 
line  was  taken  up  in  the  morning. 

Northumberland,  (Pa.)  Sept.  8. 

On  Sunday  last,  passed  through  this  town  upwards 

300  regular  troops  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Bau'scler,  on  their  way  to  Detroit.  We  understand 
that  a number  more  will  be  on  in  a few  days. 

From  the  best  information  we  have  been  able  to 
collect  (says  a Frankford  paper,)  the  following  is 
about  the  force  Gen.  Harrison  has  with  him  from 


Kentucky : 


Allen’s  regiment. 

. 650 

Scott  s 

do  ... 

600 

Lewis’ 

do 

. 650 

Foague’s 

do  . 

640 

Barbee’s 

do 

. 640 

Jennings* 

do 

600 

d Volunteers  (for  a short  period) 

. 500 

•s  under  co 

ilonel  Weils, 

400 

Simrall’s 

regiment  of  horse. 

. 300 

Gerrard’s 

troop  of  horse. 

80 

Total 

5,060 

Regular 


These  troops  will  probably  march  on  immedi- 
ately to  Detroit,  and  thus  force  the  Indians  to 
rally  about  Malden,  to  defend  liis  majesty’s  domin- 
ions— while  gen.  Hopkins  will  employ  the  following 
force  for  the  destruction  of  the  Wabash  Indians,  and 
perhaps  co-operate  with  Harrison  : 

Colonel  Wilcox’s  regiment  (now  at  Vincen- 
nes)   588 

Miller’s  regiment  (on  their  march 
to  Vincennes)  . . . 700 

Mounted  Volunteers,  (say)  . . . 600 


I Zanesville,  (Ohio)  Sept.  16. 

I The  treaty  making  at  Piqua  has  been  broken  up. 
The  commissioners’  report  will  be  given  in  our  next. 
The  Indians  who  attended  there  are  required  to  re- 
main within  om*  protection,  and  are  enrolled  and  mus- 
tered daily  to  prevent  desertion.  The  warriors  are 
said  to  amount  to  upwards  of  300  men.  Gen.  Harri- 
sen  lias  marched  with  a strong  force  to  fort  Wayne, 
700  of  whom  are  mounted  riflemen  and  musketeers. 
Gov.  Meigs  remains  at  Urbana  with  a strong  force, 
waiting  orders  from  the  war  department.  Detroit 
has  a small  detachment  left  in  it  as  a guard  by  the 
British,  but  they  have  carried  off  the  greater  part  of 
its  supplies.  Malden  is  also  defended  at  present  by 
a small  force. 

September  2. 

Died,  in  Detroit,  on  Sunday  the  16th  ult.  Dr. 
James  Reynolds,  surgeon’s  mate  in  colonel  Cass’s 
regiment  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  and  only  brother 
to  major  John  Reynolds,  of  this  count} — aged  24 
years.  His  death  was  occasioned  by  a cannon  shot 
from  a battery  erected  by  the  British  after  the  evaeu* 
ation  of  Sandwich,  which  carried  away  one  of  hi* 
thighs  and  part  of  the  other.  He  survived  his 
wounds  about  half  an  hour,  and  died  with  fortitude — 
Among  his  last  words  he  is  said  to  have  expressed 
himself  as  follows  : u Fight  on  my  brave  comrades — 
7 shall  never  see  Zanesville • — 7 die  in  peace .” 
u O pity,  if  the  holy  tear, 

Immortal,  decks  the  wing  of  time, 

’Tisdvhtn  the  soldier’s  honor’d  bier, 

Demands  the  glittering  drop  sublime; 

For  who,  from  busy  life  remov’d, 

Such  glorious,  dang’rous  toil  has  prov’d 
As  he,  who  on  th’  embattled  plain 
Lies,  nobly  slain  ? 

The  Indians  have  committed  several  murders  in 
the  Indiana  territory.  Great  consternation  prevailed. 
But  confidence  was  in  great  degree  restored,  as  con- 
siderable bodies  of  militia  were  collected  with  a view 
of  attacking  the  savages  in  their  towns. 

From  Montreal , Sept.  7 . — “ Yesterday  gen.  Hull, 
and  the  4th  regiment  United  States  regulars,  arrived 
here,  prisoners  of  war,  and  were  confined  in  the 
government  house.  The  general  rode  at  their  head 
in  a calash,  and  looked  dignified,  but  distressed. — 
A great  crowd  followed  them,  and  when  the  troops 
which  guarded  them  arrived  at  the  government- 
house  the  populace  gave  three  cheers,  and  the  drum* 
beat  Yankee  Boodle.  If  this  was  intended  as  an 
insult  to  the  prisoners,  it  was  mean  and  pitiful.” 

NAVAL. 

We  hear  of  about  12  or  13  British  vessels  of  war 
on  our  coasts — Commodore  Rodgers,  perhaps,  will 
! soon  scatter  them,  as  they  are  only  frigates.  He  was 
I expected  to  sail  from  Boston  on  Thursday  last,  with 
the  whole  naval  force  at  that  place,  in  high  spirits 
and  panting  for  an  opportunity  to  signalize  them- 
selves. , # ^ 

The  frigate  President  received  a new  main  yard  in 
Boston.  It  is  92  feet  in  length. 

The  U,  S.  corvette  John  Adams  is  ordered  to  he 
dismantled  at  New-York  as  unfit  for  naval  service, 
and  will  be  used  as  a prison  ship. 


Total  . . 1,888 

In  the  above  estimate  it  will  be  observed  colonel  Bar- 
bour’s regiment,  which  has  marched  to  the  aid  of 
Edward.:,  is  not  included.  We  have  no  idea  of  the 
force  Ohio  and  Indiana  will  add  to  the  above. 

About  1200  volunteers  completely  equipped,  pass- 
ed through  Pittsburg  during  the  week  ending’  Sept. 
17,  on  their  way  to  Meadvilie. 

The  Indians  are  committing  dreadful  depredations 
on  the  frontiers — there  is  every  prospect  of  an  extent-- 
sive  Indian  war,  unless  the  head-quarters  of  the  sa- 
vages in  Canada  are  immediately  broken  up.  - 


The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Alert  has  arrived  at  New- 
York  as  a cartel  with  232  American  prisoners — there 

remained  in  Halifax  nearly  1200  prisoners. 

Since  tlie  arrival  of  the  Alert  several  other  cartels 

have  reached  the  United  States. It  seems  to 

be  the  disposition  of  both  governments  to  relieve 
themselves  of  their  prisoners  as  soon  as  possible.  We 
have  the  satisfaction  to  observe  that,  as  yet,  the  ba- 
lance is  much  in  our  favor;  though,  as  must  have 
been  expected,  many  of  our  vessels  have  been  cap- 
tured. 

Captain  Bulkeley,  an  old  successful  cruiser  of  the 
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revolution,  is  fitting1  out  a privateer  of  20  guns  at 
New-London,  Connecticut.  Another  fine  vessel  is 
also  preparing  at  that  place.  New-privateers  appear 

to  be  fitting  out  in  all  the  eastern  ports. The 

following  are  nearly  ready  for  sea  at  New  York 

Ships  Volunteer,  22  guns  ; Chinese,  18  do.  Brigs 
Iiolkar*  16  do.  Anaconda  18  do.  Retaliation  9 do. 
Sc.hrs.  Isaac  Hull,  17  do.  Governor  Tompkins,  16 
do.  Tartar,  7 do.  S wad  low,  6 do. 

The  British  continue  to  capture  and  send  into  Bei,- 
muda  all  the  vessels  under  Spanish  colors  they  meet 
with,  considering  them  as  being’  truly  American. 

The  James  Madison  privateer  has  been  dearly  cap- 
tured by  the  Jason  frigate.  Tlie  brave  fellows  would 
not  strike  till  they  had  fired  a broadside  which  killed 
seventeen  of  the  Juso:  ’s  crew. 

The  Raul  Jones  privateer  is  said  to  have  captured 
fourteen  British  vessels  near  Porto  Rico,  some  of 
them,  large  and  valuable.  None  of  the  prizes  have 
yet  arrived. 

The  privateer  Shadow,  of  Philadelphia,  has  been 
lost.  All  her  crew  perished.  Particulars  are  not 
known,  but  it  is  supposed  she  run  under  while  cha- 
sed by  a British  vessel  of  war. 

Our  squadron,  it  appears,  being  seen  at  sea,  have 
been  taken  for  a squadron  of  French  frigates  by  the 
English. 

Nautical  novelty. — There  has  arrived  at  Salem  a 
privateer  boat  of  about  ten  tons,  that  during  her 
cruise  has  captured  three  small  English  vessels.  It 
will  not  much  amaze  us,  by  and  bye,  if  these  people 
go  out  to  fight  the  enemy  in  washing  tubs — their 
hardihood  and  enter  prize  is  equal  to  any  thing. 

Twenty  American  privateers  have  been  sent  into 
Halifax,  or  destroyed,  by  the  British  since  the  decla- 
ration of  war.  Three  or  four  of  them  were  valuable 
vessels — the  rest  chiefly  fitted  out  for  the  moment, 
and,  of  themselves,  of  no  importance — their  brave 
crews  returning-. 

A vessel  left  New-York  bound  up  the  Hudson,  on 
the  20th  instant,  with  100  seamen,  and  twenty  32 
pounders,  for  the  Lakes. 

From  the  6th  of  April  to  the  22d  of  August  last, 
there  arrived  at  the  port  of  New-York,  from  foreign 
places,  142  ships,  84  brigs  and  40  schooners,  in  all, 
267  preserved  from  the  fangs  of  the  enemy. 

First  condemnations  in  England. — A London  paper 
of  Augusts,  says — twelve  American  vessels,  with 
their  cargoes  were  condemned  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing by  sir  Win.  Scott,  judge  of  the  Admiralty  court. 

It  is  with  regret  we  have  seen  it  slyly  insinuated, 
or  positively  stated  in  some  of  the  papers,  that  the 
brave  captain  Hull  lias  been  dismissed  from  the 
service  or  retired  in  disgust,  in  consequence  of  a 
misunderstanding  with  the  secretary  of  the  navy  ; 
all  * which  reports  or  assertions  are  unfounded  in  every 
particular — the  real  cause  of  his  temporary  retire- 
ment was  mentioned  in  our  last. 

At  a meeting  of  the  common  council  of  New-York, 
on  the  18th  iust.  it  was  resolved,  “ that  the  rnzKnojr 
of  the  city  be  presented  to  captain  Hull  in  a gold 
box,  with,  an  appropriate  inscription,  and  that  Ids 
honor  the  mayor  be  requested  to  forward  the  same, 
with  a copy  of  this  resolution.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Halifax , Sept.  10,  received 
at  Boston. — “SirJ.  B.  Warren  is  coming  out  from 
England  with  four  or  five  sail  of  the  line.  Whether 
he  will  touch  here,  or  go  to  the  Chesapeake  first,  is 
uncertain  ; buthe  is  entrusted  with  a very  extensive 
command,  including  the  Jamaica  and  Windward 
Island  stations,  and  with  full  powers  to  negotiate 

* The  old  planters  and  merchants  in  the  West  In- 
dies will  feel  unpleasant  at  the  mere  name  of  this  ves- 
sel. 


a peace,  should  he  find  the  American  government  s« 
disposed.” 

The  Halifax  papers  say,  the  American  licensed 
vessels  from  England,  sent  in  there,  will  with  their 
cargoes,  be  protected  for  whoever  the  property  be- 
longs to,  Englishmen  or  American. 

A British  gun  brig  and  armed  schooner  lying  in  St. 
Thomas’  have  been  challenged  to  come  out  by  two 
of  our  privateers. 

New- York,  Sept.  22. 

We  understand  that  Isaac  Cbauncey  is  appointed 
to  the  rank  of  commodore,  and  will  leave  this  city 
on  Wednesday  for  the  lakes,  with  600  as  hearty  tars 
as  ever  floated,  who  have  volunteered  their  services 
in  defence  of  their  country. 

Extract from  the  log-book  of  the  schooner  Atlas , capt. 

David  dlTaffet. 

August  3,  in  lat.  37,  30,  long.  46  west,  at  half  past 
8 a.  m.  made  two  sail  to  the  westward  standing  to 
the  x.  n,.  tacked  to  the  southward — at  half  past  9 
tacked  to  the  northward — at  10  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters 
and  cleared  for  action. 

' At  half  past  10  bore  away  for  both  ships,  and 
hoisted  the  American  ensign  and  pendant- — at  three 
quarters  past  10  the  smallest  ship  fired  a shot  at  us, 
both  ships  at  this  time,  having  English  colors  flying*. 

At  11  a.  si.  the  action  commenced  by  a broadside 
and  musquetry  from  the  Atlas,  which  continued 
f engaging  both  ships  at  the  same  time J until  noon, 
when  the  small  ship  struck  her  colors.  We  then 
directed  the  whole  of  our  fire  against  the  large  ship, 
but  to  our  utmost  surprise  the  small  ship  again 
opened  her  fire  on  us,  although  her  colors  were  still 
down  ; we  again  commenced  firing  on  her  and  in  a 
few  minutes  drove  every  man  off  her  decks. 

At  20  minutes  past  meridian  the  large  ship  struck 
— we  immediately  took  possession  of  them ; one 
proved  to  be  the  ship  Pursuit,  capt.  Chivers,  of 
London,-  of  450  tons,  16  guns,  18  and  9 pounders, 
with  a complement  of  35  men  ; the  other  the  ship 
Planter,  capt.  Frith,  of  Bristol  of  280  tons,  12  guns, 
12  pounders,  and  15  men  ; both  with  valuable  car- 
goes of  sugar,  coffee,  cotton  and  cocoa,  30  days  out 
from  Surinam  bound  to  London. 

Shifted  the  prisoners  ; put  a prize  master,  mate, 
and  crew  on  board  of  each  of  them  and  stood  to  the 
southward  in  company. 

During-  the  action  we  had  John  Council  killed 
Wm.  Curl  mortally  wounded,  since  dead;  Murray 
Talbot  severely  wounded;  and  Joseph  Monnack, 
James  Gill,  James  Russell  and  Martin  Christ,  slight- 
ly wounded.  Every  one  of  the  shrouds  on  the  lar- 
board side  were  shot  away,  some  of  them  in  two  or 
three  places,  the  running  rigging  and  sails  very  much 
cut. 

In  consequence  of  the  disabled  condition  of  our 
rigging  and  our  fore  yard  being  gone,  capt.  Maffet 
determined  on  convoying  the  prizes  to  the  first  port 
in  the  United  States,  to  refit ; kept  in  company  with 
the  prizes  until  Wedne.  tfi  y the  2d  September,  when 
at  half  part  4 a.  m.  we  made  a iarge  ship  to  the  east- 
ward standing  to  the  southward,  at  half  past  5,  she 
tacked  after  us  ; in  chase  we  bore  down  and  spoke 
the  Pursuit,  and  ordered  the  prize  master  to  tack 
to  the  southward  and  make  the  first  port  he  could — 
at  6 spoke  the  Planter  and  informed  the  ship  in  chase 
was  a frigate,  and  ordered  him  to  make  all  sail  to  the 
northward — at  10,  the  Pursuit  out  of  sight  to  the 
southward — at  11,  backed  the  main  top-saii,  the 
strange  sail  coming  up  fast  with  the  Planter — at  me- 
ridian tacked  to  the  southward — at  half  past  1 r.  m. 
the  frigate  fired  five  guns  at  the  Planter,  which  oblig- 
ed her  to  bring  too,  supposing  her  to  be  a British 
frigate  as  she  kept  English  colors  flying,  we  made 
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sail  to  the  westward — at  half  past  3 p.  m.  the  frigate 
and  the  Planter  still  in  sight,  lying  too,  the  American 
colors  still  flying  at  the  Planter’s  mizen  peak. 

We  have  every  reason  to  suppose  th.A  the  large 
ship  escaped,  as  she  was  five  hour:;  out  of  sight  befor  e 
We  iost  sight  of  the  frigate  and  the  Planter.  [The 
prizes  have  safely  arrived.] 

THE  BRIG  TULIP. 

Ti  i strict  court  of  Pennsylvania , September  11,  1812. 

The  brig  Tulip,  Funk,  master,  was  captured  and 
brought  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  adjudica- 
tion, by  the  private  armed  schooner  Atlas,  Mallet, 
Commander,  and  both  vessel  and  cargo  were  claimed 
for  William  Shaw,  merchant,  of  New- York. 

The  case  was  argued  for  several  days,  by  Mr.  Dal- 
las for  the  captors.,  and  by  Messrs.  Hopkinbon  and 
Bixnet  for  the  claimant. 

This  day  judge  Peters  pronounced  a decree  con- 
demning both  vessel  and  cargo,  as  lawful  prize  ; 
principally  on  the  ground  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
capture,  the  vessel  was  sailing  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  under  a contract  between  the  claimant  and 
Mr.  Foster,  the  late  British  minister,  to  land  a mes- 
senger, with  derspatclies,  in  England,  in  the  course  of 
her  voyage  from  New-York, , ostensibly  for  Lisbon. 


American  Prizes. 

(weekly  LIST, CONTINUED  FROM  PAOE  48.) 

177.  Ship  Esther,  ,12  guns,  25  men,  a valuable  ves- 
sel— sent  into  Gloucester  by  the  Montgomery  of  Sa- 
lem. 

178.  Schooner  Venus,  privateer  built,  with  a valu- 
able cargo  from  the  West  Indies — sent  into  New- 
York  by  the  Teazel*  privateer. 

179.  Ship  Quebec,  from  Jamaica,  16  guns  52  men, 
burthen  400  loirs — laden  with  sugar,  &c.  valued  at  I 
300,000$>' — sent  into  New-York  by  the  Saratoga,  of 
that  port.  Her  cargo  consists  of  334  hhds.  sugar,  59 
puncheons  rum,  636  bales  cotton,  52  tierces  coffee, 
51-2  tons  logwood,  70  tons  fustic,  1 ton  ebony,  a quan- 
tity of  old  copper,  castor  oil,  hides  and  spars.  The 
Saratoga  has  returned  to  port  with  between  70  and 
80  prisoners  on  board-*— nearly  as  many  as  her  crew  at 
p esent  consists  of. 

180.  Ship  Richmond,  14  guns,  25  men  besides  offi- 
cers, eight  hundred  tons  burthen,  deeply  laden  with 
West  India  produce,  worth  200,000$) — captured  on 
her  voyage  from  Jamaica  for  London,  and  sent  into 
Portsmouth  by  the  privateer  Thomas. 

181.  Ship  A donis,  of  Greenock,  12  guns  and  25 
men,  a valuable  vessel  in  ballast,  from  Newfoundland 
lor  Nova  Scotia — sent  into  Salem  by  the  Montgome- 
ry privateer. 

182.  Ship  Falmouth,  14  guns,  30  men,  from  Jamai- 
ca for  Bristol  (E.)  with  a cargo  valued  at  200,U0Q$j 
Sent  into  Portsmouth  by  the  Thomas,  of  that  port. 

[The  ship  captured  by  the  Atlas,  and  sent  into 
Philadelphia,  (see  prize-list.  No.  162)  is  called  the 
Pursuit.] 

183.  Brig  Two -Friends,  sent  into  Boston  by  the 
Benjamin  Franklin  privateer. 

184.  Snow  Friends,  6 guns,  burthen  290  tons,  la- 
den with  timber,  &c.  sent  into  do.  by  the  Dart  priva- 
teer. 

185.  Brig  William,  sent  into  Boston  by  the  Rossie 
of  Baltimore. 

186.  Schooner  Trial,  sent  into  Salem  by  the  lead- 
er, of  Providence. 

187.  Schooner  John  & George,  sent  into  Boston  by 
the  Regulator  privateer. 

188.  Ship , chiefly  laden  with  rum,  sent  in- 

to Wilmington  (N.  Carolina,)  by  the  Poor  Sailpr,  of 
Charleston. 


189.  Brig , with  above  200  hhds.  rum,  sent 

into  Portland  by  the  Dart  priv.  teer. 

190.  Schooner  Mary  Ann,  with  a' cargo  of  rum  and 
coffi  e — sent  into  Norfolk  .by  the  privateer  Blacfcjoke. 
of  New-York. 


Supplies  for  the  Army. 

The  Avrora  informs  us  that  abundant  provision 
has.  been  made  to  supply  the  u^nfy  .with  cloth  mg  of 
American  manufacture.  La%e  quantities  of  home- 
made Kerseys,  of  a very  superior  quality,  have  been 
contracted  for,  and  in  part  received.  A single  wool- 
en manufacturer  in  Ncw-Hampshire  has  contracted 
to  furnish  Jive  thousand  yards  of  cloth  per  month . — 
Even  blankets  appear  to  be  coming  forward  in  suffi- 
cient quantities.  One  individual  has  offered  to  iurt 
nish  a ntiilion  of  pounds  of  gun-powder  per  annum. — 1 
The  prices  of  all  these  articles  are  considerably  re- 
duced, and  die  editor  says,  “ die  supplies  from  do- 
mestic resources  are  so  ample  as  to  keep  foreign  mo- 
nopolists and  forestallers  in  check;  and  ailer  the 
present  year,  such  are  the  resources  of  die  country, 
that  we  shall  not  require  a single  article  of  foreign 
manufacture  to  supply  the  army,  should  it  be  requir- 
ed to  clothe  50,000  men.” 

Blessed  effects  of  die  orders  in  council ! 

MATERIALS  OF  WAR. 

Messrs.  M‘Kinney  and  Bancroft  have  a powder 
manufactory  at  Moreau,  in  this  county,  which  with 
suitable  encouragement  would  furnish  powder  suffi- 
cient for  the  consumption  of  the  state.  Their  pow- 
der is  of  an  excellent  quality.  Messrs.  Coggswell 
and  Hosford  are  erecting  a gun  factory  in  Albany,  it 
is  intended 'to  produce  at  least  25,000  stands  of  mus- 
j kets  yearly.  They  have  engaged  to  supply  whatever 
quantity  may  be  wanted  by  the  sta.e.  Messrs. 
Stafford  and  Rodgers  of  Albany,  have  nearly  com- 
pleted a furnace  in  that  city,  for  the  casting  of  can- 
non on  an  extensive  scale.  A Air.  Hanks  of  Wash- 
ington village  (opposite  Troy)  deserves  great  credit 
for  Ills  skill  and  enterprize.  He  has  actually  cast  se- 
veral elegant  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  and  has  con- 
tracts for  50  pieces.  Let  us  not  again  be  told  that 
we  are  unprepared  for  war.  Saratoga  Pat. 


North  Western  Frontiers. 

Reply  of  Governor  Afeigs,  to  the  Memorial  of  the 
citizens  of  Chilicolhe , on  the  subject  of  protecting 
the  frontiers . 

Hon,  Thom  * s Scott,  Esq.  chairman  of  a meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Chilicothe  : 

SIR — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yours  of  the 
26th  ult.  enclosing  certain  resolutions.  The  moment 
I heard  of  the  loss  of  Gen.  Hull’s  army,  1 sent  (by 
expresses)  to  every  frontier  general,  orders  to  take 
immediate  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
wdhin  their  respective  commands — Also,  to  advise 
the  inhabitants  to  associate  and  erect  bloc  khouses  for 
the  defence  and.  accommodation  of  families.  To  all 
those  generals,  and  at  different  places,  I have  sent 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  public  stores  at  Lr- 
bana,  and  they  are  now  on  the  frontiers  carrying  into 
effect  those  orders. 

Soon  after  the  issuing  of  these  orders,  I was  called 
on  by  the  commandant  of  fort  Wayne,  to  afford  him 
immediate  relief,  as  he  was  apprehensive  of  an  im- 
mediate attack  by  the  Indians ; while  I was  at  Ur- 
ban a,  Gen.  Worthington,  Mr.  Morrow  and  other  gen- 
tlemen had  made  preparations  for  the  relief  of  fort 
Wayne,  by  volunteers  who  had  arrived  from  all  quar- 
ters to  the  council  on  the  30th.  Gen.  Worthington, 
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general  Lvde,  colonel  Dunlap  and  colonel  Adams, 
advanced  to  St.  Mary’s  on  the  31st,  with  about  500 

men. J left  Lonnies  on  the  30th,  when  200  more 

men  moved  for  St.  Mary’s  to  join  the  others,*  and 
proceed  to  fort  Wayne,  55  miles  from  the  latter 
piace ; 500  of  these  are  mounted  riflemen,  and  it  is 
expected  the  relief  will  be  effected.  Ten  thousand 
rations  are  ordered  to  Lormies — 10,000  to  St.  Mary’s 
and  20,000  to  fort  'Vv  ayne. 

At  Greenville* ^block-houses  and  a stockade  are 
forming1.  Stations  will  be  preserved  ut  Lormies  and 
St.  Mary’s.  On  the  Urbana  route  to  Maume,  fort 
y Manary  and  fort  M*  Arthur  are  reinforced,  and  the 
' works  enlarged  by  the  erection  of  additional  block 
' houses  and  picquets.  At  Urbana,  general  Tapper 
has  nearly  800  six-months  troops,  in  good  order 
' which,  if  offensive  operations  should  be  resumed, 
will  be  placed  under  the  order  of  general  Harrison — 
if  defensive  only,  they  may  be  placed  at  different  stu- 
gjtion%  to  cover  the  frontiers.  Governor  Harrison 
has  been  appointed  major-general  by  brevet,  by  the 
executive  of  Kentucky,  and  is  now  marching  to  this 
place  five  regiments.of  infantry,  one  of  riflemen,  one 
of  dragoons,  and  one  of  mounted  riflemen,  making 
in  the  aggregate  more  than  4,000  men.  To  these 
* will  be  added  colonel  Well’s  regiment  of  the  U. 
States  troops,  now  under  the  command  of  General 
Harrison,  he  being  brigadier-general  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  These  forces  will  not  be  idle  ; 
they"  will  soon  engage  the  attention  of  the  Indians 
from  our  frontiers  ; and  it  is  highly  fortunate  that 
the  forces  are  to  be  commanded  by  General  Harri- 
son, in  whom  is  united  the  confidence  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  west. 

At  the  council  nothing-  is  done,  nor  on  our  parts 
is  intended  to  be,  until  we  have  adopted  a system  of 
military  operations ; and  the  troops  arrive  to  the 
frontiers.  Governor  Harrison  has  desired  to  meet 
me,  for  the  purpose  of  consultation,  which  will  soon 
be  had.  1 think  that  most  of  the  friendly  Indians,  in 
tills  quarter  will  fortify  and  maintain  the  town  of 
Waupakaneta,  27  miles  from  this.  The  Sandusky 
Indians  will  establish  themselves  at  Zane’s,  16  miles 
from  Urbana,  for  which  purpose,  I have  directed 
block-houses  to  be  built  for  them  there.  The  post 
at -Upper  Sandusky  at  the  rapids  of  the  Maume,  may 
soon  be  occupied,  and  the  country  be  well  guarded 
from  savage  incursions.  On  the  lake  a number  of 
posts  will  be  established,  at  the  mouths  of  the  ri- 
vers- I have  been  minute  in  this  communication, 
because  I know  an  alarming  anxiety  pervades  the 
state. 

Upon  the  first  news  of  Gen.  Hull’s  capitulation, 
there  was  a spontaneous  and  rapid  movement  of  arm- 
ed citizens  to  the  frontiers  from  every  part  of  tills 
section  of  the  state,  more  than  1500  have  returned. 
With  regard  to  the  other  portions  of  the  stste,  I have 
not  heard.  With  the  arrangements  already  detail- 
ed, and  the  prospect  of  so  immediate  and -respecta- 
ble a force,  I must,  with  deference  to  your  opinion, 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  call  out  the  force  by  procla- 
mation. It  would  have  an  effect  to  consume  those 
provisions  which  are  wanted  for  the  troops  above  de- 
scribed, and  without  which  general  Harrison’s  army 
and  the  army  at  Urbana  cannot  operate.  With  re- 
gard to  the  propriety  of  donating  land  to  the  de- 
fenders of  the  frontiers,  I readi  ly  agree  with  you ; but 
nothing  can  be  done  in  relation  to  that  object,  until 
congress-shall  be  in  session.  I also  readily  concur  in 
the  propriety  of  proclaiming  to  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  the  urgent  necessity  of  a prompt  and  faith  ; 
ful  discharge  of  their  duty,  in  the  detection  of  trai-j 

* Logan,  and  a few  of  his  Shawanoe  Warriors,  ac-  J 
companied  them  as  spies  in  advance.  i 


tors  and  spies.  I expect  to-morrow  to  repair  to  Day- 
ton,  with  a view  to  make  arrangements  with  gover- 
nor Harrison,  after  which,  the  plan  of  volunteer  en- 
rollment may  be  adopted.  13y  our  law,  every  officer, 
in  case  of  threatened  or  actual  invasion)  has  a right 
to  cail  out  the  whole  or  part  of  all  the  militia  under 
his  command.  If  any  important  event  occurs,  I will 
communicate  it. 

It.  J.  MEIGS. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  governor  Meigs,  to  a gentle- 
man in  Chilicothe,  dated 

Uiibaxaj  Sept.  5, 1812. 

“ On  the  3d  inst.  500  Ohio  volunteers  were  at  Si. 
Mary’s.  Yesterday  I left  Gen.  Harrison  at  Piqua, 
with  2,000  Kentuckians,  and  colonel  Wells  with  400 
regulars — 2,000  Kentuckians  are  at  or  near  Dayton? 
We  have  1,000  Ohio  six-months  men  here.” 

British  Challenge. 

Ignorant  of  the  fate  of  the  blustering  Dacres,  the 
commander  of  the  Southampton  frigate,  sir  James. 
Yeo,  has  sent  the  following  very  polite  message  to 
captain  Porter  of  the  Essex.  The  king,  “ the  foun 
tain  of  honor”  has  dubbed  this  man  a knight ; we 
trust  til  at  Porter  may  have  an  opportunity  oi  drubbing 
him  into  a ge?itleman. 

“ A passenger  of  the  brig  Lyon  from  Havanna  to 
New-York,  captured  by  the  brig  Southampton,  sir- 
James  Yeo,  commander,  is  requested  by  sir  James 
Yeo,  to  present  his  compliments  to  captain  Porter, 
commander  of  the  American  frigate  Essex,  would 
be  glad  to  have  a tete-a-tete  any  where  between  the 
capes  of  Delaware  and  the  Havanna,  when  he  would 
have  the  pleasure  to  break  his  own  sword  over  his 
damned  head  and  put  him  down  forward  in  irons.’* 
AMERICAN  ACCEPTANCE. 

“ Captain  Porter , of  the  United  States  frigate 
Esse.r,  presents  his  compliments  to  sir  James  Yeo, 
commanding  his  Britannic  majesty’s  frigate  South- 
ampton, anti  accepts  with  pleasure  his  polite  invita- 
tion. If  agreeable  to  sir  James,  captain  Porter  would 
prefer  meeting  near  the  Delaware,  where,  captain  V. 
pledges  his  honor  to  sir  James,  that  no  other  Ame- 
rican vessel  shall  interrupt  their  tele-a-tete. 

The  Essex  may  lie  known  by  a flag  bearing  the 
motto FilliK  THAOS  AiN  J)  SAIt.ORS  R.IGHT9. 

And  when  that  is  struck  to  the  Southampton,  cap- 
tain Porter  will  deserve  the  treatment  promised  by 
sir  James.” 

Philadelphia,  September  18,  1812. 


Naval  Warfare. 

The  universal  anxiety  and  constant  looking  of  the 
people  of  the  U.  States  to  the  ocean  for  the  brilliant 
achievements  of  our  seamen,  would  convince  us  that  a 
navy, adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  coast,  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  in  the  puplic  estimation.  How  great 
its  force  should  be — or  to  what  power  we  can  extend 
it  by  the  voluntary  enlistment  of  seamen  (and  no  other 
mode  for  manning'the  vessels  can  be  resorted  to)  are 
questions  that  we  freely  acknowledge  ourselves  un- 
able to  answer,  eveu  to  our  own  satisfaction.  But 
we  are  satisfied  that  an  increase  of  our  armed  ves- 
selsmust  be  made;  and  hope  that  the  first  act  of 
congress  at  its  next  session,  will  be,  to  authorise  the 
equipment  of  an  additional  number  ol'  vessels  of  war. 
j There  are  very  few  ports  in  the  United  States  that 
| cannot  furnish  seve  -a!  stout  and  fist  sailing  ships  ca- 
jpable  of  carrying  from  20  to  30  heavy  guns,  and  ea- 
sily prepared  to  dispute  the  “sovereignty  of  the 
i ocean,”  with  the  self-assured  mistress  of  every  sea. 
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If  the  propel*  appropriation  is  speedily  made, 
twenty  or  thirty  capital  cruizers  may  be  in  readiness 
by  the  first  of  April,  well  calculated  to  come  into 
contact  with  the  light  squadrons  of  the  enefny,  with 
which  our  coasts  will  be  chiefly  perplexed,  and  to 
iissaii  his  rich  convoys  with  every  prospect  of  glori- 
ous success.  In  our  present  little  navy  are  many 
officers  of  the  fairest  promise,  who  only  want  oppor- 
tunity to  add  to  the  laurels  of  their  country,  and  our 
seamen  have  proved  themselves  to  be  ever}'  way  fitted 
fbrthe  most  ‘daring  enter  prizes.  The  crew  of  the 
Constitution  frigate,  who  so  easily  baffled  all  tire  skill 
and  experience  of  the  long-trained  British  seamen  on 
board  the  Guetmiere,  had  been  recruited  only  a few 
weeks  ; and  they  appear  to  have  been  fully  capable 
of  defeating  two  such  vessels  at  the  same  time,  judg- 
ing of  the  comparative  damage  done  by  the  opposing 
frigates.  Besides  thousands  of  them  have  suffered 
personal  injuries  front  the  haughty  “lords  of  the 
ocean,”  and  pant  for  an  occasion  to  avenge  their  indi- 
vidual wrongs.  Let  this  feeling  have  play,  and  be 
directed  to  the  common  defeat  of  the  foe,  on  that  ele- 
ment so  necessary  to  his  existence  as  a nation  ; and 
without  a supremacy  oil  which  he  must  dwindle  to 
insignificance.  Time  will  prove  that  he  cannot — 
dare  not— send  hither  those  all-powerful  and  over- 
whelming fleets  that  we  have  been  threatened  with  ; 
and,  in  general,  we  might  maintain  a navy  compe- 
tent to  preserve  the  coast  from  insult,  by  reason  of 
the  many  places  of  safety  and  refuge  it  affords  for 
our  vessels,  when  in  danger  of  encountering  a supe- 
rior force. 

In  the  course  of  events,  if  the  war  should  last 
long,  the  enemy  will  be  dispossessed  of  Halifax,  his 
great  naval  depot  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic ; an 
object  noteasily  achieved  but  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  be  effected,  and  which  will,  therefore,  be 
effected  as  the  most  desirable  thing  to  battle  his  de- 
signs on  our  coasts.  In  the  interim,  at  least  300  pri- 
vateers, and  perhaps  a mush  greater  number,  will 
give  full  employ  to  a large  portion  of  his  navy  ; for 
a merchant  ship  will  not  put  to  sea  but  under  con- 
voy, arid  the  convoys  must  consist  of  many  armed 
vessels  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  ships  under  charge 
as  has  already  been  proved  by  experience.  The  situ- 
ation of  tile  United  States,  compared  with  that  of 
England  is  essentially  different.  However  inconve- 
nient it  may  be  to  some  we  can  do  without  a regular- 
foreign  trade  for  many  years,  there  being  so  many 
objects  at  home  to  which  labor  and  capital  may  be 
applied  with  advantage.  But  if  England  is  cut  off 
from  the  sea  ; if  every  trench  of  her  foreign  and  co- 
lonial trade  is  jeopardized  (and  so  it  will  be)  misery 
and  distress  will  pervade  the  whole  country,  all  the 
domestic  objects  of  labor  and  capital  being  accom- 
plished already.  While  the  war  lasts,  let  it  be  car- 
ried on  by  every  possible  means  to  injure  the  enemy, 
that  he- may  be  induced  to  those  rights,  of  necessity 
that  we  have  long  besought  h im  to  reverence,  for  the 
justice  of  them.  This  is  the  general  sentiment  of 
tiie  people,  and  congress  will  not  be  inattentive  to  the 
favorite  object  of  a large  portion  of  their  constituents 
on  the  sea-board,  to  humbie  “ their  enemy  in  their 
own  way” — While  the  gal  ianff inhabitants  of  the  west 
are  supporting  our  standard  in  Canada,  and  trampling 
under  their  feet  the  white  and  red  savages  that  have 
assailed  them,  let  the  citizens  of  the  east  a hardy 
band  of  sea-boys , on  their  own  proper  element,  meet 
the  overbearing  foe,  and  teach  him  that  on  land  or 
on  water  the  republic  is  invincible. 

A generous  sentiment  pervades  the  mind  of  our 
seamen.  They  unanimously  believe  themselves  capa- 
ble of  defeating  the  English,  man  for  man,  and  gun 
for  gun.  They  are  a more  numerous  bod}'  than  all 
Europe  possesses,  Great  Britain  excepted,  consisting 


of  from  80  to  100, ‘300  men,  to  Whom  the  idea  of  fight- 
ing is  familiar — looking  upon  death,  come  when  it 
will,  as  a natural  event,  that  must  happen  one  time 
or  another,  not  much  matter  when.  W n h such  a phy- 
sical maritime  force,  and  the  means  of  apph,  mg  it  at 
hand,  who  can  expect  that  our  iice.s  (if  we  had  them) 
would  be  blockaded  as  the  French  fleets  are — afiald 
io  shew  themselves  on  their  destined  element  ? — 
it  is  true,  that  at  times,  they  might  be  so  block- 
aded, in  some  of  our  ports but,  they  would 

get  out  ; and  with  redoul  i«.n  zeal,  makeup  for  the 
moments  lost.  iVe  are  at  -van — we  kept  out  of  the, 
contest  as  long  as  was  possible  consistently  with  the 
safety  of  the  state — wc  nave  taken  up  arms  only  to 
obtain  real  peace.  We  m ke  no  arrogant  claims — 
we  desire  nothing  but  simple  justice,  such  as  our  ene- 
my, in  regard  to  himself,  h..s  always  contended  for 
with  every  nation — we  have  advanced  no  new  doc- 
trines— we  only  desire  to  maim  a in  those  principles 
which  the  enemy  himself,  in  fact,  acknowledges 
just,  though  from  expediency,  or  his  own  real  or  ima- 
ginary, wants,  he  refuses  to  practice — like  the  high- 
wayman who  says  it  is  wrong  to  rob  the  traveller,  but 
justifies  the  act  to  himself  by  his  own  necessities. — 
Under  such  circumstances,  let  the  energy  of  every 
class  of  society  be  exerted  in  its  most  efficient  way, 
that  “ peace  with  commerce  and  free  trade ” may  bless 
the  country.  A peace  undisturbed  by  the  war  whoop 
of  the  savage — a peace  unmolested  by  the  groans  of 
the  relatives  of  our  citizens  kidnapped  with  the  same 
barbarity  that  disgraces  the  abominable  trade  to 
Africa  for  slaves — a peace  without  the  ruin  of  our 
merchants  for  the  property  feloniously  taken  from 
them  by  legalized  pirates* — a commerce , free  as  the 
air  that  fills  its  canvas,  unfettered  by  licences  frem 
foreign  powers,  refusing  the  payment  of  tribute  to 
any — a free  trade  to  carry  the  productions  of  our  own 
soil  to  the  best  markets  for  them  unrestrained  by  or- 
ders in  council  or  imperial  decrees , and  restricted  only 
by  the  immutable  principles  of  reason,  justice  and 
law. 


Employment  of  the  Indians. 

It  appears  that  a meeting  of  the  chiefs  and  head- 
warriors  of  the  five  nations  of  Indians  was  lately  held 
at  Buffialoe,  N.  Y.‘in  which  it  was  agreed  to  take  up 
arms  in  defence  of  the  United  States  ; not  placing 
themselves  under  the  command  of  an  officer  oi  the 
United- States,  but  to  be  led  by  their  own  chiefs,  and 
carry  on  the  War  in  their  own  way. 

Though  upon  the  fair  principles  of  retaliation  it 
may  be  justifiable  thus  to  let  loose  the  “horrible 
hell-hounds  of  war”  upon  the  women  and  children 
of  the  British  in  Canada,  we  are  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  employment  of  an  Indian  force,  and  trust  they 
will  never  be  used  except  as  guides  and  spies,  for 
which  they  may  be  extremely  useful.  We  have  force 
enough  to  accomplish  all  our  object,  without  the  aid 
of  the  Indians,  and  therefore  destitute  even  of  the 
villain’s  plea,  necessity.  We  are  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  accursed  alliance  between  the  British  and 
Indians  should  be  broken  up — nay,  it  must  be  destroj- 
ed  ; and  if  no  other  means  are  thought  effectual, 
would  agiee,  that  every  English  max  found  fighting 
in  company  with  a savage,  should  be  put  to  instant 
death.  In  the  natural  course  of  events,  the  indians 
themselves  will  be  exterminated,  or  at  least  driven 
from  the  seat  of  their  ancestors — their  faithlessness 
and  cruelty  have  incurred  ijie  penalty.  But  let  us 
have  no  war-alliance  with  them — on  the  head  of  that 
nation  that  has  carried  terror  and  death  into  ail  parts 
of  the  world4—' that  has  destroyed  more  human  beings 
than  any  other  nation  that  ever  existed — whose  in- 
trigues or  arms  have. been  fatally  felt  in  every  quar- 
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ter  of  the  globe,  be  the  indeliable  spot  of  blood  for  in- 
nocence murdered  by  savages.  It  is  the  true  sp  irit  of 
monarchy  to  slay  women  and  children , but  verv  repug- 
nant to  the  glorious  principles  of  a republican  go- 
vernment. To  the  ‘ bulwark  of  religion,’ as  G.  Bri- 
tain has  been  strangely  called,  let  the  credit  exclu- 
sively attach  for  infants  tomahawked.  Her  govern- 
ment is  held  responsible  for  these  things  by  God  and 
man. 


Election  of  President. 

At  the  ensuing  election  of  president  the  whole 
number  of  votes  in  the  several  electoral  colleges. 


will  be  218 — as  follows  : 

Vermont 8 

New-Harr.pshire 8 

Massachusetts  . . • • • *22 

Connecticut 9 

Rhode-Island  ......  4 

New  York  ......  29 

New-Jersey 8 

Pennsylvania  ......  25 

Delaware 4 

Maryland H 

Virginia 25 

North  Carolina  . . . • • 15 

South  Carolina 11 

Georgia 8 

Kentucky 12 

Tennessee  . . • • • • .8 

Ohio 8 

Louisiana  ...  ....  3 
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Jamaica. 

Exports  from  the  island  of  Jamaica  for  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  30,  1805,  introduced  at  this  time,  to 
shew  the  importance  of  the  trade  of  that  island  to 
the  “mother  country.” 

137,906  hhds.  17,977  tierces,  3,989  bbls.  sugar. 
53,281  punchs.  1,328  hhds.  133  bbls.  167  kegs,  rum. 

471  hhds.  molasses. 

2,128  bag's,  315  casks,  ginger. 

7,157  bags,  288  casks,  pimento. 

24,137,393  lbs.  coffee : 

With  many  articles  of  minor  value. 

The  duties  on  sugar  from  the  West-Indies , have 
produced  to  the  British  government  more  than  two 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  per  annum. 

In  the  same  year',ending  as  above,  Jamaica  imported 
In  the  whole.  From  the  U.  States. 

55,987  bbls.  flour  - 46,543 

15,451  bags  Y 15,451 

4,483  bbls.  C bread  - 3,999 

2,301  kegs  j 2,161 

1,191  tierces  rice  ....  1,143 

1,533  hhds.  Y 1,493 

10,227  bbls.  ....  10,U07 

755  kegs  > fish  ...  755 

2,419  boxes  - 2,319 

23  quintals J ...  9 

4,408  bbls.  beef  - - - 4,195 

6,038  do.  pork  ....  5,642 

1,249  firkins  butter  ....  1,199 
696  casks  0 , 606 

28,132  bushels  5 C0RXA*BBKANS  ' 28,132 
6,510,990  feet  timber  ...  6,465,190 

9,602,160  staves  and  heading  - - 8,386,060 

1,788,500  shingles  - - - l,7i2,060 


British  Manufactures. 

To  such  manufactures  as  are  publicly  and  unblushing- 
1 - offered  for  sale  in  the  following  advertisement, 
copied  from  the  London  Morning  Chronicle,  of 
June  12,  1812,  we  are  indebted  for  a great  part  of 
the  losses,  privations  and  perplexities  suffered  on 
the  European  continent  for  many  years  past.  We 
record  the  whole  notice  as  a curious  article — 

“ To  ship  brokers,  custom-house  agents,  notaries 
public,  merchants,  &c. — Simulated  papers  and 
seals,  capital  counting-house  fixtures,  20  very 
excellent  and  expensive  charts  and  maps,  &c. — By 
Mr.  Sampson,  at  his  warehouse,  16,  Size  lane, 
Bucklersbury,  on  Thursday  next,  at  11,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  assignees. 

The  valuable  fixtures  and  fittings  up  of  the  count- 
ing houses,  34  boxes  containing  simulated  ships*  pa- 
pers and  seals  for  foreign  countries , various  coloured 
inks  foreign  writing  paper,  &c.  of  Mr.  Peter  Van- 
der,  A.  A.  merchant,  a bankrupt,  (removed  from 
his  offices,  No.  9,  Water-lane,  To wer-st.)  comprising 
seven  mahogany  1 flap  and  2 flap  counting  house 
desks,  book  case,  two  capital  library  and  writing  ta- 
bles, with  drawers,  stamping  and  sealing  presses,  a 
patent  instantaneous  light  machine,  an  excellent  ma- 
hogany portable  writing  desk  with  secret  drawers, 
two  patentpolygraphs, several  capital  charts,  amongst 
which  are  the  Northern  Sea,  tbeCattegat,  the  Azores, 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  Baltic  Pilot,  West  Indies, 
British  Channel,  coasts  of  England  and  Holland, 
Mediterranean,  Europe,  Asia,  and  America  ; Mer- 
cator’s World?;  Laurie  and  Whittle’s  new  map  of 
the  British  isles,  on  spring  rollers  and  boxes  : Ca- 
rey’s universal  Atlas  ; a new  ledger,  journal  and 
waste  bocks,  five  vols.  of  the  beauties  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  95  numbers  of  do.  six  morocco  lea- 
ther cases,  &c.  To  be  viewed  two  days  preceding 
the  sale,  at  the  broker’s  warehouses  ; catalogues 
may  be  had  of  Messrs.  Sweet  and  Stokes,  solicitors, 
Bausinghall  street,  and  of  Mr.  Sampson,  16,  Size 
lane,  Bucklersbury.” 


Tribute  of  Respect. 

At  a meeting  of  the  young  men  of  the  borough  of 
Harrisburg,  friends  and  acquaintances  of  the  late 
lieutenant  W w.  S.  BUSH,  deceased,  lieutenant  John 
JMachesney  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  G.  W.  Hol- 
lis, appointed  secretary  ; after  which  the  following- 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas  the  government  of  the  United  States 
have  been  compelled,  by  the  injustice  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  assert  at  the  cannon’s  mouth  the  rank  she 
holds  among-  the  nations  of  the  earth,  has  made  a 
stand  worthy  of  an  independent  people ; and  can. 
proudly  boast  that  thousands  of  her  brave  sons  have 
volunteered  in  her  service,  and  are  willing  to  risk 
“ their  lives,  their  fortunes  and  their  sacred  honor” 
in  her  just  defence. 

Among  the  first  of  these  was  lieutenant  Wm.  S. 
Bush,  of  the  United  States  marines,  who  was  killed 
on  the  20th  ult.  in  the  glorious  contest  between  the 
United  States  frigate  Constitution,  captain  Hull,  and 
tile  British  frigate  Guerriere,  captain  Dacres.  And, 
while  we  rejoice  in  the  victory  which  his  unfortunate 
destiny  demed  him  to  share,  we  deplore  the  loss  of 
so  brave  an  officer,  whose  virtues  was  only  equalled 
by  his  valor  and  his  patriotism.  He  fell  an  early 
victim  in  his  country’s  cause,  and  sacrificed  a life 
dear  to  all  who  knew  him,  in  defence  of  injured 
America. 

Therefore,  as  a testimony  of  the  high  estimation 
in  which  we  held  the  departed  hero,  and  as  a tribute 
of  respect  to  his  memory. 
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Resolved,  that  the  members  of  this  meeting  wear 
©rape  on  the  left  arm  during  thirty  days. 

2.  That  tiie  Rev.  Mr.  Gloninger  be  requested  to 
deliver  a discourse  suited  to  this  melancholy  occa- 
sion ; and  that  this  meeting  form  a procession  on  to- 
morrow, and  attend  divine  worship. 

By  order  of  the  meeting , 

JOHN  MACHESNEY,  Ch'n. 

Attest — G.  W.  Horn. is,  Sefry. 

Saturday,  September  5ih,  1812. 


The  Chronicle. 

The  city  of  New-Orleans  and  its  vicinity  was  visit- 
ed by  a tremendous  storm  on  the  19  th  and  20th  ult. 
The  shipping  was  generally  destroyed  or  materially 
damaged.  The  U.  S.  ketch.  JEtna  was  sunk,  and  the 
brig  Viper  deprived  of  her  main-mast  and  otherwise 
much  wrecked.  Houses,  trees,  fences  and  crops  are 
prostrate — millions  will  hardly  repair  the  damage. 
Many  lives  have  been  lost.  Fort  St.  Philip  was  over- 
whelmed and  the  greater  pait  of  the  soldiers  drown- 
ed. In  this  condition  it  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  boats  from  a British  vessel  of  war,  said  to  be  the 
Southampton  frigate  ; but  another  account  says  that 
vessel  lias  been  wrecked  by  the  gale.  Volunteers 
were  raising  at  New-Orleans  to  obtain  re -possession 
©tithe  fort.  Judging  from  what  we  hear,  a storm  soj 
terrible  has  rarely  been  felt.  A more  particular  ac- 
count of  it  may  be  inserted  hereafter. 

Allies  in  the  -war. — In  the  ship  Minerva,  Smith,  ar- 
rived at  NeV-York  from  Keil,  there  came  passengers 
15  German  glass-blowers,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing glass  manufactures  in  the  United  States.  In  a 
little  time,  with  patience  and  perseverance,  we  shall 
be  truly  independent. 

A Herkimer  N.  Y.  paper  'states  that  at  the  late 
court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  a boy  eleven  years  old 
was  sentenced  to  death  for  the  murder  of  a little  girl 
four  years  old — the  execution  to  take  place  on  the 
5th  of  December. 

The  money  to  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  for  the  year  1812,  before  the  calcu- 
lation of  a war  with  America  was  made,  amounted 
to  ,£105,718,682  sterling  (469,392,058  dollars  !)— of 
which  about  66  millions  are ; by  taxes,  the  balance  by 
exchequer  bills  and  loans  ! 

Another  of  the  Goidsmidts  has  committed  suicide. 
The  king’s  bodily  health  is  good — but  his  mental  de- 
rangement continues.  He  now  conceives  himself  a 
a clergyman. 

Letters  from  Halifax,  (says  a Boston  paper)  give 
us  the  assurance  that  no  condemnation  of  captured 
American  vessels  is  likely  to  take  place  there,  until 
Sir  John  Borin.se  Warren’s  mission  to  the  United 
States  shall  be  made  known. 

From  Mexico  we  continue  to  receive  the  most 
pleasant  intelligence.  The  patriots  were  generally 
more  successful — and,  we  trust,  will  completely  suc- 
ceed in  shaking  off  all  connection  with  Spain,  who 
has  .always  .treated  her  colonists  as  slaves.  A consi- 
derable body  of  Americans,  it  is  stated,  have  cross- 
ed -the  Sabine,  joined  themselves  to  the  patriots, 
and  actually  taken  possession  of  Nacogdochez,  with- 
out resistance,  where  they  were  joined  by  250  of  the 

natives,  well  armed  and  prepared  for  duty. The 

governor  of  Louisiana  interposed,  without  effect,  to 
prevent  the  expedition.  The  city  of  M exico  is  said 
hi  be  besieged  with  70,000  patriots,  under  General 
llayan.  Ac  ipitt.co  has  been  taken  by  them. 

It  is  stated  that,  the  newly,  constructed  French 
mortars  freely  discharge  shells  into  the  cLv  of  Ca- 
diz, and  that  die  people  are  in  consequence  tendered 
very  uneasy. 


We  learn,  very  direct  by  way  of  London,  that  tie 
United  States,  have  been  a prey  to  ail  the  horrors  of 
civil  war,  ever  since  the  10th  ot  June  ! 

Tiie  price  of  wheat  in  England  is  20  shillings  per 
bushel.  Guineas  26  a 27s.  Spanish  doiiurs  5s.  Ld.a  6s. 

PlIII,  A DELPHI  A,  Sept.  15. 

Extract  fi'om  the  log  book  of  the  French  brig  Diligent. 

“ On  the  8th  of  September,  at  4,  P.  AI.  the  brig 
Diligent,  carrying  five  : ;x  pounders,  four  canonrdes 
(two  1-8’s  and  two  12’s)  two  brass  four  pounders, 
with  the  compliment  of  70  men,  being  then  the  di-»- 
tance  of  two  leagues  S.  E.  from  the  Delaware  light- 
house, was  brought  to  action  by  his  Britannic in. jes- 
ty’s  brig  of  war  1 <aura,  of  ten  carron  titles.  18’s  . nd 
two  long  nine  pounders,  manned  by  49  men.  Upon 
her  giving  us  a broadside,  we  began  a brisk  fire  of 
musquetry  upon  her.  We  had  nine  men  killed  and 
ten  wounded  ; and  judging  from  the  the  enemy’s  su- 
perior metal  that  we  had  no  chance  of  success  except 
by  boarding,  this  measure  was  immediately  adopted, 
and  easily  executed,  by  the  superior  sailing  of  the 
Diligent,  who,  in  order  to  avoid  the  effect  of  the  ene- 
my’s artillery,  was  brought  to  the  stern,  and  then 
under  a well  directed  fire  of  musquetry,  along  the 
starboard  sides  of  the  Laura.  Captain  Hunter  being 
now  wounded,  and  their  fire  a little  slack  25  or  30  of 
my  brave  crew  jumped  on  board  the  enemy,  and  de- 
cided the  victory.  The  Laura  struck  her  colors  in 
the  name  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French. 

“ Tiie  English  captain  on  account  of  his  wound, 
could  not  be  removed  on  board  of  the  Diligent.  The 
papers  being  delivered,  the  enemy  proved  to  be  his 
Britannic  majesty’s  brig  of  war  Laura,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Hunter,  fitted  out  at  Halifax 
on  a cruize  on  the  coast  of  the  U.  States.  On  board 
of  the  Laura  one  man  was  killed,  and  nine  wounded. 

ee  A number  of  Americans  were  found  on  board,  of 
the  Laura,  they  informed  my  lieutenant,commandir.g 
the  prize,  that  an  American  schooner,  then  at  two 
miles  from  us,  had  in  the  morning  been  taken  by  the 
Laura — 'thereupon,!  immediately  ordered  the  damage 
done  to  be  repaired,  and  afterwards  went  in  chase  of 
the  said  schooner  which  I was  fortunate  enough  to 
retake.  She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Rising  States, 
Simpson,  master,  actually  captured  in  the  morning 
by  my  new  prize,  on  her  way  to  New- York,  where- 
to she  was  bound— 1 sent  a crew  on  board  of  her  and 
ordered  her  to  proceed  to  the  Delaware,  where  we 
arrived  in  the  following  night.” 

Captain  Hunter  of  the  British  brig  of  war  the 
Laura,  landed  on  Sunday  evening,  and  is  now  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Physic  ; his  wound  is  in  the  back  of 
the  neck  by  a ball ; and  does  not  appeal-  to  be  dange- 
rous. 

fXT  The  friends  and  agents  of  the  Weekly  Register  will  confer 
an  important  obligation  on  the  editor  by  transmitting,  at  all  times, 
any  Lumbers  of  this  paper  Which  by  deaths,  removals,  or  other- 
wise, may  not  betaken  up  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  are 
addressed. 

Some  gentlemen,  regarding  this  work  as  a mere  news-paper  are 
impatient  of  the  delays  it  meets  on  the  road,  by  which  its  contents 
become  stale.  &e.  If  it  were  designed  as  a news-paper,  only,  we 
should  not  have  thought  of  publishing  it  toeekly,  knowing  that  we 
must  generally  be  anticipated  in  much  of  the  contents  o(  it  by 
other  papers  more  frequently  issued.  Its  chief  value  is  as  a book 
of  faithful  reference;  in  which  every  important  document  and 
fact  connected  with  the  history  of  oUr  country,  may  be  found  in- 
serted, without  mutilation  or  influence  of  party*  Whatever  may 
be  the  individual  feelings  of  the  editor,  they  are  not  permitted  to 
sway  the  impartiality  of  his  conduct  in  this  respect ; for  which,  he 
feels  pleasure  in  saving,  he  has  been  highly  complimented  by  many 
of  the  leading  characters  of  the  two  great  political  parties  in  the 
United  States.  In  a little  while,  it  is  expected,  the  quantity  ot 
matter  will  be  greatly  augmented  by  supplements  ; which  it  is  de- 
signed frequently  to  issue  as  soon  usability  is  afforded  to  bear  the 
expenCe  of  them.  . 

Gentleihen  feeling  inclined  to  encourage  the  circulation  of  the 
Register  may  be  furnished  with  subscription  papers  on  application* 
For  favors  of  this  kind  the  editor  will  mamlest  his  gratitut  e. 
Subscription  papers  will,  occasionally,  be  used  as  wrappers  for  the 
Register,  and  may  be  obtained  at  die  post-oiiices  to  which  it  is  sent. 
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[To  meet  another  of  the  conditions  held  forth  in  the  prospectus  of 
the  Register,  we  conn nei ice  the  publication  of  the  constitutions 
the  United  States,  and  the  several  states,  by  prefixing  thereto  the 
original  articles  of  confederation.  The  different  constitutions, 
or  forms  of  government,  shall  regularly  follow,  being  important 
for  frequent  reference.  Ed.  Register*] 

ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION'  AND  PERPETUAL  UNION, 

Between  the  states  of  New-IIamfishi rc,  Massachusetts-Bay.  Rhode- 
Inland,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  Reav-York,  Nm- 
Jcrsey,  Pennsylvania , Delaware,  Maryland , Virginia , Korth- 
Carolina , South-Car  olina,  and  Georgia. 

Article  1.  The  style  of  this  confederacy  shall  be,  “ United  States 
vf  Avia  ic a." 

Art.  II.  Each  state  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence, and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by 
fills  confederation  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States,  in 
Congress  assembled. 

Art.  III.  The  said  states  hereby  severally  enter  into  a firm 
league  of  friendship  with  each  other,  for  their  common  defence, 
the  security  01  their  liberties,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare, 
binding  themselves  to  assist  each  other  against  all  force  offered  to, 
or  attacks  upon  them,  or  any  of  them;  on  account  of  religion,  so- 
vereignty, trade,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

Art.  IV.  § 1.  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friend- 
ship and  intercourse  among  the  people  of  the  different  states  in 
this  union,'  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  these  states,  pauptrs, 
vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from  justice  excepted,  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  nud  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  several 
slates  ; and  the  people  of  each  state  shall  have  free  ingress  to  and 
from  any  other  state,  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges  of 
trade  and  commerce,  subject  to  the  same  duties,  impositions,  and 
restrictions,  a*  the  inhabitants  thereof  respectively  ; provided  that 
such  restrictions  shall  not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  removal 
of  property  imported  into  any  slate  to  any  other  state  of  which 
the  owner  is  an  inhabitant ; provided  also  that  no  imposition,  du- 
ties, or  restriction,  shall  belaid  by  any  state  on  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  them. 

§ 2.  If  auv  person  guilty  of  or  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or 
other  high  misdemeanor  in  any  state,  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be 
found  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall,  on  demand  of  the 
governor  or  executive  power  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be 
delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  his 
offence. 

§ 3.  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  of  these  states, 
to  the  re  cords,  acts,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  and 
magistrates  of  every  other  state. 

Art.  V.  f 1.  For  die  more  convenient  management  ol  the  ge- 
neral interests  of  fhe  United  States,  delegates  shall  be  annually 
appointed  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  of  each  state  shall  <1i- 
rect,  to  meet  in  congress  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  of  every 
year,  with  a power  reserved  to  each  state  to  recall  its  delegates,  or 
any  of  them,  at  any  time  w ithin  the  year  and  to  send  others  in  their 
stead  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

§ 2.  No  state  shall  be  represented  in  congress  by  less  than  two, 
nor  more  than  seven  members  ; and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of 
being  a delegate  for  more  than  three  years,  in  any  term  of  six 
years  ; nor  shall  any  person,  being  a delegate  be  capable  of  bolding 
any  office  under  the  United  States,  for  which  lie, or  anyr  other  for 
his  benefit,  receives  any  salary,  fees,  or  emolument,  of  any  kind. 

§ 3.  Each  state  sliaii  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  a meeting  of 
the  states,  and  while  they  act  as  members  of  the  committee  of  the 
states. 

§ 4 In  determining  questions  in  the  United  States  in  congress 
assembled,  each  state  shall  liave  one  ypte. 

$ 5.  Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  congress  shall  not  be  im- 
peached or  questioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  congress,  and 
the  members  of  congress  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  from 
arrests  and  imprisonments  during  the  time  of  their  going  to  and 
from,  and  attendance  on  congress,  except  for  treason,  felony,  or 
breach  of  the  peace. 

Art,  VI.  § 1.  No  state,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States 
in  congress  assembled,  shall  send  any  embassy  to,  or  receive  any 
embassy  front,  or  enter  into  any  conference,  agreement,  alliance, 
or  treaty',  with  any  king,  prince,  or  state ; nor  shall  any  person 
holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them, accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or  title,  of 
any  kind  whatever,  from  any'  king,  prince,  or  foreign  stale;  nor 
shall  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  or  any  of  them,  grant 
any  till  - of  nobility. 

§ 2.  No  two  or  more  states  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confede- 
ration, or  alliance  whatever, between  them, .without  the  consent  of 
the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  specifying  accurately  the 
purposes  lor  which  the  same  is  to  be  entered  into,  and  how  long 
It  shall  continue. 
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§ 3.  No  state  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  w hich  may  inti  rfera 
w'ith  any  stipulations  in  treaties,  entered  into  by  the  United 
in  congress  assembled,  with  any  king,  prince,  or  state,  in  pursuance 
of  any  treaties  already  proposed  byf  congress  to  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain. 

§ 4.  No  vessel  of  war  shall  be  kept  m*in  time  of  peace  by  any 
state,  except  such  number  only  as  shall  tie  deemed  necessary  bv  the 
United  Suites  in  congress  asse  mbled  for  the  defence  of  such  suite, 
or  its  trade : nor  shall  any  body  of  forces  be  kept  up  in  any  state,  in 
time  of  peace, exempt  such  number  only  as  in  the  judgment  of  dis- 
united States  in  congress  assembled  shall  be  deemed  requisite  to 
garrison  the  forts  necessary  for  the  defence  of  such  state ; hut 
every  state  shall  always  keep  up  a well  regulated  ami  disciplined 
militia,  sufficiently  armed  and  accoutred,  and  shall  provide  and 
constantly  have  ready  for  use,  in  public  stores  a due  number  of 
field-pieces  and  tents,  and  a proper  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition, 
and  camp  equipage. 

§ 5.  No  state  sliall  engage  in  any  war  without  the  consent  of  the 
United  States  in  congress  assembled,  unless  such  state  be  actually 
invaded  by  enemies,  or  shall  have  received  certain  advice  of  a 
resolution  being  formed  by  some  nation  of  Indians  to  invade  such 
state, and  the  danger  is  so  imminent  as  not  to  admit  of  delay  till 
the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  can  be  consulted ; nor 
sliall  any'  state  grant  commissions  to  vessels  of  war,  nor  letters  of 
marque  or  reprisal,  except  it  be  after  a ihsdaratioii  of  war  by  the 
United  States  in  congress  assembled,  and  then  only  against  the 
kingdom  or  state  and  the  subjects  thereof  against  which  w ar  has 
been  so  declared,  and  under  such  regulation  as  shail  he  established 
by  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  unless  such  state  lie 
infested  by  pirates,  in  w hich  case  vesse  ls  of  w ar  may  be  fitted  out 
for  that  occasion,  and  kept  so  long  .as  the  danger  shall  continue,  or 
until  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  determine 
otherwise. 

Art.  VII.  When  land  forces  are  raised  by  any  state  for  the  corns, 
rnon  defence,  all  officers  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel  sliall  lie 
appointed  by  the  legislature  of  each  state  respectively  by  whom 
such  forces  shall  be  raised,  or  in  such  manner  as  sucii  state  shall 
direct,  and  all  \ acancies  shail  be  filled  up  by  the  state  which  first 
made  the  appointment. 

Art.  VIIL  Ail  charges  of  war, and  all  other  expences  that  shall 
be  incurred  for  the  com  mob  defence  or  general  svdf  are,  aVid  allow- 
ed by'  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed 
out  of  a common  treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several 
states,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each' state 
granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land  and  the  build 
ings  and  improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated,  according  to 
such  mode  as  the  Unittd  States  in  congress  assembled  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint.  The  taxes  for  paving  tliat  pro 
portion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direction 
of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  within  the  time  agreed 
upon  by  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled. 

Art.  IX.  § l.  The  United  States  in  congressassemhled  shall  hare, 
.the  sole  and, exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace 
and  war,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  sixth  article ; of 
sending  and  receiving  ambassadors ; entering  into  treaties  and  al- 
liances, provided  that  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be.  made,  whereby 
the  legislative  power  of  the  respective  states  sliall  be  restrained 
from  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties  on  foreigners,  as  their  own 
people  are  subjected  to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or 
importation  of  any  species  of  goods  or  commoditi  \s  whatsoever; 
of  establishing  rules  for  deciding  in  all  eases,  what  captures  on  land 
or  water  shall  be  legal,  and  iu  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land 
or  naval  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  divided 
or  appropriated;  of  granting  letters  of  marque ‘and  reprisal  ia 
times  of  peace ; appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felo- 
nies committed  on  the  high  seas;  and  establishing  courts  for  re- 
ceiving and  deteiunimng  finally  appeals  in  all  eases  of  captures; 
provided  that  no  member  of  congress  shall  be  appointed  a judge 
of  the  said  courts. 

§ 2.  i he  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  also  be  the 
last  resort  on  appeal  in  all  disputes  and  differences  now  subsisting, 
or  that  hereafter  may  arise  between  two  or  more  states  concern- 
ing boundai-y,  jurisdiction,  or  any  other  cause  whatever ; which 
authority  shall  always  be  exercised  ia  the  manner  tallow  ings 
Whenever  the  legislative  or  executive  authority  or  law  ful  agent  of 
any  state  in  controversy  with  another,  sliall  present  a petition  to 
congress,  stating  the  matter  in  question,  und  praying  for  a hear- 
ing, notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  order  of  congress  to  the  le- 
gislative or  executive  authority  of  die  other  state  hi  controversy, 
and  a day  assigned  for  the  appearance,  of  the  parties  by  their  law- 
ful agents,  who  shall  then  be  directed  to  appoint  by  joint  consent, 
commissioners  or  judges  to  constitute  a court  for  hearing  and  de- 
termining the  matter  iu  question;  but  if  they  cannot  agree,  eou- 
gress  shall  frame  three  persons  out  of  each  of  the  United  States, 
mid  from  the  list  of  sufh  persons  each  party  shall  alternately  strike 
out  one,  the  petitioners  beginning,  until  the  number  shall  lie  re- 
duced to  thirteen;  and  from  that  number  not  less  than  seven  nor 
more  than  nine  names,  as  congress  may  direct,  sliall,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  congress,  he  drawn  out  by  lot;  and  the  persons  whoso; 
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names  stall  be  so  drawn,  or  any  five  of  them,  sliali  be  commission-  alliances,  or  military  operations,  as  in  their  judgment  require  se- 
ers or  ji'dt-es,  to  liean  and  finally  determine  the  controversy,  so  al- , erecy  ; and  the  yeas  ad  najs  of  the  delegates  «>«  each  state  on  any 
ways  fi.>  fee.  a.  major  part  of  i lie  judges  who  sliali  hear  the  cause  ■ question  sliali  be  enter., tl  on  the  journal,  win  n it  is  desired  by  any 
sliali  agree  in  the  d.  termination  ; and  if  either  nariy  shall  ne-  ! delegate  ; and  the  delegates  m a state,  or  any  of  them,  at  his  or 
gleet  to  attend  at  the  day  appointed,  witiiout  showing  reasons  j th  ir  request  shad  he  furnished  with  a transcript  of  The  said  jour- 
which  <<mgress  hliaii  judge  sufficient,  or  being  present,  shall  refuse  nal  except  such  parts  a*  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the  lc- 
to  strike,  the  congress shall  proceed  to  nominate  three  persons  out!  gislatur.  of  the  several  states. 


ol'taeh  state,  ad  the  st-eretary  of  corgress  shall  strike  in  bell, ‘iff  ofj  ~ Art  X.  The  committee  of  (he  states,  or  any  nine  of  them,  shall 
such  party  absent  or  refusing  ; and  the.  judgment  and  sentence  of  Hie  authorised  to  execute,  in  tile  r-  cess  of  congress,  such  of 
the  court,  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  bubre  prescribed,  shall  f powers  of  congress  as  tin  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  by 


he  fn>*i  and  conclusive ; and  if  any  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  to 
subuii;  to  th  • autberitv  of  such  court,  or  to  appeal  or  defend  their 
C'  I m or  cans'  , the  court  sl-.aj)  nevertheless  proceed  to  pronounce 
sentence,  or  judgment,  which  shall  in  line  manner  be  final  anti  jle. 
cisive;  the  judgment  or  sentence  and  oth<  r proceedings  being  in 
eitlur  ■ .aw  transit  fitted  to  congress,  and  lodged" amongst  the  acts  of 
congress,  fie.  the  seemriyofithe  parties  concerned:  provided,  that 
every  commissioner,  b l'  r.  he  tjts  in  judgment,  shall  take  an  oath, 
to  he  administer  -ri  by  one  of  the  jiyjges  of  the  supreme  or  superior 
«oui*  of  tin.  state  where  the  came. shall 'he  tried,  “ well  and  trul 
to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  in  question,  according  to  tin  best 
of  Lisjv.ilgment,  v ithoutf«vov»  affi  etioiq  or  bop?  of  r-. ward  pro- 
vided also,  that  , c state  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  foiythe  bent: 
fit  .iY.  tin  i ■ fited  States.- 

y 3.  All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  -of  soil  claim- 
ed under  different  grants  of  two  or  more  states,  whose  jurisdictions 
as  tlie)  liiav  respect  tech  lauds,  and  the  stales  which  passed  such 
grant?  are  adjusted,  the  said  grants  or  either  of  them  being  at  the 
same  time  claimed  to  have  originated  antecedent  to  such  settlement 
of  jurisdiction,  shall  on  the  petition  of  either  party  to  the  congress 
of  die  United  States,  be  finally  determined,  as  near  as  may  begin 
the  same  manner  as  is  before  prescribed  for  deciding  disputes  re- 
specting territorial  jurisdiction  between  different  states, 

§ 4,  The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  also  have  the 
side  and- exclusive  right  and  pow  er  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  va- 
lue of  coin  struck  by  their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  respec- 
tive states ; fixing  the  standard. ofweights  and  measures  throughout 
the  United  States;  regulating  the  trade  and  managing  all  'affairs 
with  the  Indians,  not  members  of  any  of  tiie  state  s ; provided  that 
the  legislative  right  of  any  state  within  its  own  limits  he  not  in- 
fringed or  violated  ; ratal  fishing  and  regulating  post  offices  from 
one  suite  to  another,  throughout  all  the  Unit,  d States,  and  exacting 
such  postage  on  the  papers  passing  through  the  same,  as  nay  be 
requisite  to  defray  the  expenses,  of  the  said  -office  ; appointing  all 
©freer*  of  the  laud  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cepting regimental  officers ; appointing  all  the  officers  of  the  naval 
forces,.,  and  commissioning  all  officers  whatever  in  the  service  of 
the  United  State's  ; making  rules  for  the  government  and  regula- 
tion of  the  said  land  and  naval  forces,  and  directing  their  opera- 
tions. 

§ 5.  The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  have  autho- 
rity to  appoint  a committee,  to  sit  in  the  recess  of-  congress,  to  he 
denominated,  a cotnmktee  of  the  states,  and  to  consist  of  one  dele- 
gate from  each  state;  and  to  appoint  such  other  committees  and 
civil  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  managing  the  general  affairs 
of  the-  United  States  under  their  direction  ; to  appoint  one  of  their 
number  to  preside  ; provided  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  serve  in 
the  office  of  president  amre  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three 
years;  to  ascertain  the  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the 
*w»c  for  defraying  the  public  expenses  ; to  burro  w money  or  emit 
bids  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  every  half 
year  to  the  respective  states,  an  account  of  the  sums’  of  money  so 
borrowed  or  emitted;  to  build  and  equip  a navy  ; to  agree  upon  the 
number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requisitions  from  each  state  for 
its  quota,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  such 
state,  which  requisition  shrdl  be  binding  ; and  thereupon  the  le- 
gislature of  each  state  shall  appoint  the  regim  inal  officers,  raise 
frie  men,  clothe,  arm, and  equip  them  in  a soldierlike  manner,  at 
the  expense  of  tin-  United  States;  and  the  officers  and  men  so 
clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  shall  march. to  the  place  appointed, 
and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  congress  asr 
sernhled;  put; if  the  United  State's  in  congress  assembled  shall,  on 
consideration  of  circumstances,  judge  proper  that  any  state  should 
not.  raise  men,  or  should  raise  a smaller  number  than  its  quota,  and 
that  any  other  sthte  .should  raise  a greater  number  of  men  than 
the  quota  thereof,  such  extra  number  shall  be  raised,  officered; 
clothed, armed  and  equipped  in  the  same  manner  as  the  quota  of 
such  state',  unless  the  .legislature  of  such  state  shall  .judge  that  such 
extra  number  cannot  be  salt-ly  spared  out  of  the  same,  in  which 
case  they  shall  raise,  officer,  clothe,  arm  knd  equip,  as  many  oi' such 
extra  number  as  (hey  judge  can  he  safely  spaivd  ; ' and  the  officers 
end  men  so  clothed,  armed, and  equipped,  shall  inarch  to  the  place 
appointed,  ami  wii  bin  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in 
congress  assembled. 

§ 6.  The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  never  engage 
ju  a war,  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  tind  reprisal  in  time  of  peace; 
nor  enter  into  any  treaties  or  alliances,  nor  coin  money,  nor  regu- 
late the  value  thereof,  nor  ascertain  the  sums  and  expenses  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  or  any  <•:' 
them,  nor  emit  ItxJIs,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  nor  appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upon  toe  number  of 
vessels  ol  war  to  bp  builtepr- purchased,  or  the  number  of  land  or 
sea  forces  to  lie  raised,  nor  appoint  a ..commander  in  chief  of  the 
firmy  or  navy,  unless  nine  states  assent  to  the  same:  nor  shall  » 
question  on  any  other  point, except  for  adjourning  them  from  nay 
to  day.be  determined,  ur.iqss  by  the  votes  of  a majority  of  the  United 
States  in  congress  assembled. 

§ 7*  The  congfras  of  tlie  -United  States  shall  have  power  to  ad- 
journ to  any  time  within  the  year, and  to  any  place  within  the  United 
States,  so  that  po  period  of  adjournment  he  for  a longer  duration 
than  the  space  of  six  months,  and  shall  publish  the  journal  of  their 
proceedings  monthly,  except  such  parts  thereof  relating  to  treaties. 


the  consent  of  nine  states,  shall  from -time  to  time  think  expedient 
to  vest  them,  with;  provided  that  no  power  be  d.  legated  to  the 
said  committee,  for  the  exercise  of  which,  by  the  articles  of  conft  de- 
ration, the  voice  of  nine  stales,  ill  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
assembled  is  requisite. 

Art.  XI.  Ca.ir.t3T accepting  to  this  confederation,  and  joining  in 
the  measures  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  into,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  advantages  of  this  union  : But  no  other  Cuionv 
sliali  tie  admitted  into  the  same,  unless  such  admission  be  agreed  to 
by  nine  states. 

Art . XII.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  money  borrowed,  and  debts 
contracted  by,  or  under  tin-  authority  of  congress,  before  the  as- 
sembling of. tli _ United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  present  confe- 
deration; shall  be  deemed  and  considered  as  a charge  against  the 
the  United  States,  for  payment  and  satisfaction  whereof  t.n*  said 
United  Status,  and  the  public  faith  are  hereby  solemnly  pledged. 

Art.  IIIII.  Every  state  shall  abide  by  the-  determination  of  the 
United  States  in  congress  assembled,  in  all  questions  which  by  this 
confederation  are  submitted  to  them.  And  the  articles  of  this 
confederation  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  every  state,  and  tbe 
union  shall  be  ptrpc  tual ; nor  shall  any  alteration  at  any  time  here- 
after be  made  in  anv  of  them  ; unless  such  alteration  be  agreed  on 
in  a congress  of  the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed 
by  the  legislatures  of  every  state. 

And  whereas,  it  hath  pleased  tbe  great  governor  of  the  world  to 
incline  the  hearts  of  the  legislatures  we  respectively  represent  in 
congress,  to  approve  of  and  to  authorise  us  to  ratify  the  said  arti- 
cles of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  kmno  ye,  that  we  the 
undersigned  delegates,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
to  us  given  for  that  purpose,  do,  by  these  presents,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  our  respective  constituents,  fully  and  entirely  ratify 
and  confirm  each  and  every  of  the  said  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union,  and  all  and  singular  the  matters  and  things 
therein  contained.  And  we  do  further  solemnly  plight  and  en- 
gage the  faith  of  our  respective  constituents, that  they  shall  a’ride 
by  the  determinations  of  the  United  States  in  congress  assem- 
bled, in  all  questions  which  by  the  said  confederation  are  submit- 
ted to  them  ; and  that  the  articles  thereof  shall  be  inviolably 
observed  by  the  states  we  respectively  represent,  and  that  the 
union  shall  be  perpetual.  In  witness  whereof,  we  hare  hereunto 
set  our  hands  in  congress. 

Done  at  Philadelphia, in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  9th  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1778,  and  in  the  third  year  of  the 
independence  of  America. 

Jonathan  Bayard  Smith, 


Ncw-Harnpshivc. 

Josiah  Bartlett, 

John  Wentworth,  jun. 

Mas  sack  it  setts' Bay. 

John  Hancock, 

Samuel  Adams, 

Elbridge  Gerry, 

Francis  Dana, 

James  Lovell, 

Samuel  Holten. 

Rhode- Island,  &e. 

William  Ellery, 

Henry  Merchant, 

John  Collins. 

Connecticut. 

Roger  Sherman, 

Samuel  Huntington, 

Oliver  Wolcott, 

Titus  Hosmer, 

Andrew  Adams. 

Ne-iv-TorJc. 

James  Duane, 

Francis  Lewis, 

"William  Du.  r, 

Govevneur  Morris. 

Nnv-Jerscy. 

John  Witherspoon,  ' 

Nathaniel  Scudder, 

Pennsylvania. 

Robert  Morris, 

Daniel  Roberdku, 

The  aforesaid  articles  of  confederation  were  finally  ratified  on 
the  first  day  of  March,'  1781  ; the  state  of  Maryland’  having,  by 
;b.  i?  members  in  congress,  on  that  day  acceded  thereto  and  com- 
pleted the  same. 


William  Clingan, 

Joseph  Reed. 

Delaware. 

Thomas  M’Kean, 

Jo!  m Dickinson, 

Nr  holas  Vandyke. 

Maryland. 

John  Hudson, 

Daniel  Carrol. 

Virginia. 

Richard  Henry  Lee, 

John  Banister, 

Thomas  Adams, 

John  Harvey, 

Francis  Light  foot  Lee. 

North-Curolina. 

John  Penn, 

Cornelius  Harnett, 

John  Williams. 

South-Car  olina. 

Henry  Laurens, 

William  Henry  Drayton, 
John  Matthews, 

Richard  Hutson, 

Thomas  Heyward,  jun. 

Georgia. 

John  Walton, 

Ed  ward  Ta  iiaferro, 
Edward  Longworthy. 


Law  of  the  United  States. 

AN  ACT  ' 

To  . prohibit  American  vessels  from  proceed  ins’  t© 
or  trading  with  the  enemies  or  trie  United  States 
and  for  other  purposes.’ 

lie  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represent  a- 
ives  of  the  United  /States  of  . Lmerica,  in  congress  as- 
ambled,  That  no  ship  or  vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in 
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part  by  a citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,, 
shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out  or  depart  from  any! 
port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States] 
or  territories  thereof,  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  I 
till  the  owner  or  owners,  agent,  factor,  freighter,  mas- 
ter or  commander,  shall  have  given  bond,  with  suffi- 
cient security,  in  the  amount  of  such  ship  or  vessel 
and  cargo,  not  to  proceed  to  or  trade  with  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States.  And  if  any  ship  or\vessel 
owned  as  aforesaid,  shall  depart  from  any  port  or 
place  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  or  terri- 
tories thereof,  for  any  foreign  port  or  place  without 
giving  bond  with  security  as  aforesaid,  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and  cargo,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States  ; and  the  owner  or  owners,  freighter, 
factor,  or  agent,  master  or  commander,  shall  several- 
ly forfeit  and  pay  a sum  equal  to  the  value  of  such 
ship  or  vessel  and  cargo  ; and  the  said  master  or  corn- 
manner,  if  privy  thereto,  and  being  thereo  f convicted; 
shaii  be  liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding  oife  thousand 
dollars,  and  imprisoned  for  a terra  not  exceeding 
twelve  months  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  if  any  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  person  in- 
habiting the  same,  shall  transport  or  attempt  to 
transport,  over  land  or  otherwise,  in  any  waggon, 
cart,  sleig’h,  boat,  or  otherwise,  naval  or  military 
stores,  arms  or  munitions  of  war,  or  any  article  of 
provision,  from  any  place  of  the  United  States,  to 
any  place  in  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  or 
New  Brunswick,  Jthe  waggon,  cart,  sleigh,  or  the 
thing  by  which  the  said  naval  or  military  stores,  arms 
or  munitions  of  war  or  articles  of  provision  are 
transported  or  attempted  to  be  transported,  together 
with  such  naval  or  military  stores,  arms  or  munitions 
of  war  or  provisions,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the.  use  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  person  or  persons  aiding- 
or  privy  to  the  same  shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay 
to  the  use  of  the  United  S tates  a sum  equal  in  value 
to  the  waggon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or  thing  by  which 
the  said  naval  or  military  stores,  arms,  or  munitions 
of  war,  or  articles  of  provision  are  transported,  or 
are  attempted  to  be  transported  ; and  shall  moreover 
be  considered  as  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  be 
liable  to  be  fined  in  a sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  imprisoned  for  a term  not  exceeding  six 
months,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court : Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  any 
transportation  for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  the  supply  of  its  troops  or  armed  force. 

Sec.  3 . And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collec- 
tors of  the  several  ports  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  authorised  to  seize  and  stop 
naval  and  military  stores,  arms,  or  the  munitions  of 
war,  or  any  article  of  provisions,  and  ship  or  vessel, 
waggon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat  or  tiling  by  which  any  ar- 
ticle prohibited  as  aforesaid  is  shipped  or  transport- 
ed, or  attempted  to  be  transported,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  ship  or 
vessel  belonging  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  subject 
or  subjects  of  any  state  or  kingdom  in  amity  with 
the  United  States,  except  such  as  at  the  passage  of 
this  act  shall  belong  to  the  citizenor  citizens,  subject 
or  subjects  of  such  state  or  kingdom,  or  which  shall 
hereafter  be  built  in  the  limits  of  a state  or  kingdom 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  or  purchased  bv  a 
citizenor  citizens,  subject  or  subjects  of  a state  or 
kingdom  in  amity  with  the  U nited  States  as  aforesaid, 
from  a citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  admitted  into  any  port  or  place  of  the  United 
States,  unless  forced  by  a stress  of  weather,  or  for 
necessary  repairs  ; and  any  ship  or  vessel,  belonging 
to  a citizen  or  citizens,  subject  or  subjects  of  any 
State  or  kingdom  in  amity  with  the  United  States  as 


aforesaid,  except  such  ships  and  vessels  as  are  above 
excepted,  which  shall  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
November  next,  enter,  or  attempt  to  enter,  an v port 
| or  place  aforesaid,  the  same,  with  her  cargo,  shall  be 
forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  British 
packet  or  vessel  with  despatches  destined  for  the 
United  States,  and  which  shall  have  departed  from 
any  port  or  place  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  or  its  dependencies,  on  of  before 
the  first  day  of  September  next,  shall  not  be  liable  to 
be  captured  or  condemned,  but  the  same  shall  be 
permitted  to  enter  and  depart  from  any  port  or  place 
in  the  United  States  : Provided,  That  nothing  here- 
in contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  any  cartel, 
or  vessel  with  tiag  of  truce. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorised to  give  at  any  time  within  six  months  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  passports  for  the  safe  trans- 
portation of  any  ship  or  other  property  belonging  to. 
British  subjects,  and  which  is  now  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7 • And  be  it  further  enacted , That  every  per- 
son, being  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  residing 
therein,  who  shall  receive,  accept  or  obtain  a license 
from  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  olficer 
thereof,  for  leave  to  carry  any  merchandize,  or  send 
any  vessel  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain,  or  to  trade  with  any  such  port  or 
place,  shall  on  conviction  for  every  such  offence,  for- 
feit a sum  equal  to  twice  the  value  of  any  such  ship, 
merchandize,  or  articles  of  trade,  and  shall  more- 
over be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  be 
liable  to  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve  months, 
and  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

li.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives.- 
Wu.  H.  CIIAWFOBD, 
President  of  the  senate  pr  o tempore, 
July  6,  1812. 

Approved, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Interesting  Document. 

O 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  State*, 

I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  a report1 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  this  date,  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  30th  January  last. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

July  6, 1812. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  pursuance  of  a resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  30th  Jan- 
uary last,  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  six  several  fists  of  the  captures* 
seizures,  and  condemnations  of  the  ships  and  mer- 
chandize of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  authority  of  the  governments  in  Europe,  to  v.  it : 

No.  1.  British  captures  prior  to  the  Orders  in  coun- 
cil of  Nov.  11,  180 7. 

No.  2.  British  captures  subsequent  to  the  date  p£** 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  Nov.  11, IdOf. 

: No.  1.  French  captures,  seizures  and  condemna- 

tions, prior  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

No.  2.  French  seizures,  captures  and  condemna- 
tions during  the  existence  of  the  decree  of  Berlin 
and  Milan. 

No.  3.  French  seizures,  captures  and  condemna- 
tions since  the  revocation  o.  the  Berlin  and  Milan, 
decrees. 

No.  4.  Captures,  seizures  and  condemnations  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  government  of  Naples.  And 
in  addition— 
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A statement  of  tlie  Danish  captures,  condemna- 
tions, 8cc. 

The  documents  from  which  these  lists  have  been 
compiled,  being  of  a miscellaneous  nature,  the  de- 
tail is  unavoidably  imperfect.  The  sums  stated  as 
the  amount  of  loss,  are,  in  many  cases  doubtful. — 
The  chief  .fact  from  which  the  cause  of  capture  can 
be  inferred,  is  from  the  date  of  capture  ; which,  on 
referring  to  the  regulations,  orders  or  decrees,  exist- 
ing at  the  time,  may  serve  to  elucidate  that  point  of 
enquiry.  The  successive  orders,  decrees,  &c.  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  as  they  have  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  this  department,  up  to  the  year  1808,  may 
be  found  in  a report  made  to  congress  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  on  the  21st  December,  of. that  year. — 
In  that  report,  the  belligerent  edicts  bearing  upon 
neutral  commerce,  and  corresponding  with  the  list 
now  sent,  are  as  follows  : 

BRITISH. 

1803.  — June  24.  Direct 
trade  between  the  neutrals 
and  the  colonies  of  enemies 
not  to  be  interrupted  un- 
less upon  the  outward  voy- 
age contraband  supplies 
shall  have  been  furnished 
by  the  neutrals. 

1804.  — April  12. 

Instructions  concerning 
blockades,  communicated 
by  Mr.  Merry. 

Conversion  of  the  siege 
of  Curracoa  into  a block- 
ade. Aug.  9,  blockade  of 
Fescamp,  &c. 

1805.  — Aug.  17.  Direct 
trade  with  enemies’  colo- 
nies subject  to  restrictions. 

1806.  — April  8.  Block- 
ade of  the  Ems,  Weser,  &c. 

Mayl6. — Blockake  from 
the  Elbe  to  Brest. 

Septr.  25. — Discontinu- 
ance of  the  last  blockade, 
in  part. 

1807.  — March  12.  In- 
terdiction of  tlie  trade  from 
port  to  port  of  France.  ! 

June  26. — Blockade  of 
the  Ems,  &c. 

Oct.  16. — Proclamation 
.recalling  seamen. 

Nov.  11.— Three  Orders 
in  council. 

Nov.  25. — Six  Orders  in 
council.  • • v ’ 

1808.  — Jan.  8.  Blockade 
of  Carthagena,  &c. 

March  28.  Act  of  Par- 
liament. 

April  11 — Orders  encou- 
raging- our  citizens  to  vio- 
late the  embargo. 

April  14. — Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  cotton,  wool, 

&.C. 

Act  of  Parliament,  rank? 
ing  valid  certain  Orders  in 
council. 

May  4. — Blockade  of  Co- 
penhagen and  of  the  island 
of  Zealand. 


June  23. — Act  of  Parlia- 
ment regulating  trade  be- 
tween the  U.  States  and  O. 

Britain. 

Oct.  14. — Admiral  Coch- 
rane’s blockade  of  tlie 
French  Leeward  Islands. 

To  these  may  be  added  the  British  Orders  in  coun- 
cil of  tlie  25th  of  April  1809,  prohibiting  altogether 
all  trade  with  France  and  Holland,  and  the  ports  of 
Italy,  comprehended  under  the  denomination  of  the 
kingdom  of  Italy  ; the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Spain 
from  Gijon  to  the  French  territory,  of  the  20th  of 
Feb.  1810,  which  was  partially  relaxed  on  the  14th 
of  May,  1810  ; the  blockade  of  Venice,  instituted 
on  the  27th  of  July  1806,  and  which  was  declared  to 
be  still  in  force  on  the  26th  of  March,  1810 ; the 
blockade  of  the  canal  of  Corfu,  of  .the  13th  August, 
1810,  which,  in  effect,  was  an  attempt  to  blockade 
tlie  Adriatic  sea  ; together  with  certain  other  regu- 
lations, principally  touching  the  trade  on  the  Bal- 
tic. 

To  the  French  edicts  may  he  added,  the  decree  of 
Rambouillet  on  the  23d  of  March  1810. 

The  seizures  and  condemnations  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  government  of  Naples,  were  principally 
in  consequence  of  a special  decree  of  the  sovereign 
of  that  state. 

In  making-  the  lists,  references  have  been  had  to 
the  dates  of  the  orders  in  council  of  Nov.  1807,  and 
the  French  edicts  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  chiefly  be- 
cause their  promulgation  formed  a new  epoch  in  the 
history  of  commercial  spoliations.  Under  this  divi- 
sion, these  lists  will  exhibit  the  following  results  : 

British.  vessels. 

Captures,  &c.  prior  to  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil of  Nov.  1807,  - - - 528 

Captures,  &.c.  subsequent  to  those  or- 
ders, - - - - - - 389 

Total,  - - 917 

Frexch.  vessels. 

Captures,  &c.  prior  to  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees, 206 

Captures  during  the  existence  of  those 

decrees,  ■ - - - - - 307 

Captures  since  the  revocation  of  those  de- 
crees,   46 

Total,  558 

The  number  of  captures  made  by  the  Neapolitans 
amounts  to  47.  The  statement  relative  to  Danish 
captures,  will  best  explain  itself. 

With  respect  to  the  question  proposed  by  the  re- 
solution in  obedience  to  which  this  report  is  made, 
“How  far  the  decrees,  orders  or  regulations  under 
which  the  captures  have  been  made,  or  abandoned, 
or  persevered  in,  by  the  nation  making  such  cap- 
tures ?”  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees  were  revoked,  as  far  as  they  affected  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  an  official  declaration  of  the  French  government 
made  at  Paris  on  the  5th  of  August  1 810,  to  the  Ame- 
rican minister  then  resident  there  ; and  that  this  re- 
vocation in  the  same,  latitude  has  since  been  corrobo- 
rated by  acts  and  declarations  of  the  French  govern- 
ment communicated  to  the  minister  of  tlie  U.  States 
who  now  resides  at  Paris.  The  decrees  of  Bayonne 
and  Rambouillet,  as  well  as  that  of  the  sovereign  oY 
Naples,  being  special , ceased  with  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  particular  object  of  their  promulga- 
tion. 

On  tlie  part  of  G.  Britain,  it  is  officially  known  to- 
the  secretary  of  state,  that  up  to  the  period  of  de- 
claring war  against  that  power  by  congress,  tlieor- 


FRENCH. 

1803. 


1804 


1805. 


1806. 


Nov.  21. — Berlin  de- 
cree. 

1807.— Dec.  17.  Mi- 
lan decree. 


1808— April  17. 
Bayonne  decree. 
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ders  in  council  were  rigidly  enforced  against  Ameri- 
can neutral  trade  : captures  and  condemnations  were 
incessantly  occurring ; and  with  respect  to  any  edict 
of  a datcfantcrior  to  those  orders  in  council,  it  is  im- 
possible distinctly  to  specify  whether  it  has  been 
abandoned  or  not ; for  so  late  as  the  25th  of  March 
1810,  tbe  British  secretary  of  state  for  foreig’n  af- 
fairs officially  refused  to  allow  the  American  min- 
ister in  London  to  infer  that  the  blockade  of  May 
1806,  had  become  extinct  by  the  operation  of  the 
orders  in  council.  On  the  contrary,  he  expressly 
stated  tii at  the  blockade  was  comprehended  under 
the  more  extensive  restrictions  of  a subsequent  or- 
der : hence  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil of  November,  18'J7,  and  of  April,  1809,  which 
were  a more  general  extension  of  unlawful  principles 
previously  acted  upon  in  a limited  degree,  although 
comprehended,  yet  did  not  extinguish,  particular 
blockades  or  orders  antecedently  proclaimed  ; thus 
leaving  it  uncertain  whether  in  the  event  of  the  re- 
vocation of  the  orders  in  council  themselves,  any,  or 
what  obnoxious  edicts  would  or  would  not  be  insisted 
®n  or  relinquished. 

In  relation  to  Spain,  the  department  of  state  is  not" 
in  possession  of  information  sufficient  to  authorise 
a report  of  the  captures,  &c.  during  the  present  war, 
by  that  power. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Department  of  State , July  6th,  1812. 


u The  American  States.” 

Under  this  head  the  well  known  Wiixtam  Cobbett 
frequently  fills  a few  pages  of  his  “ Weekly  Politi- 
cal Register,”  published  in  London.  Tire  follow- 
ing is  from  tiis  paper  of  the  25th  of  July.  It  con- 
tains much  matter  of  curious  interest,  and  will 
command  a general  perusal. 

American  States. — A second.  American  war  seemed 
to  be  all  that  was  wanting  to  complete  the  round  of 
adventures  in  this  jubilee  reign  ; and  this  it  seems 
we  have  now  got.  It  was  very  hard  to  persuade  peo- 
ple, that  America  would  declare  war.  I begged  of 
the  regent  not  to  listen  to  those  who  affected  to  laugh 
at  American  hostility.  I told  him,  in  so  many  words, 
that  we  should  have  war,  unless  we  redressed  the 
grievances  that  America  complained  of.  Scarcely 
any  body  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  believe  this’; 
but  it  is  come  true,  it  seems,  after  all.  The  anti-ja- 
cobins will  not  believe  me ; the}-  despise  my  warn- 
ings ; and  they  pay  for  it  in  the  end.  Not  only  the 
ublic,  but  the  government,  in  England,  wholly  dis- 
clieved  that  the  Americans  would  go  to  war.  The 
truth  is,  that  there  are  so  many  newspapers  in  Eng- 
land, whose  sole  purpose  is  to  deceive  the  public, 
that  die  wonder  is,  that  an}-  truth  at  all  ever  gains 
general  belief.  There  has,  however,  been  an  extra- 
ordinary degree  of  obstinacy  as  to  the  real  intention 
of  America  with  regard  to  war.  Nothing  could  in- 
duce people  to  believe  that  she  would  go  to  war.  I 
asserted  and  proved,  as  I thought,  that  it  was  natu- 
rally to  lie  expected  that  she  would  go  to  war,  un- 
less we  did  away  the  orders  in  council,  and  also  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen  ; but,  scarcely  a: 
soul  would  believe.  Perhaps,  it  may  be  good  "for; 
the  cause  of  freedom  that  1 was  not  believed ! But, 
let  us  now  quit  the  past  and  look  a little  to  the  fu- 
ture. What  will  take  place  now  ? The  letter,  or 
pretended  letter,  from  Liverpool,  under  the  date  of 
die  18di  instant,  would  make  this  cheated  nation1 
believe,  that,  the  moment  the  news  arrives  of  the  re- 


peal of  the  orders  in  council,  the  quarrel  "with  Ameri" 
ca  -will  he  at  an  end.  It  will  be  best,  however,  to  let 
the  letter  speak  for  itself, — “ 1 have  to  advise  you, 
that  a pilot-boat  is  arrived  here  to-day  from  New- 
York,  which  she  left  on  the  23d  u It.  bringing  an  ac- 
count that  the  senate,  after  deliberating  seven  days, 
had  come  to  die  resolution  of  declaring  war  against 
Great  Britain,  19  to  13.  An  express  had  arrived  at 
N.  York  to  major  Bloomfield,*  which  he  read  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  formally  announcing  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  declared  war  against  Great  Britain.  I 
think  it  proper  to  add,  however,  that  the  houses  in 
New- York  which  dispatched  the  pilot  with  this  in- 
formation, for  the  purpose  of  making  speculations  in 
produce,  expressly  ordered  that,  should  the  orders 
in  council  be  revoked,  their  friends  here  were  on  no 
account  to  make  any  purchases  for  them.  This  is  a 
convincing  p roof  that  this  declaration  of  war  will  be 
short-lived,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  Gazette,  con- 
taining the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council,  all 
matters  in  dispute  between  the  two  countries  will  be 
amicably  settled.  Tlie  Mackarel  schooner  had  been 
^dispatched  from  New-York  by  Mr.  Foster,  direct  to 
Falmouth,  the  day  before  the  pilot-boat  sailed.  When 
the  senate  came  to  the  resolution  of  declaring  war, 
the  account  of  Air.  PerciviAs  death  had  not  reached 
Washington,  but  was  known  at  New-York.”  Thus  a 
new  falsehood  is  to  be  set  on  foot.  W e are  now  to 
believe  that  the  declaration  of  war  is  to  have  no  effect. 
Till  now  it  has  been  asserted,  distinctly  asserted, 
that  the  senate  had  rejected  the  preposition  for  war. 
This,  as  the  reader  well  knows,  has  been  stated  most 
distinctly,  with  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
fact.  It  was  not  only  asserted,  that  the  senate  had 
rejected  the  proposition,  but  the  number  of  the  ma- 
jority against  the  motion  was  given  to  this  deceived, 
this  cheated,  this  insulted  nation.  In  the  Courier 
newspaper  of  the  17th  instant,  was  published  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  : — “ We  stop  the  press  to  state, 
that  we  have  just  learned,  that  on  amotion  made  in 
the  house  of  representatives  for  declaring  war  against 
Great  Britain,  the  question  was  carried  by  a large 
majority  ; but  on  being  brought  up  to  the  senate,  it 
was  hejected  by  a majority  of  two.”  Th  is  was  pub- 
lished on  the  17th  of  July,  and  on  the  20th  the  above 
letter  from  Liverpool.  Now,  upon  what  authority 
was  the  above  statement  made  ? Clearly  upon  no  au- 
thority at  all.  It  was  a falsehood  a falsehood  in- 
tended to  deceive  the  people  of  England ; a false- 
hood intended  to  cheat  them  ; a falsehood  intended 
to  answer  most  base  and  yet  most  foolish  purposes  ; 
for,  on  the  20th,  out  comes  the  truth  by  sheer  force. 
I have  heard  a gentleman  say,  that  lie  verily  believed, 
that,  if  the  French  were  at  Dover,  half  a million 
strong,  these  same  newspapers  would  represent  Na- 
poleon as  at  the  last  gasp.  I hardly  believe  that ; for, 
by  tbe  time  lie  was  safely  landed,  they  would  be  con- 
sidering of  the  means  of  gbing  over  to  his  side,  and 
would,  in  their  own  minds,  be  settling  as  to  their 
price.  But,  short  of  a crisis  like  that,  there  is  no- 
thing tlw.t  will  induce  them  to  desist  from  persever- 
ing in  falsehood  to  the  very  moment  of  detection.  To 
the  very  moment ! They  know  well,  that  a few 
weeks,  days,  or  hours,  must  expose  their  falsehoods 
to  the  public  ; but,  they  know  also,  that,  for  those 
week s,  days,  or  hours,  the  falsehoods  answer  their 
purpose.  And,  when  one  falsehood  is  worn  out,  they 
have  another.  Thus  it  is,  that  this  nation  is  deceiv- 
ed ; it  is  thus  that  it  is  more  deceived  than  any  other 
nation  upon  earth ; and  that,  at  last,  when  a calami- 
ty comes  upon  it,  it  seems  to  be  thunderstruck  at 
what  all  the  rest  of  the  world  clearly  foresaw.  It  is 
thus,  too,  more  than  by  any  other  means,  that  the 

* Brigadier  general  Bloomfield.  Eo. 
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country  lias  been  brought  into  its  present  humbled 
and  distressed  state.  The  people  have  always  been 
believing'  pretty  nearly  the  contrary  of’  the  truth 
while  the  event  was  coming.  The  result  has,  in  al- 
most every  case,  been  precisely  the  opposite  of  what 
was  expected;  and  the  world  have  thought  the  peo- 
ple of  England  mad  for  their  silly  expectations  ; but, 
if  the  world  knew  the  means  that  are  used  to  make 
the  people  of  England  believe  falsehoods  instead  of 
truth ; if  the  World  knew, that  the- people  of  England, 
during  the  progress  of  any  expedition  or  other  war- 
like undertaking,  for  instance,  hear  nothing  hut  false- 
hoods respecting  it, the  world  would  not  be  surprised 
at  the  disappointment  of  the  people  of  England  at 
the  result.  These  observations  apply  with  peculiar 
force  to  the  dispute  with  America,  who  has  been  re- 
presented to  the  people  of  England  as  being,  even 
now , wholly  incapable  of  going-  to  war,  and  whose 
government  lias  been  represented  as  acting  contrary 
to  the  sense  of  the  people  in  all  its  acts  of  resistance 
Against  England.  Now,  however,  we  are  at  war,  if 
the  above  news  be  true ; and  even  now  new  false- 
hoods are  attempted  to  be  palmed  upon  us.  But 
does  the  reader  not  perceive,  that  if  America  has  de- 
clared war,  she  is  at  war  ? And  that  if  she  is  at  war, 
there  must  be  a treaty  before  there  can  be  a peace  ? 
To  make  a treaty  of  peace  will  require  some  months, 
at  any  rate  ; and  does  the  reader  suppose  that  the 
Americans,  after  the  expence  of  arming  has  been  en- 
countered, w-11  disarm  till  she  has  ob named  satisfac- 
tion upon  all  the  points  at  issue  ? The  acts  of  ag- 
gression (as  she  considers  them)  on  our  part  are  ma- 
ny ; and  does  the  reader  suppose  that  the  mere,  news 
of  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  will  satisfy  her  ? 
Besides,  :f  there  were  no  subject  of  disagreement 
hu;.  that  of  the  orders  in  council,  does  not  the  reader 
perceive  that  the  repeal  has  not  been  full,  and  com- 
plete, and  unqualified  ; and  that  if  it  were  so,  Ameri- 
ca cannot  be'  expected  to  disarm  without  some  sort 
•of  compensation  ! What ! is  our  government  to  com- 
mit upon  the  Americans  whatever  acts  of  aggression 
it  p’.qases  ; and,  after  that,  when  America  arms  and 
declares  war,  are  we  to  suppose  that, ‘to  effect  an  in- 
stant peace,  we  -have  nothing  to  do  but  to  put  a stop 
to  our  aggressions  ? I do  not  take  upon  me  to  assert 
that  they  are  aggressions but  supposing  them  to  be 
such,  as  I really  think  they  are,  does  the  reader  sup- 
pose that  our  government  possesses  a license  to  com- 
mit acts  of  aggression,  and  to  put  forward  its  mere 
cessat  ion. of  them  as  a ground  for  peace  with  the  of- 
fended party  ? This  is  not  the  way  with  our  govern- 
ment, either  abroad  or  at  home. 

It  is  always  talking  of  “ indemnity  for  the  past  and 
Security  for  the  future  ” and  why  are  we  to  suppose 
that  the  American  government  will  not  talk  in  the 
same  way  ? If  a man  oh  end  our  government,  does  it 
say,  “ cease  to  offend  us,  and  there  is  an  end  of, the 
matter  l No  ! this  is  not  the  language  it  is  now 
making  use  of  to  the  people  in  the  Luddite  counties, 
it  punishes  them  when  it  can  catch  them  ; and  shall 
it  lay  down  as  a maxim,  that  it  is  never  to  be  made 
responsible  for  what  it  does  ? The  reader  may  be  as- 
sured that  the  Americans  do  not.co'risidel*  it  as  ex- 
empted from  the  usual  laws  and  principles  by  which 
nations  regulate  their  conduct  towards  each  other  ; 
and  he  may  be  further  assured  that  the  inquiries  rela- 
tive to  the  state  of  our  manufacturers,  will  not,  when 
read  in  America,  tend  to  lower  her  tone.  She  is  now 
armed  ; she  has  got  over  her  great  reluctance  to  en- 
kst  soldiers  and  to  fit  out  armed  vessels  ; and  she 
will,  in  my  opinion  never  lay  down  her  arms,  that  is 
< ■'  say,  she  will  never  make  peace  with  us,  until  we 
agree  to  make  her  ample  compensation  for  her  losses 
and  injuries  under  the  orders  in  council,  and  also 


agree  to  desist  from  impressing  any  persons  on  board 
her  ships  at  sea.  Are  we  prepared  for  this  ? Arc 
the  associates  of  Percival  ready  to  give  up  these 
points  ? Are  they  ready  to  pay  for  what  has  been 
captured  under  regulations  which  die  Americans  re- 
gard as  a violation  of  their  rights  : and  are  they  rea- 
dy to  make  it  a crime  in  any  English  officer  to  seize 
seamen  on  board  American  ships  at  sea  ? If  they  are, 
we  shall  certainly  soon  be  at  peace  with  America  ; 
if  they  are  not,  my  opinion  is,  that  we  shall  have  war 
with  her  till  these  points  are  given  up.  The  close 
of  the  pretended  letter  from  Liverpool  is  curious. 
It  observes  that,  “ when  the  senate  came  to  the  re- 
solution of  declaring  war,  the  account  of  Afr.  Perce- 
vaVs  death  had  not  reached  Washington .”  A s much 
as  to  say,  that  if  the  news  of  his  death  had  reached 
Washington,  war  might  not  have  been  declared  ! — 
And  this  is  the  way  in  which  the  friends  of  the  lit- 
tle dead  lawyer  speak  of  him,  is  it  ? They  leave  us 
clearly  to  infer,  that  the  news  of  his  death  m ight 
have  prevented  a war  with  America  ! And  yet  have 
these  same  writers  the  impudence  to  call  the  people 
of  Nottingham,  ;md  other  places,  monsters,  because 
they  expressed  their  joy  upon  receiving  that  same 
news  ! In  conclusion,  I beg  the  reader  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  I have  been  nearly  two  years  endeavoring 
to  prevent  a war  with  America  ; that  very  soon  af- 
ter I was  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  two  years  in 
Newgate  and  to  pay  a thousand  pounds  to  the  king, 
for  writing  about  the  flogging  of  English  local  mili- 
tia men  at  the  town  of  Ely,  and  about  the  employing 
of  German  troops  upon  that  occasion  ; I beg  the 
reader  to  bear  in  mind,  that  very  soon  after  the  im- 
prisonment commenced,  I began  my  most  earnest  en- 
deavors to  prevent  this  war,  the  most  fatal  1 fear  of 
all  the  many  wars  in  which  we  have  been  engaged 
since  the  present  king  mounted  the  throne.  I was 
enabled  to  tell  exactly  what  would  come  to  pass,  un- 
less we  redressed  the  grievances  of  America  without 
delay.  I had  letters  from  America,  written  by  per- 
sons of  a little  more  understanding  than  appears  to 
be  possessed  by  those  from  w hom  our  lawyers  get 
•their  information.  I did  not  know  to  what  extent  the 
merchants  of  America,  might  submit,  to  have  their 
property  seized  ; but  I was  well  assured  that  the  A- 
mericari  people  would  no  longer  sufier  their  seamen 
to  be  imp.es sed  upon  the  open  sea.  This  I was  po- 
sitively told  nearly  two  years  ago ; and  I am  now 
particularly  anxious  to  impress  it  upon  the  minds  of 
the  ministers  ; for  they  may  be  assumed,  that  the  A- 
merican  government,  if  it  has  actually  declared  war, 
will  never  make  peace  till  that  point  is  settled  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  American  people ; till,  in 
short,  we  agree  to  desist  wholly  from  taking  any  per- 
son whatever  out  of  an  American  ship  a#  sen.  I am 
aware  how  stinging*  it  will  be  to  some  persons  in  Eng- 
land to  yield  one  jot  to  America.  I am  aware  how 
much  more  they  hate  her  government  than  they  hate 
that  of  France.  ’ 1 am  aware  how  glad  they  would  be 
to  hear  of  the  United  States  being  swallowed  up  by  an 
earthquake.  Not  so,  however,  the  people  of  England 
generally,  who  do  not  grudge  any  thing  that,  is  yield- 
ed to  America,  so  much  as  they  do  what  is  yielded  to 
other  powers.  They  do  not,  besides,  see  very  clearly 
the  advantages  they  are  to  derive  from  the  keeping 
down  of  the  Americans  by  the  means  of  the  English  na- 
vy. They . do  not  see  the  benefit  that  is  likely  to  ac- 
crue to  them  from  any  thing,  the  tendency  of  which 
is  to  press  upon  a free  people  in  another  country.-— 
Nothing,  I am  convinced,  will  ever  make  an  Ameri- 
can war  popular  in  England. 

WILLIAM  COBBETT. 


Motley,  July  2 3d,  1812. 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRIG  TULIP. 


71 


British  Commerce. 

The  following  interesting  tables  are  extruded  from  a 
late  ruor/e, published  in  London,  by  J.  J.  Oddy. 

An  account  of  all  imports  into  Great  Britain;  the  produce  of  the 
Wi  st-Iiidia  <v>’oniitl  possessions,  f.,r  lime  years  ; to  which  is  add- 
ed, th1»  first  cost  end  charges  of  the  Kast-India  trade  in  tuesame 
years,  to  shew  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  East  and  West  India 
trade,  and  its  importance  to  the  country. 


British  West-India  colonies,") 
including  Trinidad  S 

Conquered  islands,  exclusive? 
of  Trinidad  5 

Total 

East-Iiulies,  first  cost  . . . 

Total  amountofimports  from*? 
the  Eiist  and  West-Indies  y 

' 1801. 

1802.  I 1 803. 

£. 

6,759,617 

4,105,839 

£. 

7,293,316 

2,699,504 

5786432 

362014 

10,865.456 
6,19  J, 293 

9,992,820 

5,002,713 

6148446 

4755475 

17,064,749 

1 

| 

10903921 

An  account  of  ali  West-Iruha  produce  imported  into  Great  Britaip, 
from  tiie  5th  January^  1303,  to  the  5th  January,  1804. 


Qjiantity. 

OJ/idul  or  rated 
value. 

Defy  received 
within  tiie  yea '. 

£. 

S. 

d. 

£. 

,t. 

d. 

Aloes  . . . 

lbs. 

23874 

348 

3 

3 

751 

5 

6 

Arrow  Root  . 

33351 

4219 

7 

0 

148 

4 

3 

Cocoa  . 

ewt. 

4685 

13608 

7 

10 

1730 

8 

8 

Coliee  . . 

210075 

1431851 

11 

0 

46359 

14 

5 

Giug;  r.  dry 

2554 

3192 

16 

11 

2016 

12 

3 

preserved 

lbs. 

12434 

520 

9 

3 

450 

8 

4 

Gum  Guiaeum 



6464 

969 

12 

0 

224 

3 

11 

Juice  of  limes 

gallons 

26137 

1749 

8 

7 

600 

17 

0 

Marmalade 

lbs. 

6076 

455 

14 

9 

144 

13 

9 

Molasses  . . 

cwt. 

2607 

1694 

12 

9 

800 

0 

11 

Oil,  Castor  . j 

1 490SC&.895 

5284 

1 

0 

1352 

16 

11 

Pepper,  Cayenne 

lbs. 

2393 

287 

6 

4 

158 

16 

4 

Pimento  . 

— 

1166314 

29467 

10 

0 

18324 

5 

6 

Shruff  . . . 

cwt. 

354 

973 

13 

5 

3)5 

7 

5 

Spirits,  rum  . 

gallons  4048258 

370182 

3 

7 

131968 

8 

1 

shrub 

— 

2752 

537 

5 

9 

176 

0 

2 

Su reads  . 

Ills. 

21385, 

1469 

19 

C 

1012 

14 

10 

Sugar  _ . . . 

ewt. 

3087819 

4221310 

7 

6 

3078255 

6 

5 

Tamarinds  . 

IBs. 

116557 

770 

0 

10 

1225 

19 

6 

Tortoiseshell 

14883 

3361 

17 

0 

1343 

10 

4 

Turmeric 

— 

17188 

188 

7 

8 

186 

16 

3 

Wood,  Brazijletto 

tons 

25 

171 

1 

3 

15 

13 

2 

Fustic  . 

— 

2612 

22962 

17 

1 

2031 

7 

10 

Lignumvita* 

— 

760 

3426 

17 

6 

620 

16 

0 

Logwood 

— 

12703 

146.-6$ 

17 

6 

3467 

2 

2 

Mahogany.  Br.pl. 

— 

4053 

41631 

15 

2 

15904 

19 

10 

Nicaragua 

— 

714 

7059 

16 

1 

576 

16 

7 

Wool,  Cotton,  ? 
Br.  pi.  $ 

Ibs. 

7266490 

273539 

19 

5 

35504 

9 

0 

Total  . . i 

6585597 

19 

5 

3345670 

16 

0 

The  official  or  rated  value  of  British  manufactures  and  produce 
exported  to  the  British  plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  from  the 
5th  of  January,  1804,  to  the  5th  January,  1805,  was  1.3408232  2s. 
3d.  sterling  ; to  which  is  yet  to  be  added  tiie  amount  exported  to 
the  conquered  islands. 


Case  of  the  Brig  Tulip. 

from  tiie  amf.rican  eailt  advertiser. 

DECREE. 

United  States,  for  the' 
use  of  the  owner,  officers 
and  crew  of  the  privateer 
schooner  Atlas,  Moffat , 
commander. 

vs. 

Brig  Tulip  and  cargo, 

Funk,  master. 

This  is  a case  of  an  American  vessel,  clearly  docu- 
mented as  such,  belonging*  to  William  Shaw,  a natu- 
ralized citizen  of  New-Yovk.  The  property  in  the 
vessel  is  not  disputed ; nor  does  there  appear  anv  ch: 
jection  to  tne  title  of  William  Shaw,  to  tiie  brig  cap- 
tured. She  was  taken,  as  prize,  by  the  Atlas,  Mof 


f:t,  duly  commissioned  as  a privateer,  on  the  15th  of 
July  last,  in  her  course  from  eVew-Ycrk  for  Lisbon. 

ir  appears  that  great  part  of  her  lading  was  taken 
oil  board  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war.  It  was 
complete:!  after  the  declaration  of  war  was  known, 
and  generally  promulgated.  Her  destination  was 
original'll,  and,  for  ought  that  appears,  decided hi,  to 
the  contrary,  ultimately ; for  Lisbon.  Her  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  Indian  com,  meal,  beans,  b'-eswas,  pork  • nd 
siayes,  was  evidently  calculated  for  the  Lisbon  mark- 
et. After  the  war  was  declared,  a contract  v:-s  en- 
tered into  between  the  owner,  William  Shaw,  and  the 
late  British  minister,  Mr.  Foster , in  the  following 
words  : 

“ New-Yotik,  9th  July,  1813. 

“ Sms — Inconsequence  of  the  declaration  of  war, 
by  the  United  States  of  America,  against  Great  Bri- 
tain, it  becomes  indispensably  necessary  for  me  to  for- 
ward dispatches  'to  his  majesty?  s secretaries  of  scute; 
and  as  no- ordinary  .conveyance  can  be  proctmd,  I 
have  been  under  the  unpleasant  necessity  of  entering 
into  un  agreement  with  the  owner  of  the  brig  Tulip , 
James  Funk,  master,  bound  from  hence  to  Lisbon, 
that,  in  consideration  of  his  landing — Cleland,  the 
bearer  cf  my  dispatches,  iyE"6anoi,  In  his  route  to 
Lisbon,  1 would  furnish  him  with  a letter  request- 
ing and  enjoining  you,  gentlemen,  to  permit  the  said 
brig  to  proceed  to  Lisbon,  with  her  cargo,  and  to 
return  to  tills  port  in  ballast,  without  capture,  or 
other  interruption.  I therefore,  beg  you  will  be 
pleased  to  comply  with  my  request.  The  Tulip  was 
laden  and  ready  for  sea,  at  the  time  of  my  entering 
into  the  contract,  and  she  has  been  detained  several 
days  by  me.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sirs,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

“AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 
“To  the  officers  commanding 
his  majesty’s  ships  of  war, and 
private  armed  vessels,  &.c. 

Sec.  &c.” 

I extracted  from  an  authentic  copy  of  a dispatch, 
(the  original  having  been  sent  by  me  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  and  the  copy  by  him  transmitted  to  the  at- 
torney of  the  district)  the  following  .sentence";  be- 
ing the  only  part  relating  to  the  cause.  I certified — 
that  it  was  a public  dispatch,  giving  important  in- 
formation to  the  British  government,  of  a political 
and  military  nature,  relating  to  force,  preparation, 
and  warlike  operations.  The  dispatch  was  directed 
“ To  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Castiereagh.” 

“ Mr  lord — On  condition  of  my  granting  a letter 
of  recommendation  to  a merchant  ve  tel,  bound  to 
Lisbon,  the  owner  of  the  vessel , has  agreed  - to  land  a 
messenger  for  me,  to*  ax  English  port.” 

The  passport  appears  to  me,  to  have  all  the  sub- 
stantial ingredients  of  a licence,  to  which  all  Bri- 
tish craizcrs  were  bound  to  pay  the  like  respect  (its 
terms  and  consideration  being  either  in  progress  to 
be  fulfilled  ; or  actually  complied  with.)  to  winch  a 
licence  immediately  from  the  British  government, 
would  have  been  entitled*  Although  Mr.  Foster 
was  not,  at  the  time,  in  a capacity  to  perform  his  offi- 
cial functions,  as  they  re  1.  ted  to  the  United  States  ; 
yet,  his  acts,  as  they  regarded  his  own  government, 
and  the  officers  of  its  navy,  were  binding  ; and,  as  to 
them,  official.  He  was  the  minister  of  that  govern- 
ment returning  from  an  embassy.  His  powers  had, 
indeed,  ceased,  as  to  the  government  to  which  ho 
had  been  sent ; yet  they  were  not  extinguishes  by 
that  of  his  own  country,  as  regarded  its  interests  and 
concerns. — However  valid  the  contra  ct  stated,  and 
his  passport  were,  as  connected  with,  bis  own  govern- 

* 1.  Black.  Com.  359  FT  te.  Donat,  v.  Insurance 
Company.  N.  A.  4 Dallas.  463.. 
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all  concealed,  in  the 
rst  instance,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  captor. 
Even  at  the  time  of  the  examination  of  the  witnesses 
in  pre.pt  rat  or  o,  it  appe  red,  that  six  or  seven  tors 
diix-cu’d.for  lAsbon,  had  also  been  concealed  during 


ment,  they  were,  as  to  us,  illegal  and  highly  unjusti-.ed  to  him  by  Mr  Foster — we 
fiable. — The  passport  was  accepted,  by  the  owner  of 
the  brig,  after  the  passing  of  the  act,  entitled  “ An 
act  to  prohibit  American  vessels  from  proceeding  to,  or 
trading  ivith  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  passed  the  6th  July  last. — The  law 
could  not  have  been  known  to  the  collector  of  Nevv- 
York  on  the  8th ; when  he  cleared  out  the  vessel  and 
cargo  for  Lisbon.  She  did  not  leave  the  Hook  till 
the  12th.  Hut  whether  it  was  or  was  not  known  on 
board  of  the  Tulip,  before  her  departure  from  the 
Hook,  does  not  appear.  Some  dispatches  and  letters 
sent  on  board  bv  Mr.  Foster,  to  the  care  of  James 
Cleland,  the  messenger,  (a  Trinity  House  Pilot,  on 
his  return  home,  from  New-York)  directed  for  Lis- 
bon, lie  was  desired  to  deliver  to  the  captain  of  the 
Tulip  ; though  other  letters  sent  under  his  charge, 
at  the  same  time,  were  directed  to  be  put  in  the  post 


office  in  England. 

Only  the  papers  necessary  to  prove  American  cha- 
racter in  the  vessel,  were  shewn  to  the  captors,  in 
the  first  instance.  No  papers  or  proofs,  ascertaining 
the  cargo  to  be  American  property,  were  then,  or  at 
any  time  since,  shewn  to  the  captors,  or  exhibited  to 
this  court.  The  supercargo,  Braine,  swears,  that  he 
had  verbal  orders  tor  selling'  the  vessel  and  cargo,  at 
Lisbon , for  account  of  Shave,  of  JVetv-York to  whom, 
as  he  understood  and  believes,  both  belong.  The 
master,  Funk,  swears,  that  he  signed  bill  or  bills  of 
lading  “to  order  f’  and  also  declares  his  under- 
standing arid  belief,  that  the  property,  in  both  vessel 
and  cargo,  belongs  to  William  Sha-w  of  New-York. 
As  to  the  suspicion  that  this  ownership  was  one  in 
transitu,  (induced  by  the  circumstance  of  the,  bills  of 
lading' being  “ to  order”  j there  does  not  appear  any 
other  foundation  for  it ; unless  it  can  be  laid  in  the 
papers  herein  after  plated.  No  bill  of  lading,  except 
the  one  hereafter  mentioned,  was  found  among  the 
papers  delivered  into  this  court  by  the  captors.  But 
an  affidavit  • of  the  captain.  Funk,  was  offered,  to 
prove,  that  one  had  been  delivered  by  the  captain  of 
the  Tulip,  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  Atlas.  The  court 
did  not  think  tins  regular,  in  the  stage  of  the  cause 
in  which  it  was  offered  ; nor  was  it  clear  of  the  ob- 
jection to  it,  of  being  sworn  to  by  a witness  who  had 
been  examined  on  the  standing  interrogatories  ; be- 
fore an  order  for  further  proof.  A russe  de  guerre 
was  practised  by  the  captain  of  the  Atlas,  which 
was  then  and  had  been,  under  British  colors,  and 
called  the  privateer  Fill  of  Bermudas.  He  said 
“ the  Tulip  was, a good  prize  ; and  he  should  send 
her  into  Hahfax”  At  this  stage  of  the  business, 
the  passport  from  -Mr.  Foster  was  produced  by  the 
supercargo  ; together  with  the  following  document. 

An  Envelope  (for  there  was  no  epistolary  commit 
ideation)  was  delivered  with  the  passport,  and  not 
before  superscribed  “ To  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Carrol 
merchants,’ Dublin and  containing  an  invoice  and 
bill  of  lading  of  the  cargo,  both  dated  the  17tli  of 
June,  1812.  The  invoice  is  without  marks  or  num- 
bers ; it  amounts  in  value  to  $ 11,839  6 cents  ; it  in- 
cludes ah  item  for  commissions  at  5 per  cent,  mak- 
ing I 591  and  95  cents  ; and  it  is  headed  “ invoice  of 
merchandise  shipped  on  board  the  brig  Tulip,  Janie; 
Funk,  master,  for  Lisbon,  per  order,  and  for  account 
and  risque  of  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Carrol,  merchants, 
Dublin B — The  bill  of  lading  is  signed  by  James 
Funk  ; it  states  the  cargo  to  be  shipped  by  William 
Sham) ; it  declares  the  cargo  to  be  deliverable  to  the 
order  of  the  shipper,  upon  payment  of  4000  dollars 
freight ; and  an  endorsement  from  William  Shd-w, 
directs  the  captain  to  “deliver  the  within  contents 
to  the  order  of  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Carrol,  of  Dublin. 
This  document  with  its  enclosures — the  character  of 
Clela.vb  as  a messenger — and  the  dispatches  entrust 


the  chase.  They  were  never  delivered  up,  nor  men- 
tioned, until  such  examination  ; when  we  find,  unac- 
countably, that  those  letters  do  not  relate  to  the  Tu- 
lip, or  her  cargo ; and  that  neither  in  them  nor  any 
other  paper  on  board,  (though  the  ship  as  well  as  the 
cargo,  were  to  -be  sold  bv  him)  is  the  supercargo, 
who  was  g\  -.g  a perfect  stranger  to  Lisbon,  intro- 
duced, recommended,  or  named ! 

The  messenger  and  despatches  were  captured  on 
board  the  Tulip.  But  the  supercargo  and  the  cap-- 
tain  do  not  precisely  agree,  as  to  the  plan  originally 
contemplated  for  disposing  of  them.  It  must  how- 
ever, be  inferred,  from  what  both  hare  said,  that, 
even  if  the  Tulip  was  forbidden,  by  her  owner,  to 
enter,  or  touch  at,  any  English  port,  for  the  purpose 
of  landing  the  messenger  with  the  despatches,  she 
was  to  put  them  outboard  of  any  vessel  proceeding  to 
England,  which  she  might  casually  meet ; and  it,  in 
her  direct  course  for  Lisbon  site  did  not  meet  with  a 
vessel  proceeding  for  England,  she  was  to  sail  to 
the  lands  end  (many  degrees  of  latitude  and  longi- 
out  of  her  direct  course)  and  lie  off  and  on  there 
until  she  found  a vessel  going  into  port. 

The  envelope  directed  to  Shaw  raid  Carrol  cf  Dub- 
lin, contained,  most  assuredly,  tile  only  papers  exhi- 
id  in  relation  to  the  cargo.  It  is  alleged,  by  the 
claimant,  that  those  papers  were  to  be  produced  on- 
ly in  case  the  vessel  should  be  carried  into  a British 
port.  If  the  Envelope  and  its  contents,  had  been  at 
heir  date  (before  the  cargo,  let  it  be  noted,  was  all 
shipped)  calculated  as  a mere  cover  ; it  was  an  un- 
necessary measure  after  the  passport  ; which  would 
supercede  all  necessity  for  producing  these  papers  in 
a British  port.  American  papers  were,  then , the  on- 
ly documents  the  cargo  required ; if  it  were  bona  fide 
American  property. 

I take  no  notice  of  the  contents  of  a paper  said  to 
be  signed  by  the  captain  of  the  Tiilipy  Cleland,  and 
Braine,  after  the  capture.  If  cannot  have  the  au  tho- 
rity of  a paper  found  on  board  at  the  time  of  capture; 
it  is  not  proved  on  oath  to  have  been  signed  ; nor 
could  it  have  been  competent  to  prove  the  facts  there* 
in  stated.  It  is  contradicted  in  its  principal  allega- 
tion, by  the  oaths  of  Braine  and  Funk ; and  could 
only  be  used  to  discredit  their  testimony. 

Some  animadversion  has  been  made,  by  the  advo- 
cate for  the  captors,  on  a short  letter  from  Mr  Sam- 
payo  at  New  York,  directed  to  Mr.  Sampayo  at  Lis- 
bon, found  on  board  tlie  Tulip.  There  is  no  intrinsic 
evidence  in  this  letter,  that  it  relates  to  that  vessel 
or  her  cargo.  The  external  circumstances  alleged  to 
be  grounds  of  suspicion,  are  not  proved,  or  judicial- 
ly known  to  the  court. 

Tlie  claim  of  William  Shaw,  and  an  affidavit  an- 
nexed— state,  that  lie  is  a naturalized  American  citi- 
zen, resident  in  JVerw  York,  as  a merchant  since  1795. 
That  the  lading  of  the  brig  (whereof  he  is  the  sole 
owner,  as  well  as  of  the  cargo)  commenced  on 
tlie  10th  of  June,  and  she  was  destined  for  Lisbon , 
and  no  other  port,  and  he  had  not  since  changed  her 
destination,  or  that  of  her  cargo.'  The  supercargo  had 
express  orders  to  proceed  to  Lisbon ; and  not  to  touch, 
on  any  account,  at  any  port,  or  place,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  vessel  and  cargo  from  British  capture,  and  for 
no  oilier  purpose,  on  her  voyage  to  Lisbon,  lie  receiv- 
ed, from  H.  Barclay,  Son  of  the  British  consul,  “ a 
letter  from  Augustus  J.  Foster,  lately  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  near  the  Lnited 
States ; intended  as  a protection  from  British  cap- 
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ture  ; and  agreed  to  take  on  board  one  or  two  pas- 
sengers ; and  to  land  him  or  them  inEngland  ; provi- 
ded the  deponent’s  vessel,  either  in  the  course  of  the 
voyage,  or  off  the  lands  end,  whither  she  was  to  go  in 
case  of  necessity,  should  find  a vessel  bound  in  to 
England.”  If  no  opportunity  (a  vessel  g-oing  in)  oc- 
curred off  the  land y end,  the  Tulip  was  to  proceed 
directly  for  Lisbon  ; with  the  passenger  or  pas.sen- 
. tie  states  that  his  so  proceeding  to  Lisbon, 
it  been  necessary,  was  not  objected  to,  by  Mr. 
Barclay,  the  British  consul,  on  condition  of  his  “ for- 
wardingtiie  said  passenger  or  passengers  from  thence 
to  England,  at.Ji.is  own  expence.”  He  states,  that 
the  letter  to  tiharo  and  Carroll,  and  the  endorsed  bail 
of  lading,  were  intended  to  enable  them  to  protect 
tiie  property  if  carried  into  a British  pert.  “ But  the 
said  deponent,  at  the  same  time,  instructed  the  said 
supercargo,  not  to  shew  either  the  said  letter,  or  bill 
of  lading,  until  the  said  brig  and  cargo  should  be  ac- 
tually captured,  and  carried  in  by  a British  vessel 
Thai  he  was  ' ignorant  that  the  Tulip  had  on  board 
any  letters  for  England  or  Ireland,  (other  than  those 
enumerated)  “ except  such  as  the  said  Augustus  J. 
Buster  should  deliver  to  the  said  passenger,  or  passen- 
gers, at  New- York.”  He  declares  his  ignorance  of  any 
letters  being  put  on  board  for  Lisbon  ; and  if  any  were 
put  on  board,  even  by  JVIr.  Foster,  they  were  so  without 
his  consent  or  privity.  He  repeats  that  the  sole  desti- 
nation was  for  Lisbon  ; where  the  supercargo  was  in- 
structed to  sell  both  vessel  and  cargo  ; and  to  invest 
the  proceeds  in  bills  of  exchange,  for  the  deponent’s 
account.  That  he  ensured  the  brig  and  cargo  fur  the 
Lisbon  voyage  alone.  That  neither  the  British  go- 
vernment, nor  any  subject  of  that  government,  or 
any  person  inhabiting  within  the  territories  thereof, 
nor  their  factors,  nor  agents,  had,  or  now  have,  any 
right  or  interest  in  the  brig,  or  her  cargo. 

A great  number  of  letters  for  England,  were  found 
on  board  the  Tulip,  after  her  capture  ; but  they  did 
not  relate  to  her,  or  her  cargo. 

The  passport contains,in  itself, ample  evidence  of  the 
most  essential  fact,  on  which  Isbell  found  my  opinion. 
Tnis  document  is  sufficient  in  my  view  of*  the  sub- 
ject, without  travelling  into  the  contents  of  tiie  des- 
patches themselves,  whether  innocent  or  noxious. — 
Much  less  is  it  necessary  minutely  to  attend  to  the 
^peculations  of  the  claimant’s  advocates  ; who,  with- 
out having  seen  them,  claim  the  right  of  contradict- 
ing- (as  decorously  as  such  a circumstance  will,  with 
any  tolerable  appearance  admit)  my  statement.  Thus 
calculating,  ineffectually  here,  to  induce  the  spread- 
ing tiie  despatches  on  the  minutes  ; or  excluding 
them  entirely  from  the  notice  of  the  court.  These 
Speculations  extend  to  the  groundless,  and,  consider- 
ing- the  character  of  the  minister,  and  the  circum- 
stance of  the  case,  highly  improbable  supposition, — 
that  tiie  packet  might  contain  nothing  inimical  or 
noxious.  Probably,  as  is  surmised,  mere  blank  pa- 
per ! to  give  a colour  to  a collusion  between  the  claim- 
ant and  minister,  for  covering  this  cargo.  Not  a ve- 
ry favorable  aspect  m which  to  place  either  the  mi- 
nister or  their  client  ! or  even  the  ownership  of  the 
c rgo.  But  it  should  not  be  so  exacerbated  by  the 
rage  of  war,  as  to  presume  the  minister  capable  of 
such  conduct;  especially  in  an  object  so  small;  if  1 
did  not  possess  the  means  of  proving  to  the  contra- 
ry.* 

The  minister  declares  in  his  passport ; — (<  it  be- 
comes indispensably  necessamf  ’ (and  necessity  is  too 
often  state  morality)  “ to  forward  despatches  to  his 
majesty's  secretaries  of  state.”  Can  any  reasonable 
mind  seriously  presume,  that  these  despatches  were 
not,  to  them  important ; and,  of  course,  to  us,  hostile 

*Sec.  6 Rob.  Am.  Ed.  465.  ~~ 


and  noxious  ? Is  it  within  the  compass  of  the  most 
ardent  credulity,  (L  say  not  credibility,)  to  believe, 
that  the  minister’s  envelope  enclosed  entirely  inno- 
cent matter  ? or, — what  is  more  fanciful, — blank  pa- 
per l and  that  in  charge  of  a messenger  ! Would  a 
public  minister  prostitute  his  own,  and  the  official 
characters  of  “ his  majesties  secretaries  of  state,”  for 
the  petty  and  sole  purpose  of  covenng  or  protecting, 
a cargo, — trifling  indeed,  to  induce  the  sacrifice  ; — 
And  that,  when  the  same  object,  for  an  innocent  voy- 
age to  Lisbon,  could  have  been  effected,  without 
such  dangerous  and  unlawful  pretexts  ? 

I shall  not  extensively  indulge  myself  in  controver- 
sy about  the  legality  (common  law  legality  applied 
in  a prize  court !)  or  the  “novelty”  of  the  mode  I 
took,  from  necessity,  to  certify  an  extract  of  part  of 
, the  contents  of  a despatch  ; and  to  announce  the 
import  of  the  subjects  of  it.  I am  not  myself  pre- 
pared, confidently  to  declare,  what  mode  is  the  most 
proper,  one  of  the  advocates,  who  is  greatly  dissatis- 
fied with  my  mode  will  suggest,  or  tolerate  no  other. 
He  will  have  no  middle  course.  The  whole  must  lie 
developed,  or  totally  excluded.  Another  would  sub- 
mit to  the  judgment  and  certificate  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  both  as  to  state  policy,  and  noxious  character  j 
but  inhibits  tile  judge, — although  the  law  expressly 
assigns  to  him  the  receipt  of,  and  power  over  the 
papers, — from  all  discretion,  or  instrumentality,  in 
this  part  of  the  case.  Now  (however  mistaken  I may 
have  been  as  to  my  mode  of  placing  the  facts  among 
the  exhibits,)  it  would  seem  to  me,  that,  in  some  way 
or  other,  the  judge  who  is  to  determine  the  cause,  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  deciding  whether 
or  not,  any,  or  what  part  of  the  despatches  were 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  justice  of  the  case; 
and  (mangle  this  interdiction  of  the  learned  advo- 
cate,) and  throwing  myself  out  of  the  question,  he 
seems  to  be  exactly  the  character,  who  ought  to  he 
best  qualified  to  form  a j-us.t  opinion  on  the  Subject ; 
either. of  relevancy  or  necessity  of  development.  No 
doubt,  should  the  secretary  of  state,  hereafter,  cer- 
tify, in  the  manner  this  worthy  advocate  would  ap- 
prove , we  should  heai-,  fretn  some  other,  a variety 
of*  objections,  which  it  does  not  become  me  to  men- 
tion, or  surmise.  It  has,  too  frequently,  fallen  to  my  lot 
through  a period  of  more  than  twenty  years  past,  to 
take  tiie  first  step  on  to  us,  new,  and  often  embarrass- 
ing points.  It  is  not.  my  habit  to  be  overwceningly  at- 
tached to  my  own  modes  or  opinions.  But  it  is  my  habit 
to  decide,  and  to  act  as  it  appears  to  me  right  at  the 
time ; and  that  ;:s  prompt  iv.as  thecase  demands;  leav- 
ing the  dissatisfied  party  to  his  remedy  in  a superior 
tribunal.  There  is  a protest  to  the  extract  from  the 
despatch,  and  my  certificate  of  its  import.  This  waS 
much  desired  by  me,  and  I am  gratified  in  the  hope, 
that  a superior  tribunal  will  give  explicit  instruction* 
in  what  maimer  I shall  hereafter  proceed,  if  similar 
circumstances  (not  likely  to  be  frequent)  should 
again  occur.  Whether  this  mode  or  any  other, 
be  settled  by  those  to  whom  I look  for  correct  ion  of 
my  errors,  is  to  me  immaterial.  Common  law  prin- 
ciples, and  rules  of  evidence  cannot  be  applied  in  a 
prize  court.  Its  proceedings  are  totally  different 
from  those  of  any  other  court.  Proofs  and  evidence 
are  from  necessity  and  the  nature  and  exigencies  of 
cases  here  permuted;  which  would  be  at  once  re- 
jected, not  only  in  courts  of  common  law,  but  on  the 
instance  side  of  this,  or  any  other  admiralty  court. 

It  is  only  on  account  of  the  novelty  of  this  part  of 
the  cause,  in  this  country,  and  by  no  means  induced 
by  -My  thing  relating  to  myself,  that  1 add  to  the 
foregoing  observations.  My  leading  object  is,  to 
obtain  a direction  for  future  government  under  such 
circumstances. 
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I abstracted,  from  the  mass  of  papers  delivered  to 
me,  the  despatches  or  Mr.  Foster,  and  sent  them, 
with  the  seal  of  the  envelope  unbroken,  through  the 
law  officer  of  the  district  (the  usual  organ  of  com- 
munication with  the  executive)  to  the  secretary  of 
State.  This  I did,  under  my  own  view  of  its  pro- 
priety . and  without  adverting,  at  the  time,  to  the 
constant  practice  in  other  nations.  In  England  and 
France,  it  is  always*  customary.  Those  nations, 
unhappily  for  themselves  and  all  the  world,  are  the 
best  acquainted  with  the  horrible  trade  of  warfare  ; 
having*  been,  through  ages,  with  short  intermissions, 
engaged  in  it.  Finally  their  bitter  and  endless  col- 
lisions have  involved  us  ; and  we  have,  in  our  new 
situation,  much  to  learn.  Both  have  alternated  friend- 
ship, and  enmity , with  us,  at  different  periods  of  our 
national  existence.  But  I do  not  on  the  latter  ac- 
count, disregard  all  their  establ  ished  practice,  in 
prize  proceeding.  Fas  est  et  ab  Iloste  doceri.  In  both 
England  and  France,  communications  are,  and  have 
been  through  a long  course  of  -time,  made  by  their 
executives,  or  their  ministers,  to  prize  judicatories  ; 
as  well  of  the  fact  of  capture^  despatches  (always 
sent  to  some  executive  department)  as  of  their  ten- 
dency and  import.  Our  act  of  congress  directs,  that 
all  papers,  found  on  board  a prize,  shall  be  delivered, 
on  oath,  to  the  district  judge  ; as  with  him,  and  in 
the  court  in  which  he  sits,  all  proceeding’s  must  ori- 
ginate. But  the  despatches,  in  extenso , are  never, 
in  any  country,  developed  in  prize  courts.  How  this 
is  to  be  regulated  in  our  courts, — let  the  superior 
courts,  or  the  legislature,  direct.  The  secretary  of 
state  transmitted  to  the  attorney  of  the  district,  not 
as  proctor  in  this  cause,"' but  in  bis  capacity  of  law 
.Officer,  of  the  district,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the 
despatch  from  which  I made  the  extract,  and  certi- 
fied its  import.  It  was  accompanied  by  a request, 
that  it  might  not  be  made  public  ; unless  I should 
foe  of  opinion,  that  the  justice  of  the"  case  so  in- 
dispensably demanded  its  pub! 'city,  as  to  overbal- 
ance the  policy  and.  interests  of  the  government  and 
nation.  I was  not  .of  that  opinion.  But  placed  among 
the  exhibits,  the  extract  objected  to  ; being 'the  only 
part  in  any  wise  directly  relating  to  the  cause.  I 'would 
mat  require  the  whole  to  be  spread  on  the  record  : not 
only  because  I did  not  deem  it  essentially  necessary 
but  because  I would  not  'establish  a precedent,  which 
if  followed,4 might  in  some  future  case,  (however  it 
might  be  in  this)  involve  and  injure  the  interests  of 
the  nation  ; to  which  those  of  individuals  must  ever 
give  way.  The  judiciary  of  this  country  being  a co- 
erdindie  branch  of  the  government,  is  peculiarly 
bound  to  be  attenti  ve  to  the  safety  of  the  nation,  on 
such  points;  and  more  especially  in  courts  whose 
jurisdiction  rises  out  of.  and  is  employed  exclusively 
in  the  incidents  of  war.  If  the  superior  court  should 
■deem  the  despatch,  or  the  copy  of  it,  essential  in  the 
cause,  it  is  ready  to  be  produced.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  claimant’s  advocates,  that  they  should 
have  tiie  opportunity  of  discussing  its  contents, 
shewing  its  innocence,  and  refuting  the  imputation  of 
noxious  character; — I feel  warranted  in  saying, — that 
great  national  objects  must  prevail,  over  such  minor 
considerations.  Nor  do  I conceive  the  despatch 
(which,  however,  cannot  but  be  believed  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  serve  the  interests  of  the  British  government 
and  not  ours)  of  so  much  importance  in  this  cause, 
as  the  example  would  be  mischievous,  on  some  fu- 
ture occasion.  Our  own  citizens  may  easily  escape 
any  difficulties  on  this  account ; by  avoiding  all  in- 
strumentality in  such  business.  Get  it  be  remem- 
bered, too,  that  the  noxious  quality  of  the  despatch 
is  only  an  aggravation  of  the  offence ; whereof  the 
placing  the  vessel,  for  any  unlawful  purpose,  in  the 
service  of  the  enemy , is  the  gist  and  substance. — True 


it  is,  as  has  been  observed  by  the  advocates  for  the 
claimant,  that  intelligence  may  be  conveyed  through 
a multitude  of  ordinary  channels.  But  that  going 
directly  from  our  plans  suggested  by  a public  func- 
tionary, especially  if  attended  with  the  solemnity  of 
a messenger,  could  not  fail  to  be,  in  ten  fold  ratio, 
regarded.  It  appears,  in  this  case  from  Mr.  Foster’s 
passport,  that  ordinary  means  were  not  in  plenty  ; 
for  he  declares  “ no  ordinary  conveyance  could  be  pro- 
curedIt  also  appears,  that  he  would  have  preferred 
such  means  ; as  he  avers  that  the  employment  of 
this  vessel  arose  from  “ an  unpleasant  necessity 

I am  not  inclined  to  say  (but  I g*ive  no  opinion  on 
any  point,  save  that  immediately  before  me)  ilmi  a 
passport  unaccompanied  with  unlawful  conduct,  pro- 
tecting the  vessel  in  this  case,  if  the  carg'o  be  really 
American,  from  British  cruisers,  would  have  been  as 
to  us,  cause  of  capture  and  condemnation  ; however 
it  might  have  exposed  her  to  the  risk  of  being  made 
prize  of  by  other  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  Pass- 
ports from  a belligerent,  to  neutrals  (or  possibly  to 
our  ships  even  now,  when  we  have  changed  our  neu- 
tral character)  to  proceed  unmolested,  from  one.  law- 
ful port  to  another,  may  not  be  considered  as  illegal ; 
if  not  tainted  with  unlawful  conduct  or  condit  ions. 
It  is  not  unprecedented  for  a belligerent  to  exempt 
even  enemy  ships  engaged  in  a particular  trade,  be- 
neficial to  such  belligerent  from  capture  by  its  cruis- 
ers. It  is  yet  unlawful  for  us  to  trade  with  Portugal 
and  Spain ; with  cargoes  bona  fide  American  proper- 
ty. If  all  our  ships  in  this  trade  laden  with  cargoes 
belonging  to  our  own  citizens,  were  exempted  irom 
capture  by  the  British,  1 do  not  now  see,  that  we 
should  have  the  right  of  condemning  them  as  prizes 
to  us.  But  when  particular  vessels  are  indulged  with 
such  exemptions,  it  creates  suspicion,  at  least  as  to 
cargo.  This  has  caused  much  animadversion  in  this 
case,  and  in  all  such  cases,  clear  proof  is  required 
to  repel  the  fraudulent  appearance.  Simulated  pa- 
pers are  not,  in  themselves,  causes  of  condemnation  , 
though  they  throw  the  proof  on  the  claimants  ; and 
carry  with  them  strong  suspicion  of  fraud.  This 
vessel  and  cargo  were  ensured,  and  should  have  been 
documented,  as  American  property.  It  is,  on  this  score 
strange,  that  no  papers,  as  to  cargo,  but  those  sworn 
by  the  claimant  to  be  simulated,  should  be  found  on 
board.  If  he  was  justified  in  covering,  to  delude  the 
enemy  he  certainly  should  have  contemplated  the 
risk  of  capture  by  us.  Incidit  in  Scyllum,  cupiens 
e-dtare  Charybden.  The  solitary  bill  of  lading,  and 
that  not  in  possession  of  the  supercargo,  offered  to 
be  proved  to  have  been  delivered  to  the  lieutenant  of 
the  Atlas-,  by  the  captain  of  the  Tulip,  even  if  the 
proof  had  been  admitted,  seems  but  slender  evidence 
of  bona  fide  American  property.  The  captain  gene- 
rally retains  one  of  the  bills  of  lading  for  his  own 
purposes.  This  lias  no  operation,  as  to  proofs  of 
property,  one  way  or  another. 

1 am  not  now  necessarily  bound  to  determine  wlie- 
the  law  of  the  6th  of  Juiy  embraces  this  case ; or 
subjects  the  person  and  property  of  the  owner  to  its 
forfeitures  and  penalties.  If  they  even  are  so  sub- 
ject, they  are  not  exempted  from  the  laws  of  nations  ; 
when  those  are  violated.  I cannot  agree  in  the  doc- 
trine insisted  on,  “ that  the  claimant  is  only  amena- 
ble to  this  law  of  our  country  ; and  if  that  does  not 
reach  him  or  his  property,  both  are  free  from  the 
operation  of  any  other.”  It  will  be  with  more  consid- 
eration than  I think  it  necessary  now  to  give  the 
question,  before  I determine  how  far  the  prize  juris- 
diction, without  special  authority,  in  penal  acts  of  the 
legislature,  applies  to  forfeitures  accruing  under  our 
municipal  laws  ? The  law  of  the  6th  July  only  in- 
terdicts licenses  to  trade  to  a British  port.  It  oblig- 
es vessels  to  give  certain  bonds,  before  clearance  and 
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departure.  The  Tulip  was  lawfully  cleared  ; the  law 
hot  being,  nor  could  it  be  known  to  either  the  claim- 
ant or  the  collector  at  New- York,  before  the  clear- 
ance was  given. 

As  to  the  questions  of  trade  ivith  evemies,  I will 
meet  them  when  they  come  directly  before  me.  Pos- 
sibly I may  have  to  decide  such  questions  in  chief  ; 
and  I do  not  choose,  incidentally,  to  give  an  opinion. 
Bynkershrock  (Duponceanh;)  23,  4,  clearly  states — 
“ But  although  trading  with  the  enemy  be  not  spe- 
cially prohibited,  yet  it  is  forbidden  by  the  mere  oper- 
ation of  the  laws  of  war.”  He  had  before  said,  that 
most  nations  forbid  such  trading,' either  in  their  de 
durations  of  war,  or  by  special  laws  or  edicts.  I no- 
tice tills  merely  to  shew,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
justly  celebrated  jurist,  such  municipal  laws  were 
only  cumulative  prohibitions,  re-enactments  or  addi- 
tions, to  the  law  of  nations;  which  would  have  been 
competent  without  them.  In  this  light  I consider  the 
law  of  the  6th  July,  in  this  case.  Nor  can  I agree 
with  the  claimant’s  advocates,  that  a citizen,  to  cer- 
tain intents,  may  not  be  considered  and  treated  as  an 
enemy. — Municipal  laws,  tis  true,  may  cumulatively 
for  offences  against  the  law  of  war,  operate  person- 
ally, and  also  on  property,  within  our  territory.  But 
both  person  and  property  are  still  subject  to  the  laws 
of  nations.  The  admiralty  law , operating  in  its  pro- 
per tribunal,  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  property, 
within  its  jurisdiction — and  when  that  is  rightfully 
employed  on  subjects  of  prize,  it  is  emphatically, 
a court  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  whatever  place  or 
country  it  Sits.  The  technical  definition  of  “ ene- 
my,” given  by  one  of  the  advocates  for  the  claimant, 
would  do  well  for  a philologist ; but  here,  it  is  more 
ingenious  and  learned,  than  solid.  A neutral  violat- 
ing his  neutrality,  is  separated,  by  his  own  miscon- 
duct from  the  character  of  his  nation  ; and  becomes 
an  individual  enemy.  A citizen  of  a nation  at  war, 
lending  himself  or  his  property  to  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  comes,  pro  hac  vice , and  his  property,  though 
it  may  not  be  really  or  nominally  enemy  property,  is 
subject  to  all  the  consequences.  It  is  contrary  to 
his  allegiance — which  is  part  of  the  law  of  nations; 
and  there  is  no  distinction,  in  this  regard,  between 
native  and  Adopted  citizens.  He  violates  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  on  him  by  his  allegiance  when  he  af- 
fords service  or  assistance  to  the  enemy,in  any  unlaw- 
ful case.  Conveying  intelligence  is  accounted  the 
most  mischievous  and  unlawful,  attribute  and  con- 
comitant of  trading  with  the  enemy.  I should  hold 
the  opinions,  whereof  my  decision  is  the  result,  up- 
on principle,  if  no  decided  case  could  be  found.  But 
see  the  case  of  the  Hoop.  1,  Rob.  Am.  ed.  165 ; and 
particularly  the  note,  184,  Duponceau’s  Bynkershock 
157,  8 Term.  561, 1 Term.  Rep.  185,  St.Leon, Jenkins 
In  trod.  86,  92.  And  also  sir  William  Scott’s  defini- 
tion of  despatches  ; and  his  reasoning  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  them  ; 6 Rob.  465. 

I know  of  no  case  of  service  to  an  enemy,  acts  of 
humanity  excepted,  which  is  not  unlawful.  ” Modern 
warfare  permits  (though  not  always  practised)  offi- 
ces of  civility  between  enemies.  “ Les  ofices  de  ci- 
vil* te  ne  sont  pas  incompatible  avec  les  devoirs  de  la 
guerre.”  But  acts  of  benevolence  and  offices  of  ci- 
vility, are  very  different  from  services  which  assist 
in  the  operations  of  the  war. 

The  foundation  of  my  decree  is — that  this  vessel 
was,  at  the  time  of  capture,  with  the  knowledge  of, 
and  under  the  contract  with,  the  owner , undeniably, 
in  the  service  of  the  enemy — carrying  despatches  of  a 
public  nature,  sent,  under  the  charge  of  a messen- 
ger, from  a British  minister,  to  his  government,  during 
open  and  declared  warfare  between  this  country,  and 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; in  violation  of  the  duty 
of  allegiance  of  the  owner.  Whether  the  service  in 


which  she  was  engaged,  was  to  be  performed,  by  ac- 
tually going  into  a British  port,  or  by  transhipping 
the  messenger  and  despatches  at  sea,  is,  in  my  con- 
templation of  the  subject,  immaterial.  For  this  rea- 
son, I have  passed  over,  in  the  statement,  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  capacity  of  the  British  pilot  Cleland 
to  place  the  vessel  in  a safe  and  convenient  situation 
for  landing  himself  and  a servant  of  Mr.  Foster’s, 
who  was  on  board,  at  the  same  English  port  or  place. 
■Neither  the  pilot  or  the  servant,  could  have  contem- 
plated a passage  to  England  by  the  way  of  Lisbon. — 
Trading  with  an  enemy  at  sea,  is  equally  illegal  with 
so  trading  in  port.  Conveying  intelligence,  stands 
on  the  same  principle,  and  subjects  the  vehicle  em- 
ployed, to  capture  as  lav/ful  prize.  The  cargo,  if 
belonging  to  the  owner  of  the  vessel  so  employed, 
with  his  knowledge  and  bv  express  agreement,  in 
committing  the' offence,  is  confiscable  e.r  delicte.  “Si 
sciverit,  ipse  estin  dolo.”  And  the  “Scienter”  of  the 
owner,  in  this  case,  is  in  con  trover  t i bly  proved.  If  it 
be  enemy  property,  it  is  Confiscable  ex  re,  so  that,  in 
either  case,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  lawful  prize  of 
war.  On  this  view  of  the  case,  were  I inclined  to  or- 
der further  proof,  on  the  claim  of  American  owner- 
ship, it  would  produce  no  favorable  result. 

I have  been  compelled  by  along  discussion,  often 
embarrassed  by  matter  not  necessarily  belonging  to 
it,  and  too  much  protracted  to  dilate  on  th;s  sub- 
ject so  much  more  than  I intended,  that  I do  not 
pointedly  notice  all  the  authorities,  which,  I think, 
fully  support  my  opinion.*  In  the  case  of  the  Atalan- 
ta,  (7  Rob.  440)  much  information,  on  the  subject  of 
unlawfully  conveying  public  despatches , will  be  found. 
Every  thing  there  said  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  a 
neutral,  applies,  wnth  double  force,  against  the  act  of 
a citizen,  in  such  a case.  The  ground  of  decision, 
in  tine  case  of  the  Atalanta,  is  not  laid  in  the  obnox- 
ious British  doctrines  of  colonial  trade ; but  the  im- 
portance of  a colony  to  the  mother  country,  is  men- 
tioned as  an  ingredient,  to  shew  the  enormity,  and  in- 
jurious tendency,  of  the  offence.  Nor  is  the  judg- 
ment founded  merely  on  the  fraudulent  conduct  of 
the  neutral ; though  that  is  also  an  ingredient,  which, 
whatever  there  may  be  in  this  case  of  a similar  na- 
ture, I have  avoided  introducing  with  any  stress.  The 
illegality  and  inimical  conduct  of  the  neutral,  in  ear- 
ning enemy-despatches,  is,  by  sir  M in.  Scott,  point- 
edly relied  on. 

A neutral  may  carry  despatches  from  a minister 
resident  in  his  country,  be  the  nature  of  them  what 
they  may,  to  the  ports  of  the  belligerent  in  the  coun- 
try to  which  the  belligerent  belongs. 

If  the  neutral  is  stopped  on  the  high  seas  for  search 
ali  he  has  to  do,  is  to  act  candidly,  and  deliver  the 
despatches  to  the  enemy  of  the  minister’s  govern- 
ment : which  those  who  use  such  conveyances  must 
expect.j*  But  concealment  and  mala  fide  conduct, 
are  taking  part  with  the  enemy,  and  subject  the  neu- 
tral to  the  penalties  inflicted  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
y ery  different  is  the  case  of  a citizen,  whose  country 
changes  its  state  of  peace  and  neutrality,  to  that  of 
war.  JVo  service  afforded  to  an  enemy,  as  to  despatch- 
es, or  other  assistance,  can  be  justified.  Deliver}7  of 
the  despatches,  on  capture,  without  even  an  attempt 
to  conceal  them,  does  not  purify  the  original  act ; 
which  was  illegal  ab  initio  in  the  citizen  : though  it 
might  have  been  otherwise  in  the  case  of  the  neutral. 

*See  4.  Dallas,  appendix.  3. 

2.  Rob.  69. 

Bynkershock  1.  P.  c.  12,  p.  95. 

f 6.  Rob.  454. 

See  case  of  the  Carolina,  6 Rob.  461. 

6 Rob.  458. 
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If  there  be  not  a decision  directly  to  the  point  of 
this  case,  I hesitate  not,  to  apply  old  principles  to 
new  circumstances.  I agree  in  the  reasoning  of  sir 
Win.  Scott  on  this  subject.  Although  all  his  opinions 
are  not  in  unison  with  our  sentiments,  (nor  in  some 
important  instances  are  those  of  English  common  law 
judges)  it  would  be  illiberal  and  uncar.did,  to  deny 
him  the  meed  of  great  talents,  sound  sense,  and  a tho- 
rough knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nations.  I do  not 
follow  his  decisions,  or  opinions,  as  binding  authori- 
ties. But  his  decisions  are  luminous  guides,  where 
they  are  not  warped  by  the  executive  edicts,  or  by 
the  prejudices  arising  from  inveterate  state  policy, 
which  too  often  tarnish  the  character  of  the  court  in 
which  he  sits,  and  render  it,  when  operated  upon  by 
them,  no  longer  a tribunal  governed  by  the  law's  of 
nations.  He  does  not,  however,  stand  alone,  in  sup- 
porting the  principles  which  have  directed  my  judg- 
ment. 

Ido  not  reject  the  fact  of  nmcimts  dispatches. 
They  are  not,  ’tis  true,  spread  on  the  minutes,  com- 
municated in  extenso  to  the  claimants  advocates, 
nor  proved  in  the  way  they  deemed  exclusively  pro- 
per.—-Yet:  the  tendency  and  character  of  them  are 
sufficiently  unfolded  for  all  the  purposes  of  justice. 
I rely  on  the  unlawful  service,  incontrove  Ptibly  proved 
by  the  minister’s  passport ; to  the  evidence  whereof 
no  objection  has  been,  or  can  be  made ; as  the  prin- 
cipal ground  of  decision  ; though  both  grounds  are, 
in  my  opinion,  sufficiently  tenable.  The  claimants 
own  acknow  edgmenf,  on  oath,  would  be  competent 
proof,  did  not  the  passport,  on  its  face,  bear  ample 
testimony,  of  the  fact  of  employment  in  enemies  ser- 
vice. 

If  I am  mistaken,  in  this  new  course,  which  the  un-! 
happy  contest  we  arc?  now  commencing  has  thrown 
upon  me  ; my  errors  either  in  form  or  substance,  may 
be  corrected,  on  appeal. 

Much  complaint  has  been  made,  as  to  the  form  of 
the  libel,  the  deficiency  of  the  interrogatories,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  examination  of  witnesses.  The 
libel  I do  not  think  objectionable  ; though  it  might 
have  been  in  another  form,  as  to  tire  parties  libellants. 
The  interrogatories  are  sufficient  to  produce  the 
fficts  necessary  in  the  cause.  The  proceedings  at 
toe  exawnn  dion  in  preparatorily  passed,  for  the  most 
part,  under  my  ..own  observation.  I save  nothing  im- 
proper, or  reprehensible.  Experience  will  teach  us 
woat  alterations,  or  additions,  are  necessary,  in  or  to 
any  of  the  proceedings  ; and  I shall  always  be  ready, 
in  future  cases,  to  lis.cn  to  her  lessons  ; aided  by 
the  suggestions  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  ; includ- 
ing,  very  desirably,  the  learned  advocates  for  the 
present  claimant. 

As  T now  conceive  both  the  facts  and  the  law  of 
this  case,  rny  duty  imposes  on  me  the  unpleasant 
task  of  condemning  both  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as 
lawful  prize,  according  to  the  praver  of  the  libel. 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

11th  September,  1812. 


Energy  in  War. 

Though  a difference  of  opinion  exists — or,  as  some 
believe,  rather  appears  to  exist,  as  to  the  policy  and 
necessity  of  ihe  war  against  England,  there  is  com- 
plete unity  of  desire  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  pro- 
vided the  contest  terminates  honorably  ; the  causes 
tlmt  led  to  it  being  removed. 

The  whole  spirit  of  our  system  of  government,  and 
the  unanimous  desire  of  all  thinking  men  in  America, 
irect  to  “ peace,  commerce  and  honest  friendship 
nth  all  nations — entangling  alliances  with  none.”- — 
ibis  may  be  fairly  inferred  frost  our  long  endurance 


of  the  one-sided  war  so  relentlessly  waged  against, 
the  persons  and  property  of  our  nation  for  years,  by 
the  present  open  enemy.  We  suffered  these  things 
with  a degree  of  patience  which,  to  those  unacquaint- 
ed with  our  character,  approximated  so  closely  to 
pusillanimity,  that  they  supposed  us  willing  to  sell 
our  birthright  of  freedom  and  independence  for  a 
mere  bale  of  goods.  But,  by  degrees,  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  people  rose  to  the  war-fitch : they  be- 
came fully  sensible  that  real  peace  could  not  he  hoped 
for  but  as  the  blessed  fruit  of  honorable  war  ; the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  following  the 
impulse  of  their  constituents,  took  the  state  of  their 
country  into  solemn  consideration,  and  decreed,  that 
war  existed  between  the  United  States  and  their 
territories  and  Great  Britain  and  hey  dependencies. 
This  appeal  to  the  sword  was  not  made  without 
counting  the  cost  : we  knew  the  enemy  we  had  to 
contend  with  : we  had  before  tried  our  strength  with 
him,  and  experienced  the  whole  weight  of  his  in- 
trigues and  arms. 

Though  this  solemn  decision  of  the  legislature  of' 
the  union  was  in  strict  obedience  to  the  will  of  a great 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  some 
of  our  citizens,  while  the}’  freely  admitted  the  justice 
of  all  claims  we  advanced  as  founded  upon  the  im- 
mutable laws  of  reason  and  right,  [see  the  notes] 
appeared  desirous  to  wave  their  rigid  exaction  for 
the  present;  believing  that  at  a general  peace,  the 
practice  of  impressment,  with  the  principles  of  the 
orders  in  council,  would  be  abandoned.  But  peace 
will  never  take  place  in  Europe , while  the  merchants 
govern  England  and  Bonaparte  rules  France,  except 
in  consequence  of  some  signal  interposition  of  Divine 
Providence  for  the  relief  of  afflicted  humanity  ■;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  pretensions  of  Great  Britain , 
by  sufferance,  would  have  grown  into  principles  to 
he  contended  for  and  acted  upon  in  all  her  future 
wars,  that  would  sooner  or  later  place  us  in  our 
present  hostile  attitude,  unless,  indeed,  we  should 
become  willing  to  surrender  our.  dear  bought  inde- 
pendence to  the  avarice  and  arrogance  of  an  insatia- 
ble nation  and  ministry. 

There  is  another  class  of  people  opposed  to  the 
war.  The  mere  creatures  of  England  ; ready  to 
make  any  sacrifice  of  American  honor  and  interest 
to  subserve  the  views  of  the  “ mother  country”,  or 
gratify  their  own  sordid  inclinations — a body  of  men 
destituteof  national  feeling.  Void  of  all  sensibility  for 
the  gallant  sailor  feloniously  stolen  from  his  country 
and  friends,  and  perfectly  willing  to  have  their  ‘‘trade 
regulated  in  all  cases  whatsoever,”  by  an  order  in 
council,  seeing  their  whole  heart  centers  in  dealing 
with  the  oppressor.  The  former  class  is  deserving 
respectful  attention,  laboring  under  an  error  of  opi- 
nion— but  the  latter  is  entitled  only  to  repchension 
and  censure,  being  dishonest,  traiterous  and  avari- 
cious. They  are  contemptible  in  point  of  numbers, 
but  have  wealth  and  great  influence.  One  of  the 
happiest  effects  of  the  war  will  be — the  cleansing  of 
the  republic  of  such  abominable  rubbish.  Heaven 
speed  the  day  when  the  “ money  changers ” shall  be 
expelled  from  the  political  temple  ! 

But  the  honest  difference  of  sentiment  in  the  Ame- 
rican people,  as  to  the  propriety  of  unsheathing  the 
sword  against  England,  will  not  influence  its  re- 
turn to  the  scabbard,  until  our  unquestionable  rights 
are  rescued  from  the  general  wreck  and  ruin  of  li- 
berty, at  sea  and  on  land,  by  the  great  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. Our  national  pride  and  our  individual  feelings 
— our  rank  among  the  people  of  the  earth  with  our 
self-esteem,  and  the  glory  and  future  safety  of  these 
states  with  the  happiness,  of  every  citizen,  are  all 
deeply  interested  in  a successful  termination  of  the 
contest,  just  about  to  begin  in  real  earnest  If,  by ' 
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party  divisions,  we  palsy  the  arm  of  government,  and  i 
suffer  the  war  to  dragon  heavily, or  finish  ignomi- 
niously,  what  have  we  to  expect,  threatened  and  as- 
sailed by  the  savages  within  and  the  pirates  without, 
ALLIES  in  rapine  and  in  blood  ? What  sort  of  a trea- 1 
ty  can  we  hope  for,  under  such  circumstances  ? Such 
a treaty  will  be  granted  as  Great  Britain  kindly  gives 
to  an  East  Indian  rajah,  after  her  intrigues  and  arms 
have  slaughtered  half  his  people,  and  broken  down 
the  spirit  of  the  remainder — a treaty  which  shall  ex- 
act a ti'ibxUe  on  our  coasting  trade,  and  establish 
British  custom-houses  at  the.  mouths  of  our  harbors. 
Nor  wdl  this  supposition  appear  extravagant,  when 
we  consider  what  Great  Britain  has  really  imposed 
upon  us  while  standing  on  the  high  ground  of  ail  un- 
conquered and  independent  nation.  Who  could  have 
believed  a few  years  ago,  that  she  would  have  made 
a tariff  for  all  our  articles  of  export,  and  have  levied 
a tax  on  them  as  freely  as  upon  the  products  of  her 
own  soil  and  industry  ? But  this  was  done  by  an  or- 
der in  council — nay,  she  went  further,  and  demanded 
also  a tribute  on  all  the  articles  we  received  in  ex- 
change for  them  ; which  tax  and  tribute , in  several 
instances,  were  actually  paid.  Herein  was  the  veal 
object  of  the  orders  in  council.  The  pretence  that 
these  orders  were  retaliatory,  was  monstrous  ; for 
Great  Britain  was  willing  the  continent  should  re- 
ceive our  merchandize,  provided  only,  she  obtained 

the  whole  profit  of  the  adventure,  out  and  in. 

The  tariff  above  alluded  to,  is  inserted  in  a note  be- 
low. It  is  true,  the  burning  of  the  gin  at  Baltimore 
that  had  paid  the  tribute  in  England,  with  the  hide- 
ous effrontery  of  the  measure  itself,  and  the  general 
indignation  it  excited,  caused  the  British  ministry  to 
abandon  it,  retaining  to  themselves,  however,  the 
right  to  re-impose  those  duties,  or  any  others  they 
might  think  proper  to  levy  at  any  future  time,  in  the 
same  manner  that  they  lately  revoked  the  most  offen- 
sive orders  in  covncil,in  general. 

With  such  foretaste  and  knowdedge  of  the  pre- 
sumption of  the  British  government,  as  ambitious 
and  overbearing  as  any  that  ever  existed,  Bonaparte's 
not  excepted,  what  have  we  to  hope  for,  if  unsuc- 
cessful ? Were  Britain  driven  from  this  continent — 
were  her  trade  in  all  parts  of'  the  world  ruined  and 
cut  up  by  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  incensed 
seamen — were  her  West  India  colonies  in  the  deep- 
est distress,  and  her  people  at  home  in  arms  against 
her  government,  we  would  advance  no  new  claim. — 
"We  desire  simple  justice,  as  contended  for  by  Wash- 
ington, Adams,  Jefferson  and  JYIadison,  in  their  seve- 
ral administrations.  We  ask  no  new  tiling.  Our  com- 
plaints are  nearly  as  old  as  our  government  itself ; — 
but  the  causes  of  them  are  more  aggravating-  of  late. 
We  want  nothing  of  England  but  what  she  herself  de- 
mands and  receives  from  other  nations  at  peace.  She 
will  not  permit  any  power  to  overhaul  her  ships,  and 
impress  her  seamen  ; neither  will  we.  She  will  not 
suffer  any  nation  to  exact  a tribute  on  her  commerce 
on  the  high  seas  ; nor  will  we.  She  will  not  permit 
armed  ships  to  hover  on  her  coasts,  and  interrupt  her 
home  trade,  and  enter  her  harbors,  and  there  murder 
and  pillage  whom  they  please  ; neither  will  we.  She 
will  not  suffer  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  free  na- 
vigation of  every  sea,  to  be'  defined  by  the  cabinet 
ministers  of  any  particular  kingdom  or  state  ; nor 
will  we.  We  ask  nothing  of  England,  but  what  she 
fierself,  even  for  the  least  of  them,  would  feel  jus- 
tified in  going  to  war  to  maintain  and  defend.  Will 
she  then  presume  to  say  that  justice  is  noton  our 
side  ? No — whatever  some  of  her  friends  may  affirm, 
the  British  ministry  will  never  have  the  impudence 
to  assert  that  we  have  not  abundant  causes  for  war. 

Under  such  circumstances  war  was  declared ; and 
we  anticipate  the  effects  of  an  ignominious  peace. — 


To  recede  is  impossible — the  path  to  peace  lies^ 
through  the  field  of  ivar.  There  is  no  other  way  of 
reaching  that  desired  state,  but  by  the  exertion  of 
every  energy,  corporeal  and  mental,  to  defeat  the  foe 
— efforts  wliich,  we  are  happy  to  discover,  are  novr 
making  in  all  parts  of  our  countiy.  The  jangling  of 
party  is  rapidly  subsiding,  and  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  are  assuming  a national  character,  which  fo- 
reigners declare  we  were  destitute  of.  Let  every 
man,  in  his  proper  department — by  his  personal  ser- 
vices, his  money,  his  counsel  or  his  advice,  do 
whatever  in  him  lies,  to  rescue  his  fellow  citizen  from 
the  scalping  knife  of  the  savage  of  the  wood  and 
from  the  press-gang  of  the  pirate  of  the  ocean.  From 
the  unexampled  spirit  and  energy  of  the  Western 
people,  we  trust  the  hostile  tribes  of  Indians  will  be 
swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  or  completely  dis- 
persed, before  the  “ fall  of  the  leaf” — their  crimes 
and  our  safety  demand  this  dreadful  ^retribution. — 
Let  the  people  of  the  East  also  exert  their  physical 
strength  to  harrass  and  cripple  the  pirate  and  tire 
man-stealer.  Eighty  thousand  as  gallant  tars  “as 
ever  cracked  a biscuit,”  if  duly  supported,  will  car- 
ry terror  into  every  sea,  and  make  the  enemy  feel 
those  things  he  has  so  liberally  inflicted  on  others. 

While  the  war  lasts,  let  every  man  fight  with  all 
his  heart  and  soul  to  end  it  speedily,  and  in  any  way 
that  he  can.  Britain  wants  bread — we  will  refuse  it. 
Her  armies  in  Spain  and  Portugal  must  have  our 
fioiu-  and  corn ; we  will  deny  them,  and  make  it 
death  to  furnish  them  with  single  meal. — — Britain 
must  have  an  export  for  her  goods  ; we  will  not  re- 
ceive them.  She  must  have  timber  and  naval  stores 
from  Canada  ; we  will  dispossess  her  of  Canada  and 
cut  off  her  supplies.  Without  commerce,  she  must 
suffer  intolerably;  we  will  injure  her  commerce  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power : and  will  raise  vast  flocks  of 
sheep  and  establish  many  manufactories,  and  rival 
her  in  the  market  of  the  world  ; we  srow  manufac- 
ture several  kinds  of  goods  to  the  value  of  20,000,000 
of  dollars  per  annum,  that  thi’ee  or  four  years  ago 
we  received  from  her  work-shops  ; arid,  in  a few  years 
we  shall  export  all  sorts  of  cotton  goods  as  cheap,  if 
not  cheaper,  than  she  can;  and  be  it  noted,  her  cot  on 
manufactories  produce  about  50  millions  of.  dollars 
a year.  “ We  are  a world  of  ourselves,”  and  can 
live  independent  of  any  other  place  on  earth.  The 
next  year  we  will  clothe  the  whole  army  in  homespun 
— aye,  and  they  shall  have  blankets  too,  of  American 
manufacture,  cheaper  and  better  than  they  can  fur- 
nish them.  We  will  raise  a respectable  naval  force, 
and  fearlessly  attack  her  on  the  element  she  calls  her 
own,  and  gladly  meet  her  veterans,  man  for  man  and 
gun  for  gun.  We  will  assail  her  in  season  and  out 
of  season — at  all  times  and  in  all  manner  of  ways — 
not  for  her  destruction,  but  in  self-defence  for  jus- 
tice sake. 

These  things  are  much  easier  said  than  done — but 
we  wii.i,  no  them.  We  have  the  means,  and  the 
will  cannot  be  wanting.  In  the  East,  the  West,  the 
South  and  the  North,  we  observe  the  most  vigorous 
measures  pursuing  to  discomfit  the  enemy.  A new 
spirit  appears  to  invigorate  the  government  and  the 
people  : arms  and  the  munitions  of  war,  with  brave 
and  gallant  spirits,  are  moving  through  the  whole 
countiy.  The  torpor  and  indifference  of  a few  parts 
of  it  are  giving-  way  to  the  impulses  of  patriotism  ; 
and  narrow  local  prejudices  are  sacrificed  on  the 
shrine  of  the  republic,  “ one  and  indivisible.” — Our 
country  is  rich,  and  its  resources  inexhaustible. — 
W e have  assetts  in  hand — in  the  ‘ land fund/ — to  pay 
the  expenses  of  a 50  years  war,  and  the  substance  of 
the  people  is  yet  untouched  by  taxes.  We  have  ev- 
ery thing  to  hope  for,  if  united  with  energy ; and  ev- 
ery thing  to  tear,  if  disordered  and  wavering.  The 
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stake  is  independence.  Who  will  not  conterd  for  of  British  colonies,  or  imported  by  the  East  India 
it  ? It  is  a pear!  of  great  price,  dearly  purchased  by 
the  best  blood  of  the  land.  Shall  ve  cast  it  to  tlie 
dogs  by  party  jealousies,  or  hold  it  fast  by  American 
feelings  and  unity  ? Our  country  is  at  war ; England 
is  the  foe  ; and  no  honest  or  reflecting  man  will  stand 
neutral.  Let  Britain  be  undeceived.  The  Ameri- 
can people,  With  a freedom  of  thought  and  action 
that  she  knows  not,  wrangle  among  themselves  on 

points  of  policy — but  when  a stranger  enters  the  | been  received,  (viz-:  m - 
portals  of  their  country,  their  only  consideration  will  [West  Indies,  the  20th  Ja 
be,  to  repel  and  punish  the  intruder,  be  he  whom  he  j port  in  amity  with  his  m 
may,  a Frenchman,  a Briton  or  an  Indian. 


NOTES  TO  TKE  PRECEED1N&. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Bayard’s  speech  in  the  Senate  of 
United  States,  Oct.  31. 

“ They  were  adopted  (the  orders  in  council)  as  a 
“ measure  of  retaliation,  though  they  never  deserv- 
“ ed  that  character.  He  had  always  considered  tlie 
“ Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  used  as  a mere  pretext. — 


company,  or  under  a license  of  tins  company. 

2.  AH  goods  (not  manufactured,)  the  produce  of  a 
country  in  amity  with  his  majesty,  imported  in  Bri- 
tish vessels,  or  such  belonging  to  such  country,  (ex- 
cept coflee,  sugar,  pimento,  cocoa  nuts,  hides,  tal- 
low, oil,  cotton,  yarn  and  Per.  bark.) 

3.  All  goods  by  vessels  who  s iled  before  the  pe- 
riods fixed  of  notice  of  the  orders  in  council  having 

si  or  tli  America  and  in  the 
mary)  and  proceeding  to  a 
tjesty.  N.  B.  cotton,  yarn, 
md  Pei*,  bark  must  in  all  cases  be  landed  here,  the 
exportation  being  entirely  prohibited. 

4.  Goods  imported  under  license  dated  prior  to  the 
11th  November,  or  in  vessels  cleared  at  the  ports 
they  are  imported  from  before  the  periods  fixed,  and 
which  are  ware-housed,  for  exportation  only. 

5.  Goods  imported  from  any  free-port  in  British 
W.  I.  colonies,  before  the  1st  June,  1808,  or  from  any 
other  port  under  license  of  his  majesty’s  governors. 


Those  decrees  were  vain  and  empty  denunciations  dated  prior  to  the  1st  January  and  ware -housed  only 


“ in  relation  to  England.  The  plain  design  of  the 
“ British  government  was  to  deprive  France  of  the 
“ benefits  of  external  commerce,  unless  the  profits  of 
“ it  were  divided  with  herself.  This  was  fully  proved 
“ by  the  license  trade.  Britain  carries  on  the  very 
“ trade  she  denies  to  neutrals,  and.  having  engrossed 
“ the  whole  to  herself,  she  excludes  neutrals  from 
“ a participation.” 

“ I am  among  the  last  men  in  the  senate  who  would 
“justify  or  delend  the  orders  in  council — They  vio- 
“ late  the  plainest  rights  of  the  nation — The  ground 
“ of  retaliation  was  never  more  than  a pretext  and 
“their  plain  object  is  to  deprive  France  of  neutral 
“ trade.  It  never  was  contended,  nor  does  Britain 
“now  contend  that  she  would  be  justified  by  the 
“ laws  or  usages  of  nations  to  interdict  our  com- 
“ merce  with  her  enemy.  She  covers  her  injustice 
“ with  the  cloak  of  retaliation,  and  insists  that  she 
“ has  a right  to  retort  upon  her  enemy  the  evils  of 
“ his  own  policy— This  is  a doctrine  which  I am  not 
“ disposed  to  agree.  It  is  destructive  to  neutrals. — 
“ It  makes  them  tire  prey  of  the  belligerents.” 

“ It  is  a doctrine  * which  -we  must  resist .” 

In  the  speech  of  Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts  in 
senate,  28th  February  1812,  he  says— 

“ I once  thought  Great  Britain  contended  for  her 
“ existence  : That  dream  has  now  completely  pass- 

“ed  away  !” — — 

“And  how  is  it  possible,  that  a third  and  neutral 
“ party  can  make  itself  a fair  object  of  retaliation 
“ for  measures  which  it  did  not  council — which  it  did 
“ not  approve — which  militate  strong'ly  with  its  in- 
“ terest— which  it  is  and  ever  has  been  anxiously  de- 
“ sirous  to  remove — which  it  has  resisted  by  every 
“means  in  its  power— which  it  thought,  expedient  to 
“use,  and  of  these'  means  the  government  of  the 
“ neutral  country  ought  to  be  the  sole  judge — which 
“ it  has  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  even  at  great  sacri- 
“ fices  ! — ho v/  is  it  possible  that  a neutral  country 
“ thus  conducting  can  make  itself  a fair  object  of  re- 
“ filiation  for  measures  which  it  did  not  originate — 
“ which  it  could  not  prevent  and  cannot  control !— 
“ Thus,  sir,  to  my  view,  the  orders  in  council  are 
“ wholly  unjustifiable,  let  them  be  bottomed  either 
“ on  the  principle  of  retaliation  or  of  self-preserva- 
“ tion.” 

Extracts  of  the  act  of  parliament  passed  28th 
March,  1808,  giving  effeqt  to  tile  orders  in  council 
of  the  11th  Nov.  1807. 

“ Tlie  duties  specified  in  the  annexed  tables  are  to 
be  paid  on  all  goods  at  the  exportation,  with  the  fol- 
lowing* exceptions  : 

1.  AU  goods  tlie  produce,  growth  or  manufacture 


for  exportation. 

6.  Prize  goods  brought  in  before  March  28,  1808. 

7.  Goods  imported  from  St.  Domingo  (in  return 
for  goods  shipped)  under  license,  before  the  5th  Fe- 
bruary.—those  subsequent  are  only  liable  to  half  the 

ities. 

All  East  India  goods  must  be  ware-housed  in  Lon- 
don only,  but  if  it  is  proved  that  a vessel  arriving1  at 
an  outport  has  only  such  quantity  of  East-India  goods 
on  board  as  must  not  exceed  one-fourth  of  the  value 
of  her  cargo,  she  may  land  there  the  goods,  and  ei- 
ther carry  the  East  India  goods  to  London,  or  tran- 
ship them  by  some  other  vessel. 

Goods  rated  according  to  the  value,  must  pay  the 
duty  upon  the  real  value  at  the  time  of  shipping. 

Goods  ware-housed  under  bond  must  be  exported 
within  15  months,  or  the  home  consumption  duties 
must  be  paid  thereon  : (if  not  prohibited)  in  default 
thereof  they  may  be  sold  to  defray  the  duties  and 
charges,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  to  the  owners. 
If  not  so  valuable  as  to  produce  the  duties  and  charg- 
es they  may  either  be  destroyed  or  re-exported  to  the 
country  they  were  imported  from  ; provided  such 
country  is  then  in  amity  with  his  majesty. 

This  act  to  continue  until  the  end  of  tlie  next  ses- 
sion of  parliament.  The  king  may  alter  or  suspend 
this  act,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  he  thinks  fit. 

GOODS  ALLOWED  TO  BE  BONDED. 

Barrilla  - • - 10s  per  cwt.  or  Dollars  2 22 

Bark  (Peruvian) 


6s  — 

Cochineal  - - - 7s  — 

Cocoa  nuts  - - 1 1 — 

Coffee  - - - l 8s  — 

Ginger  - . 7s  — • 

Gum  Arab  and  Senegal  10s  — 

Hemp 
Hides  (raw) 

Jalap  - 
Indigo 
Iron  (in  bars) 

Pimento  - 
Pitch 

quicksilver  - 
Rhubarb  - - 

Rice  - - 

Rum  and  Spirits  single 
Do.  over-proof  - 
Sugar  (brown  or  Mus-  7 . 

covado  j 10s  per  cwt. 

Do.  (white  or  clayed)  14s  per  cwt. 

Tallow  - - - 7s  — 

Tar  4s  4d  per  31  1-2  gal 

Tobacco  - - , id  i-2  per  lb. 

Turpentine  (common)  3s  6d  per  cwt. 

Wine  - - 1 6 per  252  gals. 

Wood  (mahogany)  1 per  ton 

Cotton  ...  9d  per  lb. 

Timber  - - - 1 7s  per  50  c.  feet 

Masts,  &c.  6 in.  and  7 , . „ 

under  8,  j 5s  P**  Piece 

8 12  - - - 10s  — 

12  apdnpwavds  17*-— 


15s  — - - - 

3s  per  bide  - 

- 6d  per  lb. 

2s  — 

1 3 — per  cwt.  - 

- 2d  per  lb  - 

4s  4d  per  31  1-2  gal.  - 

Is  per  lb. 

2s  — ... 

2s  per  cwt.  - 

8d  per  gall.  - 
Is  4d 


1 35 
1 57 
4 44 
6 14 

1 57 

2 22 
3 33 

67 
11 
45 
13  32. 
4 

9 * 
22 
45 
45 

15 
30 

2 22 

3 15 
1 57 

95 

3 

7 

26  64 

4 44 

16 
4 98 

1 H 

2 22 

4 9* 
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Goods  not  allowed  to  be  bonded , and  upon  which  the  hanie-consump - 
lion  duties  must  be  /mid  on  importation  : 

Anchors  40  per  cent.  oil  the  value. 


Annotts 
Algol 
Ashes 
Oak  bavk 
Bn  ad 
Butter 

Cables  and  cordage 
"Wheat 

Wheat-meal  and  flour 
Styek-fish 
Other  fish 
Set  d oil  - . 

Pork 
Flax-seed 


8s  4d  per  ewt. 
5s  — 

10s  — 

2s  6d— 

4s  — 


- 1 


- Dollars  10  65 
1 11 
2 22 
57 
90 
4 44 
4 05 
2 22 
1 11 
56 
90 
45  51 
3 92 
33 


■ 18s  — 

108  per  qr 

5s  per  cwt. 

2s  6d  per  120 
- 4s  per  cwt. 

10  10s  per  252  gals, 

17s  6d  per  cwt. 

Is  6d  per  561b. 

Prize-goods  prohibited — goods  not  enumerated,  but  which  mayl 
be  used  in  this  country— on  the  present  duties  40  per  cent.  ) 

t;  A letter  from  Rathbone , Hughes  and  Duncan , of  Liverpool, ! 
dated  in  the  begining  of  April,  1808,  has  this  paragraph  : 

These  duties  to  attach  to  the  cargoes  of  all  vessels  bound  from  j 
the  United  States  to  those  pons  on  the  continent  which  are  under  the  j 
influence  of  France , and  arrive  in  this  country,  in  compliance  with] 
the  orders  in  council  of  the  11  th  Nov.” 

See  the  amount  of  the  tribute  on  our  exports, 

A cargo  of  cotton  of  1000  bales,  of  300  lbs.  each,  which  is  about  | 
the  common  weight,  paying  9d  staling,  per  lb.  in  England,  would  j 
amount  to  the  precise  sum  of  50,000  dollars.  The  same  cargo  of 
cotton  at  14  1-2  cents  per  the  average  price  for  flue  Louisiana  cot- 
ton, will  not  cost  at  New-Orleans  43,500  dollars.  Thus  the  export- 
er would  have  to  pay  6,500  dollars  in  London,  as  a duty  for  liberty 
to  proceed  to  the  continent,  more  than  the  original  cost— to  this 
may  bo  added  the  various  other  charges  of  tonnage,  &c.  amounting 
to  about  2000  dollars  more. 

A cargo  of  tobacco  may  be  said  to  consist  of  400  hogsheads — for 
the  sake  of  round  numbers,  we  will  suppose  each  hogshead  only  to 
weigh  1000  lbs.  and  the  account  stands  thus — 

400.000  lbs.  Tobacco,  at  1 1-24  sterling  per  pound,  is 

12,500  sterling,  or  Dollars  11,100  00 

Tonnage  at  12s.  per  ton  on  400  tons,  is  1240  sterling, 

or  1,06 5 60 

Light  money  and  about  50  other  charges  and  attendant 
expences,  will  amount  to  800  00 

Amount  of  tribute  12,965  6£> 

A ship -will  carry  about  from  3000  to  3500  barrels  of  flour  ; say, 
for  the  sake  of  calculation,  6000  cwt. 

6.000  cwt.  at  5s.  sterling  per  cwt.  comes  to  1 1500  or  dolls.  6,660  00 

Tonnage  ami  charges,  as  above  1,S65  60 

Amount  of  tribute  8,525  60 

A ship  load  of  fish  would  cost  about  3500  or  4000  dollars  includ- 
ifigthe  duties  and  charges. 

Of  the  80,000  hogsheads  we  generally  exported,  about  12,000 
were  consumed  in  the  British  islands — the  rest  went  to  the  conti- 
nent-put them,  as  before,  at  1000  lb.  each,  and  what  is  the  amount 
of  tribute  on  this  single  article? 

68.000  hogsheads  tobacco,  weighing  each  1000  lbs.  is 
63,000,000  lbs.  at  1 l-2d  sterling  per  pound  is  1425,000 

or  dollars  1,993,000  00 

170  ships,  tonnage,  &c.  at  2000  dollars  each  340,000  00 

Amount  of  tribute  on  tobacco 


2,338,000  00 


MILITARY. 


On  Monday  last  there  marched  from  Baltimore  a 
hardy  company  of  volunteers,  consisting-  of  100  rank 
and  , file,  under  the  command  of  Stephen  H.  Moore, 
to  form  a junction  with  col.  Winders  regiment,  now 
bordering  on  Canada.  There  is  a prospect  of  their 
being  speedily  followed  by  another  company.  Per- 
haps no  body  of  men  were  ever  better  calculated  and 
provided  for  the  service  expected  of  them.  They 
were  fitted  out  in  the  most  substantial  manner  by  the 
munificent  patriotism  of  the  people  of  Baltimore, 
with  every  necessary ; and  were  besides  presented 
with  an  elegant  flag  by  the  patriotic  ladies  of  the  se- 
venth ward.  A similar  company  is  about  to  march 
from  Petersburg,  Va.  another  from  Alexandria : and 
in  various  parts  we  hear  of  .such  movements.  In 
many  places  companies  of  exempts  are  organized, 
not  on  paper  only  but  in  fact,  and  prepareddo  .obey 
the  call  of  their  country.  The  growing  zeal  of  the 
people  to  prosecute  the  war,  augurs  glory  and  suc- 
cess in  it. 

^ The  Indians  are  ravaging  the  whole  province  of 
East  Florida.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  punish 
their  aggressions. 


A letter  from  Erie  (Pen.)  dated  September  18, 
that  news  had  reached  that  place  that  the  British  had 
taken  possession  of  Eighteen  mile  Creek. 

Lt.  Col.  Fenwick,  of  the  U.  S.  light  artillery,  has 
arrived  at  Niagara,  with  some  pieces  of  heavy  ord- 
nance. The  force  on  the  frontier  is  hourly  strength- 
ening. We  may  begin  to  look  for  important  move- 
ments. 

We  have  copies  of  two  letters  from  Capt.  Z.  Tay- 
lor, commanding  at  Fort  Harrison,  which  shall  be  gi- 
ven in  our  next  paper.  A large  body  of  Indians  made 
a furious  attack  on  that  post  during  the  night  of  the 
3d  ult.  but  their  design  was  completely  baffle^,  by  a 
handful  of  men  under  captain  Taylor,  through  great 
prudence  and  courage.  On  the  13th  of  that  month, 
which  is  also  the  date  of  capt.  T’s  last  letter,  609 
mounted  rangers  and  500  infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  William  Russell,  were  within  35 
miles  of  Fort  Harrison,  expecting  to  reach  it  on  the 
16lh.  Our  mind  is,  therefore,  relieved,  as  to  the 
safety  of  this  place. 

The  savages  are  now  attacked,  in  great  force,  from 
various  quarters.  Several  of  their  towns  have  already 
been  destroyed. 

The  British  have  not  obtained  possession  of  fort 
St.  Philip,  at  the  Balize,  as  was  reported.  General 
Wilkinson  has  sent  down  a reinforcement,  and  will 
himself  visit  the  post  to  place  it  on  a respectable 
establishment. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Governor  JStcigs  to  General 
Van  Horns — dated 

Ukbaxsa,  Sept.  19,  1812- 

“ General  Harrison’s  army  reached  fort  Wayne  on 
Saturday  last,  all  safe.  The  Indians  had  retired  four 
days  before,  after  burning  and  destroying  every  spe- 
cies of  property,  public  and  private,  outside  the  gar- 
rison. My  brother  and  two  soldiers  are  the  only  per- 
sons that  have  fallen  at  that  place.  Expeditions  have 
gone  out  in  different  directions  from  fort  Wayne  to 
h arras s the  Indians.  The  Miamies  were  associated 
with  the  Potawatamies,  and  are  of  course  against  us. 
One  party  had  gone  against  their  towns  on  the  Wa- 
bash, and  another  against  the  Potawatamies  on  the 
Waters  of  hike  Michigan. 

There  is  now  altogether  in  advance  of  this  place, 
between  4 apd  5,000  men,  and  about  2,000  within  2 
days’  coming  on.  W e have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  frontiers  will  be  visited  by  the  savages. 

R.  J.  MEIGS. 

P.  S. — Eight  hundred  Indians  are  here  with  their 
families , and  appear  friendly. 

War  Department,  September  1,  1812. 

“Your  excellency’s  letter  of  August  24th  is  receiv- 
ed. It  is  the  determination  of  the  president  to  regain 
the  ground  which  has  been,  lost,  and  to  prosecute 
with  redoubled  vigor  the  original  objector  the  cam- 
jiaign. 

“ In  addition  to  the  troops  under  general  Winches- 
ter, a brigade  of  militia  will  be  marched  from  the 
upper  part  of  Pennsylvania,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
with  such  volunteers  as  may  offer  from  that  quarter. 
Fifteen  hundred  infantry  has  been  ordered  from  'Vir- 
ginia, and  the  troops  under  General  Harrison  will  co- 
operate with  this  force  on  the  frontier.  The  presi- 
dent has  great  confidence  in  your  zealous  support 
of  these  measures  by  all  the  means  within  your  con- 
trol. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

W.  EUSTIS. 

His  excellency  R.  J.  Meigs,  } 
governor  of  Ohiq.  $ 

Fall  of  Fort  Dearborn  at  Ckicaugo. — Yesterday  af- 
ternoon, the  Queen-Charlotte  arrived  at  fort  Erie,  in 
I f days  from  Detroit.  A flag  of  truce  soon  landed  at 
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BuflTaloe  creek  maj.  Atwater  and  It.  J.  L.  Eastman, 
who  gave  the  following  account  of  the  fall  of  fort 
Dearborn.  On  the  1st  Sept,  a Potawatamie  chief  ar- 
rived at  Detroit,  and  stated,  that  about  the  middle  of 
Aug.  capo.  Wells,  from  fort  Wayne,  (an  interpreter) 
arrived  at  fort  Dearborn,  to  advise  the  commandant 
of  the  fcrt  to  evacuate  it  and  retreat.  In  the  mean 
time  a large  body  of  Indians  of  different  nations  had 
collected  and  menaced'  the  garrison.  A council  was 
held  with  the  Indians  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  the 
garrison  should  be  spared,  on  condition  that  all  pro- 
perty in  the  fort  should  be  given  up.  The  Ameri- 
cans marched  out  but  were  fired  upon  and  nearly  all 
killed.  There  whre  about  50  men  in  the  fort  besides 
women  and  children,  and  probably  not  more  than 
10  or  12  taken  prisoners.  Capts.  Wells  and  Heald 
(the  commandant)  were  killed. 

The  affairs  at  Detroit  remained  without  any  mate- 
rial change.  Buffalo e Gaz. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Hamilton,  county  of  St.  Law- 
rence, f J\\  Y.J  dated  Sept.  18,  1812. 

“ We  have  had  a smart  engagement  in  our  neigh- 
borhood between  our  troops  and  33  Canadian  bat- 
feaux,  which  we  endeavored  to  take  in  Putney’s 
bay.  We  had  about  170  men  in  three  large  boats, 
in  which  was  a brass  cannon.  The  British  were  too 
strong,  and  the  battle  ended  after  three  hours  firing, 
in  the  loss  of  Church’s  boat  (which  has  been  em- 
ployed by  the  government)  and  one  man  (Macum- 
ber)  killed,  and  two  more  wounded.” 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated  Buffaloe,  Sept.  2. 

fe  I am  here  surrounded  with  Indians,  and  the  Bri- 
tish fort  Erie  about  3 miles  distant.  Six  tribes  of 
India  ns  who  are  holding  a council  in  this  vicinity,  it 
is  said,  are  offended  by  a report  that  they  will  not 
be  admitted  into  our  army  : but  I presume  they  will 
be  convinced  to  the  contrary,  though  the,  agent  is  de- 
sirous of  them  remaining  neutral.” 

Pittsburgh  (Penn.)  Sept.  18. 

Monday  last  matched  from  Fort  Fayette  for  Car- 
lisle, a detachment  of  250  recruits  of  the  regular 
army,  under  the  command  of  major  M’G-launey. 

Since  our  last  a number  of  volunteer  companies, 
who  had  tendered  their  services  to  the  governor,  ar- 
rived here,  amounting  to  upwards  of  1000  men.  This 
day  they  will  march  for  the  rendezvous  at  Meadvjjle. 

It  is  a fact  (says  a W estern  paper)  that  upwards 
of  one  hundred  waggons  were  detained  at  Detroit,  by 
order  of  general  Hull,  (the  army  having  no  use  for 
them)  from  the  5th  of  July  until  the  16th  of  August, 
when  they  were  given  up  to  tlie  British.  ! 

'flic  works  on  Staten  Island,  the  property  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  at  this  time  mount  eighty  three 
32  pounders,  and  are  amply  provided  with  ammuni- 
tion. The  garrison  is  under  the  command  of  It.  col. 
Swartwout,  and  is  composed  of  13  companies  of  vo- 
lunteer militia  in  health  and  spirits. 

NAVAL. 

Captain,  Dacres  with  300  British  prisoners,  sailed 
in  a cartel  last  week  from  Boston  for  Halifax. 

The  gun  boats  and  the  U.  S.  brig’  Syren  at  bay  St. 
Louis,  near  New-Orleans  weathered  the  late  gale 
without  much  damage.  'Vfr. 

Sir  John  B.  Warren,  with  the  fleet  under  his  com- 
mand [consisting  of  2 vessels  of  93  guns,  3 of  74, 
2 of  64,  6 frigates  and  2 sloops  of  war]  for  the 
American  station,  dropped  down  to  St.  Helen’s  on 
the  14th  of  August,  and  would  sail, the  first  fair  wind. 

A squadron  of  7 ships  of  war,  three  of  them  two 
deckers,  are  said  to  have  been  seen  on  the  21st  ult. 
about  100  miles  from  Martha’s  vineyard.  They  are 
supposed  to  be  under  the  command  of  Admiral  War- 
ren. 


At.baky,  September  24. 

A fine  body  ofjolly  tars,  about  100,  passed  through 
this,  city  on  Tuesday  last  for  the  hikes — They  are 
part  of  the  crew  of  the  John  Adams  frigate,  winch 
has  lately  been  taken  out  of  service  and  converted 
into  a prison  ship — They  were  in  waggons,  with  a 
flag  hoisted  in  each — appeared  in  high  spirits,  and 
repeatedly  cheered  the  citizens  with  then'  loud  huz- 
zas as  they  passed  through  our  principal  streets. 


The  Chronicle. 

War  prices. — The  last  crop  of  wheat  was  uncom- 
monly productive  ; besides,  large  portions  of  tobacco 
land  were  thrown  into  the  cultivation  of  it.  Not- 
withstanding, the  following  are  the  prices  current 
in  this  place,  and  the  demand  is  very  brisk, 

Flour  - - per  bbl  - ' - g 10  00 

Wheat  - - per  bushel  - - 1 85 

Corn  - ditto  - - - 0 90 

A great  battle  was  fought  in  Spain  between  the 
allies  under  lord  Wellington  and  the  French  under 
Marmont,  on  the  22d  of  July,  near  Salamanca.  We 
have  not  yet  seen  the  regular  details  on  either  side, 
but  a signal  victory  was  obtained  by  the  allies.  The 
loss  of  the  French  is  estimated  at  from  15  to  20,000 
men,  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners — the  loss  cn 
the  part  of  the  allies  is  given  at  5,000.  Marmont 
was  wounded,  and  effecting  a retreat  towards  Ma- 
drid. Marshal  Soidt  had  left  the  neighborhood  of 
Cadiz,  with  a considerable  body  of  troops,  to  join 
him  before  the  battle,  but  did  not  accomplish  his  ob- 
ject ; the  French  force  is  said  to  have  consisted  of 

46.000  men,  before  the  engagement.  The  effect  of 
this  victory  may  be  very  important.  Madrid  will 
probably  fall  into’  the  hands  of  the  conqueror,  and 
one  account  says  it  is  already  in  his  possession. 

Russian  contributions  to  carry  on  the  war 

150.000  ducats  and  a quantity  of  flour  by  prince 
SuRonivr.  3 millions  of  roubles  by  the  countess  Os- 
sora.  80,000  men  armed  and  equipped  for  the  field 
for  the  imperial  city  of  Moscow,  See. 

In  England,  the  the  price  of  flouur  is  equal  to  19 
dollars  for  the  American  barrel — 196  lbs.  “ Corn 
of  every  description  is  alarmingly  high,  and  a long 
continuance  of  cold  wet  weather,  causes  it  still  to 
advance  almost  every  market-day,  and  increases  our 
apprehensions  for  the  standing  crops,  which  are  very 
backward,” 

From  a rough  calculation,  it  appears  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  consumes  more  than  one  third  of  the 
whole  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted kingdom.  In  the  United  States,  estimating  our 
revenue  at  twenty  millions,  the  government  will  re- 
ceive about  a hundredth  part  Or,  in  other  words 
the  British  husbandman  and  artizan  toils  one  hun- 
dred days  in  the  year  to  defray  his  portion  of  the  cost 
of  governing  him — In  the  United  States  he  would 
have  to  labor  but  three  days,  for  the  like  purpose, 
even  upon  a war  establishment. 

Wilmington , f f).J  Sept.  23. — Lieut.  William  S. 
Bush,  who  was  killed  on  board  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, was  a native  of  this  place  ; his  father,  captain 
John  Bush,  was  a meritorious  officer  m the  'revolu- 
tionary war,  and  he  Was  the  nephew  of  the  brave 
major  Lewis  Bush,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Brandywine. 


It  was  not,  until  too  late  to  remedy  the  default, 
we  observed  that  the  prizk  list  for  the  week  was 
omitted.  It  shall  appear,  with  the  needful  additions, 
in  our  next.  Several  other  articles  in  type  have  been 
shoved  out, to  make  room  for  the  interesting  decree  in 
the  case  of  the  brig  T enr — received  at  a late  hour. 
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Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  constitution  framed  for  the  United  Stales  of  America , by  a con- 
vention of  deputies  from  the  states  of  Hew- Hampshire , Musset - 
eh usetts,  C on necticut,  Nerv-Tork , N&iv-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  De- 
laware, Mary  land,  Virginia , Nerth-Careli.na,  South-Can, hnu  and 
Georgia,  at  a session  begun  May  25,  and  ended  Sept . 17,  i787. 

WE,  the  people  of  the  United  Suites,  in  order  to  form  a more 
perfect  union, establish  justice,  ensure  domestic  tranquility,  pro* 
vide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  se- 
cure the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  or- 
dain and  establish  this  constitution  ior  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

ARTICLE  I.— SECTION  I. 

All  the  legislative  powers  herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  in  a 
congress  of  the  United  States  which  shall  consist  of  a senate  and 
house  of  representatives. 

SEC  TION  II. 

L The  house  of  representatives  shall  consist  of  members  chosen 
every  second  year,  by  the  people  of  trie  several  states  : and  the  elec- 
tors in  each  state,  shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  elec- 
tors of  the  most  numerous  branch  o.  the  state  legislature. 

II.  No  person  shall  - be  a representative,  who  shall  not  have  at* 
tained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  seven  years  a citi- 
zen of  the  United  States;  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an 
inhabitant  of  that  state-iu  which  he  shaii  be  chosen. 

III.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes,  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  states,  which  may  be  included  within  this  union, 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  sliail  he  determined 
by  adding'to  the  whole  number  of  tree  persons  including  those 
bound  to  service  for  a term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  tax- 
ed, three  fifths  of  all  other  persons.  Thermal  enumeration  shall 
be  made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States;  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten 
years,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  by  law  direct.  The  number 
of  repv.  sentatives  shaii  not  exceed  one  for  every  t hirty  tlmusaiul  : 
but  each  state  shall  have  at  least  one  representative:  and,  until 
such  enumeration  shall  be  made,  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  shall 
be  entitled  to  choose  three ; Massachusetts  eight;  Rhode-Island 
and  Providence  plantations  one ; Connecticut  five;  New-York 
six;  New-Jerst-y  four ; Pennsylvania  eight ; Delaware  one;  Ma- 
ryland six  ; Virginia  ten  ; Nurth-Carolina  five;  South-Carolina 
five  ; and  Georgia  three. 

IV.  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any 
state,  tlie  executive  authority  thereof  siiail  issue  writs  of  election 
to  fill  such  vacancies. 

V.  The  house  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their  speaker  and 
other  officers ; and  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment. 

SECTION  III. 

I.  The  senate  of  tin*  United  States-  shall  be  composed  of  two 
senators  from  each  state,  chosen  by  the  legislatures  thereof,  for  six 
years ; and  each  senator  shall  have  one  vote. 

II.  Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled,  in  consequence 
of  the  first  election  they  shall  be  divided,  ns  equally  as  may  be,  into 
three  classes.  The  mats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  of  the  second  class, 
et  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year;  and  of  the  third  class, at  the 
expiration  of  the  sixth  year : so  that  one  third  may  be  chos.  n every 
second  year.  And  if  vacanci  s .happen,  by  resignation  or  other- 
wise, during-  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  state,  the  execu- 
tive theveoi  may  make  temporary  appointments,  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies. 

III.  No  person  sliail  be  a senator,  unless  lie  shaii  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a citizen  of  the 
United  States ; and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant 
of  that  state  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

IV.  The  vice-president  of  the  United  States  shall  be  president 
of  the  senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

V.  The  senate  snail  choose  their  other  officers,  and  also  a presi- 
dent pro  tempore  in  the  absence  of  the  vice-president,  or  when 
be  shall  exercise  the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States. 

VI.  The  senate  siiay  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeach- 
ments. When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or 
affirmation.  When  the  president  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the 
chief  justice  shall  preside : and  no  person  shall  be  convicted,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

VII.  Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not  extend  fur- 
ther than  the  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and 
enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States, 
Lut  the  party  convicted  shall,  nevertheless,  be  liable  and  subject 
to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

SECTION  IV. 

I.  The  times,  pi-tees,  and  manner,  of  holding  elections  for  sena- 
tors and  representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  state  by  the 
legislature  thereof:  hut  the  congress'  may,  at  any  time,  by  law 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing 
Senators. 


II.  The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  year  j 
and  such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  D,  ceniber,  tuffesi 
they  shall  by  lew  appoint  a different  day. 

SEC  TION  V. 

I.  Each  bouse  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members;  and  a majority  of  each,  shall 
constitute  a quorum  to  do  business  ; but  a smaller  number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorised  to  compel  thd 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such 
penalties  as  each  house  may  provide. 

II.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings;  pu- 
nish its  members  for  disorderly  behavior  ; and  with  the  concur* 
fence  of  two  thirds,  expel  a number. 

III.  Each  house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  front 
time  to  time,  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may 
their  judgment  require  secrecy : and  the  yeas  anil  nays,  of  the 
members  of  either  house,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of 
one  fifth  of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

IV.  Neither  house  during  the  session  of  congress,  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to 
any  other  place  than  that  in  Which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting* 

SECTION  VI. 

I.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  Receive  a compensa- 
tion for  their  services,  to  he  ascertained  bylaw,  and  paid  out  oftlid 
treasury  of  the  United  States.  They  shall,  in  all  cases,  except 
treason,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest, 
during  their  attendance  at  thb  session  of  tin  ir  respective  houses, 
and  in  going  to,  and  returning  from  the  same:  for  any  speech  of 
debate  in  either  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  othef 
place. 

II.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which 
he  was  elected,  lie  appointed  to  any  civil  office,  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emu* 
foments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased,  during  such  time  ; and 
no  person  holding  any  office  under  the  Uniitd  States,  shaii  be  « 
member  of  either  house,  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION  VII. 

I.  All  bills-,  for  raising  revenue,  shalloriginate in  the  house' of  fe* 
presentatives : but  the  senate  shall  propose  or  concur  with  amend* 
meats,  as  on  other  'alls. 

II.  Every  bill,  which  shall  have  passed  the  house  of  represents* 
tives  and  the  senate,  shall,  before  it  b -come  a law.  lie  presented  tit 
the  president of  the  United  States.  If  lie  approve,  lie  shall  sign 
it;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it$  with  his  objections,  to  that  house 
in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at 
large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  re-eonsid-r  it.  Iff  afifor  shelf 
re-consideration,  two  thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  passtkt* 
bill,  it  sliail  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house, 
by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  lv-confid-  red,  and  it’  approved  by  two 
thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  become  a law.  Bat  in  ail  such  case# 
the  votes  of  both  , muses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays  and 
the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  b<2 
entered  or.  the  journal  of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall 
not  be  returned  by  the  president  within  ten  days,  Sundays  except- 
ed, after  it  shall  have  been  present-  d to  him,  the  same  shall  be  A 
law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it.  unless  the  congress,  by 
their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be! 
a law. 

HI.'  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concuiTendS 
of  the  senate  and  house  ofrepr  -sentatives  may  be  necessary  (except 
on  a question  of  adjournment)  shall  be  presented  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States  ; and  before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  ha 
approved  by  him,  or,  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  b ■ n-pa.sscd  by 
two  thirds  of  tile  senate  mid  house  of  representatives,  according  to 
the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  cast  of  a bill. 

SECTION  VIII. 

The  congress  shall  have  power— 

I.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  Tidy 
the  debts  aiid  provide  for  the  common  defence. and  general  welfare? 
of  the  United  States' : but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  lx? 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States. 

II.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  State*. 

III.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  tlie? 
several  states, and  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

IV.  To  establish  a uniform  rule  of  naturalization  t and  unilbfnr* 
laws  on  tbe  subject  of  bankruptcies,  throughout  Ch:*  United  State*, 

V.  To  coin  money ; to  r>  guktethe  value  thereof!-  and  of  foreign 
coin  ; and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures. 

VI.  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  tSi'e  securi- 
ties and  current  coin  of  the  United  States. 

VII.  To  establish  post.oflk-es  and  post  Roads, 

VIII.  'To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by 
securing  fin- limited  times,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive 
right  to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries. 

IX.  To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  supreme  court, 

X.  To  define  and  punish  piracies  and  f ionics  committed  an  (It & 
high  seas,  and  offences  against  the  law  of  nations. 

XI.  To  declare  war ; grant  letters  of  marque  and  Reprisal  j 
I make  rules  cuntfernjng  captur'cH-h  fcjt«i  fold 
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XII.  To  raise  and  support  armies.  But  no  appropriation  of, case,  af^'r the  •• 
money  Tor  that  use,  shall  be  for  a longer.tenn  than  two  years.  I est-munlrer  >1 

XIII.  To  provide  and  niaintain  a navy.  lint  if  iin-r*  sli 

XIV.  To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  .of  the ! sea.-m>«mffi  rim 
land  and  naval  forces. 


XV.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exccute'the  laws 
oi‘  the  union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions. 

XVI.  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  tin 
militia,  and  far  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States ; reserving  to  the  states  r-  spec- 
ti  v uly  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  miilua  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  congress. 

XVII.  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 

over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  ces- 
sion of  particular  states,  and  the  acceptance  of  congress,  become 
the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  -Uniteil  States ; and  to  exercise 
like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  le- 
gislature oif-  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection 
of  torts,  ‘magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  build- 
ings : and  ' 

XVIII.  To  make' all  laws  which  shall  he  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  fort  going  powers,  and  all  other 
powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

SECTION  IX. 

I.  The  migration  of  or'  importation  of  such  persons,  as-  any  of 
the  states  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  he 
prohibited  by  the  congress,  prior  to  the  year  'one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight : but  a tax  may  be  impos  d upon  such  impoi- 
tat:Wi,  i ,t  exceeding  I eh  dollars  for  each  person. 

I/.  T;;e  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public 
safety  may  require  it. 

III.  No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  facto  law  shall  he  passed. 

IV.  No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in  pro- 
portion to  the  census,  or  enumeration  herein  before  directed  to  be 
taken. 

V.  No  tax  or  duties  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any 
State.  No  preference  sball.be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  com- 
merce or  revenue,  to>  the.  ports  of  one  state,  ov  er  those  of  another  : 
nor  shall  vessels,  bound  to  or  from  one  state,  be  obliged  to  enter, 
clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another. 

Vi.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  conge* 
sequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law  ; and  a regular  statement 
and  account  of  (he  receipts  .and  expenditures  of  all  public  money1 
shall  be  published  from  time  to  time. 

VII.  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States: 
and  po  person,  holding 'any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them, 
shall,  without  the  consent  of  congress,  accept  of  any  present, 
emolument,  office  or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king 
prince,  or  foreign  state. 

SECTION  X. 

I.  No  state  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation  : 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal:  coin  money;  emit  bills  of 
credit';  make  any  tiling  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a*  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts  ; pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law 
impairing.  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  no- 
bility. 

II.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  congress,  lay  any  im- 
posts or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  lie  absolute- 
ly necessary  for  executing  its  inspection  laws  ; and  the  net  pro- 
duce of  ail  duties  and  imports,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States  ; and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  re- 
vision and  control  of  congress.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent 
of  congre  ss,  lay  any  duty  on  . tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  ships  of  war 
in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  ano- 
ther state,  or  with  a foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actual- 
ly invaded,  or  in  su-ch  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

ARTICLE  II.— SECTION  I. 

I.  The  executi  ve  power  shall  be  vested  in  a president  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  He  shall  bold  Ids  office  during  the 
term  of  four  years',  and,  together  with  the  vice-president,  chosen 
for  the  same  term,  be  elected  as  follows. 

II.  Each* t ate  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature 
thereof  may  direct,  a munhey  of  electors,  equal  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  senators  and  representatives,,  to  which  the  state  may  be 
entitled  in  the  congress.  But  no  senator  or  representative,  or  per- 
son holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States, 
shall  be  appointed  an  elector. 

III.  The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote 
by  ballot  for  two  pea-sons,  one  of  whom  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  in- 
habitant o<  the  same  state  with  themselves.  Arid  slit y shall  make 
a list  of  all  tie-  persons  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for 
each  ; which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certifv,  and  transmit,  sealed, 
to  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United"  States,  directed  to  the 
president  of  the  senate.  The  president  of  the  senate  shall,  in  the 
presence  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  open  ail  the 
certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  he  counted.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  bethe  president,  if  melt  numb  -V 
of  votes  be  a majority  of  the-  whole  innnber  of  electors  appointed  : 
and  i-f  there  be  more  than  one  who  have  such  majority,* and  haw 
{Bi-yqonl  number  of  rot!  s,  then  the  house  of  representatives  shall 
Immediately  choose  by  ballot  one  of  them  for  president : and  if  m> 
peri-oi!  have  a majority,  thou,  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list  thy 
.said  house  shall  in  like  manner  choose  the  president.  Butin  choosing 
the  president,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  representation 
1,-o.m  easn state havitig'om:  vote  : a quorum  for  ribs  pui-nos--  shall 
consist  of  a member  or  members  from  two-t birds  of  tin-  states ; am! 
a majority  of  ufi  the  states  hail  be  necessary  to  a choice.  In  vv*r, 


a dee  of  the  president,  the  person  having  the  great 
■ I'tes  of  tin-  electors,  shall  hr  the  vice-president, 
mill  remain  two  or  more  woo  "pave  tip  ai  votes,  the 
is  - from  them  by  ballot  flic  vice-president, 
gross  ma\  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the 
j day  or  which  they  shall  give  their  votes ; which 
same  throughout  the  United  States., 

. -xeept  a natural-born  citizen,  or  a citizen  of  the 
tthe  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall 
lie  office  of  president ; neither  shall  an jr  person  be 
office  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  a resident  within  the 
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V.  No  pi-rso: 

United  Stafos  t 
by  eligible  to  < 
eligible  to  ti’31 
tiirfty-fivc  years,  and  be< 

United  States. 

VI.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  president  from  office,  or  of  his 
death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers,  and  duties 
of  the  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  vice-president ; and 
the  congress  may,  by  law,  provide  for  the  case  of  removal,  death, 
or  inability  both  ofthe'presidc-nt  and  vice-president, declaring  what 
officer  shall  then  act  as  president:  and  such  officer  “hall  act  ac- 
cord! ugly,  until  the  disability  be. removed,  or  a president  shall  be 
elected. 

VII.  The  president  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services, 
a compensation  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished 
during  the  period  for  which  he  snail  have  been  elected  : and  lie 
shall  not  receive  , within  that  period,  any  other  emolument  from 
the  United  Siat<<.,  or  any  at  them. 

VJIL  Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  shall 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation : 

I do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I will  faithfully  exe- 
cute the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States ; and  w ill,  to  the 
best  of  n.-y  ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.” 

SECTION  II. 

I.  The  president  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  states,, 
when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the ‘United  States.  He  may 
require  the  opinion  in  Writing  of  the  principal  officers  in  each  of 
the  executive  departments,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices;  and  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  re- 
prieves and  pardons,  for  offences. against  the  United  States,  except 
in  cases  of  impeachment. 

II.  He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  senate,  to  make  treaties’,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  senators 
present  concur : and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senaty,  shall  appointambassadors,  other  public 
ministers,  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  all  other 
officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  he  established  bylaw.  But 
the  congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior 
•officers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courts 
of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments. 

III.  The  president  shall  have  power  to  fillup  all  vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by  granting  commis- 
sions which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 

SECTION  III. 

He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union;  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient.  He  may,  on 
exti  a ordinary  occasions,  convene  both  houses  or  either  of  them  ; 
and,  in  case’  of  disagreement  between  them,  with  respect  to  the 
time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he 
shall  think  'proper.  He  shall  receive  ambassadors  and  other  public 
ministers.  ‘ He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  he  laitht'ull,  executed; 
and  shall  commission  aii  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 

SECTION  IV. 

The  president,  vice-president, and  ail  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  removed  from,  office  on  impeachment  for,"  and  con- 
viction of  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  aud  misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE  II.— SECTION  I. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shaii  be  vested  in  one 
supreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts,  as  the  congress  may 
from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish.  The  judges,  both  of  the 
supreme  and  inferior  Courts, «haii  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services,  a com- 
pensation, which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance 
in  office. 

SECTION  II. 

I.  The  judicial  power  shaii  extend  to  all  cases,  in  law  and  equi- 
ty, arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  he  made,  under  their  authority  ; 
to  all  eases  affecting  ambassadors, other  public  ministers,  and  con- 
suls ; to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  .jurisdiction  : to  con- 
troversies to  which  the  United  States  shaii  he"  a party  : to  contro- 
versies between  two  or  more  states,  between  a stab  and  citizens  of 
another  state,  between  citizens  ol' different  states, between  citizens 
of  the  same  state  claiming-  lands  under  grants  of  different  states, 
and  between  a state,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  states,  ci- 
tizi  ns,  or  subjects. 

II.  In  ail  cases  a ffecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and 
consuls,  and  those  in  which  a state  shall  be  party,  the  supreme  coart. 
shall  ha  Vi- original  jurisdiction.  In- all  the  other  cases  before  men- 
tioned, the  supreme  court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as 
to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exceptions,  and  under  such  regulations 
as  the  congress  shall  make. 

III.  Tin  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall 
In-  by  jury ; and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the  state  where  the  said 
crime  shall  have  been  com  mitted  ; but  when  not  committed  within 
any  state,  tin-'  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  congress 
may  by  law  have  directed. 

SECTION  III. 

I.  Treason  against  the  United  States  shall  Consist  only  in  levying 
war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid 
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anti  comfort.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on 
the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confes- 
sion in  open  court. 

II.  The  congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  punishment  of 
•reason,  hut  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work  corruption  of  blood, 
or  forfeiture,  except  during  the  life  of  the  person  attainted* 
ARTICLE  IV*.— SECTION  I. 

Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  state  to  the  public 
acts,  Records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  suite.  And 
•lie  congress  may 'by  general  laws  prescribe  the  manner  in  which 
aud;  acts,  records  and  proceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect 
thereof. 

SECTION  II. 

I.  The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  suite's. 

II.  A person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony,  or  other 
crime,  who  slull  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another  stale, 
sleit!,  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  from  which 
h-  fed,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  crime. 

III.  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  under  the 
laws  thereof, escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any 
law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  .rom  such  service  or  labor, 
but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  ser- 
vice or  labor  maybe  due. 

SECTION  III. 

I.  New  states  may  be  admitted  by  the  congress  into  this  union 
but  no  new  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  other  state ; nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two 
or  more  states,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states 
concerned  as  well  as  of  the  congress. 

II.  The  congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  this  const; 
tution  shall  he  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  auy  claims  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  of  any  particular  state. 

SECTION  IV. 

'The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  state  in  this 
union  a republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of 
them  against  invasion  ; and  on  application  of  the  legislature,  or  of 
the  executive,  when  the  legislature  cannot  lie  convened,  against 
domestic  violence. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both  houses  shall  deem  .. 
necessary,  shall  propose  amendments  to  this  constitution,  or,  on  the 
application  of  the  legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several  states, 
shall  call  a convention  for  proposing  amendments ; which,  in  either 
case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  ns  part  of  this  con- 
stitution, when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the 
several  states,  or  by  conventions  in  three  fourths  thereof,  as  the  one 
or  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the  congress: 
Provided  that  no  amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  shall  in  any  manner  affect 
the  first  and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article ; 
and  that  no  state,  without  its  consent, shallme  deprived  of  its  equal 
suffrage  in  the  senate. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

I.  All  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into  before 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  shall  he  as  valid  against  the  Unit- 
ed States  under  this  constitution,  as  under  the  confederation. 

II.  This  constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof ; aud  all  treaties  made,  or  which 
shall  he  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
the  Supreme  law  of  the  land:  and  the  judges  in  every  state  shall  be 
bound. thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  state 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

III.  The  senators  and  representatives  before  mentioned,  ami  the 
members  of  the  several  state  legislatures,  and  ail  executive  and 
judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  States  ami  of  the  several  states, 
shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  this  constitution  ; 
but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  b“  required  as  a qualification  to  any 
office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  states  shall  he  suffi- 
cient for  the  establishment  of  this  constitution,  between  the  hates 
so  ratifying  the  same. 

Done  in  convention,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  states  pre- 
sent, the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of' our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seveu,  anil  of  tiie  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  twelfth.  In  wit 
ness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  ournames. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  President, 

and  deleg  b-  from  Virginia. 
Delaware. 

George  Reed, 

Gu  uni  ng  Bedford,  jun. 

John  Dickinson, 

Richard  Basset, 

Jacob  Broom. 

Maryland . 


Pennsylvania. 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Thomas  Mifllin, 
Robert  Morris, 
George  Ciyjner, 
Thomas  Fitzsitnons, 
Jared  Ingersoll, 
James  Wilson, 
Governeur  Morris. 

Attest, 


Hugh  Williamson*  , 

Smith-Carolinru 
John  Rutledge, 

Charles  C.  Pinckney, 

Charles  Pinckney, 

Pierce  Butler. 

Georgia. 

William  Few, 

Abraham  Baldwin, 

WILLIAM  JACKSON,  Secretary. 


AMENDMENTS. 

The  following  articles  in  addition  to,  and  amendment  of,  the  Cotb 
stitution  nf  the  United  States,  having  been  ratified  by  the  legist# 
tures  of  nine  states,  are  equally  obligatory  with  the  constitution 
itself.  ^ 

I.  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of 

religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech,  or  the  press  ; or  the  right  of  the  peopk  peace* 
ably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  government  for  a redress  of 
grievances.  _ 

II.  A well  regulated  miiitia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a 

free  state,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  hear  arms  shall  not 
be  infringed.  . 

III.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  m any  house 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner ; nor  in  any  time  of  wav,  but  in 
a manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

IV.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  housed, 

papers  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures, 
shall  not  be  violated  ; and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but  upon  pro- 
bable cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  de- 
scribing the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  tilings  to  be 
seized.  . . ^ 

V.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a capital  or  otherwise 

infamous  crime,  unless  on  a presentment  or  indictment  of  a gnu  a 
jury,  excepting  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  or  in  the 
militia,  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war,  or  pubiie  danger  : 
nor  shall  anv  person  be  subject,  for  the  same  offence,  to  be  tw:  put 

in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal 
case,  to  he  witness  against  himself;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ; nor  shall  private  proper- 
ty be  taken  for  public  use,  Without  just  compensation. 

* VI.  In  ell  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  thd 
right  to  a speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury,  of  the  state) 
and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed  ; which 
district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law;  aud  to  be 
informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  oftlie  accusation;  to  be  confront- 
ed  with  the  witnesses  against  him  ; to  have  compulsory  process  iof 
obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  assistance,  ot 
counsel  for  his  defence. 

VII.  In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  m controversy 
shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  pre- 
served ; and  no  tact  tried  by  jury  shall  be  otherwise  re-examined  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
common  law. 

VIII.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  he  required  5 nor  excessive  fines 

imposed;  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishment  iollicted. 

IX.  The  enumeration,  in  the  constitution,  of  certain  rights  shall 
not  be  construed  to  denv  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people. 

X.  The  powers  not  delegated  to  tile  United  States  by  the  con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

XI.  The  judicial  power  of  the.  United  States  shall  not  be 
strued  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  ol 

ecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States  by  citizens  oi  another 
state,  or  bv  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  Rate. 

XII.  The  electors  shall  me  n in  their  respective  states,  and  vote 
by  ballot  lor  president  a. id  vice-president,  one  of  Whom,  -at  least 
shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  stare  with  themselves ; they* 
shall  name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  jn-esuL-.it,  a ;d  nl 
distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  vice-president;  and  thejr^ 
shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  president,  and  o* 
all  persons  voted  for  ns  Vice -president,  and  of  tin-  number  01  votes 
for  each,  which  list  s thev  shall  sign  and  cenrfy,  and  transmit  sealed 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  ill-  president 
of  the  senate;  the  president  of  the  senate  shall,  in  the  presence  ot 
toe  s»nate  and  house  of  representatives,  open  ail  tin:  certificates,  and 
tiie  votes  shall  then  be  counted:  the  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  voles  for  pr  esident  shall  be  the  president,  if  such  num- 
ber be  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed;  and 
if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then 

highest  numbers  not  exceeding  thr 


Ntnv-Hampshire. 

John  Laogdon, 

Nicholas  Gilman. 

Massachusetts . 

Nathaniel  Gorham, 

Rufus  King. 

Connecticut. 

William  Samuel  Johnson,  James  M- Henry, 


Con- 
or pro* 


from  the  persons  having 
1 the  list  of'  those  voted 


for  as  president,  the  House  of  representat; 


Roger  Sherman. 
Ncxo-Tork. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

Njsxv.Jerscy. 
William  Livingston, 
David  Bj-earley, 
William  Patterson, 
Jonathan  Dayton. 


Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
Daniel  Carroll. 

Virginia. 

John  Biuir, 

James  Madison,  jun. 

NoriheCuroiina . 

William  Blount, 

Richard  Dobbs  Spaight, 


s shall  choose  inline- 

liately'  by  ballot,  the  president.  But  in  choosing  the  president, 
the  vot.-s  shall  lie  taken  by  states,  the  representation  trom  each 
ate  having  one  -ote  ; a quorum  tor  this  purpose  shall  consist  ut  a 
ember  or  members  from  two-thirds  of  tiie  states,  raid  a majniitf 
of  all  tiie  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a choice.  Ami  n the  house 
of  representative's  shall  not  choose  a president  whenever  the : right 
oi’ choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  bdore  the  fourth  day  or  MavCh 
next  following,  then  the  vioe-presid;  nt  sbaii  act  as. president,  asm 

the  case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  disability  01  the  p.e* 

S1  The-person  having  the  grt  utest  number  of  votes  as  vice-pivsi- 
dent.  shall  be  vice-president,  if  such  number  be  a majority  ot  th<3 
whole  number  of  electors  appointed;  and  u no  person  >i»veama- 
jm-ity,  then  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  tin.  m 1 a.* 
'shall  choose  the  vice-president : a.  quorum  tort.;®  p.aptuv.  shall 
consist  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  o.  senators,. and  a hi* 
jurity  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a choice.  . 

J But  no  person  constitutionally,  bvffigdde 
dent  shall  be  tdigibie  to  shut  of  vtce-pre SKlefii  oStke  l » VtMUb 
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Patriotic  Address 

Of  the  governor  to  5s  his  fellow-citizens  ami  particu- 
larly to  the  young  men  of  North  Carolina.*’ 

Not  long' since  the  American  standard,  was  p tented j 
on  the  shores  of  Canada. ; our  army  was  composed 
of  as  brave  men  as  ever  graced  the  service  of  any  i 
Power  on  earth  ; the  patriotism,  military  skill  arid- 
integrity  of  the  commanding  general  never  had  been 
questioned.  Our  enemy’s  country  being  thus  invaded 
by  our  army,  composed 'of  such  brave  men,  headed 
by  a get ur rat  in  whom  it  was  believed  were  united  all 
the  Qualifications  necessary  to  constitute  an  able 
cqmrn.irider,  could  not  fail  to  inspire  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  with  the  utmost 
confidence,  that  the  advantages  gained  could  and 
would  be  maintained  against  any  opposing*  force  that 
could  be  brought  into  action  before  the  arrival  of 
the  ren  if  tree  ruents  destined  for  that  army.  This 
confidence  was  of  short  duration;  it  quickly  gave 
wav  to  doubts  and  apprehensions,  which  were  scarce- 
ly entertained  -before  they  were  confirmed.  To  the 
•great  surprise  and  astonishment  of  all,  this  brave 
and  intrepid  army,  eager  for  battle,  lias  been,  by 
capitulation,  surrendered  by  their  general  without 
firing  a gun,  to  a force  consisting  mostly  of  miserable 
savages,  whose  flight  before  artillery  or  t)ie-bayo.net, 
in  open  combat,  is  as  certain  that  they  are  used  in 
repelling  $iem.  Whilst  tins  strange,  Ui  s inexplica? 
ble  conduct  of  the  general  drew*  rears  from  his  va- 
liant soldiers,  it  indicted  a wound  upon  his  country’s 
fame.  Shall  that  finite  continue  lo  be  tarnished  ? 

. The  brave  sons  of  the  west  answer  in  the  negative. 
They  are  .voluntarily  repairing  to  their  country’s 
standard  to  retrieve  its  tarnished  reputation.  Their 
example  followed,  and  the  enemy  will  quickly  be 
- taught,  that  out  of  this  reverse  of  fortune,  will 
eventually  grow  an  army  capable  pf  bearing  down 
all  opposition,  and  of  dictating  its  owi)  terras  within 
the  walls  of  Quebec.'  Will  you, ’patriotic  soils  of 
North  Carolina.,  hesitate  to  follow  their  noble  exam- 
pie,  t'o-uy  to  your  country’s  standard,  to  share  in 
achievments  which  will  cover  their  authors  with 
immortal  glory  and  renown  ?.  (pan  you  behold  the 
bleeding  wounds  of  your  country,  and  not  with 
eagerness  rush  to  its  defence  ? Can  you,  with  cold 
indifference,  contemplate  the  horrid  massacres  per- 
petrated on  our  frontier}*  by  the  deluded  and  merci- 
less savages,  instigated  by  our  no  less  barba-ous 
enemy  ? Can  you  repose,  when  you  reflect  that  you 
plight  be  instrumental  in  rescuing  thousands  of  de- 
f: ueeless  women  and- children  fVoni  the  torture,  from 
tile  tomahawk  and  from  the  scalping  knife?  No,  as- 
suredly not.  To  answer  these  questions  in  the.  af- 
firmative, would  be  to  charge  you  with  being  unsus- 
ceptible of  that  patriotic  ardor  which  animates  and 
rouses  vour  brave  countrymen  of  the  west ; With  a 
shameful  disregard  of  the  wounds-  inflicted  upon  your 
country’s  reputation,  and  a total  want  of  feeling-  for 
the  unparalleled  distresses  and  sufferings  of  the  un- 
fortunate and  unprotected  citizens  on  the  frontiers. 
Your  patriotism,  your  honor  and  your  philanthropy 
'disdain  such  charges.  Will  you  hesitate,  then, 
to  obey  the  dictates  of  your  feelings  ? Shew  by 
your  acts  that  you  are,  determined  to  Co-operate 
with  your  brave  countrymen,  not  only  in  obliterating 
the  foul  stain  which  vour  country  has  received, 
but  in  effectually  reducing  and  subduing  the'  Bri- 
tish forces  ami  the  • ferocious  bio< >d -thirty  savages. 
Form  volume:)'  companies  and  make  a tender  of 
services  to  the  president  of  the  United  States! — 
You  have  already  been  informed  that  he  is  authorised 
hv  au  act  of  congress-  passed  Gilt  February,  181$!,  to 
accept  die  services  of  50,-000  volunteers.  Under  that 
ar  t let  your  tender  be  made.  When  you  are  enrolled 


and  your  services  accepted,  you  will  be  organized  by 
the  president,  and  when  called  upon  duty,  your  ser- 
vices will  be  required  for  twelve  months.  You  will 
be  armed  and  equipped  and  paid  by  the  general  go- 
vernment. Those  of  you  who  may  prefer  a more  in  im- 
manent establishment  vili  render  yourselves  still 
more  useful  by  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  arm;*  . 
It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  the  inducements  offc-ivd  to 
those  patriots  v lio  may  wish  to  join  that  description 
of  force  ; suffice  it  to  say,  that  when  they  are  weigh- 
ed by  him  who  may  he  inclined  to  prefer  the  regular 
service,  they  will  be  sufficiently  powerful  to  deter- 
mine him  to  enter  it  without  hesitation.  To  be  a 
soldier  m time  of  war  is  an  honor  v.  i ich  will  not  fade 
when  his  services  are  at  an  end.  Those  who  fall  m 
defence  of  their  country,  will  live  in  remembrance 
of  a grateful  posterity,  and  those  who  live  to  see 
peace  restored  upon  terms  compatible  with  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  their  country,  will  not  only  be  luuied 
as  its  brave  defenders,  but  will  thence  forward  enjoy 
the  blissful  consciousness  of  having-  performed  their 
duty  in  the  arduous  conflict,  the  termination  of  which 
had  reflected  lustre  on  the  American  character. 
They  will  not  only  themselves  enjoy  the  well  earned 
fruits  of  their  services,  hut  their  descendants  will 
inherit  the  glory  and  renown  which  their  bravery 
and  patriot  ism  had  guaranteed  to  them. 

Conscious,  fellow -citizens,  that  you  are  impressed 
with  a due  sense  of  the  just  ness  of  the  cause  in  which 
our  country  is  at  present  engaged,  and  of  the  pro- 
priety of  placing  yourselves  in  an  attitude  to  afford 
it  prompt  and  effective  support,  I entertain  the 
pleasing  hdpe  that  in  prosecuting  the  war,  you  will 
not  furnish  grounds  to  be  charged  with  delinquency 
by  the  citizens  of  our  sister  states: 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  greatest  attachment* 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HAWKINS. 

Head  Quaeterr, 

Raleigh,  September  23,  1812. 


Legislature  of  Upper  Canada. 

We  register  the  following  as  among-  the  curiosities 
of  tlic  times.  It  contains  something  so  verv  sin- 
gular that  we  should  be  tempted  to  account  it 
spurious,  if  not*  assured  that  it  rcaliv  is  what  it 
purports  to  be. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  AS SEIITH I. T VO  THE  PEOPLE  Of 
JJPPKH  C Air  AD  A. 

The  house  of  assembly  having-  nearly  completed 
the  necessary  business  for  which  they  were  called 
together,  beg  leave  before  they  return  home,  to  lift 
up  their  warning  voice  to  their  constituents  at  this 
eventful  crisis.  The  declaration  of  war  is.su*  d against 
Great  Britain  by  the  United  States,  when  first  an- 
nounced, appeared  to  be  an  act  of  such  astonishing 
folly  and  desperation,  as  to  be  altogether  incredible, 
and  not  only  excited  the  greatest  surprise  among. the 
inhabitants  of  this  province,  hut  among  the  great 
majority  of  .our  enemies  themselves.  So  many  cogent 
reasons  from*  mt crest,  affection  and' virtue,  pleaded 
for  an  opposite  policy,  that  the  most  intelligent  be- 
came tile  most  credulous.  That  a government  pro- 
fessing- to  be  the  friend  of  man  and  the  great  sup- 
porter of  his  liberty  and  independence,  should  light 
up  tiie  torch  of  war  against  the  only  mu  ion  that 
stands  between  itself  and  destruction,  exhibited  a 
degree  of  inflation  or  madness,  altogether  incom- 
prehensible— “ it  cannot  be,”  said  the  wiser  part  of 
our  inhabitants,  “the  United  States  will  never  de- 
clare'war  against  a nation  which  has  uniformly  treat- 
ed them  with  kindness  and  respect,  whose  fleets  pro- 
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tect  their  commerce,  and  whose  armies  support  their 
freedom  and  independence.”  But  the  men  at  present 
ruling  the  states,  infatuated,  or  as  their  more  en- 
lightened countrymen  say,  “ bribed  by  the  tyrant  of 
France,”  regardless  of  the  best  interests  of  their 
country,  and  the  feelings  and  affections  of  the  great 
majority  of  their  own  people,  have  commenced  hos- 
tilities against  our  mother  country  while  treating 
their  vessels  with  hospitality,  and  instead  of  threat- 
ening their  liberties,  offering  the  most  equitable 
terms  of  accommodation  This  war,  on  the  part  of 
United  States,  includes  an  alliance  with  the  French 
usurper  ; whose  dreadful  policy  has  destroyed  all 
that  was  great  and  good,  venerable  and  holy  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  The  government  of  this  bloody 
tyrant  penetrates  in  to  every  thing — it  crushes  indi- 
viduals as  well  as  nations  ; fetters  thoughts  as  well 
motives,  and  delights  in  destroying  for  ever  all  that 
is  fair  and  just  in  opinion  and  sentiment.  It  is  evi- 
dently this  tyrant  who  now  directs  the  rulers  of  Ame- 
rica, and  they  shew  themselves  worthy  disciples  of 
such  a master. — -Already  have  they  seduced  two  pro- 
vinces from  Spain.  They  first  tempted  the  people  to 
rebel  against  their  lawful  government,  and  then 
they  deceived  and  oppressed  them. 

They  chose  a time,  to  themselves  the  most  inglo- 
rious, for  this  infamous  conduct,  when  Spain  over- 
whelmed with  calamities  and  fighting  most  nobly  at 
home  for  liberty  and  every  tiling  dear  to  man,  was 
not  able  to  send  seasonable  aid  to  her  distant  colo- 
nics. It  is  certainly  not  the  least  wonderful  among 
the  occurences  of  this  astonishing  age,  that  we  should 
find  a nation  descended  from  Englishmen,  connected 
still  by  the  same  language  and  laws,  by  consanguini- 
and  many  similar  habits,  not  merely  eulogizing 
e implacable  enemy  of  their  parent  state,  but  join- 
ing him  in  the  war ; and  while  pretending  to  nourish 
the  purest  principles  of  liberty,  bowing  the  knee 
before  the  foe  of  all  just  and  rational  freedom,  and 
supplicating  his  acceptance  of  tribute  and  adulation. 

From  this  degrading  picture,  at  which  the  friends 
of  mankind  and  posterity  will  weep,  we  turn  with 
joy  to  you,  many  of  whom  have  already  risked  your 
lives  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  empire — we  are 
confident  that  the  same  spirit  still  animates  your 
breasts  and  those  of  your  children,  that  you  still  re- 
tain the  same  love  for  your  excellent  king,  the  same 
veneration  for  our  free  and  happy  constitution  that 
you  exhibited  during  the  American  war.  You  pre- 
served your  loyal  principles  amidst  the  most  dreadful 
political  divisions  and  most  implacable  hostilities  ; 
you  were  not  to  by  cajoled  by  those  wicked  and  de- 
signing men  who  looked  for  private  gratifications  in 
tlie  public  ruin.  You  were  not  to  be  deceived  by  their 
slanders  on  the  parent  state.  You  felt  no  hardship, 
no  cruel  oppression.  You  saw  no  examples  of  inhu- 
manity and  cruelty  ; these  were  imaginary  evils,  in- 
vented for  the  most  wicked  purposes,  by  those  who 
sought  for  gain  amidst  slaughter  and  blood.  You 
resisted  their  influence,  and  you  acted  nobly.  You 
were  not  indeed  successful,  but  the  attempt  covers 
you  with  .glory.  When  we  picture  to  ourselves'  the 
sublime  prospect  which  the  world  would  have  exhi- 
bited this  day, 'had  the  population  of  the  neighboring 
states  preserved  like  you,  their  filial  love,  we  should 
not  have  now  beheld  the  continent  of  Europe  groan- 
ing under  the  yoke  of  a sanguinary  tyrant,  nor  his 
satellites  in  America  studiously  imitating  his  fero- 
cious example. 

It  is  therefore  from  former  experience  that  we  look 
to  you  for  the  same  patriotic  principles,  principles 
which  enabled  you  to  face  death  in  his  most  dread- 
ful attire,  principles  which  exalt  human  nature,  and 
which  have  been  warmly  cherished  by  the  most  vir- 
tuous and  renowned  in  every  age  ; and  surely  when 


we  are  attacked  by  the  same  enemy,  who  once  alrea* 
dy  aided  by  the  mistaken  lenity  of  our  mother 
country  and  the  misconduct  of  her  commanders, 
were  aide  to  drive  us  from  our  native  homes  and 
possessions  to  this  province,  a people  whose  lands 
are  manured  with  the  blood  of  our  friends  and  kins- 
men, who  drove  our  wives  and  children  from  their 
houses  into  the  woods,  or  threw  them  into  dungeons, 
and  who  now  envy  us  the  habitations  which  through 
the  blessing  of  Providence,  the  beneficence  of  our 
parent  state  and  our  own  industry,  we  have  gained 
from  the  wilderness  : we  are  confident  that  you  will 
display  the  same  energy,  and  certainly  with  better 
hopes  of  success.  Great  Britain  wdl  not  now  con- 
sider Americans  as  perverse  children  who  may  he 
reclaimed,  but  as  her  most  malignant  fees.  Her 
commanders  will  not,  as  formerly,  temporise  and 
raise  hosts  of 'enemies  by  their  misconduct  and  de- 
lays, but  they  will  hasten  to  punish  them  with  all 
the  rigor  of  war. 

Already  have  we  the  joy  to  remark,  that  the  spirit 
of  loyalty  has  burst  forth  in  all  its  ancient  splendor. 
The  militia  in  all  parts  of  the  province  have  volun- 
teered their  services  with  acclamation,  and  displayed 
a degree  of  energy  worthy  of  the  • British  name. 
They  do  not  forget  the  blessings  and  privileges 
which  they  enjoy  under  th£  "protection- and  fostering 
care  of  the  British  empire,  whose  government  is  on- 
ly felt  m tills  country  by  acts  of  the  purest  justice, 
and  most  pleasing  and  efficacious  benevolence.  "When 
men  are  called  upon  to  defend  every  thing  they  hold 
precious,  their  wives  and  children,  their  friends  and 
ossessions,  they  ought  to  be  inspired  with  the  no- 
iest  resolutions,  and  they  will  not  be  easily  fright- 
ened with  menaces,  or  conquered  by  force.  Aral 
beholding  as  we  do,  the  flame  of  patriotism  burning 
from  one  end  of  the  Canadas  to  the  other,  we  cannot 
but  entertain  the  most  pleasing  anticipations.  Our 
enemies  have  indeed  said,  that  they  can  subdue  this 
country  by  a proclamation  ; but  it  is  our  parts  to 
prove  to  them  that  they  are  sadly  mistaken;  that 
the  population  is  determ inatelv  hostile,  and  that  the 
few  who  might  be  otherwise  inclined,  will  find  it 
their  safety  and  interest  to  be  faithful. 

For  nothing  is  clearer  than  this,  that  if  there  be 
any  person  so  base  and  degenerate  as  to  join  the 
enemy  after  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he 
not  only  forfeits  his  property  but  his  life.  The  Bri- 
tish government  never  will  make  peace  wit; . the 
American  states,  till  full  and  ample  indemnification 
has  been  received  for  all  depredations  committed  m. 
this  country ; nor  will  we  permit  a single  traitor  ever 
to  return.  ’ Let  those  who  have  come  from  the  neigh- 
boring states  consider  this  well,  and  assure  them- 
selves, that  as  we  are  eager  to  reward  loyalty  and 
affection  for  the  government,  so  are  we  not  slow  in 
pun  i sli  ii  lg  treachery. 

Innumerable  attempts  will  be  made  by  falsehood 
to  detach  you  from  your  allegiance  ; for  our  enemies, 
in  imitation  of  then-  European  master,  trusts  more 
to  treachery  than  to  force  ; and  they  will,  no  doubt, 
make  use  of  many  of  those  lies,  wluoh  unfortunately 
for  the  virtuous  part  of  these  states,  and  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  world,  had  too  much  success 
during  the  American  rebellion, — They  will  tell,  you 
that  thev  are  come  to  give  you  freedom— yes,  the 
base  slaves  of  the  most  contemptible  faction  that 
ever  directed  the  affairs  of  any  nation — the  minions 
of  the  very  sycophants  who  lick  the  dust  .from  the 
feet  of  Bonaparte  will  tell  you,  that  they  are  com* 
to  communicate  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  th  is  pro- 
vince ; but  you  have  only  to  look  at  your  situation,  to 
put  such  hypocrites  to  confusion,  in  order  to  insure 
our  prosperity  and  happiness,  a constitution  lias  been 
given  us,  modelled  from  that  of  our  parent  state  ; 
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not  the  hasty  production  of  a day  ; but  rising-  c>ut  of 
the  experience  of  centuries.  A governor  standing 
in  the  place  of  his  majesty,  a legislative  council  com- 
posed of  a select  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  this  province,  and  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple fairly  chosen. — In  the  appointment  of  a legislative 
council,  a reward  is  presented  to  those  who  shall 
deserve  well  of  the  public,  and  a foundation  laid  for 
an  influence  different  from  that  which  is  produced 
by  overgrown  wealth,  Honors  are  a cheaper  and 
more  effectual  mode  of  remunerating-  valor,  genius, 
and  singular  attachment,  than  any  sordid  or  pecunia- 
ry benefit.  They  are  such  rewards  as  meet  the  feel- 
ings of  the  generous  and  noble  minded,  and  they 
nourish  that  pure  and  exulted  ambition  which  gives 
life  and  energy  to  public  affairs,  which  rouse  the 
most  dignified  principles  of  action,  and  extinguish 
that  low  grovelling  policy  which  only  aims  at  des- 
picable gratifications, 

If  the  real  foundation,  of  true  liberty,  and  conse- 
quently of  solid  happiness,  consists  of  being  amena- 
ble only  to  the  laws  which  we  or  our  representatives 
ordain,  then  are  we  in  possession  of  that  liberty  and 
that  Happiness,  for  this  principle  was  fully  recogni- 
zed bv  our  excellent  constitution.  Your  House  of 
Assembly  are  truly  elected  by  the  people — conse- 
quently all  have  a share  in  the  government,  because 
all  have  a vote  in  the  election  of  those  who  make  the 
laws.  If  these  laws  are  not  favorable  to  virtue — if 
they  are  not  clear  and  precise,  we  have  nobody  to 
blame  but  ourselves,  and  we  have  the  power  of  al- 
tering- them. 

The  time  for  t^pch  our  representatives  are  chosen, 
has  a view  to  the  situation  of  the  province  as  well  as 
to  the  state  of  the  public  mind.  The  period  is  infi- 
nitely better  than  annual  elections,  because  it  gives 
the  representatives  to  comprehend  the  business  for 
which  they  are  sent,  and  enables  them  to  bring  to 
maturity  regulations  which  require  information  from 
different  parts  of  the  country.  The  qualifications 
for  becoming  an  elector  are  simple  and  moderate, 
every  person  may  soon  possess  them,  who  is  not  con- 
victed of  felony,  or  who  has  not  yet  attained  the  le- 
gal age.  Nor  is  any  person  excluded  from  becoming 
a representative  except  the  public  teachers  of  reli- 
gion. and  such  as  are  not  subjects  of  the  king.  l,s 
pot  this  constitution  perfect  above  all  others  ? In  our 
jaws  and  institutions  there  is  so  much  wisdom,  such 
an  anxiety  to  keep  tile  moral  code  always  in  view, 
pitch  an  attention  to  our  feelings,  such  a regard  to 
the  preservation  of  our  rights  both  in  person  and  pro- 
perty, such  a steady  abhorrence  of  vice,  and  such  a 
strict  enforcement  of  virtue,  in  as  far  as  it  can  be- 
come the  object  of  public  regulation,  as  merits  on 
pur  part,  the  most  steady  attachment;  and  in  putting 
them  in  force  there  is,  if  possible,  more  to  praise 
than  in  the  laws  themselves,  If  ever  impartiality  in 
the  administration  of  justice  was  attained,  we  have 
certainly  attained  it.  There  is  no  interference  on  the 
part  of  government.  The  true  interest  of  the  rulers 
as  well  as  of  the  people  is  known  to  depend  upon 
the  unfettered  operations  of  the  laws,  The  judges 
and  crown- officers  selected  from  an  honorable  and  li- 
beral profession ; men  whose  minds  are  raised  by 
their  education,  far  above  all  narrow  and  sordid 
views,  are  appointed  to  put  the  laws  in  force.  When 
we  behold  these  upright  dispensers  of  justice  with- 
put  any  temptation  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  prepar- 
ed by  a long  course  of  study  for  their  awful  and  im- 
portant functions  ; when  we  behold  them  hearing 
with  the  greatest  candor  and  most  invincible  pa- 
tience, not  merely  the  causes  between  different  sub- 
jects, but  those  between  private  citizens  and  their 
sovereign,  and  instead  of  leaning  to  the  rulers  who 
appoint  them,  giving  every  proper  facility  to  the 


prisoners,  attending  particularly  to  his  defence,  and 
even  becoming  of  liis  council''  when  he  errs.  Shall 
we  not  feel  grateful  to  a government  which  promotes 
and  sanctions  so  great  uprightness,  and  which  seeks 
so  eagerly  the  happiness  of  its  people.  It  is  not 
enough  that  we  be  obedient  subjects  to  such  a gov- 
ernment as  tills  ; we  must  be  active  in  its  defence 
against  open  enemies  and  internal  foes.  Is  there  any 
person  who  is  not  conscious  that  he  is  completely 
master  of  his  own  conduct — that  the  quiet  posses- 
sion of  his  life,  his  person  and  property,  and  good 
name,  are  secured  to  him  by  the  laws.  l)o  we  not 
feel  that  our  government  is  abie,  and  not  merely  able, 
but  careful  to  protect  the  rights  of  every  individual, 
and  to  allow  him  as  much  liberty  as  is  compatible 
with  the  rights  of  his  fellow  subjects  ; protecting 
him  against  all  oppression,  giving  free  scope  to  the 
exertion  of  his  talents,  and  in  every  way  contribut- 
ing to  his  comfort  and  happiness.  Such  is  a faint 
sketch  indeed  of  the  glorious  constitution  which  we 
enjoy  ; and  this  we  are  called  upon  to  exchange  for 
the  government  of  the  United  States  ; a govern- 
ment which  has  oppressed  and  impoverished  its  own 
people,  and  deprived  them  virtually,  of  all  their  va- 
luable privileges.  For  how  can  liberty  exist  among 
a people  where  officers  of  state  and  representatives 
crouch  to  a bloody  tyrant.  Be  vigilant  against  such 
enemy  ; the  contest  is  indeed  awful  and  to  be  de- 
plored ; but  of  the  event  your  representatives  enter- 
tain no  dread. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  examine  the  causes  al- 
ledged  by  our  enemies  for  this  unjust  and  unnatural 
war,  because  an  address  from  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  the  most  res- 
pectable in  the  union,  proves  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner,  that  ]C  is  wanton  and  unprovoked,  and  is 
the  climax  of  the  various  outrages  previously  com- 
mitted against  Great  Britain.  In  this  statement  they 
have  been  joined  by  the  minority  in  congress,  whose 
exposition  of  the  secret  reasons  of  the  war,  and  the 
falsehood  of  those  alledged  by  the  president  and  his 
friends  is  unanswerable,  and  must  hand  down  the 
promoters  of  this  diabolical  measure  to  the  execra- 
tion of  posterity.  Indeed  the  more  enlightened  and- 
best  informed  persons’ in  the  United  Stales,  all  men 
who  love  their  native  land  and  think  with  impartiali- 
ty, are  against  the  war  ; and  as  they  form  an  increas- 
ing majority,  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose, 
that  they  will  be  able  to  hurl  their  opponents  ,from 
power,  and  speedily  to  restore  peace  to  their  coun- 
try. 

Finding  on  their  meeting,  that  the  province  was. 
actually  invaded,  it  became  immediately  necessary 
for  your  representatives  to  give  as  much  efficacy  as 
possible  to  our  natural  means  of  defence.  For  this 
purpose,  several  alterations  have  been  made  in  the 
militia  laws,  which  being  framed  from  a state  of 
tranquility,  were  too  weak  in  their  provisions  for  ac- 
tual war.  These  alterations  render  it  easy  for  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  province  to  call  out  any 
part,  or  in  cases  of  necessity  the  whole  of  the  militia, 
subject  while  embodied,  to  the  strictest  discipline, 
that  they  may  become  truly  formidable  to  the  enemy. 
Your  representatives  persuaded  themselves  that  the 
great  majority  of  their  constituents  were  willing  to 
make  every  sacrifice  at  such  a time  as  this,  and  to 
endure. a temporary  privation  of  liberty,  in  order  ul- 
timately to  secure  the  whole.  In  providing  for  the 
defence  .of  the  province,  your  representatives  did  not 
hesitate  to  eqact  the  severest  punishment  against 
those  who  refuse  to  march  against  the  enemy,  or  who 
endeavor  by  their  influence,  to  discourage  and  deter 
others.  But  as  they  apprehend  more  danger  from 
the  private  machinations  of  their  foes  than  their  open 
attacks,  it  was  necessary  t.o  restrain  the  liberty  of 
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those  who  were  not  immediately  called  into  the  field. 
Trusting  more  to  treachery  than  open  hostility,  on: 
enemies  have  already  spread  their  emissaries  through 
the  country  to  seduce  our  fellow  subjects  from  their 
allegiance,  by  promises  as  false  as  the  principles  on 
which  they  are  founded.  A law  has  therefore  been 
enacted  for  the  speedy  detection  of  such  emissaries 
and  for  their  condign  punishment  on  conviction  ; a 

law  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to  escape. In  passing 

these  different  acts  for  the  defence  and  preservation 
of  the  province  your  representatives  proceeded  with 
all  possible  moderation.  The  exigency  of  the  times 
would  have  perhaps  justified  them  in  adopting 
Stronger  measures;  but  they  were  not  disposed  to 
abridge  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people',  any 
further  than  was  absolutely  necessary.  It  did  not 
escape  them,  that  placed  as  we  are  so  near  our  ene- 
mies, bordering  upon  them  through  such  an  exten- 
sive line  of  country,  connected  with  them  by  so  ma- 
ny ties,  and  so  many  persons  lately  from  the  Ameri- 
can states  settled  among  us  whose  inclinations, 
though  in  the  main  good  would  naturally  lean  against 
us,  ordinary  measures  of  caution  were  not  sufficient. 
But  trusting  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  well  tried  loy- 
alty of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  to  assist  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws  and  in  the  detection  of  those 
doubtful  characters  and  secret  traitors,  they  have 
been  induced  to  adopt  the  most  lenient,  which  a due 
attention  to  the  general  safety  would  admit.  Your 
representatives  finished  their  labors  with  placing  in 
the  hands  of  his  honor,  the  president,  ail  the  public 
money  that  they  could  collect,  in  order  to  contribute 
as  much  as  possible  to  the  extraordinary  expence 
which  the  war  renders  necessary,  and  th 


spirac.y  against  the  civilization  of  man  that  ever  was 
contrived';  a conspiracy  threatening  greater  barbar- 
ism and  misery  than  followed  the  downfall  of  the 
the  Roman  empire — that  now  you  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  proving  your  attachment  to  our  parent  state 
which  contends  fnr  the  relief  of  oppressed  nations, 
the  last  pillar  of  true  liberty,  and  the  last  refuge  of 
oppressed  humanity. — Persevere  as  you  have  begun* 
in  yourstict  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  your  atten- 
tion to  military  discipline;  deem  no  sacrifice  too 
costly  which  secures  the  enjoyment  of  our  happy  con- 
stitution ; follow  wi  ll  vour  countrymen  in  Britain, 
the  paths  of  pirtue  and,  and  like  them,  you  shall  tri- 
umph over  vour  unprincipled  foes. 

(Signed)  ALLAN  MAC  LEAN,  Speaker. 
Commons  house  of  assembly,  August  5th,  1812. 

* 

A Proclamation. 


ritovr  Ttfr.  ccutiaxt. 

Provir.  ce  of  Lower  Vcmadc. , to  xiit ; 

By  his  excellency  sir  George  Prevest,  baronet,  cap. 
tain-general  and  governor-in-chief  in  and  over  r he 
provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Islands  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward and  Cape  Breton,  and  their  several  depen- 
dencies, vice-admiral  of  the  same,  lieutenant-ge- 
neral and  commander  of  all  his  majesty’s  forces 
in  the.  provinces  of  Lower  and  Upper  Canada, 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  -Brunswick,  and  in  the 
Islands  of  Cape  Breton,  Newfoundland  and  the 
Bermudas,  a Proclamation. 

Whereas,  certain  subjects  of  the  United  States  of 
have  the!  America  have  been  permitted,  by  regulations  made 


necessary,  ana  tney 

fullest  confidence  that  it  will  be  most  faithful  ly  :••:>-  on  the  loth  d.*.y  of  July  last,  to  remain  in  this  province 
plied.  Having  thus  endeavored  td  the  b-.-'t  of  then-1  without  being  required  to  bear  arms  against  the 
abilities,  to  provide  for  the  welfare  arid  safety  ot  the! said  United  Stares,  but  subject  to  leave  the* province 
province,  your  representatives  take  the  liberty  ofre-j  whenever  it  should  be  deemed  necessary.  And 
minding  you  the  best  laws  arc*  useless  without  the  j whereas  existing  circumstances  render  it  necessary 
zealous  co-operation  of  the  people;  unless  you  are*  that  such  persons  should  depart,  I have  therefore 
prepared  to  undergo  the  greatest  privations,  and  to 'thought  fit  by  and  with  the  advice  of  bis  majesty’s 
make  the  severest  sacrifices,  all  that  your  represen- 1 executive  council,  to  issue  this  my  proclamation,  to 


tatives  have  done  will  be  of  no  avail.  Be  ready  then 
at  all  times  to  rally  round  the  royal  standard,  and  let 
those  who  are  not  called  into  service  assist  the  fami- 
lies of  those  who  are  in  the  field.  Be  quick  to  dis- 
cern and  prompt  to  seize  upon  all  those  who  either  by 
word  or  deed  seek  to  stifle  or  discourage  that  ardent 
patriotism  which  at  this  moment  animates  all  the  in- 
habitants of  this  province  ; let  your  whole  attention 
be  applied  to  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the 
defeat  of  our  enemy. 

Inspired  with  this  disposition,  your  representatives 
are  confident  of  success,  for  although,  they  admit 
that  the  contest  will  be  terrible  and  the  hardships 
which  you  Will  have  to.  suffer  severe,  yet  the  justice 
of  our  cause,  and  your  gratitude  and  attachment  to 
the  illustrious  nation  of  which  you  form  a part,  will 
enable  you  to  surmount  them.  And  let  no  one  de- 
ceive you  with  vain  terrors  concerning  the  new  pow- 
ers with  which  we  have  armed  government.  The 
good  and  loyal  will  never  perceive  them,  except  in 
the  greater  security  which  they  will  give  him,  for 
they  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  excellency  gene- 
ral Brock,  a commander  no  less  distinguished  for 
•his  valor  in  the  field,  than  for  his  justice  and  huma- 
nity. In  his  wisdom  and  experience,  in  war,  your 
representatives  have  the  firmest  reliance;  and  they 
rejoice  that  at  such  a crisis  a general  of  so  great 
abilities,  and  whose  private  merits  gain  the  hearts  of 
all  who  know  him,  should,  through  Divine  Provi- 
dence, be  placed  at  the  head  of  this  government. 
Remember  when  you  go  forth  to  the  combat,  that 
you  fight  not  for  yourselves  alone,  but  for  the  whole 
world.  You.  are  defeating  the  most  formidable  con- 


order,  enjoin  and' direct,  and  I do  hereby  order,  en- 
join and  direct,  rll  persons  being  subjects  of  the 
said  United  States,  who  have  not  been,  or  shall  not 
be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his 
majesty  and  bear  arms,  to  depart  from  this  province 
on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  October  next.  And 
all  subjects  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  found 
in  this  province  after  the  said  period,  without  a cer- 
tificate of  having  taken  such  oath  before  an  officer 
duly  qualified  to  administer  the  same,  shall  be  treat- 
ed as  prisoners  of  war. 

And  all  persons  who  shall  depart  this  province  as 
aforesaid  may  take  with  them  all  such  moveable  pro- 
perty as  may  be  permitted  by  a committee  of  his 
majesty’s  executive  council. 

And  I do  also  order  arid  direct  that  no  person  what- 
ever from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  shall  go  from 
this  province  into  the  territories  of  the  V.  States, 
unless  under  special  licence  to  be  granted  by  persons 
duly  authorised  by  me  for  that  purpose  ; and  such 
licence  will  not  be  given  but  by  my  authority  or  by  a 
committee  of  not  less  than  three  of  the  executive 
council,  to  whom  the  business  for  which  such  li- 
cence shall  be  applied  for,  shall  have  been  previous- 
ly stated. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  the  go- 
vernment house  at  Montreal,  this  19th  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  in  the  fifty-se- 
cond year  of  his  majesty’s  reign. 

GEORGE  PREYOST. 
By  his  excellency’s  command, 

E.  B.  Babntox,  assistant  secretary. 
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Modem  Antiquities ! 

£The  following"  “ explanation  of  the  devices  on  the 
Continental  bills  of  credit - — with  conjectures  of 
their  meaning*,”  copied  from  an  old  Almanac  pub- 
lished in  1 777 1 will  be  favorably  received  by  the 
curious  reader — who  will  also  find  in  the  article 
much  wholesome  doctrine  for  the  present  times.] 
An  Exi’Eanation  of  the  Devices  on  the  Continental 
bit's  of  credit : with  conjectures  of  their  meaning". 
An  emblematic  device, when  rjg"htly  formed,  is  said 
to  consist  of  two  parts,  a body  and  a mind,  neither  of 
which  is  complete  or  intelligible,  without  the  aid  of 
the  other.  The  figure  is  called  the  body,  the  motto 
the  mind.  These  that  I am  about  to  consider,  appear 
formed!  on  that  rule,  and  seem  to  relate  to  the  present 
struggle  between  the  colonies  and  the  parent  state, 
for  liberty,  property,  and  safety,  on  the  one  hand  ; 
for  absolute  power  and  plunder  on  the  other. 

On  one  denomination  of  the  bills,  these  is  the  fi- 
gure of  a fiarp,  with  this  motto,  majoha  misobibus 
fioss-uvAXT : literally — “ the  greater  and  smaller  ones 
pound  together,’’  As  the  harp  is  an  instrument  com- 
posed of  great  and  small  strings,  included  in  a strong 
frame,  and  also  so  tuned  as  to  agreg  in  concord  with 
pach  other,  I conceive  that  the  frame  may  be  in- 
tended to  represent  our  new  government  by  a conti- 
nental congress,  and  the  strings  of  different  lengths 
ftnd  substance,  either  the  several  colonies  of  differ- 
ent weight  and  force,  or  die  various  ranks  of  people 
in  all  of  them,  who  are  now  united  by  that  govern- 
ment in  the  most  perfect  harmony. 

Qii  another  bill  is  impressed,  a wild  boar  of  the 
forest,  rushing  on  the ’spear  of  the  hunter,  with  this 
motto,  act  mobs  aut  vita  decoha  ; which  may  be 
translated—-''  death  or  liberty,”  The  wild  boar  is 
an  animal  of  great  strength  and  courage,  armed  with 
long"  and  sharp  tusks,  which  lie  well  knows  how  to 
use  in  his  own  defence.  He  is  inoffensive  while  suf- 
fered to  enjoy  his  freedom,  but  when  roused  and 
wounded  by  the  hunter,  often  turns  and  makes  him 
pay,  dearly  for  his  temerity. 

On  another  is  drawn  an  eagle  on  the  wing  pouncing 
upon  a crane,  who  turns  upon  his  back  and  receives 
the  eagle  on  the  point  of  his  long  bill,  which  pierces 
the  eagle’s  breast ; with  this  motto,  exitus  in  dubio 
“ the  event  is  uncertain.”  The  eagle,  I sup- 
pose, represents  Great  Britain,  the  crane  America  : 
this  device  offers  ail  admonition  to  each  of  the  con- 
tending parties,  To  the  crane,  not  to  depend  too 
pruch  upon  the  success  of  its  endeavors  to  avoid  the 
contest,  (by  petition,  iiegociation,,  Sec.)  but  to  prepare 
for  using  the  means  God  and  nature  hath  given  it ; 
gnd  to  the  eagle,  not  to  presume  on  its  superior 
strength,  since  a -weaker  bird  may  wourtd  it  mor- 
tally. ' 

Sunt  (h'bii  eventvs , incertaque  pretlia  martis  : 
Vinci  liny  hand  retro , quiprope  victor  erat. 

On  another  bill,  we  have  a thorny  bush,  which  a 
hand  seems  attempting  to  eradicate ; the  hand  ap- 
pears to  bleed,  as  pricked  by  t!  e spines,  The  mot- 
to is,  snasTf.s'K  vf.l  abstine  ; which  may  be  render- 
ed “ bear  with  me,  or  let  me  alone;”  or  thus,  “ either 
support  or  leave  me.”  The  bush  I suppose  to  mean 
America,  and  tire  bleeding  hand  Britain.  Would  to 
Sod  that  bleeding  were  siopt,  the  wounds  of  that 
fi:md  healed,  ahd  its  future  operation  directed  by 
Wisdom  and  equity  ; so  shall  the  hawthorn  flourish 
find  form  an  hedge  around  it,  annoying  with  her 
thorns  only  its  invading"  enemies. 

Another  lias  the  figure  of  a beaver,  gnawing  a 
large- tree,  with  this  motto,  perse vehan do — « by  per- 
severance.” I apprehend  the  great  tree -may  be  in- 
tended to  represent  the  enormous  power  Britain  has 


assumed  over  us  and  endeavors  to  enforce  by  arms, 
of  taxing  at  pleasure,  and  binding*  us  in  all  cases 
•whatsoever,  or  the  exorbitant  profits  she  makes  by 

monopolizing  our  commerce. Then  the  beaver, 

which  is  known  to  be  able,  by  assiduous  and  steady 
working,  to  fell  large  trees,  may  signify  America  ; 
which,  bv  perseverance  in  her  present  measures, 
will  probably  reduce  that  power  within  proper 
bounds,  and,  by  establishing  the  most  necessary  ma- 
nufactures among  ourselves,  abolish  the  British  mo- 
nopoly. 

On  another  bill,  we  have  the  plant  acanthus, sprout- 
ing on  all  sides,  under  a weight  placed  upon  it,  with 
the  motto,  bkfrkssa  bestir h-xt — though  oppressed 

it  rises.” The  ancients  tell  us,  that  the  sight  of 

such  an  accidental  circumstance,  gave  the  first  hint 
to  an  architect  in  forming  the  beautiful  capital  of 
the  Corinthian  column.  This,  perhaps,  was  intend- 
ed to  encourage  us,  by  representing  that  our  present 
oppressions  will  not  destroy  us,  but  that  they  may, 
by  increasing  our  industry,  and  forcing  it  into  new 
courses,  increase  the  prosperity  of  our  country,  and 
establish  that  prosperity  on  the  base  of  liberty,  and 
the  well  proportioned  pillar  of  property,  elevated  for 
a pleasing  spectacle  to  all  connoisseurs,  who  can 
taste  and  delight  in  the  architecture  of  human  hap- 
piness. 

The  figure  of  a hand  and  flail,  over  sheaves  of 
wheat,  with  the  motto,  tiubulatio  ditat — “ thresh- 
ing improves  it (which  we  find  printed  on  ano- 
ther of  the  bills)  may  perhaps  be  intended  to  admo- 
nish us,  that  though  at  present  we  are  under  the  bail 
its  blows,' how  hard  soever,  will  be  rather  advanta- 
geous than  hurtful  to  us  ; for  they  will  bring  forth 
every  grain  of  genius  and  merit  in  arts,  manufactures 
war  and  council,  that  are  now  concealed  in  the  husk, 
and  then  the  breath  of  a breeze  will  be  sufficient  to 
separate  from  us  all  the  chaff,  of  toryism.  Tribula- 
tion too,  in  our  English  sense  of  the  word,  improves 
the  mind,  it  makes  us  humbler  and  tends  to  make 
us  wiser.  And  threshing,  in  one  of  its  senses,  that 
of  beating,  often  improves  those  that  are  threshed. 
Many  an  un warlike  nation  have  been  beaten  into  he- 
roes, by  troublesome  warlike  neighbors  ; and  the 
continuance  of  a war,  though  it  lessen  the  numbers 
of  a people,  often  increases  its  strength,  by  the  in- 
creased discipline  and  consequent  courage  of  the 
number  remaining.  Thus  England,  after  her  civil 
war,  in  which  her  people  threshed  one  another,  be- 
came more  formidable  to  her  neighbors.  The  pub- 
lic distress,  too,  that  arises  from  war,  by  increasing 
frugality  and  industry,  often  gives  habits  th-A  re- 
main after  the  war  is  over,  and  thereby  naturally  en- 
riches those  on  whom  it  has  enforced,  those  enriching 
virtues, 

Another  of  the  bills  has  for  its  device,  a storm  de- 
scending from  a black  heavy  cloud,  with  the  motto, 
serex abit — “ it  will  clear  up.”  This  seems  design- 
ed to  encourage  the  dejected,  who  may  be  too  sen- 
sible of  present  inconveniences,  and  fear  their  cou- 
'.inuance.  It  reminds  them,  agreeably  to  the  adage, 
that  af.er  a storm  comes  a calm  j or  as  Horace  more 
elegantly  has  it — 

In  formes  hy  ernes  reducit , Jupiter  ; idem  sitmmovit , 

JYon  si  male  nunc , et  olirn 

Sic  ent.  JVcque  semper  arenm  tendit  Apollo. 

On  another  bill,  there  is  stamped  the  representa- 
tion of  a tempestuous  sea;  a face  with  swollen 
cheeks,  wrapt  up  in  a black  cloud,  appearing  to  blow 
violently  on  the  waters,  the  waves  high,  and  all  roll- 
ing one  way.  The  motto,  vi  concitatie  ; which 
may  be  rendered — “ raised  by  force.”  From  the  re- 
motest antiquity,  in  figurative  language, great  waters 
have  signified  the  people,  and  waves  an  insurrection. 
The  people  of  themselves  are  supposed  as  naturally 
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person  or  persons  unknown.  Therefore,  nt  the  spe- 
cial request  of  captain  Brush,  a court  of  enquiry  is 
hereby  ordered  to  be  holden  at  the  court-house  in 
Chilicothe,  on  the  13th  inst.  between  the  hours  of  8 
o’clock,  a.  m.  and  3 r.  u.  of  said  day  ; and  that  major 
Denny  is  appointed  president  and  lieut.  Douglass 
judge-advocate  and  recorder. 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  the  court  make  report 
upon  the  testimony. 

JOHN  FERGUSON,  Col. 
Commanding  2d  prigade,  2d  division } 
Ohio  militia. 

ingfuifv,  denotes  a clear  sky.  The  motto  is  cessaxte  „ r „„„ 

te  s' to  eoiSQ.utEsu25ii;s — “the  wind  ceasing,  we  shall  Head-Quarters  Chilicothe , September  13,  !ol2. 

be  quiet”  Supposing  mv  explanation  of  the  prcce- 1 The  court  met  agreeably  to  the  above  order— pre- 
ding device  to  be  right,  this  will  import,  that  when ! sent,  major  Denny,  captain  Turner,  and  lieut.  Eich- 
those  violent  acts  of  power,  which  have  roused  the  elberger. 


inclined  to  he  still,  as  the  waters  to  remain  level  and 
quiet.  Their  rising  here  appears  not  to  be  from  any 
internal  cause,  but  from  an  external  power,  express- 
ed bv  the  head  Eoius,  god  of  the  winds,  (or  Boreas, 
the  North  wind,  as  usually  the  most  violent)  acting 
furiously  upon  them.  The  black  cloud  perhaps,  de- 
signs the  British  parliament,  and  the  waves  the  co- 
lonies. Their  rolling  all  in  one  direction,  shews, 
that  the  very  force  used  against  them,  has  produced 
their  unanimity.  On  the  reverse  of  this  bill,  we 
have  a smooth  se?.,  the  sails  of  ships  on  that  sea 
hanging  loose,  shew  a perfect  calm ; the  sun  shin- 
llv,  denotes  a clear  sky. 


colonies,  are  repealed,  they  will  return  to  their  for- 
mer tranquility.  Britain  seems  thus  charged  with 
being  the  sole  cause  of  the  present  civil  war,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  only  mode  of  putting  an  end  to 
it,  is  thus  plainly  pointed  out  to  her. 

The  last  is  a wreath  of  laurel  on  a marble  monu- 
ment or  altar : the  motto,  sx  recte  facies — “ if  you 
act  rightly”  This  seeips  intended  as  an  encourage 


Test, 


R.  DOUGLASS,  J.  Adv.  & Eec. 


The  object  of  the  court  being  stated  by  the  judge 
advocate  and  recorder, and  the  members  of  said  court 
being  first  duly  sworn,  the  following  testimony  was 
adduced,  viz  : 

War.  Creigiitox,  jun.  Esq.  a private  in  captain 


ynent  to  a brave  and  steady  conduct  in  defence  of!  Brush’s  company,  sworn  on  behalf  of  crfpt.  Brush- — 
our  liberties,  as  it  promises  to  crown  with  honor,  by  j Question  by  captain  Brush— -I.  wish  you  to  relate 
the  laurel  wreath,  those  who  persevere  to  the  end  in  j what  happened  when  captain  Elliot,  (the  British  offi- 


we  11-doing;  and  with  a long  duration  of  that  honor 
expressed  by  the  monument  of  marble. 

A learned  friend  of  mine  thinks  this  device  more 
particularly  addressed  to  the  Congress.  He  says 
that  the  ancients  composed  for  their  heroes  a wre;  ill 
of  laurel,  oak  and  olive  twigs  interwoven  ; agreeably 
to  the  distich  : 

E lauro , quercu,  atque  olea , dnee,  digna  corona. 

Paudentem,  fertem,  padficwnqve } dscet. 

Of  laurel,  as  that  tree  was  dedicated  to  Apollo,  and 


cer)  came  tp  our  camp  at  the  river  Raisin,  with  the 
flag1  of  truce  ? 

1 f itness. — On  Monday,  August  17,  it  was  announc- 
ed in  camp  that  a British  officer,  with  a small  party 
and  flag  had  appeared  in  sight : orders  were  given  to 
stop  him  some  distance  from  the  garrison  ; it  was 
immediately  announced  in  camp  to  major  Finley, 
the  contractor’s  lag’ent,  that  the  officer  with  his  par- 
tv  had  halted  about  half  a mile  below  the  garrison, 
understood  it  to  be  the  intention  of  capt.  Brush,  to 


understood  to  signify  knowledge  and  prudence  ; ofih*ve  an  interview  with  him  at  that  place  ; but  on 
oak,  as  pertaining  to  Jupiter,  and  expressing  forti-  j consultation,  T understood  that  ’twas  deemed  impro- 
tude  ; of  olive,  as  the  tree  of  Pallas,  and  as  a svmbol|Per  to  receive  him  at  that  distance  from  the  garri- 
of  peace.  The  whole  to  shew,  that,  those  who  are  son,  as  a large  party,  .while  the  conference  was  hold- 
entrusted  to  conduct  the  great  affairs  of  mankind, ! might  make  an  attack  upon  the  fort  : captain 

Rowland,  and  I think  a guard  of  12  men,  were  then 
despatched  to  receive  him,  of  which  guard.  T was 
one  myself.  Captain  Rowland  was  ordered  to  halt 
about  half  way  between  the  garrison  and  Godfrey’s, 
where  the  British  officer  then  was,  and  a messenger 
was  despatched  telling  him  to  advance — we  were 
formed,  waiting  his  approach.  In  a little  time  the 
officer  approached,  accompanied  by  two  Canadians 
and  one  Indian  ; he  immediately  dismounted,  anti 
presented  3 papers  to  capt.  Rowland.  After  look- 
ing over  thelTi  in  a few  minutes,  he  (Rowland)  ex- 
claimed with  great  warmth  and  indignation — “ trea- 
son ! by  G — d !”  He  then  put  the  papers  into  my 
hands  ; on  examining,  I found  one  was  a copy  of  the 
articles  of  capitulation  for  the  surrender  of  Detroit, 
a letter  from  gen.  Hull,  to  col.  Me  Arthur,  also  a pen- 
cil 'note  without  any  name  subscribed,  but  .which 
captain  Elliott  (the  officer)  stated  was  given  him  by 
gen.  Hull,  directing  him  where  to  find  col.  McAr- 
thur, he  not  being  in  the  fort  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
render. Capt.  Rowland,  in  obedience  to  orders  re- 
ceived from  captain  Brush,  directed  the  officer  to  be 
blindfolded,  which  service  I performed,  and  some 
others  of  the  men  blindfolded  the  Canadians  and  In- 
dian. They  were  marched  a short  distance  blindfold 
when  it  was  communicated  to  capt.  Rowland,  I think 
by  lieut.  Larcell,  that  capt.  Brush  would  have  an  in- 
terview with  capt.  Elliott  at  col.  Anderson’s  : the 
bandages  were  then  taken  off,  and  they  moved  on  a 
short  distance,  when  orders  were  received  to  march 
them  immediately  to  the  garrison  ; they  were  blind* 

When  captain 


should  act  prudently  and  firmly,  retain  ng.  above  all, 
a pacific  disposition.  This  wreath  was  first  placed 
upon  an  altar,  to  admonish  the  hero  who  was  to  be 
crowned  with  it,  that  true  glory  is  founded  oil,  and 
proceeds  from  piety.  Mv  friend,  therefore,  thinks 
the  present  device  might  intend  a wreath  of  that 
composite  kind,  though,  from  the  smallness  of  the 
work,  the  engraver  could  not  mark  distinctly  the 
differing  leaves.  And  he  is  rather  confirmed  in  his 
opinion  that  this  is  designed  as  an  admonition  to  the 
Congress,  when  he  considers  the  passage  in  Horace, 
from  whence  the  motto  is  taken — 

Rex  eris,  aium , 

Si  recte  facies. 

To  which,  also,  Ausonius  alludes — 

Si  recte  faciei,  non  qvi  dominatwr  erit  rex. 
Not  the  king’s  parliament,  who  act  wrong,  tut  the 
people’s  congress,  if  it  acts  right,  shall  govern  Ame- 
rica. 


n, wit*#  0f 

OFFICIAL  ARTICLES. 

CAPTAIN  HENRY  BRUSH. 

Chilicothe,  September  13,  1812. 

Whereas,  certain  injurious  reports  to  the  charac- 
ter of  captain  Henry  Brush,  commanding  a company 

of  volunteers,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  escorting  P 

provisions  to  Detroit,  having  been  circulated  by  some  1 folded  and  marched  to  the  garrison. 
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•Elliott  had  first  came  tip,  he  took  capt.  Rowland  tor 
the  commander  of  the  garrison,  but  on  discovering 
his  mistake,  he  took  back  the  papers,  and  on  enter- 
ing the  garrison,  presented  them  to  capt. Brush; — 
capt.  Brush,  on  inspecting  them,  pronounced  them 
palpable  forgeries,  and  told  the  officer  he  should  de- 
tain him  until  he  was  further  advised,  and  hold  him 
responsible  for  the  consequences  : after  some  con* 
versation  between  capt.  Elliott  and  capt.  Brush,  El- 
liott was  put  under  guard,  himself  in  one  block- 
house, and  the  Canadian  and  Indian  in  another.  In 
the  course  of  the  afternoon  soldiers  were  falling  in, 
who  were  taken  to  the  garrison  and  examined ; an 
unwillingness  to  believe  the  report,  prevailed  in 
camp,  until  a number  of  soldiers  arrived,  known  to 
some  of  our  men.  From  the  intelligence  brought  by 
those  soldiers,  both  officers  and  men  were  reluctant- 
ly compelled  to  believe  the  report ; and  it  was  de-. 
tennined  to  call  a council.  Some  short  time  after  a 
council  was  called,  composed  of  capt.  Brush  and  sub- 
alterns, capt- Rowland  and  his  iieut.  col.  Anderson, 
lieut.  Davison  and  ensign  De  Lashmut.  I was,  from 
courtesy,  invited  by  some  of  the  officers  to  at- 
tend and  hear  them  deliver  their  individual 
opinions  ; when  they  were  met,  and  the  subject  of 
the  meeting  canvassed,  captain  Brush  observed  that 
the  opinion  of  a maj  ori  ty  of  them  should  govern  h im 
in  the  course  he  should  take.  Col.  Anderson  being 
the  oldest  officer,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  gen. Hull 
had  no  right  to  capitulate  for  our  garrison  : that  we 
ought  not  to  subscribe  the  capitulation  ; that  to  hold 
out  and  attempt  to  maintain  the  garrison  by  force 
would  be  madness,  and  we  should  be  rendering  the 
best  services  to  the  U.  States  by  breaking'up  camp, 
and  bearing  away  all  the  public  property  possible. 
The  opinion  of  col.  Anderson,  was  concurred  in  by 
tile  whole  conned,  except  capt.  Rowland  and  his 
lieutenant,  who  were  of  opinion  with  the  rest,  that 
we  were  not  bound  by  the  capitulation,  but  dissent- 
ed from  the  opinion  as  to  breaking  up  camp.  The 
subject  of  destroying  the  public  stores  which  we 
con  id  not  possibly  bear  off  with  us,  was  also  canvas- 
sed in  couucil  : it  was  decided  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  destroy  the  public  stores,  as  there  were  a 
number  of  American  families  who  had  taken  refuge 
in  the  fort,  and  some  soldiers  who  were  tc^sick  to 
be  removed,  were  to  be  left  behind  ; and  also  con- 
sidering that  our  brethren  soldiers  were  still  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  at  Detroit,  it  was  urged  under 
those  considerations  that  such  destruction  might  in- 
duce the  enemy  to  deal  more  rigid  with  them.  The 
council  was  dissolved,  and  orders  were  given  for 
breaking  up  camp  and  retreating,  which  was  accor- 
dingly done,  on  the  17th,  at  Up.  m. 

jyiamf  non-commissioned  officers  in  captain  Brush’s 
company  sworn. — Testimony,  in  substance,  same  as 
that  of  the  preceding  witness. 

REPORT. 

The  court  of  enquiry  called  at  the  request  of  cap- 
tain Brush,  after  hearing  the  testimony  addressed, 
arc  of  opinion,  and  report  upon  the  same,  that  dur- 
ing said  campaign  captain  Brush  behaved,  in  all 
things,  as  became  a prudent  and  brave  officer — 
that  reports  derogatory  to  his  character  as  an  officer 
and  soldier,  could  have  arisen  only  from  the  want 
of  a knowledge  of  his  situation,  and  that  no  impu- 
tation whatever  ought  to  rest  upon  captain  Brush. 

JAMES  DENNY,  President. 

R.  DOUGLASS,  /.  Adv.  & Rec'r. 

The  court  of  Enquiry,  of  which  major  Denny  is 
president,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

JOHN  FERGUSON,  Col 
Commanding  2d  Brigade,  2d  division 
Chio  militia. 


FORT  HARRISON. 

Letter  from  Captain  Z.  Taylor,  commanding  Foi't 
Harrison , Indiana  tevritcnr,  to  general  Hanison. 

Fort Hakhison,  Sept.  It). 

Dear  Sir — On  Thursday  evening  the  3d  instant, 
after  retreat  beating,  four  guns  were  heard  to  fire  in 
the  direction  where  two  young  men  , (cozens  who 
resided  here)  were  making  hay,  about  yards  dis- 
tance, from  the  fort.  I was  immediately  impressed 
with  an  idea  that  they  were  killed  by  the  bun  ■•ns.  as 
the  Miamies  or  Weas  had  that  day  informed  me  that 
tile  Prophet’s  parly  would  soon  be  heve  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commencing  'Hostilities  ; and  that  they  had 
been  directed  to  leave  this  place,  which  we  were 
; bout  to  do.  I did  dot  think  it  prudent  to  send  out 
at  that  late  hour  of  the  night  to  see  what  had  become 
of  them  ; and  their  not  coming  in  convinced  me  that 
I was  right  in  my  conjecture.  I wafted  until  eight 
o’clock  next  morning, when  I sent  out  a corporal  with 
a small  party  to  find  them,  if  it  could  be  done  with- 
out running  two  much  risk  of  being  drawn  into  an 
ambuscade.  He  soon  sent  back  to  inform  me,  that 
he  had  found  them  both  killed,  and  wished  to  know 
my  further  orders  ; I sent  the  cart,  and  oxen,  had 
them  brought  in  and  buried ; they  had  been  shot 
with  two  balls,  scalped  and  cut  in  the  most  shocking 
manner.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the  4th  inst.  old  Jo- 
seph Lenar  and  between  30  and  40  Indians  arrived 
from  the  Prophets  Town,  with  a white  flag  ; among 
whom  were  about  ten  women,  and  the  men  were  com- 
posed of  chiefs  of  the  different  tribes  that  compose 
the  Prophet’s  party.  A Shawanoe  man,  that  spoke 
good  English,  informed  me  that  old  Lenar  intended  to 
1 spo-.k  to  me  next  morning,  and  try  to  get  something 
to  eat.  At  retreat  beating  I examined  the  men's 
arms,  and  found  them  ail  in  good  order,  and  complet- 
ed their  cartridges  to  16  rounds  per  man.  As  I had 
not  been  able  to  mount  a guard  of  more  than  six 
privates  and  two  non-commissioned  officers,  for  some 
time  past,  and  sometimes  part  of  them  every  other 
day,  from  the  unheal thiness  of  the  company  ; I had 
not  conceived  my  force  adequate  to  the  defence  of 
this  post,  should  it  be  vigorously  attacked,  for  some 
time  past.  As  I had  just  recovered  from  a very  se- 
vere attack  of  the  fever,  I was  not  able  to  be  up  much 
through  the  night.  After  tatoo,  I cautioned  the 
guard  to  be  vigilant,  and  ordered  one  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  as  the  centinels  could  not  see 
every  part  of  the  garrison,  to  walk  around  on  the  in- 
side during  the  whole  night,  to  prevent  the  Indians 
taking  any  advantage  of  us,  provided  they  had  any 
intention  of  attacking  us.  About  11  o’clock  I wus 
awakened  by  the  firing  of  one  of  the  centinels  ; I 
sprung  up,  ran  out,  and  ordered  the  men  to  their 
posts  ; when  my  orderly  sergeant  (who  had  charge 
of  the  upper  block-house)  called  out  that  the- Indians 
had 'fired  the  lower  block-house  (which  contained  the 
property  of  the  contractor,  which  was  deposited  in 
the  lower  part,  the  upper  having  been  assigned  to  a 
corporal  and  ten  privates,  as  an  alarm  post).  The 
guns  had  began  to  fire  pretty  smartly  from  both  sides. 
I directed  the  buckets  to  be  got  ready  and  water 
brought  from  the  well,  and  the  fire  extinguished 
immediately,  as  it  was  perceivable  at  that  time  ; but 
from  debility  or  some  other  cause,  the  men  were 
very  slow  in  executing  my  orders — the  word  fire  ap- 
peared to  throw  the  whole  of  them  into  confusion  ; 
and  by  the  time  they  had  got  the  water  and  broken 
open  the  door,  the  fire  had  unfortunately  communi- 
cated to  a quantity  of  whiskey  (the  stock  having 
licked  several  holes  through  the  lower  part  of  the 
building,  after  the  salt  that  was  stored  there,  through 
which  they  had  introduced  the  fire  without  being 
discovered,  as  the  night  was  very  dark)  and  in  spite 
of  every  exertion  wc  could  make  uae  or,  in  less  than 
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|f  moment  it  ascended  to  the  roof  and  baffled  every 
effort  we  could  make  to  extinguish  it.  As  that 
blockhouse  adjoined  the  barracks  that  make  part  or 
the  fortifications  most  of  the  men  immediately  gave 
themselves  up  for  lost,  and  1 had  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty in  getting  my  orders  executed — and,  sir,  what 
from  toe  raging  of  the  fire — tire  yelling  and  howling 
©f  several  hundred  Indians — the  cries  of  9 women  «nd 
children  (a  part  soldiers’  and  a part  citizens’  wives, 
who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  fort) — and  the  despond- 
ing of  so  many  of  the  men,  which  was  worse  than  all 
—1  can  assure  you  that  my  feelings  w.ere  very  unplea- 
sant— and  indeed  there  were  not  more  than  ten  or 
fifteen  men  able  to  do  a great  deal,  the  others  being* 
either  sick  or  convalescent — and  to  add  to  our  other 
misfortunes,  two  of  the  stoutest  men  in  the  fort, 
and  that  1 had  every  confidence  in,  jumped  the 
picket,  and  left  us.  But  my  presence  of  mind  did 
not  for  a moment  forsake  me.  1 saw,  by  throwing* 
off  part  of  the  roof  that  joined  the  block-house  that 
was  on  fire,  and  keeping  the  end  perfectly  wet,  the 
whole  row  of  buildings  might  be  saved,  and  leave 
only  an  entrance  of  18  or  2'J  feet  for  the  Indians  to 
enter  after  the  house  was  consumed  ; and  that  a tem- 
porary breast  work  might  be  erected  to  prevent  then- 
even  entering  there — I convinced  the  men  that  this 
could  be  accompli  shed  and  it  appeared  to  inspire 
them  with  new  life,  and  never  did  men  act  with  more 
firmness  or  desperation.  Those  that  were  able  (while 
the  others  kept  up  a constant  fire  from  the  other 
block-house  and  the  two  bastions)  mounted  the 
roofs  of  the  houses,  with  Dr.  Clark  at  their  head  (who 
acted  with  the  greatest  firmness  and  presence  of 
mind  the  whole  time  the  attack  lasted,  which  was 
7 hours),  under  a shower  of  bullets,  and  in  less  than 
a moment  threw  off  as  much  of  the  roof  as  was  ne- 
cessary. This  was  done  only  with  the  loss  of  one 
man  and  two  wounded,  and  1 am  in  hopes  neither  of 
them  dangerous — the  man  that  was  killed  was  a little 
deranged,  and  did  not  get  off  of  the  house  as  soon 
as  directed,  or  he  would  not  have  been  hurt — and 
although  the  barracks  were  several  times  in  a blaze, 
and  an  immense  quantity  of  fire  against  them,  the 
men  used  such  exertion  that  they  kept  it  under  and 
before  day  raised  a temporary  breast- work  as  high  as 
a man’s  head,  although  the  Indian*  continued  to  pour 
in  a heavy  fire  of  ball  and  an  innumerable  quantity  of 
arrows  during  the  whole  time  the  attack  lasted’  in 
every  part  of  the  parade.  I had  but  one  other  man 
killed,  nor  any  other  wounded  inside  the  fort,  and  he 
lost  his  life  by  being  too  anxious — he  got  into  one  of 
the  galties  in  the  bastions,  and  fired  over  the  pickets, 
and  called  out  to  his  comrades  that  he  had  killed  an 
Indian,  and  neglecting  to  stoop  down  in  an  instant 
he  was  shot  dead.  One  of  the  men  that  jumped  the 
pickets,  returned  an  hour  before  day,  and  running 
up  towards  the  gate,  begged  for  God’s  sake  for  it  to 
be  opened.  I suspected  it  to  be  a stratagem  of  the 
Indians  to  get  in,  as  I did  not  recollect  the  voice — I 
directed  the  men  in  the  bastion,  where  I happened 
to  be,  to’shoot  him  let  him  be  who  he  would,  and  one 
of  them  fired  at  him,  but  fortunately  he  ran  up  to  the 
other  bastion,  where  they  knew  his  voice,  and  Dr. 
Clark  directed  lum  to  lie  down  close  to  the  pickets 
behind  an  empty  barrel  that  happened  to  be  there, 
and  at  day  light  I had  him  let  in.  His  arm  was  broke 
in  a most  shocking  manner ; which  he  says  was  done 
by  the  Indians — which  I suppose  was  the  cause  of  his 
returning — I think  it  probable  that  he  will  not  reco- 
ver. The  other,  they  caught  about  130  yards  from 
the  garrison,  and  cut  him  all  to  pieces.  After  keep- 
ing  up  a constant  fire  until  about  six  o’clock  the  next 
morning,  which  we  began  to  return  with  some  effect 
after  day  light,  they  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  our 
guns.  A party  of  them  drove  up  the  horses  tljat  be- 


longed to  the  citizens  here,  and  as  they  could  not 
catch  them  very  readily,  shot  the  whole  of  them  in 
‘ cur  sight,  as  well  as  a number  of  their  hogs.  They 
drove  off'  the  whole  of  the  cattle,  which  amounted 
to  65  head,  as  well  as  the  public  oxen.  I had  the 
vacancy  filled  up  before  night,  (winch  was  made  by 
the  burning  of  the  block-house)  with  & strong  row 
of  pickets,  which  I got  by  pulling  down  tire  guard- 
house. We  lost  the  whole  of  our  provisions,  but 
must  make  out  to  live  upon  green  corn  until  we  can 
get  a supply,  which  lam  in  hopes  will  not  be  long. 
I believe  the  whole  of  the  Miamies  or  Weas  were 
among*  the  Prophet’s  party,  "as  one  chief  gave  his  or- 
ders in  that  language,  which  resembled  Stone  Eater’s 
voice,  and  I believe  Negro  Legs  was  there  likewise. 
A Frenchman  here  understands  their  different  lan- 
guages, and  several  of  the  Miamies  or  Weas,  that 
have  been  frequently  here,  were  recognized  by  the 
Frenchman  and  soldiers,  next  morning.  The  Indi- 
ans suffered  smartly,  but  were  so  numerous  as  to 
take  off  all  that  were  shot.  They  continued  with  us 
until  the  next  morning,  but  made  no  further  attempt 
on  the  fort,  nor  have  we  seen  any  thing  more  of  them 
since.  I have  delayed  informing  you  of  iny  situation, 
as  I did  not  like  to  weaken  the  garrison,  and  I look- 
ed for  some  person  from  Vincennes,  and  none  of  my 
men  were  acquainted  with  the  woods,  and  therefore 
I would  either  have  to  take  the  road  or  river,  which 
I was  fearful  was  guarded  by  small  parties  of  Indians 
that  would  not  dare  attack  a company  of  rangers  that 
was  on  a scout ; but  being  disappointed,  I have  at 
length  determined  to  send  a couple  of  my  men  by 
water,  and  am  in  hopes  they  will  arrive  safe.  I think 
it  would  be  best  to  semi  the  provisions  under  a 
pretty  strong  escort,  as  the  Indians  may  attempt  to 
prevent  their  coming.  If  you  carry  on  an  expedition 
against  the  Prophet  this  fail,  you  ought  to  be  well 
provided  with  every  thing,  as  you  may  calculate  on 
having  every  inch  of  ground  disputed  between  this 
and  there  that  they  can  defend  with  advantage. 

Wishing,  &c. 

(Signed)  Z.  TAYLOR. 

Ills  excellency  Gov.  Harrisox. 

Fort  IIarrisox,  Sep  t 13, 1812. 

Dear  Sir — I wrote  you  on  the  10th  instant,  givin  g 
you  an  account  of  the  attack  on  this  place,  as  well 
as  my  situation,  which  account  I attempted 
to  send  by  water,  but  the  two  men  whom  I dis- 
patched in  a canoe  after  night,  found  the  river  so 
well  guarded,  that  they  were  obliged  to  return.  The 
Indians  had  built  a fire  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  a 
short  distance  below  the  garrison,  which  gave  them 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  any  craft  that  might  atfempt 
to  pass,  and  were  waiting  with  a canoe  ready  to  in- 
tercept it.  I expect  the  fort,  as  well  as  the  road  to 
Vincennes,  is  as  well  or  better  watched  than  the 
river.  But  my  situation  compels  me  to  make  one 
other  attempt  by  land,  and  my  orderly  sergeant, 
with  one  other  man,  sets  out  to  night  with  strict  or- 
ders to  avoid  the  road  in  the  day  time,  and  depend 
entirely  on  the  woods,  although  neither  of  them  have 
ever  been  in  Vincennes  by  land,  r.or  do  they  know 
any  thing*  of  the  country,  but  I am  in  hopes  they  will 
reach  you  in  safety.  I send  them  with  great  reluc- 
tance from  their  ignorance  of  the  woods.  I think  it 
very  probable  there  is  a large  party  of  Indians  way- 
laying die  road  between  this  and  Vincennes,  likely 
about  the  Narrows,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting 
any  party  that  may'  be  coming  to  this  place,  as  the 
cattle  they  got  here  will  supply  them  plentifully  with 
provisions  for  some  time  to  come.  Please,  he.  kc. 

(Signed)  Z.  TAYLOR. 

His  excellency  Gov.  IIarrisox. 
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EXCHANGE  OF  PRISONERS.  j 

Copy  of  a letter  from  admiral  sir  J.  Duckworth, 
commanding  his  Britannic  majesty's  naval  forces  a* 
Newfoundland,  to  J).  Porter,  esq.  commanding  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Essex. 

St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  Aug1.  5,  1812 
Sin — Your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.  was  delivered  to 
me  yesterday  by  Mr.  M ‘Knight,  midshipman  or  the 
U.  States  frigate  Essex,  under  your  command. 

1 am  sensible  of  the  good  disposition  you  have 
evinced  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  war,  and  would 
gladly  have  embraced  your  proposal  for  an  exchange 
of  the  prisoners  that  we  have  respectively  made  ; but 
I am  sorry  to  say  that  at  the  present  moment  and  un- 
der the  peculiar  circumstances  of  tlie  case,  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  do  so. 

In  the  first  place,  I have  not  yet  received  those  in- 
structions from  my  government  which  I considered 
necessary  for  the  guidance  of  my  conduct  in  respect 
to  any  such  arrangement ; and  in  the  next,  the  offi- 
cer whom  you  charged  with  the  British  prisoners  has 
only  delivered  to  me  a list  of  their  names,  without 
producing  any  of  their  persons,  acquainting  me  that 
they  had  taken  the  vessel  from  him,  and  put  into  ano- 
ther port  of  this  . island. 

I can  only  therefore  assure  you  that  I shall  report  the 
matter  fully  to  his  majesty’s  government,  transmit- 
ting-a copy  of  your  letter,  and  of  the  list  of  British 
prisoners  by  which  it  is  accompanied. 

I have  had  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  to  Halifax 
the  voting  gentleman  whom  you  sent  to  me  ; an  op- 
portunity having  already  occurred — And  I have  writ- 
ten to  the  commander  in  chief  on  that  station,  re- 
questing that  he  will  endeavor  to  provide  the  means 
of  his  conveyance  to  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  bumble  servant, 
(Signed)  J.  T.  DUCKWORTH. 

To  Captain  Porter, 

Commandant  of  the  United  States  frigate  the  Essex. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Admiral  sir  J.  T.  Duckworth. 
To  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  dated, 

“ St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  August  31. 

<e  A vessel  captured,  as  the  Alert  has  been,  could 
not  have  been  vested  with  the  character  of  a cartel, 
until  she  had  entered  a port  of  the  nation  by  which 
she  had  been  captured  and  been  regularly  fitted  out 
from  thence.  For  every  prize  might  otherwise  be 
provided  with  a flag  of  truce,  and  proposals  for  an 
exchange  of  prisoners;  and  rendered  thus  effectual- 
ly secure  against  the  possibility  of  re-capture  ; while 
the  cruizing  ship  would  be  enabled  to  keep  at  sea 
with  an  undiminished  crew  ; the  cartels  being  always 
navigable  by  the  prisoners  of  war. 

“ Nevertheless,  I am  willing  to  give  proof  at  once 
of  mv  respect  for  the  liberality,  with  which  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Essex  has  acted,  in  more  than  one  in- 
stance towards  the  British  subjects Who  have  fallen 
into  his  hands  ; of  the  sacred  obligation  that  is  al- 
ways' felt,  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  a British  offi- 
cer; and  of  my  confidence  in  the  dispgsitioii  of  Ids 
royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  to  allay  the  violence 
of  war  by  encouraging  a reciprocation  of  that  cour- 
tesy by  which  its.  pressure!  upon  individuals  may  be 
so  essentially  diminished. 

“ On  the  4th  of  this  month,  a midshipman  of  the 
Essex  arrived,  and  presented  to  me  a letter  from  his 
captain,  proposing  an  exchange,  for  86  British  pri- 
soners. The  midshipman  had  however  been  placed 
alone  in  the  charge  of  one  of  the  captured  vessels, 
with  86  prisoners,  to  conduct  them  to  this  port.  A 
list  of  40  prisoners  of  the  same  description,  disposed 
«f  in  the  same  manner,  has  been  sent  to  me  by  the 


(commander  of  the  American  private  armed  sclir, 

the  liossie. 

“ It  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  protest  in  the  strongest 
manner  against  the  practice  of  conducting  exchang- 
es upon  terms  like  these  ; and  to  signify  to  you  that 
it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  incur,  in  fu- 
ture, the  responsibility  of  assenting  to  them.” 

MICHIGAN  TERRITORY. 

Regvlations  of  the  civil  gover  nment  of  the  territory  of 
•Michigan. 

Whereas  the  territory  of  Michigan  was,  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  August, ofie  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  ceded  by  capitulation  to  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  majesty;  and  the  American  flag  removed 
and  the  British  flag  substituted  on  the  same  <h»v  at 
noon  ; and  whereas  on  the  same  day  a proclaim-.!  ion 
•was  issued  by  Isaac  Brock,  Esq.  major-general,  com- 
manding his  majesty’s  forces  in  the  province  of  Up- 
per Canada,  &c.  &.  &c.  And  the  said  proclamation 
among  other  th  ings,  announces  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  territory,  that  “ wishing  to  give  an  early 
proof  of  the  moderation  and  justice  of  the  British 
government,  the  American  laws  heretofore  in  exist- 
ence shall  continue  in  force  until  his  majesty’s  plea- 
sure be  known,  or  so  long  as  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  said  territory  will  admit  thereof.”  And  whereas 
the  said  laws  cannot  be  carried  into  execution  ac- 
cording- to  the  effect  and  intention  so  announced  to 
the  inhabitants  without  providing  for  the  existence 
and  continuance  of  the  proper  civil  officers,  for  the 
execution  of  the  same,  and  without  the  necessary 
courts  and  other  judicial  authorities  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  amongst  the  said  inhabitants.  Now 
therefore  be  it  known,  that  I the  undersigned  Henry 
Proctor,  colonel  in  the  military  forces  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty,  now  commanding  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  do  make  and  establish,  for  the  time  being, 
the  following  regulations  for  the  civil  administration 
of  the  said  territory  : 

1st.  The  civil  officers,  remaining  in  the  country, 
shall  continue  .to  exercise  the  respective  functions 
appertaining  to  their  offices,  without  any  new  com- 
missions for  the  same,  and  those  offices  which  are 
suspended  by  the  departure  from  the  country  of  those 
holding  them,  shall  be  supplied  as  herein  after  pro- 
vided. 

2d.  The  civil  executive  powers  shall  be  exercised 
by  a civil  governor.  The  civil  governor  shall  appoint 
to  all  civil  offices,  which  are  or  shall  be  vacant,  and 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

3d.  Courts  of  justice  shall  be  held  as  usual.  . 

4th.  Legislative  provisions  need  not  be  adopted 
from  the  laws  of  any  of  the  American  states.  A 
majority  shall  not  be  necessary  when  any  of  the 
offices  are  vacant.  The  secretary  shall  make  two 
copies  of  all  executive  proceeding  and  legislative 
regulations,  one  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  for 
the  use  of  the  British  government,  and  the  other 
be  retained. 

5th.  The  expanses  of  the  civil  administration  shall 
be  defrayed  quarterly  by  the  proper  officer  in  the 
military  department,  paying  the  lawful  amount 
thereof  to  the  civil  treasurer.  The  duties,  customs 
revenues  accruing  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  paid  quarterly  by  the  collectors  to 
the  proper  officer  in  the  military  department. — 
'File  internal  duties  and  revenues  accruing  to  the 
territory  of  Michigan,  shall  be  paid  to  the  proper 
treasurers  thereof. 

6th.  The  undersigned  will  act  as  civil  governor  of 
the  territory  of  Michigan  for  the  time  being.  Au- 
gustus! B.  Woodward,  chief  justice  of  the  said  terri- 
tory, is  appointed  secretary.  The  offices  of  register 
and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  and  post  master  are 
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swnercedecl,  reserving' a full  right  to  adjust  all  ante- 
rior concerns.  All  officers  in  the  Indian  department 
are  superceded. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Detroit,^  the  21st  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
and  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  majesty’s 
reign. 

(Signed)  HENRY  PROCTOR,  Col. 

STORES  AT  DETROIT. 

The  following  statement  (says  the  JYaiional  Intelli- 
gencerJ was  given  by  a captain  in  the  4th  regiment, 
to  a brother  officer,  bv  whom  we  have  been  favored 
with  a perusal  of  it.  It  is  said  to  have  been  obtained 
from  the  quarter-master  of  that  army  : 

Memorandum  of  the  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  in  Detroit , 

16th  August,  1812,  the  day  of  the  surrender  of  that 

place  to  the  British,  forces , by  brigadier  general 

William  Hull. 

2600  muskets  and  accoutrements  stacked  on  the 
esplanade. 

450  muskets  and  accoutrements  brought  in  after 
the  surrender,  by  colonels  M ‘Arthur  and  Cass,  stack- 
ed on  tb.e  esplanade. 

700  muskets  in  the  hands  of  the  militia  of  the  Mi- 
chigan territory,  brought  in  and  stacked  on  the  es- 
planade. 

N.  B.  The  number  in  the  arsenal  not  known. 

9 24  pounders  mounted. 

27  iron  and  brass,  pieces  from  12  to  3 pounders,  4 
or  5 of  which  not  mounted. 

2 howitzers. 

1 mortar. 

480  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  for  the  24  pound- 
ers. 

600  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  for  the  6 pounders. 

for  the  other  ordnance  not  ascertained. 

200  cartridges  of  grape  shot  for  the  6 pounders. 

200  tons  of  cannon  ball  of  different  sizes. 

Ti  ic  shells  prepared  and  fixed,  not  ascertained, 
but  the  number  was  considerable. 

60  barrels  gun  powder. 

75,000  musket  cartridges  made  up. 

24  rounds  of  cartridges  in  possession  of  each  man. 

150  tons  of  lead. 

25  days’  provisions  on  band,  besides  120  pack- 
horse  loads  of  flour,  and  400  head  of  cattle,  at  the 
river  Raisin,  under  the  escort  of  capt.  Brush  and  300 
men  from  Chilicothe.  The  river  Iiaisin  is  36  miles 
from  Detroit.  And  under  the  same  escort  120  bbls. 
of  flour. 

2600  men  under  arms  in  Detroit,  besides  the  de- 
tachment of  450  men  under  cols.  M‘Arthur  and  Cass, 
who  had  been  sent  to  meet  capt.  Brush  at  the  river 
Raisin,  but  for  want  of  provisions  had  returned  on 
the  15th,  and  encamped  that  night  within  six  miles 
of  Detroit. 

MILITARY. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  state  of  Kentucky  lias  near- 
ly 15,000  of  her  citizens  under  arms.  Thousands 
of  them  have  marched  without  regular  commissions, 
neither  expecting-  or  caring  for  remuneration  from 
government. 

'l'he  citizens  of  Louisiana  are  organizing  them- 
selves and  volunteering  their  services. 

Our  iast  accounts  from  the  Missouri  territory, 
state  that  fort  Madison  was  besieged  by  the  British  j 
•allies,  400  strong. 

Many  companies  of  volunteers  are  organizing  in 
Virginia,  destined  for  Canada.  Among  them  safe 
many  of  the  most  respectable  young  men  of  the 
country  as  privates. 

Colonel  Russell,  with  1500  men,  left  Vincennes  on 
the  22nd  ult.  to  attack  or  disperse  the  Indians  ; but 


his  first  object  was  to  relieve  fort  Harrison,  as  men- 
tioned in  our  last. 

Tile  requisition  of  1500  men  from  Virginia,  des- 
tined to  join  Gen.  Harrison,  rendezvoused  at  Point 
Pleasant  the  latter  end  of  last  month. 

Every  day  is  adding  to  the  strength  of  our  forces 
on  the  frontiers. 

A regiment  of  volunteer  artillery  is  raising  in  Ul- 
ster  county,  New-York,  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
authorising  the  president  to  accept  50,000  men. 

Several  companies  have  also  been  formed  in  Con- 
necticut, under  the  United  States’  law  ; and  exertions 
are  making  by  the  state  to  organize  a body  of  troops. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Albany , dated  Set  ember  23  d. 

“ Since  the  disastrous  and  disgraceful  surrender  of 
Detroit,  all  seems  to  be  activity  at  this  place.  Yes- 
terday a sloop  arrived  here  from  New-York  with  112 
volunteer  seamen,  for  Lake  Ontario,  with  eight  24 
pounders  and  six  32’s  with  shot,  tkc.  which  proceed- 
ed onward  immediately.  300  more  seamen  are  daily 
expected  from  the  same  place,  part  of  them  the  crew 
of  the  John  Adams,  now  condemned  for  a prison 
ship.  About  a week  since,  120  ship  carpenters  pro- 
ceeded through  this  city  for  the  lakes,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  ships,  brigs,  gun  boats,  &c. 

I cannot  conclude  without  stating  what  is  reported 
here  to  be  the  force  at  Plattsburg,  the  rendezvous  of 
general  Bloomfield,  viz.  7000  regular  troops  ; I saw 
myself  more  than  4000  pass  through  this  and  Troy, 
with  Ransellaer’s  two  regiments — and  there  are  6000 
militia  under  Harrison. 

Utica,  (N.  Y.)  September  29. 

From  Cape  Vincent. — In  the  night  of  the  20th  inst. 
captain  Forsyth,  with  70  of  his  rifle  company  and  34 
militia  men,  embarked  on  board  a number  of  boats, 
at  Cape  Vincent,  and  went  over  to  a small  village 
called  Gananoque,  in  the  town  of  Leeds,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  king’s  store-house  at  that 
place.  They  landed,  unobserved,  a short  distance 
from  the  village,  a little  before  sunrise  on  the  morn- 
ing cf  the  21st,  but  were  soon  after  discovered  and 
fired  upon  by  a party  of  the  British,  consisting  of 
about  125  regulars  and  militia.  The  Americans  re- 
turned the  fire  with  so  much  effect,  that  the  British 
retreated  in  disorder,  and  were  pursued  to  the  vil- 
lage, where  they  again  rallied,  but  soon  finding  the 
contest  too  warm  for  them,  they  fled  over  a bridge 
and  made  their  escape,  leaving  behind  tc-n  of  their 
number  killed  (besides  several  who  were  seen  to  fall 
into  the  stream  as  they  were  fired  upon  when  passing 
the  bridge)  and  8 regulars  and  a number  of  militia 
prisoners.  Captain  Forsyth  bad  only  one  man  kill- 
ed and  one  slightly  wounded. The  number  of 

wounded  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  was  not  ascertain- 
ed. The  militia  prisoners  were  discharged  on  pa- 
role. Captain  Forsyth  and  liis  party,  with  8 prison- 
ers, about  60  stands  of  ai-ms,  two  barrels  of  fixed 
ammunition,  one  barrel  of  powder,  one  barrel  of 
flints  and  some  other  articles  of  public  property, 
which  they  had  taken  from  the  enemy,  then  returned 
to  /Cape  Vincent ; not,  however,  till  they  had  set  fire 
to  his  majesty’s  store-house,  which  was  consumed, 
together  with  a quantity  of  flour  and  pork. 

Canandaigua , September  29. 

The  Wat?.  The  military  movements  in  this  quar- 
tern. of  the  state,  begin  to  appear  respectable  and 
energetic,  and  indicate  that  something-  is  to  be  un- 
dertaken in  good  earnest.  Within  the  last  few  days 
the  following  forces  have  passed  through  litis  village 
for  the  Niagara  frontier. 

Col.  Mead’s  regiment  of  militia,  from  Chenango, 
Tioga,  and  Broom  counties — about  500  men. 

Col.  Stauuhank  regiment  from  Otsego,  500  militia. 
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Col.  Milton,  (from  Virginia)  with  a regiment  of 
United  States  troops,  about  400. 

A body  of  flying-artillery,  140  men,  with  four 
pieces  of  cannon,  ammunition  waggons.  See. 

Two  companies  artillery. 

Capt.  Ireland’s  rifle  corps  from  Seneca  count}  . 

Another  regiment  United  States  troops,  the  13th, 
left  Greenhush  on  the  18th  inst.  and  may  be  expected 
along  here  in  a few  days. 

Besides  the  above, several  detachments  are  moving 
from  this  country ; among  them,  captain  Hurt’s 
Artillery  company,  of  this  town ; major  Granger’s 
battalion  of  riflemen,  and  three  troops  of  horse 

Capt.  Hill’s  company  of  light  infantry,  of  Bristol, 
inarched  yesterday,  completely  armed  and  equipt. 

The  above  forces  were  accompanied  with  trains  of 
waggons,  loaded  with  tents,  camp  equippage,  &c. 

From  what  we  can  learn,  there  will  in  a short  time 
be  a force  of  8 or  10,000  men  on  the  Niagara. 

Similar  movements  are  making  towards  Plattsburg, 
with  a view,  probably,  to  make  a descent  near  Mon- 
treal, in  concert  with  that  preparing  at  Niagara. — 
Such  is  our  conjecture.  Repos. 

NAVAL. 

The  Comet  of  Baltimore,  returned  home  during 
the  present  week,  her  cruize  being  out,  with  about 
90  prisoners  on  board.  > She  has  captured  several  va- 
luable vessels,  and  has  not  been  chased  during  her 
cruise. 

A British  frigate  and  sloop  of  war  were  off  the 
B.dizeat  anchor,  the  beginningof  last  month. 

The  brave  Lt.  Morris  of  the  Constitution  frigate 
has  been  appointed  a captain  in  the  navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.- 

The  privateers  General  Armstrong,  of  19  guns  and 
159  men  and  Jack’s  Favorite,  5 heavy  gams  and  82 
men,  have  sailed  from  New-York.  The  large  and 
elegant  schooner  Revenge  heavily  armed  and  strong- 
ly manned,  with  the  privateers  Joseph  & Mary  and 
Liberty,  and  the  High  Flyer,  on  her  second  cruise, 
have  also  sailed  from  Baltimore.  Many  powerful 
vessels  are  at  sea  and  fitting  for  sea  from  the  eastern 
ports. 

The  privateer  Shadow,  said  to  have  been  lost,  was 
spoken  a short  time  since,  all  well. 

A letter  from  Wiscasset,  dated  Sept.  21,  says,  “we 
have  a fine  twenty-two  gun  brig  lately  built  here, 
which  is  to  sail  for  Boston  on  the  25th,  when  you  will 
have  a chance  of  viewing  a piece  of  beautiful  work- 
manship. We  tills  day  raised  a 32  gun  ship  upon 
the  same  model,  which  is  to  be  off  in  60  days,  as  was 
the  former  in  58.” 


American  Prizes. 
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191.  Brig  Hannah,  from  Oporto  for  Quebec,  with 
rum  and  fruit,  sent  into  Salem  by  the  Montgomery 
privateer. 

192.  Schooner  Mary,  from  Lisbon  for  Halifax, 
with  some  specie,  sent  into  ditto  by  ditto. 

193.  Brig' , sent  into  Castine,  by  the  Dart 

privateer. 

194.  Brig  Pomona,  2 guns,  captured  by  the  De- 
catur, and  sent  to  ILdifax  as  a cartel  with  prisoners. 

195.  Brig  Devonshire,  laden  with  fish,  captured 
bv  ditto,  and  sent  to  France  to  sell  her  cargo. 

196.  Brig- Concord,  captured  by  ditto,  and  burnt. 

197.  Brig' Hope,  by  ditto,  and  sent  to  Halifax  with 
prisoners,  as  above. 

(Tj'  The  Decatur  has  returned  to  port  after  a 
cruise  of  47  days,  during  which  she  captured  eleven 
vessels,  several  of  them  very  large  and  valuable, 
which  shall  be  duly  entered  as  they  arrive. 


198.  Schooner  Minorca,  from  Jamaica  for  Cuba, 
sent  into  Savannah  by  th£  Wasp  of  Baltimore. 

199.  Barque  William  and  Charlotte,  sent  into  Bos- 
ton by  the  Decatur  privateer. 

200.  Ship  M .riana,  from  St.  Croix  for  London,  600 
ton  g laden  with  sugar,  &c.  found  deserted  at  sea  by 
the  Governor  M'Kean  of  Philadelphia,  and  towed  in- 
to Norfolk. 

201.  Brig , laden  with  salt,  sent  into  Port- 

land by  the  Teazer  privateer. 

202.  Brig , captured  by  a -whale-boat  priva- 

teer, and  brought  into  Portland — the  vessel  cf  -war , 
being  carried,  to  port  on  the  deck  of  the  prize  ! 

203.  Brig  Isabella,  205  tons,  1 year  old,  laden  with 
crockery  ware,  iron,  &c.  sent  into  Portland  by  the 
Teazer. 

204.  Ship  , laden  with  timber,  bound  for 

England,  sent  into  Marblehead  by  the  Decatur  pri- 
vateer. 

205.  Brig  Diana,  from  London,  sent  into  Portland, 

by  the  Dart  privateer. 

206.  207,  208,  three  vessels  captured  by  the  Dol- 
phin of  Baltimore,  and  burnt. 


U.  States  Army — general  officers. 

Major-Generals. — Henry  Dearborn,  Tho’s  Pinck- 
ney. 

Brigadier-Generals. — Jas.W ilkinson,  Wade  Hamp- 
ton, James  Winchester,  Joseph  Bloomfield,  William 
Hull,  Tho’s  Flournoy,  John  Armstrong,  John  Chand- 
ler, Wm.  H.  Harrison,  John  P.  Boyd. 

Quarter- masler-general—ylovgica  Lewis. 

Adjutant- genend-^- Thomas  Cushing. 

Inspector-general — Alexander  Smyth. 


United  States  Navy. 

Appointments  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate , during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress : 

John  H.  Dent,  senior  master  commandant,  to  be 
captain  in  tlie  navy,  vice  Samuel  Nicholson,  de- 
ceaced.  ^ 

David  Porter,  John  Cassin,  and  Samuel  Evans,  now 
masters  commandant,  to  be  captains  in  the  navy  of 
the  U.  Slates. 

G.  W.  Reed,  now  a lieutenant,  to  be  a master  com- 
mandant in  the  navy. 

James  Wilson,  John  B.  Nicholson,  B.  V.  Hoffman, 
William  Peters,  Georg'e  Budd,  Thomas  A.  C.  Jones, 
John  M.  Funk,  Joseph  S.  Macpherson,  John  Porter, 
John  T.  Shubrick,  now  acting  lieutenants,  to  be  lieu- 
tenants in  the  navy. 

To  be  Pursers  in  the  navy,  under  the  nexv  regulations 
respecting  that  office. 

John  B.  Timberlake,  Richard  C.  Archer,  Isaac 
Garrets  on,  Gwynn  Harris,  Samuel  Hambleton,  Cle- 
ment S.  Hunt,  J.  R.  Wilson,  Samuel  Robertson,  Tho- 
mas I.  Chew,  John  R. Green,  Robert  C.  Ludlow,  Na- 
thaniel Lytle,  Thomas  Shields,  Robert  Pottinger, 
John  li.  Carr,  Samuel  Maffit,  Lewis  Deblois,  Alex- 
ander F.  Darragh,  Edwin  W.  Turner,  Henry  Denni- 
son, Ludlow  Dash  wood,  George  S.  Wise,  A. 
Thornton,  Humphrey  Magratli,  Edward  Fitzge- 
rald, Robert  Ormsby,  Edwin  T.  Satterwhite,  Janies 
M.  Halsey. 

To  be  Navy  Agents. — At  New  Castle,  James  Riddle 
— in  Tennessee,  William  Helms. 

Corps  of  Marines. — Richard  Smith,  now  senior 
lieutenant  in  the  corps  of  marines,  to  lie  a captain  in 
the  same,  vice  captain  H.  Caldwell,  deceased. 

Robert  MooSeiy,  James  Brown,  Charles  S.  Hanna, 
Alexander  Sevier,  Alfred  Grayson,  William  Strong 
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John  Urquhart,  John  Heath  and  Samuel  Bacon,  now 
second  lieutenants  in  the  corps  of  the  marines,  to  be 
first  lieutenants. 


Roads  from  Detroit  to  Chilicothe. 


From  Detroit  to 
K«d  Iliver 
JBrotvuKton 
Huron  River 
Osiisg  River 
Stoney  Creek 
Sandy  Creek 
Raisin  River 
PIea»&at  Town 
Reaver  Creek  * 

La  Bay  Town 
Rapids  of  tlie  Maumee 
Carron  River 
Blanche x Fork 
Fort  Necessity 
Fort  M'Arthur 
Solomon  Town  - 
Maiuu-y’s  Block-house 
Gun’s  Tavern 
Mad  River 
King1  Creek 
Urban.,  - - - 

Buck  Creek 
Deer  Creek  - 
New  London 
Sujar  Creek  - . 

Old  I own  ... 
Tinurion’s  7’avern  * 


MILKS. 

3 3 

15 

3 
6 

4 
2 

- 3 

- 3 

- 3 
6 

- 24 

• 30 

- 15 

16 

■ 16. 

15 
. 5 

5 

- 7 
- 5 

3 

. 9 

- 7 

6 

- 10 

6 

- 7 


Kirkpatrick’s  do . . 12 

Cliilioothe  ...  . . . 9 


72 

102 

117 

133 
149 

134 
169 
174 
181 
186 
189 
198 
205 
211 
221 
227 
234 
246 


Miscellaneou s A r ticl es . 

effects  of  this  presrup.g  treaty, 

JR  dative  strength  of  the  sovereigns  affected  by  it,  mid 
former  and  actual  state  of  those  powers  : abstracted 
from  the  most  eminent  and  authentic  German  jour- 
nals. 


AUSTRIA, 

Before.  Lots. 

Extent  12,183  square  miles.  1.258  1-2 
Population  25,581,194  souls.  2,651,194 
Revenue  118,886,000  florins.  20,080,000 


Gain.  Actual  state. 

194  11,204 

216,000  23,146,000 

1,200,000  100,000,000 


Extent 

Peculation 


BISHOP  OF  SALZBURD. 

222  sq.m.  86  1-2  86  1-2 

. . 200,000  souls.  266,331  236,33! 

. . 2,000,000  florins.  2,500,000  2,500,000 


phicai  Virtuosi ; but  as  an  article  of  curiosity,  it  is 
worthy  of  preservation. — To  be  sold  by  public  auc- 
tion, on  the  29th  April  (1809)  by  Iloak,  bookseller 
at  Leyden,  a curious  and  genuine  specimen  of  the 
labors  of  Laurens  Jansz,  commonly  called  Lauren* 
Coster ; the  original  inventor  of  the  art  of  printing. 
This  valuable  piece  of  antiquity  consists  of  a wooden 
printing  form,  in  a very  excellent  state  of  preserve 
tion  ; it  is  about  three  inches  long,  two  inches  broad, 
and  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick,  upon  which  an 
entire  page  of  a Latin  Horarium,  has  been  cut  in  in- 
verted characters,  and  of  which  two  impressions  have 
been  added  as  a specimen.  Also,  a geneologica!  ta- 
ble, written  upon  very  old  parchment,  but  perfectly 
legible,  of  the  progeny  of  Laurens,  by  whom  it  seems, 
this  document  has  been  preserved  since  the  15th 
century,  and  handed  clown  to  each  succeeding  gene- 
ration. This  geneology  commences  with  the  daugh- 
ter of  Laurens  Coster,  who  published  the  first  print- 
ed impression  in  the  year  1441,  and  closes  with  her 
descendants,  about  the  year  1585. 

Russia.  Recent  state  of  Russian  commerce. — From 
a very  interesting-  work  written  by  Count  Roman- 
zou,  entitled  “ State  of  the  commerce  of  the  Russian 
empire  from  1802  to  1808,”  we  learn  that,  in  the 
year  1803,  the  value  of  foreign  commodities  import- 
ed into  Russia,  amounted  to  55  millions  of  roubles, 
and  the  export  to  67  millions  of  roubles  ; the  duties 
amounted  to  111,000  roubles  more  than  in  the  preced- 
ing year.  In  1804,  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  com- 
mercial speculations,  the  imports  were  minus  6 mil- 
lions of  roubles  ; although,  even  then,  the  balance  in 
favor  of  Russia  amounted  to  9,517,440  roubles  ; but 
in  1803  it  amounted  to  21,590,958  roubles.  In  1805, 
notwithstanding  the  almost  total  stagnation  of  trade, 
the  imports  amounted  to  6 millions  of  roubles,  and 
tine  exports  to  13  j millions  of  roubles,  more  than  in 
1804.  The  balance  in  favor  of  Russia,  was  25  1-2 
millions  of  roubles.  The  exports  of  corn,  amount- 
ing to  more  than  20  millions  of  roubles,  exceeded 
those  of  the  preceding  year  by  12  millions  of  rou- 
bles. The  number  of  ships  arrived  at  and  departed 
from  Russian  ports  stood  as  follow  : 

Arrived.  Sailed. 


THE  ARCHDUKE  EERJ>.r  >TAHD. 
F.xtent  . . . . . 54  square  miles. 

Population  . . . . 157,000  souls. 

Revenue  ....  500,000  florins. 


BAVARIA. 


Extent  1,138  square  miles.  133 

Population  2.406,363  souls.  545,000 
Revenue  12,399,080  florins.  3,173,580 

WIRTSTHBEIiG. 

Extent  185  1-2  square  miles. 

Population  771,440  souls. 

Revenue  6,000,000  florins. 

BAT)  EX. 

Extent  147  square  miles. 

Population  - 440.000  souls. 

Revenue  5,000,000  florins. 


683  .3-4  1.689 

1.226.000  3.087,463 

7.136.000  16,361,500 


65  250  1-2 

185.600  957,010 

756.000  6,756,000 

60  1-2  197  1-2 

186,118  62,6.118 

600.000  5,600,000! 


Character  of  the  Spaniards,  from  Bishop  Bur- 
m t s History  of  his  own  Times,  1677. — The  late  king- 
told  me  in  these  campaigns,  tlie  Spaniards  were  both 
so  ignorant  and  so  backward,  so  proud  and  yet  so 
Weak,  that  they  would  never  own  their  feebleness, 
or  their  wants  ’to  him.  They  pretended  they  had 
stores  when  they  had  none,  and  thousands  when  they 
scarcely  had  hundreds.  He  had  in  their  councils  of- 
ten desired,  that  they  would  give  him  only  a true 
state  of  their  garrisons  and  magazines.  But  they 
always  .gave  it  false— -so  that  for  some  campaigns  all 
wa  s lost,  merely  because  they  deceived  him  in  the 
strength  they  pretended  they  had.  At  last  he  be- 
lieved nothing  they  said,  but  sent  his  own  officers  to 
examine  even'  thing. 

Leyden. — The  following  advertisement,  from  a 
London  newspaper  is  too  lute  fur  any  of  our  type^ ra- 


in 18^2  . . 3,739  . . 3,622 

1803  . . . 4,135  . . 4,157 

1804  . . 3,478  . . 3,471 

1805  . . 5,332  . . 5,085 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  them  English.  In  1808 
the  number  of  ships  trading  to  Russia  was — 

Arrived  . . 996.  Sailed  . . 926. 

Count  Schremetiew,  the  richest  subject'd]!  Russia, 
who  died  not  long  ago,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age, 
left  property  to  the  value  of  2 millions  sterling.  His 
annual  revenue  was  about  -€200, 000.  Ills  only  son  is 
an  infirm  boy,  of  about  six  years  of  age. 

Maroons.  Dallas,  in  his  history  of  the  Maroons,  II 
224,1-elates  a diverting  instance  of  the  efficacy  of  a ser- 
mon upon  a negro  congregation.  “Once  coming  out  off 
church,  a gentleman  who  had  attended  the  service, 
asked  one  of  the  captains  (of  the  Maroons,  when  in 
Nova  Scotia)  shivering- with  cold,  if  he  knew  what 
tlie  clergyman  had  said  ? “ Me  sabe  r”  or  “ how 
should  1 kn<3w  ?”  was  the  answer.  He  had  been 
smoking  his  pipe  with  some  while  others  were  asleep. 
The  gentleman  repeating  his  question  to  *****  » 
the  chief,  the  old  men  wishing  not  to  appear  igno- 
rant, replied  that  he  knew  very  well.  Jiassa  parson 
say,  no  mus  tiff,  no  mus  meddle  with  sumbody  "wife,  n« 
mus  quarrel , mus  set  down  softly.  This  lie  conceived 
must  be  implied  in  so  long  a talk  ; but  tlie  whole 
tendency  of  the  sermon  was  to  convince  the  Maroons 
that  they  were  happy,  and  to  excite  their  gratitude 
to  the  people  of  Jamaica  for  sending  them  to  Nova 
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Scotia ; and  it  contained  panegyrics  on  the  prince,  j 
the  commissary -general,  and  the  governor,  their 
best  friend.” 

War. — When  Christina,  queen  of  Sweden,  was  on 
her  journey  to  Rome, she  visited  the  French  academy, 
and  desired  them  to  proceed  in  the  allotted  business 
of  the  evening,  that  she  might  enjoy  their  conversa- 
tion. It  proved  to  be  the  revision  of  certain  articles 
of  their  Dictionary  of  the  French  language.  The 
phrase  under  discussion  was,  “ war  is  the  game  of 
kings.”  The  president  apologized  for  the  subject 
as  being  merely  accidental,  and  intending  no  reflec- 
tion on  crowned  heads.  The  queen  only  laughed, 
and  expressed  sentiments  which  have  been  happily 
conveyed  by  Cowper ; 

War  is, a game,  which  were  their  subjects  wise, 

Kings  should  not  play  at— 

Sour  wine  recovered  by  charcoal. — In  France  a Mr. 
Creve  has  discovered  a method  of  recovering  sour 
wine.  For  this  purpose  he  employs  powdered  char- 
coal. The  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the  Rhine 
have  bestowed  on  him  a medal,  as  a reward. 

JYeiv  machine  for  making  paper. — It  is  reported 
from  the  Society  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  of 
Caen,  that  M.  M.  Gabriel  Desetable  has  lately  pre- 
sented to  them  specimens  of  a manufacture  of  paper 
from  straw,  by  means  of  an  instrument  so  simple 
in  its  construction  that  any  person  who  pleases  may 
make  paper  equal  to  the  most  practical  workman. 
This  scheme  of  strawpaper  has  not  justified  expec- 
tation in  England  ; but  under  a machine  of  new  pow- 
ers, it  may  possibly,  at  least  become  more  tractable. 


The  Chronicle. 

The  loss  at  New-Orleans,  by  the  late  tremendous 
storm,  is  estimated  at  six  millions  of  dollars. 

Sir  John  B.  Warren  is  said  to  have  full  powers  to 
negociate  a peace,  for  which  purpose  it  is  further 
stated,  he  will  speedily  repair  to  Washington. 

We  notice  many  valuable  arrivals  at  the  several 
ports  of  the  United  States,  and  are  thankful  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  property  of  our  merchants  is,  or 
ought  to  be  at  home.  The  (t  ought,”  applies  to  those 
wiio  have  lately  risqued  it  to  Spain  and  Portugal — 
this  trade,  however,  is  prosecuted  with  increased 
vigor  ; flour  and  grain  have  risen  to  an  exorbitant 
price,  the  former  being  ll$  per  barrel.  Britain 
“ wants  flour  and  must  have  it.”  They  will  supply 
us  with  goods — we  will  supply  them  with  bread,  and 
so  the  war  will  jog  on  peaceably  enough  ! A current 
idea,  however,  prevails  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of 
congress  will  be  to  check  this  trade. 

The  British  government  have  given  orders  to  their 
cruizers,  not  to  detain  American  vessels  with  licen- 
ces, and  to  release  those  which  may  have  been  detain- 
ed. They  have  also  agreed  to  grant  licences  for  8 
months  to  permit  vessels  from  the  United  States  to 
proceed  to  Cadiz  and  Lisbon  with  provisions. 

There  lias  been  a riot  at  Sheffield  on  account  of  the 
high  price  of  flour,  which  lias  been  selling  at  9s.  per 
stone — nearly  14  cents  per  lb.  Lord  Milton  made  a 
speech  to  the  people,  urging  patience,  and  they 
stoned  his  lordship  for  his  pains. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  of  JBoston, 
dated  Gibraltar,  .ingest  5.  “ Yesterday  arrived  in 

the  bay,  in  the  ship  Alleghany,  col.  Leaf,  his  family, 
and  aii  the  Americans  from  Algiers,  driven  away  by 
the  Day.  Instant  war  was  expected  to  be  declared. 
On  the  13th  July,  a squadron  of  Algerine  cruizers, 
consisting  of  5 frigates,  3 corvettes,  2 brigs,  1 ze- 
beo,  1 schooner,  several  row  gallies  and  gun  boats, 
sailed  from  Algiers  to,  the  eastward  ; and  col.  Lear 
informs  me,  there  is  some  reason  to  apprehend  they 
had  orders  to  capture  American  vessels.  No  ves- 


sels under  ’the  Algerine  flag  have  passed  through 
these  straits  to  the  westward  ; therefore,  at  present 
there  is  no  danger.  We  can  always  know  when  they 
do  pass  from  the  English  men-of-war,  stationed  in 
the  gut.” 

Maryland  election. — The  political  aspect  of  the 
state  of  Maryland  lias,  been  completely  changed  by 
the  election  held  on  Monday  last.  Various  causes 
are  assigned  as  producing  this  effect;  the  chief  of 
which,  probably  was,  the  existing  diversity  of  sen- 
timent, in  seme  of  the  counties  (always  nearly  ba- 
lanced) as  to  the  presidency  ox  the  United  States. 

The  house  of  delegates  consists  of  80  members. 

Cecil,  Talbot,  Caroline,  Borcestcr,  Worcester, 
Somerset,  Alleghany,  Frederick,  Fnnce-George’s, 
Montgomery,  Calvert,  Charles  and  St.  Mart’s,  have 
returned  4 federal  members,  and  Kent  and  An.r.e- 
Arundel  two,  each,  making,  in  the  whole,  56  feder- 
alists. 

Harford,  Baltimore,  Washington  and  Queen- Anns 
have  returned  4 democratic  members,  and  Kent  and 
Anne  Arundle,  with  the  C ities  of  Baltimore  and  An- 
napolis, two  members  each,  in  all  24  democrats. — 1 
Federal  majority  32. 

The  senate  consists  of  15  members,  all  democrats 
— in  joint  ballot,  therefore,  to  elect  a governor  and 
council,  with  a senator  of  the  United  States,  to  serve 
after  the  4th  of  March  next,  in  place  of  Mr.  Reed, 
whose  term  expires,  there  will  be  a federal  majority 
of  seventeen  votes. 

Alleghany  and  Worcester  are  not  heard  from,  but 
supposed  to  be  federal.  The  political  character  of 
the  state  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  is  unchanged. 

We  have  London  advices  as  late  asAhe  21st  of  Au- 
gust. They  do  not  appear  to  contain  any  thing*  im- 
mediately interesting*  to  us,exccpt  that  the  destination 
of  the  89th  reg.was  changed  from  Portugal  to  Halifax. 

An  engagement  took  place  oh  the  25t  of  July,  be- 
tween the  advance  guard  of  the  Russian  army  under 
general  Bragation  and  the  French,  in  which  the  lat- 
ter are  said  to  have  been  defeated,  with  the  loss  of 
8000  men  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 


LONGEVITY. 

A gentleman  in  this  city  has  both  parents  living, 
who  have  been  in  the  state  of  wedlock  together  for 
upwards,  of  fifty  years  ; and  his  lady  has  a grandfa- 
ther and  grandmother  living  in  Connecticut,  who 
have  been  married  seventy-two  years , having  been 
married  in  the  year  1640,  the  year  the  parish  meet- 
ing-house was  built.  The  old  lady  was  SO  the  last 
month,  and  he  is  in  his  96th  year,  was  born  and  al- 
ways lived  on  the  same  farmland  has  two  brothers 
upwards  of  90  years  old  also,  one  of  which,  after 
passing*  his  90th  year,  drove  his  own  waggon  from 
Saratoga,  in  this  state,,  upwards  of  200  miles,  to  visit 
his  brother.  We  doubt  whether  an  instance  of  a ma- 
trimonial life  of  equal  length  can  be  found  in  history. 

A woman  was  lately  living  in  Nine  Partners,  in 
Dutchess  county,  in  this  state,  at  the  ag*e  of  104,  who 
had  followed  the  profession  of  a midwife,  and  had  a 
register  of 2740  births  at  which  she  had  attended. 

jY.  Y.  Columbian. 


' Assured  that  a publication  of  the  fact  will  give  pleasure  to  many 
of  the  editor’s  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  .he 
respectfully  states,  though  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  was  expected, 
a small  portion  of  the  subscribers  to  the  R gister  discontinued,  in- 
fluenced by  various  motives,  that  thy  work  is  every  day  strength- 
ened by  the  accession  of  new  patrons  ; within  the  last,  four  weeks 
they  amount  to  upwards  of  100,  m all  politu  al  parties.  But  many, 
very  many,  are  yet  in  arrears.  The  agents  are  politely  requested 
to  iurnisn  an  account  of  those  who  have  not  paid  ; the  work  is 

too  costly  to  be  furnished  on  the  prvr>nbility  of  payment. Tb® 

tonus  are  inserted  in  the  lirst  page  of  the  present  volume* 
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Constitution  of  New-Hamp shire. 

The  constitution  of  New-Hainpshi’c,  at  altered  and  amended  by  a 
convention  of  delegates  held  or  Com ord,  in  said  state,  by  adjourn- 
ment, on  the  second  Wednesday  of  February,  1792. 

PART  I. BILL  OF  JIJHHTS. 

Article  I.  All  men  arc  horn  equally  free  and  independent : There- 
fore, all  government,  of  right,  originates  from  tin-  people,  is  found- 
ed in  consent,  and  instituted  for  the  general  good. 

II.  All  men  liave.certain  natural, essential,  and  inherent  rights— 
among  which  are  the  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  ac- 
quiring, possessing,  and  protecting  property ; and,  in  a word,  of 
seeking  and  obtaining  happiness. 

III.  When  men  enter  into  a state  of  society,  they  surrender  up 
some  of  their  natural  rights  to  that  society,  iii  order  to  ensure  the 
protection  of  others  ; and  without  such  an  equivalent  the  surrender 
is  void. 

IV.  Among  the  natural  rights,  some  are  in  their  very  nature,  un- 
alienable, because  no  equivalent  can  lie  given  or  received  lbr  them. 
Ol  this  kind  are  the  rights  of  conscience. 

V.  Every  individual  lias  a natural  and  unalienable  right  to  wor- 
ship GOD  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  o wn  conscience  and  rea- 
son; and  no  person  shall  be  hurt,  molested,  or  restrained  in  his 
person,  liberty,  or  estate,  for  worshipping  God  in  the  manner  most 
agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  or  fur  his  religi- 
ous profession,  sentiments,  or  persuasion;  provided  he  doth  not 
disturb  the  public  peace,  or  disturb  others  in  their  religious  wor- 
ship. 

VI.  As  morality  and  piety,  rightly  grounded  on  evangelical  prin- 
ciples, will  give  the  best  and  greatest  security  to  government,  and 
will  lay,  in  the  hearts  of  men,  the  strongest  obligations  to  due 
subjection  ; and  as  the  knowledge  of  these  is  most  likely  to  be 
propagated  through  a society,  by  the  institution  of  the  public  wor- 
ship ot  the  Dtitj’,  and  of  public  instruction  in  morality  and  reli- 
gion ; therefore,  to  promote  these  important  purposes,  the  people 
of  this  state  have  aright  to  empower,  and  do  hereby  fully  empow- 
er the  legislature,  to  authorize,  from  time  to  time,  the  several 
towns,  parishes,  bodies  corporate,  or  religious  societies,  within  this 
state,  to  make  adequate  provision,  at  their  own  expense,  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  public  protestant  teachers  of  pietv,  reli- 
gion and  morality : 

v Provided  notwithstanding.  That  the  several  towns,  parishes,  bo- 
dies cot] mrate,  or  religious  societies,  shall  at  all  times  nave  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  electing  their  own  public  teachers,  and  of  contract- 
ing with  them  for  their  support  and  maintenance.  And  no  per- 
son, of  any  one  particular  religious  sect  or  denomination,  shall  ever 
be  compelled  to  pay  towards  the  support  of  the  teacher  or  teachers 
of  another  persuasion,  sect  or  denomination. 

But  this  snail  not  be  construed  to  free  a person  from  the  obliga- 
tions of  Ins  own  contract,  on  his  pretence  of  changing  his  religious 
persuasion  after  making  the  contract. 

And  whenever  a minister  is  settled  by  any  incorporated  town  or 
parish,  any  person  dissenting,  shall  have  liberty,  either  at  the  meet- 
ing, or  previous  to  the  ordination  of  the  minister,  or  within  one: 
month  after  the  vote  obtained  for  his  settlement,  to  enter  his  dis- 
sent with  the  town  or  parish  clerk,  against  paying,  or  contributing 
towardst.be  support  of  the  said  minister,  and  ail  minors  who,  after 
such  settlement,  shall  come  of  age,  and  all  inhabitants  of  such  town 
or  parish  who  are  absent  from  the  same  at  the  time  of  such  meet- 
ing or  settlement,  and  all  persons  who,  after  such  settlement,  move 
into  such  town  or  parish  to  reside,  shall  iiave  three  months  from  the 
'time  ol  their  coining  of  full  age,  returning  into  town,  or  moving 
Into,  reside  as  aforesaid,  respectively,  to  enter  their  dissent,  with  the 
town  or  parish  clerk,  as  aforesaid. 

And  all  persons  who  do  not  enter  their  dissent,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  bound  by  the  major  vote  of  such  town  or  parish,  audit  shall  be 
considered  as  their  voluntary  contract;  but  all  persons  who  enter 
their  dissent,  as  aforesaid, shall  not  be  bound  by  the  vote  of  such  town 
or  parish,  or  considered  a party  to  such  contract,  or  in  any  way 
be  compelled  to  contribute  towards  the  support  of  the  minister  ; 
nor  shall  any  person  be  compelled  to  contribute  towards  the  support 
sot.  the. minister,  who  slut II  change  from  the  sect  or  denomination 
ol  which  he  professed  to  be  when  he  settled,  to  any  other  persua- 
sion, sect  or  denomination. 

And  every  denomination  of  Christians,  demeaning  tliemselves 
quietly,  and  as  good  citizens  of  the  state,  shall  be  equally  under 
the  protection  of  the  law:  and  no  subordination  of  any  one  sect  or 
denomination  to  another,  shall  ever  be  established  by  law. 

And  no  tiling  herein  shall  be  understood  to  a .feet  any  former  con- 
tracts made  lor  the  support  of  the  ministry  ; but  all  such  contracts 
shall  remain, and  be  in  the  same  state  as  if  this  constitution  had  not 
been  made. 

VII.  The  people  of  this  state  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of 
governing  themselves,  as  a free,  sovereign  and  independent  state; 
and  do,  and  forever  hereafter  shall,  exercise  and  enjoy  every  pou- 
er,  jurisdiction,  and  right,  pertaining  thereto,  which  is  not,  or  may 
not  hereafter  be,  by  them  expressly  delegated  te  tb$. United  States 
•ol  America  in  congress  assembled. 

VOL.  ill. 
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VIII.  All  power  residing  originally  in,  and  being  derived  from 
the  jjcoplc.  all  the  magistrates  ami  officers  of  government,  are 
their  substitutes  and  agents,  and  stall  times  accountable  to  them. 

IX.  No  office  or  place  whatsoever,  in  government,  snail  be  h . re- 
ditan — the  abilities  and  integrity  requisite  in  all,  not  being  trans- 
missible to  posterity  or  relations. 

X.  Government  being  instituted  for  the  common  benefit,  pro* 
tection  and  security  of  the  whole  community,  and  not  for  tin:  pri- 
vate interest  or  emolument  of  anyone  man,  family,  or  class  of 
men  : therefore,  whenever  the  ends  of  government  are  pervert- 
ed, or  public  liberty  manifestly  endangered,  and  all  oilier  means  of 
redress  are  ineffectual,  the  people  may.  and  of  right  ought  to,  re- 
form the  old,  or  establish  anew  government.  The  doctrine  of 
non-resistance  against  arbitrary  power  and  oppression,  is  absurd, 
slavish,  and  destructive  of  the  good  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

XI.  All  elections  ought  to  Ire  free,  and  every  inhabitant  of  the 
state,  having  the  proper  qualifications  has  an  equal  right  to  elect, 
and  be  elected,  into  office. 

XII.  Every  member  of  the  community  has  a right  to  be  pro- 
tected by  it  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty  and  property  ; lie 
is  therefore  bound  to  contribute  his  share  to  the  ex  pence  of  such 
protection,  and  to  yield  his  personal-  service  when  necessary,  or  an 
equivalent.  But  rio  part  of  a man’s  property  shall  betaken  from 
him,  or  applied  to  public  uses,  without  bis  own  consent,  or  that  of 
the  representative  body  of  the  people.  Nor  are  the  inhabitants  of 
this  state  controlable  by  any  other  laws  than  those  to  which  they, 
or  their  representative  body  have  given  their  consent. 

XIIj.  No  person  who  is  conscientiously  scrupulous  about  the 
lawfulness  ot  bearing  arms,  siialibe  compelled  thereto, provided  he 
wiii  nny  anfequivalent. 

XIV.  Every  citizen  of  this  state  is  entitled  to  a certain  remedy, 
by  having  recourse  to  the  laws,  for  all  injuries  he  may  receive  in 
his  person,  property,  or  character;  to  obtain  right  and  justice 
freely,  without  being  obliged  to  purchase  it  ; completely,  and 
without  denial  ; promptly,  and  without  delay,  conformable  to  the 
Laws. 

XV.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  any  crime,  or  off.  nee, 
until  the  same  is  fully  and  plainly,  substantially  and  formally,  de- 
scribed to  him  : nor  be  compelled  to  accuse  or  furnish  evidence, 
against  himself  And  every  person  shall  have  a right  to  produce 
all  proofs  that  may  be  favorable  to  himself;  to  meet  the  witnesses 
against  him,  lace  to  face;  and  to  be  fully  heard  in  his  define;; 
by  himself  and  counsel.  And  no  person  shall  be  arrested;  impri- 
soned, despoiled,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities  or  privi- 
leges, put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  exited  or  “deprived  of 
his  life,  liberty  orestate,  but  by  the  judgement  of  Ms  peers,  or  the 
law  of  the  land. 

XVI.  No  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  tried  after  an  acquittal,  fof 
the  same  cn me  or  offence.  Nor  shal}  the  legislature  make  any 
law  that  shall  subject  any  person  to  a capital  punislunent  (except- 
ing for  the  government  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  militia  in 
actual  service)  without  trial  by  jury. 

XVII.  Iff  criminal  prosecutions  the  trial  of  facts,  in  the  vicinity 
where  they  happen,  is  so  essential  to  the  security  of  the  life,  liber- 
ty and  estate  of  the  citizens,  th  it  no  crime  or  offence  ought  to  be 
tried  in  any  other  county  than  that  in  which  it  is  committed,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  general  insurrection  in  any  particular  county, 
when  it  shall  appear  to  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts  that  an 
impartial  trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  county  where  the  offence  may 
be  committed,  and  upon  their  report  the  legislature  mail  think 
proper  to  direct  the  trial  in  the  nearest  county  in  which  an  im- 
partial trial  can  be  obtained. 

XVIII.  All  penalties  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  nature  of 
the  offence.  No  wise  legislature  will  affix  the  same  punishment 
to  the  crime^pf  theft,  forgery  and  the  line,  which  they  do  toth;;S3 
of  murder  and  treason.  Where  the  same  undistinguished  severity 
is  exerted  against  ail  offences,  thepeopb-are  led  to  forget  the  r al 
distinction  in  the  crimes  themselves,  and  to  commit  the  mosi  fla- 
grant with  as  little  compunction  as  they  do  the  lightest  offences* 
For  the  same  reason,  a multitude  of  sanguinary  laws  is  both  impoli- 
tic and  unjust.  The  true  design  of  ail  punishments  being  to  re- 
tor m,  not  to  exterminate,  mankind. 

XIX.  Every  person  hath  a right  to  be  secure  from  all  unreason- 
able searches  and  seizures  of  his  person,  his  houses,  his  papers, 
and  all  his’ possessions.  Therefore,  ail  warrants  to  search  suspect- 
ed places,  or  arrest  a person  lor  examination  or  trial,  in  nrosgeur 
tions  lbr  criminal  matters,  are  contrary  to  this  right,  if  the  cause 
or  foundation  of  them  he  not  previously  supported  by  oath  or  af- 
firmation ; and  if  the  order  in  a warrant  of  a civil  officer,  to  make 
search  in  suspected  places,  or  to  arrest  one  or  more  suspected  per- 
sons, or  to  seize  their  property,  be  not  accompanied  v.  ith  a special 
designation  of  the  persons  or  objects  of  search,  arrest  or  seizure  }. 
and  no  warrant-ought  to  be  issued,  but  in  cases  and  wica  the  for- 
malities prescribes!  by  law. 

XX.  In  nil  controversies  concerning  property,  and  in  all  suits  be- 
tween two  or  more*  persons,  excepting  in  cases  wherein  it  hath  been 
heretofore  otherwise  used  and  practised,  the  parties  have  a right  to 
a triai  by  jury  ; and  this  right  shall  be  deemed  sacred  arid  inviola- 
ble; but  the  legislature  may,  by  the  eenstitw^iwj  be  empoWjsreA,. 
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to  make  such  regulations  as  will  prevent  parties  from  haviiig  as  days  next  preceding  the  said  last  Wednesday  of  October ; and  sliaflf 
many  trials  by  jun , in  the  same  suit  or  action,  as  hath  been  lure-  be  styled.  The  General  Court  of  Jsnf-llambshire. 
to'lbre  allow  id  ami  p aetised,  and  to  extend  the  civil  jurisdiction  o!  The  general  court  shall  forever  have  full  power  and  authority 
justices  ofAhe  peace  to  life  trials  of  suits  win  re  the  sum  demanded  to  vr-ct  and  constitute  judicatures  am!  courts  of  record,  or  other 
hi  daiuagi  s doth  not  exc  ed  four  pounds,  saving  the  right  ol'  ap-  courts,  to  be  balden  in  the  name  of  the  state  !or  the  hearing,  tv\  ing 
peril  to  either  party.  But  no  such  regulations  shall  take  away  the  ami  determining,  fill  manner  of  crimes,  offences,  pleas,  processes, 
right  of  triaiby  jury,  i:.  any  case  not  m this  article  before  except-  plaints, actions,  causes,  matters,  and  tilings  whatsoever,  arising  or 
t il.  i ir. less  in  cos.  s r speciing  mariners’  w ages.  nsppi-ning  will, in  this  state,  or  between  or  concerning  persons  in- 

XXI.  In  order  to  reap  t.'n  f-.tliisi  advantage  of  the  inestimable  j liaoiting  or  residing,  or  brought  within  the  same,  w ' etlnr  the 

privilege  of  the  trial  by  jury,  great  care  ought  to  be  taken  that  1 same  he  criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  the  crimes  be  capital  or  not 
jtone  but  qualified  persons  should  be  appointed  to  serve  ; ami  capital,  and  whether  tin  said  pleas  lie  real,  personal  or  mixed  ; — 
such  ought  to  be  fully  compensated  lor  their  travel,  time  and  at-  and  tor  awarding  and  issuing  execution  thereon.  To  which  courts 
tendance.  laud  judicatories,  arc  hereby  given  and  granted,  full  power  and 

XXII.  The  liberty  of  the  f>rc<ts  is  essential  to  the  security  of  | authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations, 

1 ' e - r-  • - - ->  \ 'oL.  tjie  better  discovery  of  truth  in  any  matter 


freedom 

XXII 


in  a state  ; It  ought,  t!i 


for. 


to  he  inviolably  preserved. 
R;  trospeetivc  laws  are  highly  injurious,  oppressive  and 
no  lust.  No  such  laws,  tlnre&ve  should  be  made,  either  for  the  de- 
cision ofieivii  causes,  or  the  punishment  of  offences, 

XXIV.  A well  regulated  militia  is  the  proper,  natural,  and  sure 
del-  nee,  .of  a stair. 

XXV.  Standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought 


controversy,  or 

lep ending  b(  fore  them". 

And  farther,  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  given  and  grant- 
ed to  tlte  said  general  court,  from  time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain 
and  establish,  all  manner  of  wholesome  and  reasonable  orders,  laws 
statut  s,  ordinances,  directions  and  instructions,  either  with  penal- 
ties or  without,  so  as  the  same  be  notaepugnant  or  contrary  totlvis 


-v.-.  i.  dimming  armies  are  tiantrevous  to  ituertv.  am;  murut  . . - . . 1 - • , . . 

not  to  be  raised,  or  kept  up,  without  the  consent' of  the  iegis-  «-oustiU,f| ;<>>», as  they  may  judge  tor  the  nenebt  and  w Rare  ot  this 


lauire. 

XXVI.  In  a!!  cases,  and  at  all  times,  the  military  ought  to  lie  un- 
is- strict  suboitlinatioii  to,  and  governed,  by  tiie  civil  power. 

XXVI!.  No  soldier,  in  time  of  peace,  shall  be  quartered  in  any 
Louse,  without,  the  consent  of  the  owner ; and  in  time  ofw'ar,  such 
quarters  ought  not  to  he  made  hut  by  the  civil  magistrate,  in  a 
man; ;er  ordained  by  the  legislature. 

XXVlIi.  No subsidy,  chargr,  tux,  impost,  or  duty,  shall  be  esta- 
blished, fixed,  laid  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,  without 
the  consent  of  the  people.  or  their  representatives  in  tiie  legislature, 
.or authority , derived  from  that  body. 

XXIX.  Die  power  of  suspending  the  law  s,  or  the  execution  of 
them,  ought  never  to  be  exercised  but  by  tiie  legislature,  or  by  au- 
thority derived  therefrom,  to  he  exercised  in  such  particular  cases 
only  as  the  legislature  shall  expressly  provide  for. 

XXX.  The  freedom  of  deliberation,  speech,  anc!  debate,  i»  either 
house  of  the  legislature,  is  so  essential  to  the  rights  of  the  people, 
that  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  action,  complaint,  or  prose- 
cmion  in. any  other  court- or  place  whatsoever. 

XXXI.  The  legislature  shall  assemble  for  the  redr  ss  of  public 
grievances,  and  for  making  such  laws  as  tiie  public  good  may  re- 
quire. 

XXXII.  The  people  have  aright,  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable 
manner,  to  assemble  and  consult  upon  the  public  good,  give  in- 
structions to  their  representatives,  and  to  request  of  tlte  legislative 
•body,  by  w'ay  of  petition  or  remonstrance,  redress  of  the  wrongs 
done  them,  and  of  the  grievances  they  s inter. 

XXXIII.  No  magistrate  or  court  of  law  shall  demand  excessive 
hail  or  sureties,  impd.se  excessive  fines,  or  inflict  cruel  or  unusual 
punishments.  - 

XXXIV.  No  person  can  in  any  case  be  subjected  to  law  martial, 
or  to  any  pains  or  penalties  by  virtue  of  that  law,  except  those 
employed  in  the  army,  or  navy,  and  except  tiie  militia  in  actual 
service,  but  by  authority  oftlie  legislature. 

XXXV.  It  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  every 
individual,  his  life,  liberty,  property,  and  character,  that  there  be 
an  impartial  interpretatioujof  the  laws  and  administration  of  jus- 
tice. It  is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  be  tried  by  judges  as  im- 
partial as  the  lot  ofhumanity  w ill  admit.  It  is  theretbre  not  only 
the  best  policy,  but  for  the  security  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  that 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  should  hold  their  offices 
so  long  as  they  behave  well ; subject,  however,  to  such  limitations, 
on  account  of  age,  as  may  be  provided  by  the  constitution  of  the 
state  ; and  that  they  should  have  honorable  salaries,  ascertained 
and  established  by  standing  laws. 

XXXYIi  Economy  bt  i1  g a most  essential  virtue/  in  all  states, 
especially  in  a young  one  ; no  pension  shall  be  granted  bttt  in  con- 
sideration of  actual  services  ; and  such  pensions  ought  to  be  grant- 
ed with  great  caution  by  the  legislature,  aud  never  formbre  than 
one  year  at  a time. 

XXXVII.  In  the  government  of  this  state,  the  three  essential 
powers  thereof,  to  wit,  the  legislative,  executive  and  judicial, 
ought  to  be  kept  as  separate  from,  and  independent  of,  each  other, 
as  .the  nature  of  a free  government  will  admit,  or  as  is  consistent 
with  that  chain  of  connexion  that  binds  the  whole  fabric  oftlie 
•constitution  in  one  indissoluble  band  of  unity  and  amity. 

XXXVIII.  A frequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
- pies  of  the. constitution, 'and  a constant  adherence  to  justice,  mode- 
ration,, temperance,  industrjv/rugalityjaud  all  the  social  virtues, 
are  indispensably  necessary  to  prt  serve  the  blessings  of  liberty  and 
.good  government ; the  people  ought,  therefore,  to  have  a particu 
i.ar  regard  to  ail  those  principles  in  tiie  choice  of  their  officers  ami* 
representatives  : And  they  have  a right  to  require  of  their  law -giv- 
ers and  magistrates  an  exact  and  constant  observance  of  thern  in 
the  formation  and  execution  of  the  laws  necessary  tor  the  good  ad' 

. ministration  of  the  government. 

FABT  IT. FOUai  OF  ROTFlUfMEST. 

THE  people  inhabiting  the  territory  formerly  called  the  pro- 
vince of  New-IIampsliire, do  hereby  solemniv  and  mutuallv agree 
with  each  other,  to  form  themselves  into  a free,  sovereign  • aiid  inde- 
pendent body  public,  or  stare,  by  the  name  of  the  Stale  of  New- 
Ha  mp3  hire. 

OEXTUAT.  COFltT. 

THE  supreme  legislative  power,  within  this  state,  shall  be  vest- 
ed in  tdP  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  each  of  w hich  shall 
have  a jirgjutiye  of.  the  otlnr. 

The  Senate  and  House  snail  assemble  every  year  on  the  iast 
Wednesday  of  October,  and  m such  other  times  as  they  may 
judge  lMetwssary  j and  shall  dissolve,  and  be  dissolved,  seven 


state,  and  lor  the  governing  and  ordering  thereof,  and  of  the  citi- 
zens ofilie  same,  for  the  necessary  support  and  defence  of  the  go- 
vernment thereof;  and  to  name  and  settle  annually,  or  provide- 
by  fixed  laws  (or  the  naming  and  settling  nil  eiril  officers  within 
this  state;  such  officers  excepted, the  election  aud  appointme.it  of 
whom  are  heivaftcr  in  this  lorn,  of  government  othe  wise  provided 
lor  ; and  to  set  forth  the  several  duties,  powers,  aim  li:  fins  of  the 
several  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  stare,  and  the  ferns  of  such 
oaths  or  affirmations  as  shall  be  respectively  administered  unto 
them,  for  the  execution  of  their  several  offices  and  places,  so  as  the 
same  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  constitution  ; and  also 
to  impose  fines,  mulcts,  imprisonments,  and  other  punishments; 
and  to  impose  and  levy  proportional  and  reasonably  assessments, 
rates,  and  taxes,  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of,  and  residents  within, 
the  said  state;  and  upon  sill  estates  within  the  same ; to  be  issu- 
ed and  disposed  of  by  warrant,  under  the  band  of  the  governor  of 
this  state  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  consent  oftlie 
council,  for  the  public  service,  in  tiie  necessary  defence  and  sup- 
port of  the  government  of  this  state,  and  the  protection  and  preser- 
vation of  tiie  citizens  thereof,  according  to  such  acts  as  are,  or  shall 
b;-,  in  force  within  the  same. 

A>nd  while  the  public  charges  of  government,  or  any  part  there- 
of, shrill  be  assessed  on  polls  anct  estates  in  themam.ee  that  has 
been  heretofore  practised  ; in  order  that  such  assessments  may 
be  made  with  equality,  there  shall  be  a valuation  oftlie  estates  with- 
in the  state,  taken  anew  once  in  every  live  years  at  least,  and  as 
u eh  ot tener  as  the  general  court  shall  order. 

No  number  of  the  general  court  shall  take  fits,  be  of  counsel  or 
act  as  advocate,  in  any  cause  before  either  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture ; and  upon  due  proof  thereof,  such  member  shall  forfeit  his 
seat  in  the  legislature. 

The  doors  of  the  galleries  of  each  house  of  the  legislature  shall 

the 
quire 

secrecy. 

SENATE.' 


bekf*pt  obento  all  persons  who  behave  decently,  except  when  tin 
welfare  ot  the  state,  in  the  opinion  of  either  branch,  shall  require 


THE  Senate  shall  consist  of  thirteen  members,  who  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  one  yearffrom  the.  last  Wednesday  of  October  next 
ensuing  tln-ir  election, 

A;ul  that  the  state  may  be  equally  represented  in  the  senate,  the 
legislature  shall,  from  time  to  time,  divide  the  state  into  thirteen 
districts, -as  nearly  equal  as  may  be  without  dividing  towns  and  un- 
incorporated places ; and  in  making  this  division,  they  shall  go- 
vern themselves  by  the  proportion  of  public  taxes  paid  by  the  said 
districts,  and  timely  make  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  state 
the  limits  of  each  district. 

The  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  each  district,  qualified 
as  in  this  constitution  is  provided,  shall  annually  give  in  their  votes 
fora  senator,  at.  some  meeting  hoide»in  the  month  of  March. 

The  senate  shall  be  the  first, branch  of  the  legislature;  and  the- 
.senators  shall  be  chosen  in  the  follow  ing  manner,  viz:  Every  male 
inhabitant  of  each  town,  and  pariah  with  town  privileges,  and 
places  unincorporated,  in  this  state,  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
upwards,  excepting  paupers  and  persons  excused  from  paying  taxes 
at.  their  own  request,  shall  have  a right,  at  the  annual  or  other 
meetings  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  towns  and  parishes,  to  he  duly 
w arned  and  holden  annually  forever  in  the  month  of  March,  to  vote 
in  the  town  or  parish  wherein  he-  dwells,  for  the  senators  in  the 
county  or  district  whereof  he  is  a member. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
elected  a senator,  who  is  not  seized  of  a freehold  estate,  in  his  owrn 
right,  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds,  lying  within  this  state, 
who  is  not  of  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  who  shall  not  have  been 
an  inhabitant  of  this  state  for  seven  years  immediately  preceding 
his  election,  and  at  the  time  thereof  iie  shall  bean  inhabitant  of 
the  district  ior  which  he  shall  hetdlosen.- 

And  every  pi  rson,  qualified  as  the  constitution  provides,  shall 
be  considered  an  inhabitant  for  the  purpose  of  electing  and  being 
elected  into  any  office  or  place  within  this  state,  in  the  town,  pa- 
rish, and  plantation,  where  lie  dwell- ‘tit  and  hath  his  home. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  and  places  unincorporated, 
qualified  as  this  constitution  provides,  who  are  or  shall  be  requir- 
ed to  assess  taxes  upon  themselves  towards  tin  support  of  got  em- 
inent, or  shall  he  taxed  therefor,  shall  have  the  same  privilege  of 
voting  for  senators,  in  the  plantations  ami  places  wherein  they  re- 
side, as  the  inhabitants  of  the  l-speetiye towns  and- parishes  afore- 
said have.  And  the  meetings  of  st.ch  plantations  and  -places  lor 
that  purpose  shall  he  holden  annually  in  the  month  of  March,  at 
such  places  respectively  therein  as  the  assessors  thereof  shall  direct  V 
winch  assessors  shall  Lave  like  authority  for  notifying  the  elector^. 
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eollming  and  returning  the  votes,  as  the  selectmen  and  town- 
fclerks  have  in  their  several  lowns  by  this  constitution. 

The  meetings  for  the  choice  of  governor,  council  and  senators, 
shall  lie  warned  bv  warrant,  from  the  selectmen,  and  governed  by 
a moderator,  >vho  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  selectmen,  (whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  attend)  in  open  meeting,  receive  the  votes  of  all 
t!ie  inhabitants  of  such  towns  and  parishes  present,  and  qualified 
to  vote  for  senators  ; and  shall,  in  said  meetings,  in  presence  of 
the  said  selectmen  and  of  the  town-clerk,  in  said  meeting,  sort  and 
count  the  said  votes, and  make  a public  declaration  thereof,  with 
the  name  of  every  person  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  for 
each  person  : and  the  town-clerk  shall  make  a fair  record  of  the 
same  at  larg  , in  the  town-book,  and  shall  make  out  a fair  attested 
copy  thereof,  to  be  by  him  sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the  secretary 
of  the  state,  with  a superscription  expressing  the  purport  thereof: 
and  tiu-  said  town-clerk  shall  cause  such  attested  copy  to  be  dali- 
veml  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in  which  such  town  or  parish  shall 
lie,  forty  days  at  least  before  the  last  Wednesday  of  October ; or  to 
the  secretary  of  the  state  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  said  last 
Wednesday  of  October : and  the  sheriiTof  each  county,  or  his  depu- 
ty, shall  deliver,  all  such  certificates  by  him  received,  into  the  st- 
cretary’s  office,  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  last  Wednesday  of 
October. 

And  that  there  may  be  a due  meeting  of  senators  on  the  last 
Wednesday  of  October  annually,  the  governor  and  a majority  of 
ihecoiHicil,  forthe  time  being,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  examine 
the  returned  copies  of  such  records,  and  fourteen  days  before  the 
said  last  Wednesday  of  October,  he  shall  issue  bis  summons  to  such 
persons  as  appear  to  be  chosen  senators  by  a majority  of  votes,  to 
attend  and  take  their  seats  on  that  day. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  for  the  first  year  the  said  returned 
copies  shail  be  examined  by  the  president,  and  a majority  of  the 
council  then  in  office  : And  the  said  president  shall,  in  like  man- 
ner, notify  the  persons  elected,  to  attend  and  take  their  seats  ac- 
cordingly. 

And  in  case  there  shall  not  appear  to  he  a senator  elected  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  for  any  district,  the  deficiency  shall  be  supplied 
in  the  following  manner,  viz.  The  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  such  senators  as  shall  lie  declared  elected,  shall 
take  the  names  of  the  two  persons  having  the  bight  st number 
of  votes  in  the  district,  and  out  of  them  shall  elect,  by  joint  ballot 
the  senator  wanted  for  such  district  ; and  in  this  maimer  all  such 
vacancies  shall  be  filled  up  in  every  district  of  the  state;  and  in 
line  -manner,  all  vacancies  in  the  senate,  arising  by  death,  removal 
out  of  the  state,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  supplied  as  soon  as  may  be 
al'mr  such  vacancies  happen. 

The  senate  shall  be  final  judges  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed  out  in  this  con- 
stitution. 

The  senate  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  themselves,  provided 
auch  adjournment  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a time. 

Provided  nevertheless , That  whenever  they  shall  sit  on  the  trial 
of  any  impeachment,  they  may  adjourn  to  such  time  and  place  as 
they  may  think  proper,  although  the  legislature  be  not  assembled 
on  such  day,  or  at  such  place. 

The  senate  shall  appoint  their  president  and  other  officers,  and 
determine  their  own  rules  of  proceedings : and  not  less  than  seven 
lm-mbtrs  of  the  senate  shall  make  a quorum  fordoing  business  ; 
and  when  iess  than  eight  senators  shall  be  present,  the  ussent  of 
five  at  least  shall  be  necessary  to  render  their  acts  and  proceedings 
valid. 

The  senate  shall  be  a court,  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
hear,  try,  and  determine  all  impeachments  made  by  the  house  of 
representatives  against  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  state,  tor 
bribery,  corruption,  mal-practice  or  mai-adiniuistratiou  in  of- 
fice ; with  full  power  to  issue  summons,  or  compulsory  pro- 

cess, for  convening  witnesses  before  them,  with,  ail  necessary 
powers  incident  to  acourt  of  trials ; but  previous  to  the  trial  of  any 
such  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  senate  shall  be  respectively 
sworn  truly  anil  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in 
question,  according  to  evidence.  And  every  officer  impeach- 
ed for  bribery,  corruption,  mal-practice,  or  mal-administration  in 
office,  shall  be  served  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  impeachment, 
and  order  of  the  senate  thereon,  wish  such  citation  as  the  senate 
may  direct,  setting  forth  the  time  and  place  of  their  sitting  to  try 
the  impeachment;  which  service  shall  be  made  by  the  sheriff,  or 
such  other  sworn  officer  as  the  senate  may  appoint,  at  least  four- 
teen days  previous  to  the  time  of  trial ; and  such  citation  being  du- 
ly  served  and  returned,  the  senate  may  proceed  in  hearing  of  the 
impeachment,  giving  the  person  impeached  if  he  shall  appear,  full 
liberty  of  producing  witnesses  and  proofs,  and  of  making  his  de- 
fence, by  himself  and  counsel ; and  may  also,  upon  bis  refusing  or 
neglecting  to  appear,  bear  the  proofs  in  support  of  the  impeach- 
ment, and  render  judgment  thereon,  fcis  non-appearance  notwith- 
standing; and  such  judgment  shall  Lave  the  same  ibive  and  ertVet 
•as  if The  person  impeached  had  appeared  and  pleaded  in  the  trial. 
Their  judgment,  however  shell  not  extend  further  titan  removal 
from  office,  disqualification  to  hold  or  enjoy  any  place  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,  under  this  state;  but  the  party  so  convicted,  shall 
nevertheless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punish- 
ment, according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Whenever  the  governor  shall  be  impeached,  the  chief  justice  of 
the  supreme  judicial  court  shall,  during  the  trial,  preside  in  tire 
senate,  but  have  no  vote  therein. 

HOUSE  OE  REPRESENTATIVES. 

There  shall  he,  in  the  legislature  of  this  state,  a representation 
■of  the  people  annually  elected,  and  founded  upon  principles  of 
equality : and  in  order  that  such  representation  may  be  as  equal  as 
circumstances  will  admit,  every  town,  parish  or  place  entitled  to 
town  privileges,  having  one  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  male  polls, 
of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  may  elect  one  repre- 
sentative : iffourhmnU-ed  aud  fifty  ratable  udle  polls,  may  civet 


two  representatives  ; and  so  proceeding  in  that  proportion,  mr.ke 
three  hundred  such  rateable  polls  the  mean  of  increasing  number 
for  evi  ry additional  representative. 

Such  towns,  parishes  or  places  as  have  less  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  rateable  polls,  shall  be  classed  by  the  general  assembly* 
for  tiie  purpose  of  choosing  a representative,  and  seasonably  noti- 
fied thereof.  And  in  every  class  formed  for  the  abovementioned 
purpose,  the  first  annual  meeting  shall  he  held  in  the  town,  parish 
or  place  wherein  most  of  the  rateable  polls  reside  ; and  afterwards 
in  that  which  has  the  next  highest  number;  and  so  on  annually, 
by  rotation,  through  the  several  towns,  parishes  or  places,  form- 
ing the  district. 

Whenever  any  town,  parish  or  place,  entitle!  to  town  privileg- 
es as  aforesaid,  shall  not  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls, 
and  be  so  situated  as  to  render  the  classing  thereof  with  any 
other  town,  parish  or  place,  very  inconvenient,  the  general  assem- 
bly may,  upon  application  of  a majority  of  the  voters  of  such 
town,  parish  or  place,  issue  a writ  for  their  selecting  and  sending 
a representative  to  the  general  court. 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be  chosen 
annually,  in  the  month  of  March,  and  shall  be  the  second  branch  of 
the  legislature. 

All  persons  qualified  to  vote  in  the  election  of  senators  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  within  the  district  where  they  dwell,  in  the  choice 
of  representatives.  Every  member  of  the  bouse  of  representatives 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot ;’ and  for  two  years  at  least,  next  preced- 
ing bis  election,  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  state  ; shall 
have  an  estate  within  the  district  which  he  may  he  chosen  to  repre- 
sent, of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  one  half  of  which  to  be  a 
freehold,  whereof  he  is  seized  in.  his  own  right ; shall  be.  at  the  time 
of  his  election,  an  inhabitant  of  the  district  he  may  be  chosen  to  re* 
present,  and  shall  cease  to  represent  such  district  immediately  on 
lis  ceasing  lo  be  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

The  members  of  both  houses  ofthe  legislature  shall  be  compens- 
ated for  their  services  out  ofthe  treasury  ofthe  state,  by  a law  made 
for  that  purpose  ; such  members  attending  seasonably,  and  not 
departing  without  licence.  All  intermediate  vacancies,  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  may  be  filled  up  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
same  manner  as  annual  elections  are  made. 

The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
state;  and  all  impeachments  made  by  them,  shall  be  heard  and 
tried  by  the  senate. 

All  money-bills  shall  originate  in  the  honse  of  representatives; 
but  the  senate  may  propose,  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  on 
other  bills. 

The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the  power  to  adjourn 
themselves,  but  no  longer  than  two  days  at  a time. 

A majority  ofthe  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall 
be  a quorum  for  doing  business : but  when  less  than  two-thirds  of 
the  house  of  representatives  elected  shall  ha  present,  the  assent  of 
two-thirds  of  those  members  shall  be  necessary  to  render  their  acts 
anti  proceedings  valid. 

No  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  or  senate  shall  he  ar- 
rested or  held  to  bail,  on  mean  process,  during  his  going  to,  re- 
turn from,  or  attendance  upon  the  court. 

The  house  of  representatives  shall  choose  their  own  speaker,  ap- 
point their  own  officers,  and  settle  the  rules  of  proceed  in  gs  in 
their  own  house ; and  shall  be  judge  of  the  return,  elections  and 
iialifieations  of  its  members,  as  pointed  out  in  this  constitution, 
'hey  shall  have  authority  to  punish,  by  imprisonment,  every  person 
who  shall  be  guilt  y of  disrespect  to  the  house,  in  its  presence,  by  any 
disorderly  and  contemptuous  behavior,  or  by  threatening  or  ill 
treating  any  of  its  members ; or  by  obstructing  its  deliberations  ; 
every  person  guilty  of  a breach  of  its  privileges,  in  making  arrests 
for  debt,  or  by  assaulting  any  member  during  iiis  attendance  at  any 
session;  in  assaulting  or  disturbing  any  one  of  its  officers  in  tha 
execution  of  any  order  or  procedure  of  the  house  ; in  assaulting 
any  witness  or  other  person  ordered  to  attend  by,  and  during  his 
attendance  on  the  house,  or  in  rescuing  any  person  arrested  by 
order  ot‘  the  house,  knowing  them  to  iie  such.  The  senate,  go- 
vernor and  council  shall  have  the  same  powers  in  like  cases: 
provided  that  no  imprisonment  by  either  for  any  offence  exceed 
ten  days. 

The  journals  of  the  proceedings,  and  all  the  public  acts  of 
both  houses  of  tiie  legislature,  shall  be  printed  and  published 
immediately  after  every  adjournment  or  prorogation;  and  upon 
motion  made  by  any  one  member,  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  any 
question  shall  be  entered  in  the  journals  : and  any  .member  ot  the 
senate  or  house  of  representatives  shall  have  a right  on  motion 
made  at  the  time  lor  that  purpose,  to  have  his  protest  or  dissent, 
with  the  reasons,  against  any  vote,  resolve,  or  bill  passed,  entered 
on  the  journals. 

C To  be  continued.  J 


State  of  Louisiana. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  Senate f and  of  the 
House ‘ of  Representatives. 

I am  very  grateful  to  the  people  of  Txm^iana  ft  ft 
the  distinguished  proof  of  confidence  they  have  been 
pleased  to  afford  me,  nor  am  I insensible,  gentlemen, 
of  the  honor  conferred  by  your  s motion  of  the  popu- 
lar sentiment  in  my  behalf.  Diffident  of  my  talents 
and  deeply  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
.rust  committed  to  me,  l should  despair  of  a.  sueou**- 
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fill  result,  were  it  not  for  the  benefit  of  your  enlight- 
ened counsels  : — itfan  is  rarely  enabled  to  conduct 
his  own  concerns  in  a manner  pleasing  to  himself, 
and  how  much  more  difficult  i.s  it  to  manage  satis- 
factorily the  affairs  of  a government  ? As  far  as  i 
regards  my  agency,  1 cannot  promise  myself  tile  hap- 
piness of.pursui.ng  a course  which  si **11  command 
general  approbation.  To  conciliate  public  sem iraent, 
and  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  all,  requires  a perfection 
in  wisdom  and  virtue,  to  which  I lay  no  claim,  li 
will,  l fear,  be  often  my  misfortune  to  mistake  the 
public  interest  • but  1 shall  never  do  it' intentionally. 
There,  notwithstanding,  will  be  individuals,  who 
will  endeavor  to  magnify  my  errors  and  crime.  But 
the  repose  of  an  approving  conscience  is  not  easily 
disturbed,  and  as  in  times  past,  so  in  times  to  come, 
I shall  view  with  calmness  the  turbulence  of  political 
contention,  and  meet  with  composure  the  clamor  and 
bitterness  of  opposition.  With  these  feelings,  gen- 
tlemen, and  firm  reliance  on  the  j ustice  of  my  coun- 
try, I have' entered  on  the  duties  of  my  office,  ’with- 
out the  smallest  apprehension,  other  than  what  arises 
from  an  extreme  solicitude  for  the  general  welfare. 

Having  witnessed- the  moment  when  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  was -first  extended  over  this  im- 
portant, interesting  and  delightful  district.;  having 
assisted  for  hear  nine  years,  in  its  progress  from  co- 
lonial dependence  to  state  sovereignty,  and  so  fre- 
quently experienced  the  kind  indulgence  of  its  .ge- 
nerous irJjabidiiits  ; there  are  no  motives  which  can 
influence:  an.  ingenuous  mind ; no  consideration  of 
Jionor  and  gratitude,  but  combine  to  render  the  pros- 
perity of  Louisiana  an  object  of  mv  fondest  affections, 
deceive,  then,  gentlemen,  my  warmest  congratula- 
tions on  the  happy  event,  which  has  made  her  a mem- 
ber of  the  great  American  confederacy,  and  secured 
for  oursdlves  and  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty, 
laws  and  safety.  Always  a friend  to  representative 
government,  and  believing  it  to  be  one  best  calcula- 
' ted  to  advance  the  happiness  of  society,  I anticipate 
the  most  favorable  results  from  your  present  delibe- 
rations. Your,  devotion  to  the  public  good,  and  your 
wisdom  to  discern  it,  will  ensure  the  earliest  atten- 
tion to  the  various  subjects  of  legislation.  The 
consideration  of  the  act  of  congress,  which  provides 
for  an  enlargement  of  the  limits  of  this  state,  has 
justly  been  considered  as  of  primary  importance. — 
By  that  acta  considerable  tract  of  country,  rich  in 
natural  resources,  and  highly  improved  by  the  hand 
of  industry,  is,  with  the  assent  of  the  legislature, 
to  be  added  to  Louisiana.  This  accession  of  popu- 
lation, of  wealth  and  of  strength,  was  earnestly  de- 
sired by  the  convention  of  Orleans,  and  the  general 
government,  in  according  to  it,  has  given  a further 
proof  of  regard  for  thi?  welfare  of  this  section  of  the 
Union,  which  you,  gentlemen,  will,  I am  assured, 
high ly  appreciate. 

The  constitution  of  the  state  points  to  several  ob- 
jects of  high  concern,  which  claim  your  most  deli- 
berate reflection.  On  a wise  and  just  arrangement 
of  the  judicial  department  depends  the  best  inte- 
rests of  the  community.  The  great  outlines  are  pre- 
scribed ; but  the  details  are  left  for  legislative  pro- 
vision. The  judicial  power  “is  to  be  vested  in  a su* 
prein  a court  wit.lv  appellate  jurisdiction  qnlv,  and 
such  inferior  courts  as  the  legislature  piny  think  pro- 
per to  establish.”  Your  first  care  should  be  to  facili- 
tate tiie  approach  to  the  tribunal  of  last  resort,  and 
render  it  accessible  to  the  most  indigent  citizen.  An 
accumulation  of  legal  forms  and  ceremonies  should 
be  studiously  avoided— they  augment  expences  and 
become  oppressive:  they  obstruct  the  streams  of 
justice,  and  eventually  divert  their  course.  In  or- 
ganizing inferior  courts,  your  own  knowledge  of  the 


local  situation  of  the  several  counties  and  of  the  ha- 
bits and  sentiments  of  your  constituents,  will  be 
your  safest  guide.  V>’e  have  seen  the  'operation  of 
the  pari  si  i court  system,  and  experience  lias  made 
us  sensible  of  its  defects.  Tln-se  should  be  remedi- 
ed. But  let  us  net  proceed  with  an  impetuous  hand, 
or  we  may  mistake  innovation  for  reform,  and  instead 
of  amendment,  present  only  a change.  The  “du- 
ties of  the  attorney -ge'-ieraF’  and  “the  number  and 
duties  also  of  the  district  attormes”  are  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  law.  These  will  necessarily  depend 
upon  and  be  adapted  to  your  judicial  arrangements. 
But  I am  persuaded,  gentlemen,  you  will  in  no  in- 
stance depart  from  the  wise  policy  which  forbids  an 
unnecessary  increase  of  offices. 

At  this  eventful  crisis  it  is  highly  essential  that 
this  state  should  be  fully  represented  in- the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  timely  provision  be  made  for  the  exercise  of 
its  important  suffrage,  at  the  approaching  election 
for  a president,  and  vice-president.  To  this  end  you 
will  take  the  necessary  measures,  nor  do  I doubt  but 
they  will  be  such  as  the  purest  principles  of  patri- 
otism shall  advise. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  article  of  the  constitution 
which  secures  to  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  the 
right  of  appointing  the  officers  necessary  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  police,  pursuant  to  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion to  be  prescribed  by  the  legislature,  your  co-ope- 
ration is  necessary  and  ought  to  be  speedily  rendered. 
The  interest  of  this  great  and  growing  city  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  that  of  the  other  states,  and 
cannot  be  too  affectionately  cherished. 

The  regents  of  the  university  of  Orleans  will  lay 
before  you,  gentlemen,  an  interesting  view  of  the  col- 
lege of  Orleans,  and  of  tlpe  several  county  schools  un- 
der their  superintendance.  You  will  notice  with  great 
satisfaction  the  progress  of  science,  nor  do  I doubt 
your  readiness  to  contribute,  by  such  means  as  may 
be  in  your  power,  to  its  future  advancement.  Edu- 
cation gives  to  the  mind  all  the  perfection  of  which 
it  is  susceptible,  and  prepares  our  youth  for  the  high 
destinies  which  await  tbchn.  On  the  rising  genera- 
tion rests  the  happiness  of  parents  and  the  best  hopes 
of  the  state.  Let  our  children  be  reared  in  the  paths 
of  knowledge,  of  virtue  and  patriotism,  and  whilst 
they  will  maintain  the  rights,  the  honor  and  the  glo- 
ry of  the  country,  their  general  deportment  will  be 
such  as  to  occasion  “ the  grey  hairs  of  those  who 
watched  them  in  their  infancy  to  go  down  without 
regret  to  the  grave.” 

Qcntlemen  c, f the  House  of  Represent  a iivss , 

The  proper  accounting  officers  will  present  you  a 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
past  year.  The  liberal  donations  of  the  last  territo- 
rial legislature  to  literary  institutions  : The  remu- 
neration accorded  to  sufferers  during  the  late  insur- 
rection, and  the  heavy  experfees  incurred  by  the 
convention  of  the  territory  of  Orleans,  made  serious 
impressions  on  the  public  treasury.  There  never- 
theless remains  a fund  equal  to  such  exigencies,  and 
I indulge  a fond  hope,  that  the  charges  incident  to  a 
state  government,  may  all  bSmet  without  resorting 
to  further  ^axes.  But  to  this  end  it  is  iadispehsible 
that  punctuality  in  the  collection  of  there  venue  be 
enforced,  and  the~most  prudent  economy  in  its  ex- 
penditure observed.  We  are  all,  gentlemen,  sensi- 
ble of  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  must  unite  in 
the  most  economical  course.  The  hand  of  industry 
no  longer  meets  a liberal  reward — most  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  soil  are  perishing  in  our  possession  ; 
and  the  payment  of  the  existing  imposts  is  becom  ing 
seriously  inconvenient  to  many  of  our  fellow  citiz  ens. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the 
House  of  Representatives, 

There  is  yet  another  subject  to  which  I am  urged ! not  the  greatest 
by  the  strongest  considerations  of  duty  to  invite 
your  attention.  The  militia,  says  the  constitution, 
is  to  be  organized  in  such  manner  as  may  hereaf- 
ter be  deemed  most  expedient  by  the  ley  islalure.  It 
is  with  regret  I have  to  observe  that  this  force  does 
not  exhibit  that  arrangement,  order  and  discipline, 
which  cun,, alone  render  it  respectable.  The  cause:-, 
may  in  part  be  found,  in  the  existing’  laws,  which  1 
pray  you  to  revise  and  render  more  efficient.  The 
contrariety  of  language  spoken  by  the  citizens  in 
Louisiana;  the  dispersed  situation  of  our  settlements* 
and  the  inconvenience  which  attends  the  frequent 
assemblage  of  corps  for  exercise  and  inspection  ; 
present  serious  obstacles — But  these  shoidd  serve  on- 
ly as  incitements  to  further  exertion,  until  every  im- 
provement is  given  to  cur  militia  system,  which  ex- 
isting circumstances  will  admit.  But  at  this  peri 
lous  crisis  the  safety  of  oim- country  imperiously  de- 
mands it.  The  United  States  are  engaged  in  a wait 
to  the  calamities  of  which  this  section  of  the  unioi 
is  greatly  exposed.  We  know  not  the  moment  wher 
the  enemy  may  menace  the  sanctuary  of  our  dwell- 
ings alid  convert  to  his  use  the. -fruits  ofoUr  industry. 

A sense  of  common  danger  should  unite  every  heart 
and  strengthen  every  arm.  If  ever  a war  was  just; 
liable  the  one  which  our  country  has  declared  is  that 
war.  If  ever  a people  had  cause  to  repose  with  con 
fidence  in  their  government,  we  are  that  people. — - 
From  the  days  of  the  great  W ashington  to  the  pre- 
sent period,  the  desire  of  our  rulers  lias  been  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  all  nations,  and  to  keep  aloof  from 
those  destructive  conflicts  which  are  filling  the  world 
with  widow?  and  orphans.  With  this  view  the  most 
pacific  policy  has  been  pursued— omitting  nothing 
which  justice  required*  and  doing  nothing  which 
neutrality  forbade.  Remote  from  the  scene  of  car- 
nage; and  indulging  in  no  “sympathy  for  the  belli- 
gerents, but  such  as  invited  acts  of  kindness  to  all. 
we  had  a right  to  expect  exemption  from  aggres- 
sion.” But  in  this  degenerate  era,  innocence  itself 
cannot  arrest  the  hand  of  violence. 

When  the  government  of  Great  Britain  first  aspir- 
ed to  the  base  pre-eminence  of  becoming  the  high- 
wayman of  the  ocean,  our  illustrious  statesmen  ex- 
posed the  absurdity — the  wickedness  of  her  preten- 
sions, and  made  repeated  appeals  to  her  justice; — 
but  they  appealed  in  vain. 

When  our  unprotected  commerce  became  a prey 
fo  rapacity,  and  our  countrymen  navigating  the  high 
seas  were  impressed  into  an  ignominious  service,  and 
made  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  oppressors,  we 
again  preferred  remonstrance  to  resistance.  But 
this  moderation  has  been  received  as  timidity,  and 
in  proportion  to  Bur  forbearance  have  wrongs  multi- 
plied. Our  laws  are  derided  and  our  rights  outrag- 
ed— the  harbors  of  the  United  States  have  been 
blockaded,  and  their  own  waters  colored  with  Ame- 
rican blood.  Seeking  redress  by  negotiation,  the 
sword  still  rested  in  the  scabbard,  and  ive  called  it  a 
peace.  But  such  a peace  presented  no  charms  to  an 
American  heart — it  was  accompanied  with  dishonor, 
and  leading  last  to  the  ruin  of  our  country.  The 
day  however  of  retribution  has  at  length  arrived. 

The  government  which,  to  a long  list  of  injuries, 
has  added  an  attempt  to  dismember  the  happy  Union 
which  made  these  States  fre'e  and  independent ; — 
the  government  whose  agents  are  busily  employed  in 
exciting  the  ruthless  savage  to  murder  our  women 
and  children,  has  much  to  answer  for.  The  collected 
wisdom  of  the  American  nation  has  declared  the  re- 
medy, and  a great,  brave  and  determined  people  will 
apply  it.  A war  exists  between  the  United  King- 


doms of  Great  Britain  did  Ireland  and  their  depen- 


dencies, and  the  United  States  of  America.  Tl  'ar  is 
f evils.  A base  submission  to  ag- 
2 j gross  ion,  would  have  been  a greater  curse — it  would 
,j  have  entailed  dishonor,  cowardice  and  slavery  upon 
ourselves  and  our  posterity.  The  independence  of 
America  was  the  fruit  of  eight  years  of  tell  and  of 
danger;  and,  to  maintain  this  inestimable  heritage, 
the  sword  is  again  unsheathed.  The  wrongs  ofEng- 
Lu;d  have  been  long  and  seriously  felt.  They  are  vi- 
sible in  the  decline  of  our  seaport  towns,  in  the  ruin 
of  commerce,  and  the  languor  of  agriculture.  The 
recourse  to  arms  may  increase  the  pressure.  But 
let  it  be  recollected,  that  whatever  sacrifice  vre  make, 
is  offered  on  the  altar  of  our  country — a considera- 
tion wmcli/?w ill  reconcile  a faith  fill  people  to  every 
privation.  The  president  of  the  United  States  cal- 
culates on  every  akl  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  Lou- 
isiana to  give,  “as  well  to  mitigate  the  evil  of  war 
to  our  own  citizens,  as  to  make  it  effectual  against 
the  enemy.”  Ip  so  reasonable  a.  request,  let  notour 
chief  be  disappointed."  For  years  has  he  labored  to 
avert  the  storm,  and  notv  that  it  rages  toil  h all  its  firry, 
let  us  endeavor  to  carry  him  and  our  country  safely 
through  it.  Union  is  in  itself  a host.  It  is  numbers, 

strength,  and  security.  Let  every  man  put  himself 
in  armor.  Age  itself  should  be  prepared  to  advance 
against  an  invading  foe.  Our  young  men  should  has- 
ten “to  the  tented  field,”  and  rendering  their  service 
to  the  government,  be  in  readiness  at  a moment’s 
warning  to  march  to  the  .point  of  attack.  In  such 
a contest,  the  issue  cannot  be  doubtful.  In  such  a cause , 
every  American  should  make  bare  his  bosom.  “When 
Justice  is  the  standard,  Heaven  is  tiie  warrior’s 
shield.” 

• WM.  G.  C.  CLAIBpilNE. 

New- Orleans,  July  30,  1812 


Proclamation. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America , 
A PROCLAMATION. 

W nun  has  information  has  been  received  that  a 
number  of  individuals,  who  have  deserted  from  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  have  become  sensible  pf 
their  offences,  and  are  desirous  of  returning  to  their 
duty ; 

A full  pardon  is  hereby  granted  and  proclaimed  to 
each,  and  all  such  individuals’,  as  shall,  within  four 
months  from  the  date  hereof,  surrender  themselves 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  any  military  post  with- 
in the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1 have  caused  the  seal  of 
(seal.) the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these  pre- 
sents, and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  eighth  da 
of  October,  A.  D.  1812,  and  of  the  iffdepen 
deuce  of  the  United  States  the  thirty-seventh . 

. JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President, 

JAMES  MONROE, 
Secretary  of  State. 


State  of  NewrHampsbire. 

By  the  Governor,  a imoc;,AxwvTiox  /'m  a, Day  of  Pub- 
lic Thanh  solving. 

It  being  the  duty  of  all  men,  wall  grateful  hearts, 
to  acknowledge  the  superintending  care  and  benevo- 
lent Providence  of  ALMIGHTY  GOD,  whose  pro- 
tection extends  to  all  his  creatures,  and  without 
whose  permission  not  even  a sparrow  car  fit  to  the 
ground:  And  considering  the  imium.  ; Lie  bit. -ring’s 
which  he  has,  with  parental  kindness,  conferred  on 
the  people  of  this  State  during  the  present  year,  and 
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in  conformity  with  the  laudable  practice  of  our  an- 
cestors— 

I have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  to  appoint  THURSDAY,  the  TWELFTH 
day  of  NOVEMBER  next,  to  be  observed  as  day  of 
PUBLIC  TIL1NICSGIVING  through  the  State. 
And  the  ministers,  andthe  people  of  the  various  re- 
ligious denominations  therein  are  requested  to  assem- 
ble on  that  day,  at  their  usual  places  of  worship,  and 
with  united  hearts  and  voices  offer  their  tribute  of 
g-'-atefui  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Author  of  all 
good,  for  the  bounties  of  his  common  Providence  ; 
and  m particular  for  the  general  health  we  have  en- 
joyed ; — that  Si  has  preserved  us  from  the  pestilence 
which  walkcth  in  darkness,  and  from  contagious  dis- 
ease that  wastes  at  noon-day ; — that  he  hath  caused 
the  earth  io  yield  her  increase,  and  afforded  a com- 
petent supply  for  the  returning  wants  of  man  and 
beast ; — that  he  hath  preserved  to  us  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  a free  republican  government  founded  in 
principles  of  equity  and  justice,  in  which  all  its  pow- 
ers are  derived  from  the  people,  its  officers  elected 
by  them  for  short  and  limited  periods,  and  amenable 
to  them  for  their  conduct  in  office,  and  in  which  the 
yulers  enjoy  and  suffer,  in  common  with  their  fel- 
low-citizens, the  good  and  evil  effect  of  the  laws 
they  ordain  ; — that  he  hath  preserved  to  us  the  inva- 
luable blessing  of  heligious  fbeehom,  by  which 
each  individual  has  perfect  liberty  to  worship  in  the 
manner  and  season  most  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of 
liis  own  conscience,  and  not  compelled  to  yield  his 
property  to  the  support  of  teachers  who  are  of  a dif- 
ferent persuasion  from  himself;— and  above  all  that 
he  lias  revealed  to  us  a religion,  whose  principles  are 
founded  m the  reason  and  fitness  of  things,  and  its 
precep  ts  form  a system  of  the  purest  morality — a re- 
ligion, affording  to  man  the  prospect  of  attaining, 
through  faith  and  obedience,  another  and  a better 
world —imposing  no  duties  but  those  which  increase 
plan’s  happiness— requiring  all  to  do  to  others  as  they 
would  they  should  do  to  them — that  rulers  are  bound 
to  rule  in  his  fear  and  to  have  the  public  good  for  their 
object,  and  the  people  to  yield  obedience  to  the  laws 
aiicito  the  magistracy,  because  they  are  ordained  of 
H>  r.i  to  be  a terror  to  evil  doers  and  a praise  and  encou- 
ragement to  those  who  do  well. 

Aud  while  we  celebrate  the  praise  of  the  almigh- 
ty for  public  and  private  favors,  may  we  humble  our- 
selves for  our  past  transgressions,  amend  and  reform 
pur  lives— that  when  Ids  judgments  are  in  the  earth. 
we  may  by  our  conduct  prove  that  we  in  fact  learn 
Righteousness  : That  as  he  has  been  pleased  to  permit 
the  injustice  of  a foreign  power  to  involve  us  in  the  ca- 
lamity of  war,  he  would  take  the  United  States  under 
his  divine  protection,  inspire  our  people  with  patri- 
otism and  love  of  country,  our  officers  and  soldiers 
With  fortitude  and  courage,  teach  their  hands  to  the 
war  and  their  fingers  to  fight-turn  the  councils  of  oust 
enemies  into  foolishness,  and  hedge  up  their  ways  about 
them — and  that  he  would  so  unite  the  hearts  of  all 
our  people,  as  even  to  make  our  enemies  to  be  at  peace 
pvilh  us. 

That  he  would  graciously  be  pleased  to  take  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  of  each  indi- 
vidual Si  ate,  under  his  holy  protection — inspire  our 
legislators  with  wisdom  to  enact  j ust  and  useful  laws, 
cur  executive  officers 'with  firmness  steadily  to  pur- 
sue prudent  measures,  and  the  people  with  a spirit 
cheerfully  to  render  a prompt  obedience  to  the  laws 
pf  their  country. 

That  he  would  bless  our  agriculture,  commerce 
anu  manufactures,  our  colleg’es  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  .and  render  us  that  virtuous  and  happy  peo- 
ple whom  he  shall  delight  to  own  and  prosper. 


And  the  people  of  this  state  are  requested  to  ah 
stain,  on  that  day,  from  all  labor  and  recreation  in* 
consistent  with  the  duties  thereof. 

Givex  at  the  council  chamber,  at  Concord,  this 
twenty-first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States,  the  thirty-seventh. 

WILLIAM  PLUMF.1l. 
By  His  Ex’cy’s  command,  with  advice  of  council, 

Wm,  Pickebinc,  Bep.  Sec’ry. 


Connecticut. 

To  the  veterans  who  have  seri'cd  their  country  during 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  all  those  who  from, 
other  causes  have  been  exempted  from  military  duty , 
the  captain-general  takes  the  liberty  on  this  occasion, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  August  respecting 
Volunteer  corps,  to  address  himself . 

The  extent  to  which  the  sea-coast  of  this  state 
may  be  exposed  by  the  events  of  the  war,  is  uncer- 
tain, and  it  can  only  he  said,  that  prudence  requires 
every  reasonable  precaution  for  its  security,  and  that 
our  means  are  limited.  , 

The  regular  troops  of  the  Union  may  he  withdrawn 
for  other  objects,  and  we  may  be  left  for  a short  pe- 
riod to  our  own  defence.  The  state  militia  may  also 
be  taken  on  pressing  occasions  to  act  within  a neigh- 
boring state,  and  whatever  may.  be  the  feelings  or 
wishes  of  the  general  government;  we  may  still  be 
left  to  this  reserved  force  of  the  state  to  repel  inva- 
siom — but  to  render  this  force  effectual  it  must  be  or- 
ganized. The  legislature  aware  of  these  circum- 
stances, by  an  act  of  the  late  session,  have  authori- 
sed the  raising  a body  of  volunteers  from  the  exempts 
for  the  defence  of  the  state,  and  for  suppressing  in- 
surrections. The  manner  in  which  this  is  to  be  done, 
will  be  examined  by  every  enlightened  freeman,  and 
it  is  presumed,  found  satisfactory.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  for  the  captain-general  only  to  remark, 
that  this  body  of  men  is  to  be  strictly  considered  as 
a body  of  state  troops,  who  are  not,  (under  any  cir- 
cumstances) to  be  marched  out  of  the  state — they 
are  to  be  commanded  by  company  officers  of  their 
own  choosing,  together  with  officers  of  a higher 
grade,  appointed  by  the  captain-general.  They  may 
be  raised  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  for  the  war, 
a period  which  it  is  presumed  will  be  much  shorter, 
and  are  only  to  be  called  into  the  field  by  the  state 
authority,  on  sudden  and  pressing  emergencies  . but 
no  expense  is  to  be  incurred  by  the  state,  unless  the 
troops  shall  be  called  into  service. 

On  this  class  of  the  citizens  of  our  state,  who  have 
so  much  power  to  protect,  and  who  are  determined 
to  render  that  protection  effectual,  the  captain-ge- 
neral now  calls  for  that  measure  of  precaution,  which 
the  legislature  have  judged  to  be  expedient,  and  so- 
licits them  to  volunteer  their  services  in  the  manner 
proposed  for  the  de  fence  of  the  state.  No  cause 
can  be  more  pure  and  sacred,  it  only  requires  you  to 
stand  within  your  own  state,  and  upon  your  own 
threshold,  and  with  one  accord  to  devote  yourselves 
to  the  defence  of  your  wives,  your  children,  your 
old  and  familiar  firesides,  and  every  other  object 
that  can  be  justly  dear  to  man  upon  earth. 

Dated  at  Norwich,  this  22nd  day  of  September, 
1812, 

By  order  of  his  Excellency  the  capt.  general , 
EBENEZER  HUNTINGTON, 
Adjutant-General  state  of  Connecticut. 
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United  States’ Statistical  Table, 

Shewing  the  number  of  Representatives  in  Congress  at  four  dif- 
ferent periods;  with  the  times  at  which  the  Constitution  was  rati- 
fied by  the  several  States  : 
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Law  Case. 

DISTRICT  COURT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

October  2 , 1812. 

IX  THE  CASE  OE  SHOHNER. 

It  was  agreed,  tha.t  the  following’  case  should  be 
submitted  to  the  district  judge,  for  decision,  us  up- 
on a writ  of  Hapeas  Corpus. 

J.  Shorner,  is  a minor,  between  nineteen  and  twen- 
ty years  of  age — he  had  been  bound  apprentice  to 
two  successive  musters,  but  both  indentures  bad  been 
cancelled  ; and  he  has  since  worked  as  a journeyman, 
on  his  own  account,  always  applying  bis  wages  to  bis 
own  use,  without  rendering  any  account  of  them  to 
his  mother  ; who  was  still  living,  though  his  father 
was  cfeud.  He  had  no  guardian.  He  enlisted  as  a 
soldier,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  without 
the  knowledge  of  his  mother. 

The  question  submitted  for  the  'decision  of  the 
judge  was,  whether  the  enlistment  is  valid,  under  the 
11th  section  of  the  act  of  congress,  passed  the  11th 
of  January,  1812  ? 

The  section  is  in  these  words  : 

“ That  the  commissioned  officers  who  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  recruiting  service  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  for  every  effective  able  bodied  man,  who  shail 
be  duly  enlisted  by  him  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and 
mustered  (and  between  the  age  of  eighteen  and  for- 
ty-five years)  the  sum  of  two  dollars  : Provided  ne- 
vertheless, that  this  regulation  so  far  as  respects  the 
age  of  tlie  recruit  shall  not  extend  to  musicians  or  to 
those  soldiers,  who  may  re-enlist  into  the  service. — 
And  provided  also,  that  no  person  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  shall  be  enlisted  by  any  officer, 
or  held  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  without 
consent,  in  writing,  of  his  parent,  guardian,  or  mas- 
ter, first  had  and  obtained,  if  any  he  have,  &c. 

Mr.  Dallas,  as  district  attorney,  premised,  that 
having  been  requested  by  a respectable  officer,  to 
give  an  opinion,  upon  the  present  question,  he  had 
thought  it  best  to  submit  it  to  the  judge  in  order  to 
fix  the  rule,  whatever  way  it  was  established,  upon 
the  basis  of  judicial  authority.— He  admitted  that  in 
common  speech,  and  in  the  English  dictionaries,  the 
Word  parent  embraced  both  father  and  mother;  but 
tfcat  it  had  acquired  a more  limited  meaning  in  legal 


contemplation  ; and  was  (as  Jacob,  in  his  law  dic- 
tionary, states)  “generally  applied  to  the  father.” — 
It  was,  therefore,  important  to  ascertain  the  sense, 
in  which  congress  had  used,  the -word ; arid  for  argu- 
ments, bv  way  of  illustration  and  analogy,  Mr.  Dal- 
las considered  the  legal  relation  of  father  and  mother 
to  the  child,  independent  of  natural  tics,  at  the 
common  law,  and  upon  positive  statute,  concluding, 
that  as  the  act  of  congress  deemed  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, a competent  age  for  entering  into  the  contract 
of  enlistment,  the  minor  must  establish,  upon  plain 
reason,  the  exception,  which  authorised  him  to  an- 
nul it. 

Mr.  Chauncey,  on  the  other  hand,  contended,  that 
the  word  parent  was  used  by  congress,  in  the  admit- 
ted popular  sense;  that  the  distinctions  between 
! the  mo ' her  and  father  at  common  law,  were  founded 
upon  feudal  principles,  which  could  not  apply  here  ; 
and  that  every  inducement  to  subject  a minor  to  the 
advice,  countenance  and  control  of  his  father,  would 
apply,  upon  his  death,  with  additional  force,  to  the 
case  of  the  surviving  parent,  or  mother. 

On  this  day  the  judge  delivered  the  following: 

' OPINION:— 

P Egr.Tts,  Judge — I have  resolved  in  my  mind,  the 
arguments  of  the  counsel  on  both  s ides  of  the  question 
submitted  to  my  decision,  as  stated  in  the  foregoing 
case.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss the  common  law  points  adduced  to  shew,  that 
the  mother  is  not  in  such  degree  of  consanguinity 
or  relationship  to,  or  so  vested  by  the  common  law 
with  the  control  over,  the  son,  in  his  nonage,  and  af- 
ter the  period  of  nurture,  as  to  render  her  consent 
necessary  to  the  binding  force  of  engagements,  or  to 
exercise  authority  over  his  actions.  Those  points  arc 
grounded  very  much  in  principles  of  feudal  institu- 
tions ; which,  favoring  and  protecting  the  claims  of 
primogeniture,  distinguish  between  the  rights  and 
duties  even  of  a father,  in  regard  to  his  eldest  son, 
and  apparent  heir,  of  that  son  towards  him  ; and 
those  as  they  respect  the  younger  children.  The 
greatest  part  of  those,  principles  are  inapplicable  in 
this  country,  though  it  is  our  habit  to  regard  them  ; 
and  are,  in  many  instances,  opposed  to  the  principles 
both  of  reason  and  nature  ; as  the  latter  are  felt  and 
practised  upon  here.  Women,  in  ages  in  this  regard 
barbarous, were  treated  as  mere  breeders,  and  nurses ; 
held  in  slavish  subjection  and  denied  the  proper  and 
necessary  authority  over  their  offspring. 

In  the  act  of  congress  relative  to  riuval  enlistmenl  s, 
the  words  are  dissimilar  on  that  subject,  from  those 
in  the  act  relating  to  similar  engagements  in  the  land 
service.  The  words  which  have  been  the  subject  of 
discussion  are  : — “ Provided  always  that  no  person 
under  the  ag-e  of  21  years  shall  be  enlisted  by  any 
officer,  or  held  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  * consent  in  -writing'  of  his  parent,  guar- 
dian, or  master,  first  had  and  obtained,  if  any  he 
have  V* 

Now  whatever  rights  or  disabilities  an  infant  may 
or  may  not  have,  or  be  subjected  to;  or  whatever 
may  be  the  relationship  or  power  of  a mother  at  com- 
mon, or  civil,  law,  I cannot  conceive  that  she  is  not 
described  in  this  act  of  congress  so  distinctly  by  the 
term  “parent,”  that  it  would  not  be  a violation  of  ail 
rational  construction  to  say,  that  she  must  be  exclu- 
ded front  this  statutory  regulation.  If  the  inconveni- 
ence to  the  service  is  found  so  important  as  it  li.  s 
been  stated  to  be  by  the  counsel  who  advocates  the 
legality  of  the  enlistment,  let  congress  model  the  re. 
guiations  in  future,  so  as  to  exclude  the  mother , by 
declaring  that  by  the  term  “parent,”  only  the  father 
is  meant  to  have  the  authority  in  am  case  where 
there  is  no  other  guardian  or  master.  And,  of  course, 
it  will  then  follow,  tfoit  when  a youth  lias  neither  fa- 
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t.her,  other  guardian  or  master , though  he  may  as  in 
this  case,  hare  a “parent?'  remaining,  i.  e.  his  mother, 
he  must  be  left  to  his  own  will,  without  control  over 
any  of  his  actions  ; and  without  a friendly  monitress 
to  chec  k;  his  indiscretions,  or  cherish  and  invite  his 
return  to  prudence  and  safety. 

Whether  the  enlistment,  in  this  case,  be  or  not  dis- 
creet and  proper,  1 will  not  undertake  to  determine. 
But  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  only  remaining  “ pa- 
rent, of  this  young  man,  who  has  neither  “ guar- 
dian” nor  “ master,”  has  a right — by  the  terms  of  the 
law,  jukI,  let  me  add,  by  the  feelings  and  affections 
of  a mother — to  pass  an  opinion,  and  to  use  a discre- 
tion-, on  the  subject.  Whether  she  will,  or  will  not, 
exercise  this  right  -wisely,  must  be  left  to  herself, 
and  those  who  will  advise  her  for  the  best.  General 
principle's  cannot  be  warped  to  suit  a particular  case. 

It  is  a cold  and  cheerless  submission  to,  and  unne- 
cessary extension  of  the  rude  and  rigorous  principles 
of  black  letter  jurisprudence  ; to  say,  that  because 
the  mother,  is  not  entitled  to,  and  cannot  sue  for  a- 
mends  for,  loss  of  service  of  the  son,  (yet  by  the 
law  of  Pennsylvania  he  is  obliged  to  assist  in  her 
support)  she  may  not  interfere  in  what  regards  his 
-welfare  a nd  happiness.  If  we  take  lord  Coke's  advise, 
and  place  ourselves  in  the  situation  of  the  legisla- 
tors, when,  they  passed  the  proviso  in  question  ; I 
think  ,we  may  safely  conclude,  that  few  of  them 
knew,  and  none  thought  of,  the  learned  lore  which 
the  books  contain  on  the  subject  of  paternal  guar- 
dianship and  power  over  the  son  and  his  affairs  ; or 
maternal  disabilities  and  exclusion  from  such  con- 
cerns. No  doubt,  if  the  father  were  living,  the  mo- 
ther would  not  be  the  “parent”  whose  “ consent  in 
■writing”  would  be  required.  But,  in  this,  when  he 
is  dead,  a “ parent ” is  still  left  to  satisfy  the  words 
of  -the  law — “ if  any  he  have.” 

In  the  light  in  which  I view  the  law,  and  the  case, 
I cannot  but  consider  the  enlistment  invalid. 


Revolution  in  Mexico. 

The  following  proclamation  of  Col.  Bernardo,  “ To 
the  .Rcjmblican  volunteer's  at  JYaeogdochez,”  is  co- 
pied from  a Natchez  paper.  It  is  interesting’  as 
affording  information  of  the  progress  of  the  patri- 
ots, whose  success  we  most  heartily  desire. 

Tellovj  soldiers  and  volunteers 

in  the  JWe.viciin  cause. 

I desire  you  to  receive  from  me  the  tribute  of  my 
private  feelings,  and  also  as  the  agent  of  my  Mexican 
brethren,  my  warmest  and  most  sincere  thanks  for 
the  activity,  zeal,  promptitude  and  courage  that,  you 
have  shewn  in  the  obedience  of  those  orders  which 
you  have  received  from  your  officers,  acting  under 
m\  command ; and  I flatter  myself  with  the  idea  that 
the  line  of  conduct  which  you  have  hitherto  observ- 
ed will  he  continued  in,  to  the  discomfiture  of  tyrants, 
to  the  emancipation  of  the  Mexicans,  and  to  the  com- 
plete success  of  the  enterprise  you  have  undertaken, 
which  will  crown  your  exertions  with  glory,  honor 
and  fortune.  The  consolation  of  the  justice  of  the 
cause  which  you  support — of  the  fame  and  immor- 
tality which  awaits  your  success — the  idea  that  all 
the  civilized  nations  of  the  world  look  on  your  ac-. 
tions  with  admiration  and  good  will — the  reflection 
that  the  future  happiness  or  misery  of  a large  portion 
of  the  habitable  globe  is  now  in  your  bands,  will,  I 
am  certain  prompt  you  on,  and  shew  your  enemies 
$md  the  enemies  of  liberty,  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
that  the  spark  which  lighted  the  flame  of  indepen- 
dence in  the  northern  part  of  America  is  not  extinct 
in  the  bosoms  of  the  descendants  of  those  whe 
fought,  bled,  and  prevailed  over  tyrants  ; and  will! 


at  the  same  time  establish,  beyond  a possibility  Of 
doubt,  your  individual  right  to  that  liberty,  for  the 
attainment  of  which  for  others,  you  have  volunteer- 
ed your  lives,  your  property,  and  sacrificed  all  your 
soc  ial  connections. 

You  arc  now,  fellow-soldiers,  in  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  one  of  the  out-posts  established  by  European 
tyranny,  the  more  effectually  to  enslave  the  oppress- 
ed Mexicans.  This  possession  has  been  obtained 
without  bloodshed  on  your  part,  from  the  conscious- 
ness in  the  minds  of  the  cowardly  instruments  of  ty- 
ranny, that  they  never  can  prevail  in  arms  against 
the  brave,  free,  and  independent  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America. 

This  pusillanimity  of  conduct  in  the  engines  of 
despotism  has  left  in  your  power,  in  a .weak  M.d  de- 
fenceless state,  all  the  citizens  of  the  post  which 
you  have  gained.  Your  conduct  to  those  citizens, 
has  met  my  entire  approbation.  It  lias  done  honor 
to  yourselves,  as  men  and  as  soldiers  ; and  if  conti- 
nued, will  be  more  powerful  than  all  the  arms 
in  the  world — as  it  will  conquer  their  minds  and 
force  them  (should  they  ever  feel  a doubt)  to  declare 
that  you  are  to  them  as  friends,  as  brothers  and  as 
protectors  against  those  who  have  held  them  enthrall- 
ed for  ages  past,  in  bondage  the  most  ignomini- 
ous. From  the  information  which  I have  received 
from  different  quarters,  I flatter  myself  that  your 
stay  in  this  place  will  not  be  long — that  your  num- 
bers will  increase  to  a sufficient  extent  and  euahle 
you  to  seek  the  tyrants  in  their  strong  holds,  and 
force  them  to  acknowledge  this  long  enslaved  coun- 
try as  a free,  sovereign  aud  independent  government. 
When  this  event  takes  place  (and  the  time  is  not  far 
distant)you  are  to  look  for  the  reward  of  your  toils, 
dangers,  sufferings  and  difficulties,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  rights  of  honored  citizens  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  in  the  cultivation  of  those  lands,  which.  I 
pledge  myself  will  be  assigned  to  every  individual 
among  you,  or  in  the  pursuit  of  wealth  and  happi- 
nes,  in  such  way  as  your  inclinations  may  point  out 
to  you.  To  those  who  desire  it,  the  right  of  work- 
ing or  disposing  of  any  -mines  of  gold,  silver,  or 
what  nature  soever,  which  you  may  find  will  be  giv- 
en. The  right  of  taming  and  disposing  of  the  wild, 
horses  and  mules  which  roam  unclaimed  over  an 
immense  tract  of  country,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  will  be  common  to  all  of  you. — 
The  surplus  of  property  confiscated,  as  belonging 
to  those  who  are  inimical  to  the  republican  cause  af- 
ter the  expences  of  the  expedition  are  paid,  will  be 
divided  amongst  you — and  those  powerful  and  almost 
inestimable  services  which  you  will  render,  will,  fur- 
ther be  rewarded  from  the  public  treasury  of  that 
government  which  you  will  have  so  materially  aided 
in  erecting.  JOSE  BERNARDO  GUTIERREZ. 

[<r>It  would  appear  from  the  foregoing  as  if  the 
army  were  chiefly  composed  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — to  prevent  which  the  proper  authority 
has  issued  a proclamation.] 


The  Indians. 

The  council  with  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  western 
frontier  having  been  concluded,  the  commissioners 
deem  it  their  duty  to  give  to  their  fellow-citizens  a 
concise  view  of  the  proceedings  and  result. 

The  Delaware  and  Shawanoe  tribes  together  with 
several  of  the  Kickapoos,  Seneca,  Mingoe  and  Wyan- 
clots  attended. 

The  commissioners  accord  in  g to  their  instructions, 
have  endeavored  to  ascertain  their  views  and  dispo- 
sitions. They  informed  them  of  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  any  act  of  hostility  on  their  part.  That 
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the  president  stood  in  no  need  of  their  assistance  in 
the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  for  their  own 
sakes,  he  desired  them  to  remain  quiet  and  pursue 
their  usual  occupations.  The  chiefs  in  behalf  of  the 
tribes  that  attended,  have  made  professions  of  friend- 
ship ijid  attachment  to  the  United  States,  have  in 
the  most  positive  manner  declared  their  determina- 
tion to  adhere  to  find  observe  the  existing-  treaties, 
to  remain  neutral  in  the  present  war,  and  to  reject 
the  overtures  of  the  British  (which  they  state  to 
have  been  repeated  mid  pressing,)  to  engage  in  it. 
They  have  engaged  by  the  most  solemn  promise  to 
restrain  their  young  men  from  hostile  acts  against  us, 
and  have  agreed  to  be  responsible  for  their  conduct, 
and  to  prohibit  hostile  Indians  from  going  to  their 
towns,  and  to  give  notice  of  any  premeditated  hos- 
tility. The  commissioners  presume  not  to  judge  of 
the  sincerity  of  professions,  especially  of  the  profes- 
sions made  by  savages,  it  being  the  alone  prerogative 
of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe  to  judge  the 
heart,  but  considering  that  their  conduct  will  accord 
with  their  obvious  interest,  and  having  taken  every 
possible  means  to  ascertain  their  views,  have  from 
the  result  of  their  enquiries  formed  the  opinion  that 
their  professions  are  sincere,  and  accordingly  in  vir- 
tue of  then*  instructions  given  the  tribes  who  attend- 
ed, assurance  that  no  act  of  hostility  will  be  commit- 
ted against  them  by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States 
while  they  observe  a peaceable  conduct. 

The  commissioners  were  of  opinion  that  the  non- 
attendance  at  the  council  by  any  tribe  after  having 
been  invited,  was  such  evidence  of  an  hostile  disposi- 
tion, as  to  justify  the  suspension  of  the  delivery  of 
their  annuities  or  presents.  No  goods,  either  as  an- 
nuities or  presents,  have  been  delivered  except  to 
the  tribes  who  attended,  nor  has  ammunition  or  other 
implements  of  war  been  given  in  any  case. 

R.  J.  MEIGS,  A 

T.  WORTHINGTON,  C Commissioners. 

JER.rfMORRO  W.  \ 


Friendly  Indians. 

Tor  the  information  that  follows  we  are  indebted  to 
the  (N.  Y.)  Ontario  Repository , said  to  have  been 
received  from  Jasper  Parish,  esq.  interpreter  to 
the  Six  Nations,,  and  sub-agent  for  Indian  affairs. 
It  comes,  to  us  with  every  mark  of  authenticity, 
and  is  corroborated,  by  many  other  accounts,  so 
th%t  we  have  full  reliance  in  all  the  statement. 
There  was  lately  held  at  Buffaloe,  a general  coun- 
cil of  Indians,  consisting  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  the 
Stock  bridge  and  Delaware  tribes.  The  council  was 
very  numerous,  and  attended  by  a fuller  representa- 
tion of  cine fs,  than  any  that  has  been  held  for  many 
years.  Tne  agent  for  Indian  affaires,  Mr.  Granger, 
and  the  sub-agent,  Mr.  Parish,  were  both  present. — 
U:i  the  8th  inst.  The  Senecas,  Gnondagas  living 
near  Buffaloe,  and- the  C syngas,  universally  offered  to 
take  up  the  hatchet  iu  favor  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  present  war.  The  chiefs  who  represented,  the 
Gnondagas  living  eastward  of  this,  the  Oneidas,  the 
Tuscaroras,and  the  Stockbrklge  and  Delaware  tribes, 
not  feeling  authorised  to  pledge  their  warriors  'in  so 
important  a matter,  said  they  would  go  home  and 
consult  them  on  the  subject,  but  expressed  at  the 
same  time  the  most  thorough  conviction,  that  all 
their  warriors  would  also  tender  their  services  to  the 
United  States.  The  Indians,  who  attended  at  the 
council,  said  their  interests  within  the  United  States 
were  too  important  to  be.  given  up,  without  the 
strongest  efforts  to  defend  them,  that  they  had  been 
advising  and  laboring  with  the  Indians,  in  Canada,  for 
s*x  years,  to  induce  them  to  remain  at  peace  without 


effect,  and  were  extremely  urgent  that  their  servi- 
ces should  be  accepted.  Those  who  volunteered  at 
the  council,  agreed  that  they  would  go  home  so  soon 
as  the  council  fire  was  extinguished,  arm  and  equip 
themselves  for  battle,  and  return  again  to  Buffaloe,  in 
ten  days ; and  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  other 
warriors,  whose  chiefs  are  not  authorised  to  pledge 
them,  will  adopt  the  same  determination  with  their 
brethren,  there  will  probably  be,  within  a fortnight, 
at  Buffaloe,  between  three  and  four  hundred  Indian 
warriors. 

It  has  been  uniformly  the  wish  of  the  government 
that  the  Indians  should  take  no  part  in  the  war.  The 
secretary  at  war,  wrote  a letter,  which  was  read  and 
explained  in  this  very  council,  instructing- the  agent 
to  exert  himself  to  persuade  the  Indians  to  remain  at 
peace  ; but  the  restless  spirit  of  these  sons  of  nature 
will  not  permit  them  to  do  so.  The  chiefs,  though 
they  are  willing-  to  do  whatever  they  can,  to  fiu-ther 
the  views  of  the  United  States  to  whom  they  feel 
bound  by  strong  ties,  are  unable  to  restrain  their 
warriors.  Their  young  men  are  clamorous  to  be  em- 
ployed. Under  these  circumstances  the  agent  has 
been  instructed  to  accept  their  services,  to  embody 
and  organize  them.  It  is  believed,  by  all  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  Indian  character,  that,  in  this  state 
of  tilings  the  inhabitants  of  the  Niagara  frontier, 
will  find  greater  safety  than  they  could  in  any  other, 
while  hostile  armies  remain  in  their  neighborhood, — 
For  if  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the  Indians,  that 
we  should  accept  their  aid,  had  been  denied,  they 
would  have  been  cool,  perhaps  distrustful,  towards 
us,  and  during  this  state  of  things,  if  the  British 
arms  should  obtain  any  advantages  over  ours,  it  is 
not  improbable,  that  they  might  be  induced  to  take 
up  arms  against  us. 

September  14,  1812. 


North  Western  Country. 

The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  a very  intel- 
ligent gentleman  in  Illinois  territory,  dated  Aug. 
20,  1812,  affords  much  general  information,  par- 
ticularly interesting  at  this  moment,  when  our  at- 
tention is  directed  to  the  country  it  describes  as 
the  theatre  of  warlike  operations  : Nut.  Int. 

“Michilimackinac  stands  on  an  island  on  the  north- 
ern part  of  lake  Michigan;  on  one  side  it  is  nine 
miles,  and  on  the  other  side  six  miles  from  main 
land  ; near  the  fort  is  a considerable  village  of  the 
same  name,  at  which  the  merchants  in  this  country, 
engaged  in  the  Indian  trade,  receive  their  supplies  of 
goods  ; it  is  a flourishing  village,  and  owes  its  conse- 
quence entirely  to  Indian  trade. 

“Fort  St.  Joseph  is  about  1 7 leagues  from  Macki- 
nac, on  an  island  in  the  north-west  part  of  lake  Hu- 
ron, and  at  the  lower  end  of  lake  George ; here  is 
also  a small  village.  The  village  of  Sault  St.  Mary’s 
is  on  the  Straits  of  St.  Mary’s,  twelve  leagues  above 
St.  Joseph’s. 

“The  Grand  Portage  is  on  the  north-west  of  lake 
Superior;  on  the  western  extremity  of  which  is  a 
village,  called  Fond  duLac  Superior  ; at  the  former 
place  there  is  generally  assembled  annually,  in  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  about  1.500  or.  1600  British 
subjects,  who  me  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade,  and 
continue  there  till  fall,  when  they  again  return  to 
their  wintering*  grounds.  At  this  place  are  deposited 
the  furs  and  peltries  that  are  collected  in  the  north- 
west ; while  goods  from  Montreal  are  deposited  at 
Sault  St.  Mary’s  ; and  the  British  long  since  have 
had  one,  and  I am  informed  now  have  two  vessels  on 
iakc  Superior,  engaged  in  transporting  goods  from 
the  one  place,  and  furs  and  peltries  from  the  other. 
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“The  whole  of  the  British  traders,  and  the  major 
part,  if  not  all,rof  our  own,  who  have  any  intercourse 
with  the  Indians  north  of  this  territory,  or  within  it, 
or  on  either  side  of  the  Mississippi,  receive  thcii 
supplies  at  Sault  St.  Mary’s,  St.  Joseph’s  and  Michi- 
Jimackinac.  But  the  trade  is  almost  exclusively  in 
the  hands  of  British  subjects,  who  have  three  differ- 
ent routes  by  which  they  transport  their  goods  ; the 
first  is  through  lake  Superior,  and  westward!}-,  north- 
westwardly, and  northwardly  ; the  second  is  through 
lake  Michigan  into  Green  Bay,  thence  up  Fox  river, 
down  the  Quisconsin,  and  up  the  Mississippi  and  its 
various  branches  ; the  third  is  through  lakcMichigan 
into  Illinois  river,  and  down  it  to  its  mouth.  Many 
of  those  Indians  may  go  to  Malden  and  receive  pre- 
sents ; but  for  trade  their  dependence  is  exclusively 
upon  the  places  above  mentioned. 

“A  trade  which  has  contributed  in  part  to  the  flou- 
rishing condition  of  Montreal ; which  entirely  sup- 
ports several  intermediate  villages  between  itand  the 
residence  of  the  savages  ; which  employs  such  a 
multitude  of  persons,  and  justifies  such  vast  expen- 
ditures as  are  known  to  be  made  on  its  account,  must 
be  of  great  value,  and  cannot  fail  to  prove  that  the 
Indians,  with  whom  it  is  carried  on,  are  immensely 
numerous. 

“If  British  subjects  have  influence  on  Indians  with 
whom  they  have  exclusive  trade ; if  v/e  have  a right 
to  suppose  they  would  exercise  that  influence  to  our 
injury  ; and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  capture  of 
Maiden  in  itself  cannot  cut  off  their  intercourse  or 
trade  with  the  savages  from  whom  we  have  most  to 
apprehend,  then  I contend,  as  I suggested  in  my 
former  letter,  that  we  ought  not  to  rely  on  the  cap- 
ture of  Malden  for  our  security,  and  that  it  would 
produce  no.  greater  effect  at  the  present  time  upon 
the  Indians  than  a decisive  victory  on  our  part  else- 
where. 

“It  is  certain  that  only  a few  years  ago  the  whole 
or  the  major  part  of  the  merchandize  brought  from 
Montreal  to  Michilimackinac,  was  brought  by  the 
way  of  the  Ottawas  (by  some  called  the  Grand)  river 
— it  is  navigated  with  canoes,  carrying  each  seven 
thousand  weight.  From  this  river  they  go  into  lake 
Nepissing ; thence  down  the  French  river  to  lake 
Huron ; whence  the  goods  are  transported  in  large 
vessels  to  St.  Joseph’s,  Mackiivic,  or  Sault  St.  Mary’s. 
By  this  route  are  carried  all  the  goods  destined  for 
Grand  Portage,  Nippigon,  Fond  du  Lac,  and  all  the 
wintering’  places  on  lake  Superior.  By  this  route  a 
great  quantity  of  goods  were  last  year  brought  tot 
Si.  Joseph’s,  whence  they  were  smuggled  into  this 
country  by  merchants  at  St.  Louis,  as  well  as  by  the 
celebrated  Dickson  and  others.  I have  received  this 
information  from  authority  that  cannot  be  question- 
ed. It  is  true,  the  route  by  the  Ottawas  is  a diffi- 
cult one;  but  it  can  be  performed  in  a much  short- 
er t one  than  that  by  Detroit.  And  neither  the  cap- 
ture of  Malden,  Fort  Erie,  Navy  Hall,  or  any  other 
Bntlsh  station  between  Montreal  and  Detroit,  could 
prevent  this  navigation;  they  may  lead  to  conse-; 
quencesthat  may  enventually  effect  it ; but  prudence 
requires  that  we  should  not  prematurely  anticipate 
them. 

“Not  long  since  I saw  a letter  from  some  person 
in  Detroit,  published,  which  stated,  that  no  goods 
had  passed  there  since  last  September.  From  this, 
calculations  were  made  that  the  Indians  could  not 
receive  their  supplies  at  St.  Joseph’s.  But  with  my- 
self, it  only  confirmed  the  information  which  1 had 
previously  acquired,  that  goods  were  carried  to  that 
place  by  the  Ottawas  river.  And  I am  convinced 
the  Indians  have  received  all  the  supplies  that  are 
usually  distributed  to  them  in  tills  season  of  the 
year.  And  if  go,  we  have  just  cause  to  apprehend 


present  danger  from  them,  whether  the  cap*  urn  of 
Malden  would  or  would  not  eventually  cut  off  their 
trade  with  the  British,  If  the  trade  and  the  war 
continue,  we  cannot  douht  that  their  united  influ- 
ence on  the  Indians  will  produce  hostile  aggressions. 
If  the  trade  be  completely  interrupted,  the  great 
body  of  men  whom  I have  mentioned,  as  being  en- 
gaged in  it,  must  of  course  be  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  must  return  from  necessity  to  Sault 
St.  Man’s  or  St.  Joseph’s,  when  numbers  of  Indians 
will  follow  them — for  if  traders  are  prevented  from 
going  amongst  those  Indians,  who,  from  habit,  have 
become  dependent  on  trade,  as  many  of  them  as  can 
will  certainly  go  to  the  traders.;  and  from  this  hope- 
ful assemblage,  we  can  expect  nothing  less  than  the 
most  bloody  warfare,  until  they  are  made  to  feel  the 
necessity  of  submission. 

“ I have  learnt  that  Mackinac  is  taken  ; and  I think 
it  a probable  event  ; that  this  was  contemplated  b<  - 
fore  the  declaration  of  war  I have  no  doubt.  On  the 
first  of  May  last,  two  Indians  were  apprehended  at 
Chicago,  who  were  on  their  way  to  meet  Mr.  Dick- 
son at  Green  Bay  ; they  had  taken  the  precaution 
to  put  their  letters  in  their  mockasins,  and  bury  them 
in  the  ground ; and  nothing  being  found  on  them, 
were  permitted  to  proceed.  A Mr.  Frazier,  from 
Praire  du  Chien,  who  went  with  Dickson  to  the  Por- 
tage of  Quisconsin,  and  who  was  present  when  the 
letters  were  received,  states  that  Dickson  was  inform- 
ed by  them  that  he  might  expect  to  see  the  British 
flag  flying  on  the  American  garrison  of  Michilimac- 
kinac. I also  discover  that  John  Askin  was  concern- 
ed in  the  capture  of  that  fort,  which  increases  the 
probability  of  it,  as  you  will  perceive  by  recurring 
to  my  late  communications,  that  Cadot  Dice  and 
John  Askin  were  collecting  the  Indians  at  Fond  du 
Lac  Superior,  and  at  Matchidas  on  lake  Huron,  for 
hostile  purposes.  Convenient  to  this  quarter  we  have 
a greater  number  of  Indians  whom  we  have  a right 
to  believe  hostile,  than  threatens  any  other  frontier. 
And  as  they  can  attack  us  with  the  greatest  facility, 
and  with  the  prospect  of  doing  the  most  injury  with 
the  least  danger  to  themselves,  we  have  certainly 
much  to  apprehend  from  them  if  Mackinac  be  actu- 
ally taken.  Residing  as  they  do  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred miles  at  least  from  Malden,  there  can  be  very 
little  danger  of  their  uniting  with  the  British  against 
general  Hull’s  army  ; the  difficulty  of  obtaining  pro- 
visions on  their  march,  and  the  exposed  situation 
in  which  they  would  leave  their  women  and  children 
and  their  villages,  together  with  the  superior  in- 
ducement to  attack  this  quarter,  will  be  decisive  in 
preventing  their  going  to  Canada.  This  is  not  mere 
speculation  : for  I am  authorised  to  say,  from  a com- 
munication I read  yesterday,  that  the  Indians  about 
Peoria  have  from  such  apprehension  positively  refus- 
ed to  accept  an  invitation  to  join  the  British  at  Mal- 
den. From  all  the  information  1 can  collect,  the 
Indians  every  where  appear  to  be  united.  The  Chip- 
peways  are  very  numerous,  and  principally  reside 
on  the  south  side  of  lake  Superior,  and  a very  large 
proportion  of  them  are  convenient  to  the  head  of 
Quisconsin  river. 

“ There  are  on  the  river  St.  Peters  and  its  branch-' 
es,  1919  lodges  of  Sioux,  as  I am  informed  by  a man 
of  veracity  who  has  resided  thirty-one  years  with 
them  ; allowing  three  men  to  each  lodge  (a  very  mo- 
derate calculation)  they  amount  to  5757-  On  the  m er 
des  Moins,  which  enters  the  Mississippi  80  leagues 
above  St.  Louis,  the  Jow^s  and  some  bands  of  Sioux 
reside. 

“The  Sacs  and  Foxes  who  live  on  the  Mississip- 
pi, amount  to  400  at  least.  The  Kickapoos,  Miun.ies, 
Pottawattamie  s,  Ottawas  and  Chippeways,  of  the  Il- 
linois river  and  its  branches,  umoinjt  to  about 
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There  are  others  between  lake  Michigan  and  the 
Mississippi,  including  Folles  Avoines;  of  whose  num- 
ber I have  no  particular  information. 

“ The  Osages  cannot  amount  to  less  than  1200. — 
The  Sha'wanesc  and  Delawares  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, I suppose  must  amount  to  400.  The  Chero- 
kx  es.  Choctaws,  Chickusaws,  Creeks  and  some  Ca- 
taubas,  who  have  lately  settled  on  White  river  in 
Missouri  territory,  within  four  or  five  days’  journey 
of  St.  Genevieve,  I have  reason  to  believe  amount  to 
about  1000.  I do  not  pretend  to  believe  that  the 
whole  of  those  Indians  will  unite  at  one  and  the 
same  time  to  attack  us.  But  this  I saywithout  fear  of 
Contradiction,  that,  taking  them  in  the  aggregate,  we 
have  as  much  reason  to  believe  they  make  a part  of 
the  hostile  confederacy  as  any  other.  And  if  they 
are  so  disposed  they  can  with  more  facility  commit 
hostilities  upon  the  settlements  of  the  Mississippi 
than  upon  any  others.” 


The  Southern  Frontier. 

From  the  Tennessee  Herald  of  September  5. 

It  has  been  expected  for  a long  time  that  an  En- 
glish force  would  be  thrown  into  Pensacola  ; it  is 
now  ascertained  that  black  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  British  officers,  have  arrived  from  Cuba,  and 
taken  possession  of  that  place  ; and  are  reconstruct- 
ing the  works  for  its  defence. 

The  policy  of  stationing  troops  of  that  description 
upon  our  frontiers  cannot  be  mistaken.  The  same 
band  which  has  incited  against  us  the  scalping  knife 
and  the  tomahawk  of  the  Indians,  will  not  stop  to  re- 
new upon  the  Mobile  and  lower  Mississippi  the  trage- 
dy of  St.  Doming-o. 

The  alarms  of  the  people  on  the  Mobile,  are  not 
without  a foundation.  On  the  north,  and  north-west 
six  thousand  Creeks  and  two  thousand  Choctaws  di- 
vide them  from  the  settled  parts  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  south  they  are  exposed  to  the  incursion  of 
the  British  and  their  black  and  Spanish  allies  : in 
their  own  bosom  they  contain  a population  which, 
if  (excited  to  insurrection,  will  require  their  whole 
force  to  keep  it  down. 

Georgia  and  South  Carolina  cannot  be  supposed  to 
be  in  a situation  to  afford  them  assistance  ; from 
Tenessee  alone  can  they  expect  to  rpceive  aid  ; and 
Tennessee  is  three'll undred  miles  from  them.  Remote 
from  assistance,  incapable  of  self  protection,  and 
surrounded  by  danger,  this  flourishing  settlement  is 
liable  to  become  the  theatre  of  great  distresses. 

No  doubt  can  be  enertained  but  that  the  troops 
from  this  state  are  destined  by  the  general  govern- 
ment to  succour  the  settlements  on  the  Mobile,  to 
expel  the  British  from  West  Florida,  and  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of  the  republic  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico. 
Nor  will  the  president  be  disappointed  in  his  expec- 
tation of  finding  in  this  state  a force  competent  to  the 
accomplishment  of  these  objects.  Forty  thousand 
men,  brave,  robust  and  burning  with  impatience  to 
emulate  the  fame  of  the  young  state  of  Ohio,  present 
the  materials  from  which  a respectable  army  may  be 
organised  at  the  shortest  notice. 

There  are  still  living  among  us  many  of  those  ve- 
terans whose  courage  triumphed  over  the  British  dis- 
cipline at  the  battle  of  King’s  mountain  ; and  of  the 
early  settlers  of  this  country  hardly  one  can  be  found 
who  has  not  acquired  the  reputation  of  a soldier  in 
the  wars  with  the  Indians. 

Our  local  position  places  us  at  a distance  from  the 
ravages  of  the  war.  The  arms  of  the  English  can- 
not reach  us the  Indians  she  will  excite  will  become 
the  victims  of  their  perfidious  policy  : the  first  effort 
of  Tennessee  will  crush  the  whole  of  these  savages 
tjtat  dare  to  lift  their  arms  against  us. 


Our  forces  will  therefore  be  at  liberty  to  act  upon 
any  part  of  the  continent  where  the  pubiic  service 
shall  require  them  ; and  the  ardor  of  our  young  men 
impatient  to  receive  the  signal  which  shall  call 
them  from  an  inglorious  repose  to  the  field  of  honor 
and  of  danger. 


^hxu$  0f  Utt 

MILITARY. 

A good  exchange. — It  is  stated  that  lieut.  col.  Mil- 
ler of  the  4th  regiment  has  been  exchanged  for  Qapt. 
Dacres. 

The  British  are  making  use  of  every  means  to  de- 
fend themselves  in  Canada,  and  appear  determined 
to  dispute  every  inch  of  ground.  The  surrender  at 
Detroit  has  given  them  great  spirit  and  energy.  On 
the  other  hand,  gen.  Harrison  is  by  this  time,  in  all 
probability,  in  Upper  Canada , and  due  efforts  are 
made  to  keep  the  forces  in  Ijower  Canada  in  check 
until  the  proper  time  arrives  to  pay  that  country  a 
visit ; a period  not  far  distant,  from  present  appear# 
ances. 

Language  fails  when  we  attempt  to  speak  of  the 
people  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky  as  they  deserve.  Al- 
most every  man  able  to  carry  a musket  seems  wil- 
ling to  use  it  in  defence  of  his  country.  More  per- 
sons have  marched  from  Kentucky  than  were  wanted, 
and  about  1200  have  returned  home  severely  mortifi- 
ed ; but  holding  themselves  in  readiness  for  some  fu- 
ture occasion.  At  the  call  of  their  beloved  Harri- 
son great  numbers  of  mounted  riflemen  have  march- 
ed to  join  him  for  an  excursion  of  30  or  40  days, 
finding  themselves  with  provisions.  These  corps  are 
designed  to  break  up  and  destroy  the  Indian  tribes 
and  lay  waste  their  country.  The  deluded  mur- 
derers have  brought  themselves  to  destruction — 
through  British  influence.  Many  private  letters  from 
the  western  country  inform  us  that  the  late  depreda- 
tions of  the  savages  have  wrought  the  people  into  a 
fury  of  resentment  and  vengeance.  They  will  exact 
a terrible  guarantee  for  the  future  safety  of  the  fron- 
tiers. 

It  was  the  original  design  of  government  that  gen. 
Winchester,  a very  reputable  gentleman  and  an  old 
revolutionary  officer,  should  have  the  command  of 
the  army,  destined,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  relief 
of general  Hull,  and,  since  his  surrender,  intended  to 
regain  the  ground  lost,  &c.  In  consequence  of  which, 
after  his  arrival  at  Fort  Wayne,  general  Harrison  on 
the  19th  ult.  took  leave  of  the  army  in  a very  affec- 
tionate manner,  and  set  out  for  the  Indiana  territory 
with  a body  of  troops,  to  break  up  the  settlements  of 
the  savages.  But  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
seeing  the  confidence  that  the  western  people  in  ge- 
neral reposed  in  gen.  Harrison,  had  appointed  him 
commander  in  chief;  the  commission  for  this  pur- 
pose reached  him  a few  days  after  his  resignation  of 
of  it  to  general  Winchester,  and  it  appears  he  resum- 
ed it  about  the  23d  of  the  same  month  at  Fort 
Wayne,  from  whence  a detachment  of  troops  under 
general  Winchester  has  marched  to  Fort  Defiance, 
where  it  said  a large  body  of  allies , 3,000  strong, 
were  collected.  We  are  without  particulars,  but 
hope  this  report  is  true,  believing'  it  impossible  they 
can  escape  Harrison  & Winchester  with  their  mount- 
ed riflemen,  who  amount  to  more  than  that  number. 
Their  whole  force  exceeds  10,000  men. 

Col.  Wilcox,  with  a regiment  of  Kentuckians,  is 
at  Fort  Harrison,  and  will  keep  the  Indians  in  check. 

We  learn  from  Buffalo  that  inspector  gen.  Smyth 
arrived  there  on  the  24th  ult.  to  take  command  of  the 
United  States  troops  at  that  post,  about  1000  strong, 
besides  militia  and  volunteers.  The  14th  regiment. 
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under  col.  Winder  has  arrived  at  the  same  place  ; — 
several  other  bodies  of  troops  are  expected. 

Avxehicax  spirit. — The  aged  residents  of  the  se- 
veral towns  composing-  the  2d  regiment  of  the  third 
division  Massachusetts  militia,  who  are  by  law  ex- 
empt from  military  duty,  feeling  the  spirit  of  ’75  re- 
vived at  the  present  crisis,  have  assembled,  formed 
themselves  into  a company,  and  made  choice  of  their 
officers.  Among  other  aged  patriots  was  the  venera- 
ble Joseph  Rickarusox,  86  years  old  and  having  the 
same  arms  and  equipments  that  he  had  when  he 
faced  the  forces  of  the  British  tyrant  at  Lexington, 
on  the  memorable  nineteenth  of  April,  1775.  With 
other  patriots  of  that  day  he  ardently  hopes  that  the 
United  States  will  strenuously  contend  with  England 
till  that  haughty  power  is  compelled  to  acknowledge 
our  rights.  The  company  paraded  on  the  28th  ult. 
the  muster  day  of  the  2d  regt.  and  formed  in  line 
with  them.  They  went  through  the  various  evolu- 
tions, firings,  &c.  of  the  regiment  to  the  great  ac- 
ceptance of  die  commander  of  the  day.  At  the 
close  of  the  exercise,  they  marched  to  their  place  of 
rendezvous,  where  they  were  dismissed.  May  this 
example  animate  every  son  of  freedom  to  gird  on  his 
sword  when  occasion  calls,  and  never  suiter  posteri- 
ty to  become  slaves  to  foreign  tyranny. — Host.  Chron. 

The  detachment  of  Pennsylvania  militia  ordered 
to  rendezvous  at  Pittsburg  on  the  2nd  inst.  were 
organized  on  the  5th  by  the  adjutant-general,  into 
two  regiments,  brigadier-general  Crooks  commands 
them.  Four  regiments  are  at  Meadville  under  brig, 
gen.  Taamehill. 

A body  of  Indians  attacked  a party  of  our  troops 
of  about  100  men  at  Sandusky  bay,  the  latter  end 
of  last  month.  They  were  driven  back  with  consi- 
derable loss — six  w'ere  killed  and  ten  wounded  on 
our  part. 

Among  the  volunteers  from  the  state  of  Kentuc- 
ky, are  the  following  members  of  congress  and  mem- 
bers elect : 

Sami.  Hopkins,  major-general ; Richard  M.  John- 
son, commanding  a battalion  of  mounted  infantry  ; 
John  Simpson,  captain  ; William  P.  Duvall,  captain  ; 
Samuel  M‘Kee,  private  ; Thomas  Montgomery,  pri- 
vate. 

Pl  atts  bubo,  Oct.  2. — Col.  Earned,  with  a part  of 
the  5th  regiment  of  United  States  infantry,  arrived 
at  this  place  on  Friday  last. 

A company  of  heavy  artillery,  commanded  by  capt. 
Crooks,  arrived  on  Sunday. 

A company  of  light  horse  volunteers,  from  Sarato- 
ga county,  arrived  on  Monday. 

The  remainder  of  the  7th  regiment  of  detached 
militia,,  commanded  by  col.  Green,  marched  yester- 
day to  the  northward,  for  Chazy  or  Champlain. 

Two  chiefs  of  the  Gohnawaga  Indians,  arrived  at 
the  head-quarters  of  gen.  Bloomfield  on  Tuesday 
last.  On  Wednesday,  attended  by  col.  Clark,  of  the 
11th  regiment,  they  proceeded  on  to  Greenbush. — 
The  professed , object  of  their  mission  is  pacific. 
They  were  with  gen.  Brock  at  the  surrender  of  De- 
troit. 

Gen.  Louis,  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  a firm  and 
nndeviating  friend  of  the  United  States,  and  his  son, 
have  been  in  this  village  for  several  weeks.  The  St, 
Regis  Indians  are.  disposed  to  remain  neutral  in  the 
present  contest ; but  what  effect  the  British  influ- 
ence and  British  success  may  have  upon  them  we 
know  not.  Indians  generally  endeavor  to  keep,  on 
the  strongest  side — but  in  estimating  the  strength  of 
the  contending’  parties  and  their  relative  ability  to 
harm  them,  they  do  not  refer  to  our  census,  as  a cri- 
terion by  which  to  estimate  our  strength  ; the  most 
forcible  argument,  and  the  one  most  sure  to  carry 
conviction  to  them  minds,  is  a force  sufficient  to  win 


the  day  ; and  they  repair  to  the  standard  of  the  vic- 
tor, as  a shield  from  danger,  without  looking  to  fu- 
ture consequences. 

■MILITIA  OEXERAL  ORDERS. 

Head-  Quarters,  New- Orleans , Avgust  28,  1812- 
An  enemy  is  at  the  Balize,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  blockaded.  The  fort  of  Plaquemine  is 
menaced,  and  in  its  present  situation  greatly  expos- 
ed. Gen.  Wilkinson  of  the  United  States’  army,  who 
descends  the  river  to-day  with  a suitable  relief,  has 
requested  a detachment  of  militia  to  strengthen  the 
garrisons  of  this  city.  The  commander  in  chief 
deems  this  auxiliary  force  necessary,  and  will  furnish 
it  with  pleasure.  Unwilling  however,  to  designate 
the  corps  which  shall  first  take  up  arms  in  defence 
of  this  section  of  the  union,  because  each  equally 
deserves  the  honor,  and  is  doubtless  desirous  of  re- 
ceiving it,  the  commander  in  chief  will,  for  the  pre- 
sent, only  express  his  wishes,  he  asks  for  three  hun- 
dred volunteers,  to  do  duty  in  the  city  and  vicinity 
of  New- Orleans  for  six  months  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, and  to  enter  upon  service  immediately. 
This  detachment  will  be  placed  under  militia  offi- 
cers, and  will  receive  from  the  commanding  general 
all  the  indulgencies  which  the  service  will  admit. 
When  a sister  state,  Ohio,  turns  out  whole  armies, 
surely  Louisiana  cannot  hesitate  to  furnish  detach- 
ments. In  every  generous  breast,  a love  of  country 
is  the  ruling  passion,  and  the  sweetest  moments  of 
life,  are  those  we  dedicate  to  its  service.  The  com- 
mander in  chief  persuades  himself  that  his  fondest 
wishes  will  be  met  by  the  several  corps  on  parade, 
and  that  they  will  to  a man  volunteer  in  defence  “ of 
their  altars  and  fire  sides.”  The  soil  where  repose 
the  ashes  of  our  fathers  and  our  friends,  we  will  sup- 
port against  all  attacks  from  without  and  from  with- 
in, and  with  arms  in  our  hands,  we  will  quiet  the 
fears  of  mothers,  and  give  security  to  age,  innocence 
and  infancy*  Wsr.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE, 

Governor  and  commander  in  chief 
Ostoxdaga  V alt.  ft,  Sept.  30. — Col.  Stranahan  pass- 
ed through  this  village  on  Wednesday  week,  at  the 
head  of*  600  fine  volunteers,  and  was  joined  here  with 
about  500  drafted  militia  from  Cortlandt,  Broome, 
and  Chenango  counties. ^ On  Thursday  colonel  Mil- 
ton, from  Virginia,  passed  here  with  500  regulars. 
Friday,  two  companies  of  artillery  passed  by  here, 
with  4 field  pieces,  from  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia. 
On  Sunday,  1000  regulars  arrived  here,  pitched  their 
tents,  and  tarried  till  Tuesday  morning  ; when  they 
again  commenced  their  march  in  high  spirits,  and 
flying  colors.  Tuesday  morning,  a volunteer  com- 
pany of  light-infantry  passed  by  here  from  Cherry- 
Valley  : they  were  in  complete  uniform,  and  in  high 
spirits — they  made  a very  handsome  appearance.  The 
whole  number  of  regular  troops  and  militia  that  have 
gone  through  here  within  a week,  is  not  far  from 
three  thousand.  There  were  sixty  men  from  Otsego 
in  colonel  Stranahan’s  regiment,  who  volunteered 
their  services,  that  were  upwards  of  fifty  years  old, 
“and have  once  seen  war.” 

It;  is  reported  here,  that  fifteen  hundred  Indians 
have  embodied  this  side  of  Utica  ; and  will  march 
on  to  the  frontiers  in  a lew  days,  and  join  the  Ameri- 
can aaroy.  Lynx. 

Buffalo®  Sept.  23. — On  Thursday  night  last,  Lew- 
is Nyles,  a centinei  from  lieut.  col.  Hopkins’  regi- 
ment, posted  near  Fields’  tavern,  on  the  Niagara  ri- 
ver, about  seventeen  miles  below  tills  place,  was 
shot  dead  on  his  post,  by  some  person,  who  being 
hailed  by  the  centinei,  replied  that  he  had  not  got 
the  countersign  but  a written  pass,  which  he  would 
show  him  ; on  being  permitted  to  approach  to  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  he  drew  a pistol  from  his  bosom 
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and  shot  the  centinel,  and  made  his  escape.  The 
report  of  the  pistol,  and  the  cries  of  the  centinel, 
gave  an  immediate  alarm,  and  it  was  thought  the 
person  made  his  escape  across  the  river  to  Grand- 
Island,  as  a boat  was  soon  after  heard  on  the  river. 

About  140  young  warriors  of  the  Seneca  nation  of 
Indians  from  Allegany  river  arrived  in  town  last 
' week  are  encamped  near  the  village.  More  are  ex- 
pected from  different  parts.  Several  conferences  and 
councils  have  lately  been  held  with  the  chiefs  They 
voluntarily  offered  to  take  up  arms  for  defensive  ope- 
rations. Yesterday  they  performed  a war  dance  in 
the  streets  of  this  village. 

NAVAL. 

The  frigate  President,  com.  Rodgers  ; United 
Slates,  capt.  Decatur ; Congress,  capt.  Smith  and 
Argus,  iieut.  Sinclair,  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  8th 
inst.  on  a cruise — It  is  said  they  are  to  be  joined  by 
the  Essex  and  Wasp  in  a certain  latitude. 

A cartel  has  arrived  at  New -York  from  New-Pro- 
dence,  with  60  American  prisoners,  where  many  ves- 
sels, chiefly  “new-made  Spaniards”  have  been  car- 
ried. 

The  spirit  for  privateering  powerfully  increases  ; 
and  as  it  is  a most  effectual  measure  by  which  the 
enemy  may  be  annoyed  and  brought  to  reason,  we 
heartily  rejoice  at  it.  We  every  day  learn  of  new 
privateers.  We  have  attempted  to  make  a list  of 
them,  and  hope  one  day  to  give  a satisfactory  account 
of  this  species  of  our  naval  force.  On  the  5th  inst. 
there  sailed  from  Salem  two  very  stout  vessels — viz. 
the  ship  Alexander  of  20  heavy  guns  and  155  men  and 
the  brig  Thorn  of  18  do.  and  148  men.  A very  fine 
vessel,  designed  for  a privateer  was  launched  at  Nor- 
wich, Con.  on  the  7th  instant ; and  in  almost  every 
port  similar  proceedings  are  goingon.  A first  rate 
vessel,  called  the  Snapper  was  launched  at  Philadel- 
phia, a few  days  ago,  being  built  in  six  weeks — ano- 
ther at  New-York,  &c.  &c. 

The  privateer  Paul  Jones  lias  returned  to  port  af- 
ter a cruise  of  three  months,  in  which  she  is  suppos- 
ed to  have  sailed  S000  miles. 

The  British  harvest  seems  pretty  well  over  for  the 
present.  During  the  two  weeks  preceding  the  date 
of  die  last  accounts  from  Halifax,  not  one  prize  arriv- 
ed at  that  port. 

Admiral  Warren  remained  at  Halifax  at  our  last 
dates. 

luuTisir  ArcouxT. 

'Extract  from  the  log-book *1  of  an  officer , -who  yvas  on 

board  his  majesty’s  slap  Guerriere,  in  the  late  ac- 
tion. 

“His  majesty’s  ship  Guerriere,  being  on  her  re- 
turn from  a cruise,  her  foremast  and  bowsprit  crip- 
pled, and  most  of  her  fore  rigging  gone — on  the  19th 
August,  lat.  40,  20,  sr.  and  long.  55,  w.  at  2 o’clock, 

■ r.  r-r.  saw  a sail  on  her  weather  beam',  coming  down 
before  the  wind ; made  sail  in  chase.  Went  to  quar- 
ters and  cleared  for  action — at  4 o’clock  the  chase  was 
discovered  to  be  the  United  States’  frigate  Consli- 
tution,  which  we  had  formerly  chased  off'  New -York, 
but  which  had  escaped,  by  superior  sailing,  from 
the  English  squadron.  Hauled  up  the  courses,  took 
in  the  top-gallant-sails,  backed  the  main- topsail,  and 
hoisted  an  ensign  at  each  mast-head,  'file  enemy 
shortened  sail  and  hauled  to  the  wind.  Filled, our 
main-topsail.  At  4h.  15m.  the  Constitution  bore  up 
and  hoisted  her  colors  at  each  mast-head.  Fired  a 
shot  over  her  ; and  finding  it  to  go  about  1-2  a mile 
beyond  him,  gave  him  our  starboard  broadside,  and 
wore  to  give  him  our  larboard.  At  4h.  20m.  the 
enemy  commenced  firing,  wove  several  times  to  avoid 
being  raked,  exchanging  broadsides.  At  5th  our 
•opponent  closed  within  half  pistol  shot  on  our  star- 


board beam,  both  steering  free,  and  keeping  up  a 
heavy  fire.  At  5h.  20m.  the  mizen  mast  was  shot 
away,  fell  over  our  starboard  quarter,  and  brought 
the  ship  to  the  wind,  against  her  helm,  which  expos- 
ed us  to  a heavy  raking  fire  from  the  enemy,  who 
placed  himself  on  our  larboard  bow  ; a few  only  of 
our  bow  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  him  : — 
whilst  his  grape  shot,  and  riflemen  in  his  tops,  were 
sweeping  our  decks.  At  5h.  40m.  the  ship  not  an- 
swering her  helm,  he  attempted  to  cross  our  bows 
and  lay  us  on  board.  At  5h.  55m.  our  bowsprit  got 
foul  of  his  larboard  quarter.  Got  the  boarders  up 
to  board  him  ; but  the  sea  running  too  high  it  was 
found  to  he  impracticable.  Both  ships  keeping  up  a 
fire  with  musketry,  and  we  with  the  bow  gun,  the 
only  one  that  would  hear.  At  this  time  most  of  our 
men  on  the  quarter  deck  and  the  forecastle  were 
picked  off  by  his  musketry.  At  6h.  20m.  the  ship 
coming  to,  we  brought  some  of  the  bow  guns  to  bear 
on  him,  and  got  clear  of  the  enemy.  The  fore  and 
main  mast  then  went  over  the  starboard  side,  and 
completely  disabled  our  guns.  The  Constitution  im- 
mediately made  sail  a-head,  leaving  the  Guerriere  an 
unmanageable  wreck.  All  hands  were  immediately 
employed  in  clearing  the  wreck  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  get  the  ship  before  the  wind  to  recommence 
the  action  ; but  just  as  we  had  completed  clearing 
jher,  the  sprit-sail  yard  went  away,  and  left  the  ship 
in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  rolling  her  main  deck  guns 
under  water.  Our  opponent,  by  this  time,  had  re- 
fitted and  wore  round  to  rake  us  ; and  all  attempts 
to  get  the  ship  before  the  wind,  or  to  bring  any  of 
our  guns  to  bear,  proving  in  vain — the  ship  in  a sink- 
ing condition — much  shattered  in  her  hull,  many  shot 
between  wind  and  water,  with  one  third  of  her  crew 
killed  and  wounded,  capt.  Dacres  called  his  remain- 
ing officers  together — when  all  were  of  opinion,  that 
any  further  resistance  would  be  a useless  expence  of 
lives.  At.  5h.  the  jack  was  taken  from  the  stump  of 
the  mizen-mast. 

The  Guerriere  was  a frigate  of  1084  tons  burthen, 
taken  from  the  French  in  1806,  and  had  302  men  and 
boys  belonging  to.  her  ; but  the  2d  lieutenant,.  2d  of 
marines,  3 midshipmen,  and  25  men,  were  away  in 
prizes  ; there  were  10  American  seamen  on  board, 
who  had  belonged  to  her  for  some  years  ; but  as  the 
declaration  of  war  against  Great*  Britain  was  not 
known  when  she  sailed,  there  had  been  no  opportu- 
nity of  discharging  them  ; and  capt.  Dacres  consi- 
dering it  as  unjust  to  compel  a yative  of  the  United 
States  to  fight  against  his  countrymen,  granted  them 
permission  to  quit  their  quarters  and  go  below — so- 
that  we  had  only  actually  in  action  244  men  and  39 
boys. 

The  Constitution  is  a frigate  of  upwards  of  1600 
tons  burthen,  having  onboard  480  men,  mounting  15 
long  24  pounders  on  each  side  of  her  gun  deck,  12 
| carronades  and  a long  8 pounder  on  each  side  of  her 
spar  deck. 


American  Frizes. 

(weekly  LIST COKTIXIJED  FROYI  PAGE  94.) 

209.  Ship  John,  14  guns,  35  men,  400  tons  bur- 
then, from  Demarara  tor  Liverpool,  laden  with  742 
bales  cotton,  230  hhds.  sugar,  105  puncheons  of. rum, 
50  casks  and  300  bags  coffee,  with  a large  quantity 
of  old  copper  and  dye  wood,  worth  at  least  $5150,000, 
sent  into  Baltimore  by  the  Cornet  of  that  port: 

210.  Ship  Commerce,  14  guns,  long  nines,  * 

men,  from  4 to  500  tons  burthen,  from  Demarara 
for  London,  very  richly  laden  with  sugar,  rum,  cot- 
ton and  coffee,  and  as  valuable  as  the  John,  above 
mentioned,  sent  into  Portland  by  the  Decatur  of 
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Newburyport.  The  captain  and  several  of  the  crew 
were  killed  by  the  first  broadside  from  the  privateer. 

211.  Brig  industry,  10  guns — from  Surrinam  for 
London,  with  a valuable  cargo  of  sugar,  cotton, 
coffee,  &.c.  sent  into  Wilmington,  N.  C.  by  the  Comet 
of  Baltimore.  (fij"  The  Comet  overhauled  every  ves- 
sel she  chased  during  her  cruise,  and  took  every 
British  vessel  she  saw  ; yet  made  only  four  prizes — 
but  they  were  Worth  400,000  dollars,  and  have  all 
safely  arrived. 

212.  Privateer  schooner  Frances  of  Nassau,  N.  P. 
4 guns  and  30  men — a fine  fast  sailing  vessel,  sent 
into  Baltimore  by  the  Dolphin  of  that  port. 

213.  Privateer  , taken  by  the  Rapid  of 

Charleston,  and  burnt. 

214.  Brig  Tor  Abbey,  laden  with  dry  fish,  sent 
into  Cape  Ann  by  the  Thresher  privateer.  A valua- 
ble vessel. 

215.  Brig  Mary,  from  St.  Johns  for  England,  laden 
with  timber,  sent  into  Charlestoh  by  the  Benjamin 
Franklin  privateer. 

216.  Ship  Princess  Amelia,  8 guns,  9 pounders, 
30  men,  from  the  Leeward  islands  for  England  with 
the  September  mail,  and  several  passengers ; cap- 
tured, after  a very  obstinate  and  gallant  defence,  by 
the  Rossie  of  Baltimore,  and  sent  into  Savannah. — 
The  captain  of  the  packet  and  one  man  killed  and  7 
wounded ; and  on  board  the  Rossie,  the  first  officer 
and  7 men  wounded.  The  passengers  in  the  packet 
Speak  in  the  most  handsome  terms  of  the  polite  treat- 
ment they  received  from  com.  Barney. 

21 7.  Schooner , laden  with  sugar,  flour.  Sec. 

an  assorted  cargo,  sent  into  Portland  by  the  Teazer 
privateer. 

218.  Brig , from  Madeira  for  London,  laden 

with  choice  wine,  sent  into  Newburyport  by  the 
Marengo  of  New  York. 

219.  Brig  Orient,  from  Quebec  for  England,  laden 
With  timber,  sent  into  Portland  by  the  Teazer  priva- 
teer. 


British  Goods. 

It  is  a matter  of  much  and  various  interest  to  the 
people  at  large  to  be  informed,  that  a very  great  sup- 
ply of  British  goods  has  been  received  in  the  United 
States,  and  for  sale  in  the  several  cities  and  towns 
accustomed  to  import  them.  Additional  ship  leads 
are  almost  daily  arriving,  and  the  stock  is,  or  proba- 
bly will  be,  three  times  larger  than  at  any  former 
period.  The  vessels  that  have  been  sent  into  Hali- 
fax are  given  tip,  and  all  having  licences  are  to  be  re- 
spected by  the  British  crujsers.  The  goods  on  their 
arrival  here  are  Obtained  by  the  importers,  by  a ju- 
dicial proceeding’,  on  giving  bond  to  abide  the  deci- 
sion of  the  court  on  the  non-importation  law.  The 
price  of  these  goods  is  considerably  reduced,  not 
only  from  the  quantity  thrown  into  the  market,  but 
front'  an  expectation  that  the  war  may  not  last  long, 
or  that  “ways  and  means ” may  be  found  to  receive 
them,  if  it  should  continue — but  they  are,  neverthe- 
less, much  dearer  than  they  used  to  be,  and  will  be 
chiefly  purchased  by  those  who  cannot  conveniently 
obtain  a supply  of  home-spun , which  is  better  and 
cheaper.  These  importations  have  had  some  effect 
o,i  the  price  of  British  bills,  which  are  now  readily  dis- 
posed of  at  only  2d  per  cent,  under  par  ; which  shews 
that  all  the  goods  were  not  paid  for,  as  was  reported. 
Some  persons  luive  estimated  that  the  duties  on  the 
present  year’s  supply  will  amount  to  twenty  millions 
of  dollars;  and,  indeed,  they  will  probably  reach 
that  enormous  sum,  let  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  pro- 
perty be  what  it  may.  Report  says  it  will  be  restor- 
to  the  claimants.  With  the  bustle  of  imports 


and  exports — the  receipt  of  British  goods  and  the 
supply  of  the  British  armies  with  flour  and  grain,  it 
is  hal’d  to  believe  that  we  are  really  at  war. 


“ The  Common  Law.” 

About  two  years  ago,  a wealthy  monster  in  the  isl- 
and of  Nevis,  compelled  his  slaves,  about  600  in 
number,  in  addition  to  their  day-labor,  to  perform 
night-work,  when  the  light  of  the  moon  made  it  prac- 
ticable. Some  of  the  slaves  manifested  their  repug- 
nance to  this  unnatural  toil ; on  which  he  took  twen- 
ty of  them  to  the  market  place  of  the  little  town  on 
the  island,  and  caused  them  to  receive  as  high  i>s  265 
lashes,  in  the  presence  of  several  magistrates  and.  cler- 
gymen, who  refused  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  man- 
gled wretches.  But  the  House  of  Assembly , for  the 
sake  of  humanity  and  credit  of  the  island,  took  up 
the  case  : they  publicly  reprobated  his  conduct,  and 
adopted  measures  to  bring  him  to  legal  punishment, 
for  violating  the  laws  which  forbid  the  excessive  la- 
bor of  slaves.  The  matter  was  tried,  and  the  planter 
acquitted,  through  the  power  of  his  money,  and  ( the 
glorious  uncertainty  of  the  law.’  He  threatened  the 
General  Assembly  with  vengeance,  and  instituted  an 
action  at  comtcox  law,  against  the  editor  of  the  St- 
Christopher’ s Gazette,  (of  which  island  Nevis  is  a de- 
pendency) for  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  legis- 
lature on  his  case ; and  so  popular  was  the  prosecu- 
tion,that  a jury  staid  out  of  court  three  days — for  they 
wished  to  find  him  guilty,  though  satisfied  of  his 
innocence  of  intention.  A new  trial  at  length  took 
place,  and  the  verdict  was  contained  in  these  very 
remarkable  words — “ guilty  of  publishing  a libel  issu- 
ed by  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Nevis,  under  a mis- 
taken opinion  that  it  was  not  a libel,  and  that  the  au- 
thority of  that  body  justified  his  publishing  their  reso- 
lutions.” The  sentence  was — “ to  be  imprisoned  three 
months  and  find  security  for  his  good  behavior  for  three 
years.”  This  was  carrying  the  matter  to  the  very 
extent  oflord  Mansfield’s  doctrine,  and  excited  great 
sensibility  in  England.  The  case  being  reported  to 
the  prince  regent,  to  his  credit  be  it  said,  he  imme- 
diately ordered  a solemn  investigation  of  the  whole 
business,  by  honest  and  impartial  men,  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  villainy  from  first  to  last — and  direct- 
ed that  the  magistrates  who  might  have  known  or 
prevented  the  outrage,  should  be  deprived  of  their 
offices  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner  possible. — 
But  the  printer  had  no  redress. 


Steam  Engines. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Lexington , ( 'Kentucky, ) 
Avgust  20th  1811,  from  Mr.  Luther  Stephens,  to 
Oliver  Evans. 

“ I have  got  our  hew  steam  engine  in  motion,  and 
it  exceeds  iny  most  sanguine  expectations  : the  pow- 
er is  sufficient  to  run  four  pair  of  five  feet  mill-stones; 
it  is  hardly  possible  that  any  thing  could  work  better; 
I have  made  it  on  the  inexhaustible  principle,  which 
works  completely,  and  we  use  no  more  water  (in  the 
boiler)  than  what  is  decomposed  and  discharged  in 
air,  which  is  not  more  water  in  twenty -four  hours 
than  would  be  carried  in  steam  in  twenty  minutes, 
without  that  principle;  but  this  is  mere  conjecture, as 
I have  not  ascertained  the  quantity,  but  I may  say 
with  safety  that  all  the  principles  are  sufficiently 
proved,  which  with  the  simple  plan  of  one  valve 
completes  the  engine,  so  that  it  may  now  be  pronoun- 
ced in  its  present  state,  the  most  simple,  powerful, 
durable  and  cheap,  of  any  that  is  yet  in  use,  and  ap- 
plicable to  any  purpose  for  which  such  a power  may 
be  wanted,  it  is  so  simple  that  any  common  mecha- 
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ale  could  be  taught  to  attend  it  in  a few  days.  The 
boilers  will  keep  clear  of  scale  or  sediment,  when 
worked  with  limestone,  salt  or  muddy  water,  anti 
less  fuel  will  be  required,  not  more  than  two  cords  of 
wood  in  twenty-four  hours  to  drive  four  pair  of  five 
feet  milestones,  so  that  you  may  esteem  the  inex- 
haustible principle  one  of  your  greatest  discoveries.” 
N.  B.  You  are  at  liberty  to  publish  such  part  of 
the  above  letter,  as  you  may  think  would  be  useful  to 
the  public. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Middletown,  Connecticut  Fe- 
bruary 27  181  '2,  from  Mr.  Arthur  fV.  jVfagil , super 
intendant  for  the  Middletoivn  manufacturing  compa- 
ny to  the  same. 

“ It  is  nine  months  since  we  have  had  your  improv- 
ed steam  engine  in  operation,  we  have  been  gradual- 
ly loading  it  with jn achinery,  and  have  now  got  all  | 
that  v/e  intend  for  the  present  at  work.  It  is  with 
much  pleasure  we  make  known  to  you  our  high  opi- 
j:  on  respecting  it.  We  consider  it  in  every  respect 
superior  to  Bolton  and  Watts  improved  engine.  Its 
simplicity  is  such,  that  a lad  of  common  parts  can 
take  care  of  it  with  a days  instruction.  Very  little 
sediment  collects  in  the  boilers,  an  examination  of 
them  twice  a year  is  sufficient. — The  piston  requires 
packing  once  a month.  The  rotatory  valve  is  an  im- 
portant improvement,  your  method  of  applying  the 
steam  is  so  obviously  preferable  to  the  English  me- 
thod of  using  it  to  form  a vacuum,  that  your  engines 
must  before  long  be  universally  adopted.  The  steam 
that  has  done  its  work  enables  us  to  warm  our  rooms 
in  winter,  so  that  the  risque  from  fire  is  greatly  les- 
sened. 0.ur  engine  requires  about  three  quarters  of 
a cord  of  wood,  to  work  twelve  hours  with  our  pre- 
sent machinery.” 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Vidalia,  (~ opposite  Natchez J 
April  4th  1812,  from  Reuben  Nichols  to  the  same. 

“ It,  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  1 take  up  my 
pen  to  inform  you  of  the  wonderful  performance  of 
our  engine.  We  are  driving  at  present  three  saws 
and  mill-stone  s with  great  ease;  it  does  not  appear 
to  me  that  we  use  one  half  its  power ; I can  make  it 
strike  as  many  strokes  as  I please.  I have  made  it 
strike  rising  seventy  (double)  strokes  per  minute,  and 
still  keep  up  the  steam.  The  condensing  apparatus 
works  complete.  It  is  viewed  with  admiration  and 
astonishment  by  every  one  who  sees  it  perform.” 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Natches , March  12,  1812, 
to  the  same. 

“ Then  you  may  be  sure  that  the  vessel  will  go  as 
you  calculate,  at  the  rate  of  eleven  miles  per  hour. 
I am  confident  of  it,  after  what  I have  seen  of  the 
steam-boat  that  runs  from  this  to  New-Orleans  ” 

N.  B.  The  gentleman  had  seen  the  Engine  at  Vi- 
dalia working,  where  there  is  a boat  building  to  be 
driven  by  such  an  engine. 

The  cylinders  of  those  engines  are  only  nine  inch- 
es and  a half  in  diameter,  the  stroke  of  the  piston 
three  feet  four  inches  ; they  are  capable  of  doing  as 
much  work  of  any  kind  to  which  they  can  be  applied, 
as  seventy-two  horses. 

The  price  of  such  engines  warranted  at  present, 
is  §6000  paid  down,  but  if  it  be  warranted  to  work 
four  years  without  repair,  and  to  grind  20  bushels 
grain  per  hour,  or  saw  5000  feet  of  boards  in  12  hours 
and  a district  lie  granted  with  it  to  secure  against 
immediate  competition,  the  price  will  be  $10,000, 
(or  the  same  price  of  English  engines  of  same  pow- 
er) one  half  of  the  money  to  be  paid  down,  the  rest 
on  interest,  §1000  deducting  repairs  to  be  paid  an- 
nually until  ail  be  paid. 

This  improvement  is  worthy  the  attention  of  those 
who  are  getting  steam-engines  for  any  purpose.  The 

tune  will  soon  come  when  they  will  be  willing  to 


throw  aside  the  ponderous  complex  feeble  and  ex- 
pensive engines,  to  adopt  the  use  of  those  light,  pow- 
erful, simple  and  less  expensive  improved  ones  as 
hundreds  have  already  done,  with  the  other  inven- 
tions and  improvements  of  the  inventor,  the  use  of 
which  they  at  first  rejected,  while  others  adopted, 
ted  them  and  were  saving  thousands  of  dollars  by 
their  use.  G.  C. 


Modern  Antiquities  ! 

The  following  list  of  privateers  hated  out  of  the  port 
of  New- York  in  the  year  1758,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  then  French  war,  is  copied  from 
Game’s  pocket  almanac  for  the  following  year  . 


Ships  Sturdy-Beggar,  Troup 

General-Woife,  Seymour 

General- Amherst,  Koffier  . 

Colonel- Prevost,  Caldwell 

Royal-Hunter,  Harrison 

Blakeney,  White  (lost)  . 

Hercules,  Miller 

King  of  Prussia,  Donalson 

; Duke  of  Cumberland,  Lilly  . 

Oliver  Cromwell,  Nicoll  . 

St.  George,  Devereaux 

General  Johnson,  Little  . 

Tartar,  Lawrence 

Snows  Boscawen,  Rutgers 

Royal  Hester,  Dale 

Cicero,  Smith  (taken)  . 

Dreadnought,  Taylor  . 

Prince  Fedinand,  Muzzay 

Abercrombie,  Valentine 

Greyhound,  Stoddard 

Revenge,  Pell 

Neptune,  Thompson  (taken)  . 

Hornet,  Spelling  (taken) 

Brigs  Earl  of  Loudonn,  Wallace 

Johnson,  Horton  . . 

True  Triton,  Masterton 

King  George,  Leaycraft 

Hawke,  Harrison  . 

Prince  of  0;*ange,  Thomas  . 

De  Lancv,  Skinner  . 

-i — - Mary,  Pell  (taken) 

Hope,  M‘Daniel 

Charming  Sally,  Dwight 

Duke  of  Marlborough,  Fenton  . 

George,  Ilaley 

Prin ce-George,|Muzz ay  (lost)  . 

New-York,  Doran 

Columbine,  Lane  . . , 

Barque  Decoy,  Knights,  (taken)  . 
Sciir.  Sampson,  Phcenix  . 

Sloops  Goldfinch,  Dobbs 

Squirrel,  Law 

Fox,  Crew  .... 

Catherine,  Sears 

Hardy,  Grantham  (lost) 

Prince-Edward,  Hickey,  . 

Harlequin,  Wright 

Bradstreet,  Bickers, '(lost) 

— - Tiger,  M‘Dougall 

In  all,  48  vessels,  carrying  695  guns 


Guns.  Men~ 


26 

200 

. 24 

200 

20 

150 

. 20 

150 

20 

150 

. 20 

150 

18 

140 

. 18 

140 

16 

140 

. 16 

140 

16 

140 

. 16 

140 

16 

140 

. 16 

130 

16 

130 

. 14 

120 

14 

120 

. 14 

120 

14 

120 

. 14 

120 

14 

120 

. 14 

120 

14 

120 

. 14 

120 

14 

120 

. 14 

120 

14 

120 

. 14 

120 

12 

110 

. 12 

110 

12 

110 

. 12 

110 

12 

110 

. 12 

100 

12 

100 

. 12 

100- 

12 

100 

. 12 

100 

6 

40 

. 11 

100 

12 

100 

. 12, 

100 

14 

100 

. 12 

100 

12 

100 

. 10 

40 

10 

50 

. 8 

40 

8 

40 

and  5,660  men. 

College  of  Medicine. 

Having  been  appointed  a committee  “to  prepare 
a statement  with  regard  to  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  this  institution,  to  the  progress  of  the  build- 
ing for  tlie  accommodation  of  the  class,  to  the  cour- 
ses of  lectures  to  be  delivered  here  next  winter, 
&c” 
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We  proceed  to  state,  that,  from  the  number  of  stu-i 
dents  who  attended  our  college  last,  winter,  under 
temporary  inconveniences  with  which  we  then  had 
to  contend,  but  wliich  will  have  been  entirely  obvi- 
ated by  the  commencement  of  our  next  course,  from 
the  conspicuous  merit  of  our  graduates  last  spring, 
from  ihe  zealous  support  of  which  we  have  been  as- j 
sured  by  physicians  in  various  directions,  from  our 
central  situation,  and  from  other  local  advantages, 
we  calculate  on  having  a very  respectable  class  next 
winter. 

We  are,  moreover,  enabled  to  state  with  confi- 
dence that  the  building  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  professors  and  students,  which  is  already  in 
great  forwardness,  will  be  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  the  class,  by  the  1st  of  November,  and  that  the 
lecturing1  rooms  will  be  convenient,  comfortable  and 
capable  of  containing  from  six  to  eight  hundred  per- 
sons, and  that  there  are  apartments,  in  the  same 
building  calculated  to  favor  the  cultivation  of  prac- 
tical anatomy,  by  students. 

We  think  it  proper  to  remark  also,  that  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  the  whole  course  of  instruction 
in  this  institution  more  complete,  several  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  professorships,  and  some 
additional  professorships  have  been  created  and  filled 

The  permanent  arrangement  of  professorships  is 
as  follows : 

Of  anatomy,  &c.  by  James  Cocke,  M.  D. 

Of  the  practice  and  theory  of  medicine,  by  Natha- 
niel Potter,  M.  D. 

Of  chemistry,  by  Elisha  De  Butts,  M.R. 

Of  materia  medic  a,  by  Samuel  Baker,  M.  D. 

Of  the  institutes  of  medicine  or  principles  of  phy- 
sic-k,  by  John B.  Bavidge,  M.D. 

Of  surgery,  by  Wit.  Gibson,  M.  D. 

Of  obstericks,  including  the  diseases  of  women  and 
children,  by  John  B-  Davidge,  M.  D.  and  Richard  W. 
Hall,  M.  D. 

We  are  happy  to  inform  the  Regents,  that  from 
the  personal  attention  of  Dr.  De  Butts  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  considerable  improve- 
ments have  been  made  in  the  apparatus  attached  to 
the  chemical  department. 

The  course  of  instruction  in  the  College  of  Medi- 
cine of  Maryland,  will  commence  annually  on  the 
first  Monday  of  November,  and  be  concluded  by  the 
last  day  of  February.  JAMES  COCKE, 

JOHN  B.  DAVIDGE, 
WM.  GIBSON. 

It  was  resolved  by  the  Regents,  That  the  above 
statement  and  the  two  following  resolutions  should 
be  published  in  the  newspapers  as  extensively  as 
possible. 

Resolved,  That  as  an  expression  of  the  estimation 
. in  which  the  College  of  Medicine  of  Maryland  holds 
classical  learning,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  me- 
dical students  who  may  attend  this  institution  to  pos- 
sess themselves  of  such  attainments,  the  Regents, 
will  give  annually  to  the  graduate  who  shall  present 
the  thesis  best  written  in  the  Latin  language,  a gold 
medal. 

Resolved,  That  all  graduates  in  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences who  may  take  degrees  in  phvsick  in  this  insti- 
tution shall  be  exempt  from  the  ordinary  expence  of 
graduation.  JAMES  COCKE,  M.  D.  Secfry. 

Baltimore,  24tth  August,  1812. 


The  Chronicle. 

Henry  M.  Ridge ly  and  Thomas  Cooper,  Esquires, 
have  been  elected  representatives  in  the  13th  con- 
gress, from  the  state  of  Delaware..  They  are  fede- 
ralists. 


I Messrs.  Magruder  and  Bestrehan  have  been  elect- 
ed senators  of  the  United  States  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Louisiana.  They  are  republicans. 

Lord  Wellington  entered  Madrid  on  the  11th  cf 
August,  amidst  the  shouts  of  the  people.  King  Jo- 
seph is  said  to  have  retired  to  Valencia,  where  Su- 
lci let  commands.  The  siege  of  Cadiz  has  probably 
been  raised ; and  it  appears  possible  that  the  French 
may  be  compelled  to  abandon  Spam  altogether,  for 
the  present,  if  the  attention  of  Napoleon  shall  be 
drawn,  with  his  mighty  armies,  to  the  North,  much 
longer.  Sweden  has  certainly  allied  herself  with 
England  and  Russia,  and  was  about  to  bring  a con- 
siderable number  of  troops  into  the  field. But 

though  the  army  under  Marmont  appears  to  have 
been  completely  broken  up,  Soult's  force  was  entire 
at  the  last  dates,  and  Suchet  had  under  him  from  25 
to  30,000  veterans,  being  joined  by  the  troops  from 
Madrid  retiring  with  Joseph.  Tins  force  will,  pro- 
bably, be  greatly  augmented,  by  the  corps  of  Mar- 
r.wni’s  army,  escaping  the  enemy — he  may  form  a 
j unction  with  Soult , and  speedily  give  a new  face  t® 
the  affairs  of  Spain. 

Died  on  Saturday  evening  last,  after  a short  illness, 
William  Wood,  Esqr.  his  Britannic  majesty’s  con- 
sul for  the  state  of  Maryland. 

The.  government  of  Portugal  has  issued  a proclama- 
tion of  neutrality,  in  the  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  for  bidding  the  introduction 
of  prizes  by  either  party,  “ except  in  cases  Where 
the  laws  of  nations  require  it,”  which,  however,  shall 
not  be  sold  or  unladen,  “ or  permitted  to  remain 
longer  than  may  be  necessary  to  avoid  danger  or 
procure  innocent  succors.” 

By  an  arrival  from  Porto  Cavello  we  learn  that  the 
royal  patriots  have  the  loyal  traitor  Mi  baud  a in  irons. 
They  will  probably  cut  off  his  head.  The  royalists 
have  seized  upon  rjl  the  American  vessels  within 
their  Teach,  which  were  expected  to  be  condemned 
as  good  prizes,  upon  what  ground  is  not  stated. 

Maryland  Election.  We  were  misinformed  last 
week  on  the  result  of  the  election  in  Anne  Arundle 
county — four  republicans  were  chosen.  The  houne 
of  delegates  will  therefore  consist  of  54  federalists 
and  26  republicans. 

By  an  arrival  at  Boston  we  learn  that  the  royalists 
of  Monteviedo  had  projected  a counter  revolution  at 
Buenos  Ayres.  It  was  to  have  broken  out  on  tlm 
4th  of  July — but  the  plot  was  discovered,  and  27  of 
the  conspirators  seized,  and  put  to  death.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  treachery,  the  republicans  had  de- 
clared war  against  the  tories,  and  marched  5,000  to 
Montevideo. 

It  is  reported  that  admiral  Warden  has  not  the  pow- 
ers of  a peace-maker,  as  has  been  attributed  to  lom  ; 
but  it  is  said,  a minister  will  soon  lie  sent  from  Eng- 
land for  the  special  purpose  of  opening  a negoemtion. 
Energy,  with  union,  will  sobn  bring  this  event  about, 
admitting  the  present  rumor  to  he  unfounded. 

Air.  Alexander  Contee  Hanson' and  his  associates, 
who  defended  the  house  in  Charles  street,  in  this  ci- 
ty, on  the  night  of  the  27th  July,  indicted  for  man- 
slaughter,  have  had  their  trial  at  Annapolis,  and  are 
acquitted.  As  the  case  involves  much  leg'al  matter, 
a report  of  it  shall  be  inserted  in  the  Register,  if  ob- 
tained. 

The  general  election  was  held  in  Pennsylvania  on 
Tuesday  last — the  republicans  have  had  their  usual 
success,  and  in  Philadelphia  have  also  elected  their 
candidates  for  the  offices  in  the  corporation  by  a ma- 
jority  of  about  100  votes.  It  is  probable  that  every 
representative  in  Congress  will  be  republican. 
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Constitution  of  New-Hamp  shire. 

C Conducted  from  page  99.) 

EXECUTIVE  POWER . GOVERNOR. 

The  governor  shall  be  chosen  annually,  in  the  month  of  March  ; 
hnd  the  votes  for  governor  shall  be  received,  counted,  certified,  anti 
returned  in  the  same  manner  as  the  votes  for  senators  ; and  the 
secretary  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  the  last  Wednesday  of  October,  to  be  by  them  ex- 
amined ; and  in  case  of  an  election  by  a majority  of  votes  through 
the  state,  the  choice  shall  be  by  them  declared  and  published. 

And  the  qualifications  of  electors  of  the  governor  shall  be  the 
’same  as  those  for  senators;  and  if  no  person  shall  have  a majority 
of  votes,  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  shall,  by  joint 
ballot,  elect  one  of  the  two  persons  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes,  who  shall  be  declared  governor. 

Ami  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  this  office  unless  at  the  time 
of  his  election  he  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  state  for 
seven  years  next  preceding,  and  unless  he  shall  be  of  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  and  unless  lie  shall,  at  the  same  time,  have  an  estate 
of  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds,  one-half  of  which  shall  con- 
sist of  a tree-hold  in  his  own  right,  within  this  state. 

In  cases  of  disagreement  between  the  |two  houses,  with  regard 
to  the  time  or  place  of  adjournment  or  prorogation,  the  governor, 
with  advice  of  council,  shall  have  a right  to  adjourn  or  prorogue 
the  general  court,  not  exceeding  seven  months  at  any  one  time, 
as  he  may  determine  the  public  good  may  require,  to  meet  at  the 
dace  where  the  general  court  shall  be  at  that  time  sitting;  and 
le  shall  dissolve  the  same  seven  days  before  the  said  last  Wednes- 
day in  October. 

And,  in  case  of  any  infectious  distemper  prevailing  in  the  place 
where  the  said  court  at  any  time  is  to  convene,  or  any  other  cause 
whereby  dangers  may  arise  to  the  health  or  lives  of  the  members 
from  their  attendance,  the  governor  may  direct  the  session  (o  be 
holden  at  some  other,  the  most  convenient  place  within  the  state. 

Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  of  the  general 
court  shall,  before  it  become  a law,  be  presented  to  the  governor ; 
if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with 
his  objections  to  that  house  in  which  it  shall  have  orig  inated,  who 
shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  aim  proceed  to 
re-eonsider  it ; if,  after  such  re-consideration;  two-thirds  of  that 
house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with 
such  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise 
be  re-considered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  shall 
become  a law.  But  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  ofboth  houses  shall 
be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  vot- 
ing for  or  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  eacli 
house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  “not  be  returned  by  the  gover- 
nor within  five  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been 

? Presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
lad  signed  it,  unless  the  legislature,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent 
its  return  ; in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a law. 

Every  resolve  shall  be  presented  to  the  governor,  and  before  the 
Same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disap- 
proved by  him,  shall  be  re-passed  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the 
case  of  a bill. 

All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney  general,  solicitors,  all  sheriffs, 
coroners,  registers  of  probate,  and  ail  officers  of  the  navy,  and  gen- 
eral and  field  officers  of  the  militia,  shall  be  nominated  and  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor  arid  council:  and  every  such  nomination  shall 
be  made  at  least  three  days  prior  to  such  appointment,  and  no 
appointment  shall  take  place  unless  a majority  of  the  council  agree 
thereto.  The  governor  and  council  shall  have  a negative  on  each 
other,  both  in  the  nominations  and  appointments.  Every  nomi- 
nation and  appointment  shall  be  signed  by  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, and  every  negative  shall  be  also  signed  by  the  governor  or  coun- 
cil who  made  the  same. 

The  captains  and  subalterns  in  the  respective  regiments,  shall 
he  nominated  by  the  field  officers,  and  if  approved  by  the  gover- 
nor, shall  be  appointed  by  him. 

Whenever  the  chair  of  the  governor  shall  become  vacant, by  reason 
of  his  death,  absence  from  the  state  or  otherwise,  the  president  of  the 
senate,  shall,  during  such  vacancy,  have  and  exercise  all  the  pow- 
ers and  authorities  which,  by  this  constitution,  the  governor  is 
vested  with,  when  personally  present ; but  When  the  president  of 
the  senate  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor  he  shall  not  hold  his 
office  in  the  senate. 

The  governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  shall  have  full  pow- 
!er  and  authority,  in  the  recess  of  the  general  court,  to  prorogue  the 
same  from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  seven  months,  in  any  one 
recess  of  said  court ; and  during  the  session  of  said  court,  to  ad- 
journ or  prorogue  i t to  any  time  the  two  houses  may  desire,  a ad  to 
call  it  together  sooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned 
or  prorog  ued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  state  should  require  the  same. 

The  governor  of  this  state  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  comman- 
der in  chief  of  the  army  :uul  navy,  arul  ail  the  military  forces  of 


this  state,  by  sea  and  land  ; and  shall  have  full  power  by  himself 
or  by  any  chief  commander,  or  other  officer  or  officers,  from  time 
to  time,  ro  train,  instruct,  exercise  and  govern  the  militia  and  navy, 
and  for  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  this  state,  to  assemble  m 
martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike  posture,  the  inhabitants  thereof 
and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them  encounter;  re- 
pulse, repel,  resist,  and  pursue,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  sea 
as  by  land,  within  and  without  the  limits  of  this  state;  and  also  to 
kill,  slay,  destroy,  if  necessary,  and  conquer  by  all  fitting  ways,  en- 
terprize  and  means,  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  as  shall 
at  any  time  hereafter  in  a hostile,  manner,  attempt  or  enterprise 
the  destruction,  invasion,  detriment  or  annoyance  of  this  state ; 
and  to  use  and  exercise  over  the  army  and  navy,  and  over  the 
militia  in  actual  service,  the  law  martial  in  time  of  war,  invasion, 
and  also  in  rebellion,  declared  by  the  legislature  to  exist,  as  occa- 
sion shall  necessarily  require.  And  surprise,  by  all  ways  and  means 
whatsoever,  all  and  every  such  person  or  persons,  with  their  ships, 
arms  ammunition  and  other  goods,  as  shall  in  a hostile  manner  in- 
vade, or  attempt  the  invading,  conquering,  or  annoying  this  state  s 
And  in  title,  the  governor  is  hereby  entrusted  with  all  other  powers 
incident  to  the  office  of  captain-general  and  commander  in  eliiefj 
and  admiral,  to  be  exercised,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  land:  Provided,  that  the  go-1 
vernor  shall  not  at  any-  time  hereafter  by  virtue  of  any  power  by 
this  constitution  granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted  to  him  by  the 
legislature,  transport  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state,  or  oblige 
them  to  march  out  of  the  limits  of  the  same,  without  their  free  and 
voluntary  consent,  or  the  consent  of  the  general  court,  nor  grant 
commissions  for  exercising  the  law  martial,  in  any  case,  without  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council. 

The  power  of  pardoning  offences,  excejit  such  as  persons  may 
he  convicted  of  before  the  senate,  by  impeachment  of  the  house, 
shall  be  in  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  ad  vice  of  the  council : — 
hnt  no  charter  of  pardon  granted  by  the  governor,  with  advice  of 
council,  before  conviction,  shall  avail  the  party  pleading  the  same, 
notwithstanding  any  general  or  particular  expressions  contained 
therein,  descriptive  of  the  offence  or  offences  intended  to  be  par- 
doned. 

No  officer  duly  commissioned  to  command  in  the  militia  shall  be 
removed  from  bis  office,  but  by  the  address  ofboth  houses  to  the 
governor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  court  martial,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of 
the  state  for  the  time  being. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  shall  appoint  their 
adjutants  and  quarter-masters  ; the  brigadiers,  their  brigade  majors ; 
the  major-generals,  their  aids;  the  captains  and  subalterns,  their 
non-commissioned  officers. 

The  governor  and  council  shall  appoint  all  officers,  of  the  conti- 
nental army,  whom  by  the  confederation  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
provided  that  this  state  shall  appoint  ; as  also  all  officers  of  torts 
arid  garrisons, 

The  division  of  the  militia  into  brigades,  regiments  and  compa#. 
nies,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  militia  laws  now  in  force,  shall  be 
considered  as  the  proper  division  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  until 
the  same  shall  be  altered  by  some  future  law. 

No  monies  shall  be  issued  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state,  and 
disposed  of,  except  such  sums  as  may  be  appropriated  for  the  re- 
demption of  bills  of  credit,  or  treasurer’s  notes,  or  tor  the  payment 
of  interest  arising  thereon,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  go- 
vernor for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice. and  consent  of 
the  council,  for  the  necessary  support  and  defence  of  this  state,  and 
for  the  necessary  protection  and  preservation  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  agreeably  to  the  acts  and  resolves  of  the  general  court. 

AH  public  boards,  tiie  commissary-general,  all  superintending 
officers  of  public  magazines  and  stores,  belonging  to  this  state,  ana 
all  commanding  officers  of  forts  and  garrisons  within  the  same, 
shall  once  in  every  three  months,  officially,  and  without  requisition , 
and  at  other  times,  when  required  by  the  governor,  deliver  to  him 
an  account  of  all  goods,  stores,  provisions,  ammunition,  cannon, 
with  their  appendages  and  small  an. vs,  with  their  accoutrements, 
and  of  all  other  public  property  under  their  care  respectively;  dis- 
tinguishing the  quantity  and  kind  of  each,  as  particularly  as  may 
be;  together  with  the  condition  of  such  forts  and  garrisons:  and 
the  commanding  officer  shall  exhibit  to  the  governor,  when  requir- 
ed by  him,  true,  and  exact  plans  of  such  forts,  and  of  the  land  and 
sea,  or  harbor  or  harbors  adjacent. 

The  governor  and  council  shall  be  compensated  for  their  services 
from  time  to  time,  by  such  grants  as  the  general  court  shall  think 
reasonable. 

Permanent  and  honorable  salaries  shall  be  established  by  law,  foe 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  court. 

COUNCIL. 

There  shall  be  annually  elected,  by  ballot,  five  Counsellors,  for 
advising  the  governor  in  the  executive  part  of  the  government.—- 
The  freeholders  add  other  inhabitants  in  each  county,  qualified  to 
vote  -for  senators,  shall,  sometime  in  the  month  of  March,  give 
in  their  votes  for  one  counsellor ; which  votes  shall  be  received, 
sorted,  counted,  certified,  and  returned  to  the  secretary’s  office,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  votes  for  senators,  to  be  by  the  secretary  laid 
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*efore  the  senate  md  of  house  representatives  on  the  last  Wednes- 
day in  Octet <;* 

And  tin*  [Nv  on  having-  a majority  of  Votes  in  any  county  shall 
beeonsidert  i as  duly  elected  a counsellor ; but  it  no  person  .shall 
have  a m:vjo  jtyri  votes  in  any  county,  the  senate  ami  house  of  re- 
presentative!* shall  take  the  names  of  the  two  persons  who  have 
the  highest  numb-r  of  votes  m each  county,  and  not  elected,  and 
odt  of  those,  two  suiA  elect,  by  joint  ballot,  the,  counsellor  wanted 
#ot-  $uch' county. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
elected  a counseilor  who  Iras  not  an  estate  of  the  value  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  within  this  state,  throe  hundred  pounds  of  which  (or 
iuoit)  shall  be  a froth  old  in  his  own  right,  and  who  is  not  thirty 
years  of  age ; and  who  shall  not  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this 
state  for  seven  years  immediately  preceding-  his  election;  and  at 
the  time  of  his  election,  an  inhabitant  of  the  county  in  which  he  is 
elected. 

The  secretary  shall,  annually,  seventeen  days  before  the  last 
Wednesday  in  October,  give  notice  of  the  choice  of  persons 
elected. 

If  any  person  shall  he  elected  governor  or  member  of  cither  branch 
of  the  legislature,  and  shall  not  accept  the  trust  ; or  if  any  person 
elected  a counsellor  shall  refuse  to  accept  the  office ; or  in  case  of 
the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any  counsellor  out  of  the  state, 
the  governor  may  issue  a precept  for  the  election  of  anew  coun- 
sellor in  that  County  where  such  vacancy  shall  happen:  and  the 
choice  shall  he  in  the  same  manner  as  before  directed:  and  the  go- 
vernor shall  Iiave  full  poweV  and  authority  to  convene  t he  council 
from  time,  to  time,  at  his  discretion : and  with  them,  or  the  majority 
of  -them  may,  and  -shall,  from  time  to  time,  hold  a council,  for  order- 
ing and  directing  the  affairs  of  the  state,  according  to  the  laws  j 
of  the  land. 

The  members  of  the  council  may  be  impeached  by  the  house,  j 
and  tried  by  the  senate,  for  bribery,  corruption,  mal-praetk-e  or  j 
mal-administration. 

The  resolutions  and  advice  of  the  council  shall  be  recorded  by 
the  secretary  in  a register,  and  signed  by  all.  the.  members  pre- 
sent, agreeing  thereto  ; and  this  record  may  be  called  for  at  anj 
time  by  either  house  of  the  legislature;  and  any  member  of  the 
council  may  enter  his  opinion  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  ma- 
jority, with  the  reasons  lor  such  opinion. 

The  legislature  may,  if  the  pjublic  good  shall  hereafter  require 
it,  divide  the  state  into  tire  districts,  as  nearly  equal  as  may  be.  go- 
verning themselves  by  the  number  of  rateable  polls,  and  propor- 
tion of  public  taxes  ; each  district  to  elect  a conns; -Hot-:  mid,  in 
case  of  such  division,  the  maimer  of  the  choice  shall  hr  conforma- 
ble to  the  present  mode  of  election  in  counties. 

And  whereas,  the  elections, appointed  to  be  made  by  this  consti- 
tution, on  the  last  Wednesday  of  October,  annually,  by  the  two 
houses  of  the  legislature,  may  not  be  completed  on  that  day,  the 
said  elections  may  be  adjourned  from  clay  to  day,  until  the  same- 
may  be  completed  ; and  the  order  of  the  elections  shall  he  as  fol- 
lows: the  vacancies  in-the  senate,  if  any,  shall  be  first  filled  up  : the 
governor  shall  then  be  elected,  provided  there  shall  be  no  choice 
of  him  by  the  people  : and  afterwards  the  two  houses  shall  pro- 
ceed to  fill  up  the  vacancy,  if  any, in  the  councij. 

SECRETARY-,.  TREASURER,  COMMISSAR V-RETt'ERAX,  &C. 
The  secretary,  treasurer,  and  commissary-general,  shall  be  cho- 
sen by  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives  assembled 
in  one  room.  ‘ 

The  records  of  the  state  shall  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  secreta- 
ry, and  lie  shall  attend  the,  governor  and  council,  the  senate  and  re- 
presentatives. in  person,  or  by  deputy,  as  they  may  require. 

The  secretary  of  the  state  shall,  at  all  times,  have  a deputy,  to 
be  by  him  appointed  ; for  whose  conduct  in  office  lie  shall  be  res- 
ponsible. And  in  case  of  the  death,  removal  or  inability  of  the  secreta- 
ry, Isis  deputy  shall  exercise  all  the  duties  of  the  office  of  secreta- 
ry of  this  state,  until  another  shall  be  appointed.  The  secretary, 
before  he  enters  upon  the  business  'of  his  office,  shall  give  bond, 
with  sufficient  sureties,  in  a reasonable  sum,  tor  the  use  of  the 
state,  for  the  punctual  performance  of  his  trust. 

COUNTY  TREASURER,  &C. 

The  county  t;.'easurers  and  registers  of  deeds,  shall  be  elected  bv 
the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns,  in  the  several  counties  in  the 
fate,  according  to  the  method  now  practised,  and  the  laws  of  the 
state. 

. Provided  nevertheless,  The  legislature  shall  have  authority  to 
alter  the  manner  of  certifying  the  votes,  and  the  mode  of  elect  nig 
those  officers  ; but  not  so  as  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  right  thev 
now  have  of  electing  them. 

Arid  .the-  legislature,  on  the  application  of  the  major  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  any  count}',  shall  have  authority  to  divide  the  same 
into  two  districts,  for  registering  deeds,  if  to  them  it  shall  appear  ne- 
cessary ; each  district  to  elect  a register  of  deeds  : and  before  thev 
enter  upon  the  business  of  their  office,  shall  be  respectively  sworn 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof,  and  shall  severally  give 
bbfcds,  with  sufficient  sureties,  in  reasonable  sum,  for  the  use  of' 
the  county,  for  the  punctual  performance  of  their  respective  trusts. 

JUDICIARY  l-OV.T.Tt'. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  court  to  make  a reform  in  the 
judiciary  system,  that  justice  may  be  administered  in  a more  cheap 
arid  expeditious  manner  than  is  now  practised,  and  that  up  party 
shall  have  a review  after  the  cause  lias  been'  determined  against 
him  twice  by  jury- 

The  general  court  is  hereby  empowered  to  make  alterations  in 
the  power  of  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace,  respectively  : or,  if  they  shall  judge  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  pubhy  good,  to  abolish  those  courts,  or  either  of 
them,  and  nfvcsfsueh  Other  courts  as  they  may  establish.jwith  the 
jurisdiction  and  -powers,  now  vested  in  the  court  of  common 
picas,  and  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  as  the  general 


court  may,  from  time  to  time,  judge  expedient  for  die  due  admin;?. 
Iration  of  law  and  justice. - 

- And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  court,  to  vest  in  such 
court  or  courts  of  law,  as  to  them  may  appear  expedient,  the  power 
of  grant  ingiiew  trials,  or  a trial  af  te  r judgment,  either  upon  verdict 
of  a jury,  default,  non-suit,  or  complaint,  for  affirmation  of  judg- 
ment, in*  afi  cases  w here  substantial  justice  lias  not  been  done,  ex- 
cept as  before  excepted,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  restric- 
tions,and  rejrulations  as  to  the  general  court  mas  appear  for  the. 
public-  good  : provided  application  b^knade  for  such  review  or  trial 
within  one  year  from  the  rendition  of  judgment. 

For  the  more  effectual  preserving  the  proper  separation  of  the 
three  great  powers  of  government,  agreeably  to  the  37thj;n  ticle  in 
the  bill  of  rights,  the  power  of  hearing  and  deciding  in  cases  op 
equity,  shall  be  vested  either  in  some  judicial  court  or  courts,  or  in 
some  court  to  he  established  specially  for  that  purpose:  provid'd 
no  power  shall  be  granted  to  any  siicli  courts,  incompatible  with 
the  bill  of  rights  and  constitution.  And  the  powers  of  said 
court  shall  be  limited  and  defined  by  express  laws  : and  no  suit  in 
equity  shall  be  sustained  where  clear  ana  adequate  remedy  may  be 
had  at  law. 

The  general  court  are  empowered  to  give  to  justices  of  the  peace , 
jurisdiction  in  civil  causes,  when  the  damages  demanded  shall  not 
exceed  four  pounds,  and  title  of  real  estate  is  not  concerned  : but 
with  right  of  appeal  to  either  party,  to  some  other  court,  so  that  a 
trial  by  jury  in  the  last  resort  may  be  had. 

No  person  shall  hold  the  office  of  a judge  in  any  court,  or  judge 
of  probate,  or  sheriff  of  any  county,  after  he  has  attained  the  age 
of  seventy  yt  ars. 

No  judge  of  any  court  or  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  act  as  fitter 
ney,  or  be  of  counsel, to  any  part}-,  ov  originate  any  civil  suit,  in  mat- 
ers which  shall  come  or  be  brought 'before  Km  as  judge  or  justice 
01  the  peace. 

All  matters  relating  to  the  probate  pf  wills,  and  granting  letters 
of  administration,  -hall  be  exercised  by  the  judges  of  probate,  in 
such  manner  as  the  legislature  have  dir-  v ied  or  may  hereafter  di- 
rect ; and  the  judges  of  probate  shall  hold  their  courts  at  such  place 
or  places, -on  such  fixed  days  ns  the  convenient-}-  of  the  people  may 
require,  and  the  legislature  from  time  to  time* appoint. 

No  judge,  or  register  of  probate,  shall  be  of  counsel,  act  as  advo- 
cate, or  red  ive  any  fees  as  advocate  or  counsel,  in  any  probate  bu- 
siness w-hic-h  is  pending  or  may  be  brought  into  any  court  of  pro- 
bate in  tiie  county,  of  which  he  is  judge  or  register. 

CLERKS  OF  COURT. 

Tire  judges  of  the  courts  (those  of  t he  probate  excepted)  shah  ap- 
point their  respectiv e ch  rks,  to  hold  their  office  .during  pleasure  ; 
and  no  such  clerks  shall  act  as  an  attorney  or  be  of  counsel,  in  any 
cause  io  the  court  of  which  he  is  clerk,  nor  shall  he  draw- any  writ 
originating  a civil  action. 

ESTCbtTR  AftEWEItT  OF  LITER  VTURE,  &C. 
Knowledge  arid  learning,  -generally  diffused  through  9 communi- 
ty, being  essential' to  the.  preservation  of  a free  government  ; and 
spri-adi'-gthe  opportunities  and  advantages  of  education  through 
the  various  part  s of  the  country,  being  highly  conducive  to  promote 
this  end  : it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislators  and.  magistrates,  in  all 
future  periods  of  tlii’s  goyerninehf,  to  cherish  tlie  interest  of  litera- 
ture and  the  sciences,  and  all  seminaries  and  public  schools,  to  en- 
courage private  and  public  institutions,  rewards  and  immunities  for 
the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  sciences,  commerce,  trades,  man- 
ufactures, and  natural  history  of  the  country;  to  countenance  and 
inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  benevolence  ; pub- 
lic and  private  charity,  industry  and  economy,  honesty  and  punc- 
tuality, sincerity,  sobriety  and  all  social  afieelious,  and  generous 
sentiments  among  the  people. 

Oalh  and  subscriptions;  exclusion  from  offices;  commissions * 
writs ; confirmation  of  lares ; habeas  corpus ; the  enacting  style  } 
continuance  of  officers;  provision  for  a future  rev  ini, on  fif  (he 
constitution,  &c. 

Any  person  chosen  governor,  counsellor,  senator,  or  representa- 
tive, military  or  civil  officer,  (town  officers  excepted).accej>ting  the 
trust,  shall,  before  he  proceeds  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office 
make  and  subscribe  the  following  declaration,  viz. : 

I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I will  bear  faith  and  true  alle- 
giance to  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  and  will  support  the 
constitution  thereof.— So  help  me  God. 

I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and  affirm  that  I will 
faithful-lv  and  impartially  .discharge  and  perform  all  the  duties 

incumbent  on  rue  as , according  to  the  best  of  my 

abilities,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  t his  constitu- 
tion, and  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New-IIampshire. — -So  help 
me  God.  . 

Any  person  having  take  n and  subscribed  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  the  same  being  filed  in  the  secretary’s  office,  he  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  take  said  oath  again.  . 

Provided  always,  When  any  person,  chosen  or  appointed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  of  the  denomination  called  Quakers,  or  slum  be 
scrupulous  of  swearing,  and  shall  decline  taking  the  said  oaths, 

| such  shall  take  and  subscribe  them,  omitting  the  word  srvear,  and 
J likewise  tlte  words  so  help  me  God,  subjoining  instead  thereof,  This 
1 1 do  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury. 

And  the  oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by 
the  governor,  before  the  president  of  the  senate,  in  presence  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature,  and  by  the.  senators  and  representati  ves 
first  elected  under  this  constitution,  as  altered  and  amended,  before 
the  president  of  the  state,  and  a majority  of  the  council  then  in 
office,  and  forever  afterwards  before  the  governor  and  council  for 
the  time  being ; and  by  all  other  officers,  before  such  persons!  and 
in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  shall , from  time  to  time,  appoint. 

All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  state  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, signed  by  the  governor  and  attested  by  the  secretary  or  his 
deputy,  and  skill  have  the  great  seal  of  tits  state  affixed  thereto 
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All  writx  issuing  out  of  the  clerk’s  office  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
law,  shall  be  in  the  nafiie  of  the  state  of  New-Hainjjsliire ; shall  be 
tii  it  let*  tiie  seal  of  -the  court  whence  they  issue,  an<l  bear  test  of 
the  t ill'  fi  first,  or  senior  .justice  of  the  court  ; but  when  such  jus- 
rue  shall  he  interested,  that  the  writ  shall  hear  test  of  some 
other  justice  of  the  court,  to  which  the  same  shall  be  returnable, 
ami  he  signed  by  the  clerk  of  such  court. 

All  indictments,  presentments,  and  informations,  shall  conclude, 
against  the  pern  e cud  dignity  of"  the  state. 

The  estate  of  such  personals  may  destroy  their  own  lives,  shall 
not  ibr  that  offence  he  forfeited,  but  descend  or  ascend  in  thesame 
manner  as  if  such  persons  had  died  in  a natural  way.  Nor  shall 
any  article  which  shall  accidentally  occasion  the  death  of  any  per- 
son, be  henceforth  deemed  a deodaiul,  or  in  any- wise  forfeited  on 
account*,  such  misfortune. 

All  the  laws  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  used,  and  ap- 
proved, in  the  province,  colony',  or  state  of  Ne\v -Hampshire,  and 
usually  practised  on  in  the  courts  of  law,  shall  remain  and  be  in 
lull  force  until  altered  and  repealed  by  the  legislature:  such  parts 
the  reof  only  excepted,  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
contained  in  this  constitution : Provided,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained, when  compared  with  the  23d -article  in  the  bill  of  rights, 
shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  laws  already  made  respecting  the 
persons  or  estates,  of  absentees. 

l'lie  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  shall  be  unlov- 
ed in  this  state,  in  the  most  free,  easy,  cheap,  expeditious  and  ample 
manner,  and  shall  not  be  suspended  by  the  legislature,  except  up 
on  the  most  urgent  and  pressing  occasions,  and  for  a time  not  ex- 
ceeding three  months. 

The  enacting  style  in  making  and  passing  acts,  statutes  and  law's, 
shall  be— Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  Representatives, 
in  general  court  convened. 

No  governor,  or  judge  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  shall  hold 
any  office  or  place  under  the  authority  of  this  state,  except  such 
as  by  this  constitution  they  are  admitted  to  hold,  saving  that  the 
judges  of  the  said  court  may  hold  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace 
throughout,  the  state  ; nor  shall  they  hold  any  place  or  office,  or  re- 
ceive any  pension  or  salary,  from  any  other  state,  government,  or 
power  whatever. 

No  person  shall  be  capable  of  exercising,  at  the  same  time,  more 
than  one  ot  the  following  offices,  within  this  state,  viz.  judge  of  pro 
bate,  sheriff,  register  of  deeds  ; and  never  more  than  two  offices  of 
profit,  which  may  be  held  by  appointment  of  the  governor,  or  go- 
vernor and  council,  or  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  or  su- 
perior or  inferior  courts, ’military  offices,  and  offices  of  justices  of  the 
peace,  excepted. 

No  person  holding  the  office  of  judge  of  any  court,  (except  spe- 
ck)! judges)  secretary,  treasurer  of  the  state,  attorney -general,  coin-] 
missary-general,  military  officers  receiv  ing  pay  from  the  continent 
ov  this  state,  (excepting  officers  of  the  militia,  occasionally  called 
lorthon  an  emergency)  register  of  deeds,  sheriff,  or  officers  of  the 
customs,  including  naval  officers,  collectors  of  excise,  and  state  and 
continental  taxes,  hereafter  appointed,  and  not  having  settled  their 
accounts,  with  the  respective,  officers  with  whom  it  is’  their  duty  to 
settle  such  accounts,  members  of  congress,  or  any  person  holding 
any  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  at  the  same  lime  hold  the 
office  of  governor,  or  have  a seat  in  the  senate  or  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, or  council ; but  his  being  chosen  or  appointed  to,  and 
accepting  thesame,  shall  operaty  as  a resignation  of  his  seat  in 
the  chair,  senate,  or  house  ot  representatives,  or  council : and  the 
places  so  vacated  shall  be  filled  up.  No  member  of  the  council  shall 
have  a seat  in  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives. 

No  person  shall  ever  be  admitted  to  hold  a seat  in  the  legislature, 
or  any  office  ot  trust  or  importance  under  this  government,  who, 
in  the  due  course  of  law',  has  been  convicted  of  bribery  or  cor- 
ruption, in  obtaining  an  election  or  appointment. 

lnall  eases  where  sums  of  money  are  mentioned  in  this  constitu- 
tion, the  value  thereof  shall  be  computed  in  silver  at  six  shillings 
and  eight  pence  per  ounce. 

i o the  end  that  there  may  be  no  failure  of  justice,  or  danger  to 
the  state  by  the  alteration  and  amendments  made  in  the  constitu- 
tion, the  general  court  is  hereby  fully  authorised  and  directed  to 
fix  the  t une  when  the  alterations  and  amendments  shall  take  effect, 
anti  make  the  necessary  arrangements  accordingly. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  and  assessors  of  the  several 
towns,  and  places  in  this  state,  in  warning  the  first  annual  meeting 
4or  the  choice  ot  senators,  alter  the  expiration  of  seven  years  from 
the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  as  amended,  to  assert  expressly 
m the  warrant,  this  purpose  among  the  others  for  the  meeting,  to 
: t0  , e t!l°  sense  of  the  qualified  voters  on  the  subject  of  a re- 
vision ofthe  constitution  ; and  the  meeting  being  warned  accord- 
ingly and  not  otherwise,  the  moderator  shall  take  the  sense  of  the 
qualified  voters  present,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a revision  ; and 
ai  ’n'k"  0 , , number  of  votes  for  and  against  such  necessity, 
shall  be  made  by  the  clerk,  sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the  gen- 
eral court  at  their  next  session  —and  if  it  'snail  appear  to 
the  general  court,  by  such  return,  that  the  sense  of  the  people 
of  the  state  has  been  taken,  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  oi  the  qualified  voters  in  the  state,  present,  and  vot- 
ing at  said  meetings,  there  is  a necessity  fora  revision  ofthe  con- 
stitution, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  cotirt  to  call  a con- 
vention for  that  purpose,  otherwise  tiie  general  court  shall  direct 
the  sense  of  the  people  to  be  taken,  and  then  proceed  in  the  manner 
before  mentioned,  f he  delegates  to  be  chosen  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  proportioned,  as  the  representatives  of  the  general  court  ; 
provided,  that  no  alterations  shail  be  made  in  this  constitution,  bc- 
lore  the  same  shail  be  laid  before  the  towns  and  unincorporated 
places,  and  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  qualified  voters  present 
and  voting  on  the  subject. 

And  the  same  method  of  taking  the  sense  ofthe  people,  as  to  a 
revision  ol  the  constitution,  s=nd  calling  a convention  for  that  pur- 
yeS thaU  ,c  obsmtc!  aftwyards, at  the  expiration  of  ev my  u ven 


This  form  of  government  shall  he  enrolled  on  parchment,  an 
deposited  in  the  secretary’s  office,  and  be  a part  of  the  laws  of  live 
land  ; and  printed  copies  thereof  shall  be  piefixed  to  the  books 
containing  the  law  s of  this  slate,  in  at)  future-  editions  thereof. 

JOHN  PICKERING,  President  P.  T. 
Attest,  JOHN  CALFE,  Secretary. 

Legislature  of  Vermont. 

GOV ERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  liepvese tit a l ives, 

The  continued  confidence  of  mv  fellow-citizens, 
has  once  more  called  me  to  acknowledge,  with  gra- 
titude, their  repeated  favor,  and  my  renewed  obliga- 
tion. The  contest  in  which  we  are  involved  causes 
me  to  feel  the  deepest  sensibility  of  the  necessity  of 
your  support,  and  the  benefit  of  your  united  wisdom, 
and  also  an  entire  reliance  upon  that  Supreme  Being 
who  has  hitherto  been  our  support  and  defence,  and 
who  bestows  wisdom  on  ail  who  sincerely  ask  it. 

It  is  the  highest,  interest  of  every  government,  but 
especially  of  republics,  on  just  and  honorable 
grounds,  to  cherish  peace  and  a good  understanding 
with  all  nations.  And  I sincere!)'  believe  it  to  have 
been  the  unremitted  endeavors  of  our  national  go- 
vernment, by  every  means  in  their  power,  to  main- 
tain the  blessings  of  peace,  remove  the  encroach- 
ments on  our  lawful  commerce,  and  the  infringe- 
ments on  our  national  rights  and  independence,  with- 
out resorting  to  the  last  and  most  dreadful  remedy, 
of  repelling  aggression  by  force.  But  Great  Britain, 
by  her  superior  naval  force,  has  claimed  the  domi- 
nion of  the  seas,  and  put  at  defiance  the  rights  of  na- 
tions and  individuals.  Such  has  been  her  conduct 
towards  the  United  States,  that  we  had  no  alterna- 
tive, but  to  submit  to  her  arbitrary  edicts,  and  aban- 
don our  real  independence,  or  "with  manly  fortitude, 
contend  for  our  sacred  rights,  at  the  expence  and 
hazard  of  war,  with  that  formidable  nation,  which, 
in  the  exercise  of  power,  is  regardless  of  right. — 
When  all  honorable  negociation  was  exhausted  with- 
out effect,  and  restrictive  measures,  for  want  of 
union  and  support  among  ourselves,  had  failed  to 
produce  the  desired  object,  every  hope  of  accom- 
modation having  perished,  and  the  cup  of  our  suf- 
ferings being'  full,  congress,  relying  on  the  justice 
of  their  cause,  the  firm  support  of  the  patriotic  sons, 
of  liberty  and  the  aid  of  the  God  of  armies  resorted 
to  . the  last  remedy  of  injured  nations,  an- appeal  to 
arms.  The  particular  causes  thereof;  are  fully  ex- 
hibited in  the  president’s  message  to  both  houses  of 
congress,  on  the  first  of  June,  1812,  and  the  report 
of  the  committe  of  foreign  relations. 

Although  some  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  measures 
adopted,  yet,  war  being  declared  by  the  constituted 
authorities  of  our  country,  it  ought  no  longer  to  re- 
main a question  of  policy,  but  it  has  become  the  duty 
of  the  state  governments, and  of  every  individual,  with 
promptitude,  to  espouse  the  sacred  cause  of  our  in- 
jured country,  second  the  measures  of  our  general 
government,  provide  for  the  defence  and  safety  of 
our  citizens,  and  with  zeal,  pursue,  such  mea- 
sures as  will  tend  to  procure  an  acknowledgment 
of  our  national  rights,  a release  of  our  impress- 
ed seamen,  remove  the  encroachments  on  the 
great  high-way  of  nations,  and  put  a final  period 
to  the  calamities  of  war,  and  establish  a permanent 
and  honorable  peace.  At  so  important  and  interest- 
ing a crisis  as  the  present  it  is  expedient  that  we  lay 
aside  all  party  prejudices,  and  unite  in  one  common, 
cause  to  maintain  our  independence,  and  transmit  to 
posterity,  those  invaluable  rights,  which  were  seal- 
ed to  us  by  the  blood  of  our  heroes  ; and  by  our  ex- 
ample, invite  every  citizen  and  friend  of  liberty  to 
divest  himself  of  all  selfish  and  local  policy,  and  with 
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patriotic  zeal,  embrace  the  cause  of  our  common 
country;  a country  abounding' with  every  necessary 
of  life,  and  in  the  full  tide  of  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty. Is  it  possible  to  conceive  that  any  citizen  liv- 
ing under  such  a mild  and  equal  government,  can  be 
destitute  of  a principle  of  patriotism,  and  so  lost  to 
their  own  true  interest,  as,  through  a fond  passion 
for  a foreign  power,  the  violence  of  party  zeal,  ora 
sordid  spirit  of  avarice,  to  betray  the  just  cause  of 
their  suffering  country,  prolong  the  horrors  of  war, 
invoke  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  and  be  guilty  of 
the  blood  of  thousands,  by  devoting  their  talents  and 
yielding  their  support  to  a nation  whose  pledged  faith 
has  been  so  often  violated,  and  whose  tender  mer- 
cies, by  experience,  have  been  proved  to  consist  in 
cruelty  ? Rather  let  a sense  of  common  danger,  and 
a love  of  country,  cement  our  hearts,  conciliate  our 
affections,  and  disappoint  the  sanguine  hope  of  the 
enemy,  to  profit  by  our  division. 

It  is,  gentlemen,  expected  that  the  general  go- 
vernment will  direct  all  the  important  operations  of 
the  war,  and  provide  means  of  defence,  in  the  sever- 
al parts  of  the  Union.  But  situated  as  this  state  is, 
contiguous  to  the  populous  settlements  of  the  ene- 
my, and  exposed  to  the  whole  military  force  of  Low- 
er Canada,  I should  be  deficient  in  my  duty  if  I did 
not  recommend  to  you  in  the  most  pressing  manner, 
by  every  mean  in  your  power,  to  put  tills  state  in  the 
best  possible  posture  of  defence  ; to  have  the  mili- 
tia properly  equipped,  ready  for  taking  the  field,  and 
provide  for  their  speedy  and  effective  movement  to 
any  place  in  danger,  whenever  occasion  requires. 

• The  militia  law  will  need  a thorough  revision,  and 
many  additions,  to  render  it  efficient  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  war.  A committee  was  appointed  at  our  la  st 
session  for  that  purpose  ; and  I trust  a report  will 
be  seasonably  made" that  there  may  be  a full  investi- 
gation of  the  system.  The  promptitude  with  which 
the  detached  of  the  militia  in  most  of  the  towns, 
have  marched  to  the  defence  of  our  frontiers,  has 
exceeded  my  highest  expectations.  Such  a patriot- 
ic and  military  order  pervades  the  state  that  many 
thousands  of  live  inhabitants,  who  were  by  law  exempt 
from  military  duty,  have  enrolled  themselves,  elected 
their  officers,  and  tendered  their  services  to  support 
the  laws  and  government  of  their  country,  suppress 
insurrection  and  repell  invasion. 

As  soon  as  war  became  certain,  I represented  the 
exposed  situation  of  our  northern  frontiers,  and  the 
gyneriil  destitution  of  arms  for  the  use  of  the  mili- 
tia, to  the  secretary  of  war  ; and  received  inform a- 
tlon  from  him  that  one  thousand  stand  of  arms  would 
be  delivered  to  my  order  at  Springfield,  Mass,  con- 
formably to  a law  of  the  United  States,  of  the  23d  of 
April,  1808,  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia, 
which  arms  are  to  be  distributed  to  the  militia,  under 
swell  rules  and  ‘regulations  as  shall  be  by  lav/  pre- 
scribed; by  the  legislature  of  each  state  and  territory. 
I have  since  received  similar  orders,  for  fifteen  hun- 
dred stands,  in  addition  on  the  same  conditions.  It 
is  therefore  requisite  that  a law  be  passed  for  distri- 
buting them.  The  whole  of  said  arms,  have  been 
by  the  commissary  of  military  stores,  transport- 
ed to  Bennington  ; and  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  I have  directed  a portion  of  them  to  be  depo- 
sited with  the  general  officers  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  state,  to  be  used  by  the  militia  in  case  of  emer- 
gency ? and  from  like  necessity  some  have  been  de- 
livered to  the  officers  of  the  detached  militia,  for  the 
use  of  those  soldiers  now  in  service  who  were  desti- 
tute ; a particular  statement  of  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  you,  or  such  committee  as  may  he  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject  of  a distribution.  I sincerely  re- 
gret that  I am  under  the  necessity  to  inform  you,  that! 
the  arms  already  obtained,  fall  far  short  of  the  real  1 


deficiency ; and  l do  earnestly  recommend  that  some 
measure  be  adopted,  that  aims  may  be  procured, 
and  brought  into  the  state,  to  be  sold  to  such  of  the 
militia  as  are  able  to  equip  themselves,  and  to  fur- 
nish such  as  are  not,  when  called  into  the  service  ; 
and  that  a sufficient  quantity  of  ammunition,  tents 
and  camp  equipage,  be  provided  and  constantly 
kept  in  readiness  for  use. 

[The  rest  of  the  speech  is  strictlv  local.] 

JONAS*  GALtSHA- 

Montpelier,  Oct.  9,  1812. 


Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts  assembled  at 
Boston  on  the  12th  instant  and  on  the  following  day 
were  aeldressed  by  the  Governor  in  the  following 
SPEECH  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate , and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives , 

The  period  again  approaches  when  electors  of  a 
president  and  vice-president  of  the  United  States  are 
to  be  appointed  ; and  you  have  now  assembled  that 
you  may  execute  the  important  trust,  of  directing 
the  manner  of  their  appointment  on  the  part  of  this 
state.  I hope  that  nothing  will  interfere  to  prevent 
an  impartial  discharge  of  this  public  duty.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution  on  this  subject  is  impera- 
tive ; “Each  state  shall  appoint  in  such  manner  as  the 
legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a number  of  electors’* 
- — this  form  of  expression  was  necessary;  for  it  is 
obvious  that  if  the  states  should  neglect  to  appoint 
electors,  the  national  government  would  be  at  an 
end.  In  addition  to  this,  the  constitution  has  requir* 
ed,  that  the  members  of  the  state  legislatures,  aval 
all  executive  officers  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation, to  support  the  constitution.  We  have  taken 
this  oath,  and  have  sworn  impartially  to  perform  all 
the  duties  incumbent  on  us  as  members  of  the  state 
government— should  this  duty  he  neglected,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  state,  would,  on  this  important  occasion, 
lose  their  political  consequence,  and  be  deprived  of 
the  rights  of  citizens. 

By  a letter  of  the  12th  of  last  June,  the  secretary 
of  war  requested  me,  by  direction  of  the  president, 
to  order  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the 
requisition  of  major-general  Dearborn,  such  part  of 
the  quota  of  militia  from  this  state,  detached  con- 
formably to  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April  last,  as  he 
might  deem  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-Coast 
,—On  the  22d  of  June  I received  a letter  from  gene- 
!ral  Dearborn,  informing' me  that  war  was  declared 
against  Great  Britain  ; and  requesting  me  to  order 
forty-one  companies  of  the  detached  militia  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  defence  of  the 
posts  and  harbors  in  this  state,  and  the  harbor  of 
Newport  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island ; and  stat- 
ingthat  the  companies  were  intended  for  the  fol- 
lowing posts  and  harbors  in  the  folio  wing  proport  ions 
— For  Fassamaquoddy,  five  companies  ; for  Mach i as* 
one  company;  for  Oasthie,  three  companies  ; for 
Damans  cotta  and  Wiscasset,  two  companies ; for 
Kennebunk,  one  company ; for  Portland,  five  com- 
panies ; for  Marblehead,  Salem,  Cape-Ann,  and 
Newburyport,  four  companies  , for  Boston,  twelve 
companies,  and  for  Rhode -Is  land,  eight  companies. 
I also-  received  from  gen.  Dearborn  two  other  letters 
of  June  the  26th  and  June  the  29th  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares, 
that  “congress  may  provide  for  the  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions.”  And  the  act  of 
congress  of  April  lQtb,  authorising  a detachment  of 
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one  hundred  thousand  of  the  militia,  empowers  the 
president  “to  call  into  actual  service  any  part  or  the 
whole  of  said  detachment  in  all  the  exigencies  pro- 
vided by  the  constitution.”  From  these  clauses  in 
the  constitution  and  law  of  April  10th,  the  president 
derives  his  authority  to  call  the  militia  of  the  states 
into  actual  service ; and  except  in  the  exigencies 
above  mentioned,  he  can  have  no  authority  by  the 
constitution  to  do  it.  Hut  there  was  no  sugges- 
tion either  in  the  letter  from  the  war  department, 
above  referred  to,  or  in  those  from  general  Dear- 
born, that  this  state  or  Rhode-Island  was  invaded, 
or  in  eminent  danger  of  an  invasion  ; or  that  either 
of  the  exigencies  recognized  by  the  constitution  and 
law’  of  the  United  States  existed.  If  such  a decla- 
ration could  have  been  made  with  truth,  it  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  made. 

General  Dearborn  plainly  supposed,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  act  declaring  war,  he  was  authorised, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  given  him  by  the  president,  to 
require  any  part  or  the  whole  of  our  detached  mili- 
tia to  be  called  out,  and  marched  to  such  places  in 
this  and  the  other  States  as  he  may  think  pr’oper.  If 
this  construction  of  the  constitution  is  correct,  the 
president  and  congress  will  be  able  at  any  time  by  de- 
claring war,  to  call  the  whole  militia  of  the  U.  S.  into 
actual  service,  and  march  them  to  such  places  as  they 
may  think  fit,  and  retain  them  in  the  service  as  long  as 
the  war  shall  continue.  It  is  declared,  indeed,  in  the 
aforesaid  act  of  April  10th,  “that  the  said  detach- 
ment shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve  a longer  time 
than  six  months  after  they  arrive  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous.”  But  if  the  mere  act  of  declaring  war 
gives  aright  to  the  national  government  to  call  the 
militia  into  service  and  detain  them  six  months,  it 
must  give  a right  to  detain  them  six  years,  if  the  war 
continues  so  long;  and  the  national  government  has 
the  same  authority  to  call  out  the  whole  as  a part  of 
the  militia. 

Heretofore  it  has  been  understood,  that  the  power 
of  the  president  and  congress  to  call  the  militia  into 
service,  was  to  be  exercised  only  in  cases  of  sudden 
emergency;  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  formingthem 
into  a standing  army,  or  of  carrying  on  offensive  war. 
But  according  to  the  above  construction,  the  right 
to  employ  the  militia  is  made  to  depend,  not  upon 
contingencies  which  the  national  government  might 
be  unable  to  foresee  or  provide  against,  but  upon  its 
own  act — upon  the  existence  of  a state  of  war,  which 
the  government  has  a right  to  declare  as  often,  and 
continue  so  long  as  it  may  think  proper. 

Although  many  of  the  most  important  attributes 
of  sovereignty  are  given  by  the  constitution  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  yet  there  are  some 
which  still  belong  to  the  state  governments.  Of 
these,  one  of  the  most  essential  is  the  entire  controul 
of  the  militia,  except  in  the  emergencies  above  men- 
tioned; this  has  not  been  delegated  to  the  United 
States,  it  is  therefore  reserved  to  the  states  respec- 
tively ; and  whenever  it  shall  be  taken  from  them, 
and  a consolidation  of  the  military  force  of  the  states 
shall  be  effected,  the  security  of  the  state  govern- 
ments will  be  lost;  and  they  will  wholly  depend  for 
their  existence  upon  the  moderation  and  forbearance 
of  the  national  government. 

I have  been  fully  disposed  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  constitution  of  tiie  United  States, 
and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  of  it,  and  sincerely 
regretted,  that  any  request  could  be  made  by  an 
officer  of  the  national  government  to  which  I could 
not  constitutionally  conform.  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  the.  requisition  aforesaid  was  of  that  charac- 
ter ; and  I was  under  the  same  obligation  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  the  state,  as  to  support  the  constitution 
oi  the  United  States,  If  the  demand  was  not  war- 


ranted by  th6  constitution,  I should  have  violated  my 
duty  in  a most  important  point,  ifl  had  attempted  to 
enforce  it,  and  had  thereby  assisted  in  withdrawing 
the  militia  from  the  rightful  authority  of  the  state. 
Besides  if  the  measure  was  not  required  by  the  con- 
stitution, it  would  have  been  oppressive,  as  the  mi- 
litia must  have  been  called  from  their  occupations  to 
places  remote  from  their  homes,  and  detained  in  the 
service  during  the  busy  season  of  the  year.  I there- 
fore, on  the  third  da)'  of  July,  issued  a general  or- 
der ; and  on  the  same  day  wrote  to  general  Dearborn, 
that  I had  directed  the  adjutant-general  to  furnish 
him  with  a copy  of  it,  and  that  after  mature  reflec- 
tion I had  endeavored,  in  that  order,  to  pursue  the 
course  which  my  duty,  in  relation  to  the  request 
contained  in  his  letter  of  June  the  22d,  required  of 
me. 

Afterwards,  by  a letter  of  July  15th,  gen.  Dear- 
born informed  me,  that  having  received  orders  to 
leave  the  sea  coast,  where  he  was  ordered  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  necessary  measures  for  plac- 
ing the  towns  and  garrisons  in  a state  of  defence 
against,  the  invasion  or  attack  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
repair  to  Albany,  it  became  his  duty  to  request  me 
to  order  out  such  part  of  the  detached  militia  a. s*  the 
present  state  of  ivar  required , the  number  being  sta- 
ted inlus  letter  of  June  22d  ; and  that  as  other  objects 
would  require  the  service  of  a great  part  of  the  regu- 
lar troops,  it  would  become  his  duty  to  order  them 
from  the  sea-board.  This  letter  I had  no  opportuni- 
ty of  answering  before  gen.  Dearborn  left  the  state. 
But  I presumed,  if  this  State  was  in  danger  of  inva- 
sion, that  the  regular  troops  would  be  ordered  to 
Albany  ; and  if  they  were  so  ordered  that  the  militia 
were  not  liable  to  be  called  into  service  and  stationed 
in  the  forts  of  the  United  States  to  do  garrison  duty, 
when  no  danger  of  invasion  appeared. 

On  the  27th  of  July  I received  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  war  of  the  21st  of  that  month,  stating 
that  orders  had  been  given  to  general  Dearborn  to 
move  the  regular  troops  to  the  northern  frontier, 
leaving  a sufficient  number  to  man  the  guns  in  the 
garrisons  on  the  sea-board,  and  renewing  the  requi- 
sition, aforesaid.  In  this  letter  he  says,  “ the  danger 
of  invasion  which  existed  at  the  time  of  issuing  the 
order  of  the  President,  increases.”  This  expression 
was  peculiarly  guarded,  as  the  order  of  the  President 
was  issued  before  war  was  declared.  However,  as 
this,  and  the  last  letter  of  general  Dearborn,  seemed 
to  imply  that  there  was  some  danger  of  invasion,  and 
as  the  measures  to  be  taken  on  my  part  were  of  im- 
portance, I thought  it  expedient  to  • convene  the 
council  and  request  their  advice  on  the  subject 

of  the  foregoing  letters. The  council  advised, 

that  they  were  unable  from  a view  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  and  the  documents  afore- 
said, to  perceive  that  any  exigency  existed, 
which  could  render  it  advisable  to  comply  with 

the  said  requisition. — But,  as  upon  important. 

questions  of  law,  and  upon  solemn  occasions,  the  go- 
vernor and  council  have  authority  to  require  the  opi- 
nions of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
and  it  was  advisable  to  request  the  opinion  of  the 
Supreme  Court  upon  the  following  questions,  viz. 

1.  Whether  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  other  states  have  a right  to  determine 
whether  any  of  the  exigencies  contemplate#  by  ih'e 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  exist  ; so  as  to 
require  them  to  place  the  militia  or  any  part  of  it  in 
in  die  service  of  the.  United  States,  at  the  request 
of  the  President,  to  be  commanded  by  him  pursuant 
to  acts  of  congress  ? 

2.  Whether,  when  either  of  the  exigencies  exists:, 
authorising  thy  employing  the  militia  in  the  service  , 
of  the  United  States,-  the  militia,  thus  employed  can' 
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be  lawfully  commanded  by  an  officer,  but  of  the  mi- 
litia, except  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  ? 

After  the  above  request  was  made  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  a person  deputed  by  the  inhabitants  of  East- 
port  and  Robinson  on  our  eastern  boundary  applied 
to  me,  representing'  that  there  were  many  lawless 
people  on  the  borders  from  whom  they  had  serious 
apprehensions  of  an  attack  ; and  requested  that  a 
number  of  the  militia  might  be  stationed  in  these 
towns.  The  council  advised  that  three  companies 
of  the  detached  militia  should  be  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  for  their  protection.  Oil 
the  5th  of  AugustI  issued  an  order  for  that  purpose, 
a and  directed  that  two  of  the  companies  should  be 
stationed  at  Eastport,  and  one  company  at  Ro- 
binston,  until  the  President  should  otherwise  direct; 
and  the  same  day,  by  a letter  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  informed  him  of  the  transactions  aforesaid- — 
and  having  received  the  opinion  of  the  judges  on  the 
above  questions,  enclosed  to  him  their  answers — a 
copy  of  that  opinion,  and  the  letters  and  papers  a- 
bove  referred  to,  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  se- 
cretary. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  war,  several  towns 
on  the  sea  coast  applied  to  the  governor  and  council 
for  arms  and  ammunition,  as  many  persons  who  were 
exempt  from  military  duty  were  destitute  of  the  ne- 
cessary means  of  defence.  Agreeably  to  the  advice 
of  the"  council,  they  were,  in  some  instances,  furnish- 
ed with  these  articles,  By  inspecting  the  returns  of. 
the  quarter-mas ter-general,  you  will  be  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  obtaining-  a further  supply  of  small 
arms,  and  military  stores  ; -and  the  more  so,  as  our 
defence  on  the  sea-board  seems  almost  wholly  to  be 
Confided  to  the  militia.  We  have  in  this  state  several 
hundred  miles  of  sea-coast,  a number  of  islands  near 
the'  coast  are  inhabited  by  our  citizens,  and  more 
than  one  hundred  of  our  towns  may  be  approached 
by  the  enemy’s  ships.  It  is  obvious,  therefore  that 
only  a maritime  defence  can  afford  them  full  securi- 
ty. Still,  however,  we  should  employ  such  means 
as  we  possess  for  their  protection  ; and  to  this  end, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  the  whole  militia  should  be 
armed  and  equipped  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and 
ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice  ; and  in  case 
of  invasion,  that  arms  should  be  in  readiness  for  eve- 
ry man  who  is  able  to  bear  them.  In  this  way  it 
is  probable  that  our  defensive  force,  and  the  general 
security  of  the  sea-board,  will  be  as  great  as  if  por- 
tions of  the  militia  were  drawn  from  every  part  of 
the  state,  and  stationed  in  q.  few  of  the  large  towns 
on  the  coast. 

While  the  war,  jn  which  we  are  unhappily  involv- 
ed, continues,  it  is  to  be  carried  on,  only  in  the  name 
and  hv  direction  of  the  public.  The  people  cannot 
act  of  themselves  except  for  the  defence  of  their 
p, ■ ssions  and  territories.  Without  the  commis- 
sion or  particular  order  of  the  governor,  they  have 
no  right  to  commit  hostilities  or  undertake  any  offen- 
sive expedition.  In  modern  warfare  the  troops  alone 
carry  on.  the  war,  while  the  rest  of  the  people  pfeace- 
abjv  follow  their  'callings,  and  if  they  refrain  from 
hostilities  have  generally  little  to  fear  from  the  ene- 
my’s arms.  ■ i 

For  many  years,  and  until  within  a lath  period, 
'thematiom  of  Europe  have  made  war.  with  modera- 
tion and  generosity,  and  in  a manner  which  proved 
they  had  not  forgotten  that  their  enemies  were  men 
-01  <1  might  afterwards  become  friends.  Indeed,  war 
Is  so  dreadful  in  its  effects,  and  so  destructive' to  hu- 
man happiness,  that  the  law  of  nature  allows  of  it 
••  only  in  the  utmost  extremity ; and  requires  that  when 
A m resorted  to,  the  persons  engaged-  hi  it  shall  en- 
ce.’ve  ■ to  mitigate  its  horrors,  as  far  as  their  safe  tv 
••will  permit,  by  the  exercise  of  justice  and  humani- 


ty. These  principles  of  the  law  of  nature  are  eon% 
firmed  by  the  precepts  of  the  Christian  religion. 

Whatever  sentiments  may  prevail  among  the  pen- 
pic  of  this  state  concerning  the  justice  or  expedi- 
ency of  the  present  war,  I hope  and  trust  that  tliev 
will  perform  the  duties  enjoined  on  them  by  our  con- 
stitution and  laws,  and  that  they  will  do  nothing  to 
obstruct  the  government  in  the  constitutional  mea- 
sures they  may  think  proper  to  adopt.  If  those  mea- 
sures are  thought  to  be  unjustifiable  or  particularly 
injurious  to  this  part  of  the  union,  let  us  cherish  a 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  other 
states,  and  wait,  with  patience  for  the  remedy  provi- 
ded by  the  constitution.  In  the  mean  time,  let  us 
regard  with  abhorrence  those  violent  personal  out- 
rages, which  are  fatal  to  the  peace,  and  disgraceful 
to  the  character  of  any  people  ; let  us  be  watchful 
and  determined  to  prevent  tumults  and  disorders  of 
every  kind,  by  which  our  internal  tranquility  would 
be  endangered  ; and  be  as  willing  to  indulge  in  others 
the  right  of  expressing  their  opinions  of  public 
measures,  as  we  are  to  exercise  that  right  ourselves, 

I shgll  readily  co-operate  with  you,  gentlemen,  in 
any  measures  that  may  be  thought  conductive  to  the 
defence  and  tranquility  of  the  state,  and  the  preser- 
vation and  security  of  the  Union  ; and  may  the  God 
of  our  fathers  protect  us  in  this  calamitous  period, 
and  guide  us  in  the  way  of  duty  and  safety. 

CALEB  STRONG, 

August  14  ih,  1812. 


Legislature  of  Tennessee. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  gov.  Blotjxt,  of  Tennes- 
see, delivered  before  the  legislature  of  that  state, 
at  an  extra  session  commenced  the  7th  ult. 
“American  liberty  and  independence  which  we 
are  now  privileged  to  defend,  form  a part,  and  by  far 
the  better  part  of  the  legacy  left  me  by  my  father 
and  other  relations  : It  is  my  duty  to  aid  in  the  main- 
tenance of  them,  and  it  shall  be  cheerfully  perform- 
ed. It  is  equally  incumbent  on  all  American  citi- 
zens, to  act  in  support  of  the  cause  now  before  us, 
not  only  to  maintain  our  violated  rights,  and  mitigate 
the  evils  of  war  among  ourselves,  but  so  as  to  make 
it  most  effectual  against  our  enemy : to  the  end 
that  they  may  be  taught  to  know  the  true  value  we 
put  on  our  rights  and  privileges.  This  is  a duty  we 
owe  to  our  country ; to  the  memory  of  the  revolu- 
tionary patriots  who  now  sleep  in  the  silent  tomb; 
to  the  gratification  of  such  of  the  revolutionary  pa- 
triots as  now  live  ; to  ourselves  ; to  our  families  ; to 
our  posterity  for  ages  to  come  ; and  in  one  word,  to 
all  that  is  interesting  and  dear  to  America.  So 
far  as  my  exertions  can  go  in  support  of  such  a 
cause,  they  are  tendered  : So  far  as  any  thing  1 have, 
or  may  have,  should  be  found  necessary  to  be  appli- 
ed to  contribute  to  the  success  of  such  a cause,  my 
government  is. welcome  to  it,  This  is  all  I have  to 
give.  My  liberty  and  independence  1 mean  to  keep 
as  long  as  life  lasts.” 


Circular  to  Collectors, 

Treasury  Department , Comptrollers  Office,  Oct.  iBISf 
Sir*— As  there  is  reason  to  think  attempts  may  be 
made  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Gill  of 
July  last, to  prohibit  vessels  of  the  United  States, from 
proceeding  to  or  trading  with  the  enemy,  I Lave  to 
call  your  attention  to  it  with  a view  to  its  most  vigi- 
lant execution. 

It  is  evident  from  the  terms  and  nature  of  this  act, 
that  one  of  its  chief  objects  will  be  in  constant  dan- 
ger of  frustration  unless  the  attempt  to  transport 

grain,  four,  or  any  articles  of  provision,  to  Upper  or 
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Lower  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Brunswick,  can 
71*1  the  first  instance,  be  detected.  To  this  eflect  you 
are  particularly  requested  to  omit  no  scrutiny  in  the 
case  of  every  vessel  foreign  as  well  as  of  the  United 
States  about  to  leave  your  district  laden  with  provi- 
sions, by  which  you  maybe  the  better  enabled  to  as- 
certain the  genuine  character  and  intention  of  the 
voyage ; and  whenever  there  is  probable  cause  to  sus- 
pect a design  to  violate  the  law  in  this  respect  of 
which  your  sound  discretion  wr  ill.  always  judge,  you 
will  lose  no  time  in  exercising  the  power  to  seize  and 
stop,  given  in  the  third  section. 

You  are  addressed  upon  this  point,  at  this  moment, 
with  -a  view  to  stimulate  your  activity  towards  a 
strict  enforcement  of  the  law,  which  can  only  be 
kept  from  failing  through,  In  this  important  parti  • 
cuiar,  by  the  utmost  previous  Caution. 

1 am  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


Vessels  am  vino*  from  England. 

o o 

Circular  to  the  District  Atlornies  of  the  XT.  States. 

Treasury  Department, 

Comptroller's  office,  Oct.  36,  1812. 

Srn — As  cases  may  arise  in  which  the  claims  of 
public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States 
to  vessels  which  the)'  capture,  may  be  adverse  to  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  to  the  same  vessels, 
under  the  nonimportation  act,  it  is  deemed  proper 
to  submit  to  you  the  views  taken  at  tins  department 
of  government  of  such  conflicting  claims. 

How  far  trade  of  every  description  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  with  the  enemy  is, 
by  the  general  law  of  war  independently  of  any  sta- 
tutes of  our  own,  absolutely  prohibited  ; and  how 
far  all  vessels  with  their  cargoes  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  coming  from  a port 
of  the  enemy,  on  a trading  voyage  since  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  are,  by  the  same  general  law,  liable  to 
Capture  by  vessels  of  the  United  States,  having  com- 
missions of  war,  and  to  condemnations  as  lawful 
prizes  of  war  ; are  questions  not  material  to  the  pur- 
port of  this  letter.  For,  allowing  to  both  affirmative 
answers,  the  effect  of  such  answers  is,  it  is  conceiv- 
ed, controlled  by  the  actual  state  of  the  country  un- 
der its  own  statutes. 

Every  vessel  now  arriving  in  a port  of  the  United 
States,  in  violation  of  the  non -importation  act  is'  by 
the  positive  prior,  and  existing  municipal  regulations 
of  that  act,  forfeitable  to  the  use  of  tfip  United  States 
and  certain  of  their  officers  of  the  revenue  embraced 
within  its  provisions.  This,  therefore,  it  is  appre- 
hended, supervenes  the  general  law  of  war,  in  its  ap- 
plication to  every  vessel  so  arriving*,  and  intercepts, 
by  its  paramount  authority,  the  right  of  capture 
otherwise  vested  in  the  national  or  armed  vessels,  and 
which,  but  for  such  paramount  authority  they  might 
have  been  at  liberty  in  the  abstract  beneficially  to  ex- 
ert. The  act  of  congress  of  the  6th  of  July ] 1812, 
“ ho  prohibit  American  vessels  from  proceeding  to 
or  trading  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  and 
for  other  purposes,”  makes  no  change  in  this  opera- 
tive character  of  the  non-importation  act. 

To  every  vessel,  therefore,  arriving  in  any  port 
of  the  United  States,  in  breach  of  .anv  of  the  prohi- 
bitory or  penal  clauses  now  in  force  of  this-  act,  you 
w ill  be  pleased  to  assert  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  for  forfeiture, as  soon  as  a seizurc^can  be  made; 
and  111  is  whether  the  arrival  be  voluntary,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  the  case  of  a bringing  or  sending  in  on  cap- 
ture by  any  of  the  public  ships  . or  privateers,  the 
churn  oc  the  United  States  applying  equally  to  cap- 


tured or  seized  property  under  this  predicament,  and 
whether  it  be  British  or  American.  It  is  not  per- 
ceived tluit  the  supposed  claim  of  the  captors  can, 
either  in  law  or  equity,  supercede  that  of  the  United 
States.  Not  in  law,  for  the  fifth  section  of  the  ai  t 
has  this  provision  “ that  whenever  any  article  or  art  i- 
cles, the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited  by  this 
act,  shall  be  put  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat, 
raft  or  carriage,  with  intention  of  importing*  the  same 
into  the  United  States,  or  territories  thereof,  all  sucty 
articles,  us  wrell  as  all  other  articles  on  board  the 
same  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  belonging 
to  the  owner  of  such  prohibited  articles,  shall  be  for- 
feited ; and  the  owner  thereof  shall  moreover  forfeit 
and  pay  treble  the  value  of  such  articles.”  Thus  it. 
appears  that  the  forfeiture  to  the  United  States  at- 
tached and  may  be  considered  as  having  had  its 
inception  prior  to  the  capture.  Not:  in  equity,  for 
the  instrumentality  of  the  public  ship  or  privateer  in 
aid  of  the  execution  of  the  act,  was  merely  grat.ui- 
ous  and  not  necessaiy  to  secure  its  enforcement. 
The  claims  of  the  United  States  and  of  tire  captors 
being  wholly  adverse,  the  libels  on  the  part  of  the 
former  must  embrace  all  vessels  cirmnnstanccd  as 

above,  with  every  species  of  property  on  board.— 

With  the  courts  will  rest  the  final  decision  on  the 
contending  claims.  I am,  very  re  spectful]",  ike. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


Copy  of  a British  license. 

To  all  commanders  of  his  majesty's  ships  of  roar  and 

privateers , and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern — 

(Greeting  : 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  his  majesty’s  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  in  'pursuance  of  the  authority 
given  me  by  his  majesty  by  order  of  council,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  powers  given  to  his  majesty  by  an 
act  passed  in  the  48th  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign, 
entitled,  “an  act  to  permit  goods  secured  in  ware- 
houses in  the  port  of  London  to  be  removed  to  the 
outports  for  exportation  to  any  part  of  Europe  ; for 
empowering  hjs  majesty  to  direct  that  licenses’ which 
his  majesty  is  authorised  to  grant  under  his  sign  ma- 
nual, may  be  granted  by  one  of  his  principal  secre- 
taries of  state,  and  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  per 
mit  the  exportation  of  goods  in  vessels  of  less  bur- 
then than  are  now  allowed  by  law,  during*  the  pre- 
sent hostilities,  and  until  one  month  after  the  signa- 
ture of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  and  in 
pursuance  of an  order  of  council  as  hereunto  annexed, 
do  hereby  grant  this  license  for  the  purpose  set  forth 

in  the  said  order  of  council  to  W R — S 

Co.  of  Liverpool ; and  do  hereby  permit  them  to  ex- 
port on  board  the  American  ship  N , of  about 

200  tons  burthen,  J.  C — , master,  from  Liver- 

pool, direct  to  any  port  of  the  United  States  of  A me- 
rica,  a cargo  consisting  of  such  goods  as  are  permit- 
ted by  law  to  be  exported  (being*  either  British  or 
American  property)  and  protecting  the  said  vessel, 
and  the  goods  as  aforesaid  laden  therein,  from  cap- 
ture or  molestation  by  any  ship  of  Avar  or  privateer 
bearing  his  majesty’s  commission,  on  account  of  any 
hostilities  that  may  exist  during  the  time  of  the  said 
voyage  and  during  her  return  to  the  port  of  Liver- 
pool with  the  said  cargo,  in  case  the  said  vessel  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  land  the  same,  or  any  part  there- 
of, in  any  port  of  the  United  States,  the  master  to 
be  permitted  to  receive  his  freight  and  depart  w ith, 
his  crew  and  vessel  in  ballast  to  anv  port  not  block 
aded  : Provided  the  vessel  taking  the  benefit  of  this 
license  shall  clear  out  from  the  port  of  shipment  in 
the  United  Kingdom  before  the  15th  day  of  August 
next,  and  the  time  of  clearance  from  the  port  of  lad- 
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ing  shall  be  endorsed  on  this  license.  This  license 
to  remain,  in  force  for  one  voyage  only. 

Given  at  Whitehall,  the  14 th  July,  1812,  in  the  52 d 
year  of  his  majesty’s  reign.  SIDMOUTH. 
Endorsed — Pout  Liverpool  : 

This  is  to  certify,  that  the  ship  or  vessel  called  the 
NT — - — of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  of  the  burthen 

of  285  tons,  whereof  J.  C is  master,  hath  this 

da\-  been  cleared  outwards  for  Baltimore  described 
in  the  corkets  granted  for  shipping  the  same. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  of  office  at  the 
custom-house , this  23d  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our' Lord  1812. 

(Signed)  JTAVAENION,  Collector. 

(Signed)  ISRAEL  WOOD,  Comptroller. 

At  the  Council  Chamber , Whitehall, 

the  14 th  of  July , 1812. 

pRESESTT 

The  Lords  of  Jlis  Majesty’s  most  Hon.  Privy  Council. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  board  the 
tumble  petition  of  W B & Co.of  Liverpool- — 

It  is  ordered  in  council,  that  a license  be  granted 
to  the  said  petitioners,  permitting  them  to  export  on 

board  the  American  ship  N< , of  about  200  tons 

burthen,  J.  C master,  from  Liverpool  direct 


to  any  port  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a cargq 
consisting  of  such  goods  as  are  permitted  by  law  t5* 
be  exported,  (being  either  British  or  American  pro- 
perty) and  protecting  the  said  vessel,  and  goods  as 
aforesaid  laden  therein,  from  capture  or  molestation 
by  any  ship  of  war  or  privateer  bearing  his  majesty’s 
commission,  on  account  of  any  hostilities  that  may 
exist  during  the  time  of  the  said  voyage  and  during 
her  return  to  the  port  of  Liverpool  with  said  cargo, 
in  case  the  said  vessel  shall  not  be  permitted  to  land 
the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  any  port  of  the 
United  States,  the  master  to  be  permitted  to  receive 
his  freight  and  depart  with  his  crew  and  vessel  in 
ballast  to  any  port  not  blockaded ; Provided  the  ves- 
sel taking  the  benefit  of  the  said  license  shall  clear 
out  from  the  port  of  shipment  in  the  United  King- 
dom before  the  25th  day  of  August  next,  and  that 
the  time  of  clearance  from  the  port  of  lading  shall 
be  endorsed  on  said  license.  Such  license  to  remain 
in  force  for  one  voyage  only.  And  the  right  honora- 
ble viscount  Sidmouth,  one  of  his  majesty’s  princi- 
pal secretaries  of  state,  is  hereby  specially  authorise 
ed  to  grant  such  license,  in  case  his  lordship  shall 
see  no  objection  thereto,  annexing  to  such  license 
the  duplicate  of  this  order,  herewith  sent  for  that 
purpose.  CHETWYND. 


New- York  Privateers. 

We  are  indebted  for  the  following  list  to  the  NT.  Y. 
Columbian.  These  vessels,  with  two  or  three  not  yet 
complete,  have  been  fitted  out  from  that  port  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war.  The  term 
Long  Tom  is  familiarly  applied  to  any  long  piece  of 
cannon,  without  regard  to  its  size  in  other  respects  : 
they  are  generally  mounted  on  a swivel  in  the  mid- 
ship of  a vessel  ; but  some  have  one  on  each  side. 
The  maj  ority  of  the  guns  on  board  our  privateers,  in 
general,  are  of  the  kind  called  carronades,  or  canno- 
nades. Only  one  has  been  taken,  and  her  exploits 
are  famous  ! See  prize  lists . 


Privateer's . 

Captains. 

L.  Tom 

Guns. 

Men 

Teazel* 

Dobson 

1 

2 

50 

Paul  Jones 

Hazard. 

1 

16 

120 

Marengo 

Ridois 

1 

6 

50 

Eagle 

Reaufon 

1 

45 

Rosamond 

Camp  an 

1 

12 

132 

Benj . Franklin 

Ingersol 

1 

8 

120 

Black  Joke 

Brown 

1 

2 

60 

Rover 

Ferris 

1 

1 

35 

Orders  in  Council 

Ilpward 

16 

1^0 

Saratoga 

Hiker 

18 

140 

United  We  Stand 

Storey 

1 

2 

50 

Divided  We  Fall 

Cropsey 

1 

2 

50 

Gov.  Tompkins 

Skinner 

1 

14 

143 

Retaliation 

Newson 

J 

6 

100 

Spitfire 

Miller 

1 

2 

54 

Gen.  Armstrong 

Barnard 

1 

18 

140 

Jack’s  Favorite 

Johnson 

1 

4 

80 

Yorktown 

Storey 

18 

160 

Tartar 

King 

3 

6 

80 

Golkar 

Rowland 

16 

150 

Anaconda 

S haler 

16 

160 

Patriot 

Merrihew 

1 

2 

50 

Union 

Hicks 

1 

24 

[Turn  Over 

Southmead 

1 

16 

[Right  of  Search 

1 

50 

Bunker-Hill 

Lewis  (tak.) 

1 

4 

60 

[ Twenty-six. 

18 

194 

2239 

y? hqlx  xtraiUTii  or  gojxs —212. 


Baltimore  Privateers. 


Schooners. 

Captains. 

j Jjong  Tom.  |[ 

I 

s 

k 

JSj 

N 

Metal. 

Rossie 

Barney 

1 

13 

120 

12’s  24’s  & 6’s 

Comet 

Boyle 

2 

12 

120 

i 9’s  32’s 

Dolphin 

Stafford 

2 

10 

100 

! 9’s  121s  6’s 

Nonsuch 

Levely 

12 

10012’s 

High  Flyer 

Grant 

1 

7 

100  12’ s 6’s 

Globe 

Murphy 

1 

7 

90 

i 9’s  12’s  X8’s 

America 

Richardson 

2 

14 

115!  9’s  24’s  6’s 

Bona 

Dameron 

1 

6 

80!l2’s  6’s 

Tom 

Wilson 

2 

14 

130 

12’s  18’s  9’s 

Sparrow 

Burch 

1 

5 

80 

12’s  6’s 

Revenge 

Miller 

2 

14 

140 

18’s  12’s  24’s 

Roll  a 

Dooley 

1 

5 

80 

12’s 

Joseph  8c  Mary 

Wescott 

2 

4 

83118  & 24  poun. 

Wasp 

Taylor 

1 

1 

50 

9 

Sarah  Ann 

Moon 

1 

1 

50 

9 

Liberty 

Pratt 

1 

1 

50 

9 

Hornet  (lost) 

Frost 

1 

1 

50 

9 

‘ 

In  addition  to  the  privateers  there  are,  at  sea,  25 
fast-sailing  letter  of  marque  schooners,  carrying  from 
6 to  10  guns  each,  and  from  30  to  50  men,  besides 
officers. 

Building  and  fitting  out,  10  large  schooners  on  the 
pilot-boat  construction  ;*  three  of  which  are  from  330 
to  350  tons  burthen — length  of  keel,  from  90  to  94 
feet — length  on  deck,  from  110  to  115  feet.  They 
are,  perhaps,  the  largest  vessels  ever  built  of  this, 
description.  By  turning  to  the  table,  vol.  2,  page 
394,  an  interesting  comparison  may  be  made. 

Baltimore  has  sent  to  sea  since  the  declaration  of 
war,  forty-two  armed  vessels,  carrying  about  330 
guns,  and  from  2800  to  3000  men. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  not  one  of  our  priva- 
teers have  yet  been  even  in  danger  of  being  captur- 
ed, though  frequently  chased  by  British  vessels  of 
war. 
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General  Statistical  Table. 

The  following' tabic  has  been  formed,  after  much  labour,  expressly  for  tills  work,  for  the  purpose  o f ge- 
neral reference.  We  are  aware  that  it  is  incorrect  in  many  particulars,  but  on  the  Whole  it  may  be 
accepted  as  approaching'  pretty  nearly  to  truth,  so  far  as  facts  can  be  discerned  in  the  varied  state*' 
meats  of  the  learned  and  scientific.  And  it  may  serve  the  ordinary  purposes  of  our  readers. 

The  whole  globe  is  estimated  to  have  a surface  of  148,510,627'  square  miles — of  which  the  habitable 
portion  is  said  to  have  38,990,569  square  miles,  and  supposed  to  contain  760  millions  of  inhabitants. 

Asia,  is  computed  to  have  10,768,823  sq.  miles  and,  500  millions  of  people. 

Europe,  . . . . . 2,749,349  . . .160  millions. 

America, 14,000,000  . . . 50  millions. 

Africa, 9,576,208  . . .50  millions. 

(gfp  These  estimates- are  very  arbitrary.  As  to  the  contents  and  population  of  Asia  and  Europe  the 
various  authors  consulted  are  nearly  agreed — but  while  some  of  them  swell  the  population  of  America. 
and  Africa  to  150  millions  each,  there  are  others  who  depress  them  as  low,  respectively,  as  20  or  30  mil- 
lions. The  “ unknown  parts,”  added  to  the  last  given  calculations,  is  supposed  to  make  general  content 
of  the  habitable  -world,  as  stated. 

The  Chinese  empire  is  the  most  populous,  but  the  Russian  the  most  extensive.  The  United  States 
have  the  second  rank  as  to  the  nominal  contents  of  their  territory. 

Pekin,  jVankin  and  Jedo,  rivals  in  population,  are  the  greatest  cities  of  Asia,  and  are  said  to  have  3 
millions  pf  inhabitants,  each. 

London  is  the  most  populous  city  in  Europe — by  the  census  of  1810,  it  contained  1,099,104  inhabitants, 
of  whom  483,781  were  males  and  613,323  females. 

Alexico  is  the  largest  city  in  America ; by  the  census  of  1794  it  had  112,929  inhabitants,  and  its  popul- 
ation has  since  considerably  increased.  Philadelphia  and  New  York  are  the  next  in  rank  in  the  new  world. 

Grand  Cairo  is  the  best  peopled  African  city  of  which  we  are  informed — it  is  computed  to  have  more 
than  300,000  inhabitants,  but  there  are  some  reasons  to  believe  that,  in  the  interior,  are  several  cities  far 
more  populous,  of  which  we  know  little  at  present  but  from  vague  rumor. 


- " 

EMPIRES,  KINGDOMS  AND 

STATES. 

SaUARE 

MILES 

WHOLE 

POPULATION 

CAPITAL  CITTES ; 
POPULATION 

Sj, 

5 

o 

«NJ. 

Cc  1 

S’ 

£ j 
c? 

^ i 
§ 

|j Revenue  in  millions  of  $. 

Cc 

Jf 

S* 

ns 

$ cts 

Cmpire  of  China 

(A) 

1,749,000 

383,000,000 

Pekin 

3,000,000 

212 

300 

79 

Russia 

(B) 

4,900,000 

47,440,000 

St.  Petersburg 

180,000 

9 

60 

1 05 

France 

(C) 

236,840 

43,423,000 

Paris 

547,756 

184 

160 

3 06 

Japan 

(D) 

118,000 

30,000,000 

Jedo 

3,000,000 

254 

Austria 

(E) 

131,740 

15,519,623  Vienna 

250,000 

118 

32 

2 07 

T urkey 

(P) 

960,000i 

| 22,000,000,Constantinople 

500,000 

21 

50 

2 27 

Persia 

(G) 

800,000 

10,000,000jlspahan 

100,000 

13 

Birman 

(H) 

250,000 

17,000,000 

Ummarapoota 

68 

TheBritish  Kingdoms 

(I) 

104,656 

16,552,144 

London 

1,099,104 

160 

355 

21  50 

Kingdom  ofSpain 

(K) 

150,000 

10,327,800 

Madrid 

150,000 

67 

Portugal 

(L) 

27,280 

1,838,879 

Lisbon 

230,000 

69 

Naples 

(M) 

22,000 

4,000, OOOiNapieS 

380,000 

181 

Denmark 

(N) 

163,041 

2,148,438 

Copenhagen 

100,000 

13 

7 

3 21 

Sweden 

(O) 

160,000 

2,353,355 

Stockholm 

72,000 

15 

6/i 

2 70 

Prussia 

(P) 

44,464 

4,559,556 

Konigsburg 

50,000 

103 

Westphalia 

(Q) 

2,912,303 

Cassel 

25,000 

5h 

Bavaria 

26,176 

3,231,570 

Munich 

40,000 

124 

8 

2 78 

Wirtemburg 

1,183,000 

Stutgard 

20,000 

3 

Saxony 

2,085,476 

Dresden 

60,000 

5h 

Sicily  (island) 

10,000 

1,500,000 

Palermo 

180,000 

150 

1 h 

1 00 

Sardinia  (island) 

6,600 

456,990 

Cagliari 

25,000 

69 

h 

1 00 

Grand  Duchy  of  Warsaw 

(R) 

27,312 

2,277,000 

Warsaw 

60,000 

84 

3 

1 40 

United  States  of  America 

(S) 

2,000,000 

7,239,902 

Washington 

8,208 

4 

14 

2 00 

Confederation  of  the  Rhine 

(T) 

113,424 

15,577,344 

138, 

38A 

2 49 

(A.)  This  includes  all  the  tribuary  or  dependent  states. China  proper  has  about  1,200,000  square 

miles,  and,  according  to  sir  George  Staunton,  333  millions  of  inhabitants,  or  300  to  a square  mile.  This 
great  population  admitted,  it  may  be  said,  that  one-half  of  the  -whole  people  of  the  -world  -we  inhabit , obey  the 
Chinese  sceptre. 

(B.)  Russia,  in  Europe,  contains  1,400,000  square  miles,  inhabited  by  about  41  millions  of  people,  or 
35  to  a square  mile — their  Asiatic  possessions  are  very  thinly  populated,  vast  regions  being  hideous  de- 
carts,  destitute  of  fixed  inhabitants.  For  particulars,  see  Weekly  Register,  voi.  1,  p.  163.  CC/'The  re- 
venues of  China  and  Russia  appear  very  moderate,  compared  with  their  population.  Rut  there  is  no- 
thing more  uncertain  than  the  idea  we  commonly  hold  of  money ; its  value  is  as  various  as  any  thing  else. 
The  only  way  to  scale  its  worth,  is  by  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  labor  it  will  purchase.  In  China,  for 
instance,  from  12  to  15  days  labor,  may  be  obtained  for  the  same  nominal  amount  that  a person,  at  the 
same  business,  (be  it  wJj^t  it  may)  would  earn  in  th$  United  States  in  one  day-money  is,  therefore,  12 
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or  15  times  as  valuable  in  China  as  It  is  here.  In  Russia,  it  is  from  8 to  10,  for  one  in  the  United  Stales. 
Money  is,  perhaps,  of  less  value  with  us  than  in  any  other  country,  even  in  the  Countries  v Inch  reduce 
it,  Mexico  and  Peru.  We  have  an  idea  of  a money-metre,  to  shew,  by  the  price  of  a day’s  labor,  the  re- 
lative value  of  it  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  We  may  form  a table  for  tins  purpose. 

(C.)  Travellers  having  agreed  that  Japan  is  as  populous  as  China,  have  estimated  its  inhabitants  at 
30  millions — the  apparent  difference  in  the  tabic  arises,  in  part,  from  Tartary  being  taken  into  the  general 
estimate  of  the  latter  country,  thus  reducing  the  ratio  for  each  square  mile  ; and  in  part  from  the  deduc- 
tions made  from  the  surface  of  the  former,  for  mountainous  or  barren  districts. 

(D.)  France,  proper,  148,840  sq.  miles — Holland,  the  Netherlands,  and  the  former  possessions  of  seve- 
ral petty  German  princes,  20,000  sq.  miles  ; the  kingdom  of  Italy,  with  Tstria,  Dalmatia,  Ac.  about  50,000 
square  miles  ; all  which,  with  Piedmont,  Savpy,  the  farmer  country  of  Nice,  how  forming  departments  of 
France,  make  up  the  aggregate.  See  Weekly  Register  vol.  1,  p.  39. 

(E.)  Before  her  late  wars  with  France,  Austria  possessed  226,876  sq.  miles — 26,970,030  inhabitant  s,  and 
a revenue  of  48,244,000  dollars.  See  ,W eekt  yR  egister,  vol . 1,  p.  118. 

(F.)  Turkey,  in  Europe,  9 millions;  in  10 millions;  and  in  Africa  3 millions,  of  inhabitants.  Im- 
mense regions  of  country  are  desart.  The  population,  as  well  as  the  revenue,  are  mere  suppositions. 

(G.'  This  country  appears  to  have  decreased  in  its  population  ; caused,  perhaps,  by  the  dreadful  civil 
wars  that  have  frequently  ravaged  it.  Besides,  there  is  much  mountainous  and  barren. and  unproductive 
land.  The  revenue  is  paid  in  kind. 

(H,)  Including  Ava,  Pegu,  Malacca,  Sec.  Ummarapoota  is  the  new  capital,  but  little  known,  to  Euro- 
peans. The  ancient  and  once  magnificent  cities  of  Ava  and  Peru,  are  said  to  be  nothing  (hit  heaps  of  ruins. 

(I.)  See  the  general  table.  Weekly  Register,  vol.  1,  p.  22.  England  and  Wales,  49,450  square  miles  ; 
Scotland  27,749  do.  Ireland  27,457.  By  the  census  of  1810,  England  contained  9,499,408  inhabitants  ; 
Wales,  607,380  ; and  Scotland  1,804.864,  to  which  they  add  for  the  army  and  navy  640,500 — making  a 
grand  total  of  12,552,144.  We  have  not  seen  an  enumeration  of  the  people  of  Ireland — from  the  accounts 
laid  before  Parliament,  there  are  probably  about  500,000  dwelling  houses;  averaging  them  at  8 inhabit- 
ants each,  we  have  a gross  aggregate  of  lour  millions  : which  is  probably  about  the  true  amount.  The 
revenue,  as  here  stated,  is  required  for  the  present  year,  independent  of  loans.  It  may  emphatically  be  call- 
ed the  land  of  taxation. 

(K.)  Such  was  Spain  before  the  invasion  by  Bonaparte.  Its  population,  has,  doubtless,  greatly  de- 
creased— of  the  present,  revenue  no  estimate  can  be  made  ; under  the  old  monarchy  it  was  said  to  amount 
to  25  millions — or  £42  for  each  head. 

(L.)  The  preceding  remarks  on  Spain  also  apply  to  Portugal.  The  revenue  of  the  crown,  the  chief  of 
which,  however,  was  derived  immediately  from  Brazil,  was  estimated  at  twelve  millions  per  annum. 

(M.)  The  revenue  derived  by  the  ‘ king  of  the  two  Sicilies,’  from  Naples,  before  his  expulsion  from, 
the  continent,  was  about  5 millions. 

(N.)  A very  considerable  part  of  the  dominions  of  Denmark,  is  contained  in  the  mountains  of  Norway 
and  frozen  regions  of  Lapland.  The  provinces  of  Denmark  proper  are  well  populated  ; and  the  whole 
amount  of  Danish  subjects  at  this  time,  probably  exceeds  two  millions  and  a half,  great  improvements  in. 
the  condi  tion  of  the  peasantry  being  latterly  made. 

(O.)  See  Weekly  Register,  vol.  1,  p.  109,  for  many. interesting  particulars. 

(P.)  Prussia,  before  the  late  war  with  France,  possessed  88,930  sq.  miles,  with  a population  of  9,015,130 
inhabitants  ; and  tlie  revenue  was  about  15  millions  of  dollars.  Its  present  resources  are  unknown. 

(Q.)  Westphalia,  Bavaria,  Wirtemburg  and  Saxony,  are  kingdoms  lately  erected  by  the  emperor  of 
Fr.ine,e.  They  form  a part  of  the  “confederation  of  the  Rhine”  noticed  below. 

( ft.)  The  Grand  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  is  a power  created  by  France, at  th&  expence  of  Prussia  and  Austria, 
who  aggrandized  themselves  at  the  expence  of  the  Poles.  It  has  lately  been  said  that  this  country  will 
be  honored  with  a king. 

(S.)  Including  Louisiana — a vague  estimate.  The  population  of  the*  eighteen  'states  is  equal  to  about  12 
persons  to  a square  mile.  Our  revenue,  derived  from  duties  on  imports,  is  constantly  fluctuating — we 
have  put  it  at  14  millions,  being  about  wliat  it  would  at  this  time  amount  to  in  a regular  course  of  things. 
See  the  ’Weekly  Register  passim. 

(T.)  “The  Confederation  of  the  Rhine”  is  an  association  of  many  petty  kingdoms  and  states,  brought 
about  by  France,  with  the  chief  view  (as  it  appears  to  us)  of  acting  as  a barrier  to  Austria,  Russia,  &.C. 
and  of  otherwise  aiding  the  emperor  in  his  wars.  S.ee  the  general  table,  vol.  1,  p.  24. 

Ofy"  Blanks  are  left  in  those  places  we  could  not  fill  up  with  satisfaction,  at  present.  When  better  in- 
formation is  afforded,  we  shall  convey  it  to  our  readers,  and  they  may  complete  the  table  with  a pen. 


The  War  on  the  Ocean, 


Since  the  declaration  of  war  (and  nearly  a month’s  time  was  lost,  by  the  uncertainty  attending  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  so  that  when  it  was  declared  our  seamen  were  not  prepared  for  it)jjwe  have  taken 
from  the  enemy  : — 


35  armed  ships,  carrying  . 

. 415  guns  . 

navigated  bv  (about)  . 

. 1320 

men  . 

. 30 

18  unarmed  do. 

. — 

. do. 

270 

do. 

15 

17  armed  brigs  carrying  . 

. 117  guns  . 

do.  . . . 

340 

do. 

20 

75  unarmed  do.  do.  . 

— 1 

. do. 

620 

do. 

8 

1 2 armed  snows  do. 

. 12  guns 

do.  . 

36 

do. 

18 

2 armed  barques-  do.  . 

16  guns 

. do.  . 

36 

do. 

18 

4 unarmed  do.  do. 

. — 

do.  . 

48 

do. 

12 

3 armed  schooners  do.  . 

14  guns 

. do. 

60 

do. 

20 

59  unarmed  do.  do. 

, 

do.  . 

. 354 

do. 

6 

4 sloops  (unarmed)do.  . 

— 

. do.  . 

24 

do. 

6 

219  vessels.  . 


•57 4 guns. 


3108  men. 
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Distillation  of  Spirits. 

From  the  Democratic  Press. 

Washtxgtox  city,  1st  Jane,  3812. 

Mr.  Btnxs. — The  enclosed  has  been  put  into  my 
hand  by  Dr.  Samuel  .Milehill  of  N.  York,  now  it  mem- 
ber of  congress  distinguished  for  scientific  research 
and  erudition,  who  expressed  a desire  tiiat  it  should 
be  made  public. 

It  contains  a translation,  by  him,  from  the  French 
of  recent  discoveries  made  in  that  country  in  tire  arts 
of  distillation,  and  the  preservation  of  meats,  fruits, 
&c. 

Believing  that  this  information  may  be  of  great  be- 
nefit in  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere,  and  that  the 
most  eligible  mode  to  give  it  extensive  publicity 
would  be  through  the  medium  of  the  Democratic 
v’i  ess,  you  will  therefore  please  to  give  it  a.  place 
when  convenient,  and  oblige  your  friend,  &c. 

A.  L ACOCK. 

Improvement  sin  distilling  spirits,  as  practised  in  France 

Written  at  the  request  of  an  eminent  distiller  in  the 

United  States  by  the  Mon.  Samuel  L.  Mite  hill. 

S rn — According  to  your  desire  I now  write  out  for 
you,  the  information  that  reached  me  a few  days  ago, 
from  France,  on  the  subject  of  evaporation,  and  con- 
densation ; and  the  application  of  their  increased 
knowledge  on  these  subjects,  to  the  distillation  of 
ardent  liquors,  and  the  preparation  of  dried  meats. 
And  it  becomes  me  to  tell  you,  that  the  authority  on 
which  the  statements  chiefly  rest  is  that  of  tile  Im- 
perial Institute. 

Of  all  thy  artists,  he  who  has  derived  the  most  ad- 
vantages from  the  modern  discoveries  concerning 
heat  and  evaporation,  is  the  distiller  of  spirits. 

This  revolution  in  distillation,  which  has  already 
produced  the  most  salutary  effects  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  south,  is  due  to  the  late  Edward  Adam , 
of  .'Montpellier. 

The  principle  of  his  process  consists  in  heating 
the  greater  part  of  the  wine  which  he  is  distilling, 
by  the  vapour  of  brandy  rising  from  the  boiler ; anil 
in  causing  air  vapour  to  pass  through  a series  of  ves- 
sels partly  ira  merged  in  cold  water  ; which  makes  it 
deposit  its  acqueous  particles  in  such  a way  that  the 
spirit  of  wine  only,  and  in  a pretty  pure  condition 
too,  is  condensed  in  the, last  of  those  coolers. 

In  this  manner,  instead  of  an  immediate  heating 
to  obtain  a brandy  of  39  degrees,  from  which  there 
might  afterwards  be  drawn,  by  subsequent  heatings, 
spirits  of  wine  of  various  proofs,  there  is  produced 
at  once,  by  the  process  now  under  consideration,  an 
alkoholic  spirit,  of  any  strength  that  is  desired.  Be- 
sides, the  still  or  alembic  heretofore  in  use,  could 
only  receive  two  heatings  per  day,  whereas  the  one 
invented  by  Adam  is  capable  of  eight.  This  latter 
extracts  a sixth  more  spirit  from  the  same  quantity 
of  wine.  It  saves  two  fifths  of  the  fuel,  and  tf^ee- 
fourths  of  the  labor  and  attendance.  And  lastly,  the 
brandy  obtained  in  this  way,  never  has  an  empyreu- 
matic  taste. 

It  is  not  surprising  thatVith  such  advantages,  this 
method  of  working  has  been  so  quickly  and  general- 
ly adopted  by  the  distillers.  Certain  ruin  would  have 
been  the  lot  of  those  who  had  persisted  in  the  old, 
mode.  Mr.  Iiuporial,  a chemist  of  Montpellier,  has 
given  to  the  physical  class  of  Institute,  a very  exact 
description  of  it,  which  has  beerr  printed.  In  this 
he  has  pointed  out  the  improvements  that  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  Isaac  Berard. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  hete,  that  the  first  idea  of 
heating  by  vapor,  was  entertained  by  count  Hum  ford , 
one  of  the  foreign  associates  of  the  class,  and  pub- 
lished by  him  at  London,  in  1798.  Thus  we  see  how 
a simple-general  proposition,  which  at  first  glance, 


appears  like  an  abstract  and  useless  tfuth,  may  ne- 
vertheless enrich  v.'holc  provinces.  - 

It  has  however  been  known  ever  since  the  time  of 
Black  and  Wilkie , that  bodies  underwent  e\  aporation 
in  consequence  of  absorbing  a great  quantity  of  heat, 
and  that  all  evaporation  produces  coldness  in  the 
substance  from  whose  surface  it  proceeds,  propor- 
tioned to  its  rapidity  or  quickness.  At  the  same  time, 
it  is  equally  well  understood  that  the  pressure  of  the 
atmosphere  renders  evaporation  slower,  and  that 
this  change  of  condition  is  wrought  in  a vacuum,  the 
more  readily  in  proportion  to  the  completeness  of 
the  vacuum. 

Mr.  Leslie,  a member  of  the  royal  society  of  Lon- 
don, has  contrived  further  to  increase  the  effect  of 
atmospheric  removal,  by  placing  under  the  receiver 
of  an  air  pump,  tiling’s  that  are  very  greedy  of  mois- 
ture, and  which  arresting  it  as  fast  as  it  is  exhaled, 
thereby  increases  indefinitely  the  production  ofit. — 
Availing  himself  of  this  principle,  lie  has  a refrige- 
ration so  violent  and  rapid,  that  water  lias  been  con- 
gealed in  a few  minutes,  at  whatever  time  he  per- 
formed  his  operation.  He  thus  was  possessed  of  the 
means  of  obtaining,  at  pleasure,  a quantity  of  ice 
with  scarcely  any  other  expence  than  the  fire  neces- 
sary to  dry  again  the  absorbment  body  which  had 
been  employed  to  attract  the  moisture. 

Highly  concentrated  vitriolic  add  and  the  mud  at 
of  lime,  are  the  water-loving  substances  best  adapted 
for  this  purpose. 

Two  young  chemists,  Messrs.  Clement  and  Des~ 
ormes,  undertook  to  determine  the  limits  of  this  pro- 
cess, and  the  degree  of  economy  of  which  it  was 
susceptible  ; and  by  the  calculation  of  the  quantity 
of  heat  contained  in  the  steam  of  boiling  water,  and 
the  quantity  of  coal  necessary  to  produce  a given 
quantity  of  steam,  they  have  proved  that  no  more 
than  one  part  of  coal  was  necessary  to  restore  to  its 
former  state,  the  absorbing  body  which  had  served 
to  freeze  five  hundred  parts  of  water.  In  other  words 
it  appeared  that  one  hundred  pounds  of  ice  cost  only 
a pound  and  some  ounces  of  coal. 

This  effect  may  lie  increased  by  preventing  the  en 
try  of  caloric  from  without,  and  for  that  purpose  it. 
is  sufficient  to  render  the  receiver  a bad  conductor  of 
heat  by  constructing  it,  of  two  plates  of  polished 
metal  separated  by  a stratum  of  air. 

From  this  acceleration  of  evaporation  by  a vacuum, 
increased  by  the  presence  of  absorbents,  is  derived 
a more  evident  advantage,  when  the  object  is-  mere- 
ly to  dry  "moist  smisTAxe.Es,  because  in  this  case, 
there  is  no  need  of  exposing  them  to  the  action  of 
fire,  which  never  fails  to  produce  more  or  less  alter- 
ation in  them. 

Their  worthy  associate  the  late  Mr.  Monr^alfe  , 
had  long  ago  conceived  the  practicability  of  exsic- 
cating the  juices  of  plants,  and  particularly  the 
moist  of  the  grape,  by  means  of  the  air-pump  ; and 
lijid  even  satisfied  himself,  that  by  diluting  this  lat- 
ter substance  in  water,  after  it  had  been  converted  to 
dryness,  it  would  undergo  fermentation,  and  aflbrd 
excellent  wine.  But  the  labor  was  too  great,  when, 
there  was  no  absorbent  employed  to  aid  and  coni i 
nue  the  action  of  the  pump. 

Nevertheless,  care  must  be  la  ken  that  these  juices 
do  not  freeze,  for  tins  would  be  as  injurious  to  them 
as  any  thing  resulting  from  the  application  of  heat. 
Messrs.  Clement  and  JJesormcs  have  discovered  a 
very  simple  method  of  guarding  against  it.  They 
surround  or  encircle  the  vessel  containing  the.  ju;c< , 
whose  humidity  is  to  be  carried  off  without  an  ab- 
sorbing substance  ; and  thus  the  beat  that  is  disen- 
gaged from  the  vapor  at  the  instant  of  absorptiorf, 
returns  to  the  juice  under  the  evaporating  process, 
■and  this  circulation  supplies  the  new  vapor  required. 
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This  process  maybe  employed  with  great  econo- 
my, if  the  juice  is  first  reduced  to  syrup  by  means  of 
the  ventilator  also  invented  by  .Mongafu-r,' and  which 
the  two  before  mentioned  gentlemen  have  described 
in  the  annals  of  chemistry,  for  October,  1810.  Then 
the  air-pump  is  not  applied  until  the  ventilator  is  in- 
capable of  separating'  any  more  of  the  watery  parti- 
cles. 

It  will  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting'  mind,  how 
usefully  and  extensively  this  new  method  of  pre- 
serving may  be  applied  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
above  all  for  the  navy  and  army.  By  it  substances 
intended  for  food,  may  be  kept  without  changing 
their  original  qualities,  while  their  weight  is  so  much 
reduced  by  extracting  their  superfluous  moisture, 
that  they  may  be  transported  to  the  most  distant  re- 
gions. In  like  manner,  and  with  similar  reduction 
of  weight  and  bulk,  the  fermentable  matter  which  is 
capable  of  affording  wine  and  brandy,  may  be  con- 
veyed wherever'  it  may  be  required. 

The  same  experimenters  propose  to  apply  the  eva- 
poration in  vacuo,  in  the  drying  of  gunpowder,  which 
being  thus  prepared  without  fire,  will  be  in  no  danger 
from  explosions. 

They  are  also  employed  in  the  investigation  of  or- 
dinary evaporation  by  means  of  heat,  and  have  as- 
certained a method  of  doubling  the  effect  of  a given 
quantity  of  fuel  upon  an  aqueous  fluid,  such  as  for 
example,  a solution  of  any  salt  in  water.  For  this 
purpose,  it  is  merely  necessary  to  collect  the  vapor 
of  the  first  portion  of  the  liquid,  and  to  compel  it  to 
pass  through  a second  portion.  This  highly -heated 
vapor  imparts  a great  proportion  of  its  heat  to  the 
fluid  through  wh  ich  it  passes,  and  the  amount  thus 
bestowed  is  about  the  half  that  the  cooler  liquid  re- 
quires to  raise  it  to  the  evaporating  temperature. 

Thus,  you  learn,  that  of  all  the  arts  which  have 
been  benefited  by  the  modern  discoveries  concern- 
ing heat  and  evaporation  none  is  so  great  and  impor- 
tant as  the  distillation  of  aiid ext  spirits.  Whether 
it  be  the  preparation  of  Hums  from  sugary  sweets. 
Brandies  from  the  different  fruits,  or  Whiskeys  from 
the  general  sorts  of  grain. 

Whether  in  those  operations,  there  is  any  thing 
preferable  to  the  great  improvements  already  made 
in  these  arts  by  our  ingenious  fellow-citizens,  I have 
not  now  time  to  enquire,  I therefore  leave  the  deci- 
sion of  that  point  to  yourself,  and  conclude  with  ten- 
dering to  you  mv  hearty  salutations.  S.  L.  M. 

Washington,  May  28, 1812. 


The  British  in  the  Peninsula. 

For  a long  time  convinced  that  war  with  Great 
Britain  was  inevitable,  but  in  the  event  of  a general 
peace  in  Europe,  from  the  implacable  envy  and  all- 
grasping  avarice  and  ambition  of  her  leading  men, 
we  received  the  declaration  of  hostilities  on  the  part 
of  our  government  with  much  satisfaction  ; consi- 
dering it  tile  only  measure  that  could  possibly  be 
adopted  to  preserve  the  independence  of  these  states, 
and,  indeed,  restore  to  the  people  the  blessings  of 
peace.  To  this  delemma,  .the  United  States  were 
driven  as  my.ch  by  the  want  of  union  and  energy 
among  themselves,  as  by  the  outrages  of  England ; 
for,  we  apprehend,  that  if  the  embargo  had  been  ful- 
ly supported  and  duly  enforced,  the  appeal  to  arms 
Blight  have  been  avoided.  This,  at  least,  is  our  ho- 
nest opinion  of  the  matter.  But  engaged  in  the  con- 
test, though  yielding  to  none  in  an  ardent  love  of 
peace,  we' have  earnestly  desired  that  all  energy  and 
effect  might  be  given  to  the  war,  as  immediately 
leading  to  its  termination — we  would,  as  has  here- 
tofore been  observed,  assail  the  imperious  enemy  “ in 


season  and  out  of  season,  at  all  times  and  in  all  man 
■ her  of  ways  ; not  for  his  destruction,  but  in  self-de- 
fence, for  justice  sake.”  In  conformity  to  these  wish- 
es, it  gives  us  pleasure  •To  remark,  that  the  general 
government,  having'  organized  its  business,  is  flow 
about  to  prosecute  the  war,  so  far  as  it  depends  on 
the  executive  departments,  in  the  most  effectual  and 
definite  manner.  Our  military  affairs  are  rapidly 
approaching  that  state  of  powerful  activity  that 
comports  with  the  will  and  spirit  of  the  nation. 

The  “war  on  the  ocean”  has,  also,met  our  most  san- 
guine expectations — and  the  power  to  injure  the  ene- 
my at  sea,  is  hourly  strengthened,  by  the  daring  en- 
terprize  of  our  mariners  and  merchants.  The  da- 
mage already  done  to  Great  Britain  is  as  extensive  as 
we  had  a right  to  hope  for  ; and  the  effect  will  be 
felt  more  severely,  in  several  ways,  than  in  the  mere 
loss  of  the  vessels  taken.  It  will  compel  her  greatly 
to  add  to  her  convoys,  and  more  numerously  to  man 
her  ships, or  abandon  many  essential  branches  of  trade. 
Eitherlalternative  will  be  grievous  to  the  merchants 
and  planters  ; hardly  able  to  bear  the  present  ex- 
pences,  yet  compelled  to  prosecute  the  commerce. 
This  force  in  private  armed  vessels  will  be  augment- 
ed by  national  ships  ; for  we  believe  an  addition  to 
our  little  navy  will  be  among  the  first  measures  to 
claim  the  attention  of  congress,  now  about  to  con* 
vene.  The  British  will  be  convinced  that  with  their 
“ thousand  ships  of  war,”  they  will  find  enough  to  do 
to  preserve'their  own  trade  from  absolute  destruction, 
in  conseqxience  of  the  naval  activity  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  rendering’  it  too  hazardous  or  too 
expensive  to  be  prosecuted.  Our  sailors  are  not 
Frenchmen.  They  are  at  least  equal,  and  in  many 
respects  greatly  superior  to  her  own,  as  has  already 
been  proved.  We  rejoice  in  these  things,  because 
they  may  lead  to  an  honorable  peace. 

So  “far  all  is  well : yet  there  are  other  points  at 
which  the  enemy  is  equally  vulnerable,  and  where 
we  have  unquestioned  power  to  touch  him,  that  are 
un vexed  by  the  war.  One  is,  the  reception  of  Bri- 
tish manufactures  ; but  as  this  will  cease  of  itself, 
if  die  war  continue,  we  pass  it  over,  and  confine 
ourselves  to  the  trade  now  urged  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, as  well  by  American  merchants  as  by’  many 
British  agents  in  the  United  States. 

That  Britain  has  some  great  and  essential  politi- 
cal object  in  maintaining  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  is 
indubitable  from  the  vast  quantities  of  blood  and 
treasure  she  expends  to  support  it.  She  is  not  fight- 
ing for  “religion” — for  the  religion  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  is  of  the  Romish  church — she  refuses  the 
free  exercise  of  that  persuasion  to  her  own  people, 
and  all  her  government-priests  pray  lustily  for  its 
downfall.  Nor  has  the  “ liberty ” of  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguese  any  thing  to  do  with  the  matter, 
further  than  France  is  to  be  affected — if  Great  Britain 
loves  liberty  so  dearly,  let'  her  give  some  proof  of 
it  at  home — in  Ireland,'  in  India,  where  there  are  sub, 
jects  enough  to  exercise  her  “ humanity”  for  a cen- 
tury, rather  than  play  the  knight-errant  in  favor  of  a 
people  who  hate  them  as  men,  and  curse  them  as 
heretics.  We  have  always  believed  that  France  and 
Great  Britain,  contending  against  one  another,  have 
a common  object  in  the  peninsula,  which  is  merely  to 
thwart  the  designs  of  each,  in  relation  to  the  other. 
For  the  people,  neither  of  them  care  a single  straw, 
further  than  they,  or  their  productions,  become 
agents  of  the  war.’  They  are  equally  the  enemies  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  both  are  at  hostilities  with 
the  rights  of  humanity — alliance  with  either  is  politi- 
cal death. 

But  at  this  time  it  is  our  interest  that  the  war 
should  continue  in  the  peninsula,  because  it  wastes 
,the  strength  of  our  present  enemy,  and  gives  us  a 
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hjg-h  command  over  bis  fate— if  we  do  our  duty  to 
ourselves.  Those  countries,  ravaged  by  the  adverse 
parties,  must  sustain  the  armies  by  exterior  sup- 
plies of  provisions.  As  yet  they  have  been  chiefly 
indebted  to  the  United  States  for  their  bread ; and 
immense  quantities  of  flour  and  grain  have  lately 
been  shipped,  and  are  now  shipping,  for  Lisbon  and 
Cadiz,  for  the  immediate  aid  and  comfort  of  the  Bri- 
tish. Licenses,  for  this  purpose,  or  security  from 
capture  by  British  vessels  of  war,  have  been  liberal- 
ly distributed  among  us— one  vessel  from  London 
is  stated  to  have  brought  out  a hundred ; and,  if  a 
license  should  not  be  at  hand,  a little  “hard swearing” 
Will  soon  Convert  a genuine  American  vessel  into  a 
good  Spanish  bottom,  as  is  done  every  day. 

It  is  useless  to  comment  much  on  this  matter.  It 
is  a monstrous  absurdity  to  supply  the  enemy  with 
the  essentials  of  life ; which  he  can  get  from  no 
others  than  us  in  quantities  sufficient  for  his  wants. 
The  very  people  who  profit  by  it  cry  shame  upon  the 
government  for  permitting  it.  If  there  is  an  excess  at 
Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  it  will  be  carried  to  England, 
where  flour  is  worth  $24  a barrel.  This  trade  must 
be  stopped — the  profit  of  individuals  must  not  render 
the  exertions  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  ineffec- 
tual and  void.  If  we  feed  the  British,  supply  them 
with  raw  materials  and  receive  their  goods,  the  war 
will  not  terminate  soon.  Congress  will  attend  to 
this,  immediately.  Without  adopting  measures  to 
prevent  a singlebarrel  of  flour  from  leaving  theUnited 
States  that  can  possibly,  or  probably,  go  to  the  supply 
of  the  enemy,  many  gallant  men  will  die  in  vain. — 
Besides,  this  trade  will  create,  or  continue,  a most 
powerful  British  interest  (in  the  literal  sense  of  the 
phrase)  in  the  United  States — for,  be  it  noted,  the 
flour  now  sent  to  IJsbon  and  Cadiz  will  be  paid  for 
by  British  bills,  and  then  our  suffering*  merchants 
will  be  crying  aloud  for  their  debts  due  in  England  ! 
The  exportation  of  specie  is  prohibited,  admitting 
it  might  now  be  had,  and  return  cargoes  cannot  be 
obtained  ; or,  if  obtained,  make  the  vessels  good 
prizes  when  overhauled  by  British  cruisers  ; the  li- 
censes only  extending,  as  we  are  informed,  to  vessels 
proceeding  thither  laden  and  returning  in  ballast, 
even  salt  being  refused  to  answer  that  purpose. 

No  idea  of  temporary  convenience  is  worthy  of  a 
moment’s  consideration,  compared  with  the  general 
design  of  obtaining  justice  and  restoring  peace,  on 
a permanent  basis.  The  trade  alluded  to  is  treason 
to  the  people,  though  lawful ; and  many  engaged  in 
it,  would  be  glad  to  be  stopped ; who,  while  it  is 
permitted,  think  they  “may  as  well  make  something 
by  it  as  others.” 


I 0f  tC)C 

MILITARY. 

Invasion  of  Canada. — Under  this  head  we  receiv- 
ed by  yesterday’s  mail,  two  accounts  of  a strangely 
opposite  nature.  One  stated  that  4,000  troops  un- 
der general  Van  Rensellaer  had  crossed  the  river  at 
Lewistown,  and  seized  upon  the  British  batteries  at 
Queenstown,  after  a severe  conflict,  in  which  they 
took  1500  prisoners.  The  other  account  says,  that 
oiie  thousand  men,  under  gen.  Van  Rensellaer,  pass- 
ed over — that  400  of  them  were  killed,  and  400  sur- 
rendered at  discretion,  for  “ want  of  ammunition .” — 
To  suppose  that  they  thus  crossed  the  river,  in  the 
face  of  several  powerful  batteries,  and  a large  body 
of  troops,  amply  supplied  with  all  sorts  of  military 
stores,  is  impossible.  We  do  not  credit  the  first 
statement,  believing  the  time  has  not  yet  come  ; and 
the  second  is — unworthy  of  notice,  as  it  is  staled. 


Detachments  of  troops,  with  great  quantities  of 
all  kinds  of  military  stores,  are  moving  to  the  se- 
veral frontiers.  We  learn  that  gen.  Dearborn  is  about 
to  remove  his,  head  quarters  to  Plattsburg.  There 
is  now  an  abundance  of  heavy  ordnance  on  the  shores 
of  the  lakes. 

Col.  Newman,  with  117  Georgia  volunteers,  had 
the  last  of  September,  an  engagement  with  an  equal 
number  of  Indians,  near  the  Loch  away  town.  The 
latter  were  defeated  with  thirty  killed,  among  whom 
was  their  king  Bam.  The  Americans  had  one  killed 
and  ten  wounded. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  S.  Dins  moor e.  Esq.  agent  for 
the  Choctaw  Indians,  dated  September  21. 

“The  conference  with  the  Choctaws, Cherokees  and 
Chickasaws,  closed  last  evening  with  demonstrations 
of  Apparent  satisfaction.  The  several  speakers  ex- 
pressed the  warmest  attachment  to  the  UnitedStates, 
their  gratitude  for  the  incipient  arts  received  from 
them,  and  their  determination  to  adhere  to  them  as 
their  only  safety  and  dependence.  Rennutoo,  the 
Cherokee,  had  the  advantage  of  the  Choctaws  ; he 
was  dressed  wholly  in  the  manufacture  of  his  owa 
family,  and  took  occasion  to  urge  with  ener- 
gy the  advantages  derived  from  the  paternal  care  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  intercourse  of  white  peo- 
ple among  them. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  Gen.  Harrison  of 
as  late  date  as  the  32th  Oct.  at  which  time  his  head 
quarters  were  at  Franklinton,  Ohio.  On  reaching 
Gen.  "Winchester  with  the  army  under  him  at  fort 
Defiance,  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  inst.  he  had  the 
mortification  to  learn  that  the  enemy  had  passed  that 
place  three  or  four  days  before.  Gen.  Winchester 
met  them  the  day  after  his  departure  from  Fort 
Wayne,  but  kept  his  force  so  well  prepared  for  action 
that  they  dared  not  attack  him.  In  the  course  of  the 
march,  in  skirmishing  lie  lost  an  ensign  and  si3C 
privates  killed,  and  one  wounded.  Gen.  Harrison 
was  employing  himself  in  the  greatest  zeal  in  arrang- 
ingdepots  of  provisions,  clothing,  &c.  opening  roads, 
building  boats,  erecting  blockhouses,  8cc.  preparato- 
ry to  his  march  to  the  borders,  whither  he  proposed 
to  proceed  in  a day  or  two.  Fort  Wayne  had  been 
again  besieged  by  the  Indians,  after  the  main  body  of 
the  army  left  it,  and  again  relieved.  Several  of  the 
Miami  and  other  Indians  had  come  in  to  gen. Harrison 
and  thrown  themselves  on  the  mercy  of  the  govern- 
ment, agreeing  to  abate  by  the  decision  of  the  Pre- 
sident in  relation  to  them,  whatever  it  might  be. 

JX'at.  Intel. 

Within  the  last  five  or  six  weeks  quantities  of 
provisions,  equal  we  should  suppose  to  the  .support 
of  four  times  the  number  of  men  that  will  be  collect- 
ed at  Plattsburg  this  fall,  for  a whole  year,  have 
been  transported  through  this  place  for  the  northern 
army.  And  during  the  last  week  more  than, one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  waggon  loads  of  blankets  and  other 
coarse  goods,  from  Montreal,  have  passed  through 
here  for  Albany.  Lansinburg  Gazette. 

Canandaigua,  Oct.  6. 

Exploit  of  the  British. — On  Thursday  night  Last  a 
boat  with  40,  and  a barge  with  30  men,  from  the 
British  brig  Royal-George,  wftich  lay  oftj  came  int» 
the  mouth  of  the  Genessee  river,  and  cut  away  the 
fastings  of  two  vessels,  and  towed  them  out  without 
any  opposition.  One  of  them  was  a schooner,  the 
Lady- Murray,  owned  by  captain  William  M‘Kinstry, 
of  Penfield,  in  this  county  ; the  other  a small  vessel, 
used  as  a United  States  revenue-cutter.  The  next 
morning,  the  British  boat  returned  to  the  store -house 
of  Mr.  Spalding,. and  required  the  sails  and  rigging 
belonging  to  the  schooner  which  had  been  dismant- 
led, Finding  they  were  in  the  store-house,  they  en- 
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tired  and  took  them.  They  were  also  about  taking 
a ban-el  of  whiskey ; but  on  Mr.  Spalding  telling 
them  it  was  private  property';  and  that  he  would 
vi vc  them  two  gallons  to  drink,  they  departed, de- 
claring- that  they  wished  to  take  nothing  but  vessels, 
or  such  other  property  as  would  lessen  our  means  of 
operating  against  Canada. 

Extract  of  a letter  fr mi  ids  excellency  Jt.  J.  Jtfeigi ?,  to 
a gentleman  in  Chilicothe , dated 

Cuban- a,  Oct.  8, 1812. — “Our  army  of  Ohio  is  en- 
camped at  Manary’s,  4 miles  from  the  Indian  vil- 
lages. Generals  Harrison  and  Tapper,  when  they 
arrived  at  Fort  Defiance,  found  the  Indians  fled — and 
the  British  artillery  supposed  to  be  taken  by  water 
a own  the  Maume.  Gen.  Harrison  was  on  Sunday 
lust  pressing-  down  the  Maume,  hoping  to  cut  off 
their  retreat  to  Brownstown. — Two  hundred  wag- 
gons marched  from 'St.  Mary's  3 days  ago  with  bis- 
cuit, flour  and  bacon,-  for  Defiance.  Fort  Wayne  is 
strain  besieged  by  the  Indians — The  troops  of  Ohio, 
gen.  Harrison  does  not  wish  to  advance  further  than 
Manary’s  until  lie  orders.  We  have  with  us.  a tra- 
velling forge, .,3.  ammunition  waggons,  4 pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, 1200  troops,  one  company  of  spies,  one  com- 
pany of  dragtxms,  and  at  last  have  tents  and  camp 
equipage  in  good  order.  I shall  join  the  army  to- 
morrow.5' i 

Plattsburo,  October  9,  1812. 

On  Sunday  last,  the  British  made  an  attack  upon 
the  village  of  Ogdensburg.  The  Friday  and  Satur- 
day preceding",  they  cannonaded  the  town  for  several 
hours  each  day,  from  the  fort  at  Prescot ; »and  on 
Sunday,  having  prepared  40  boats,  with,  from  10  to 
jo  armed  men  in  each,  and  six  pieces  of  artillery, 
they  advanced  to  storm  the  town.  When  they  ad- 
vanced within  a short  distance,  the  American  troops 
under  general-  Brown  commenced  a warm  fire  upon 
them,  which  continued,  on  both  sides,  for  about  2 
hours,  at  which  time,  the  British,  having  two  of 
their  boats  so  knopked  to  pieces  as  to  render  it  ne- 
cessary to  abandon  them,  and  one  taken,  on  board  of 
wl-yich"  was  six  men,  were  compelled  to  relinquish 
-fhe  unprofitable  contest,  and  fled  precipitately  to 
Prescot.  No  damage  was  sustained  on  our  side,  ex- 
cept the  injury  of  some  buildings  by  their  cannonad- 
ing. 

According  to  the  information  given  by  a man  who 
deserted  from  the  British  boat  on  Thursday  night 
the  lioyai-Gfcorge  left  Newark  four  days  previous, 
with  a view  of  taking  out  the  above  vessels- — web 
knowing,  it  would  seem  that  we  hi  d no  force  to  pre- 
vent it.°  f Repos.  | 

Lt.  Col.  Miller  who  was  surrendered  at  Detroit,  is 
to  iointhe  6th  regiment  under  qol.  Simmons,  now  on 
fhe  Canada,  lines.  \ 

The  contemplated  regiment  of  volunteer  artillery 
in  New  York,  mentioned  in  93d  page  of  this  volume 
' had  snore  than  800  men  at  our  last  accounts  of  its 
progress.  It  was  expected  to  take  the  field  in  1 6 or 
18  days  ! — This  is  indeed,  “ efficient  patriotis 

Col.  Fenwick  has  placed  Fort  Niagara  on  a very 
respectable  establishment. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  drains  made  by  tl 
troops,  there  is  vet  at  Albany  3,900  coats,  1500  pair 
woolen  overalls'  3000  vests,  &c.  The  current  de- 
mands will  hereafter  be  satisfied  with  tfd  prompti- 
tude. . , 

It  is.  stated  in  a.  Kentucky  paper,  that  many  of  the 
unfortunate  Canadians  who  joined  gen . Rull,  have 
been  executed.  The  informant  or  the  editor  sdys,  he 
saw  nine  of  them  hang  on  one  gallows. 

* The  Indian  tribes  in  the  westerp  part  of  New  York 
have  agreed  to  furnish  2000' warriors  to  contend  with 
the  hostile  Indians.  They  are  to  be  commanded 
the  famous  old  chief  lied  Jacket. 


There  have  been  several  smart  skirmishes  between 
some  small  bodies  of  our  troops  and  certain  tribes 
f the  southern  Indians.  But  from  the  exertions  now 
making  we  believe  the  war  in  that  quark  r wdl  pret] 
ty  soon  terminate — if  the  British,  are  expelled  fV  .-m 
Florida.  The  safety  of  the  southern  states  demands 
it,  and  it  must  he  done.  There  are  most  important 
reasons  for  it-  And  the  bill  which  passed  ihe  house 
f representatives  .of  the  United  Slates,  authorising 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  the  country  un- 
der certain  circumstances,  (which  have  now  happen- 
ed) but  which  was  rejected  by  the  senate,  we  hope, 
will  become  a law  immediately  on  the  meeting  ox’ 
congress. 

NAVAL. 

Capt.  IIut.l  is  to  take  the  command  of  the  naval 
establishment  for  the  defence  of  New -York.  Addi- 
tional works  are  contemplated  at  the  Narrows,  which 
it  is  supposed  will  render  that  important  place  en- 
tirely secure.  The  mere  appointment  of  capt.  Hull 
has  inspired  the  people  with  confidence. 

The  privateer  sehr.  Providence,  of  Providence,  IF 
I,  has  been  captured  by  the  British  three  masted 
schr.  Dominica  and  sent  into  St>  Thomas\ 

The  keel  of  a 32  gun  frigate  has  been  laid  at  Sac- 
kett’s  Harbor— she  is  to  be  launched  in  60  days. 

Admiral  Warren’s  squadron,  consisting  of  2 ves- 
sels of  74-guns,  1 of  64  and  2 frigates  of  38,  is  fit- 
ting out  at  Halifax  for  a secret  expedition. 

The  British  frigate  Barbadoes  was  cast  away  on 
Cape  Sables,  about  the  first  of  October.  We  under- 
stand the  crew  were  saved.  . 

It  is  confidently  said  the  British  are  establishing 
a navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  in  East  Florida. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Wasp  is  at  sea — she  was  spoken  25 
leagues  from  Cape  Henlopen,  on  Tuesday  last,  one 
day  out. 

A Brit  ish  squadron  of  6 frigates  and  a brig  was  off 
the  Delaware  a few  days  ago.  Three  enemy  brigs 
were  off  Charleston  bar  about  10  days  since,  with 
one  brig,  four  schrs.  and  a sloop,  prizes.  They  are 
the  Sappho,  O’Grady,  of  18  32  pound  carronades ; 
the  Rhodian,  Boss,  10  12’s  and  2 long  6’s  ; and  the 
Variable,  Yates,  12  12-pound  carronades. 

We  learn  that  the  United  States  have  purchased 
all  the  private  vessels  on  lake  Ontario.  They  will  be 
immediately  armed  and  fitted  out  by  commodore 
Chauneey.  ( 

Capt.  bobbins,  of  Erie,  has  received  the  appoint, 
ment  of  sailing  master,  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  authority  to  contract  for  the 
building  of  three  or  four  gun  boats  on  Lake  Erie. — 
Capt.  D.  is  making  arrangements  to  have  them  com- 
pleted with  the  least  possible  delay. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Jdany  to  Lt.  Ckane,  late  of  the 
Nduiihts. 

Navy-Dkpartmext,  7th  Oct.  1812. 
Sir — The  following  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  of 
inquiry  convened  agreeably  to  your  request,  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  the  circumstances  of  the 
loss  of  the  late  U.  S.  brig  JYautilus : — 

“The  court  were  unanimously  and  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  in  the  capture  of  the  late  U.  S.  brig* 
JYavtilusy  lieitt.  Crane  her  late  commander,  and  his 
officers,  are  entirely  free  from  the  least  blame  or 
censure,  and  do  consider  lieut.  Crane  did  every  thing 
to  prevent  said  capture  that  a skilful  and  experience 
ed  officer  could  possibly  do.” 

This  opinion  of  the  court,  sir,  only  confirms  the 
impression  confidently  entertained  with  respect  tQ 
your  conduct  on  the  occasion  to  which  it  refers, 
have  tlie  honor  to  be,  Respectively,  sir,  your  obi- 
dient  servant.  PAUL  HAMILTON- 

Wrn.  M.  Craney  esq.  of  the  Boston . 


Ltil 

byjdi 
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Extract  of  a letter  from  an  American  gentleman  at 

Port  Pico,  dated  21  st,  Sept.  1812,  just  from  St. 

Thomas. 

Cu.pt.  Hoskins,  of  the  three  masted  lugger  Orono- 
ho,  of  14  guns  and  80  men,  publicly  declared,  if  he 
should  fall  in  with  any  Yankee  privateer,  he  would 
sliviw  no  quarters.  Information  of  this  was  sent  to 
capt:  Stafford,  of  the  Baltimore  privateer  Dolphin  ; 
caplv Stafford  sent  him  a challenge,  and  Hoskins  dar- 
ed not  to  meet  him. 

Boston,  Oct.  13 — Privateer  schr.  Fame,  Green, 
from  a cruise  of  15  days,  returned  on  Saturday  even- 
ing last,  has  taken  two  $chrs.  one  loaded  with  salmon, 
oil,  anti  beaver,  (considered  valuable)  ; the  other  a 
new 'vessel,  ballasted  with  sugars — parted  with  them 
to  the  westward  of  Halifax.  ,/jD It  is  • worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  the  above  mentioned  privateer , was  a pri- 
vateering the  last  f revolutionary J war. 

Baixstonspa,  Oct.  14. 

Dominion  of  the  Lakes. — Government,  it  seems,  are 
at  length  wide  awake  on  this  subject.  Capt.Chauncey 
and  about  700  brave  tars,  and  about  150  marines 
have  within  a few  weeks  past  proceeded  through 
Schenectady  on  their  way  to  the  lakes  Erie  and  On- 
tario. They  were  in  high  spirits  and  will  no  doubt 
shortly  wrest  the  trident  from  the  mistress  of  the 
ocean,  as  far  as  it  respects  the  dominion  of  the  great 
lakes.  About  100  ship  builders  and  carpenters  have 
also  gone  on,  and  a gentleman  from  the  westward  in- 
forms that  a war  vessel,  pierced  for  18  gains,  was 
actually  biiilturom  the  keel  in  15  days.  Adam  and  No- 
ah Brown  were  the  builders.  This  looks  like  energy. 


am  informed  (but  the  information  may  be  like 
thousand,  other  rumors  afloat)  that  the  American  na- 
val force  on  lake  Ontario,  has  been  considerably  aug- 
mented, and  the  commander  has  determined  to  go 
out  this  week,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  roy- 
q!  family*  on  that  lake. 

Batavia,  n.  y.  Oct.  10. — On  the  8th  inst-  in  the 
afternoon,  two  British  armed  vessels  the  Caledonia 
and  Detroit  (formerly  the  American  brig  Adams) 
arrived  at  Fort  Erie  from  Malden,  and  anchored  un- 
der the  guns  of  the  fort.  Capt.  Elliott,  the  naval 
commander  on  lake  Erie,  immediately  conceived  the 
project  of  cutting  these  vessels  out  of  the  harbor 
in  the  Course  of  the  succeeding  night.  Accordingly^ 
tiie  necessary  arrangements  having  been  made,  about 
one  hundred  volunteers,  consisting  principally  o 
sailors,  under  the  command  of  capt.  Elliot,  armed 
with  sabres  and  pistols,  embarked  in  two  boats  about 
midnight,  and  rowing  into  the  lake  above  tie  ves 
aels,  - drifted  down  with  the  current  till  they  were 
hailed  by  a centinel  from  one  of  the  vessels,  when 
•the}  sprang  to  their  oars  and  closing  in  upon  the  ves- 
sels, they  boarded  them,  drove  the  British  below 
the  decks,  cut  the  cables  and  towed  them  down  the 
lake. 

The  night  being  dark  and  cloudy,  the  vessels  ran 
aground,  the  Caledonia  ran  close  into  the  ferry  at 
Black  Rock,  and  the  Detroit  on  the  upper  end  of 
Squaw -Island  near  the  middle  of  Niagara  river.  In 
their  passage  down  and  while  they  were  aground,  the 
British  opened  their  batteries  upon  them,  and  the 
Americans  returned  the  fire  from  the  Detroit ; but 
finding  they  could  not  bring  the  guns  to  bear  upon 
the  enemy  to  advantage,  they  left  her. 

About  10  o’clock  next  morning,  a company  of 
British  regulars  from  Fort  Erie,  boarded  the  Detroit 
-with  an  intention  to  destroy  the  military  stores  with 
which  she  was  principally,  laden  ; but  they  were  dis- 
lodged by  a detachment  of  volunteers  under  the 
command  of  capt.  Cyrenus  Chapin,  who  crossed  over 
to  Squaw- Island  for  that  purpose. 

* * he  British  vessels—- so  called  fj-om  their  names. 


About  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day 
the  British  boarded  the  Detroit  a second  time,  and 
were  again  dislodged.  In  this  second  attempt,  three 
of  the  British  were  taken  prisoners  and  a considera- 
ble number  >1’  them  wounded.  During  the  principal 
part  of  the  day  the  British  kept  up  a heavy  Are  from 
their  batteries  upon  the  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  them,  and  to  prevent  them  from  falling 
into  our  hands. 

The  Caledonia,  however,  with  her  cargo  of  fur,  es- 
timated at  #150,000,  has  been  secured  by  our  people, 
who  after  removing  the  principal  part  of  the  milita- 
rv  stoics  from  the  Detroit,  set  her  on  fire  and  aban- 
doned her. 

In  this  gallant  enterprise,  about  50  of  the  British 
were  tak  en  prisoners,  and  28  prisoners  of  the  4th  re- 
giment of  Hull’s  army,  retaken.  On  our  part,  our 
informant  states,  4 killed  and  7 wounded.  One  kil- 
led in  boarding,  and  the  others  from  the  batterieson 
the  British  shore  Among  the  killed  we  have  to  la- 
ment the  loss  of  the  brave  major  Cuyler,  aid  to  gen. 
Hall,  who  fell  on  the  first  lire  from  the  British  batte- 
ries, and  on  Saturday  last  he  was  buried  with  the 
honors  of  war. 


American  Prizes. 


(weekly  LIST — CONTINUED  FRO>I  TAGE  110.) 

220.  Schooner  Jenny,  laden  with  rum,  sugar,  &c, 
sent,  into  Portland  by  the  Teazer  privateer. 

221.  Schooner  Adela,  from  Martinique,  order  Spa- 
nish colors,  laden  with  sugars— sent  into  New-York 
by  the  Rosamond  of  that  port. 

222.  Brig  Point-Shares,  from  St.Johns,  N.  B.  for 
Barbadoes,  captured  by  the  letter  of  marque  schoon- 
er Baltimore,  of  Baltimore,  on  her  voyage  to  France, 

and  sent  into  Baltimore. The  brig ’is  laden  with 

fish. 

223.  Brig  San  Antonio  (under  Spanish  colors)  from 
Guernsey  for  Jacquemel,  captured  on  the  coast  of 
Africa , by  the  Marengo,  of  New-York.  This  vessel 
is  richly  laden,  and  supposed  to  be  British  property. 
She  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia. 

224.  Brig  Detroit,  (formerly  the  Adams,  surren- 
dered by  general  Hull,)  18  guns— captured  by  seve- 
ral boats  from  Buffaloe.  See  preceding  column  for  an. 

f account  of  this  brilliant  affair. 

225.  Schooner  Caledonia,  richly  laden  with  furs, 
worth  150,000  dollars,  captured  as  above. 

226.  Schooner  Single-Cap,  sent  into  the  Mississip- 
pi, hv  the  Matilda,  of  Philadelphia. 

227-  Schooner  Fame,  from  Trinidad  for  Cayenne, 
laden  with  dry-goods,  oil,  & c.  sent  into  Savannah  by 
the  Nonsuch,  of  Baltimore. 

228.  Ship  Phoenix,  12  guns,  17  men,  from  Bermu- 
da for  Jamaica,  cargo,  100  pipes  Fayal  wine — sent 
into  Charleston  by  the  Mary- Ann,  of  that  port. 

No  218 — fill  the  blank,  and  read  brig  “ Concord.’* 


The  Chronicle. 

London  dates  of  the  31st  of  August,  and  Paris  pa- 
pers of  the  8th  of  Sept,  have  been  received  at  New- 
York.  One  of  the  former  says — “ that  the  Ameri- 
cans, in  three  weeks  after  the  war,  had  100  privateers 
out,  which,  they  say,  sail  like  the  Devil,  and  have 
done  much  damage.” 

The  general  calculation  in  England  wasfethat  re- 
scinding the  orders  in  council,  would  produce,  on 
our  part,  a cessation  of  hostilities. 

Price  of  Stocks. — Reduced,  58  1-8  ; Consols,  58 
5-8  ; Omnium,  5 3-8  prem.  Aug.  31. 

Despatches  of  great  importance  were  this  day  sent 
off  from  lord  Castlercagh’s  office  for  America,  They 
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■will  be  conveyed  from  Falmouth  in  the  Swiftsure 
packet,  which  is  fitted  up  as  a flag-  of  truce,  her 
guns  and  ammunition  having1  been  landed.  These 
despatches  are  said,  in  the  same  paper,  to  contain 
**acalm,  dispassionate,  yet  dignified  remonstrance 
to  the  American  government  on  the  subject  of  the 
line  of  conduct  which  has  guided  their  councils  for 
years,”  &c.  We  shall  probably  see  it  when  con- 
gress sits. 

Great  quantities  of  arms  are  exporting  from  Eng- 
land to  Spain  and  the  Baltic. 50,000  stand  have 

Seen  sent  to  the  north. 

A series  of  French  bulletins  of  the  grand  army,  to 
the  14th,  dated  at  Vilepsk,  in  Russia,  is  received. — 
By  them  it  appears  that  the  French  had  been  uni- 
formly successful  ; the  Russians  retiring  and  the 
French  advancing,  within  18  leagues  of  Moscow. — 
The  latter  had  burnt  the  city  of  Smolenski,  which 
contained  12,000  inhabitants.  Riga  was  besieged  by 
marshal  Davoust.  Several  severe  skirmishes  had  ta- 
ken place,  in  one  of  which  the  French  took  100  pie- 
ces of  cannon,  1500  prisoners,  and  killed  and  wound- 
ed 6,000  Russians.  The  effectual  force  of  France 
employed  against  Russia  is  reported  to  be  687,000 
men. 

Massena  passed  through  Bordeaux  on  the  1st  of 
Sept,  for  Spain,  and  large  bodies  of  troops  are  push- 
ing into  the  peninsula. A new  conscription  of 

150,000  men  had  been  made.  The  French  force  in 
Spain,  after  their  defeat  at  Salamanca,  has  been  esti- 
mated at  more  than  that  number. 

- Francis  Xavier  Muller,  of  Baltimore,  whilst  at- 
tempting to  swim  to  the  shore  from  the  privateer 
Paul  Jones,  was  taken  down  by  an  Alligator,  in  the 
Savannah  river. 

On  counting  the  votes,  it  appeared  that  Jonas 
Galusha,  Esq.  [republican]  was  elected  governor  of 
'"Vermont,  by  a majority  of  3208  votes.  Every  de- 
partment of  the  government  of  this  state  is  repub- 
lican. 

The  New- York  Gazette  of  the  second  inst,  says, 
that — “Yesterday  afternoon  the  streets  of  this  city 
were  crowded  with  people  gazing  at  the  sun,  moon, 
aud  a star.  The  latter  was  visible  to  the  naked  eye, 
apparently  but  a few  feet  below  the  moon,  and  ra- 
ther to  the  northward  and  westward  of  it. 

New- York,  Oct.  17.— The  British  frigate  Junon, 
capt.  Saunders,  two  weeks  from  Halifax,  arrived 
within  our  Hook,  as  a flag  of  truce,  having  despatch- 
es from  admiral  Warren,  addressed  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
our  secretary  of  state.  An  officer  with  despatches 
came  up  this  morning  in  Gun-boat  107,  Costigan,  who 
went  with  the  messenger  to  the  agent’s  office.  The 
despatches  go  to-day  for  Washington.  The  fri- 
gate, it  is  said,  will  remain  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  for 
any  reply  which  may  be  made  by  our  government. 

We  are  informed  that  39  furnaces  are  in  operation 
at.  the  Kenhawa  salt  works,  each  of  which  make 
about  300  bushels  a week — or  in  the  whole  9000 
bushels  weekly.  The  current  selling  price  is  sixty- 
two  and  a half  cents  a bushel. 

A letter  from  England  dated  August  12,  says  the 
Want  of  provisions  is  dreadful.  “Flour  is  up  to  110s. 
per  barrel ”—#24  42, 

Tiie  National  Intelligencer  informs  that  the  Chick- 
asaw, Cheerokee  and  Choctaw  Indians  are  determined 
to  remain  friendly  to  the  United  States. 

Herkimer,  N.  Y.  Oct.  12. — I have  another  word  of 
comfort  for  the  friends  of  our  good  old  mother  Eng- 
land. On  the  10th  inst.  nearly  200  merino  sheep  in 
a drove,  \vere  driven  through  here,  on  their  way  to  a 
western  county  ; and  we  have  thousands  of  these 
enemies  to  British  monopoly  already  in  the  district. 

The  British  cartel  brig  Swiftsure  has  arrived  at 

New  York,  from  Falmouth,  Eng.  via  Halifax,  with 


despatches,  saicl  to  be  very  important.  They  were 
delivered  to  general  Armstrong,  and  by  him  forward- 
ed to  Washington,  where  they  have  arrived. 

Another  arrival  at  New-York  gives  us  London 
dates  of  the  6th  of  September — but  they  furnish  no 
important  articles. 

Gen.  Barker,  republican,  has  been  elected  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Flour  at  St.  Bartholomews  S>32  per  barrel — at  St. 
Thomas’  30  to  32 — at  Tortola  35— at  Barbadoes  40— 
at  Guadaloupe  40. 

The  federalists  have  succeeded  in  New  Jersey — 
and  have  a majority  in  the  legislature.  The  particu- 
lars have  not  reached  us. 

A vessel  has  arrived  in  England  having  on  board 
a minister  to  the  United  States  from  Sweden. 

Massachusetts  legislature. — The  two  branches  of 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  arc  endeavoring  to 
pass  a law  for  the  choice  of  electors  of  President.— 
They  are  situated,  in  fact  and  effect,  precisely  as 
Pennsylvania  was  12  years  ag-o.  The  senate  of  that 
state  had  a federal  majority  of  one  [or  two]  votes — 
the  house  of  representatives  was  democratic.  In 
Massachusetts  the  character  of  the  two  houses  is  re- 
versed. The  house  of  representatives  has  proposed 
a general  ticket,  and  the  senate  have  refused  to  pasd 
the  law,  wishing  the  state  districted  as  for  members 
of  congress,  and  the  two  additional  electors  to  be 
chosen  by  a general  vote.  Their  is  no  probability  of 
their  agreeing  except  by  a compromise,  as  they  did 
in  Pennsylvania  ; which  neutralized  that  state,  ex- 
cept in  a single  vote.  These  two  wrongs  may  pro- 
duce one  right.  It  may  influence  the  states  so  to 
alter  the  constitution,  that  all  the  electors  of  presi- 
dent shall  be  chosen  in  oneway — which  is  the  only 
fair  method  of  obtaining  the  will  of  the  majority. 

Dispatches  (says  the  National  Intelligencer)  from 
admiral  sir  J.  B.  Warren  to  the  secretary  of  state  and 
to  Mr.  Baker,  the  late  British  secretary  of  legation, 
arrived  in  New-York  a few  days  ago,  in  the  frigate 
Junon.  Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  respecting 
cartels  and  flags  of  truce,  they  were  handed  to  bri- 
gadier-general Armstrong,  commanding  atN.  York, 
who  forwarded  them  to  this  city,  by  captain  Jacoi> 
Lewis,  who  arrived  here  on  Monday.  The  contents 
of  the  dispatches  have  not  transpired. 


A TIMELY  CAUTION. 

The  editor  of  the  Weekly  Register  will  constantly  endeavor  to 
give  his  numerous  readers  a true  statement  of  things  as  they  are. 
Party  feelings  shall  not  induce  him  to  violate  truth.  He  wishes  his 
paper  to  be  a record  of  facts  ; and,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  ascer- 
tain them,  so  it  shall  be;  let  them  operate  to  the  praise  or  dis- 
praise of  whom  they  may.  Many  horrible  falsehoods  are  circu* 
lated  to  tveaken  the  government,  dispirit  the  people,  and  give  aid 
to  the  enemy.  It  is  not  possible  for  us  to  notice" them  all  ; and  we 
do  not  wish  to  give  remembrance  to  any  particular  story.  This 
work  shall  not  become  the  parti zan  of  James  Madison , De  Witt 
Clinton  by  Rufus  King.  The  editor would  “play  a higher  game.”1 
He  would  use  every  effort  to  place  truth  before'  the  people— to  urge 
the  superiority  of  republican  principles,  on  their  broad  and  liberal 
basis— to  provoke  a “ holy  hatred”  of  kings  and  their  priests,  and 
discountenance  every  thi  ng  partaking  of  a foreign  partiality.  Such, 
at  least,  are  his  sincere  desires.  It  gives  him  much  pleasure,  ana 
promotes  an  honest  pride,  to  be  informed,  that  this  favored  work 
is  so  receded  by  thousands— and,  as  deserving  such  confidence,  lie 
leels  it  liis  duty  to  give  this  caution,  at  the  moment,  when,  as  im- 
portant operations  may  be  expected,  falsehood  will  the  more  and 
more  abound. 


Samuel  Pleasants,  Esq.  of  Richmond,  editor  of  the  Virginia 
Argus,  will  obligingly  attend  to  the  business  of  the  editor  ; and  is 
authorised,  generally,  to  receive  money  on  account  of  the  Week -- 
ly  Register. 

To  Edward  Randolph,  Esq.  of  Pinkneyville,  Mis.  Ter.  the  sub- 
scribers at  that  piace  and  in  the  adjacent  country  w ill  be  pleased  to 
make  payment. 

tgT  The  friends  of  this  work,  acting  as  agents,  are  requested, 
in  all  instances,  when  forwarding  money,  to  give  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen  from  whom  they  have  received  it.  The  paper  will 
not  be  sent  to  those  who  are  not  punctual.  They  are  also  request- 
ed not  to  receive  »ew  subscribers  that  do  not  pay  a year  in  advance* 
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Constitution  of  Massachusetts 


A constitution  or  frame  of  government  agreed  upon  by  the  delegates 
of  the  people  of  Massachusetts-Bay , in  convention,  begun  and  held 
at  Cambridge,  on  the  first  of  Sent  ember  1779,  and  continued  by 
adjournment,  to  the  second  of  March,  1780  : 

I-TIKA'MB.LF. 

TITE  end  of  the  institution,  maintenance,  and  administration  of 
government,  is,  to  < core  the  existence  of  the  body  politic,  to  pro- 
tect it,  and  to  furnish  the  individuals  who  eomposeit,  with  the  pow- 
er of  enjoying  in  safety,  and  tranquility,  their  natural  rights,  and 
the  blessings  of  life:  and  whenever  these  gnat  objects  arc  not  ol>- 
taim  d,  the  people  have  a right  to  alter  the  government,  and  to  take 
measures  necessary  for  their  safety,  prosperity, and  happiness. 

The  body  politic  is  formed  by  a voluntary  association  of  indivi- 
duals. It  is  a social  compact,  by  which  the  whole  people  cove- 
nants with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen  with  the  whole  people, 
that  all  shall  be  governed  by  certain  laws  lor  the  common  good. — 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  people,  therefore,  in  framing  a constitutional 
government,  to  pros  ide  for  an  equitable  mode  of  making  laws,  as 
well  as  lor  an  impartial  interpretation, a: id  a faithful  execution  of 
them  ; that  evt  rv  man  may,  at  all  times,  find  his  security  in  them. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  acknowledging,  with 
grateful  hearts,  the  goodness  of  the  great  legislator  of  the  universe 
in  affording  us,  in  the  course  of  his  providence,  an  opportunity, 
dt  libera tely  and  peaceably,  without  fraud,  violence  or  surprise,  of 
entering  into  an  original’ explicit,  and  solemn  compact  with  each 
‘tether;  and  of  forming  a new' constitution  of  civil  government,  for 
ourselves  and  posterity : and  devoutly  imploring  his  direction  in  s 
interesting  a design,  do  agree  upon,  ordain  ami  establish,  the  fol- 
lowing declaration  of  lights,  and  frame  of  government,  as  the 
constitution  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

PART  I. A DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 

Of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  CmnmomoeaUh  of  Massachusetts. 

Art.  I.  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain  natu. 
ral,  essential,  and  unalienable  rights:  among  which  may  be  reck- 
oned the  right  of  enjoying  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties  ; 
that  of  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting  property  ; in  fine, 
that  of  seeking  and  obtaining  their  safety  and  happiness. 

II.  It  is  the  right, as  well  as  the  duty,  of  all  men  in  society,  poli- 
ticly and  at  stated  seasons,  to  worship  the  Supreme  Being,  the 
great  creator  and  preserver  ol  the  universe.  And  no  subject  shall 
Ik  hurt,  molested,  or  restrained  in  his  person,  liberty  or  estate,  lor 
worshipping  God  in  the  manner  and  seasons  most  agreeable  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience  ; or  for  his  religious  profession  or 
sentiments— prov  ided  he  doth  not  disturb  the  public  peace,  or  ob- 
struct others  in  their  religious  worship. 

III.  As  the  happiness  of  a people,  and  the  good  order  and  pre- 
servation of  civil  government, essentially  depend  upon  piety, religion 
and  morality  ; and  as  these  cannot  be  generally  diffused  through 
tin-  community,  but  by  the  institution  of  a public  worship  of  God 
and  of  public  institutions  in  piety,  religion  and  morality  : There- 
fore, to  promote  their  happiness, ’and  to  secure  the  good  order  and 
preservation  of  their  government,  the  people  of  this  commonwealth 
have  a right  to  invest  their  legislature  with  power  to  authorise  and 
require,  and  the  legislature  shall,  from  time  to  time,  authorise  and 
require  the  several  towns,  parishes,  precincts  and  other  bodies  po- 
Jitic.  or  religious  societies,  to  make  suitable  provision,  at  their  own 


expellee,  for  the  institution  of  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  public  protestant  teachers  of  pie- 
ty, religion  and  morality,  in  all  eases,  where  such  provision  shall 
not  he  made  voluntarily. 

All  the  people  of  the  commonwealth  have  also  a right  to,  and 
do,  invest  their  legislature  with  authority,  to  enjoin  upon  all  the 
subjects,  an  attendance  upon  tbe  instructions  of  the  public  teach- 
ers, as  aforesaid,  at  stated  times  and  seasons,  if  there  he  any  one 
whosejnstructions  they  can  conscientiously  and  conveniently  at- 

Provided,  notwithstanding,  that  the  several  towns,  parishes,  pre- 
cincts, and  the  other  bodies  politic,  or  religious  societies,  shall,  at 
all  times,  have  the  exclusive  right  of  electing- their  public  teachers, 
and  oi  contracting  with  them,  for  their  support  and  maintenance. 

All  monies,  pa.u  by  the  subject,  to  the  support  of  public  wor- 
ship, and  of  the  public  teachers  aforesaid,  shall,  if  he  require  it,  be 
unif  ormly  applied  to  the  support  of  the  public  teacher,  or  teachers 
oi  Ins  own  religious  sect  or  denomination,  provided  there  be  any, 
on  whose  instructions  he  attends,  otherwise  it  may  be  paid  towards 
the  support  of  the  teacher,  or  teachers,  of  the  parish,  or  precinct, 
in  which  the  said  monies  are  raised.  r 

And  every  denomination  of  Christians*  demeaning  themselves 
peaceably,  and  ns  good  subjects  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  be 

t2U,a  ■ . uu  j ,Pvotccti°n  o I the  law:  and  no  subordination  of  I relate  to  mariner’s  wages,  the  legislature  shall  hereafter  find  itiit* 
any  sect,  or  denommation  to  another,  shail  ever  be  established  by)  ecssary  to  alter  it. 

4 lV  Th  XVI.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is  essential  to  the  security  of  free- 

.....  *;1e  J)eol>*eo‘ this  commonwealth  have  the  sole  and  exclu-j  dom  in  a state ; it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be,  restrained  in  this 
tu.iiHi.mt  £OVCTnuig  themselves,  as  a free,  sovereign,  and  inde-  commonwealth. 

ov  ever  it  L a,n-  ^ . orever  hereafter  shall,  exercise  and  en-J  XVII.  The  people  liave  a light  to  keep  and  to  bear  arms  for  the 
* y power,  jurisdiction  and  right,  which  is  not,  or  may  not,  common  deitRcej  Anti  a.sA  in  time  of  peace,  armies  are  Uiui^erotw 
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hereafter,  be  by  them  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  congress  assembled. 

All  power  residing  originally  in  the  people, and  being  derived 
from  them,  the  several  magistrates,  and  officers  of  government, 
vested  with  authority,  whether  legislative;  executive  or  judicial, 
are  their  substitutes  and  agents,  and  are  at  all  times  accountable 
to  them. 

VI.  No  man,or  corporation, or  assoc-  at  ion  of  men  disti  net  from  those 
of  the  community, have  any  other  title  to  obtain  advantages, or  parti- 
cular and  exclusive  privileges,  than  what  arises  from  the  considi  ra- 
tion of  services  rendered  to  the  public.  And  this  title  being,  in  na- 
ture,  neither  hereditary,  nor  transmissible  to  children  or  descen- 
dants or  relations  of  blood,  the  idea  of  a man  born  a magistrate,  law  - 
giver, or  judge,  is  absurd  and  unnatural. 

VII.  Government  is  instituted  for  the  common  good  ; for  the 
protection,  safety,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  ; and  not 
for  the  profit]  honor,  or  private  interest  of  any  one  man,  family  or 
any  one  class  of  men.  Therefore,  the  people  alone  have  an  ilicon- 
testible,  unalienable,  and  indell  asible  right,  to  institute  government, 
and  to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  the  same,  when  their  protec- 
tion, safety,  prosperity  and  happiness  require  it. 

VIII.  In  order  to  prevent  those,  who  are  vested  w'ith  authority 
from  becoming  oppressors,  the  people  have  a right,  at  such  periods 
and  in  such  mariner  as  they  shall  establish  by  tbe  frame  of  govern- 
ment, to  cause  their  public  officers  to  return  to  private  life:  and 
to  fill  up  vacant  places,  by  certain  and  regular  elections  and  ap- 
pointments. 

IX.  All  elections  ought  to  be  free;  •and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  commonwealth,  having  such  qualifications  as  they  shall  esta- 
blish by  their  frame  of  government,  have  an  equal  right  to  elebt 
officers,  and  to  be  elected  for  public  employments. 

X.  Each  individual  of  the  society  has  a right  to  be  protected  by 

it,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty  and  property,  according  to 
i lie  standing  laws.  He  is  obliged  consequently,  to  contribute  Ins 
share,  to  the  expense  of  this  protection  ; to  giv  his  personal  ser- 
vice,or  an  equivalent  when  necessary. — But  no  part  of  the 

property  of  any  individual  can,  with  justice,  be  taken  from  him, 
or  applied  to  the  public  use,  w ithout  his  ow  n consent,  or  that  of 
the  representative  body  of  the  people  of  the  people.  In  fine,  the 
people  of  this  commonwealth  are  not  controllable  by  any  other 
law's,  than  those  to  w hich  their  constitutional  representative  body 
have  given  their  consent.  And  whenever  the  public  exigencies 
require,  that  the  property  of  any  individual  should  be  appropriat- 
ed to  public  uses,  lie  shall  receive  a reasonable  compensation 
therefor. 

XI.  Every  subject  of  the  commonwealth  ought  to  find  a certain 
remedy,  by  having  recourse  to  the.  laws  lor  ail  injuries  or  wrongs 
which  he  may  receive  in  his  person,  property  or  character.  He 
ought  to  obtain  right  and  justice  freely,  and  without  bring  obliged 
to  purchase  it— completely,  and  without  any  denial— promptly  and 
without  delay — conformably  to  the  laws. 

XII.  No  person  shall  beheld  to  answer  for  any  crime  or  offence 
until  the  same  is  fully  and  plainly,  substantially  and  formally, 
described  to  him;  or  be  compelled  to  accuse  or  furnish  evidence 
against  himself.  And  every  person  shall  -have  a right  to  produce 
all  proofs,  that  may  be  favorable  to  him  ; to  meet  trie  witnesses 
against  him,  face  to  face,  and  be  fully  heard  in  his  defence,  by 
himself  or  his  counsel,  at  his  election.  And  no  person  shall  be  ar- 
rested, imprisoned,  or  despoiled,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immu- 
nities, or  privileges,  put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  exiled  or 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  estate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his 
peers,  or  the  law  of  the  laud. 

And  the  legislature  shall  not  make  any  law-,  that  shall  subject 
any  person  to  a capital  or  infamous  punishment  (excepting  for 
the  government  of  rim  army  and  navy)  wit  hout  trial  by  jury. 

XIII.  In  criminal  prosecutions,  the  verification  of  lacts,  in  the 
vicinity  where  they  happen,  is  one  of  the  greatest  securities  of  the 
life,  liberty  and  property  of  the  citizen. 

XIV.  Every  person  has  a right  to  be  secure  from  ajl  unreasona- 
ble searches,  ami  seizures,  of  his  person,  liis  houses,  his  papers,  and 
ail  his  possessions.  Ail  warrants,  therefore,  are  contrary  to  this 
right,  if  the  cause  or  foundation  of  them  ly--.  not  previously  support- 
ed by  oath  or  affirmation  ; aud  it  the  order,  in  a w arrant  to  a civil 
officer,  to  make  search  in  ali  suspected  places,  or  to  arrest  one  cr 
more  suspected  persons,  or  to  seize  their  property,  be  not  accom- 
panied with  a special  designation  of  the  persons  or  objects  of 
search,  arrest,  or  seizure.  And  no  w aiyaot  ought  to  be  issued,  but 
in  such  cases,  and  with  the  formalities,  prescribed  by  the  laws. 

XV.  In  all  controversies  concerning  property.  ami  in  all  suits 
between  two  or  more  persons,  (except  in  cases,  in  which  it  has 
heretofore  been  otherwise  used  and  practised)  the  parties  liave  a 
right  to  a triai  by  a jury ; and  this  method  of  procedure  shall  be 
held  sacred  ; unless,  in  cases  arising  On  the  high  seas,  and  such  as 
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to  liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  maintained,  without  the  consent 
of  the  legislature ; and  the  military  powe  r shall  always  be  held  in 
exact  subordination  to  the  civil  authority,  and  be  governed  by  it. 

XVIII.  Alrequentreeurrence  to  tin-  fundamental  principles  of 
the  constitution,  and  a constant  adhtrence  to  those  of  piety,  jus- 


tice, moderation,  temperance,  industry,  and  frugality,  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  preserve  the  advantages  ol  liberty,  and  to  main- 
tain a free  government.  The  people  ought,  consequently,  to  have 
a particular  attention  to  all  thosi-  principles  in  the  choice  of  their 
officers  and  representatives  ; and  they  have  a right  to  require  of 
their  law-givers  and  magistrates,  an  exact  and  constant  obsvrvanc 
of  their.,  in  the  formation  and  execution  of  all  laws,  necessar 
the  good  administration  of  t!ie  commonwealth. 

JQX.  The  people  haven  right,  in  an  unit  rly  and  peaceable 
manner,  to  assemble  .to,  consult  upon  t?te  common  good;  give  in- 
structions to  thcirrcpvesentativcs  :and  to  request  of  tin-  legislative 
body,  by  the  way  of  addresses,  petitions  or  remonstrances,  redress 
of  the  wrongs  done  them,  and  of  the  grievances  theysulFer. 

XX.  The  powerof  suspending  lire  iaws,  or  the  execution-  of  the 
laws,  ought  never  to  be  exercised,  but  by  the  legislature  ;or  by  au- 
thority derived  from  it,  to  be  exercised  in  such  particular  cases 
only,  as  the  legislature  shall  expressly  provide  for. 

XXI.  Tlte  freedom  of  deliberation,  speech,  and  debate,  in  either 
house  of  the  legislature,  is  so  essential  to  the  rights  of  the  people, 
that  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  accusation  or  prosecution, 
action,  or  complaint,  in  any  other  court  or  place  whatsoev  er. 

XXII.  The  legislature  ought  frequently  to  assemble,  for  the  re- 
dress of  grievances,  for  correcting,  strengthening,  and  confirming 
the  laws,  and  Ibr  making  new  laws,  as  the  common  good  may  re- 
quire. 

XXIII.  No  subsidy,  charge,  tax,  impost,  or  duties,  ought  to  be 
established,  fixed,  laid,  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  whatever, 
without  the'  consent  of  the  people,  or  their  representatives  in  the 
legislature. 

XXIV.  Laws,  made  to  punish  for  actions,  done  before  the  exist- 
ence of  such  iaws,  and  which  have  not  been  declared  crimes  by 
preceding  law  s,  are  unjust,  oppressive,  and  inconsistent  with  the 
fundamental  principles  of  a free  government. 

XXY.  No  person  ought, in  any  case,  or  in  any  time,  to  be  de- 
clared guilty  of  treason  or  felony  by  the  legislature. 

XXVI.  No  magistrate,  pr  court  of  law,  shall  demand  excessive 
hail  or  sureties, impose  excessive  fines,  or  inflict  cruel  or  unusuai 
punishments. 

XXVII.  In  tinie  of  peace,  no  soldier  ought  to-  he  quartered  in 
any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner;  and  in  time  of  war, 
such  quarters  ought  not  to  be  made,  but  by  the  civil  magistrate,  in 
manner  ordained  by  tire  legislature. 

XXVIHv  No  person  can,  in  any  case,  be  subjected  to  jaw  martial, 
or  to  any  penalties  or  pains,  by  virtue  of  that  law,  (except  those 
emploved  in  the  army  or  navy,  and  except  the  militia  in  actual 
service)  but  by  authority  of  the  legislature. 

XXIX.  It  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  every 
individual,  his  life, liberty,  property  and  character,  that  there  be  an 
impartial  interpretation  ot  the  laws,  and  administration  of  justice. 
It  is  the  right  of  every  citizen,  to  be  tried  by  judges,  as  free,  im  par- 
tial ami  independent,  as  the  lot  of  humanity  will  admit.  It  is,  there- 
fore, not  only  the  best  policy,  hut  for  the  security  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and  of  every  citizen,  that  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  should  hold  their  offices  as  long  as  they  behave 
themselves  w'el! ; and  that  they  should  have  honorable  salaries, as- 
certained and  established  by  standing  laws. 

XXX.  In  the  government  of  this  commonwealth,  the  legislative 
department  shall  never  exercise  the  executive  and  judicial  powers, 
or  either  of  tin  m ; the  executive  shall  never  exercise  the  legisla- 
tive and  judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them  : the  judicial  shall  never 
exercise  the  legislative  and  executive  powers,1  or  either  of  them  : 
to  the  end,  that  it  may  be  a government  inlaws,  and  not  of  men. 


against  the  said  hill  or  resolve,  shall  be  ent  red  upon  the  puhlie 
records  of  the  commonwealth. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay",  if  any  bill  or  re«nlve 
shall  not  be  returned  by  the  governor  within  five  days,  after  it 
hall  have  been  presented,  the  same  shall  have  the  force  of  » 


law. 

III.  The  general  eourt  shall  forever  hav£  foil  power  and  au- 
thority to  erect  and  constitute  judicatories,  and  courts  of  record,  or 
other  courts,  to  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  for  the 
hearing,  trying  and  determining, of  ail  manner  of  crimes,  offences, 

r vance  pleas,  processes,  plaints,  actions,  matters,  causes,  and  things  what* 
ary  for  soever, arising  or  happening  witliin  the  commonwealth, or  between 
or  concerning  persons  inhabiting  or  residing,  or  brought,  within 
the  same;  whether  the  same  be  criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  tl»e 
said  crimes  he  capital  or  not  capital,  and  whether  the  said  pleas  be 
real,  personal  or  mixed ; and  for  the  awarding  and  making  out  of  ex- 
ecution thereupon  : to  which  courts  and  judicatories,  are  hereby 
given  and  gruntcd,fuil  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to 
administer  oaths  or  affirmations,  for  the  better  discovery  of  truth 
in  any  matter  in  controversy  or  depending  before*  them. 

IV.  And  further,  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  given  and 
granted  to  the  said  general  eourt, from  time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain, 
and  establish,  all  manner  of  wholesome  and  reasonable  orders,  laws, 
statutes  and  ordinances,  directions  and  instructions,  either  with  pen- 
alties or  without  (so  as  the  same  betiot  repugnant  or  contrary  to 
this  constitution)  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  for  the  good  and  welfare 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  for  the  government  anil  ordering  there- 
of, and  of  the  citizens  of  the  same,  and  for  the  necessary  support  and 

ef  nee  of  the  government  thereof;  and  to  nameand  settle  annually', 


or  provide  by  fixed  iaws-,  for  the  naming  and  settling  all  civil  officers, 
within  the  said  commonwealth,  tlte  election  anil  constitution  ot 
whom  are  not  hereafter,  in  this  form  of  government,  otherwise 
provided  for ; and  to  set  forth  the  several  duties,  powers  and  limits 
of  the  several  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
the  forms  of  such  oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  respectively  ad- 
ministered unto  them  for  the  execution  of  their  several  offices  and 
places,  so  as  the  same  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  consti- 
tution : and  to  impose  and  levy  proportional  and  reasonable  as- 
sessments, rates,  ami  taxes  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of,  anil  persons 
resident,  and  estates  lying,  within  the  said  commonwealth;  and 
also  to  impose  and  levy,  reasonable  duties  ami  excises  upon  any 
produce,  goods,  wares,  merchandises  and  commodities  whatsoever, 
brought  into,  produced,  manufactured,  or  being  within  the  same, 
to  be  issued  and  disposed  of  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  go- 
vernor of  this  commonwealth  tor  the  time  being,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  for  the  public  service,  in  the  necessar# 
defence  anil  support  of  the  government  of  the  said  commonwealth  » 
and  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  citizens  thereof,  accord- 
ing to  such  acts  as  are  or  shall  be  in  force  within  the  same. 

And  while  the  public  charges  of  government,  or  any  part  tliere- 
of,  shall  be  assessed  on  polls  and  estates  in  the  manner  that  has 
hitherto  been  practised  ; in  order  that  such  assessments  may  he 
made  with  equality,  there  shall  he  a valuation  of  estates  within 
the  commonwealth  taken  anew  once  in  every  ten  years,  at  the 
least,  and  as  much  oftener  as  the  general  court  shall  order. 
chap.  i.  sect.  n. — Senate. 

Art.  I.  There  shall  be  annually  elected  by  the  freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  this  commonwealth,  qualified  as  in  this  con  - 
stitution  is  provided,  forty  persons  to  be  counsellors  and  senators  Ibr 
the  year  ensuing  their  election  : to  be  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  districts  into  which  the  'Commonwealth  may,  from  time  to  time, 
be  divided  by  the  general  court,  for  that  purpose.  And  the  gene- 
ral ^ourt,  in  assigning  the  numbers  to  be  elected  by  tlte  representa- 
tive districts,  shall  govern  themselves  by  the  proportion  of  the 
public  taxes  paid  by  the  said  districts : and  timely  make  known  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  commonwealth,  the  limits  of  each  district, 
and  the  numberof  counsellors  and  senators  to  be  chosen  therein  : 
provided,  that  the  number  of  such  districts  shall  be  never  less  than 

. v i thirteen;  and  that  no  district  be  so  large  as  to  entitle  the  same  to 

of  Massachusetts  llay,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  mutually  choose  more  than  six  senators. 

ogr  e with  each  other,  to  form  themselves  into  a ffiee.  Sovereign  * ’ ’ /"‘  * " 

ami  independent  body-politic,  or  state,  by  the  name  oil  The  common- 
wealth <f  Massachusetts. 


PA  TIT  IT. — FRAME  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

'Idle  people  inhabiting  the  territory  formerly  called  the  Pro- 


— THE  LEGISLATIVE  TOWER. 

T. — The  General  Court. 

shall  be  formed  by  two 


CHAP.  I 

Sec 

Art.  I.  The  department  of  legisiatio 
branches,  a senate  and  house  of  representatives:  each  of  which 
siftll  have  a negative  on  the  other. 

The  legislative  body  shall  assemble  every  year,  on  the  last  Wed- 
nesday of  May.  anil  at  such  other  times  as  they  sliail  judge  neees- 
au-y  ; ami  shall  dissolve,  and  be  dissolved,  on  the  day  next  preced- 
ing the  said  last  Wednesday  in  May ; anil  shall  be  styled,  The  Gene- 
ral Court  of  Massachusetts-. 

It.  No  bill  or  resolve  of  the  senate  or  bouse  of  representatives, 
shall  become  a law,  and  have  force  as  soph,  until  it  shall  have"  been 
Ink;  before  the  governor  for  his  revised : and  if  he,  upon  such  re- 
vision. approve  thereof,  lie  shall  signify  his  approbation  by  signing 
tiie  satire.  Bat  if  he  have  any  objection  to  th.-  passing  of  such  bill  or 
resolve, he  shall  return  tin-  same  togj^h^witii  his  objections  thereto, 
in  writing,  to  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives,  in  whichsoever 
tV  same  shall  have  originated  ; who  shall  enter  th:.-  objections  sent 
down  by  the  governor,  at  large,  on  their  r-  cords,  and  proceed  to 
re-cousich-r  the  said  bill  or  resolve  : But  if  after  such  re-considera- 
tion, tv, -e-thirds  of  the  said  senate  or  house  of  representatives,  sliail, 
notwithstanding  the  said  objections, agree  to  pass  the  same,  it  shall, 
together  with  tin  objections,  he  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  1- 


And  the  several  counties  in  this  commonwealth  shall,  until  the 
general  court  shall  determine  it  necessary  to  alter  tlte  said  dis- 


tricts, he  districts  for  choice  of  counsellors  anil  senators  (except 
that  the  counties  of  Dukes- county  and  Nantucket,  shall  form  one 
district  for  that  purpose)  and  sliail  elect  the  following  number  for 
counsellors  and  senators,  viz-:  Suffolk,  six)  Essex  six,  Middlesex 
five,  Hampshire  four,  Plymouth  three,  Barnstable  one,  Bristol  three, 
York  two,  Dukes  county  and  Nantucket  one,  Worcester  live,  Cum- 
berland one,  Lincoln  one,  Berkshire  two. 

II.  The  senate  shall  be  the  first  branch  of  the  legislature  ; and 
the  senators  shall  be  chosen  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  There 
shall  be  a meeting  on  tire  first  Monday  in  April, -annually,  forever, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  each  town  in  the  several  counties  of  this  com- 
monwealth ; to  be  called  by  the  selectmen,  and  warned  in.  duo 
course  of  law,  at  least  seven ’days  belbie  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  persons  to  he  senators  and  counsellors. 
And  at  such  meetings,  every  male  inhabitant, of  twenty-one  years  of 
age  and  upwards,  having  a freehold  estate  witliin  the  commonwealth 
of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  estate  of  the  value  of 
sixty  pounds,  shall  have  a right  to  give  m his  vote  for  the  senators,-, 
for  the  district  of  which  he  is  an  inhabitant.  And  to  remove  all 
doubts  concerning  the  word  ‘‘  inhabitant’"  in  this  constitution,  eve- 
ry person  shall  be  considered  as  an  inhabitant  (for  the  purpose  of 
electing  and  bciitgolecud  into  any  office  or  place  within  tins  state) 
in  that  town,  district,  or  plantation  w here  he  dwelleth  or  hath  Ins 
home.  . 

! The  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  shall  preside  at  such  meet- 
i ings  impartially  ; and  shall  recei  ve  the  vote-s  ol  all  the  inhabitant* 


gislytuyv,  vytrere  it  shall  also  he  re-considered  ; and  if  approved  by  I of -such  towns,  present  and  qualified  to  \'ote  for  senators  ; and  shall 
twi  .-third*;  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  hat  e (he force  of  a law*: ' sort  and  count  them  in  open  town  meeting,  anil  in  presence  ot 
But  in  at!  such  cases  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  ; the  town  clerk,  who  shall  make  a fair  record,  in  presence  of  the 
k)  y..us  and  nays:  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  or  selectmen,  tun!  in  open  town  meeting,  of  the  name  of  every  per- 
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soj?  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  against  liis  name ; and  a 
lair  copy  of  this  record  shall  be  attested  by  the  selectmen  and  the 
tow  n clerk,  and  shall  be  sealed  up,  directed  to  the  secretary  of  the 
commonwealth  tor  the  time  being,  with  a superscription,  express- 
ing the  purports  of  the  contents  thereof  and  delivered,  by  the 
town  clerk  of  such  town,  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  in  which  such 
town  lies,  thirty  days  at  h ast  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May, 
annually;  or  it  shall  be  delivered  into  the  secretary’s  office,  seven- 
tcen  days,  ar  least,  before  the  said  last  Wednesday  in  May;  and 
the  sheriff  of  each  county  shall  deliver  all  such  certificates,  by  him 
received,  into  ibe  secretary’s  offieg,  sen venteen  dajs  before  the  said 
last  Wednesday  in  May. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  unincorporated  (qualified  as 
this  constitution  provides)  who  are  or  shall  be  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  ass-ss  taxes  upon  themselves,  toward  the  support  of  go- 
vernment, shall  have  the  same  privilege  of  voting  (or  counsellors 
and  senators  in  the  plantations  where  they  reside,  as  town  inhabi- 
tants have  in  their  respective  towns ; and  the  plantation-meet- 
ings, for  that  purpose,  shall  be  held  annually  on  the  same  first  Mon- 
day in  April,  at  such  place  in  the  plantations  respectively,  as  the 
assessors  thereof  shall  direct;  which  assessors  shall  have  like  au- 
thority, for  notifying  the  e lectors,  collecting  and  returning  the 
votes,  as  the  selectmen  and  town  clerks  have  in  their  several  tow  ns, 
by  this  constitution,  and  all  other  persons,  living  in  places  unin- 
corporated (qualified  as  aforesaid)  who  shall  be  assessed  to  the  sup- 
port of  government  by  the  assessors  of  an  adjacent  town,  shall 
nave  the  privilege  of  giving  in  their  votes  lor  counsellors  and  se- 
nators, in  tlie  town  where  they  shall  be  assessed,  and  be  notified  of 
the  place  of  meeting,  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  where  they 
shall  be  assessed,  for  that  purpose  accordingly. 

III.  And  that  there  may  be  a due  convention  of  senators  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  Mas  annually,  the  governor,  and  five  of  the 
council,  tor  the  time  being,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  he, examine  the 
returned  copies  of  such  records ; and  fourteen  days  before  the  said 
day,  be  shall  issue  his  summons  to  such  persons,  as  shall  appear  to 
be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  votes,  to  attend  on  that  day,  and  take 
their  seats  accordingly ; provided  nevertheless,  that  ior  the  first 
year,  the  said  returned  copies  shall  he  examined  by  the  president 
iuid  five  of  the  council  of  the  former  constitution  of  government  : 
and  the  said  president  shall,  in  like  manlier,  issue  his  summons  to 
the  persons  so  elected,  that  they  may  take  their  seats  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  The  senate  shall  be  the  final  judge  of  the  elections,  returns 
and  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed  out  in  the 
constitution;  and  shall,  on  the  said  last  Wednesday  in  May,  annu- 
ally, determine  and  declare,  who  are  elected  by  each  district,  to  be 

^senators,  by  a majority  of  votes  : and  in  case  there  shallnot  appear 
to  be  the  full  number  of  senators  returned,  elected  by  a ma  jority 
of  votes  for  any  district,  the  deficiency  shall  be  supplied  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  viz.  The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  such  senators  a»  shall  be  declared  elected,  shall  take  the  names 
of  such  persons  as  shall  be  found  to  have  the  highest  number  of 
votes  in  such  district,  and  not  elected,  amounting  to  twice  the 
number  of  senators  wanting,  if  there  be  so  many  voted  for  ; and 
out  of  these,  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  a number  of  senators,  sufficient  to 
fill  up  the  vacancies  in  such  district ; and  in  tins  manner  all  such 
vacancies  shall  be  filled  in  every  district  of  the  common  wealth  : 
and  in  like  manner,  all  vacancies  in  the  senate,  arising  by  death, 
removal  out  of  the  state,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  supplied  as  soou  as 
maybe,  after  such  vacancies  shall  happen. 

V.  Provided  nevertheless,  that  no  person  shall  be  capahle  of  be- 
ing elected  as  a senator,  wlio  is  not  s ized  in  his  own  right,  of  a 
freehold  within  this  commonwealth,  of  the  value  of  three  hundred 
pounds  at  least,  or  possessed  of  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  six 
hundred  pounds  at  least,  or  of  both  to  the  amount  of  the  same  sum  ; 
and  who  has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  commonwealth  for  the 
space  of  five  years  immediately  preceding  his  election  ; and  at  the 
time  of  his  election  he  shall  be  an  inhabitant  in  the  district,  for 
which  he  shall  be  chosen: 

VI.  The  senate  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  tlsemselves,  provid- 
ed such  adjournments  do  not  exceed  two’ days  at  a time.  ' 

VII.  The  senate  shall  choose  its  own  president,  appoint  its  own 
officers,  and  determine  its  own  rules  of  proceedings. 

VIII.  The  senate  shall  be  a court,  with  full  authority,  to  hear 
and  determine  all  impeachments,  made  by  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, against  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  commonwealth,  for 
misconduct  and  mai-atl ministration  in  their  officers.  But  previous 
to  the  trial  of  every  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  senate  shall 
Respectively  be  sworn,  truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine 
the  charge  in  question,  according  to  evidence.  Their  judgment, 
however,  shall  not  extend  f nrther,  than  to  removal  from  office, 
and  disqualification  to  hold  or  enjoy  any  place  of  honor,  trust  or 
profit,  under  this  commonwealth but  the  party  so  convicted, 
shall  be,  nevertheless,  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  aud 
punishment,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

IX.  Not  less  than  sixteen  members  of  the  senate,  shall  consti- 
tute a quorum  for  doing  business. 

( ii  vr>.  i. — sect.  in. — House  of  Representatives. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be,  in  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth, 
a representation  of  the  people,  annually  elected,  and  founded  up- 
on tin*  principle  of  equality. 

II.  And  in  order  to  provide  for  a representation  of  the  citizens 
of  this  commonwealth,  founded  on  tiie  principles  of  equality, 
every  corporate  town,  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  rateable 
7>olls,  ruay  elect  one  representative: — every  corporate  town,  con- 
taining three  hundred  and  seventy-five  rateable  polls,  may  elect 
two  representatives  : every  corporate  town,  containing  six  hundred 
rateable  polls,  may  elect  three  representatives  ;— and  procetdin 
in  that  manner,  _ making  two  hundred  and  t wen  tv-five  rateable 
polls  the  mean  increasing  number,  lor  every  additional  represen- 
tative : 1 

' itlekl  nevertheless,  that  ^ach  town  now  incorporated,  not  hav- 
ngone  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may  elect  one  reprrteif 


t:\tive.  But  noplace  shall  hereafter  be  incorporated  with  the  pri- 
vilege of  electing  a representative,  unless  there  are,  within  the 
same,  one  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls. 

And  the  house  of  representatives  shall  have  t>>wer,  from  time  to 
time,  to  impose  fines  upon  such  towns  as  shall  negfi  ct  to  choose 
and  return  members  to  the  same,  agreeably  to  this  constitution. 

The  expences  of  travelling  to  the  general  assembly,  and  re- 
turning homo, once  in  every  session  and  no  more,  shall  he  paid  by 
tbe  government,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  every  member  who 
shall  attend  a»  seasonably  as  he  can,  in  the  judgment  of  the  house, 
and  does  not  depart  w ithout  leave. 

III.  Every  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  bechov 
sen  by  written  votes;  and  for  one  year  at  least, next  preceding  his 
election,  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of,  and  have  been  seized,  in 
bis  own  right,  of  a freehold  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
w ithin  the  tow  n he  shall  be  chosen  to  represent, or  any  rateable 
estate,  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds  ; and  he  shell  cease  to 
represent  the  said  town  immediately  on  his  ceasing  to  be  qualified 
as  aforesaid. 

IV.  Every  male  person,  (being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  re* 
sident  ofauy  particular  town  in  t his  commonwealth,  for  the  space 
of  one  year  ilex  t preceding)  having  a freehold  estate  within  the 
same  town,  of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  estate  of 
the  value  of  sixty  pounds,  shall  have  a right  to  vote,  in  the  choice 
of  a representative,  or  representatives,  lor  the  said  town. 

V.  The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be  chosen* 
annually,  in  the  month  of  May,  ten  days,  at  least,  before  the  last 
Wednesday  of  that  month. 

VI.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  the  grand  inquest  of 
this  commonwealth*;  and  all  impeachments,  made  by  them,  shall 
be  heard  and  tried  by  the.  senate. 

VII.  All  money  bills  shall  originate  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives ; but  the  senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  amendments,  as 
on  other  bills. 

VIII.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  power  to  adjourn 
themselves;  provided  such  adjournment  shall  not  exceed  two  days 
at  a time. 

IX.  Not  less  than  sixty  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
shall  constitute  h quorum  for  doing  business. 

X.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  re- 
turns, elections,  and  qualification  of  its  own  members,  as  pointed  1 
out  in  the  constitution  ; shall  choose  their  own  speaker;  appoint 
their  own  officers,  and  settle  their  rules  aud  orders  of  proceeding  in 
their  own  house.  They  shall  have  authority  to  punish,  by  impri- 
sonment, every  person  (not  a member)  who  shall  be  guilty  of  dis- 
respect to  tbe  house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior 
in  its  presence;  or  who,  in  the  town  where  the  general  court  is 
sitting,  and  during  the  time  of  its  sitting,  shall  threaten  harm  to 
the  body  or  estate  of  any  of  its  members,  for  any  thing  saM  or  done 
in  the  house;  or  who  shall  assault  any  of  them  therefor;  or  who 
shall  assault,  or  arrest  any  witness,  or  other  person,  ordered  to  at- 
tend the  house,  in  his  way  in  going  or  returning : or  who  shall 
rescue  any  person  arrested  by  the  order  of  the  house. 

And  no  member  of  the  house  of  representati  ves  shall  be  arrested 
or  held  to  hail  on  mesne  process,  during  his  going  into,  returning 
from,  or  his  attending  the  general  assembly. 

XI.  The  senate  shall  have  the  same  powers  in  the  like  cases  ; 
and  the  governor  and  council  shall  have  the  same  authority  to  pu- 
nish in  like  cases;  provided  that  no  imprisonment,  on  the.  warrant 
or  order  of  the  governor,  council,  senate,  or  house  of  representa- 
tives, for  either  of  the  above  described  offences,  be  tor  a term  ex- 
ceeding thirty  days. 

And  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  may  try  and  deter- 
mine af!  cases  where  their  rights  and  privileges  are  concerned, 
and  which,  by  the  constitution,  they  have  authority  lo  try  and  de- 
termine, by  committees  of  their  own  members,  or  in  such  other 
way  as  they  may  respectively  think  best. 

(To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 


Presidential  Election. 

As  the  following1  letters  may  be  frequently  referred 
to,  we  simply  insert  them  without,  entering  into 
the  views  or  conclusions ' of  either  party.  They 
were  first  published  under  the  direction  of  the 
committee  in  New -York  appointed  to  promote  the 
election  of  De  Witt  Clinton, Hsq.  to  the  presidency 
of  the  United  States.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Spencer, 
and  Hiker  are  distinguished  republicans — the  lat- 
ter is  a member  of  the  committee  mentioned  above, 
and  his  reply  was  published  with  their  approba- 
tion. 

Albany,  Sept.  26,  1812. 

Dear  Sir. — Permit  us  to  introduce  to  your  ac- 
quaintance general  King  of  Massachusetts.  It  is 
bis  wish  to  communicate  freely  with  one  or  more  of 
the  lieutenant-governors’  friends  in  your  city  in  rela- 
tion to  the  presidential  question. 

The  generals’  character  and  standing  entitle  him 
to  the  greatest  consideration  ; and  allow  us  to  say 
that  nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  to  the  real 
friends  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  to  tbe  republican  party 
h>  this  section  of  the  state,  than  an  arrangement 
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which  would  avoid  a competition  in  the  choice  of  pre-. rescuing-  it,  in  a season  of  so  much  peril,  out  of  the 
bident.  feeble  hands  in  which  it  is  now  placed.  In  this  case 

At  a period  like  the  present,  big1  with  events,  in  they  consider  Mr.  Clinton  no  more  than  the  mstru- 

' ment  of  the  public  safety,  and  they  prefer  him  tor 
his  superior  fitness. 


which  we  are  contending’  for  every  thing  dear  and 
valuable,  and  when  a portion  of  our  citizens  are  sys- 
tematizing measures  calculated  to  deaden  the  ener- 
.es  of  tile  nation,  rely  upon  it,  the  supporters  and 
•lends  of  the  constitution  cannot  but  view  with 
emotions  of  the  deepest  regret,  a struggle  between 
men  who  think/alike  on  general  measures.  We  acquit 
ourselves  when  we  solemnly  declare  to  you  as  our 
firm  belief,  that  no  event  could  exalt  Mr.  Clinton 
higher  among  his  republican  friends,  than  a surren- 
der of  his  pretension  to  the  presidential  chair  at  the 
ensuing  election  ; and  a different  course  would  con 
sequentiy,  in  our  opinion  destroy  his  prospects,  and 
deprive  this  nation  at  a future  period  of  the  services 
of  a man  whose  talents  we  highly  estimate. 

With  much  respect. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

A.  SPENCER. 

JOHN  TAYLOR. 

Richard  Hiker,  Esq. 


If  a portion  of  our  citizens  are  systematizing  mea- 
sures calculated,  as  you  say,  to  deaden  the  energies 
of  the  nation,  is  this  not  a most  pressing  reason  for 
placing  at  the  head  of  the  government  a man  of  en- 
ergetic character,  who  is  able  to  repress  raction,  and 
control  the  disaffected  ? Ii  Mr.  Madison  could  not 
stop  the  growth  of  these  evil  do  mgs  in  the  tranquil 
season  of  prosperity,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  be 
can  subdue  them  now,  rendered  more  intractable  by 
the  hardships  of  the  times*  and  when  his  own  autho- 
rity is  weakened  by  disasters  which  are  obviously  the 
result  of  folly. 

Would  to  God  that  the  supporters  and  friends  of 
the  constitution  would  stand  forth,  we  should  then 
see  a prompt  reprobation  of  those  is  graceful  in- 
trigues which  prostituted  the  repre  ent  Jives  of  the 
nation  in  electioneering  instruments,  and  exhibit  them 
at  the  seat  of  government,  under  the  eye  and  infiu- 
New-Yokk  Oct.  7 1812.  ence  of  the  executive,  in  the  officious  and  unhaLow 
Gentlemen — Your  joint  letter,  by  which  you  did  me  ec*-  act  naming  a president  foi  the  people, 
the  honor  to  introduce  to  my  acquaintance  general]  Would  to  God  the  supporters  and  friends  of  the 
King  of  Massachusetts,  was  duly  delivered  by  him  to  constitution  did  seriously  reflect  on  the  whole  ot  that 
me.  I have  conversed  with  him  fully  on  the  subject  scene,  they  would  then  reprobate,  as  I believe,  that 
referred  to  by  you,  and  have  explained  to  him  at  large  act  more  criminal  than  even  the  caucus  intrigue  it- 
the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  give  it,  as  my  une  ■ self,  which  staked  the  honor  and  fortune  of  Ameri- 
quivocai  opinion,  that  Mr.  Clinton  is  not  at  liberty,  ca  against  an  office,  which  brought  on  war  without 

- " . : ....  -i  manner  m 


preparation, and  if  we  may  judge  by  the  manner  m 
which  it  is  conducted,  leaves  us  no  hopes  that  in  the 
present  hands  itwill  enable  us  to  avenge  our  violated 
rights  or  retrieve  the  tarnished  glory  of  our  country.  If 
the  elevation  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  a matter  of  bargain 
and  sale,  his  pretensions  might  be  surrendered  for 
any  present  or  future  advantage.  But  while  the 
friends  of  the  constitution  throughout  the  union, 
look  to  him  for  his  country’s  sake,  he  cannot  in  duty 
decline  the  service  they  assign  him.  What  honoi , 
what  principle  would  there  be  in  abandoning  a great 
contest,  vitally  effecting  the  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  purity  of  the  government  ? A con- 
test solemnly  entered  into  by  the  state  ot  New-iork , 
supported  with  an  animated  and  generous  zeal  by 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  and  sanctioned  by  tne  ap  - 
proving voice  of  many  of  the  wisest  patriots  in  the 
whole  republic.  To  make  such  a contest  the  subject 
of  an  arrangement  would  be,  as  it  strikes  me,  no  less 
cowardly  than  unprincipled.  Nor  can  I see  why  the 
more  manly  and  patriotic  course,  whatever  be  its  is- 
sue, should  destroy  the ' prospects  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
and  deprive  this  nation,  at  a future  period,  of  ins 
services.  On  the  contrary  it  must  always  redound 
to  his  credit,  that  in  his  person,  the  first  stand  was 
made  against  the  highly  dangerous  and  uncons  titu- 
tional practice  of  making  a designation  of  president 
under  executive  influence  ; that  with  him  the  usurp- 
ed authority  of  the  states  was  resumed  in  this  essen- 
tial article  that  the  principle  of  rotation  amongst 
them  was  recovered ; the  dangerous  monopoly  in  an 
ambitious  state  endeavored  to  be  defeated,  and  the 
interest  and  dignity  of  those  that  are  move  particu- 
larly agricultural  and  commercial  maintained  in 
practice.  ^ , 

There  is  one  more  consideration  which  I shall  sub- 
mit to  your  judgment  ; that  is,  that  the  republican 
party  will,  be  infallibly  broken  down,  if  a stop  be  not 
speedily  put  to  the  the  undue  means  employed  by 
the  present  cabinet  to  extend  its  influence.  Recol- 
lect the  downfall  of  the  federalists.  Can  we  Stand 
by  the  same,  or  even  worse  means,  than  those  w hich 


consistent  with  the  due  regard  to  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  American  people,  to  withdraw  himself 
as  a candidate  for  the  office  of  president  at  the  ensu- 
ing ejection.  The  suggestion  of  general  King  that 
in  case  of  Mr.  Clinton’s  retiring  from  the  competi- 
tion, the  republicans  of  Massachusetts  would  sup- 
port him  at  the  end  of  four  years,  for  the  Presiden- 
cy, can  never  be  listened  to  on  the  part  of  that  gen- 
tleman or  his  friends.  The  electors  ought  always  to 
be  left  free  to  act  according  to  the  future  merits  of 
the  candidate.  Arrangements  between  political  par- 
t ies,  or  members  of  the  same  party,  binding  or 
attempting  to  bind  the  suffrages  of  the  people, 
and  to  control  the  free  current  of  public  opinion, 
are  incompatible  with  the  purity  and  dignity  of 

republicanism. Upon  what  ground  can  Mr. 

Clinton  relinquish  the  present  competition  with 
Mr.  Madison  for  the  presidential  chair  ? By  so  do- 
ing he  would  disappoint  the  just  expectations  of  the 
people,  and  defeat  a decision  by  them  upon  princi 
pies  and  measures  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  to  the  re- 
public. I have  consulted  several  of  Mr.  Clinton’s 
particular  friends,  in  whose  judgments  I repose  very 
high  confidence,  and  they  all  agree  with  me,  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  confer  with  him. 

lie  never  will,  and  he  never  ought,  to  surrender  a 
a trust  which  lias  been  confided  to  his  hands  by  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  in  which  they  are  as  deeply  in- 
terested as  he  is.  A virtuous  man  will  pursue  the 
path  of  honor  and  probity,  rather  than  that  of  inte- 
rest ; and  a great  man  will  study  bis  country’s-,  good 
more  -than  his  own  popularity.  X am  forced  to  think 
there  must  be  some  mistake  in  your  representation 
of  the  republican  party  in  your  section  of  the  state. 

It. > . opinion.'  there,  lias  been  unequivocally  expressed 
t oncerning  Mr.  Clinton,  by  the  unexampled  unani- 
mity with  which  he  was  put  in  nomination  for  the 
presidency,  and  I do  not  understand,  in  virtue  of 
what, arrangement,  he  should  frustrate  that  choice:* 

II  is  friends  do  not  act  for  his  benefit  in  this  question, 
nay  , they  would  be  offended  at  the  supposition. 

However  well  they  wish  him, they  feel  a dearer  regard  ^,  w . — • 

for  their  country,  and  therefore  they  are  desirous  of  caused  their  overthrow,.  In  a word,  I am  dear  that 
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the  re-election  of  Mr.  Madison  will  be  the  ruin  of  the 
republican  party,  and  that  if  it  pertinaciously  sup- 
post,  him,  it  will  desserve  its  fate  and  lament  it  at 
'leisure. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  IlIKER. 
lion.  Ambrose  Spencer  and  John  Taylor. 


Vermont  Presidential  Nomination. 

At  a meeting  of  the  republican  members  of  the 
legislature  of  Vermont,  holden  at  Jefferson  Hall,  in 
the  state-house  in  Montpelier,  on  the  evening  of  the 
9t!T  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1812,  the  following  was 
unanimously  adopted.* 

In  times  of  danger  from  abroad  it  is  our  most  im- 
portant duty  to  strengthen  the  government  of  our 
country  with  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  to 
support,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  those  political 
guardians  who  have  already  by  their  measures  given 
us  a full  pledge  of  their  attachment  to  the  republi- 
can principles  of  our  constitution,  who  have  labored 
with  unwearied  fidelity  to  preserve  us  from  the  en- 
tangling alliances  and  destructive  broils  of  Europe, 
who  by  the  most  patient  forbearance  have  evinced 
their  lave  of  peace  while  consistent  with  safety  and 
honor,  and,  when  ipe  .ee  had  become  dishonorable  and 
dangerous,  h ve  with  promptitude  relied  upon  tiie 
patriotism  of  the  people  in  an  appeal  to  arms,  and 
have  adopted  all  the  wise  means,  within  the  compass 
of  constitutional  power,  to  ensure  success  and  to 
promote  that  confidence  of  the  people  in  their  go- 
vernment which  is  alone  wanted  to  crown  their  efforts 
with  victory. 

Such  are  our  present  rulers,  and  these  are  oiu'  rea- 
sons for  granting  them  our  support.  And  although 
a respectable  sister  state  has  thought  proper  to  pre- 
sent, for  the  consideration  of  the  public,  a different 
nomination,  as  more  likely  to  effect  a union  of  sen- 
timent, to  benefit  commerce  and  insure  peace,  yet 
we  do  not  believe  that  those  who  have  so  long  borne 
with  aggressions  for  the  sake  of  peace , are  to  be 
stigmatised  as  the  enemies  of  peace,  and  that  those 
who  have  not  hesitated  to  encounter  the  dangers  of 
war  for  the  protection  and  acknowledgment  of  com- 
mercial, rights  are  to  be  accused  of  hostility  to  com- 
merce. And  as  to  unity  of  sentiment  we  have  no 
doubt  hut  all  those  who  are  friendly  to  the  princi- 
ples of  republican  government  will  soon  be  united  : 
much  sooner  than  were  they  to  ’listen  to  those  whose 
lust  of  power  nothing  but  the  slavery  of  their  coun- 
try can  satisfy,  and  whose  bitterness  of  slander  no 
laws  consistent  with  rational  liberty  control  ; and  by 
d -serting  old  and  tried  friends,  furnish  an  Ameri- 
can proof  of  the  ingratitude  of  republics. 

Theref  ore  resolved,  that  under  these  circumstances 
we  feel  it  our  incumbent  duty,  at  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion of  first  and  second  magistrates  of  the  union,  to 
support  James  Madison , as  president  and  Elbridge 
Gerry  as  vice-president,  of  the  United  States. 

ELI H U LUCE,  Chairman. 

URIEL  C.  HATCH,  Sec’ry. 


15th  Regiment. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  AURORA. 

Camp,  near  Plattsburg , 12 th  Oct.  1812. 

SiR-»-However  incompatible  it  may  be  with  the 
character  and  profession  of  a soldier,  to  enter  into 
tfie  party  politics  of  the  day,  yet  when  the  honor  of 
the  government,  the  corps  he  commands,  and  his 
personal  fame  are  wantonly  attacked,  and  attempted 

* There  were  loi  members  present. 


to  he  sacrificed  to  satiate  the  malignant  venom  of 
party  purposes,  it  becomes  his  duty  as  a man,  a 
patriot,  to  come  forward  and  boldly  contradict  the 
base  calumniator.  The  following  piece  “ from  the 
Connecticut  Herald”  and  republished  in  the  Ncw- 
York  Herald  of  October  3d,  is  not  only  calculated 
to  bring  disrepute  on  the  government,  but  t.o  hold 
up  our  army  as  a inob  wanting  in  discipline  as  well 
as  patriotism.  The  piece  alluded  to  is  as  follows,*! i. 

“ The  multiplied  proof  of  folly  or  of  madness  or 
some  voorse  cause , that  have  driven  the  nation  into  a 
ruinous  offensive  -war,  are  accumulating  with  every 
day’s  experience.  Barely  to  enumerate  the  evidence 
would  occvfny  columns.  Two  or  three  facts  of  recent 
occurrence,  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge , arc  in 
point  and  worthy  of  record.  It  is  then  a fact  ffr  T 
state  it  on  the  best  authority J that  either  the  nation- 
al treasury  is  so  miserably  empty,  or  the  proper  depart- 
ment so  deficient  in  duty,  that  the  army  under  general 
Dearborn  which  has  so  long  been  idling  away  their  lime 
near  Albany,  was  not  only  unpaid,  but  unprovided 
with  the  common  necessaries  of  a camp , and  when  a 
few  days  since,  a part  of  these  troops  wei'e  ordered  to 
the  frontiers,  one  whole  regiment  f colonel  Pike’s J ab- 
solutely refused,  and  deliberately  stacked  their  arms, 
declaring  they  would  not  move  until  paid,  hi  this  refu- 
sed they  were  justified  by  their  colonel,  and  an  old  sol- 
dier, who  admitted  they  ought  not  to  march  unless  go- 
vernment would  first  pay  the  arrears  due  them. 

It  fortunately  happened  that  Mr.  Secretary  Gallatin, 
was  then  at  Albany,  and  on  learning  the  state  of  affairs 
at  the  encampment,  he  borrowed  twenty  thousand  dol* 
lars  from  one  of  the  banks,  on  his  private  credit,  by 
which  means  the  troops  were  paid,  and  cheerfully  fol- 
lowed their  commander.” 

In  contradiction  to  this  statement,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  give  the  following  facts  : — That  the  regi- 
mental paymaster  had  in  his  hands,  funds  to  pay  the 
whole  regiment  up  to  the  31st.  And  within  three 
days  of  the  period  when  the  troops  moved,  that 
three  companies  were  paid  previous  to  the  march, 
and  the  balance  so  soon  as  the  regiment  halted,  a 
sufficient  time  to  give  the  officers  an  opportunity  to 
adjust  the  rolls  and  prepare  the  accounts  of  the 
recruits. 

Secondly — That  those  funds  were  received  by  the 
regimental  paymaster,  from  the  district  paymaster, 
Mr.  Eakins,  who  was  then  iit  Albany,  and  not  from 
Mr.  Gallatin,  whom  (it  is  believed)  did  not  arrive 
till  after  the  regiment  moved  from  Greenbush. — 
These  facts  can  be  corroborated  by  every  officer  of 
the  15th  infantry,  who  one  and  all  deem  the  para- 
graph published  in  the  Herald  a base  calumny,  a di- 
rect attack  on  their  honor  as  soldiers,  and  declare 
that  the  author  whoever  he  may  be,  has  asserted 
gross  untruths.  As  for  myself,  I have  had  the  honor 
to  serve  in  the  army  from  the  rank  of  volunteer  to 
the  station  I now  hold,  during  the  administration  of 
gen.  Washington,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
Mr.  Madison,  and  can  affirm,  that  1 have  known 
some  troops  under  the  three  first,  to  have  been  up- 
wards of  a year  without  a payment — and  under  the 
latter  for  eight  months.  This  was  owing  to  the  dis- 
persed state  of  our  troops  on  the  western  fiontiers. 
But  never  did  1 hear  of  a corps  shewing  a disposition 
to  refuse  to  do  their  duty,  because  they  had  noire 
ceived  their  pay — nor  do  I believe  the  American 
army  has  been  disgraced  by  an  instance  of  the  kind,' 
since  the  revolutionary  war.  But  ask  any  man  of  con 
sideration,  what  time  it  requires  to  organize  an  arm)', 
or  a corps  of  new  recruits — if,  owing'  to  the  want  of 
a knowledge  of  the  officers,  to  ffr  ms  of  .returns,  ac- 
counts, &c.  it  will  not  be  some  time  before  a new 
corps  can  be  as  well  equipt,  or  , pear  as  much  like 
soldiers,  as  an  old  one ! Every  l oldler  will  reply. 
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that  it  will  require  two  years  at  least,  to  teach  both 
officers  and  men  to  reap  the  same  benefit  from  the 
same  supplies  as  old  soldiers — and  although  at  this 
time,  the  15th  regiment  has  been  as  regularly  sup- 
plied as  any  other  corps,  with  clothing,  pay,  arms 
and  accoutrements,  even  to  watch  coats  to  protect 
the  centinel  against  the  winter  storms — yet  were 
there  an  old  regiment,  laying  by  their  side,  who  had 
received  the  same  supplies , they  most  indubitably 
would  be  better  equipped  and  make  themselves  more 
comfortable,  having  the  saving  of  two  or  more  years’ 
supplies  on  hand.  But  whether  ill  or  well  supplied, 
the  soldiers  and  officers  have  too  just  a sense  of  the 
duty  they  owe  their  country  and  their  own  honor, 
jeven  to  refuse  to  march  against  the  enemy — and  the 
colonel  begs  leave  to  assure  the  author  of  the  above 
paragraph,  that  he  hopes  he  will  forbear  any  future 
attempt  to  injure  liis  reputation  by  praising  an  ac- 
tion which,  it  true,  must  have  forever  tarnished  the 
small  claim  he  now  has  to  a military  character. 

Z.  M.  PIKE, 

Colonel  1 5th  U-  S.  Infantry. 


Governor  Meigs,  of  Ohio. 

At  a meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  detachment  of 
Ohio  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
stationed  at  Urbana,  held  at  Doolittle’s  hotel,  Sep- 
tember 24 ih,  brigadier-general  Tuppeb  was  ap- 
pointed chairman,  and  major  Galloway  secre- 
tary 

Resolved,  unanimously , That  the  following  address 
to  his  excellency,  the  commander  in  chief,  be  signed 
by  each  officer  present,  and  presented  to  the  gover 
nor,  and  a copy  reserved  for  publication. 

E.  W.  TOPPER,  chairman. 
Attest, — James  Galloway',  secretary. 

To  his  excellency  R.  J.  Jifeigs,  governor,  and  comman- 
der-in-chief of  the  militia  of  Ohio. 

SIR — The  unlooked  for,  and  extraordinary  surren- 
der of  the  late  army  under  the  command  of  brigadier 
general  Hull,  has  not  only  roused  the  indignation,  but 
agitated  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  the  U.  States, 
beyond  any  example  found  in  the  history  of  our  na- 
tion : As  officers,  w'e  are  not  permitted  to  assign 
the  causes  of  that  shameful  surrender,  or  charge  the 
commander  in  chief  of  that  army,  with  imbecility, 
cowardice,  or  treachery  : if  he  shall  ever  present 
himself  for  trial  before  the  government,  which  en- 
trusted the  lives  and  honor  of  that  brave  and  distin- 
guished army  to  his  conduct,  he  will  there  be  ex- 
amined in  a court  where  the  guilty  will  receive  the 
just  punishment  due  to  his  crime. 

To  us,  it  is  not  surprising,  that  while  every  mind 
was  thus  shocked  at  the  disasters  at  Detroit  (events 
bearing  on  their  features  strong  marks  of  cowardice 
or  treachery)  that  there  should  be  found  among  us, 
persons,  rejoicing  at  the  overthrow7  of  that  array  ; 
men,  w hose  love  of  power  and  office,  outweigh  their 
attachment  to  their  country  ; with  such  we  might 
well  expect  to  find  every  disappointed  demagogue 
leagued  with  the  swarm  of  British  spies  and  hire- 
lings, which  infest  our  land,  to  drive  from  office  eve- 
ry person  who  held  a distinguished  rank,  and  was 
resolved  to  do  his  duty  ; to  paralize  the  measures  of 
the  general  government — to  unnerve  the  soldier’s 
arm,  by  causing  him  to  suspect  the  fidelity  of  his 
officers  : To  defeat  the  struggle  to  regain  our  lost 
territory,  and  carry  our  arms  to  the  centre  of  Que- 
bec, was  the  object  of  the  combination  ; no  charac- 
ter was  too  exalted  for  them  to  assail,  no  slander  too 
ibid  for  them  to  circulate  : If  conscious  innocence 
has  prevented  your  excellency’s  mind  from  feeling 


the  slanders  levelled  at  yourself,  they  have-not  failed 
to  give  us  great  anxiety  for  the  honor  of  our  state. 

Placed  as  we  are  beyond  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
disclaiming  every  design  but  that  of  protecting  the 
assailed  character  of  our  commander  in  chief,  we 
can  no  longer*  withhold  from  your  excellency,  the  in- 
dignation we  have  felt  at  the  language  circulating 
through  the  country,  to  wrest  from  you  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  and  soldiery  ; it  is  a duty,  sir, 
we  owe  our  country,  it  is  a duty  we  owe  to  your  ex- 
cellency, and  to  every  officer  and  soldier  marching 
towards  the  lakes,  to  give  this  testimony  of  our  de- 
testation of  the  slanders  circulating,  and  offer  this 
pledge  of  our  fullest  confidence  in  your  attachment 
to  the  general  government,  and  our  prayers  for  j our 
prosperity  in  arms. 

The  situation  in  which  we  have  been  placed  about 
your  person, has  given  us  every  opportunity  your  ene- 
mies could  ask  to  examine  every  part  of  your  con- 
duct. You  have  met  the  reinforcement  designed  for 
the  army  under  general  Hull,  hurried  fiom  their 
homes  w ithout  pay,  without  clothing,  and  destitute 
of  every  article  of  camp  equipment ; before  these 
troops  could  be  supplied,  and  while  they  lay  exposed 
to  the  weather  in  the  open  fields,  the  surrender  at 
Detroit,  drove  back  upon  us,  the  scattered  remains  of 
that  army,  with  numberless  inhabitants  from  that 
ill  fated  country,  flying  to  your  excellency  for  re- 
lief. Our  frontiers,  a distance  of  200  miles,  was 
opened  at  one  moment  to  all  the  miseries  resulting 
from  a savage  warfare  ; its  inhabitants,  either  aban- 
doning their  homes  or  begging  your  excellency  to 
relieve  and  protect  them.  The  Indian  tribes  which 
had  been  invited  by  his  excellency  the  president  of 
the  U.  S,  to  the  council,  and  promised  safety  and  pro- 
tection, were  at.  this  moment  within  our  settlements 
—to  restrain  the  inhabitants  from  violence  to  their 
persons  and  retain  their  friendship,  required  all  your 
exertions,  both  as  chief  magistrate  and  commission- 
er ; we  have  seen  your  excellency,  at  one  moment 
surrounded  with  those  difficulties  and  misfortunes, 
devoting  every  moment  of  your  time  to  a faitlmfcl 
discharge  of  the  duties  thus  pressing  upon  you,  with 
a single  eye  to  the  public  good. 

Your  frontier  is  now  protected  ; its  inhabitants 
are  peaceably  cultivating  their  fields.  Your  soldiers 
are  receiving  every  requisite  for  the  field,  wanting 
anxiously  to  be  marched  on  to  the  shores  of  the  lake 
— where  they  may  wipe  off  the  foul  stain  from  the 
honor  of  our  state  troops  who  were  basely  compelled 
to  surrender,  tho*  not  subdued.  It  is  by  your  exer- 
tions, sir,  we  owe  every  article  of  camp  equipage  we 
have  received,  and  the  pay  this  day  advanced  the 
soldiers  ; it  is  your  authority  that  has  restrained  vi- 
olence from  the  persons  of  the  Indian  tribes  which 
claim  our  protection,  and  has  saved  our  frontiers 
from  savage  enemies  avenging  a breach  of  hospi- 
tality. 

The  time  will  come,  sir,  when  your  enemies  will 
be  sensible  of  these  facts.  The  people  may  err  by 
misrepresentation  and  falsehood,  but  not  by  de- 
sign. He,  sir,  who  discharges  his  duty  wdth  fidelity 
and  an  approvingconscience, feels  a consolation  above 
all  others,  not  to  be  shaken. 

[The  above  was  signed  by  41  officers. 3 

GOVERNOR’S  REPLY. 

Urban  a,  Sept.  26,  1812- 

To  the  officers  of  the  troops  of  Ohio  in  the  U.  States’ 
service,  encamped  near  Urbana. 

Gentlemen— I received  your  address  of  the  24th 
inst.  w ith  mingled  emotions  of  pride  and  pleasure 
Overwhelmed  with  business,  civil,  military,  and  In- 
dian, its  reception  was  the  more  grateful,  as  it  at- 
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forded  a consolation,  and  contained  a refutation  of 
circulating  falsehoods. 

No  sooner  was  the  capitulation  of  Gen.  Hull’s  ar- 
my known,  than  slander,  with  her  thousand  tongues, 
assailed  me.  All  that  envenomed  malice  could  in- 
vent, or  ignorant  credulity  imagine,  was  propogated 
with  a violent  rapidity — characterized  by  the  dark- 
est malignity. 

These  falsehoods  produced  an  uncommon  excite  - 
nio nt  in  the  publ ic  mind . 

That  degree  of  jealousy  which  creates  watchful- 
ness, is  useful  in  a republican  government.  But  at- 
tempts to  destroy  all  confidence  in  public  officers 
can  cminate  only  from  toriesor  the  secret  machina- 
tions of  British  spies. 

When  the  disastrous  intelligence  reached  here 
from  Detroit,  I was  struck  with  a profound  astonish- 
ment and  an  equal  indignation. 

The  first  army  of  Ohio  I had  formed  with  much 
exertion  and  incessant  labor.  It  was  composed  of 
my  friends — they  were  dear  to  me — I felt  towards 
them  as  brothers  and  children — I was  even  proud  of 
them. 

Feeling  a deepdnterest  in  every  event  which  could 
concern  them — 1 parted  from  them  with  reluctance, 
and  had  it  not  been  inconsistent  with  my  official  du- 
ties, I would  cheerfully  accompanied  them  and  shar- 
ed their  ultimate  fate,  whatever  it  might  have  been. 
Mv  heart  is  the  same  towards  you  and  the  troops. 
While  renewing  my  exertions  to  raise  another  army — 
to  be  denounced  as  a traitor — to  be  associated  with 
ignominy,  and  to  be  coupled  with  cowardice,  where 
circumstances  which  required  some  patience  to  en- 
dure. 

But  our  army  is  forming  and  will  soon  he  respecta- 
ble, when  the  whole  collect. 

Those  who  have  been  detached  for  the  relief  of 
Fort  Wayne,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Indian  towns, 
have  done  honor  to  themselves — and  so  1 have  no 
doubt  would  any  portion  of  the  army  have  done. 

You  gentlemen  have  had  an  opportunity  of person- 
ally and  daily  noticing  my  transactions,  in  relation 
to  yourselves  and  the  army — and  are  pleased  to  yield 
your  approbation,  which  I highly  esteem  as  coming 
from  honorable  men,  who  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  forming  correct  opinions. 

Shielded  by  my  own  conscience,  and  fortified  by 
your  esteem,  I progress  to  your  organization  and 
equipments  ; and  hope  that  this  army  will  contribute 
its  full  share  in  regaining  all  that  has  been  lost. 

That  health,  victory  and  honor  may  await  you, 
and  the  troops  under  your  respective  commands,  is 
my  fervent  wlsi . 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

RespecUully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  J.  MEIGS. 

PATENTS. 

{The  importance  of  the  information  conveyed  in  the 

following,  though  it  immediately  interests  but  a 

small  portion  of  the  community,  has  induced  us  to 

insert  it — at  the  request  of  several  artists.] 

Patent-  Office,  March  5,  1 8 11 . 

Having  the  honor  of  superintending  the  important 
duties  of  issuing  patents  for  arts  and  inventions, 
which  formerly  were  thought  worthy  of  the  labors  of 
a council  composed  of  the  secretary  of  Avar,  and  the 
attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  I have  thought 


Viewing-  with  astonishment  the  ihventions  of  my 
countrymen,  I cannot  contemplate  them  without 
being  impressed  with  the  idea  that  no  nation  on  earth 
surpasses  them  in  genius.  Even  the  unfettered  in- 
habitants of  the  forest  have  perfected  inventions 
that  would  haA'e  done  honor  to  Archimedes  ; and  I 
reproach  myself  for  not  having  published  long  ago 
a few  directions  bow  to  proceed  in  securing  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  efforts  of  their  talents.  This  infor- 
mation would  have  been  given,  but  I anxiously  wait- 
ed the  proposed  revision  of  the  patent  law,  Avhicli 
has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  honorable 
the  congress  for  seven  years  ; and  if  1 delay  tins 
short  sketch  any  longer  I fear  it  may  be  said — 

He  who  defers  his  work  from  day  to  day, 

Do  s on  a river’s  bank  expecting  stay 

’Till  the  whole  stream  which  stops  niia  should  begone; 

But,  as  it  runs,  forever  ’twill  run  on. 

Before  an  application  be  made  for  a patent  I tvould 
advise  the  inventor  to  examine  v ell  the  Dictionaries 
of  the  arts  and  Sciences,  the  repertory  of  the  arts 
and  other  publications  that  treat  of  the  mechanic 
arts  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  if  tiie  invention  be  new  ; 
also  to  make  enquiry  of  the  scientific  characters 
whether  or  not  the  invention  or  discovery  by  practi- 
cable. These  previous  inquiries  will  sometimes  pre- 
vent great  trouble,  and  save  the  expense  of  much 
time,  labor  and  money  ; for  a patent  does  not  confer 
rights,  where  just  claims  do  not  exist  ; and  as  there 
is  at  present  no  discretionary  power  to  refuse  a pa- 
tent, even  where  no  just  claim  exists,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  caution  the  purchaser  of  patent  rights  against 
the  supposition  that  the  invention  patented  is  always 
valuable,  or  new,  or  that  it  interferes  with  no  previ- 
ous patent.  The  respectable  names  of  the  president, 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  attorney -general  are  re- 
quisite to  give  validity  to  a patent.  ; but  never  to  be 
considered  in  any  degree  as  an  evidence  of  the  origi- 
nality or  utility  of  the  invention.  The  issuing  of 
patents  is  gTounded  not  only  on  a desire  to  promote 
the  progress  of  useful  arts,  but  also  to  prevent  .the 
loss  of  valuable  secrets  ; for  many  have  been  buried 
with  the  inventors  previous  to  the  organization  of 
this  system  of  protection  for  tiie  property  of  talent, 
mind  and  genius.  Formerly  the  arcana  of  any  pro- 
fession were  withheld  from  the' Tyro  ; his  initiation 
was  gradual  and  secret  and  the  caution  with  which 
inventors  worked,  to  prevent  the  infringement  of 
unprotected  rights,  confined  many  important  inven- 
tions to  limits  too  narrow  to  materially  benefit  either 
the  inventors  or  the  world  ; at  present  the  law  grants 
a monopoly  to  the  inventor,  for  a limited  time,  pro- 
vided the  art,  invention,  discovery.or  machine,  be  du- 
ly explained,  deposited  and  recorded,  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind,  as  soon  as  tire  time  limited  has  expired  ; 
and  the  patent  is  not  only  an  evidence  that  the  inven- 
tor has  formally  confided  his  secret  to  the  public,  but 
also  a declaration  of  the  protection  of  the  right 
from  infringement ; nevertheless  of  the  infringement 
of  the  right,  by  others,  a jury  of  the  country  is  only 
competent  to  decide. 

The  general  law  concerning  tiro  .issuing  of  patents 
Avill  i e found  in  the  2d  vol.  of  J,he  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  page  200.  This  law  provides  for  citizens 
only  ; but  a subsequent  law  (vol.  5ths  page  88,)  pro- 
vides also  for  applicants  who,  have  resided  two  yeai  s 
or  upwards  in  the  United  States,  and  who  are  not 
citizens. 

In  applying  for  a patent  it  is  necessary  to  attend, to 


it  a duty  to  my  fellow  citizens  to  publish  a few  lines  |evei7  leg'a^  form,  for  in  consequence  or  inattention 
of  information  to  facilitate  the  mode  of  acquiring !t0  * forms  only,  some  of  the  patents  issued  formerly 
patents,  by  which  many  will  be  enabled  to  dispense  have,  in  the  courts  of  law,  been  declared  to  be  null 
with  long  journies  to  “the  seat  of  government,  or  jand  voi(i- 
with  troubling  their  friends  with  a tedious  corres- i 

ponder.ee.  \ * Oliver  Evan’s  among  the  number; 
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Jifode  of  application. 

*“  Every  inventor,  before  he  presents  his  petition 
to  the  secretary  of  state  signifying  his  desire  of  ob- 
taining a pal  ent,  shall,  pay  into  the  treasury  of  thej 
■United  States  thirty  dollars,  t for  which  he  will  be  j 
furnished  with  duplicate  receipts,  one  of  which  he 
shall  deliver  to  the  secretary  of  state  when  he  pre- 
sents his  petition  ; and  the  money  thus  paid  shall  be 
in  full  for  the  sundry  services  to  be  performed  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  consequent  to  such 
petition.  This  petition  must  be  addressed  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  and  maybe  in  the  following1  or  in  a 
similar  style  : 

'I-'o  the  hon.  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  state  of  the 
United  States  : 

The  petition  of  A.  B.  of in  the  county  of 

— ■ — and  state  of respectfully  repre- 

sents : 

That  your  petitioner  has  invented  a new  and  useful 
mprovement  [f£  f or  art , machine , manufacture,  or 
composition  of  matter,  or  any  new  and  useful  improve - 
m mt  in  aaiy  art,  machine , manufacture , or  composition 

of  matter ] in not  known  or  used  before  his 

application  /”  the  advantages  of  which  he  is  desirous  of 
securing  to  himself  and  his  legal  representatives  ; he 
therefore  prays  that  letters  patent  of  the  United  States 
m ay  be  issued,  granting  unto  your  petitioner,  his  heirs, 
administrators  or  assigns,  the  full  and  exclusive  right 
of  making , constructing , using,  and  vending  to  others 
to  be  used,  his  said  improvement,  [art,  invention,  5 ma- 
chine, manufacture,  or  composition  of  matter , £s?c.] 
agreeably  to  the  acts  of  congress  in  such  case  made 
and  provided  ; your  petitioner  having  paid  thirty  dol- 
lars into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States , and  com- 
plied with  the  other  provisions  of  the  said  acts.  A.  B. 

The  specif  cation  or  description  of  the  machine, 
art,  discovery,  or  invention,  must  be  given  in  clear 
and  specific  terms,  designating  it  from  all  other  in. 
ventions,  and  describing  the  whole  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  comprehend  not  only  the  form  and  con- 
struction, jf  a machine,  but  also  the  mode  of  using 
the  same  ; and  if  it  be  only  an  improvement  on  a 
certain  machine  already  invented  by  the  applicant  or 
any  other,  it  ought  to  be  so  mentioned  or  described ; 
and  as  this  specification,  description  or  schedule  en- 
ters into  and  forms  part  of  the  patent,  it  must  be 
without  any  references  to  a model  or  drawing,  and 
must  be  signed  by  the  applicant  or  applicants,  bo- 
fore  two  witnesses.  It  is  material  that  this  be  in 
good  language,  and  correctly  written,  as  it  is  tran- 
scribed into  the  patent,  and  the  original  papers  will 
be  deposited  in  an  office  that  will  hand  them  down 
to  posterity,  by  which  the  honor  of  the  country  is 
concerned  in  this  attention.  The  modest  inventor 
will  no  doubt  exclude  those  panegyrics  on  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  invention  or  discovery,  which  abound 
sometimes  in  the  productions  of  the  inferior  genius, 
but  which  ought  not  to  enter  into  the  patent. 

The  following,  or  a similar  oath  or  affirmation, 
taken  [before  a judge  of  any  of  the  courts,  or  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace,' any  person  qualified  to  adminis- 
ter an  oath]  by  the  Applicant  or  applicants,  must  be 
subjoined  to  the  specification,  if  citizens  of  the  U. 
Btat.es, 

FORM, 

County  of . — 

State  of  S'55’ 

On  tills  r~  of , 181-r-r,  before  the  subscriber  a 

justice  of  the  pea-  e,  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid, 

-*  See  law's  of  the  U.  S.  vol.  2d,  chap.  XI,  §11 

p,  205.  , 

t Notes  of  any  of  the  banks  of  the  U,  States. 

l ?t  of  the  above,  page  200. 


personally  appeared  the  above  named  A.  B.  and  made 
solemn  oath  [or  affirmation]  according  to  law,  that 
he  verilv  believes  himself  to  be  the  true  and  original 
inventor  or  d.scove.'e  of  the  art  [machine,  invent:*  n 
or  improvement,  composition  of  matter,  &c..]  above 

specified  and  described,  for (mention  here 

the  object  or  intention) and  that  he  is  a citizen 

of  the  United  States. 

, J.  P. 

If  not  a citizen  (or  citizens)  the  following  addition 
must  be  made  to  the  declaration,  that  lie  verily  be- 
lieves himself  to  be  the  true  and  original  inventor  or 
discoverer  of  the  art,  & c. 

“ * And  that  the  same  hath  not,  to  the  best  of  his  or 

her  knowledge  or  belief,  been  known  or  used  either  in 
. . ..  . ’ 

this  or  any  foreign  country. — 

Also,  that  he  (or  she)  hath  resided  in  the  United 
States  two  years  and  upw'ards. 

,T.  P. 

The  specification  must  be  accompanied  bv  a good 
drawing,  in  perspective,  of  the  whole  machine  or 
apparatus,  “ f where  the  nature  of  the  case  admits 
of  drawings  : or  with  specimens  of  the  ingredients, 
and  of  the  composition  of  matter,  sufficient  in  quan- 
tity for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  where  the  inven- 
tion is  of  a composition  of  matter.”  “ And  such  in- 
ventor shall,  moreover,  deliver  a model  of  his  ma- 
chine, provided  the  secretary  shall  deem  such  model 
to  be  necessary.”  It  is  requisite,  in  giving  a draw- 
ing of  the  machine,  to  give  also  sectional  drawings 
of  the  interior,  when  the  machine  is  complex  : and 
very  drawing  should  be  accompanied  with  explana- 
tory references.  When  a machine  is  complex,  a 
model  will  likewise  be  necessary,  not  only  to  explain 
and  render  it  comprehensible  to  a common  capacity, 
but  also  to  prevent  infringements  of  rights  ; for 
many  will  plead  ignorance  of  drawings,  who  cannot 
avoid  the  conviction  of  wheels  and  pinions. 

The  drawings  ought  not  to  exceed  a quarto  size, 
and  if  confined  to  octavo  they  would  be  still  better, 
where  it  can  be  done  conveniently  and  distinctly. 

Many  of  the  drawings  in  this  office  are  executed 
in  a very  handsome  style,  and  do  much  credit  to  the 
talents  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  ascertain- 
ed. If  the  artists  would  always  sign  them,  informa- 
tion might  be  given  to  the  applicants  for  patents 
where  to  apply  for  drawings. 

Among  the  best  I have  received  I notice  the  names 
of  Messrs.  James  Aikin,  Philadelphia  ; John  Bernard, 
Utica,  Oneida  county,  (N.  Y.)_;  Jacob  Cist,  P.  M, 
Wilkesbarre,  (Penn.)  ; Francis  Guy,  Baltimore  ; 
George  Hadfield,  Washington  city ; Philip  Hooker, 
Albany,  (N.  Y.)  ; Nicholas  King,  Washington  city  ; 

IPeckham,  Roxbury,  (Mass.);  John  R.  Pen. 

niman,  Boston  ; Abner  Reed,  Connecticut  ; Archi- 
bald Robertson,  No.  78,  Liberty  street.  New -York  ; 
John  F.  Somerbv,  Catskill,  (N.  Y.) ; Steward, 

Hartford,  (Conn')  ; John  Stickney,  Baltimore  ; - 

Stiles,  Worcester,  (Mass.)  ; William  Stickfand,  Phi- 
ladelphia; James  Watson,  Utica,  Oneida  county, 
(N.  Y.)  ; John  Watts,  do. 

Many  being  without  the  names  of  the  artists,  I can- 
not do  all  the  justice  I wish. 

The  papers  must  all  he  sent  under  cover  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  which  of  course  renders  them 
free  of  postage  ; but  if  models  be  sent,  their  freight 
or  carriage  hither  must  be  paid  ; and  before  packing 
diem  the  name  or  names  of  the  inventor  or  inc  inven- 
tors should  be  written  thereon,  with  the  name  of  the 
machine  and  the  date  ; for  sometimes  on  receiving 
them  it  is  difficult  to  know  to  who  they  appertain. 


* Laws  of  the  U.  S,  vol.  v.  ch.  xxv,  p.  89. 
i Ibid.  vol.  ii.  eh.  xi.p.  202- 
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The  congress,  being  impressed  with  a high  sense 
of  the  value  of  the  inventions  of  our  citizens,  have 
purchased  an  elegant  and  extensive  building,  where- 
in preparations  are  now  making  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  a very  numerous  collection  of  the  machines 
illustrative  of  the  ingenuity  displayed  ; and  this 
museum  of  the  arts,  it  is  presumed,  will  stimulate 
the  ingenious  to  send  the  models  of  their  machines 
And  inventions  in  a style  that  will  rather  honor  than 
discredit  our  country. 

Capv-rights  of  books,  prints,  charts,  maps,  &c. 
are  secured  “ by  * depositing,  before  publication,  a 
printed  copy  of  the  title  of  such  map,  chart,  book 
or  books,  in  the  clerk’s  office  of  the  district  court, 
where  the  author  or  proprietor  shall  reside,  who  will 
record  the  same  ; and  the  author  or  proprietor  shall, 
within  two  months  from  the  date  of  the  record, 
cause  a copy  of  said  record  to  be  published  in  one 
or  more  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  United 
States,  for  the  space  of  four  woeks.j'  And  within 
six  months  after  publishing  the  map,  chart,  book  or 
books,  the  author  or  proprietor  shall  deliver,  or  cause 
to  be  delivered  to  the  secretary  of  state,  a copy  of 
the  same  ; and  when  deposited  and  entered  in  the 
patent  office  a certificate  will  be  returned  of  its  being 
received.”  t This  will  secure  the  sole  right  of  pub- 
lication for  fourteen  years  to  the  author  or  proprie- 
tor, if  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  resident 
therein.  “ And  if  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term 
the  author  or  authors,  or  proprietors,  or  any  of  them 
be  living,  and  a citizen  or  citizens  of  these  United 
States,  or  residents  therein,  the  same  exclusive  right 
shall  be  continued  to  him  or  them,  his  or  their  exe- 
cutors, administrators  or  assigns  for  the  further  term 
of  fourteen  years  : Provided  he  or  they  shall  cause 
the  title  thereof  to  be  a second  time  recorded  and 
published  in  the  above  manner,  within  six  months 
before  the  expiration  of  the  first  term  of  fourteen 
years  aforesaid.” 

WILLIAM  THORNTON. 


i the  public  and  practical  proofs  of  protection  which 
I we  have  all  of  us,  in  a greater  or  less  degree,  deriv- 
ed from  your  presence  and  exertions. 

On  vour  arrival  here,  the  prejudices  of  the  Danish 
people,  and  particularly  of  the  tribunals  charged 
with  the  decision  of  prize  causes,  had  been  taught 
to  assimilate  our  persons  and  our  property  with  those 
of  their  enemies ; and  there  is  no  doubt  that  all  tlu: 
cases  then  pending,  were  destined  to  be  sacrificed  to 
this  undistinguished  prejudice.  From  your  first  ap- 
pearance among  us,  by  the  frank  and  manly  manner 
in  which  you  placed  yourself  at  the  head  of  our  shep- 
herdless flock,  you  gave  us  a name,  and  by  the  spi- 
rit of  your  early  communications,  which  have  since 
been  made  public  by  our  government,  you  defined 
and  asserted  our  rights  and  ensured  to  us  that  sub- 
sequent  protection  which  was  due  to  the  fairness  of 
our  views,  and  the  neutrality  of  our  commerce. — Al- 
though the  objects  of  your  mission  was  specially  li- 
rnitted  to  reclamation  in  matters  of  prize,  we  have 
have  found  you  ready  to  extend  your  friendly  and 
zealous  efforts  to  the  protection  of  American  inter 
ests  in  every  form  and  on  every  occasion. 

To  this  general  expression  of  our  sentiments,  we 
can  only  add  our  most  sincere  wishes  for  your  per 
sonal  welfare  and  happiness,  and  assurances  of  the 
high  respect  with  which, 

Wc  have  the  honor  to  he,  your  excellency’s  grate- 
ful fellow-citizens,  and  obedient  servants, 

Nathaniel  Jackson , Joseph  Brown, 

H.  Hathaway , Thomas  Ijaing , 

Jiichard  J.aw,  Anthony  Moffat, 

William  F.  F us  sell,  Henry  Peters, 
Samuel  Somis , William  Law , 

Amos  Dennis , John  Connell , 

JR.  J.  Cleveland,  Peleg  Congdov, 
William  Williams , Adam  Champion, 
John  Eveleth. 

Copenhagen,  12th  May,  1812. 


Late  Mission  to  Denmark. 

To  his  excellency  G.  W.  Etiyixo,  Esq.  special  min- 
ister of  the  United  States  of  America,  near  H.  M. 
the  king  of  Denmark. 

SIR, — We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  now  in  Copenhagen,  have  learned  with  sin- 
cere regret,  that  it  is  your  excellency’s  intention, 
pursuant  to  instructions  from  our  government, short- 
ly to  quit  this  city.  ' 

The  successful  termination  of  your  arduous  mis- 
sion is,  of  itself,  the  best  reward  of  that  zeal,  indus- 
try, and  perseverance  by  which  it  has  been  attained 
— we  do  not,  therefore,  flatter  ourselves  that  our 
testimony  to  your  indefatigable  efforts  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  interests,  is  in  any  degree  wanting  to 
the  complete  gratification  of,  your  personal  feel- 
ings ; as  little  do  we  presume  to  think  that  such  tes- 
timony can  tend  to  brighten  the  lustre  of  your  ser- 
vices in  the  eyes  of  our  government  and  country  ; — 
but  we  consider  all  generous  feelings  highly  honor- 
able to  those  who  possess  them,  and,  in  this  view, we 
owe  to  ourselves  some  expressions  of  our  gratitude 
to  you.  We  do  not  assume  to  give  any  opinion  on 
the  labor  and  ability  with  which  you  have  discussed 
many  points  of  controversy,  which  from  their  nature 
cannot  be  made  public  : we  only  mean  to  speak  of 

* See  an  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  uc- 
—Laws  of  theU.  S.  vol.  1.  ck.  1.7.  §3.  p.  121. 
t Ibid.  Sec.  4.  p.  122. 

A Ibid  Sec.  1.  p.  118,119. 


ANSWER. 

Copenhagen,  May  17,  1812. 

Gextltcmt.x — Next  to  the  satisfaction  which  1 dc 
rive  from  the  conscientious  conviction  of  having,  to 
the  full  extent  of  my  faculties,  discharged  the  im- 
portant duties  with  which  I have  had  the  honor  to  be 
entrusted  by  our  government,  is  that  which  is  afford- 
ed by  the  approbation  of  honorable  and  liberal  men, 
whose  interests  have  been  confided  to  my  care,  and 
whose  situations  have  best  qualified  them  to  judge 
of  my  conduct. 

I have  received,  therefore,  with  peculiar  gratifica- 
tion, the  testimony  of  my  public  services,  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  offer. 

An  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  a govern^ 
ment  anxious  to  defend  the  rights  and  properties  of 
its  constituents,  from  the  time  of  my  first  arrival  in 
Copenhagen  I have  pursued  the  course  which  it  has 
appeared  to  me  best  comported  with  the  intentions 
of  that  government,  and  which  might  most  effectu- 
ally extend  the  mantle  of  its  protection,  the  sanc- 
tion of  its  name  and  authority,  so  as  to  embrace  all 
the  fair  interests  of  American  citizens. 

The  success  which  has  attended  my  efforts,  and 
tlie  liberal  sense  which  you  have  expressed  of  them, 
will  be  amongst  the  most  grateful  recollections  oi 
my  future  life.  I take  leave  of  you,  gentlemen,  un- 
der impressions  of  respect  a id  esteem,  strengthened 
by  your  candid  and  manly  procedure,  and  beg  leave 
to  offer  to  each  of  you  my  sincerest  wishes  for  your 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  friend, 

And  fellow-citizen, 

(Signed)  G.  W.  FRYING. 
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British  Proclamation. 

From  the  I'arbadoes  Mercury. 

Bridge  town,  Aug.  22. — On  receiving  intelligence 
of  the  declaration  ox  war  on  the  part  of  America 
against  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  his  ex- 
cellency major-general  Carmichael  issued  the  follow- 
ing general  orders  to  the  militia  of  the  colony  of 
Demarara : — 

“ MILITIA  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

“Major-general  Carmichael,  acting  governor,  thinks 
it  proper  to  repeat  in  militia  orders  the  sentiments  lie 
personally  expressed  upon  the  parade,  when  commu- 
nicating the  information  he  had.  received  of  a decla- 
ration cf  war  by  the  States  of  America  against  Great 


along  the  western  coasts,  should  he  find  it  necessary 
to  give  any  orders  to  the  above  posts,  they  will  he 
attended  to.  Two  privates  of  the  cavalry  will  ha 
attached  to  that  post,  the  commanding  officer  of 
which’will  have  separate  instructions  for  his  conduct. 
— By  command, 

“ [.  R.  Bryant,  .Moj.  Br’g.  D Jl 
“ King's  Ifrmse,  George-Town, 

Demarara , July  31,  1812.”  5 


0f 

OFFICIAL  ARTICLES. 


Britain. 

“ The  major-general  has  taken  the  earliest  oppor 
tunity  of  assembling  the  militia,  to  communicate  in-  j 
telligence  of  importance  received  by  him  in  dispatch- 
es, which  is  the  declaration  of  war  made  by  the  states 
of  America  against  their  parent  country  ; — at  a pe- 
riod of  unparalleled  effort  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, when  she  is  exerting  herself  in  every  part  of 
the  world  to  protect  that  liberty  which  alone  is  real 
-where  the  peer  and  the  peasant  are  alike  protected 


by  its  influence — where  the  religion  and  liberty  ofldividuals  ; establishing  facts  actually  connected  with 


Copies  of  letters  from  major-general  VanRensellaer 
of  the  New-York  militia,  to  major-general  Hknrt 
Dear  rorn,  transmitted  by  the  latter  to  the  depart- 
ment of  war. 

“head  ^.carters,  Lewstowh,  Oct.  14,  1812. 
SIR — As  the  movements  of  this  army  under  ray 
command,  since  I had  last  the  honor  to  address  you 
on  the  8th  inst.  have  been  of  a very  important  cha- 
racter, producing  consequences  serious  to  many  in- 


every  individual  are  guaranteed  and  held  sacred 
there  is  that  pure  liberty  which  the  British  alone 
can  boast  as  their  birthright  and  privilege. 

“ The  major-general  is  aware  that  he  is  now  ad- 
dressing a variety  of  individuals,  whost  friends,  re- 
lations, and  dearest  interests  may  be  connected  with 
the  States  of  America,  or  who  may  not  be  British 
born  subjects  ; to  those  he  wishes  particularly  to  ad- 
dress himself.  However  numerous  the  foes  Biitain 
has  to  contend  with — however  great  the  exertions 
and  sacrifices  she  must  make  in  opposing  the  tyrant 
of  Europe,  she  does  not  wish  a man  to  use  a weapon 
in  her  cause  who  does  not  use  it  with  a true  British 
feeling,  and  from  the  heart. 

“ We  are  now  called  upon  to  draw  the  sword,  not 
for  the  amusements  of  children  or  mere  parade,  but 
with  justice  ; it  therefore  must  not  be  sheathed  with- 
out honor, 

“ Those  who  may  not  be  impelled  by  a patriotic 
ardour  and  glory  of  their  native  country,  will  call  to 
their  recollection  the  desirable  object  for  which  they 
have  to  contend — their  homes,  families  and  property, 
a grateful  remembrance  of  that  sovereign  and  govern- 
ment protecting- those  blessings  they  may  be  sudden- 
ly called  upon  to  defend.  v 

All  persons  who  may  be  so  situated  with  regard 


I the  interest  of  the  service  and  the  safety  of  the  army 
and  as  I.  stand  prominently  responsible  for  some  of 
these  consequences,  I beg  leave  to  explain  to  y6u, 
sir,  and  through  you,  to  my  country,  the  situation 
and  circumstances  in  which  I have  had  to  act,  and 
the  reasons  and  motives  which  governed  me  : and 
if  the  result  is  not  all  that  might  have  been  wished, 
it  is  such  that  when  the  whole  ground  shall  be  view- 
ed, 1 shall  cheerfully  submit  myself  to  the  judgment 
of  my  country. 

In  my  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  I apprised  you  that  a 
crisis  in  this  campaign  was  rapidly  advancing  ; and 
that,  (to  repeat  the  same  words)  “ the  blow  must  be 
soon  stnick,  or  all  the  toil  and  expence  of  the  campaign 
go  for  nothing , for  the  whole  will  be  tinged  with  dis- 
honor.” 

Under  such  impressions,  I had  on  the  5th  instant, 
written  to  brig-ad ier-generai  Smyth,  of  the  U.  States* 
forces,  requesting  an  interview  with  him,  major- 
general  llail,  and  the  commandants  of  the  U.  States* 
regiments,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon  the 
subject  of  future  operations.  I wrote  nmjor-gen. 
Hail  to  the  same  purport.  On  the  11th,  I had  receiv- 
ed no  answer  from  general  Smyth  but  in  a note 
to  me  of  the  10th,gen.Hull  mentioned  that  gen. Smyth 
had  not  yet  then  agreed  upon  any  day  for  the  con- 


to  the  United  States  of  America,  the  major-general  | sultation. 
hereby  informs  may  have  audience  of  him  during | In  the  mean  time,  the  partial  success  of  lieutenant 
the  whole  of  the  present  week,  from  6 o’clock  to  10  j Elliott,  at  Black  Rock  (of  which,  however,  I have 
in  the  forenoon,  when  they  may  tender,  their  objec-j received  no  official  information,)  began  to  excite  a 
tions,  which  will  be  received  without  offence  to  their 'strong  disposition  in  the  troops  to  act.  This  was 
fame,  or  reference  to  personal  feelings  or  opinions  ;!  expressed  to  me  through  various  channels,  in  the 
and  engages  on  his  part  that  they  shall  be  so  dispos-j  shape  of  an  alternative  ; that  they  must  have  orders 
ed  of  to  protect  the  property  of  themselves  and  'to  act — or,  at  all  hazards,  they  would  go  home.  Ifor- 
f -tends  in  this  colony  without  being  committed  in  I bear,  here,  commenting  upon  the  obvious  consequen- 
open  conflict  with  those  they  may  have  a reluctance  tees,  to  me,  personally,  of  longer  withholding-  my  or- 


ders under  such  circumstances. 
J had  a conference  with 


to  meet- 

“The  major-general  therefore  has  every  confidence,! 
that  the  sentiment  will  be  unanimous  for  the  gener- ; bility  of  getting  some  person  to  pass  over  to  Canada, 
al  protection  and  peace  of  this  valuable,  and,  it  is  j and  obtain  correct  information.  On  the  morning  of 


-,  as  to  the  possi- 


hoped,  happy  colony. 

In  consequence  of  the 


! the  4ti),  he  wrote  to  me  thafTie  had  procured  the 
ibove  intelligence,  Jieut.sman,  who  bore  his  letter  to  go  over.  Instructions 


col.  Otto,  commanding  first  battalion  of  Demarara!  were  given  him  ; he  passed  over — obtained  such  in- 
militia,  will  order  a subaltern  and  twenty  privates '.formation  as  warranted  an  immediate  attack.  This 
with  non-commissioned  officers  in  proportion,  to  be  j was  confidentially  communicated  to  several  of  my 
in  readiness  to  march  for  Ruymzig  barracks,  there  first  officers,  and  produced  great  zeal  to  act  ; move 
— -j  — *:i  ‘-.i — ' 11  xs  it  might  have  a controlling  effect  upon 


to  be  stationed  until  further  orders. 

“ Lieut,  colonel  Smith  quarter-master  general,  be- 
ing charged  with  the  establishment  of  signal  posts 


especially 

the  movements  at  Detroit,  where  it  was  supposed 
that  gener  .J  Brock  had  gone  with  all  the  force  lie 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


139 


tlared  to  spare  from  the  Niagara  frontier.  The  best  | 
preparations  in  my  power,  were  therefore,  made  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  heights  of  Queenstown, 
and  possess  ourselves  of  the  village, where  the  troops 
might  be  sheltered  from  the  distressing  inclemency 
of  the  weather. 

Lieut,  col.  Fenwick’s  flying  artillery,  and  a detach- 
ment of  regular  troops,  under  his  command,  were  or- 
dered to  be  up  in  season  from  fort  Niagara.  Orders 
were  also  sent  gen.  Smyth,  to  send  down  from  Buff'a- 
loe,  such  detachment  of  his  brigade  as  existing  cir- 
cumstances in  that  vicinity,  might  warrant.  The  at- 
tack was  to  have  been  made  at  3 o’clock,  on  the  mor- 
ning of  the  lltli,  by  crossing  over  in  boats  from  the 
Old  Ferry  opposite  the  heights.  To  avoid  any  em- 
barrassment in  crossing  the  river  (which  is  here  a 
sheet  of  violent  eddies)  experienced  boatmen  were 
procured  to  take  the  boats  from  the  landing  below 
to  the  place  of  embarkation.  Lieut.  Sim  was  consi- 
dered the  man  of  the  greatest  skill  for  this  service- 
lie  went  a-hcad,  and  in  the  extreme  dai-kness,  passed 
the  intended  place  far  up  the  river  ; and  there,  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner,  fastened  his  boat  to  the 
shore,  and  abandoned  the  detachment.  In  this  front 
boat  he  had  carried  nearly  every  oar,  which  was  pre- 
pared for  all  the  boats,  "in  this  agonizing  dilemma, 
stood  officers  and  men,  whose  ardor  had  not  been 
cooled  by  exposure  through  the  night  to  one  of  the 
most  tremendous  north-east  storms,  which  continu- 
ed, unabated,  for  twenty-eight  hours,  and  deluged 
the  whole  camp.  The  approach  of  day  light  extin- 
guished every  prospect  6t  success,  and  the  detach- 
ment returned  to  camp.  Col.  Van  Ransselaer  was  to 
have  commanded  the  detachment. 

After  this  result,  1 had  hoped  the  patience  of  the 
troops  would  have  continued  until  1 could  submit 
the  plan  suggested  in  my  letter  of  the  8th,  that  I 
might  act  under  and  in  conformity  to  the  opinion 
which  might  be  then  expressed.  But  my  hope  was 
idle  : the  previously  excited  ardor  seemed  to  have 
gained  new  heat  from  the  late  miscarriage — the 
brave  were  mortified  to  stop  short -of  their  object, 
and  the  timid  thought  laurels  half  won  by  the  at- 
tempt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  such  was  the  pres- 
sure upon  me  from  all  quarters,  that  I became  satis- 
fied that  my  refusal  to  act  might  involve  me  in  sus- 
picion and  "the  service  in  disgrace. 

Viewing  affairs  at  Buffaloe  as  yet  unsettled,  I had 
Immediately  countermanded  the  march  of  general 
.Smyth’s  brigade,  upon  the  failure  of  the  first  expe- 
dition ; but  having  now  determined  to  attack  Queens- 
town, I sent  new  orders  to  general  Smyth  to  march  ; 
not  with  the  view  of  his  aid  in  the  attack,  for  I con- 
sidered the  force  detached  sufficient,  but  to  support 
the  detachment  should  the  conflict  be  obstinate  and 
long  continued. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Christie,  who  had  just  arrived 
at  the  Four  Mile  Creek,  had  late  in  the  night  of  the 
first  contemplated  attack,  gallantly  offered  me  his 
own  and  his  men’s  services  ; but  he  got  my  permis- 
sion too  late,  lie  now  again  came  forward,  had  a 
conference  with  colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  and  beg’ged  | 
that  he  might  have  the  honor  of  a command  in  the 
expedition.  The  arrangement  was  made.  Colonel 
Van  Rensselaer  was  to  command  one  column  of  301) 
militia ; and  lieutenant-colonel  Christie  a column  of 
the  same  number  of  regular  troops. 

Every  precaution  was  now  adopted  as  to  boats,  and 
the  most  confidential  and  experienced  men  to  ma- 
nage them.  At  an  early  hour  in  the  night,  lieutenant  i 
colonel  Christie  marched  his  detachment,  by  the  rear 
road,  from  Niagara  to  camp.  At  7 in  the  evening 
lieutenant-colonel  Stranahun’s  regiment  moved  from 
Niagara  Falls — at  8 o’clock.  Mead’s — and  at  9,  lieu- 


tenant-colonel B Ian’s  regiment  marched  from  the 
same  place.  All  were  in  camp  in  good  season. — 
Agreeably  to  my  orders  issued  upon  this  occasion, 
the  two  columns  were  to  pass,  over  together ; us 
soon  as  the  heights  should  be  carried,  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Fenwick’s  flying  artillery  was  to  pass  over ; 
then  major  Mullanv’s  detachment  of  regulars  ; and 
the  other  troops  to  follow  in  order. 

At  dawn  of  day  the  boats  were  in  readiness,  and 
the  troops  commenced  embarking,  under  the  cot  er 
of  a commanding  battery  mounting  two  eighteen 
pounders  and  two  sixes.  The  movement  was  soon 
discovered,  and  a brisk  fire  of  musquetry  was  poured 
from  the  whole  line  of  the  Canada  shore.  Our  bat- 
tery then  opened  to  sweep  the  shore ; but  it  was, 
for  some  minutes,  too  dark  to  direct  much  fire  with 
safety.  A brisk  cannonade  was  now  opened  upon 
the  boats  from  three  diffesent  batteries — our  battery 
returned  the  fire,  and  occasionally  threw  grape  upon, 
the  shore,  and  was  itself  served  with  shells  from  a 
small  mortar  of  the  enemy’s.  Colonel  Scott,  of  the 
artillery,  by  hastening  his  march  from  Niagara  Falls 
in  the  night,  arrived  in  season  to  return  the  enemy’s 
fire  with  2 six  pounders. 

The  boats  were  somewhat  embarrassed  with  the 
eddies,  as  well  as  with  a shower  of  shot : but  colo- 
nel Van  Rensselear,  with  about  100  men,  soon  ef- 
fected his  landing  amidst  a tremenduous  fire  direct- 
ed upon  him  from  every  point ; but  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  who  witnessed  the  scene,  this  van  of  the 
column  advanced  slowly  against  the  fire.  It  was  a 
serious  misfortune  to  the  van  and  indeed  to  the  whole 
expedition,  that  in  a few  minutes  after  landing,  col. 
Van  Rensselear  received  four  wounds — a ball  passed 
through  his  right  thigh,  entering  just  below  the 
hip-bone — another  shot  passed  through  the  same 
thigh,  a little  below — the  third  through  the  calf  of 
Ids  left  leg — and  a fourth  cartused  his  heel.  This 
was  quite  a crisis  in  the  expedition.  Under  so  se- 
vere a Are  it  was  difficult  to  form  raw  troops.  By 
some  mismanagement  of  the  boat  men,  lieut.  col. 
Christie  did  not  arrive  until  some  time  after  this,  and 
was  wounded  in  the  hand  in  passing  the  river.  Col, 
Van  Rensselear  was  still  able  to  stand  ; and  with 
great  presence  of  mind  ordered  his  officers  to  pro- 
ceed with  rapidity  and  storm  the  fort.  This  service 
was  gallantly  performed,  and  the  enemy  driven  down 
the  hill  in  every  direction.  Soon  after  this  both  par- 
ties were  considerably  reinforced,  and  the  conflict, 
was  renewed  in  various  places — many  of  the  enemy 
took  shelter  behind  a stone  guard  house,  where  a 
piece  of  ordnance  was  now  briskly  served.  I order 
ed  the  fire  of  our  batter}'  directed  upon  the  guard 
house  ; and  it  was  so  effectually  done,  that  with 
8 or  10  shot  the  fire  was  silenced.  The  enemy  then 
retreated  behind  a large  stone-house  ; but  in  a short 
time  the  route  became  general,  and  the  enemy’s  fire 
wa5  silenced  except  from  a one  gun  battery,  so  far 
down  the  river  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  our  hea- 
vy ordnance  and  our  light  pieces  could  not  silence  it. 
A number  of  boats  now  passed  over  unannoyed  ex- 
cept from  the  one  unsilenced  gun.  For  some  time 
after  1 had  passed  over,  the  victory  appeared  com- 
plete : but  in  the  expectation  of  further  attacks,  I 
was  taking  measures  for  fortifv  ir.g  my  camp  imme- 
diately— the  direction  of  this  sen  ice  1 committed  to 
lieut.  Totten,  of  the  engineers.  But  very  soon  the 
enemy  were  reinforced  by  a detachment  of  several 
hundred  Indians  from  Chipawa — they  commenced 
a furious  attack  ; but  were  promptly  met  and  routed 
jby  the  rifle  and  bayonet.  By  this  time,  I perceived 
my  troops  were  embarking  very  slowly.  I passed  im- 
mediately over  to  accelerate  their  movements  ; but 
to  my  utter  astonishment,  I found  that  at  the  very 
moment  when  complete  victory  was  in  our  hands,  the 
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ardor  of  the  unengaged  troops  had  entirely  subsided,  refer  you  to  captain  Dox,  who  will  have  the  honor  to 
I rode  in  all  directions:  urged  the  men  by  every  consi-  'deliver  you  this  dispatch.  Captain  Dox  is  an  iiytel- 
deration  to  pass  over — but  in  vain.  Lieut,  col.  Bloom,  llgeht  officer,  and  much  reliance  may  be  placed  on 
who  had  been  wounded  in  action,  returned,  mounted  [his  information  and  judgment. 

his  horse  and  rode  through  the  camp;  as  did  also  I lam,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  ser 
Judge  Peck,  who  happened  to  be  here,  exhorting [vant, 

the  companies  to  proceed — but  all  in  vain.  ; [Signed]  STN.  VAN  RENSSELAER 


At  this  time  a large  reinforcement  from  Fort  George 
were  discovered  coming  up  the  river.  As  the  batte- 
ryon  the  hill  was  considered  an  important  check 
against  their  ascending  the  heights,  measures  were 
immediately  taken  to  send  them  a fresh  supply  of 
ammunition,  as  I had  learnt  there  were  left  only  20 
shot  for  the  18  pounders.  The  reinforcements,  how- 
ever, obliqued  to  the  right  from  the  road  and  formed 
a junction  with  the  Indians  in  the  rear  of  the  heights. 
Finding  to  my  infinite  mortification, that^io  reinforce- 
ment would  pass  over  ; seeing  that  another  severe 
conflict  muct  soon  commence  ; and  knowing  that  the 
brave  men  of  the  heights  were  quite  exhausted  and 
nearly  out  of  ammunition,  all  I could  do  was  to  send 
them  a fresh  supply  of  cartridges.  At  this  critical 
moment  I dispatched  a note  to  gen.  Wadsworth,  ac- 
quainting him  with  our  situation — leaving  the  course 
to  be  pursued  much  to  his  own  judgment — with  as- 
surance that  if  he  thought  best  to  retreat.,  I would 
endeavor  to  send  as  many  boats  as  I could  command, 
and  cover  his  retreat  by  every  fire  I couldsafeiy  make. 
But  the  boats  were  dispersed — many  of  the  boatmen 
had  fled,  panic  struck — and  but  few  got  off.  But 
my  note  could  but  little  more  than  have  reached  gen. 
W.  about  4 o’clock,  when  a most  severe  and  obsti- 
nate conflict  commenced  and  continued  about  half 
an  hour,  with  a tremendous  fire  of  cannon,  flying  ar- 
tillery and  musketry.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  re- 
possessing their  battery  ; and  gaining  advantage  on 
every  side,  the  brave  men  who  had  gained  the  victo- 
ry, exhausted  of  strength  and  ammunition,  arid  griev- 
ed at  the  unpardonable  neglect  of  their  fellow  sol- 
dier’s, gave  up  the  conflict. 

I can  only  add  that  the  victory-  was  really  won  ; 
but  lost  for  the  want  of  a small  reinforcement.  One 
third  part  of  the  idle  men  might  have  saved  all. 

I have  been  so  pressed  with  the  various  duties  of 
burying  the  dead,  providing  for  the  wounded,  col- 
lecting- the  public  property,  negociating  an  exchange 
of  prisoners,  and  all  the  concerns  consequent  of  such 
a battle,  that  1 have  not  been  able  to  forward  this 
dispatch  at  as  early  an  hour  as  I could  have  wished. 
I shall  soon  forward,  you  another  dispatch  in  which  1 
shall  endeavor  to  point  out  to  you  the  conduct  of 
some  most  gallant  and  deserving  officers.  But  I 
cannot  in  justice  close  this  without  expressing  the 
very  great  obligation  I am  under  to  brigadier-gene- 
ral Wadsworth,  colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  col.  Scott, 
lieutenant-colonels  Christie  and  Fenwick,  and  cap- 
tain Gibson.  Many  others  have  also  behaved  gallant- 
ly. As  I have  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  our 
troops  fled  to  the  woods,  with  the  hope  of  crossing 
the  river,  l have  not  been  able  to  learn  the  probable 
number  of  killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners.  The  slaugh- 
ter of  our  troops  must  have  be  m vei’y  considerable. 
And  the  enemy  have  suffered  severely. 

Gekeiiae  Brock  is  among  thyir  slain,  and  his  aid- 
de-camp  mortally  wounded. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  with  great  respect  and 
Consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

(S.gned)  " STN.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

MNpr -General. 

» Major-General  Dearborn.  1 

head  Q.UARTEHS,  Lewiston,  15th  Oct.  1812. 

Sir — For  any  further  particulars  respecting  the  ac- 
tion ; the  present  situation  and  movements  of  our 
troops  ; the  appearance  of  the  enemy’s  situation  ; 
and  oil?  future  prospects,  generally,  I beg  ieaye  to 


Major  gen.  Dearborn. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  QUEENSTOWN. 

In  addition  to  the  official  account  we  ai-e  induced 
to  add  some  interesting  particulars,  unnoticed  by- 
gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  but  apparently  worthy  of  en- 
tire confidence,  being  abstracted  from  a great  mass 
of  corroborative  matter,  furnished  by  different  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  affair. 

The  whole  number  of  troops  that  crossed  were  less 
than  1000.*  Capt.  Ogilvie,  of  the  regulars,  who  was 
taken  prisoner/}) as  arrived  at  New -York,  on  parole. 
He  left  Queenstown  on  the  19th  iost.  He  says, 
“that  about  60  were  killed,  160  wounded  and  700 
made  prisoners — 920 ; which  was  the  whole  that 
went  over  to  fight  the  British,  and  would  have  suc- 
ceeded if  they  had  been  reinforced.”  Among  the 
prisoners  are  lieut.  col.  Fenwick,  thrice  wounded, 
of  the  flying  artillery ; lieut.  col.  Scott  of  the  2nd 
regvU.  S.  artillery;  lieut.  col.  Christie  of  the  13th 
infantry,  and  major  Mullany  of  the  23d. 

The  landing  appears  to  have  been  effected  under 
a dreadful  fire  from  the  enemy.  An  instant  appeal 
was  made  to  the  bayonet,  and  the  British  soon  dispos- 
sessed of  all  the  advantages  they  had  had  in  the 
ground  ; and  the  victory  appeared  complete,  though 
bravely  contested.  In  what  may  be  called  the  se- 
cond battle,  lieut.  col.  Christie,  with  320  men  of  his 
regiment,  charged  the  famous  49th  British  regiment, 
600  strong,  and  put  them  completely  to  flight.  In 
attempting  to  rally  them,  gen.  Brock  was  killed. 
Still  the  triumph  was  on  our  side,  and  nothing  seem- 
ed wanting  but  strength  to  pursue  the  advantages 
so  gallantly  gained.  The  whole  British  force,  (dis- 
covering that  our  troops  were  not  reinforced,)  made 
battle  a third  time  ; our  men,  though  outflanked  and 
almost  surrounded,  fought  them  for  an  hour  and 
a half  more,  when,  worn  down  with  eleven  hours 
exertion,  prudence  dictated  a surrender  to  the  foe 
three  or  four  times  as  numerous.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy,  as  well  as  the  precise  amount  of  his  force 
engaged,  is  unknown. 

On"  the  14th,  an  arrangement  was  made  between 
major-general  Van  Rensselaer  and  general  Sheafe 
for  the  liberation  of  all  the  militia  prisoners  on  pa-- 
role  not  to  serve  during  the  ivar.  We  shall,  perhaps, 
be  able  to  add  many  interesting  circumstances  next. 
week — and  shall  console  ourselves  with  reflecting 
that  the  victory  of  the  British  is  something  like  that 
which  they  obtained  at  Bunkers  Hill  “in  days  of 
yore.” 

[dj3  Since  the  above  was  prepared  for  the  press, 
we  have  received  the  following  from  a New- York 
paper,  of  the  28th  :] 

Capt.  Ogilvie,  of  the  13th  regiment,  who  was  at 
the  battle  of  Queenstown,  and  who  led  the  detach- 
ments that  succeeded  in  taking  the  redoubt  upon 
the  heights  there,  arrived  yesterday  morning  in  the 
Steam-boat  from  Albany,  and  gives  the  following  par- 
ticulars : — * . 

A detachment  from  the  13th  regiment,  consisting 
of  about  300  men,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Christie,  and  about  300  militia  under  the  command 

* Another  account  says  our  force  was  1320  men  ; 
of  whom  700  were  regulars,  and  that  the  British, 
including  their  reinforcements,  amounted  to  -3000, 
besides  a host  of  Indian  allies. 
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of  colonel  Van  Rennssellaer,  received  orders  from 
the  general  to  cross  the  Niagara  river  on  themorn- 
mg  of  the  13  th  inst.  which  was  in  part  effected  before 
dav,  under  a very  heavy  and  destructive  fire  of  grape 
and  musket  shot,  from  the  British,  who,  it  appears, 
were  apprised  of  the  attack. 

In  crossing  the  river,  three  boats  with  troops,  one 
of  which  contained  lieut.  col.  Christie,  were  carried  j 
by  the  rapid  current  of  the  river  far  below  the  point  j 
of  landing  ; and  as  soon  as  col.  Christie’s  boat  touch- 
ed -the  shore,  the  only  guide  to  the  ground  left  the 
colonel. 

In  consequence  of  this  disaster,  not  more  than  20t) 
men  at  first  effected  a landing'.  Those  few,  however, 
marched  on  under  a heavy  fire,  and  formed  a line  on 
the  front  of  the  battery,  where  they  were  sheltered 
by  a bank,  upon  the  suhimit  of  w hich  there  was  a 
battery,  which  proved  very  destructive  to  officers 
and  men.  From  the  fire  of  this  battery,  and  that  of 
a house  oh  their  right  flank,  colonel  Van  Renssellaer 
was  wounded,  and  likewise  capt.  Armstrong,  capt. 
Lawrence,  capt.  Wool,  and  lieut.  Lent  ; killed  lieut. 
Yallcau  and  ensign  Morris  ; all  of  the  13th.  Col. 
Van  Rensselaer,  after  he  was  wounded,  urged  the 
troops  to  sJtorm  the  heights. 

Sixty  determined  men,  led  by  capt.Qgilvie,  second- 
ed by  capt.  Wool  (though  wounded)  and  lieutenants 
Karney,  Carr,  Ilugginan  and  Sammons,  ensign  Revfe, 
of  the  13th,  lieuts.  Randolph  and  Gan«evoort,  cir- 
cuitously mounted  the  heights,  gave  three  cheers, 
and  immediately  charged  ; and  after  the  third 
charge  gained  complete  possession,  which  they  kept 
about  6 hours.  Among  those  sixty  were  ten  of  the 
militia.  - During  the  time  they  had  possession  of  the 
heights,  they  received  some  reinforcement.  Lieut, 
col.  Christie  effected  a landing,  and  a body  of  militia 
— amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  500.  Col.  Scott 
superceded  capt.  Ogilvie  in  the  command,  soon  after 
which  the  British  received  a reinforcement  from 
forts  George  and  Chippawa,  amounting  to  about 
11,00,  including  Indians.  The  Indians  were  soon 
repulsed  and  driven  to  the  wood. 

The  attack  of  the  Indians  and  their  war-whoop  had 
such  an  effect  upon  the  militia  that  when  the  Irooprs 
had  formed  a line  in  three  divisions,  and  were  count-  i 
edoff,  only  240  men,  110  of  which  were  militia,  re- 1 
mainecL  Previous  to  this,  however,  a column  of 
British  regulars  advanced,  commanded  by  general 
Brock.  The  British  general’s  horse  was  killeckby  a 
private  of  the  name  of  Wilklow,  who  was  enlisted  in 
Orange  county,  shortly  after  which  the  general  him- 
self fell  within  pistol  shot  of  the  American  troops. 
The  superiority  in  numbers  of  the  British  and  their 
Indian  allies  induced  the  American  officers  to  hold  a 
consultation,  at  which  they  were  disposed  to  dispute 
the  ground  they  held,  but  a note  Was  received  from 
gen.  Van  Renssellaer,  informing  them  he  could  afford 
them  no  assistance,  and  that  he  would  cover  their 
retreat  at  the  battery  at  Fort  Grey,  and  furnish  boats 
tore-cross  the  river  ; and  finding  by  col.  Stranahan 
that  the  militia  would  no  longer  act,  a retreat  was 
resolved  upon  They  retreated  in  good  order  with- 
out the  loss  of  a man,  to  the  margin  of*  the  river  ; 
but  to  their  extreme  mortification,  not  a boat  was 
there  to  receive  them  nor  did  any  arrive.  After  re- 
maining in  this  extremely  painful  situation  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  this  little  baud  surrendered  to 
about  five  times  their  number. 

During  this  long  and  severe  conflict,  1100  or  1200 
militia  remained  idle  spectators  on  this  side  the 
river. 

The  enemy  consisted  of  a part  of  the  49th  regi- 
ment, who,  with  gen.  Brock,  had  signalised  them- 
selves in  Egypt,  and  from  their  valor  were  called  the 
invincible^.  Before  this  thev  had  never  been  known 


to  give  an  inch  of  ground,  and  acknowledged,  afte 
the  surrender,  they  had  never  fought  with  such 
brave  men.  They  treated  their  prisoners  with  ten- 
derness and  respect,  and  allowed  them  as  much 
merit  as  brave  men  could  desire.  The  number  of 
American  troops  killed  amounted  to  not  more  than 
60,  and  about  100  were  wounded.  The  number  of 
prisoners,  including  the  wounded,  amounted  to  about 
700. 

But  the  victorious  enemy,  though  generous  and 
tender  to  those  who  by  the  fortune  of  war  had  fallen 
into  their  power,  for  the  want  of  either  the  will  or 
the  power,  imposed  no  restraint  upon  their  Indian 
allies  from  stripping  and  scalping  the  dying  and  the 
slain  that  remained  upon  the  field  of  battle.  Captain 
Ogilvie  himself  saw  the  lifeless  body  of  ensign  Mor- 
ris stripped  even  of  his  shirt,  and  the  skull  of  one 
who  had  been  wounded,  was  seen  cloven  by  a toma- 
hawk. 

Our  informant  saw  the  funeral  of  general  Brock. 
The  guns  at  Fort  Niagara  were  fired  during  the  ce- 
remony as  a mark  of  respect  due  to  a brave  enemy. 

We  close  with  the  following  neat  description  of 
Queenstown,  extracted  from  the  Aurora  - 
QUEENSTOWN 

Is  a handsome  town,  immediately  below  the  falls 
of  Niagara,  and  at  the  head  of  the  navigable  waters 
of  that  strait  ; it  is  the  place  of  depot  for  all  the 
merchandize  and  public  stores,  which  are  brought  to 
that  place  from  Kingston.  Public  stores  for  folds 
Erie  and  Malden,  and  merchandize  for  all  the  coun- 
try above,  as  well  as  the  returns  by  that  route  down- 
ward, pass  through  Queenstown.  They  are  trans- 
ported by  waggons  along  the  portage  ten  miles  to 
Chip  pa  way,  now  called  Fort  Welland  above  the  falls. 
It  has  a fine  harbor,  deep  water,  and  good  anchorage  ; 
the  banks  on  both  sides  are  elevated,  and  the  land- 
scape among-  the  most  splendid  and  sublime  in  the 
universe.  Several  stage  coaches  constantly  ply  be- 
tween these  towns  and  Newark. 

Newark  is  on  the  same  side  of  the  strait,  nearer 
the  entrance  of  Lake  Ontario. — Upon  the  evacuation 
of  tile  western  ports  by  the  British,  Fort  Niagara 
was  surrendered  to  the  United  States.  The  scite 
was  selected  in  1751  by  the  French,  and  was  consi- 
dered as  the  key  to  the  inland  country.  In  its  best 
state,  it  was,  however,  only  a rampart  of  earth,  scarp- 
ed with  a stockade,  and  a spacious  barrack  within 
the  work.  The  encroachment  of  the  waters  threaten 
to  undermine  it  ; but  the  erection  of  a work  called 
Fort  George  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  strait,  on 
a petition  which  by  being  more  elevated  commands 
the  position  of  our  side,  the  work  at  Niagara  has 
been  suffered  to  decay,  as  indefensible.  The  point 
blanc  distance  of  the  two  works  is  less  than  a mile, 
a plain  of  about  a mile  over  separates  Fort  George 
from  Newark.  Fort  George  is  a work  constructed 
of  similar  materials,  and  has  been  recently  improv- 
ed, and  its  defences  strengthened  by  double  palli- 
sadcs  and  several  out  works.  Our  position  opposite 
Queenstown  is  Black  Rock. 

MILITARY. 

William  Ilenmann,  a private  of  the  15th  U.  S.  re- 
giment, was  shot  at  Plattsburg  on  the  15th  instant, 
in  pursuance  of  the  sentence  of  a court  martial.  His 
crime  was  desertion,  with  intent  to  pass  over  to  the 
enemy.  Another  soldier,  of  that  same  regiment,  was 
found  guilty  of  the  same  offence,  but  pardoned,  it 
having  appeared  to  brig.  gen.  Bloomfield,  that  he  was 
led  from  his  duty  by  Henman. 

Five  companies  of  volunteer  artillery  rendezvous- 
ed at  Watertown,  N.  Y.  on  the  1st  inst.  and  marched 
for  Socket’s  Harbor. 
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Three  companies  of  volunteer  infantry,  one  of  rifle- (Joseph  Wheaton,  in  the  quarter-master-general’s  de 
^n,  and  one  of  cavalry,  rendezvoused  at  Troy,  X.  partment. 

Two  thousand  drafted  militia  and  volunteers  des- 
tined for  Niagara,  under  the  command  of  general 


Y.  on  the  2nd,  and  marched  for  Plattsbui 

About  4000  Kentuckians  are  in  the  Indiana  terri- 
tory, under  general  Hopkins.  One  half  of  them  are 
mounted  riflemen.  At  our  last  accounts,  they  were 
about  to  make  an  excursion  into  the  Prophet’s  coun- 
try. 

Governor  Tompkins  arrived  at  Sackett’s  Harbor 
on  the  7thinst.  and  encamped  with  the  troops. — Re- 
gulars, volunteers  and  militia,  are  marching  from 

every  direction  to  Plattsburg,  Niagara,  &c. The 

whole  quota  of  the  Vermont  militia  were  embodied, 
and  to  cross  the  lake  to  Plattsburg.  There  are  very 
few  troops  remaining'  at  Greenbush. 

General  Harrison  returned  to  the  army  on  the  2nd 
of  Oct.  and  the  best  understanding  prevails  among 
the  officers  and  men.  He  appears  to  be  acting  in  so 
cautious  and  prudent  a manner,  as,  with  the  gallanl 
spirits  he  has  under  him,  must  ensure  complete  suc- 
cess. At  this  date  he  has  probably  been  joined  by 
the  troops  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 

The  company  of  volunteers  from  Petersburg,  Va. 
composed  of  i02  citizens,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Richard  McRae,  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  Canada  on  Wednesday  week  last. 

Hxtract  of  a letter  from  a field  officer  of  the  engineers 

dated  “ Lake  Ontario,  Sachet? s Harbor,  Oct.  10. 

<£We  arrived  here,  on  the  lstinst.  with  the  gover 
nor  and  com.  Chauncey,  who  has  lately  been  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  of  the  lakes.  I have  been  con 
star.tly  employed  in  laying  out  batteries,  redoubts 
quarters,  &c.  necessary  for  this  new  and  importanl 
post,  as  we  are  now  concentrating  and  assembling 
our  naval  force  to  this  point ; it  has  advantages  equal 
if  not  superior  to  any  on  these  waters,  as  to  its  com- 
plete protection  from  the  winds  and  ice,  which  are 
serious  considerations  in  this  inhospitable  clime. — 
The  land  commands  one  of  the  most  beautiful  sheets 
of  water  in  the  world,  dotted  with  islands,  whose 
tops  dispute  the  passage  of  the  clouds.  This  situa- 
tion is  about  60  miles  from  where  the  lake  empties 
itself  into,  and  forms  the  St.  Lawrence.  Kingston  is 
situated  at  the  distance  of  20  miles  on  the  opposite 
shore,  where  the  British  have  a large  force,  which 
keeps  us  on  the  alert.  Never  have  I seen  a more  de- 
termined set  of  brave  fellows,  than  are  embodied 
here — all  are  ready  and  solicitous,  and  urge  the  offi- 
cers to  conduct  them  to  the  enemy.  With  such  men, 
properly  disciplined,  we  can  confidently  expect  an 
easv  conquest.  Every  exertion  is  making  here  by 

the  government  to  get  command  of  the  lake. We 

have  a fine  ship  on  the  stocks,  which  will  be  finished 
the  last  of  Nov.  and  will  mount  thirty -six  32-pound- 
ers, together  with  the  brig  Oneida  mounting  twenty 
32’s— - with  six  merchant  vessels,  that  are  to  be  con- 
verted into  gun-boats . As  soon  as  they  are  complet- 
ed, an  attack  will  certainly  be  made,  and  with  every 
prospect  of  success.  The  force  now  collected  at  Nia- 
gara, amounts  to  8,000  men. 

Marietta,  Oct.  3. — On  Monday  last  about  300 
Virginia  militia  embarked  at  Little  Kanhawa,  for 
Point  Pleasant  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Kanhawa. 

On  Thursday  about  300  from  Morgana  county  pass- 
ed on  for  the  same  rendezvous. 

On  the  same  day  arrived  one  lighf  infantry  and  ri- 
fle company  from  Pittsburg  (12  months,  men)in  com- 
plete uniform.  Their  appearance  was  very  good. 

PENNSYLVANIA  REINFORCEMENTS. 

Since  the  first  of  September  last,  the  following  re- 
inforcements from  Pennsylvania  have  marched 
through  this  place  on  their  way  to  join  the  north- 
western and  the  Niagara  armies. 

Seven  companies  of  infantry  and  riflemen  and  two 


Tannelull. 

Two  thousand  drafted  militia  and  volunteers  under 
the  command  of  general  Crooks,  directed  to  join  the 
north-western  army  under  the  command  of  general 
Harrison. 

Twenty-eight  pieces  of  cannon,  for  the  same  dcs- 
tination. 

A number  of  carriages,  gams,  howitzers,  &c.  the 
number  not  exactly  known,  w4\l  also  leave  this  in  a 
few  days.  They  will  be  under  the  direction  and  care 
of  that  able  and  experienced  soldier  of  the  revolu- 
tion, major  Amos  Stoddard,  and  will  no  doubt  be  am- 
ply sufficient  to  answer  the  desired  end. 

It  is  a pleasing  task  to  notice  these  occurrences. 
They  show  that  the  government  and  its  ag’ents  are 
fully  determined,  and  are  exerting  every  nerve,  to 
prosecute  the  present  honorable  contest  with  vigor 
and  effect.  f Pittsburg  J\[e  r. 

COMMENDABLE  JUSTICE  IN  THE  ENEMY. 

In  our  paper  of  September  29,  we  gave  an  account 
of  the  plunder  of  several  families  at  Sturgeon  Point, 
by  the  crew  of  a British  boat. 

A proper  representation  of  the  same  having  been 
made  to  the  British  commander  at  fort  Erie,  last 
week,  a flag  arrived  and  brought  over  all  the  plun- 
dered articles  they  could  find  about  the  boats  or  ship, 
and  three  hundred  dollars  in  British  gold  to  repair 
the  damage.  We  understand  that  a letter  accompa- 
nied the  money  and  goods,  disavowing  the  unwar- 
rantable act  and  apologizing  in  a very  handsome 
manner  for  the  outrage.  The  evils  of  war  would  be 
much  diminishned,  should  this  principle  be  acted  up- 
on at  all  places  on  the  frontiers.  ib. 

St.  Louis,  September  26. 

The  following  account  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Belle- 
Vue,  was  handed  to  us  by  a friend  who  was  at  that 
post  during  the  siege.  The  position  is  one  of  the 
most  ineligible  on  the  Mississippi  for  a place  of 
defence  : as  from  an  eminence  their  parade  ground 
could  be  swept  by  small  arms,  and  it  is  almost 
surrounded  by  chasms  to  within  ten  or  twelve 
steps  of  the  pickets  and  block -houses,  from  whence 
the  Indians  threw  upwards  of  500  pieces  of  burn- 
ing timber  on  the  roofs  of  the  houses  ; and  when 
the  attack  commenced  there  was  no  spot  about 
the  fort  that  did  not  emit  a continued  sheet  of  fire 
from  guns,  fiery  arrows  and  brands,  and  did  not  af- 
ford the  brave  fellows  within  an  opportunity  of  do- 
ing much  execution,  except  now  and  then  knock- 
ing over  such  red  skins  as  had  the  impudence  to 
peep  over  the  bank.  Lieutenants  Hamilton  and 
Vasques  have  done  themselves  much  credit  in 
defence  of  the  post  committed  to  their  care. 

attack  on  fort  belle-vue. 

Sept.  16th,  1812. — On  the  5th  inst.  at  half  past  5 
p.  m.  this  garrison  was  attacked  by  a party  of  Wina- 
bagoes,  the  number  not  precisely  known,  but  suppos- 
ed to  be  upwards  of  200.  Fortunately  there  was  only- 
one  soldier  out  of  the  garrison  (John  Cox)  who  fell  a 
victim  to  the  scalping  knife.  A constant  firing  on  both 
sides  were  kept  up  until  dark;  early  next  morning  they 
commenced  again,  and  about  7 o’clock  they  set  fire 
to  a Mr.  Graham’s  boat  and  loading,  this  man  arrived 
on  the  4th,  they  also  burnt  two  boats  belonging  to  the 
public  ; soon  after  they  began  to  throw  fire  on  the 
block-houses  that  stood  near  the  bank  of  the  river 
but  not  sufficiently  near  as  to  command  the  space 


troops  of  cavalry,  furnished  and  directed  by  captain 'between  them  and  the  river,  syruiges  being  made  of 
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gun  barrels,  the  rbofs  were  wet  so  as  to  prevent 
lire  taking  ; during  this  time  part  of  them  killed  the 
live  stock,  plundered  and  burnt  Mr.  Julian’s  houses, 
destroying-  the  corn,  and  on  the  7th  they  continued 
throwing  fire  on  the  block-houses  and  shot  arrows  in 
the  roofs  with  matches  tied  to  them. 

The  morning  being  calm  all  their  fire  attempts  on 
the  block  houses  proved  useless.  In  the  evening 
they  burnt  Mr.  M‘Nabb*s  house  and  attempted  the 
smith  shop,  and  it  was  generally  believed  they  were 
only  waiting  for  a favorable  wind  to  burn  the  facto- 
ry, so  that  it  might  catch  the  garrison,  which  would 
have  been  the  certain  means  of  destroying  us  all,  to 
prevent  that,  as  the  evening  was  very  calm,  the  com- 
manding officer,  Thomas  Hamilton,  despatched  a 
soldier  with  fire  to  the  factory  ; and  in  less  than  3 
hours  that  building  was  consumed  without  any  dan- 
ger to  the  garrison — during  this  day  several  Indians 
crept  into  an  old  stable  and  commenced  shooting  out 
of  it,  but  a shot  from  the  cannon  by  It.  B.  Vasques, 
soon  made  their  yellow  jackets  fly. 

On  the  8th  we  heard  but  little  from  them  ; seve- 
ral canoes  were  seen  crossing  the  river, and  on  the  9th 
not  an  Indian  was  to  be  seen  or  gun  fired.  I am  happy 
to  say  no  lives  were  lost  in  the  fort,  one  man  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  nose.  The  Indians  must 
have  had  many  killed,  as  several  of  them  were  seen 
to  fall. 

NAVAL. 

The  cartel  skip  Fawn,  lias  arrived  at  Boston  from 
Halifax,  with  590  prisoners.  The  Spitfire,  with  300 
more,  was  to  sail  in  a few  days  after  her. 

At  our  last  Boston  dates,  the  frigate  Constitution, 
com.  Bainbridge,  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  capt.  Law- 
rence, were  on  the  point  of  leaving  that  port  on  a 
cruise. 

We  are  without  news  from  com, Rodgers'  squadron 
— the  Essex  has  sailed  frdm  the  Delaware,  and  the 
Constellation,  thoroughly  repaired,  is  nearly  ready 
for  sea,  at  Washington,  as  is  also  the  Adams  ; the 
latter  is  to  be  commanded  by  the  gallant  Morris, 
late  of  the  Constitution.  We  trust  that  this  little 
force  will  be  powerfully  augmented  by  congress,  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  very  act  of  increasing  our 
vessels  of  war,  aided  by  the  practical  proof  we  have 
happily  afforded  of  their  effect,  will  direct  the  enemy 
to  peace — lest  he  may  feel  our  strength  on  tlie  ocean 
and  lay  the  foundation  of  a power  that  shall  contend 
with  him  for  the  trident  ^f  the  world.  Had  we  the 
ships  that  Bonaparte  keeps  in  his  harbors — the  whole 
navy  of  Great  Britain  Would  not  detain  them  in 
port. 

The  vessel  constructing  at  Sackett’s  Harbor  by 
Mr.Eckford  of  this  city,  says  a New-York  paper  of 
the  26th  ult.  is  rapidly  progressing  towards  her  com- 
pletion. The  raising  is  furnished,  and  the  workmen 
were  building  stages  on  the  17th  inst.  She  is  112 
feet  keel.  The  governor,  at  that  time,  was  at  Sack- 
ett’s Harbor,  preparing  the  troops,  which  consisted 
of  about  2,000  soldiers. 

Sailed  on  Saturday  morning,  from  N.  York,  on  a 
c lapse,  the  beautiful  private  armed  ship  York-Town, 
Thomas  H.  Storey,  Esq.  commander.  The  York- 
Town  mounts  18  long  9’s,  and  has  a crew  of  150 
men. 

Fajrhaven,  r.  r.  Oct.  23. 

Launch. — The  beautiful  new  privateer  Governor 
Gerry,  of  250  tons,  and  pierced  for  18  guns,  was 
launched  from  the  ship  yard  in  this  village,  on  Wed- 
nesday last.  She  is  a most  beautiful  vessel,  built  of 
the  best  materials,  and  good  judges  are  of  opinion 

that  she  will  be  a remarkable  swift  sailer. The 

keel  of  tins  vessel  was  laid  only  48  days  previous  to 
the  launch. 


American  Prizes. 

(WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  127.) 

229.  Brig  Favorite,  222  tons,  2 guns,  from  Cork 
for  Pictou,  in  ballast,  sent  into  Lynn,  by  the  Indus- 
try of  that  port. 

230.  Brig  sir  John  Moore,  from  Dublin  for  Prince 
Edward’s  island,  177  tons  burthen,  sent  into  ditta 
by  ditto. 

231.  Brig  Lord  Sheffield,  from  Teneriffe  for  Que- 
bec, burnt  by  the  Marengo,  after  taking  out  a few 
small  articles. 

232.  Schooner  Betsey  Ann,  from  the  West  Indies, 
laden  with  sugar,  captured  in  sight  of  Halifax  harbor 
by  the  Fame  privateer,  and  sent  into  Salem. 

* 233.  Brig  William  and  Charlotte,  sent  into  Salem 
by  the  Montgomery. 

234.  Brig  Henry,  from  Liverpool  for  Halifax,  la- 
den with  crates,  sait  and  coal,  a valuable  vessel,  sent 
into  Salem  by  the  John,  of  that  port. 

235.  Schooner  Four  Brothers,  from  the  West  In- 
dies for  Newfoundland,  sent  into  Salem  by  the  Fame 
privateer. 

236.  Schooner  Four  Sons,  from  the  Bay  of  Cha- 
leur,  laden  with  fish  and  furs,  sent  into  Salem  by 
the  Fame  of  that  pnrt. 

237.  238.  Two  schooners  sent  into  Portland  by 
the  Dart  privateer— one  in  ballast,  the  other  with 
live  stock. 

239.  Schooner  Antelope,  of  Curracoa,  sent  into 
Charleston  by  the  Rosamond  of  New-York. 

240.  Schooner  Dawson,  captured  off  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  laden  with  sugar,  rum  and  coffee,  and 
sent  into  Savannah  by  the  Wasp  of  Baltimore. 

(YjtMany  American  vessels,  with  goods  from  Eng- 
land, have  been  sent  into  port  by  our  privateers,  on 
suspicion  of  having  British  property  on  board.  These 
have  not  been  noticed  in  our  list  ; but,  it  appears, 
the  facts  are,  in  many  instances,  as  they  were  sup- 
posed ; and,  if  the  proper  proof  can  be  furnished, 
condemnations  to  a great  amount  will  take  place. — 
It  is  positively  stated  that  one  of  the  Yankee’s  prizes 
of  this  description  will  afford  the  privateer  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  200,000  dolls. 


“ The  American  Cap  tain  s.” 

It  is  a source  of  honest  pride  to  look  over  the  an. 
nals  of  our  revolutionary  war  and  observe,  that,  in 
every  instance,  where  an  American  vessel,  of  equal 
force,  came  into  contact  with  a British  ship,  the 
former  was  the  conqueror.  Nay,  there  are  several 
memorable  affairs  in  which  our  vessels  of  inferior 
force,  gallantly  carried  the  best  appointed  ships  of 
the  enemy.  The  capture  of  the  Serapis,  by  Paul 
Jones,  and  the  General  Monk,  by  Joshua  Barney,  are 
striking  cases  in  point.  So  far  as  we  can  judge  by 
the  events  of  the  present  war,  the  courage  of  our 
seamen, (yet  unused  to  arms,)  will  inevitably  produce 
the  same  effects. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  Cobbetfs  Register 
of  June  9,  1808.  His  contempt  for  the  American 
character,  and  all  that  belongs  to  us,  was  [and  is] 
universally  felt  by  the  ministerial  interest  to  which 
he  yeas  nearly  allied ; having  “ deserved  a statue  of 
gold,”  as  Windham  declared  in  parliament,  for  his 
services  in  the  United  States  of  America,  Tv-o 
years  imprisonment  appears  to  have  brought.  Mr. 
Cobbett  a little  to  his  senses,  though  it  may  not  have 
corrected  his  morals.  But  thirty  minPte.s  tete  a 
fete  between  “ captain  Hull”  ar.d  captain  Bacres , 
wofully  divested  the  latter  of  all  his  high  “ notions,” 
and  perhaps  may  have  the  same  effect  on  his  mas- 
ters. “ Murray”  and  “ Chavfoccy ” have  “ only  lack- 
ed opportunity” . — Rodgers  and  Decatur  perhaps,  may 
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have  it.  If  they  do  not  meet  with  more  than  double  I 
their  force,  others  of  “his  majesty’s  captains”  will 
be  taught  a useful  lesson  of  humility. 

Cobbett  is  commenting  on  the  proceedings  of  thei 
court  of  enquiry  instituted  to  examine  into  the  sur-l 
render  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  to  the  British  ship' 
J je&pavd- — and  says 

“ It  was  no  trial  of  poor  Barron  ; the  real  object  of 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  him it  was  intended  as 
an  apology  for  an  American  ship,  ‘the  commodore  of  , 
“ the  American  navy’  being  so  shamefully  beaten;  and 
to  any  one  who  knows  the  parties  as  I do,  it  must 
“ be  good  diversion  to  hear  the  pompous  statement  of 
“ captain  Alexander  Murray,  and  ISAAC  HULL  and 
“ Isaac  Chauncey,  while  to  tliose  who  do  not  know 
“ them,  it  may  be  necessary  to  say,  that,  in  forming 
ft  an  idea  of  them,  they  must  totally  divest  their  minds  I 
“ of  all  the  notions,  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to 
“ entertain  of  the  captains  of  our  wavy.” 

What  says  the  noble  Chierriere  to  this — “ one  of 
the  best  vessels  that  ever  swam  ?”  Destroyed  in 
thirty  minutes,  like  a cock  boat,  by  the  “ Isaac  Hull” 


Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  officers  of  the  old  army  have  re- 
ceived brevet  commissions  of  one  grade  in  advance 
of  their  present  rank,  under  an  act  passed  at  the 
last  session,  authorising  the  issuing  brevet  commis- 
sions to  all  officers  who  shall  have  served  for  ten 
years  in  any  one  grade  in  the  army  : 

Brigadier-general  James  Wilkinson,  colonel  Hen- 
ry Burbeck,  heutenant-colonel  Constant  Freeman,! 
major  William  Mac  Rea,  captain  Ne  he  mi  ah  Free- 
man, captain  Lloyd  Beall,  major  Zebulon  Pike,  cap- 
tain John  Whistler,  captain  Hugh  M‘Call. 

General  Wilkinson  of  course  now  ranks  as  major- 
general  by  virtue  of  this  promotion.  JV at.  Int. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Immense  quantities  of  British  goods  have  lately  arrived  in  the 
United  States  from  Canada.— 500  waggons  laden  with  rli-m,  are 
said  to  have  passed  through  Saratoga,  N.Y.  in  a single  wet  a.  The 
pretence  is,  that  they  belong  to  citizens  of  the  V.  States,  a ho  arc 
allowed  a ceitain  time  to  remove  their  property  ti  Canada. 
We  trust  that  the  right  of  property  will  be  ear  fully  examined 
into:  It  is  confidently  stated,  that  some  millions  of  dollars  w >rth 
of  goods,  brought  hither  by  the  late  vessels  from  England,  will 
pass  to  the  benefit  of  our  privateers— agreat  portion  is  covered  by 
traitors. 

, A file  of  Mexican  gazettes  have  been  received  at  Philadelphia— 
latest  date  June  3.  These  papers  give  some  truly  pompe. is  ac- 
counts of  the  victories  oftbetories  of  that  com  try  over  the  vhigs. 
But  the  entl  is  not  yet.  Liberty  will  erect  her  standard  in  Mexico. 
We  are  much  relieved  by  the  following  article  : 

Alexandria , Louisiana , Sept.  6,  1812.— Two  companies  of  the 
troops  lately  at  Nacogdoches,  have  been  ordered  on  as  far  as  Tri- 
nity, to  possess  themselves  of  and  occupy  that  plate  until  the  arriv- 
al of  the  main  force.  From  this  place  they  will  proceed  with  all 
possible  dispatch  to  St.  Antonio.  The  party  increases  every  day, 
and  the  most  sanguine  hopes  are  entertained  of  complete  success. 

Gen.  Ryan’s  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico,  amounts  to  between 
15  and  20,000  men— and  it  is  supposed  an  attempt,  if  not  already, 
w ill  very  soon  be  made  on  this  last  remaining  pi  op  of  decayed  mo- 
narchy in  the  west.  Mexico  taken  and  the  republic  triumphs  ! 

A quantity  of  the  wool  taken  from  San  Brano,  passed  this  place 
a few  days  since  for  Natchez.  It  is  we  learn,  to  be  exchanged  for 
arms  and  other  military  stores,  necessary  to  the  more  complete 
equipment  and  accommodation  of  the  republican  party . 

Massachusetts. — The  two  branches  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts have  at  length  agreed  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  elec- 
tors of  Pin  sidentaitd  Vice-President  are  to  be  chosen.  They  are 
to  be  elected  in  districts  formed  by  the  common  pleas  circuits.  The 
resolve  passed  the  senate  21  to  12— and  was  determined  in  the 
house  without  opposition.  It  has  also  been  approved  of  by  the  go- 
vernor. The  Boston  [federal]  papers  calculate  that  17  federal 
electors  will  be  chosen  by  this  method.  The  Centinel  says,  it  was 
opposed  “by  the  prominent  Madisouiins.”  Upon  the  whole,  how, 
ever,  so  far  as  we  are  informed  of  the  matter,  the  plan  adopted  may 
be  considered  as  fair  ; the  court  districts  having  been  laid  out  with- 
out any  reference  to  party  feelings  or  interests.  It  is  our  opinion 
that  the  vote  of  the  state  will  be  nearly  neutralized.  John  Adams , 
late  President  of  the  U.  States,  is  offered  as  one  of  the  electors 
pledged  to  the  support  of  Messrs.  Madison  and  Gerry. 

Though  four  wassold  for  more  than  11  dolls,  per  barrel, in  Bal- 
timore, during  the  present  week,  the  sale  of  wheat  [to  the  millers] 
lias  been  dull  at  a proportionate  price,  under  the  idea  that  congress 
would  immediately  stop  the  supplies  of  the  enemy . Flour  at  Lis- 
bon, Sept.  9,  was  only  17  dollars. 


The  British  Parliament. 

Our  remarks  upon  the  British  parliament,  in  vol. 
1,  page  95,  of  the  Weekly  Register,  much  ruffled 
the  temper  of  some,  though  compelled  to  admit  the 
truth  and  justice  of  all- we  advanced.  We  said,  it 
was  well  known  that  seats  in  the  house  of  commons 
Were  disposed  of  with  as  little  ceremony  as  bags  of 
wool.  In  the  London  Morning1  Chronicle  of  the  12th 
of  May,  1809,  there  is  a long*  debate  on  a charge 
made  by  Mr.  JVladocks,  a member  of  parliament,  as 
follows : 

“ I affirm,  then,  that  Mr.  They,  purchased  a seat  in 
“ the  house  of  commons  for  the  borough  of  Cashel, 
“ through  the  agency  of  the  honorable  Henry  Wel- 
“ lesley,  who  acted  for,  and  on  behalf  of,  the  treasu- 
“ ry  ; that  upon  a recent  question  of  the  last  impor- 
“ tance,  when  Mr.  Dick  had  determined  to  vote  ac- 
“ cording  to  his  conscience,  the  noble  lord,  Castle- 
“tibagui,  did  intimate  to  that  gentleman  the  neces- 
e(  sity  of  either  his  voting  with  the  government,  or 
“ resigning  his  seat  in  that  house  ; and  that  Mr.  Dick, 
“ sooner  than  vote  against  principle,  did  make  choice 
“ of  the  latter  alternative,  and  vacate  his  seat  ac- 
“ cording'ly.  To  this  transaction  I charge  the  right 
“ honorable  gentlemen,  Mr.  Perceval,  as  being  pri- 
“ vij  and  having  connived  at  it.  This  I will  ENGAGE 
“ TO  PRCTVE  BY  WITNESS  AT  YOUR  BAR,  if 

“ the  house  will  give  me  leave  to  call  them.” At 

tiie  end  of  the  debate,  which  ensued  upon  this,  the 
question  was  taken  upon  a motion  FOR  AN  ENQUI- 
RY into  the  matter  ; there  appears,  from  the  report, 
to  have  been  395  members  present ; and,  out  of  395, 
85  voted  for  the  motion,  which,  of  course,  was  lost, 
there  being  three  hundred  and  ten  out  of  three  hun- 
dred and  uinety- five,,  who  voted  against  the  enquiry. 


It  is  said  that  a mechanic  at  Chusnut  Hill,  near  Philadelphia,  has 
discovered  the  perpetual  moti'Jv.  It  is  further  stated,  that  he  has 
been  offered  200.000  dols.  fur  the  patent  right  of  this  all-important 
discovery.  If  this  is  true,  we  shall  hear  more  about  it. 

Fo  the  American  owners,  supercargoes  and  masters  of  vessels,  now 
lying  in  the  bay  of  Funchal,  Madeira. 

Gentlemen , 

I haveUhe  honor  to  inform  you  that  captain  Skeene,  of 
H.  B.  M.  ship  Mtinden,  called  at  my  house,  and  in  the  ]>olitest 
terms,  promised  to  give  me  up  the  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Am- 
sterdam packet,  captured  by,  and  now  on  board  the  ship  under  his 
command,  provided  I would  give  him  a proper  receipt,  stating  that 
they  should  be  exchanged  for  as  many  British  subjects  of  the  same 
rank,  should  the  war  continue;  which  I immediately  agreed  to  do. 
He  likewise  declared  that  he  would  respect  the  neutrality  of  this 
port,  and  that  the  American  vessels  now  in  port  might  remain  in 
the  greatest  security,  as  lie  would  by  no  means  molest  them  ; at  the 
same  time  expressing  his  wish  that  American  armed  vessels  may- 
be actuated  by  the  same  motives.  He  likewise  informs  me,  that  it 
is  the  general  opinion  in  England,  as  it  is  the  greatest  wish,  that 
matters  will  speedily  be  amicably  adjusted  between  our  two  na- 
tions. 

If  this  information  will  be  of  any  use  to  any  of  you,  my  object 
is  obtained  ; and  in  the  mean  time  I continue, gentlemen,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JAMES  LEANDER  CATHCAR1. 


Consulate  of  the  U.  States  of  America,  ? 

Madeira,  August  30tlr,  1812.  5 

NEW-JERSEY  ELECTION— General  Result. 
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1 3 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
FOR 

THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER 

Are  thankfully  received.  The  work  may  be  had 
from  the  commencement,  or  from  the  beginning1  of 
any  volume,  on  paying- for  the  volumes  delivered  or 
required,  as  well  as  the  current  year’s  subscription, 
in  advance.  Many,  perhaps,  have  been  disappoint- 
ed in  not  receiving  the  Register — but  the  plain  En- 
glish of  the  matter  is  this — the  paper  will  not  be  for- 
warded to  any  person  who  does  not  pay  for  it.  “ It  is 
as  easy  done  at  first  as  at  last and  of  material 
consequence  to  the  editor.  What  was  a thing  of  ex- 
perm&nt  has  become  certain/y.  The  publication  is 
established  on  the  firmest  basis  ; and  Will  be  Conti- 
nued. Those  who  receive  it  must  pay  for  it.  As 
has  been  observed,  it  is  too  expensive  to  be  for- 
warded on  the  possibility  of  renumeration.  The  hea- 
vy arrearag*es  already  existing,  say  at  least  $5000 
for  the  first  year,  have  greatly  embarrassed  the  edi- 
tor, as  well  as  thwarted  many  favorite  schemes  for 
adding  value  to  the  work,  in  maps,  plates  and  sup- 
plements.   

Constitution  of  Massachusetts. 

(Concluded p om  page  131. j 
CHAP.  II. EXECUTIVE  TOWER. 

Sec.  I. — Governor. 

Art.  I.  THERE  shall  be  a supreme  executive  magistrate,  who 
shall  be  styled,  The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts—and  whose  title  shall  be,  his  Excellency. 

II.  The  governor  shall  be  chosen  annually  ; and  no  person  shall 
he  eligible  to  tliis  office,  unless,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  he  shall 
have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  commonwealth  for  seven  years  next 
preceding  ; and  unless  he  shall,  at  the  same  time,  be  seized,  in 
his  own  right,  of  a freehold  within  the  commonwealth,  of  the  value 
of  one  thousand  pounds;  and  unless  he  shall  declare  himself  to  be 
of  the  Christian  religion. 

III.  Those  persons  w ho  shall  he  quajifietl  to  vote  for  senators 
and  representatives, within  the  several  towns  of  this  commonwealth, 
shall,  at  a meetiug  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  April,  annually,  givein  their  votes  for  a governor  to  the 
selectmen,  who  shall  preside  at  such  meetings  ; and  the  town  clerk, 
in  the  presence,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  selectmen,  shall,  in 
open  town-meeting,  sort  and  count  the  votes,  and  form  a list  of  the 
persons  voted  for-,  with  the  number  of  voles  for  each  person, 
against  his  name:  and  shall  make  a lair  record  of  the  same  in 
the  town  hooks,  and  a public  declaration  thereof  in  the  said  meet- 
ing; and  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  inhabitants,  seal  up  copies 
of  the  said  list,  attested  by  him  and  the  selectmen,  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  thirty  days  at  least  before  the 
last  Wednesday  in  May : and  the  sheriff  shall  transmit  the  same 
to  the  secretary’s  office,  seventeen  days  at  least  before  the  said  last 
Wednesday  in  May  ; or  the  selectmen  may  cause  returns  of  the 
same  to  be  made  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth, seventeen  days  at  least  belore  the  said  day  ; and  the  secre- 
tary shall  lay  the  same  before  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  to  he  by  them  examined : and 
in  case  of  an  election  by  a majority  of  all  the  votes  returned,  the 
choice  shall  he  by  them  declared  and  published.  But  if  no  per- 
son shall  have  a majority  of  votes,  the  house  of  representatives 
shall,  by  ballot,  elect  two  out  of  four  persons,  who  had  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  if  so  many  shall  have  been  voted  for : but,  if  other- 
wise, out  of  the  number  voted  for  ; and  make  return  to  the  senate, 
of  the  persons  so  elected  ; on  wlncli  the  senate  shall,  by  ballot , 
elect  one,  who  shall  be  declared  governor. 

IV.  The  governor  shall  have  authority  from  time  to  time,  at  his 
discretion,  to  assemble  and  call  together  the  counsellors  of  this 
commonwealth  for  the  time  being  ; and  the  governor,  with  the 
said  counsellors,  or  five  of  them  at  least,  shall,  ami  may,  from  time 
to  time,  hold  and  keep  a council,  for  the  ordering  and  directing  the 
affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  ami  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

V.  The  governor,  wjth  the  advice  of  council,  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority,  during  the  session  of  the  general  court,  to  ad- 
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,journ,  or  prorogue  the  same,  to  any  time  the  two  houses  shall  dc- 
sire  ; and  to  dissolve  the  same  on  the  day  next  preceding  thela't 
Wednesday  in  May  ; and  in  the  recess  of  the  said  court,  to  pro 
rogue  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  ninety  days  in 
any  one  recess  : and  to  call  it  together  sooner  than  the  time  to 
which  it  may  be  adjourned,  or  prorogued,  if  tlte  welfare  of  the 
commonwealth  shall  require  the  same.  And  in  case  of  any  infec- 
tious distemper  prevailing  m the  place  where  the  said  court  i* 
next  at  any  time  to  convene,  or  any  other  cause  happening  wlierej 
by  danger  may  arise  to  the  health  or  lives  of  the  members  from  their 
attendance,  he  may  direct  the  session  to  beheld  at  some  other  of 
the  most  convenient  places  within  the  state» 

And  the  governor  shall  dissolve  the  said  general  court  on  the 
day  next  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May. 

VI.  In  cast's  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  with  re- 
gard to  the  necessity,  expediency,  or  time  of  adjournment,  or  pro- 
rogation, tire  governor,  with  advice  of  the  council,  shall  have  a 
right  to  adjourn  or  prorogue  the  general  court,  not  exceeding  nine- 
ty days,  as  lie  shall  determine  and  the  public  good  shall  require. 

VII.  The  governor  of  this  commonwealth,  lor  the  time  being, 
shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  nil  the 
military  forces  of  the  state,  by  sea  and  land  ; and  shall  have  full 
power,  by  himself,  or  by  any  commander,  or  other  officer  or  offi- 
cers, from  time  to  time,  to  train,  instruct,  exercise,  and  govern  the 
militia  and  navy  ; and  tor  the  special  defence  and  safety  ot  the 
commonwealth,  to  assemble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike 
posture,  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them, 
and  with  them  to  encounter,  repel,  resist,  expel,  and  pursue,  by 
force  of  arms  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  within  or  without  the  li- 
mits of  this  common  wealth  : and  also  to  kill,  slay,  and  destroy,  if 
necessary,  and  conquer,  by  all  fitting  ways,  enterprises,  and  means 
whatsoever,  all  and  every  such  person  or  peasons,  as  shall  at  any 
time  hereafter,  in  a hostile  manner,  attempt  or  enterprise  the  de- 
struction, invasion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  this  commonwealth; 
and  to  use  and  exercise,  over  the  army  and  navy,  and  over  the 
militia  in  actual  service,  the  law  martial,  in  time  of  war  or  inva- 
sion, and  also  in  time  of  rebellion  (declared  by  the  legislature  to 
exist)  as  occasion  shall  necessarily  require ; and  to  take  and  sur- 
prise,by  all  w ays  and  means  whatsoever, all  and  every  such  person  or 
persons  (with  their  ships,  arms,  ammunition  and  goods)  as  shall,  in  a 
hostile  manner,  invade,  or  attempt  ihe  invading,  conquering  or 
annoying  this  commonwealth:  and  that  the  governor  be  entrust- 
ed with  all  these  and  other  powers,  incident  to  the  offices  of  cap- 
tain-general, and  commander  in  chief,  and  admiral,  to  be  exercised 
agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  not  otherw  ise. 

Provided,  That  the  said  governor  shall  not,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
by  virtue  of  any  power  by  this  constitution  granted,  or  hereafter 
to  lie  granted  to  him  by  the  legislature,  transport  any  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  commonwealth,  or  oblige  them  to  march  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  same,  without  their  free  and  veluntary  consent,  or 
the  consent  of  the  general  court ; except  so  far  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  march  or  transport  them  by  land  or  w ater,  for  the  defence  of 
such  part  of  the  state,  to  which  they  cannot  otherwise  conveniently 
have  access. 

VIII.  The  power  of  pardoning  offences,  except  such  as  persons 
may  be  convicted  of  belore  the  senate,  by  an  impeachment  of  the 
house,  shall  be  in  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  council ; 
but  no  charter  of  pardon  granted  by  the  governor,  with  advice  of 
the  council,  before  conviction,  shall  avail  the  party  pleading  the 
same,  notwithstanding  any  general  or  particular  expressions  con- 
tained therein,  descriptive  of  the  offence  or  offences  intended  to 
be  pardoned. 

IX.  All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney-general,  the  solicitor-gen- 
eral, all  sheriffs,  coroners,  and  registers  of  probate,  shall  lie  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  hv  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  council ; and  every  such  nomination  shall  bii 
made  by  the  governor,  and  made  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  such 
appointment. 

X.  The  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected  by 
the  written  voles  ofthe  train  band  and  alarm  list  of  their  respective 
companies,  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards.  The  field 
officers  of  regiments  shall  be  elected  by  the  w ritten  votes  of  the 
captains  and  subalterns  of  their  respective  regiments.  The  briga- 
diers shall  he  elected  in  like  manner,  by  the  field  officers  of  their 
respective  brigades.  And  such  officers,  so  elected,  shall  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  governor,  who  shall  determine  their  rank. 

The  legislature  shall,  by  standing  laws,  direct  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  convening  the  electors,  and  of  collecting  votes,  and  of  certi- 
fying to  the  governor  the  officers  elected. 

The  major-generals  shall  be  appointed  by  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives,  each  having  a negative  upon  the  oilier ; and  be 
commissioned  by  the  governor.  ^ 

And  if  the  electors  of  brigadiers,  field  officers,  captains  or  subal- 
terns, shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  such  elections,  after  being 
duly  notified,  according  to  the  law*  ol  the  time  being,  then  the  go- 
vernor, with  the  advice  of  council,  shall  appoint  suitable  persons 
to  fill  such  offices* 
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Anti  no  officer,  duly  commissioned  to  command  in  the  militia, 
sl'.all  be  removed  from  bis  office,  but  by  the  address  of  both  houses 
to  the  governor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  court-martial,  pursuant  to  the 
laws  of  the  commonwealth  lor  the  time  being. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  shall  appoint  their  adju- 
tants and  quarter-masters  ; the  brigadiers  their  brigade  majors ; 
add  the  major-generals  their  aids  ; and  the  governor  shall  appoint 
the  adjutant-general. 

The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  shall  appoint  all  officers  of 
the  continental  army,  whom  (by  the  confederation  of  the  United 
States)  it  is  provided  that  this  commonwealth  shall  appoint,  as  aho 
all  officers  of  forts  and  garrisons. 

The' divisions  of  the  militia  into  brigades,  regiments,  and  com- 
panies, made  in  pursuance  of  the  militia  laws  now  in  force,  shall  be 
considered  as  the  proper  divisions  of  the  militia  of  this  common- 
wealth, until  tlie  same  shall  be  altered  in  pursuance  of  some  future 
law. 

XI.  No  monies  shall  be  issued  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  com- 
monwealth. and  disposed  of  (except  such  sums  as  may  be  appro- 
priated for  the  redemption  of  bills  of  credit  or  treasurer’s  notes,  or 
for  the  payment  of  interest  arising  thereon)  but  by  warrant,  under 
the  hand  of  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  council,  for  the  necessary  defence  and  support  of 
the  commonwealth— and  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  agreeabiy  to  the  act  and  resolves  of  the  gene- 
ral court. 

XII.  AH  public  boards,  the  commissary-general,  all  superintend- 
ing officers  of  public  magazines  and  stores  belonging- to  this  com- 
monwealth, and  all  commanding  officers  of  forts  and  garrisons 
within  the  same,  shall,  once  in  every  three  months,  officially,  and 
without  requisition,  and  at  other  times,  when  required  by  the  go- 
vernor, deliver  to  liim  an  account  of  all  goods,  stores,  provisions 
ammunition,  cannon  with  their  appendages,  and  small  arms,  with 
their  accoutrements, and  of  all  other  public  property.,  whatever, 
under  their  care  respectively  ; distinguishing'  the  quantity,  num- 
ber, quality,  and  kind  of  each,  as  particularly  as  may  be : toge- 
ther with  the  condition  of  such  forts  and  garrisons.  And  the  said 
commanding  officer  shall  exhibit  to  the  governor,  when  required 
by  hi  m,  true  and  exact  plans  of  such  torts,  and  of  the  land  and  sea, 
harbor,  or  harbors,  adjacent. 

And  the  said  boards  and  all  public  officers  shall  communicate  to 
the  governor,  as  soon  as  may  be.  after  receiving  the  same,  all  des- 
patches and  intelligence  of  a public  nature,  which  shall  be  directed 
to  them,  respectively. 

XIII.  As  the  public  good  requires  that  the  governor  should  not 
be  under  the  undue,  influence  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  general 
court,  by  a' dependence,  on  them  for  Ins  support ; that  he  should  in 
all  cases  act.  with  freedom,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  ; that  he 
should  not  have  his  attention  necessarily  diverted  from  that  object 
to  his  private  concerns  : and  that  he  should  maintain  the  dignity 
of  the  commonwealth,  in  the  character  of  its  chief  magistrate— it. 
isniecessary  that  he  should  have  an  Honorable  stated  salary  of  a 
fixed  and  permanent  value,  amply  sufficient  for  those  purposes, 
and  established  by  standing  law  s : "and  it  shall  be  among  the  first 
acts  of  the  general  court,  after  the  commencement  of  this  consti- 
tution, to  establish  such  salary  bylaw  accordingly. 

Permanent,  and  honorable  salaries  shall  also  be  established  by 
law  for  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court. 

And  if  it  shall  be  found  that  any  of  the  salaries  aforesaid,  so  esta- 
blished, are  insufficient,  they  shall  from  time  to  time,  be  enlarged, 
as  the  general  eourt  shall  judge  proper. 

CHAP.  TT.  SEC.  IT. Li ETJ'TK'Tf ANT  GOVERNOR. 

Art.  I.  There  shall  he  annually  elected  a lieutenant  governor  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  whose  title  shall  be,  Hix 
Honor , and  who  shall  be  qualified  in  point  of  religion,  property  and 
residence  in  the  common veahlu in  the  same  manner  with  the  go- 
vernor.; and  the  day  .and  manner  of  his- election,  and  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  electors,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  required  hi  the  elec- 
tion of  a governor.  The  return  of  the. -rotes  for  this  officer,  and 
the  declaration  of  his  election,  shall  be  in  the  same  manner  ; and 
if  no  one  person  shall  be  found  u>  have  a majority  of  all  the  votes 
returned,  the  vacancy  shall  filled  by  the"  senate  and  Imuse  of 
representatives,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  governor  is  to  he  elect- 
ed, in  case  no  one  person  shall  have  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
people  to 'be  governor. 

It.  The  governor,  and  in  his  absence,  the  lieutenant  governor, 
shall  be  the  president  of  the  council  ; hyt  shall  have  no  vote  in 
council:  and  tin- liemenaut-govertior  snail  always  be  a member 
of.  the  council,  except  when  the  chair  ol  the  governor  shall  be 
vacant. 

III.  Whenever  the  chair  of  the  governor  shall  be  vacant  bv  rea- 
son of  his  death.  or  absents-  fit) in  the  commonwealth  or  other- 
wise, the  lieutenant-governor  for  the  time  being-,  shall,  during  such 
vacancy  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  the  governor  and 
shall  have  anti  exercise  ail  the  power  and' authorities,’  which  by 
this  constitution,  the  governor  is  vested  with  when  personally 
present. 

CHAP.  11.  SEC.  III. — CQTTXCIX.  AND  THE  WANNER.  OF  SET- 
TIAXe  ELECTIONS  BY  THE  LEG  TSLATVRE. 

Art.  I.  There  shall  be  a counc-ii,  for  advising’  the  governor  in 
the  executive  part  of  government;  to  consist  of-nine  p«  rsohs,  besides 
the  lieutenant  governor ; whom  the  governor,  for  the-  time  b>  id->'. 
shall  have  full  power  and  nut hority,  from  time  to  time,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, to  assemble  and  call  together:  and  the  governor,  with  tin 
said  counsellors,  or  five,  of  them  at  I ast,  shall  and.  may,  from  time 
to  time,  bold  and  keep  a council,  f'uf  the  ordering  and  directing 
the  xtfairs  of  the  common  weald),  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
land. 

II.  Nine  counsellors  shall  be  rffinnally  chosen  from  among  the 
Persons  return!  d for  the  counsellors  and  senators,  on  the  last  Wed- 
nesday in  May,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  representa- 


tives assembled  in  one  room  ;.and  in  case  there  shall  hot  lie  found 
upon  the  first  choice,  the  whole  number  of  nine  persons,  who 
w ill  accept  a seat  in  the  council,  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up 
by  the  electors  aforesaid  irum  among  the  people  at  large;  and  the 
number  ol  senators  left  shall  constitute  the  the  senate  for  the  year. 
Tin-  seats  of  the  persons  thus  elected  from  the  senate,  and  accept- 
ing the  trust,  shall  he-  vacated  in  the  senat*-. 

III.  The  counsellors-,  in  the  arrangements  of  the  commonweal'll, 
shall  have  rank,  next  alter  the  lieutenant-governor. 

IV.  Not  more  than  two  counsellors  shall  be  chosen  out  of  any 
one  district  of  this  commonwealth. 

V.  The  resolutions  and  advice  of  the  council  shall  be  recorded 
in  a register,  and  signed  by  the  members  present:  and  this  record 
may  be  called  far  at  any  trine  by  either  house  of  the  legislature ; and 
any  member  of  the  council  may  insert  his  opinion,  contrary  to  the 
resolution  of  the  majority. 

VI.  Whenever  the  office  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-gov r?r- 
nor  shall  be  vacant,  by  reason  of  death,  absence  or  otherwise,  then 
the  council,  or  the  major  part?  of  them,  shall,  during  sucli  vacancy, 
have  lull  power  and  authority  to  do- and  execute  all  and  every  such 
acts,  matters  and  things,  as  the  governor  or  lieutenant-gm  ernor 
might  or  could,  by  virtue  of  this  constitution,  do  or  execute,  if  they 
or  either  of  them,  were  personally’  present. 

VII.  And  whereas,  the  elections  appointed  tor  lie.  made  by  this 
constitution,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May.  annually,  by  the  two 
houses  of  the  legislature,  may  not  be  completed  on  that  day,  the 
said  elections  maybe  adjourned, from  day  today,  until  tht  same 
shall  he  completed.  And  the  order  of  election  shall  be  as  follows: 
the  vacancies  in  the  senate,  if  any, shall  first  be  filled  up  ; the  go- 
vernor and  lieutenant-governor  shall  then  be  elected,  provided 
there  shall  be  no  choice  of  them  by  the  people  ; and  afterw  ards 
the  two  houses  shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  tlie  council. 

chap.  ir.  sec.  iv.- — Secretary,  Treasurer,  Commis- 
sary, a c, 

Art.  I.  Tlie  secretary,  treasurer,  and  receiver-general,  and  the 
Commissary-general,  notaries  public,  and  naval  officers,  shall  be 
chosen  annually,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  senator  taiul  representatives’ 
in  one  room .;  and  that  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  may  he 
assured  from  time  to  time,  that  the  monies,  remaining  in  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  upon  the  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  public  ac- 
counts, are  their  property,  no  man  shall  be  eligible  as  treasurer  and 
receiver-general,  more  than  live  years  successively. 

II,  The  records  of  the  commonwealth  shall  be  kept  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary,  who  may  appoint  his  deputies, for  whose  conduct, 
he  shall  be  accountable : and  he  shall  attend  the  governor  and 
'council,  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in  person,  or  by 
Ills  deputies,  as  they  shall  respectively  require. 

chap.  in. — judiciary  power. 

Art.  I.  The  tenure,  that  all  commission  officers,  shall  bylaw 
have  in  their  offices,  shall  be  expressed  in  their  respective  commis- 
sions, all  judicial  officers,  duly  appointed,  commissioned  and  sworn, 
shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,' excepting  such  con- 
cerning whotfi  there  is. different  provision  made  in  this  constitu- 
tion ; provided  nevertheless,  the  governor,  with  consent  of  the 
council,  may  remove  them  upon  the  address  of  both  houses  of  the 
legislature. 

II.  Each  branch  of  the  legislature,  as  well  as  the  governor  and 
council,  shall  have  authority,  to  require  the  opinions  of  the  justices 
of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  upon  important  questions  of  law, 
and  upon  solemn  occasions. 

III.  In  order  that  the  people  may  not  suffer  from  the  long  con- 
tinuance hi  place,  of  any  justice  of  the  peace,  who  shall  fail  of  dis- 
charging the  important  duties  of  his  office  with  ability  or  fidelity, 
all  commissions  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall  expire  and  become 
void,  in  the  term  of  seven  yean  ij-oiri  their  respective  dates;  and 
upon  the  expiration  of  any  commission,  the  same  may,  if  necessa- 
ry, be  renewed,  or  anotln  r person  appointed,  as  shall  most  conduce 
to  tin*  well-bgiug  of  the  commonwealth. 

IV.  The  judges  of  probates  of  wills,  and  for  granting  Utters  of  ad- 
ministration, shall  hol'd  their  courts  at  s-uch  place  or  place-.;  on  fixed 
days,  as  the  convenience  of  the  people  shall  require.  And  tin-  legisla 
tun-  shall,  from  time  to  time,  hereafter  appoint  such  times  and 
places  ; until  which  appointments,  the  said  com  is  shall  he  holden  at 
-the  times  and  places,  which  the  respective  judges  shall  direct. 

V.  All  causes  of  marriage,  divorce,  and  alimony,  and  all  appeals 
from  the  judges  of  probate,  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  the 
governor  and  council,  until  the  legislature  shall,  by  law,  make  other 
provision. 

CHAR.  TV.— RELEGATES  TO  CONGRESS. 

The  delegates  of  this  commonwealth  to  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States,  shall,  sometime  in  the  month  of  June  annually,  be  elected 
by  Joint  ballot  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  assembled 
together  in  one  room  ; to  serve  in  congress  for  one  year,  to  com- 
mence on  the,  first  Monday  in  November  then  next  ensuing.  'I  hey 
shall  have  coin  missions,  under  tlie  hand  of  the  governor,  and  the 
great  seal  of  the  commonwealth  ; but  may  be  recalled  at  anytime 
within  the  year,  and  others  chosen  and  commissioned  in  the  same 
manner,  in  their  stead. 

•chap.  r. — The  University  at  Cambridge,  and  encou- 
ragement of  Literature,  &c. 

SECT.  THE  TN.IYE.I1.S1TY. 

Art.  T.  Whereas  our  wise. and  pious  ancestors,  so  early  as  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-six,  laid  the  foundation 
of  Harvard  College;  in  which  university  many  persons  of  great 
eminence,  have,  by.  the  bless] tig  .of  God,,  been  initiated  in  those 
arts  and  sciences,  which  qualified  them  for  public  employments, 
both  in  c-lmre-h  and  state  : and  whereas  the  encouragement  of  arts 
and  sciences,  and  all  good  literature,  tends  to  tlie  honor  of  God, 
the  advantage  of  the  Christian  religion,  and.  the  great  benefit  of  this 
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and  the  other  United  States  of  America  ; it  is  declared,  that  the 
president  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in  their  corporate  capa- 
city, and  their  successors  in  that  capacity,  their  officers  and  ser- 
vants, shall  have,  hold,  use,  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  powers,  au- 
thorities, rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  franchises, 
which  they  now  have,  or  are  entitled  to  have,  hold,  use,  exercise 
and  enjoy  : and  the  same  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  unto 
them,  the  said  president  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their 
successors,  and  to  their  officers  and  servants,  respectively,  tbrever. 

II.  And  whereas  there  have  been,  at  sundry  times,  by  divers  per- 
sons, gifts,  grants,  devises  of  houses,  lands,  tenements,  goods,  chat- 
ties. legacies  and  conveyances,  heretofore  made,  either  to  Harvard 
College,  in  Cambridge,  in  New-England,  or  to  the  president  and 
fellows  ofHarvard  College,  or  to  the  said  College,  by  some  other 
description,  under  several  charges  successively — it  is  declared,  that 
all  the  said  gifts,  grants,  devises,  legacies,  and  conveyances,  are 
hereby  forever  continued,  unto  the  president  and  fellows  of  Har- 
vard College,  and  to  their  successors  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  donor  or  donors, 
grantor  or  grantors,  devisor  or  devisors. 

III.  And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  general  court  of  the  colony  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-two,  the  governor  and  deputy  governor,  for  the  time  being, 
and  all  the  magistrates  of  that  jurisdiction,  were,  with  the  presi- 
dent, and  a number  of  the  clergy  in  the  said  act  described,  consti- 
tuted the  overseers  ofHarvard  College— and  it  being  necessary,  in 
this  new  constitution  of  government,  to  ascertain,  who  shall  be 
deemed  successors  to  the  said  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  ma- 
gistrates—it  is  declared,  that  the  governor,  lieutenant  governor, 
council  and  senate  of  this  commonwealth,  are,  and  shall  he  dednied 
their  successors ",  who,  with  rhe  president  of  Harvard  College,  for 
the  time  being,  together  with  the  ministers  of  the  congregational 
churches,  in  the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Watertown,  Charlestown, 
Boston,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchester,  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are,  vested  with  ail  the  powers  and  authority  be- 
longing, or  in  any  way  appertaining,  to  the  overseers  ofHarvard 
College:  provitkd,  that  nothing  herein  shall  lie  construed  to  pre- 
vent the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth,  from  making  such  alte- 
rations in  the  government,  of  the  said  university,  as  shall  be  condu- 
cive to  its  advantage,  and  the  interest  of  the  republic  of  letters, 
in  as  full  a manner,  as  might  have  been  done  by.  the  legislature  of 
the  lute  province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

chap.  y. — SECT.  II. 


the  obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration  or  affirmation;  and  that  i 
do  make  this  acknowledgement,  profession,  testimoiiy„declaratjiin 
denial,  renunciation  and  abjuration,  ln  artily  and  truly,  according 
to  the  common  meaning  and  acceptation  of  the  foregoing  words, 
without  any  equivocation,  mental  evasion,  or  secret  reservation 
whatsoever,  bo  help  me  God.” 

“I,  A.  B.do  solemnly  swear  and  affirm,  that  I will  faithfully  and 
impartially  discharge  and  perform  aU  the  duties  incumbent  on  me 
as  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  and  un- 

derstanding, agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth.  So  help  me  God.” 

Provided  always,  that  when  any  person  chosen  or  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  of  the  denomination  of  the  people  called  Quak- 
ers, and  shall  decline  taking  the  said  oaths*  he  shall  make  his  af- 
firmation in  the  foregoing  form,  and  subscribe  the  same,  omitting 
the  words, ‘2  do  swcarj*and  abjure,' ‘oath]  ‘ and  abjuration,'  m the 
first  oath  ; and  in  the  second  oath  the  words, ‘ttuear  and and  in 
each  of  them  the  words  ‘So  hcl/>  me  God;'  subjoining  in  stead  there- 
of, ‘ This  I do  under  the  /tains  and  penalties  of  perjury ' 

And  the  said  oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed, 
by  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counsellors,  before  the 
president  of  the  senate,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  houses  of  assem- 
bly ; and  by  the  senators  and  repre  sentatives  first  elected  under  this 
constitution,  before  the  president  and  live  of  the  council,  of  the 
former  constitution  ; and,  forever  afterwards,  before  the  governor 
and  council  lor  the  time  being;  and  by  the  residue  of  the  officers 
aforesaid,  before  such  persons,  as  from  time  to  time  shall  be  pre 
scribed  by  the  legislature. 

II.  No  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or  judge  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  shall  hold  any  other  office  or  place  under  the  authori- 
ty of  tlfis  commonwealth,  except  such  as  by  this  constitution  they 
are  admitted  to  hold,  saving  that  the  judges  of  the  said  court  may 
hold  the  offices  ofjustices  of  the  peace  throughout  the  state;  nor 
shall  they  hold  any  other  place  or  office;  or  receive  any  pension  or 
salary,  from  any  other  state  or  government,  or  power,  whatever. 

No  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding  or  exercising,  at  the  same 
time,  more  than  one  of  the  following  offices  within  this  state,  viz. 
Judge  of  probate,  sheriff,  register  of  probate,  or  register  of  deeds  : 
and  never  more  than  any  two  offices,  which  are  to  be  held  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  governor,  or  the  governor  and  council,  or  the  se- 
nate, or  the  house  of  representatives,  or  by  the  election  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  state  at  large,  or  of  the  people  of  any  county,  (inilitarv 
officer  and  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  excepted ) shall  be  held 


The  encouragement  of  Literature. 

Wisdom  and  knowledge,  as  well  as  virtue,  diffused  generally 
among  the  body  of  the  people,  being  necessary  for  the  preservation 
Of  their  rights  and  liberties  : and  as  these  depend  on  spreading  the 
opportunities  and  advantages  of  education,  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  country,  and  among  the  different  orders  of  the  people,  it  shall 
. be  the  duty  of  the  legislatures  and  magistrates,  in  all  future  periods 
Of this  commonwealth,  to  cherish  the  interest  of  literature  and  the 
sciences,  and  all  seminaries  of  them  ; especially  the  university  at 
Cambridge,  public  schools  and  grammar  schools  in  the  towns  ; to 
encourage  private  societies  and  puhlic  institutions,  by  rewards 
and  immunities,  lor  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  sciences, 
commerce,  trades,  manufactures,  and  a natural  liistory  of  the  coun- 
try ; to  countenance  and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
general  benevolence,  public  and  private  charity, industry  ancl  fru- 
gality, honesty  and  punctuality  in  their  dealings  ; sincerity,  good 
humor,  and  all  social  affections  and  generous  sentiments  among 
the  people. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Oatte  and  subscriptions ; incompatibility  of  and  exclusions  from 
offices  ; pecuniary  qualifications ; commissions  ; writs  ; conjirma- 
t ion  oj  laws  ; habeas  corpus ; the  enacting  stile  ; continuance  of 
officers;  provision  Jor  a future  revisal  oft  he  constitution,  &r. 
Art.  I.  Any  person,  chosen  governor,  or  lieutenant  governor, 
counsellor,  senator,  or  representative,  and  accepting  the  trust, 
shall,  before  he  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  place  or  office, 
take,  make  and  subscribe  the  following  declaration,  \ iy,  • 

“I, A* B*  do  declare,  that  1 believe  the  Christian  religion, and  have 
a nrm  persuasion  of  its  truth  ; and  that  I am  s.izedaud  possessed, 
in  my  own  right,  of  the  property,  required  hv  the  constitution,  as 
one  qualification  for  the  office  or  place  to  which  I am  ejected.” 

And  the  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  and  counsellors,  shall 
make  and  subscribe  the  said  declaration,  in  the  presence  of  the  two 
houses  of  assembly;  and  the  senators  and  representatives  first 
faeeted .umler  this  constitution,  before  the  president  and  five  of  the 
council  of  the  former  constitution  ; and,  forever  afterwards,  before 
the  governor  and  council  for  the  time  being. 

And  every  person,  chosen  to  either  of  the  places  or  offices  afore- 
said, as  also  any  person,  appointed  or  commissioned  to  any  judicial, 
executive,  military,  or  other  office  under  the  government,  shall,  be- 
fore he  enter  on  the  discharge  of  the  business  of  his  place  or  office, 
takeand^bsenbe  the  following  declaration,  and  oaths  or  aftirma- 

“A  A!  d°  VUly  and  s‘neerely  acknowledge,  profess,  testify, 
1 r c»m,n®nweaUh  of  Massachusetts  is,  and  of 
•right  ought  to  he,  a free,  sovereign  ami  independent  state  ; and  I 
do  swear,  that  I will  bear ; true  fhitii  and  allegiance  to  the  said  com- 
monwealth, and  that  I will  defend  the  same  against  traitorous  eon- 
.{made.,  and  all  hostile  attempt,  wbatsoeve^^anifthat^llto^re- 
nounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance,  subjection  and  obedience,  to  the 
kjpg,  queen  or  government  of  Great"  Britain,  tTk  ^may  bc, 
and  every  other  foreign  power  whatsoever.  And  that  no  foreign 


by  one  person.  • . 

No  person,  holding  the  office  of  judge  of  the  supreme  judicial 
court,  secretary,  attorney-general,  solicitor-general,  treasurer  or 
receiver-general,  judge  of  probate,  commissary-general ; president, 
professor,  or  instructor  of  Harvard  College  ; sheriff,  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  register  of  probate,  register  of  deeds,  clerk 
of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  clerk  oi‘  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas,  or  officer  of  the  customs,  (including  in  this  description  naval 
officers)  shall  at  the  same  time  have  a seat  in  the  senate  or  house  of 
representatives ; but  tlieir  being  chosen  or  appointed  to,  and  accept- 
ing the  same,  shall  operate  as  a resignation  of  their  seat  in  the  se- 
nate or  house  of  representatives : and  the  place  so  vacated  shall  be 
rilled  up.  . . 

And  the  same  rule  shall  take  place  incase  any  judge  of  the  said 
supreme  judicial  court,  or  judge  of  probate,  shall  accept  a seat  in 
council ; or  any  counsellor  shall  accept  of  either  of  those  offices 
or  places.  . ...  . , . . 

And  no  person  shall  ever  he  admitted  to  hold  a seat  in  the  legis 
lature,  or  any  office  of  trust  or  importance  under  the  government 
of  this  commonwealth,  who  shall,  in  the  due  course  of  law,  have 
been  convicted  of  bribery,  or  corruption  in  obtaining  an  election 
>r  appointment. 

III.  In  all  cases  where  sums  of  money  are  mentioned  m tins 
constitution,  the  value  thereof  shall  be  computed  in  silver,  at  six 
shillings  and  eight  pence  per  ounce;  and  it  shall  be  in  the  power 
of  the  legislature,  from  time  to  time,  to  increase  such  qualifications, 
as  to  property,  of  the  persons  to  be  elected  into  ofi^cts,  as  the 
circumstances*  of  the  commonwealth  shallrequire. 

IV.  All  commissions  shall  lie  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  ot 
Massachusetts,  signed  by  the  governor,  and  attested  by  the  secre- 
ary  or  his  deputy,  and  have  the  great  seal  of  the  commonwealth 

affixed  thereto.  _ _ , 

V.  All  writs  issuing  out  of  the  clerk’s  office,  in  any  oi  the  courts 

of  law,  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts ; they  shall  be  under  the  seal  of  the  court  from  whence  they 
issue ; they  shall  bear  test  of  the  first  justice  of  the  court,  to  v\  Inch 
they  shall  be  returnable  (who  is  not  a party)  and  be  signed  bj  the 
clerk  of  such  court.  , , 

VI.  All  tie  laws  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  Used,  and 
approved  of  in  the  province,  colony,  or  state  of  Massachusetts-Bav, 
and  usually  practised  on  in  tiie  courts  ot  law,  shall  still  remain  ani 
be  in  full  force,  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legislature  : sued 
parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
contained  in  this  constitution. 

VII.  The  privilege  and  benefit  of  tbe  writ  of  habeas  corpus  sliaii 
be  enjoyed  in  this  commonwealth  in  the  most  free,  easy,  cheap,  ex- 
peditious and  ample  manner;  and  shall  not  be  suspended  byjtlie 
egislature,  except  upon  the  most  urgent  and  pressing  Occasions, 
and  for  a limited  time  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 

VIII.  The  enacting  style,  in  making  and  passing  all  acts,  sta- 
tutes, and  laws,  shall  be,  “Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives , in  general  court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  oj 
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until  other  persons  shall  be  appointed  in  their  stead : and  all 
courts  of  law  shall  proceed  in' the  execution  of  the  business  of 
their  respective  departments  : :>ml  all  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive officers,  bodies,  and  powers,  shall  continue  in  full  force  in  the 
enjoyment  and  exercise  of  all  their  trusts,  employment  and  autho- 
rity until  the  general  court,  and  the  supreme  and  executive  of- 
ficers, under  this  constitution,  are  designated  and  invested  with 
their  respective  trusts,  powers,  and  authority. 

X.  In  order  the  more  effectually  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the" 
constitution,  and  correct  those  violations  which  by  any  means  may- 
be made  therein,  as  well  as  to  form  such  alterations  as  from  expe- 
rience shall  be  found  necessary,  the  general  court,  which  shall  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  shall  issue  precepts  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  and 
to  the  assessors  of  the  unincorporated  plantations,  directing  them 
to  convene  the  qualified  voters  of  their  respective  towns  and  plan- 
tations, for  the  purpose  of  collecting  their  sentiments,  on  the  ne-. 
Cessity  or  expediency  of  revising  the  constitution  in  order  to  amend- 
ments. 

And  if  it  shall  appear,  by  the  returns  made,  that  two-thirds  of 
the  qualified  voters  throughout  the  state,  who  shall  assemble  and 
vote  in  consequence  of  the  said  precepts,  are  in  favor  of  such  revi- 
sion or  amendment,  the  general  court  shall  issue  precepts,  or  di- 
rect  them  to  be  issued'from  the  secretary’s  office,  to  the  several 
towns,  to  elect  delegates  to  meet  in  convention,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

' The  said  delegates  to  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner  and  pro- 
portion, as  their  representatives,  in  the  second  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, are  by  this  constitution  to  be  chosen. 

XI.  This  form  of  government  shall  he  enrolled  on  parchment 
and  deposited  in  the  secretary’s  office,  and  be  apart  of  the  Jaws 
of"  We  land:  and  printed  copies  thereof  shall  he  prefixed  to  the 
hook  containing  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  in  all  future  edi- 
tions of  the  said  laws. 

JAMES  BOWDOIN,  President. 
Attest,  SAMUEL  BARRETT,  Secretary. 


The  Algerine  War. 

The  hostile  disposition  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers  to- 
wards the  United  States,  has  been  known  here  for 
some  time.  On  this  subject  we  have  been  obligingly 
favoured  with  the  following  copy  of  a letter  from 
Mr.  Lear  to  the  American  consul  at  Gibraltar.  This 
letter  contains  a more  particular  account  of  the  af- 
fair, than  we  have  before  seen. — JYew  York  paper. 

On  board  the  ship  Alleghany, 

At  sea,  July  25,  1812.  5 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the 
17th  of  this  month  the  ship  Alleghany,  Ebenezer 
Evelern,  master,  arrived  at  Algiers  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  a cargo  of  naval  and  military  stores 
for  the  regency,  in  fulfillment  of  treaty  stipulations  ;- 
and  that  on  the  20th  inst.  when  they  had  begun  to 
discharge  the  cargo,  I received  a message  from  the 
Dey,  informing  me,  that  he  would  not  receive  the 
same,  saying,  that  the  articles  were  not  such  in  quan- 
tity or  quality  as  he  expected,  and  that  the  ship 
should  leave  the  regency  immediately,  with  myself 
and  all  other  American  citizens  in  Algiers.  Every 
proper  measure  was  taken  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  this  order,  and  to  restore  the  former  good  under- 
standing, but  without  effect,  and  I left  Algiers  this 
morning,  in  the  ship  Alleghany  with  my  family  and 
all  other  citizens  of  the  United  States'  then  in  Al- 
giers. 

This  act  bears  such  evident  marks  of  hostility  on 
the  part  of  Algiers, towards  the  United  States,  ' that 
X embrace  the  first  moment  to  communicate  the  same 
to  all  the  consuls  of  the  United 'States  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, that  the  same  may  be  made  known,  with- 
out delay,  to  all  commanders  of  American  vessels 
in  this  sea,  and  others'  concerned  that  they  may  be 
on  their  guard,  and  sac  are'  themselve's  and  thei  r Ves- 
sels as  effectually  as  possible-against  the  dangers  of 
capture.  I therefore  request  that  you  will  give  this 
notice  to  all  commanders  of  American  vessels  and 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  yowv  district, 
and  forward  the  same  .to  all  ports  and  places  in  the 
sea,  w.th  which  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
communicating,  and  where  it  is  likely  any  American 
vessel  may  be  found. 

On  the  13th  inst.  a squadron  of  cruizers  sailed 
from  Algiers  to  the  Eastward,  consisting  of  5 fri- 


,j  gates,  3 corvetts,  2 brigs,  1 xcbeck,  1 schr.  1 row- 
galley  and  6 gun-b.oats,  and  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  they  had  orders  to  capture  American 
vessels. 

I shall  proceed  to  Gibraltar,  where  I shall  proba- 
ble remain  until  I can  communicate  this  intelligence 
to  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  or  learn  something 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Algerines  towards  our  vessels. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  TOBIAS  LEAK- 

Mr.  Lear  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  on  the 
5tli  of  August. 


Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton, 

The  following  has  lately  appeared  in  a Virginia  paper. 

Mr.  Davis — During  the  last  session  in  which  Mr. 
Pickering  was  a member  of  the  senate,  I was  per- 
mitted to  copy,  from  the  original,  the  following  Id- 
ler. I was  desirous  of  publishing  it  at  the  time  ; but 
Mr.  Pickering  observed,  that  he  should  probably 
give  it  to  the  public,  with  other  matter  he  was  pre- 
paring for  the  press,  the  next  summer. : — 

I consider  it  important  that  this  letter  should  no 
longer  remain  generally  unknown : and  I presume 
col.  Pickering  can  now  have  no  objections  to  its  pub- 
lication. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JPeto-York,  Sept.  16,  1803. 

Mr  dp. a it  sin,— -I  will  make  no  apology  for  my  de- 
lay in  answering  your  enquiry  some  time  since  made, 
because  I could  offer  none  which  would  satisfy  my- 
self—I pray  you  only  to  believe  that  it  proceeded 
from  any  thing  rather  than  want  of  respect  or  regard 
— I shall  now  comply  with  your  request. 

The  highest  toned  propositions  which  I made  in 
the  convention  were  for  a president,  senate  and  judg- 
es, during  good  behaviour  ; a house  of  representa- 
tives for  three  years.  Though  I would  have  enlarged 
the  legislative  power  of  the  general  government,  yet 
I never  contemplated  the  abolition  of  the  state  go- 
vernments ; but  on  the  contrary,  they  were,  in  some 
particulars,  constituent  parts  of  my  plan. 

This  plan  was,  in  my  conception,  conformable  with 
the  strict  theory  of  a government  purely  republican  ; 
the  essential  criteria  of  which  are,  that  the  principal 
organs  of  the  executive  and  legislative  departments, 
be  elected  by  the  people,  and  hold  the  the  offices  by 
a responsible  and  temporary  or  defeasible  nature. 

A vote  was  taken  on  the  proposition  respecting 
the  executive.  Five  states  were  in  favor  of  it ; among 
these  Virginia ; and  though  from  the  manner  of  vot- 
ing by  delegations,  individuals  were  not  distinguish- 
ed ; it  was  morally  certain,  from  the  known  situa 
tion  of*  the  Virginia  members  (six  in  number,  two 
of  them  Mason  and  Randolph  professing  popular 
doctrines)  that  Madison  must  have  concurred  in  the 
vote  of  Virginia — Thus,  if  I sinned  against  repub- 
licanism, Mr.  Madison  is  not  less  guilty. 

I may  truly  then  say  that  I never  proposed  either  a 
president  or  senate  for  life,  and  that  I neither  recom- 
mended nor  meditated  the  annihilation  of  the  state 
governments. 

And  I may  add,  that  in  a course  of  the  discussions 
in  the  convention,  neither  the  propositions  thrown 
out  for  debate,  nor  even  those  voted  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  deliberation,  were  considered  as  evidences 
of  a definitive  opinion  in  the  proposer  or  voter.  It 
appeared  to  be  in  some  sort  understood,  that,  with 
a view  to  free  investigation,  experimental  proposi- 
tions might  be  made,  which  were  to  be  received 
merely  as  suggestions  for  consideration.  According- 
ly it  is  a fact,'  that  my  final  opinion  was  against  an 
executive  during  good  behavior,  on  account  qf  the 
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increased  danger  to  the  public  tranquility  incident 
to  the  election  of  a magistrate  of  his  degree  of  per- 
manency. In  the  place  of  a constitution  which  I 
drew  up  while  the  convention  was  sitting,  and  which 
1 communicated  to  Mr.  Madison  about  the  close  of 
it,  perhaps  a day  or  two  afteV,  the  office  of  presi- 
dent has  no  longer  duration  than  for  three  years. 

This  plan  was  predicated  upon  these  bases  : 

1.  That  the  political  principles  of  the  people  of 
this  country  would  endure  nothing  but  a republican 
government.  2.  That  in  the  actual  situation  of  the 
country,  it  was  itself  right  and  proper  that  the  re- 
publican theory  should  have  a fair  and  full  trial — 
3.  That,  to  such  a trial  it  was  essential  that  the  go- 
vernment should  be  so  constructed  as  to  give  at  all 
the  energy  and  the  stability  reconcileable  with  the 
principles  of  that  theory. These  were  the  ge- 

nuine sentiments  of  my  heart,  and  upon  them  I then 
acted. 

I sincerely  hope  that  it  may  not  hereafter  be  disco- 
vered, that  through  want  of  sufficient  attention  to 
the  last  idea,  the  experiment  of  republican  govern- 
ment, even  in  this  country,  has  not  been  as  complete 
as  satisfactory,  and  as  decisive,  as  could  be  wished. 

Very  truly,  dear  sir. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

A.  HAMILTON. 

Timothy  Pickering , Esq. 


Lord  Castlereagh. 

This  personage  is  distinguished  for  his  attachment 
to  “illustrious  house  of  Brunswick,” and  is  equally 
memorable  for  his  crimes  and  peijuries.  The  crea- 
ture has  labored  to  some  purpose  as  the  following 
list  of  offices  will  shew,  taken  from  a London  pa- 
per of  January  1809. 

1.  Lord  Castlereagh.  Secretary  of  state,  of  6, 000 

a year. 

2.  Brigadier-gen.  Stuart , (brother  of  lord  Castle- 

reagh) under  secretary  of  state,  £ 2,000  a 
year. 

3.  Same  person. — Gen.  upon  the  Staff ; £ 1,500  a 

year. 

4.  Same  person.— Lieut,  col.  of  a regiment  of  dra- 

goons, £ 500  a year. 

5.  Lord  Henry  Moore  (a  first  cousin  of  lord  Cas- 

tlereagh) joint  muster-master  general  in 
Ireland,  a patent  place,  £ 2,100  a year. 

6.  Mr.  John  Ormsby  Vandeleur  (a  first  cousin  of 

lord  Castlereagh)  commissioner  of  the  excise 
in  Ireland,  £ 1,200  a year. 

7.  Messrs.  John  Staples  and  Thomas  Staples  (first 

cousins  of  lord  Castlereagh)  examinators  of 
the  customs  in  Ireland,  £ 918  a year. 

8 Lord  Henry  Seymour  and  lord  Robert  Seymour, 
(uncles  of  lord  Castlereagh)  prothonotary  in 
the  court  of  King’s  bench  in  Ireland,  £ 12,511 
a year. 

9.  Same  persons — Clerk  of  the  crown  in  the  King’s 
bench  in  Ireland,  £ 247  a year. 

10.  Same  persons. — Filazers  in  the  King’s  bench 

in  Ireland,  £ 1,105  a year. 

11.  Lord  Robert  Sey  mour (\mc\e  of  lord  Castlereagh) 

craner  and  wharfinger  of  the  port  of  Dublin, 
£ 1,930  a year. 

12.  Lord  George  Seymour  (uncle  of  lord  Castle- 

reagh)  commissioner  of  excise  in  England, 
£ 1,500  a year. 

13.  Same  person — Harbour  master  of  the  port  of 

Christiansted,  in  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  about 
£ 1,000  a year. 

14.  Same  person. — Harbour  master  of  the  port  of 

Fredericksted,  in  St,  Croix  ; about'  £ 1,100 
a year. 


15.  Same  person. — Naval  officer  of  the  port  of 

Christiansted,  in  St.  Croix ; about  £ 900  a 
year. 

16.  Same  person. — Naval  officer  of  the  port  of  Fre- 

dericksted, in  St.  Croix ; about  £ 1,000  a 
year. 

17-  Lord  George  Seymour , and  his  son  G.  H Sey- 
mour, 11}  ears  old — The  reversion  of  the  office 
of  Craner  and  Wharfinger  of  the  port  of  Dub- 
lin, valued  at  £ 1,930  a year,  and  now  held, 
as  just  stated,  by  lord  Robert  Seymour. 

Total  amount  to  11  persons,  $168,684  per  annum 
— equal  to  the  salaries  of  the  president,  vice-presi- 
dent, secretaries  of  i.tate,  of  the  treasury,  of  war 
and  of  the  navy,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
and  of  all  the  district  courts,  with  the  pay  of  all  the 
foreign  ministers,  consuls,  and  agents  of  the  United 
States,  and  many  thousand  dollars  to  spare  ! Com- 
ment is  needless.  Let  those  ivho  admire  hasten  to 

enjoy-  __________ 


The  Imperial  family  of  France. 

The  following  list  of  the  Bonaparte  family  may  serve 
to  amuse  some  of  our  readers.  It  is  said  to  be 
extracted  from  a French  work  printed  by  authori- 
ty. Lucien  Bonaparte  is  not  mentioned.  Louis 
retains  the  the  title  of  king  though  he  has  lost  his 

kingdom  [Holland] Josephine,  the  repudiated 

wife  of  the  emperor,  also  has  her  title,  and  is  said 
still  to  be  a great  favorite.  It  is  mournful  to  re- 
flect that  France,  to  purge  herself  of  royalty,  has 
waded  through  oceans  of  blood  to — to  end  in  this 
abomination. 

Napoleon,  was  bom  15th  August,  1769  ; Emperor 
of  the  French,  18th  May,  1804 ; consecrated  and 
crowned  at  Paris  2d  December,  in  the  same  year  ; 
crowned  king  of  Italy  26  May,  1805 ; married  at 
Vienna  7th  March,  1810  ; at  Paris,  5th  April  follow- 
ing, to 

Maria  Louisa,  Archduchess  of  Austria,  horn  12th 
December,  1792,  empress  of  the  French,  queen  of 
Italy. 

Issue  from  this  marriage : — 

Napoleon  Francis  Charles  Joseph,  imperial  prince, 
king  of  Rome,  born  March  20,  1811. 

Joseph  Napoleon,  brother  of  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  born  7th  Jannary  1768  ; king  of  the  Spains 
and  of  the  Indies,  6th  June,  1808  ; a French  prince, 
grand  elector  of  the  empire,  married  1st  August, 
1794,  to. 

Maria  Julia,  queen  of  the  Spains  and  of  the  In- 
dies, 6th  June,  1808  ; born  26th  Dec.  1772. 

Issue  from  this  marriage.: — 

Charlotte  Zenaide  Julie,  Infante,  born  8th  Julv, 
1801. 

Charlotte,  sister  of  the  above  ; an  Infanta,  born 
31st  October,  1802. 

Louis  Napoleon,  king,  brother  of  the  emperor, 
constable  of  the  empire  ; born  2d  September,  1778 ; 
married  2d  January,  1802  to 
Hortensia  Eugenia,  queen,  born  10th  April,  1783. 

Issue from  this  marriage  : — 

Napoleon  Louis,  prince  royal,  born  11th  October, 
1804,  Grand  Duke  of  Berg  and  of  Cleves,  3d  March 
1809. 

Charles  Louis  Napoleon,  brother  of  the  last  men- 
tioned, born  20th  April,  1808. 

Jerome  Napoleon,  brother  of  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  born  12th  November,  1784 ; a French  prince, 
king  of  Westphalia  1st  December,  1807 ; . married 
22d  August,  1807,  to*  Frederica  Catharina  Sophia 
Dorothea,  princess  royal  of  Wurtemberg,  bonv'Slst 
February,  1783,  queen  of  Westphalia. 

• Josephine,  bom  24th  Jhne,  1768,  empress  queen. 
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Marie  Anne  Eliza,  sister  of  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  born  3d  January,  1777,  grand  duchess  of 
Lucca  and  Piombino,  having  the  government -gener- 
al ot  the  department  of  Tuscany,  married  5th  May, 
1797  to  Felix,  prince  of  Lucca  and  ihombino,  born 
13th  May,  1/62. 

Issue  from  this  , marriage  : — 

Napoleon  Eliza,  princess  of  Pjombino,  born  3d 
June,  1806. 

Marie  Pauline,  sister  of  tire  emperor,  born  20th 
Oct.  1780  princess  and  Duchess  of  Guastalia,  30th 
March,  18*06  ; maried  to  his  imperial  highness  the 
Prince  Borghese,  duke  of  Guestalla,  governor  ge- 
neral of  the  department  beyond  the  Alps,  and  in 
that  capacity,  a grand  dignitary  of  the  French  em- 
pire. 

Marie  Annunciade  Caroline,  sister  of  the  emperor, 
queen  of  the  two  Sicilies;  married  to  Joachim  Na- 
poleon, born  the 25th  March,  1771 ; grand  admiral 
ot  the  French  empire,  and  king  of  the  two  Sicilies, 
15th  of  July,  1808. 

Issue  from  the  marriage 

Napoleon  Achille,  prince  royal,  born  20th  January, 
1801. 

Napolean  Lucian  Charles,  his  brother,  born  16th 
M ty,  1803. 

Lzetitia  Joseph,  his  sister,  born  25th  April,  1804. 

Louisa  Julia  Caroline,  her  sister,  born  22d  March, 
1805. 

Maria  Laetitia,  born  ,24tli  August  1750,  mother  of 
the  emperor. 

Eugene  Napoleon,  Viceroy  of  Italy,  prince  of  Ve- 
nice, arch-chancellor  of  state  of  the  empire,  heredi- 
tary prince  of  the  grand  duchy  of  Frankfort,  born 
3d  September,  1780,  married  18th  of  January  1806, 
to  the  princess  Augusta  Amelia  of  Bavaria. 

Issue  from  this  marriage  1 

Augusta  Napoleon,  prince  of  Venice,  bom  8th 
December,  1830, 

Josephine  Maximilienne  Eugenie,  Napoleon,  prin- 
cess of  Bologna,  born,  14th  March  1807. 

Eortense  Eugenie  Napoleon,  her  sister,  born  23d 
December,  1808. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

Monday  last  being  the  time  appointed  by  law  for 
the  second  sitting  of  the  Twelfth  Congress,  Mr. 
Clay,  the  speaker,  took  the  chair  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  12  o’clock,  when  it  appeared  that 
88  members  were  present— 

In  Senate,  only  18  members  were  present — not  a 
quorum.  The  next  day  other  members  appeared, 
and  the  usual  committees  being  appointed  to  inform 
the  President,  that  the  two  houses  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  he  had  to  make — On  Wed- 
nesday, at  12  o’clock,  by  his  private  secretary,  Mr. 
Coles?  he  delivered  the  following 

MESSAGE. 

Fello’-w-citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives, 

On  our  present  meeting  it  is  my  first  duty  to  in- 
vite your  attention  to  the  Providential  favors  which 
our  country  has  experienced,  in  the  unusual  degree 
ot  health  dispensed  to  its  inhabitants,  and  in  the  rich 
abundance  with  which  the  earth  has  rewarded  the 
labors  bestowed  on  it,  In  the  successful  cultivation 
of  other  branches  of  industry,  and  in  the  progress  of 
general  improvement,  favorable  to  the  national  pros- 
perity, there  is  just  occasion,  also,  for  our  mutual 
congratulations  and  thankfulness. 

With  these  blessings  are  necessarily  mingled  the 
pressures  and  vicissitudes  incidental  to'  the  state  of 
War,  into  which  the  United  States  have  been  forced 


by  the  perseverance  of  a foreign  power,  in  its  sys- 
tem of  injustice  and  aggression. 

Previous  to  its  declaration,  it  was  deemed  proper, 
as  a measure  of  precaution  and  forecast,  that  a con- 
siderable force  should  be  placed  in  the  Michigan 
territory,  with  a general  view  to  its  security,  and  in 
the  event  of  war,  to  such  operations  in  the  upper- 
most Canada,  as  would  intercept  the  hostile  influ- 
ence of  Great  Britain  over  the  savages,  obtain  the 
command  of  the  lake  on  which  that  part  of  Canada 
borders, and  maintain  co-operating  relation  with  such 
forces  as  might  be  most  conveniently  employed 

against  other  parts. Brigadier-general  Hull  was 

charged  with  this  provisional  service  ; having  under 
his  command  a body  of  troops,  composed  of  regu- 
lars, and  of  volunteers  from  the  state  of  Ohio.  Having 
reached  his  destination  after  his  knowledge  of  the 
War,  and  possessing  discretionary  authority  to  act 
offensively,  he  passed  into  the  neighboring  territory 
of  the  enemy,  with  a prospect  of  easy  and  victorious 
progress.  The  expedition,  nevertheless,  terminated 
unfortunately,  not  only  in  a retreat  to  the  town  and 
fort  of  Detroit,  but  in  the  surrender  of  both,  and  of 
the  gallant  corps  commanded  by  that  officer.  The 
causes  of  this  painful  reverse  will  be  investigated 
by  a military  tribunal. 

A distinguishing  feature  in  the  operations  which 
preceded  and  followed  this  adverse  event,  is  the  use 
made  by  the  enemy  of  the  merciless  savages  under 
their  influence.  Whilst  the  benevolent  policy  of  the 
United  States  invariably  recommended  peace,  and 
promoted  civilization  among  that  wretched  portion 
of  the  human  race;  and  was  making-  exertions  to 
dissuade  them  from  taking  either  side  in  the  war,  the 
enemy  has  hot  scrupled  to  call  to  his  aid  their  ruth- 
less ferocity,  armed  with  the  horrors  of  those  instru- 
ments of  carnage  and  torture,  which  are  known  to 
spare  neither  age  nor  sex.  In  this  outrage  against 
the  laws  of  honorable  war,  and  against  the  feelings 
sacred  to  humanity,  the  British  commanders  cannot 
resort  to  a plea  of  retaliation  : for  it  is  oommitted  in 
the  face  of  our  example.*  The}-  cannot  mitigate  it 
by  calling  it  a.  self-defence  against  men  in  arms  : for 
it  embraces  the  most  shocking  butcheries  of  defence- 
less families.  Nor  can  it  be  pretended  that  they  are 
not  answerable  for  the  atrocities  perpetrated  ; since 
the  savages  are  employed  with  a knowledge,  and 
even  with  menaces,  that  their  fury  could  not  be  con- 
trouled.  Such  is  the  spectacle  which  the  deputed 
authorities  of  a nation,  boasting  its  religion  and  mo- 
rality, have  not  been  restrained  from  presenting  to 
an  enlightened  age. 

The  misfortune  at  Detroit,  was  not,however,  with- 
out a consoling  effect. It  was  followed  by  signal 

proofs  that  the  national  spirit  rises  according  to  the 
pressure  on  it.  The  loss  of  an  important  post  and  of 
the  brave  men  surrendered  with  it,  inspired  every 
where,  new  ardor  and  determination.  In  the  states 
and  districts  least  remote,  it  was  no  sooner  known, 
than  every  citizen  was  ready  to  fly  with  his  arms,  at 
once  to  protect  his  brethren  against  the  blood  thirst 
ty  savages  let  loose  by  the  enemy  on  an  extensive 
frontier,  and  to  convert  a partial  calamity  into  a 
source  of  invigorated  efforts.  This  patriotic  zeal, 
which  it  was  necessary  rather  to  limit  than  excite, 
has  embodied  an  ample  force  from  the  states  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio,  and  from  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia.  It  is  placed,  with  the  addition  of  a few 
regulars,  under  the  commapdof  brigadier-general 
Harrison,  who  possesses  the  entire  confidence  of  his 
fellow-soldiers,  among  whom  are  citizens,  some  of 
them  volunteers  in  the  ranks,  not  less  distinguished 
by  their  political  stations,  than  by  their  personal  me- 
rits. The  greater  portion  of  this  force  is  proceeding 
on  its  destination  towards  the  Michigan  territory. 
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having  succeeded  in  relieving  an  important  frontier 
P'^tj  and  in  several  incidental  operations  against  hos- 
tile tribes  of  savages,  rendered  indispensable  by  the 
subserviency  into  which  they  had  been  seduced  by 
the  enemy  ; a seduction  the  more  cruel  as  it  could 
not  fail  to  impose  a necessity  of  precautionary  seve- 
rities, against  those  who  yielded  to  it. 

At  a recent  date,  an  attack  was  made  on  a post  of 
the  enemy  near  Niagara,  by  a detachment  of  the  re- 
gular and  other  forces,  under  the.  command  of  ma- 
jor-general Van  Rennsselaer,  of  the  militia  of  the, 
state  of  New-York.  The  attack,  it  appears,  was  or- 
dered in  compliance  with  the  ardor  of  the  troops, 
who  executed  it  with  distinguished  gallantry,  and 
were,  for  a time  victorious  ; but  not  receiving  the 
expected  support,  they  were  compelled  to  yield  to 
reinforcements  of  British  regulars  and  savages.  Our 
loss  has  been  considerable  and  is  deeply  to  be  la- 
mented. That  of  the  enemy,  less  ascertained,  will 
be  the  more  felt,  as  it  includes,  amongst  the  killed, 
flie  commanding  general,  who  was  also  die  governor 
of  the  province  ; aijd  was  sustained  by  veteran  troops, 
from  unexperienced  soldiers,  who  must  daily  im- 
prove in  the  duties  of  the  field. 

Our  expectations  of  gaining  the  command  of  the 
lakes  by  the  invasion  of  Canada  from  Detroit,  having 
been  disappointed,  measures  were  instantly  taken  to 
provide,  on  them,  a'naval  force  superior  to  t hat  of  the 
enemy.  From  the  talents  and  activity  of  the  officer 
charged  with  this  object, every  thing  that  can  be  done, 
maybe  expected.  Should  the  present  season  not  admit 
of  complete  success,  the  progress  made  will  insure 
for  the  next,  a naval  ascendancy,  where  it  is  essential 
to  our  permanent  peace,  and  control  over,  the  sa- 
va£*'es. 

Among  the  incidents  to  the  measures  of  the  war, 
I am  constrained  to  advert  to  the  refusal  of  the  go- 
vernors of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  to  furnish 
the  required  detachments  of  militia  towards  the  de- 
fence of  the  maritime  frontier. — —The  refusal  was 
founded  on  a novel  and  unfortunate  exposition  of  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  relating  to  the  militia. 
The  correspondences  which  will  he  laid  before  you, 
contain  the  requisite  information  on  the  subject.  It 
is  obvious,  that  if  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
to  call  into  service  and  command  the  militia  for  the 
public  defence,  can  be  thus  frustrated, even  in  a state 
of  declared  war,  and  of  course  under  apprehensions 
of  invasion  preceding  war,  they  are  not  one  nation 
for  the  purpose  most  of  all  requiring  it ; and  that  the 
public  safety  may  have  no  other  resource  than  in 
those  large  and  permanent  military  establishments 
which  are  forbidden  by  the  principle  of  our  free  go- 
vernment, and  against  the  necessity  of  which  the  mi- 
litia were  meant  to  he  a constitutional  bulwark. 

On  the  coasts,  on  the  ocean,  the  war  has  been  as 
successful  as  circumstances  inseparable  from  its  ear- 
ly stages  could  promise.  Our  public  ships  and  pri- 
vate cruisers,  by  their  activity,  and  where  there  was 
occasion,  by  their  intrepidity,  have  made  the  ene- 
my sensible  of  the  difference  between  a reciprocity 
of  captures,  and  the  long  confinement  of  them  to 
their  side. Our  trade,  with  little  excep- 

tion, has  safely  reached  our  ports  ; having  been 
much  favored  in  it,  by  the  course  pursued  by  a 
squadron  of  our  frigates  under  the  command  of  com- 
modore Rodgers. And  in  the  instance  in  which 

skill  and  bravery  were  more  particularly  tried  with 
those  of  the  enemy,  the  American  flag’  had  an  aus- 
picious triumph. The  frigate  Constitution,  com- 

manded by  captain  Hull,  after  a close  and  short  en- 
gagement, completely  disabled  and  captured  a Bri- 
tish frigate  ; gaining  for  that  officer  and  all  on  board, 
a praise  which  cannot  be  too  liberally  bestowed ; not 
merely  for  the  victory  actually  achieved,  but  for 


that  prompt  and  cool  exertion  of  commanding  talents 
which,  giving  to  courage  its  highest  character,  and 
to  the  force  applied,  its  full  effect,  prove  that  more 
could  have  been  done,  in  a contest  requiring  more. 

Anxious  to  abridge  the  evils  from  which  a state  of 
war  cannot  be  exempt,  I lost  no  time  after  it  was  de- 
clared, in  conveying  to  the  British  government,  the 
terms  on  which  its  progress  might  he  arrested, with- 
out awaiting  the  delays  of  a formal  and  final  pacifi- 
cation. And  our  charge  d’affaires  at  London,  was, 
at  the  same  time,  authorised  to  -agree  to  an  armistice 
founded  upon  them.  These  terms  required,  that  the 
orders  in  council  should  he  repealed  as  thev  affected 
the  United  States,without  a revival  of  blockades  vio- 
lating acknowledged  rules  that  there  should  be  an 
immediate  discharge  of  American  seamen  from  Bri- 
tish ships, and  a stop  to  impressments  from  American 
ships,  with  an  understanding  that  an  exclusion  of 
the  seamen  of  each  nation,  from  the  ships  of  the 
other,  should  be  stipulated  ; and  that  the  armistice 
should  be  improved  into  a definitive  and  comprehen- 
sive adjustment  of  depending  controversies.  Altho* 
a repeal  of  the  orders,  susceptible  of  explanations 
meeting  the  views  of  this  government,  had  taken 
place  before  this  pacific  advance  had  been  communi- 
cated to  that  of  Great  Britain,  the  advance  was  de- 
clined,from  an  avowed  repugnance  to  a suspension  of 
the  practice  of  impressment  during  the  armistice, 
and  without  any  intimation  that  the  arrangement 
proposed  with  respect  to  seamen,  would  be  accept  ed. 
Whether  the  subsequent  communications  from  this 
government  affording  an  occasion  for  re-considering 
the  subject,  on  the  part  of  G.  Britain,  will  be  viewed 
in  a more  favorable  light, or  received  in  a more  accom- 
modating spirit,  remains  to  be  known.  It  would  be 
unwise  to  relax  our  measures,  hi  any  respect,  on  a 
presumption -of  such  a result. 

The  documents  from  the  department  of  state, which 
relate  to  this  subject,  will  give  a view  also  of  the 
propositions  for.an  a-  mistice  which  have  been  receiv- 
ed here,  one  of  them  from  the  authorities  at  Halifax 
and  in  Canada,  the  other  from  the  British  govern- 
ment  itself,  through  admiral  Warren and  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  neither  of  them  could  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Our  affairs  with  France  retain  the  posture  which 
they  held  at  my  last  communications  to  you.  Not- 
withstanding the  authorised  expectation  of  an  early 
as  well  as  favorable  issue  to  the  discussions  on  foot ; 
these  have  been  procrastinated  to  the  latest  date. — 
The  only  intervening  occurrence  meriting  attention, 
is  the  promulgation  of  a French  decree,  purporting 
to  be  a definitive  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees. This  proceeding,  altho*  made  the  ground  of 
the  repeal  of  the  British  orders  in  council,  is  ren- 
dered, by  the  time  and  manner  of  it,  liable  to  many 
objections. 

The  final  communications  from  our  special  minis- 
ter to  Denmark,  aff  ord  further  proofs  of  the  good  ef- 
fects of  his  mission,  and  of  the  amicable  disposition 
of  the  Danish  government.  From  Russia  we  have  the 
satisfaction  to  receive  assurances  of  continued  friend- 
ship, and  that  it  will  not  Be  affected -by  the  rupture 
between  the  U.  States  and  G.  Britain.  Sweden  also 
professes  sentiments  favorable  to  the  subsisting  har- 
mony. 

With  the  Barbary  powers,  excepting  that  of  Al- 
giers; our  affairs  remain  on  the  ordinary  footing.-— 
The  consul-general  residing  with  that  regency,  has 
suddenly,  and  without  cause  been  banished,  together 
with  all  the  American  citizens  found  there.  Whe- 
ther this  was  the  transitory  effect  of  capricious  des- 
potism, or  the  first  act  of  pre-determiued'  hostility, 
is  not  ascertained.  Precautions  were  taken  by  the 
consul  on  the  latter  supposition. 
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The  Indian  tribes,  not  under  foreign  instigations, 
remain  at  peace,  and  receive  the  civilising  mentions, 
Which  have  proved  so  beneiicial  to  them. 

With  a view  to  that  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  to  which  our  national  faculties  are  adequate, the 
attention  of  congress  will  be  particularly  drawn  to 
the  insufficiency  of  the  existing  provisions  for  filling 
up  the  existing  establishment.  Such  is  the  happy 
condition  of  our  country,  arising  from  the  facility  of 
subsistence  and  the  high  wages  for  every  species  of 
occupation,  that  notwithstanding  the  augmented  in- 
ducements provided  at  the  last  session,  a partial  suc- 
cess only  has  atteuded  the  recruiting  service.  The 
deficiency  has  teen  necessarily  supplied  during  the 
campaign,  by  other  than  regular  troops,  with  all  the 
inconveniencies  and  expences  incident  to  them.  The 
remedy  lies  in  establishing  more  favorably  for  the 
private  soldier  the  proportion  between  his  recom- 
pense and  the  term  of  his  enlistment.  And  it  is  a 
subject  which  cannot  too  sooner  too  seriously  be  ta- 
ken into  consideration. 

The  same  insufficiency  has  been  experienced  in 
the  provisions  for  volunteers  made  by  an  act  of  the 
last  session.  The  recompense  for  the  service  requir- 
ed in-ih is  case,  is  still  less  attractive  than  in  the 
other.  And  altho’  patriotism  alone  has  sent  into  the 
field  some  valuable  corps  of-  that  description,  those 
alone  who  can  afford  the  sacrifice  can  reasonably  be 
expected  to  yield  to  that  impulse. 

It  will  merit  consideration  also,  whether,  as  auxil- 
iary to  the  security  of  our  frontier,  corps  may  not 
be  advantageously  organized,  with  a restriction  of 
their  services  to  particular  districts  convenient  to 
them.  And  whether  the  local  and  occasional  servi- 
ces of  mariners  and  others  in  the  seaport  towns,  un- 
der a similar  organization,  would  not  be  a provident 
addition  to  the  means  of  their  defence. 

I recommend  a provision  for  an  increase  of  the 
general  officers  of'  the  army,  the  deficiency  of  which 
has  been  illustrated  by  the  number  and  distance  of  se- 
parate commands,  which  the  coarse  of  the  war  and 
the  advantage  of  the  service  have  required. 

And  I cannot  press  too  strongly  on  the  earliest  at- 
tention of  the  legislature,  the  importance  of  the 
staff  establishment ; with  a view  to  render  more  dis- 
tinct and  definite  the  relations  and  responsibilities  of 
its  several  departments.  That  there  is  room  for  im- 
provements which  will  materially  promote  both  eco- 
nomy and  success,  in  what  appertains  to  the  army 
and  the  war,  is  equally  inculcated  by  the  examples 
of  other  countries,  and  by  the  experience  of  our 
own. 

A revision  of  the  militia  laws  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering  them  more  systematic,  and.  better  adapt- 
ing them  to  emergencies  of  the  war,  is  at  this  time 
particularly  desirable. 

Of  the  additional  ships  authorised  to  be  fitted  for 
service,  two  will  be  shortly  ready  to  sail ; a third  is 
uiider  repair,  and  delay  will  be  avoided  in  the  repair 
of  the  residue.  Of  the  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  materials  for  ship  building,  the  greater  part 
has  been  applied  th  that  object,  and  the  purchases 
will  be  continued  with  the  balance. 

The  enterprising  spirit  which  has  characterized 
•r>ur  naval  force,  and  its  success  both  in  restraining- 
insults  and  depredations  on  our  coasts,  and  in  repri- 
sals on  tlic  enemy,  will  not  fail  to  recommend  an  en- 
largement of  it. 

There  being  reason  to  believe  that  the  act  prohibit- 
ing the  acceptance  of  British  licences,  is  not  a suffi- 
cient guard  against  the  use  of  them  for  purposes  fa- 
vorable to  the  interests  and  views  of  the  enemy; 
fiirther  provisions  on  that  subject  are  highly  impor- 
tant, Nor  is  it  less  so,  that  penal  enactments  should 
he  provided  for  cases:  of  corrupt  and  perfidious  in- 


tercourse of  the  enemy  not  amounting  to  treason,  nor 
yet  embraced  by  any  statutory  provisions. 

A considerable  number  of  American  vessels,  which 
were  in  England  when  the  revocation  of  the  orders 
in  council  took  place,  were  laden  with  British  manu- 
factures, under  an  erroneous  impression  that  the  non- 
importation act  would  immediately  cease  to  operate, 
and  have  arrived  in  the  United  States.  It  did  not 
appear  proper  to  exercise,  on  unforsecn  cases  of  such 
magnitude,  the  ordinary  powers  vested  in  the  trea- 
sury department  to  mitigate  forfeitures,  without  pre- 
viously affording  to  congress  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing on  the  subject  such  provision  as  they  may  think 
proper.  In  their  decision  they  will  doubtless  equally 
consult  what  is  due  to  equitable  considerations  and 
to  the  public  interest. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury,  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  have  exceeded 
sixteen  millions  and  a half  of  dollars  : which  have 
been  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  demands  of  the  trea- 
sury to  that  day,  including-  a necessary  reimburse- 
ment of  near  three  millions  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt.  In  these  receipts  is  included  a sum  of 
near  $5,850,000,  received  on  account  of  the  loans 
authorised  by  the  acts  of  last  session  : the  whole  sum 
actually  obtained  on  loan  amounts  to  eleven  millions 
of  dollars,  the  residue  of  which,  being  receivable 
subsequent  to  the  30th  September  last,  will,  toge- 
ther with  the  current  revenue,  enable  us  to  defray 
all  the  expenses  of  this  year. 

The  duties  on  the  late  unexpected  importations  of 
British  manufactures,  will  render  the  revenue  of  the 
ensuing  year  more  productive  than  could  have  been 
anticipated. 

The  situation  of  our  country,  fellow  citizens,  is 
not  without  its  difficulties  ; though  it  abounds  in 
animating  considerations,  of  which  the  view  here 
presented  of  our  pecuniary  resources  is  an  example. 
With  more  than  one  nation,  we  have  serious  and 
unsettled  controversies  ; and  writh  one,  powerful  in 

the  means  and  habits  of  war,  we  are  at  war. 

The  spirit  and  strength  of  this  nation  are  neverthe- 
less equal  to  the  support  of  all  its  rights,  and  to  car- 
ry it  through  all  its  trials.  They  can  be  met  in  that 
confidence.  Above  all,  we  have  the  inestimable  con- 
solation of  knowing,  that  the  war  in  which  we  are 
actually  engaged  is  a war  neither  of  ambition  nor  of 
vain  glory ; that  it  is  waged,  not  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  others,  but  in  the  maintenance  of  our  own  • 
that  it  was  preceded  by  a patience  without  example, 
under  wrongs  accumulating  without  end  ; and  that 
it  was  finally  not  declared  until  every  hope  of  avert- 
ing it  was  extinguished,  by  the  transfer  of  the  Bri- 
tish sceptre  into  new  hands  clinging  to  former  coun- 
cils ; and  until  declarations  were  reiterated  to  the 
last  hour,  through  the  British  envoy  here,  that  the 
hostile  edicts  against  our  commercial  rights  and  our 
maritime  independence  would  not  be  revoked  ; nay, 
that  tfiey  could  not  be  revoked,  without  violating 
the  obligations  of  Great  Britain  to  other  powers,  as 
well  as  to  her  own  interests.  To  have  shrunk,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  .from  manly  resistance, 
would  have  been  a degradation  blasting  our  best  and 
proudest  hopes  : it  would  have  struck  us  from  the 
high  rank,  where  the  virtuous  struggles  of  our  fa- 
thers had  placed  us,  and  have  betrayed  the  magnifi- 
cent legacy  which  we  hold  in  trust  for  future  gene- 
rations. It  would  have  acknowledged,  that  on  the 
element,  which  forms  three-fourths  of  the  globe  we 
inhabit,  and  where  all  independent  nations  have 
equal  and  common  rights,  the  American  people  were 
not  an  independent  people,  but  colonists  and  vassals. 
It  was  at  this  moment,  and  with  such  an  alternative, 
that  war  was  chosen.  The  nation  felt  the  necessity 
of  it,  and  called  for  it  The  appeal  was  according- 
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ly  made,  in  a just  cause,  to  the  just  and  all-power-, 
fid  Being  who  holds  in  his  hand  the  chain  of  events] 
and  the  destiny  of  nations.  It  remains  only,  that,  * 
faithful  to  ourselves,  entangled  in  no  connections 
with  the  views  of  other  powers,  and  ever  ready  to 
accept  peace  from  the  hand  of  justice,  we  prosecute 
the  war  with  united  counsels  and  with  the  ample  fa- 
culties of  the  nation,  until  peace  be  so  obtained, 
and  as  the  only  means,  under  the  divine  blessing  of 
speedily  obtaining  it.  JAMES  MADISON.  ' 

November  4,  1812. 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Cj*Wc  have  neither  time  nor  room  to  insert  in  this  mini  her, 
more  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  President's  Message, 
than  the  late  correspondence  with  admiral  Warren.  We  regret 
this  necessity  the  less,  as  the  whole  substance  of  these  papers  may 
Ik-  gathered  from  the  message  itself,  a very  luminous  and  truly 
American  article ; to  which  we  refer  our  readers  with  much  satis- 
faction. But  all  the  documents,  as  usual,  shall  promptly  appear, 
in  due  order. 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  SIR  J.  B.  WARREN  AND  THE 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Sept,  30. 

SIR— The  departure  of  Mr.  Foster  from  America,  lias  devolved 
upon  me  the  charge  of  making  known  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  sentiments  entertain- 
ed by  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  upon  the  existing  rela- 
tions of  the  two  countries. 

You  will  observe,  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  in  council, 
bearing  date  the  23d  of  June,  1812,  that  the  orders  in  council  of 
the  7th  of  January,  18C7,  and  the  2Gth  of  April,  1809',  ceased  to  ex- 
ist nearly  at  the  same  time  that  the  government  of  the  U.  States 
declared  war  against  his  majesty. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  declaration  in  London,  the 
order  in  council,  of  which  a copy  is  herewith  enclosed  to  you,  was 
issued  on  the  3lst  day  of  July,  tor  the  embargo  and  detention  of 
all  American  ships. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  commanded  to  propose  to  your 
government  the  immediate  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the  two 
countries,  and  I shall  be  most  happy  to  be  the  instrument  of  bring- 
ing about  a reconciliation,  so  interesting  and  beneficial  to  Ameri- 
ca and  Great  Britain. 

I therefore  propose  to  you,  that  the  government  of  the  U.  States 
of  America  shall  instantly  recall  their  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  British  ships,  together  with  all  orders  and  instructions  for 
any  acts  of  hostility  whatever  against  the  territories  of  his  majesty 
or  the  persons  or  property  of  his  subjects  ; with  the  understand- 
ing, that,  immediately  on  my  receiving  from  you  an  official  assur- 
ance to  that  effect,  I shall  instruct  all  the  officers  under  my  com- 
mand to  desist  from  corresponding  measures  of  war,  against  the 
sliips  and  property  of  the  U.  States,  and  that  I shall  transmit  with- 
out delay,  corresponding  intelligence  to  the  several  parts  of  the 
world  where  hostilities  may  have  commenced.  The  British  com- 
manders in  which,  will  be  required  to  discontinue  hostilities  from 
the  receipt  of  such  notice. 

Should  the  American  government  accede  to  the  above  proposal 
for  terminating  hostilities,  I am  authorised  to  arrange  .with  you  as 
to  the  revocation  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  commerce  and 
ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain  from  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the  U. 
States ; in  the  default  of  which  revocation  within  such  reasonable 
periods  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  you  will  observe  by  the  order  of 
the  23d  June,  the  orders  in  council  of  January,  1807,  and  April, 
3809,  are  to  be  revived. 

The  officer  who  conveys  this  letter  to  the  American  coast  has 
received  my  orders  to  put  to  sea  immediately  upon  the  delivering 
of  this  dispatch  to  the  competent  authority  ; and  I earnestly  re- 
commend that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  communicating  to  me  the  de- 
cision of  your  government,  persuaded  as  I feel  that  it  cannot  but 
Be  of  a natiu-e  to  lead  to  a speedy  termination  of  the  present  differ- 
ences. 

The  flag  of  truce  which  you  may  charge  with  your  reply  will 
find  one  of  my  cruisers  at  Sandy  Hook,  ten  days  after  the  landing 
of  this  dispatch,  which  I have  directed  to  call  there  with  a flag  of 
truce  for  that  purpose. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  commander  in  chief,  &c.  &c.  &e. 

MU.  MONROE  TO  SIR  J.  B.  WARREN. 

Defiartme?U  of  state,  Oct.  27, 1812. 

SIR— T have  had  the  honor  to  receive, yoitr  letter  of  the  30th  ult. 
and  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  President. 

_ It  appears  that  you  are  authorised  to  propose  a cessation  of  hos- 
tilities between  the  U.  States  and  Great  Britain,  on  the  ground  of 
the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  in  case  the  proposition  is 
acceded  to,  to  take  measures  in  concert  with  this  government,  to 
carry  it  into  complete  effect  on  both  sides. 

You  state,  also,  that  you  have  it  in  charge,  in  that  event,  to  enter 
into  an  arrangement  with  the  government  of  the  U.  States  for  the 
repeal  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  ships  of  war  and  the  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  from  the.  harburs  aud  water*  of  the  U.  States. 
And  you  intimate,  that  if  the  proposition  is  not  acceded  to,  the  or- 
ders in  council  (repealed  conditionally  by  that  of  the  23d  of  June 
will  be  revived  Against  the  commerce  of  the  U,  State*. 


Iam  instructed  to  inform  you,  that  it  will  be  very  satisfactory  to 
the  President  to  meet  the  Brittsh  government  in  such  arrange- 
ments as  may  terminate  without  delay  the  hostilities  which  now  ex- 
ist between  the  U.  States  and  Great  Britain,  on  conditions  honor- 
able to  both  nations. 

At  the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  war,  the  President  gave  a 
signal  proof  of  the  attachment  of  the  United  States  to  peace.  In- 
structions were  given  at  that  early  period  to  the  late  charge  des 
affaires  of  the  U.  States  at  London,  to  propose  to  the  British  go- 
vernment an  armistice  on  conditions  which  it  was  presumed  would 
have  been  satisfactory.  It  has  been  seen  with  regret  that  the  pro- 
positions made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  im- 
portant interest  of  impressment,  was  rejected,  and  that none  was 
offered  through  that  channel,  as  a basis  on  which  hostilities  might 
cease. 

As  your  government  has  authorised  you  to  propose  a cessation 
of  hostilities,  and  is  doubtless  aware  of  the  important  and  salutary 
effect  which  a satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  difference  cannot  fail 
to  have  on  the  future  relations  between  the  two  countries,  Lin- 
dulge  the  hope  that  it  has,  ere  this,  given  you  full  power  for  the 
purpose.  Experience  has  sufficeiitiy  evinced  that  no  peace  can 
be  durable  unless  this  object  is  provided  for.  It  is  presume^, 
therefore,  that  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  both  countries  to  adjust 
it  at  this  time. 

Without  further  discussing  questions  of  right,  the*  President  is 
desirous  to  provide  a remedy  for  tbe  evils  complained  of  on  both 
sides.  The  claim  of  the  British  government  is  to  take  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  other  countries  British  subjects.  In  the  prac- 
tice, tbe  commanders  of  British  ships  of  war  often  take  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  U.  States,  American  citizens.  If  the  Unit- 
ed States  prohibit  the  employment  of  British  subjects  in  their  ser- 
vice, and  inforce  the  prohibition  of  suitable  regulations  and  penal- 
ties" the  motive  for  the  practice  is  taken  away.  It  is  in  this  mode 
that  the  President  is  willing  to  accommodate  this  important  contro- 
versy with  the  British  government,  audit  cannot  be  conceived  on 
what  ground  the  arrangement  can  be  refused. 

A suspension  of  the  practice  of  impressment,  pending  the  ar 
mistice,  seems  to  be  a necessary  consequence.  It  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed, while  the  parties  are  engaged  in  a negociation  to  adjust 
amicably  this  important  difference,  that  the  United  States  would 
admit  the  right  or  acquiescent  the  practice  of  the  opposite  party  ; 
or  that  Great  Britain  would  be  unwilling  to  restrain  her  cruizers 
from  a practice  which  would  have  the  strongest  tendency  to  defeat 
the  negociation.  It  is  presumable  that  both  parties  would  enter 
into  the  negociation  with  a sincere  desire  to  give  it  effect.  For 
this  purpose  it  is  necessary  that  a clear  and  distinct  understanding 
be  first  obtained  between  them,  of  the  accommodation  which  each 
is  prepared  to  make.  If  the  British  government  is  willing  tosus 
pend  tbe  practice  of  impressment  from  American  vessels,  on  con 
sideration  that  the  United  Stages  will  exclude  British  seamen  from 
their  service,  the  regulations  by  which  this  compromise  should  be 
carried  into  effect  would  be  solely  the  object  of  negociation.  The 
armistice  would  be  of  short  duration.  It  the  parties  agreed,  peace 
would  be  the  result.  If  the  negociation  failed,  each  would  he  re- 
stored to  its  former  state,  and  to  ail  its  pretensions,  by  recurring  to 
war. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Russell,  seems  to  have  sup- 
posed, that,  had  the  British  government  accepted  the  propositions 
made  to  it,  G.  Britain  woulu  have  suspended  immediately  the  exer- 
cise of  a right,  on  the  mere  assurance,  of  this  government  that  a 
law  would  be  afterwards  passed  to  prohibit  the  employment  of 
British  seamen  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  thatAjreat 
Britain  would  have  no  agency  in  the  regulation  to  give  dfleet  to 
that  proposition.  Such  an  idea  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of 
this  government,  nor  is  tn  be  reasonably  inferred  from  Mr  Rus- 
sell’s note ; lest,  however,  by  possibility  such  an  inference  might 
be  drawn  from  the  instructions  to  Mr.  R.  and  anxious  that  there 
should  be  no  misunderstanding  in  the  case,  subsequent  instructions 
were  given  to  Mr.  R.  with  a view  to  obviate  every  objection  of 
the  kind  alluded  to.  As  they  bear  date  on  the  27th  July,  and  were 
forwarded  by  the  British  packet  Althea,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  they  may  have  been  received  and  acted  on. 

I am  happy  to  explain  to  you  thus  full}'  the  views  of  my  govern- 
ment on  this  important  subject.  The  president  desires  that  the 
war  which  exists  between  our  countries  should  be  terminated  on 
such  conditions  as  may  secure  a solid  and  durable  peaee.  To  ac- 
complish this  great  object  it  is  necessary  that  the  interest  of  im- 
pressment be  satisfactorily  arranged.  He  is  willing  that  Great 
Britain  should  he  secured  against  the  evils  of  which  she  complains. 
He  seeks  on  the  other  hand  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  be  protected  against  a practice  which,  while  it  degrades  the 
nation,  deprives  them  of  their  rights  as  freemen,  takes  them  by 
force  from  their  families  and  their  country  into  a foreign  service, 
to  fight  the  battles  of  a foreign  power,  perhaps  against  their  own 
kindred  and  country. 

I abstain  from  entering,  in  this  communication,  into  other 
grounds  of  difference.  The  orders  in  council  having  been  repealed, 
(with  a reservation  not  impairing  a corresponding  right  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States)  and  no  illegal  blockades  revived  or  insti- 
tuted in  their  stead,  and  an  understanding  being  obtained  on  the 
subject  of  impressment,  in  the  mode  herein  proposed,  the  president 
is  willing  to  agree  to  a cessation  of  hostilities,  with  a view  to  ar- 
range bv  treaty,  in  a more  distinct  and  ample  manner,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  noth  parties,  every  other  subject  of  controversy. 

1 will  only  add  that  if  there  be  no  objection  to  an  accommodation 
of  the  difference  relating  to  impressment,  in  the  mode  proposed, 
other  than  the  suspension  of  the  British  claim  to  impressment 
(luring,  the  armistice,  there  can.be  none  to  proceeding,  without 
the  armistice,  to  an  immediate  discussion  and  arrangement  of  an 
article  on  that  subject.  This  great  question  being  satisfactorily 
ad  justed,  the  way  will  be  open  either  for  an  armistice  or  any  other 
course  leading  most  conveniently  and  expeditiously  to  a general 
pacification.  I have  the  honor.  &e.  JAMES  MONROE, 
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General  Assembly  of  Vermont. 

October  13,  1812.  - Jie  Virginia  troops  are  at  Mansfield,  Ohio.” 

We  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Vermont 
believing,  that  in  times  like  those  in  which  we 
. now  live,  it  is  both  proper  and  necessary  that  our 
sentiments  should  be  known,  not  oiily  to  our  con- 
stituents, but  to  our  sister  states,  and  to  the  gene- 
■ ral  government,  do  hereby  adopt  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved,  that  the  constituted  authorities  of  our 
country  having  declared  war  between  Hie  U.  States 
and  Great  Britain,  and  her  dependencies,  it  is  our 
duty  as  citizens  to  support  the  measure  ; otherwise 
ne  should  identify  ourselves  with  the  enemy,  with) 
no  other  distinction  than  that  of  locality-  We  there- 
fore, pledge  ourselves  to  each  oilier,  and  to  our  go- 
vernment, that,  with  our  individual  exertions,  our 
examples  and  influence,  we  will  support  our  govern- 
toaent  and  country  in  the  present  contest,  and  rely 
on  the  great  Arbiter  of  events  for  a favorable  result. 


MILITARY. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  and  remembrance,  that  in 
36  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  Hull’s  sur- 
sender  at  Detroit,  350  men,  equipped  for  war,  actu- 
ally marched  from  Burgett’s  Town,  Pa.  for  the  fron- 
tiers 

Many  pieces  of  cannon  have  been  sent  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Pittsburg  for  the  north  western  ar- 
my. In  every  preparation  and  arrangement  we  dis- 
cover an  invariable  intention  to  do  the  business  effi  c- 
tualiy.  Harrison's  measures  will,  at  ail  times, secure 
him  a communication  with  Ohio,  in  case  the  enemy 
force  brought  against  him  is  powerful  enough  to  re- 
6ist.him,  or  to  attempt  to  cut  off  his  supplies.  Of 
which,  however,  there  does  not  appear  any  probabi- 
lity. But  “ caution  is  the  parent  of  security.”  We 
look  for  a very  interesting  detail  From  the  general. 

Major  gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  New  York  mili- 
tia., has  resigned  his  command  at  Lewistown — he  is 
succeeded  by  brig.  gen.  Smyth,  of  the  regulars. 

Tiie  10th  U.  S.  regimenl-,  recruited  chiefly  m 
North  Carolina,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Virginia 
commanded  by  col.  James  Wellborn,  has  rendezvous 
ed  at  Salisbury,  and  is  nearly  complete. 

. -The  British  loss  in  the  engagement  at  Queenstown, 
Is  vet  'unknown.  It  is  thought,  however,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  to  have  been  much  greater  than  ours. 

Some  of  our  troops  in  recrossing  the  river  after 
the  battle  of  Queenstown  brought  with  them  an  In- 
dian chief  as  a prisoner.  It,  is  said  the  British  go- 
vernment have  offered  a major  in  the  militia  in  ex- 
change for  their  dear  ally. 

. We  have  the  British  official  account  of  the  battle 
at  Queenstown,  and  would  insert  it,  if  it  were  not 
destitute  of  particulars.  Eleven-twelfths  of  it  con- 
sists of  encomiums  oil  the  officers  and  troops  engag- 
ed— it  claims  900  prisoners,  1 six  pounder  and  a stand 
of  colors,  taken  ; but  says  nothing  of  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  save  in  the  death  of  gen.  Brock. 

By  some  firings  of  red-hot  shot  across  the  river 
Niagara,  several  houses,  in  the  [British]  village  of 
Newark,  were  set  on  fire  and  consumed. 

The  British  appear  to  treat  our  men,  prisoners  in 
Canada, . as  ive  treat  theirs— in  a very  liberal  and  ho- 
norable manner. 

Several  little  rencountres  have  taken  place  on  the 
lakes  of  no  great  importance,  and  demanding  too 
much  room  for  record. 

A letter  to  the  editor,  dated  Beaver,  (Pa.)  Oct.  25, 
says—1 “Gen.  Crooks,  witft  2000  men,  militia  and  vo- 


A good  deal  of  our  military  scraps  is  frequently  col- 
lected and  made  up  from  private  resources.  While 
no  labor  is  spared*  to  give  present  interest  to  this 
section  of  the  Registeb,  we  endeavor  to  compress 
the  matter  into  as  small  a compass  as  is  compati- 
ble with  a faithful  history7  of  the  war,  on  which  the 
future  reader  will  look  with  delight.  But  I am 
induced  tt>  give  an  entire  extract  of  a letter  I have 
had  the  honor  to  receive  from  Capt.  James  B.  Wil- 
kinson, of  the  2d  U.  S.  Infantry,  dated  at  Fort  Stod- 
dert,  M.  T.  on  the  14th  ult.  as'  affording  much  light 
on  the  affairs  of  that  country,  djf  -While  intro- 
ducing this  matter,  the  editor  would  respectfully 
observe,  that  if  his  correspondents  and  friends  in 
various  parts  of  the  union,  were  thus  particular  in 
their  communications,  the  stock  of  public  infor- 
mation might  be  exceedingly  augmented. 

“Your  solicitude,  no  doubt,  is  awakened,  with  re" 
gard  to  the  Southern  as  well  as  the  Northern  frontier 
of  the  United  States.  Here,  our  citizens  are  alive 
with  apprehension , as  to  those  events  which  burthen 
the  womb  of  futurity.  The  ally  of  Britain  is  our  near 
neighbor.  She  admits  into  her  ports,  the  property 
captured  from  our  brethren.  She  becomes  a medi- 
um of  intelligence' to  the  enemy  cruising  on  our 
coast,  and  professes  friendship,  but  is  evidently7  mak- 
ing every  preparation  for  war.  Already  has  nearly 
three  hundred  Negro  troops  arrived  from  the  Havan- 
na ; part  of  whom,  within  a few  days  past,  reached 
FortConde  at  the  toivn  of  Mobile,  which,  by  an  act 
of  congress  of  the  14th  May  last,  was  declared  to 
be  within  the  territory  of  Mississippi,  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  benefit  of  its  insti- 
tutions. 

“The  passage  from  Orleans  to  this,  even  for  coast- 
ing vessels  from  the  Bayou  St.  John’s,  through  Lake  , 
Ponlchartrain,  is  rendered  extremely  dangerous. 
Considerable  supplies  of  military  stores,  particularly 
cannon,  have  been  on  the  way,  more  than  a month, 
and  have  not  yet  arrived,  although  the  voyage  is  fre- 
quently performed  in  5 and  6 days.  A small  schooner 
was  taken  a few  days  since  by  a British  armed  boat, 
which  lay  concealed  near  one  of  the  numerous  islands 
which  line  the  coast. 

“The  Spaniards  appear  elated  with  the  new  con- 
stitution of  the  Cortez,  and  have  even  elected  depu- 
ties under  it,  at  our  toivn  of  Mobile , to  choose  mem- 
bers for  the  provincial  assembly  at  the  Havanna — 
the  American  inhabitants  ate  in  the  most  awful  si- 
tuation, and  their  persons  and  property,  are  subject 
to  the  despotic  control  of  a petty  Spanish  command- 
ant. When  they  saw  the  act  of  congress  annexing 
the  country  west  of  the  Perdido  and  southward  of 
the  old  line  of  demarkation,  to  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory— and  the  proclamation  of  governor  Holmes,  in- 
cluding them  within  the  county  of  Mobile,  and  ex- 
tending to  them  the  privileges  of  our  blessed  con- 
stitution, they  began  to  feel  lik e freemen,  and  to  be- 
lieve and  act  as.  if  they  were  Americans,  indeed  ; but, 
how  sadly  have  they  been  disappointed ! how  lament- 
able has  been  the  change  within  a few  days  ! Tim 
judge  of  this  district  was  applied  to  for  a writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  in  behalf  of  a prisoner  confined  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  Spanish  fort,  at  our  toivn  of  Mo- 
bile.— He  hastened  down  and  had  the  writ  regularly 
served  on  the  commandant,  w ho  refused  to  deliver 
up  the  prisoner,  and  referred  the  judge  to  the  gover- 
nor at  Pensacola,  for  an  answer  ; and  possibly,  before 
this  time,  the  prisoner  lias  been  shipped  off  for  the 
decision  of  the  governor. 
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'■  “Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  perplexing-  than  the 
Situation  of  a civil  magistrate  in  this  country — he  is 
told  by  congress,  that  American  laws  are  to  extend 
from  Pearl  river  to  the  Perdido  : he  is  bound  to  act 
as  an  American  magistrate ; but  when  he  attempts  to 
exercise  the  power  vested  in  him  by  law — lie  is  re- 
ferred to  the  fiat  of  a foreign  governor,  stationed 
without  our  limits,  bv  a little  tyrant,  executing  with 
a rod  of  iron,  the  laws  of  Spain  within  our  acknow- 
ledged jurisdiction. 

“All  those  evils  would  have  been  happily  arrested, 
had  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  but  concurred 
in  taking  possession  of  the  Floridas — it.  will  now  re- 
quire the  loss  of  much  blood  to  conquer  even  our 
own  torsn  of  Mobile.  General  Wilkinson,  I believe, 
is  in  momentary  expectation  of  orders  in  relation  to 
the  Floridas — and  every  preparation  is  made  to  act 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Captain  Heald , late  command- 

air  at  fort  Chicago , dated  at  Pittsburgy  October 
53, 1312. 

“ On  the  9th  of  August,  I received  orders  from 
generid  Mull  to  evacuate  the  post,  and  proceed  with 
my  command  to  Detroit  by  land,  leaving  it  at  my 
discretion  to  dispose  of  the  puhlic  property  as  I 
thought  proper.  The  neighboring  Indians  got  the 
information  as  early  as  I did,  and  came  in  from  all 
quarters  in  order  to  receive  the  goods  in  the  factory 
store,  which  they  understood  were  to  be  given  them. 
On  the  13th,  captain  Wells,  of  Fort  Wayne,  arrived 
with  about  30  Miamies,  for  the  purpose  of  escorting 
us  in,  by  the  request  of  general  Hull.  On  the  14th, 
I delivered  the  Indians  all  the  goods  in  the  factory 
store  and  a considerable  quantity  of  provisions  which 
we  could  not  take  away  with  us.  The  surplus  arms 
and  ammunition  I thought  proper  to  destroy,  fear- 
ing they  would  make  bad  use  of  it,  if  put  in  their 
possession,  lalso  destroyed  all  the  liquor  on  hand, 
soon  after  they  began  to  collect.  The  collection  was 
unusually"  large  for  that  place,  but  they  conducted 
with  the  strictest  propriety,  till  after  I left  the  fort. 
On  the  15th,  at  9 a.  or.  we  commenced  our  march  ; a 
part  of  the  M iamies  were  detached  in  front,  the  re- 
mainder in  our  rear  as  guards,  under  the  direction 
of  captain  Wells.  The  situation  of  the  country  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  us  to  take  the  beach,  with  the 
1 ike  on  our  left,  and  a high  sand  bank  on  our  right,  at 
about  100  yards  distance.  We  had  proceeded  about  a 
•mile  and  an  half,  when  it  was  discovered  the  Indians 
•were  prepared  to  attack  us  from  behind  the  bank. — I 
immediately  marched  up  with  the  company  to  the 
top  of  the  bank,  when  the  action  commenced;  after 
firing  one  round,  we  charged,  and  the  Indians  gave 
way  in  front  and  joined  those  on  our  flanks.  In  about 
15  minutes,  they  got  possession  of  all  our  horses, 
provision  and  baggage  of  every  description,  and, 
finding  the  Miamies  did  not  assist  us,  I drew  off  the 
fi-w  men  I had  left,  and  took  possession  of  a small  ele- 
vation in  the  open  prairie  out  of  shot  of  the  bank  or 
any  other  cover.  The  Indians  did  not  follow  me,  but 
assembled  in  a body  on  the  top  of  the  bank,  and,  af- 
ter some  consultation  among  themselves,  made  signs 
f >r  me  to  approach  them.  I advanced  towards  them 
alone,  and  was  met  by  one  of  the  l’otawatamie  chiefs 
called  the  Black-bird,  with  an  interpreter.  After 
shaking  hands, he  requested  me  to  surrender,  promis- 
ing to  spare  the  lives  of  all  the  prisoners.  On  a few 
moments  consideration,  I concluded  it  would  be 
most  prudent  to  comply  with  his  request,  although 
I did  not  put  entire  confidence  in  his  promise.  After 
delivering  up  our  arms,  we  were  taken  back  to  their 
encampment  near  the  fort,  and  distributed  among 
the  different  tribes.  The  next  morning  they  set  fire 
to  the  fort,  and  left  the  place,  taking  the  prisoners 


with  them.  Their  number  of  warriors  was  between 
four  and  five  hundred,  mostly  of  Potawatamie  na- 
tion, and  their  loss,  from  the  best  information  I 
could  get,  was  about  15.  Our  strength,  was  54  re- 
gulars and  12  mili-ia,  out  of  which  26  regulars  and 
all  the  militia  were  killed  in  the  action,  with  two 
women  and  12  children.  Ensign  George  Ronan  and 
(Doctor  Isaac  V.  Van  Voorhis,  of  my  company,  with 
captain  Wells,  of  fort  Wayne,  are,  to  my  great  sor- 
j row,  numbered  among  the  dead.  Lieutenant  Lina 
<T.  Helm,  with  25  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri  - 
vates, and  11  women  and  children,  were  prisoners, 
when  we  separated.  Mrs.  Heald  and  myself  were 
taken  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Joseph,  and  be- 
ing both  badly  wounded,  were  permitted  to  reside 
with  Mr.  Bin-net,  an  Indian  trader.  In  a few  days 
after  our  arrival  there,  the  Indians  all  went  off  to 
take  fort  Wayne,  and  in  their  absence  I engaged  a 
Frenchman  to  take  us  to  Michilimackinac,  by  water, 
where  I gave  myself  up  as  a prisoner  of  war,  with  one 
of  my  serjeants.  The  commanding  officer,  captain 
Roberts, offered  me  every  assistance  in  Ins  power  to 
render  our  situation  comfortable  while  we  remained 
there,  and  to  enable  us  to  proceed  on  our  journey. 
To  him,  I gave  my  parole  of  honor,  and  reported 
myself  to  colonel  Proctor,  who  gave  us  a passage  to 
Buffaloe ; from  that  place  1 came  by  the  way  of 
Presque  Isle  and  arrived  here  yesterday. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Esq „ 

Jlgent  of  the  United  States  in  the  Creek  nation  of 

Indians,  dated  “ Creek  Agency,  loth  October, 

“ The  chiefs  of  some  of  our  larger  towns  of 
the  Lower  Creeks,  have  been  recently  with  me  on 
affairs  of  their  own.  They  say  they  are  unanimous- 
ly determined  to  preserve  the  friendship  of  the 
United  States  ; that  if  the  British  should  make  an 
offer  of  arms,  they  will  endeavor  to  restrain  their 
young  men  from  accepting  of  them  ; or,  if  they 
should  accept  them,  from  using  them  against  their 
friends  the  United  States — that  they  depended  for 
safety,  not  on  arms  and  ammunition,  but  on  the 
friendship  of  the  president ; that  they  arc  surround- 
ed and  have  no  back  country  to  fly  to,  and  if  they 
had,  they  would  not  chang'e  their  present  situation 
for  any  prospects  founded  on  uncertainty.  The  annu- 
al meeting  of  the  nation  will  be  on  the  22d.- Tra- 

velling appears  to  be  quite  safe.  We  have  had  no 
complaints  on  the  road  of  improper  conduct  from 
Indians,  since  the  execution  of  the  murderers.” 

Platts  burg,  Oct.  3. — A gentleman  from  Quebec, 
has  furnished  us  with  the  following  list  of  the  Ame- 
rican officers,  who  are  detained  as  prisoners  of  war. 
He.  was  at  their  quarters,  at  Charlabo,  (about  six 
miles  from  the  city)  on  the  10th  inst.  They  gave 
him  their  names  and  former  places  of  residence,  with 
a request  to  have  them  published  for  the  information 
of  their  friends. 

Joel  Cook,  capt.  4th  Inf.  N.  Haven,  Con.;  R.  B 
Brown,  Windsor,  Vt. ; O.  G.  Burton,  Windsor,  Vt. 

Eben  Way,  lieut.  4th  regt.  infantry,  N.  London, 
Conn. ; Abraham  Hawkins,  NHaven,  Conn. ; Jolm 
Smith,  Salisbury,  N.  H. ; Lewis  Peckham,  Newport, 
R.  I. ; G.  P.  Peters,  Wentworth,  N.  H. ; Winthrop 
D Ager,  Warren,  N.  H.  ; Dixon  Stansbury,  1st  infan- 
try, Baltimore ; James  Dallibo,  1st  regt.  artillery, 
Utica,  New  York. 

Robert  M‘Labe,  ensign  1st  infantry,  Russelville, 
Kentucky;  John  Whistler,  17tl>  infantry,  Detroit, 
Asher  Philips,  do.  Maidenhead,  N.  J. 

The  officers  were  all  in  good  health  and  spirits, 
except  capt.  Brown,  who  was  in  a declining  state  of 
health,  though  not  confined  to  his  bed.  The  sol- 
diers lay  oft'  Quebec  in  a transport— some  of  them 
have  died  since  their  arrival  there. 

The  officers  are  not  permitted  to  go  into  the  city. 


156 


TIIE  WEEKLY  REGISTER EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR, 


Albany,  Oct.  26. 

Military  line  of  expresses. — Capt.  Morgan’s  com- 
pany of  light  dragoons  are  to  be  employed  on  this 
sendee,  each  dragoon  to  be  stationed  at  the  distance 
of  about  10  miles  from  each  other,  and  to  extend 
from  the  head-quarters,  at  Greenbush,  to  Niagara  ; 
24  hours  is  the  timecalculated  to  lie  taken  up  in  trans- 
mitting dispatches  from  one  post  to  the  other— the 
distance  about  320  miles.  Gen.  Dearborn’s  last  dis- 
patches for  gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  were  sent  Ipy  this 
line. 

New -Haven,  Oct.  27- 

Connecticut  Legislature.-^wcm^  a part  of  the  last 
week  the  assembly  were  engaged  on  the  details  of  a 
bill,  which  grew  out  of  a resolve  passed  at  the  spe- 
cial session  of  August,  for  organizing  a state  corps 
of  about  2,600  troops.  These  troops  are  to  be  paid, 
when  in  actual  service,  by  the  state,  and  to  be  subject 
to  the  orders  of  the  captain-general  only.  They  are 
particularly  designed  for  the  protection  of  our  mari- 
time frontier,  left  defenceless  bv  the  general  govern- 
ment’s having  withdrawn  all  its  effective  force  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada.  The  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  committee,  gave  rise  to  an  animated  debate  in 
the  house,  and  underwent  several  amendments  ; but 
on  the  final  passage  (by  yeas  and  nays)  obtained  a 
vote  of  great  unanimity,  there  being  about  150  for, 
and  37  against  it. 

We  are  much  gratified  to  hear  (says  the  Milledge- 
ville  Journal)  that  his  excellency  the  governor  in- 
tends raising,  as  early  as  possible,  several  hundred 
mounted  riflemen,  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  the 
aggressions  of  the  Seminole  Indians.  Such  a step  has 
hecome  indispensable  ; or  we  shall  soon  see  our  fron- 
tier settlers  flying  before  the  uplifted  tomahawk,and 
the  murderous  scalping  knife  reeking  with  the  blood 
of  our  women  and  children. 

Governor  Kinderland  has  recently  augmented  his 
premium  for  American  scalps.  He  now  offers  eight 
dollars  and  a bottle  of  rum  for  each.  We  have  not 
words  to  express  our  abhorrence  of  such  infamous 
conduct,  equally  repugnant  to  humanity  and  every 
principle  of  honorable  warfare. 

Savannah,  Oct.  24. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a letter  from  a 
gentleman  at  the  southward  to  another  in  this  city, 
dated  St.  Mary’s  (Geo.)  Oct.  17 

“The  only  authentic  news  we  have  from  Florida, 
since  my  last,  is  a few  lines  from  col.  Newman  to  gen. 
Floyd,  (which  I have  seen)  dated  last  Sunday,  from 
the  plantation  of  Mr.  Kingsly,  on  the  river  St.  John’s, 
where  he  had  just  arrived  from  near  the  Lotohway 
town.  He  does  not  give  any  account  of  h.‘s  engage- 
ments with  the  Indians  further  than  their  ambuscad- 
ing him  on  his  return  when  they  killed  two  of  his  ad- 
vanced guard-  The  main  body  immediately  charged 
and  killed  four  Indians  ; the  others  broke,  and  many 
left  their  arms  behind. 

“Newman  has  preserved  all  his  sick  and  wounded, 
and  begs  general  Floyd  to  join  him  with  100  men, 
which,  with  him,  will  be  sufficient  to  destroy  the 
Lotchway  towns. 

“Gen.  Floyd  started  from  this  place  at  one  o’clock 
to-day,  to  Colerain,  with  col.  Scott  and  major  Clark  ; 
and  to-morrow  morning  crosses  the  river,  with  from 
80  to  100  men,  well  armed  and  equipped,  to  join 
Newman.  I regret  much  my  business  would  not  ad- 
mit of  being  of  the  party. 

“I  have  conversed  with  the  express  sent  by  New- 
man, who  declares  that  Newman  lost  eight  men -in 
the  different  battles,  and  killed  fifty  Indians  ; and  a 
note  from  major  Smith  to  his  wife,  in  this  town,  says, 
Kingsly’s  house  is  handsomely  decorated  with  Indi- 
an scalps  ; but  does  not  say  the  number.” 


Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  in  the  army — dated 
“ Lewis  town,  Oct.  17,  1812. 

“ I wrote  you  a few  days  since  a hasty  account  of 
the  affair  here.  Perhaps  it  was  calculated  to  give 
too  unfavorable  an  account  of  the  business.  The 
enterprize  failed  indeed  and  the  enemy  made  many 
prisoners  ; but  the  day  was  well  fought,  and  the 
British  have  not  much  to  boast  of.  They  have  lost 
among  a number  of  their  best  officers,  their  boast- 
ed general  Brock  and  his  aid,  colonel  M'Donald,  of 
Detroit.  Our  riflemen  did  infinite  mischief,  and 
such  of  the  militia  as  could  be  kept  from  returning, 
fought  well.  It  is  not  courage  they  want,  but  habits 
of  discipline.  General  A7 an  Rensselaer  thought  he 
could  reap  all  the  laurels  without  the  regulars  ; he 
turned  general  Smyth’s  brigade  back  when  within  a 
few  miles  from  this  place.  We  kept  on , affecting 
not  to  understand  the  order.  Had  the  brigade  arriv- 
ed-—but  no  matter — it  is  now  here  consisting  of  five 
regiments,  exclusive  of  the  remainder  of  captain 
Gibson’s  light  artillery  and  our  little  hand  of  vete- 
rans, as  they  call  us.  The  armistice  at  the  enemy’s 
desire,  is  extended  three  days  longer  from  this  day. 
One  of  our  officers  yesterday  went  over  with  a flag 
to  see  one  of  our  field  officers,  who  is  in  good  spi- 
rits, gives  much  praise,  and  declares  that  he  gave  his 
voice  against  surrender,  but  unfortunately  the  com- 
mand had  devolved  on  a very  incompetent  officer. 

“ Mr.  Dixon,  who  came  over  with  a flag,  says,  that 
the  destruction  of  English  officers  is  immense — he 
declares  that  they  could  not  have  stood  it  15  minutes 
longer.  But  our  militia  declared  they  were  out  of 
ammunition.  The  militia  are  returning  on  parole — 
they  inform  us  that  in  the  action  we  destroyed  two  to 
one  of  the  enemy.  Our  poor  fellows  are  pent  up  in 
St.  George,  which  I stated  in  my  last,  by  mistake, 
to  be  opposite  this  place  ; it  is  a strong  fort  7 miles 
below.  I think  the  last  armistice  ill-advised  on  our 
part — the  English  are  completing  their  line  of  forti- 
fications on  the  river,  while  we  have  nothing  to  gain 
by  it.  Their  weight  of  metal  more  than  trebles  ours. 
We  have  their  principal  Indian  chief  prisoner  ; they 
offer  in  exchange  a militia  major.  Gen.  Van  Renssa- 
laer  has  resigned  his  command  to  Smyth,  who  now 
commands  between  Erie  and  Ontario.” 

NAVAL. 

The  cartel  brig  Spitfire,  has  arrived  at  Boston 
from  Halifax,  with  300  prisoners. 

Capture  of  the  Wasp. — The  United  States*  sloop 
of  war  Wasp,  carrying  16  carronades,  has  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Poictiers,  of  74  guns,  and  carried  to 
Bermuda.  Previous  to  which  the  Wasp  had  captur- 
ed the  British  government  ship  Frolic,  a vessel  of 
far  superior  force,  mounting  eighteen  32  pound  car- 
ronades and  two  long  9’s.  The  action  lasted  45  mi- 
nutes. Five  men  were  killed  on  board  the  Wasp — 
the  slaughter  on  board  the  Frolic  was  dreadful. — 
Both  vessels  being  disabled,  were  taken  by  the  Poic“ 
tiers  of  74  guns.  Though  we  have  lost  a fine  little 
vessel,  and,  for  a time,  are  deprived  of  the  services  of 
her  most  gallant  officers  and  crew,  we  heartily  re- 
joice in  the  rich  harvest  of  glory  the)"  reaped,  and 
in  the  confirmation  of  our  belief,  that  our  sailors  will 
always  beat  the  British,  in  a fair  fightv  We  trust 
that  congress  will  give  our  seamen  a fair  opportunity 
to  distinguish  themselves  by  furnishing,  immediate- 
ly, an  additional  number  of  vessels,  sufficient,  at 
least,  to  drive  from  the  coast,  the  smaller  ships  of  the 
enemy,  and  give  him  a lesson  of  what  we' will  do, 
when  he  compels  us  to  build  74’s.  The  hint  will  be 
useful.  The  Frolic  was  completely  dismasted,  and 
had  between  50  and  60  men  killed  and  wounded.-— 
Never  was  a vessel  so  completely  mauled — except 
the  Gnerriere. 
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Th  following  article  from  the  New  York  Evening 
f*ost,  positively  shews  us  the  unbounded  pleasure 
with  which  the  British  sailors  return  to  the  ser- 
vice of  ‘ his  majesty’ : — “ By  a letter  from  captain 
Zuell,  of  the  cartel  brig  Isabella,  of  this  port,  dated 
at  Bermuda,  we  learn  that  he  had  arrived  safe  at  that 
place  and  landed  about  100  British  prisoners.  Cap- 
tain Zuell  states  that  soon  after  he  left  this  port,  the 
prisoners,  to  induce  him  to  put  into  some  place 
where  they  might  make  their  escape,  went  into  the 
hold  and  bored  several  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel,  which  caused  the  water  to  come  in  so  fust 
that  the  pumps  could  scarcely  keep  the  vessel  clear. 
Capt.  Zuell  perceiving  how  things  were  going,  took 
an  opportunity  when  the  prisoners  were  below,  to  pi.* 
down  the  hatches : he  then  told  them  they  should 
stop  the  holes  they  had  made,  or  he  would  leave 
them  to  sink.  Finding  themselves  thus  situated, 
they  soon  stopped  the  leaks,  and  the  captain  pursu- 
ed his  voyage  without  any  further  trouble.” 

Certain  British  prisoners,  at  Charleston,  (S.  C.) 
about  to  be  removed  to  the  prison-ship,  have  publicly 
tendered  their  thanks  to  the  sheriff  and  goaler  of 
the  district,  for  the  kindness  and  attention  they  have 
received.  This  is  as  it  should  be — but  far  different 
from  the  usage  of  our  seamen  at  Halifax,  Bermuda, 
&c.  To  a suffering  American,  who  complained  of 
his  treatment  at  the  former  place,  the  British  proved 
by  certain  Boston  newspapers , most  impudently  ex- 
hibited to  the  prisoner,  that  he  lived  on  the  very  fat 
of  the  land ! 

The  privateer  Savcy-Jackjvxs  returned  to  Charles- 
ton, after  a cruise  of  50  days,  during  which  she  took 
seven  prizes.  Among  other  truly  impudent  things  the 
Saucy- Jack  did,  was  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Demarara, 
and,  by  good  management, make  an  easy  prize  of  the 
very  valuable  British  brig,  William  Rathbone,  of  Li- 
verpool, from  London,  laden  with  dry  goods,  worth 
40,000£  sterling',  (just  arrived)  mounting  fourteen 
18  pounders  and  two  6’s.  She  was  manned  and  or- 
dered for  Charleston.  Some  of  the  other  prizes  are 
valuable — we  hope  for  their  safe  arrival. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Quebec  Mer- 
cury.-!—-“In  our  columns  is  captain  Hull’s  official  ac- 
count of  his  action  with  the  Guerriere.  What  can 
we  say  of  this  unfortunate  rencontre,  further  than 
that  we  had  to  contend  on  this  occasion,  with  men 
who  are  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh. — 
From  it  the  inference  may  be  drawn,  that  a contest 
with  the  Americans  is  more  worthy  of  our  arms  than 
was  at  first  imagined.  How  often  have  we  heard  our 
military  officers  deplore  their  being  obliged  to  vah- 
quish  men  whose  conquest  would  do  them  no  cre- 
dit. The  behavior  of  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
Constitution,  may  serve  to  convince  them  of  their  er- 
ror. Of  captain  Hull,  we  may  say,  with  Zanga — 

“ Great  let  me  call  him,  f or  he  conquered  me.” 

He  will,  therefore,  we  trust,  on  a future  occasion,  be 
found  worthy  of  being  conquered.” 

Major  Ormsbee,  late  commandant  at  fort  Erie,  and 
between  20  or  30  of  the  enemy,  were  killed  on  board 
the  brig  Deti’oit  [Adams]  after  she  grounded  on  the 
day  of  her  capture. 

The  naval  force  now  on  the  Halifax  station,  con- 
sists of  two  74’s,  one  64,  one  40  gun  frigate,  seven 
38’s,  two  36’s,  one  32,  two  20’s,  eleven  18’s  two  16’s 
and  five  or  six  smaller  vessels. 

Letter  from  Captain  Elliot  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  the  U.  S. 

Black  Rock,  Oct.  8. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  inst.  two  British  vessels,  which  I 
was  informed  were  his  Britannic  majesty’s  brigs  De- 


troit, late  the  Umited  States’  brig  Adams,  and  tlie 
brig  Hunter,  mounting  14  guns,  but  which  afterwards 
proved  to  be  the  brig  Caledonia,  both  said  to  be  well 
armed  and  manned,  came  down  the  lake  and  anchor- 
ed under  the  protection  of  Fort  Erie.  Having  been 
on  the  lines  for  some  time  and  in  a measure  inactive- 
ly employed,  I determined  to  make  au  attack,  and 
if  possible  get  possession  of  them.  A strong  induce- 
ment to  this  attempt  arose  from  a conviction  tliat 
with  these  two  vessels,  added  to  those  which  1 have 
purchased  and  am  fitting  out,  I should  be  able  to 
meet  the  remainder  of  the  British  force  on  the  Up- 
per Lakes,  and  save  an  incalculable  expense  and  la- 
bor to  the  government.  On  the  morning  of  their  ar- 
rival I heard  that  our  seamen  were  but  a short  dis- 
tance from  this  place,  and  immediately  dispatched 
an  express  to  the  officers  directing  them  to  use  all 
possible  dispatch  in  getting  their  men  to  this  place, 
as  I had  important  service  to  perform.  On  their  ar- 
rival which  was  about  12  o’clock,  I discovered  that 
they  had  only  20  pistols  and  neither  cutlasses  or  bat- 
tle axes.  But  on  application  to  generals  Smith  and 
Hall  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  I w as  supplied  with 
a few  arms,  and  gen.  Smith  was  so  good  on  my  re- 
quest as  immediately  to  detach  fifty  men  from  the 
regulars  armed  with  muskets. 

By  4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  I had  my  men  select- 
ed and  stationed  in  tw  o boats,  which  I had  previous- 
ly prepared  for  the  purpose.  With  these  boats,  50 
men  in  each,  and  under  circumstances  very  disad- 
vantageous, my  men  having  scarcely  had  time  to 
refresh  themselves  after  a fatiguing  march  of  500 
miles,  I put  off  from  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  creek, 
at  1 o’clock  the  following  morning,  and  at  three  I 
was  along  side  the  vessels.  In  the  space  of  about 
10  minutes  I had  the  prisoners  all  secured,  the  top- 
sails sheeted  home,  and  the  vessels  under  way  Un- 
fortuatcly  the  wind  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  get 
up  a rapid  current  into  the  lake,  where  I had  under- 
stood another  armed  vessel  lay  at  anchor,  and  I was 
obliged  to  run  down  the  river  by  the  forts,  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  round,  grape  and  canister,  from  a num- 
ber of  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  and  several  pieces 
of  flying  artillery,  was  compelled  to  anchor  at  a 
distance  of  about  400  yards  from  two  of  their  bat- 
teries. After  the  discharge  of  Ute  first  gun,  which 
was  from  the  flying  artillery,  I hailed  the  shore, 
and  observed  to  the  officer,  that  if  another  gum 
was  fired  I would  bring  the  prisoners  on  deck 
and  expose  them  to  the  safe  fate  we  should  all  share 
— but  notwithstanding  they  disregarded  the  caution 
and  continued  a constant  and  destructive  fire.  One 
single  moment’s  reflection  determined  me  not  to 
commit  an  act  that  would  subject  me  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  barbarity.  The  Caledonia  had  been  beach- 
ed, in  as  safe  a position  as  the  circumstances  w ould 
admit  of,  under  one  of  our  batteries  at  Black-Rock. 

I now  brought  all  the  guns  of  the  Detroit  on  one  side 
next  the  enemy,  stationed  the  men  at  them,  and  di- 
rected a fire  which  was  continued  as  long  as  our  am- 
munition lasted  and  circumstances  permitted.  Dur- 
ing the  contest  I endeavored  to  get  the  Detroit  on 
our  side  by  sounding  a line,  there  being  no  wind  on 
shore, with  all  the  line  I couldmuster;  but  the  current 
being  so  strong, the  boat  could  not  reach  the  shore.  I 
then  hailed  our  shore, and  requested  that  warps  would 
be  made  fast  on  land,  and  sent  on  board ; the  attempt 
to  all  which  again  proved  useless.  As  the  fire  was  such 
as  would  in  all  probability,  sink  the  vessel  in  a short 
time,  I determined  to  drift  down  the  river  out  of 
reach  of  the  batteries,  and  make  a stand  against  the 
flying  artillery.  I accordingly  cut  the  cable,  made 
sail  with  very  light  airs,  and  at  that  instant  discover  - 
! ed  that  the  pilot  had  abandoned  me.  I dropped  astern 
1 for  about  ten  minutes,  when  I was  brought  up  on  our 
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shore  on  Squaw  Island — got  the  boarding-boat  read}', 
had  the  prisoners  put  in  and  sent  on  shore,  with  di- 
rections for  the  officer  to  return  for  me  and  what  pro- 
perty we  could  get  from  the  brig.  He  did  not  re- 
turn, owing  to  tlie  difficulty  in  the  boat’s  getting 
on  shore.  Discovering  a skiff  under  the  counter,  I put 
the  four  remaining  prisoners  in  a boat,  and  with  my 
officers  I went  on  shore  to  bring  the  boat  off.  I ask- 
ed for  protection  to  the  brig’  of  lieut.  col.  Scott,  who 
readily  gave  it.  At  this  moment  I discovered  a boat 
with  about  40  soldiers  from  the  British  side,  making 
for  the  brig.  They  got  on  board,  but  were  soon  com- 
pelled to  abandon  her,  with  the  loss  of  nearly  all 
their  men.  During  the  whole  of  this  morning  both 
sides  of  the  river  kept  up  alternately  a continual  fire 
on  the  brig  and  so  much  injured  her  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  have  floated  her.  Before  I left  her,  she 
had  several  heavy  shot  of  large  size  in  her  bends,  her 
sails  in  ribbons,  and  rigging  all  cut  to  pieces. 

To  my  officers  and  men  I feel  under  great  obliga- 
tion. To  captain  Towson  and  lieutenant  Roach  of 
the  2d  regiment  of  artillery,  ensign  Prestman  of  the 
infantry,  captain  Chapin,  Mr.  John  M‘Comb,  Messrs. 
John  Town,  Thomas  Dain,  Peter  Overstocks,  and 
James  Sloan,  resident  gentlemen  of  Buffaloe,  for 
their  soldier  and  sailor  like  conduct.  In  a word,  sir, 
every  man  fought  as  if  with  their  hearts  animated 
only  by  the  interest  and  honor  of  their  country. 

The  prisoners  I have  turned  over  to  the  military. 
The  Detroit  mounted  six  6 pound  long  guns,  com- 
manding lieutenant  marines,  a boatswain  and  gunner, 
mid  56  men — about  30  American  prisoners  on  board, 
muskets,  pistols,  cutlasses  and  battle-axes.  In  board- 
ing her  I lost  one  man,  one  officer  wounded,  Mr. 
John  C.  Cummings,  acting  midshipman,  a bayonet 
through  the  leg — his  conduct  was  correct,  and  de- 
serves the  notice  of  the  department.  The  Caledonia 
mounted  two  small  guns,  blunderbusses,  pistols, 
muskets,  cutlasses  and  boarding  pikes,  12  men  in- 
cluding officers,  10  prisoners  on  board.  The  boat 
boarding ffier  commanded  by  sailing  master  George 
Watts,  performed  his  duty  in  a masterly  style.  But 
one  man  killed,  and  four  wounded  badly,  I am  afraid 
mortally.  I enclose  you  a list  of  the  officers  and  men 
engaged  in  the  enterprise,  and  also  a view  of  the  lake 
and  river  in  the  different  situations  of  attack.  In  a 
day  or  two  I shall  forward  the  names  of  the  prison- 
ers. The  Caledonia  belongs  to  the  N.  W.  Company, 
loaded  with  furs,  worth  I understand  $200,000. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
&C.  JESSE  D.  ELLIOT. 

The  hon.  Paul  Hamilton , 

Sec’rv  U.  S.  Navy. 

[The  Detroit  was  burnt  by  the  Americans,  the 
chief  part  of  the  stores  being  saved. — Several  of  her 
guns  are  now  in  service  against  the  enemy.] 

Com.  Barney  returned  to  Baltimore  a few  days 
since  in  his  schooner  the  Rossie.  We  insert  the  ex- 
tract from  his  log-book  as  a matter  of  record,  to 
■which  it  will  be  pleasant  to  refer  a short  time  hence. 
Other  vessels  have  been  as  actively  employed  as  the 
Rossie — but  her  cruise  may  serve  as  a specimen. 

Arrived,  the  private  armed  schooner  Rossie,  com- 
modore Barney,  from  a cruize— this  schooner  lias 
taken,  sunk  and  burnt  eighteen  prizes — she  has  been 
ninety  days  effective  at  sea,  her  cruize  extended  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Grand  Bank  of  Ne  wfoundland, 
and  on  the  banks  of  the  port  of  St.  Johns — along 
that  coast  to  the  Isle  of  Sables,  on  St.  George’s  Bank ; 
touched  in  at  Newport,  R.  I.  for  officers  and  men, 
filled  water,  and  proceeded  to  the  West-Indies.  Pass- 
ed off  Bermuda ; from  thence  to  Avindward  of  the 
Sombrero  passage,  the  passage  by  St.  Thomas’s,  Mo- 


na passage,  Turks  Island  passage,  the  Cnvcos  pas 
sage,  then  into  the  Gulph  of  Florida  and  home.  'I  uti 
crew  are  in  high  health  and  spirits,  not  a man  sick, 
except  the  wounded  in  action  ,•  the  most  of  them  are 
nearly  recovered. 

Extract  from  the  Log-book  of  the  schooner  Rossie. 

July  12th,  sailed  from  Baltimore.  July  15,  left 
Cape  Henry.  July  17th,  spoke  ship  Electra,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, informed  her  of  the  war.  July  21st,  spoke 
brig  Triton,  of  Portsmouth,  informed  her  of  the  war. 
Spoke  ship  Rising  Sun,  of  Baltimore,  informed  her 
of  the  war.  July  22d,  seized  brig  Nymph,  of  New- 
bufyport,  for  breach  of  the  non -importation  law  ; 
snoke  ship  Reserve  of  Bath ; brig , from  Lis- 

bon to  New* -London,  informed  her  of  the  war.  July 
23,  was  chased  by  a frigate,  fired  25  shot  at  us,  out- 
sailed her.  J uly  30,  chased  by  a frigate,  out-sailed 
her.  July  31,  took  and  burnt  the  ship  Princess- 
Royal.  Aug.  1,  took  and  manned  the  ship  Kitty  ; 
2d,  took  and  burnt  the  following : brig  Fame,  brig 
Dev'onshire,  sclir  Squid,  and  took  the  brig  Brothers 
—put  on  board  her.60  prisoners,  and 'sent  her  to  St. 
Johns,  to  be  exchanged  for  as  many  Americans.  3d, 
took  and  sunk  the  brig  Henry  and  schr  Rajce-horse, 
burnt  the  sclir  Halifax,  manned  the  brig  William  (ar- 
rived) and  gave  the  schr  Two  Brothers  to  40  prison- 
ers, and  sent  them  to  St.  Johns, .on  parole.  9th,  took 
the  ship  Jeanie,  after  a short  action,  she  mounting  12 
guns,  sent  her  for  the  United  States  (arrived.)  10th, 
seized  the  brig  Rebecca,  of  Saco,  from  London,  for 

a breach  of  the  non- importation  law,  (ar.) 14tb, 

spoke  brig  Hazard,  from  Cadiz,  informed  her  of  the 
war,  16th,  spoke  ship  Hercules,  from  Malta,  infer-' 
medlier  of  the  war.  17th,  spoke  brig  Favorite  from 
Cadiz  to  Boston.  20th,  spoke  brig  John  Adams,  who 
had  been  captured  and  plundered  by  the  Guerriere, 
and  let  go.  Aug.  25,  seized  sjiip  Euphrates,  of  New 
Bedford,  for  breach  of  the  non-importation  law,  (ar.) 
28th,  spoke  a brig,  prize  to  the  Benjn.  Franklin  pri- 
vateer. 29th;  spoke  ship  Jewell,  of  Portland,  infor- 
med her  of  the  war.  30,  spoke  sclir  Ann  & Mary,  of 
New  London,  informed  her  of  the  war.  Sept.7,  spoke 

brig , from  Providence,  r.  i . in  distress  ; left 

her  under  care  of  the  Revenue  cutter,  of  Newport. 
Sept.  9th,  chased  by  three  ships  of  Avar,  a short 
chase.  Sept.  10,  spoke  ship  Joseph,  from  Bonavista, 
informed  her  of  the  war.  10tli,  spoke  a brig,  prize 
to  the  schr  Saratoga,  of  N.  York.  Sept.  12,  chased 
by  a frigate  six  hours,  outsailed  her.  Sept.  16,  took 
bis  Britannic  majesty’s  packet  ship  princess  Amelia, 
after  a severe  action  of  nearly  an  hour,  at  pistol-shot . 
distance.  The  captain,  sailing-master,  and  one  man 
was  killed,  the  master’s  mate  and  six  men  wounded 
— we  had  Mr.  Long,  first  lieutenant, severely  wound- 
ed, and  six  men  (most  of  whom  have  recovered)  the , 
ship  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  Rossie  much  injured  in 
sails  and  rigging.  Sept.  16,  fell  in  with  thi’ee  ships 
and  a brig  armed,  exchanged  shot  with  the  commo- 
dore, received  an  18  pound  shot  through  our  quarter, 
wounded  a man  and  lodged  in  our  pump  ; continued  . 
to  dog  and  watch  the  above  vessels,  4 days  in  hopes 
to  separate  them,  but  in  vain.  Sept.  23d,  spoke  the 
private  armed  schooner  Globe,  capt.  Murphy,  of  Bal- 
timore, went  in  pursuit  of  the  above  vessels,  but 
could  not  fall  in  with  them.  25th,  spoke  a Spanish 
brig  bound  to  Porto-Rico.  Oct.  8th,  took  (in  com- 
pany with  the  Globe)  the  schr  Jubilee,  and  sent  her 
in.  9th,  spoke  a Spanish  schr  from  Palma  to  Porto 
Rico.  10th,  chased  and  spoke  the  privateer  schr 
Rapid,  of  Charleston,  s.  c.  52  days  out,  had  taken 
nothing.  22d.  seized  the  ship  Merimack,  for  breach 
of  the  non-importation  act.  Result  is  three  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ninety-eight  tons  of  shipping,  and 
two  hundred  and  seventeen  prisoners — valued  at  up- 
wards of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
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American  Prizes. 

(WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUE!*  PHOM  PACE  143  ) 

241.  Brig  Diamond,  220  tons,  12  guns,  with  a full 
cargo  of  cotton  and  logwood,  and  $2 500  in  gold, 
sent  into  Salem,  by  the  Alfred  privateer. 

242.  Brig  George,  270  tons,  laden  with  sugar  and 
cotton,  sent  into  ditto  by  ditto.  Both  vessels  were 
from  Brazil,  and  are  valuable,  worth  55120,000. 

243.  Brig  Neptune,  a prize  to  the  John,  of  Salem, 
has  arrived  at  that  port. 

244.  Ship  Jane,  of  Port  Glasgow,  a prize  to  ditto, 
has  also  arrived  at  Salem. 

245.  A schooner  laden  with  timber,  taken  by  the 
Saucy  Jack  of  Charleston,  and  given  irp  to  release 
the  prisoners  she  had  made. 

246.  Sloop  Louisa-Ann,  laden  with  molasses — 
seized  and  captured  by  a boat  from  the  Benjamin 
Franklin  privateer,  with  7 men,  in  Trinity  harbor, 
Martinique,  under  the  guns  of  a battery  of  12  eigh- 
teen pounders. 


Captain  Hull. 

The  following  anecdote  relative  to  the  late  splen- 
did action  between  the  Constitution  and  Gucrriere, 
derived  from  an  unquestionable  source,  is  worthy  of 
record,  as  it  is  characteristic  of  the  coolness,  pru- 
dence and  superior  skill  of  the  gallant  American 
commander. 

When  the  frigates  had  approached  within  cannon 
shot,  the  firing  was  commenced  by  the  Guerriere. 
Capt.  Hull  was  at  the  time  walking  the  quarter-deck. 
Shortly  after  the  first  fire  from  the  British  frigate,  j 
lieutenant  Morris,  who  was  so  severely  wounded  jn  j 
the  action,  came  up  from  the  gun-deck,  and  inform- 
ed captain  Hull  that  “ the  enemy  had  fired  and  killed  | 
two  men — shall  vve  return  the  fire  ?”  “ No  sir,”  re- 1 
plied  Hull. 

Shortly  after  he  again  returned — “ Sir  they  have 
fired  again  and  killed  two  more  men — shall  we  fire  ?” 
“ No  sir”  was  the  reply — ere  a few  minutes  had 
elapsed,  the  gallant  Morris  impatient  for  the  contest, 
appeared  again  and  in  an  earnest  tone,  wished  to 
know  whether  they  might  now  fire — Hull  after  paus- 
ing a moment  and  surveying  the  position  of  the  ships 
exclaimed,  “ Yes  sir,  you  may  now  fire.” 

The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  effect 
produced  by  the  first  discharge,  showed  with  what 
propriety  the  American  commander  had  restrained 
the  ardor  and  impetuosity  of  his  brave  crew — when 
he  saw  the  effect  of  his  fire,  he  immediately  exclaim- 
ed- By  — that  vessel  is  ours.”  Poidson. 


Augmentation  of  the  Navy. 

The  brilliant  success  that  has  attended  to  our  sea- 
men on  every  occasion  when  they  came  into  contact 
with  an  enemy,  aided  by  the  apparently  increasing 
necessity  of  the  measure,  as  pointing  to  peace,  with 
independence  and  safety,  the  grand  object  of  the 
war  in  which  we  have  reluctantly  engaged  ; we  are 
free  to  confess  has  materially  changed  our  ideas  as 
to  the  expediency  of  a naval  force— not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  gambling  merchant,  but  as 
the  means  of  securing  to  agriculture  and  legitimate 
commerce  a just  respect  from  foreign  nations  ,•  under 
the  persuasion,  that  we  have  the  materials,  as  well 
in  ships  as  in  men,  to  maintain  our  just  rights  and 
ae. end  ourselves.  From  a pretty  extensive  corres- 
pondence with  the  interior  of  the  United  States,  I 
am  ready  to  believe  that  a great  revolution  has  tak- 
en place  m the  minds  of  the  people,  as  to  this  im- 
portant matter.  Let  us  then  urge  our  representa 

es  m congress  to  lose  no  1 ime  in  bringing  the  ques- 


tion before  them.  If  they  -will  it — they  can  easily" 
put  afloat  from  5 to  600  heavy  guns  by  the  time  that 
the  enemy  will  gather  on  our  coast  in  the  spring, 
and  thereby  put  him  to  the  most  serious  inconveni- 
encies.  I tils  true  we  cannot  build  74’s  by  that  time  ; 
but  wc  can  convert  some  of  our  valuable  merchant- 
men into  excellent  cruising  ships  of  from  20  to  26 
guns,  and,  in  each  chief  port,  there  may  be  built  a 
44  gun  frigate. 

I am  verily  of  opinion  that  the  adoption  of  such  a 
measure  would  affect  the  enemy  more  powerfully 
than  tlve  subjugation  of  Canada,  important  as  the 
procedure  may  be  ; it  will  not  cost  one  twentieth 
part  of  the  money,  and,  besides,  may  enable  the  peo- 
ple on  the  sea-board  to  have  a glorious  part  in  the 
struggle  against  impressment  and  piracy.  As  im- 
prudent, aye,  and  impudent  in  wrong,  as  the  British 
government  are,  terror  will  seize  them  when  they  be- 
hold the  foundation  of  a power  that  will  contend 
with  them  for  the  trident ; and  they  will  consider 
how  great  our  weight  might  be  if  throw  n into  the 
scale  against  them  in  their  fut  ure  wars.  Policy,  self- 
love,  and  every  thing  else  that  has  influence  in  the 
mind  of  sordid  men,  would  dictate  to  them  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  diverting  us  from  warlike  mea- 
sures by  granting  as  an  honest  peace.  If  the  British 
monarchy  remains  entire,  there  is  no  government 
but  that  of  the  United  States  that  can  reasonably 

become  a maratime  rival. This  remark  may 

seem  wild  to  some  who  consider  the  mighty  resour- 
ces at  the  disposal  of  Bonaparte  ; but  he  wants  sea- 
men, and  Great  Britain  will  never  permit  him  to 
have  them  in  sufficient  numbers  to  give  her  alarm. — 
Some  of  the  London  wits  have,  in  addition  to  his 
other  titles,  called  him  “ master  ship  builder  to  his 
Britannic  majesty and,  indeed  his  fine  vessels  ap- 
pear destined  to  remain  in  his  own  waters  to  carry 
the  flag  of  his  enemy.  The  distance  that  we  are  re- 
moved from  Great  Britain,  with  the  nature  of  our 
coast  and  the  different  spirit  of  the  [people,  forbid 
the  idea  that  all  the  navy  of  England  could  shut 
up  our  flag  from  the  sea,  if  we  had  a few  stout  ves- 
sels-to  make  occasional  openings  in  such  part  of  the 
year  as  her  squadrons  might  infest  our  shores.  The 
force  of  the  British  navy,  though  eminently  powerful, 
is  much  deadened  by  the  extent  of  the  countries  and 
commerce  it  has  to  defend.  We  should  have  but  the 
one  object  to  look  at — the  immediate  protection  of 
ourselves. 

It  would  then  appear  that,  as  a war  or  peace  mea- 
sure, an  augmentation  of  the  navy  was  indispensably 
necessary.  I will  oost  money.  True — but  we  are 
very  able  to  pay  it : the  resources  of  our  country  have 
all  the  vigor  of  youth.  Let  us  put  forth  the  strength 
of  the  nation,  and  deserve  freedom  by  a jealous  and 
zealous  defence  of  our  rights,  be  they  assailed  by 
whom  they  may.  Let  us  be  as  vigorous  in  war  as  we 
are  reluctant  to  embark  in  it.  Thus  we  may  become 
what  Sparta  was,  while  virtuous.  She  never  invaded 
the  rights  or  territories  of  others  ; but,  in  defence  of 
her  own,  exerted  herself  with  irresistible  energy  and 
effect.  The  state  of  the  civilized  world  has  so  mate- 
rially changed,  and  “power  so  often  is  right,”  that 
we  must  also  change  our  habits,  if  we  expect  to  up- 
hold our  principles. 

Creek  Indians* 

General  Cocke  offered  the  following  resolutions  in 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see on  the  26th  ultimo,  which  were  adopted,  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  senate  for  their  concur 
fence : ' 

“ Whereas  murders  the  most  horrid  and  inhuman, 
hare  beer,  committed  on  the  people  inhabiting  th>- 
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frontiers  of  this  state,  by  a nation  (if  they  can  be  so 
denominated)  called  Creeks  : atonements  for  which 
murders  the. governor -of  this  state  has,  in  the  most 
correct  and  decided  manner,  and  in  strict  conformi- 
ty with  the  existing  laws,  demanded  ; and  which 
has  been  refused,  as  is  believed  by  this  general  as- 
sembly— in  consequence  of  the  false  representations, 
or  Indian  statements,  of  Benj.  Hawkins,  agent  for 
the  United  States  in  the  Creek  nation.  And  where- 
as it  is  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  whose 
pleasure  as  well  as  duty  it  is  to  watch  over  and  pre- 
serve the  liberties  of  those  who  have  honored  them 
with  their  confidence,  particularly  when  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity  and  justice  cries  aloud  for  revenge. 
Therefore, 

Resolved , that  the  governor  of  this  state  be  di- 
rected to  order  into  service  on  the  frontiers,  10,000 
of  the  militia  of  this  state,  to  wit : 5,Q00  on  the 
frontier  of  the  West,  and  5,000  on  the  frontier  of 
East  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a re- 
petition of  those  horrid  scenes  of  savage  barbarity ; 
and  to  punish  with  death , the  savage  foe  who  dare 
make  the  attempt. 

“ Resolved , that  the  governor  be  directed  to  send 
a messenger  to  the  Creek  nation  forthwith,  and  de- 
mand a prompt  surrender  of  all  the  murderers  of  the 
citizens  of  Tennessee  ; and  if  not  delivered  in  20 
days  after  the  return  of  said  messenger,  to  order  out 
a sufficient  force  to  exterminate  the  Creek  nation. 

“ Resolved , that  the  governor  of  this  state  be  re- 
quested to  forward,  without  delay,  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  a copy  of  the  foregoing’ pream- 
ble and  resolutions,  as  expressive  of  our  feelings  and 
determination  on  a subject  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  tranquility  and  happiness  of  the  people  of 
Tennessee. 

“ Resolved , that  it  is  expedient  that  a law  be  im- 
mediately passed,  to  authorise  the  governor  to  draw 
on  either  of  the  treasurers  of  this  state,  for  such 
sums  of  money  as  may  be  sufficient  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject contemplated  by  the  foregoingresolutions. 

“ Resolved  also,  that  the  senators  and  representa- 
tives from  this  state  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  be  instructed  and  requested  to  use  their  best 
endeavors  with  the  proper  authority,  to  have  Benj. 
Hawkins  removed  from  the  Creek  agency.” 

[We  have  before  seen  some  insinuations  against 
the  conduct  of  colonel  Hawkins  ; but  we  hoped,  as 
we  yet  hope,  they  are  unfounded.  The  subject  be- 
ing now,  however,  brought  before  a legislative  body, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  notice  it.]  [Ed.  Reg.  ’ 
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Dudley  Chase,  Esq.  a republican,  has  been  elected 
a senator  of  the  United  States,  by  the  legislature  of 
Vermont,  vice  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  whose  period  of 

service  expires  on  the  4th  of  March  next. The 

votes  were,  for  Chase  110— for  R.  Tyler  (also  repub- 
lican) 94 — and  4 scattering.  This  choice  clearly  shews 
the  positive  materials  of  what  the  majority  is  com- 
posed. 

At  the  general  election  in  October  last,  sixteen 
gentlemen  were  chosen,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  in- 
corporation, as  electors  of  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore. They  were  pledged  to  vote  for  Edvard 
Johnson  ,nnd  they  were  elected,  nemine  contmdicente. 
On  Monday  last  "they  assembled  for  the  purpose,  and 
unanimously  re-elected  Mr.  Johnson. 

Colonel  Ogden  is  chosen  governor  of  New-Jersey. 
He  had  30  votes— judge  Pennington,  the  republican 
candidate,  22. 

The  president  has  been  pleased  to  confer  the  bre- 
vet rank  of  major,  on  eaph  Z.  Taylor,  for  his  gallant 
defence  of  fort  Harrison. 


Roger  Griswold,  Esq.  governor  of  Connecticut# 
departed  this  life  on  the  25th  ult.  in  the  51st  year  of 
his  age  .He  was  interred  with  military  and  civil  honors. 

The  general  assembly  of  Maryland  met  at  Annapo- 
lis on  Monday  last.  John  C . Herbert,  Esq.  Vas  elect- 
ed speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  Upton  S. 
Reed,  Esq.  clerk. 

Judging  from  the  returns  that  have  reached  us,  we 
Venture  an  opinion  that  the  Madisonian  electoral 
ticket  has  succeeded  in  Pennsylvania  by  a majority 
of  25,000  votes. 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  have  taken  from  the 
people  the  privilege  of  electing  electors  of  a Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  The 
election  was,  by  law,  to  have  come  on  three  or  four 
days  after  the  meeting  of  the  assembly.  By  this 
measure  the  vote  of  New-Jersey  will  be  given  to  Mr. 
Clinton.  They  have  also  abolished  the  general  ticket 
for  Congress. 

Langdon  Cheves,  William  Lowndes,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, John  Chapel,  Samuel  Farrow,  Theodore  Gour- 
din  and  William  Mayrant,  all  republicans,  are  elect- 
ed to  the  13th  congress,  from  South  Carolina. 

Return  J.  Meigs,  esq.  has  been  re-elected  governor 
of  Ohio,  by  a large  majority. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  elected  to  represent 
the  state  of  Georgia,  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  : G.  M.  TroUp,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Bolling  Hall, 
John  Forsyth,  Wm.  Barnett,  Thomas  Telfair.  The 
three  last  are  new  members.  They  are  republicans. 

A collection  of  people  at  Savannah  have  destroyed 
a vessel  at  that  place,  loaded  with  supplies  for  St. 
Augustine ; and  at  a meeting  of  the  citizens,  reso- 
lutions have  been  entered  into  expressing  their  de- 
testation of  all  who  engage  in  furnishing  supplies  to 
those  who  have  proved  themselves  so  inimical  to 
the  United  States.  In  the  affair  first  mentioned,  one 
or  two  persons  were  unfortunately  killed. 

All  the  money  on  board  the  Abergavenny,  lost 
some  years  near  Weymouth,  to  the  amount  =£60,000 
in  dollars,  has  been  recovered  by  means  of  the  diving 
bell.  The  vessel  has  been  since  blown  up  under  wa- 
ter, so  as  to  prevent  the  wreck  from  forming  a dan- 
gerous shoal. — London  paper  Jtugust  22. 

Roman  antiquities. — Some  valuable  Roman  anti- 
quities have  lately  been  discovered  by  Mr.  Noble, 
farmer  of  the  ground,  (while  clearing  away  the 
stones  of  the  east  side  for  building)  at  Plumpton,  «, 
village  between  Penrith  and  Carlisle,  distant  from 
the  former  place  about  five  miles.  This  village  is 
situated  near  a Roman  station,  called  Penrith  by  the 
country  people ; Breilietanaarum,  by  Horsely ; and 
by  Camden  Petriana.  The  antiquities  consist  of  a 
considerable  number  of  silver  and  brass  coins,  some 
of  them  in  good  preservation  ; several  pieces  of  brass 
which  appear  to  have  been  appendages  to  the  handle 
of  a sword  ; and  a part  of  a lamp  of  bronze,  or  some 
similar  metal,  fashioned  in  the  shape  of  a bird,  of 
very  fine  workmanship.  The  belly  is  wanting;  in 
other  respects  it  has  received  no  injury  from  the  cor- 
roding tooth  of  time.  Mr.  Noble,  we  are  glad  to 
learn,  is  indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  to  recover 
more  monuments  of  former  times.  In  his  pursuits, 
he  has  cleared  away  the  stones  and  rubbish  from  the 
whole  of  the  eastern  side,  132  yards  long,  to  the 
very  foundation  of  the  wall,  which  is  three  course 
in  height,  quite  entire,  and  of  excellent  masonry  ; 
in  the  centre  is  a large  gateway.  Within  the  area  of 
the  fort,  which  contains  three  acres,  the  foundations 
of  regular  streets  of  houses  are  very  discernable. — 
We  understand  Mr.  Noble’s  landlordlias  given  him 
liberty  to  improve  the  ground  as  he  pleases.  We 
cannot  doubt,  then,  that  the  whole  station  will  be 
speedily  cleared  out. 
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DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  the  President's  Message  to  Congress. 

LETTERS  FROM  MR.  MONROE  TO  MB.  RUSSEL,  CHARGE  DES 
AFFAIRES  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Russel,  June  26,  1812. 

“This  letter  is  committed  to  Mr.  Foster,  who  has  promised  to  deli- 
ver it  to  you  in  saiety. 

‘•On  the  18th  of  this  month  a declaration  of  war  against  Great 
Britain  passed  congress.  I sent  you  u copy  of  the  act,  of  the  Pre- 
sident’s message,  and  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations, which  brought  the  subject  under  consideration. 

“This  measure  has  been  produced  by  the  continued  aggressions 
of  the  British  government  on  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  presumption  arising  from  them  and  other  facts,  which  it  is  un- 
necessary to  l’ecite,  that  no  favorable  change  of  policy  might  be 
expected  from  it.  It  was  impossible  for  the  U.  States  to  surrender 
their  rights,  relinquishing  the  ground  which  they  iiad  taken,  and  it 
was  equally  incompatible  with  their  interests  and  character  to  re- 
ly longer  on  measures  which  had  failed  to  accomplish  their  objects. 
"War  was  the  only  remaining  alternative,  and  that  fact  being  clear- 
ly ascertained,  you  will  find  by  the  documents  transmitted  that  it 
♦'as  adopted  w ith  decision* 

“As  war  has  been  resorted  to  from  necessity,  and  of  course  with 
reluctance,  this  government  looks  forward  to  the  restoration  of 
peace  with  much  interest,  and  a sincere  desire  to  promote  it  on 
conditions,  just,  equal  and  honorahle  to  both  the  parties.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  terminate  the  war  on  such  condi- 
tions, and  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  President  to  meet  it  in 
arrangements  to  that  effect. 

“Although  there  are  many  just  and  weighty  causes  of  complaint 
against  Great  Britain,  you  w ill  perceive  by  the  documents  trans- 
mitted, that  the  orders  in  council, and  other  blockades,  illegal, ac- 
cording to  the  principles  lately  acknowledged,  and  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  are  considered  to  lie  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. If  the  orders  in  council  are  repealed,  and  no  illegal  bloc- 
kades are  substituted  to  them,  and  orders  are  given  to  discontinue 
the  impressment  of  seamen  from  our  vessels,  and  to  restore  those 
already  impressed,  there  is  no  reason  why  hostilities  should  not  im- 
mediately cease.  Securing  these  objects,  you  are  authorised  to 
stipulate  an  armistice  to  commence  from  the  signature  of  the  in- 
strument providing  for  it,  or  at  the  end  of  fifty  or  sixty  days,  or 
other  the  shortest  term  that  the  British  government  will  assent  to. 
Definite  arrangements  will  be  made  on  these  and  every  otherdif- 
ference  by  a treaty,  to  be  concluded  either  here  or  at  London, 
though  it  is  much  desired  that  the  subject  should  be  entered  on  in 
this  city. 

“As  an  inducement  to  the  British  government  to  discontinue  the 
practice  of  impressment  from  our  vessels,  you  may  give  assurances 
that  a law  will  be  passed  (to  he  reciprocal)  to  prohibit  the  em- 
ployment of  British  seamen  in  the  public  or  commercial  service 
of  the  U.  States.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  such  an  arrangement 
would  prove  much  more  efficacious  in  securing  to  Great  Britain 
her  seamen,  than  the  practice  to  which  it  is  proposed  so  he  a substi- 
tute, independent  of  all  the  other  objections  to  it. 

“Indemnity  for  in  juries  received  under  the  orders  in  council,  and 
other  edicts  violating  our  rights,  seems  to  be  incident  to  their  re- 
peal : but  the  President  is  willing  that  the  consideration  of  that 
claim  should  not  be  pressed  at  this  time,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the 
preliminary  arrangement  alluded  to.  It  w ill  be  proper  to  bring  it 
into  view  merely  to  shew  that  it  is  expected  that  provision  will  be 
made  for  it  in  the  tx-eaty  which  is  to  follow.  Every  other  inte- 
rest may  also  be  provided  for  at  the  same  time.- 

“It  is  hoped  that  the  British  government  will  find  it  consistent 
with  its  interest  and  honor,  to  terminate  the  war  by  an  armistice 
in  the  manner  and  on  the  conditions  proposed.  In  so  doing,  it  will 
abandon  no  right,  it  will  sacrifice  no  interest ; it  will  abstain  only 
from  violating  our  rights,  a. id  in  return  it  will  restore  peace  with 
the  power  from  whom,  in  a friendly  commercial  intercourse,  so  ma- 
ny advantages  will  be  derived,  not  to  mention  the  injuries  which 
cannot  fail  to  result  from  a prosecution  of  the  war.” 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Department  of  State,  July  27,  1812. 

SIR— I wrote  you  on  the  26th  of  June,  by  Mr.  Foster  a letter 
Which  he  promised  to  deliver  to  you  in  person  or  by  a safe  hand. 

In  that  letter  you  were  informed, that  the  orders  in  council  and 
other  illegal  blockades,  and  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  by 
Great  Britain,  as  you  well  knew  before,  were  the  principal  causes 
of  the  war,  and  that  if  they  were  removed,  you  might  stipulate  an 
armistice,  leaving  them  and  all  other  grounds  of  difference,  for.  finui 
and  more  precise  adjustment  by  treaty.  As  an  inducement  to  the 
British  government  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  impressment 
from  our  vessels,  by  which  alone  our  seamen  can  he  made  secure, 
you  were  authorised  to  stipulate  a prohibition  by  law.  to  he  reci- 
procal, of  the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  the  public  or  com- 
JBercial  service  of  the  U,  States.  As  such  an  arrangenwut,  which 
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might  b«  made  completely  effectual  and  satisfactory  hv  suitable  re- 
gulations and  penalties,  would  operate  almost  exclusively  in  luvor 
of  Great  Britain, for  as  few  of  our  seamen  ever  enter  voluntarily 
into  the  British  service,  the  reciprocity  would  be  nominal ; its  ad- 
vantage to  Great  Britain  would  be  more  than  an  equivalent  for  any 
she  derives  from  impressment,  which  alone  ought  to  induce  her  to 
abandon  the  practice,  if  she  had  no  other  motive  for  it.  A stipu- 
lation to  prohibit  by  law  the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  the 
service  of  the  U.  States,  is  to  be  understood  in  the  sense  and  spirit 
of  the  constitution.  The  passage  of  such  law  must  depend  of 
course  on  congress,  who,  it  might  reasonably  be  presumed,  might 
give  effect  to  it. 

By  authorising  you  to  secure  these  objects  as  the  grounds  of  an  ar- 
mistice, it  was  not  intended  to  restrict  you  to  any  precise  Ibrmiu 
which  it  should  he  done.  It  is  not  particularly  necessary  that  the  se- 
veral points  should  be  specially  provided  for  in  the  convention  stipu- 
lating the  armistice.  A clear  and  distinct  understanding  with  the 
British  government  on  the  subject  ofimpressinent,  comprising  in  it 
the  discharge  of  men  already  impressed,  and  on  future  blockades,  if 
the  orders  in  council  are  revoked,  is  all  that  is  indispensable.  The 
orders  in  council  being  revoked,  and  the  proposed  understanding 
on  the  other  points,  that  is,  on  blockades  and  impressment,  being 
first  obtained,  in  a manner,  though  informal,  to  admit  of  no  mistake 
or  disagreement  hereafter,  the  instrument  providing  for  the  armis- 
tice may  assume  a general  form,  especially  if  more  agreeable  to  the 
British  government.  It  may  for  example  be  said  in  general  terms, 
“that  both  powers  being  sincerely  desirous  to  terminate  the  differ- 
ences which  unhappily  subsist  between  them,  and  equally  so,  that 
full  time  Should  be  given  for  the  adjustment  thereof,  agree, 

“1st.  That  an  armistice  shall  take  place  for  that  purpose,  to  com- 
mence on  the day  of . 

*‘2d  That  they  will  forthwith  appoint  on  each  side  commission- 
ers with  full  power  to  form  a treaty,  which  shall  provide,  by  reci- 
procal arrangements,  for  the  security  of  their  seamen  from  being 
taken  or  employed  in  the  service  of  the  other  power,  for  the  regu- 
lation of  their  commerce,  and  all  other  interesting  questions  now 
depending  between  them. 

“3d.  The  armistice  shall  not  cease  without  a previous  notice  by 

one  to  the  other  party  of days,  and  shall  not  he  understood  a a 

having  other  effect  than  merely  to  suspend  military  operations  by 
land  and  by  sea.” 

By  this  you  will  perceive  that  the  President  is  desirous  of  remov- 
ing every  obstacle  to  an  accommodation  which  consists  merely  of 
form,  securing  in  a sale  and  satisfactory  manner  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  U.  States  in  these  two  great  and  essential  circum- 
stances, as  it  is  presumed  may  be  accomplished  by  the  proposed  un- 
derstanding; he  is  willing  that  it  be  dohein  a manner  the  most  sa- 
tisfactory and  honorable  to  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  United 
States.  I iiave  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

MR.  GRAHAM  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Department  of  State,  August*),  1812. 

SIR— The  secretary  left  this  city  aboyt  ten  days  ago  on  a short 
visit  to  Virginia.  Since  that  period  Mr.  Baker  has.  in  consequence 
of  some  dispatches  from  his  government  addressed  to  Mr.  Foster 
made  to  me  a communication  respecting  the  intentions  of  his  go^ 
vernment  as  regards  the  orders  in  council.  It  was  of  a character, 
however,  so  entirely  informal  and  confidential,  that  Mr.  Baker  did 
not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  make  it  in  the  form  of  a note  verbal  or 
pro  memoria,or  even  to  permit  me  to  take  a memorandum  of  it 
at  the  time  he  made  it.  As  it  authorises  an  expectation  that  some- 
thing more  precise  and  definite,  in  an  official  form,  may  soon  be  ro 
ceived  by  this  government,  it  is  the  less  necessary  that  I should  go 
into  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the  President  in  relation  to  it, 
more  particularly  as  the  .secretary  of  state  is  daily  expected  and  will 
be  able  to  doit  in_a  manner  more  satisfactory. 

I refer  you  to  the  enclosed  papers  for  information  as  to  the  ma- 
ritime and  military  movements  incident  to  the  war,  and  w ill  add, 
that  the  President  is  anxious  to  know  as  soon  as  possible,  the  re- 
sult of  the  proposals  you  were  authorised  to  make  to  the  British 
government  respecting  an  armistice.  He  considers  them  so  fair 
and  reasonable,  that  he  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  be  acceded 
to,  and  thus  be  the  means  of  hastening  an  honorable  and  perma- 
nent peace.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  JOHN  GRAHAM. 

MR.  GRAHAM  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Department  of  State,  August  10,  1812. 

SIR— Thinking  that  it  may  possibly  be  useful  to  you,  I do  my- 
self the  honor  to  enclose  a memorandum  of  the  eonversasion  be- 
tween Mr.  Baker  and  myself,  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  yesterday’s 
date.  From  a conversation  with  Mr.  Baker  sinee  this  memoran- 
dum was  made,  I find  that  I was  com  cl  in  representing  to  the  Pre- 
sident that  the  intimation  from  Mr.  Foster  and  the  British  autho- 
rities at  Halifax  was  to  be  understood  as  connected  with  a suspend 
sign  of  hostilities  OR  the  frontiers  of  Canada.  1 have  the*  honor.  &C. 

(Signed)  JOHN  GRAHAM 
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Jlfemoravdvm  referred  to  in  the  above  letter. 

Mr.  Baker  verbally  eoi.».nnn>ic;U<  d tome  for  the  information  of 
the  President,  that  be  had  received  dispatch  s I rom  bis  government 
addressed  to  Mr.  Foster,  dated  (I  believe)  about  the  17th  .Tune,  from 
width  he  was  authorised  to  sa;. , that  an  official  declaration  would  i 
b sent  to  this  country,  that  the  orders  in  council,  so  far  as  they 
affected  the  United  States,  would  be  equaled  on  th«*  first  Angus  , 
to  be  revived  on  the  1st  May,  18 13,  unless  the  conduct  of  the  French 
government  and  the  result  of  the  communications  with  the  Ame- 
rican government  should  be  such  ns,  in  the  opinion  of  his  majesty, 
to  render  their  revival  unnecessary.  Mr.  Baker  moreover  stand, 
that  t'ue  orders  would  be  revived,  provided  tic  American  govern- 
ment did  riot,  within  fourteen  days. al'i • t tbv\  ivtcRed  the  oflicial 
declaration  of  their  repeal,  admit  British  armed  vess  Is  into  their 
ports, and  put  an  end  to  the  restrictive  measures  which  had  grown 
out  of  die  orders  in  council. 

The  dispatches  authorising  this  communication  to  the  American 
government  expressly  directed  that  it.  should  be  made  verbally,  and 
Mr.  Baker  did  not  consider  himself  at  liberty,  to  reduce  it  to  writ- 
ing, even  in  the  form  of  a note  verbal,  or  pro  memorin,  or  to  suiter 
me  to  take  a memorandum  of  his  communication  at  the  time  he 
made  it.  I understood  from  him  that  the  dispatches  had  been  open- 
ed by  Mr.  Foster  at  Halifax,  who,  in  consequence  of  a conversation 
he  had  w ith  vice-admiral  Sawyer  and  sir  John  Slierbroke,  bail  au- 
thorised Mr.  Baker  to  say,  that  these  gentlemen  would  agree,  as  a 
pleasure  leading  to  a suspension  of  hostilities,  that  all  captures  made 
after  a day  to  be  fixed,  should  not  be  proceeded  against  immedi- 
ately, but  be  detained  to  await  the  future  decision  of  the  two.  go- 
vernments.— Mr.  Foster  had  not  seen  sir  Geovgj  Prevost,  but  had 
written  to  him  by  express,  ami  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  would 
agree  to  an  arrangement  for  the  temporary  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities. 

Mr.  Baker  also  stated  that  he  lmd  received  an  authority  from  Mr. 
Poster  to  act  as  charge  ties  affaires,  provided  the  American  govern- 
ment would  receive  him  in  that  character,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling him  officially  to  communicate  the  declaration  which  was  to 
lie  expected  from  the  British  government;  his  functions  to  be  un- 
derstood, of  course,  as  ceasing  oil  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  I re- 
plied, that  although,  to  so  general  and  informal  a communication, 
no  answer  might  lie  necessary,  and  certainly  no  particular  answer 
expected,  yet,  I was  authorised  to  say,  that  the  communication  is 
received  with  sincere  satisfaction,  as  it  is  hoped  that  the  spirit  in 
which  it  was  authorised  by  his  government  may  lead  to  such  fur- 
ther communications  as  will  open  the  way,  not  only  to  an  early 
and  satisfactory  termination  of  existing  hostilities,  but  to  that  en- 
tire adjustment  of  all  the  differences  which  produced  them,  and 
that  permanent  peace  and  solid  friendship  which  ought  to  be  mu- 
tually desired  hv  both  countries  and  which  is  sincerely  desired  by 
this.  With  tliis  desire  an  authority  was  given  to  Mr.  Russel  on  the 
subject  of  an  armistice  as  introductory  to  a final  pacification,  as  iias 
Been  made  known  to  Mr.  Foster,  and  the  same  desire  will  be  felt  on 
the  receipt  of  the  further  and  more  particular  communications 
which  are  shortly  to  be  expected  with  respect  to  the  joint  intima- 
tion froth  Mr.  Foster  and  the  British  authorities  at  Halifax  on  the 
subject  of  suspending  judicial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  maritime 
captures,  to  be  accompanied  by  a suspension  of  military  opera- 
tions. The  authority  given  to  Mr.  Russel  just  alluded  to,  and  of 
which  Mr.  Foster  was  the  bearer,  is  full  proof  of  the  solicitude  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  bring  about  a general  sus- 
pension of  hostilities  on  admissible  terms,  with  as  little  dejay  as 
possible.  It  was  not  to  “be  doubted,  therefore,  that  any  ether  prac- 
ticable expedient  for  attaining  a similar  result  would  readily  he-con- 
curred  in.  Upon  the  most  favorable  consideration,  however,  which 
could  be  given  to  the  expedient  suggested  through  him,  it  did  not 
appear  to  be  reducible  to  any  practicable  shape  to  which  the  ext- 
cutive  would  be  authorised  to  give  ic  the  necessary  sanction,  nor 
indeed  is  it  probable  that  if  it  was  less  liable  to  insuperable  difficul- 
ties, that  it  could  have  any  mai  rial  effect  previous  to  the  result 
of  the  pacific  advance  made  by  this  gorenanei*  . and  which  must, 
if  favorably  received,  become  operative  as  soon  as  any  other  avrange- 
nreut  that  could  now  be  made.  It.  was  stated  to  Mr.  Baker,  that  the 
President  did  not,  under  existing  circumstances,  consider  Mr.  Fos- 
ter as  vested  wjth  the  power  of  appointing  a charge  des  affaires  ; 
lint  that  no  difficulty,  in  point  of  lbrm,  would  be  made,  as  any  am 
identic  communication  through  him,  or  any  other  channel,  would 
be  received  with  attention  aiid  respect. 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TO  MR.  RIJSSEE. 

Department  of  State , August  21,  1812. 

\F.xtmcf] — My  last  letter  to  you  was  of  the  27th  July,  and  was 
forwarded  bv  the  British  packet,  the  Aithea,  under  tiie  special  pro- 
tection of  Mr.  Baker.  The  object  of  tlrcit  letter,  and  of  the  next 
preceding  one,  of  the  26th  of  June,  was  to  in  vest,  you  with  power 
to  suspend  by  an  armistice,  on  such  fair  conditions  as  it  was  pre- 
sumed could  "not  be  rejected,  the  operation  of  the  war,  which  had 
been  brought  on  the  United  States  by  theinjustiee  and  violence  of 
the  British  government.  At  the  moment  ot  the  declaration  of  war. 
the  President  regretting  the  necessity  which,  produced  it,  looked 
to  its  termination  and  provided  for  it,  and  happy  will  it  be  for  both 
.countries,  if  the  disposition  felt,  and  the  advances  made  on  his 
part,  are  entertained  and  met  by  the  British  government  in  a simi- 
lar spirit. 

You  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Graham  of  what  passed  in  my 
late  absence  from  tlie  city,  in  an  interview  between  Mr.  Baker  anil 
him,  in  consequence  of  a dispatch  from  the  British  government  to 
Fir.  Foster,  received  at  Halifax,  just  before  he  sailed  for  England, 
and  transmitted  by  him  to  Mr.  Barker,  relating  to  a proposed  sus- 
pension or  repeal  of  the  British  orders  in  council : You  will  have 
seen  by  the  note  forward  to  you  by  Mr.  Graham,  of  Mr.  Baker’s 
communication  to  him,  that  Fir.  Foster  had  authorised  Jlim  to  state 
that  the  commanders  of  the  British  forces  at  Halifax  would  agree 
to  a suspension,  after  a day  to  be  fixed,  of  the  condemnation  of 


prizes,  to  await  the  decision  of  both  governments,  without,  bow- 
• -r,  pr:  venting  captures  on  either  side.  It  appears  also  that  Mr. 
Foster  had  promised  to  communicate  with  sir  George  Prevost  and 
to  advise  him  to  propose  to  our  government  an  armistice. 

Sir  George  Prevost  lias  since  proposed  to  g-ji;  val  Dearborn,  at 
tlte  suggestion  of  Mr.  Foster,  a suspension  of  offensive  operations 
by  land,  in  a letter  Which  was  transmitted  by  the  general  to  the  se- 
cretary at  war,  A provisional  agreement  u as  entered  into  between 
gem  rai  Dearborn  and  col.  Baynes,  the  British  adjutant-general, 
beats  r of  gen.  PreVost’s  letter,  that  m it  ;er  party  should  act  offen- 
sive!), be  lore  the  decision  of  our  government  should  betaken  on 
the  sunject. 

. Since  my  return  to  Washington,  the  document  alluded  to  in  Mr. 
Foster’s  dispatch,  as  finally  decided  on  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, lias  been  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Baker,  with  a remark,  that 
• its  authenticity  might  be  relied  on.  Mr.  Baker  added,  that  it  was 
not  improbable  that  the  admiral  at  Halifax  might  agree  likewise  to 
a suspension  ot  captures,  though  he  did  not  profess  or  appear  to  be 
acquainted  with  his  sentiments  on  that  point. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  which  merit 
attention,  the  President  regrets  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  accede 
to  the  proposed  arrangement.  The  following  are  among  the  prin- 
ci pal-reasons  which  have  produced  this  decision. 

1st.  The  President  has  no  power  to  suspend  judicial  proceed- 
ings on  prizes.  A capture,  if  lawful,  vests" a right,  over  which  he 
has  no  control.  Nor  could  he  prevent  captures  otherwise  than  by 
an  indiscriminate  recal  ofthe  commissions  granted  to  our  privateers, 
which  he  could  not  justify  under  existing  circumstances. 

2d.  The  proposition  is  not  made  by  the  British  government,  nor  is 
there  any  certainty  that  it  would  be  approved  by  it.  The  proposed 
arrangement,  if , acceded  to*  might  not  he  observed  by  the  British 
officers  themselves  if  their  government,  in  consequence  of  the  War, 
should  give  them  instructions  of  a different  character,  even  if  they 
were  given  without  a knowledge  of  the  arrangement. 

3d.  No  security  is  given,  or  proposed,  as  to  the  Indians,  nor  could 
any  he  relied  on.  They  have  engaged  in  the  war  on  the  side  of  the 
British  government,  and  are  now  prosecuting  it  with  vigor,  in  their 
usual  savage  mode.  They  can  only  be  restrained  by  torn*,  when 
once  let  loose,  and  that  force  has  already  been  ordered  out  lor  that 
purpose. 

4 tli.  The  proposition  is  not  reciprocal,  because  it  restrains  the  , 
United  States  from  acting  where  her  power  is  greatest,  and  leaves 
Great  Britain  at  liberty,  and  giv*s  her  time  to  augment  her  forces 
in  our  ni  ighborhood. 

5th.  That  as  a principal  object  of  the  war  is  to  obtain  redress 
against  the  British  practice  of  impressment,  an  agreement  to  sus- 
pend hostilities,  even  before  the  British  government  is  heard  front 
on  that  subject,  might  be  considered  a relinquishment  of  that 
claim. 

6th.  It  is  the  more  objectionable,  and  of  the  less  importance,  in 
consideration  ofthe  instructions  heretofore  given  you,  which,  if 
met  by  tit  British  government,  m.-iy  have  already  produced  the 
same  result  in  a greater  extent  and  more  satisfactory  form. 

I might  add,  that  the  declaration  itself  is  objectionable  in  many 
respects,  particularly  the  following. 

1st.  Because  it  asserts  a right  in  the  British  government  to  restore 
the  orders in  council,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  their  full  effect  on  a 
principle  of  retaliation  on  France,  under  cive n instances  of  w idth 
she  alone  is  to  judge  ; aright  which  tills  government  cannot  admit, 
especially  in  the  extent  heretofore  claimed,  and  acted  on  by  tile 
British  government. 

2d.  That  the  repeal  is  founded  exclusively  on  the  French  decree  of 
tlte  28th  of  April.  18J^I,  by  which  the  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan,  announced  on  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  to  take  ef- 
fect bn  the  first  of  November,  of  that  year,  at  which  time  their 
operation  actually  ceased,  is  disregarded,  as  are  the  claims  of  the 
United  States  arising  front  the  repeal  on  that  day,  even  according  to 
the  British  pledge. 

3d.  That  even  if  the  United  Stales  had  no  right  to  claim  the  re 
peal  of  the  British  orders  in  council  prior  to  the  French  decree  of 
the  28th  of  April,  1811,  nor  before  the  notification  of  that  decree 
to  the  British  government  on  the  20th  of  May,  ot  the  present  year, 
the  British  repeal  ought  to  have  borne  date  from  that  day,  and  been 
subject  to  none  of  the  limitations  attached  to  it. 

These  remarks  on  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent,  which 
ar  not  pursued  with  rigor,  nor  in  the  full  extent  which  they  might 
Ik*,  are  applicable  to  it,  in  relation  to  the  state  of  things  w hich  ex- 
isted before  the  determination  of  the  United  States  to  resist  theag- 
gressions  of  the  British  government  by  war.  By  that  determination 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries  have  beenaltogi  ther  chang- 
ed, and  it  is  only  by  a termination  of  the  war,  or  by  measures  lead- 
ing tojt,  by  consent  of  both  governments,  that  its  calamities  can 
be  closed  or  mitigated.  It  is  not  now  a question  whether  the  decla- 
ration of  the  Prince  Regent  is  such  as  ought  to  have  produced  a 
repeal  of  the  non-importation  act,  had  war  not  been  declared,  he* 
cause,  by  tbe  declaration  of  war,  that  question  is  superceded,  and 
the  non-importation  having  been  continued  in  force  by  congrc.^, 
and  become  a measure  of  war,  and  among  the  most  efficient,  it  is 
no  longer  subject  to  the  control  of  the  executive  in  tlte  sense,  and 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  adopted. 

The  declaration,  however,  of  the  Prince  Regent  will  not  be  with- 
out effect.  By  repealing  the  orders  in  council  without  reviving  the 
blockade  of  May  1806,  or  any  other  illegal  blockiuje,  as  is  under- 
stood to  be  the  case,  it  removes  a great  Obstacle  to  an  accommoda- 
tion. The  F resident  considers  it  an  indication  of  a disposition  in 
the  British  government  to  accommodate  the  differences  which  sub- 
sist between  the  countries,  and  I am  instructed  to  assure  you  that, 
if  such  disposition  really  exists,  and  is  persevenxl  in,  and  is  extend- 
ed to  other  objects,  especially  the  important  one  of  intprtssmeiff, 
a durable  and  happy  peace  and  reconciliation  cannot  tail  to  result 
from  it. 
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Letters  of  Mr.  Russel  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

MU,  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

London , June  26,  1812. 

SIR— I have  the  honor  to  ham!  to  yon,  herein,  an  order  ol‘  coun- 
cil of  the  23d  of  (hi*  month,  revoking  the  orders  in  council  of  the 
7th  of  January  1807,  and  of  the  26th  of  April  1809. 

To  this  decree  I have  added  copies  of  two  notes  of  the  same  date, 
from  lord  Castlereagh,  accompanying  the  communication  of  it  to 
me,  and  also  a copy  of  my  answer. 

With  great  respect  anil  consideration,  I am  sir,  your  very  faith- 
ful servant,  JONATHAN  RUSSEL. 

The  lion.  Janus  Monroe. 

LOUD  CASTLEREAGH  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Foreign  Office,  June  23,  1812. 

SIR— I am  commanded  by  the  Prince  Regent  td  transmit  to  yon, 
for  your  information,  the  enclosed  printed  copy  of  an  order  in 
council,  which  his  royal  highness,  acting  in  the  name,  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  majesty,'  was  this  day  pleased  to  issue,  for  the  revoca- 
tion (on  the  conditions  therein  specified)  of  the  orders  in  council, 
of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  and  of  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  solar 
as  may  regard  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  being  American 
property  from  the  1st  of  August  next. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  (Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

J.  Russel,  esq.  ire.  &c.  ire. 

LOUD  CASTLEREAGH  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Foreign  Office,  June  23,  1512. 

SIR— In  communicating  to  your  government  t he  order  in  council 
of  this  date,  revoking  (under  certain  conditions  therein  specified) 
those  of  January  7th,  1807,  and  of  April  26th,  1809,  I am  to  re- 
quest that.  vou  will  at  the  same  time  acquaint  thun  that  the  Prince 
Regent’s  ministers  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity,  after  the 
resumption  of  the  government,  to  advise  his  royal  highness  to  the 
adoption  of  a measure  grounded  upon  the  document  communicated 
by  you  to  this  office  on  the  20th  ultimo ; and  his  royal  highness  hopes 
that  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  may  ac- 
celerate a good  understanding  on  all  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  states.  . 

I shall  be  happy  to  have  the  honor  of  seeing  you  at  the  foreign 
office,  at  2 o’clock  to-morrow  ; and  beg  to  apprize  you  that  one  of 
his  majesty’s  vessels  will  sail  for  America  with  the  dispatches  of  the 
government  in  the  course  of  the  present  webk. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  (Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

J.  Russel,  esq.  ire.  &e.  &c. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  LORD  CASTLEREAGH. 

18,  Bentinck-street,  June  26,  1812. 

MY  LORD— I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
two  notes  addressed  to  me  by  your  lordship  on  the  23d  of  this  month, 
enclosing  an  order  in  council,  issued  that  day  by  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalt  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  for  the  revocation  (on  the  conditions  therein  spe 
cified)of  the  orders  in  council  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  and  of 
t he  26th  of  April  1809,  so  far  as  may  regard  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  being  American  property,  from  the  1st  of  August 
next.  1 

In  communicating  this  document  to  my  government,  I shall,  with 
much  satisfaction,  accompany  it  with  the  hopes  which  you  state  to 
be  entertained  by  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  it  may 
accelerate  a good  understanding  on  all  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  states.  I am  the  more  encouraged  to  believe  that  these 
hopes  will  not  be  disappointed  from  the  assurance  which  your  lord- 
ship  was  pleased  to  give  me,  in  the  conversation  of  this  morning  ; 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  your  lordship,  the  blockade  of  the  l6th  of 
May,  1806,  had  been  merged  in  the  orders  in  council,  now  revok- 
ed, and  extinguished  with  them  ; and  that  no  condition  contained 
in  the  order  of  the  23d  inst.  is  to  he  interpreted  to  restrain  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  from  the  exercise  of  its  right  to  ex- 
clude British  armed  vessels  from  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the 
United  States  when  ever  there  shall  he  special  and  sufficient  cause 
for  so  doing ; or  whenever  such  exclusion  shall,  from  a general  poli- 
cy, bfe  extended  to  the  armed  vessels  of  the  enemies  ol  Great  Britain 
—This  assurance  I am  happy  to  consider  as  evidence  of  a concili- 
atory spirit  which  will  aftord,  on  every  other  point  of  difference, 
an  explanation  equally  frank  and  satisfactory, 

I am,  iny  lord,  with  great  consideration,  your  lordship’s  most 
Obedient  servant,  (Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

The  right  hon.  lord  viscount  Castlwcagh,  ire. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

London , July  2,  1812* 

SIR— I avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  British 
packet,  to  transmit  to  vou  a copy  of  a note  from  lord  Castlereagh 
of  the  29th  ult.  which  I trust  will  put  at  rest  the  blockade  ol 
1806. 

I acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  note,  as  you  will  observe  by  the 
enclosed  copy  of  my  reply,  without  a comment. 

I did  not  think  it  useful  toienter  into  a discussion,  at  this  moment, 
concerning  the  legality  of  that  blockade,  which  as  no  new  doctrine 
appears  to  be  assumed,  is  made  to  depend  on  the  fact,  the  applica- 
tion of  an  adequate  force. 

In  like  manner  I have  forborne  to  notice  his  lordship’s  observa- 
tions concerning  the  exclusion  from  our  ports,  of  British  vessels  of 
war.  As  such  exclusion  is  required  to  accord  with  the  obligations 
of  strict  neutrality  only,  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  govern* 


ment  of  the  United  States  furnish  sufficient  security  against  a y 
question  arising  on  that  subject. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  assured 
obedient  servant,  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

The  hon.  Julies  Monroe,  ifc.  ire.  ire. 

LORD  CAST  LERKA  OH  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Foreign  Office,  June  *9.  1812. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Mr.  Russel’s  communication  of  the  2oth  inst. 

That  no  mistake  may  prevail  upon  the  explanation  given  in  con- 
versation by  lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Russel,  on  the  two  points  r*- 
fi-rred  to  in  Mr.  Russel’s  letter,  lord  Castlereagh  liegs  h ave  to  re- 
state to  Mr.  Russel,  with  respect  to  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  that 
in  point  of  fact,  this  particular  blockade  has  been  discontinued  for 
a length  of  time,  the  general  retaliatory  blockade  of  the  enemy’s 
ports,  established  under  the  orders  in  council  of  November,  1807* 
having  rendered  the  enforcement  of  it  by  his  majesty’s  ships  of  war 
no  longer  necessary : and  that  his  majesty’s  government  has  no  in- 
tention of  recurring  to  this  or  to  any  other  blockades  of  the  enemy’s 
ports,  founded  upon  thb  ordinary  and  accustomed  principles  of  ma- 
ritime law,  which  were  in  force  previous  to  the  order  in  council, 
without  a new  notice  to  neutral  juiwers  i'i  the  usual  form. 

With  respect  to  the  provision  of  the  order  of  the  23d  inst,  which 
refers  to  the  admission  of  British  ships  of  war  into  the  harbors  and 
waters  of  theU.  States,  lord  Castl-  reagh  informs  Mr.  Russel,  that 
this  claim  is  made  in  consequence  of  his  majesty’s  ships  being  now 
excluded,  whilst  those  of  the  enemy  are  admitted.  It  is  the  par- 
tial admission  of  one  of  the  belligerents,  of  which  Great  Britain 
feels  herself  entitled  to  complain,  as  a preference  in  favor  of  t!>e 
enemy  incompatible  with  the  obligations  of  strict,  neutrality.  W te 
the  exclusion  general,  the  British  government  would  consider  such 
a measure,  on  the  part  of  America,  as  matter  of  discussion  be- 
tween the  two  states,  but  not  as  an  act  of  partiality  of  which  they 
had  in  the  first  instance  a right  to  complain. 

Lord  Castlereagh  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Mr.  Russel  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  LORD  CASTLEREAGH. 

18,  Bcntinck-street,  July  1, 1812. 

Mr.  Russel  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  lord  Castlereagh,  dated  the  29th  ult.  containing  explanations  re- 
lative to  the  two  points  referred  to  in  Mr.  Russel’s  note  of  the  26th 
of  that  month  and  w ill  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communi- 
cating it  to  liis  government. 

Mr.  Russel  I legs  leave  to  avail  himself  of  this  occasion,  to  repeat 
to  lord  Castlereagh  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

London, 1st  Sept.  1812. 

SIR— You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copies  of  notes  which 
have  passed  between  lord  Castlereagh  and  me,  that  the  moderate 
and  equitable  terms  proposed  for  a suspension  of  hostilities,  have 
been  rejected,  and  that  it  is  my  intention  to  return  immediately  to 
the  U.  States. 

My  continuance  here,  after  it  has  been  so  broadly  intimated  to 
me  by  his  lordship, that  I am  no  longer  acknowledged  in  my  di- 
plomatic capacity,  and  after  a knowledge  that  instructions  are 
given  to  tile  British  admiral  to  negociate  an  arrangement  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  would,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  not 
only  be  useless  but  improper. 

It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  vessel  in  which  I propose  to  em- 
bark will  not  take  her  departure  before  the  15th  or  20th  of  this 
month. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideralion.  sir.  your  most 
obedient  servant,  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

To  the  hon.  James  Monroe,  ire* 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  LORD  CASTLEREAGH. 

London , August  24,  1812, 

MY  LORD— It  is  only  necessary,  I trust,  to  call  the  attention  of 
your  lordship  to  a review  of  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  prove  iueontrovertibly  its  unceasing  anxiety  to 
maintain  the  relations  of  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  Britain. 
Its  patience  in  suffering  the  many  wrongs  whickrit  has  received, 
and  its  perseverance  in  endeavoring  by  amicable  mea^s  to  obtain  re- 
dress, are  known  to  the  World.  Despairing,  at  length,  of  receiving 
this  redress  from  the  justice  of  the  British  government  to  which  it 
had  so  often  applied  in  vain,  and  feeling  that  a further  forbearance 
would  be  a virtual  surrender  of  interests  and  rights  essential  to  I he 
prosperity  and  independence  of  the  nation  confid'  d to  its  protec- 
tion, it  has  been  compelled  to  discharge  its  high  duty  by  an  ap|wa! 
to  arms. 

While,  however,  it  regards  this  course  as  the  only  one  which  re- 
mained for  it  to  pursue  with,  a hope  of  preserving  any  portion  of 
that  kind  of  character  which  constitutes  the  vital  strength  of  every 
nation,  yet  it  is  still  willingto  give  another  proof  of  the  spirit  which 
has  uniformly  distinguished  its  proceedings,  by  seeking  to  arrest, 
on  terms  consistent  with  justice  and  honor,  the  calamities  of  war. 
It  has  therefore  authorised  me  to  stipulate  with  his  Britannie  ma- 
jesty's government  an  armmicerto  commence  at  or  before  the  ex- 
piration of  sixty  days  after  the  signature  of  the  instrument  provid- 
ing for  it,  on  condition  that  the  orders  in  council  be  repealed  and 
no  illegal  blockades  to  be  substituted  to  them,  and  that  orders  1*; 
immediately  given  to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  persons  from 
American  vessels,  and  to  restore  the  citizens  of  the  U.  States  alrea- 
dy impressed  : it  being  moreover  well  understpod  that  the  British 
government  will  assent  to  enter  into  definite  arrangements,  soon 
as  may  be,  on  these  and  every  other  difference,  by  a treaty  to  bs 
concluded  either  at  London  or  Washington,  as  on  tin  in^axwX  can- 
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sideration  of  existing  circumstances  shall  be  deemed  most  expedi- 
ent. 

As  an  inducement  to  Great  Britain  to  discontinue  the  practice  of 
impressment  from  American  vessels,  I am  authorised  to  give  assu- 
rances that  a law  shall  be  passed  (to  be  reciprocal)  to  prohibit  the 
employment  of  British  stamen  in  the  public  or  commercial  service 
of  the  United  Stan  s. 

It  is  sincerely  believed  that  such  an  arrangement  would  prove 
more  eHicacious  in  securing  to  Great  Britain  Iter  seamen  than  the 
practice  of  impressment  so  derogatory  to  the  sovereign  attributes 
of  the  United  States,  and  so  incompatible  with  the  personal  rights 
of  their  citizens. 

Your  lordship  will  not  be  surprised  that  I have  presented  the 
Revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  as  a preliminary  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  act*  of  the  British 
government  ol'  the  23d  of  June  last,  ordaining  that  revocation,  is 
predicated  on  conditions,  the  performance  of  which  is  rendered 
impracticable  by  the  change  which  is  since  known  to  have  occur- 
red in  the  relations  between  the  two  countries.  It  cannot  now  be 
expected  that  the  government  of  the  U.  States  will  immediately  on 
due  notice  ol  that  act,  revoke  or  cause  to  be  revoked  its  acts  ex- 
cluding from  the  waters  and  harbors  of  the  U.  States,  ail  British 
armed  vessels,  and  interdicting  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain.  Such  a procedure  would  necessarily  involve  consequences 
too  unreasonable  and  extravagant  to  be  lor  a moment  presumed. 
The  order  in  council  of  the  23d  of  June  last,  w ill  therefore,  accord- 
ing to  its  own  terms  be  null  and  of  no  effect,  and  a new  act  of  the 
British  government,  adapted  to  existing  circumstances, is  obviously 
required  for  the  effectual  repeal  ol  the  orders  in  council  of  which 
the  United  States  complain. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  considers  indemnity  for 
injuries  received  under  the  orders  in  council  and  other  edicts,  vio- 
lating the  rights  ol'  the  American  nation,  to  be  incident  to  their 
repeal,  and  it  believes  that  satisfactory  provision,  will  be  made  in 
the  definite  treaty,  to  be  hereafter  n.g  orbited,  lor  this  purpose. 

The  conditions  now  offered  to  the  British  government  tor  the 
termination  of  the  war  by  an  armistice  as  above  stated,  are  so  mo- 
derate and  just  in  themselves,  and  so  entirely  consistent  with  its 
interest  and  honor,  that  a confident  hope  is  indulged  that  it  will  not 
besitateto  accept  them.  In  so  doing  it  will  abandon  no  right;  it 
will  sacrifice  no  interest;  it  will  abstain  only  from  violating  the 
rights  of  the  U.  States,  and  in  return  it  will  restore  peace  with  the 
power  from  whom  in  a friendly  commercial  intercourse  so  many 
advantages  are  to  be  derived. 

Your  lordship  is  undoubtedly  aware  of  the  serious  difficulties  with 
Which  a prosecution  of  the  war,  even  for  a short  period,  must  ne- 
cessarily embarrass  all  future  attempts  at  accommodation.  Passions 
exasperated  by  injuries— alliances  or  conquests  on  terms  w hich  for- 
bid their  abandonment— will  inevitably  hereafter  embitter  and  pro 
tract  a contest  which  might  now  be  so  easily  and  happily  termi- 
nated. 


should  desist  from  its  ancient  and  accustomed  practice  of  impress, 
ing  British  seamen  from  the  merchant  ships  of  a foreign  star,  sim- 
ply on  the  assurance  that  a law  shall  I:  ivaftt  r he  passed  to  prohibit 
the  employment  of  British  seaun-n  in  the  public  or  commercial  ser- 
vice of  that  state. 

The  British  government  now,  as  heretofore,  *s  ready  to  receive 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States, and  amicably  to  discuss, 
any  proposition  which  professes  to  have  in  vk-w  either  to  check 
abuse  in  the  exercise  of  the  practice  of  ini  press  n ant.  or  to  accom- 
plish by  mean®,  less  liable  to  v>  xation,  the  object  for  which  im- 
pressment has  hitherto  been  found  necessars  ; but  th>  y cannot  con- 
sent to  suspend  the  exercise  ofa  right  upon  which  to*  navalstr.  ngth 
of  the  empire  mainly  depends,  until  they  are  fully  convinced  that 
means  can  be  devised,  and  will  be  adopted,  by  w hich  the  object  to 
be  obtained  by  the  ext  rcise  of  that  right  can  be  effectually  secured. 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obe  .imt  hum  bit  servant, 
(Signed)  * CASTLEREAGH. 

J.  Russel,  esq,  ire.  ire.  ire. 

MR.  RUSS  El.  TO  .on  r CASTIF.RF.ARir. 

18,  Benthich’Street , 1ft  September  1812. 

MY  LORD— I have  learnt,  w ith  much  regret,  by  your  lordship’s 
note,  dated  the  29th  ult.  which  I did  not  receive  until  this  morn- 
ing, that  the  Prince  Regent  has  thought  proper  to  decline  to  ac- 
cede to  the  proposition  for  a suspension  of  hostilities,  contained  in 
my  note  of  the  24th  of  August. 

It  has  been  matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  my  view,  with  regard  to 
the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  of  the  23d  of  June  last, 
should  have  been  considered  to  have  been  incorrect,  when  it  appears 
by  your  lordship’s  note  that  the  British  government  itself  Lad  deem- 
ed it  necessary  to  give  powers  to  the  British  admiral  to  stipulate 
for  its  full  edi  ct,  and  thereby  admitted  that  a new  act  was  required 
for  that  purpose. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  announce  to  your  lordship,  that 
it  is  my  intention  to  embark  immediately  at  Plymouth,  on  board 
the  ship  Lark,  for  the  United  States,  and  to  request  that  permission 
may  be  granted,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  embarkation  of  my  ser- 
vants, baggage  and  the  effects  of  this  legation,  and  that  tin  neces- 
sary passports  maybe  furnished  for  my  own  and  their  safe  conduct 
to  that  destination. 

Ihvait  myself  of  this  occasion  to  apprize  your  lordship  that  I am 
authorised  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  leave  Reu- 
ben Gaunt  Beast  ly,  esq.  as  its  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  in  this- 
country,  and  to  desire  that  every  necessary  facility  may  be  afforded 
him  in  the  exercise  of  that  trust,  by  the  British  government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship’s  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

(Signed)  JON  A.  RUSSEL. 

The  right  hon.  lord  viscount  Castlereagh , ire. 


Deeply  impressed  with  these  truths,  I cannot  but  persuade  my- 
self that  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  w ill  take  into  his 
early  consideration  the  propositions  herein  made  on  behalf  of.  the 
United  States,  and  decide  on  them  in  a spirit  of  consideration  and 
justice. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
lordship’s  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

To  the  right  hon.  lord  viscount  Castlereagh,  ire. 

LORD  CASTLEREAGH  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Foreign  Office,  August  29. 

SIR — Although'  the  diplomatic  relations  Detween  the  two  govern- 
rnents  have  been  terminated  by  a declaration  of  w ar  on  the  part  ol 
the  U.  States,!  have  not  hesitated  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
oi'lho  case,  and  the  authority  under  which  you  act,  to  submit  to  the 
lymee  Regent  the  proposition  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  24th 
inst.  for  a suspension  of  hostilities. 

From  the  period  at  which  your  instructions  must  have  been  is- 
sued, it  is  obvious  t hat  this  overture  w*as  determined  upon  by  the 
government  of  the- U.  States,  in  ignorance  of  the  order  in  council 
oftlie23dof  June  last,  and  as  you  inform  me  that  you  are  not  at 
liberty  to  depart  from  the  conditions  set  forth  in  your  letter,  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Prince  Regent  feels  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  declining  to  accede  to  the  proposition 
therein  contained,  as  being  on  Various  grounds  absolutely  inadmissi- 
ble. 

As  soon  as  there  was  reason  to  apprebeiid  that  Mr.  Foster’s  func- 
tions might  have  ceased  in  America,  and  that  he  might  have  been 
obliged  to  withdraw  himself  in  consequence  of  w ar  having  been 
declared,  from  the  U.  States,  before  the  abovementioned  order  of  the 
23d  of  June,  and  the  instructions  consequent  thereupon  could  have 
reached  him,  measures  were  taken  for  authorising  the  British  ad- 
miral on  the  American  station,  to  propose  to  foe  government  of 
the  U.  States,  an  immediate  and  reciprocal  revocation  of  all  hostile 
orders  with  the  tender  of  giving  full  effect,  in  the  event  of  hostili- 
ties being  discontinued,  to  the  provisions  ol"  said  order,  upon  the 
conditions  therein  specified; 

From  this  statement  you  will  perceive  (that  the  view  you  have 
taken  of  this  part  of  the  subject  is  incorrect ; and  that  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  relations  between  the  two  eoun  tries,  the  operation  of 
the  order  of  the  23d  of  June  can  only  be  defeated  by  a refusal  on 
the  part  of  your  government  to  desist  from  hostilities,  or  to  com- 
ply v\  itji  the  conditions  expressed  in  the  said  order. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  your  having  no  pow  ers  to  negotiate 
I must  decline  entering  into  a detailed  discussion  of  the  propositions 
which  you  have  been  duveted  to  bring  forward. 

I cannot,  however,  retrain,  on  one  single  point,  from  express- 
ing my  surprise  ; namely,  that  as  a condition,  preliminary  even  to 
a suspension  o.  hostilities,  the  government  oi  the  United  States 
should  have  thought  fit  to  demand,  that  the  British  government 


MR.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

London  Sept.  t,  1812. 

SIR— I enclose  Herein  a copy  of  a note  received  yesterday  from 
lord  Castlereagh  which  will  acquaint  you  that  I have  obtained  my 
passports  to  return  to  the  United  States,  and  that  Mr.  Bcasely  is 
permitted  to  remain  as  agent  for  prisoners  of  war. 

Immediately  on  demanding  my  passport  I addressed  to  the  con- 
suls a circular,  Of  which  you  will  also  find  a copy  enclosed. 

The  Swiftsure  packet  sailed  on  the  31st,  of  last  month  from  Fal- 
mouth for  America,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  she  takes  out  in- 
structions, suggested  by  the  overture  made  here,  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  they  can  be  of  a natute  to  satisfy  the  United 
States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  sir,  your  faithful 
and  obedient  servant,  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

The  hon.  James  Monroe,  ire. 

LORD  CASTLEREAGH  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Foreign-Office , September  2,  1812. 

SIS— I have  laid  before  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  y our 
letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  which  you  announce  y our  intention  to 
embark  immediately  at  Plymouth  on  board  the  ship  Lark,  for  the 
United  States. 

I have  already  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  you  an  admiralty 
order  for  protection  of  that  ship  as  a cartel,  on  her  voyage  to  Ame- 
rica. and  herewith  enclose  to  you  a passport  for  the  free  embarka- 
tion of  yourself  and  family,  in  conformity  to  your  request.  The 
lords  commissioners  of  his  majesty’s  treasury  w ill  issue  directions 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  to  give  every  facility  to  the 
embarkation  of  . your  effects. 

If,  previous  to  your  departure  from  England,  you  can  point  out 
to  me  any  particular  manner  in  which  I can  facilitate  your  arrange- 
ments, I beg  that  you  vvill  command  my  services. 

His  royal  highness  has  commanded  me  to  signify  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  your  governmen  , that  there  will  be  no  diffieu  ty  n 
allowing  Mr.  Reuben  Gaunt  Beasely,  as  stated  in  your  letter,  to 
reside  in  this  country,  as  the  United  States  agent  for  prisoners,  of 
war. 

I have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with  great  truth  and  con  - 
sideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  bumble  sen  a r. 

(Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

J.  Russel,  esq  ire.  ire.  iyc. 


LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate , and  of  the  .Assembly, 

A few  days  after  the  last  adjournment  of  the  le- 
gislature,, a declaration-  of  war  was  officially  announc- 
ed by  the  United  States  against  the  United  Kingdom 
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of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  its  dependencies. 
The  great  exposure  of  a vast  range  of  our  southern, 
northern  and  western  frontier  to  annoyance  from  the 
enemy,  and  to  the  depredations  of  savages  in  alli- 
ance with  them,  rendered  the  proclamation  of  hos- 
tilities, difrinflg  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  an  event 
peculiarly  interesting  to  the  citizens  of  this  state, 
and  imposed  upon  the  executive  a paramount  duty 
to  apply  the  resources  which  the  foresight  and  libe- 
rality of  the  legislature  had  placed  at  my  disposal, 
in  such  manner  as  not  only  to  provide  a security  for 
the  property  and  lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fron- 
tiers, but  also  to  subserve  the  national  will,  by  fa- 
cilitating the  operations  of  the  general  government 
for  a vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  as  the  most 
certain  means  of  bringing  it  to  a speedy  and  honora- 
ble termination.  My  endeavors  to  accomplish  these 
objects,  have  been  generously  seconded  by  the  oifi- 
Cers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia. 

It  was  to  be  feared,  whilst  Great  Britain  held,  not 
only  the  dominion  of  the  ocean,  but  was  permitted 
to  maintain  an  undisputed  supremacy  on  the  lakes 
also,  that  tlie  burthen  of  the  militia  of  this  state  in 
the  first  campaign  of  the  war,  would  be  extremely 
arduous.  Accordingly,  most  of  the  detached  mili- 
tia, together  with  a considerable  number  of  inde- 
pendent, uniform  and  volunteer  companies,  have 
been  called  into  actual  service,  either  at  New-York, 
Buffalo,  Lewistown,  Niagara,  Oswego,  Sacket’s  Har- 
bor, Ogdens  burg,  or  Piattsburg,  or  in  the  frontier 
towns  between  tho.-.e  places.  It  affords  me  great  sa- 
tisfaction, however,  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  the  appropriation  made  in  June 
last  to  meet  the  emergency  of  invasion  or  war,  will 
be  adequate  to  defray  all  the  expences  hitherto  in- 
curred on  the  part  of  the  state. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  events  and  consequences  of 
the  war,  from  its  commencement  to  the  present  peri- 
od, we  find  more  cause  of  exultation  than  could  rea- 
sonably have  been  expected,  considering  the  pacific 
structure  of  our  national  government,  the  enjoyment 
of  nearly  thirty  years  peace,  the  smallness  of  our  na- 
vy, the  very  limited  number  of  our  reg'ular  and  dis- 
ciplined troops,  and  a temporary  deficiency  of  many 
munitions.  Nearly  as  great  proportion  of  homeward 
bound  merchantmen  have  escaped  capture  as  has 
been  customary  during  the  last  three  or  four  years 
of  peace.  The  market  for  the  produce  of  the  farmer 
has  experienced  an  unexpected  and  unusual  rise,  in- 
stead of  a depression.  Upon  the  ocean  and  the  lakes, 
wherever  our  gallant  tars  have  come  in  contact  with 
the  enemy,  their  conduct  has  given  lustre  to  tlieAme- 
tican  character ; and  in  some  instances,  their  achieve- 
ments have  been  brilliant  beyond  example.  It  can- 
not but  be  expected  that  the  general  government, 
impressed  with  the  propriety,  the  justice,  and  the 
indispensible  necessity  of  yielding  more  ample  pro- 
tection to  our  commerce,  and  of  rendering  the  Ame- 
rican nation  more  formidable  in  war,  will  increase  our 
naval  establishment  to  the  extent  warranted  by  the 
rcsoiu'ces  and  spirit  of  the  nation. 

Although  the  surrender  of  the  north-western  ar- 
my is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  and  tended  to  increase 
the  difficulties  which  the  militia  of  this  state  have 
had  to  encounter,  and  retard  the  operations  of  go- 
vernment ; and  although  the  attack  on  Queenston 
did  not  eventuate  propitiously;  yet  it  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  doubted,  that  the  issue  of  the  contest  will 
be  glorious  to  our  country.  Reverses  were  to  be  ex- 
pected in  the  first  outset  of  inexperienced  troops. — 
These  have  originated,  not  in  a want  of  valor  in  our 
soldiers  or  of  resources  in  our  country,  but  in  the 
Unavoidable  difficulties,  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces, of  directing  the  one,  and  developing  the  other, 
on  a sudden  emergency,  with  the  greatest  advantage. 


In  the  attack  on  Queenston,  however,  and  in  the  af- 
fair of  Brownston,  prior  to  the  surrender  of  Detroit, 
and  on  various  other  occasions,  the  army,  and  mili- 
tia have  invariably  exhibited  the  deliberate  and  un- 
daunted bravery  of  veterans. 

I beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  to  your  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  making  suitable  provi- 
sions for  the  families  of  those  officers  and  sokliera 
of  the  militia  of  this  state  who  have  been  disabled, 
or  who  have  fallen  in  the  battle  of  Queenston. 

Ir  has  not  been  usual  to  protract  the  November 
meeting  of  the  legislature  beyond  the  time  required 
to  discharge  the  important  trust  of  designatingelec- 
tors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  ; but  an  imperious  duty  requires  that  the  case 
of  Join*  Bowman,  convicted  of  the  crime  of  murder 
before  Mr,  Justice  Thompson,  at  the  last  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer,  held  in  the  county  of  Herkimer, 
be  submitted  to  your  attention  immediately.  The  offi- 
cial communication  of  the  presiding  judge  is  now 
delivered.  The  unequivocal  gaiiltof  the  convict  on 
the  one  hand,  and  his  tender  yeara  on  the  other,  make 
your  duty,  with  respect  to  him,  extremely  delicate 
and  responsible.  This  is  the  only  matter  of  extraor- 
dinary nature  which  I shall,  at  present,  press  upon 
your  notice.  Should  you,  however,  be  disposed  to 
devote  attention,  during  the  present  session,  to 
other  subjects,  upon  the  intimation  of  that  intention, 

1 1 shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  furnishing  you,  by 
special  message,  a detailed  statement  of  the  arrange- 
ments and  proceedings  which  have  been  adopted  sub- 
sequently to  the  declaration  of  war.  In  the  mean 
jtime,  I cannot  refra.n  from  seizing  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  suggesting  some  imperfections  which 
experience  has  pointed  out  in  the  existing  mode  of 
detaching  militia  for  public  service,  that  the  applica- 
tion of  suitable  remedies  may  be  the  subject  of  your 
reflections  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature. 

All  persons  above  the  age  of  forty-live  years, 
amongst  whom  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  greatest 
portion  of  wealth  is  distributed,  and  a great  variety 
of  persons  under  that  age,  are  exempt  from  milita- 
ry duty  altogether  in  time  of  peace,  and  there  is  no 
provision. which  subjects  them  to  any  contribution 
or  duty  in  time  of  war.  Besides,  Ike  penalty  for  the 
disobedience  of  those  who  are  liable  to  military  duty, 
and  who  are  detached  for  actual  service,  is  pecunia- 
ry only  ; and  the  fine  is  neither  appropriated  to  the 
benefit  of  those  whose  circumstances  do  not  enable 
them  to  evade  actual  service  in  that  way,  nor  to  pro- 
vide substitutes  for  those  who  neg'lect  to  pay  the 
penalty.  The  consequence  is,  that  an  affluent  por- 
tion of  the  community  do  not  participate  in  the  dan- 
gers and  burthens  of  service  at  all,  and  many  of  the 
most  wealthy  of  those  who  may  be  detached,  avoid 
taking  the  field  by  the  payment  of  a trifi  g amount, 
scarcely  exceeding  the  value  of  the  requisite  cloth- 
ing and  equipments  to  fit  a soldier  for  service  ; whilst 
the  more  indigent,  perhaps  with  young  families  to 
support,  are  alone  subject  to  the  sacrifices  of  sup- 
porting the  government  and  defending  the  lives  and 
property  of  their  fellow -citizens,  and  receive  a com- 
pensation, which, in  comparison  with  their  earings  at 
home,  is  but  a mere  pittance.  Every  principle  of 
policy  and  justice  requires,  that  some  other  system 
be  devised,  by  which  the  hardships  and  perils  of  de- 
fending the  country  shall  be  more  equitably  diffus- 
ed. 

Gentlemen , 

Notwithstanding  differences  of  opinion  upon  a va- 
riety of  local  and  other  subjects  may  exist  amongst 
us,  yet  in  the  propriety  of  respecting,  and  of  yield- 
ing our  exertions  to  ‘npport  the  national  will,  con- 
stitutionally expressed,  and  to  preserve  the  rights, 
honor  and  character  of  tire  American  nation  unim- 
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paired,  we  must  all  heartily  concur.  Inspired  by 
these  sentiments,  our  united  efforts,  under  the  smiles 
of'  Providence,  cannot  but  be  honorable  to  ourselves, 
and  conducive  to  the  lasting  happiness  and  prosperi- 
ty of  our  beloved  country. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 
Albany,  November  3,  1812, 

The  following’  letter  from  judge  Thompson  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor,  was  the  only  document  or  pa- 
per accompanying  the  speech. 

Albany,  November  1,  1812. 
Sin— -At  a court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  held  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Herkimer  in  September  last,  a boy 
by  the  name  of  John  Bowman  was  convicted  of  the 
murder  of  a female' child  between  four  and  five  years 
of  age.  The  murder  was  perpetrated  in  June,  1811, 
at  which  time  the  convict  was  but  little  more  than 
nine  years  of  age.  He  was  sentenced  for  execution 
on  the  fourth  day  of  December  next.  This  distant 
day  was  appointed  for  his  execution,  principally  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  an  opportunity  of  having 
his  case  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  legis- 
lature, I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  report  to 
your  excellency  the  testimony  given  upon  the  trial, 
as  I entertained  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the 
conviction.  If  a particular  detail  of  the  evidence  is 
requested,  it  shall  be  furnished  without  delay.  I 
shall  at  present  only  state  generally,  that  the  proof 
against  him  was  clear  and  conclusive,  to  establish 
Ills  guilt.  Whether,  however,  considering  his  ten- 
der years,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  arrest  his  ex- 
ecution, by  an  exchange  of  punishment,  is  a ques- 
tion well  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. 
Tiie  propriety,  therefore,  of  a communication  to 
them  on  the  subject,  is  respectfully  submitted  to 
your  excellency,  I am,  with  due  respect,  yours,  &c. 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 
To  his  excellency  the  governor. 


Indian  Treaty. 

The  following,  is  perhaps,  the  first  instance  in  which 
the  aboriginals  of  our  country  have  formally  re- 
nounced to  each  other,  the  principle  of  general 
retaliation,  and  is  recorded  as  an  important  item 
in  the  history  of  this  people. 

A iiih'c  from  a great  medal  Alingo  of  the  Choctaw 
Tenner  Towns. 

Council  House,  CUic.ke.saws,  20th  September,  1812.  j 
Tootumastubbee,  Great  Medal  chief  of  the  Choc- 
taws observed  that  he  had  but  a short  talk  to  give, 
and  it  should  be  a true  one.  Some  white  warriors 
bad  killed  one  of  the  peaceable  Choctaw  hunters  in 
the  Chickesnw  country,  their  common  hunting 
ground  ; that  his  brother  wept  for  the  loss  : and  the 
foolish,  hasty  Choctaw  killed  a lonely  innocent  tra- 
veller. The  headmen  do  not  approve  of  this  con- 
duct.— Our  agent  demanded  the  life  of  the  murder- 
er on  account  of  his  retaliating  on  the  innocent,  con- 
trary to  our  stipulation  by  treaty ; the  council 
granted  his  request,  but  to  gratify  the  family  he  be- 
longs to,  we  have  postponed  the  execution  of  him 
till  we  know  whether  the  whites  will  punish  the  ag- 
gressor, as  the  Choctaw  killed  was  perfectly  innocent 
of  any  bad  intentions  ; hunting  on  his  own  hunting 
ground,  the  Choctaw  and  Chickesaw  countries  being 
common  to  both  nations  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  ; 
and  being  at  peace  with  all  nations,  were  not  appre- 
hensive of  any  danger,  and  least  of  all  from  their  bro- 
thers the  white  people  ; being  so  far  from  their  settle- 
ments they  did  not  expect  they  would  be  hunting 
enemies  there  : but  if  the  white  people  will  punish 
the  person  who  trespassed  on  our  hunting  ground  by 
killing  one  of  our  men,  we  are  bound  to  kill  the 


one  who  killed  the  innocent  traveller — my  heart  is 
straight,  and  not  for  any  more  bloodshed.  1 would 
rather  bury  and  forget  all  and  begin  anew,  if  this 
should  be  agreeable  to  our  father  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  I request  you  to  send  this  t:ilk  to  our 
father  the  President.  I also  request  you,  our  father, 
the.  agent  of  the  Chickesaws,  to  try  and  recover  the 
property  of  our  two  distressed  hunters,  which  was 
taken  from  them  by  the  whites,  of  which  I have  giv- 
en you  a list  some  time  past : they  are  in  very  great 
distress,  being  robbed  of  their  clothes  and  other 
articles. 

We,  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Cherokees, 
representatives  of  all  the  Cherokees  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  great  me- 
dal Mingoes  Pukshunnabee  and  Mushoolatubbee 
or  Tootumastubbee  on  the  part  of  the  Choctaws, 
agree : 

1st.  That  there  shall  henceforth  be  perpetual 
peace  between  the  two  nations  ; that  all  past  differ- 
ences and  animosities  shall  cease,  and  that  the  con- 
tracting parties  shall  also  mutually  endeavour  to 
preserve  peace  between  themselves  and  all  other 
nations. 

2d.  It  is  hereby  agreed  between  the  contracting 
parties,  that  if  any  murder  should  hereafter  be  com- 
mitted by  any  Cherokee  or  a Chectaw,  or  by  any 
Choctaw  or  a Cherokee,  the  guilty  person  alone  shall 
be  held  answerable  and  suffer  for  the  crime,  and  that 
no  innocent  person  shall  suffer;  and  the  said  contract- 
ing parties  furthur  agree  and  pledge  themselves,  and 
respective  nations,  that  from  henceforth  retaliation  of 
murder  on  innocent  person’s  shall  forever  cease  and 
be  abolished,  any  custom  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

3d.  The  Chickasaws  as  witnesses  to  this  agree- 
ment, request  to  be  made  parties  and  on  principles 
of  reciprocity  do  hereby  enter' into  the  same  obliga- 
tions. 

Done  at  the  council  house  in  the  Chickesaw  coun- 
try this  nineteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  in  witness  where- 
of we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals. 
Richard  Fields 
John  Piichlyvn 
James  Colbert. 

(Signed)  Rwinutoo 
Wdkka 


Interpreters. 

Choctaw. 


I'  uhashunnubbee, 
7 'oo  lumas  t nbbee , 
Ch  < 1 n nub  bee  min  go, 
George  Colbert, 


Choctaw. 

Chickasaw. 


In  presence  of  James  Robertson,  U.  States  agent 
to  the  Chickasaw’s,  Silas  Dinsmoor,  United  States 
agent  to  the  Choctaw’s  ; Hardy  Perry,  Charges  Fra- 
zer, JoIinL.  Mizell,  James  Pitchlynn,  James  Gunn. 


Swedish  Diet. 

Speech  of  the  Crown  Prince  to  the  deputies  of  the 
estates,  and  their  dismissal,  the  18th  of  August, 
1812. 

To  the  Knighthood  and  Nobility. 

Good  gentlemen  of  the  Knighthood  and  Nobility. 
The  assembly  of  the  kingdom,  which  has  now 
arrived  at.  its  conclusion,  will  be  remarkable  in  the 
annals  of  our  country.  Notwithstanding  that  the 
din  of  arms  resounds  from  the  Dwina  to  the  banks  of 
the  Tagus. — notwithstanding  the  animosity  of  some 
of  our  neighbors,  your  consultations  have  rendered 
themselves  remarkable  by  that  coolness  which  is  al- 
ways the  proof  of  valor  and  justice. 

The  orders  of  knighthood  and  nobility  have  ob- 
tained fresh  claims  to  their  king’s  respect  and  friend- 
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so  st‘ uioiTt  perceneu  m nuintruu.s  us-  - ~ o - _ „ 

chiefly  proceeded  from  the  proofs  of  destitute  of  provision  the  dav  you  left  Defiance 
1 warm  attachment  which  have  been  | There  being  no  flour  to  be  issued  to  the  mounted 

men,  1 ordered  that  eight  days  rations  of  bed  should 


£hip;  this  estate  will  always  follow  the  noble  exam- 
ple of  their  forefathers  ; — a id  the  sacr.iiceof  life  it- 
self when  the  honor  of  their  country  is  concerned, 
will  always  be  considered  by  them  as  the  clearest  and 
most  precious  of  their  privileges.  Should  circum- 
stances require  it — should  there  be  no  hopes  for 
Sweden,  pursuing  her  way  in  peace,  then  will  your 
L.nghave  recourse  to  your  manly  courage  ; and  our 
Watch -word  shall  be,  God,  liberty  and  our  native 
country. 

To  the  Clergy. 

Good  men  of  the  reverend  class  of  the  clergy. 

I have  perceived  with  pleasure,  and  have  sufficient- 
ly understood  toesiimate  the  peace  and  unit}'  winch 
have  been  observed  during*  this  assemblage  of  the 
states  of  the  kingdom.  This  unity, — this  sympathy 
in  sentiment,  so  seldom  perceived  in  numerous  as- 
semblies, has 
patriotism  and 
given  by  all  the  estates  of  the  kingdom.  -May  your 
hearts,  therefore,  receive  the  most  lively  recom- 
pense, in  the  consciousness  of  hat  ing*  contributed 
your  efforts  t.o  a good  purpose.  On  your  return  to 
tour  parishes,  and  to  those  places  where  the  care  of 
souls  is  reposed  in  you,  endeavor  to  impress  the 
commandments  of  Christ  on  every  heart,  and  be 
never  weary  in  spreading  the  benevolent  light  of  his 
doctrine.  Recommend  to  your  prayers  the  king, 
our  native  country,  and  my  son. 

To  the  estate  of  Burghers. 

Good  men  of  the  won  by  class  of  citizens. 

The  useful  and  respectful  class  of  which  you  are 
the  deputies,  will  always  enjoy  the  king’s  protection. 
Commerce,  trade  and  national  industry,  are  the  chief 
supports  of  the  prosperity  of  a country.  The  atten- 
tion which  the  king  has  shewn  to  their  increase,  may 
render  you  assured  that  no  unnecessary  hindrances 
shall  be  laid  in  the  way  of  your  commercial  specu- 
lations. His  majesty  hopes,  that  thq  estate  of  the 
Burghers  will  second  his  endeavors  for  the  support 
of  the  general  credit,  and  the  continuance  of  its  pros- 
perity. 

The  king  has  with  pleasure  observed  the  unity 
which  prevailed  in  your  councils,  when  it  was  the 
question  to  raise  money  for  the  unavoidable  exigen- 
cies of  the  state.  I feel  a real  gratification  in  impart- 
ing* to  you  this  proof  of  his  satisfaction. 

'I’j  the  estate  of  the  Peasantry. 

Worthy  Swarms. — The  love  vou  have  shewn  to- 


^vTttts  0f 

MILITARY. 

General  Tapper  to  General  Harrison. 

Uubana,  Oct.  12th,  1812. 

Srn — On  receiving  your  orders  of  the  4th  inst.  to 
proceed  to  the  Rapids  with  the  whole  force  of  mount- 
ed men  under  my  command,  whose  horses  were  in  a 
condition  to  perform  the  service  ; 1 caused  an  exam- 
ination to  be  immediately  had  ; and  found  that  there 
> ill  remained  960  men  including  officers,  in  a con- 
dition to  march,  including  also  capt.  Bacon,  and  one 
other  company,  which  left  us  the  morning  following. 

The  beeves  expected  at  gen.  Winchester’s  camp, 
did  not  arrive  so  as  to  enable  us  to  draw,  till  the  morn- 
ing* of  the  5*i h : A good  number  of  the  men  were- 


be  drawn  and  immediately  jerked,  so  as  to  lighten, 
and  prepare  it  for  the  expedition,  intending*  to 
move  off  on  the  evening*  of  the  5th.  On  examining 
our  ammunition  it  had  been  found  that  during  the  ex- 
cessive rains  which  fell,  while  you  was  marching  us 
from  St.  Mary’s  to  Defiance,  it  had  become  so  dama- 
ged as  to  be  entirely  useless  ; not  two  rounds  of 
sound  cartridges  were  left  to  a man — T ordered  re- 
turns made,  so  that  each  man  should  be  furnished 
with  12  rounds.  This  return  amounted  to  4-5 U0  car- 
tridges for  the  musket  men,  exclusive  of  major  Ro- 
per’s battalion  ; the  ammunition  of  the  riflemen  h av- 
ing received  very  little  damage.  Quarter-master  Ra- 
se} called  on  the  quarter-master  in  gen.  Winches- 
ter’s camp  and  returned  without  a supply.  About  1 
o’clock  this  day,  a man  belonging  to  Manary’s  com- 
pany of  Rangers  was  killed  and  scalped  across  the 
Miami,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  our  camp— I 
gave  immediate  orders  to  arms,  and  in  five  minutes 
to  horse,  but  owing*  to  our  being  compelled  to  confine 
our  hoi’ses  during*  the  night.,  and  graze  them  by  day, 
for  want  of  forage  ; the  greater  part  at  this  moment 
were  under  keepers  nearly  one  mile  from  our  camp 
up  the  Auglaise  : conceiving  from  the  bold  manner 
in  which  the  Indians  had  approached  our  camp,  that 
it  was  possible  a considerable  body  v 
I wished  to  form  the  men  ai 


was  not  distant, 
id  proceed  over  the  river, 
by  which  we  should  be  in  a situation  to  contend  with 
a considerable  force,  or  pursue  to  effect  a small  one  ; 
in  the  mean  time  I permitted  major  Brush  to  cross 


Wards  your  country — the  proofs  you  have  given  of  over  with  about  50  foot  to  examine  the  bank  and  see 

in  what  direction  the  Indians  had  retired — but  before 
he  reached  the  opposite  shore  every  horseman  whose 
horse  was  in  the  camp  was  mounted  to  follow  over. 
It  was  in  vain  I made  an  attempt  to  keep  them  back 
till  they  were  formed,  they  broke  ofl’  in  numbers 
from  two  to  thirty,  mostly  without  their  officers,  and 
crossed  the  woods  in  every  direction  : a party  of  15, 
fell  on  the  trail  of  the  Indians,  and  at  seven  or  eight 
miles  distance  overtook  them  ; but  as  the  Indians 
were  superior  to  them,  and  formed,  our  men  without 
waiting  for  a discharge  from  the  enemy  returned  to 
camp.  Logan,  and  the  other  Indians  in  our  camp, 
where  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  a considerable 
force  of  the  enemy  lying  down  the  river,  and  offered 
to  spy  down — Early  on  the  following  morning  they 
left  our  camp  with  instructions  to  proceed  four  miles 
below  the  little  Rapids,  a distance  of  fourteen  miles. 
They  returned  at  evening,  having  found  no  trail  of 
any  size  excepting  the  party  which  had  been  pursued, 
and  those  they  computed  at  about  forty  ; that  they* 
had  proceeded  on  towards  the  waters  of  lake  Michi- 
gan and  not  on  the  direction  to  the  Rapids.  -!  hat 
1 the  British  and  Indians  which  had  fled  before  gener- 
ja  Winchester,  had  retreated  with  apparent  precir 


your  attachment  to  his  majesty’s  person,  and  to  your 
country — -would,  if  it  were  possible,  increase  the 
sentiments  of  regard  for  you  with  which  I have  been 
impressed  ever  since  my  first  meeting  you.  Continue 
'to  render  Sweden  conspicuous  by  your  valor  and  your 
virtues.  May  the  populace  mother  countries  attain 
to  such  deserved  regard  as  your  country  gives  to  you. 
The  k ing  nourishes  an  unlimited  confidence  in  your 
sentiment  towards  him,  and  will  never  neglect  to  call 
upon  the  assistance  of  your  estate.  He  will  always 
regard  you  as  a support  of  his  throne,  and  you  rnav 
always  account  him  as  the  first  defender  of  your 
rights  and  privileges.  Should  the  critical  circum- 
stances in  which  Europe  is  placed  call  on  your  chil- 
dren to  defend  our  rights  and  our  laws,  I will  go 
with  them,  participate  in  their  toils,  endeavor  to  re- 
lieve their  necessities,  and  so  long*  as  danger  threatens 
be  to  them  a father. 

(.-any  back  to  your  habitations  that  spirit,  of  union 
which  his  accompanied  your  steps  in  this  diet ; and 
again  impress  on  those  you  left  at  home,  that  the  hap- 
piness of  the  people  consists  in  a close  union  with 
1 he  regent,  and  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom, D 
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pitancy,  drawing  their  carriages  over  large  logs,  anrl 
and  tearing  down  every  sappiing  that  stood  in  their 
way. 

Scarcely  had  this  scout  left  our  camp,  when  I re- 
ceived the  following  order  from  general  Winches- 
ter-— 

"CaXP  STAR  DEFIANCE,  Oct.  6, 1812. 

Sib — Believing  it  to  be  essential  that  the  Indians 
who  committed  the  murder  yesterday  near  your 
camp  should  he  pursued  and  routed,  or  their  strength 
and  situation  ascertained,  and  as  that  duty  can  be 
best,  and  most  expeditiously'  done  with  mounted 
men.  you  will  this  morning  pursue  their  trail  with  a 
part  or  the  whole  of  your  force,  and  dislodge,  kill 
and  destroy  them  if  in  your  power  : — This  duty  per- 
formed you  can  take  the  course  directed  by  general 
Harrison.  The  attitude  of  the  enemy  requires  this 
change  in  your  destination,  and  as  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  north  western  army  I have  deemed  it  mv 
duty  to  make  it.  If  you  do  not  return  to  report  you 
will  send  ap  officer  for  that  purpose. 

(Signed) 

J.  WINCHESTER,  Brig.  Gem 
Com . left  -wing  J\\  IF.  army'. 

General  Tapper 

I waited  on  general  Winchester  immediately  on 
receipt  of  the  foregoing  order,  informing  him  of  hav- 
ing previously  sent  out  a scout,  and  the  object  of  it ; 
that  the  Indians  had  the  evening  before  been  overtak- 
en seven  or  eight  miles  from  our  camp  ; and  their 
number  computed  at  from  20  to  40.  That  in  all  pro- 
bability they  had  then  advanced  too  far  to  be  over- 
taken without  a long  pursuit  : that  our  horses  were 
feeble,  and  that  I wished  to  preserve  as  much  of  their 
strength  as  possible  for  the  general  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition ; and  tljat  if  it  was  agreeable  to  him  we 
Would  Wait  the  return  of  the  scout,  to  take  such 
measures  as  were  deemed  proper  on  their  return.- — 
General  Winchester  made  no' objections  to  this  ar- 
rangement ; at  the  same  time  I informed  him  that 
we  had. hot  three  rounds  of  ammunition  to  a man, 
and  requested  of  him  to  order  me  a supply.  He  re- 
plied to  me  that  he  would  order  his  ammunition  ex- 
amined, and  would  endeavor  to  furnish  me  a part  of 
what  Avas  required  to  complete  the  12  rounds.  —My 
brigade  quarter -m aster  attended  this  day  ar.d  re- 
turned  at  evening  with  information  that  no  ammuni- 
tiyn  could  be  had— Early  the  following  morning  I 
ordered  the  horses-  i’qr  a march  and  repaired  to  gen. 
Wo'; ::::  ester’s  quarters  and  again  requested  a supply 
of  two  thousand  cartridges,  being  about  one  .third 
of  the  quantity  required  ; without  which  I could 
not  feel  myself  justifiable  in  proceeding  on  the  expe- 
dition. In  answer  he  stated  to  me,  that  he  had  but 
six  thousand  cartridges  not  issued;  that  his  men 
had  but  very  few  in  their  boxes  ; that  he  had  a good 
supply  of  powder  and  ball,  but  no  paper  ; the  latter 
was  in  the  waggons  and  expected  to  arrive  that  or 
the  day  following — and  then  directed  me  to  return 
to  my  camp  and  make  report  of  the  actual  quantity 
on  hand,  and  he  would  then  inform  me  whether  he 
Would  deliver  the  two  thousand  cartridges.  I has- 
ened  back  to  my  camp,  and  gave  the  necessary  or- 
ders for  furnishing  the  return  ; but  in  a few  minutes 
after,  received  from  general  Winchester  the  follow- 
ing order. 

Gbverat,  Turpim — Longer  delay  consistent  with 
strict  military  principles  cannot  be  indulged  ; you 
y/ii  t therefore  proceed  immediately  on  the  reconnoit- 
ring duty  ordered  yesterday  with  the  troops  under 
your  command,  except  col.  Simral’s  corps  who  shall 
return  without  delay  to  the  settlement,  to  recruit 
their  horses,  agreeably  to  general  Harrison’s  orders, 
f Signed)  J.  WINCHESTER,  Brig.  Gen.  &c. 


When  col.  Simral’s  company  moved  off,  a large 
proport  ion  of  two  companies  of  major  Roper’s  bat- 
talion from  Kentucky  followed,  which  reduced  that 
battalion,  [being  the  whole  force  now  remaining  from 
Kentucky]  to  less  than  eighty  men.  I was  indebted 
to  col.  Simral  for  all  the  cartridges  he  had  excepting 
two  rounds  ; but  as  the  most  of  them  had  been  dama- 
ged and  dried,  they  did  not  add  one  sound  round  to 
each  man.  1 was  on  the  point  of  taking  up  the  line 
of  march  to  execute  general  Winchester’s  orders, 
when  col.  Allen,  commanding  a regiment  of  Kentuc- 
ky troops  in  gen.  Winchester’s  camp,  came  up,  and 
iuformed  me  lie  had  obtaineddeave  to  accompany  me 
to  the  Rapids  in  any  station  I thought  proper  to  place 
him,  from  a soldier  upwards. — I thankfully  accept- 
ed his  services  and  caused  him  to  be  announced  as 
an  aid— Col.  Allen  proposed,  that  as  it  was  gen.  Win- 
chester’s wish  that  the  troops  should  move  on  the 
direct  route  to  the  Iiapids,  that  none  should  be  tak- 
en but  such  as  would  go  freely.  The  experiment 
was  made,  when  about  400  volunteered  for  the  ser- 
vice ; scarcely  had  the  troops  moved  forward  from 
the  ranks,  when  col.  Allen  beckoned  me  aside  and 
shewed  me  an  order  which  gen.  Winchester  had  that 
moment  forwarded  to  him,  giving  col.  Allen  the 
command  of  the  men  ordered  for  the  Rapids — I re- 
quested of  col.  Allen  a copy  of  this  order,  which  he 
declined  giving.  It  would  be  difficult  forme  to  de- 
scribe the  state  of  my  feelings  at  this  moment : I 
turned  to  the  troops  which  had  refused  to  volun- 
teer, and  ordered  them  across  the  Auglaise  on  the 
route  you  directed  me  to  take,  as  the  best  calculated 
to  carry  your  orders  into  effect : — When  it  was  found 
that  general  Winchester  had  superceded  me  in  the 
command,  the  whole  force  from  Ohio,  crossed  the 
Auglaise  and  refused  to  march  as  directed  by^gen. 
Winchester.  Col.  Allen  and  major  Brush  returned 
to  general  Winchester,  who  assured  them  he  had 
mistook  the  object,  of  col.  Allen’s  request.  General 
Winchester  then  proposed  to  divide  the  force  and 
have  a part  to  move  on  the  direct  route  to  the  Rapids, 
the  other  to  proceed  by  Tawa  towns,  to  unite  at 
• a certain  time  12  miles  above  the  Rapids. — I was  un- 
willing to  consent  to  this  measure  ; the  force  united 
was  not  half  the  number  you  thought  necessary  to 
order <in  the  most,  secret  route;  a division  of  less 
than  500  men  to  meet  in  an  enmy’s  country,  where 
many  circumstances  might  prevent  their  junction, 
was  to  me  a measure  1 could  only  consent,  to  by  com- 
pulsion— this  measure  was  in  the  end  abandoned. 

It  is  a duty  I owe  to  col.  Allen  that  I have  not  the 
smallest  reason  to  believe,  he  was  privy  to  the  order 
of  general  Winchester,  giving  to  him  the  command  :. 
his"  character,  and  every  part  of  his  conduct  on  that 
occasion,  convinces  me  he  is  above  it. 

The  whole  force  proceeded  to  Tawa  towns  where 
we  reached  the  day  following  ; early  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th  I ordered  the  march  for  the  Rapids,  when 
at  the  distance  of  half  a mile  it  was  was  found  our 
whole  force  was  reduced  to  200  men  exclusive  of  offi- 
cers ; the  other  part  of  the  force  had  refused  to 
march,  and  remained  in  the  encampment  : scarcely 
a man  marched  from  the  second  battalion  of  colonel 
Findley’s  regiment,  commanded  by  major  Taylor.— 
Manary’s  company  of  U,  S.  Rangers,  both  officers 
and  soldiers,  refused  to  march. 

When  it  was  ascertained  that  our  whole  force  for 
the  Rapids  was  reduced  to  200  men,  I called  a coun- 
cil of  the  officers  to  determine  whether  with  that 
force  it  was  advisable  to  proceed  on  to  the  Rapids. 

The  council  considered  that  our  force  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  carry  the  first  object  of  your  orders  into 
effect  ; that  we  were  too  numerous  to  act  as  a 
spy  party,  and  too  weak  to  carry  offensive  operations 
into  the  the  enemy’s  country  ; and  that  it  would  be 
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improper  and  unadvisable  under,  those  circumstan- 
ces to  continue  the  expedition. 

With  the  then  remaining  force  I proceeded  to  this 
place,  where  I directed  col  Finley  and  major  Roper 
to  discharge  such  men  only  as  had  continued  to  do 
their  duty. 

Thus,  sir,  has  terminated  an  expedition,  at  one 
time  capable  of  tearing  the  British  flag  from  the 
walLs  at  Detroit,  wherein  our  troops  might  have  re- 
turned with  the  pleasing  reflection  of  having  render- 
ed their  country  an  essential  service. 

It  is  a duty,  sir,  I owe  to  the  officers  of  the  Kcn- 
tucks  forces,  to  col.  Findley  and  the  officers  of  his 
first  battalion,  to  say  that  they  were  zealous  of  press- 
ing forward  the  expedition  ; while  the  officers  of  the 
second  battalion,  commanded  by  major  Taylor,  with 
few  exceptions,  were  shrinking  from  their  dut}-,  and 
shamefully  deserting  the  cause  of  their  country. 

The  detaching  of  col.  Simral’s  regiment  from  our 
force  stands  prominent  among  the  causes  of  our  fai- 
lure ; already  was  there  a panic  in  some  parts  of  our 
camp  ; the  enemy  that  had  retired  at  general  Win- 
chester’s approach  had  been  greatly  magnified.  The 
day  succeeding  the  alarm  general  Winchester  drew 
in  one  wing  of  his  lines  and  strengthened  his  camp 
with  a breast-work — ever,  this  circumstance  was  no- 
ticed, and  urged  as  an  evidence,  that  he  apprehend- 
ed a force  superior  to  his  own.  Thus  when  imagi- 
nary obstacles,  unite  with  those  that  are  real  to  op- 
pose the  movement  of  a force  so  insubordinate,  as 
that  every  man’s  will  is  his  law,  little  can  be  expect- 
ed to  the  officers,  but  a plentiful  harvest  of  mortifi- 
cation and  disgrace. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  at  the  time  those  men  re- 
fused to  march,  that  there  was  a scarcity  of  provi- 
sion in  the  camp,  not  three  days  rations  of  meat  to 
each  officer  and  soldier  remained  : and  no  bread  or 
flour — But  we  had  found  at  those  towns,  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  good  sound  corn,  together  with  near- 
ly 30  bushels  cured  when  green,  or  tossamonona. — 
Our  sufferings  with  this  supply  could  not  have  been 
great  in  going  or  returning  from  the  Rapids. 

The  man  whose  courage  and  patriotism  expires 
when  his  rations  are  reduced,  ought  never  to  place 
himself  between  his  country  and  its  enemies. 

When  you  shall  have  examined  and  considered  the 
, whole  causes  of  our  failure,  should  doubts  rest  on 
your  mind  whether  some  part  of  it  does  not  attach 
to  my  conduct,  may  I not  hope,  sir,  that  you  will 
order  a court  of  enquiry,  that  I may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  an  investigation. 

I have  the  honor  to  b»,  &c. 

EDW.  W.  T UPPER,  Brig.  Gen. 
Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  QUEENSTOWN. 
[This  account  is  furnished  by  a correspondent  to  the 
editor  of  the  JYational  Intelligencer,  and  is  full  of 
interest.] 

On  the  12th  of  October  general  Van  Rensselaer 
had  under  his  command  about  5800  men,  thus  dispo- 
sed r 2900  militia  at  or  near  Lewistown  ; 1300  regu- 
lar troops,  under  general  Smyth,  near  Black  Rock, 
28  miles  from  Lewistown  ; 500  militia  and  volunteers 
at  Black  Rock  and  Scalosser ; about  300  men  in  6 
companies  of  field  and  light  artillery,  about  500  men 
of  the  6th  and  13  regiments,  at  Fort  Niagara  ; about 
300  regulars  of  the  23d  regiment,  under  major  Mul- 
lany,  at  the  same  place. 

On  the  same  day  major-general  Brock  had  under 
his  command  and  under  arms,  at  different  ports,  from 
and  including  Fort  George  and  Fort  Erie,  2800  men, 
of  whom  2400  were  disciplined  troops  of  the  41st  and 
49th8ritish  regiments  and  Canadian  flank  companies, 
and  400  were  Indians. 


General  Van  Rensselaer  decided  to  attempt  to 
cross  the  river  and  attack  the  enemy’s  batteries  at 
Queenstown,  on  the  night  of  the  12th.  The  regu- 
lar troops  at  Niagara,  under  lieut.  col.  Fenwick  and 
major  Mullanv,  were  ordered  up  to  Lewistown,  and 
13  boats  wrere  provided  to  effect  the  crossing. 

The  detachment  that  was  to  make  the  attack,  con- 
sisted of  some  militia,  under  the  command  of  col. 
Van  Rensselaer,  the  general’s  aid-de-camp ; a part  of 
the  13th  infantry,  under  lieut.  col.  Clu’istie  ; and  de* 
tachments  of  the  6th  and  23d,  under  major  Mullany ; 
and  colonel  Van  Rensselear  w as  to  command  the 
whole. 

At  3 o’clock,  in  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  Octo- 
ber, the  detachment,  about  400  men,  marched  from 
the  camp  near  Lewistown. 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  crossed  over.  A grape 
shot  from  a battery  below  Queenstown,  which  enfi- 
laded the  crossing  place^  wounded  lieut.  col.  Christie 
slightly  in  the  hand  , his  pilot  became  confused,  the 
boatmen  frightened,  and  his  boat  returned.  The 
boats  with  major  Mullany  fell  below  the  landing, 
two  of  them  were  taken,  and  the  major  returned. 

Lieutenant  Valleau  was  killed  in  crossing  ;*  and 
in  ascending  the  bank,  or  on  a small  low  flat  at  the 
water’s  edge,  col.  VanRensselaer, captain  Armstrong, 
captain  Malcolm, and  captain  Wool,  were  wounded ; 
and  ensign  Morris  killed.f 

A party  of  British  troops  issued  from  an  old  Fort 
below  Queenstown  : they  were  fired  on  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  retreated.  The  firing  from  a battery 
soon  afterwards  compelled  the  Americans  to  retreat 
under  the  bank. 

To  colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  who  lay  there  wound- 
ed, application  was  made  by  the  officers  for  orders. 
He  said  that  if  the  battery  on  the  heights  of  Queens- 
town was  taken  possession  of,  the  British  must  re- 
treat or  surrender.  The  men  were  rallied,  and  about 
160  under  the  command  of  captain  Wool,  captain 
Ogilvie,  lieut.  Gansevoort,  lieut.  Randolph, f lieut. 
Carr,  and  lieut.  Huginin,  all  of  the  regular  troop s9 
and  lieut.  Lush  (brigade-major)  of  militia,  mounted 
the  rocks  on  the  right  of  the  battery,  and  carried  it. 
Captain  Wool  ordered  the  artillery-men  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  guns  and  turn  them  on  the  enemy  ; but 
it  was  found  that  lieut.  Gansevoort  had  hastily  spik- 
ed the  cannon.  The  remainder  of  the  detachment 
joined  those  who  carried  the  battery. 

Captain  Wool  discovered  the  British  troops  form- 
ing at  Queenstown,  and  formed  the  troops  under  his 
command  in  line.  Gen.  Brock  was  at  the  head  of  the 
British  troops  and  led  them  round  about  to  the 
heights  in  the  rear  of  the  battery.  Capt.  Wool  de- 
tached 160  men  to  meet  the  British ; this  detach- 
ment was  driven  back,  reinforced,  and  the  whole 
driven  to  the  brink  of  the  precipice  forming  the 
bank  of  the  Niagara  river  above  Queenstown. 

At  this  moment  some  of  the  officers  put  a white 
handkerchief  on  a bayonet  to  hoist  as  a flag,  with  in- 
tention to  surrender.  Captain  Wool  enquired  the 
object.  It  was  answered  that  the  party  were  nearly 
without  ammunition,  and  that  it  was  useless  to  sa- 
crifice the  lives  of  brave  men.  Captain  Wool  tore 
off  the  flag ; ordered  the  officers  to  rally  the  men, 
and  bring  them  to  the  charge.  The  order  was  exe- 
cuted, but  in  some  confusion.  The  boasted  49th 
could  not  stand  the  American  bayonet.  The  British 
troops  were  routed  ; and  major-general  Brock,  ift 

*Captain  Nelson  was  killed  by  a grape  shot  when 
preparing  to  embark. 

f Brother  to  lieutenant  Morris  of  the  frigate  Con- 
stitution. ' 

fThe  British  officers  speak  highly  of  the  valor  of 
lieut.  Randolph, 
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gallantly  exerting- himself  to  rally  them,  was  struck, 
by  3 balls,  and  killed.  His  aid,  col.  M ‘Donald,  fell  j 
mortally  wounded  at  the  same  Lime. 

The  British  being  completely  driven  from  the  j 
heights  about  10  o’clock,  the  line  was  reformed  and  j 
flanking  parties  sent  out. 

After  this  brilliant  success,  reinforcements  conti- 
nued to  arrive,  under  captain  Gibson  of  light  artil- 
lery, captain  Mackesney  of  the  6th,  captain  Law- 
rence of  the  13th  infantry ; and  of  colonels  Allan, 
Mead,  Stranahan,  and  other  militia  officers. 

About  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  brig.  gen.  Wads- 
worth of  militia,  lieut.  col.  Scott  of  artillery,  lieut. 
col.  Christie  and  major  Mullany,  crossed  the  river, 

and  took  the  command  of  the  American  troops. 

Lieut,  col.  Christie  ordered  captain  Wool  to  leave 
the  field,  and  have  his  wounds  dressed.  lie  obeyed, 
crossed  the  river,  had  his  wounds  dressed,  and 
je-cros&ed  to  the  Canadian  side',  but  acted  no  more 
during  the  day. 

About  3 o’clock  a party  of  Indians  appeared  in  the 
direction  of  the  village  of  Chippeway,  and  commen- 
ced an  attack.  As  they  approached  through  a wood 
and  orchard,  the  American  troops  not  knowing  their 
numbers,  at  first  gave  way.  Lieut,  col.  Scott  made 
great  exertions.  He  was  in  full  dress  ; and  his  tall 
stature  rendered  him  a conspicuous  mark.  Several 
Indians  say  they  shot,  at  him  ; but  he  remained  un- 
hurt. Lieut,  col.  Christie  was  remarked  for  his  per- 
fect composure  and  coolness.  The  Indians  were 
soon  defeated  and  fled  to  the  woods,  leaving  several 
dead  and  one  of  their  chiefs  a prisoner. 

As  soon  as  this  engagement  was  over,  a body  of 
British  troops,  with  some  light  artillery,  approach- 
ed from  Fort  George.  Exertions  were  made  by  gen. 
Van  Rensselear§  to  send  over  the  militia.  Two  thou- 
sand of  them  remained  on  the  American  bank  of 
the  river,  to  which  they  had  not  been  marched  in 
any  order,  but  had  run  as  a mob.  Not  one  of  them 
would  cross.  The  number  of  boats  were  at  first  in- 
sufficient ; some  of  those  had  been  lost  or  destroyed, 
and  only  three  or  four  were  left.  And  a great  error 
had  been  committed  in  leaving  undisturbed  a battery 
below  Queenstown,  which  enfiladed  the  ferry.  The 
militia  had  seen  the  wounded;  they  had  seen  the 
Indians  ; and  were  panic  struck.  There  were  wretch- 
es who  at  this  critical  moment  could  talk  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  right  of  the  militia  to  refuse  to  cross 
the  line  ! 

The  American  troops  had  been  scattered  in  pursuit 
of  the  Indians,  and  were  somewhat  surprised.  They 
lost  the  precious  time  and  opportunity  of  attacking 
the  British  as  they  ascended  the  heights.  Sc  soon  as 
tlie  British  force,  estimated  at  800  men,  was  form- 
ed in  line,  flanked  by  some  pieces  of  light  artillery 
and  Indians,  the  event  was  no  longer  doubtful. 

The  American  troops  formed  in  line  to  the  num- 
ber of  125  regulars,  and  117  militia,  with  one  piece 
of  light  artillery.  This  little  band  would  have  made 
a gallant  resistance  ; but  at  that  moment  an  order 
was  received  from  general  Van  Rensselaer  to  retreat 
with  an  assurance  that  boats  would  be  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  troops.  They  retreated  in  disorder  down 
the  hill  to  the  bank,  but  there  were  no  boats  there. 
The  Americans  then  surrendered.  386  regulars  and 
378  militia  were  reported  prisoners,  62  of  the  regu- 
lars and  20  of  the  militia  being  wounded. 

The  number  of  either  killed  or  wounded  has  not 
been  ascertained.  The  highest  estimate  of  the  kill- 
ed is  90.  The  loss  of  the  British  in  killed  was  pro- 
bably considerable  less. 

The  whole  loss  in  the  battle  may  be  estimated  at 

§ The  general  at  one  time  crossed  the  river,  but 
never  ascended  to  the  heights. 


loot)  men.  And  the  desertion  and  discharges  of  the 
militia  corps  much  reduced,  may  have  diminished 
that  description  of  force  one  thousand  more. 

It  is  not  agreed  whether  the  regulars  or  militia  did 
theirdutybest.il  The  following  facts  will  enable 
the  reader  to  decide.  Ami  it  is  of  some  importance 
the  government  should  know  on  what  description  of 
troops  tliey  may  most  rely. 

There  were  present  2,900  militia  and  alxmt  800  re- 
gulars. About  one  half  or  the  whole  number  of  re- 
gulars were  taken  prisoners,  and  about  one  seventh 
or  the  whole  number  of  militia.  Of  the  regulars  , 
taken,  there  were  thrice  as  many  wounded  as  of  the 
militia,  altho’  the  number  of  prisoners  of  each  was 
nearly  equal. 

Captain  Wool,  the  hero  of  the  heights  at  Queens- 
town, is  26  years  of  age.  Jt  is  presumed  he  will  be 
brevetted  or  promoted. 

List  of  officers  taken  prisoners  in  the  battle  of 
Queenstown  : 

Lieut,  cols.  Fen-wick , Scott  and  Christie  ; captains 
Ogilvie , Machesney  and  Gibson  ; lieuts.  Turner, 
Clarke , Hay  ley,  Kearney,  Randolph,  JlTCartey,  Phelps , 
Totton,  Carr , Summons , Finch  and  Huginnin,  and 
ensign  lleab.\ 

Much  property  has  been  destroyed  at  Detroit,  by 
the  savages.  In  event  of  Harrison’s  reaching  the 
place,  a general  massacre  is  apprehended.  But  liri- 
tain  is  the  “shield  of  afflicted  humanity” — “she  is 
fig  hting  for  the  religion  of  the  world  !” 

Major  general  Van  Rensselear,  on  his  return  to 
Albany,  has  been  received  with  great  respect  by  his 
fellow  citizens  of  that  place. 

Accounts  from  the  westward  give  us  reason  to 
believe  that  very  powerful  bodies  of  Indian?  will 
spontaneously  unbury  the  tomahawk,  in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  against  those  tribes  that  have  commit- 
ted unprovoked  hostilities  upon  the  Louisiana  fron- 
tiers. A restless  race,  that,  if  not  permitted  to  act 
for  us,  may,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  be  induc- 
ed to  act  against  us. 

It  is  stated  that  700  troops  have  arrived  at  Pensa- 
cola. The  condition  of  the  southern  frontier  be- 
comes more  and  more  interesting.  But  its  defence 
is  committed  to  an  able  officer,  major  general  Pink- 
ney, and  he  appears  to  be  well  supported. 

About  10,000  troops,  regulars,  volunteers  and  mi- 
litia, are  now  at  Plattsburg.  Immense  quantities  of 
military  stores,  of  all  kinds,  are  collected  on  the 
frontiers.  Harrison’s  army,  is,  at  this  date,  furnish- 
ed with  all  the  requisites  for  the  most  daring  enter- 
prise. 

All  the  troops  have  removed  from  Greenbush  to 
Plattsburg. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont  have  passed  a bill 
appropriating  <$100  a year  for  the  relief  of  the  Cog- 
nawaga  tribe  of  Indians,  who  have  proposed  to  re- 
main neutral,  in  the  present  war — and,  if  not  permit- 
ted so  to  do  by  the  British,  to  take  up  arms  against 
them. 

A letter  from  gen.  Hopkins,  dated  at  Vincennes, 
Sept.  29,  to  governor  Shelby,  says — “My  present  in- 
tention is  to  attack  every  settlement  on  the  Wabash, 
and  destroy  their  property,  then  fall  upon  the  Illi- 
nois ; and  I trust  in  all  the  next  month  to  perform 
much  of  it.  Serious  opposition  I hardly  apprehend, 
although  I intend  to  be  prepared  for  it.”  Excessive 
rains  had  prevented  gen.  H.  from  acting  with  that  ra- 

||Some  volunteer  riflemen  are  said  to  haw  behaved 
very  well;  particular!}  a company  commanded  by 
lieut.  Smith,  who  took  the  Indian  chief. 

tCapts.  Gibson  and  Machesney,  Lieutenants  Tot- 
ton  and  Randolph  have  since  been  exchanged. 
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pidity  he  desired.  The  probability  is  that  he  will 
c?ear  out  all  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  great  scope 
he  has  marked  out  for  his  operations.  Sad  the  ne- 
cessity,  as  detestable  the  influence , that  compels  the 
extirpation  of  the  greater  portion  of  this  unfortunate 
race  of  men,  within  our  territories. 

The  people  of  Kentucky  are  making  liberal  pre- 
sents of  clothing  to  the  armies  they  have  sent  into 
the  field.  This  species  of  force,  however  honorable 
to  those  embarked  in  it,  is  liable  to  many  objections, 
l|  on  account  of  tiie  increased  hardships  the  soldier 
must  endure — a little  time,  with  experience,  will,  we 
j trust,  correct  ami  avoid  the  present  difficulties. 

Two  hundred  recruits  arrived  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
on  the  4th  inst.  from  Columbia,  and  embarked  for 
I Fort  Johnson.  They  are,  generally, fine  looking  young 
men  ; and  a part  are  of  the  8th  and  18th  regiments  U. 
States  Infantry. 

Several  of  the  King1 s-mountain-men,  famous  for 
their  exact  observance  of  the  orders  of  their  com- 
•mauder,  in  days  long  past — which  were,  “ never fire 
until  you  nee  an  enemy  ; and  never  see  an  enemy  with- 
out bringing  him  down,”  have  volunteeredthe'w  services 
as  members  of  the  70th  regiment  Virginia  militia. — 
What  an  effect  must  such  a proceeding  have  on  the 
youth  of  the  neighborhood  ! 

Captain  Lyon,  editor  of  the  “Northern  Budget ,” 
published  at  Troy,  N.  Y.  and  of  the  militia  of  that 
state  now  on  duty  on  the  frontier,  acting  under  the 
orders  of  major  Lyon,  commanding  at  French  mills , 
crossed  the  line  to  the  village  of  St.  Regis  on  the 
2 ird  ult.  with  his  company  ; and  after  a smart  brush, 
succeeded  in  defeating  the  enemy,  killing  some,  and 
bringing  back  40  prisoners,  with  their  arms,  colors, 
8tc.  without  the  loss  of  a man. 

Captain  Forsyth,  of  the  United  States  riflemen, 
also  passed  over  to  Ganauoqui , in  Upper  Canada, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  garrison  at  that  place. 
But  the  enemy,  after  a brisk  action  retired  to  the 
woods.  lie  brought  off  some  arms  and  stores,  with 
12  prisoners — burnt  the  public  store-house  with  such 
public  property  as  he  could  not  remove,  and  had  one 
man  killed  and  one  wounded. 

The  non-arrival  of  the  military  stores,  alluded  to  by 
capt.  Wilkingson,in  his  letter  to  the  editor  (p.154)  is 
now  accounted  for.  The  schooner  Republican  from 
the  Bayou  St.  John’s  for  Fort  Stoddert , laden  with 
ordnance  and  stores,  has  been  captured  in  the  Bay 
■of  Mobile.  But  whether  by  the  British  or  Spaniards 
is  not  mentioned.  The  fact,  in  all  respects,  is  the 
same.  The  probability  is,  she  was  captured  bv  a 
tender  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Brazen , purchas- 
ed and  fitted  out  at  Pensacola , which  vessel  is  also 
to  receive  new'  masts  at  that  place. 

Burlington,  Vt.  Oct.  29. — Yesterday  arrived  at 
Plattsburg,  40  prisoners  of  war,  taken  at  St.  Regis 
village,  bv  a party  of  major  Young,  of  Troy,  who 
was  stationed  at  St.  Regis  to  watch  the  motion  of  the 
enemy.  The  baggage  taken  consisted  of  800  blank- 
ets, guns,  specie,  &c.  &c,  as  presents  to  the  St.  Re- 
gis tribe  from  governor  Prevost,  in  order  to  flatter 
them  from  the  service  or  friendship  of  the  U.  States, 
which  was  fully  expressed  in  the  dispatches  taken  in 
the  engagement.  A British  ensign  and  3 privates 
killed  and  one  wounded,  and  only  one  wounded  on 
the  American  side. 

The  friendship  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians  is  well 
known,  as  three  of  their  chiefs  are  with  us — two  at 
Montpelier,  and  one  in  this  town. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  rank  in  the 
southern  army,  dated 
Hollingsworth’s,  October  7, 1812. 

“ Contrary  to  mv  expectation,  col.  Newman  left 
Picolatta  on  the  24th  ult.  for  the  Lotchway  Towns, 


w'ith  seventy-five  of  his  own  men  (the  remainder  of 
the  detachment  refusing  to  prolong  their  service — 
eighteen  men  of  Neiley’s  volunteers  and  twelve  pa- 
triots.) I was  not  informed  of  his  movement  until 
some  days  after  he  commenced  His  march.  He  had 
proceeded  within  seven  miles  of  the  first  town,  when, 
on  the  27th,  he  met  a party  of  Indians  upwards  of 
one  hundred,  all  mounted.  They  appeared  much 
surprised  at  seeing  him  and  immediately  dismount- 
ed, forming  the  line  of  battle,  and  advancing  a few 
paces.  Newman  ordered  the  charge;  and  the  In- 
dians remained  firm  until  the  volunteers  were  within 
fifty  paces  of  them,  when  they  broke  off  for  the 
swamps,  which  were  on  three  sides  of  the  battle 
ground.  The  fire  of  the  Georgians  did  great  execu- 
tion. King  Paine  fell  in  this  action,  hut  his  body 
was  rescued  by  his  warriors.  This  engagement  lasted 
from  11  A.  M.  to  3 P.  M. ; the  Indians  lost  20  or  30 
killed  and  wounded,  with  all  their  baggage,  includ- 
ing provisions.  Just  before  night  of  the  same  day, 
the  action  was  renewed  with  great  obstinacy  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians,  who  had  received  a large  rein- 
forcement from  their  town,  but  were  again  repulsed 
with  great  loss.  Newman  finding  his  situation  ex- 
tremely hazardous  from  the  increasing  number  of 
the  enemy,  who  begun  to  surround  him  on  all  sides,, 
and  unable  from  his  wounded,  either  to  advance  or 
retreat,  threw  up  a small  breastwork,  in  which  lie 
defended  himself  until  the  4th  inst.  The  Indians 
continued  toharrass  him  day  and  night,  and  finding 
they  could  make  no  impression  upon  him,  shot  his 
horses.  Soon  after  the  first  engagement,  a messen- 
ger was  dispatched  to  me  for  aid.  Unfortunately 
his  guide  was  not  good,  which  protracted  the  jour- 
ney some  days.  From  my  helpless  condition,  I could 
not  give  him  that  aid  which  was  required  ; however 
25  horsemen  were  raised,  and  instantly  dispatched  to 
his  relief  with  provisions : unfortunately  on  their 
arrival  (which  was  on  the  night  of  the  4th)  the  camp 
was  evacuated,  nor  could  they  tell  where  Newman 
had  gone  to.  They  returned  without  accomplishing 
the  object  of  their  expedition.  An  express  again 
arrived  on  the  5th,  who  informed  that  the  Indians 
had  continued  daily  their  fire,  but  without  effect ; 
that  on  the  4th,  from  the  perfect  silence  which  had 
reigned  in  Newman’s  camp  foF  one  or  two  days  pre- 
vious, the  Indians  believed  the  work  deserted,  and 
approached  within  fifty  paces  of  it,  when  they  were 
so  roughly  handled  as  occasioned  them  to  retreat 
with  precipitation,  having  sustained  considerable 
loss.  Newman  then  decamped  without  molestation 
and  retired  ten  miles  on  the  Picolatta  road,  where 
he  awaits  the  arrival  of  provisions  and  horses,  of 
which  he  stands  much  in  need.  Fifteen  men,  being 
all  that  could  procure  horses  able  to  perform  the 
service,  were  dispacthed  to  his  relief.  We  have 
heard  of  his  having  lost  five  killed  and  seven  wound- 
ed. The  Indians  in  the  different  engagements  could 
not  have  lost  less  than  sixty  killed  and  wounded.— 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  this  de- 
tachment for  their  intrepid  conduct.  1 flatter  myself 
the  severe  check  which  they  have  received  will  keep 
them  quiet  awhile  ; if  not,  it  will  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  send  a sufficient  force  to  destroy  all  iheir 
towns  in  the  province  for  the  security  of  our  frontier.’9 

NAVAL. 

It  is  pleasing'  to  observe  the  general  testimony  pub- 
lished by  the  British  prisoners  of  the  polite  and  gem 
tlemanlv  treatment  received  from  ourprivateers-men. 
Some  excesses,  no  doubt,  have  been  committed — 
but  no  persons,  in  general,  have  ever  conducted 
themselves  with  so  great  propriety. 

Arrived  at  the  port  of  Plattsburg  (lake  Champlain) 
on  Sunday  the  27th  ult.  tiie  United  St;  tes  sloop  of 
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war  President,  capt.  Billings,  mounting  6 eigh  teens 
and  2 twelve  pounders. 

At  Sachet  fa  Harbor,  about  the  1st  inst.  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  States,  armed  and  manned  by 
gallant  crews-,  was  on  the  point  of  sailing  to  meet 
the  enemy.  Commodore  Chauncey  had  hoisted  his 
broad  pendant  on  board  the  Oneida  of  18  guns,  lieut. 
Wooisey,  and  his  squadron  consisted  of  one  brig 
and  eleven  schooners-~a  power  supposed  sufficient 
to  wrest  the  trident  of  the  lake  from  the  enemy. — 
We  look-out  for  valiant  deeds — for  we  cannot  avoid 
believing  that  whenever  our  sailors  touch  the  British, 
they  must  succeed.  Every  man  of  them,  perhaps, 
has  some  private  wrong  to  avenge,  and  thousands  of 
them,  while  panting  under  the  lash  of  “ his  majesty’s 
officers,  have  prayed  more  devoutly  than  sailors  ever 
did  before,  for  the  glorious  opportunity  of  wiping 
off  the  indignity,  in  honest  -war — man  for  man. 

The  frigate,  building  in  Sachet fs  Harbor , was  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  for  service  about  the  20th  instant ! 

-Excellent  proceedings. 

The  prisoners  on  board  the  cartel  Potomac,  that 
sailed  a few  days  since  from  Boston  for  Halifax,  made 
a violent  attempt  to  prevent  their  return  to  the  ser- 
vice of  their  dearly  beloved  sovereign.  Several  are 
supposed  to  have  been  drowned  in  effecting  their 
escape  ; but  only  a few  succeeded.  The  poor  fellows 
would  rather  remain  prisoners  here  than  enjoy  the 
British  freedom  ! This  spirit  will  work  mightily,  by 
and  bye. 

We  observe  with  pleasure  that  some  of  our  vessels 
with  British  licenses,  for  Europe,  are  adroitly  turn- 
ed from  their  course  by  our  privateers- — they  are  good 
prizes.  See  the  case  of  the  brig  Tulip,  page  71 . 

Gallant — but  “ unprofitable ” contest — The  Nonsuch 
privateer  of  Baltimore,  captain  Levely,  carrying  12 
twelve  pound  carronades,  and  (at  that  time)  between 
£0  vwd  90  men,  on  the  28th  of  September  fell  in 
-with  a ship  and  schooner  under  British  colors — the 
ship  carrying  sixteen  18  and  24  pound  carronades, 
and  200  men,  including  soldiers,  and  the  schooner 
g\x  4 pounders,  and  60  men.  “When  within  reach 
pf  the  ship  (says  the  log-book  of  the  Nonsuch)  she 
gave  us  a broadside  5 bore  down  upon  her  and  hoist- 
ed American  colors,  and  returned  ten  broadsides,  ac- 
companied each  time  with  a heavy  volley  of  musket- 
ry ; the  ship  and  schooner  keeping  up  a heavy  fire 
upon  us  with  their  great  guns  and  musketry  ; the  en- 
gagement lasted  3 hours  and  20  minutes,  when[the 
bolts  and  breachings  of  our  guns,  fore  and  aft,  were 
carried  away  both  sides  ; we  could  then  only  fire  our 
musketry,  or  should  certainly  have  captured  them 
both — dismounted  several  of  the  ship’s  guns,  and 
damaged  her  very  much  in  her  hull  and  rigging. — 
From  the  confusion  which  appeared  on  board,  we 
judge  that  we  must  have  killed  a number  of  men — 
she  bore  away  for  Martinico — we  being  much  crip- 
pled in  our  rigging,  could  not  pursue  her.  After 
getting  our  decks  and  rigging  a little  repaired,  haul- 
ed to  the  N.  and  E.  our  sails  and  rigging  cut  to  pieces 
fore  and  aft,  and  hull  considerably  damaged,  having 
received  one  shot  between  wind  and  water,  which 
caused  her  to  leak  considerably.  Our  crew  all  fought 
like  true  Americans. 

“ Officers  wounded. — Mr.  Wilkinson,  dangerously 
in  the  body,  since  dead.  Mr.  Williams,  prize-mas- 
ter, severely  in  the  feet. 

“ Seamen  hilled. — Samuel  Christain,  Lewis  Riley, 
and  David  M ‘Car thy,  and  six  wounded.” 

[The  ship  has  arrived  at  Barbadoes  ; had  7 kil- 
led and  16  wounded — among  the  former  sortie  per- 
sons of  distinction.  The  British  speak  of  the  attack 
upon  them  as  exceedingly  brave.] 

A Yankee  trick. — Capt.  Swtft,  in  the  sloop  Friend- 
ship, of  Providence,  (R.  1.)  was  lately  captured  off 


Charleston  by  a British  brig.  In  the  night  after  the 
capture,  during  a heavy  squall,  and  while  the  sloop 
was  at  anchor,  somebody  cut  the  cable,  hoisted  the 
jib,  and  plumped  her  ashore  on  Folly-Island,  about 
25  miles  from  Charleston,  where  the  crew  and  pas- 
sengers have  arrived  with  their  British  prisoners.-— 
The  vessel  will  probably  be  lost,  but  most  of  her 
cargo  is  saved. 

The  United  States  brig  Argus  has  arrived  in  the 
Delaware.  She  has  sent  into  Philadelphia  as  a prize, 
the  ship  Adriane,  from  Alexandria  for  Lisbon,  laden 
with  5000  barrels  of  flour,  having  a British  license. 

Copy  of  a letter  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  from  Commodore  Rodgers  : 

U.  S.  Frigate  President,  at  sea,  Oct.  17, 1812. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the 
15th  instant,  near  the  Grand  Bank,  this  ship,  the 
Congress  in  company,  captured  the  British  king’s 
packet  Swallow,  Joseph  Morphew  commander,  bound 
from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  to  Falmouth.  The  rank  of 
the  commander  of  this  vessel  is  that  of  a master  and 
commander  in  the  navy.  She  had  no  cargo  on  board 
except  eighty-one  boxes  of  gold  and  silver,  amount- 
ing to  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  The  specie  I took  out  of  her, 
and  had  intended  sending  her  to  England  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a cartel  with  her  own  crew  : having  fallen 
in  with  the  American  schooner  Eleanor,  bound  from 
Baltimore  to  France,  dismasted,  induced  me  to 
change  my  first  determination,  and  instead  of  send- 
ing her  to  England  I have  sent  her  to  the  United 
States  in  charge  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  be- 
fore mentioned  schooner,  who,  at  the  moment  of 
writing  this,  have  charge  of  the  Swallow  with  the 
schooner  in  tow,  but  which,  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  permit,  they  intend  abandoning,  after  having* 
taken  her  cargo  on  board  the  Swallow. 

I parted  company  with  the  United  States  and  Ar- 
gus five  days  since  ; they  are  not  however  far  from 
me  at  present,  I apprehend. 

We  have- not  seen  a single  British  vessel,  of  war  as 
yet,  except  one  frigate,  which  the  want  of  wind  and 
the  approach  of  the  night  prevented  our  chasing  with 
any  effect;  although  from  information  afterwards  re- 
ceived we  must  have  passed  very  near  a squadron  of 
five  frigates  the  evening  preceding  that  on  which  we 
saw  the  one  before  mentioned. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 
Hon.  P.  Hamilton,  sec’ry  of  the  navy. 

The  Sarah -Ann  privateer  of  Baltimore,  by  the  for- 
tune of  war,  after  a brilliant  cruize,  has  been  cap- 
tured and  sent  into  New-Providence.  In  consequence 
of  the  following  letter  from  capt.  Moon,  being  re- 
ceived by  a cartel  at  Charleston  (S.  C.)  tioelve  British 
prisoners,  including  a midshipman  were  taken  from 
the  prison  ship,  and  put  into  close  confinement,  to 
be  detained  as  hostages  : — 

Nassau,  (x.  p.)  October  18,  1812. 

Six  of  my  crew,  claimed  as  British  subjects,  were 
this  day  taken  out  of  jail,  and  put  on  board  his  ma- 
jesty’s brig  the  Sappho, and  sailed  for  Jamaica,  where, 
it  is  said,  they  are  to  be  tried  for  their  lives.  In  con- 
sequence of  this,  I questioned  each  respectively  as 
to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  his  title  to  protec- 
tion by  the  American  government,  when  they  stated 
as  follows — to  wit : 

David  Dick,  (seaman)  says  he  was  born  in  Marble- 
head, state  of  Massachusetts,  where  his  parents, 
brothers  and  sisters  now  reside;  is  married  in  New- 
York,  and  his  wife,  (Mary  Gaul)  lives  in  Roosevelt- 
street,  No,  37 ; has  a regular  discharge  from  the  na- 
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w of  the  United  States,  by  capt.  Hugh  G.  Camp- 
bell, dated  at  St.  Mary’s,  (Geo.)  14th  August,  1812- 
Says  he  has  served  on  board  the  United  States  brig 
Vixen,  and  gun-boats  Nos.  10  and  158 ; from  the  last 
of  which  he  was  discharged.  Is  27  years  of  age,  about 

5 feet  7 inches  high — brown  hail' — light  complexion 
*— entered  on  board  the  Sarah- Ann  at  Savannah. 

Michael  Pluck  (O.  Seama  ) says  he  was  born  in 
Baltimore— his  parents  are  dead— but  he  is  known  by 
Wm.  Doulan,  Thomas  Turner,  and  M‘Don  ld  all  of 
Baltimore— has  a sister  in  some  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
whose  name  is  Ann  Welsh.— Was  never  at  sea  before 
— never  had  a protection — i 26  years  of  age,  5 feet 

6 inches  high,  scar  on  his  left  cheek  bone— entered 
on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  at  Baltimore, 

Thomas  Rogers  (seaman)  says  he  was  born  in  Wa- 
terford in  Ireland;  but  has' resided  many  years 
in  the  United  States,  has  been  duly  naturalized  and 
a copy  of  his  naturalization  is  filed  in  the  custom- 
house at  Baltimore— has  a wife  and  3 children  in 
Baltimore,  and  is  known  there  by  Joseph  Carey  and 
John  Rogers,  the  cork  cutter,  on  the  Causeway,  has 
lost  his  protection,  but  requests  Joseph  Carey,  to  do 
all  he  can  to  effect  his  discharge  from  the  British — 
Rogers  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  at  Baltimore. 

George  Robert,  (a  coloured  man  and  seaman.) — 
This  mahl  had  not  an  oppportunity  of  questioning  ; 
but  I know  him  to  be  a native  born  of  the  United 
States  and  of  which  fact  he  had  every  sufficient  do- 
cument, together  with  free  papers.  He  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Ann  at  Baltimore  where  he  is  mar- 
ried. 

Sonty  Taylor  (boy)  says  he  was  born  in  Hacken- 
sack, in  New-Jersey,  but  has  neither  friends,  rela- 
tions, nor  acquaintance  there ; says  Jane  Lawden,  of 
Savannah,  Geo.  is  his  mother— never  had  a protection 
— is  15  years  old — has  brown  hair  and  light  complec- 
tion — entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  at  Savannah. 

RICHARD  MOON. 

Jjdte  commander  of  the  privateer 
Sarah  Ann. 


American  Prizes. 

(WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PARE  159.) 

247.  Sloop  Venus,  of  Jamaica,  burnt  by  the  Two 
l&rothers  of  New-Orleans. 

248.  Brig  Jane  and  Charlotte,  laden  with  salt, 
coals,  crates  and  a few  bales  of  dry  goods,  sent  into 
Salem  by  the  America  privateer. 

249.  Brig  Francis,  from  St.  John’s,  Porto  Rico, 
for  Martinique,  laden  with  bullocks,  sent  into 
Charleston,  by  the  Nonsuch  of  Baltimore. 

250.  Government  brig  and  packet  Swallow,  14 
guns,  30  men,  captured  on  the  15th  ult.  after  a 
chase  of  8 hours  and  sent  into  Baltimore,  by  the 
squadron  under  the  command  of  com.  Rodgers. — 
The  Swallow  was  bound  from  Jamaica  for  Falmouth, 
and  had  on  board  the  mail  and  260,000$  in  specie, 
which  last  was  transferred  to  the  President  frigate. 

251.  Brig  Porgie,  from  Antigua,  laden  with 
rum  and  molasses,  sent  into  Norfolk,  by  the  High- 
Flyer,  on  her  second  cruise. 

252.  Ship  Ned,  of  Glasgow,  10  guns,  9 pounders, 
16  men,  laden  with  timber,  sent  into  Salem,  by  the 
John  and  George  privateer  of  that  place,  after  a 
smart  action.  The  John  and  George  carries  one  12 
and  two  3 pounders,  and  had  on  board  38  men,  in- 
cluding officers. 

253.  Schooner > captured  in  the  Bay  of 

Fundy,  laden  with  oil,  seal  skins,  &c.  sent  into. 
Salem,  by  the  Fame  of  that  po^t 


Offensive  and  Defensive ! 

PROGRESS  OF  MANUFACTURES. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  concerned  in  a 
ivoollen  manufactory,  at  Middle  tovm,  (~ Con.J  dated 
October  19,  1812. 

“We  are  at  present  wholly  engaged  in  manufactur- 
ing with  the  fine  Spanish  wool,  a branch  of  business 
which  yields  us  a better  profit,  and  commands  a stea- 
dier sale  than  coarse  wool ; we  may,  however,  engage 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  latter  in  the  ensuing  spring 
— Our  establishment  is  now  the  most  considerable  in 
the  United  States  for  fine  cloths  and  cassimeres — we 
every  dav  furnish  from  thirty  to  forty  yards  of  broad 
cloth,  which  sells  at  from  nine  to  ten  dollars  per 
yard  by  the  piece,  and  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  fur- 
nish double  that  quantity.  The  difficult)-  of  getting 
good  workmen  is  now  surmounted,  and  we  are  in* 
longer  dependent  upon  Europe,  as  our  countrymen 
and  apprentices  are  able  to  exercise  every  branch  of 
the  business. 

“The  woollen  manufactories  are  indeed  making 
great  progress  in  the  northern  section  of  the  union 
— blankets  are  made  in  this  state  in  very  considera- 
ble quantities — small  factories  for  coarse  woollen 
cloths  are  getting  into  operation  in  all  directions. 

“We  think  that  the  superfine  cloths  that  we  now 
make  are  superior  to  most  of  the  imported  super- 
fines  ; and  the  quantity  made  here,  at  Northampton 
and  at  other  places,  is  so  great  that  a large  amount 
of  foreign  cloth  will  be  excluded  from  our  market. 
The  enterprize  of  our  people  is  beyond  that  of  all 
other  nations,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  Europe 
will  find  the  Yankees  the  most  powerful  rival  in  all 
her  valuable  manufactures,  as  soon  as  the  want  of 
them  shall  be  a little  more  pressing  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic.”  [, Aurora . 


Frontier  Distances. 

The  following  tables  have  been  compiled  for  easy 
reference,  as  well  as  for  the  particular  use  of  those 
who  have  not  the  advantage  of  examining  a good 
map  of  the  seats  of  war.  Accuracy  is  not  affected 
in  things  of  this  kind,  for  we  know  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  attain  it ; but  the  tables  will  subserve  tlie 
common  purposes,  and  gratify  a laudable  curiosi- 
ty. The  distances  marked  tlmsf  are  given  m 
right  lines,  as  they  appear  on  the  map,  without  re- 
gard to  the  usual  roads,  or  any  natural  obstruc- 
tions whatever,  for  which  the  examiner  will  make 
his  own  allowances.  The  distances  marked  with 
a *,  have  regard  to  the  usual  roads,  and  are  suppo- 
sed to  be  correct — those  without  marks,  by  far  the 
most  interesting,  are  derived  from  high  authorities* 
and  given  as  nearly  accurate.  We  acknowledge: 
ourselves  much  indebted  for  many  of  them  to  im 
excellent  map,  lately  published  by  Mr.  Mellish, 
which  we  beg  leave  most  heartily  to  recommend 
to  our  readers. 

Fort  George  is  opposite  Fort  Niagara, 

Lewistown  is  opposite  Queenstown, 

Fort  Erie  is  opposite  Buffaloe, 

Prescot  is  opposite  Ogdensburg, 

Lewistown  is  about  6 miles  south  of  Fort  Niagara, 
and  below  the  fitlls. 

Buffalo  is  at  the  bottom  of  Lake  Erie,  near  the* 
head  of  Niagara  river,  above  the  falls. 

Newark  is  a short  distance  below  Fort  George. 

York,  in  Upper  Canada,  is  on  the  north  side  of  lake 
Ontario,  distant  about  35  miles  in  a direct  line  from 
Fort  Niagara,  and  220  from  Malden, 
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Kingston,  U.  C.  is  at  the  head  of  the  St  Lawrence, 
about  35  miles  from  Sackett’s  Ilarbor, 175  from  York, 
and  200  from  Montreal. 
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“The  right  of  Impressment.” 

Prom  the  president’s  message  and  its  accompany- 
ing documents,  it  seems  as  if  the  present  controver- 
sy with  Great  Britain,  would  chiefly  hinge  on  the 
€<  right  of  impressment ,”  as  it  is  strangely  called,  by 
some  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  It  is  true,  that 
the  enemy  lias  not  manifested  a di  sposition  to  abandon- 
the  principle  contended  for  in  his  various  orders  m 
council,  which  went  “ to  hind  vs  in  all  cases  whcitso- 
everf  but  itis  thought  or  understood,that  this  matter 
may  be  more  easily  adjusted,  than  what  we  have  al- 
ways considered  the  great  ground  of  complaint*:  viz. 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

“ The  right  of  impressment !” — the  right  of  the 
robber  of  the  the  Pyrenees  to  the  body  and  purse  of 
the  traveller — the  right  of  the  negro-stealer  to  the 
person  of  the  slave  he  kidnaps  ! But  lord  Castle- 
reagh  sanctions  this  “right”  by  common  law , and  ex- 
presses his  “ surprize ” at  our  demand  that  “ the  Bri- 
tish government  should  desist  from  its  ancient  and 
accustomed  practice  of  impressing  British  seamen 
from  the  merchant  ships  of  foreign  states.”  See 
page  164. 

If  usage  sanctions  a practice  or  makes  a right — 
the  robbers  of  the  Pyrenees  and  slave -stealers,  may 
claim  it  much  better  than  the  British  ministry  : the 
latter  are  modern  workmen.  But  neither  the  ancient 
or  modern  land  or  writer  man-stealers,  have  been  able 
to  induce  any  “ foreign  state”  to  acknowledge  a 
“right”  in  the  practices  they  pursue.  Like  the  chil- 
dren of  Ismael , every  man’s  hand  is  against  them,  all. 
N ay, even  the  BntishlsLWs  themselves  justify  a British 


subject,  in  bis  own.  land,  and  therefore,  of  all  men, the 
most  immediately  under  the  controul  and  disposal 
of  his  government,  in  resisting  the  press-grmg,  at 
the  expence  of  their  lives.  It  then  an  Englishman 
may  forbid  the  entry  of  the  man-stealer  into  bis 
house,  and  punish,  with  instant  death,  the  attempted 
violence  on  his  person,  shall  not  the  A mkhicax,  in  his 
own  ship,  deny  a British  trespass,  and  resist  it  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power?  Abominable  impudence! — Why, 
our  war  against  impressment,  might  be  legally  sus* 
tained  in  the  court  of  King’s  bench  ! 

The  proposition  of  the  executive,  that  a law  should 
pass  to  forbid  the  employment  of  British  seamen  on 
board  American  vessels, to  deprive  Britain  of  her  dar- 
ling plea,  was  dictated  by  an  honest  desire  for  the  re  - 
s 'oration  of  peace,  on  honorable t erms.  The  rejection 
of  it  will  not  “surprise”  any  who  have  diligently 
regarded  the  practice  of  the  British  government  ir 
this  matter;  for  the  plea  is  absolutely  false.  Grant- 
ed, that  Great  Britain  has,  occasionally,  giver,  up  a 
few  of  our  seamen,  after  months  and  years  of  invo- 
luntary servitude  ; for  which,  as  they  have  not  enter- 
ed on  the  king’s  books,  they  do  not  receive  a farthing  ; 
being,  not  only  compelled  to  serve  against  their  will, 
but  deprived  of  the  pittance  they  so  hardly  earn,  by 
their  obstinate  attachment  to  their  wives,  fannies  and 
country — but  this  has  been  done  only  to  keep  up  ap- 
pearances, and  sustain  a party  in  the  United  States. 
The  seii men  released  are  just  as  liable  to  be  impres- 
sed, a second  time,  as  others  ; and  hundreds  of  them 
have  been.  Besides,  the  practice  has  unceasingly 
continued ; and  Germans,  Swedes  and  Spaniards  are 
as  likely  to  be  impressed,  if  found  in  our  vessels,  as 
Americans  themselves.  Will  Lord  Castlereagh  jus- 
tify this  abuse  by  pretending  that  it  is  “impossible 
to  distinguish”  a Dutchman,  a Swede  or  a Spaniard 
from  an  Englishman  ? The  pretence  is  as  absurd  as 
the  practice  is  monstrous.  It  is  all  a lie.  King 
George,  wants  men  to  support  him  in  his  “ abomina- 
tions and  lie  will  get  them,  if  he  can — on  the  same 
principle  that  the  robber  obtains  the  purse  of  the  tra- 
veller, or  the  negro-stealer  the  person  of  the  slave. 

The  rejection  of  the  proposition  of  the  president 
should  rouse  the  indignation  of“  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  America,”  and  make  us  unanimous  for 
an  active  and  an  endless  war,  rather  than  this  hateful 
thing  should  be  permitted  ; and  we  are  pleased  to 
observe  that  the  ground  taken  in  the  president’s  mes- 
sage has  deprived  party  of  its.  sting,  and  touched  the 
honest  heart  of  every  man  that  loves  his  country. 
Our  cause  is  just,  and  heaven  will  bless  it  with  union  ; 
and  in  union  we  shall  soon  find  an  honorable  peace, 
the  desire  .of  the  American  people,  and  the  true  in- 
terest of  both  nations. 

(Xj3  In  the  naval  department  of  the  “ events  of 
war,”  will  be  found  an  interesting  article,  shewing 
another  British  pretension  that  must  be  corrected 
by  retaliation , if  other  means  fail. 


Constitution  of  the  U.  States. 

amendments  proposed. 

The  illustrious  men  who  framed  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  certainly  succeeded  in  digests 
ing  the  noblest  system  of  government  that  had  ever 
been  proposed  to  any  people.  The  fountains  of  wis- 
dom, with  all  the  advantages  of  the  experience  of  the 
ancient  and  modern  world,  were  freely  opened  to 
them — but  they  were  mortal,  though  of  the  best  uud 
most  enlightened  of  their  race  ; and  their  labor  was 
found,  imperfect  in  many  important  particulars. 
Some  parts  have  been  rectified  in  the  manner  they 
themselves  so  prudently  appointed,  to  correct  theo- 
ry by  practice.  Perhaps  oilier  amendments,  quite 
as  interesting  us  any  yet  adopted,  remain  to  be  made. 
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We  talce  the  liberty  to  propose  two — calculated  to 
prevent  abuses,  and  in  strict  obedience  to  the  gene- 
rous spirit  of  the  constitution  itself,  built  upon  and 
sustained  by  the  voice  of  the  people. 

We  propose 

That  every  state,  at  the  session  of  its  legislature 
next  succeeding  every  census  and  apportionment  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  their  represen- 
tatives in  congress,  shall  be  laid  otf  into  districts, 
in  each  of  which  [as  the  case  may  be]  the  people 
qualified  to  vote,  shall  elect,  one  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  or 
mie  elector  of  a President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  more — each  of  which  districts 
shall,  as  nearly  as  may  be, "contain  an  equal  number 
of  qualified  inhabitants,  as  shall  appear  from  the  cen- 
sus last  taken ; and  the  said  districts  shall  not  be 
altered  but  in  consequence  of  a new  census  and  ap- 
portionment, as  aforesaid.  Provided,  however,  that 
the  said  states  shall  he  so  districted,  according  to 
the  census  of  1810,  at  the  first  session  of  their  several 
legislatures  after  tlie.se  amendments  are  constitu- 
tionally adopted  and  ratified. 

There  is  no  use  to  multiply  words  in  favor  of  these 
propositions.  Their  simple  object  is  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  possible,  that  species  of  electioneering  jug- 
gling that  has  disgrace  d the  great  parties  in  the  LI. 
States,  and  will  bear  equally  on  both.  They  are  cal- 
culated to  secure  to  the  people  the  right  of  suffrage 
which,  in  many  instances,  by  tfe  thing  called  ma- 
nagement, has  been  grossly  violated.  They  will  give 
to  the  citizen  his  full  weight  in  the  government ; for 
his  vote  will  not  be  overwhelmed,  by  general  tickets,' 
cunningly  devised  and  arbitrary  districts,  or  legisla- 
tive usurpations.  We  have  made  no  calculation  whe- 
ther the  adoption  of  these  amendments  would  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  the  “republicans”  or  the  “fede- 
ralists”-:  being  satisfied  that  they  are  just  and 

necessary,  to  destroy  intrigue  and  give  better  effect 
to  the  will  of  the  people.  They  are  such  as  all  par- 
ties will,  or  ought  to,  unite  in,  who  regard,  or  affect 
to  regard,  the  right  of  suffrage. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

The  senate  and  house  of  representatives  have,  as 
usual,  dissected  the  President’s  message  and  refer- 
red its  several  parts  to  different  select  committees. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  several  standing* 
committees  of  the  house,  as  customary : 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. — Messrs.  Cheves, 
Bibb,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Johnson,  Pitkin  and  Fisk. 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. — Messrs. 
Newton,  Lowndes,  Mitchill,  M‘Kim,  Seybert,  Cham- 
pion and  Widgcry. 

Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. — Messrs.  Morrow, 
Blackledge,  Lacock,  Wilson,  Ormsby,  Boyd  and 
Bigelow. 

Committee  of  Claims. — Messrs.  Gholson,  Brown, 
Moseley,  Shaw,  Sage,  Archer  and  Stanford. 

Committee  on  the  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. — 
Messrs.  Rhea,  Lyle,  Dinsmoor,  Chittenden,  King, 
Bolling,  Hall  and  Shaw. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. — Messrs. 
Lewis,  Ringgold,  Pearson,  Bard,  Baker,  Condit  and 
Kent. 

Committee  of  Elections. — Messrs.  Findley,  Macon, 
Davenport,  Troup,  Dawson,  Emott  and  Alston. 

Committee  of  Accounts. — Messrs.  Turner,  Little 
and  Pickens. 

Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business. — 
Messrs.  Basset,  Ely  and  Jackson. 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. — Messrs.  Sinilie, 
Calhoun,  Grundy,  Golds  boro  ugh,  Macon,  Nelson, 
Harper,  Desha  and  Seaver. 


Committee  on  Military  matters. — Messrs.  Williams, 
Sevier,  Lyle,  Troup,  Low  ndes,  Stuart,  Wright,  Chit- 
tenden and  Avery. 

Committee  on  Naval  Affairs . — Messrs.  Basset, 
Bleecker,  llyneman.  Bacon,  Widgery,  Alston,  Mil- 
nor,  D.vwson  and  Stow. 

House  of  Representatives , Nov.  5. 

The  following  message  wras  received  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  U.  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  secretary. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of 

representatives  of  the  U.  States. 

The  hill  entitled  “ An  act  supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,”  which  passed  the  two  houses 
at  the  last  session  of  congress,  having  appeared  to 
me  liable  to  abuse  bv  aliens  having  no  real  purpose 
of  effectuating  a naturalization,  and  therefore  not 
being  signed,  and  having  been  pre  sented  at  an  hour 
too  near  the  close  of  the  session  to  be  returned  with, 
objections  for  re-consideration,  the  bill  failed  to  be- 
come a law.  I recommend  that  provision  be  now- 
made  in  favor  of  aliens  entitled  to  the  contemplated 
benefit,  under  such  regulations  as  will  prevent  ad- 
vantage being  taken  of  it  for  improper  purposes. 

JAMES.  MADISON. 

Nov.  6,  1812. 

The  above  message  having  been  read,  was  referred 
to  a select' committee  of  five. 

Another  message  was  also  received,  as  follows: 

To  the  senate  and  house  of 

representatives  of  the  U.  States. 

I transmit  to  congress  copies  of  the  corresprm 
dences  between  the  department  of  war  and  the  go- 
vernors of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  referred 
to  in  my  message  of  the  4th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Nov.  6,  1812. 

This  message,  with  the  documents  to  which  it  re- 
fers, was  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

EXPORTATION  OF  BREAD  STUFFS. 

Mr.  Harper  haring  stated  that  he  had  a motion  to 
make  which  in  his  opinion  required  secrecy,  the 
house  was  cleared  of  strangers,  and  so  remained  till 
3 o’clock,  when  the  house  adjourned,  and  it  appear- 
ed that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  on  the  proceedings 
had  been  removed ; and  that  the  motion  submitted 
by  Mr.  Harper  was  as  follow* : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  send 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  prohibiting  by  law  the  exportation 
flour  and  other  bread  stuffs  from  the  United  States 
and  the  territories  thereof,  and  tliat  they  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  question  whether  this  proposition  required 
secrecy  during  its  discussion,  was  decided  in  fihe: 
affirmative — yeas  68,  nays  39. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “That,”  and  inserting 
“the  exportation  of  flour  and  bread  stuffs,  from  the 
United  States  and  their  territories,  ought  to  be  pro- 
hibited by  law.” 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  Ike 
resolution,  and  decided  as  follow  : 

\T„AS. — Messrs.  Bard,  Bibb,  Blackledge,  Carr,  M 
Clay,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Fisk, 
Frarklin,  Green,  II.  Hail,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Macon,. 
Moore,  Mitchill,  Newton,  Pond,  Seaver,  Seybert, 
Strong,  Williams,  Widgery — 26. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ave- 
ry, Bacon,  Baker,  Basset , Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Boyd, 
Brigham,  Brown,  Butler, Calhoun,  C ham p i orijChcv es, 
Chittenden,  Condit,  Davenport,  Dawson,  Ely, Emote- 
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Findley,  Fitch,  Gholson,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
Grundy,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Jackson,  Johnson, 
Kent,  King,  Lacock,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maxwell, 
M‘Bryde,  M Coy,  M*Kim,  Metcalf,  Milnor,  Morrow, 
Moseley,  Nelson,  Newbold,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ens, Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Richardson,  Ring-gold,  Rhea, 
Roane,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sammons,  Sevier,  Shaw, 
G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturg-es,  Tra- 
cy, Troup,  Turner,  Van  Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilson,  Wright. — 76. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived  by  a large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough , the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  removed  from  these  proceedings. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

November  9. — A proposition  was  submitted  for  a 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  goods  captured  by  the 
privateers — Referred.  Mr.  Bacon,  after  a few  re- 
marks, offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to — 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  exempting  altogether  from  liabili- 
ty to  arrest,  or  being  taken  in  execution  for  debt,  of 
any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  or  private 
belonging  to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
any  volunteer  corps,  when  called  into  service  pursu- 
ant to  law. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  appointed  elec- 
tors of  president  and  vice-president  by  the  legislature 
of  New- Jersey  : Matthew  Whilden  of  Cape  May  ; 
William  B.  Ewing  of  Cumberland  ; Franklin  Daven- 
port of  Gloucester ; Jacob  Losey  of  Morris  ; Win. 
M'Gill  of  Hunterdon;  Elias  Conover  of  Monmouth; 
Andrew  Howell  of  Somerset ; Jonas  Wade  of  Essex. 

The  siege  of  Cadiz  has  been  raised. 

It  is  said  that  the  British  government  have  discon- 
tinued granting  licenses  for  the  transportation  of 
provisions  from  the  United  States.  It  would  be  a fact 
well  to  ascertain— if  the  American  merchant  who  re- 
ceived this  important  news  from  London,  is  not  de- 
sirous of  purchasing  a large  quantity  of  flour  ? We 
trust  however,  that  means  will  be  adopted  to  render 
the  protection  of  the  e tie  mi;  unavailing,  and  that  his 
supplies  will  be  cut  off. 

Mr.  Russel,  our  late  charge  d’  affaires  at  London, 
has  arrived  at  New-Yoi-k  in  the  ship  Lark. 

A great  battle  is  stated  to  have  been  fought  be- 
tween the  French  and  Russians  near  Majaiok,  about 
60  miles  from  JVToscow,  on  the  7th  of  September. 
It  lasted  from  7 o’clock  in  the  morning  till  3 o’clock 
P.  M.  when  the  Russians  were  completely  defeated. 
Bonaparte  commanded  in  person,  and  was  on  horse- 
back at  7 in  the  evening,  directing  the  pursuit.  Par- 
ticulars are  not  received. 

Massena  has  entered  Spain  with  40,000  men.  The 
success  of  the  British  at  Salamanca  and  subsequent 
entry  into  Madrid,  has  added  much  to  the  strength 
of  the  allies ; and  other  great  and  bloody  battles 
may  be  expected. 

Gen.  Levin  Winder,  was  elected  governor  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  joint  meeting  ©f  the  senate  and  house  of 
delegates  on  Monday  last.  The  votes  were 
For  Gen.  Winder  (federalist)  ...  52 

Robert  Bowie  (republican)  ...  29 

The  council  consists  of  Alexander  C.  Magruder, 
Benj.  Stoddert,  Wm.  H.  Ward  (Cecil)  Walter 
Dorsey,  and  B.  Martin  (Dorchester)  all  federalists. 

"Vermont  has  appointed  “Madisonian”  electors. 

Maryland  representation  in  the  1 3 th  Congress. — 
Messrs.  Alexander  M‘Kim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jo- 
seph Kent, Samuel  Ringgold,  Stephenson  Archer  and 
Robert  Wright,  republicans;  and  Messrs.  Fhilip 


Stewart,  Alexander  C.  Hanson  and  Charles  Goldsbo 
rough,  federalists.  All  the  old  members  were  re- 
elected, except  Mr.  Moore  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Lit- 
tle, and  Mr.  Hanson  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Key.  The 
political  character  of  the  representation  is  unchang- 
ed. 

Price  of  stocks,  London,  Sept.  28.  3 per  cent, 
consols,  58  1-4. 

Zera  Colburn,  the  famous  American  mathemati- 
cal prodigy,  aged  8 years,  is  now  exhibiting  his 
talents  in  London,  and  is  said  greatly  to  have  asto- 
nished his  royal  highness  Frederick  duke  of  York  and 
Albany , field  marshal  and  commander -in-chief \ &c. — 
Wc  have  a thousand  boys,  8 years  old,  that  might 
school  the  prince — at  least  if  they  could  not  write  bet- 
ter letters  than  his,  to  Mr...  Clark,  would  be  flogged. 

New  Hampshire  has  chosen  her  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  members'  of  congress — they  are  all  federal- 
ists, by  a majority  of  more  than  2000.  We  have 
not  particulars.  The  election  in  Massachusetts  for 
members  of  congress,  it  is  said , have  eventuated  in 
the  choice  of  16  federalists  and  4 republicans. 

A letter  from  Nachitoches , dated  Sept.  5,  says  that 
500  men,  principally  “ late”  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  under  col.  Magee,  were  in  full  march  for  the 
Spanish  post  of  St.  Antonio,  in  Mexico.  Their  force 
was  hourly  increasing — several  gentlemen  of  respect- 
ability are  in  the  ranks,  and  the  most  brilliant  pros- 
pects were  before  them.  The  governor  of  Louisiana, 
far  distant  from  the  scene  of  action,  had  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  prevent  the  excursion. 

Our  private  letters  from  Ohio  give  great  majori- 
ties of  the  Madison-electorial  ticket.  In  many 
counties  there  was  hardly  what  might  be  called  an 
opposition. 

American  trade  to  the  Baltic.' — Goods  passed  the 
Sound  for  Baltic  markets,  paying  the  dues  at  Elsi- 
neur,  in  103  American  vessels,  from  January  1,  to> 
December  1,  1811,  to  the  value  of  $ 927,109  17  cts. 
in  domestic  produce  of  the  U.  States,  and  $2,191,144 
36  cts.  in  foreign  produce — total  $ 3,118,253  53  cts. 

Criminals  in  London. — The  returns  on  the  table  of 
the  house  of  commons,  shew  a great  increase  in  the 
number  of  criminals  in  the  metropblis  : in  1806,  they 
were  899  ; in  1807,  1017  ; in  1808, 1110  ; in  1809, 
1342,  and  in  1810, 1424. — Sir  S.  Romilly  ascribes  the 
increase  to  three  causes  : 1st,  the  punishment  of  la- 
bor on  board  the  hulks , where  the  youngest  and  old- 
est villains  are  kept  together ; 2d,  the  practice  of  giv- 
ing re-wards  for  the  detection  of  particular  criminals  ; 
3d,  the  lotteries  which  reduced  thousands  to  poverty, 
the  mother  of  all  crimes. 

The  Comet. — Dr.  Herschel  has  given  in  a paper  to 
the  Royal  Society  on  the  late  comet ; he  estimates 
the  length  of  tail,  on  the  1st  Qctober,  at  100  millions 
of  miles  ; its  shape  a hollow  cone  emitting  light  on 
all  sides  ; the  luminous  matter  around  the  planetary 
nucleus,  as  of  a phosphoric  nature.  Lon.  pap . 


Necessity  compels  us,  for  the  present,  to  lay  aside 
our  projected  series  of  the  constitutions  of  the  seve- 
ral states.  It  is  inconvenient,  at  this  time,  to  issue 
supplements,  and  without  them  we  cannot  obtain  the 
room  demanded  by  other  matter  of  more  immediate 
or  more  various  interest.  But  all  the  constitutions 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  present  volume , by  the  aid  of 
supplements  or  other  means  ; to  be  succeeded  by  the 
declaration  of  independence , with  the  rough  draft 
thereof,  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  the  counter  declarationr 
issued  at  New-York,  contrasted. 

No  hing,  of  moment,  has  yet  occured  in  congress. 
Without  inserting  a regular  journal  of  their  proceed- 
ings, we  shall  publish  and  preserve  all  important 
matters. 
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Message  from  the  President. 

The  following'  important  message  was  received  by 

both  houses  of  congress,  on  Friday  the  13th  inst. 
To  the  Senate , and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

For  the  further  information  of  congress,  relative 
do  the  pacific  advances  made  on  the  part  of  this  go- 
vernment to  that  of  Great  Britain,  anyl  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  met  by  the  latter,  I transmit 
the  sequel  of  the  communications  on  that  subject, 
received  from  the  late  charge  d’affairs  at  London. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

November  12, 1812. 

Documents  accompanying  the  Message. 

Mil.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  KO.VROE. 

London , 19th  September,  1812. 

Sin — On  the  12th  inst.  1 received  your  letter  of  the 
2fth  July  last,  and  the  copies  of  my  note  to  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  and  of  his  lordship’s  reply  enclosed  herein, 
will  inform  you  that  the  propositions,  made  in  con- 
•sequence  of  it,  have  been  rejected. 

As  I have  hut  this  moment  heard  of  the  immediate 
departure  of  the  Friends,  I have  time  only  to  add, 
that  I have  received  the  communications  of  Mr.  Gra- 
ham of  the  9th  and  10th  of  August,  by  the  Gleaner, 
and  that  I leave  London  this  evening,  to  embark  on 
board  the  Lark,  at  Plymouth,  for  New-York. 

I am,  with  great  respect  and  consideration,  sir, 
jour  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

Postscript . — An  interesting  interview  took  place 
between  lord  Castlereagh  and  myself  on  the  16th  inst. 
the  account  of  which  I must,  for  want  of  time,  re- 
serve until  I have  the  honor  to  see  you. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  LORD  CASTLEREAGH. 

18,  Bentinck-street , Sept.  12,  1812. 

f Private. ) 

My  Lord — Inconsequence  of  additional  instruc- 
tions which  I received  from  my  government  this 
morning,  I called  about  noon  at  the  foreign  office, 
and  found,  with  regret,  that  your  lordship  was  out 
of  town.  My  object  was  to  communicate  to  your 
lordship  the  powers  under  which  I act,  that  you 
might  perceive  their  validity  and  extent.  I have, 
however,  sought  to  state  them  substantially  in  the 
Official  letter  which  I have  herewith  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  lordship,  but  should  you  find  any- 
thing that  stands  in  need  of  explanation,,  previous 
to  being  submitted  to  his  royal  highness,  I shall  re- 
main at  18,  Bentinck-street*  to  receive  the  commands 
Of  your  lordship.  If  your  lordship  could,  in  cour- 
tesy, find  any  motive  in  my  personal  convenience  to 
hasten  a decision  upon  the  propositions  which  I have 
submitted;  the  season  of  the  year,  my  anxiety  to 
depart  (all  my . arrangements  being  made,  and  all 
*ny  baggage  having  left  town)  and  the  detention  of 
the  Lark  at  much  expense,  will  plead  powerfully  in 
my  favor. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
your  lordship’s  very  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  JONA  RUSSEL. 

Lord  viscount  Cdstltreagfi,  eifc:  &c. 

Vo*.  E 


Mil,  RUSSEL  TO  LORD  CASTLEREAGH. 

18,  Bentinck-street , Sept.  12,  1812. 

My  Lord — I hasten,  .uthorised  by  instructions  re* 
cently  received  from  the  government  of  the  United. 
States,  and  urged  by  an  unfeigned  anxiety  to  arrest 
the  calamities  of  war,  to  propose  to  your  lordship  a 
convention  for  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  to  take 
effect  at  such  time  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon, 
and  stipulating  that  each  party  shall  forthwith  ap- 
point commissioners,  with  full  powers  to  form  a trea- 
ty, which  shall  provide,  by  reciprocal  arrangements, 
for  the  security  of  their  seamen,  from  being  taken 
or  employed  in  the  service  of  the  other  power ; for 
the  regulation  of  their  commerce,  and  all  other  inte- 
resting questions  now  depending  between  them,  and 
that  the  armistice  shall  not  cease  without  such  previ- 
ous notice  by  one  to  the  other  party,  as  may  he  agreed 
upon,  and  shall  not  be  understood  as  having  any 
other  effect,  than  merely  to  suspend  military  opera- 
tions by  land  and  by  sea. 

In  proposing  to  your  lordship  these  terms  for  a 
suspension  of  hostilities,  I ant  instructed  to  come  to 
a clear  and  distinct  understanding  with  his  Britannic 
majesty’s  government,  without  requiring  it  to  be 
formal,  concerning  impressment,  comprising  in-  it 
the  discharge  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
already  impressed  ; and  concerning  future  blockades; 
the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  being  con- 
firmed. 

Your  lordship  is  aware  that  the  power  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  prohibit  the  em- 
ployment of  British  seamen  must  be  exercised  in  the 
sense  and  spirit  of  the  constitution  ; but  there  is  na 
reason  to  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  so  exercised  effec- 
tually and  with  good  faith. 

Such  a measure,  as  it  might  by  suitable  regulations 
and  penalties  be  made  completely  effecttial  and  satis- 
factory, would  operate  almost  exclusively  in  favor 
of  Great  Britain  ; for  as  few  American  seamen  ever 
enter  voluntarily  into  the  British  service,  the  reci- 
procity would  be  nominal,  and  it  is  sincerely  believed, 
that  it  w ould  be  more  than  an  equivalent  for  any  ad- 
vantage she  may  derive  from  impressment.  t 

By  the  proposition  which  I have  now  the  honor  to 
make  in  behalf  of  my  government,  your  lordship 
will  perceive  the  earnest  desire  of  the  president  to 
remove  every  obstacle  to  an  accommodation,  w hich 
consists  merely  of  form  : and  to  secure  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  U.  States  in  a manner  the  most 
satisfactory  and  honorable  to  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
to  A merica. 

The  importance  of  the  overture  now  made,  will,  I 
trust,  i obtain  for  it  the  early  consideration  of  Ids 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  and  I shall  detain 
the  vessel  in  Which  I hare  taken  my  passage  to  the 
United  States,  until  I have  the  honor  to  learn  his.  de- 
cision. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  with  high  con- 
sideration, your  lordship’s  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

Lord  viscount  Caslereag'h,  &c.  &c.  cijfc. 

LORD  CASTLEREAGH  TO  Mil.  RUSSEL. 

Lord  Castlereagh  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Russel  and  requests  to  have  die  bourn?  of  set-jig 
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him  at  Iris  house  in  St  James’s  Square,  at  9 o’clock 
this  evening-. 

Foreign  office.  Sept.  16,  1812. 

- N.  B.  Received  a little  before  five  o'clock. 

Ma.  HAMILTON  a-O  MB.  RUSSEL. 

Dear  Siji — T have  mot  seen  lord  Castlereagh  since 

hi3  receipt  of  your  two  letters  of  the but  have 

received  his  directions  to  sa}'  to  you  that  he  is  con- 
cerned that  lie  cannot  have  it  in  his  power  to  reply 
to  them  for  a few  days  ; or  would  have  had  much 
pleasure  in  attending-  immediately  to  your  request 
in  that  respect.  You  may  be  assured  that  no  delay 
will  take  place  which  can  be  avoided. 

lam,  dear  sir,  faithfully  vours. 

W.  HAMILTON. 

Foreign  Office,  Sept  16,  1812. 

Jonathan  Russel , Esq.  &c. 

MR.  RUSSEL- WO  MR.  HAMILTON. 

Dear  Sir — I have  learnt  with  much  regret  and 
disappointment,  that  lord  Castlereagh  has  directed 
jmu  to  inform  me  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  give 
an  immediate  answer  to  the  last  letters  which  I have 
had  the  honor  to  address  to  him.  The  object  of 
those  letters  was  of  a nature  to  require  an  early  de- 
cision. Reluctant,  however,  by  any  precipitancy  on 
my  part  to  protract  the  present  unhappy  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  1 beg  you  to  acquaint 
his  lordship  that  I shall  remain  in  town  until  Sunday, 
(the  20th  instant)  when,  unless  some  special  and 
satisfactory  reason  be  assigned  for  a longer  delay, 
I shall  consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  proceed  to  Ply- 
mouth to  embark  for  the  United  States. 

I am,  dear  sir,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

18  fieri, 'inch-street,  16  th  Sept.  1812. 

N.  B.  Sent  at  3 o’clock. 

LOUR  CASTLEREAGH  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Foreign  Office > Sept.  18; A,  1812. 

Sin— Under  the  explanations  you  have  afforded  me 
of  the  nature  of  the  instructions  which  you  have  re- 
ceived from  your  government,  I have,  as  on  the  pre- 
ceding occasion,  been  induced  to  lay  your  letter  of 
tiie  12th  instant  before  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent. 

His  royal  highness  commands  me  to  express  to  vou 
his  regret  that  lie  cannot  perceive  any  substantial  dif- 
ference between  the  proposition  for  a suspension  of 
hostilities  which  you  are  now  directed  to  make,  and 
that  which  was  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  24th 
of  'August  last.  The  form  of  1 he  proposed  arrange- 
roent,  it  is  true,  is  d ifferent ; but  it  only  appears  to 
aim  at  executing  the  same  purpose  in  a more  covert, 
and  therefore,  in  a more  objectionable  manner. 

You  are  now  directed  to  require  as  preliminary  to 
a suspension  of  hostilities,  a clear  and  distinct  under- 
standing, without,  however,  requiring  it  to  be  form- 
al on  ail  the  points  referred  to  'nxypur  former  propo- 
sition. lv.  is  obvious,  that  were  this  proposal  acceded 
to,  the  discussion  on  the  several  points  must  sub- 
stantially precede  the  understanding  required. 

This  course  of  proceeding,  as  bearing  on  die  face 
of  it  a character  of  disguise,  as  not  only  felt  to  be 
in  principle  inadmissible,  but  is  unlikely  to  lead  in 
practice  to  any  advantegeous  result  ; as  it  does  not 
appear  on  the  important  subject  of  impressment  that 
you  are  either  authorised  to  propose,  any  specific 
plan,  with  reference  to  which  the  suspension  of  that 
practice  should  be  made  a subject  of  deliberation, 
or  that  you  have,  received  any  instructions  for  the 
guidance  of  your  conduct  on  seme  of  the  leading 


principles,  which  such  a discussion  must  in  the  first 
instance  involve. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Vrincc  Regent  sin- 
cerely laments  that  he  does  not  feel  himself  enabled 
to  depart  from  the  decision,  which  I was  directed  to 
convey  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  inst. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, ' CASTLEREAUH. 

Jonathan  Russel,  F.sq,  &c. 

Jilt,  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  MOVUOL. 

London,  19 th  September,  18T2. 

Srr — Since  writing  you  this  morning,  fearing  that 
this  government  should  infer  from  my  silence  an  ac- 
quiescence in  the  strange  and  unwarrantable  view 
which  lord  Castlereagh  has  in  his  last  note  thought 
fit  to  take  of  the  overtures  which  I have  submitted, 
and  of  the  powers  under  which  1 acted,  l have,  con- 
sidered it  my  duty  to  return  an  answer,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a copy. 

With  great  consideration  and  respect,  I am,  sir, 
your  assured  and  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

To  the  honorable  James  A Conroe,  £fc. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  LORD  C ASTLEREAGU. 

Londort,  19 th  September , 1812- 

My  lord — I had  the  honor  to  receive,  last  evening, 
your  lordship’s  note  of  yesterday  ; and  have  learnt 
with  great  regret  and  disappointment,  that  his  roy- 
al highness  the  Prince  Regent  has  again  rejected  the 
just  and  moderate  propositions  for  a suspension  of 
hostilities,  which  I have  been  instructed  to  present 
on  the  part  of  my  government. 

After  the  verbal  explanations  which  I had  the  ho- 
nor to  afford  your  lordship  on  the  16th  inst.  both  as 
to  the  object  and  sufficiency  of  my  instructions,  I 
did  not  expect  to  hear  repeated  any  objections  on 
these  points.  For  itself,  the  American  government 
has  nothing  to  disguise  ; and  by  varying  the  proposi- 
tion as  to  the  manner  of  coming  to  a preliminary  un- 
derstanding, it  merely  intended  to  leave  to  t he  Bri- 
tish government  that  which  might  be  most  congenial 
to  its  feelings.  The  propositions  presented  by  me, 
however,  on  the  24-th  of  August  and  12th  inst.  are 
distinguishable  by  a diversity  in  the  substance  as  Well 
as  in  the  mode  of  the  obj  ect  which  they  embraced ; as 
by  the  former,  the  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of 
impressment  was  to  be  immediate,  and  to  precede 
the  prohibitory  law  of  the  United  States  relative  to 
the  employment  of  British  seamen  ; when  by  the.  lat- 
ter both  these  measures  are  deferred  to  take  effect 
simultaneously  hereafter. 

Having  made  a precise  tender  of  such  law,  and  ex- 
hibited the  instructions  which  warranted  it  to  your 
lordship,  I have  learnt  with  surprise  that  it  does  not 
appear  to  your  lordship  that  fain  authorised  to  pro- 
mise any  specific  plan  on  the  subject  of  impressment. 
1 still  hope  that  the  overtures  made  by  me  may  again 
be  taken  into  consideration  by  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty’s government ; and  as  I leave  town  this  afternoon 
for  the  United  States,  that  it  will  authorise  some 
agent  to  proceed  thither  and  adopt,  them  as  a basis 
for  a reconciliation  between  the  two  countries,  an 
event  so  devoutly  t o be  v\  ished. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servant, 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

The  right  honorable  lord  Castlereagh,  <Jc. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  MO X ROE. 

(Private.  J 

Onboard  the  Earle,  7th  A'oveiuber,  1812. 

Si  a — 1 have  the  honor  to  inform" you  that  1 am  now 
passing  the  Narrows,  and  expect  to  land  in  New- 
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York  tins  day.  I conceive  it  to  be  mv  duty  to  repair, 
to  the  seat  of  government,  and  shall  set  off  as  soon 
as  I can  obtain  my  baggage.  In  the  mean  time  1 am 
sorry  to  inform  you,  that  the  second  proposition  for 
an  armistice  was  rejected  like  the  first,  aver!  a vigo- 
rous prosecution  of  the  \yar  appears  to  be  the  only 
honorable  alternative  left  to  us. 

I have  the  honor  to  lie,  with  great  consideration 
and  respect,  sir,  vour  very  obedient  servant, 

JONA.  RUSSEL. 

The  honorable  James  ATonroe,  &c.  </c.  &c. 

The  message  and  documents  were  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table.  [See  p&ge  183. 3 


Legislature  of  New- Jersey. 

declaration  of  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of 
the  state  of  JVriv-Jersey. 

The  authorities  of  the  federal  government  having, 
on  the  18th  day  of  June  last,  declared  war  against 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
its  dependencies,  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  New -Jersey  at  this  momentous  crisis,  deem  it  an 
indispensable  duty,  to  make  known  their  opinions  to 
the  persons  conducting  the  general  government ; 
ever  holding  it  an  undoubted  rig’ht  to  petition  and 
remonstrate  in  regard  to  public  measures. 

In  performing’  this  duty  we  refrain  from  entering 
upon  a full  recital  of  the  reasons  and  grounds  which 
' impel  us  to  announce  these  opinions. 

The  admonitions  of  prudence,  the  force  of  reason 
and  justice,  and  the  remonstrances  of  thousands, 
have  been  alike  ineffectual  and  disregarded — a great, 
prosperous  and  happy  nation,  'without  preparation 
have  been  suddenly  plunged  into  an  unnecessary,  and 
as  we  fear,  hopeless  war. 

Every  thing  dear  to  liberty — to  independence — to 
national  honor — all  that  the  revolution  accomplish- 
ed— and  that  thirty  years  of  peace  had  procured  and 
secured  to  our  country  is  put  at  the  hazard  of  war. 

We,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  New-Jer- 
scy,  chosen  since  the  promulgation  of  this  ruinous 
measure,  owe  it  to  our  constituents  and  to  ourselves, 
to  make  the  following  declarations  in  the  hope  that 
they  may  tend  to  tire  restoration  of  peace,  and  that  it 
may  not  hereafter  be  our  reproach,  to  have  given  by 
silence,  an  implied  sanction  to  measures  so  manifest- 
ly leading  to  the  ruin  of  our  beloved  country.  More 
especially  we  consider  it  our  solemn  duty  to  record  j 
these  sentiments  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  New-Jer-j 
sev,  seeing  that  before  the  declaration  of  war  was 
made,  when  scarce  a citizen  of  this  state  could  believe 
such  an  event  possible,  the  then  legislature  of  Xew-j 
Jersey,  presented  to  the  national  government  resolu- ! 
tiom  encouraging  and  approbating  -war. 

We  then,  in  the  name  of  our  constituents,  chosen 
"by  them  on  the  express  grounds  of  being*  the  friends 
of  peace,  and  most  anxious  to  have  restored  to  them 
and  our  country  its  inestimable  blessings,  do  resolve, 

1.  That  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  which  the 
present  administration  has  plunged  the  U.  States, 
was  inexpedient,  ill-timed  and  most  dangerously  im- 
politic—sacrificing  at  once  countless  blessings,  and  I 
incurring  all  the  hazards  and  losses  of  men  and  trea-! 
sure,  necessarily  resulting  from  a contest  with  a na-j 
tioa  possessing  so  many  means  to  annoy,  and  dis-' 
tsess  us. 

2.  Resolved,  That  as  the  war  was  improvidently 
commenced,  so  has  the  conduct  of  it  proved  wasteful 
and  disastrous.  The  administration  being  evidently 
chargeable  with  the  multiplied  disasters  which  have 
attended  our  arms,  and  consigned  to  captivity  or 
death  so  many  thousands  of  brave  men,  without  the 
attainment  of  a singly  important  object. 


3.  Resolved,  That  we  view  with  inexpressible  con- 
cern ihe  course  of  that  destructive  policy  which 
leads  tp  a connexion  with  the  military  despotism  of 
France ; and  if  it  should  so  happen,  as  our  feats  sug- 
gest, that  a convention  or  coJifoderacy,witU  that  pow  - 
or,  either  exists  or  is  intended,  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
declare,  that  such  an  event  will  be  considered  by  us 
more  dangerous  than  the  war  itself,  and  as  tend- 
ing, in  its  consequences,  to  a dissolution  of  the  union 
of  the  United  States. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  long  as  it  shall  be  the  unhap- 
py fate  of  our  country  to  be  involved  in  war,  the 
people  and  legislature  of  New -Jersey  will  perform 
all  their  constitutional  duties,  embracing  all  the  just 
means  in  their  power  to  preserve  the  union,  defend 
the  state  and  honor  of  their  country. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  requisite  that  inquiry  be 
speedily  made  into  the  causes  of  the  calamitous 
events  of  the  war,  ami  that  the' representatives  of  this 
state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  Slates,  be  re- 
quested, by  all  constitutional  means  in  their  power, 
to  effect  this  important  investigation. 

6.  Lastly,  resolved,  That  fading  in  the  answer  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  a proposed  ar- 
mistice, that  a principal  object  of  the  war  is  to  obtain 
redress  against  the  Jiritish  practice  of  impressment , 
and  folding  further  in  air  answer  from  the  Jiritish  go- 
vernment to  another  proposed  armistice,  that  their  claim 
does  not  extend  beyond  what  it  calls  its  ancient  and  ac- 
customed practice  of  impressing  British  seamen  from 
the  merchant  vessels  of  a foreign  state,  we  do  hereby 
declare  our  solemn  conviction  that  a war  at  the  expense 
of  American  blood  and  treasure  to  protect  British  sub- 
jects oil  the  high  seas  from  their  due  allegiance  to  their 
country,  would  be  unjust,  and  that  the  abuse  of  this 
practice  in  regard  to  American  seamen  may  be  guard- 
ed against  by  an.  arrangement  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, and  therefore  that  a negociation  for  a treaty  of 
peace  should  be  immediately  opened. 


Legislature  of  Ivhode-Island. 

O 

The  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island 
convened  at  Providence  on  the  6th  ultimo  and  re- 
ceived the  following  message  from  the  governor: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives , 

In  obedience  to  your  resolution  of  the  8th  of  July 
last,  on  the  1 lth  I wrote  Vo  major-general  Dearborn, 
requesting  him  to  cause  to  lie  delivered  to  me  for 
the  use  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  the  United  States* 
arms  then  deposited  in  Newport;  and  have  notv  the 
honor  to  lay  before  you  that  officer’s  very  singular 
answer,  under  the  date  of  July  14th. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  I received  another  letter  from 
general  Dearborn,  under  the  date  of  the  25th  (that 
letter  I also  lay  before  you)  in  which  he  requests  me 
to  order  into  the  service  of  the  U.  States  (in  addi- 
tion t<4  tiiis  state’s  quota  of  the  100,000  men  ordered 
by  congress)  two  companies  of  artillery,  and  two 
companies  of  infantry,  with  a major,  to  be  posted  in 
the  forts  and  batteries  at  Newport ; an  answ  er  to 
w hich,  on  the  21st  I wrote  that  officer,  a copy  of 
which  is  herewith  presented. 

Being  informed  by  the  general,  that  the  United 
States’ troops  were  to  be  ordered  from  Newport,  and 
finding Jliat  the  state  wasfto  be  left  without  protec- 
tion, I was  induced  to  convene  a council  of  war,  and 
take  their  opinion  of  the  measures  most  proper  to 
adopt  under  these  circumstances.: — And  although  i 
did  not  hesitate  as  it  regarded  my  duty  respecting 
this  state’s  quota  of  militia,  as  ordered  at  May  ses- 
sion, and  called  for  by  general  Dearborn,  vet  con- 
sidering it  a question  pi  the  highest  importance  td 
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the  United  States  generally,  and  to  to  this  state  in 
particular,  it  became  necessary  to  take  their  opinion 
whether  the  militia  of  this  state. could  be  withdrawn 
from  the  authority  thereof  by  the  president  of  the 
United. States,  except  in  the  particular  cases  pro- 
vided for  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  State's, 
who  is  to  be  the  judge,  whether  those  exigences  exist 
cr'  not  ? 

With  respect  to  the  withdrawing  of  the  United 
Stares’  troops  from  Newport,  however  improper,  yet 
as  imminent  dansrer  of  invasion, did  not  exist,  and 
considering  the  deficiency  of  funds  in  our  state 
treasury,  the  council  were  of  opinion  that  it  was 
not  expedient,  at  that  time,  to  increas#  the  ex- 
pense of  the  state,  by  ordering  any  part  of  the  militia 
into  service. 

On  the  question  whether  the  militia  of  this  state 
can  be  withdrawn  from  the  authority  thereof,  except 
in  the  particular  cases  provided  for  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  they  are  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that  they  could  not. 

On  the  second  question,  viz.  when  the  militia  of 
the  state  are  called  for  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  who  is  io  he.  the  judge  whether  those  exigen- 
cies provided  for  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  exist  or  not  ? They  were  also  nhanirnous.lv 
of  opinion  that  the  executive  of  the  state  must,  and 
of  right  ought  to  be  the  judge. 

O:\the  22d  of  July,  agreeable  to  vour  resolution  of 
the.  9th, T wrote  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  enclosed  him  a copy  of  that  resolution,  and  re- 
quested him  to  give  orders  to  the  proper  officer  to 
deliver  me  two  thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  and  six 
field  pieces,  with  such  quantities  of  ammunition,  &c. 
.for  tiie  use  of  the  state,  as  lie  should  deem  proper. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  as  I had  received  no  an- 
swer, 1 wrote  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 
again,  enclosed  a copy  of  the  above  letter,  and  re- 
peated my  request  for  arms,  &.c. — and  on  the  same 
day  I wrote  to  the  secretary  at  war  informing  Kim  of 
my  application  made  to  the  president  of  the  United 
S tates  for  arms.  See.  and  requested  him  to  furnish  the 
same  as  soon  as  possible;  find  by  the  same  mail,  I. 
enclosed  him  a return  of  this  state’s  quota-  of  detach- 
ed militia,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel 
John  S.  Eddy,  and  informed  him  that  they  would  be 
ready  to  act  in  the  service  of  the.  United  States  when, 
in  my  opinion,  any  of  1,hc  exigencies,  provided  for 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  should  ex- 
ist, agreeable  to  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  council 
of  war,  given  me  on  the  occasion. 

On  the  1.9th  of  September  I received  by  express,  a 
letter  from  the  honorable  Simon  Martin,  under  date 
of  the  18th,  in  which  T was  informed  of  the  agit  ation 
among  the  citizens  of  the  Island  of  Rhode-Island  oc- 
casioned by  the  appearance  of  three  British  frigates 
near  Point  Judith,  and  suggesting  the  necessity  of 
sending  a port  of  the  detached  militia  to  their  aid, 
or  calling  the  council  to  determine  on  means  the 
most,  proper  for  their  protection.  That  letter  I lay 
before  you,  observing  that,  in  conformity  therewith, 
the  .council  of  war  did  meet  in  this  town  on  the  24th, 
when  the  letter  vfas  laid  before  them,  and  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,!  was  advised  and  request  ed  to  is- 
sue an  order  to  the  quarter-ma:  tcr-gcnerel  of  this 
- state  to  procure  as  soon  as  practicable,  a quantity  of 
powder  and  lead  for  th^use' of  the  state  ; but  it  was 
not  advisable,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  order, 
the  detached  militia,  or  any  part  thereof  into  the  ser- 
vice at.  present. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  by  the  request  of  the 
council  of  war,  I wrote  the  presid-nt  <?f  the  United- 
States  a third  letter,  and  enclosed  him  another  copy 
of  your  resolution  of  July  19,  requesting  me  to 


apply  to  him  for  arms,  &c.  and  repeated  my  request, 
but  obtained  no  replv. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  inst.  I received  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  war  department,  inform- 
ing me  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  had 
directed  him  to  forward  me  an  order,  which  he  then 
enclosed,  on  the  assistant  secretary  quarter-master 
at  Newport  for  1,000  stand  of  arms,  and  stating  that 
500  had  been  delivered  to  the  state  before,  and  that 
arms  had  been  loaned  to  several  volunteer  companies 
at  Newport ; but  as  that  order  did  not  come  to  hand, 
on  the  same  day  I wrote  the  secretary,  informed  him 
of  the  mistake,  and  renewed  my  request  for  ord- 
nance and  ammunition. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  there  should 
exist  a difference  of  opinion  between  the  president 
of  the  United  States  and  the  government  of  the  in- 
dividual states  in  any  case,  and  particularly  so  as  it 
respects  the  disposing  of  the  detailed  militia,  when 
the  nation  is  involved  in  war.  Satisfied,  however, 
that  the  principle  adopted,  and  the  course  this  state 
has  pursued  on  that  subject  is  not  only  perfectly  in 
i agreement  with  the  letter,  but  with  the  spirit  of 
tlie  constitution  of  the  United  States,  I conceive  an 
adherence  thereunto  indispensable;  but  should  this 
general  assembly  think  the  course  erroneous,  there 
is  how  an  opportunity  to  correct  it. 

The  declaration  of  war  by  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States  against  Great  Britain,  has  placed  this  State  in 
a very  perilous  situation  ; having  art  extensive  sea- 
coast  accessible  by  a naval  force  ; the  principal  part 
of  the  United  States’  troops  that  were  thought  ne- 
cessary even  in  lime  of  peace,  withdrawn  -from  the 
state,  our  forts  and  batteries  very  illy  supplied  with 
the  munitions  of  war. 

Under  these  circumstances,  should  the  president 
of  the  United  States  refuse  to  supply  tills  state  with 
the  ordnance  and  ammunition,  for  which  I was  re- 
quested to  apply,  and  the  protect  ion  the  general  go- 
vernment are  in  duty  bound  to  afford,  and  for  which 
this  state  has  contributed  so  largely,  and  leave,  us  to 
the  mercy  of  an  invading  enemy,  it  will  not  only  he 
the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  be  prepared  for  the  event, 
hut  of  this  general  assembly  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion in  aid  thereof,  to  which  I request  vour  attention. 

Belying  with  the  fullest  confidence  on  your  dispo- 
sition to  adopt  and  pursue  measures  the  best  calcu- 
lated to  promote  and  secure  tlie  peace  and  happiness 
of  the  citizens  at  large,  I have  only  to  assure  you, 
gentlemen,  that  nothing  constitutionally  within  my 
power,  shall  be  wanting  to  effect  an  object  so  desira- 
ble. May  tlie  Supreme  Governor  of  the  universe 
aid  you  in  your  deliberations  and  crown  your  mea- 
sures with  li is  blessing.  M M.  JUNES. 


Circuit  court  of  the  United  States. 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT, 

October  Term,  1812. 

The  Tulip , Funk , Jfm.  Shaw,  of  J\ exo-York,  Claimant 
and  Appellant. 

The  vessel  and  her  cargo  had  been  condemned,  as 
lawful  prize,  to  the  privateer  Art. as,  Mnjfet,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  vessel  w as  employed,  after  the 
declaration  of  war,  in  the  service  of  tlie  enemy,  to 
carry  Mr.  Foster’s  public  dispatches,  in  charge  of  a 
messenger,  from  New  York  to  England.  The  claim- 
ant, AVn.m  am  Sis  aw,  a naturalized  citizen  of  New 
York,  appealed  from  the  sentence  of  condemnat  ion, 
and  the  appeal  was  heard,  on  the  27th  and  28th  of 
October, upon  an  argument  by  Messrs.  Jlopkhiso >/  and 
Hinnen  for  tlie  appellant,  and  by  Mr.  JJallas  for  the 
Appellee. 

Upon  tlie  delivery  of,  Mr.  Foster’s  dispatch  '.;,  un- 
opened, to  the  district  judge, lie  directed  then;  o be 
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submitted  to  the  secretary  of  state,  in-order  to  ascer- 
tain whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  executive,  their 
contents  were  proper  to  be  exhibited  on  the  public 
record.  The  secretary  of  state  returned  office  copies 
of  lie  dispatches  to  Mr.  Dallas  (as  the  law  officer  of 
the  d..:t”ict)  stating-  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  go- 
vernment, that  publicity  should  be  given  to  them, 
unle  ss  it  was  for  the.  promotion  of  public  or  private 
justice.  Judge  Pclprs,  when  the  demand  was  made, 
in  the  district  court  by  the  claimants  counsel,  for 
pi  icing  the  dispatches,  among  the  public  exhibits  in 
the  court,  declared,  that  he  did  not  think  the  disclo- 
sure necessary  for  the  promotion  of  public  or  private 
justice;  that,  at  that  time,  it  might  be  attended 
wntli  some  public  inconvenience,  by  hastening  the 
communication  of  the  dispatches  to  the  enemy  ; and 
that  it  was  enough,  upon  principle,  as  well  as  npon 
the  precedents  to  be  found  in  the  admiralty  law  of 
England,  and  of  Trance,  and  of  other  nations,  to  sub- 
stitute, in  his  own  certificate,  a general  description 
of  the  marter  contained  in  them. 

Oil  the  appeal,  of  the  circuit  court,  the  same  preli- 
minary question  occurred  ; but  Mr.  Dallas , deliver- 
ing (conformably  to  his  instructions)  the  dispatches 
to  judge  Washington,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  judge 
should  direct,  observed  that,  undoubtedly  tlie  great 
reason  for  withholding  the  publication  of  the  dis- 
patches, in  extenso , might  be  thought  to  have  ceased 
by  the  lapse  of  time,  and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Foster 
in  England.  So  far  as  information  was  to  be  convey- 
ed to  the  enemy,  the  object  of  the  dispatches  was  ef- 
fected, by  personal  communications  ; and  as  to  Mr. 
Foster's  conjectures,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  our 
government,  the  public  documents  sufficiently  prov- 
ed their  fallacy.  Mr.  Dallas,  however  maintained  the 
correctness  of  the  decision  of  the  district  judge,  un- 
der the  circumstances  existing  when  it  was  pronoun- 
ced, and  referred  to  the  authorities  upon  the  subject. 

Judge  Washington,  on  the  succeeding  morning,  di- 
rected the  dispatches ‘to  lie  made  exhibits  in  the  cause, 
saving-,  that  he  had  not  formed,  and  did  not  mean 
to  intimate,  any  opinion  upon  the  general  question, 
whether  such  documents  might  not  be  withheld  from 
the  record,  upon  principles  of  public  policy ; but 
that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  reason  for  withhold- 
ing them  in  this  case,  had  ceased,  and  that  the  pub- 
lication could  not  be  attended  with  any  injurious  con- 
sequences to  the  government. 

Tile  cause  was  then  argued  on  the  three  grounds 
taken  by  the  counsel  for  the  claimant  : 1.  That 

trading  with  the  enemy  was  not,  in  itself,  unlawful.— 
2.  That  carrying  the  dispatches  of  the  enemy  was 
not  trading,  within  the  meaning  of  the  principles  and 
authorities  cited  for  the  libellant.  And  3d.  That  if 
any  offence  was  committed  in  carrying  the  despatch- 
es in  the  present  case,  it  was  the  pffence  of  a citizen, 
against  the  municipal  law  of  his  own  countrv,  not  an 
©{fence  in  Violation  of  the  law  of  nations  ; and  conse- 
quently, that  the  offender  could  only  be  prosecuted 
and  punished,  according  to  the  common  law,  or  the 
statute  law,  neither  of  which  would  justify  a capture 
and  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  prize 
of  war,  in  a court  of  admiralty. 

The  judge  having  continued  the  cause  for  advise  t 
mont,  delivered  his  opinion  in  substance,  as  fol- 
low : — 

Washington,  Justice . I have  perused,  with  atten- 
tion, the  papers,  and  the  authorities,  which*  have 
been  exhibited  and  cited,  in  this  cause  ; and  I pro- 
ceed, with  perfect  satisfaction, to  pronounce  an  affirm- 
ance of  the  decree  of  the  district  judge. 

Trading  with  an  enemy,  was  an  offence  against 
the  maritime  law,  long  before  the  American  revolu- 
tion; and  as  far  back  as  the  records  of  the  English 
admiralty  pan  be  traced,  it  appears,  incontroy.ertably, 


from  a scries  of  direct  and  uniform  decisions,  that 
the  vessel  and  cargo  of  a subject,  taken  in  the  act  of 
trad  ing  with  an  enemy,  were  liable  to  condemnation, 
in  the  prize'  court,  as  prize  of  war  to  the  captors. 

The  principle,  v-liich  prohibits  trade  and  com- 
merce with  the  enemy,  exists,  therefore,  independent 
of  "those  opinions  and  judgments  which  have  been 
pronounced  by  sir  William  Scott,  subsequent,  to  the 
revolution  : And  to  that  principle,  1 should  resort 
on  the  present  occasion,  with  compleut  confidence, 
although  no  adjudged  case  in  point,  could  be  pro- 
duced. 

If  trade  and  commerce  with  the  enemy  arc  unlaw- 
ful, carrying  the  public  disp.it  clu  s of  the  enemy  (the 
worst  kind  of  commence  with  the  eta  my)  cannot 
he  lawful.  The  same  principle  of  the  maritime  law, 
which  makes  that  specie*  of  trading,  which  consist's 
in  the  mere  intercourse  of  buying  and  selling,  an  of- 
fence ; with  stronger  reasons  for  the  public  safety, 
must  condemn  the  : ct  of  conveying  intelligence  to 
the  enemy.  The  argument  from  analogy  is  irresisti- 
ble, I repeat,  independent  of  a U authority. 

Nof  is  it  an  i dequate  answer  to  this  course  of  rea- 
soning, that  the  cfilnce  committed  toy  a citizen,  in 
carrying  the  dispatches  of  the  enemy  is  an  offence  at 
common  law,  or  by  statute.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  trading  in  the  str  ict,  sense  with  an  enemy,  which 
is,  unquestionably,  a misdemeanor  at  common  law. 
In  both  cases,  the  offender  may  be  prosecuted  person- 
ally ; and,  in  both  cases,  the  offending  vehicle,  if  ta- 
ken in  the  unlawful  act,  may,  also  be  condemned  a3 
prize  of  war.  In  neither  case,  does  the  condemnation 
proceed  on  the  ground  of  the  part)  being*  actually  an 
enemy,  nor  of  the  property  being  actually  owned  by 
an  enemy;  but  in  both  cases,  the  party  acts  as  if  he 
were  an  enemy  • and,  therefore,  the  maritime  law, 
treats  the  property,  as  if  it  belonged  to  an  enemy. 

Upon  the  whole,  l do  not  think  it  necessary  to  go 
into  a further  detail  of  the  grounds  of  my  judgment, 
as  1 have  not  the  si i ghost  doubt  upon  the  case. 

Let  the  decree  of  the  District  Court  be  confirmed. 


“West-Florida.” 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

Fort  St  odder  t,  Mis,  Ter.  Oct.  21,  1812. 

t-o  the  F.DiTons. — I have  taken  the  liberty  to  en- 
close you  an  opinion  of  the  honorable  Jud  ge  Tovimint 
in  the  case  of  the  United  .States  against  the  schooner 
Maria,  depending-  on  the  question  whether  the  town 
of  Mobile  could,  after  the  fourth  of  May  last , be  re- 
garded as  a foreign  port. 

As  the  expectations  of  the  people  of  that  country 
were  raised  in  a high  degree  by  the  act  of  “Annexa- 
tion to  the  Mississippi  Territory  — as.  the  people  re- 
garded themselves  from  that  day  as  American  citi- 
zens, and  as  the  security  and  perhaps  the  lives  of  a 
great  number  of  men,  well  affected  to  our  govern- 
ment. depend  on  tills  question  and  on  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  national  legislature  to  suppor1  them  in  the 
•enjoyment  of  those  rights,  which  it  is  ’ elieved  have 
been  assured  to  them  ; I have  supposed  that  the  offi- 
cial opinion  herewith  .transmitted,  might  be  consider*- 
ed  as  an  interesting:  article,  for  your  valuable  ga- 
zette. I am  yours,  &.c.  J.  It  W. 

THE  U.  STATES,  rs.  THE  SCFR.  MARTA. 

The  schooner  libelled  in  this -case  sailed  fi-om  X. 
Orleans  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  May  last.  Her 
load  was  destined  partly  for  Mobile  and  partly  for 
Fort  Stodderi.  On  her  way  she  was  met  by  a gun- 
boat, and  received  some  imperfect  communication  of 
the  existence  of  an  embargo.  .She  went  to  Mobile, 
delivered  about  the  loth  of  the  same  month,  that 
part  other  cargo  which  was  destined  for  that  place. 
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and  came  to'Fort  Stoddert,  where  she  was  seized  for  the  governor  to  such  parts  of  the  province  as  were  in 
a violation  of  the  embargo  law. 

It  is  contended  on  behalf  of  the  owner, 
such  notice  was  given  of  the  embargo  as  she  was 
bound  to  respect;  that  whatever  information  was!  the  town  of  Mobile  from  the  operation  of  American 
communicated  to  the  captain  of  the  schooner,  was  so  jurisprudence.  But  the  congress  of  the  United  States 


a revolutionary  state,  and  directed  him  not  to  molest 
that  no!  the  representatives  of  the  Spanish  monarchy. 

Under  these  orders  governor  Claiborne  excluded 


vaguely  given  as  not  to  justify  his  passing  Mobile 
without  delivering  the  articles  which  he  had  con- 
tracted to  leave  at  that  place. 

But  it  is  moreover  contended,  that  supposing  he 
had  possessed  a full  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
an  embargo  ; it  would  not  have  rendered  him  crimi- 
nal in  going  to  Mobile,  inasmuch  as  an  act  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  14th  day 
of  M;,v  last,  antecedent  to  the  time  when  this  schoo- 
ner-touched  at 'Mobile, had  declared  that  the  coun- 
try including  the  town  of  Mobile  should  be  regarded 
as  a part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  as  such 
“be  governed  by  the  laws  now  in  force  therein,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  enacted,  and  the  laws  and 
ordinances'  of  the  United  States  relating  thereto,  in 
like  m .nner  as  if  the  same  had  originally  formed  a 
part  of  the  same  territory,  and  that,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district  so  annexed  should  be  entitled  to  a repre- 
sentative in  the  general  assembly  thereof.”  The 
question  to  be  determined,  therefore,  is  whether  the 
country  thus  annexed  to  the  Mississippi  territory 
and  thus  rendered  subject  to  its  laws,  or  any  part  of 
that  country,  is  a fore-gn  place,  or  is  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  an  appendage  of  the'  United  S tates. 

On  a mere  perusal  of  the  law  just  recited,  it  should 
seem  that  no  such  question  could  possibly  lie  made. 
The  fact,  however,  is  that  a foreign  government 
does  claim  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
whole  of  the  territory  included  within  the  limits 
above  named  ; that  no  formal  possession  by. military 
force  lias  been  taken  of  any  part  of  the  country,  but 
at  an  almost  uninhabited  spot  near  the  bay  of  St. 
Louis  ; that  American  jurisdiction  however  seems  in 
some  shape  or  other  to  have  been  exercised  in  the- 
whole  of  the  country  west  of  the  river  Mobile,  ex- 
cept in  the  small  town  of  that  name  ; and  that  in 
the  territory  east  of  the  Mobile,  no  jurisdiction,  ei- 
ther Spanish  or  American,  has  been  exercised  for 
two  years  past. 

The  act  of  congress  not  only  declares  that  the  laws 
of  the  .Mississippi  and  of  the  Untied  States  shall  go- 
vern the  same  without  exception,  but  authorises  a 
member  to  be  chosen  from  the  same  to  the  territo- 
rial legislature — and  it  is  probable  that  one  half  of 
the  qualified  electors  reside  within  the  town  of  Mo- 
bile, and  no  clause -whatsoever  in  the  law  deprives 
them  of  the: elective  franchise. 

The  governor  has  moreover  erected  the  country  so 
annexed  to  the  Mississippi  Territory  into  a count v, 
and  has,  without  reservation,  declared  the  inhabi- 


pfobrblv  deeming  some  definite  expression  of  the 
national  sentiment  now  to  be  necessary,  the  congress 
on  the  eve  of  a war  with  the  fast  ally  of  Spain,  the 
congress,  satisfied  from  experience  that  no  conces- 
sion was  to  be  expected,  and  that  nothing  but  a de- 
claration from  the  highest  authority  on  the  continent 
would  induce  the  allv  of  Britain  to  relinquish  owe 
foot  of  territory,  actually  though  unjustly  occupied 
— declared  on  the  14th  of  May  last  the  whole  coun- 
try (without  exception)  east  of  Pearl  river,  west  of 
the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  21st  degree  of  latitude 
to  be  annexed  to  the  Mississippi  territory  : — and  to 
prevent  all  doubts  about  jurisdiction,  and  all  discus- 
sions between  rival  authorities,  they  further  declar- 
ed that  the  laws  in  force  in  the  said  territory  and  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States  relating 
thereto,  should  be  in  force  in  the  territory  .so  annex- 
ed. And,  however  to  give  weight  and  popular  ener- 
gy to  the  said  provision,  they  authorised  a -represen- 
tation in  the  provincial  legislature  from  the  said  ter- 
ritory, and  in  fact,  especially  from  the  town  of  Mo- 
bile, which  holds  a large  proportion  of  qualified  con- 
stituents— Could  the  governor  of  the  Mississippi 
territory  then,  do  otherwise,  than  to  assure  the  peo- 
ple of  that  district  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights, 
privileges  and  immunities  of  American  citizens  ? 

And  if  he  has  made  no  discrimination,  between 
the  'people  residing  in  Mobile  and  those  residing  in 
other  parts  of  the  district,  it  is  because  the  law  ad- 
mitted of  no  such  discrimination.  He  stood  indeed, 
on  higher  ground  than  the  governor  of  the  late  terri- 
tory of  Orlcfins.  The  latter  was  circumscribed  by 
presidential  restrictions,  well  adapted  to  the  state  of 
the  times  : the  former  was  unrestricted.  lie  had  no 
guide  but  the  law  ; and  jihe  law  declared  that  the 
whole  of  the  country  from  Pearl  river  to  Perdido 
made  a part  of  the  Mississippi  territory. 

But  a vessel  is  seized  and  libelled  for  going  to  Mo- 
bile, a town  in  the  district  so  annexed,  in  violation  of 
the  law  prohibiting  a departure  to  any  foreign  port 
or  place.  The  question  then  is — what  constitutes  a 
country  foreign  or  domestic  ? 

If  it  be  nothing  but  occupancy  by  military  force, 
no  part  of  the  district  added  by  congress  to  the 
Mississippi  territory,  but  the  sand  hills  of  the  pass 
of  Ghristianwe,  is  comprehended  within  the  limits  of 
-the  American  Republic.  If  it  be  the  exercise  of  ju- 
risdiction, then  the  limits  of  our  territory  will  vary 
with  the  times,  ar.d  the  energy  of  American  magis- 
trates,-or  the  vigor  of  conflicting  authorities,  will 


tants  thereof  to  be  entitled  to  all  die  rights,  privileg-Utlone  describe  our  national  boundaries.  If  it  be  the 
es  and  immunities  of  American  citizens.  Indeed  it  I exercise  of  the  constituent  privilege,  in  electing 
does  not  appear  that  he  possessed  any  power  of  mak-  J members  to  the  representat  ive  assembly,  it  will  then 


jng  a reserved  ion. 


depend  on  the  fears  and  hopes — upon  the  timidity 


The  ground  on  which  he  stands  with  relation  to 'and  courage — upon  the  slavish  submission  or  manly 

independence  of  private  individuals. 

But  if  it  be  the  law,  then  have  we  a plain  arid  defi. 
nite  line  of  demarkation,  The  national  will  is  the 
basis  of  our  pretentions  ; and  the  national  energies 
are  the  guarantee  of  their  integrity, 

Truly  perplexing  and  painful  is  the  situation  of  a 
judicial  officer  whose  debision  seems  to  involve  a 
question  of  war  and  peace,  and  on  the  eventual  ope- 
ration of  which  it  may  depend  whether  the  national 
rights  shall  be  tamely  surrendered  to  a foreign  usur- 
pation, or  Whether  the  vassals  of  a rival  power  shrill 
be  driven  from  our  territory.  Such  points  Seem  to 
rest  more  properly  with  other  departments  of  the  go- 


tl*is  country*  is  materially  different  from  that,  which 
was  occupied  by  the  governor  of  the  late  territory  of 
Orleans,  When  Louisiana  v/as  first  possessed  by  the 
United  States,  the  country  east  of  the  island  of  Or- 
leans was  untouched  by  the  American  government. 
The  national  authorities  seemed  for  a time  to  be  os- 
< dating  between  the  right  of  Spain  and  that  of  the 
Untied  .states.  Imperious  circumstances  at  length 
c died  upon  the  President  to  -adopt  decisive  mea- 
v‘*r-s.  He  authorised,  the  governor  .of  Orleans  to 
take  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  country  ceded 
treaty  to  the  American  republic,  Anxious,  how- 


ever, tq  avoid  collision  with  fore 


go  powers 


sjtaic  ofajuity  with  this  nation  : he  wisely  res trieted ] > ernment : but  if  under  a combination  of  peculiar 
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circumstances  they  are  forced  upon  the  attention  of  place  is  really  foreign,  which  tire  national  legislature 
n judicial  officer,  lie  will  not  si i rink  from  the  dis-  has  pronounced  to  be  incorporated  with  our  territory 
charge  of  hi 


duty,  though  he  will  at  the  same  time 
deem  it  a circumstance  peculiarly  auspici  us  that  the 
national  legislature,  being  in  session  at  the  moment, 
will  have  it  in  their  power  at  once  (if  they  can  con- 
descend to  do  it)  to  relinquish  claims  to  a jurisdiction 
Which  the)'  arc  unprepared  to  support,  or  to  modifv 


md  subject  to  our  laws.  Alterations  in  the  state  of 
a country  may,  indeed,  sometimes  take  place,  sub- 
sequent to  the-  passing  of  a law  relating  to  it,  and  for 
which  tlie  law  had  made  no  provision.  On  such  oc* 
casions  some  doubts  may  he  created.  But  where  a 
judge  finds  a place,  declared  by  law  to  he  domestic. 


or  explain  a law  which  may  lead  to  consequences  not]  precisely  in  the  situation  in  which  it  was,  and  in 
previously  apprehended,  or  rather  to  give  force  and!  which  it  was  known  to  he,  when  the  declaration  wj*s 
efficacy  to  it  by  an  arm  stronger  than  that  of  the  civil  j made  ; shall  lie  take  upon  himself  the  awful  rcapon- 

S1ia.ll  hre  aua- 
when  in 


sibility  cf  pronouncing  it  to  he  foreign  ? 


magistrate. 

I make  these  observations  under  the  impression  jpect  the  national  representatives  of  triflinb, 
that  the  question  now  before  the  court,  whether  the  discharge  of  their  solemn  functions  ? 

Mobile  he  a foreign  place — though  merely  involving  Sh..ll  lie  suppose  it  possible  that  they  could  male* 
the  fate  of  a single  vessel,  under  a law  now  expired  an  idle  boast  of  possessing'  territory,  which  they  for- 
■— does  in  fact  depend  on  genernkprfnciples  ; which,  i hade  their  officers  to  occupy  ; that  though  declaring 
if  adjudged  to  be  in  favor  of  ;he  claimant,  must  lead  J that  their  laws  should  be  the  rule  of  action,  they  did 
to  a general  exercise  of  American  jurisdiction  in ! not  mean  that  they  should  be  enforced?  Shall  he 
the  town  of  Mobile,  audio  the  enforcement  of  it  by  j harbor  the  dishonorable  idea  that  the  government 
all  the  means  which  the  law  has  placed  at  the  dispo-jcould  delude  the  people  of  the  country  wnh  promi- 
sal  of  her  ministers.  On  this  account,  it  might  belses  of  American  protection  and  the  vainhope  of  en- 
lnore  agreeable  to  wave  a decision  ; hut  the  question;  joying  republican  laws  and  institutions,  whilst  the 


will  he  presented  perpetually  and  forced  upon  our 
View,  and  a more  proper  time  cannot  occiu-  than  the 
present. 

I must  acknowledge  that  when  I find  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  declaring  that  a certain  portion 
of  territory  described  by  that  body  is  annexed  to  the 
Mississippi  territory ; that  it  shall  he  governed  by 
the  laws  thereof,  and  entitled  to  a representative  in 
the  general  assembly ; ] feel  it  impossible  to  say,  as 
an  American  magistrate,  that  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory so  described  is  a foreign  country.  I know  of  no 
better  criterion  by  which  to  determine  the  national 
character  of  any  part  of  the  country,  but  the  “su- 
preme law  of  the  land.”  If  the  “judges  arc  bound 
thereby,  any  thing  .in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any 
state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,”  (Con.  U.  S. 
art.  VI.)  surely  they  are  bound  thereby  notwith- 
standing any  pretensions  set  up  by  an  assemblage  of 
individuals  professing  allegiance,  not  to  an  American 
state,  hut  to  a foreign  power. 

If  we  abandoned  this  ride,  it  would  probably  be 
extremely  difficult  to  find  a substitute.  The  very 
territory  in  question  presents  three  or  four  different 
aspects,  as  to  its  political  state,  and  the  kind  of  oc- 
cupancy which  the  rival  nations  possess  in  it,  win  1st 
over  the  whole  a Jurisdiction  is  claimed  by  both. — 
Wliat  rule,  then,  can  we  follow  but  the  law  of  the 
land?  If  a judicial  officer  finds  the  country  over 
which  he  presides,  so  unfortunately  situated,  as  that 
though  the  national  will  lias  said  that  the  laws  shall 
rule  therein,  the  will  of  individuals  (whose  subjects 
soever  they  may  he)  stands  in  opposition,  and  Is  for 
the  moment  triumphant  over  the  will  of  the  nation, 
which  is  he  to  respect  ? Shall  private  will  become  tri- 
umphant r Shall  he  admit  that  they  do  not  belong  to 
the  United  States  ? Shall  he  admit  their  place  of  re- 
sidence to  he  a foreign  country  ? Shall  he  denation- 
alize a territory,  which  the  supreme  authority  has 
declared  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  to  be 
subject  to  their  jurisdiction  ? I do  not  see  how  lie 
can  consistently  pursue  this  course.  Some  inconve- 
nience no  doubt  may  result  from  adhering  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  law.  Inconvcniencies  always  must  arise, 
where  there  are  collisions  of  authority ; and  it  would 
not  probably  be  easy  to  balance  those  which  may 
spring  from  different  views  of  the  present  question 
and  different  modes  of  acting  upon  it.  It  i»,  how- 
ever*  a matter  of  so  much  importance  to  preserve  in 
practice  a due  regard  to  the  authority  of  legislative 
acts,  constitutionally  called  into  existence,  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a case,  in  which  a ji 


very  ministers  of  the  government  were  expected  to 
regard  them  as  foreigners,  and  the  colonial  subject# 
of  an  European  monarchy?  Shall  conceptions,  so 
dishonorable  to  the  character  of  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  state,  be  suffered  for  one  moment  to  enter  the 
breast  of  a judicial  officer?  If  he  find,  in  a country., 
dc  dared  to  be  American,  still  some  remnants  of  fo- 
reign jurisdiction  ; ought  he  not  to  suppose  that  the 
legislative  body  disowned  it  to  be  such  as  could  be 
recognized  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  intended  that, 
whatever  character  it  was  viewed  in,  it  should  gra- 
dually he  done  away  by  the  operation  of  civil  process, 
supported  with  energy,  conformably  to  the  genuine 
spirit  of  our  constitution  and  laws  ? If  the}  have  pro- 
mi' ed  protection  to  the  people  of  such  a country, 
they  will  not  suffer  those  people  to  become  a prey  to 
the  jealousy  or  resentment  of  a foreign  faction  ; — 
they  will  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  civil  magistrate 
— they  will  make  good  their  promises  to  the  people 
— they  will  redeem  their  plighted  faith,  and  support 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  national  councils. 

On  the  whole  view  of  the  subject,  therefore,  1 cam 
not  regard  any  part  of  the  territory  lying  east  of 
Pearl  river,  west  of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the 
3 1st  degree  of  latitude,  as  having  been  a foreign 
country  since  the  14th  day  of  May  last. Judg- 

ment, therefore,  is  given  in  favor  of  the  claimant, 
and  tire  bond  entered  into  by  him  is  directed  to  be 
cancelled.  As  to  the  question  whether  was  a rea- 
sonable cause  of  seizure,  I am  willing  to  admit  that 
the  Collector  was  justifiable  at  that  time  in  regarding 
the  town  of  Mobile  as  a foreign  port,  as  the  law  of 
congress,  declaring  it  otherwise,  was  then  unknown. 
A.  letter  from  the  officer  commanding  the  gun-boats 
lias  been  produced,  and  if  tire  facts,  therein  stated,  as 
to  the  notification  of  the  embargo  were  established 
on  oath,  they  would  merit  attention,  and  ought  to 
have  considerable  weigh*.  I shall,  therefore,  leave 
this  point  open  for  farther  investigation  and  future 
decision.  H.  TOULM1N. 

19th  October,  1812. 


Public  Documents, 

Accompanying  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  November  lb. 

MR,  nuSSJvL  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OP  STATE. 


asjungtou,  jYovember  16,  1812. 

f „ Sin — I have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herew  ith  an 

dicrul  officer  could  be  permitted  to  declare  that ^account  of  the  conversation  alluded  to  in  a postcript 


m 
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structions  tire  revocation  of  the  order's  in  council  on 
the.  23d  of  June;  h;»d  been  received  at  Washington* 
and  that  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  the  favora- 
ble effect  such  intelligence  would  produce  there.— 
The  question  of  impressment,  he  went  on  to  observe, 
was  attended  with  difficulties  of  \\  hich  neither  1 or 
my  government  appeared  to  be  aware.  “ Indeed’1 
he  continued  “there  has  evidently  been  much  mis- 
apprehension on  this  subject,  and  an  erroneous  be- 
lief entertained  that  an  arrangement,  in  regard  to  it, 
has  been  nearer  an  accomplishment  than  the  facts 
will  warrant.  Even  our  friends  in  congress,  1 mean* 
(observing  perhaps  some  alteration  in  my  counte- 
nance) “ those  who  were  opposed  to  going  to  war 
with  us,  have  been  so  confident  in  this  mistake  that 
they  have  ascribed  the  failure  of  such  an  arrange- 
ment solely  to  the  misconduct  of  the  American  go- 
vernment. This  error  probably  originated  with  Air, 
King*,  for  being  much  esteemed  here,  and  always 
well  received  by  the  persons  then  in  power,  he 
seems  to  have  misconstrued  their  readiness  to  listen 
to  his  representations  and  their  warm  professions  of 
a disposition  to  remove  the  complaints  of  America, 
in  relation  to  impressment,  into  a supposed  convic- 
tion on  their  part  of  the  propriety  of  adopting-  the 
plan  which  he  had  proposed.  But  lord  St.  \ lucent, 
whom  he  might  have  thought  he  had  brought  over 
to  his  opinions,  appears  never  for  a moment  to  have 
ceased  to  regard  all  arrangement  on  the  subject  to 
be  attended  with  formidable,  if  not,  insurmountable 
obstacles.  This  is  obvious  from  a letter  which  his 
lordship  addressed  to  sir  William  Scott  at  that  time.” 
Here  lord  Castlereagh  read  a letter,  contained  in  the 
records  before  him,  in  which  lord  St.  Vincent  states 
to  sir  William  Scott  the  zeal  with  which  Mr.  King 
had  assailed  him  on  the  subject  of  impressment, 
confesses  his  own  perplexity  and  total  incompeten- 
cy to  discover  any  practical  project  for  the  safe  dis- 
continuance of  that  practice  and  asks  for  council  and 
advice.  “ Thus  you  see,”  proceeded  lord  Castle- 
reagh, “ that  the  confidence  of  Mr.  King  on  this 
point  was  entirely  unfounded.” 

“The  extreme  difficulty,  if  not  total  impracticabi- 
lity of  any  satisfactory  arrangement  for  the  disconti- 
nuance of  impressment  is  most  clearly  manifested 
by  the  result  of  the  negociation  canned  on  between 
Messrs,  Monroe  and  Pinkney  and  lords  Auckland  and 
Holland.  The  doctrines  of  which  these  noblemen 
had  been  the  advocates,  when  in  opposition,  bound 
them  by  all  the  force  of  consistency  to  do  every- 
thing under  their  commission  for  the  satisfaction  of 
America  relative  to  impressment,  which  the  subject 
would  possibly  admit.  There  were  many  circumstan- 
ces on  that  occasion  peculiarly  propitious  to  an  ami- 
cable arrangement  on  this  point,  bad  such  an  arrange- 
ment been  at  all  attainable.  Both  parties  according- 
ly appear  to  have  exhausted  their  ingenuity  in  at- 
tempting to  devise  expedients  satisfactorily  to  per- 
form the  office  of  impressment,  and  nothing*  can 
more  conclusively  demonstrate  the  inherent  dimcul- 
Under  which  I had  brought  forward  the  propositions i ty  of  the  matter,"  and  the  utter  impossibility  of  find- 
pontained  in  my  note  of  the  24th  of  August.  He  l ing  the  expedient  which  they  sought,  than  that  all 
considered  that  to  enter  with  me  into  the  understand-  j their  labors,  pursued  on  that  occasion  with  unexam- 
ingy  required  as  a preliminary  to  a convention  for' an  I pled  diligence,  cordiality  and  good  faith,  should 
armistice,  he  would  be  compelled  to  act  on  unequal  I have  been  in  vain.” 

ground,  as  from  his  situation  he  must  necessarily)  His  lordship  now  turned  to  a letter  in  a volume  be* 
pledge  his  government,  when,  from  the  nature  ofjfore  him  addressed,  at  the  close  .of  the  negociation  by 
my  authority,  I could  give  no  similar  pledge  for  (these  commissioners  to  the  American  ministers,  cori- 
prfine.  He  could  not  therefore  think  of  committing iceived  in  the  kindest  spirit  of  conciliation,  in  which 
the  British  faith  and  leaving  the  American  govern-  they  profess 


to  my  letter  of  the  17th  of  September  and  which  1 
had  hot-sufficient  time  then  to  copy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration 
and  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JON  A.  IiUSSEL. 

Tlxe  hon.  J(ime e Monroe , esq.  £Jc. 

MB.  RUSSEL  TO  THE  SECRETARY  Or  STATE. 

London,  September  17,  1812. 

Sir— On  the  12th  inst.  I had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  27th  of  July  last— I called  imme- 
diately at  the  Foreign  Office  to  prepare  lord  Castle- 
reagh, by  imparting  to  him  the  nature  and  extent  of 
rny  instructions,  for  the  communication  which  it 
became  me  to  make  to  him.  His  lordship  Was  in  the 
country  and  I was  obliged  to  write  to  him  without 
previously  seeing  him.  I however  accompanied  my 
official  note  (A*)  with  a private  letter  (B)  offering 
explanation,  if  required,  and  soliciting  dispatch. 

I waited  until  two  o’clock,  the  16th  inst.  without 
bearing  from  his  lordship,  when  I was  much  surpri- 
sed at  receiving  a note  (C)  from  Mr.  Hamilton,  the 
under  secretary,  indefinitely  postponing  an  official 
reply. 

To  give  more  precision  to  the  transaction,  I in- 
stantly addressed  to  him  answer  (D)  and  a little  be- 
fore five  o’clock  on  the  same  day,  I received  an  invi- 
tation (E)  from  ford  Castlereagh  to  meet  him  at  his 
housp  that  evening  at  nine  o’clock. 

1 waited  on  his  lordship,  at  the  time  appointed,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  at  a table  loaded  with 
the  records-  of  American  correspondence,  which 
they  appeared  to  have  been  examining. 

I was  courteously  received,  and  after  a conversa- 
tion of  a few  minutes  on  indifferent  subjects,  I led 
the  Wav  to  the  business  on  which  I came,  by  observ- 
ing that  I had  once  more  been  authorised  to  present 
the  olive  branch  and  hoped  it  would  not  be  again 
rejected. 

'His  lorfiship  observed  that  he  had  desired  the  in- 
terview to  ascertain,  before  lie  submitted  rny  commu- 
nic-'tion  of  the  lfith  inst.  to  the  prince  regent,  the 
form  and  nature  of  the  powers  under  which  I acted. 
To  satisfy  him  at  once  on  both  those  points  I put  into 
fiis  hand's  join*  letter  of  the  27th  of  July.  I the 
more  willingly  adopted  tills  mode  of  procedure  as, 
besides  :the  confidence  which  its  frankness  was  cal- 
culated to  produce,  the  .letter  itself  would  best  de- 
fine my  authority  and  prove  the  moderation  and  con- 
ciliatory temper  ofiiny  government. 

] l :s  lofdship  read  it  attentively— He  then  com- 
mented at  some  length  both  on  the  shape  and  sub- 
stance of  my  powers.  With  regard  to  the  former, 
he  observed  that  all  my  authority  Was  contained  in  a 
fitter  fioni  the' secretary  of  state,  which,  as  my  di- 
plomatic functions  had  ceased,  appeared  but  a scan- 
ty foundation  on  which  to  place  the  important  ar- 
rangement ] had  been  instructed  to  propose,  With 
Regard  to  the  extent  of  my  powers,  lie  could  not 
perceive  that  they  essentially  differed  from  those 


raent  free  to  disregard  its  engagements.  Besides  it 
dal  not  appear  to  him  that  at  the  date  of  mv  last  in- 

'*  The  notes  here  referred  to  hftve  afieady  been 
• gqmmmncated  to  Congress, 


profess  the  most  earnest  desire  to  remove  all 
cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  America  concern- 
ing* impressment,  regret  that  their  endeavors  bad 
hnhei'to  been  ineffectual,  lament  the  necessity  of 
continuing  tire  practice  and  promise  to  provide  as  fail 
as  possible  against  th©  abuse  of  it, 
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“If,”  resumed  his  lordship,  “such  was  the  result  a measure  seems  to  have  been  confidently  enterlain- 
of  a negocifltion  entertained  under/fircumstances  sojed,  and  the  orders  in  council  appeared  no  longer  to 
highly-  •favorable,  where  the  powers  and  the  disposi-jform  an  obstacle  to  a conciliation.  However  this 
lion  of  the  purties  were  limited  only  by  the  difficul-j  might  be,  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Arne- 
ties  of  tl»e  subject,  what  reasonable  expectation  can  rican  government  would  be  ready  to  abandon  one 
’ ' 1 ' ' r'  J'  ‘ 1 main  point  for  which  it  contended  merely  because  it 


be  encouraged  that  in  the  actual  state  of  things,  with 
your  circumscribed  and  imperfect  authority,  we  can 
come  to  a more  successful  issue  ? 1 shall  have  to  pro- 
ceed in  so  weighty  a concern  with  the  utmost  delibe- 
ration and  circumspection  ; and  it  will  be  necessary 
for  me  to  consult  the  great  law  officers  of  the  crown. 
You  arc  not  aware  of  the  great  sensibility  and  jea- 
lousy of  the  people  of  England  on  this  subject,  and 
IK)  administration  could  expect  to  remain  in  power 
that  should  consent  to  renounce  the  right  of  impress- 
mem,  or  to  suspend  the  practice,  without  the  cer- 
tainty of  ap  arrangement  which  should  obvioush  be 
calculated  most  unequivocally  to  secure  its  object. 
Whether  such  an  arrangement  can  be  devised  is  ex- 
tremely doubtful,  but  it  is  very  certain  that  you  have 
no  sufficient  powers  for  its  accomplishment.” 

Such  was  the  substance,  and,  in  many  parts,  the 
language  of  his  lordship’s  discourse.  To  which  I re- 
plied, that  the  main  object  of  my  powers  being  to  ef- 
fect a suspension  of  hostilities,  their  form  could  not 
be  material.  It  was  sufficient  that  they  emanated 
from  competent  authority  and  were  distinctly  and 
clearly  conferred.  That  in  requiring  as  a condition 
to  an  armi:>:  ice  a clear  understanding  relative  to  im- 
pressment and  other  points  of  controversy  between 
the  two  countries,  it  was  intended  merely  to  lay  the 
basis  of  an  amicable  adjustment  and  thereby  to  dimi- 
nish the  probability  of  a renewal  of  hostilities.  To 
come  to  such  an  understanding',  to  be  in  itself  infor- 
mal, and  which  expressly  left  the  details  of  the  points 
which  it  embraced  to  be  discussed  and  adjusted  bv 
commissioners  to  be  hereafter  appointed,  wascertain- 
ly  within  the  instructions  which  I had  received,  and 
I could  of  course,  thus  far  pledge  my  government  for 
its  observance.  I did  not  acknowledge  the  force-  of 
his  objection,  predicated  on  the  inequality  of  our  re- 
spective powers,  nor  perceive  how  the  British  faith 
would  be  particularly  committed.  The  faith  of  botli 
governments  would  be  equally  committed,  for  what- 
ever was  done  under  their  respective  authority  ; and 
although  his  lordship  might  have  power  to  go  be- 
yond the  armistice  and  understanding  for  which  I 
was  instructed,  yet  there  was  no  necessity  for  doing 
so,  and  while  we  acted  within  those  limits,  we  stood 
on  equal  ground.  And  were  it  otherwise,  yet,  as 
the  promise  of  the  one  party  would  be  the  sole  con- 
sideration for  the  promise  of  the  other,  should  either 
fail  in  the  performance  of  its  engagements,  the  other 
would  necessarily  be  discharged,  and  the  imputation 
of  bad  faith  could  alone  attach  to  the  first  delinquent. 
Nor  was  1 dismayed  at  the  very  formidable  difficul- 
ties  with  which  he  had  thought  proper  to  array  the 
subject  of  impressment,  and  although  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge my  inferiority  to  the  American  negocia- 


had  obtained  another,  which  was  generally  consi- 
dered to  be  of  minor  importance,  and  to  submit  to 
the  continuance  of  impressment  on  account  of  the 
discontinuance  of  the  orders  in  council.  At  any  rate 
having  authorised  me  to  propose  terms  of  accommo- 
dation here,  it  would  probably  wait  for  information 
concerning  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  re- 
ceived, before  it  would  consent  to  more  unfavorable 
condjl  ions.  In  the  mean  tipi e the  war  would  b.e  pro- 
secuted, and  might  produce  new  obstacles  to  a paci- 
fic arrangement.  I was  happy  to  learn  Dial  the  fai- 
lure of  a former  negociation  concerning  impressment 
could  not  be  ascribed  to  a want  of  sincerity  and  mo- 
deration in  the  American  government  ; and  I hoped 
the  mode  now  suggested  for  securing  to  Groat  Bri- 
tain her  own  seamen  might  remove  the  difficulties 

which  had  hitherto  embarrassed  this  question. 

If  the  people  of  England  were  so  jealous  and  sensi- 
tive with  regard  to  theexercise  of  this  harsh  practice, 
what  ought  to  be  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica who  were  the  victims  of  it  ? In  the  United  States 
this  practice  of  impressment  was  considered  as  hear- 
ing a strong  resemblance  of  the  slave  trade,  aggra- 
vated indeed  in  some  of  its  features,  as  the  negro 
was  purchased  already  bereft  of  his  liberty,  and  his 
slavery  and  exile  were  at  least  mitigated  by  bis  ex- 
emption from  danger,  by  the  interested  forbearance 
of  his  task  master,  and  the  consciousness  that  if  he 
could  no  longer  associate  with  those  who  were  dear 
to  him,  he  was  not  compelled  to  do  them  injury—, 
while  the  American  citizen  is  torn  without  price  at 
once  from  ail  the  blessings  of  freedom  and  all  tile  cha- 
rities of  social  life,  subjected  to  mil  it  la.Wj  exposed 
to  incessant  perils,  and  forced  at  times  to  hazard  his 
life  in  despoiling  or  destroying  his  kindred  or  his  coun- 
trymen. It  was  lii  at  ter  of  astonishment,  that  while 
Great  Britain  discovered  such  zeal  for  the  abolition 
of  tiie  trafic  in  the  barbarous  and  unbelieving  natives 
of  Africa,  as  to  endeavor  to  force  it  on  her  reluctant 
allies,  that  sb6  should  so  obstinately  adhere  to  tire 
practice  of  impressing  American  citizens,  whose  ci- 
vilization, religion,  and  blood,  so  obviously  demand- 
ed a more  favorable  distinction. 

I next  pointed  out  to  his  lordship  the  difference 
between  the  propositions  which  I now  submitted, 
and  those  contained  in  my  note  of  the  24  th  of  August. 
That  although  the  object  of  both  was  essentially  the 
same,  there  was  a great  diversity  in  the  manner  of 
obtaining  it.  The  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of 
impressment,  which  was  before  required  to  be  imme- 
diate and  to  constitute  a formal  preliminary  to  an 
armistice,  Was  now  deferred  to  commence  coietnpo- 
raneously  with  the  operation  of  the  law  of  the  United 
prohibiting 


tors  who  had  preceded  me  in  the  matter,  yet  I was  States  prohibiting  the  employment  of  British  sc^l- 
not  disposed  on  account  of  their  failure  to  shrink  I men,  and  was  consigned,  with  the  other  conditions, 
from  the  discharge  of  a duty  imposed  on  me  by  my  to  a separate  and  informal  arrangement.  In  tills  wav 


lposed 

government.  To  me  indeed  the  whole  question  ap- 
peared much  less  alarming  than  his  lordship  had  de- 
scribed it  to  be.  And  that  if  .Mr.  King  had  really 
been  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  near  complet  ion 
of  an  adjustment,  his  lordship  must,  on  an  attention 
to  the  -whole  correspondence  ut  the  time,  acquit  him 
from  the  imputation  of  any  excessive  want  of  pene- 
tration. 

As  to  the  supposed  ignorance  in  America  of  the 
revocation  of  the  orders  in  council,  at  the  time 


ngemeiii.  ui  tms  way 
it  was  no  doubt  intended  by  respecting  the  feelings 
of  the  British  government,  to  obviate  any  objection 
which  might  have  been  the  mere  suggestions  of  its 
pride. 

I finally  offered  in  order  to  answer  at  once  all  tlie 
observations  and  enquiries  of  lord  Castlereagh,  that 
the  proposed  understanding  should  be  expressed  in 
the  most  general  terms — that  the  laws  to  take  effect 
on  the  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  impressment 
should  prohibit  the  employment  of  the  native  sub- 


my  instructions  were  dated,  I observed,  that  if  jjects  cr  citizens  of  the  one  state,  excepting  such  on- 
lliis  ignorance  did’ in  fact  exist,  yet,  from  certain  ex-  ily  as  had  already  been  naturalized,  on  board  the 
pressions  in  those  instructions, aij  expectation  of  such  'private  and  public  ships  of  the  other**-thus  removing 
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spy  objection  that  might  have  been  raised  with  re- 
gard to  the  future  effect  of  naturalization  or  the  for- 
mal renunciation  of  any  pretended  right.  With  re- 
gard to  blockades,  I proposed  to  follow  the  same 
course,  and  only  agree  that  none  should  be  instituted 
by  either  party  which  were  not  conformable  to  the 
acknowledged  laws  of  nations — leaving  the  definition 
of  such  blockades  and  all  other  details,  to  be  settled 
by  the  commissioners  in  the  definitive  treaty. 

I was  disappointed  and  grieved  to  find  that  these 
propositions,  moderate  and  liberal  as  they  were, 
should  be  treated  in  a manner  which  forbid  me  to 
expect  their  acceptance.  I Was  even  asked  by  Mr.* 
Hamilton,  if  the  United  States  would  deliver  vp  the 
native  British  seamen  who  might  be  naturalized  in 
America  ? Although  shocked  at  this  demand,  I 
mildly  replied  that  such  a procedure  would  be  dis- 
graceful to  America  without  being  useful  to  Great 
Britain— rtliat.  the  habits  of  seamen  were  so  peculiarly 
unaccommodating  that  no  one  would  patiently  go 
through  the  long  probation,  required  by  law,  to  be- 
come the  citizen  of  a country  where  he  could  not 
pursue  his  professional  occupations — and  that  not  to 
employ  him  in  this  way  would  be  virtually  to  surren- 
der Him  to  Great  Britain. 

I was  disposed  to  believe,  however,  that  a reci- 
procal arrangement  might  be  made  for  giving  up 
deserters  from  public  vessels. 

Here,  perhaps,  I owe  an  apology  to  my  govern- 
ment, for  having,  without  its  precise  commands, 
hazarded  the  overture  above-mentioned,  relative  to 
British  subjects  who  may  hereafter  become  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  In  taking  this  step,  however, 
I persuaded  myself  that  I did  not  trespass  against 
the  spirit  of  the  instructions  which  I had  received  ; 
aijd  had  the  proposition  been  accepted,  I should  not 
have  been  without  all  hope  that  it  would  have  been 
approved  by  the  president,  as  its  prospective  opera- 
tion would  have  prevented  injustice,  and  its  recipro- 
city disgrace.  Should  I,  however,  urged  by  too 
great  a zeal  to  produce  an  accommodation,  have 
mistaken  herein  the  intentions  of  the  President,  I 
ft  ill  should  have  derived  some  consolation  from  re- 
flecting that  this  proposition,  thus  frankly  and  expli- 
citly made,  afforded  an  opportunity  of  satisfactorily 
testing'  the  disposition  of'  this  government  and  might 
be  useful  in  removing  much  misconception  and  er- 
ror. The  refusal  of  this  proposition  sufficiently  ex- 
plains the  view  with  which  I was  assailed  with  the 
ostentious  parade  of  the  abortive  negotiations  rela- 
tive to  impressment ; the  exaggeration  of  its  pre- 
tended difficulties  ; the  artificial  solemnity  given  to 


offensive,  but  merely  to  suggest  that  if  the  American 
government  sincerely  wigln-d  for  .1  restoration  of  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries, it  would, 
consider  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  counc.l  as 
fFbrding  a fair  occasion  for  the  attainment  of  that 
object.  After  a pause  of  a few  moments  he  added, 
that  if  the  U.  States  did  not  avail  themselves  of  hi* 
occasion,  not  only  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  which 
they  had  declared,  but  to  perform  the  conditions  on 
which  those  orders  were  revoked,  that  the  orders 
would,  of  course,  revive.  I co»ld  not  forbear-to  re- 
mind Ins  lordship,  that  when  I took  this  view  of  the 
subject,  in  mv  note  of  the  24th  of  August,  he  had 
found  it  to  be  incorrect ; but  I hoped  that,  now  1 was 
so  fortunate  as  to  agree  with  hint  on  this  point,  some 
provision  would  be  made,  in  case  tbe  terms  proposed 
for  an  armistice  should  be  accepted,  to  prevent  the 
revival  of  those  edicts.  His  lordship  attempted  to 
explain,  but  I could  not  distinctly  seize  his  meaning. 

The  conversation  ended  with  an  assurance  on  the 
part  of  his  lordship  that  he  would,  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible,  communicate  officially  to  me  the  de- 
cision of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  I took  my  leave,  for- 
bidden to  hope  that,  while  the  present  councils  ar.d 
the  present  opinion  of  the  American  people  prevail 
here,  this  decision  will  be  favorable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  With  great  consideration 
and  respect,  sir,  your  faithful  obedient  servant, 

JONA.  RUSSEL. 


Russia  and  Spain. 

\ Cadiz,  Septetnber  8,  1812. 

The  general  and  extraordinary  Cortes  have  ratifi- 
ed the  following  treaty  of  friendship,  union,  and  alli- 
ance between  Spain  and  Russia. 

His  catholic  majesty,  don  Ferdinand  the  VII.  king 
of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  being  animated  with  the 
same  sentiments,  and  desirous  to  re-establish  and 
consolidate  the  former  relations  and  good  corres- 
pondence that  existed  between  their  respective  mo- 
narchies ; with  tlvis  intention,  his  catholic  majesty, 
and  in  his  name  the  regency  of  Spain,  has  appointed 
don  Francisco  de  Bermudez,  and  his  majesty  the  em- 
peror of  all  the  Russians,  has  appointed  count  Nicho- 
las de  Rumanzoff,  his  counsellor  of  state,  &c.  and 
the  said  plenipotentiaries  having  exchanged  their 
respe«tive  powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  concluded 
the  following  articles. 

There  shall  not  only  be  a perfect  amity. 


Art.  1.  . _ 

but  likewise  a sincere  union  and  alliance  between  his 
its  character ; the  affected  sensibility  to  the  popular  | majesty  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  his  m.a- 


sentiment  concerning  it : and  the  fastidious  excep-t  jesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russians,  their  heirs  and 
lions  taken  to  my  powers,  and  proves  most  unequi-  successors,  and  between  their  subjects, 
vocally  the  predetermination  of  the  British  govern-  Art.  2.  The  two  high  contracting  parties,  in  con- 
ment  to  reject,  at  this  time,  every  overture  for  the  sequence  of  this  convention,  shall  draw  up  without 


discontinuance  of  this  degrading  practice 


delay  the  stipulation  of  this  alliance,  and  concert 


lly  desiring  to  suspend  the  existing!  those  measures  which  may  conduce  to  their  re ci pro- 
hostilities  between  the  two  stales  with  a reasonable ! cal  interests,  and  with  the  firm  intention  of  carrying 
prospect  of  finally  terminating  them  In  a manner  ho- ion  a vigorous  war  against  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
norable  to  both,  I perhaps  pressed  with  too  much  their  common  enemy ; and  do  hereby  promise  to  sin- 
earnestness  the  adoption  of  the  arrangement  which  I cerejv  co-operate  in  every  tiling  that  may  be  advan- 
was  instructed  to  propose ; for  lord  Casticreagh  once|  ta  geo  us  to  both  countries, 
observed,  somewhat  loftily,  that  if  the  American  go- 
vernment was  so  anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  war,  it 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  on  learning 
the  revocation  of  the  orders  ip  council.  I felt  con- 
strained on  tills  occasion  to  assure  his  lordship,  that 
the  anxiety  of  the  American  government  to  get  rid  of 
the  war  was  only  a proof  of  the  sincerity  with  which  it 
has  constantly  sought  to  avoid  it,  but  that  no  event 
had  occurred,  it  was  apprehended,  to  increase  this 
anxiety.  His  lordship,  correcting-  his  manner,  re- 
joined, that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  say  any  thing  ^ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at  St.  Petersburg 


igeo 

Art.  3.  His  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russians 
acknowledges  the  general  and  extraordinary  cortes, 
now  assembled  at  Cadiz,  as  the  only  legitimate  one 
of  Spain  and  likewise  the  constitution  which  they 
have  decreed  and  sanctioned. 

Art.  4.  The  relations  of  commerce  shall  be  hereby 
established,  ami  the  two  high  contracting  parties 
shall  give  to  it  all  the  extension  and  favor  which  the 


mall  give  to  it  all  me  extension  auu  luvui  wa 
advantage  of  both  countries  may  require. 

Art.  5.  The  present  treaty  shall  he  ratified, i 


and  the 
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in  three  months  from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  pos-  grievances  which  we  respectfully  hope  will  meet  a 


sible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  tire  underwritten  plenipo- 
tentiaries, by  virtue  of  our  respective  powers,  have  ^ w 

signed  this  present  treaty,  and  have  hereunto  affixed  “That  all  captures  and  prizes  of  vessels  and  proper 
our  seals.  ty  shall  l>e  forfeited,  and  shall  accrue  to  tlie  owners 


speedy  and  complete  redress. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  “ act  concerning  letters 
of  marque,  prizes  and  prize  goods,”  it  is  provided — 


Done  at  Veliky  Louskv,  the  20th  o/ July,  1812, 
(Signed)  Francisco  de  Zen  Hermvdtz. 

Count  Nicholas  de  Jiomanzojf. 


Frivateeririo; 


officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  by  whom  such  cap- 
tures and  prizes  shall  be  made,  and  on  due  condem- 
nation had,  shall  he  distributed  according  to  any 
written  agreement  which  shall  be  written  between 
them  ; and  if  there  be  no  such  agreement,  then  one 
moity  to  the  owners,  the  oilier  to  the  officers  and 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Tie  present  a-  j crew,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  according  to  the  rules 
fives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  prescribed  for  the  distribution  of  prize  money,  by 
assembled : — " the  act  entitled  “an  act  for  the  better  government  of 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  owners  of  and  | the  navy  of  the  United  States.”  To  this  section  no 
agents  for  twenty -four  private  armed  vessels  fitted  other  construction  can,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memo- 
out  of  the  port  of  *New-York>  and  other  citizens  of  rialists,  reasonably  be  given,  than  that  the  capture, 
the  city  of  New- York,  respectfully  siikwetu  : — That  when  ascertained  to  be  a lawful  prize,  is  to  be  at  the 
your  memorialists,  convinced  that  the  successful  is- 1 disposal  of  the  captors,  to  be,  by  them,  distributed 
sue  of  the  present  war  against  Great  Britain,  mate-  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
riallv  depends  upon  the  effectual  annoyance  of  the  The  object  of  the  interference  of  tin*,  court  of  ad- 
enemy,  have,  many  of  them,  engaged  in  the  equip-  jmiralty  is  simply  to  enquire  into  the  character  of  the 
meat  of  private  armed  vessels.  Tlie  extent  to  which  prize,  which,  if  enemy’s  property  when  captured, 
such  enterprizesmay  be  carried,  to  the  injury  of  the  { “accrues”  and  is  “forfeited,”  by  the  taking,  to  the 
foe,  is  incalculable ; for  no  bounds  can  be  prescribed  (captors,  whose  property  tit  ere  in  is  affirmed,  not  ac- 
to  the  hardihood  and  daring  of  American  seamen.  1 quire d,  by  the  act  of  condemnation.  This  property 
The  great  advantages  of -this  cheap  and  effectual!  is,  in.  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  the  undoubt- 
mode  of  warfare  peculiarly  entitle  it,  in  the  opinion  led  right  of  the  owner,  dl  rived  from  all  moral  and 
of  your  memorialists,  to  the  serious  regard  and  fos-j political  rulers  of  law  and  justice,  to  dispose  of  as 
tcring  care  of  congress ; the  effect  of  promoting  or ! lie  deems  proper ; a right  not  be  divested,  but  by  de- 
discouraging it,  will  be  felt,  not  only  by  those  im-  iinquency  or  crime. 


mediately  concerned,  but  throughout  every  depart- 
ment and  member  of  the  war. 

To  the  bold  and  successful  efforts  of  our  private 
armed  vessels,  we  may  attribute,  in  a great  degree, 
a growing  confidence  in  every  class  of  citizens  in  our 
ability  to  contend,  at  least  on  equal  terms,  with  the 
Self-sly  led  mistress  of  the  ocean. 

The  examples  of  heroism  in  our  seamen  in  the  east, 
cannot  fail  to  inspire  with  a corresponding  ardor  our 
soldiers  of  the  north  and  west  producing  a rivalship 
or  patriotism  and  courage,  ensuring  a war  of  glory, 
terminating  in  an  honorable  and  lasting  peace. 

The  spirit  with  which  our  maritime  citizens  have 
engaged  in  such  adventures,  and  which,  if  properl} 
excited  and  encouraged,  would  prove  so  destructive 
to  the  enemy,  is  in  danger  of  being  extinguished, 
unless  congress  interpose,  immediately  and  effectu- 
ally, for  its  preservation. 

For  this  object,  a diminution  of  the  high  duties  im- 


ln  the  district  of  New- York,  of  which  your  memo- 
rialises are  inhabitants,  the  court  of  admiralty  has 
decided,  that  prizes  when  condemned  shall  in  every 
instance,  be  sold  bv  the  marshal,  and  the  proceeds 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to 
be  by  him  distributed. 

Whilst  your  memorialists  submit  with  respect  to 
the  authority  whence  this  decision  emanates,  they 
must  complain  of  the  hardships  of  its  consequence 
from  which  thev  respectfully  hope  congress  will  see 
the  necessity  of  affording  immediate  relief. 

It  is  manifest  that  sales  by  the  marshal  must,  in 
almost  every  instance,  be  conducted  hastily,  ami 
without  regard  to  the  value  of  the  property,  which 
will  often  he  sold  at  times  and  places  unfavorable  to 
the  sale  of  the  commodity.  The  owners  will  thus 
be  enforced  and  passive  spectators  of  the  total  sacri- 
fice of  valuable  property,  which  in  their  own  hands 
would  yield  a certain  profit,  were  they  permitted  to 
dispose  of  it  at  such  times  and  places,  on  such  terms 

vs  are  accommo- 


posed  on  prize  goods  is  indispensable.  The  captur  _...i i... 

ed  property,  loaded  with  these  duties,  in  addition  J of  credit,  and  in  such  quantities 
to  the  charges  attending  its  condemnation  and  sale  J dated  to  the  demand, 
produces,  even  at  this  early  period,  and  under  the  By  this  proceeding,  not  only  are  the  captors  de- 
rnqst  favorable  circumstances,  nett  profits  utterly  in-  prived  of  the  common  right  of  managing  their  own 
ac. equate  to  the  risk  and  danger  of  such  enterprizes,  I concerns  in  their  own  wav,  but  when  their  property 
and  in  some  instances  is  attended  with  an  absolute  [is  sacrificed  at  anv  — 'll  ~ ~~  1 * 1 — 


price,  the  proceeds  are  loaded 


loss  to  thq  captors.  The  cases  in  which  profit  is  ob-j  with  commissions  of  officers  for  making  that  very 
tamed,  must  daily  lessen  as  adventures  increase,  un- 1 sacrifice.  Of  these  commissions  the  marshal  re- 
if  ff  * * ^of  sdnuitage  being  precluded,  a .stop  jCeives  1 1-4  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  of  sales, 

duties,  and  the  humane  fund, 
of  disabled  seamen  and 
utes  tax  upon  tax.  This 


i which  includes  the 


will  effectually  be  put  to  further  attempts.  | | 

\ our  memorialists  believe,  that  as  a means  of  re-  established  for  the  support 
venue,  it  will  eventually  prove  its  Own  destruction  : 'their  families,  and  constitute  «.«*,».  v«^.  * 

lor  though  large  sums  may,  at  present,  be  obtained  gross  amount  so  stripped  of  one  and  a quarter  per 
lorn  it,  by  diminishing  the  expectation  of  profit,  it  cent,  then  passes  into  the  hands  of  theelcrk,  where 
will  soon,  not  only  prevent  the  increase  of  private  it  again  suffers  a diminution  of  one  and  a quarter 
armed  vessels,  but  drive  them  from  the  ocean  as  a [per  cent,  for  receiving  and  paying  over.  After  thes° 
hopeless  speculation  or  certain  loss.  A reduction  of  * ’ " “ v*  ■ 

the  duties,  by  encouraging  additional  adventurers, 
would  soon  more  than  indemnify  the  treasury  for  anv 
* temporary  loss  it  might  sustain,  in  the  increased 
number  of  subjects  of  duty  winch  it  would  produce. 

In  addition  tojtlie  burden  of  the  high  duties  above  r , „ w „ 

complained  of,  these  enterprizes  are  subject  to  other  and  unnerving  the  arm  of  private  enterprize 


deductions,  the  payment  of  the  duties,  the  costs  of 
condemnation,  together  with  the  extra  ministerial 
and  indispensable  charges  of  the  two  per  cent,  inva- 
lid fund,  agency,  wharfage,  &c.  the  owners,  offi- 
cers and  crew  are  presented  with  a lean  account  of 
profit,  if  not  of  absolute  loss,  chilling  to  the  hopes 
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Your  memorialists  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  .right of  which,  we  understand^  200,000  dollarsfiavf 


enlarge  on  tlie  utter  impossibility  of  aiding  the  coup 
try  by  a continuance  of  services,  burdened 
such  grievous  impositions.  To  congress  they  conti  - 
dently  look  for  legal  provisions,  that  may  secure  to 
owners  of  private  armed  vessels  an  adequate  return 
for  their  expense  and  risk,  to  the  brave  officers  and 
crews  the  reward  of  their  gallant  services,  and  to 
their  widows  and  orphans  the  humane  fund,  esta- 
blished by  law,  unimpaired  by  official  exactions. 

Your  memorialists  would  suggest  the  expediency 
<if  shortening  the  time  fur  effecting  the  condemna- 
tion of  prizes ■;  and  of  limiting  the  ordinary  fees  of 
pfficers  of  the  prize  courts  to  a certain  sum , as  was 
formerly  done  in'  this  country,  when  colonies  of  Great 
Britain. 

Your  memorialists,  whilst  they  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  congress  to  the  aforegoing  evils,  would  re- 
spectfully further  suggest  the  propriety  and  impor- 
tance of  granting  to  tlie  owners,  officers  and  crews  of 
private  armed  vessels,  a bounty  for  tlie  destruction 
of  enemy’s  property.  It  will  oft  en  be  expedient  to 
destroy  vessels  and  goods  captured  to  prevent  almost 
certain  recapture.  This,  whilst  it  promotes  tlie  ob- 
ject of  the  war,  in  distressing  tlie  enemy,  produces 
no  benefit  to  the  captors.  A bounty  proportioned 
to  the  tonnage  of  the  vessels  destroyed,  would 
prompt  to  much  activity  and  vigilance,  and  ensure 
the  loss  of  much  valuable  property  to  tlie  enemy,  in 
situations  whence  it  could  not  safely  be  carried  into 
port,  or  not  without  tlie  deduction  of  a force  dis- 
obliging the  captors  for  other  operations  of  equal  or 
greater  importance 

To  redress  the  evils  above  complained  of,  and  to 
.encourage  and  promote  a system’ of  maritime  war- 


n refused)  we  have  to  add  that  of  a citizen  oJ 
with  | the  state  of  New- York,  who  in  a common  but  hither- 
to unnoticed  vegetable,  has  discovered  a substitute 
for  fax  and  hemp,  greatly  superior  to  either,  and 
which  multiplies  itself  sfl  abundantly  as  to  yield 
from  500  to  1000  from  roots  and  seeds  per  annum. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Montpelier,  Vermont,  the  inge- 
nious inventor  of  the  patent  machine  for  spinning 
hemp  and  flax,  has  made  trial  of  it,  and  Says  it  will 
work  better  than  either  of  those  articles. 

Dr.  Eddy,  the  lecturer  on  Botany,  gives  it  as  his 
opinion,  that,  “ owing  to  the  brflboresS  or  tuberous 
form  of  its  root,  even  should  tlie  old  root  die,  the 
plant  will  be  continued  by  suckers  or  shoots  from 
the  parent  root ; that  it  may  be  cultivated  in  good 
upland  as  well  as  in  its  natural  soil,  which  is  low 
and  moist  ; that  it  will  bear  from  15  to  20  stems  on. 
one  root,  which  grow  in  a circle  of  not  more  than  6 
inches  diameter,  and  arise 
to  6 feet  without  branches.* 


In  honor  of  tlie  discoverer,  Mr.  Ohas.  Whitlow,  it 
has  received  the  classical  name  of  Urlica  IT  hit  loud. 

A committee  of  the  corporation,  to  whom  Mr. 
Whitlow’s  memorial  on  this  subject  was  referred, 
have  made  the  following  report  thereon  : 

“ The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Charles  W hitlow,  on  the  subject  of  a newly 
discovered  plant  as  a substitute  for  hemp  and  flax, 
respectfu  1 ly  report, 

“That  lately  they  have  had  several  interviews* and 
conferences  with  the  memorialist,  at  which  he  has 
exhibited  specimens  of  bis  newly  discovered  plant  in 
its  various  stages,  from  the  nettle  in  its  natural  state, 
including  the  flax  and  tow,  to  a fine  spun  thread  ; 


litre  so  beneficial  to  the  country  and  so  mischievous  I tfiat  from  the  accompanying  certificates  and  docu- 
ments published  in  the  Baltimore  Medical  and  Phi- 
losophical Lyceum,  it  appears,  that  it  is  a hardy  per  ) 
renial,  and  believed  to  be  a species  not  hitherto  dis- 
covered by  any  botanist.  It  further  appears,  from 
a certificate  signed  by  a number  of  manufacturers,  ot 
flax  and  hemp,  linen  and  cotton,  that  they  had  exa- 
mined tlie  plant  above  described  in  its  different 
stages  of  flax,  tow  and  thread  ; and  were  unanimous- 
ly of  opinion  that  it  is  far  superior  to  any  flax  or 
hemp  they  had  ever  seen,  as  well  in  the  quantity  it 
produces  from  a single  stem,  as  its  superior  strength, 
beauty  and  fineness  of  texture.  That  from  tlie  ex- 
periments made  by  them  they  were  further  of  opini- 
on, that  it  will  produce  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
per  cent,  more  from  the  heckle  than  any  flax  or  hemp 
known  to  them  ; and  that  they  are  fully  persuaded 
it  will  become  a great  benefit  to  any  country  thift 
will  encourage  its  cultivation* 

From  these,  and  Various  other  documents  exhibit- 
ed to  your  committee,  as  well  as  from  their  own 
view  and  observation,  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  discovery  of  the  'Urtica  Whitlo-xi  (the  name 
by  which  the  plant  is  distinguished)  is  of  the  high- 
est importance- — and,  as  far  as  they  are  competent  to 
judge,  the  plant  will  be  found  a valuable  substitute 
for  hemp  and  flax,  and  its  cultivation  and  manufac- 
ture will  be  highly  beneficial  to  every  country  which 
will  afford  it  patronage  and  encouragement. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

[Signed]  'NICHOLAS  FISH, 

P,  H.  WENDOVER, 

W.  A.  HARDENBROOK. 

jYot.  9, 1812. 

The  discoverer  has  obtained  a patent  right— and 
will  sell  rights  to  cultivate  and  manufacture  the 
product  of  fifty  acres  for  14  years,  for  300  dollars, 
and  will  furnish.  4000  seeds  gratis,  and  as  many  more 
as  may  be  wanted,  at  reasonable  charge,  by  applying 


to  the  enemy,  your  memorialists  would  earnestly 
recommend  that  provision  be  made  by  law  : 

For  reducing'  the  duties’  on  prizes  ; 

For  delivering  the  prize  property  on  condemna- 
tion, to  the  captors,  to  be  by  them  disposed  of, 
;i»d  distributed  ; 

For  shortening  the  time  necessary  to  procure  con- 
demnation ; 

For  limiting  the  fees  of  the  officers  of  the  prize 
courts  to  a certain  sum  ; and 

For  authorising’  prize  owners  or  their  agents  to  or- 
der prizes  arrived  in  one  port  to  any  other  port, 
at  their  discretion,  at  any  time  before  the  actual 
libelling  of  such  prizes. 

Your  memorialists  are  convinced,  that  such  legal 
provisions,  aiding  and  encouraging  the  patriotic  spi- 
rit of  our  citizens,  will  soon  cover  the  ocean,  with  an 
active  hostile  armament,  which  no  vigilance  can 
elude,  and  from  which,  no  force,  however  great,  can 
effectually  protect.” 

( Clgned<  by  Thomas  Farmer  and  others.  J 


Important  Discovery. 

The  restless'  and  inquisitive  genius  of  our  country- 
men, if  it  has  sometimes  subjected  us  to  ridicule, 
has  assuredly  contributed  our  full  proportion  to 
the  stock  of  general  information  ; indeed,  some  of 
the.  most  ingenious  and  important  discoveries  were 
reserved  for  the  persevering  curiosity  and  scientific 
research  of  the  American  people.  Of  the  “per- 
petual motion”  alluded  to,  we  wait  further  infor- 
mation ; but  the  discovery  described  below  ap- 
pears so  completely  sustained  by  experience,  as 
io  justify  us  in  recording  it.  It  is  copied  from  a 
New-YorJc 


paper. 

To  the  discovery  of  the  perpetual  motion,  recent-  _ , _ 

ly  made  by  a citizen  of  IV.pisylvania  (for  the  patent!  to  Charles  Whitlow#  27)  Maidenlane,  Mr.  J.  Eclgur, 
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merchant,  Charleston  ; Mr.  David  Landriff,  nursery- 
man, Philadelphia,  or  the  office  of  the  Mercantile 
Advertiser. 


Domestic  Manufactures. 

“the  flesh-pots  of  ertpt.” 

Moses,  the  great  lawgiver  of  the  chosen  people  of  j 
God — wonderfully  called  to  lead  the  Israelites  from 
the  oppressions  of  Pharoah  to  political  freedom,  and 
a land  of  their  Own,  rich  and  luxuriant,  “overflow- 
ing with  milk  and  honey/*  to  be  possessed  by  them 
and  their  children — and  giving  evidence  of  his  Divine 
authority  by  many  miracles  wrought  for  their  imme- 
diate preservation,  was  incessantly  vexed  by  the  re- 
bellions of  those  he  was  commanded  to  preserve,  un- 
til the  smell  of  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt  had  completely 
escaped  their  nostrils.  For  the  mind  of  man  was  then, 
as  it  is  now — liable  to  the  influence  of  uneasy  spirits , 
that  seek  momentary  and  individual  gratification, 
though  it  might  deprive  them  of  permanent  blessings 
and  national  happiness. 


The  progress  of  manufactures  is  astonishing.  Tb6 
world  has  no  parallel  for  the  population  of  the  United 
States,  nor  can  it  furnish  any  for  the  increase  of  our 
fabrications.  Every  time  that  the  many,  many  thou- 
sand spindles,  now  in  motion,  go  round,  this  hanker- 
ing for  the  “flesh-pots”  is  diminished,  for  it  increases 
the  treasure  at  home,  and  keeps  the  heart  from  wan- 
dering. To  see  the  present  state  of  our  manufacto- 
ries and  compare  them  with  the  situation  of  there  es- 
tablishments only  four  years  ago,  would  make  a man 
suppose  some  mighty  genii  had  been  at  work,  if  we 
could  not  account  for  it  in  a natural  way ; to  be  found, 
originally,  in  the  outrages  of  Europe,  and  confirmed 
by  the  happy  experience  that  we  can  conduct  them  as 
cheap  and  as  well  as  any  other  people.  Let  the  pre- 
sent double  duties  on  dry  goods  he  continued  three 
years,  and  there  will  be  a dreary  wilderness  between 
"the  great  body  of  our  citizens  and  the  Egypt  we 
fear.  Its  passes  Will  be  guarded  by  interest,  and  all 
will  watch  for  spies  from  the  enemy’s  camp,  to  seize 
and  expose  and  render  abortive  all  his  designs  of  re- 
ducing us  again,  to  bondage,  compellir*g  “ns  to  make 
bricks  without  straw” — as  we  have  been  compelled  to 


The  “flesh-pots”  that  give  trouble  to  tire  rulers  ofj  purchase  British  goods  while  denied  that  commerce 
the  United  States  are  British  goods  ; by  the  sale  of  that  best  enabled  us  to  pay  for  them. 


which  manv,  of  great  influence  in  society,  make  their 
living — “\fhere  the  treasure  is  the  heart  icill  be  also ” — 
&nd  to  the  trading  man,  in  general,  the  denunciation 
of  Burke  applies  with  great  truth  and  energy- — “His 
counting  house  is  his  temple  ; his  desk  his  altar  ; 
his  ledger  his  bible,  and  money  his  god.”  As  a Case 
in  point,  a vender  of  British  manufactures,  a few 
days  ago,  was  much  offended  with  me  in  questioning 
his  patriotism,  for  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the 
surrender  by  general  Hull,  as  hoping  it  might  tend  to 
a peace  with  Great  Britain,  because  he  obtained 
BUS  LIVING  BY  SELLING  HLIt  GOODS. 

By  the  blessings  of  Providence,  not  so  visible  to 
the  natural  eye  as  the  miracles  wrought  for  the  deli- 
verance 6f  Israel,  but  as  powerful  in  their  effect 
And  leading  gradually  to  the  same  object,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  conducted  from  this  sensu- 
al gratification — this  longing  for  a British  connex  ion, 
by  the  establishment  of  numerous  manufactories  for 
the  supply  of  their  own  wants.  Ancient  ties  ami 
long  accustomed  habits,  however  hurtful  they  may- 
be, cannot  be  dissolved,  in  a monhent,  without  da- 
mage. If  the  habitual  drunkard,  by  a sudden  virtu- 
ous resolution,  altogether  refrains,  from  bis  usual  po- 
tions, violent  convulsions  or  excessive  debility  en- 
sues. He  must  be  weaned  by  degrees  from  the  way 
that  leads  to  the  valley  of  death.  Our  people  have 
been  driink  with  foreign  trade — it  is  true  they  Were 
exhilarated  by  it,  and  felt  strength  from  it — but  the 
issue  is,  that  the  public  mind  is  debased,  and  too 
ready  to  submit  to  any  indignity  or  insult  to  obtain  a 
little  more  of  the  same  intoxicating  material.  As 
good  exercise,  and  now  and  then  a cheerful  glass,  is 
tlie  best  for  the  health  of  the  body  corporeal,  so  i3 
the  application  of  oUr  native  resources,  with  foreign 
trade  for  oitr  superfluities,  the  only  means  of  pre- 
serving the  body. politic,  from  the  servility  of  Holland 
and, tile  oppression  of  the  modern  Carthage. 

It  is  by  no  means  our  wish  to  hurry  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactories.  .Moses  did  not  immediately 
le^d  the  children  of  Israel  to  the  promised  land.  He 
might  have  travelled  tlierc  in  a few  days,  but  he  so- 
journed 40  years  in  the  wilderness — for  he  knew. that 
the  people  were  not  prepared  for  the  change  of  life 
that  awaited  them.  They  were  almost  insensibly  led 
to  an  Understanding*  of  their  own  slrength  ; and, 
When  the  day  of  battle  came,  their  enemy  was  defeat- 
ed. With  bow  much  force  do  these  Facts  apply  to 
tlie  statfe  ci  our  ct/tinJ-rv  ? j 


The  Slave  Trade. 

In  answer  to  some  general  enquiries,  as  it  comes 
completely  within  the  plan  of  this  work,  we  hare 
collected  and  Arranged  the  following  items  and  facts, 
for  reference,  relative  to  the  slave  trade. 

The  slave  trade  between  Europe  and  Africa  was 
first  made  a regular  traffic,  as  at.  presnnt  continued, 
by  the  Portuguese,  in  1482.  That  nat  ion,  therefore, 
has  precedence  of  all  the  modern  European  powers  in 
this  species  of  commerce.  England  commenced  it. 
in  1550,  art d France,  Holland,  Denmark,  &c.  about 
the  same  time.  Slaves  were  first  sent  to  South  Ame- 
rica in  1550 ; to  the  North  American  continent  in 
1620.  In  1768,  the  following  were  the  chief  traders 
to  western  Africa : 

Great  Britain  purchased  that  year  53,100 

France 2d, 500 

Holland 11,300 

Portugal 8,700 

.America  . . . . . 6,300 

Denmark  1,200 


Total  purchased,  as  above,  in  1768  104,000 

valued  at  154;  sterling  each,  in  Africa.  The  price 
has  much  advanced  since  then.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
these  slaves  were  sent  to  the  American  colonies. 

In  1788  the  slaves  in  the  then  British  islands  in  the 
West-Indies  were  estimated  at  430,000 ; an  aggregate 
much  under  the  real  amount.  The  following  ap- 
pears to  be,  nearly,  the  present  number  in  these 
islands;  the  amount,  however,  is  rapidly  declining : 
the  British  government  having  forbidden  the  trade ; 
and  the  war  with  the  continent  so  much  interferes 
with  the  sale  of  colonial  produce,  as  to  make  it  too 
small  an  object  to  violate  the  humane  regulation,  ex- 
tensively, at  present. 

British  Islands — Jamaica,  200,000  ; Barbadoes, 
60,000 ; Antigua,  35,000 ; Grenada  and  adjacent  is- 
lands, 30,000  ; St.  Christopher’s,  36,000  ; St.  Vin- 
cents, 11,853 ; Dominica,  12,000  ; Anguilla,  Tortola 
and  adjacent  islands,  15,000  ; Nevis,  10,000  ; Mor.t- 
serat,  10,000  ; the  Bahamas,  5,000;  the  Bermudas, 

5.000  ; Martittico,*  60,000 ; Guadaloupe,*  50,000  ; 
St.  Lucia,*  10,000  ; Tobago,*  10,000  ; Marigalunte,* 

6.000  ; St.  Martins,*  10,000 ; St.  Eustatius,*  10,000  ; 
Curracoa,*  15,000;  Trinidad,*  10,000;  St.  Croix,* 

* New  possessions  of  the  British. 
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30,000  ,*  the  other  lesser  islands  may  contain,  in  all, 
30  or  40,000  more. 

Spanish  Inland# — Cuba,  108,000  ; Porto  Rico,  8,000 
— Margaret  t a,  3,000. 

'Danish  Island. — St.  Thomas,  5,000. 

Swedish  Island. — St.  Bartholomews,  10,000. 

British  continental  possessions  in  South  America. — 
Surrinam*  43,Q00  ; Demarara  and  Essequibo*  40,000; 
Cayenne*  25,000. 

St.  Domingo,  Hispaniola  or  Ifayti. — French  part, 
before  the  revolution,  600,000  ; Spanish  part,  15,000. 

Portuguese  America. — Brazil,  600,000.  Foitv  thou- 
sand slaves  per  annum  have  been  imported  into  Bra- 
zil to  supply  the  waste,  and  keep  pace  with  the  de- 
mand. 

Spanish  America. — We  have  no  document  at  hand 
that  gives  the  probable  number  of  [black]  slaves  hi 
“Spanish  America  ;”  but  they  are  not  numerous,  arid 
at  the  utmost  extent  cannot,  it  is  believed,  exceed 
200,000,  in  the  whose. 

RKCAPITTTLATJOV. 

“British  America” — entire , about  . 830,000 

“Spanish  America”  ....  310,000 

“Portuguese  America”  . . . 600,000 

Danish  island — St.  Thomas’  .'  . 5,000 

Swedish  do.  — St.  Bartholomew’s  . 10,000 


The  German  mile  i&  rqtber  more  than  four  miles 
English — the  [Austrian]  Florin  is  equal  to  fifty 
cents. 


II.  States  of  America  (census  of  1810)  1,191,364 

A mighty  total  of  . . . 2,955,364 

To  which  add  for  the/m?  people  of  color — 

In  the  United  States  . . . 186,441 

In  I [:,yti — supposing  it  to  be  half  as 

populous  as  formerly  . . . 300,000 

-in  the  British  possessions  . . . 100,000 

In  the  Spanish  dominions,  at  least  . 300,000 
In  other  places 20,000 


Grand  total  of  the  African  race  in  A/ner.  3,861,810  . 

(£/*  The  reader  will  please  to  observe,  that  in  ma- 
ny cases  the  number  is  only  supposed.  But  the  amounts 
have  not  been  put  down  without  some  probability, 
built  upon  a calculation  of  the  produce  of  the  islands 
he.  compared  with  other  places  whose  number  of 
slaves  were  given  us  “by  authority.” 

The  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States, 
►was  forbidden  by  law  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1810 — the  earliest  period  that  such  a provision  coiiicl 
be  constitutionally  made.  The  present  trade  to  Afri- 
ca is  chiefly  carried  on  in  Spanish  and  Swedish  bot- 
toms. 


The  Treaty  of  Limevilie 

between  the  emperor  of  Germany,  “in  behalf  of  the 
whole  Germanic  body”  and  the  French  Republic, 
was  signed  on  the  9th  of  February,  1801 — when  the 
ffttlowmg  cessions  were  made  to  the  latter.  We 
copy  it  from  a Hamburg  paper  printed  shortly  after. 

Genhan  sq.  Inhabit-  Revenue. 
Austria,  lost,  including  the  'Mila-  rules.  Cunts.  Jlorins. 

nese,  Madi  na,  Tuscany,  he.  . 1,060  1-2  3,629,455  9,314,135 

The  prince's  on  the  left  hank  of 
’ the  Rhine,  31  in  number  . . 

The  43  counts  who  had  possessi- 
ons on  the  left  bank  . . . 

The  Aliha yes  and  diopters  which 
had  separate  domains  . . . 

The  Equestrian  order  .... 

The  Chapter  of  Cologne  . . . 

The  imperial  cities,  sin  number 
Holland,  including  her  ancient 
Relyie  possessions!*  .... 

The  imperial  chamber  of  Wezlaar 


885 

1,960,575 

14,163,134 

75 

182,630 

1,391,922, 

42  1-2 

100,500 

1,254,500 

20  1-2 

52,000 

409,300 

1 

2,500 

16,800 

4 

99,000 

512,000 

80 

213,000 

130O,0OQ 

21,600 


2,168  1-2  6, 253,660  28,362,481 


* Now  possessions  of  the  British. 

\ We  suppose  these  tracts  of  country,  said  to  have 
belonged  to  “ Holland,”  more  properly  speaking  to 


of  ggj#** 

MILITARY. 

General  Harrison  was  at  Franklinton  on  the  24th 
ult. 

A detachment  from  col.  M'Comb’s  regiment  of  vo- 
lunteer artillery,  consisting*  of  500  effective  men, 
marched  through  Albany  on  the  8th  inst.  on  their 
way  to  Sackett’s  Harbor. 

A second  U.  S.  volunteer  company  has  been  orga- 
nized in  Connecticut. 

John  Williams,  a private  of  the  6th  regiment,  has 
been  shot  at  Plattsburg,  agreeable  to  the  sentence  of 
a court  martial,  for  desertion. 

Travelling  amusement.— The  following  is  mention- 
ed as  a fact,  in  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  Buffalo, 
to  another  in  thifif  town  : 

A Dr.  Barton,  of  Philadelphia,  travelling  through 
that  country  for  amusement,  arrived  at  Lewistown 
at  9 o’clock  the  night  before  the  battle  of  Queens- 
town, volunteered  his  services,  and  fought  in  the 
ranks  till  captured.  The  butt  of  his  musket  was  shot 
ofli  Major  Mullany,  it  is  said*  speaks  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  his  deliberate  bravery  in  th embattle.  lie 
was  paroled,  and  left  at  liberty  to  proceed  on  his  di- 
verting tour.  f Harrisburgh  pap. 

All  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  at  the  date  of 
our  latest  accounts  from  them,  are  believed  to  be . 
most  amply  supplied  with  all  the  necessaries  and 
conveniences  incident  to  their  situation  ; to  effect 
which  the  most  liberal  and  patriotic  exertions  have 
been  made. 

It  is  reported  that  gen.  Hopkins, with  2000  mount- 
ed volunteers,  lias  returned  to  Vincennes  afier  a 
fruitless  excursion  in  hunt  of  the  savages — having 
seen  only  three  on  his  route.  lie  was  about  to  start 
for  the  Prophet’s  settlements  on  the  Wabash,  with 
his  men  dismounted.  So  says  the  report. 

Every  movement  on  the  lines  indicates  the  approach 
of  interesting*  events.  Gen.  Bloomfield,  with  8000 
men,  has  moved  from  Plattsburgh  to  Champlain,  the 
frontier  village,  where  we  expect  general  Dearborn 
also.  General  Smyth,  from  Buffalo,  he.  was  evident- 
ly preparing  for  immediate  operations  ag'ainst  Erie, 
Queenstown  and  Fort  George — and  die  army  affairs 
in  the  north-west,  having  obtained  the  needful  sup- 
plies, so  much  deranged  by  the  ■‘wonderful  surrender 
at  Detroit,  is  prepared,  to  retrieve  the  honor  of  the 
United  States,  and  exact  a terrible  retribution  of  the 
allies.  From  all  these  appearances,  with  the  prospect 
of  news  from  our  tars  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  lakes, 
we  anticipate  that  our  next  number  will  contain 
more  important  details,  than  it  has  yet  fallen  to  our 
lot  to  record  in  a single  paper. 

It  is  said  that  the  legislature  of  Vermont  has  pass- 
ed a law  for  raising  seven,  regiments-  of  Volunteers— 
each  soldier  to  receive  <S30  bounty,  and  have  his  wa- 
ges made  up  to  s^lO  per  mouth. 

Aaron  Ogden,  esq.  governor  of  New-Jersey,  in  con- 
sequence of  a particular  communication  from  the  ge- 
neral commanding  at  New -York,  &c.  has  ordered, 
that  all  the  uniform  companies  in  that  state,  whether 
of  cavalry,  artillery,  light  infantry  or  riflemen,  do 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  24  hour’s 
notice,  fully  equipped  with  four  days  provisions,  rea- 
dy cooked. 

have  been  the  ancient  states  of  the  Prince  of  Orange 
JVussan,  late  Stacitholder  ; field  in  the  same  manner 
that  Hanover  was  retained  by  the  family  of  the 
( Cuelphs , sovereigns  of  England.  Jdd.  JRyg. 
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Copt!  of  a letter  from  major-general  Van  ltensselear, 

of  the  militia  of  New-York,  to  brigadier-general 

Smyth,  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Buff  aloe,  24th  Oct.  1812. 

Siii — Having  this  day  resigned  to  you  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  and  being 
now'  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  for  Albany,  I con- 
ceive it  to  be  a duty  i owe  to  myself,  to  merit,  and. 
to  the  service,  to  recommend  to  your  particular 
notice  and  favor,  and  through  you,  sir,  to  major-ge- 
neral Dearborn,  the  following  brave  officers  who  dis- 
tinguished therttselves  in  the  first  detachment  of 
troops  who  were  engaged  in  storming  the  redoubt 
upon  the  heights  of  Queenstown,  on  the  13th  iost. 
Captains  W ool  and  Ogilvie;  lieutenants  Kearney, 
Carr,  Ifuginin,  and  Sammons,  of  the  13th  infantry; 
lieutenant  Randolph  of  the  lig+it  artillery',  who  vo- 
lunteered his  services  and  commanded  the  van- 
guard ; lieutenants  Rathbone  and  Gansevoort  of  the 
artillery. 

And  if,  sir,  through  want  of  particular  informa- 
tion, I may  have  omitted  any  who  are  known  to 
have  distinguished  themselves,  upon  that  occasion, 
I beg  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  insert  their 
names,  in  such  manner  as  to  do  justice  to  their 
merit-  I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  RENSSjELEAR. 

j Brig.  gen.  Smyth , of  the  U.  S.  forces. 

Quebec,  Oct.  25. — We  understand,  and  with  plea- 
sure we  announce  it  to  the  public,  that  one  of  the 
government  store  ships,  lately  arrived,  brought 
10,000  stand  of  arms. 

The  prisoners  taken  at  Detroit  and  brought  down 
to  Quebec,  are  on  the  point  of  embarking  for  Boston 
for  the  purpose  of  being  exchanged. 

Five  cannon  are  now  lying  at  Cliateau  court  taken 
at  Detroit. 

Arrived  ship  William,  Goodman,  75  days  from 
Portsmouth,  cargo  government  stores.  Passengers, 
214  officers  and  privates  of  the  Royals  and  103d 
■regiment. 

< Ship  Lady  Shore,  W atson,  75  days  from  Ports- 
mouth, cargo  government  stores.  Passenger,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  hospital  staff. 

Brig  Magdalen,  Leister,  75  days  from  Portsmouth. 
Passengers,  53  officers  and  privates  of  the  artillery, 
8th  and  49th  regiments. 

NAVAL. 

From  the  28th  of  July  to  the  27th  October,  only 
sixteen  sail  of  American  vessels  were  sent  into  New 
Providence,  including  three  privateers — but  during 
that  space  of  time  there  arrived  twenty  three  Spanish 
ships,  owned,  we  suppose,  by  good  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Arrived  at  the  port  of  Plattsburg,  on  the  6th  inst. 
and  saluted  the  town,  the  U.  S.  vessel  of  war.  Hunter, 
lieut.  Smith.  The  Hunter  carries  one  long  18  and 
six  6 pounders. 

The  following  additional  instruction  has  been  given 
to  the  public  and  private  armed  vessel  of  the  United 
States : 

“ The  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  not  to  interrupt  any  Rritish  unarmed 
vessels  bound  to  Sable  Island,  and  laden  with  sup- 
plies for  the  humane  establishment  at  that  place.” 

“ By  command  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  he. 

A Batavia  (N.  Y.)  paper  informs  us  that  the  tars 
at  Black  Rock  had  laid  a plan  to  possess  themselves 
of  the  enemy’s  ship  the  Queen  Charlotte,  then  lying 
tinder  the  guns  of  fort  Erie  ; but  that  some  abomina- 
ble traitor  had  passed  over  and  exposed  the  design, 
or*  which  the  ship  immediately  left  the  port.  It  is 


stated  that  the  fallow  was  taken  into  custody  on  bis 
return,  and  is  now  in  safe  keeping.  As  a terror  to 
others,  we  earnestly  hope  that  the  gallows  may  have 
its  due.  The  country  must  be  purged  of  such 
wretches. 

JVaval  volunteers.  A British  privateer,  the  Liver- 
pool packet,  commanded  by  one  Freeman,  an  Ameri- 
can and  native  of  Cape  Cod,  has  been  cruizing  on 
our  eastern  coast,  and  interrupting  the  coasting 
trade:  the  patriots  of  Salem, on  ascertaining  the  fact, 
in  three  hours  and  a half  fitted  out.  the  schooner  He- 
k n^jyith  four  guns  and  plenty  of  small  aryis,  and 
seventy  brave  spirits  instantly  volunteered  their 
services  to  catch  the  traitor.  We  trust  tlieir  success 
will  equal  the  zeal  of  the  euterprize. 

We  wait  impatiently  for  news  from  the  great  ocean 
and  tlic  lakes.  It  seems  almost  impossible  that  our 
frigates  should  not  soon  encounter  the  enemy — and, 
it  is  highly  probable,  .that  captain  Ohauneey  has, 
before  this  time,  obtained  the  mastery  over  Ontario 

CONSTITUTION  AND  GUKRRJERK. 

The  f/Uoiring  certificate.  was  before  the  naval  com- 
mittee.— “ We  were  on  board  the  Africa  from  the  10th 
July  to  the  26th  August,  during  which  time  we  fre- 
quently saw  the  Guerriere,  captain  Dacres,  and  we 
certify  that  we  frequently  counted  the  gams  of  that 
frigate,  and  that  she  mounted  on  her  main  battery, 
thirty  guns— on  her  quarter-deck  sixteen  thirty-two 
pound  carronades,  and  on  her  forecastle  eight  guns-— 
making-  an  armament  of  fiftv-four  guns. 

E D WARD  GR  AN  WELL, 

\V\r.  II.  CHAILLE, 
Midshipmen,  late  of  the  Nautilus. 

Washington , Nov.  2. 

A writer  in  the  Watchman,  printed  at  Wilming- 
ton, (Del.)  claims  captain  Porter , of  the  Essex,  capt. 
Jones , late  of  the  Wasp,  lieutenant  Bush,  late  of 
the  marines,  who  was  killed  on  board  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  eaptain  Gibson , of  the  light  artillery,  who 
distinguished  himself  on  the  heights  of  Queenstown, 
as  natives  of  Delaware.  The  patriotic  citizens  of 
Wilmington  haVe  it  in  contemplation  to  present 
captain  Jones  with  a sword,  on  his  return  to  Lis 
country. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Mr. Henry  Demdson,  of  the  Uni  led 

States’  brig  Argus,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Philadelphia,  11th  Nov.  1812. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you. that  I arrived 
here  List  evening  in  the  ship  Ariadne,  of  Boston, 
cleared  from  Alexandria  for  Cadiz,  with  a cargo  of 
above  5000  barrels  of  flour,  but  detained  by  the 
United  States’  brig  Argus,  capt.  Sinclair,  for  being 
under  British  license.  The  Argus  fell  in  with  her 
the  15th  ult.  in  latitude  35  deg.  45  min.  longitude  5ri 
deg.  56  min. ; and,  by  boarding  under  British  colors, 
obtained  possession  of  her  passport.  I was  ordered 
to  take  charge  of  her  and  bring  her  into  the  first  port 
! could  make  in  the  United  States.  On  the  passage  1 
tell  in  with  two  British  cruizers,  viz.  the  sloop  of  war 
Tartarus  and  brig Colibri,  and  was  strictly  examined 
I by  each,  but  by  making  use  of  the  license  and  a lit- 
tle finesse,  we  escaped  capture  ; the.  Tartarus  even 
put  on  board  of  us  nine  American  seamen,  prisoners, 
to  assist  in  working  die  ship.  All  the  papers  f6iui$ 
on  board  I have  submitted  to  Mr.  Dallas,  district  at- 
torney, but  as  yet  lie  has  not  given  me  any  decided 
opinion  relative  to  the  case. 

The  Argus  separated  from  the  squadron  on  the 
13th  ult.  and  when  I left  her  she  had  fallen  in  wiijj 
nothing  but  the  Ariadne. 

1 have  the  honor  to.be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  sei  vant,  HENRY  DENNISON. 

The  honorable  Paul  Hamilton, 
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American  Prizes. 

(weekly  List — continued  fhom  page  173.) 

254.  Schooner  Robin,  sent  into  Portland,  by  the 
Revenue  of  Salem. 

255.  Schooner  Fame,  from  Trinidad  to  Para,  with 
some  dry  goods  valued  at  <$12,000,  sent  into  Savan- 
n.:ih,  by  the  Nonsuch  of  Baltimore. 

256.  Schiv  Sally,  of  Curr.icoa,  sent  into  Charles- 
ton, by  the  Black  Joke,  of  New- York,  and  George 
Washington,  of  Norfolk. 

257.  Sloop , of  Tortola,  sent  into  Charles- 
ton, by  the  Saucy  Jack.  J 

258.  Brig-  John,  lOguns,  12  pounders,  from  La- 
guira  for  Gibraltar,  anew  and  valuable  Vessel,  laden 
with  coffee  and  cocoa,  sent  into  Charleston,  by  the 
Benjamin  Franklin,  of  New-York. 

259.  Schooner  Three  Sisters,  120  tons  burthen, 
laden  with  Plaster,  sent  into  Salem  by  the  Fame 
privateer.  GC/’The  Fame  is  onty  30  tons  burthen. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

HOUSE  of  representatives. 

Friday,  November  13. — Many  petitions  have  been 
presented  by  the  importers  of  British  goods,  praying 
a remission  of  the  penalties  incurred  under  the  non- 
importation law. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Wright,  who  prefaced  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  resolution  by  some  spirited  remarks, 
it  was- 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in  certain 
cases  in  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

•Monday,  Nov.  16 — On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson — 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency- of  prolonging  the  time  of  payment 
to  those  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  north-west  of 
the  rivet  Ohio,  who  shall  have  purchased  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  April,  1809. 

Resolved,  likewise,  that  the  said  committee  enquire 
i£to  the  expediency  of  subdividing  each  quarter  sec- 
tion, and  reducing  the  price  of  the  lands  of  the  U.  S. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  17  — Mr.  Bassett  reported  “a  bill 
in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
prizes  and  prize  goods,”  the  leading  object  of  which 
is,  to  place  all  prize  property  at1  the  immediate  and 
entire  disposal  of  the  owners  of  the  private  armed 
Vessel  capturing  the  same,  (after  condemnation)  to 
be  by  them  distributed  and  appropriated,  as  they 
See  proper,  the  duties,  &c.  being  secured  as  usual. 
Heretofore  the  marshals  held  the  disposition  of  the 
property,  and  coerced  a sale  to  distribute  the  prize 
money  among  the  owners  and  crew,  frequently  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  parties,  and  imposing  upon 
many  additional  charges. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  a bill  “ vesting  the  power  of 
retaliation  in  the  President  in  certain  cases.” 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Xj  tilted  Slates  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
being  a prisoner  by  land  or  by  sea,  to  the  British  go- 
vernment, or  Who  hath  been  impressed,  hath  suffer- 
ed or  shall  suffer  death,  mutilation  or  other  corpo- 
real punishment,  or  be  imprisoned  with  unusual  se- 
verity, by  anv  agent,  officer,  soldier,  or  Indian  in  the 
service  of  the  British  government,  the  president  of 
the  United  Stales  shall  be,  and  be  is  hereby  empow- 
ered and  required  to  cause  the  most  rigorous  retalia- 
tion to  be  executed,  on  any  subject,  officer,,  soldier, 
Or  Indian,  in  the  service  or  employment  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  as  shall  or  may  have  been  captured 
by  the  arms  of  the  United  States  by  land  or  sea. 


Read  twice  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

I wo  messages  were  received  from  the  president-— 
the  first  conveying  a communication  from  Mr.  I.’  ussM 
(seepage  183);  the  second  from  Mr.  Lear,  consul- 
general  of  the  United  States  to  Algiers,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  as  customary. 

Mr.  f X right's  bill  (retaliatory  ] being  under  consi- 
deration, on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Laeock,  it  was 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  “sevei  ity,”  the 
words,  (eorbe  otherwise  treated  contrary  to  the  usages 
of  civilized  war.” 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  without  opposition. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

JtTaryl'and  election  of  electors. — Messrs.  Johnson. 
Stephen,  Veazy,  Stansburv,  Lloyd  and  Wo-rel,  “Ma- 
disonian?,” are  elected— the  remaining-  districts  are 
not  certainly  heard  from,  but  we  suppose  they  will 
return  “Clintonians.” 

By  some  shreds  of  intelligence  in  the  London  pa- 
pers, there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  annexation  of 
the  remnant  of  Prussia  to  France  has  been  decided 
upon,  by  the  emperor  at  Wilna.  A notice  signed 
“ Py *mnier, ” appeared  at  Hamburg  on  the  28th  of 
August,  requiring-  that  “ the  ships  belonging  to  the 
Hanseatic  ports  be,  within  six  months,  provided  with 
the  flags  and  ensignia  of  France. 

The  Louisiana  Gazette  of  the  8th  of  Oct  . says, — 
“ The  state  of  Louisiana  will  not,  we  suppose,  have 
a vote  in  the  choice  of  president  of  the  United  Stater, 
as  no  provision  lias  been  made  for  electors. 

David  Holmes,  FiSq.  is  appointed  a district  judge 
for  the  district  of  Rhode -Island,  vice  D.  L.  Barnes;, 
Esq.  deceased. 

It  is  positively  assertcd,i  that  the  PERPETUAL 
MOTION  has  actually  been  discovered  by  a mecha- 
nic near  Philadelphia.  If  so,  we  may  expect  a par- 
ticular account  of  it  before  long.  A great  number 
of  gentlemen  has  examined  the  apparatus, and  are  sa- 
tisfied that  it  is  what  the  inventor  declares  it  to  be. — 
But  the  matter  has  so  long  been  supposed  unattaina- 
ble that  confidence  is  net  easily  given  to  a thing  of 
such  immense  importance — them-  plus  ultra  of  me- 
chanics, and  grand  desideratum  of  the  scientific. 

James  L.  Clayton,  James  Sykes,  Ebenezer  Blackis- 
ton  and  Thomas  Fisher  (federalists)  have  been  ap- 
pointed electors  of  President  and  vice  President,  by 
the  legislature  of  Delaware. 

The  following  gent  lemen,  all  “Clintonians,”  have  bten  appoint- 
ed electors  of  a president  ai  d vice-president  of  the  United  States, 
l>v  the  legislature  of  Ncw-Yovl; Joseph  C.  Yates,  Schenectady  ; 
Simeon  De  Witt,  Albany;  Archibald  MTntyre,  Albany;  John  C. 
Kogehoom.  Colombia  ; Gurdon  S.  Mtnnford, N.  York  ; Jacob  .De- 
lamorttagnie,  N.  York  ; Philip  Van  Corthnult,  Westchester;  John 
Chandler,  Orange ; Henry  Huntington,  Oneida;  John  Wood- 
worth,  Albany;  David  Boyd,  Schenectady;  Cornelius  Bergen, 
Kings ; Joseph  Ferine,  Richmond  ; Chauncey  Belknap,  Orange  ; 
John  Dill,  Ulster ; David  Van  Ness,  Dutchess  ; Robert  Jenkins,  Co- 
lumbia ; Michael  S.  Vanderoook,  Rensselaer;  George  Palmer,  jr, 
Saratoga  ; James  Hill,  Washington  ; William  Kirby,  Essex  ; Hen- 
ry F.  Yates,  Montgomery  ; Thomas  H.  Hubbard,  Madison;  John 
Itussel,  Otsego ; James  S.  Kip,  Oneida  ; Jothatn  Jayne,  Cayuga ; 
Jonathan  Stanley,  jr.  Onondagu  ; William  Burnet,  Ontario  ; Geo. 
Rosecrantz,  Herb i mer. 

Pennsylvania  ela  tion.  Thirteenth  Congress Robert  Brown 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  William 'Crawford,  Robert 
Wbitehill,  William  Piper,  David  Bard,  William  Findley,  James 
Whitehill,  Adam  Seyhert,  William  Anderson,  Charles  J.  Ingersot, 
John  Canard,  Roger  Davis,  John  M.  Hvneman,  Adamson  Yanne* 
hill,  Abner  Laeock,  Isaac  Smith,  Jared  Irwin,  Hugh  Glassgow, 
Aaron  Lyle,  William  Smilie,  and  John  Gloninger. 

Mr.  Gloninger  is  churned  as  a federalist,.  All  the 
rest  are  decided  republicans.  Messrs.  Milnor  and 
Rodman,  the  only  representatives  from  Pennsylvania 
who  voted  against  the  war,  have  been  rejected.  The 
Senate  consists  of  31  members,  26  republicans  and  5 
federalists — and  the  house  of  representatives  of  95 
members,  of  whom  18  are  federalists— republican 
minority  in  joint  meeting,  75. 
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Message  of  the  gov.  of  Georgia. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives, 

After  a forbearance  to  which  there  is  scarcely  a 
parallel  to-be  found  ih  the  history  of  any  independ 
tut  nation,  the  United  States  have  been  at  length 
compelled,  in  vindication  of  their  honor  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  indubitable  rights,  to  declare 
war  against  Great  Britain.  A detail  of  the  causes 
which  produced  this  act  of  our  government,  is,  I pre- 
sume, neither  expected  nor  desired  from  meat  this 
time  ; they  have  been  communicated  to  congress  by 
the  constitutional  organ,  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  a lucid  and  dignified  address  which  you 
have  all  seen  and  no  doubt  possess.  The  insolent 
and  arbitrary  domination,  assumed  by  the  British,  to 
control  by  her  naval  power  the  rights  of  this  country 
and  the  measures  adopted  by  our  government  with  a 
view  of  bringing  the  corrupt  and  corrupting  minis- 
try of  Great  Britain  to  a sense  of  justice,  have  been 
felt  by  Georgia  with  as  much  severity  as  any  oilier 
state  in  the  union.  Her  planters  had  long  been  in 
the  habit  of  raising  articles  for  exportation,  from 
Which  they  derive  their  principal  resources,  and  de 
pended  upon  importation  from  abroad  for  their  annu- 
al supplies  : hence,  they  felt  with  peculiar  effect  the 
\v*ant  of  that  intercourse  from  which  they  derived 
their  greatest  advantage  ; yet,  no  selfish  views  ever 
operated  upon  their  minds,  or  impaired  their  confi- 
dence in  the  government  or  wisdom  of  their  mea- 
sures; on  the  contrary,  they  have  under  every  diffi- 
culty and  privation  maintained  a firm  republican  and 
Constitutional  character,  which  I am  confident  they 
will  still  maintain.  No  difficulties  or  privations  will 
ever  induce  them  to  submit  to  degradation  and  dis- 
honor. And  permit  me  to  ask,  if  a submission  to  the 
black  catalogue  of  British  aggression,  would  not  be 
a submission  to  degradation  and  dishonor  ? It  assur 
edly  would : Let  us  therefore  maintain  the  charac 
ter  we  have  acquired,  and  unite  heart  and  hand  in 
support  of  the  government,  and  the  contest  in  which 
our  country  is  now  engaged — it  is  a contest  sane 
tioned  by  justice  and  prompted  by  necessity,  and 
Under  the  guidance  of  Divine  Providence  we  shall  ob- 
tain the  objects  for  which  we  contend. 

When  we  contemplate  the  present  situation  of 
this  state,  our  attention  is  irresistibly  directed  to 
our  extensive  frontiers.  Our  sea  coast,  from  the  ri 
ver  of  Savannah  to  that  of  St.  Mary’s  inclusive,  is  in- 
dented by  numerous  inlets,  affording  sufficient  depth 
of  water  for  armed  ships  of  considerable  force,  to  op- 
pose the  entrance  of  which  there  are  few  works  of 
defence — the  population  thin,  and  a vast  property  to 
ifivite  the  attention  and  satisfy  the  cupidity  even  of 
British  cruizers. 

From  the  mouth  of  St.  Mary’s  to  the  termination 


frontier,  for  between  three  and  four  hundred  miles 
the  territory  immediately  beyond  which,  is  occupied 
bv  numerous  tribes  of  rest  less  and  warlike  savages 
of  doubtful  fhithj  some  of’whom  we  mav  already  con- 
sider our  enemies,  (the  Seminoles)  and  the  rest  al- 
though at  this  time  professing  a desire  to  remain  at 

vo  h.m. 


peace,  may  soon  and  unexpectedly  he  induced  by  the 
arts  and  intrigues  of  old  friends,  and  the  still  more 
powerful  influence  of  large  presents,  to  become  hos- 
tile to  us.  With  due  preparation,  however,  the  state 
is  capable  of  defending  herself  against  any  hostile 
attempt  of  British  cruisers  or  Indian  enemies.  Our 
citizens  of  the  middle  and  western  parts  are  nume- 
rous, hardy  and  brave,  and  are  not  only  capable  of 
defending  themselves  against  the  Indians,  but  would 
march  at  a moment’s  warning  to  the  as  sis  lance  of 
their  fellow  citizens  on  tire  sea  board  in  case  of  need, 
who  although  equally  brave,  are  less  numerous  and 
consequently  less  able  to  defend  their  extensive  and 
vulnerable  coasts  ;but  to  do  this,  the  citizens  must 
have  arms,  and  they  must  be  taught  the  use  of  them , 
as  well  as  the  duties  of  the  camp.  These  considera- 
tions have  induced  me  to  press  upoh  your  attention 
a thorough  revision  of  our  militia  laws,  and  of  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, 8tc.  In  the  defence  of  our  sea  coast  it  will  not 
escape  your  attention  that  artillery  are  of  vast  im- 
portance, and  yet,  there  is  not  a single  company  out 
of  the  city  of  Savannah  in  the  whole  of  the  first  bri- 
gade, This  is  no  doubt,  owing  to  tlit  great  expence 
attending  the  equipment  and  support  of  such  corps, 
which  but  a few  are  able  to  sustain.  Permit  me  to 
recommend  to  yotir  consideration,  the  propriety  of 
making  some  provision  for  the  encouragement  of  this 
description  of  troops. 

Knowing  of  no  manufactory  of  swords  and  pistols 
within  the  state,  my  attention  has  been  directed  to 
Other  states  for  a supply  of  those  articles,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  act  of  last  session,  for  the  use  of  the 
cavalry  ; but,  I find  the  prospect  of  procuring  them 
so  remote  and  uncertain,  that  1 shall  attempt  to  have 
the  swords  made  at  home,  and  I am  flattered  with 
the  hope  of  hating  this  done  in  a style  of  workman- 
ship superior  to  those  imported  for  common  use,  and 
at  a much  cheaper  rate.  The  manufacture  of  them 
Will  commence  immediately  in  this  place,  and  will 
produce  about  five  dozen  ever)'  week.  I shall  use 
my  utmost  efforts  to  have  the  pistols  made  in  the 
state  also.  These  are  objects  which  in  otir  present 
situation  claim  the  fostering  care  of  the  legislature. 

In  the  course  of  last  summer,  the  secretary  at  war 
of  the  United  States,  by  order  of  the  president,  called 
upon  this  state  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  con- 
gress, to  detach  from  her  militia  three  thousand  five 
hundred,  which  has  been  done  accordingly.  These 
men  thus  detached  are  liable  to  be  called  into-actual 
service  whenever  the  president  shall  so  direct,  and 
ten  companies  of  them  have  been  called  for  and  are 
now  in  the  field,  where  they  arc  liable  to  be  detain- 
ed for  six  months.  It  is  possible,  nay  very  probable, 
that  many  of  those  men  now  on  duty,  have  left  fami- 
lies or  relatives  at  home,  whose  principal  depend- 
ence for  support  was  upon  their 'labor,  or  whose  lit- 
tle property  may  be  at  the  mercy  of  a creditor  for  an 


of  our  line  on  the  Tugalo  river,  we  have  an  extent  of  inconsiderable  debt.  Some  legislative  provision  in 


uch  cases,  would  in  my  opinion,  be  both  reasonable 
and  just,  and  may  be  done  without  impairing  the  just 
rights  of  others.  By  a prudent  liberality  on  the  part 
if  the  state,  the  indigent  or  infirm.. family  or  relative 
of  the  soldier  and  his  little  property  may  be  relieved 
and  preserved,  whilst  he  in  return  is  in  all  pr^Jabi- 
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li-jy  spilling-,  at  at  any  rate  ready  to  spill  his  blood,  eel  by  that  event,  and  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  gr- 
in her  defence.  Ineral  government  at  the  shine  time  accomplished. — 

In  March  last  a Revolution  commenced  in  East-FIoqThe  senate  of  the  United  States,  however,  in  their 
r’.da,  and  from  the  part  taken  by  the  commissioner' wisdom  had  different  views  of  the  subject,  and  the 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  movement  of  their] matter  was  , permitted  to  remain  as  before  the  war. — 
troops,  T flattered  myself  that,  they  had  determined ! It  is  nevertheless  mV  sincere  and  candid  opinion,  that 
on. the  immediate  occupation  of  the  whole  province.  | the  peace  and  safety  of  this  state  will  be  hazarded. 
The  progress  of  this  revolution  became  extremely  j if  the  occupancy  of  Mast  Florida,  by  our  government, 
interesting  to  Georgia,  and  l am  indebted  to  the  vi-  is  relinquished,  or  much  longer  delayed,  The  pre- 
giiance  and  attention  of  brigadier-general  Floyd,  for  j sent  force  in  Augustine  is  of  a description  which  we 
the  first  and  a regujar  'continuance  of  information  up-|  cannot  tolerate,  and  the  mode  of  warfare  which  the 
on  the  subject ; li-dm  which  I soon  began  to  suspect | governor  of  that  place  has  commenced,  is  so  savage 
that  the  course  pursued  Would  not  only  fail  of  sue- land  barbarous,  that  it  is  impossible  for  an  American 
cess,  but  that  our  frontier  in  that  quarter  might  soon  to  hear  it  without  feeling  the  utmost  indignation  and 
be  involved  in  much  difficulty  and  distress.  Under  J resentment  against  the  power  who  commands  or  even 

government  had. determined  upon  the  occitp: 


s,  but  that  our  frontier  in  that  quarter  might  soon  to  hear  it  without  feeling  the  utmost  indignation  anc 
involved  in  much  difficulty  and  distress.  Under  resentment  against  the  power  who  commands  or  cvei 
e impressions.  and  conceiving  that  if  the  general!  permits  it-  I recommend  this  subject  in  an  especial 
u nment  had  determined  upon  the  occupancy  of  manner  to  your  most  serious  consideration,  as  involv- 
ing, not  only  your  immediate  interest,  but  your  fu- 
ture peace  and  happiness.  It  is  with  real  pleasure 
that  I assure  you  of  my  entire  confidence  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  president  to  proceed  in  the  business- 


the  pr«rihce,  they  would  have  communicated  the  fact 
to  the  government  of  Georgia,  and  placed  the  state 
on  her  guard  again  sta  failure  of  the  enterprize,  since 
in  that  event  she  would  be  the  immediate  sufferer,  I [position  of 
wrote  a letter  to  the  secretary  at  war,  stating  mv  ap-  with  the  utmost  decision,  if  he  is  authorised  by  con- 
prehensions  of  the  ei'it  consequences  that  were  likely  gress.  Copies  of  such  documents  as  are  calculated 
to  result  toGjeorgia  from' the  manner  in  which  the  pro-  [to  give  you  a clear  view  of  the  subject  and  enable 
ceedings  in  Florida  were  conducted,  and  requested  [you  to  form  correct  conclusions,  will  accompany  this 
that  the  contents  of  mv  letter  might  be  communicat-  communication  : And  should  any  additional  informa- 


ed  to  the  President.'  Before  that  letter  had  reached 
its  destination,  I received  one  from  the  secretary  of 
state,  by  order  of  the  President,  in  which  he  declares, 
that  tiie  proceedings  of  the  agent  in  the  transactions 
in  Florida  were  unauthorised,  and  calling  upon  me, 
as  governor  of  the  state,  to  act  for  the  general  go- 
vernment, inasmuch  as  the  interests  of  Georgia  were 
implicated  as  well  as  those  of  the  United  States  ; and 
aE o containing  instructions  as  to  the  course  which 
it  was  expected  I would  pursue  in  so  delicate  and 
important  a transaction.  It  required  but  a few  days 
to  dispatch  such  public  business  as  was  then  in  the 
executive  office,  and  to  prepare  every  thing  necessa- 
ry to  admit  of  my  absence.  This  being  accomplish- 
ed I proceeded  without  delay  to  St.  Mary’s,  as  the 
mpet  com 

free  communication 


tion  be  desired  during  the  session,  if  in  the  power  of 
the  executive,  it  will  he  furnished  with  pleasure.  I 
have-been  the  more  particular  upon  this  head  be- 
cause I feel  its  importance,  and  because  too,  the 
agency  which  I have  had  in  it,  has  been  grossly  mis- 
represented, and  conduct  and  motives  attributed  to 
me  as  malicious  as  they  arc  unfounded.  That  agen- 
cy will  now  be  committed  to  another  person. 

Tlve  Spanish  officers  in  Augustine,  St.  Marks  and 
Pensacola  are  using  every  effort  to  stimulate  the 
Greek  Indians  to  commence  hostilities  against  us. — 
As  yet  those  within  the  United  States*  line,  as  I have 
before  observed,  profess  peace  and  friendship;  but, 
those  of  the  Seminoles,  whose  towns  arc  in  Florida, 


have  been  guilty  of  such  outrages  as  leave  no  doubt 
•enient  spot  where  I could,  by  mail,  have  a-*  >f  their  intention,  and  ought  to  satisfy  us  that  no  time 
nunication  with  any  part  of  the  union,  and  i is  to  be  lost  in  applying  that  chastisement  which  their 


with  the  governor  of  Bust  Florida,  and 
the  commander  of  the  American  troop: 
time.  On  my  arrival  at  that  place,  I found  the  pro- 
gress of  the  revolution  stopped  before  St.  Augustine, 
the  patriots  being  unable  alone  to  attack  that  formi- 
dable post,  and  tire  American  troops  not  permitted  to 
act  on  tire  offensive.  In  a short  time  I sent  to  Au- 
gustine, in  compliance  with  the  instructions  I had  re- 
ceived, and  a correspondence  between  the  person 
then  acting  as  governor  ami  myselfcommenced,  which 
however  soon  terminated,  in  consequence  of  the  Spa- 
niard preferring  the  application  of  force  to  remove 
the  American  troops,  which  lie  actually  tried  on  the 
16th  May,  to  the  more  tedious-operation,  pf  having  it 
done  by  neg'xffation  in  a peaceful  manner.  The  ex- 
periment, however,  did  not  succeed,  and  the  troops 
kept  i.oeir  ground.  The  letters  of  the  secretary  of 
state  to  me  of  the  2d  and  27' th  of  May  last,  will  ex- 
plain the  reason  why  the  troops  were  not  withdrawn  ; 
they  are  reasons  founded  on  the  soundest  principles 
of  policy  as  well  as  justice  and  humanity,  and  they 
apply  to  our  present  situation  and  the  present  situa- 
tion of  East  Florida  with  double  force.  -f  t 
The  confidence  with  which  1 anticipated  the  de- 
claration of  war  against  Great  Britain,  led-mc  with 
equal  confidence  to  anticipate  an  enlargement  of  the 
powers  of  the  President,  by  congress,  as  the  neces- 
sary consequence,  having  for  its  object  the  entire  oc- 
cupancy of  East  and  West  Florida.  That  this- 
should  have  been  the  course  pursued,  I was  extreme- 
ly solicitious  ; knowing  as  I did,  and  still  do,  that 
the  interests  of  (Georgia  would  be  effectually  pro-mot- 


d col.  Smith,  | crimes  deserve.  In  August  last  some  parties  of  them 
s,  at  the  same  made  their  appearance  upon  the  frontier  of  Camden 
countv,  and  killed  and  scalped  a young  man  about 
seventeen  years  of  age,  the  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  W il- 
der,  who  resided  near  Trader’s  hill  on  St.  Mary’s  ri- 
ver ; and,  at  the  same  time,  shot  another  lad,  and 
wounded  him  severely,  but  who  had  the  good  fortune 
to  make  Iiis  escape.  As  soon  as  I received  informa- 
tion of  these  facts,  and  numerous  others  of  less  atro- 
city, I sent  an  order  to  brigadier  general  Floyd,  to 
cause  a block  house  to  be  erected  on  Trader’s  hill, ^ 
and  to  put  a small  garrison  in  it  for  the  protection  ot 
that  part  pf  the  frontier,  and  if  the  Indians  should 
again  make  their  appearance,  in  a hostile  manner,  to 
collect  a force,  and  pursue  and  punish  them.  I also 
wrote  a letter  to  colonel  Hawkins,  demanding  that  the 
murderers  would  1>6  apprehended  and  delivered  up 
to  the  civil  authority  of  Camden  count)-,  there  10- 
take  their  trial.  Colonel  Hawkins’  answer,  with  sub- 
sequent information  which  I have  received,  fully  con- 
vinces me  that  we  have  no  satisfaction  to  expect  from, 
these  Indians,  and  consequently  that  we  ought  to 
look  to  our  own  safety.  With  this  view,  1 have  given 


orders -to  have  a stock  of  provender  and  provision  con- 
tracted for  and  deposited  at  Trader’s  hill,  for  five 
hundred  pavalry,  and  intended  as  soon  as  those  sup- 
plies were  procured,  to  order  that  number  to  take 
the  field.  This  subject  claims. the  i mmediate  atten- 
tion of  the  legislature.  Copies  of  all  papers  in  the 
executive  office,  relating  thereto,  from  which  you 
can  derive  any  information,  as  well  as  those  relating 
i to  tire  deceased  Mr.  Meredith  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lot c* 
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who  Were  murdered  while  peaceably  travelling- 
through  the  Creek  nation,  accompany  this  commu- 
nication. 

Soon  after  the  rising  of  the  last  legislature,  I ap- 
pointed Hugh  Montgomery  of  Jackson,  and  James 
Blair  of  Franklin  county,  esquires,  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  this  state,  to  ciutv  into  effect  a con- 
curred and  approved  resolution  of  the  30th  of  No- 
vember last,  which  contemplated  an  united  applica- 
tion by  Georgia  and  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the  pre-, 
sident  of  the  United  States  for  a cession  of  land 
lying  between  the  Chatahooehe  river  and  the  fron- 
tiers of  Jackson  and  Franklin  counties.  At  the  same 
time  I instructed  them  to  demand  of  the  agent  of 
the  United  States  to  that  nation,  the  delivery  of  Ellis 
Buffington  and  Robert  Daniel,  two  Cherokees  of 
mixed  blood,  who  arc  charged  with  having  murder- 
ed one  Jacob  Whiteworth  about  two  years  ago  in 
Jackson  county.  The  mission  of  the  commissioners 
has  failed  of  success  for  the  present,  although  hopes 
are  expressed  by  the  agent,  that  our  desire  as  to  the 
c<£siOn  will  vet.  be  acceeded  to  by  the  Indians  ; and 
i,t  is  also  stated,  that  the  application  for  the  delive- 
ry of  Buffington  and  Daniel  has  been  submitted  to 
tjie  president  of  the  United  States  for  his  decision, 
the  nation  having  refused  to  deliver  them  up.  These 
two  objects  must  therefore  remain  for  future  atten- 
tion.. Copies  of  the  papers  relating  to  this  subject 
are  submitted. 

The  session  of  the  legislature  before  the  last,  An- 
drew Ellicott,  esq.  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  was 
by  concurred  and  approved  resolution  appointed  to 
ascertain  the  30th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  as  the 
boundary  between  this  state  and  Nprth  Carolina.— 
lie  was  accordingly  sent  for,  ami  early  in  Septem- 
ber following  left  Augusta,  with  a view  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  that  object.  A report  from  Mr. 
Ellicott  was  expected  in  time  to  be  laid  before  the 
last  legislature,  but  it  did  not  reach  the  executive 
office  itotil  the  16th  of  March  last,  when  Mr.  Elli- 
cott called  there  and  deposited  one,  accompanied 
by  a chart  By  this  report  it  appears,  that  no  part 
of  the  territory  heretofore  claimed  by  this  state  as 
Walton  county,  remains  to  Georgia.  The  expence 
attending  this  business  has  been  considerable,  and  as 
Mr.  Ellicott  has  charged  considerably  more  in  his 
accounts  than  I have  drawn  for  or  allowed,  copies 
of  them,  and  the  correspondence  between  that  gen- 
tleman and  myself,  are  submitted  for  your  conside- 
ration without  a comment. 

Under  the  authority  of  a resolution  passed  by  the 
last  legislature  on  the  subject  of  a Penitentiary,  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  state,  that  contracts  have  been 
made  for  the  delivery  of  a quantity  of  brick,  and 
that  on  or  before  the  end  of  the  present  month,  be- 
tween twelve  and  fifteen  hundred  thousand  will  have 
been  delivered  near  the  spot  intended  for  the  scite 
of  the  building,  the  average  price  of  which  will  not 
exceed  five  dollars  per  thousand.  Lime  which  will 
very  well  answer  for  laying  the  brick,  lias  also  been 
contracted  for,  to  be  delivered  at  the  same  place  at 
an  equally  reasonable  rate.  No  workmen  have  as 
yet  been  engaged,  because,  I deem  it  of  importance 
first  to  procure  a sufficient  stock  of  materials,  and 
the  present  period  appears  to  be  a verv  favorable 
one  for  that  purpose.  From  the  magnitude  of  the 
object,  you  will  readily  perceive,  thy  to  enable  the 
eomififcsioners  to  proceed  in  the  collection  of  matc- 
mals  and  to  justify  a contract  with  workmen,  fur- 
ther appropriations  will  he  required.  The  building 
at  Louisville  formerly  occupied  as  a state  house  is 
in  such  a state  of  decay,  that  if  not  repaired  soon, 
there  will  be  nothing  left  but  the  naked  walls.  It  is 
at  present  occupied  as  an  arsenal,  but  the  saving 
thereby  to  the  sf$t$  is  Very  and  bv 


a removal  of  the  arms  to  this  place,  and  some  other 
disposition  made  of  the  building,  a Considerable 
sum  might  be  saved  annually  to  the  treasury. 

The  state  of  our  finances  has  enabled  us  to  ptty  in 
the  course  of  the  last  political  year  to  the  bank  of 
Augusta,  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  our 
subscription,  which  is  all  that  has  been  as  yet  re- 
quired from  the  stockholders.  The  prospfect  of  its 
being  a very  profitable  stock  is  flattering  ; and  when 
we  consider  the  certainty  of  payment  and  the  ex- 
emption from  expence,  it  must  undoubtedly  be  con- 
sidered as  the  very  best  means  of  increasing  our  re- 
venue; The  time  allowed  for  the  state  to  subscribe 
for  the  shares  reserved  for  her  in  the  Planter’s  Bank 
of  Savannah  will  expire  on  the  1st  January  next.  — 
The  foregoing  observations  on  the  value  of  the^tock 
of  the  bank  of  Augusta  apply  with  equal*  if  not 
superior  force,  to  that  of  Savannah;  permit  me 
therefore  to  recommend  that  air  appropriation  be 
made  to  meet  this  object. 

An  abstract  of  warrants  drawn  on  the  treasury 
during  the  last  political  year,  exhibiting  a clear  and 
distinct  view  of  the  amounts  of  each  sum  drawn  for, 
the  object  for  which  it  was  drawn  and  the  particu- 
lar fund  drawn  upon,  accompanies  this  communica- 
tion ; which,  together  with  the  annual  abstract  fur- 
nished by  the  treasurer,  will  convey  all  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  a cleat  understanding  of  the  whole 
finances  of  the  state. 

A list  of  executive  appointments  made  during  the 
recess,  which  are  subject  to  legislative  interference, 
are  also  herewith  submitted. 

In  all  your  measures,  having  for  their  object  the 
public  good,  you  may  rely  upon  my  cordial  co-opera- 
tion ; and  that  the  Supreme  ruler  of  the  Universe 
may  so  guide  and  direct  your  minds,  that  your  labors 
may  result  in  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  your 
own  honor,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  our  devoted 
fellow-citizen.  D.  B.  MITCHELL. 


Passing  Remarks. 

Tndocti  disc  ant,  ament  memimsse  periti. 

As  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  forms  ah  in- 
tegral part  of  the  government,  he  becomes*  const. i- 
t itionally,  a politician.  In  due  reverence  of  the  in- 
estimable right  of  suffrage — the  magic  that  pro- 
duces reformation,  without  resolution,  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  all  to  make  knorvn  their  sentiment  on  the 
conduct  of  those  to  whom  the  destinies  of  the  nation 
are  committed,  by  a free  and  unbiassed  ballot,  fot  or 
against  thorn.  So  acting,  the  voice  of  the  people 
ever  will  lie,  “a  teiTOr  to-eVil  doers  and  a pruise*  to 
them  that  do  well.” 

Invested  with  this'  glorious  privilege— a privilege 
unenjoyed  by  any  other  people  under' the  canopy  of 
heaven,  how  important  is  it  that  We  should  use  it 
rightly  !— And,  to  use  it  rightly,  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  that 'every  man  should  “see  the  light,**  that 
lie  may  work  his  own  way  to  a just  conclusion  ; \aml, 
in  all  cases,  be  able  to  act  for  himself.  Where  this 
needful  intelligence  prevails,  the  “men  Of  influence*’*' 
as  they  are  called,  are  harmless — however  accustom- 
ed to  lead,  they  find  themselves  without  followers, 
the  moment  that  principle  is  abandoned  : for  the  re- 
flecting citizen  will  vote  against  his  nearest  and  best 
friend,  if  that  friend  holds  opinions  hostile’  (as  the 
citizen  supposes)  to  the  best  interests  of  the  c6untry. 
Nor  does  an  honest  diversity  of  political  sentiment 
interrupt  die  harmonies  of  social  life— or,  at  least, 
ought  not  to  Jo  so  ; for  toleratkn  is  the  first  item  m 
the  republican's  creed. 

When  the  design  of  publishing  .the  Wetklt  Re- 
gister first  entered  my  mind  and  was  so  ardently 
p&tfWJbed,  apart  from  personal  .considerations,  1 felt 
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much  gratification  at  the  prospect  of  its  becoming  a,  and  people,  of  every  degTee  without  c \ ccptioit?  of 


medium,  whereby,  in  the  meaning-  of  the  motto,  the 
tmskiif ul. irtight  be  instructed , while  the  better  informed 
should  assist  their  recollection .-  of  conveying'  to  all,  on 
reasonable  terms,  a knowledge  of  the  facts  necessa- 
ry to  a clear  understanding  of  the  state  of  the  nation 
—and  tints  put  mv 'Fellow-citizens  more  on  a par  with 
each  other-— checking  that  influence  by  which  one 
man  sometimes  leads  a hundred  others,  body  and 
mind,  tq  the  polls,  for  want  of  the  truth  to  oppose 
him,  his  opinions  being* erroneous.  For  the  nationid 
paper's,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  reach  but 
a few  persons  hi  a convenient  form  for  preservation  : 

and,  published  in  the’  news  papers,  are  read and 

forgo  tten  : or,,  if  recollected,  cannot  be  referred  to 
without  laborious  research.  And,  so  far  as  it  depends 
upon  me  to  give  these  papers  to  the  public,  I am  con- 
scious that  it  has  been  done  with  honest  impartiality, 
The  main  question  now  at  issue  between  theUnited 
Staftes  and  Great  Britain  is  the  subject  of  iarmEss- 
Siknt.  In  discussing  this  matter,  pro  and  coh,  as  well 
as  on  many  other  important  occasions,  the  treaty 
(if  it  may  be  so  called)  of  Messrs.  JHonroe  and  Pink- 
ney, with  lords  Holland  and  Aukland,  concluded  at 
London,  Dec.  31,  1806,  is  frequently  referred  to  ; — 
ar.d  its  insertion  in  the  Register  has  been  earnestly 
solicited — we  now  give  it.  This  convention  was  re- 
jected by  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  president  of  the  United 
States,  without  eten  laying-  it  before  the  senate,  on 
the  ground,  that  it  made  no  provision  against  impress- 
ment, and  was  besides  immediately  followed  by- the 
order  in  council  of  January  7,  1807,  (which  reached 
this  country  with  the  treaty  itself,)  predicated  on  the 
note  thereunto  attached  by  the  British  ministers,  to 
which  our  ambassadors  refused  their  assent.  The 
publication  of  this  paper  was  wanting  to  the  patrons 
of  our  work  that  a clear  view  might  be  had  of  our 
affairs  with  the  enemy ; and,  as  connected  with  it, 
the  reader  will  naturally  refer  to  the  papers  respect- 
ing impressment,  contained  in  Nos.  50  and  51  of  the 
Register,  as  well  as  the  late  correspondence  of  Mrl 
Russel,  and  tire  documents  generally. 


“MONROE'S  TREATY.” 

Treaty  bf  Amity,  Commerce  and  JVaviyaiion.,  between 
his  Britannic  JWajesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  being  equally  desirous  to  promote  and  per- 
petuate the  good  understanding  and  friendship 
which  happily  subsists  between  the  subjects  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  that  .purpose  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  their  respective  coun- 
tries, territories  and  people  on  the  basis  of  reciproci  • 
tv  and  mutual  convenience,  have  respectively  named 
their  Plenipotentiaries',  and  have  given  them  full 
power  to  Conclude  a treaty  of  amity,  navigation  and 
Commerce.  That  is  to  say,  his  Britannic  majesty  has 
named  for  his  plenipotentiaries  Henry  Richard  Vassal 
lord  Holland,,  one  of  his  majesty’s  privy  seal,  and 
William  lord  Aukland,  one  of  his  majesty’s  privy 
’council,  and  president  of  the  committee  of  council 
for  all  matters  of  trade  and  foreign  plantations  ; and 
the  pffs'Klcht  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Senate  thereof,  hath  appointed  for  their 
plenipotentiaries,  James  Monroe  and  William  Pink- 
ney, comtwiftsiotrers  extraordinary  mid  plenipotentia- 
ries, who  af«er  having  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
have  agreed  in  the  following  articles. 

j^rt.  1.  There  shall  be  a -firm,  inviolable  raid  uni- 
versal peace,  and  a true  and  sincere  friendship  be- 
tween his  Britannic  majesty,  his-  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  between 
their  respective  cefuinries,  territories,  cities,  towns 


persons  or  places. 

Art.  2.  It  is  agreed  that  the  several  articles  of  the* 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and  navigation,  between 
his  majesty  anil  the  United  States,  made  at  London, 
on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1794,  which  have  not 
expired,  nor  as  yet  had  their  full  operation  and  ef- 
fect,-shall  be  confirmed  in  their  best  form  and  in 
their  full  tenor ; and  that  the  contracting  parties 
will  also  from  time  to  time  enter  into  friendly  ex- 
planations on  the  subject  of  the  said  articles  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  all  such  doubts  as  may  arise  or 
have  arisen  as  to  the  true  intent  of  the  same,  as  well 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  said  articles  more- 
conformable  to  their  mutual  wishes  and  conveni- 
ences. 


Art,  3.  His  majesty  agrees  that  the  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  sailing 
direct  from  the  ports  of  the  said  States,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted and  hospitably  received  into  all  the  sea-ports 
and  harbors  of  the  British  dominions  in  the  East  In- 
dies ; and  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  may 
freely  carry  on  a trade  between  the  said  territories 
and  the  saicUStates,  in  all  articles  of  which  the  im- 
portation respectively,  to  and  from  said  territories 
shall  not  he  entirely  prohibited.  Provided,  only, 
that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  them  in  any  time  of 
Waj*  between  the  British  government  and  any  other 
power  or  state  whatever,  to  export  from  the- said 
territories,  without  the  special  permission  of  the 
British  government  there,  any  military  stores,  or  na- 
val stores  or  rice.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States 
shall  pay  for  their  vessels  when  admitted  into  said 
ports  no  other  or  higher  tonnage  than  shall  be  pay- 
able on  British  vessels  when  admitted  into  the  United 
States.  And  they  shall  pay  ho  other  or  higher  duties 
or  charges  on  the  importation  or  exportation  of  the 
cargoes  of  the  said  vessels  than  shall  be  payable  on 
the  same  articles  when  imported  or  exported  in 
British  vessels.  But  it  is  e xpressly  agreed  that  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  of  the  ar- 
ticles exported  by  them  from  the  said  British  terri- 
tories, to  any  port  or  place,  except  to  some  port  or 
place  in  America,  where  the  same  shall  be  unladen, 
and  such  regulations  shall  he  adopted  by  both  par- 
ties, as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  found  necessary 
to  enforce  the  due  and  faithful  observing  of  this 
stipulation. 

It  is  also  understood,  that  the  permission  granted 
by  this  article  is  not  to  extend  to  allow  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  carry  on  any  part  of  the  coast  ing 
trade  of  the  said  British  territories ; but  the  vessels 
going  with  their  original  cargoes  or  part  thereof, 
from  one  port"  of  discharge  to  another  are  not  con- 
sidered as  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade.  Neither 
is  this  ai-ticle  to  be  construed  to  allow  the  citizens  of 
the  said  States  to  settle  or  reside  witHn  the  said 
territories  or  to  go  into  the  interior  parts  thereof, 
without  the  permission  of  the  British  government 
established  there ; and  if  any  transgression  should 
be  attempted  against  the  regulations  of  the  British 
government  in  this  respect,  the  observance  of  the 
same  shall  and  may  be  enforced  against  the  citizens 
of  America,  in  the  same  manner  as  against  British 
subjec*.  s or  others,  transgressing  the  same  rule.  A nd 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  whenever  the}*  ar- 
rive in  any  poH. or 'harbor  of  the  said  territories,  or 
if  they  should  he  permitted  in  manner  aforesaid  to 
go  to  any  other  place  therein,  shall  always  be  subject 
to  the  laws,  regulations  and  jurisdiction  of  whatever 
nature,  established  in  such  harbor,  port  or  place,  : c- 
c.ording  as  the  same  may  be.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  States  may  also  touch  for  refreshment  at  the 
is'knd  of  St.  Helena,  but  subject  in  all  respects,  to 
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sitch  regulations  as  the  British  government  may  from 
time  to  time  establish  there. 

Art.  4.  There  shall  be  between  all  the  dominions 
of  his  majesty  in  Europe,  and  the  territories  of  the  U. 
S.  a reciprocal  and  perfect  liberty  of  commerce  and 
navigation.  The  people  and  inlyibitants  of  the  two 
countries  respectively  shall  have  liberty,  freely  and 
securely  and  without  hindrance  or  molestation,  to 
come  with  their  ships  and  cargoes  to  the  lands, 
countries,  cities,  ports,  places  and  rivers  within  the 
dominions  and  territories  aforesaid,  to  enter  into 
the  same,  to  resort  i here,  and  to  remain  and  reside 
there,  without  any  limitation  of  time  ; also  to  hire 
and  possess  houses  and  ware  houses,  for  the  purposes 
of  their  commerce.  And  generally,  the  merchants 
and  traders  on  each  side,  shall  enjoy  the  most  com- 
plete protection  a/id  security  for  their  commerce  ; 
but  subject  always,  as  to  what  respects  this  article, 
to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two  countries,  re- 
spectively. 

Art.  5.  It  is  agreed  that  no  other  or  higher  duties 
shall  be  paid  by  the  ships  or  merchandise  of  one  par- 
ly in  the  ports  of  the  other,  than  such  as  are  paid  by 
the  like  vessel  s"br  merchandise  of  all  other  nations. 
Nor  shall  any  other  or  higher  duty  be  imposed  in 
one  country,  on  the  importation  of  any  articles  being 
of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  any  other 
foreign  country.  Nor  shall  any  prohibition  ’be  im- 
posed on  the  importation  of  any” articles,  to  or  from 
the  territories  of  the  two  parties  respectively,  whicl 
shall  not  equally  extend  to  all  nations— But’ the  Bri 
fe-h  government  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  impos- 
ing on  American  vessels,  entering  into  the  British 
pbrts  in  Europe,  a tonnage  duty,  equal  to  that  which 
slian  at  any  tune  be  payable  by  British  vessels  in  the 
ports  ot  America.  And  the  government  of  the  U. 
Stales  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  imposing  on 
Bntmh  vessels’, .entering  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  ?.  tonnage  duty,  equal  to  that  which  shall  at 
any  time  be  payable  by  American  vessels,  in  the  Bri- 
tish ports  in  Europe. 

It  is  agreed,  that  in  the  trade  of  the  two  countries 
with  each  other,  the  same  duties  of  exportation  and 
importation  on  all  goods  and  merchandise,  and  also 
the  same  drawbacks  and  bounties  shall  be  paid  and 
allowed  in  either  country,  whether  such  importation 
or  exportation  shall  be  im  British  or  American  ves 
se’s. 

Art.  6.  foe  high  contracting  parties  not  having 
been  able  to  arrange,  at  present  by  tre.aty,  any  com- 
merez  d intercourse  between  the  territories  of  the 
L m . d Stales  and  his  majesty’s  islands  and  ports  in 
the  West-Indies,  agree,  that  until  that  subject  shall 
be  regulated  m a satisfactory  manner,  each  of  the 
parties  shall  remain  in  the  complete  possession  of  its 
rights,  m respect  to  such  an  intercourse. 

Art.  7.  It  shall  be  free  for  the  two  contracting 
parties,  respectively  to  appoint  consuls,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  trade,  to  reside  in  the  dominions  and  ter- 
ritories aforesaid 


it  is  hereby  declared  ro  he  lawful  and  proper,  that  in 
case  ot  illegal  or  improper  conduct  towards  the  laws 


oi  gmernment,  a consul  may  either  be  pun i sited  ac- 
cording to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach  the  case,  or  be 
dismissed,  or  even  sent  back,  the  offended  trovern- 
/nent  assigning  to  the  other  the  reasons  for  the  same 
Udner  of  the  parties  may  except  from  the  residence 

S’  SUC,h  t?ai‘tlCuJar  places,  as  sudi  party  shall 
judge  prope  r to  be  so  excepted. 

cAl\8-  11  is  aPTfeed,  that  in  all  cases  where  vessels 
” be  captured  or  detained,  on  just  suspicion  of  I 


having  on  board  enemy’s  property,  or  carrying  to 
(the  enemy,  any  of  the  articles  which  arc  contraband 
! of  war,  or  for  other  lawful  cause,  the  said  vessel  shall 
be  brought  .to  the  nearest  or  most  convenient  port; 
and  if  any  property  of  an  enemy  should  he  found  on 
I board  such  vessel,  that  part  only  which  belongs  to 
j the  enemy,  or  is  otherwise  confiscable,  shall  be 
I made  prize,  and  the  vessel,  unless  bv  law  subject  to 
condemnation,  shall  beat  liberty  to  proceed,  with 
j t he  remainder  of  the  cargo  without  any  impediment. 
And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  proper  measures  shall  be 
taken  to  prevent  delay  in  deciding  the  bases  of  the 
ships  and  cargoes  so  brought  in  for  adjudication  ;• 
and  in  the  payment  or  recovery  of  any  indemnifica- 
tion adjudged  or  agreed  to  he  paid  to  the  masters  or 
owners  of  such  ships.  It  is  also  agreed,  that  in  all 
cases  of  unfounded  detention,  or  rather  contraven- 
tion of  the  regulations  stipulated,  by  the  present 
treaty, the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  so  detained, 
shall  be  allowed  damages  proportioned  to  the  loss 
occasioned  thereby,  together  with  the  cost  and 
charges  of  the  trial. 

Art.  9.  In  order  to  regulate,  what  is  in  future  to 
be  esteemed  contraband  of  war,  it  is  agreed,  that 
under  the  said  denomination  shall  be  comprised  all 
arms  and  implements  serving  for  the  purposes  ot 
war,  by  land  or  by  sea ; such  as  cannon,  muskets* 
mortars,  petards,  bombs,  grenadoes,  carcasses,  sau- 
cisses,  carriages  for  cannoii,  musket  rests,  bandolers, 
gun-powder,  matches,  salt-petre,  balls,  pikes,sv  ords, 
head-pieces,  cutlasses,  halberts,  lances,  j a vims,  horse 
furniture,  holsters,  belts,  and  generally  all  other  im* 
plements  of  war;  as  also  timber  for  ship  building, 
copper  in  sheets,  sail  cloth,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and 
in  general  (with  the  exception  of  unwrought  iron, 
and  fir  planks  ; and  also  with  the  exception  of  tar 
and  pitch,  when  not  going  to  a port  of  naval  equip- 
ment, in  w hich  case  they  shall  be  entitled  to  pre- 
emption) whatever  may  serve  directly  to  the  equip- 
ment of  vessels  ; and  all  the  above  articles  are  here- 
by declared  to  be  just  objects  of  confiscation,  when? 
ever  they  are  attempted  to  be  carried  to  an  enemy. 
But  no  vessel  shall  bjz  detained,  on  pretence  of  car- 
rying' contraband  of  war ; unless  some  of  the  above- 
mentioned  articles,  not  excepted,  are  found  on  board 
of  the  said  vessel  at  the  time  it  is  searched. 

Art.  10.  Whereas  in  consideration  of  the  distance, 
and  of  other  circumstances  incident  to  the  situation 
of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  may  frequently 
happen  that  vessels  may  sail  for  a port  or  place  be- 
lcngingto  an  enemy,  without  knowing  that  the  same 
is  either  besieged, blockaded,  or  invested,  it  is  agreed 
that  every  vessel  so  circumstanced,  may  be  turned 
away -from  such  port  or  place,  but  she  shall  not  be 
detained,  nor  her  cargo,  if  not  contraband,  be  confis-* 
cated,  unless  after  such  notice,  she  shall  again  at- 
tempt to  enter.  But  she  shall  again  be  permitted  to 
go  to  any  other  port  or  place  she  may  think  proper. 
Nor  shall  any  vessel  or  goods  of  either  party,  that 
may  have  entered  into  such  port  or  place,  before  the 
same  was  besieged;  blockaded  or  invested  by  the 
other,  and  be  found  therein  after  the  reduction  or 
surrender  of  such  place,  be  liable  to  confiscation,  but 
shall  be  restored  to  the  owners  or  proprietors  there- 
of. Neither  of  the  parties  when  at  w ar,  shall,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  treaty,  take  from  on  board 
the  vessels  of  the  other  subjects  of  the  opposite  bel- 
ligerent, unless  they  be  in  the  actual  employment  of 
such  belligerent. 

Art.  11.  Whereas  differences  have  arisen  concern-, 
iug  the  trading  with  the  colonies  of  his  majesty’s 
enemies,  and  the  instructions  given  by  his  majesty 
to  his  cruizers  in  regard  thereto,  it  is  agreed  that 
during  the  present  hostilities,  all  articles  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  mauufkctme  of  Europe,  not  be-. 
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ing  contraband  of  war,  may  be  freely  carried 
from  the  United  States  to  the  port  of  any  colony 
not  blockaded,  belonging-  to  his  majesty’s  ene- 
mies, provided  such  goods  shall  be  previously  landed 
in  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  paid  the  ordi- 
nary duties  on  such  articles  so  imported  for  home 
consumption,  and  on  re-exportation  shall  after  the 
drawback  remain  subject  to  a duty  equivalent  to  not 
less  than  one  per  cent,  advatorum,  and  that  the  said 
goods,  and  the  vessels  conveying  the  same  shall,  from 
the  time  of  their  clearance  from  the  American  port, 
he  honaf.de  the  property  of  the  citizens  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States,  and  in  like  manner,  that 
all  articles  not  being  contraband  of  war,  and  being 
the  growth  and  produce  of  the  enemies  colonics, 
may  be  brought  to  the  United  States,  and  after  having 
been  there  landed,  may  be  freely  carried  from  thence 
to  any'  port  of  Europe,  not  blockaded,  provided  such 
goods  shall  previously  have  been  entered  and  landed  in 
the  United  States  and  shall  have  paidthe  ordinary  du- 
ties on  colonial  articles  so  imported  for  home  con- 
sul option,,  and  on  re-exportation  shall  after  the  draw- 
back, remain  subject  to  a duty  equivalent  to  not  less 
than  two  per  cent,  aflvulorum  } and  provided  that 
the  said  goods,  and  vessels  conveying  the  same,  be 
bona  fide  the  property  of  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States.  Provided  always,  that  this  article, 
or  apy  thing  therein  contained  shall  not  operate  to 
the  prejudice  of  any  right  belonging  to  either  par- 
ty, but  that  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited 
for  the  article,  the  rights  of  both  sides  shall  revive 
and  he  in  full  force. 

Art.  13.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  make  spe- 
cial provisions  respecting  the  maritime  jurisdiction 
of  the  high  contracting  parties  on  the  coasts  of  their 
respective  possessions  in  -North  America,  on  account' 
of  peculiar  circumstances,  belonging  to  those  coasts, 
it  is  agreed  that  in  all  cases  where  one  of  the  said 
high,  contracting  parties  shall  be  engaged  in  war  and 
the  other  be  at  peace,  the  belligerent  power  shall 
pot  stop,  except  for 'the  purposes  hereafter  mention- 
ed, the  vessels  of  the  neutral  power,  or  the  unarmed 
vessels  of  the  other  nations,  within  five  maritime 
miles,  from  the  shore  belonging  to  the  said  neutral 
power  on  the  American  Seas. 

..  Provided,  that  the  said  stipulations  shall  not  take 
effect,  in  favor  of  the  ships  of  any  .nation  or  nations, 
which  shall  not  have  agreed  to  respect  the  limit 
aforesaid  as  the  line  of  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the 
smd  neutral  state.  And  it  is  further  stipulated,  that 
if  either  of  the  high contracting  parties  shall  beat 
war  with  any  nation  or  nations,  which  shall  not  have 
agreed  to  respect  the  said  special  limit  or  line  cf  ma- 
ritime Jurisdiction  herein  agreed  upon,  such  con- 
tracting party  shall  have  the  right  to  stop- or  search 
any  vessel  beyond  the  limit  of  a.  cannonVnpt,  or  three 
maritime  miles  from  the  said  coasts  of  the  neutral 
power,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  nation  to 
which  such  vessel  shall  belong ; and  with  respect  to 
. the  ships  and  property  of  the  nations  not  having 
agreed  to  respect  'the  aforesaid  line  of  jurisdiction, 
the  beijigerent  power  shall  exercise  the  saipe  rights 
?■,  if  this  article  did  not  exist*  and  the  several  pro- 
visions stipulated  by  this  article  shall  hays  full  force 
.and  effect  only  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent treaty. 

Art.  18.  With  respect  to  the  searching  of  mer- 
chants5 ships,  the  commanders  of  ships  of  war  and 
privateers  shall  conduct  themselves  as  favorable  as 
the  course  of  War  then  existing’  may  possibly  permit, 
fqv.uirds  the  most  friendly  power  that  may  remain 
neuter  j observing,  as  much  as  possible,  the  acknow- 
ledged principles  and  rules  oyf  the  law  of  nations  ; — 
jgy.l  'fop  tlpp  better  security  of  the  respective  subjects 
citj^ens  gf  tlje  contracting  parties,  and  to  pre* 


vent  their  suffering  injuries  by  the  men  of  war  or 
privateers  of  either  party,  all  commanders  of  ships 
of  war  and  privateers,  and  all  others  of  the  said  sub- 
jects and  citizens,  shall  forbear  doing  any  dam;  gc  to 
those  of  the  other  party,  or  committing  any  outrage 
against  them,  and  if  any  act  to  the  contrary,  they 
shall  be  punished,  and  shall  also  be  bound  in  their 
pci’son  and  estates  to  make  satisfaction  and  repara- 
tion for  all  damages,  and  the  interest  thereof,  of 
whatever  nature  the  said  damages  mar  be. 

For  this  cause  all  commanders  of  privateers,  be- 
fore they  receive  their  commissions  shall  hereafter  be 
compelled  to  give  before  a competent  judge,  suffici- 
ent security  by  at  least  two  responsible  sureties, who 
have  no  interest  in  the  privateer,  each  of  whom,  to- 
gether with  the  said  commander,  shall  be  jointly  and 
severally  bound  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  or  if  such  ships  be  provided  with  above  two 
hundred  and  fifty  seamen,  or  soldiers,  in  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  satisfy  all  damages  J 
and  injuries  winch,  the  privateers  or  officers,  or  men 
or  any  of  them,  may  do  or  commit  during  their  cruize 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  or  to  the  laws 
and  instructions  for  regulating  their  conduct,  and 
further,  that  in  all  cases  of  aggressions,  the  said 
commission  shall  be  revoked  and  annulled.  It.  is  also 
agreed,  that  whenever  a judge  of  a court  of  admiral- 
ty, of  either  of  the  parties,  shall  pronounce  sen- 
tence against  any  vessel  or  goods,  or  property,  be- 
longing’ to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  par- 
ty, a formal  and  duly  authenticated  copy  of  all  the 
proceedings  on  the  cause,  and  of  the  said  sentence, 
shall,  if  required,  be  delivered  to  the  commander 
of  the  said  vessel  without  the  smallest  delay,  he 
paving  all  legal  fees  and  demands  for  the  same. 

Art.  14.  It  is  further  agreed, that  both  the  said  con- 
tracting parties  shall  not  only  refuse  to  receive  any 
pirates  into  any  of  their  ports, havens  or  towns, or  per- 
mit any  of  their  inhabitants  to  receive,  protect,  har- 
bor, conceal  or  assist  them  in  any  maimer,  but  will 
bring  to  condign  punishment  all  such  inhabitants  as 
shall  be  guilty  of  such  acts  or  offences.  And  all 
their  ships,  with  the  goods  or  iperchandize  takeu  by 
them  and  brought  into  the  port  of  either  of  the  said 
parties,  shall  be  seized  as  far  as  they  can  be  disco- 
vered, and  shall  bo  restored  to  the  owners  or  the 
factors  or  agents  duly  deputed,  and  authorised  in 
writing  by  them,  (proper  evidence  being  shewn  ip 
the  court  of  admiralty  for  proving  the  property) 
even  in  case  such  effects  should  have  passed  into 
other  hands  by  sale,  if  it  be  proved  that  the  buyers 
knew,  or  had  good  reason  to  believe  or  suspect,  that 
they  had  been  piraticaily  taken. 

Art.  15.  It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  the  subjects 
and  citizens  of  the  two  nations  shall  not  dp  any  acts 
of  hostility  or  violence  against  each  other,  nor  ac- 
cept commissions  or  instructions  so  to  act,  from  any 
foreign  prince  or  state,  enemies  to  the  other  party, 
nor  shall  the  enemies  of  ope  of  thfe  ^parties  be  per- 
mitted to  invite  or  endeavor  to  enlist  in  the  military 
service,  any  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other 
party ; and  the  laws  against  all  sugIi  offences  and 
aggressions  shall  be  punctually  executed  ; and  if  any 
subject  or  citizen  of  the  said  parties,  respectively, 
sh  11  accept  any  foreign  commission  o^“  letters  of 
marque  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  a privateer 
against  the  other  party,  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
lawful  for  the  party  to  treat  and  punish  the  said  sub- 
ject or  citizen,  having  such  commission  or  letters  of 
marque,  as  a pirate. 

Art.  16.  It  is  expressly  stipulated  that  neither  of 
the  said  contracting  parties  will  order  or  authorise 
any  acts  of  reprisal  against  the  other,  or  complaints 
of  injuries  and  damages,  until  the  said  party  shall 
first  have  presented  to  the  other  a statement  thereof 
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Terffiedby  competent  proof  and  evidence,  and  (lc-  coast,  nor  within  the  jurisdiction  described  in  arti- 
xnanded  justice  and  satisfaction,  and  the  same  shall. clc  12,  so  long'  as  the  provisions  of  the  said  artiHe 
either  have  been  refused  or  unreasonably  delayed.  shall  he  in  force,  by  ships  of  war,  or  others  having 
Art.  If.  The  shins  of  war  of  each  of  the  contracting- ! commissions  from  any  prime,  republic  or  state  what- 


parties, shall  at  all  times  be  hospitably  received  in  the 
ports  of  the  other,  their  officers  and  crews  paying- 
due.  respect  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the  coun- 
try. The  officers  shall  be  treated  with  that  respect 
which  is  due  to  the  commissions  which  they  bear; 
and  if  any  insult  should  be  offered  to  them  by  any  of 
ilie  inhabitants,  all  offenders  in  this  respect  shall  be 
punished  as  disturbers  of  tiie  peace  and  amity  be- 
tween tbe  two  countries.  And  both  contracting  par- 
ties agree,  that  in  case  any  vessel  of  the  one  should, 
by  stress  of  weather,  danger  from  enemies,  or 

other  misfortunes,  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  tinning-  their  trade  so  Ion 
seeking  shelter  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  oilier,  into 
•which  such  vessels  could  not  in  ordinary  cases,  claim 
to  be  admitted,  she  shall  on  manifesting  that  neces- 
sity to  the  satisfaction  of  the  government  of  the  place, 
be  hospitably  received,  and  permitted  to  refit,  and 
to  purchase  at  the  market  price  such  necessaries  as 
she  may  stand  in  need  of,  conformably  to  such  orders 
and  regulations  as  the  government  of  the  place,  hav- 


ever : but  in  case  it  should  so  happen,  the  party 
whose  territorial  rights  shall  thus  have  been  violat- 
ed, shall  use  lbs  utmost  endeavors  io  obtain  from  the 
offending  party,  full  and  ample  satisfaction  for  the 
vessel  or  vessels  so  taken,  whether  the  same  be  ves- 
sels of  war  or  merchant  vessels. 

Article  20.  If  at  any  time  a rupture  should  take 
place  (which  (iod  forbid)  between  bis  majesty  and 
the  United  States,  the  merchants  and  others  of  each 
of  the  two  nations,  residing  in  the  dominions  of  the 
other,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  remaining  and  cc'm- 
as  they  do  it  peaceably, 
and  commit  no  offence  against  tiie  laws  ; and  in  csise 
their  conduct  should  render  them  suspected,  and  the 
respective  governments  should  think  proper  to  order 
them  to  remove,  the  term  of  12  months,  from  the 
publication  of  the  order,  shall  he  allowed  them  for 
that  purpose,  to  remove  with  their  families,  effects, 
and  property.  But  this  favor  shall  not  be  extended 
to  those  who  shall  act  contrary  to  the  established 


ing  respect  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  shall!  laws;  and  for  greater  certainty,  it  is  declared)  that 
prescribe.  She  shall  not  be  allowed  to  break  bulk  j such  rupture  shall  not  be  deemed  to  exist  whilfr  ne- 
or  unload  her  cargo,  unless  the  same  shall  be  bona  jgociat ions  for  accommodating  differences  shall  be 
fide  necessary  to  her  being  refitted  ; nor  shall  she  be  j depending*,  nor  until  the  respective  ambassadors  or 
obliged  to  pay  any  duties  whatever,  except  only  on  ministers,  if  such  there  shall  be',  shall  be  recalled 
such  articles  as  she  may  be  permitted  to  sell  for  the  or  sent  home  on  account  of  such  differences,  and  not 


purpose  aforesaid. 

Art.  18.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  priva- 
teers (not  being  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  of 
tiie  said  parties)  who  have  commissions  from 
any  power  or  state  in  enmity  with  either  nation, 
to  arm  their  ships  hi  the  ports  of  either  of  the  said 
parties,  nor  to  sell  what  they  have  taken,  nor  in  any 
other  manner  to  exchange  the  same,  nor  shall  they 
be  allowed  to  purchase  more  provisions  than  shall  be 
necessary  for  their  going  to  the  nearest  port  of  that 
prince  or  state  from  whom  they  obtained  their  com- 
missions. 

Art.  19.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  and 
privateers  belonging  to  the  said  parties  respectively, 
to  carry  whithersoever  they  please,  the  ships,  and 
goods  taken  from  their  enemies,  without  being  oblig- 
ed to  pay  any  fees  to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty, 
or  to  any  j udges  whatever,  nor  shall  the  said  prizes, 
,be  detained  or  seized,  nor  shall  the  searchers  or 
other  officers  of  those  places  .visit  such  prizes  (ex- 
cept for  .the  purpose  of  preventing  the  carrying  of 
any  part  of  the  cargo  thereof  on  shore  in  any  manner 
contrary  to  their  established  laws  of  revenue,  navi- 
gation, or  commerce)  nor  shall  such  officers  hike 
cognizance  of  the  validity  of  such  prize,  but  they 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  hoist  sail,  and  depart  as  speedi- 
ly as  may  be,  and"  carry  their  said  prizes  to  the  places 
mentioned  in  their  commissions  or  patents,  which 
the  commanders  of  the  said  ships  of  war  or  privateers 
shall  be  obliged  to  shew.  .Nor  shelter  or  refuge 
shall  be  given  in  their  ports  to  such  as  have  made  a 
prize  upon  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  of  the 
said  parties ; but  if  forced  by  stress  of  weather  or 
the  dangers  of  the  sea  to  enter  them,  particular  care 
shall  be  taken  to  hasten  their  departure,  and  cause 
them  to  retire  as  soon  as  possible;  noth  ing  in  this 
treaty  contained  shall  however  be  construed  to  ope- 
rate contrary  to  the  former  and  existing  public  trea- 
ties with  other  sovereigns  or  states ; but  the  two 
parties  agree,  that  while  they  continue  in  amity,  nei- 
ther of  them  will  in  future  make  any  treaty,  that 
shall  be  inconsistent  with  this  or  the  preceding  ar- 
ticles. Neither  of  the  said  parties  shall  permit  the 
ships  or  goods  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of-the  other,  to  be  taken  within  cannon  shot  of  the 


on  account  of  personal  misconduct,  according  to 
the  nature  and  degree  of  which  both  parties  retain 
their  rights,  either’to  request  the  recal,  or  imme- 
diately to  send  home  the  ambassador  or  minister  of 
the  other ; and  that  without  prejudice  to  the  mutual 
friendship  and  good  understanding. 

Art.  21.  It  is  further  agreed  that  his  majesty  and 
the  United  States,  on  mutual  requisitions  by  them 
respectively,  or  by  their  respective  ministers^  or  offi- 
cers authorised  to  make  the  same,  will  deliver  up  to 
justice  all  persons  who  being  charged  with  murder 
or  forgery,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  ei- 
ther shall  seek  an  assylum  within  any  of  the  coun- 
tries of  the  other,  provided  that  this  shall  be  done 
on  such  evidence  of  criminality,  as,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  place  where  the  fugitive  or  person  so 
charged  shall  be  found,  would  justify  his  apprehen- 
sion and  commitment  for  trial,  if  the  offence  had 
there  been  committed.  The  expense  of  such  appre- 
hension and  delivery  shall  be  borne  and  defrayed  by 
those  who  make  the  requisition,  and  receive  the 
fugitive. 

Art.  22.  In  the  event  of  shipwreck  happening  in  a 
place  belonging  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  not  only  every  assistance  shall  be 
given  to  the  unfortunate  persons  and  no  violence 
done  to  them,  but  also  the  effects  which  thcyr  shall 
have  thrown  out  of  the  ships  into  the  sea,  shall  not 
be  concealed  or  detained,  nor  damaged  under  any 
pretext  whatever.  On  the  contrary  the  above  men- 
tioned effects  and  merchandize  shall  be  preserved 
and  restored  to  them  upon  a suitable  recompcnce  Le- 
ing- given  to  those  who  shall  have  assisted  in  saving 
their  persons,  vessels  and  effects. 

Art.  23.  And  it  being  the  intention  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  that  the  people  of  their  respec- 
tive dominions  shall  continue  to  he  on  the  footing  of 
the  most  favored  natioft,  it  is  agreed  that  in  case  ei- 
ther party  shall  hereafter  grant  any  additional  ad- 
vantages in  navigation  or  trade  to  any  other  nation, 
the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  party- shall  fully 
participate  therein. 

Art.  24.  The  high  contracting  parties  engage  to 
communicate  to  each  other,  without  delay,  all  such 
laws  its  have  been  or  shall  be  hereafter  enacted  by 
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their  respective  legislatures,  as  also  all  measures 
which  shall  have  been  taken  for  the  abolition  or  limi- 
tation of  the  African  slave  trade : and  they  further 
agree  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  co-j 
operation  of  other  powers  for  the  final  and  complete! 
abolition  of  a trade  so  repugnant  to  the  principles  of 
justice  and  humanity. 

Art.  25.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  nothing 
herein  contained,  shall  contravene  or  effect  the  due 
execution  of  a treaty  or ’treaties  now  actually  sub- 
sisting between  either  of  the  hig'h  contracting  par- 
ties; and  any  other  power  or  powers. 

Art.  26.  'rhis  treaty,  when  the  same  shall  have 
been  ratified  by  his  majesty,  and  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  advice  of  their  senate, 
and  the  respective  ratifications  mutually  exchanged, 
shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  on  his  majesty,  and 
on  .the  said  states  for  ten  years,  from  the  date  of  the 
exchange  of  the  said  ratification,  and  shall  be  reci- 
procally executed  in  the  most  sincere  regard  to  good 
faith. 

in  faith  whereof  we,  the  wiclersigned  plenipotentiaries 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  commissioners  extraordinary p and  plenipo- 
tentiaii.es  oh  the  part  of  the  TJnitedStat.es  of  America, 
have  signed  this  present  treaty,  and  have  caused  to 
be  affixed,  thereto  the  seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  London,  this  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
o.ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

Seal  f Signed ) VASSAL  HOLLAND. 

Seal  f Signed ) AUKLAND. 

Seal  C Signed J JAMES  MONROE. 

Seal  fjignedj  WILL  AM  PINCKNEY. 

KOTE. 

Of  the  British  commissioners  accompanying  the  forego- 
ing treaty. 

Loxnox,  Dec.  31,  1806. 

The  undersigned,  Henry  Richard  Vassal,  Lord 
Hqllaiul,  and.  William  lord  Aukland,  plenipotentiaries 
of  his  Britannic  majesty,  have  the  honor  to  inform 
James  Monroe  and  William  Pinckney,  commission- 
ers extraordinary  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  they  are  now  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce and  navigation,  on  the  articles  of  which  they 
have  mutually  agreed. 

But  at  the  same  time  they  have  it  in  command 
from  his  majesty,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  to  some  extraordi- 
nary proceedings  which  have  lately  taken  place  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  to  communicate  to 
them  officially  the  sentiments  os'  his  majesty’s  go- 
vernment thereupon. 

Thie  proceedings  alluded  to  are  certain  declara- 
tions and  orders  of  the  French  government  issued  at 
Berlin  on  the  21st  of  November  last. 

In  those  orders,  the  French  government  seeks  to 
justify  or  palliate  its  own  unjust  pretentions,  by  im- 
puting- to  Great  Britain  principles  which  she  never 
professed,  and  practices  which  never  existed.  His 
majesty  is  accused  of  a systematic  and  general  dis- 
regard of  the  law  of  nations,  recognized  by  civiliz- 
ed states,  and  more  particularly  of  an  unwarrant- 
able extension,  of  the  right  of  blockade  ; whereas 
has  majesty  may  confidently  appeal  to  the  world,  on 
his  uniform  respect  to  neutral  rights,  and  his  gene- 
ral and  scrupulous  adherence  to  the  law.  of  nations, 
without  condescending  to  contrast  his  conduct  in 
these  particulars  with  that  of  his  enemy  ; and  with 
regard  to  the  only  specific  charge,  it  is  notorious  that 
he  lias  never  declared  any  ports  to.  be  in  a state  of 
blockade,  without  allotting  to  that  object  a force 


sufficient  to  make  the  entrance  into  them  manifestly 
dangerous. 

By  such  allegations,  unfounded  as  they  are,  the 
enemy  attempts  to  justify  his  pretensions  of  confis- 
cating as  lawful  prize,  all  produce  of  English  indus- 
try or  manufacture  though  it  be  the  property  of  neu- 
trals ; of  excluding  from  his  harbors  every  neutral 
vessel  which  has  touched  at  any  port  of  his  majesty** 
dominions,  though  employed  in  an  innocent  com- 
merce, and  of  declaring  Great  Britain  to  be  in  a state 
of  blockade,  though  his  own  naval  ports  and  arsenals 
’are  actually  blockaded,  and  he  is  unable  to  station 
any  naval  force  whatever,  before  any  port  of  the  unit- 
ed kingdom. 

Such  principles  are  in  themselves  extravagant  and 
repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations  ; and  the  pretensions 
founded  on  them,  though  professedly  directed  solely 
against  Great  Britain,  tend  to  alter  the  practice  of 
war  among  civilized  nations,  and  utterly  to  subvert 
the  rights  and  independence  of  neutral  powers.  The 
undersigned  cannot,  therefore,  believe  that  the  ene- 
my will  ever  seriously  attempt  to  enforce  such  a 
system.  If  he  should,  they  are  confident  that  the  good 
sense  of  the  American  government  will  perceive  the 
fatal  consequences  of  such  pretensions  to  neutral 
commerce,  and  that  its  spirit  and  regard  to  national 
honor  will  prevent  its  acquiescence  in  such  palpable 
violations  of  its  rights,  and  injurious  encroachments 
on  its  interests. 

If  however  the  enemy  should  carry  these  threats 
into  execution,  and  if  neutral  nations,  contrary  to  all 
expectations,  should  acquiesce  in  such  usurpations, 
his  majesty  might  probably  be  compelled,  however 
reluctantly,  to  retaliate  in  his  just  defence,  and  to 
adopt,  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations 
with  his  enemies,  the  same  measures  which  those 
nations  shall  have  permitted  to  be  enforced  ag-ainst 
their  commerce  with  his  subjects.  The  commission- 
ers of  the  United  States  will  therefore  feel,  that  at  a 
moment  when  his  majesty  and  all  neutral  nations  are 
threatened  with  such  an  extension  of  the  bellige- 
rent pretensions  of  his  enemies,  he  cannot  enter  into 
the  stipulations  of  the  present  treaty,  without  expla- 
nation from  the  United  States  of  their  intentions,  or 
a reservation  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  in  the  c‘ase 
above  mentioned,  if  it  should  ever  occur. 

The  undersigned  considering  that  the  distance  of 
the  American  government  renders  any  immediate  ex- 
planation on  this  subject  impossible,  and  animated 
by  a desire  of  forwarding  the  beneficial  work  in 
which  they  are  engaged,  are  authorised  by  his  ma- 
jesty to  conclude  the  treaty  without  delay.  They 
proceed  to  the  signature  under  the  full  persuasion 
that  before  the  treaty  shall  be  returned  from  Ame- 
rica with  the  ratification  of  the  United  States,  the 
enemy  will  either  have  formally  abandoned  or  tacitly 
1 relinquished  his  unjust  pretensions,  or  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  by  its  conduct  or  as- 
surances, will  have  given  security  to  his  majesty  that 
it  will  not  submit  to  such  innovations  in  the  estab- 
lished system  of  maritime  law  ; and  the  undersign- 
ed have  presented  this  note  from  an  anxious  wish 
that  it  should  be  clearly  understood  on  both  sides, 
that  without  such  an  abandonment  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  or  such  assurances,  or  such  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  his  majesty  will  not 
consider  himself  bound  by  the  present  signature  of 
his  commissioners  to  ratify  the  treaty,  or  precluded 
from  adopting  such  measures  as  may  seem  necessary 
for  counteracting  the  designs  of  his  enemy. 

The  undersigned  cannot  conclude  Without  express- 
ing tneir  satisfaction  on  the  prospect  of  accomplish- 
ing an  object  so  important  to  the  interests  and  friend- 
ly connection  of  both  nations,  and  their  just  sense  of 
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the  conciliatory  disposition  manifested  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  during  the  whole, 
course  of  the  negotiation. 

( Signed  ) VASSAL  HOLLAND. 

• A URL  AND. 

To  James  Monroe,  &c.  £Jc.  Cfc. 

William  Pinckney,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

New  Sicilian  Constitution. 

Londox,  September  14. 

Despatches  arc  said  to  have  been  received  by 
ministers  from  lord  William  Bentinck,  announcing 
the  important  intelligence  of  the  Sicilians  having 
adopted  a new  constitution.  The  following  letter, 
contains  an  outline  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Sicilian 
parliament. 

“ Palermo,  July  24,  1812. 

“ >1>  rear  r i—‘ The  parliament  held  their  second 
sitting  (fu*st  ter  dispatch  of  business)  on  the  20lh 
when  the  following  fourteen  articles  were  resolved 
end  passed  through  the  three  chambers,  by  a large 
majority,  in  spite  of  the  influence  of  the  court.-— 
!f  here  is  not  perhaps  in  history,  so  remarkable  a re 
\ . ition  brought  about  with  so  much  tranquility.—-. 
The  barons  have  given  up  their  feudal  rights,  and 
if  the  resolutions  are  followed  up,  of  which  I have 
no  doubt,  the  people  will  be  free. 

“ Our  mmister  deserves  the  highest  credit  for  his 
conduct — the  Sicilians  admit  that  they  owe  every 
thing  to  his  moderation,  good  sense,  and  firmness. 

“1st.  The  supreme  authority  of  makirtg  laws  and 
imposing  taxes,  is  vested  alone  in  the  nation. 

“ 2d.  The  executive  power  is  in  the  king. 

“ 3d.  Judicial  authority  is  in  the  magistrates,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  parliament. 

“4th.  The  king’s  person  is  sacred. 

“ 5th.  The  ministers  are  responsible  to  parlia- 
ment. 

“6th.  The  two  chambers  to  consist  of  lords  and 
commons,  and  the  clergy  to  have  seats  in  the  former. 

“ 7th.  'File  barons  to  have  only  one  vote  each. 

ff  8th.  The  right  of  assembling  parliament  is  in 
the  king  and  necessary  every  year. 

“9th.  The  nation  sole  protector  of  the  state. 

“ 10th.  No  Sicilian  can  be  judged  or  condemned, 
except  by  laws  to  be  recognized  by  parliament. 

“ 11th.  The  feudal  law  is  abolished,  as  well  as 
the  right  of  investiture  (monoply.) 

“12th.  The  privileges  of  the  barons,  over  their 
vassals,  is  also  abolished. 

“ 13th.  Every  proposition,  relative  to  taxation, 
must  originate,  in  the  lower  chamber,  and  be  ap- 
proved by  the  upper. 

“ 14th.  A modification  of  the  British  constitution 
to  he  recommended  this  session. 

“ The  parliament  had  their  second  meeting  last 
night,  the  24th.  The  ecclesiastical  chamber  sent  a 
deputation  to  the  lords,  stating,  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  first  article  of  the  resolution  should  go  to 
establish  the  religion  of  the  country,  which  was 
carried,  after  a debate.  It  was  then  resolved,  that 
the  articles  already  voted  by  the  three  chambers, 
should  be  forthwith  presented  to  the  king  for  his 
sanction,  previous  to  any  further  proceedings,  it 
being  argued  that  if  the  king  should  put  his  'veto  on 
these  resolutions  (which  were  to  form  the  basis  of 
the  constitution)  any  superstructure  formed  upon 
them  must  fall  to  the  ground.  There  were  only  six 
dissentient  voices  on  this  question.  Princes  Frabbeia 
Cassino  (the  present  minister  of  the  interior)  Cuto 
and  Lucchisi  Niscemi  and  two  others,  voted  with 
tile  court.  Butema,  the  premier  baron,  gave  tlie 
first  vpice  for  tfie  articles  being  immediately  pre- 
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sented.  Their  deliberations  continued  to  a late 
hour. 

“ The  marquis  Salvo  proposed  and  carried  the  9th 
resolution  against  the  ministers. 

“Prince  Belmonts  made  a most  eloquent  speech, 
and  to  his  perseverance,  ability  and  firmness,  every 
credit  is  due. 

“ The  marquis  Salvo  also  proposed  the  trial  by 
jury,  which  was  opposed  by  the  lords,  but  carried 
in  the  commons. 

“ The  duke  of  Sperlcnea  proposed  and  carried  the 
motion  relative  to  the  feudal  law,  on  winch  occa- 
sion he  delivered  a brilliant  speech. 

“I  have  little  more  to  add,  than  that  the  parlia- 
ment is  declared  permanent  until  the  constitution  is 
formed — I must  conclude,  as  the  courier  is  going  to 
l>e  dispatched,  and  I write  this  in  the  greatest  haste.” 


REVOLUTIONARY  VIRTUE. 

In  times  of  trial  it  is  wholesome  to  refer  to  the  past  for  excite- 
ments to  virtue.  There  i.->a  certain  indescribable  something  in 
tlie  mind  of  man  that  impels  him  “to  emulate  the  deeds  of  his 
ancestors.”  We  are  yet  a young  nation,  and  have  the  fewer 
instances  to  boast  of;  but  the  eventful  revolution  brought  to 
litfht  many  striking?  cases  that  will  remain  forever  as  glorious  mo- 
numents of  American  fame.  The  following  is  apposite  to  the 
present  state  of  things : 

When  lord  Charles  Grenville  Montague  raised  his 
regiment  in  South  Carolina,  during  the  late  war,  to 
induce  general  Moultrie  to  accept  of  the  command 
and  enter  the  British  service,  he  wrote  him  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

March  11,  1781. 

A sincere  wish  to  promote  what  may  be  to  your- 
advantage,  induces  me  now  to  write.  The  freedom 
with  which  we  have  often  conversed,  makes  me  hope 
you  will  not  take  amiss  what  I say. 

My  own  principles  respecting  the  commencement, 
of  this  unfortunate  war  are  well  known  to  you  : of 
| course  you  can  also  conceive  that  what  I mention  to 
you  is  of  friendship.  You  have  now  fought,  bravely 
in  the  cause  of  your  country  for  many  years,  and  in 
my  opinion,  fulfilled  the  duty  an  individual  owes  it  : 
You  have  had  your  share  of  hardships  and  diffi- 
culties-: and  if  the  contest  is  $till  to  be  continued, 
vounger  hands  should  now  take  the  toil  from  you.—. 
You  have  now  an  opening  of  quitting  that  service 
with  honor  and  reputation  to  yourself,  by  going  tc 
Jamaica  with  me.  The  world  will  readily  attribute 
it.  to  the  known  friendship  that  has  subsisted  between 
us,  and  by  quitting  this  country  for  a short  time,  you 
would  avoid  any  disagreeable  conversations,  and 
might  return  at  your  leisure  to  take  possession  of 
your  estates  for  yourself  and  family  The  regiment.  I 
am  going  with  I am  to  command  ; the  only  proof  i 
can  give  you  of  my  sincerity  is,  that  I will  quit  that 
command  to  you  with  pleasure,  and  serve  under  you. 
I earnestly  wish  1 could  he  the  instrument  to  effect 
what  I propose,  as  I think  it.  would  be  a great  means 
towards  promoting  that  reconciliation  we  all  wish.— • 
A thousand  circumstances  concur  to  make  this  a 
proper  period  for  you  to  embrace;  our  old  acquaint 
ance,  my  having  been  formerly  governor  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  the  interest  I have  with  the  present  com- 
mander. 

I give  you  rav  honour  that  what  I Wi  ite  is  entirefv 
unknownto  the  commander,  or  any  one  else,  and  so 
shall  your  answer  be,  if  you  favor  me  with  one. 

Your’s  sincerely, 

CM  A K.LES  MONTA  GUT. 

To  brigadier-general  Charles  Moidtrie. 

ANSWER. 

JhiddreU’’ s-Poivt , Jl  lurch  13,  178  U 

My  Lord — I received  your’s  this  morning,  f 
thank  you  for  your  wish  to  promote  my  advantage, 
but  am  much  susprised  at  your  proposition.  * i 
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flattered  myself  I stood  in  a more  favor., blc  light 
with  you.  I shall  write  with  the  same  freedom  with 
which  we  used  to  converse,  and  doubt  not  you  will 
receive  it  with  the  same  candor.  I have  often  heard 
you  express  your  sentiments  respecting  this  unfortu- 
nate war — when  you  thought,  the  Americans  injured ; 
but  am  now  astonished  to  find  you  taking  an  active 
part  against  them — though  not  fighting  particularly 
on  the  continent — yet  the  seducing  their  soldiers 
away  to  enlist  in  the  British  service,  is  nearly  similar. 

My  lord,  you  arc  pleased  to  compliment  me  with 
liaving  fought  bravely  in  my  country’s  cause,  for  ma- 
ny years,  and,  in  your  opinion,  fulfilled  the  duty  eve- 
ry individual  owes  it : but  I differ  widely  with  you 
in  thinking  that  I have  discharged  my  duty  to  my 
country,  while  it  is  deluged  with  blood,  and  over-, 
run  by  British  troops,  who  exercise  the  most  savage 
cruelties.  When  I entered  into  this  contest,  I did  it 
with  the  most  mature  deliberation,  with  a determin- 
ed resolution  to  risk  my  life  and  fortune  in  the  cause. 
The  hardships  I have  gone  through  1 look  upon  with 
the  greatest  pleasure  and  honor  to  myself.  I shall  con- 
tinue to  go  on  as  I have  begun,  that  my  example  may 
encourage  the  youths  of  America,  to  stand  forth  in 
defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties.  You  call  upon 
me  now,  and  tell  me  I have  a fair  opening  of  quit- 
ting that  service  with  honor  and  reputation  to  myself, 
by  going  with  you  to  Jamaica.  Good  God  ! is  it  pos- 
sible that  such  an  idea  could  arise  in  the  breast  of  a 
man  of  honor  ? I am  sorry  you  should  imagine  I have 
so  little  regard  to-my  own  reputation,  as  to  listen  to 

such  dishonorable  proposals.- Would  you  wish  to 

have  that  man  honored  with  your  friendship,  play  the 
traitor  ? — Surely  not. 

You  say,  by  quitting  this  country  for  a time  I 
might  avoid  disagreeable  conversations,  and  might 
return  at  my  own  leisure,  and  take  possession  of  my 
estates  for  myself  and  family  ; but  you  have  forgot  to 
tell  me  how  I could  get  rid  of  the  feelings  of  an  in- 
jured honest  heart,  and  where  to  hide  myself'  from 
myself.  Gould  I be  guilty  of  so  much  baseness,  I 
should  hate  myself  and  shun  mankind,  T^his  would 
be  a fatal  exchange  for  the  present  situation,  with  an 
easy  and  approving  conscience,  of  having  done  my 
duty,  and  conducted  myself  as  a man  of  honor. 

My  lord,  I am  sorry  to  observe,  that  I feel  your 
friendship  much  abated,  or  your  would  not  endeavor 
to  prevail  upon  me  to  act  so  base  part.  You  earn- 
estly wish  you  could  bring*  it  about,  as  you  think  it 
will  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  that  reconcilia- 
tion: we  all  wish  for.  1 wish  for  a reconciliation  as 
much  as  any  man,  but  only  upon  honorable  terms. — 
The  re -possessing  my  estates  ; the  offer  of  the  com- 
mand of  your  regiment,  and  the  honor  you  propose 
of  serving  under  me,  are  paltry  considerations  to  the 
Toss  of  my  reputation.  No,  not  the  fee-simple  of  that 
valuable  island  of  Jamaica,  should  induce  me  to  part 
with  my  integrity. 

My  lord,  as  you  have  made  one  proposal,  give  me 
leave  to  make  another,  which  will  be  more  honorable 
to  us  both.  As  you  have  an  interest  with  your  com- 
manders, I would  have  you  propose  the  withdrawing 
the  British  troops  from  the  continent  of  America, 
allowing  independence  and  propose  a peace.  This 
being  done,  I will  use  rm«  interest  with  my  comman- 
ders to  accept  of  the  terms,  and  allow  Great  Britain 
a free  trade  with  America. 

Mv  lord,  I could  make  one  more  proposal — but  my 
situation  as  a prisoner,  circumscribes  me  within  cer- 
tain bounds.  I must,  therefore,  conclude  with  al- 
lowing you  the  free  liberty  to  make  what  use  of  this 
yon  may  think  proper.  Think  better  of  me. 

I am,  my  lord,  vour  lordship’s  most  humble  ser- 
vant. ' WM-  MjGUBTKIS. 

To  Lord  Cbarfep 


MILITARY. 

The  advance  of  the  northern  army,  6000  strong, 
jparaded  to  march  from  Plattsburg  tor  Canada  on  tlie 
16th  inst.  Gen.  Dearborn  was  then  at  that  place, 
but  would  not  go  with  the  army.  It  would  be  com- 
manded by  gen.  Chandler,  as  gen.  Bloomfield  was 
sick.  Such  is  the  latest  intelligence  from  the  north. 

The  Petersburg  Volunteers,  on  their  way  to  the 
frontiers, passing  Charlotteville,  partook  of  an  elegant 
entertainment  prepared  for  them  by  Mr.  Jefferson. — 
A similar  company  is  organized  in  Richmond,  and 
J.  Lewis,  esq.  of  Mount  Atlwis,  imr  Lynchburg,  has 
undertaken  to  raise  a regiment,  with  every  prospect 
of  success.  These  are  twelve -month’s-men,  at  the 
disposal  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
all  respects  as  regular  troops. 

Nine  companies  of  militia  exempts  have  been  or- 
ganized in  the  western  counties  of  New-York. 

Inhere  is  a disposition  in  many  to  attribute  great 
blame  to  major-general  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  New- 
York  militia,  for  the  failure  of  his  attack  upon  Queens* 
ton , on  several  grounds — as,  that  he  neglected  to 
obtain  the  requisite  number  of  boats,  which  might; 
have  been  easily  had — that  the  men  were  badly  sup- 
plied with  ammunition,  and  that,  more  than  all,  he 
did  not  avail  himself  of  brigadier-general  Smyth’s 
regulars,  as  lie  might  and  could  have  done,  who 
would  have  secured  a victory — as  well  as  because  the 
landing  w as  effected  in  the  most  diffioult  and  impru- 
dent spot  between  the  lakes  : with  a high  shore  and 
a stream  vexed  bv  powerful  eddies.  But  the  gene- 
ral’s official  statement  is  before  the  public,  and  we 
shall  not  attempt  to  impeach  it  but  by  testimony  of 
the  same  imposing  authority. 

It  is  unpleasant  to  remark  with  what  avidity  some 
men,  for  mere  party  purposes,  seize  upon  every  lit- 
tle incident  tending  to  discredit  the  American  arms. 
Nay,  not  content  with  the  naked  facts  as  they  are, 
th*y  contrive  to  distort  them  into  the  most  frightful 
shapes — and,  if  the  “truth  embellished ” will  not  make 
the  story  tell  -well,  they  curiously  invent  a few  par- 
ticulars to  give  it  tiie  needful  graces.  War  is  a new 
business  in  America,  and  there  few  things  that  so 
much  require  that  kind  of  knowledge  which  is  only 
to  be  obtained  by  experience.  Though  continually 
engaged  in  it,  Great  Britain  has  committed  as  stupid 
blunders  as  any  that  w'e  have — nay,  that  we  cap  be 
guilty  of- — - Quiberoon  and  Watcheven  are  cases  in 
point ; and  fifty  others  might  be  noted  in  half  an 
Hour’s  examination,  that  have  occurred  during  the 
present  w ar  with  France. 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Queenston,  has  arrived  at  Albany. 

A Montreal  paper  mentions  that  50  or  60  Ameri- 
cans, from  Swanton,  (Vt.)  in  a frolic,  passed  the 
lines  to  an  inn,  where  they  drank  a bucket  of  gin 
sling,  which  they  paid  for,  struck  up  the  tunc  of 
Yankee  Doodle,  and  retired  peaceably.  They  were 
well  equipped. 

If  it  were  our  practice  to  offer  comments  upon 
public  papers,  we  should  find  ample  cause  for  them 
on  considering  the  address  of  general  Smyth. 

Gen.  Harrison  was  at  Franklinton,  (O.)  about  the 
12th  inst.  The  progress  of  the  supplies  and  ordi- 
nance of  the  army  lias  been  greatly  retarded  by  ex- 
cessive rains  : but  active  hostilities  may  soon  be  looked 
[for. 

j He  expected  to  be  at  Miami  on  the  20th.  The 
I army  was  well  provisioned. 

i Eight  waggons  laden  with  specie,  for  the  pay 
i the  troops,  hWe  arrived  at  Pittsburg. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head  Quarters,  F.lizabeth-Toim,  JVov.  16, 1812. 
The  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  New-Jer- 


man,  the  child,  the  maid  and  the  matron,  shall  b 
secure  from  wrong.  If  \v$  conquer,  we  will  “ con- 
quer  but  to  save.” 


sev,  in  consequence  of  a particular  communication 
from  the  general  commanding  at  New- York  and  its 
dependencies,  thinks  it  prudent  that  all  the  Uniform 
Companies,  whether  cavalry,  artillery,  light-infan- 
try, or  riflemen  within  the  state,  do  hold  themslves 
in  readiness  upon  a previous  notice  of  twenty-four 
hours  to  take  the  field  duly  equipped,  each  man  hav- 
ing’ one  good  blanket,  and  four  days  provisions  ready 

cooked The  captains  commanding  companies 

of  artillery  will  make  contracts  of  the  United 
States,  for  a suitable  number  of  horses  and  dri- 
vers (by  -the  day)  to  transport  their  respect- 
ive field-pieces  and  their  apparatus,  to  be  paid  only 
from  the  time  of  the  order  to  march  until  their  re- 
turn ; and  also  will  take  immediate  measures  as  are 
allowed  by  law,  to  put  into  good  order  every  thing 
necessary  for  such  transportation. 

Each  captain  of  an  uniform  company  will  make  an 
immediate  return  of  the  present  state  of  his  compa- 
ny both  as  to  men  and  their  munitions,  adding  such 
general  remarks,  in  regard  to  their  present  ability  to 
take  the  field,  as  lie  may  think  proper,  and  transmit 
the  same  to  the  commander  in  chief  without  delay. 

' As  these  volunteer  corps,  in  all  sudden  emergen- 
cies, form  the  first  ami  best  defence  of  the  state,  it 
is  hoped  that  such  as  may  be  able,  will  display  their 
zeal  in  joining  themselves  to  some  one  or  other  of 
these  uniform  companies,  as  circumstances  or  incli- 
nation may  lead,  thus- proving  themselves  a race  of 
Jerscymeu  not  unworthy  of  their  fathers. 

AARON  OGDEN, 

Commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  Mc-m- Jersey. 

Canandaigua,  Nov.  12, 1812. 
Wo  hasten  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  following 
hand  bill,  which  was  this  day  politely  handed  to 
us  by  lieutenant  Roosevelt,  who  is  ordered  by  ge- 
neral Smyth  to  proceed  “ to  the  counties  of  Onta- 
rio, Seneca,  and  Cayuga,  to  bring  on  such  volun- 
teers as  will  cross,  the  river  Niagara  into  Canada, 
and  perform  a month’s  service  in  the  army.” 

TO  THE  MEN  OF  NEW-YORK. 

For  many  years  you  have  seen  your  country  op- 
pressed with  numerous  wrongs.  Your  government, 
although  above  all  others  devoted  to  peace,  has  been 
forced  to  draw  the  sword  and  rely  for  redress  of  in- 
juries on  the  valor  of  the  American  people. 

That  valor  has  been  conspicuous.  But  the  nation 
has  been  unfortunate  in  the  election  of  some  of  those 
who  have  directed  it.  On^.army  has  been  disgrace- 
fully surrendered  and  lost.  Another  has  been  sacri- 
ficed by  a precipitate  attempt  to  pass  over  at  the 
strongest  point  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  with  most  in- 
competent means.  The  cause  of  these  miscarriages 
is  apparent  The  commanders  were  popular  men, 
“ destitute  alike  of  theory  and  experience”  in  the 
art  of  war. 

In  a few  days  the  troops  under  my  command  will 
plant  the  American  standard  in  Canada.  They  are 
men  accustomed  to  obedience,  silence,  and  steadi- 
ness. They  will  conquer  or  they  will  die. 

Will  you  stand  with  your  arms  folded,  and  look  on 
this  interesting  struggle  l Are  you  uqt  related  to  the 
men  who  fought  at  Bennington  and  Saratoga  ? Has 
the  race  degenerated  ? Or  have  you  under  the  bane- 
ful influence  of  contending  factions  forgot  your  coun- 
try ? Must  I turn  from  you,  and  ask  the  men  of  the 
six  nations  to  support  the  government  of  the  United 
States  ? Shall  I imitate  the  officers  of  the  British  king, 
and  suffer  our  ungathered  laurels  to  be  tarnished  by 
ruthless  deeds  ? Shame  where  is  thy  blush  ? No. 
Where  I command,  the  vanquished  and  the  peaceful 


Men  of  Xeiv-Tork  / 

The  present  is  the  hour  of  renown.  Have  you  not  a 
wisli  for  fame  ? Would  you  not  choose  in  future  times 
to  he  named  as  one  who,  imitating  the  heroes  whom 
Montgomery  led,  have,  in  spite  of  the  seasons,  vi- 
sited the  tomb  of  the  chief,  and  conquered  the  coun- 
try where  he  lies  ? Yes.  You  desire  your  share  of 
fame.  Then  seize  the  present  moment.  If  you  do 
not,  you  will  regret  it ; and  say,  “ the  valiant  bled 
in  vain — the  friends  of  my  country  fell,  and  I was 
not  there.” 

Advance  then  to  our  aid.  I will  wait  for  you  a 
few  days.  I cannot  give  you  the  day  of  my  depart- 
ure.— But  come  on.  Come  in  companies,  half  com- 
panies, or  singly.  I will  organize  you  for  a short 
tour.  Ride  to  this  place,  if  the  distance  is  far,  and 
send. hack  your  horses.  But  remember,  that,  every 
man  who  accompanies  us,  places  himself  under  my 
command,  and  shall  submit  to  the  salutary  restraints 
of  discipline. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH,  Brig.  Gen. 

Camp , near  Uujpaloe,  10 th  Nov.  181,2. 

To  the  editors  of  the  JYational  Intelligencer. 

Caaip  near  Buffalo,  Nov.  8th,  1812. 

General  Smyth  has  seen  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer the  official  letter  of  major-general  V.  Rensse- 
laer, respecting  the  affair  at  Queenstown  ; and  has 
observed  that  his  name  is  twice  introduced  in  a way 
that  may  require  explanation. 

General  V.  Rensselaer  says,  “I  had  on  the  5tl> 
inst.  (Oct.)  written  to  brig.  gen.  Smyth  requesting  an 
interview  with' him,  major-general  Hall,  and  the  com- 
mandants of  the  United  States’  regiments,  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  upon  the  subject  of  future 
operations.” 

On  the  3d  of  October,  general  V.  Rensselaer  order- 
ed a general  court  martial  to  be  held  at  general 
Smyth’s  camp  ; and  on  the  5th  he  addressed  a note 
to  general  Smyth,  requesting  an  interview  upon  the 
earliest  day  possible,  “ consistent  vrith  the  business  of 
the  court  martialy  and  other  indispensable  duties.” 

On  the  8th,  in  the  night,  the  attack  was  made  on 
the  Adams  and  Caledonia,  On  the  9th,  in  the  morn- 
ing, gen.  Smyth’s  brigade  marched  to  Black  Rock 
upon  an  alarm  ; and  two  of  the  regiments  were  up 
all  that  night.  On  the  11th,  at  day  light,  the  brigade, 
three  companies  excepted,  marched  for  Lewistown ; 
and  having  proceeded  twelve  miles  through  the  worst 
road  and  weather  ever  seen,  returned,  the  order  be- 
ing countermanded. 

There  was  no  time  between  the  5th  and  the  13th 
of  October,  at  which  general  Smyth,  with  the  com- 
manding officers  of  regiments,  could  have  left  the 
brigade,  “ consistent  with  the  business  of  the  court 
martial,  and  other  indispensable  duties.”  Nor 
would  general  Smyth  have  deemed  it  proper,  with- 
out an  order , to  have  left  his  brigade  within  three 
miles  of  an  enemy,  and  gone,  with  all  the  officers 
commanding  regiments,  a day’s  journey,  to  repeat 
an  opinion  which  he  had  already  expressed. — See  A- 

In  another  part  of  his  letter,  general  Y.  Rcnsse- 
lear  says,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  “hav- 
ing now  determined  to  attack  Queenstown,  I sent 
new  orders  to  general  Smyth  to  march not  with  the 
view  of  his  aid  in  the  attack,  for  I considered  the 
force  detached  sufficient  ; but  to  support  the  de- 
tachment should  the  conflict  be  obstinate  and  long 
continued” 

General  V.  Rensselaer  did  not  on  the  12th  send  or- 
ders to  general  Smyth  to  march. — See  B. 
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On  the  13th,  about  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  general  V. 
Rensselaer  did  send  an  order  to  general  Smyth  to 
inarch,  which  was  received  about  2 o’clock,  P.  M. 
and  obeyed  instantly — See  C. 

(A-) 

Extract  of  a letter  from  brigadier-general  Smyth,  to 

major-general  V.  liensseluer , dated  Biff  aloe,  29th 

Sept.  1812. 

“ From  the  description  I have  had  of  the  river  be- 
low the  falls,  the  view  of  the  shore  bel^w  Fort  Erie, 
and  the  information  received  as  to  the  preparations 
of  the  enemy,  I am  of  opinion  our  crossing  should 
fee  effected  between  Fort  Erie  and  Chippeway.  It 
has  therefore  seemed  to  me  proper  to  encamp  the 
United  States’  troops  near  B unaloe,  there  to  prepare 
ibr  offensive  operations.  Your  instructions,  or  bet- 
ter information,  may  decide  you  to  give  me  different 
orders,  which  I will  await.” 

(B) 

Head- Quarters,  Le-wistoic-n,  Oct.  12, 1812. 

Sin — I have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of 
yesterday. 

To-night  T shall  again  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
and  attack  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  heights  of 
Queenstown.  Should  circumstances  render  it  ne- 
cessary to  march  your  brigade,  I will  advise  you  to- 
morrow. With  great  respect,  I.  am  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  S.  V.  RENSSELAER, 

Major-gen.  commanding. 

P.  S.  Lieut,  col.  Christie  has  arrived  with  boats,  &c. 

Brig.  gen.  Smyth,  of  the  U.  S.  forces. 

(C) 

Head-  Quarters,  Lewistoxvn,  Oct.  13,  1812. 

gfvt.hal  ouDKas. — Brig.  gen.  Smyth  will  please  to 
give  orders  for  his  brigade  to  strike  their  tents  and 
march  to  Lewistown,  with  every  possible  dispatch. 

By  order  of  major-gen.  V.  Rensselaer. 

SOL.  V.  RENSSELAER, 

Aid-de-camp. 

M.  R.  A Postscript  to  the  above  says,  “the  heights 
*yf  Queenstown  are  carried;  and  the  enemy’s  firing 
is  nearly  silenced  in  every  quarter.” 

The  orders  given  on  the  10th  and  13th,  for  gene- 
ral Smyth  to  march,  were  so  timed,  that  he  should 
not  arrive  to  share  in  the  honor  of  the  expedition  ; 
but  might  arrive  in  time  to  bear  the  responsibility  of 
its  ultimate  failure. 

■ Kingston,  (N.  Y.)  Nov.  IT. 
Col.  Hawkins'  regiment  of  Volunteer  artillerists. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  we  learn,  that  six  com- 
panies and  u number  of  small  detachments  belonging 
tnihU-corps  have  arrived  in  New- York,  and  are  in 
excc'dent  Quarters  at  Greenwich,  where  they  remain 
the  regiment  is  duly  organized,  so  as  to  take 
possession  of  one  of  the  forts  under  general  Arm- 
strong’s command.  Other  companies  are  full,  and 
v’:!l  immediately  follow.  Captain  Freer’s  company 
will  rendezvous  in  this  village  on  Friday 
INDIAN  WAR. 

Frankfort,  (Ken.)  Nov.  7,  1312. 

4V';‘  of  a letter  from  major-general  Hopkins , to  his  excellency  go- 
vernor S/id'jy , f Kentucky,  dated. 

Fort  Harrison,  (Hit  Oct.  1812. 

.V<;  dear  fir — The  expedition  of  the  mounted  riflemen  litis  i t- 
sifin-./.ed.  The  "Wabash  nos  recrossed  yesterday,  and  the  who!" 
corps  are -on  their  way  to  Bwsseron,  where  the  adjutant-general 
attend,  in  order  to  have  them  properly  mustered  and  discharg- 
<sl : and  where  their  horses  may  get  forage  during  the  delay  ne- 
cessary for  this  object. 

Yes,  sir.  litis  army  has  returned,  without  hardly  obtaining  the 
s>ght  of  an  enemy.  A simple  narrative  of  facts,  as  they  occurred 
will  best  explain  the  reasons  that  have  led  to  this  state  of  things, 
■'i  (ij  army  having  finished  crossing-  the  Wabash  on  the  14th  inst. 
marched  about  three  niik-s ami  encamped.  1 here  lvqixested  the 
attendance  of  the  general  and  field  offi  cers  and  captains,  to  whom 
J imparted  the  objects  of  the  expedition  and  the  advantages  that 
might,  result  front  a fulfil  mum  of  them.  The  swrttvd  Kickapoo 
villages  were  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  miles  distant,  and  the 
iVbi^a  not  more  thin  one  hundred  and  yixiy.  jjy  brealiUig  up 


these,  or  as  many  as  our  resources  would  permit,  we  won  Id  he  ren- 
dering a service  to  all  the  territories.  That  from  their  numbers, 
this  tribe  was  more  favorable  than  any  near  us  ; and  from  th<  gsinui- 
tionand  hostility,  had  it  more  in  their  power  to  do  us  mischief;  of 
course  to  chastise  ami  destroy  these,  would  be  rendering  real  be- 
nefit to  our  country.  It  was  observed  by  some  officers,  that  they 
would  meet  them  >.t  morning,  consult  together  and  report  to  me 
their  opinions ; desiring  at  the  same  time  to  be  furnished  w ith  the 
person  on  whom  I had  relied  forintelligi-nceof  the  country. 

This  council  was  held,  and  all  the  intelligence  furnished  tiiat  had 
been  requested,  and  l had  a report  highly  favorable  to  the  - i-tcr* 
prize.  Ibis,  to  me,  was  more  gratifying,  as  early  as  our  encamp? 
iiient  at  Vincennes,  discontents  and  murmuvings,that  portended  no 
wish  to  proceed  further*  At  Busseron,  I fhnnttan  evident  increase 
of  discontent,  although  no  army  was  ever  better  or  more  amply 
supplied  with  rations  and  forage  than  at  this  place.  At  Fort  Ilai- 
rison,  where  we  encamped  on  the  10th,  and  where  we  were 
well  supplied  with  forage,  &e.  I found  on  the  12th  and  13th 
many  hr. raking  off  and  returning  w ithout  applying  to  me  for  a 
discharge,  and  as  far  as  I know,  without  any  notification  to  their 
officers  : Indeed  I have  every  reason  to  suppose  the  ttfiicers  of  ev- 
ery grade,  gave  no  countenance  to  such  a procedure. 

Thinking  myself  now  secure  in  the  confidence  of  my  brother 
officers  and  the  army,  we  proceeded  on  our  march  early  o i the 
li'tli,  and  continued  it  four  days,  our  course  near  north  in  the 
prairie  until  we  came  to  an  Indian  house,  where  some  corn,  &e. 
had  been  cultivated.  The  last  (lay  of  the  march  to  this  place,  I 
had  been  made  acquainted  with  a return  of  that  spirit  of  discon- 
tent, that  had,  as  I had  hoped,  subsided,  and  when  I had  ordered  a 
halt  near  suli-set, (for  the  first  time  that  day) in  a fine  piece  o** grass 
in  the  prairie, to  aid  oitr  horses,  I was  addressed  in  the  most  rude 
and  dictatorial  manner,  requiring  me  immediately  to  resume  my 
march,  or  his  battalion  would  break  from  the  army  and  return  1 — 
This  was  a major  Singleton  ! I mention  him  injustice  to  the  other 
officers  of  that  grade.  But  from  every  information,  I began  to  fear 
the  army  waited  but  for  a pretext  to  return ! This  was  afforded 
next  day  by  our  guides,  who  had  thought  they  had  discerned  an 
Indian  village  on  the  side  of  a grove  about  ten  miles  from  where 
we  encamped  on  the  fourth  night  of  our  march,  and  turned  us 
about  6 or  8 miles  out  of  our  way.  An  almost  universal  discontent 
seemed  to  prevail,  and  we  took  our  course  in  such  a direction  as 
we  hoped  would  best  atone  for  the  error  in  the  morning.  About 
or  after  sun-set,  we  came  to  a thin  grove  affording  water;  here  we 
took  up  our  camp ; and  about  this  time  arose  one  of  the  most  vio- 
l-lit gusts  of  wind  I ever  remember  to  have  seen,  not  proceeding 
from  clouds.  The  Indians  had  setfire  to  the  prairie,  which  droves 
on  us  so  furiously,  that  we  were  compelled  to  tire  around  our 
oamp,  to  protect  ourselves.  This  seems  to  have  decided  the  army 
to  return  : I was  informed  of  it  so  many  ways,  that  early  in  the 
next  morning  (Oct.  20th)  I requested  the  attendance  of  the  genera# 
and  field  officers,  and  stated  to  them  my  apprehensions,  tiie  expec- 
tations of  our  country,  tlie  disgrace  attending  the  measure,  and  the 
approbation  of  our  own  consciences. —Against  This,  I stat- 

ed tiie  weary  situation  of  our  horses  and  the  want  of  provisions, 
(which  to  me  seemed  only  partial,  six  .days  having  only  pas- 
sed since  every  part  of  the  army,  as  was  believed,  was  furnished 
with  ten  days  in  bacon,  beef  or  bread  stuff)  the  reasons  given  for 
returning;  1 requested  the  commandants  of  each  regiment  to  con- 
vene the  whole  of  the  officers  belonging  to  it,  and  to  take  fully  the 
sense  of  the  army  on  this  measure;  report  to  commandants  of 
brigades,  who  w>  r requested  to  report  to  me  in  writing;  adding 
that  if  500  volunteers  would  turn  out,  I would  put  myself  at  their 
head,  and  proceed  in  quest  of  the  towns ; and  the  balance  of  the 
army  might  retreat  in  safety  to  Fort  Harrison.  In  less  than  one 
hour  the  report  was  made  almost  unanimously  to  return.  I theft 
requested  that  I might  dictate  the  course  to  be  pursued  that  day 
only,  which  I pledged  myself  should  not  put  them  more  than  six 
miles  out  of  the  way,  my  object  being  to  cover  the  reeonnoitering 
parties,  I wished  to  send  out  fur  the  discovery  of  the  Indian  towns* 
About  this  time  the  troops  being  paraded,  I put  myself  in  from, 
took  my  course  and  directed  them  to  followme;  the  columns  mov- 
ing offquite  a conn-ary  way.  I sent  captain  Taylor  and  major  Lee 
( aapply  to  the  officers  leading  the  columns,  to  turn  them.  They 
were  told  it  was  not  in  their  power.  The  army  had  taken  tluxr 
course  and  would  pursue  it.  Discovering  great  confusion  and  dis- 
order in  the  march,  I threw  myself  in  the  rear,  fearing  an  attack  on 
those  who  were  there  from  necessity, and  continued  in  that  posh 
lion  the  whole  day.  The  exhausted  state  of  the  horses,  nor  the 
hunger  of  the  men  retarded  this  day’s  march ; so  swiftly  was  it.  pro- 
secuted that  it:  was  long  before  the  rear  arrived  at  the  encampment. 
'Tire  generals  Ray,  Ramsey  and  Allen,  lent  all  their  aid  and  autho- 
rity in  restoring  our  march  to  order,  and  so  far  succeeded,  as  to 
bring  on  tiie  whole  with  much  less  loss  than  I had  feared ; in- 
deed I have  no  reason  to  think  we  were  either  followed  or  menaced 
by  an  enemy.  I think  we  marched  at  least  80  or  yo  miles  in  the 
heart  Qf  the  enemy’s  country : had  he  possessed  a design  to  tight 
us,  opportunities  in  abundance  presented.  So  formidable  wax_our 
appearance  in  the  prairie,  and  in  the  country  (as  1 am  told)  never 
troil  before  by  hostile  feet,  nnlst  impress  the  bordering  tribes  with  a 
sense  oftheir  danger.  If  it  operates  beneficially  in  this  way,  our 
labor  will  not  be  altogether  in  vain. 

I hope  the  expense  attending  this  expedition  will  be  found  less 
.that*)  usual  on  such  occasions.  I have  consulted  economy  in  eve- 
n instance;  subject  only  to  real  necessity  has  been  tiie  expendi- 
ture; die forage  has  been  the  heaviest  article. 

To  the  officers  commanding  brigades,  many  of  the  field  officers* 
captains,  ?cc.  my  thanks  are  due  ; many  of  the  old  Kentucky  ve- 
terans, whose  heads  are  frosted  by  time, are  entith-d  to  every  font 
fidehcemul  praise  their  country  can  bestow.  To  the  adjutant, 
q u arter-mast ev-gettera  1,  a nd  the  members  of  my  own  family,  I feel 
indebted  for  ready,  able  and  manly  support,  in  ever v instance.  Let 
i me  litre  juctiQe  our  friend  George  Walker,  our  judge  advocate's©* 
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companies  oi  lveutucay 

camped  mar  nit',  and  were  under  inj  immediate  orders.  I experi- 
enctd  an  alertness  and  attention  highly  honorable  to  them  : These 
corps  were  ready  to  have  gone  on  to  execute  any  service  ; the 
whole  amounted  to  about  120,  and  deserve  honorable  mention. 

Mr.  Barron  and  Messrs.  LnceUy  and  I>e  Plant,  interpreters  and 
guides, deserve  well  of  me  ; I am  certain  we  were  not  20  miles 
from  the  Indian  village  when  we  were  forced  to  retire, and  I huve 
many  reasons  to  prove  we  were  in  the  right  way. 

I have  inyself(supera;ldetl  to  the  mortification  I felt  at  thus  re- 
turning) been  in  a bad  state  of  health  from  first  to  last;  and  am 
flow  so  weak  as  not  to  be  able  to  keep  myself  on  my  horse. 

A violent  diarrhea  has  pursued  me  10  days  past,  and  reduced  me 
extremely  low ; I had  resolved  to  continue  with  the  line  of  march 
a little,  if  unable  to  ride.  There  are  yet  many  tilings  of  which  1 
wish  to  write;  they  relate  substantially  to  prospective  operations. 
Soon  again  shall  I have  the  honor  to  address  your  excellency,  in 
the  mean  time  he  assured  ofthe  perfect  consideration  and  high  re- 
gards of  your  obedient  friend  and  servant, 
b SAMUFX  HOPKINS. 

Governoi’  Shelby. 

Lexington,  (Ky.)  Nov.  13. 

jgrtract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  Russdville  to 
the  editor  of  the  Reporter , dated  Nov.  11,  1812. — 
“ Inclosed  you  huve  a detail  of  a battle  fought  with 
the  Indians  on  the  Illinois  river,  which  I have  copied 
from  a piece  handed  to  the  printer  in  this  place.  I 
-have  no  doubt  of  its  correctness.” 

Important. — We  have  received  information  from 
the  Illinois  territory  which  we  deem  correct,  stating 
col.  fFilliam  Russell  of  the  7th  U.  S.  regiment,  has 
defeated  a party  of  Indians  at  the  Peoria  towns.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  general  Hopkins  ordered 
colonel  Russell  with  two  companies  of  rangers,  from 
Vincennes  ancl  to  take  the  command  of  the  regular 


tire  white  people  choose  to  give  it  to  them.  Aulot 
Chcwau  (one  of  the  main  refractory  towns)  may 
hunt  their  senses.  There  is  a great  many  of  my 
family  blood  among  them.  I have  left  them  to  their 
own  fate.  They  are  300  miles  from  me,  Sic.” 
Travelling  through  the  agency  seems  to  be  perfect- 
ly safe.  During  this  fall,  the  current  has  been  most- 
lv  from  the  west.  As  a disposition  prevails  at  seve- 
ral points  on  our  borders  to  misrepresent  the  Creeks 
and  every  tiling  connected  with  this  agency,  1 re- 
quest you  to  have  this  talk  to  me,  with  the  certifi- 
cates accompanying  it,  published  in’  the  National 
Intelligencer,  General  Hampton  passed  through  here 
last  month,  and  I requested  the  favor  of  him  to  ex- 
amine into  the  conduct  of  the  Creeks,  as  well  as 
their  fulfilment  of  their  promises  in  relation  to  their 
murders.  He  promised  to  do  so.  I send  you  a copy 
of  his  letter  on  the  subject.  Iam,  respcctfuly,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  HAWKINS. 

The  secretary  at  icar. 

[The  “ address”  alluded  to  in  the  above,  is  of 
the  most  peaceable  and  friendly  nature ; but  too 
long  and  of  too  little  immediate  interest  for  insertion 
at  present.  The  letter  from  gen.  Hampton  fully  sup- 
ports all  that  col.  Hawkins  alledges.] 

NAVAL. 

An  unfortunate  rencontre  took  place  between  the 
. .....  ....  Tii-  • , , Nonsuch  and  Joseph  and  JInry,  two  Baltimore  privy- 

troops  and  militia  of  the  Illinois  territory,  to  march L „.hich  th'ce  OP  foul.  Arsons  were  killed  anil 

tip  the  Illinois  river.  1 lie  colonel  collected  a force!  al  wotmded.  xhe  misi,kc  ,ras  not  discovere(l 
ot  about  400  men,  with  which  by  rapid  marches  he  tj,  (he  ,.lU  after  a severe  COIltest  had  struck 
i town,  where  he  met  . . _ 


got  within  one  mile  of  the  Indian 
one  warrior  who  was  shot  down 
made  upon  the  town  defended  by  about  150  Indian 
warriors,  who  were  put  to  flight  with  the  loss  of  25 
found  dead,  besides  a number  carried  off. 

The  women  and  children  fled  to  a swamp  at  the 
first  approach  of  our  men,  and  the  warriors  soon 
took  shelter  undyT  the  same  covert.  We  had  only 
three  men  wounded.  Four  prisoners  were  taken, 
and  about  60  hoVses  prepared  to  remove  the  women 
and  children  vfith  all  their  plunder  fell  into  our 
hands.  Tt  appears  that  the  Indians  ofthe  neighbor- 
ing towns  bad  heard  of  gen.  Hopkins  crossing  the 
Wabash,  and  700  warriors  marched  to  meet  lfim, 
leaving  150  in  charge  of  the  women  and  children, 
who  were  preparing  to  move  off  when  col.  Russell 
arrived  about  10  o’clock  in  the  morning,  lie  de- 
stroyed every  thing  in  the  town  which  lie  could  not 
bring  away,  and  left  it  on  the  same  evening ; 7 scalps 


her  colors  to  the  former. 

The  beautiful  U.  S.  schooner  Carolina,  to  carry  14 
nine  pounders  and  160  men,  has  been  launched  at 
Charleston,  S.  C.  She  is  chiefly  intended  for  the 
defence  of  that  harbor  and  the  adjacent  ports  against 
the  excursions  of  the  small  cruisers  of  the  enemy. 
Thus  we  shall,  from  step  to  step,  and  less  to  more, 
advance  to  that  state  of  naval  power,  that  the  situa- 
tion of  our  country  and  the  wishes  of  the  people  so 
earnestly  demand. 

Captain  Jones,  late  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Wasp,  with 
his  gallant  officers  and  crew  have  arrived  at  New- 
York,  in  a cartel  from  Bermuda.  Anticipating  the 
receipt  of  an  official  account  of  the  action  with  the 
Fholic,  &c.  we  will  only  say,  that  the  British  fought 
with  the  most  obstinate  bravery — being  superior  in 
men  and  guns,  for  55  minutes,  during  which  time 
they  had  nearly  30  killed  and  between  40 


and  50 


taken  in  September,  near  Fort  Harrison,  and  also  meM  wounded,  and  would  not  surrender  till  canned 
several  Indians  wounded  during  the  late  attack  on  | b.v  boarding-  We  lost  5 men  in  this  dreadful  action, 
that  place,  were  found  in  the  town.  j which  evidently  displays  the  superior  conduct  of  tie 

It  appears  that  the  expedition  of  gen.  Hopkin?,  has  j “ yankce  tars.” — We  pray  that  congress  may  give 
had  the  good  effect  of  drawing  the  attention  and ! th*m  the  means  of  teaching  the  foe  a few  more  use- 
force  of  the  Indians  from  the.  Illinois  river,  which  j ful  lessons  of  humility.  Captain  Jones,  with  his  offi 
afforded  col.  Ilussell  an  opportunity  of  surprising  and 
destroying  their  towns. 

Letter  from  colonel  Benjamin  Ifmvkins,  Indian  agent 
residing  in  the  Creek  nation , to  the  secretary  at  iuar. 

Cheek  Agency,  Nov.  9,  1812- 
I send  you  enclosed  herewith  the  address  of  the 
national  council  of  the  Creeks  to  me,  after  delibe- 
rating eight  days  on  their  public  affairs.  From  a 
mistake  ui  the  notice  given  of  the  time  of  meeting, 
the  Chocktaws  did  not.  attend  till  the  council  termi- 
nated their  meeting.  The  Hitchatees,  the  only  town 
not  represented,  are  not  in  opposition  ; those  appoint- 
ed to  go  were  prevented  by  sickness.  One  of  them, 
the  Wolf  Warrior,  the  most  reputed  of  our  lower 


1 cers  and  crew,  have  been  treated  very  politely  by 
the  British. 

Captain  Chauncey’s  squadron  sailed  from  SackeC* 
harbor  on  the  8th  inst — They  immediately  chased 
the  Royal  George  and  Governor  Simcoe  into  Kings- 
ton bay,  where,  protected  by  the  batteries,  the  ene  - 
my lay  secure  for  the  present.  He  captured  and  sent 
into  port  two  merchant  vessels — and  sailed  again  on 
the  13th  inst.  in  pursuit  ofthe  Prince  Regent  and 
Duke  of  Gloucester.  Captain  C.  appeared  determi  - 
ned to  prevent  a junction  of  the  enemy’s  force ; 

\vc  we  feel  no  hesitation  to  say  that  the  sovereignty 
of  Ontario  is  ours. 

Admiral  "Warren’s  proclamation  contains,  at  least ^ 
one  glaring  falsehood.  ThtAe  is  no  such  a thing  as 
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“forcing”  even  an  American  sailor  to  serve  against  his,  a heavy  fire  from  the  Royal  George  and  batteries  to 
will,  and  the  British,  seamen  so  well  know  it,  as,  in  Four  Mile  Point  where  we  anchored.  It  blew  heavy 
several  instances,  to  have  violently  resisted  their  in  squalls  from  the  westward  during  the  night,  and 
exchange  from  an  American  prison  to  aid  “his  royal  (there  was  every  appearance  of  a gale  of  wind.  The 
highness,  the  prince  regent,”  in  his  war  for  British  pilots  became  alarmed,  and  I thought  it  most  pru- 
“ liberty,  i x d e p e ?u ) r. \c E , RELiaiox  and  law.”  Not  (lent  to  get  into  a placeof  more  safetv.  I therefore 
one  in  ten  of  all  the  prisoners  we  have  taken  would  (very  reluctantly)  deferred  renewing  the  attack  upon 
return  if  they  could  prevent  it.  It  is  thought  that 


the  admiral  intends  to  visit  JSTeno-York,  perhaps,  with 
a view  to  impress  men,  for  “ his  majesty’s  right”  is 
as  good  on  land  as  on  water.  But  general  Armstrong 
is  well  prepared  to  “ argu  fy ” this  point ; and  will, 
no  doubt,  prove  himself  an  able  negociator.  Go- 
vernor Ogden , of  New-Jersey,  is  also  an  able  lawyer, 
and  every  way  disposed  to  assist  the  general,  with 
the  authorities  of  the  “Jersey  Blues,”  page  1776. 
See  his  “ general  orders.” 

Copy  of  a letter  from  com.  Ckauntey  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy. 

Sacicet’s  Harbor,  6th  Nov. 

Sir*— As  T have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Royal 
George,  Prince  Regent,  and  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
have  gone  up  the  Lake  with  troops  to  reinforce  Fort 
George  ; aiid  as  I have  to  believe  that  other  troops 
are  waiting  at  Kingston  for  their  return,  destined  for 
the  same  port ; I have  determined  to  proceed  with 
the  force  I have  ready  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  My 
present  intention  is,  to  take  a position  on  the  Canada 
shore,  near  some  small  islands,  called  the  “False 
Ducks,”  where  the  enemy  are  obliged  to  pass,  and 
where  I will  wait  their  return  to  Kingston.  If  I 
should  succeed  in  my  enterprise  (which  I have  but 
little  doubt  of,)  I shall  make  an  attack  upon  Kings- 
ton for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  guns  and  pub- 
lic stores  at  that  station. 

I shall  proceed  for  my  station  this  evening,  or  to- 
morrow morning,  with  the  following  vessels,  to  wit : 
brig  Oneida,  and  schooners  Hamilton,  Governor 
Tompkins,  Conquest,  Growler,  Julia  and  Pert; 
mouting  altogether  40  guns  of  different  calibres,  and 
430  men  including  marines. 

With  this  force,  I hope  to  give  a good  account  of 
the  enemy,  although  he  is  more  than  double  our  force 
in  guns  and  men.  His  consists  of  the  following  ves- 
sels as  nearly  as  1 can  ascertain,  to  wit : The  ship, 
Royal  George,  26  guns,  260  men — Ship  Earl  Moi- 
ra, 18  guns,  200  men  ; Schooners  Prince  Regent,  18 
guns,  150  men;  Duke  of  Gloucester,  14  guns,  80 
men:  Governor  Sim  coe,  12  guns,  70  men  ; Seneca, 
4 guns,  40  men— making  a grand  total  of  108  guns 
and  890  men. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command,  ar§Mdl 
extremely  anxious  to  meet  tlie  enemy.  We  cJKot 
command  success,  but  we  will  endeavor  to  desert?  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  ISAAC  CIIAUNCEY. 

Bits  lion . Paul  Hamilton , &c. 

Sackett’s  ILvnima,  JVov,  13,  1812. 

Sir — I arrived  here  last  evening  in  a gale  of  wind, 
the  pilots  having  refused  to  keep  the  lake.  On  the' 
8th  I fell  in  with  the  Royal  George  and  chased  her 
into  the  Bay  of  Qvianti,  where  I lost  sight  of  her  in 
the  night.  In  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  again  got 
sight  of  her  lying  in  Kingston  channel.  We  gave 
chase  and  followed  her  in  the  harbor  of  Kingston, 
where  we  engaged  her  and  the  batteries  for  one 
hour  and  forty -five  minutes.  I had  made  up  my  mind 
to  board  her,  but  she  was  so  well  protected  by 
the  batteries  and  the  wind  Mowing  directly  in,  it  was 
deemed  imprudent  to  make  the  attempt  at  that  time 

the  pilots  also  refused  to  take  charge  of  the  ves- 
sels. Under  these  circumstances,  and  it  being  after 
sun-down,  I determined  to  haul  off  and  renew  the  at- 
tack next  morning.  We  beat  up  in  good  order  und< 


the  ship  and  forts  until  a more  favorable  opportu- 
nity. 

At  7 a.  m.  on  the  10th,  I made  the  signal  to  weigh, 
and  we  beat  out  of  a very  narrow  channel  under  a 
very  heavy  press  of  sail  to  the  open  lake.  At  10,  wc 
fell  in  with  the  Governor  Simcoe,  running  for  Kings- 
ton, and  chased  her  in  the  harbor.  She  escaped  by 
running  over. a reef  of  rocks,  under  a heavy  tire  from 
the  Governor  Tompkins,  the  Hamilton  and  the  Julia, 
which  cut  her  very  much.  All  her  people  ran  below 
while  under  the  fire  of  these  vessels.  The  Hamilton 
chased  her  into  nine  feet  water  before  she  hauled  off. 
We  tacked  to  the  southward  with  an  intention  of 
running  to  our  station  at  the  Ducks,  but  it  coming 
on  to  blow  very  heavy,  the  pilots  told  me  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  keep  the  lake.  I bore  up  for  this  place 
where  I arrived  last  night. 

In  our  passage  through  the  Bay  of  Quanti,  I dis- 
covered a schooner  at  the  village  of  Armingstown 
which  we  took  possession  of,  but  finding  she  would, 
detain  us  (being  then  in  chase  of  the  Royal  George) 

I ordered  lieut.  Macpherson  to  take  out  her  sails  and 
rigging  and  burn  her,  which  he  did.  We  also  took 
the  schooner  Mary  Hall  from  Niagara,  at  the  mouth 
of  Kingston  harbor,  and  took  her  with  us  to  our  an- 
chorage. The  next  morning,  finding  that  she  could 
not  beat  through  the  channel  with  us,  I ordered  the 
sailing  master  in  the  Growler,  to  take  her  under  con- 
voy and  run  down  past  Kingston,  anchor  on  the  east 
end  of  Long  Island  and  wait  for  a wind  to  come  up 
on  the  east  side.  I was  also  in  hopes  that  the  Royal 
George  might  be  induced  to  follow  for  the  purpose 
of  re-taking  our  prize,  but  her  commander  was  too 
well  aware  of  the  consequencesto  leave  his  moorings. 

We  lost  in  this  affair  one  man  killed  and  three 
slightly  wounded,  with  a few  shot  through  our  sails. 
The  other  vessels  lost  no  men  and  received  but  little 
injury  in  their  hull  and  sails,  with  the  Exception  of 
the  Pert,  whose  gun  bursted  in  the  early  part  of  the 
action  and  wounded  her  commander  (sailing  master 
Arundel)  badly,  and  a midshipman  and  three  men 
slightly.  Mr.  Arundel,  who  refused  to  quit  the  deck 
although  wounded,  was  knocked  overboard  in  beat- 
ing up  to  our  anchorage,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  was 
drowned, 

'I' he  Royal  George  must  have  received  very  consi- 
derable injury  in  her  hull  and  in  men,  as  the  gun 
vessels  with  a long  32  pounder,  were  seen  to  strike 
her  almost  every  shot,  and  it  wa:;  observed  that  she 
was  reinforced  with  troops  four  different  times  dur- 
ing the  action. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  the  officers 
and  men  on  board  of  every  vessel  behaved  with  the 
utmost  coolness,  and  are  extremely  anxious  to  meet 
the  enemy  on  the  open  lake ; and  as  long  as  I have 
the  honor  to  command  such  officers  and  such  men,  I 
can  have  no  doubt  of  the  result. 

1 think  I can  say,,  with  great  propriety,  that  we 
have  now  the  command  of  the  lake,  and  that  we  can 
transport  troops  and  stores  to  any  part  of  it  without 
any  risk  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  although  the 
whole  of  his  naval  force  was  not  collected  at  King- 
ston, yet  the  force  at  the  different  batteries  would 
more  than  counterbalance  the  vessels  that  were  ab- 
sent. It  Was  thought  bv  all  the  officers  in  the  squa- 
dron that  the  enemy  had  more  than  thirty  guns 
mounted  at  Kingston,  and  from  1000  to  1500  men. 
The  Royal  George  protected  by  this  force  was  driven 
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Into  the  inner  harbor,  under  the  protection  of  the 
nmsquetry,  by  the  Oneida,  and  four  small  sdvooners 
fitted  out  "as  gun-boats  ; the  Governor  Tompkins  not 
having-  be#n  able  to  join  in  the  action  until  about  sun- 
down, owing  to  the  lightness  of  tl>c  winds,  and  the 
Pert’s  gun  having  burst  the  second  or  third  shot. 

We  are  replacing  all  deficiencies,  and  I shall  pro- 
ceed up  the  lake  tire  first  wind,  in  the  hopes  to  fall 
in  with  the  Earl  Moria  and  the  Prince  Regent ; at 
any  rate  I si  rail  endeavor  to  prevent  them  from  form- 
ing a junction  with  the  Royal  George  again  this  win 
ter.  I shall  also  visit  Niagara  river*  if  practicable,  in 
order  to  land  some  guns  and  stores  that  I have  taken 
on  board  for  that  purpose.  If  the  enemy  arc  still  in 
possession  of  Queenstown,  I shall  try  to  land  them  a 
few  miles  below.  I shall  have  tire  hoiKX*  of  writing 
vou  more  in  detail  upon  this  subject  on  my  return  or 
perhaps  before  I leave  hereof  the  wind  should  conti- 
nue a-head. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  ISAAC  CIIAUNCEY. 

Hon.  P.  Hamilton,  sec'ry  of  the  navy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  S.  T.  Anderson , enclosing 
one  from  commodore  Chauncey  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Mavy. 

Sackett’s  H.innop, 

Nov.  13,  1812 — ("  night.  J 
Sm — Since  the  enclosed  letter  [the  above]  from  the 
©om.  was  written,  the  Growler  has  returned  with  a 
pmze,  and  in  her  capt.  Brock,  brother  to  the  late  ge- 
neral of  that  name,  with  the  baggage  of  the  latter. 
Bv  the  prize  we  learn  that  the  Earl  Moria  was  off* the 
False  Bucks,  and  the  commodore  has  put  off'  in  a 
snow  storrii  in  the  hope  of  cutting  her  off  from  Kings- 
ton. 

From  information  received  from  capt.  Brock,  there 
is  no  question  but  that  Kingston  is  strongly  defend- 
ed. He  expressed  surprise  to  find  our  vessels  had 
got  out  of  the  harbor  after  having  been  in  it ; and 
says  that  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs  is  quar- 
tered there,  500  strong,  besides  other  regulars  and 
a well  appointed  militia.  The  resistance  made  fully 
justifies  this  report.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  in  the  ac- 
tion, of  which  the  commodore  has  given  you  an  ac- 
count, the  national  honor  has  been  most  ably  sup- 
ported. In  great  haste,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
SAME.  T.  ANDERSON. 
The  honorable  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Mary. 

> PROCLAMATION 

By  the  right  hon  JOHN  BOR  LAST.  WARREN, 
Bart.  K.  B.  Admiral  of  the  blue  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels  employed 
on  the  American  and  West  Indian  station,  Ac.  &c. 
he. 

WHEREAS,  many  British  seamen  are  now  in  tlie 
United  States  of  America,  and  several  of.  them  by 
various  means  have  been  seduced  to  serve  on  board 
the  American  ships,  at  war  with  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  others  who  have 
deserted  from  his  majesty’s  service,  have  been 
FORCED  to  serve  against  their  native  country  : 

I therefore  cull  upon  all  British  seamen  and  others 
m the  present  state  of  the  war,  and  before  it  may  be 
too  late,  to  join  the  British  colours  under  which  ma- 
ny of  them  have  formerly  obtained  glory  and  honor  ; 
to  repair  to  any  of  his  majesty’s  provinces,  garrisons, 
ships  or  vessels  r — and  upon  their  giving  themselves 
tip,  and  declaring  their  sense  of  error,  I pledge  my- 
self to  obtain  for  them  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent’s  free  pardon  and  forgiveness  ; and  to  those 
who  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  British  navy  even 
encouragement  they  can  wish. 


I trust  that  every  British  seamen  wilt  unite  ia 
supporting  the  noblest  Cause  that  ever  called  for  the 
efforts  of  men,  the  preservation  of  the  liberties,  inde- 
pendence, religion  and  laws  of  all  the  remaining  na- 
tions of  the  world,  against  the  tyranny  and  despot- 
ism of  France,  and  to  defend  the  honor  of  the  British 
flag  upon  the  sea,  at  a moment  when  Providence  has 
blessed  her  arms  with  success,  in  sustaining  the  ef- 
forts of  injured  Spain  and  Portugal. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Halifax,  the  5th  day  of 
October  1812,  in  the  52d  year  of  his  majesty's 
reign. 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FHOM-  I'AOE  192. 

360  Schooner  Three  Sisters,  laden  with  P blister, 
sent  into  Salem  by  the  Fame. 

261  Schooner  Comet,  two  guns  and  small  aims, 
captured  on  the  South  side  of  St.  Domingo,  and  sent 
into  Savannah,  by  the  Rapid  of  Charleston.  She  is 
laden  with  sugar,  bees-wax,  tobacco  and  dry  goods. 

262  Schooner  Searcher,  a Ncw-Providence  priva- 
teer, of  one  gun  and  twenty  men,  captured  by  tile 
Rapid,  and  burnt. 

263  Scdmoner  Mary,  of  St.  Thomas,  captured  by 
ditto  and  ransomed  ; not  having  men  to  spare  to  send 
her  home. 

264  Schooner  Mary  Hall,  sent  into  Sackett’s  Har- 
bor, by  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  captain 
Chauncey,  on  lake  Ontario. 

265  Sloop  Elizabeth,  sent  into  ditto  by  ditto.  Orf 
board  this  vessel  was  captain  Brock  (brother  of  the 
late  general  Brock)  of  the  49th  British  regiment.. 

266  Schooner burnt  by  ditto. 


The  new  army  Bill. 

In  the  proceedings  of  congress  is  brief  notice  of 
the  new  army  bill,  introduced  by  Mr-  William*, 
chairman  of  the  military  committee,  which  finally 
passed  after  a stormy  debate,  excited  by  Mr.  Quia- 
cey , and  repelled  with  great  force  by  Mr.  WiUitvm* , 
and  others.  The  third  provision,  which  authorize* 
the  fRilistment  of  persons  above  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  instead  of  21,  as  heretofore,  is  objected  to — 
it  was  pronounced  by  Mr.  Quin  cey  to  be  **  atrocious 
and  odious,”  “ unequal,  absurd  and  immoral,”  and 
that  it  violated  private  Contracts,  he.  The  bill  was 
defended  on  tlie  practice  of  all  nations,  to  secure 
the  service  of  the  youth — Mr.  H illhims  stated,  that 
Great  Britain  authorizes  the  enlistment  of  persons 
only  sixteen  years  old ; and  further  said,  that  tlie 
revolutionary  congress  had  made  enlistments  valid 
in  this  country  at  the  same  age  : he  also  observed, 
that  tlie  bill  for  raising  a provisional  army  passed  iit 
1798,  which  became  a law,  had  the  very  prevision 
now  introduced.  Mr.  Jhendolph  admitted  tins — Ik; 
was  opposed  to  it  in  1798  and  he  opposed  it  now, 
and  herein  complimented  lumself  on  his  consistency  . 
Mr.  Pitkin,  contended  that  the  practice  of  the  revo- 
lution was  to  have  tlie  consent  of  tlie  parent,  and 
cited  a case  that  took  place  in  Connecticut  under  the 
law  of  1799,  wherein  an  apprentice  was  taken  from 
the  recruiting  officer  by  a habeas  corpus,  and  re 
leased — and  damages  were  sued  for.  This,  vve  ra- 
ther suppose,  would  be  the  ease  under  any  law  tl^ir. 
congress  could  pass — for  the  power  of  that  bod)  j.y 
only  prospective. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  house  of  representatives---- 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bacon,  Basset, 
Black  ledge,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Cl«cves 
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Clay,  Cochran,  Condi t,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Davis,  Daw- 
son) Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Goodwyn,  13.  Hall,  0.  Hall,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  Lucock,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Maxwell,  M‘Coy,  M'lvirn,  Metcalf,  Mitchell, 
Tvforg-an,  Morrow,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pleasants/Ppnd, 
Richardson,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sag-e,  Sawyer, 
Shaw,  Seybert,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong, 
Taliaferro,  Troup,  Turner,  Williams,  Winn,  Widge- 
vy- — 64. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Bo}rd,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Champion,  Cooke,  Chittenden,  Davenport, 
Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Gold,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Law,  Lew- 
r is,  Macon,  Milnor,  M‘Bryde,  Moseley,  Newbold, 
Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Iiidge - 
ly,  Reed,  Rodman,  Sammons,  Stanford,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson — 37. 

Proceedings  of  Congress. 

Both  houses  have,  as  yet  been  chiefly,  employed  in 
receiving  petitions,  &c.  and  in  preparing  business. 

The  bill  concerning  prizes  and  prize  goods  with 
some  amendments,  not  affecting  its  general  spirit, has 
passed  the  house. 

Mr.  Wright’s  retaliatory  bill  has  been  rejected,  on 
the  suggestion  that  the  president,  as  commander  in 
chief,  is  already  invested  with  all  the  necessary  pow- 
ers. 

Nov.  20.  A bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Williams  to 
raise  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  Of  the  United  States  army,  to  eight  dollars 
per  month  for  privates,  the  officers  in  proportion  ; te 
exempt  all  such  persons  from  arrest  for  debt,  howev- 
er contracted — to  authorise  the  enlistment  of  per- 
sons over  the  age  of  eighteen  ye ars,  and  for  the  dilu  - 
tion of  the  war  against  Great  Britain,  instead  of  five 
years,  at  the  option  of  the  recruit.  The  two  first 
provisions  were  agreed  to  without  opposition  ; but 
the  two  latter  were  violently  opposed — the  bill  pass- 
ed the  house  the  next  day.  Ayes  64 — nays  37. 

Monday,  Nov.  23. — Mr.  Newton  reported  a bill  to 
prevent  the  use  of  licenses  or  passes,  issued  under 
authority  of  any  foreign  power.  Twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Cheves  reported  a bill  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  incident  to  detaching  the  militia ; it  was  im- 
mediately taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
one  million  of  dollars  appropriated.  The  bill  was 
finally  passed. 

A proposition  to  admit  the  Mississippi  territory  in- 
to the  union  as  a new  state,  was  taken  up  in  com- 
oiktee  of  the  whole  and  reported  to  the  house  for  a 
third  reading. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  24. — The  bill  for  the  erection  of  the 
Mississippi  territory  into  a state,  was  passed  by  a 
considerable  majority. 

Mr.  Jennings  offered  a resolution  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  raising  of  two  additional  companies  of  mount- 
ed rangers,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

Mime li ants’  bonus. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  25. — Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  made  the  following  re- 
port 

‘•'The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President’s  message,  of  the 
4th  instant,  as  relates  to  the  late  importations  of  Bri- 
tish manufactures' — also,  the  petitions  of  sundry 
merchants  (enumerated  in  the  report)  report,  that 
iri.v  have  bestowed  on  the  subject  a degree  of  atten- 
tion proportioned  to  its  importance  ; that  they  have, 
in  the  present  investigation,  confined  themselves  to 
the  cases  of  importation  directly  from  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  that  the 
result  of  the  examination  and  .enquiries  will  be  found : 


1st.  In  a correspondence  with  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

2dly.  In  a detailed  examination  of  committees  of 
merchants  from  Boston,  New -York,  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore,  and  some  accompanying 
documents. 

3dly.  In  a statement  made  by  Mr.  Russell,  late 
charge  ties  affaires  < F the  United  State  at  the 
court  of  London,  who,  at  the  request  of  the 
committee  was  so  obliging  as  to  attend  them 
and  give  this  statement. 

That  on  a view  of  the  whole  subject,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  that  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury lias  full  power  to  remit  or  mitigate  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  incurred,  should  an  interposition  in 
either  way  be  called  for  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
case ; they  therefore  recommend,  that  it  be 

“ Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  legislate  upon 
the  subject,  and  that  thp  petition,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  be  referred  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury.” 

The  said  report  was  read,  referred  to  a committee 
of  the  whole,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next. 

A resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Bassett,  proposing 
to  bestow  a gold  medal  on  capt.  Hull  of  the  Consti- 
tution frigate,  and  silver  medafs  to  the  other  officers, 

with dollars  as  prize  money  to  the  officers 

and  crew,  was  taken  up  and  considered  in  committee 
of  the  whole.  The  blank  was  filled  with  $100,000, 
and  the  resolve  passed,  50  to  37.  The  resolve  was 
laid  on  the  table,  by  the  house. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

On  Saturday  night  last,  the  extensive  establishment  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  "known  by  the  name  of  “ Jo/itison's  Brewery ,”  the. 
joint  property  of  Mr.  Johnson  (our  mayor)  and  two  other  gentle- 
men, was  destroyed  hv  fire.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  90,000  dols. 

Ohio  election  of  electors.  “Madisonians”— Col.  John  Jones,  Messrs. 
Matthias  Convii/,  David  Abbot,  David  Purviance,'  James  Dunlap, 
James  Richard,  John  Hamm,  Thomas  Ijams.  Highest  vote,  7420- 
Highest  “Clintonian,”  3301.  Two  Madison  tickets  were  support- 
ed. The  unsuccessful,  One  received  about  1000  votes. 

Thomas  Boling  Robertson,  is  elected  a representative  in  Con* 
gross  from  Louisiana. 

General  Thomas  Posey  is  chosen  a senator  from  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  in  the  senate  of the  U.  States,  in  place  of  J.  N.  Destre- 
hail,. who  had  beep  previously  elected,  but  resigned. 

Charles  Tait,  esq.  is  re-elected  a senator  o'f  the  U»  States,  from  the 
state  of  Georgia,  for  six  years  ensuing  the  4th  of  March  next. 

Ryan  arrival  from  St.  Domingo,  we  learn  that  a severe  engage- 
ment had  taken  place  between  Potion  and  Christophe,  in  which 
the  latter  was  defeated.  The  report,  further  states,  that  Christophe 
was  killed  a few  days  after  in  a quarrel  with  one  of  his  aids. 

The  present  military  force  of  France,  independent  of  the  troops 
of  the  allies,  is  given  at  687,200  men. 

French  troops  in  Spain,  July  1, 1810.  From  a French  official 
publication— French  infantry,' 177  battalions;  light  infantry  and 
auxiliaries,  49  battalions— 226  battalions  and  135,000  men.  Cereal- 
ry,  cuirassiers,  4 squadrons  ; dragoons,  96  do.  chasseurs,  29  do.  hus- 
sars, 20  do.— 149  squadrons  and  29,800  men— total,  French,  164.900. 
Foreign  infantry— Swiss  6,  Germans  9,  Warsaw  6,  Dutch  2,  Chas- 
seurs de  Montague  3,  Legion  du  Midi  1,  Hanoverian  2,  Poles  8, 
Irish  2,  Prussians  2,  D’Yssemboiirg  1— total,  42  battalions  and 
25,200  men.  Cavalry,  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine  1,  Dutch  1 , 
Westphalian  3,  Hanoverian  3,  Polish  lancemen  4— total,  12  squa- 
drons and  2,400  men.  Total  foreign,  52,800  men.  Besides  the  above 
there  were  in  Catalonia,  18  nattaliom  and  8 squadrons  of  French, 
and  37  battalions  and  14  squadrons  of  foreign  troops— 37,400  men 
makinga  grand  total  of  French  troops  in  the  Peninsula,  July  1810, 
of  230.400  men.  We  mention  them  at  tins  time,  to  shew  the  species 
offorceihat  Bonaparte  has  employed  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 

A London  paper  says,  “the  government  of  Lower  Austria  have 
forbidden  children  who  die  of  the  natural  small-pox,  to  be  buried 
with  the  usual  solemnities  and  forms.  The  parents  and  guardians 
of  such,  also,  are  to  be  publicly  designated  as  the  slaves  of  a fatal 
prejudice,  umvilling.to  employ  a sure  and  convenient  preservative 
of  tlie  health  and  lives  of  those  entrusted  to  their  care,  offered  mbm 
by  Divine  Providence  ar.<|  their  government.” 

We  have  accounts  from  Lisbon  to  the  2nd  Uit.  Wellington  was 
at  Burgos,  and  expected  a general  battle.  Massena  had  entered 
Spain— Marmont  and  kirig  Joseph  had  formed  a junction  at  Gre- 
nada. General  Maitland,  with  10,000  troops  from  Sicily,  had  made 
a descent  upon  Spain.  The  brother  of  Louis  the  16th,  of -France, 
sometimes  called  Louis  XVI  II.  had  arrived  at  Lisbon  from  England, 
with  a large  retinue,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  lord  Wdlington. 

It  appears  that  great  numbe  rs  of  persons  are  flocking  to  the  re- 
publican stamlard  iu  Mexico. from  Louisiana  and  the  parts  adjacent. 
Great  events  in  that  quarter  are  accomplishing. 
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Legislature  of  New-Hamp shire. 

Quorums  of  both  houses  having  been  previously 
formed.  Ids  excellency  William  Plainer  delivered 
in  jnvsence  of  the  legislature  the  following  speech : 

Felloiv  citizens  of  the  Senate , and 

House  of  Jlepresciitatives , 

On  the  day  preceding  the  termination  of  your  last 
session,  our  foreign  relations  experienced  a great  and 
material  change — a change  more  important  than  has 
occurred  since  the  establishment  of  our  general  go- 
vernment. The  aggravated  wrongs,  the  flagrant  acts 
of  injustice,  the  gross  insults  inflicted  by  Britain  on 
the  U.  S.  and  their  frequent  repetition, have  at  length 
induced  congress, in  vindication  of  our  violated  rights, 
to  appeal  to  the  last  resort  of  injured  nations.  Bri- 
tain, whose  history  for  centuries  has  been  charac- 
terised by  mar  and  devastation,  has  become  so  inured 
to  blood  and  slaughter,  that  her  government  has  ac- 
quired the  habit  of  committing  wrongs  arjd  inflicting 
insults  upon  the  nations  of  the  earth.  She  has,  for  a se- 
ries of  years,  by  her  conduct  evinced  a deadly  hosti- 
lity to  our  national  rights,  to  our  commerce,  peace 
and  prosperity.  She  has  wantonly  impressed  thou- 
sands of  our  unoffending  seamen.  Immurred  them 
within  the  walls  of  her  floating  castles,  held  them  in 
servitude  for  an  unlimited  period,  often  for  life,  and 
compelled  them  to  fight,  not  only  with  nations  with 
whom  we  were,  at  peace,  but  to  turn  their  arms 
against  their  own  country.  She  has  violated  the  - 
rights  and  peace  of  our  coasts,  wantonly  shed  the 
blood  of  our  citizens  in  our  own  harbors,  and  instead 
of  punishing  has  re-warded  her  guilty  officers.  Under 
pretended  blockades,  unaccompanied  by  the  pre- 
sence of  an  adequate  force,  she  has  unjustly  deprived 
us  of  a market  for  the  products  of  our  industry  ; and 
by  her  orders  in  council,  has,  to  a great  extent,  swept 
our  commerce  from  the  ocean  : thus  assuming  a 
right  to  regulate  our  foreign  trade  in  war,  and  lay- 
ing a foundation  to  prescribe  it  in  peace.  She  has 
permitted  her  subjects  publicly  to  forge  and  vend 
our  ship-papers,  to  carry  on  a commerce  with  that 
very  enemy  from  whose  ports  she  interdicted  our 
trade.  Whilst  her  accredited  minister,  under  the 
mask  of  friendship,  was  treating  with  our  govern- 
ment, her  spies  were  endeavoring  to  alienate  our 
citizens,  subvert  our  government  and  dismember 
the  union  of  the  states.  And  to  add  to  this  catalogue 
of  atrocious  crimes — crimes  tinged  with  the  deepest 
dye — have  we  not  sufficient  reason  to  believe,  that 
she  has  excited  and  armed  the  numerous  tribes  of 
savages,  with  whom  her  subjects  hat  e long  been  ’ 
connected  in  trade,  to  wage  war  against  us  ! a war 
whose  characteristic  is  indiscriminate  cruelty,  and  j 
whose  object  is  extermination. 

Where  is  the  nation,  ancient  or  modern,  that  has 
borne  such  treatment  without  resentment  or  resist-  < 
ance  ! Where  is  the  nation  that  is  passive  under  such 
humiliating  degradation  and  disgrace!  Surely  wrongs 
like  these  imperiously  demand  redress.  But  acts  of 
the  purest  justice  and  the  strictest  impartiality,  ; 
confirmed  by  the  strongest  attachment  to  peace,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  were  'unavailing . — « 
The  disposition  of  olir  governrtrciTt,  tire,  hSbits,  put- 

You.  in- 


sults and  inclination  of  our  people,  strongly  urged 
them  to  maintain  peace  with  all  nations,  on  almost 
any  conditions,  not  absolutely  incompatible  with  the 
preservation  of  our  essential  rights.  What  stronger 
proof  can  be  adduced,  of  the  anxiety  o;  our  govern- 
ment to  preserve  peace  with  all  nations,  than  that 
our  presidents  for  eighteen  successive  years,  in  their 
official  communications  to  congress  at  their  annual 
sessions,  have  been  obliged  to  state  some  well  au- 
thenticated infringement  of  our  national  rights  ; 
and  that,  during  that  period,  our  ambassadors  to 
foreign  courts  have  been  constantly  charged  with 
complaints  of  the  numerous  wrongs  done  to  us  ; but 
that  the  ministers  from  other  nations  to  us  have  not 
come  to  ask  redress  for  wrongs,  but  often  to  excuse, 
to  palliate  or  justify  those  inflicted  by  their  govern- 
ments. From  England,  our  government  have  in  vain 
sought  redress  by  negociation  and  by  commercial  re- 
gulations. They  exhausted  the  means  of  negocia- 
tion ; but  instead  of  obtaining  redress,  our  wrongs 
accumulated,  and  even  pending  those  discussions 
that  haughty  court  added  insults  to  the  injuries  she 
had  before  inflicted. 

Pacific  measures  having  failed,  congress  were 
brought  to  the  painful  alternative  of  submission  or 
■war.  Submission  to  aforeign  power  necessarily  leads 
to  all  the  misery  and  degradation  of  servitude — a 
name  disgusting  to  freemen.  Submission  never 
checked  usurpation,  or  satiated  the  lust  of  power, 
but  has  always  augmented  its  demands.  The  wretch- 
edness of  a people  who  have  yielded  to  foreign  domi- 
nation, has  invariably  been  in  just  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  their  submission.  But  congress  estimated 
the  rights  of  our  country  too  high,  and  were  them- 
selves too  just  and  magnanimous  baselv  to  sacrifice 
them  at  the  footstool  of  the  British  throne.  The 
war  they  declared  in  vindication  of  our  rights  is  not 
only  just,  but  necessary.  It  was  a duty  the  nation 
owed  to  its  seamen  who  have  been  imprisoned,  and 
to  its  merchants  who  have  been  robbed  and  plun- 
dered of  their  property  It  is  not  less  the  duty  of  a 
government  to  defend  and  protect  its  citizens^  than 
it  is  of  the  citizens  to  support  government.  The 
duties  of  allegiance  and  protection  are  mutual and 
no  good  government  or  good  citizen  will  hesitate  to 
perform  them.  As  long  as  (he  citizen  performs  his 
duty  to  the  state,  the  government  is  bound  to  afford 
him  protection.  Our  impressed  seamen,  so  far  from 
having  renounced  their  allegiance  to  the  U.  States, 
now  demand  from  the  government  protection,  and 
from  the  nation  vengeance  for  the  wrongs  they  un- 
justly suffer  from  their  cruel  task-masters. 

The  justice  and  necessity  of  this  war  are  much 
greater  than  most  of  the  wars  either  ancient  or  mo- 
dern, that  are  recorded  in  history,  sacred  or  civil. — - 
A single  case  from  each  will  confirm  and  illustrate 
this  position.  In  ancient  times,  certain  Jews  insult- 
ed and  abused  a concubine  so  that  she  died.  The 
men  of  Benjamin  refused  to  give  up  the  culprits,  and 
for  this  offence  the  other  tribes  made  war  on  them  : 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  persons  were  slain, 
and  one  of  their  tribes  nearly  exterminated.  And 
we  have  the  sure  -word  of  testimony,  that  Goo  approv- 
ed of  that  war.  In  modern  times  England  waged, 
war  in  support  of  IvtT  claim  to -cut  logwood  in  tli£ 
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Bay  of  Campeachy,  and  to  gatheV  salt  ih  the  island 
of  Tortugas.;  and  in  Hie  reign  of  her  present  king, 
she  made  war  against  Spain,  because  the  Spanish 
court  refused  to  let,  her  see  a treaty  it  had  made  with 
France,  to  which  England  was  not  a party,  and  a 
sight  of  which  she  had  no- right  to  demand.  If  Lon 


tion.  In  these,  as  well  as  in  all  other  cases  where 
he  acts,  he  is  responsible  to  the  nation  for  his  offi- 
cial conduct.  His  being  himself  subject,  in  com- 
mon with  Lis  fellow  citizens,  to  the  good  and  evil 
effects  of  his  administration — the  high  responsibility 
under  which  he  acts — and  the  limited  period  for 


justified  and  supported  the  war  of  Israel  to  avenge  which  he  holds  his  office,  afford  to  the  people  great 
the  death  of  a single  woman,  will  not  his  unchangea-  security  against  a wanton  abuse  of  power.  To  ad 


bte  justice  and  his  invincible  power  succeor  a war. 
not  of  our  own  seeking,  but  forced  upon  us  by  the 
tyranny  and  injustice  of  our  enemies — a war  in  de- 
fence of  our  rights — -a  war  to  avenge  the  murder  of 
our  citizens,  the  imprisonment,  slavery  and  death  of 
thdusands  of  our  seamen  ! Is  not  the  agency  of  the- 
At.miohtv,  in  the  nature  and  fitness  of  things,  em- 
ployed in  promoting  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice, 
and  in  supporting  and  vindicating  the  equal  rights 
he  has  himself  established!  Our  cause  is  just;  and 
if  the  American  people,  as  a band  of  brothers,  unite, 
and  act  with  the  firmness  and  resolution  of  freemen, 
our  success  will  be  certain. 

The  only  constituted  authority  of  our  country 
which  has  the  power  to  decide  on  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, having  declared  war,  that  authority  we  are, 
^ well  by  interest  as  duty,  bound  to  respect  and  sup- 
port. There  is  no  middle  course — we  must  support 
our  government,  or  oppose  it— afford  aid  to  our  conn 
try,  or  countenance  her  enemies.  If  we  oppose  the 
government  we  shall  inflict  punishment  on  ourselves 
protract  the  war,  prolong  the  evils  we  fear,  or  com- 
pel the  government  to  make  mi  ignominious  and  dis- 
graceful peace — a peace  which  cannot  long  endure, 
and  which  will  necessarily  terminate  in  another  war. 

Tho  multiplied  wrongs  and  injustice  of  which 
the  United  States  complain,  have  not  been  inflicted 
by  England  only  ; we  have  just  and  serious  cause  of 
complaint  against  France.  She  too  has  infringed 
our  rights,  and  greatly  embarrassed  and  wantonly 
destroyed  much  of  our  commerce.  If  pacific  means 
should  eventually  fail  to  procure  redress,  I trust, 
our  government  in  due  time,  will  adopt  such  ener- 
getic measures  as  the  interest,  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  nation  shall  require;  T he  wrongs  committed  by 
one  of  those  nations  against  us,  afford  no  justifica- 
tion or  excuse  for  the  inj  urious  conduct  of  the  other, 
nor  in  any  degree  lessen  the  causes  of  hostility,  on 
our  part,  against  both. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  war  against  England, 
I received  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  written 
by  the  direction  of  the  president,  requesting  me  to 
order  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
requisition  of  major-general  Dearborn,  such  part  of 
the  quota  of  the  militia  of  this  state  as  were  detach- 
ed under  the  law  of  Congress  of  April  10th,  1812,  as 
he  should  deem  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
sea  coast.  From  general  Dearborn  I afterwards  re- 
ceived, at  different  periods,  requisitions  for  calling 
out  and  stationing  at  Portsmouth  harbor,  four  com- 
panies of  the  detached  militia  for  the  d deuce  of  the 
sea  coast. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  is  by  law  vest- 
ed with  power  and  authority  to  call  out  the  militia 


mit  that  he  has  the  power  to  call  upon  the  governors 
of  the  several  states  to  order  a portion  of  the  militia 
into  service,  but  that  those  governors  can  with  pro- 
priety refuse  to  carry  those  orders  into  effect,  would 
establish  a principle  of  insubordination  incompati- 
ble with  all  military  principles,  and  would,  in  factj 
nullify  the  authority  vested  in  the  president  as  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  militia.  Apply  this  princi- 
ple of  insubordination  to  one  of  your  regiments,  and 
consider  its  effects.  Admit  that  the  majors  are  not 
bound  to  obey  the  orders  of  their  colonel,  the  cap- 
tains and  subalterns  those  of  their  majors,  or  the 
privates  those  of  their  captains  : could  such  a regi- 
ment be  respectable  in  peace— could  it  afford  secu- 
rity jn  war- — or  even  support  its  own  existence  ? 

If  the  respective  governors  of  the  several  states 
are  not  bound  to  call  out  the  militia  upon  the  re- 
quisition of  the  president,  but  are  to  exercise  their 
judgment  whether  the  state  of  affairs  require  it, 
some  governors  living  nearer  the  scene  of  action  and 
having  more  information,  would  comply,  but  others 
refuse.  This  diversity  of  opinion  and  conduct, 
would  produce  such  a state  of  uncertainty  and  con- 
fusion, as  might  greatly  endanger  the  public  safety. 
As  the  constitution  has  vested  the  president  with 
the  power  of  directing  and  managing  our  foreign  re- 
lations, he  must  necessarily  have  earlier  and  more 
correct  information,  when  the  nation  is  in  danger  of 
invasion,  than  any  officer  can  have,  and  of  course 
he  must  be  better  qualified  to  determine  when  the 
aid  of  the  militia  is  ne^sary . 

To  contend  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  requires  that  some  portion  of  our  territory 
should  be  in  the  actual  possession  of  an  invading  en- 
emy before  the  president  can  call  out  the  militia  to 
oppose  that  enemy,  is  a construction  favorable  in- 
deed to  the' enemy,  but  fatal  to  the  security  of  our 
own  country;  and  would  if  reduced  to  practice,  in 
a great  degree  and  in  many  cases,  wholly  defeat  the  ' 
very  object  of  the  constitution,  that  of  providing  the 
means  of  security  to  our  citizens  and  preventing  the 
sore  calamity  of  an  invasion.  It  is  a correct  princi- 
ple, that  when  doubts  arise  respecting  the  import  of 
a law,  contemporaneous  constructions  are  entitled 
to  great  respect.  In  this  case,  we  have  the  highest 
authority  that  the  nature  of  the  subjec  t can  admit. 
Both  houses  of  congress,  at  early  periods  after- the 
establishment  of  the  constitution,  passed  two  laws, 
the  one  May  2d,  1792,  and  the  other  February  28th, 
1795,  in  both  of  which  they  expressly  authorised  the 
president  to  call  out  the  militia,  not  only  when  the 
United  States  should  be  actually  invaded,  but  when 
they  should  “he  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion.”- 


to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union , suppress  insurrections,  i A nd  to  ftdfl  still  greater  weight  to  those  high  authori- 
repel  invasions,  and  when  the  United  States  are  pities,  general  Washington,  who  was  president  of  the 
imminent  danger  of  being  invaded.  In  executing  the  convention  that  formed  the  constitution,  and  it  must 
laws  and  providing  against  invasions,  the  president, -e  aamitted,  was  a correct  judge  of  its  intention,- 
who  by  the  constitution  is  appointed  commander  in j approved  and  signed  both  of  these  laws, 
chief  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States , is  judge  of  Believing  that  the  president  was  in  fact  command- 

the  militia  of  the  several  states,  and 

time  when  it  was  necessary  to  call 
Soon  as  I received  requisitions  from 
into  service,  but  no  authority  to  determine  the  time  {general  Dearborn,  without  consulting  fesh  and  blood,' 
or  fix  the  number  that  should  be  called,  would  ren-jl  promptly  issued  orders  for  calling  into  the  service 
der  the  power  vested  in  him  useless  and  might  ex- ! such  portions  of  the  detached  militia  as  were  requir- 
pp^e  a portion  of  the  citi'zQijs  to  inevitable  d’estruu-'ed.  Four  companies  under  major  Bassett  are  *ta*' 
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lioncd  at  Portsmouth  harbor,  for  the  defence  of  our  j 
ow  n sea  board. 

Numerous  applications  were  made  to  me  from  va- 
rious parts  of  the  state,  particularly  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  several  frontier  towns,  representing-  *the 
frontiers  as  being-  in  danger  of  predatory  attacks  from 
the  enemy,  and  Urg-ing-  the  necessity  of  my  ordering- 
a military  force  for  their  security.  Without  loss  of 
time,  I made  a representation  of  their  case  to  gene- 
ral Dearborn  ; who  requested  me  to  call  out  a com- 
pany of  the  detached  m ilitia  for  their  defence.  I im- 
mediately issued  orders  accordingly : and  a com  pa* 
ny  under  captain  Mahurin  is  stationed  at  StuaHs- 
town.  These  five  companies  are  in  the  service  and 
pay  of  the  United  Sates. 

It  is  a tribute  of  respect  justly  due  to  the  adjutant 
general  M’ Cl  ary  for  his  ready  assistance  ; and  to  the 
brigadier  generals  Storer,  Robinson  and  "Montgome- 1 
ry,  to  state  that  the  orders  issued  to  them  on  this  oc- 
casion, were  executed  with  promptitude  awl  fidelity. 

Permit  me  to  request  your  attention  to  the  pro- 
priety of  making  some  additional  provision  for  the 
detached  militia.  This  portion  of  our  valuable  citi- 
zens are  liable  on  short  notice,  and  at  seasons  of  the 
year  when  their  own  business  renders  it  inconve- 
nient to  them,  to  be  called  into  actual  service,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  six  months  afier  they  arrive  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous.  As  the  law  of  the  United 
•States  allows  them  no  bounty,  clothing,  or  arms,  is 
not  this  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  liable  to  bear 
more  than  their  share  of  the  necessary  burthens  of 
the  war,  unless  some  bounty  should  be  granted  to 
them  by  the  state  ? 

Congress,  on  the  23d  of  April,  1808,  having  ap- 
propriated a certain  annual  sum  for  the  manufac- 
ture and  purchase  of  arms  and  military  equipments 
for  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  to  be  distribut- 
ed to  each  state,  I applied  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  received  from  him  an  order  for  the  delivery  of 
one  thousand  stand  of  arms.  These  arms  have  since 
been  delivered  to  my  order,  and  are  now  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  commissary -general  of  this  state.  It  is 
necessary  that  such  a law  should  be  made  for  their 
distribution,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  and  the 
law  of  congress  require. 

At  a time  when  we  are  actually  at  war,  I conceive 
arguments  are  unnecessary  to  convince  you  of  the 
great  importance  and  real  necessity  of  improving  the 
state  and  condition  of  our  militia.  To  render  it  that 
sure  and  naticnd  defence,  for  which  it  was  instit  uted, 
arms,  ammunition  and  discipline  are  indispensably  ne- 
cessary. In  the  two  former  we  are  yet  in  a great  de- 
gree. deficient.  Your  wisdom  and  patriotism,  I trust, 
will  devise  the  means  for  the  necessary  supply.  I re- 
commend to  you  the  expediency  of  requiring  each 
town  in  the  state  to  purchase  and  have  constantly  on 
hand, certain  quantities  of gunpowder,halis  and  flints, 
to  be  ready  for  use  on  any  emergency.  1 know  of  no 
la\  • of  this  state,  by  which  any  appropriations  are 
made,  or  authority  given  to  any  officer  to  purchase 
ammunition,  blankets,  tents,  or  any  article  of  camp 
equipage — articles  of  absolute  necessity  in  case  we 
should  be  invaded  or  our  militia  required  to  march 
to  the  defence  of  our  frontiers,  or  to  aid  our  sister 
states  in  repelling  an  invading  foe. 

There  are  other  objects  of  minor  importance,  re- 
lating- to  the  militia,  that  appear  to  me  to  require 
legislative  aid.  Permit  me  to  mention  one  for  your 
consideration.  The  surgeon  of  each  regiment  or 
his  mate  is  authorised  t.o  give  a certificate  to  any  sol- 
dier that  he  is  unable  to  perform  military  duty ; and 
this  certificate  absolutely  exempts  him  until  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  company  and  surgeon  shall 
both  decide  that  the  disability  is  removed.  From 
corrtjflaints  made  to  me  by  several  respectable  militia' 


officers,  as  well  as  from  my  own  knowledge,  I have 
reason  to  believe  that  in  some  instances  surgeons 
liave  excused  soldiers  from  duty  without  sufficient 
cause.  The  effect  of  this  has  been  to  create  a spirit 
of  murmuring  and  complaint  in  those  soldiers  who 
were  equally  entitled  to  certificates,  hut  who  dis- 
daining to  apply  for  them,  performed  their  duty.**— 
Another  ill  effect  attending  this  law  and  the  practice 
under  it,  is,  that  although  the  exempts  obtained  the 
certificate  upoh  a disability  that  ceased  filing  before 
the  next  muster,  vet  the  certificate  remains  in  full 
force  until  the  captain  and  surgeon  meet,  and  both, 
of  them  declare  the  disability  removed.  Add  to 
this,  that  the  captain  of  the  company  and  the  sur- 
geon of  the  regiment,  ir.  many  cases,  live  at  a con- 
siderable distance- from  each  other,  and  cannot,  with- 
out inconvenience,  loss  of  time  and  money,  meet  to 
klecide  the  question.  Would  not  this  evil  be  in  a 
great  measure  remedied,  if  no  soldiei*  was  excused 
from  duty,  unless  the  certificate  was  signed  by  both 
the  captain  of  his  company  and  the  surgeon  of  hip 
regiment,  and  if  the  exemption  should  extend  to  the 
then  next  muster. 

[Two  short  local  paragraphs  omitted.] 

I have  freely  and  without  reserve  communicated  to 
you  my  sentiments  upon  the  peculiar  state  of  our 
country,  and  some  of  the  important  subjects  con- 
nected with  its  interests.  My  duty  required  me  to 
be  explicit ; and  I feel  no  disposition  to  shrink  from 
its  performance.  This  is  the  only  apology  I catv 
make  for  the  length  of  time  I have  detained  you. 
And,  gentlemen,  be  assured  that  I shall  readily  con- 
cur with  you  in  such  measures  as  shall  promote  and 
perpetuate  the  prosperity  of  this  state,  and  that  of 
our  common  country.  WILLIAM  PLUMER 
November  18, 1812. 


Legislature  of  New-York. 

The  following  message  from  his  excellency  the  Go ' 
vernor  was  laid,  before  the  house  of  assembly  on 
the  last  day  of  their  last  meeting.  It  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing it-,  and  referred  to  a select  committee,  tore- 
port  thereon  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

Gentlemen, 

Pursuant  to  the  suggestion  which  I had  the  honor 
to  make  in  my  public  communication  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  I now  do  myself  tlx-  honor  to  lay  be- 
fore you  a statement  of  the  proceedings  which  have 
been  adopted  during  the  present  war  in  relation  to 
the  security  and  defence  of  this  state  by  the  milTtia. 
The  statement  is  as  minute  and  specific  as  the  short- 
ness of  the  intervening-  time  and  the  pressure  of  other 
official  concerns  has  permitted.  I flatter  myself  th;$ 
communication  will  be  regarded  also  as  a substantial 
and  satisfactory  compliance  with  the  request  contain- 
ed in  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  the  assembly, 
passed  on  the  5th  inst. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress,  entitled  “aft, 
act  to  authorise  a detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,”  passed  the  10th  day  of  April  last, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  an  order  under 
date  of  April  15th,  required  the  commander  in  chief 
of  this  state  to  detach,  organize  and  hold  in  readi- . 
ness  for  public  service  23,500  militia,  includingoffi- 
cers,  being  our  quota  of  the  100,000  men  provided 
for  by  the  last  mentioned  act.  Orders’  to  that  effect 
were  accordingly  issued  without  delay,  and  on  ftie- 
18th  day  of  June  last  the  said  quota  was  organized 
into  divisions,  brigades  and  regiments,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  general  orders  upon  that  subject ; a co- 
py whereof  marked  (A.)  accompanies  this  message. 

I Previously  to  the  organization,,  and  antecedently  to 
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itiou  for  that  purpose,  r.  company 
tin  of  that  cit* , and  sundry  in<1 


of  volunteer  mili 
epemleut  uniform- 


the  declaration  of  war,  and,  as  I presume,  in  antici-,  day  of  August  last,  when,  in  consequence  of  a veqni* 
pation  of  that  event,  a communication  was  received  |r. 
from  the  secretary  of  the  war  department,  announc 

ing  a requisition  by  the  president  of  a detachment  j companies  ofthe  city  of  Albany;  and  of  the  cities 
of  the  militia  of  this  state  for  the  protection  and  de-  J and  villages  on  the  margin  of  the  Hudson  ; amount- 
fence  of  the  northern  frontier  thereof,  and  request- 1 ing  in  the  whole  to  about  five  hundred  and  thirty 
ing  me  to  issue  the  necessary  orders  for  that  pui  pose,  men  including  officers,  were  stationed  in  the  state 


From  four  to  six  hundred  men  were  to  be  stationed 
at  Niagara,  two  hundred  at  Oswego,  and  from  six 
to  eight  hundred  at  some  convenient  place  near  the 
mou  th  of  Black  River,  with  authority  for  me  to  make 
such  alteration  m the  appointment  as  I should  judge 
proper,  Upon  the  receipt  of  that  order,  measures 
were  immediately  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Ma- 
jor-general Wring*  was  directed  to  detach  from  that 
par.  of  his  division  composed  of  Oneida,  Herkimer 

jpeffie 
to  he 

Xais  Ellis,  Herd  and  Miller,  of  Onondago,  Madison, 
and  Cortland  counties,  were  to  furnish  their  quotas 
of  4UU  men,  to  be  stationed  at  Oswego,  and  lm-jor- 
general  Hall  was  directed  to  detach  and  organize  600 
men,  including  officers,  from  his  division,  composed 
of  the  infantry  in  the  counties  of  Cayuga,  Seneca, 
Ontario,  Steuben,  Genessee,  Niagara,  Chautanque 
and  Cattaragus,  to  proceed  to  Niagara.  The  whole 
number  required  for  Niagara  were  volunteers,  and  all 
except  one  company,  were  volunteers  under  the  act 
of  congress  of  the  6th  of  February  last.  The  last 
mentioned  volunteers  amounting  to  170  men,  are  still 
in  service  at  Black  Rdck.  The  detachment  destined 
forSackett’s  Harbor  mustered  about  480  men,  includ- 
ing officers.  They  served  ninety  days  and  were  then 
relieved.  One  company  ofthe  detachment  for  Oswego 
consisted  of  volunteers  under  the  act  of  congress, 
passed  the  6th  of  February,  1812,  and  the  residue 
were  volunteers  generally.  The  abovementioned  de- 
tachments were  noi 
month  of  May  last 

The  official  notice  of  the  declaration  of  war  was 
not  accompanied  by  any  further  requisition  or  direc- 
tion to  reinforce  the  detachments  abovementioned, 
or  to  station  troops  on  the  Champlain  frontier,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  were  immediately  exposed  both 
to  invasion  by  the  enemy  and  to  the  depredations  of 
the  savages,  I did  not  therefore  hesitate  to  decide 
that  an  emergency  existed  which  not  only  authorised, 
but  imperiously  required  me  to  exercise  the  discre- 
tion confided  to  the  commander  in  chief  by  the  68th 
section  of  the  militia  law  of  this  state,  and  accord- 
ingly the  detached  militia  of  Washington,  Essex, 
Clinton  and  Franklin,  and  one  company  oflieut.  col. 
Thorn’s  regiment  of  artillery,  were  placed  under 
the  Command  of  general  Moore,  for  the  purpose 
of  extending  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Champlain  frontier.  The  troops  previously  sta- 
tioned at  Niagara  were  directed  to  be  reinforced 
by  the  detached  quota  of  Ontario,  Genessee,  and 
Niagara  counties, — and  to  the  end  that  cofnpe 
tent  seciu'ity  might  he  afforded  to  the  counties  of 
Jefferson,  Lewis  and  Si.  Lawrence,  the  detached  mi- 
litia of  those  counties  and  Of  Onedia,  together  with 
the  troops  previously  posted ' at  Sackett’s. Harbor 
ivere  placed  under  the  Command  of  general  Jacob 
BrOwn.  A small  reinforcement  of  volunteer  uni- 
form corps  was  also  sent  to  Oswego.  Upon  being  ad- 
vised of  these  arrangements,  ihe  president  of  ihe 
United  States  approved  and  confirmed  them,  and  the 
. troops  w.re  thereafter  considered  in  the  service  of 
U.  States  and  have,  been  paid  accordingly.  Additional 
quantities  of  arms  and  ammuition,  and  all  the  camp 
fquippaige  under  my  control  were  forwarded  imme- 
diately to  the  frontier  arsenals  and  pests. 

Very  few  of  the  militia  wore  called  upon  for  the 


fortification  at  the  Narrows.  Their  time  of  service 
will  expire  on  the  27th  instant,  as  they  were  called 
out  upon  a requistion,  made  under  and  pursuant  to 
the  act  of  Congress  passed  22d  of  February,  1795, 
and  are  not  therefore  liable  to  serve  more  than  nine- 
ty days  after  arriving  at  the  place  of  their  distilla- 
tion. 

In  consequence  of  other  restrictions,  the  first  and 
second  detached  regiments  of  infantry,  the  greatest 
;rson,  Lewis  and  St  Lawrence  counties,  600  men  j part  ofthe  first  brigade  of  state  artillery,  one  com- 
2 stationed  at  S xkett’s  H.a'bor.  Brigadier  gene-  pany  of  riflemen,  and  a volunteer  troop  of  cavalry  . 

were  directed  to  take  the  field  on  the  15th  of  day  of 
Septemer  last,  for  the  protection  of  New-York  and 
its  vicinity.  A small  force  lias  also  been  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk 
county.  - , 

Upon  several  requisitions  the  ninth  detached  regi- 
ment of  militia,  three  companies  of  light  infantry, 
two  additional  companies  of  artillery,  and  one  troop 
of  cavalry  and  a company  of  riflemen  were  inarched 
..  the  northern  frontier,  and  are  stationed  in  Clinton 
nd  Franklin  counties.  Some  ofthe  companies  were 
volunteers  for  one  year’s  service.  The  infantry 
marched  about  the  10th  and  the  residue  of  the  troops 
on  the  15th  of  September.  The  fourth  detached  bri- 
gade of  infantry,  witli  one  company  of  horse  artillery 
and  four  companies  of  foot  artillery,  upon  the  like 
requisition  and  orders,  marched  to  the  north  western 
frontier  about  the  first  of  September,  and  are  station- 
ed at  Sackett’s  Harbor,  Cape  Vincent  and  Ogdens- 
burgh. 

The  6th  and  7th  brigades  of  the  detaelied  militia, 
and  several  independent  companies,  have  in  like  man- 
ner been  called  into  service  for  the  security  of  the 
western  frontier.  The  result  is  that  of  volunteeis 
for  one  year,  volunteers  awi  militia  detached,  for  six 
months  service,  and  corp 'tailed  upon  for  8 months, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  eongfess, 
passed  22d  February,  1795,  there  are  now  in  actual 
service,  according  to  the  best  estimate  I am  able  to 
make  at  present,  the  following  numbers  of  militia 
of  the  state,  viz  : 

At  N.  York  and  on  Long  and  Staten -Islands  2,200 

At  Plattsburgh,;  and  the  frontier  towns  of 
Clinton  and  Franklin  counties  1,300 

At  Sackett’s  Harbor,  Cape  Vincent,  Og*- 
densburgh  and  elsewhere  on  tile  St.  Law- 
rence, about  2,400 

At  Oswego  450 

At  Buffi,  toe,  Black  Rock,  Scholsser,  &c.  2,250 

The  militia  and  regulars  on  the  Niagara  station 

were  at  first  commanded  by  lietit.  colonel  Pliiletus 
Swift — then  by  brigadier-general  Wadsworth — after- 
wards for  a short  lime,  by  major-general  Hall,  and 
upon  and  after  his  arrival,  by  m.jor-gcneral  "\  an 
Rensselaer,  all  of  die  imlitui.  The  troops  at  Oswego 
have,  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  that  post, 
been  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  George  Fleming  of 
the  OiiiUia.  The  detachment  in  service  at  Sackett’s 
Harbor  before  the  war,  was  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  col.  Bellinger  of  the  militia.  After  the  war 
and  the  arrival  of  Reinforcements,  the  detachments 
from  the  army  and  militia  on  the  front  ier,  extending 
from  Sackett’s  Harbor  to  Si.  Regis,  were  command- 
ed by  brigadier-general  Brown  of  the  militia,  until 
the  arrival  of  the  fourth  detached  brigade  of  militia, 
then  the  commandant  of  that  brigade,  gen.  Dodge, 
.safety  of  New-Yerk  or  L wg-ldand,  until- the  27th  being  die  senior  officer,  assumed,  and  now  holds 
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'f e command  of  the  last  mentioned  district  of  fron-  pc recivc  in  them  a direct  tenderer  to  naralize  the 
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tie;-.  Brig-.  general  Petit,  commands  the  militia  at 
Pi.  Usbun-  fi  ,.nd  its  vicinity  ; but  general  Bloumfieid 
oi'  the  army,  being  superior  in  rank,  lias  since  the 
month  oi  September,  had  the  superintending  com- 
mand of  the  whole  force; on  that  station.  The  corps 
formed  of  independent  companies  stationed  at  the 
Narrows,  is  commanded  bv  lieutenant-colonel  Robert 
Swart- nit,  of  the  militia.  ' That  part  of  the  first  bri- 
gade of  art  diery  in  service  is  under  brigadier-general 
Morton,  of  the  militia.  The  first  and  second  detach- 
ed regiments  of  infantry,  with  the  riflemen  and  ca- 
valry, are  commanded  by  lieutenanUcolonels  Jonas 
Mnpes  and  Reck  man  M.  Van  Ueuren,  of  the  militia, 
and  the  whole  are  under  the  superintending  com- 
mand of  general  Armstrong,  of  the  army,  who  is 
the  superior  officer  in  service  on  the  N.  York  station. 

There  are  sundry  requisitions,  orders  and  other 
papers  relating  to  the  militia  in  the  possession  of  the 
adjutant -general,  whose  absence  from  the  seat  of 
government  prevents  my  having  immediate  access  to 
them.  Rut  the  preceding  statement,  and  the  docu- 
ments herein  annexed,  will,  I hope,  amply  explain 
the  authority  and  principles  upon  which  the  militia 
have  been  called  into  service,  the  object  of  their 
services,  the  times  when  they  were  called  upon,  tin 
principal  general  orders  ai id  instructions  which  have 
been  issued  and  given,  the  number  now  in  actual 
service,  where  stationed,  and  b>  whom  commanded. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Albany,  Nov.  11,  1812. 

[The  documents  consist  of  copies  of  orders  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  general  Dearborn,  gen.  Aim- 
strong,  &c.  respecting  the  requisitions  of  state 
militia,  j 

Representation 

or  TIIE  HEl*LrllLlCAX'  MItMBKRS  OF  THE  XEGISTATUEE  OF 
KKW-JEHSEY. 

Wo,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  legislature 
of  New- Jersey,  viewing  with  deep  concern  the  injuri- 
ous tendency  of  a certain  declaration  of  the  legisla- 


...  ..  , - — legisla 

tive  council  and  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
New-Jersey,  think  it  a duty  we  owe  to  the  general 
government,  to  our  constituents,  and  to  our  own 
.characters,  to  express  our  decided  disapprobation  of 
said  declaration  and  resolutions. 

In  contemplating  this  extraordinary  declartion,  the 
undersigned  perceive  in  it  a rooted  hostility  to  the 
administration  of  the  general  government,  calculated 
to  suppress  every  genuine  American  feeling,  and  ew- 
dently  seeking  consolation  from  the  power  and  suc- 
cess of  our  enemies,  and  in  the  disasters  of  our  coun- 
try. All  the  manly  sentiments  of  patriotism  that 
ought  to  animate  the  representatives  of  freemen,  ap- 
pear to  the  undersigned,  to  have  been  absorbed  m u 
rancourous  hatred  to  the  president  of  die  United 
Mates  and  those  aeting  in  the  administration  with 
cum. 

The  outrages  and  injuries  inflicted  on  the  com- 
mercial right*  of  our  country,  and  on  the  persons  of 
our  citizens  are  shut  out  of  view  and  an  artful  and  hu- 
jniliatmg  apologvjtor  the  British  practice  of  impress- 
ment  substituted  in  its  place.— The  evils  of  war  are 
painted  m the  most  frightful  colors  as  though  it  was 
a cardinal  point  in  tiie  politics  of  some  A 
to  intimidate  the  country  into  submission  to  the  un- 
righteous pretensions  of  Great.  Britain. 

1 he  suggestion  of  an  apprehension  that  the  Ameri- 
can government  are  about  to  forma  confederacy 
with  ! ranee,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
wholly  without  foundation. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  of  the  fram- 
es of  tins  declaration  and  resolves,  the  undersigned 


efforts  or  our  country  and  government  m a war  un- 
dertaken for  the  protection  of  the  property  and  per- 
sons <>f  our  citizens  ana  the  maritime  rights  of  the 
nation  ; to  encourage  the  enemy  in  the  prosecution 
ot  .Ire  war;  to  dcsjroy  the  confidence  of  tire  people 
ir.  the  government  oi  the  United  States  ; to  shake  the 
foundations  of  the  union  ; foment  civil  directions, 
and  introduce  anarchy  : ail  tending  to  the  ruin  of  bur 
happy  country  and  the  misery  of  the  people.  We 
therefore,  feel  it  a duty,  to  express  unreservedly  our 
opinion  that  the  sentiments  contained  in  said  decla- 
ration and  resolves,  will  meet  the  unequivocal  disap- 
probation of  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  the 
state  of  New-Jerscy,  who  have  too  much  virtue  to 
er. list  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the  ancient 
enemies  of  their  liberties  and  independence,  in  hos*- 
tdity  to  their  own  government  and  country. 


Ebenezer  Seely, 
Jiarnabas  Sinnac, 
Charier  Clark , 

JM.  Dickinson, 

Silas  Condi  l, 

7».  If  . Rutherford, 
Jeremiah  Dubois, 
Ephraim  Hate  man, 
Samuel  Pennington, 
Simon  Cort-rlght , 
Stephen  J)  d. 


John  Maas, 

Pei  jam  in  Endlong 
Joseph  Sharp, 
James  Wilson, 

J antes  Davidson , 
James  Newell, 
Jepthah  R.  JITunn , 
Stephen.  Willis, 

1 II.  Van  fester, 
Charles  Kinsey. 


Legislature  of  North-Carolina. 

To  the  hon.  the  General  Assembly  of  North-Carolina* 

GENTLEMEN — If  exhibits  a pleasing  spectacle-  in  ordinary 
times  to  behold  the  representatives  ot  the  freemen  of  this  slate, 
assembled  for  tin-  purpose  of  devising  ami  adopting  such  measures 
as  may  seem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  ami  general 
welfare  of  their  constituents.  If  such  is  the  case  when  peace  and 
tranquility  prevail,  how  much  more  interesting  must  it  lie  to  lie- 
hold  them  convened  in  their  legislative  capacity,  at  a period  w hen 
our  country  is  called  upon  to  maintain,  at  the  point  of  the  liayo- 
h<  r rights,  liberty  and  independence.  Your  situation,  gciitle- 
nii  n,  exhibits  the  latter. 

\n  official  communication  from  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  U. 
States  reached  my  office  on  the  23*1  of  June  last,  announcing  the 
declaration  of  war  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  tin*  nation., 
against  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  audits  dependencies.  The 
insolence,  the  injustice,  and  the  complicated  aggressions  on  the 
part  of  that  nation  againstthe  Unrbxl  States,  not  only  afforded  our 
I government  abundant  cause  of  an  appeal  to  anus  long  be  lore  the 
period  when  that  event  took  place,  but  seemed  in  the  most  com- 
manding terms  to  call  for  the  adoption  of  that  alternative,  in  or- 
der to  convince  the  enemy  and  the  world  that  »>  possessed  the 
will  and  the  power  to  maintain  and  defend  that  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence w hich  emanated  from,  and  was  secured  to  us  by  tiie  glo- 
rious struggles  of  our  revolutionary  fathers.  Although  pur  go- 
vernment must  have  been  fully  sensible  that  her  reiterated  attempts 
to  bring  about  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  differences  subsist- 
ing between  the  tw  o nations,  would  lie  considered  as  arising  from 
a want,  ofcourage  to  vindicate  her  violated  rights,  by  a recourse  to 
arms  ;yet  actuated  by  a love  of  peace,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
ft  utu  ns  oflicr  character,  slm  bad  the  firmness  to  persist  in  trying 
very  experiment  .which  seemed  to  promise  the  attainment  of  that 
desirable  object.  The  overtures  on  the  part  of  our  government 
had  been  uniformly  made  on  principles  tire  most. just  and  equit- 
able, but  th-  British  cabinet  by  nut  listening  to  them,  had  mani- 
fested their  determination  not  to  accede  to  any  propositions  that 
re  not  consonant  to  what  they  were  pleased  tv  term  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  British  nation,  in  contradiction  to  the  estab- 
lished right*,  and  incompatible  with  the  safety  oi'  independent  na- 
tions. The  indulgence  extended  io  that  nation  was  carried  to  a 
dangerous  and  almost  inadmissible  length,  while  the  leading  cir- 
cumstances which  characterised  tie*  reiterated  abuses  of  the  mode- 
ration of  our  government,  were  each  of  them  of  a nature  to  have 
exhausted  any  less  settled  system  of  forbearance.  All  attempts  at 
negotiation  having  finally  proved  unsuccessful,  and  degradation 
staring  us  full  in  the  face,  the  unavoidable,  alternative  was  matter 
iCT:  calls,  j0j-  an  dt  ep-  st  regret, ami  a disappointment  to  our  sanguine  expec- 
tations for  the  restoration  of  friendship  and  a good  understanding 
between  t he  two  countries.  Thus  situated,  eitln-r  disgracefully  to 
submit  to  British  insolence,  iNjustict  and  aggressions,  and  perhaps 
finally  tothe  British  yoke;  or,  boldly  to  appeal  to  arms  io  avert 
tie  •■''gradation  which  hovered  over  ins,  to  redress  our  wrongs,  and 
to  place  our  national  character,  sovereignty  and  iiu!<-|>ei. deuce  up- 
on a basis  not  to  he  shaken,  the  constituted  Rmhorim-s  of  the  na- 
tion w ould  not  have  acted  in  consonance  with  the  high  sentiments 

of  the  American  peoph  , if  they  had  abandoned  themselve,  to  a di- 
rect confession  of  the  inability  oi  our  country  to  maintain  the  ho- 
nor, dignity,  and  exalted  rank  which  she  holds  among  Utv  great 
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nations  of  the  world : But  animated  by  kindred  sentiments  with 
those  which  pervaded  their  injured  and  insulted  Constituents,  alter 
having  without  success  exhausted  all  resources,  in  order  to  pre- 
* serve  peace  upon  honorable  terms,  they  with  manly  firmness  em- 
braced the  last  resort— an  appeul  to  aru^s,  to  rescue  their  country 
from  impending  disgrace  and  ruin, 

Witen  we  reflect  that  tin*  war  in  which  we  are  at  present  engag- 
ed has  not,  in  any  degree,  been  provoked  on  our  part— that  all  our 
off  rs  to  conciliate,  so  fa>-  from  having  the  contemplated  and  desir- 
able tendency  to  produce  peace, had  the  effect  to  siimulatethe  Bri- 
tish government  to  fresh  acts  of  unprovoked  hostility— and,  in  line, 
when  we  reflect  that  in  pursuing  the  course  which  had  been  mark- 
ed out  by  our  forbearance,  we  bad  reached  the  brink  of  degrada- 
tion, and  that  by  advancing  one  step  farther  our  national  character 
would  have  been  plunged  into  irretrievable  disgrace,  our  feelings 
irrcsisiably  prompt  us  to  admit,  that  the  declaration  of  war  on  our 
part,  was  not  only  justifiable  but  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  ofthe'honor,  dignity  and  independence  of  our  country. 

A war  founded  injustice,  and  having  tor  its  object  the  preserva- 
tion of  thecharactcr 'and  sovereign  rights  of  the  U States,  imposes  an 
obligation  on  all  the  departments  of  the  general  and  state  govern- 
ments, and  indeed  on  the  whole  American  people,  to  afford  it  their 
vigorou  s am!  effective  support.  It  is  your  province,  gentlemen,  as 
the  most  efficient  branch  of  our  state  government  to  devise  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  to  vou  may  seem  best  calculated  to  give 
energy  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  to  mitigate  the 
evils  of  tvar  to  our  own  citizens,  to  render  it  effectual  against  the 
enemy,  and  to  bring  it  to  a just,  speedy  and  honorable  Conclusion. 
Unanimity  and  vigor  are  so  essentially’ connected  with  the  accom- 
plishment ofthose ohjectstliat  without  them  the  best  concerted  plans 
may  he  frustrated,  the  arm  of  government  p.ualized,  and  the  most 
disgraceful  and  ruinous  consequences  result  to  our  national  liberty. 
Therefore,  permit  me  earnestly  to  entreat  you  at  this  important 
crisis,  to  consign  toe!  iivion  party  distinctions— to  banish  from  your 
walls  those  party  heats  an  & animosities  which  have  unfortunately 
so  longexisted  in  our  country,  which  if  cherished  at  times  like  the 
present  may  endanger  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  political 
existence,  and  render  us  an  easy  prey  to  a contemptible  enemy  ; 
and  as  the  representatives  ofa  free  people  contending  for  their  sa- 
cred. rights  and  privileges,  tp  support  with  unaiiiniitysnch  mea- 
sures as  may  seem  meet  and  necessary  for  the  defence  and  security 
«f  those  inestimable  blessings.  United,  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  our  enemies,  rivaled,  cl!  is  at  hazard.  Notwithstanding 
ri-ere  may  have  existed  a differ  , nee  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  declaration  of  war,  at  the  time  when  that  event  took  place, 
vt  t,  as  the  objects  now  at  stake  axe  all  important,  your  wisdom  and 
patriotism  are  sure  pl'-dgesof  your  zealous  co  operation  in  prose- 
cuting the  contest  with  the  utmost  vigor,  :ys  the  only  effectual 
means  of  conducting  it  to  a speedy  and  successful  termination. 
Let  England  be  taught  to  know  that  the  present  race  of  Americans 
prenot  of  spurious  origin— that  they  are  the  legitimate  offspring  of 
the  heroes  of  oisr  revolution  : Sin  v\  ill  then  respect  our  rights,  and 
the  savage  war-hoop  will  cease  to  terrify  the  defenceless  inhabitants 
of  our  extensive  frontiers. 

While  weare  vigorously  pursuing  the  course  which  our  govern- 
yneni  has  been  coni’ idled  to  adopt  against  Great  Britain,  it  maybe 
essential  to  ou r safely  to  guard  against  the  utiles  and  intrigues  of 
a no  less  invet'-raie  enemy  to  our  rights  and  liberties — the  emperor 
of 'the  Frartrh — Our  differences  with  him,  as  the  President  of  the 
U.  States  in  Iris  recent  communication  to  Congress,  has  informed 
the  nation,  are  yet  in  an  unsettled  state.  He  has  furnished  incon- 
trovertible evidence  of  hisst! perior  claims  to  a pre-eminent  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  all  the  vi  rs  and  enormities  w hich  render  a human 
being  odious  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man.  Crimes  and  intrigues  the 
most  wicked : the  most  shoclring  to  humanity, he  has  resorted  to, in  or- 
der to  accomplish  bis  nefarious  purposes, gratify  his  boundless  ambi- 
tion and  ihsnthiblethirst  for  universal  dominion.  Unoffendi  agnations 
on  tlie  continent  of  Europe  have  felt  the  full  force  of  \\h friendship  ; 
they  have  been  crushed  by  its  ardor,  and  still  groan  under  its  conti- 
nuance. A stranger  to  equity  and  justice,  he  would  do  violence  to 
his  natural  propensities  wt  re  he  to  make  suitable  atonement  for 
any  one  of  the  volume  of  aggressions  which  he  has  perpetrated 
against  the  rights  of  independent  and  neutral  nations.  From 
such  a character,  whosp  despotic  will  is  the  supreme  law  of  his  em- 
pire, and  whose  thirst  for  conquest  cannot  be  satiated  by  any  thing 
short  of  the  subjugation  of  the  whole  world,  have  the  U.  States 
reasonable  grounds  to  expect  restitution  for  the  multiplied  injuries 
find  spoliations  which  they  have  experienced  at  his  hands,  unaccom- 
panied by  vinos  connected  with  his  (nun  aggrandizement  ? Knowing 
the  governing  principles  of  his  actions,  the  United  States  would  be 
lost  to  a sense  of  every  thing  conducive  to  the  preservation  of  tin  ir 
honor  and  best  interests,  were  they  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
him  on  any  conditions  or  in  any  manner  whatever.  That  tips  grand 
nud  favorite  snare  of  his,  as  we  are  engaged  in  war  with  England, 
(his  rival,  as  well  in  war  as  in  aggressions  upon  our  rights)  w ill  now 
be  laid  for  the  U.  Slates,  we  have  every  reason  to  expect ; Should 
such  expectation  he  verified,  it  will  he  for  our  country  to  deter- 
mine whether;  she  will  lie  allured  into  it.  If  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  an  open  and  direct  war  with  the  French  nation  is  an  evil  less 
to  be  dreaded  than  an  entangling  alliance  w hich  would  not  fail  lo 
produce  the  most  humiliating  effects  upon  our  national  character, 
and  from  which  we  should  not  be  al  io  to  extricate  ourselves  but  by 
an  appeal  to  arms. 

Therefore,  gentlemen,/*.?  A \ net-mans,  let  us  unite  in  vigorously 
prosecuting  thy  war  against  England,  and  as  Americans',  f t us 
unite  in  demanding  justice  from. and  guarding  against  the  intrigues 
pf  France.  Let  us  teach  both  tfyese  naliods,' that  the  condition  of 
yr  friendship,  is  the  redress  of  our  wrongs. 

In  the  mouth  of  April  last.  Twos  called  upon  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States, through  the  secretary  of  the  department  of  wav. 
to  organize,  turn  and  vquip  according  to  law.  and  hold  in  readiness 
fpr  actual  service,  sew*,  thousand  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  offi. 
ipeJu&iJ.  bejpg  l>tr v * * - - - 


■t^uoig  4jf  pue  htiigjred  thousand  nfilHin 


which  the  President  was  authorised  to  detach  from  the  several 
states,  hy  virtue  of  an  act  of  congress  passed  the  10th  day  of  that 
month.  In  obedience  to  this  call,  I instructed  the  adjutant  general 
to  distribute  the  necessary  eiders  to  have  the  requisition  complied 
with,  as  soon  as  practicable.  My  instructions  were  executed  by 
him  with  the  utmost  promptitude  and  dispatch.  The  returns  were 
received  w ithin  the  period  prescribed  hy  law.  and  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  war  department.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  state  to  you,  upon  information  derived  from 
most  of  the  general  officers,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  their  respec- 
tive quotas  were  made  up  of  volunteers ; and  it  gives  me  additional 
pleasure  to  remark,  that  several  volunteer  companies  in  different 
sections  of  the  state,  have  made  an  offer  of  service  3s  part  ot  the 
detachment;  on  all  of  whom,  hut  more  especially  on  some  of  them, 
who  have  recently  solicited  to  be  called  into  service  whenever  ne- 
cessity may  require  an  augmentation  of  the  troops  already  on  du- 
ty. too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed.  While  the  voluntarv  offer 
of  those  brave  men  without  effective  arms  in  their  hands,  to  risk 
their  fives  in  defenceof  their  country's  violated  lights,  redounds  tn 
their  honor  and  patriotism,  it  furnishes  ample  grounds  for  the  pre- 
sumption that.?/'  adequate,  and  suitable  provision  in  every  respect 
was  made,  volunteers  to  meet  any  emergency  could  easily  be  pro- 
cured. 

No  provision  has  been  made  by  law  for  arming  and  equipping 
this  detachment.  Hie  laws  of  congress  and  of  this  state  require, 
that  the  individuals  composing  thedetachmentshould  arm  and  equip 
themselves.  The  commissioned  officers  may  have  it  in  their  power  to 
comply  with  those  laws  ; but  a compliance  on  the  part  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  is  impracticable : Not  because 
they  are  destitute  of  the  means  (which  however  is  unfortunately 
the  case  with  many)  to  enable  them  to  purchase  them  ; but  because 
arms  of  the  description  to  be  useful  in  the  field,  and  such  as  they 
are  required,  by  the  act  of  congress,  to  furnish  themselves  with, 
are  not  to  he  found  for  sale  in  this  state.  Admitting,  however,, 
that  every  opportunity  was  afforded  to  individuals  to  purchase  their 
own  arms,  would  it  not  seem  to  be  peculiarly  hard,  that  the  man 
who  is  drafted  or  the  brave  soldier  w ho  voluntarily  steps  forth  t<> 
fight  the  battles  of  his  country,  should,  moreover,  be  compelled,  by 
the  laws  of  that  country,  to  furnish  his  own  arms?  It  has  generally 
been  conceded  that  the  militia  of  our  country  is  the  bulwark  of  our 
safety— it  cannot  be  denied,  that  if,  in  times  of  war , they  are  un- 
armed urdi  unprovided  with  the  munitions  of  war , it  must  be  in  a 
tottering  situation.  Therefore,  it  must  be  indispensably  necessary 
that  effective  arms  and  the  necessary  military  equipments  should  now 
be  provided  lor  such  portions  of  them  as  maybe  subject  to  be  call- 
ed upon  to  do  duty  in  the  field.  Without  those  requisites,  a force 
whose  bravery  might  be  unequalled,  would  be  merely  nominal 
and  from  which,  opposed  by  a well  armed  and  well  disciplined 
enemy,  vastly  inferior  to  them  in  point  of  numbers,  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  expect  any  thing  short  of  a total  defeat.  It  may 
be  proper  here  to  observe,  that  in  answer  to  a letter  which  I wrote 
to  the  secretary  of  the  w ar  department,  dated  the  3d  of  June  last, 
asking  to  be  informed  as  to  the  number  and  kind  of  arms  to  which,, 
this  state  was  entitled  under  the  act  of  congress  passed  in  the  year 
1808,  to  arm  the  whole  body  of  militia  of  the  United  States,  whe- 
ther her  proportion  of  those  arms  had  been  transmitted,  and,  if  not, 
when  I might  expect  to  receive  them,  he  imformed  me,  that,  in 
conformity  to  the  act,  two  thousand  stands  of  arms  would  imme- 
diately be  forwarded  to  the  United  States’  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Johnston,  subject  to  my  order.  These  arms  (muskets  ami  bay- 
onets only)' were  accordingly  received,  and  receipted  for,  under 
that  act.  As  they  were  not  transmitted  by  the  general  government 
for  the  special  purpose  of  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  detach-. 
tnent,  but  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  that  act  of  congress, 
they  have  been  considered  as  the  common  property  of  the  state.— 
No  provision  lias  been  made  by  law  for  their  distribution.  But  ad- 
mitting that  those  muskets  are,  by  your  directions,  distributed 
among  the  men  composing  the  detachment,  theyr  will  not  only  be 
insufficient  to  arm  one  third  of  them,  but  must  be  entirely  use- 
less unaccompanied  by  the  necessary  munitions  of  war.  As  we 
are  engaged  in  war,  the  necessity  of  placing  the  state  in  a warlike 
attitude , is  so  obvious  that  no  room  is  left  fora  doubt  upon  the  sub? 
ject. 

While  your  attention  is  directed  to  this  important  subject,  might 
it  not  be  proper  lo  extend  your  enquiries  into  the  expedn  ncy  or 
propriety  jof  making  some  provision  to  promote  and  encourage  vo- 
lunteer associations  under  the  act  of  congress,  and  the  act  supple- 
mentary thereto,  authorising  the  president  to  accept  the  service  of 
JO, 000  volunteers  ? I have  recently  been  informed,  that  in  many 
parts  of  the  state  exertions  are  making  by  patriotic  individuals  to 
raise  volunteer  companies  under  those  acts.  When  it  is  taken  into 
consideration  that  troops  of  this  description,  owing  to  their  ap* 
proximatio.il  to  regulars,  promise  the  utmost  efficiency  in  their  ope- 
rations in  the  field,  would  it  not  be  very  desirable  that  ever)  in- 
ducement should  be  afforded  which  seemed  calculated  to  promote, 
their  enrolment  ? It  is  true  that  they  are  to  he  armed,  equipped 
and  paid  bv  the  general  government,  but  they  are  to  furnish  ilieir 
own  clothing.  "Would  it  not  accelerate  the  enrolment  of  those  vo- 
lunteers if  some  provision  was  made  to  furnish  them  suitable  uni* 
forms  and  other  necessaries  ? 

In  consequence  of  the  imperfection  of  our  militia  laws  the  de- 
(achment  from  this  state  cmfid  not  be  well  organized.  It  is  desti- 
tute of  an  adjutant-general.  qiiafter-maste-r-general  amt  many  otin  i? 
staff  officers  of  lowx'r  grade,  though  indispensably  necessary  to ’the 
perfect  organization  of  an  army.  And  so  fay  as  it  rebates  to  our 
militia  generally  it  may,  with  the  utmost  confidence  he  said,  that  our 
present  svxtein  cannot,  be  productive  of  any  thing  bordering  upon 
ven  a tolerable  discipli ne.  Therefore,  gentlemen,  permit  me  in  the 
most  pressing  manner  to  recommend  to  you  a total  revision  ot  oar 
militia  laws.  , , ... 

Under  a conviction  that  the  declaration  of  war  rendered  an  ea.  I) 
me  ting  of  the  .general  assembly  indispensa  bly  i 

’ patched  messengers,  shortly  gfter.J  \yas  gfficiafiy  informed  ot  y-% 
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^vont.  to  the  council  of  state,  requesting  their  attendance  at  the  I 
government  on  Okj  14th  of  July  last.  A majority  of  i!mi 
honorable  body  accordingly  met  on  that  day.  After  being  informed 
that  they  were  orgai>i/..  d and  ready  to  receive  any  coiniuunication  l 
might  lmve  to  lay  before  them,  I informed  them  of  the  declaration 
<if  war  ami  of  the  receipt  of  the  above  mentioned  muskets  and  lu\- 
onets— that  except  those,  the  state  was  destitute  of  suitable  arms 
sind  munitions  of  war  of  every  description— that  we  had  been  call- 
ed upon  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  detach  seven 
thousand  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  who  were  without,  and  who 
could  net  nrocure  effective  arms;  and  finally  (it  being  deemed  by 
me  unnecessary  to  enter  fully  into  the  detail  of  all  the  provisions 
tieeessarv  to  b made  by  the  legislature  in  consequence  of  the  deeja- 
, ration  of  war)  their  opinion  was  asked  whether  the  general  assem- 
bly should  nut  be  convened  as  early  as  practicable,  in  order  that 
provision  might  seasonably  be  made  to  obviate  any  evils  which 
might  arise  from  our  unprepared  situation i for  war,  and  to  place 
the  state  in  an  attitude  to  support  her  dignitied  rank  in  the  union. 
The  council  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  it  was  neither  ad- 
visable nor  expedient  that  the  genera  l assembly  should  be  convened 
eatdicr  than  its  regular  time  of  meeting. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  which  I had  received  from  the  sc- 
cretary  of  the  war  department,  to  call  into  service  such  number  of 
the  detachment  as  major-general  Pinckney  might  deem  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  sea-board  of  this  state,  and  in  compliance 
with  a requisition  made  by  him  in  the  month  of  July  last,  I order- 
ed into  service  eight  companies,  four  of  which  were  stationed  at 
Fort  Johnston  and  four  at  Fori  Hampton.  Those  companies  being 
without  arms  when  they  were  called  into  service,  I conceived  that 
I should  he  warranted  by  the  existing  necessity  in  causing  an  ade- 
quate number  of  those  arms  which  had  been  received  as  before  stut- 
to  he  furnished  them  at  those  posts.  I therefore  gave  directions 
to  that  effect,  and  in  conformity  thereto  they  were  furnished  with 
Ji-ve  hundred  and  fifty  stands.  To  a volunteer  company  raised  in 
Washington  for  its  immediate  protection,  and  to  a company  of  the 
detachment  at  the  seat  of  government,  it  was  deemed  necessary 
to  make  a further  distribution  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  stands  of 
those  arms.  There  are  in  the  hands  of  a volunteer  company  at 
Fayetteville  one  hundred  and  thirty  muskets,  exclusive  of  tiiose  al- 
ready mentioned,  which  are  considered  the  property  of  the  state. 
Asa  safe  depository  for.  and  in  order  to  facilitate  an  equal  distribu- 
tion of  them,  I have  caused  the  residue  of  those  arms  (thirteen 
hundred  stands)  to  be  removed  from  the  sea-board  to  Fayetteville. 
Receipts  have  been  taken  for  the  arms  which  have  been  distributed, 
and  the  persons  in  whose  possession  they  are,  are  bound  to  return 
them  in  good  order  when  called  for  by  the  proper  authority.  It  is 
vith  you,  gentlemen,  to  order  such  distribution,  as  well  ot  those 
which  have  been  distributed  by  my  directions,  as  of  those  remain- 
ing in  Fayetteville,  as  you  may  deem  expedient. 

Two  of  those  companies  stationed  at  Fort  Hampton,  and  one  of 
those  stationed  at  Fort  Johnston,  have  been  dismissed  from  service. 
This  reduction  has  been  deemed  advisable  by  general  Pinckney,  in 
consequence  of  the  progress  made  in  the  recruiting  service  in  the 
lower  part  of  this  state.  In  a communication  which  I received  from 
tire  general  on  the  9th  inst.  lie  informed  me  that  the  residue  of  tire 
state  troops  would  shortly  he  relieved  by  detachments  from  the  10th 
United  States’ regiment,  and  that  when  relieved,  they  might  lie 
permitted  to  return  to  their  homes.  It  affords  me  the  greatest  sa- 
tisfaction to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  conduct  of  the  troops 
femainijig  in  service,  as  well  as  that  of  those  who  have  been  dismiss- 
ed, lias  been  highly  meritorious.  I 'have  been  informed,  from  a 
source  entitled  to  the  greatest  credit,  that  there  have  been  but  few 
desertions  ; that  they  have  been  orderly,  attentive  to  their  duty,  so 
that  their  progress  in  the  knowledge  ol  military  tactics  has  surpass- 
ed the  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Conceiving  that  the  extensive  sea-coast  of  this  state  required  some 
defence  against,  that  predatory  warfare  which  we  might  reasona- 
bly expect  w ould  be  carried  on  by  the  enemy,  I made  a communi- 
cation in  the  mouth  of  September  last,  in  relation  to  that  subject, 
to  the  secretary  of  the  war  department ; in  which  I suggested  to 
him  the  plan  of  calling  out  portions  of  the  detachment,  as  occasion 
might  require,  whose  services  and  compensation  should  be  com- 
mensurate with  that  occasion,  as  promising  the  best  protection  that 
could  be  afforded  under  existing  circumstances.  In  answer,  1 w as 
informed  by  him  that  a copy  of  my  fetter  had  been  transmitted  to 
-major-general  Pinckney,  to  whom  the  subject,  embraced  in  it,  had 
been  referred.  In  the  mouth  of  October  I received  from  that  off- 
cer  a communication,  wherein  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
copy  of  my  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  expressed  a convic- 
tion that  the  plan  suggested  by  me  was  the  best  protection  that  could 
be  afforded  by  the  means  placed  at  his  disposal.  To  facilitate  its 
execution,  he  then  made  a requisition  of  me  to  issue  orders  to  the 
officers  on  the  sea-board,  instructing  them,  that  in  the  event  of  an 
attack  made,  or  obviously  intended  to  be  made,  by  theeimmy  on  any 
part  of  the  sea-coast,  not  within  supporting  distance  of  the  troops 
already  stationed  there,  they  should  call  into  s-  nice  so  iirany  of  the 
detachment  as  the  occasion  might  require,  w ithout  further  orders. 
In  conformity  thereto,  I have  issued  orders,  through  the  adjutant- 
general  to  major-gen.  Thomas  Brown,  requiring  him  to  give  or- 
ders to  colonel  Flowers  of  the  1st  and  colonel  Bruton  of  the  2il  re- 
giments of  detached  militia,  whose  commands  embrace  the  whole 
extent  of  our  sea-coast,  to  he  in  readiness  to  repel  any  invasion,  and 
to  give  instructions  to  the  officers  of  their  respective  regiments  to 
call  out  the  men  under  their  command,  should  events  render  it  ne- 
cessary, without  further  orders;  thereby  placing  it  in  the  power  of 
all  the  officers  attached  to  those  regiments  to  act  upon  an  emergen- 
cy with  that  promptness  necessary  to  he  used  in  repelling  preda- 
ory  incursions. 

[The  rest  of  the  message,  -which  is  also  very  long,  is  strictly  local.'] 

WibblAM  HAWKINS. 


0f  ggd#* 

In  daily  expectation  of  important  news — from 
Dearborn,  Smyth  or  Harrison — from  Cbnunccy,  on 
Ontario,  and  Dodgers , Decatur  and  others  on  the 
great  ocean — we  kept  open  our  pages  until  the  last 
moment,  in  order  to  gratify  rmi-  readers  with  the 
latest  intelligence — but  “there  is  no  news.” 

The  army  collected  at  Plattsbnrg  left  that  place 
on  the  16th  ult.  under  the  command  of  m.ijor-gene- 
ral  Dearborn.  The.  troops,  whose  number  is  various- 
ly stated,  were  furnished  with  26  rounds  of  ball 
car.rdges  each — the  regulars  were  joined  by  large 
bodies  of  militia  from  Vermont,  and  the  whole  was 
in  high  spirits  and  excellent  condition.  The  U.  ,S. 
vessels  of  war  on  lake  Champlain,  at  the  same  time, 
moved  to  the  north,  and  there  appeared  every  pros- 
pect of  an  immediate  descent  upon  Canada,  with  a 
view  of  taking  Montreal.  Two  days  after,  to  wit, 
on  the  18th,  the  army  encamped  at  Champlain,  about 
half  a mile  this  side  the  lines — since  then  we  have 
no  account  of  it.  General  Bloomfield  was  sick,  and 
did  not  march  with  the  troops. 

Brigadier-general  Smyth  appears  from  his  last  pro- 
clamation to  be  on  the  very  point  of  entering  Cana- 
da. The  fact  is  confirmed  by  private  letters  to  the 
editor  from  Buffaloe. 

From  brigadier-general  Harrison  we  have  nothing 
of  importance.  The  time  has  not  yet  come  for  ac-  - 
tive  operations.  Immense  supplies  are  still  pro- 
ceeding to  his  army — and  when  it  comes  into  contact 
with  the  enemy  we  shall  calculate  upon  a glorious 
victory. 

To  the  South  we  have  also  looked  with  great 
anxiety  ; but  we  have  no  particulars — further  than 
that  the  legislature  of  Georgia  considering  that 
state  as  in  “ imminent  danger,”  were  about  to  adopt 
measures,  having,  perhaps,  for  their  ulterior  object, 
the  seizure  of  Florida — or  at  least  the  dispersion  of 
the  hostile  force. 

It  appears  wonderful  that  we  hear  nothing  from 
any  of  our  vessels  of  war.  It  scents  impossible  that 
they  should  have  so  long  cruized  the  sea  without 
meeting  the  enemy.  But,  when  we  do  hear  of  them, 
be  their  fate  wliat  it  may,  we  shall  hear  of  deeds  of 
glory — unless  fortune  Ls  so  unkind  as  to  keep  the . 
enemy  from  them.  The  British  frigate  Southamp- 
ton, whose  captain,  sir  James  Yeo,  sent  an  impu- 
dent and  brutal  challenge  to  captain  Porter , of  the 
United  States  frigate  Essex,  is  on  the  coast — and  all 
the  harm  we  wish  the  creature  is — that  Porter  may 
get  along  side  of  him — that’s  all. 

But  though  we  have  no  great  news  of  the  war, 
the  reader  will  find  a good  de:r!  of  interesting  mat- 
ter in  the  present  number  of  the  Register. 

MILITARY. 

By  general  orders,  Head-Quarters,  New- York, 
Nov.  21,  1812 — the  new  fort  on  the  Hudson  has  tak- 
en the  name  of  “ Gaxsevoout,”  as  a small  tribute  of 
respect  for  the  miinarv  services  and  character  of  the 
late  brigadier-general  Cause voort,  of  the  U.  States 
army. 

A new  fort  is  building  at  Ogdenshnrgh , N.  Y. 

“ Fori  Winchester,”  lately  erected,  is  ;i  few  rods 
higher  up  the  Auglnize,  than  old  Fort  Defiance. — 
Several  bouts  have  lately  been  built  here,  tor  govern- 
ment use. 

Orange  county,  New-York,  has  furnished  four 
companies  of  regular  troops,  recruited  since  the  de-. 
e fixation  of  war — five  companies  of  volunteers  have 
also  been  organized,  and  left  the  county  for  the 
J defence  of  New-York.  This  is  practical  patriotism. 


Raleigh , S member  13,  ISI*. 
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The  anniversary  of  the  evacuation  of  New-York,  minding  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  th<j  army,  that 
by  the  British,  was  observed  in  high  stile  in  that]  all  communications  relative  to  their  duties,  or  to 
city  on  the  25lh  ult.  I the  public  Service,  should  be  made  to  their  imnie- 

One  hundred  and  eighty  officers  and  soldiers  ofldiate  commanding  officers,  and  forbidding  them  to 
the  4th  United  Stated  regiment,  the  “ Tippecanoe  I correspond  on  these  subjects  with  any  other  persons, 

~ reserving  to  all  concerned,  the  rights  secured  to 
them  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  By  order  of 


boys”  have  arrived  in  a carte!  at  Boston  from  Que- 
bec. Other  transports  were  expected  with  the  re- 
mainder. They  have  since  arrived. 

Nexv- Hampshire  Volunteers- — Enlistments  For  ele- 
ven companies  in  this  state  (says  a New-Harnp shire 

rper)  haye  commenced,  nine  of  which  are  now  near- 
full.  There  is  a good  prospect  that  as  fine  a regi- 
ment of  hardy  fellows  as  ever  shouklei’ed  a musket 
will  be  raised,  all  of  whom  are  ready  to  march 
where  the  government  may  require  them.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  the  silver-headed  vete- 
rans who  have  been  active  in  enlisting  men,  and  who 
have  pledged  themselves  to  support,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  cannon  and  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the 
rights  of  our  injured  country. 

A letter  from  col.  Edward  P.  Gaines,  of  the  U.  S. 
army,  dated  at  Knoxville,  Ten.  Nov  16,  savs  “a  war 
with  the  Lower  Creeks  seems  now  inevitable” — but 
the  col.  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the  Upper  Creeks, 
being  further  removed  from  foreign  influence, will  re- 
main at  peace,  if  the  “ Siminolcs  do  not  obtain  a few 
partial  victories,”  and  if  “a  strong  British  force  does 
not  make  its  appearance  in  West  Florida.”  We  trust 
all  these  apprehensions,  as  well  as  those  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgia,  may  be  allayed  by  a la\v*of  the  U, 
Spates,  authorising,  at  lease,  a temporary  possession 
of  the  whole  country. 

There  is  a strange  resemblance  between  the  con- 
duct, of  the  British  and  many  persons  in  the  United 
States,  differing  only  in  (he  things  alluded  to.  When 
the  frigate  Constitution  sailed  from  Washington  city 
she  was  represented  as  “defective**  n almost  every 
thing— but  she  wus  so  well  fitted  as  to,  make  her 
escape  from  a large  British  squadron  possessing 
great, advantages— an  escape  that  reflected  as  much 


the  secretary  of  war. 


T.  H.  CUSHING,  Adj.  Gen. 


GENERAL  SMYTH  TO  THE  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE 
CEN  TRE  : 


honor  upon  her  officers  and  crew  as  the  subsequent 
victory  over  the  Guerriere.  It  was  then  that  the 
Guerriere,  though  a few  days  before  represented  as 
0 ie  of  the  best  vessels  in  the  world,  was  found  “de- 
fective /’  but  this  discovery  was  made  by  the  British. 
According  to  the  language  here,  every  "thing  Ameri- 
can is  “defective” — so  also  was  the  Alert,  taken  by 
t e Essex,  and  the  Friflic  (British  vessels)  taken  by 
the  Wasp — the  latter  was  particularly  so,  and  be- 
sides "unprepared  for  action,”  though  she  fired  the 
first  gun!  We  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  lovers 
c "defective,”  at  home , were  to  represent  all  the  sol- 
diers of  the  United  States  as  "defective”  in  legs,  be- 
e-use the  government  had  neglected  to  simply  them 
with  porters — nor  would  it  be  matter  of  astonish- 
ment if  the  British  should  solemnly  depose  and  swear 
that  the; next  ship  our  gallant  tors  may  fall  in  with, 
was  nothing  more  than  an  old  anchor  floating  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  with  three  setting  poles  stuck 
into  It  bv  way  of  masts  ! 

A letter  from  Natchez  says,  that  col  Claiborne,  at! 
the  head  of  3 or  600  men  of  the  militia  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  had  marched  for  Baton  Rouge, 
With  a supposed  ulterior  destination  for  Pensacola, 
Adjut ant-gent "al's  office,  Washington  city, 

23/h  Nov.  1812, 

vrT.y£RAL  orders.-!— Certain  publications  having  ap- 
peared m the  news-papers,  giving  information  inde- 
Vad  of  the  strength  and  probable  objects  of  the 
armies  to  which  the  writers  are  said  to  belong;  which 
information,  if  true,  is  calculated  to  apprize  the 
enemy  of  their  real  strength,  if  incorrect,  to  mis- 
lead the  public  mind;  it  has  become  necessary  to 


Companions  in  arms  / — The  time  is  at  hand  when 
you  will  cross  the  stream  of  Niagara,  to  conquer  Ca- 
nada, and  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  American  fron- 
tier. 

You  will  enter  a country  that  is  to  be  one  of  the 
United  States.  You  will  arrive  among  a people  who 
are  to  become  your  fellow-citizens.  It  is  not  against 
them  that  we  come  to  make  war.  It  is  against  that 
government  which  holds  them  as  vassals. 

You  will  make  this  war  as  little  as  possible  dis- 
tressful to  the  Canadian  people.  If  they  are  peace- 
able, they  are  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  and  in 
their  property,  as  far  as  our  imperious  necessities 
will  allow. 

Private  plundering  is  absolutely  forbidden.  Any 
soldier  who  quits  his  rank,  to  plunder  on  the  field  of 
battle,  will  be  punished  in  the  most  exemplary  man- 
ner. 

Bat  your  just  rights  as  soldiers  will  be  maintain- 
ed. Whatever  is  booty,  by  the  usages  of  w ar,  you 
shall  have.  All  horses  belonging  to  artillery  and  ca- 
valiy ; all  waggons  and  teams,  in  public  service,  will 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors.  Public  stores 
will  be  secured  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  government  will, with  justice, pay  you  the  value. 

The  horses,  drawing  the  light  artillery  of  the  ene- 
my, are  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
I will  order  two  hundred  dollars,  for  each,  to  be  paid 
to  the  party  who  may  take  them.' 

I will  order  forty  dollars  to  be  paid  for  the  arms  and 
spoils  of  each  savage  warrior,  who  shall  be  killed. 

Soldiers  /—You  are  amply  provided  for  war.  \ou 
are  superior  in  number  to  the  enemy.  Your  person- 
al strength  and  activity  are  greater.  Your  weapons 
are  longer.  The  regular  soldiers  of  the  enemy  are 
generally  old  men,  whose  best  years  have  been  spent 
in  the  sickly  climate  of  the  West-Indies.  They  will 
not  be  able  to  stand  before  you,  when  you  charge  with 
the1  bayonet, 

You  have  seen  Indians,  such  as  those  hired  by  the 
British,  to  murder  women  and  children,  and  kill  and 
scalp  the  wounded,  You  have  seen  their  dances  and 
grimaces,  and  heard  their  yells.  Can  you  fear  them 
No — You  hold  them  in  the  utmost  contempt. 

Volunteers  /—Disloyal  and  .traitorous  men  have  en- 
deavored to  dissuade  you  from  doing  your  duty— 
Sometimes  they  say,  if  you  enter  Canada,  you  will 
be  held  in  service  for  five  years,  At  other!  they  say, 
that  you  will  not  be  furnished  with  supplies.  At 
other  times  they  say,  that,  if  you  are  wounded,  the 
government  will  not  provide  for  you  by  pensions. 

The  just,  and  generous  course  pursued  by  the  go- 
vernment towards  the  volunteers  who  fought  at  Tip- 
pecanoe, furnishes  an  answer  to  the  last  objection, — 
The  others  are  too  absurd  to  deserve  any. 

Volunteers  A — I esteem  your  generous  and  patriotic 
motives.  You  have  made  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of 
your  country.  You  will  not  suffer  the  enemies  of 
your  fame  to  mislead  you  from  the  path  of  duty  and 
honor,  and  deprive  you  of  the  esteem  of  a grateful 
count  ry.  You  will  shun  the  eternal  infamy  that  awaits 
the  man,  who,  having  come  within  sight  of  the  ene* 


{V  smp  tQ  all  such  pubdeauons  in  future,  by  re-  my,  basely  shrinks  in  the  moment  of  trial 
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Sobers  of  every  corps  f — It  is  in  your  power  to  re- 
trieve the  honor  of  your  country  ; and  to  cover  your- 
selves with  glory.  Every  man  who  performs  a gal- 
lant action,  shall  have  ins  name  made  known  to  the 
nation.  Rewards  and  honors  await  the  brave.  Infa- 
my and  contempt  are  reserved  for  cowards.  Com- 
panions in  arms  ! — You  came  to  vanquish  a valiant 
foe.  I know  the  choice  you  will  make.  Come  on,  my 
heroes  ! — And  when  you  attack  the  enemy’s  batte- 
ries, let  your  rallying  word  be,  “ the  cannon  lost  at 
Detroit — or  death.” 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 
Camp,  near  Buffalo,  17th  Nov.  1812. 

Fra  vjclixtox,  No  . 19,  1812. — An  express  arrived 
here  this  morning  with  a despatch  from  brigadier 
general  Tapper,  containing  his  report  to  general 
Harrison,  of  his  late  expedition  to  the  Rapids  of  the 
Miami,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  off  a body  of 
Indians  and  British,  who  had  assembled  there  to 
take  oft'  a quantity  of  corn  which  remains  in  the 
fields  at  that  place.  Cen.  Tapper  arrived  with  his 
command  at  the  Rapids,  undiscovered  by  the  enemy, 
in  the  night  of  the  13th  inst.  He  immediately  made 
a disposition  for  passing  the  river,  and  some  few  of 
our  men  got  over,  but  the  greater  part  of  them  miss- 
ed the  ford,  and  many  of  them  were  in  great  danger 
of  drowning — they  were  however  rescued  by  the  few 
horses  winch  general  T.  had  with  him,  but  lost  a 
part  of  their  arms.  As  soon  as  the  day  .appeared, 
and  they  were  discovered  by  the  enemy,  the  gun 
and  pther  boats  that  were  in  the  river,  sliped  their 
cables  and  escaped  down  the  lake.  The  Indians, 
however,  more  brave  than  their  allies,  crossed  over 
on  horses  and  made  several  violent  attacks  upon  our 
troops.  T!«\v  were  received  with  firmness,  driven 
back  and  forced  to  recross  the  river  with  considera- 
ble loss. 

Gen.  Tupper  finding  it  impossible  to  cross  the 
river,  and  being  entirely  out  of  provisions,  as  the 
men  took  nothing  with  them  except  what  they  car- 
ried on  their  backs,  was  obliged  to  return— four 
were  killed  on  our  side  and  one  wounded — the  enemy 
were  seen  to  carry  off  many  of  their  dead  and  wound- 
ed in.  the  action  on  the  land,  and  many  more  were 
knocked  off  their  horses  in  recrossing  the  river. — 
The  Indians  were  commanded  by  the  Wyandott 
chief,  Splitlog,  who  was  very  conspicuous,  being 
mounted  upon  a fine  white  charger.  This  chief  \vras 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  or  wounded,  as  another 
Indian  was  upon  the  horse  at  the  close  of  the  action. 

The  following  is  the  order  issued  by  general  Har- 
rison on  the  subject  of  this  expedition  : 

N.  W.  Army,  Heap-Quarters, 
FranhlintoVf  November  19,  1812. 

General,  ort»:kh — The  commanding  general  re- 
turns his  thanks  to  brigadier-general  Tupper  and 
the  corps  which  lately  advanced  to  the  Miami  rapids, 
for  the  perseverance,  zeal,  activity  and  bra verv  with 
which  they  conducted  themselves  on  that  enter  prize. 
A casual  circumstance  only,  and  one  which  neither 
the  general  or  his  men  could  control,  prevented  them 
from  surprizing  and  cutting  to  pieces  a detachment 
of  the  enemy,  equal  in  numbers  to  their  own.  The 
measures  of  general  Tuppe'r  appear  to  have  been 
highly  judicious,  both  in  his  advance  to  the  enemy, 
and  in  resisting  their  attacks.  The  general  is  sorrv 
that  any  circumstance  in  an  affair  Which  reflects  ho- 
nor on  almost  the  whole  of  the  troops  engaged  in  it, 
should  deserve  his  censure ; suck,  however,  is  merit- 
ed by  the  small  detachment,  which,  in  the  face  of  a 
positive  order  from  their  commander,  left  their  ranks 
to  gather  corn,  and  pursue  a drove  of  hogs.  But 
for  this  disorderly  conduct,  general  Tapper  would 


have  brought  back  in  safety  his  whole  command. — 
The  commanding  general' feels,  however,  so  much 
more  to  praise  than  blame,  in  the  conduct  of  general 
Tapper's  detachment,  that  he  derives  no  small  satis- 
faction in  exh  biting  it  as  a worthy  example  of  milita- 
ry spirit  and  enterprize  to  the  rest  of  his  army. 

(Copy) 

NATHL.  F.  ADAMS, 
Deputy  Adjutant-general. 

NAVAL. 

On  Thursday,  the  26th  ult.  captain  Stewart,  of  the 
Constellation , then  lying  at  Washington,  nearly  rea- 
dy for  sea,  only  waiting  fora  few  additional  hand", 
gave  a splendid  entertainment  and  ball  to  several 
hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen,  specially  invited. — 
The  President,  heads  of  departments,  and  a large 
majority  of  the  members  of  congress  were  present. 
Captains  Hull  and  Morris,  late  of  the  Constitution 
frigate,  partook  in  the  festivity.  When  the  Presi- 
dent came  on  board,  and  when  he  parted  from  the 
ship,  in  a boat  under  the  direction  of  capt.  Hull,  sa- 
lutes were  fired  from  the  ship  “with  great  effect.” 
We  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  Constellation  will  sus- 
tain her  high  reputation,  and  that  captain  Stewart 
will  direct  better  salutes  than  these  to  the  enemy. — 
All  our  sailors  are  happy  in  the  management  of  balls. 
Witness  the  Constitution  and  Wasp,  the  effect  of 
whose  fire  was  destructive  beyond  precedent. 

U.  S.  naval  force  on  lake  Champlain.  Sloops  of  war 
— Hull-Dog , one  long  18,  two  12’s  and  four  6 poun- 
ders. Hunter,  one  long  18,  and  14  six  pounders.  Pre- 
sident, six  18’s  and  two  12  pounders — with  about 
six  gun  boats,  each  carrying  a 12  pounder — all 
well  manned  by  invivcibles. 

The  Alert  has  been  fitted  out  at  New  York,  and  is 
now  recruiting  men.  She  will  supply  the  place  of 
the  Wasp. 

The  General  Armstrong  privateer  of  New-York 
carries  18  long  nines  and  a 42  pounder,  amidship,and 
1 50  men.  The  large  gun  weighs  three  tons  end  a half. 

The  enemy  force  increasing. — There  have  lately  ar, 
rived  at  Halifax  from  England,  the  Clarence,  Chat- 
ham and  IlaniillieE,  of  74  guns  ; the  Macedonian,  of 
38,  and  Magicienne  and  Stagg,  of  36. 

Very  few  prizes  have  reached  Halifax  for  several 
weeks  past — nor  are  our  privateers  doing  much  at 
present. 

The  vulgar  have  believed  that  the  British  vessels 
of  war  were  always  in  the  best  possible  state  for  ac- 
tion— this,  it  now  seems,  is  not  true,  for  all  the  ves- 
sels -we  have  any  knowledge  of — to  wit,  the  Gverritre, 
.Pert  and  Frolic  have  been  found  to  be  wonderfully 
“ defective” —-in  the  British  accounts.  A very  pitiful 
method  of  maintaining  their  pretensions  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  sea. 

A Boston  paper  speaks  of,  and  acknowledges,  the 
British  practice  of  impressment  as  a right. 

A Philadelphia  paper  says  that  the  line  of  battle 
ships  to  be  built  by  the  United  States  instead  of  be- 
ing called  74’*s  will  be  denominated  seventy -sixers, 
in  allusion  to  the  era  of  American  Independence. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Jrves,  late  of  the  U.  S. 

sloop  of  war  the  Wlisp,  to  the  secretary  of  the  NavU, 

elated  New-York,  the  '24  th  of  Nov.  1812. 

Sir — I here  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  of 
informing  you  of  the  occurrences  of  our  cruise, 
which  terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  Wasp  on  the 
18th  of  October  by  the  Pole  tiers  of  seventy  four 
guns,  while  a wreck  from  damages  received  in  an 
engagement  with  the  British  sloop  of  war  Frolic, 
of  twenty-two  guns ; sixteen  of  them  thirty-two 
pound  carronades,  and  four  twelve  pounders  on  the 
main  deck,  aud  two  twelve  pounders,  carronades,  on 
the  top-gallant  fore-castle,  mak.ng  her  superior  in 
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force  to  us  bv  four  twelve  pounders.  The  Frolic- 
had  struck  to  us  and  was  taken  possession  or'  abou 
two  hours  before  our  surrendering  to  the  Poictiers. 

We  had  left  the  Delaware  on  the  thirteenth.  The 
sixteenth  had  a heavy  gale,  in  which  we  lost  our 
jibboon  and  two  men.  Half  past  ll,  on  the  night  of 
the  17th,  in  the  lattitude  of  37  deg.  N.  and  longitude 
€5  deg.  W.  we  saw  several  sail,  two  of  them  appear- 
ing very  large  ; we  stood  from  them  for  some  time, 
then  shor te,p:d  sail  and  steered  the  remainder  of  the 
night  the.  course  we  had  perceived  them  on.  At 
day-light  on  Sunday  the  18th,  we  saw  them  ahead — 
gave  chase  and  soon  discovered  them  to  be  a convoy 
of  six  sail  under  the  protection  of  a sloop  of  war, 
lour  of  them  large  ships  mounting  from  16  to  18 
guns.  At  32  minutes  past  11  A.  M.  we  engaged  the 
sloop  of  war,  having  first  received  her  fire  at  the  dis- 
tance of  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  which  space  we  gradual- 
ly lessened  until  we  laid  her  on  board,  after  a well 
supported  fire  of  forty-three  minutes  ; and  although 
so  near  while  loading  the  last  broadsidp  that  our 
rammers  were  shoved  against  the  side  of  the  enemy, 
our  men  shewed  the  same  alacrity  which  they  had 
done  during  the  whole  of  the  action.  They  imme- 
diately surrendered  upon  our  gaining  their  forecas- 
tle, so  that  no  loss  was  sustained  on  either  side  after 
boarding. 

Our  main -topmast  was  shot  away  between  four 
and  five  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the 
firing  and  faliing  together  with  the  main -topsail  yard 
across  the  larboard  fore  and  fore-topsail  braces, 
rendered  our  head  yards  unmanageable  the  remain- 
der of  the  action.  At  eight  minutes  the  gaft  and 
m i z en-to p -gal  1 an t-m as ts  came  down,  and  at  twenty 
minutes  from  the  beginning  of  the  action  every  brace 
and  most  of  tiie  rigging'  was  shot  away.  A few 
minutes  after  separating  from  the  Frolic  both  her 
masts  fell  upon  deck,  the  main  mast  going.close  by 
the  deck  and  theforemast  twelve  or  fifteen  feetabove 

The  courage  and  exertions  of  the- officers  and 
crew  fully  answered  my  expectations  and  wishes. 
^Lieutenant  llidule’s  active  conduct  contributed 
much  to  our  success,  by  the  exact  attention  paid  to 
every  department  during  the  engagement,  and  tlic 
animating  example  lie  afforded  the  crew  by  his  in- 
trepidity. Lieutenants  Rodgers,  Booth,  and  Mr. 
'Rapp,  shewed  by  the  incessant  fire  from  their  divi- 
sions that  they  were  not  to  be  surpassed  in  resolution 
or  skill.  Mr.  Knight  and  every  other  officer,  acted 
with  a courage  and  promptitude  highly  honorable, 
and  I trust  have,  given  assurance  that  they  may  be 
relied  on  whenever  their  services  may  be  required. 

I could  not  ascertain  the  exact  loss  of  the  enemy, 
as  many  of  the  dead  lay  buried  under  the  masts  and 
spars  that  had  fallen  upon  deck,  which  two  hours 
exertion  had  not  sufficiently  removed.  Mr.  Biddle, 
who  had  charge  of  the  Frolic,  states  that  from 
what  he  saw  and  from  information  from  the  officers, 
the  number  of  killed  must  have  been  about  thirty,, 
and  that  of  the  wounded  about  forty  or  fifty — of  the 
killed  is  her  first  lieutenant  and  sailing-master,  of 
the  wounded,  captain  Whinyates  and  the  second 
lieutenant. 

IVe  had  five  killed  and  five  wounded,  as  per  list; 
the  wounded  are  recovering.  Lieutenant  Claxton, 
who  was  confined  by  sickness,  left  his  bed  a little 
previous  to  the  engagement,  and  though  too  weak 
to  be  at  his  division,  remained  upon  deck  and  shew- 
ed by  his  composed  manner  of  noting  its  incidents, 
that  we  hail  lost  by  his  illness  the  services  of  a brave 
officer.  I am  respectfully,  yours, 

JAS.  .TONES. 

The  hon.  Paul-  Scq vetam;  of  the  *Yavif. 


The  following  interesting  extracts  of  letters  from 
an  officer  under  commodore  Chauncev,  we  think, 
cannot  fail  to  excite  emotions  of  pleasure  in  the 
bosom  of  every  patriotic  American.  They  give  a 
minute  and  accurate  account  of  the  action  before 
Kingston,  on  lake  Ontario,  on  the  9th  ult. 

Sacketts-Hauboh,  Nov.  15,  1812. 

On  Monday,  about  1 o’clock,  we  discovered  the 
Royal  George,  and  signal  was  immediately  made  for 
a general  chase,  but  alternate  squalls  and  calms  con- 
tinuing, we  were  led  in  hot  pursuit  into  the  very 
harbor  of  the  enemy  at  Kingston.  We  followed 
boldly  even  to  the  spot  where  she  anchored  under 
protection  of  the  land,  batteries,  being  determined 
to  board  him  ; but  we  were  prevented  by  tremen- 
dous showers  of  shot  and  grape,  which  ploughed  the 
water  every  where  around  us.  However  seeing  our 
intention,  and  alarmed  at  our  boldness,  the  Royal 
George  thought  it  prudent  to  slip  or  cut  her  cables 
and  run  further  in.  We  beat  out  against  a strong 
head  wind  under  the  fire  of  about  4 (f  guns  from  the 
batteries  and  artillery,  besides  26  of  the  ship  George, 
and  wonderful  to  relate  ! we  had  only  one  man  kili- 
ed  and  tvjo  wtfunded.  1 have  not  the  smallest  doubt 
had  the  wind  been  such  as  to  have  enabled  our  gal- 
lant little  squadron  to  have  come  out  of  the  bay  with 
a leading  breeze,  but  that  we  should  have  brought 
the  Royal  George  with  us.  We  were  engaged  one 
hour  and  fifty  minutes,  most  of  the  time  pretty 
closely.  The  day  was  mild — the  scenery  about  us 
very  beautiful,  and  the  tout  en  semble  of  the  view  in 
the  heat  of  the  action  was  as  grand  as  any  thing  I 
ever  witnessed.  I took  notes  during  the  action,  which 
1 beg  leave  to  subjoin.  In  going  in,  our.  commander, 
much  to  his  honor,  directed  the  squadron  to  leve^L 
their  fire  as  much  as  possible  against  , the  ship  and 
forts,  as  it  was  not  his  wish  to  injure  Individuals  by 
beating  down  the  houses  of  Kingston,  v 

50  minutes  afteV  2, set  top  gallant  sails — 5 minutes 
after  3,  the  batteries  on  India  and  Navy  points  open- 
ed their  fire  on  the  leading  vessels,  Kent.  Elliot  of 
the  Conquest , pushed  forward  and  went  in  the 
handsomest  style:  lie  was  followed  by  the  Julia, 
Frant — Pert,  Arundle — Growler,  Mix— next  came 
the  brig  bearing  the  commodore’s  broad  pendant — 
then  the  Hamilton,  lieut.  M‘Pherson,  and  Gotveiwr 
Tompkins , lieut.  Brown,  who  was  far  astern  having 
been  dispatched  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  on  par*, 
ticular  business, — 12  minutes  after  3,  lieut.  Elliot 
opened  his  fire — 15  minutes  after  3,  Pert,  Growler, 
and  Julia  commenced  their’s — 20  minutes  after  3, 
batteries  opened  on  the  brig,  and  she  sustained  the 
principal  part  of  the  fire  during  the  remainder  of  tl>e 
action — 22  minutes  after  3,  signal,  “ engage  closer 
thrown  out,  and  cmsioered  by  all — 25  minutes  after  3, 
Pert’s  gun  burst— Arundle  wounded  badly — (he  was 
afterwards  knocked  over  by  the  boom,  and  drowned!) 
— 30  minutc‘3  after  3,  Garnet  killed  aboard  the  brig 
— 40  minutes  after  3,  brig  opened  her  fire  on  the  ship, 
and  the  ship  on  the  Hamilton — fire  continued  with 
most  astonishing  alacrity. 

At  4 o’clock,  ship  George  cut  her  cables  and  run 
away,  further  up  the  bay.  The  squadron  is  now  ex- 
posed to  the  cross  fire  of  five  batteries,  of  flying  ar- 
tillery, of  the  ship  with  springs  on  her  cables  so  as 
to  enable  her  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear.  The  Gover- 
nor Tompkins  now  bears  up  in  the  bay  and  opens  her 
fire  ! And  the  firing  becomes  general  and  very  warm  1 
Showers  of  round  and  grape  fell  around  us. 

Half  past  4,  hauled  by  the  wind,  and  began  to  beat 
out  of  the  bay  as  night  was  closing  in,  and  the  pros- 
pect, blowing  weather — anchored  two  miles  out  in 
full  sight — heavy  gales  ail  night — continued  in  sight 
next  d;ty— rlhe  Royal  George  was  too  prudent  tp  vmi* 
turd  Wd 
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Just  as  we  were  going-  into  action,  lieut.  W » 

taking  a little  packet  out  of  his  pocket,  said  to  me — 
^‘tny  good  fellow  here  is  a sugar  for  you — I heard 
you  wish  for  one  to  day  , if  I should  be  popped  off, 
when  you  puff  one  of  them  think  of  me  !”  The  gift 
Was  atrifle,  but  the  time,  the  manner,  and  the  circuit 


Dear  Friesd — I am  sorrv  to  inform  vou  that  I am 


rendered  myself  a prisoner  of  war  when  I first  heard 
of  the  war  and  was  sent  to  prison.  But  1 was  sent 
again  on  board  the  Decouverte,  the  vessel  1 was  for- 
-jmerly  in,  and  am  still  doing  duty.  On  account  of 
stances,  which  accompanied  it* and  the  great  altera-  my  sending  my  protection  to  Mr.  William  Henry 
tions  which  a minute  might  produce,  were  all  such  Savage,- the  American  consul  at  Kingston,  Jamaica, 
as  to  excite  sensations  which  before  I.have  never  felt,  and  by  his  neglect  it  is  totally  lost.  Since  I return- 
I have  a thousand  similar  anecdotes  to  tell  you  when  led  to  the  Decouverte,  I received  word  from  Mr. 
we  meet  again.  Throughout  the  action  this  officer  Savage  that  lie  knew  nothing  of  me  or  my  protection 
was  as  cool,  brave  and  gallant  as  Nelson.  Our  sailors  but  that  he  would  do  his  endeavors  for  me.  lie  fur- 
had  no  grog — they  want  no  stimulus  of  that  kind,  ther  said  that  if  I would  write  t6  my  friends  he  would 
they  seem  to  have  no  fear  of  death.  I was  by  the  j take  my  letter  to  A merica  as  he  was  going  home  to 

' " c he  fell.  He  settle  his  affairs.  But  1 have  never  heard  from  him 


side  of  Garnet,  a few  moments  before 
was  laughing  heartily,  and  in  that  act  was  cut  in  two 
by  a nine  pound  shot.  I afterwards  saw  his  counte- 
nance, it  seemed  as  if  the  smile  had  not  yet  left  it. 
This  disaster  only  exasperated  our  seamen, they  pray- 
ed and  entreated  to  be  laid  close  aboard  the  Royal 
George  only  5 minutes,  “just  to  revenge  Garnet’s 
death.”  When  I look  back  upon  the  scene,  I cannot 
but  acknowledge  that  a kind  Providence  has  kept  us 
under  his  special  care  and  protection. 

November  16,  1812. — A cartel  has  arrived  this  day 
from  Kingston  with  dispatches  from  colonel  Vincent, 
commandant  at  Kingston,  requesting  permission  to 
exchange  captain  Brock. 

The  men  on  board  the  cartel  state,  that  7 or  8 hou- 
ses were  nearly  demolished  at  Kingston that  our 

shot  passed  through  and  through  the  Royal  George 
and  killed  some  sick  men  in  their  hammocks.  The 
inhabitants  of  Kingston  blame  col.  Vincent  very 
much  for  opening  the  fire  of  the  batteries  to  protect 
the  ship, which, in  fact,  they  secretly  but  sincerely  wish 
might  fall  into  our  hands  or  be  destroyed ! The  Roy- 
al George  was  so  afraid  of  being  boarded  by  its,  that 
she  gave  repeated  signals  for  fresh  supply  of  men, 
and  received  2 boats  full  during  the  action — her  tops 
were  crowded  with  men. 

We  are,  I am  sorry  to  say  it,  surrounded  here  by 
spies-— traitors — and  (I  fear)  asssasins  ! But  more  of 
jhis  hereafter. — We  shall  soon  be  frozen  up — and 
then  I shall,  have  a plenty  of  time  to  write  you  a de- 
tail of  every  event  interesting  to  you  and  my  other 
good  friends  in  New  York. 

A Common  Case. 

Custom-House,  Baltimore, 
Collector's  Office,  November  2 6th,  1812. 

Messrs.  Editors — l send  to  you  for  publication, 
the  letter  of  an  American  seaman,  a native  of  Dor- 
chester county  in  this  state,  impressed  and  detained 
on  board  a British  ship  of  war.  Repeated  applica- 
tions in  a very  pitiable  stive  have  been  received  from 
him  for  relief  by  the  authorities  of  the  country. — 
His  applications  have  been  answered  by  repeated 
transmissions  of  certificates  of  his  citizenship  through 
the  department,  of  state  and  public  agents  abroad. 
The  most  aynjile  testimonials  of  citizenship  received 
from  his  relatives  in  the  country,  have  been  exhibit- 
ed by  the  declaration  of  a particular  knowledge  of 
him  at  this  office.  Nothing  more  can  be  done.  His 
friends  and  the  despairing  sufferer  have  only  further 
to  learn  that  his  country  having  tailed  in  every  peace- 
able mode  to  obtain  the  release  of  her  citizens,  is 
now  fighting  for  them  ; and  to  her  strength  and  re- 
solution, under  the  disposal  of  just  heaven,  must  the 
cause  of  those  oppressed  men  be  committed.  . 

Compelled  to  receive  the  complaints,  but  unable 
to  render  a service  to  the  numerous  applicants,  who 
now  become  more  importunate  as  their  opportunities 
and  hopes  lessen,  I tak 
some  measure. 


s ago  when  I hud 
•nt  1 was  not  dis  - 


since.  I really  think  that  two  year 
my  protection,  it  was  on  his  accci 
charged. 

Direct  to  me  on  board  the  Decouverte,  Port  Royal, 
or  to  Admiral  Stirling,  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

Your  well  wisher,  &e. 

ELIJAH  STERLING. 

JJ Tr.  Robert  Lonnie,  Baltimore. 

Bermuda,  Oct.  28. 

On  Sunday  the  18th  instant,  the  Roictiers  fell  in 
with  American  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  having  posses- 
sion of  his  majesty’s  brig  Frolic,  which  she  had  cup- 
lured  about  two  hours  before,  after  an  obstinate  re- 
sistance on  the  part,  of  the  Frolic,  and  a hard-fought 
engagement  of  forty- five  minutes  ; both  vessels  were 
taken  by  the  Poictiers,  and  ordered  to  this  Island. 

It  appears  from  the  most  correct  statements  we 
have  been  able  to  .obtain,  that  the  Frolic  when  fall- 
en in  With  by  the  Wasp,  was  in  a most  disabled 
state.  Having  suffered  severely  in  a gale  of  wind, 
and  having  her  main-yard  on  deck  for  the  purpose 
of  fishing  it,  her  main-topmast  sprung,  and  being 
unacquainted  with  the  existence  of  the  American 
war,  she  was  totally  unprepared  for  the  contest. — 
Yet,  notwithstanding  these  untoward  circumstances, 
the  vessel  was  fought  till  her  masts  and  bowsprit 
were  gone,  her  first  lieutenant  and  master  killed, 
the  captain  and  second  lieutenant  wounded  and  six- 
ty-five of  her  crew  killed  or  wounded — when  she  was 
j hoarded  by  the  Wasp  and  her  colours  struck  by  the 
crew  of  that  vessel. 

The  gallant  manner  in  which  the  Frolic  was  de 
fended  when  attacked  by  a vessel  in  every  way  her 
equal,  and  rendered  doubly  her  superior  by  good 
condition,  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  captain, 
officers,  and  crew  of  the  Frolic,  who  thereby  enabled 
her  convoy  to  effect  its  escape,  and  perhaps  accom- 
plished the  ultimate  capture  of  both  vessels  by  the 
Poictiers. 

[It  would  be  some  satisfaction  to  know  whence 
the  Frolic  came,  that  she  had  not  learned  of  the  war 
— perhaps,  she  was  just  on  a voyage  from  the  moon, 
with  the  vessels  under  her  convoy  ! — Pshaw  ! — this 
is  mean.  Besides  she  was  “unprepared”  for  the  bat- 
tle, though  she  commenced  the  engagement ! — worse 
and  worse  ! — The  resistance  was  “obstinate”  enough 
— but  the  Wasp  could  have  taken  two  such  vessels, 
with  ease.  See  the  effect  of  their  several  fires.  The 
British  have  always  complained  that  the  French  would 
not  come  to  close  quarters — Hull  and  Jones  have  giv- 
en them  a couple  of  hints  that  the  Americans  will 
approach  quite  as  near  as  they  wish  it. J 


Military  Supplies. 


tuatiQn, 


From  the  second  number  of  a series  of  essays  pub* 
this  method  to  relieve,  in  j fishing  in  the.  Aurora,  entitled,  “Views  of  the  Milita- 
the  feelings  arising  from  such  a ! rv  circumstances  of  the  United  States,”  we  have  ex- 


JAS,  il  M’CULLOCH,  Collector 


acted  the  folloninc 


irk. 


icd  to  a statement 
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&f  the  issue  of  clothing , &c.  to  the  additional  army,  from 
the  first  of  January  1812,  to  the  30th  of  September 
following  : 

“It  may  escape  the  observation  of  general  readers, 
and  we  therefore  offer  a few  notes  upon  these  items  ; 
it  ■ will  be  perceived  thut  the  number  of  coats,  vests, 
and  over-alls,  are  within  fixe  thousand  of  the  whole  mi- 
litary force  voted  by  congress,  though  it  is  certain  that 
the  number  of  suits  thus  issued,  is  much  greater  than 
the  actual  number  enlisted. 

“ There  are  four  shirts  a mall  issued  for  25,000  men, 
and  four  pair  of  shoes  f>r  the  same  number. 

“-2nd  blankets  sufficient  to  supply  every  man  under 
arms,  with  two  blankets  each. 

“The  muskets  issued  are  far  100,000  men. 

“ And  the  tents  issued  are  amply  sufficient  to  cover  at 
only  five  men  to  an  infantry , and  six  for  a cavalry 
Sent,  fi the  usual  number  is  seven  and  tenj  50,00 Oin- 
fantry , and  10,000  cavalry , or  altogether  60,000  men. 

“The  ammunition  may  be  placed  in  a similar  point 
of  comparison,  and  will  be  found  adequate  to  12  weeks 
daily  action  for  the -whole  of  the  force  organized,  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinary  expenditure  in  warfare , as  it. 
must  be  conducted .” 


“The  bane  and  antidote.” 

A letter  from  an  officer  of  the  late  United  States 
Sloop  of  war,  Wasp , says  that  the  boatswain  of  that 
ship  and  some  of  the  crew,  have  been  detained  at 
Bermuda  on  suspicion  of  being'  British  subjects — 
with  a view'  to  try  them  for  treason.  This  is  the 
third  case  in  which  some  of  pur  sailors  have  been  de- 
tained on  this  plea — the  two  former  were  promptly 
met  by  putting’  into  close  .confinement  twice  the  num- 
ber so  held  by  the  enemy,  as  hostages  for  the  safety 
of  our  people — and,  we  trust,  the  like  procedure  will 
prevail  in  this  instance — as  well  as  that  punishment 
wav  be  inflicted  pari  passu,  in  ail  cases,  and  at  every 
hazard.  General  Washington,  was  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  adopt  this  line  of  conduct  during  the  re- 
volution, and  it  had  the  most  happy  effect  in  re- 
straining the  barbarities  of  the  enemy.  It  is  hard 
that  the  innocent  should  suffer  for  the  guilty — but 
the  whole  business  of  war  is  made  up  from  private 
outrages  and  individual  sufferings,  and  tire  retalia- 
tory principle  is  as  just  as  any  other  connected,  with 
this  deplorable  state  of  thing’s.  If  the  war  shall  as- 
sume the  horrid  character  that  the  haughty  Britons 
seem  disposed  to  give  it— be  the  sin  cn  their  own 
heads,  as  the  original  aggressors.  But  we  are  in- 
clined to  believe  that  the  frothy  “ masters  of  the 
deep,”  driven  to  madness  in  the  mortification  of 
their  pride  by  the  exploits  of  our  seamen,  will  find 
many  good  and  substantial  reasons  to  hold'  their 
hand  in  t!  is  matter.  They  are  contending  with  a 

;\v  people— an  enemy  that  has  demonstrated  tine 


tain  it,  she  has  left  nothing  undone  to  give  energy 
te  the  contest  to  preserve  it.  She  has  passed  an  act 
to  provide  for  raising  two  brigades  of  United  Staves 
volunteers  and  most  liberally  appropriated  funds  for 
their  encouragement. — She  has  taken  generous  mea- 
sures to  render  lver  drafted  militia  adequate  to  all 
the  purposes  expected  of  them,  and  advanced  their 
pay  from  her  own  treasury.  She  lias  provided  that, 
the  property  and  persons  of  the  soldiery,  volun- 
teers or  m ilitia,  shall  be  exempt  from  civil  process 
from  the  time  of  entering  the  service,  undl  thirty 
days  after  their  discharge.- — She  has  passed  a law  by 
which  any  volunteer  “ who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may 
be  confined  in  any  common  goal,”  &c.  on  execution 
founded  on  civil  contract  the  amount  of  which  does 
not  exceed  $ 60,  maybe  released  by  “an  order  to 
march  but  after  his  discharge  from  actual  service 
or  on  his  refusal  to  perform  duty,  he  may  be  taken 
and  committed  as  theretofore — and,  knowing  the  ne- 
cesssity  of  the  measure,  she  has  passed  a non-inter- 
course law  with  Canada,  making  it  penal  to  puss 
through  or  from  that  state,  to  the  enemy's  country  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  Without  a permit  from  the 
governor  or  some  o' her  person  authorised  to  give  it — 
She  has  also  provided  in  the  most  summary  way  to 
prevent  supplies  for  the  British.  The  mantle  of  those 
who  fought  with  Si  ark  at  Bennington,  has  covered 
these  brave  spirits  of  the  north . 


The  State  of  Europe. 

Our  accounts  from  Russia  arc  horrible.  The  18th 
bulletin  of  the  French  army,  dated  September  12, 
at  Moiaisk,  about  25  leagues  from  Moscow,  records 
one  of  the  most  destructive  battles  of  modern  t.mes, 
fought  on  the  7th  of  the  month,  near  that  place. — 
The  forces,  on  each  side,  were  about  120,000  men. 
Bonaparte  was  in  readiness  for  the  engagement  at  2 
o’clock  in  the  morning— at  half  past  five  the  sun  rose 
without  clouds  ; it  had  mined  the  preceding  even- 
ing— and  he  cried  out- “this  is  the  sun  of  Auster- 

•ktz  /” — a concise  and  animating  order  was  issued,  and 
the  French  army  answered  it  with  repeated  acclama- 
tions. T,lie  firing  commenced  a short  time  after,  and 
the  action  became  general  at  7 o’clock.  “A  thou- 
sand pieces  of  cannon,”  of  the  adverse  armies,  spread 
death  on  every  side.  At  8 o’clock  the  Russian  re- 
doubts were  carried — they  attempted  to  regain  them 
— a terrible  carnage  ensued,  and  at  2 o’clock  the  vic- 
tory, on  the  paat  of  the  French,  was  complete.  From 
12  to  13,000  Russians,  and  from  8 to  9000  horses, 
were  counted  on  the  field  of  battle — and  their  total 
loss,  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  is  estimated 
at  between  40  and  50,000  men.  Forty  Russian  gene- 
rals were  killed,  and  the  French  lost  five  or  six. — 
Murat,  the  king  of  Naples,  at  t|ie  head  of  the  caval- 
British  inferiority  in  every  resoect,  in  naval  tactics,  kv>  charged  the  Russians  with  his  usual  impetuosity, 
— in  courage,  conduct  and  effect.  Our  little  mari-  ^'d,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other,  contributed  n? 
time  force  fearlessly  ventures  on  the  ocean— fully  Jtlie  common  mass  of  destruction.  The  French  fired 
belie  ving  they  can  out-maneenvre.  the  greater  power  i GO, 000  cannon  shot  during  the  battle— the  Russians 


men  most  willing  and  most  capable  of  serving  their 
country^  in  coercing  honest  peace. 


• shall  soon  have  peace  with  Russia.”— which  has,  be- 
fore this  time,  been  dictated  by  Bonaparte,  as  ought 
to  have  .been  calculated  upon  by  the  dealers  at  iS 't. 
Petersburg  before  they,  influenced  by  the  British, 
prevailed  upon  Alexander  to  embark  in  the  war.  On 
. . , the  receipt  of  this  bulletin  in  London,  the  stocks  fell. 

The  late  sitting  Oi  tire  general  assembly  of  Ver-I  Consols  were  down  to  57  1-2. 

-jirr.t  has  been  peculiarly  marked  by  deeds  of  patri-j  The  continent  of  Europe  will  soon  be  at  peace.— 
owin.  1 irmly’  attached  to  liberty,  and  inmdiul  of  By  their  infernal  incantations,  the  princes  of  that 
f?te  .^iury.  her  hardy  sons  acquired  in  the  war  to  bb*  • cb.untry  have  ra&gd  up  a master  spirit  that  qontrtAS 


“The  Green  mountain  boys,” 
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their  destinies,  and  increases  his  power  by  resistance. 
But  for  England,  France  might  have  been  a repub- 
lic— but  for  England,  Bonaparte,  the  emperor,  might 
have  been  a mere  captain  of  aviliery,  unknown  be- 
yond his  own  regiment — but  for  England,  Holland, 
Switzerland,  Sardinia,  Naples,  Spain,  Portugal,  Aus- 
tria, Prussia,  Russia  and  many  other  minor  sovereign- 
ties might  have  remained — all  the  continent  is  now 
merged  into  the  empire  or  under  the  vassalage  of 
France — or  humbled  at  the  feet  of  her  proud  mo- 
narch praying  for  mercy,  or  resisting  him  only  to 
fill  up  thecup  of  affliction  and  misery— for  like  the 
tornado  he  willsweephis  enemies  fromt hcPeninsula, 
having  ended  the  war  in  the  North. 

The  British  papers  have  been  frequently  filled 
with  the  praises  of  Bemadotte , crown  prince  of 
Sweden,  and  the  hopes  of  poor  John  Bull  were  am- 
ply fed  with  the  great  feats  he  was  to  do  by  attacking 
Bonaparte  in  his  rear,  &c.  Bemadotte , a prudent 
man,  careful  of  the  people  whose  king  he  is  about  to 
be,  has  earnestly  labored  to  secure  to  them  the  ad- 
vantages of  peace,  of  peculiar  importance  to  S-oe- 
den  in  the  present  troubled  state  of  the  world.  Bo- 
naparte was  willing  that  he  should  derive  every  pos- 
sible gain  from  it, and  being  secure  in  his  affection, ad- 
mitted his  neutrality.  But  as  England , flattered  by 
the  success  of  her  intrigues  in  Russia,  would  have 
quarrelled  with  poor  Sweden,  her  crown  prince  was 
compelled,  to  cheat  her  into  a belief  that  he  was 
about  to  overturn  the  whole  power  of  Bonaparte  by 
a handful  of  troops  ! The  gudgeon  greedily  swal- 
lowed the  bait,  and  Sweden  was  the  " great  and 
good  ally”  of  England.  Bemadotte  knew  too  well 
the  power  and  resources  of  Bonaparte  to  venture  on 
a squabble  with  him  ; and  we  never,  for  one  moment, 
believed  he  so  designed  to  do.  We  are  much  mis- 
taken if  it  does  not  soon  appear,  that  the  courts  of 
Paris  and  Stockholm  have  perfectly  understood  one 
another.  A treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Swe- 
den has  lately  appeared,  in  which,  merely  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  the  latter,  the  former  undertakes 
to  make  a common  enemy  of  the  enemies  of  the 
latter. 

The  war  in  Spain  continues  as  usual.  The  French 
have  concentrated  their  forces  and  are  again  acting- 
in  the  offensive.  Lord  Wellington  carried  Burgos, 
by  storm — but  the  citadel  remained  in  possession  of 
the  French.  If  the  emperor  has  made  peace  with 
Russia,  the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal  will  soon  ter- 
minate bv  another  flight  to  the  sea-board.  But, 
except  so  far  as  they  may  humble  England  and  re- 
duce her  to  a sense  of  justice,  we  feel  no  relish  for 
the  progress  of  the  French  arms,  either  in  Russia  or 
in  die  Peninsidn. 

All  Europe,  the  British  islands  excepted,  whose 
local  situation  and  maritime  strength  has  preserved 
them  from  his  grasp,  now  are,  or  soon  will  be,  at  die 
feet  of  Bonaparte  ! — Terrible  have  been  the  events 
that  led  to  this  unparalleled  subjugation,  and 
more  horrible  will  be  the  future  struggles  for  pow- 
er in  that  unfortunate  country.  In  prospective  we 
behold  an  ocean  of  blood  extending  from  the  D*r- 
dannalles  to  the  Atlantic,  and  from  die  White  Sea 
to  the  pillars  of  Hercules — the  empire  of  this  mo- 
dem Jilexander  will  terminate  with  his  life — the 
manners,  habits,  language,  soil  and  climate  of  the 
various  nations,  now  subject  to  him,  present  natural 
impossibilities  to  union,  and  his  rival  chieftains  will 
contend  with  each  other  for  the  domination  of  par- 
ticular parts.  On  what  a slender  thread  hangs  hu- 
man things  ! How  great  the  importance  of  the  life 

of  one  man  ! Blessed  are  we  above  all  people,  so 

far  removed  from  Europe  as  to  be  able  to  resist  her 
conflicting  powers,  and  preserve  an  asylum  for  free- 
dom ! 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

l.\  SENATE. 

Friday,  Nov . 27- — The  senate  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  from  the  house  concerning  the 
pay  of  the  army,  &c.  and  amendments  reported  by 
the  committee  thereto. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  3d  section  which  au- 
thorises the  enlistment  of  all  young,  men  over  eigh- 
teen years  of  age , there  were — 

For  striking  it  out — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley, 
Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Campbell,  of  Ten.  Condit,  Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard,  German, Gilman, Goodrich,Gregg, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Ma- 
gruder,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith,  of  Md.  Smith,  of  N.  V. 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington — 26. 

gainst  striking  it  out — Messrs.  Crawford,  Robin- 
son, Tait,  and  Varnum— 4. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was,  after 
debate,  postponed  to  Monday. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  ascertain  the  classes  in 
which  tlie  two  senators  from  Louisiana  should  be 
arranged,  when,  having  drawn  lots,  it  appeared  that 
Mr.  Magruder’s  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the 
3d  day  of  March  next,  and  Mr.  Posey’s  four  years 
after  the  3d  day  of  March  next. 

There  was  no  sitting  on  Thursday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fnday,  November  27. — Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  naval 
committee,  made  a long  report,  concluding  with  a 
bill  to  increase  the  navy  of  the  U.  States.  [The  hill 
is  in  blank,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  immediate 
building  of  four  ships  of  74  guns,  four  large  frigates 
and  four  vessels  of  16  guns  is  contemplated.  It  is 
our  dec  ded  opinion  that  the  bill  will  prevail  by  a 
large  majority,  in  both  houses — the  republicans  see- 
ing- the  necessity  of  a naval  force  to  bring  into  actio* 
the  physical  strength  of  the  country,  and  the  feder- 
alists being  pledged  by  their  conduct,  for  years,  in 
support  of  it. 

Mr.  Bassett  also  reported  a bill  making4  provision 
for  certain  navy  pensions. 

JMonday,  Nov.  30. — Nothing  of  interest  was  trans- 
acted this  day  in  either  house. 

[Licences.  A bill  has  been  introduced  into  the 
house  of  representatives  to  prohibit  the  use  of  "any 
license  or  pass,  or  paper  or  instrument”  of  any  kind, 
issued  on  the  authority  of  any  foreign  government, 
or  any  person  acting  under  its  authority — under  the 
penalty  of  making  the  vessel  and  cargo  liable  to  for- 
feiture, as  prize,  to  the  person  detecting  the  same, 
and  imposing  penalties  as  for  a " high  misdemeanor’ 
or  those  concerned  in  the  same.  The  bill  will  doubt- 
less pass — and  may  break  up  the  present  disgraceful 
traffic  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  carried  on  under  the 
“gracious  protection”  of  the  enemy.] 

Tuesday,  Dec.  1. — The  house  occupied  some  time 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  naturalization  law  s, 
without  coming*  to  any  conclusion. 

Mr.  Newton  submitted  a resolution  having  for  its 
object  to  instruct  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  to  enquire  whether  any,  V nd  if  any, 
what  restrictions  on  the  exportations  of  provisions 
and  of  all  articles  necessary  for  naval  equipment,  in 
vessels  of  foreign  nations  at  amity  with  the  United 
States  may  be  at  this  tone  expedient ; and  that  tlie 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

[A  desultory  debate  ensued — after  various  modifi- 
cations of  the  resolution,  the  house  finally  refused 
to  consider  the  matter,  57  to  56. — So  that  we  shall 
magnanimously  continue  to  feed  our  enemies  as  here- 
tofore.] 

Wednesday,  Dec.  2. — Mr.  Williams  reported  a bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  arm- 
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jug-  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  ; which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
on  the  subject  of  the  bonds  given  by  sundry  mer- 
chants, on  account  of  the  recent  importations  of 
British  goods,  was  called  up,  and  many  documents 
read.  Mr.  Cheves,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
stated  that  he  had  disagreed  with  the  majority  of  it 
and  demanded  an  exhibition  of  the  reasons  on  which 
they  had  acted.  Mr.  Johnson  rose  to  reply,  but, 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  urged  a postpone- 
ment of  the  subject,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Export  of  provisions. — Mr.  Harper  said  the  house 
had  yesterday  refused  to  consider  a resolution,  of- 
fered* by  a gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Newton^ 
on  the  subject  of  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of 
restricting  the  exportation  of  bread  stuffs,  &c.  when 
the  house  was  thinner  than  at  present,  some  members 
having  been  absent.  With  a view  to  try  the  ques- 
tion in  a full  house,  he  moved  that  the  house  do 
norj  proceed  to  a consideration  of  the  resolution  : 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 


endeavor  to  keep  pace  with  events  by  postponing 
such  things  as  are  not  of  immediate  importance. 

But  those  who  have  not  paid  for  the  first  year  shall 
not  receive  the  second  on  the  same  terms — and  “notice 
is  hereby  given”  that  the  Register,  iviilbe  discontinued, 
to  all  such , the  2nd  volume  being  concluded,  those 

ASCERTAINED  TO  BE  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THEIR  COUN- 

try  excepteb.  The  appendix  is  designed  as  a com- 
pliment to  those  that  enable  me  to  publish  it,  and 
will  not  be  transmitted  to  any  person  in  arrears,  as 
aforesaid. 

Many  agents  have  remitted  money  without  desig- 
nating the  persons  to  whose  credit  it  should  be  ap- 
plied, under  the  expectation  of  a speedy  settlement  of 
the  business  for  the  year.  They  are  earnestly  re- 
quested to  make  immediate  return  of  the  names  oi’ 
all  who  have  paid,  to  prevent  mistakes.  Such  as 
cannot  attend  to  the  littie  business  I press  upon  them 
are  politely  requested  to  notify  the  fact,  that  mea-, 
sures  may  be  resorted  to  promote  punctuality  in 
future.  This  is  the  last  time,  I trust,  that  the  disa- 
greeable subject  shall  be  mentioned  in  the  Register. 

THE  EDITOR, 


YEAS — Messrs  Anderson,  Bacon,  Bard,  Barnett, 
Bibb,  Brown,  Butler,  Carr,  Clay,  Cochran,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Davis,  Desha,  Din smoor,  Earle,  Findley, 
Fisk,  Franklin,  Green,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper, 
Hyneman,  Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Little,  Lyle,  Ma- 
con, Maxwell,  Moore,  M‘Coy,  M‘Kee,  M‘Kim,  Met- 
calf, Mitchill,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Newton,  Qrmsby, 
"Pickens,  Pond,  Potter,  It  he  a,  Roane,  Sage,  Seaver, 
Seybert,  Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Troup,  Tinner, 
"Wiutehil'l,  Widgery,  and  Winn — 58. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Baker,  Bassett,  Bigelow, 
Bleecker, , Boyd,  Breckenriclge,  Brigham,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Cheves,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport, 
Dawson,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Gholson,  Gold,  Golds- 
borough,  Goodwyn,  Grundy,  Ilawes,  Hufty,  Jack- 
son,  Kent,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  .VFBryde,  Milnor,  Mose- 
ley, Nelson,  Newhold,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Quincy,  Richardson,  Ridgelv,  Ringgold,  Roberts, 
Rodman,  Sammons,  Sheffey,  j.  Smith,  Stanford,  Stu- 
art, Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taliaferro,  Tallmaclge, 
Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wil- 
son— 58. 

The  votes-being  equally  divided — 

Mr.  Speaker  said  he  believed  he  should  vote 
against  the  proposition  at  any  time,  and  it  was  rather 
too  late  in  the  day  to  take  it  up  now. 

He  therefore  voted  ki  the  negative. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 


Timely  remarks  and  due  notice. 

As  some  gentlemen  may  believe  that  my  zeal  to 
give  value  to  the  Register  lias  declined  with  the 
success  of  the  Work,  it  is  due,  as  well  to  my  owp 
feelings  as  to  my  punctual  subscribers  to  say,  ho- 
nestly and  sincerely,  that  my  present  means  are  in- 
adequate to  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  supple- 
ments, as  issued  about  this  time  the  last  year.  This 
is  the  truth,  and  I feel  no  shame  to  confess  it.  The 
expences  of  ffie  two  first  volumes,  incident  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Register  far  exceeded  my  cal- 
culations ; and  the  receipts  were  much  short  of  my 
hopes. 

My  pride, as  well  as  my  interest,  is  deeply  concern- 
ed in  the  Register,  and  a great  debt  of  gratitude  is 
due  to  tlie  real  friends  of  the  work.  This  debt  shall 

be  honestly  discharged for,  after  this  volume 

is  finished,  and  the  claim  of  the  subscribers  is  satis- 
fied, a rich  appendix  shall  issue,  to  contain  as  much 
matter  as,  in  common  book  form,  would  sell  for  half 
cost  of  the  jolunre  itself.  Until  then,  we  shall 


Captain  Morris. 

It  has  ever  been  the  policy  and  custom  of  all  go- 
vernments to  reward  the  brilliant  achievements  of 
their  officers,  not  merely  as  a compensation  for 
the  services  rendered,  but  as  an  inducement  to  deeds 
of  noble  doing.  Titles,  ranks  and  badges  of  ho- 
norable distinction  are  held  out  to  the  emulative 
soldier  as  excitements  to  valorous  enterprize.  Tri- 
umphs were  decreed,  temples  dedicated,  and  mau- 
soleums erected  in  honor  of  the  victorious  leaders 
of  the  armies  and  navies  of  Greece  and  Rome.  In 
more  modern  times  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe  have 
been  bounteous  to  their  distinguished  warriors. 

Prince  Eugene  for  his  martial  genius  was  made  a 
major-general  in  the  Austrian  army  when  but  twenty 
years  of  age,  lieutenant-general  at  twenty-five,  field- 
marshal  of  the  empire  at  thirty,  and  finally  dignified 
with  the  exalted  title  of  prince.  The  immortal 
"Wolfe,  whose  superior  endowments  commanded  the 
attention  of  a Chatham,  was  at  an  early  age  honored 
with  the  command  of  the  armies  in  North  America. 
Bonaparte,  while  a stripling,  led  the  squadrons  of 
France  over  the  Alps.  Nelson  was  created  admiral 
while  hundreds  of  officers  were  above  him  in  rank. 

It  is  by  such  liberal  confidence- and  distinguishing 
honors  that  nations  have  commanded  the  ablest 
champions.  Had  the  dull  rotine  of  regular  promo- 
tion been  rigidly  adhered  to,  the  Turkish  crescent 
would  have  shed  its  baneful  influence  over  the  em- 
pire of  Austria,  and  the  lillies  of  France  been  plant- 
ed on  the  ramparts  of  Vienna  ; the  heights  of  Abra- 
ham would  have  remained  unregistered  on  the  tab- 
lets of  fame  ; the  provinces  of  France  would  have 
become  colonies  to  the  combined  kingdoms  which 
threatened  their  subjugation  ; the  thunders  of  Bri- 
tain would  not  have  reverberated  from  the  shores  of 
Egypt,  or 

“ Round  the  rough  rocks  of  trembling  Trafalgar.” 

In  this  country  the  merited  promotion  of  lieutenant 
Morris  certainly  cannot  excite  any  feelings  other 
than  those  which  the  doing  of  a good  action  never 
fails  to  inspire. 

Captain  Morris  has  ever  been  distinguished  in  the 
'navy  for  his  unremit. ted  application  in  the  acquire- 
ments of  nautical  information,  for  activity,  intelli- 
gence and  zeal  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty. 
Had  his  recent  promotion  been  in  consequence  of 
his  cool  and  determined  bravery  in  the  action  with 
the  Guerriere  only,  there  might  have  been  some 
cause  for  animadversions,  but  his  gallant  conduct 
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While  under  commodore  Preble,  in  the  Tripolitan 
war,  gained  him  the  confidence  of  his  commander, 
the  admiration  of  his  companions  in  arms  and  the 
applauses  of  his  countrymen.  Re  was  the  first  man 
who  gained  the  deck  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  on 
that  ever  memorable  night,  when  under  the  batte- 
ries of  the  enemy,  she  was  wrapt  in  flames  by  the 
Spartan  band,  under  lieutenant  Decatur,  for  which 
brilliant  exploit  the  president  most  justly  gave  the 
latter  a captain’s  commission. 

When  the  Constitution  made  her  glorious  escape 
from  the  British  squadron  off  the  capes  of  the  Che- 
sapeake, to  lieut.  Morris  did  the  magnanimous  Hull 
give  much  of  the  credit  acquired  in  that  masterly 
retreat. 

Those  who  personally  know  the  sterling  worth  and 
intrinsic  merit  of  captain  Morris,  cannot  but  rejoice 
that  his  manly  virtues  and  naval  talents  have  now  a 
more  ample  ncld  cf  exertion  in  his  couutry’s  cause. 

That  many  gallant  souls  as  ever  walked  a deck, 
frel  themselves  aggrieved,  may’  be  most  true ; not 
that  Morris  is  advanced,  but  because  fortune  has  not 
placed  them  where  laurels  can  be  plucked  from  the 
peeking  front  of  battle.  Host.  Pat. 


Miscellaneous  Articles. 

Tax  on  advertisements  — It  was  supposed  from  the 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  that  each 
country  equally  contributed  in  all  things  to  the 
support  of  government.  The  following  proceed- 
ings in  the  imperial  parliament  may  elucidate  the 
fact : 

“Mr.  Shaw,  of  Dublin,  brought  up  a petition  from 
the  proprietors  of  newspapers  in  Dublin,  praying  a 
repeal  of  the  duty  on  advertisements  laid  on  last  year 
— He  stated,  that  the  duty  which  had  only  produc- 
ed in  the  last  six  months  £4,900  was  oppressive  and 
unproductive.  The  grievance  lay  in  the  increase  of 
the  duty  on  each  advertisement,  in  proportion  to  its 
number  of  lines  ; the  single  advertisement  of  the 
Portuguese  subscription  had  paid  duty  £2  145,  in  an 
Irish  paper,  while  in  an  English  it  would  have  paid 
only  three  shillings. 

Mr.  Parnell  considered  the  duty  as  violating  the 
7th  article  of  the  Union. 

Sir  J.  Newport  and  Mr.  P.  Moore  wished  that  the 
petition  should  be  referred  to  a committee.  This 
was  opposed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  at 
some  length,  and  by  Mr.  Foster.  The  question  was 
put,  when  there  appeared  17  for,  and  29  against  the 
committee. 

Galvanic  battery. — The  Journal  de  Physique  of  Ge- 
noa, states  that  if  a very  strong  galvanic  battery  act 
on  a mass  of  charcoal,  a substance  is  produced  like 
diamond.  Perhaps  the  strongest  case  on  record  of  the 
prophetic  sagacity  of  science,  was  the  suggestion  of 
sir  Isaac  Newton,  that  the  diamond  would  turn  out 
tp  be  a combustible  substance. 

ELEOANT  MORCEATT. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Courier. — About  thirteen  ago, 
or  more,  travelling  through  the  middle  parts  of  Ger- 
many, I saw  a little  print  of  the  Virgin  and  Child,  in 
the  small  public  house  of  a catholic  village,  with  the 
following  beautiful  Latin  lines  under.it,  which  I 
transcribed.  They  may  be  easily  adapted  to  the  air 
of  the  famous  Sicilian  hymn,  “ Adeste  fi  deles,  lu  ll 
triumphmites ,”  by  the  omission  of  a few  notes.  I 
.send  you  the  words  with  an  English  imitation. 
the  virgin’s  cradle  ttrsesr. 

Dormi,  Jesu ! Mater  ridet, 

Qua:  tam  dulcem  somnum  videt, 

Dormi,  Jesu ! blandule  ! 

Si  non  dormi  s,  Mater  plprat,.. 


Inter  fila  cantans  orat, 

Blande,  veni,  somnule ! 

ENGLISH.  - 

Sleep,  sweet  babe^my  cares  beguiling. 

Mother  site  beside  thee  smiling ; 

Sleep,  my  darling*,  tenderly  ! 

If  thou  sleep  not,  mother  mourncth. 

Singing  as  lier  wheel  she  turneth, 

Come,  soft  slumber,  balmily  ! 

POISONOUS  HONEY. 

The  following  note  is  just  received,  and  Its  interest 

and  importance  render  it  proper,  in  my  judgment, 

to  publish  it  as  it  stands.  [JY.  Y.  E.  Post.  : 

New-Yodk,  Nov.  14,  1812. 

Deah  Sir— Yesterday  morning  having  been  called 
upon  to  visit  two  persons  that  had  been  poisoned  by 
eating  honey,  just  bought  in  the  Fly-market;  it  ap- 
pears to  me  proper  that  some  public  intimation 
should  be  given  by  you  to  our  citizens,  that  they  may 
be  on  their  guard  in  purchasing  this  article. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  wild  honey  to  be  poisonous, 
in  consequence  of  the  bees  feeding  upon  t he  flowers 
of  poisonous  plants,  such  as  the  different  species  of 
kalmias  or  dwarf  laurels,  with  which  our  woods 
abound — but  it  is  not  usual  that  domestic  honey,  pro- 
duced in  the  neighborhood  of  thickly  settled  places* 
should  have  this  effect — such,  however,  was  the  fact 
in  the  present  case.  Poisonous  honey  is,  generally, 
of  a dark  reddish , approaching  to  a crimson  color, 
and  of  a thicker  consistence  than  that  usually'  sold  in 
the  market ; by  which  circumstance  it  is  commonly 
discovered  by  hunters,  and  avoided  accordingly.-— 
Whereas  pure  or  innocent  honey  is  of  a light  color 
and  viscid,  excepting  when  by  age  it  acquires  a dark 
brown. 

I found  the  patients  laboring  under  a great  distur- 
bance of  the  brain  and  nervous  system — violent  vo- 
miting— cold  extremities — a livid  appearance  of  the 
countenance  and  pulse  reduced  to  about  20  in  a mi- 
nute, but  by  the  vomiting  thus  spontaneously  pro- 
duced, followed  by  a dose  of  castor  oil — spirituous 
fomentations  applied  to  the  stomach,  bowels  and  ex- 
tremities— and  by  a dilution  of  warm  spiritous  drinks, 
the  patients  referred  to,  were  relieved  from  the 
alarming  svmptoms  which  had  been  produced. 

, Your’s,  Sx.  D.  HOSACK. 

Wm.  Coleman,  esq. 

INDIAN  RETALIATION. 

Savannah,  October  20. 

A letter  has  lieen  received  by  a gentleman  in  this 
city  from  his  friend  in  the  Creek  nation,  giving  as- 
surances that  eight  Creek  Indians  have  been  execut- 
ed, and  seven  cropped  and  whipped,  under  the  sen- 
tence of  the  chiefs  of  that  nation,  for  the  murders 
and  thefts  committed  on  the  frontiers  of  Tcnncssed. 

| To  this  is  added,  that  there  is  as  much  safety  in  tra- 
velling among  them  at  this  time,  (the  Seminola 
tribes  excepted)  as  there  is  through  Georgia.  The 
promptness  with  which  the  chiefs  have  complied 
with  The  wishes  of  colonel  Hawkins  on  this  occasion? 
gives  new  evidence  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  and 
usefulness,  as  well  as  the  pleasing  hope  that  lie  will 
succeed  in  keeping  them  at  peace  with  the  United. 
States.* 

The  heated  imaginations  of  many  silly  writer* 
have  been  employed  in  vain  efforts,  without  taking 
jtruth  for  their  guide,  to  stain  the  character  of  coVT 
I Hawkins.  It  is  not  necessary,  nor  would  it  be  cor- 
rect for  him  to  silence  these  scribblers  by  giving 

* The  Creek  Indians’  demands  for  ammunition 
tliis  year,  have  been  unusually  small : The  reasons 
1 assigned  are,  that  the  game  is  all  destroyed,  aLd 
Hh  at  they  do  not  depend  upon  it  for  safety. 
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publicity  to  his  motives  for  all  his  actions.  It  is  | 
enough  that  lie  has  passed  sixteen  ye  airs  in  the  con- 1 
stant  employment  of  his  country,  without  any  other 
desire  relative  to  his  political  life,  than  that  of  stand- 
ing well  with  himself.  The  birth  he  holds  he  was 
asked  to  receive  : It  cannot  be  desirable  to  a man  of 
his  mental  qualifications ; and  was  it  not  for  the 
great  purposes  of  civilization  which  he  has  in  view, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  he  would  long  since  have  retir- 
ed from  it.  It  is  ardently  hoped  that  the  general 
government  will  justly  appreciate  his  usefulness, 
and  that  he  will  be  encouraged  to  persevere  in  the 
laudable  plans  which  he  has  commenced  until  the  ex- 
periment is  fairly  tested. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  207. 

267.  Brig*  Union,  from  Guernsey  for  Grenada,  in 
ballast,  sent  into  Old  Town  by  the  General  Arm- 
strong privateer  of  New-York.  The  Union  carries  6 
guns. 

268.  Schooner  Neptune,  with  a cargo  of  fish,  salt 
and  oil,  taken  by  the  Revenge  of  Salem,  and  sent 
into  Cape  Ann. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

The  prince  regent,  by  proclamation,  dissolved  par- 
liament, on  the  29th  of  September,  and  ordered 
writs  to  be  issued,  returnable  November  24,  calling 
a new  parliament. 

Price  of  -wheat — London,  October  6,  132s.  4 1-2 d. 
per  quarter — equal  to  about  $2  75  cents  per  bushel. 

There  cannot  now  be  any  doubt  of  the  re-election 
of  Mi*.  Madisob,  by  a large  majority.  The  whole 
number  of  votes  to  be  given  is  21 8-— of  which  Mr. 
Clinton  will  have  89. 

Among  a number  of  excellent  toasts  drank  at  New 
York,  in  commemoration  of  the  evacuation  of  that 
city  by  the  British,  we  notice  the  following— 

By  General  Armstrong-. 

Captain  Jones , his  Gjjicers  and  Crew — Their  con- 
duct proves  that  it  requires  British  seventy -fours  to 
conquer  American  sloops  of  war. 

By  Major  Boenim. 

More  Pimdence  and  better  Judgment  to  British  Na- 
val Character's — The  late  achievement  of  capt.  Jones, 
on  the  bosom  of  the  Atlantic,  shews,  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous meddling  with  the  stings  of  the  Wasp , even 
in  a Frolic. 

Maryland  electors  of  President. — Edward  Johnson, 
John  Stephen,  Tobias  E.  Stansbury,  Thomas  W.  Vea- 
zy,  Thomas  Worrel,  Edward  Lloyd,  Henry  Williams, 
Daniel  Rentch,  Edward  H.  Culvert,  Henry  H.  Chap- 
man and  Littleton  Dennis.  The  six  first  are  Madi- 
sonian republican — the  two  following*  are  Clintonian 
republicans,  the  three  last  are  federalists. 

Virginia  electors  of  President. — Joseph  Goodwin,of 
Nansemond ; Benjamin  Harrison,  Prince  George  ; 
Edward  PegTain,  Dinwiddse ; Richard  Field,  Bruns- 
wick ; Thomas  Reed,  senr.  Charlotte ; Matthew 
Cheatham,  Chesterfield  ; Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Al- 
bemarle i Charles  Yancey,  Buckingham ; George 
Penn,  Patrick  ; Wm.  G.  Poindexter,  Louisa;  Spen- 
cer Roane,  Hanover  ; Sthreshly  Rennolds,  Essex  ; 
Robt.  Taylor,  Orange  ; Gustavus  B.  Horner,  Fau- 
quier ; Robert  Nelson,  York  ; Mann  Page,  Glouces- 
ter ; Walter  Jones,  Northumberland;  John  T. 
Brooke,  Stafford ; Hugh  Holmes,  Frederick  ; Dani- 
el Morgan,  Jell  hr  son  ; Archd.  Rutherford,  Rocking- 
ham ; Arcd.  Stuart,  Augusta ; Andrew  Russell, 
Washington  ; Charles  Taylor,  Montgomery  ; Wm. 
M.  Kin  ley,  Ohio. 


North  Carolina  has  chosen  her  electors  of  pres'* 
dent  and  vice-president — 130  to  60 — ail  Madisohians. 
They  are — William  H.  Murfree,  Kedar  Ballard, 
James  Bright,  Thomas  D.  King,  Janies  W.  Clarke, 
Hutchins  G.  Burton,  Thomas  Davis,  Kemp  Plum- 
mer, James  Mebane,  James  Rainey,  Francis  Locke, 
Montfort  Stokes,  Jonathan  Hampton,  Joseph  Wins- 
ton, Henry  Massey. 

The  Brig  Rattlesnake. — It  was  our  melancholy  du- 
ty to  state  that  this  brig  had  been  upset  by  a hurri- 
cane between  Reedy  Island  and  I lie  Tiers  about  2 
o’clock  on  tbe  morning  of  Tuesday,  I^st  and  that 
seventeen  persons  had  been  drowned.  It  is  with 
peculiar  satisfaction  we  now  correct  this  statement 
and  record  a most  extraordinary  interposition  of 
Divine  Providience.  At  early  day-1  ight  the  boat- 
swain went  on  board  the  brig  to  see  if  he  could  re- 
cover his  trunk.  While  standing  on  . a part  of  the 
how  out  of  the  water  he  heard  the  cries  for  help  of 
the  people  in  the  forecasle  who  were  unable  to  get 
to  the  scupper  as  the  vessel  lay  on  her  starboard 
side.  The  bo  tswain  hailed  the  revenue  cutter  who 
sent  her  boat  with  people  and  an  axe  to  assist  in  get- 
ting the  unfortunate  people  out.  They  instantly 
went  to  work,  and  in  seamen’s  phrase  scuttled  her, 
that  is,  cut  a hole  for  the  seamen  to  get  out.  They 
were  all,  eighteen  in  number,  and  a small  boy  taken 
out  alive.  The  men  had  been  four  hours  up  to  the 
chin  in  water,  some  being  obliged  to  hold  back  their 
heads  to  keep  the  water  from  running*  into  their 
mouths.  They  were  almost  exhausted  for  want  of 
air  when  the  hole  was  cut. 

Not  tlie  least  interesting  circumstance  in  this  tru- 
ly interesting  affair  is,  that  the  seamen  faint  and  ex- 
piring as  they  were,  had  borne  up  the  head  of  the 
little  boy  above  the  water,  determined  that,  so  long 
as  they  lived,  he  should  not  perish.  Phil.  pap. 

A resolution  has  passed  both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  Ten 
nessee,  recommending,  and  embracing  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  to  alter  the  time  of  service  for  sena- 
tors from  six  to  four  years. 

A hill  lias  passed  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  annulling  th£ 
marriage  ai Jerome  Bonaparte , king  of  Westphalia,  and  Elizabeth 
Bonajwr  te,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 


On  hand — the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Erring,  our 
late  special  minister  in  Denmark , with  the  secretary 
of  state — also,  the  Message  of  the  President  to  Con- 
gress covering  the  correspondence  between  the  secreta- 
ry at  war  and  the  governors  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  relative  to  the  militia.  As  the  nature  of 
these  communications  are  already  before  our  readers , 
we  postpone  their  insertion.  We  have  likewise,  a mes- 
sage from  the  President  enclosing  a letter  from  Mt- 
Lear,  late  consul  general  a)  Algiers,  giving  an.  account 
of  the  rupture  with  that  regency — and  the  documents 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  that  refers  to  the  late  importations  of 
British  goods — We  are  also  collecting  and  shall  soon 
publish,  in  regidar  order , the  various  orders  in  coun- 
cil and  French  decrees  that  affected  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States : all  which  shed l be  disposed 
of  as  fast  as  the  current  of  matter  will  admit. 

(Hf*  We  are  collecting  all  the  facts  connected  with 
the  election  qf  a I* resident  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  ensuing  four  years  ; which,  to- 
gether with  those  already  published,  we  intend  to  pre- 
serve a political  history  of  the  event. — From  the  plan 
laid  down  we  think  an  interesting  article  may  be  pro- 
duced. 

[ffThe partiendar  attention  of  the  agents  of  the  Re- 
gister, as  well  as  of  the  subscribers,  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, is  respectfully  invited  to  <2  little  article  inserted 
in  page  22 2,  of  tkk  number 
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Governor  Snyder’s  Message, 

to  the  pe yy stl Vania  legislature. 

Delivered  at  Harrisburg , December  3d,  1812. 
fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives, 

When  I had  last  the  honor  to  address  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  the  nation 
was  yet  resting*  on  the  lap  of  peace,  but  ii  was  anti- 
cipated that  the  accumulating*  wrong's  and  manifold 
injuries  inflicted  and  inflicting*  on  the  persons  and 
property  of  our  citizens,  would  compel  congress  to 
declare  war— war  has  been  declared.  The  sword  of 
the  nation,  which,  for  thirty  years  had  been  rusting 
in  its  scabbard,  has  been  drawn  to  maintain  that  in- 
dependence which  it  had  gloriously  atchieved.  In 
the  war  of  the  revolution  our  fathers  went  forth  as 
it  were  “with  a sling  and  with  a stone  and  smote” 
their  enemy.  Since  that  period  our  country  has  been 
abundantly  blessed  and  its  resources  greatly  multi- 
plied. Millions  of  her  sons  have  grown  to  manhood 
and  inheriting  the  princ  iples  of  their  fathers  are  de- 
termined to  preserve  the  precious  heritage,  which 
was  purchased  by  their  blood  and  won  by  their  va- 
lor. The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  for  many 
years,  session  after  session,  approved  of  the  measures 
of  the  general  government,  and  declared  that  they 
and  their  constituents,  would  zealously  support  all 
its  determinations  which  promised  relief  from  the 
intolerable  and  colonial  yoke  which  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  was  imposing.  These  determina- 
tions are  now  to  be  tested.  The  day  of  fruitless  ne- 
gociation  and  unavailing  resolves  has  passed  away, 
and  we  are  called  upon  to  assume  “an  armor  and  an 
attitude”  becoming  t he  day  of  battle  and  of  trial ; a 
day  in  which  I proudly  trust,  the  people  and  consti- 
tuted authorities  of  Pennsylvania  will  swiftly  run  the 
race  of  patriotic  emulation  with  their  fellow-citizens 
and  the  constituted  authorities  of  our  sister  states. 

One  of  the  first  consequences  of  the  vfrar  was  a call 
from  t!ie  government  of  the  United  States  on  the  go- 
vernment of  Pennsylvania,  for  4000  militia  to  go  into 
actual  service  as  a part  of  her  quota  for  the  general 
defence;  they  were  promptly  ordered  out,  and  the 
orders  were  obeyed  witli  an  alacrity  and  pleasure, 
which  proves  that  though  the  spirit  of  independence 
may  have  slept,  vet  its  vital  principle  is  as  vigorous 
as  ever.  The  organizing,  officering,  arming*  andpro- 
vidmg,  for  the  two  brigades  thus  called  into  actual 
service  was  effected  with  as  much  celerity  and  com- 
pleteness as  our  militia  fund  and  system  would  per-1 
unit.  ' ■ 

Some  of  the  difficulties  which  occurred  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  executive’s  duties  shall  be  stated,  that 
legis lative  wisdom  may  provide  remedies.  The  scat  - 
tered,  and  in  many  instances  unknown,  places  where 
there  are  public  arms,  and  the  wretched  rust-eaten 
condition  in  which  they  are  too  often  found,  make  it  a 
work  of  time,  labor  and  expense,  to  collect  them  to- 
gether and  have  them  put  in  such  repair  as  they 
ought  to  be,  previous  to  their  being  put  into  the 
hands  of  our  militia.  The  want  of  cartouch  boxes, 
flints  and  many  other  indispensable  military  equip- 
ments and  stores  has  been  sensibly  felt,  and  would 
have  been  still  more  sb  had  not  a large  portion  of 
Vofcjzr. 


the  patriotic  militia  that  rendezvoused  at  Meudville, 
not  only  volunteered  their  personal  services,  but  fur- 
nished their  own  arms  and  equipments.  Those  of 
the  second  detachment  ordered  to  rendezvous  at 
Pittsburg,  who  could  not  supply  themselves,  were 
furnished  out  of  a deposit  of  7-50  muskets  and  a quan- 
tity of  cartridge  boxes  made  by  my  order  in  antici- 
pation of  large  deficiencies. 

To  overcome  these  difficulties,  it  was  necessary 
that  expenses  should  be  incurred;  and  the  providing 
for  those  expenses  was  in  itself  a difficulty  not  a little 
embarrassing.  The  34th  section  of  the  militia  law 
expressly  pledges  the  militia  fund  for  the  purpose 
“of  equipping  and  furnishing  the  militia  with  arms 
and  every  other  necessary  apparatus  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  the  state,”  but  no  mode  is  provided 
by  which  the  mon<?v  is  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  trea- 
sury, except  for  the  payment  of  accounts  settled. 
Presuming*  that  where  the  law  imperatively  enjoins 
duties,  it  provides  also  for  their  execution,  the  ob- 
vious deduction  was,  that  if  the  fund  pledged  for 
special  purposes  could  not  be.  drawn  out  of  the  trea- 
sury to  meet  those  very  purposes  by  any  positive 
provision  of  the  letter  of  the  statute,  that  it  must  be 
done  and  justified  by  irres  is  table  presumptive  infe- 
rence from  its  spirit.  It  has  been  so  dravyn  and  ap- 
propriated to  the  purposes  for  which,  bv  law  it  is 
pledged.  A contrary  construction  and  conduct  would 
have  rendered  the  law  a dead  letter  and  defeated  the 
very  purpose  for  which  it  is  enacted.  The  necessi- 
ty of  providing  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  pro- 
per officers  to  make  contracts  for  arms,  ammunition, 
provision  and  camp  equipage  for  the  militia,  is  as 
obvious  as  that  money  (the  very  sinew  of  war)  must 
be  advanced  for  such  objects.  The  present  law 
makes  no  provision  for  the  appointment  of  paymas- 
ters for  detachments  ordered  out  for  the  defence  of 
the  state,  nor  docs  it  directly  provide  for  paying  the 
troops  ; nor  can  money  'be  advanced  to  brigade  in- 
spectors to  defray  expenses  incurred  by  those  ofih 
cers  in  marching  detachments  to  a rendezvous  under 
requisition  of  the  general  government.  It  does  in- 
deed provide  for  the  appointment  of  a quarter  master 
general,  an  officer  of  importance  at  all  times,  hut 
more  especially  in  time  of  war  ; to  this  office  howe- 
ver, no  salary  is  yet  attached.  In  some  instances,  re- 
giments and  companies  have  neglected  to  choose, 
officers,  in  such  case  the  law  provides  no  mode 
whereby  classes  can  be  called  into  service. 

The  public  ordnance,  a valuable  property  remain- 
ing in  Philadelphia,  is  exposed  to  great  injury  by  rea-*- 
son  of  the  dampness  ot  .lie  floor  whereon  it  stands, 
and  it  is  in  danger  also  from  fire,  because  the  build- 
ing, called  an  arsenal,  is  of  wood.,  and  is  surrounded 
with  workshops  and  stables  constructed  of  that  ma- 
terial. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be 
just  and  reasonable,  that  those  of  our  militia,  that 
are  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  who  may  be  call- 
ed into  actual  service,  should  be  furnished  with 
blankets  and  suitable  clothing  at  the  public  expense, 
or  that  some  additional  pay  be  made  in  advance  to 
enable  them  to  furnish  themselves  ; many,  very  ma- 
ny, may  be  called  to  jeopardize  their  live;;,  and  leave 
destitute  helpless  families*  who  have  no  stake  in  the 
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contest  other  than  their  personal  liberty,  whilst 
many  of  the  wealthy  and  affluent  are  exempt  from 
personal  service. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable,  fellow  citizens,  that 
means  be  taken  to  ascertain  all  the  military  proper- 
ty of  the  state— where  it  is  deposited — in  whose 
care — and  in  what  condition — that  it  be  put  and 
kept  in  good  order,  and  if  the  legislature  think  pro- 
per, he  deposited  in  central  situations  within  divi- 
sion, brigade,  or  regimental  bounds.  The  situation 
of  our  country,  independent  of  the  defects  and  diffi- 
culties experienced  will  imperiously  impress  the  le- 
gislature with  the  necessity  of  a general  and  careful 
revision  of  our  whole  militia  system,  and  induce  the 
adoption  of  such  measuures  as  will  make  our  one 
hundred  thousand  militia  respectable  and  formida- 
ble not  in  round  numbers  on  paper,  but  in  lighting 
the  battles  of  our  country. 

Besides  the  call  from  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  1 was  officially  informed  that  a general 
alarm  prevailed  in  the  town  and  vicinity  of  Eaie, 
In  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  a British  and  In- 
dian force  oil  the  lake  opposite  to  that  phee.  Incon- 
sequence of  this  information  I issued  orders  under 
date  of  the  15th  of  July  last,  that  a portion  of  the 
16th  division  of  Pennsylvania  militia,  should  be  or- 
ganized under  general  Kelso  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier.  That  country  being  in  want  of  arms  and 
munitions  of  war,  I sent  five  brass  field  pieces,  five 
hundred  and  four  muskets,  gunpowder,  flints  and 
lead,  and  ordered  the  purchase  of  more,  and  of  such 
other  articles  as  might .be  essential  to  the  service,  di- 
rec  ifigtlie  qua  i ter-master-gei  leral  TV  Harm  Smith,  who 
hits  patriotically' accepted  the  office  without  emolu- 
ment, to  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  military 
property  which  might  come  under  his  notice.  These 
measures  I am  imppy  to  add,  prevented  the  British 
or  their  savage  allies  from  polluting  our  soil  with 
hostile  feet. 

As  soon  as  report  has  been  made  by  the  adjutant- 
general  and  quarter-mastcr-general  and  oilier  requi- 
site materials  are  obtained,  a statement  of  expenses 
incurred  in  defence  of  the  state,  and  the  proceedings 
had  m compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  copies  of  those  requisitions,  will  by  special  mes- 
sage be  laud  before  you. 

Before  I quit  the  subject  of  the  militia  I would 
suggest  to  the  legislature,  whether  provision  ought 
not  to  lie  made  to  enable  the  militia  and  volunteers 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  may  be  on  the  day  of  a general 
election  in  actual  service,  to  vote,  in  camp  for  the 
respective  civil  officers  for  whom  they  would  seve- 
rally be  entitled  to  vote,  if  they  were  at  home  at  their 
usual  places  of  residence.  There  is  a hardship  if 
not  an  injustice  in  disfranchising,  for  a certain  time, 
a citizen  for  no  other  reason  than  that  he  is  in  the 
service  of  his  country.  A republican  legislature  will 
cheerfully  do  what  justice  and  patriotism  require. 

Having  submitted  the  several  considerations  which 
have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind  as  involving 
the  rights  and  interests  of  our  constituents,  1 hope 
to  he  permitted  to  express  the  satisfaction  I shall 
feel  in  coinciding  in  every  measure  of  the  legislature, 
of  Pennsylvania  tending  to  strengthen  and  make 
strong  the  arm  of  the  general  government  so  that  it 
may  fall  heavy,  even  with  tile  heaviness  of  death,  up- 
on the  enemies  of  our  country.  To  do  this  effectually, 
to  accomplish  all  the  objects  of  the  war,  hut  one 
thing  is  needful,  that  union  of  opinion,  which  would 
concentrate  all  the  energies  of  the  nation  and  direct.  . 
them,  against  the  enemy.  This  is  the  rampart  against 
which  our  enemies  might  forever  beat  in  vain.  B< 
it  then,  my  fellow  citizens,  our  endeavor  to  fester 
tail  onion  of  scittiutent,  to  cherish  American  fid-  < 


ings,  even  national  pride, and  our  rich  reward  shaft 
be  the  consciousness  of  having  promoted  the  betjt 
interests  of  our  country. 

If  the  liberal  system  of  late  years  pursued  shall 
continue  to  govern  the  destenies  of  Pennsylvania, 
she  will  not  only  mantain  her  present  elevated  sta- 
tion as  an  agricultural  state,  but  she  must  soon  t:«ke 
a prominent  rank  amongst  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial nations.  Her  geographical  position — her  lo- 
cal station  relative  to  the  other  states — iter  abundant 
product  ions  of  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  spring- 
ing fro  if*  a fertile  soil  populated  by  near  a million  of 
inhabitants,  as  remarkable  for  industry  and  enter- 
prise as  for  their  frugality  and  moral  deportment — 
all  combine  to  secure  her  future  wealth  and  great- 
ness under  a republican  government.  Recent  proofs 
of  liberality  and  sound  policy  are  found  in  the  appro- 
priation of  a portion  of  the  public  treasure  in  aid  of 
individual  wealth  and  enterprize,  towards  making 
extensive  turnpike  roads  and  the  erection  of  four 
bridges  over  the  river  Susquehanna.  All  those  pub i it 
works  tend  to  bring  nearer  and  more  intimately  con- 
nect the  more  distant,  parts  of  the  commonwealth. 
The  bridge  over  the  northeast  branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna has  been  prosecuted  with  so  much  zeal  and 
effect  as  to  ensure  its  completion  in  the  course  of 
‘ eighteen  months. 

Having  in  former  communications  expressed  my 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  internal  navigation,  I deem 
it  unnecessary  to  add  more,  than  that  I continue  to 
be  impressed  with  the  importance  of  that  kind  of 
■ public  improvement*  arid  that  it  will  give  me  parti- 
cular satisfaction  to  concur  with  the  legislature  in 
doing' something  toward  its- promotion. 

M anv  have,  been  the  essays  ofyour  predecessors  to 
carry  into  complete  effect  the  constitutional  injunc- 
tion of  providing  “by  law-  for  the  establishment  of 
schools  throughout  the  state,  in.  such  manner  that 
the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis.”  Let  not  their  fail- 
ure disco, urage  b.ut  rather  prompt  to  extraordinary 
exertion  to  surmount  the  difficulty.  On  the  want  of 
a general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  ambitious 
found  tlicir  hopes  of  success  in  overthrowing*  our  in- 
valuable political  institutions,  and  on  their  ruins  to 
erect  the  throne  of  despotism.  But  a generally  en- 
lightened and  tvell  informed  people,  once  free,  can- 
not be  enslaved ; in  proportion  therefore  as  we  value; 
liberty,  let  our  efforts  be  to  diffuse  knowledge  as  the 
most  certain  pledge  of  its  security. 

To  another  subject  not  less  important-,  to  our  real 
and  practical  independence.  I mean  home  manufac- 
tures, your  attention  w ill  naturally  be  drawn.  Far 
be  it  from  me,  to  express  sentiments  of  hostility  to 
a legitimate  commerce,  but  it  must  he  acknowledg- 
' ed,  that  the  embarrassments  under  which  the  general 
government  has  for  many  years  labored,  has  princi- 
pally, if  not  exclusively,  originated  in  circumstances 
connected  with  commercial  transactions.  Though 
in  itself  admirably  calculated  to  promote  the  inte- 
rest, comf  ort  and  improvement  of  nations, and  though 
from  it  much  might  be  derived  to  us  and  much  from 
us  to  foreign  nations,  if  not  interrupted  by  the  un- 
just monopolising  spirit  of  governments  feeling  pow- 
er, and  forgetting  right ; yet  I may  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  commercial  speculations  have  been  esti- 
mated at  too  high  a value,  and  symptoms  have  ap- 
beared  in  some,  evincive  of  a disposition  to  barter 
tiie  liberties  and  independence  of  their  country  for 
gold.  Avarice,  a passion  capable  of  destroying  eve- 
ry noble  emotion  of  the  soul,  though  it  cannot  be 
eradicated,  a wise  legislature  may  direct  its  force 
to  objects  beneficial  to  society.  And  as  foreign  com- 
merce, bv  the  existing  war,  is  in  a great  measure 
interdicted,  a favorable  opportunity  occurs  to  foster 
and  encourage  the  estaUl.sinuent  of  our  own  manu- 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER IMPORT  OF  BRITISH  COOES.  22 7 


factures,  which  while  they  enrich  the  individual, 
v.  ill  promote  the  general  interest  and  secure  the  real 
independence  of  our  country. 

A public  treasury  shewing  on  the  1st  day  of  No- 
vember last,  an  unexpended  balance  of  $193,709,72, 
after  having  paid  the  ordinary  as  well  as„extraordi- 
nary  expenses  of  the  government  since  the  1st  day 
of  Dec.  1811,  presents  the  mean  through  which  may 
be  attained  every  thing  calculated  to  promote  the  se- 
curity, happiness  and  best  interests  of  our  constitu- 
ents. That  our  funds  are  adequate  to  any  probable 
future  expenses  of  the  government,  an  exhibition  to 
the  legislature  of  the  financial  accounts,  will  shew. 
Those  items  in  the  account  growing  out  of,  or  in  any 
way  Connected  with  the  war,  will  it  is  believed,  fur- 
nish an  item  of  charge  against  the  United  States,  for 
it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed,  that  Pennsylvania,  ever 
zealous  in  support  of  the  nation’s  rights,  will  not  be 
burthened  w ith  more  of  those  expenses  than  lier  just 
proportion. 

The  laws  for  the  sale  of  unseated  lands  for  taxes, 
ought  to  be  so  amended  as  that  the  commissioners 
or  some  other  county  officer,  may  purchase  for  the 
use  of  the  proper  county,  every  such  tract  of  land 
offered  for  sale  as  shall  not  have  bidden  for  it  a sum 
equal  to  the  taxes  and  cost  due,  reserving  to  tlie 
owner  as  whose  estate  it  was  sold,  the  right  of  re- 
demption for  a given  period.  The  salutary  results 
from  the  extension  of  the  powers  of  justices  of  the 
peace,  for  the  recovery  of  debts  and  damages,  war- 
rant the  opinion  that  under  proper  regulations,  the 
powers  of  those  officers  might  be  rifely  extended. 
Horse  racing  and  its  attendant  gambling  are  growing 
evils — the  penalty  consequent  to  the  latter  vice  is  too 
trifling  to  deter : the  former  practice  in  the  opinion 
of  many  can  only  be  prevented  by  the  forfeiture  of 
the.  animal  designated  for  this  cruel  sport.  . 

A very  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the  last 
legislature  having  been  occupied  in  the- discussion 
of  applications  for  the  establishment  of  new  banks, 
as  those  applications  are  likely  to  be  renewed,  1 have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  ascertain  and  submit  to  you  a 
few  facts,  which  have  a direct  bearing  on  this  inte- 
resting subject.  Since  the  adjournment  of  the  le- 
gislature, the  incorporated  banks  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia have  subscribed  a million  of  dollars  to  the 
"United  States  loan.  The  whole  amount  of  the  sub- 
scription in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  has  been  two 
millions  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars  : an  evidence  of  no  mean 
kind  of  wealth  and  patriotism,  and  of  the  abundant 
capital  of  the  state.  Besides  the  sums  thus  loaned, 
the  incorporated  banks  have  taken  a million  of  dol- 
lars of  treasury  notes,  w*hich  give  less  than  hank  in- 
terest. The  branch  bank  in  this  borough,  has  for 
months  past  had 'a  sum  of  $100,000  unemployed. 
The  bank  commonly  called  the  6, 000, 000  bank, which 
was  last  spring  incorporated  by  the  state  of  New- 
York,  has,  I am  assured,  never  been  able  to  get  half 
its  capital  subscribed,  and  certainly  has  not  been 
able  to  go  into  operation. 

The  remedy  afforded  the  commonwealth  by  exist- 
ing laws  for  the  recovery,  from  delinquent  officers, 
of  public  monies  by  them  withheld,  and  of  recover- 
ing from  delinquent  contractors  for  making  roads 
and  for  improving  the  navigation  of  rivers,  monies 
bv  them  received  but  never  faithfully  applied,  is 
found  to  be  almost  totally  inefficient.  Few  of  the 
many  suits,  some  of  them  commenced  more  than  10 
years  since,  have  been  terminated  by  a course  of  lawr ; 
the  causes  are  too  obvious  to  need  specification.  I 
will  suggest  that  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth 
would  he  promoted  by  vesting  the  accounting  officers 
with  powers  to  compel  the  attendance  before  them  at 
the  s&at  of  government,  any  and  every  such  delin- 


quent, his  executors  or  administrators,  for  hearing, 
investignt  on  and  decision  : — their  decree  from  its 
date  to  have  the  effect  of  alien,  and  to  be  final  un- 
less appealed  from  w’ithin  a given  time,  and  carried 
before  a competent  tribunal  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. This  or  any  other  mode  which  in  a reasona- 
ble time,  and  with  moderate  expenses,  \i;ould  en- 
force the  payment  of  the  monies  thus  due  to  the 
state,  would  annually  save  the  commonwealth  very 
considerable  sums. 

The  constitutional  provision  which  directs,  that 
“right  and  justice  shall  be  administered  without 
sale,  denial  or  delay,”  it  must  be  admitted,  is  ren- 
dered by  the  accused,  in  many  eases  of  porsonal 
wrong,  inoperative.  The  offender  bound  w ith  surety 
for  his  appearance  defaults — -the  consequence  is  a 
forfeiture  of  recognizance.  If  exacted,  the  com- 
monwealth is  benefited  by  results  growing  out  of  a 
violation  of  her  laws,  but  the  party  really  injured 
retires  totally  disappointed,  and  the  judicial  officer 
and  witnesses  are  deprived  of  their  lawful  dues.— - 
Justice  and  equity  would  seem  to  require  that  pow- 
er should  be  vested  in  the  executive,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  proper  tribunal,  to  order  in  such 
cases  of  hardship,  that  a portion  or  the  whole  of  the 
money  forfeited  be  applied  in  remunerating  the  in- 
jured party,  and  for  the  payment  of  costs. 

A copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of 
March  last,  requesting  the  attorney -general  to  con- 
solidate the  penal  lawrs  into  one  act,  was  transmitted 
to  that  officer  on  the  11th  April  last — his  report, 
when  received,  w ill  be  immediately  laid  before  you. 
Other  duties  incumbent  on  the  executive,  I trust, 
have  been  punctually  performed. 

Although  “ it  has  pleased  the  ruler  of  the  uni- 
verse in  the  course  of  his  wise  providence  to  vigit  us 
with  the  calamities  of  war,”  it  becomes  us,  with 
sentiments  of  unfeigned  gratitude  to  acknowledge 
his  goodness,  for  he  has  mingled  with  his  chastise- 
ments very  many  blessings.  Our  cities,  farms,  vil- 
lages and  country,  have  been  blessed  with  general 
health  ; the  labor  of  the  husbandman  has  been  crown- 
ed with  abundance  ; the  success  of  our  merchants 
has  exceeded  our  reasonable  expectations ; may 
these  dispensations  lead  us  to  a reformation  of  our 
morals  as  a nation,  and  as  individuals. 

In  the  performance  of  every  duty  resulting  from 
the  constitution  and  the  law  s,  I promise  a failhful 
co-operation.  SIMON  SNYDER. 

Harrisburg,  3d  December,  1812. 


Import  of  British  Goods. 

Documents  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
tvui/s  and  means  on  the  subject  of  late  importations 
of  British  manufactures. 

Treasury  Department.  Nov.  18, 1812. 

Sir — I have  the  honor,  in  Compliance  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  submit 
the  following  statement  of  facts  so  far  as  they  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  in  relation  to  the  late  impor- 
tations of  Briiish  manufactures. 

By  the  act  of  the  2nd  Mai'ch,  181.1,  it  was  enacted 
that  certain  provisions  of  the  act  “ to  in  terdict  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  purposes,”  should  (until  the  pre- 
sident’s proclamation  authorised,  by  the  act,  should 
have  been  issued)  h .ve  full  force  and  ba  immedi- 
ately carried  into  effect  against  Great  Britain,  her 
colonies  a:.d  dependency??}.  The  provisions  thus  re- 
enacted forbade,  underpin  ally  of  forfeiting  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  to  import  into  the  United  States,  or  to 
put  ou.  board  any  vessel  in  a foreign  port  with  igtJfht 
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thus  to  import  any  merchandize  of  British  growth  or 
manufacture  from  whatever  port  imported,  and  any 
merchandize  whatever  from  a British  port. 

It  was  further  enacted  by  the  same  act  (of  March 
1811)  that  incase  Great  Britain  sIiqu Id  so  re- 
voke or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  should  cease 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
the  president  of  the  United  States  should  declare  the 
fact  by  proclamation,  that  such  proclamation  should 
be  admitted  as  evidence,  and  that  no  other  evidence 
should  be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or  modifica- 
tion in  any  suit  or  prosecution  for  the  recovery  of 
fhe  forfeitures  abovementioned ; and  that  the  restric- 
tions above  stated  should,  from  the  date  of  such  pro- 
clamation, cease  and  be  discontinued. 

By  the  act  of  congress  of  the  18th  June,  1812,  war 
Was  declared  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

On  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  an  order  of  coun- 
cil was  issued  by  the  British  government,  purport- 
ing to  be  a revocation  of  the  edicts  of  that  govern- 
ment which  violated  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  subject,  however,  to  certain  condi- 
tions specified  in  the  said  order. 

Immediately  after'  the  promulgation  of  that  order, 
British  merchandize  was  laden  on  board  the  Ameri- 
can vessels  then  in  the  harbors  of  Great  Britain, 
with  intent  to  import  the  same  into  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  stated,  and  it  is  believed,  that 
by  far  the  greater  part  of  those  shipments  were  made 
in  conformity  with  previous  orders  from  merchants 
in  America  to  their  coiTespondents  in  England,  by 
which  these  had  been  instructed  to  make  such 
shipments  whenever  a revocation  of  the  former  Bri- 
tish orders  in  council  should  take  place;  it  having 
been  presumed  by  the  American  merchants,  that 
such  a revocation  would,  by  virtue  of  the  above 
mentioned  act  of  congress  of  2nd  March,  1811,  pro- 
duce a discontinuance  of  the  prohibitions  to  import 
British  merchandize  into  the  United  States. 

On  the  30th  day  of  July  following,  the  account  of 
the  declaration  of  war  having  reached  England,  a 
temporary  embargo  was  laid  on  American  vessels; 
but  on  the  ensuing  day,  they  were  by  order  of  coun- 
cil permitted  to  continue  to  take  cargoes  of  British 
merchandize  and  to  proceed  to  the  United  States, 
being  for  that  purpose  provided  with  licences  pro- 
tecting them,  notwithstanding  the  existing1  hostili- 
ties, against  capture  by  British  cruizers.  It  has 
been  stated  that  the  time  for  obtaining  such  licences 
was,  with  respect  to  American  vessels  then  in  Eng- 
land, limited  to  the  15th  of  September  last,  and  if 
that  l>e  Correct,  all  the  vessels  of  that  description, 
(with  the  exception  of  some  which  having  been  cap- 
tured by  American  cruizers,  re-taken  by  the  British 
and  sent  into  Halifax,  have  not  yet  been  released, 
and  perhaps  of  some  which  may  have  had  very  long 
^oj'agcs)  may  be  presumed  to  have  arrived  in  the 
United  States. 

It  appearing,  that  however  reasonable  the  expec- 
tation of  the  discontinuance  of  the  non-importation 
act  might  have  been,  yet  not  only  the  act  had  made 
tlie  president’s  proclamation  the  only  evidence  of  the 
■fact,  but  that  the  restrictions  xvere  to  cease,  not  from 
the  date  of  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council, 
but  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  ; that  the  act  to 
put  mere  hand,  ze  onboard  a vessel  with  intent  to  im- 
port was  forbidden  by  those  restrictions,  and  that 
(all  the  merchandize  having  been  thus  laden,  either 
prematurely  and  before  a proclamation  could  in  point 
of  time  be  issued  by  the  president,  or  after  the  know- 
ledge of  war)  all  the  shipments  were,  therefore,  made 
in  direct  contravention  of  an  existing  provision  ; the 
Collectors  were  instructed  to  seize  and  libel  all  such 
vesiTCbj  and-  cargoes  without  discrimination,  ^ ex- 


ception was  made  with  respect  to  vessels  captured 
and  sent  in  by  American  privateers,  because,  if  Ame- 
rican property,  their  right  to  make  prizes  was  by 
law  confined  to  enemy’s  property,  and  whether  Ame- 
rican or  enemy’s,  the  forfeiture  to  the  United  States 
had  been  incurred  from  the  date  of  tire  shipment, 
and  could  not  be  superceded  by  a subsequent  cap- 
ture. Instructions  to  prevent  any  interference  in  that 
respect  by  either  public  or  private  armed  vessels 
were  also  issued  by  the  president ; such  interference 
being  considered  wholly  unnecessary,  since  the  ves- 
sels from  England  were  of.  their  own  accord  coining 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  in  some  cases  that  the  owners  of  priva- 
teers that  have  made  captures  of  that  description  in- 
tend to  contest  the  prior  claim  to  forfeiture  of  the 
United  States,  and  that,  in  those  cases,  the  ques- 
tions must  be  decided  by  the  courts. 

Previous  to  the  time  when  those  importations  took 
place,  it  being  understood  that  the  judges  of  some 
of  the  district  courts  had  restored  to  the  claimants 
prohibited  merchandize  tinder  seizure,  on  their  giv- 
ing bond  for  the  appraised  vAlue  thereof,  the  district 
attornies  w'ere  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1812,  instruct- 
ed by  the  comptroller  to  oppose  every  motion  to 
that  effect  for  the  reasons  stated  in  his  letter.  It  ap- 
pearing afterwards  that  the  judges  of  some  of  the 
most  commercial  districts,  had,  notwithstanding 
that  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  con- 
tinued to  order  the  restoration  of  British  merchan- 
dize ; no  appeal  being  practicable,  since  the  orders 
were  immediately  executed,  and  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  those  districts  where  the  restoration  was 
refused  being  deeply  affected  by  the  want  of  unifor- 
mity in  the  decisions,  the  comptroller  did,  on  the 
5th  day  of  October  last,  authorise  the  district  attor- 
nies to  withdraw  their  opposition  in  all  cases  of  bona 
fide  American  property.  Copies  of  his  two  circulars 
on  that  subject  are  enclosed.  A 11  the  prohibited  mer- 
chandize restored  to  the  claimants,  has  been  so  re- 
stored by  order  of  the  court  without  any  interference, 
other  than  forced  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  officers  of  government.  With  respect  to 
the  mode  of  appraisement,  it  appears  that  the  inert 
chandize  has  generally  been  valued  at  its  prime  cost, 
adding  thereto  only  the  amount  of  duties,  for  which 
separate  bonds  have  in  most  cases  been  taken.  To 
this  there  are  some  exceptions,  the  valuation  being, 
in  Rhode  Island  below,  and  in  Connecticut  probably 
above  the  prime  cost  of  the  goods. 

From  returns  transmitted  by  the  collectors,  some 
of  which  are  in  part  on  estimate,  it  appears  that  the 
prime  cost  of  all  the  British  merchandize  imported, 
as  above  stated,  subsequent  to  the  alledged  revoca- 
tion of  the  British  orders  in  council,  amounts  to 
■about  four  millions  sterling,  and  that  the  bonds  giv- 
en for  the  value  will  fall  short  of  eighteen  millions 
of  dollars,  exclusively  of  the  bonds  given  for  duties, 
and  which  may  be  estimated  at  five  millions  »f  dol- 
lars This  embraces  all  the  importations  already 
made  and  will  not  be  materially  increased  by  vessels 
still  on  their  way,  unless  it  be  true,  as  has  been  as- 
serted, that  American  vessels  which  had  sailed  to 
the  Baltic  under,  certain  British  licences,  will,  on 
tlieir  amval  in  England,  be  provided  with  new  licen- 
ces for  their  return  to  the  United  States  with  cargoes 
of  British  merchandize.  Such  importations  would 
form  a class  distinct  from  those  now  under  considera- 
tion. ; 

Of  the  importations  heretofore  made,  about  three- 
eighths  in  value  were  in  vessels  which  sailed  from 
England  between  the  23d  of  June  and  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust last,  and  the  residue  in  vessels  which  sailed 
subsequent  to  the  month  of  July.  The  whole  may  be 
arranged  unde*  fixe  following  heads,  viz. 
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L Merchandize  purchased  prior  to  the  non-impor- 
t^ion  actof  the  2d  of  March,  1811,  and  which  had 
remained  warehoused  in  England  at  the  risk  of  the 
A me  *ican  owners. 

2.  Merchandize  pmchased  subsequent  to  the  act 
of  the  2d  of  March,  181 1,  and  prior  to  the  23d  of  June, 
1812,  and  which  since  its  purchase  had  remained  in 
the  : same  manner  in  England. 

3.  Merchandize  shipped  on  American  account  and 
risk,  in  pursuance  of  orders  given  prior  to  the  23d 
of  June,  1812,  but  not  paid  for  till  afier  the  execu- 
tion of  such  orders,  and  on  different  terms  of  credit. 

4.  Merchandize  shipped  in  pursuance  of  similar 
ft  ders,  but  consigned  in  the  first  instance  to  the  or- 
der of  the  American  correspondents  of  the  British 
merchants,  to  be  delivered  according  to  contingent 
instructions  to  the  real  purchaser  ; which  merchan- 
dize becomes  American  property,  when  thus  del 
vered,  but  remains  till  then  on  British  account  and 
risk. 

5.  Merchandize  shipped  entirely  on  British  ac- 
qpunt. 

There  arc  no  data  from  which,  without  further 
investigation,  the  amount  of  each  class  can  be  esti- 
mated. 

The  advance  on  the  prime  cost  at  which  the  mer- 
chandise thus  imported  has  been  or  can  be  sold  is  not 
precisely  known,  arid  will  undoubtedly  vary  accord- 
ing to  f he  species  of  the  goods.  It  has  been  asserted 
that  in  some  sales  the  advance  was  sufficient  to  cover 
not  ordv  he  prime  cost.,  charges  and  duties,  but  even 
the  whole  of  the  amount  of  the  bonds.  That  this 
may  have  actually  taken  place  in  some  particular  in- 
stances may  be  true  ; and  it  is  probable  that  the  im- 
porters would,  so  far  as  they  could,  cover  in  their 
«ales,  the  estimated  risk  of  being  obliged  to  pay 
those  bonds.  But  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the 
«ur  ent  price  of  goods  and  from  sales  said  to  have 
-taken  place,  the  supposition  that  they  have  been  or 
«an  be  generally  made  so  as  to  cover  the  whole  amount 
of  the  bonds,  is  believed  to  be  greatly  exaggerated. 

It  is,  however,  an  indisputable  fact  that  the  impor- 
tation falls  generally  far  short  of  the  ordinary  former 
annual  importations  from  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
actual  demand  for  most  species  of  the  merchandize 
imported ; and  that  the  goods  are  accordingly  gene- 
rally sold  at  an  advance  greater  than  the  usual  profits 
of  importers.  The  difference  constitutes  an  extra- 
ordinary profit,  and  is  a tax  levied  on  the  communi- 
ty by  the  persons  who  have  imported  the  merchan- 
dize contrary  to  law  ; which  extra  profit  or  tax  is 
solely  due  to  the  non-importation  act  continuing  in 
ibree  with  respect  to  all  other  persons  and  impor- 
tations. 

Of  the  forfeitures  accrued,  one  half  is  by  law 
jested  in  the  custom-house  officers  or  informers,  and 
the  other  half  in  the  United  States.  The  power  to 
remit  the  share  of  the  United  States  and  of  all  other 
persons,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable  and  just, 
is  by  law  vested  in  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. — 
But  considering  the  magnitude  andunforeseen  nature 
of  the  case,  it  was  thought  proper  not  to  exercise 
that  authority  until  congress  had  taken  the  subject 
into  consideration,  and  prescribed  if  they  thought 
proper,  the  course  to  be  pursued.  All  the  petitions 
already  received  remain  therefore  suspended,  and  in 
order  to  avoid  useless  expenccs  the  parties  have 
been  generally  advised  to  del  a}'  making  their  appli- 
cations in  the  manner  directed  by  law,  until  the  de- 
cision of  congress  should  be  ascertained. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  vour 
obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Langdon  Cuevbs,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  -ways  and  meapv. 


[Here  follows  the  letter  from*  the  comptroller  of 
the  treasury,  alluded  to  in  the  preceding,  and  suffi- 
ciently to  be  understood  from  it  for  general  pur- 
poses.] 

Treasury  Department,  Nov. 2od,  1B12- 

Str — I had  already  transmitted  an  answer  to  your 
letter  oftlic  18th  instant,  when  I bad  the  honor  to 
receive  that  of  the  20th,  requesting,  in  addition  to 
the  statement  of  facts,  such  further  and  her  views 
of  the  subject  of  the  late  importations  < i British  ma- 
nufacture's as  I might  think  proper,  and  particularly 
whether,  in  my  opinion,  their  importation  has  net 
been  actually  and  materially  advantageous  to  the  go- 
vernment. 

Having,  in  the  answer  already  transmitted,  stated 
all  the  important  facts  within  my  knowledge,  I caii- 
| not  present  the  subject  in  any  new  or  other  view 
than  that  exhibited  by. those  facts.  ^ 

I The.  payment  of  five  millions  of  dollars  for  dutie's 
on  those  importations  had  been  stated,  and  is  ad  van 
tageous  to  government.  Indirect  aid  may  also  perhaps 
be  derived  from  the  increase  of  supplies  and  from  die 
return  of  American  capital  produced  by  that  event. 
But  these  advantages  whatever  they  may  be,  have 
been  forced  upon  government,  and  cannot  be  urged 
as  a service  rendered  by  the  importers.  Had  those 
advantages  been  supposed  sufficient  to  outweigh 
other  political  considerations, the  importations  might 
have  been,  and  still  be,  permitted  and  regulated  by 
law.  In  the  case  of  the  Calcutta  vessels,  whose  car* 
goes  (for  the  landing  of  which  in  the  United  States, 
bond  hi  d been  given  in  India)  have  by  the  actof  5th 
July  last,  been  permitted  to  entry  ; this  was  done  QB 
the  express  condition  of  the  merchandise  being 
warehoused  and  remaining  subject  to  the  future  dis- 
position of  government : thus  reserving  the  power 
to  fix  the  terms  on  which  those  cargoes  should  be 
restored  to  the  owners  and  their  sale  be  permitted. 
In  the  case  now  under  consideration,  the  persons  who 
have  imported  contrary  to  law,  do  not  seem  entitled 
to  more  advantages  than  would  probably  have  been 

imposed,  had  a previous  permission  been  grunted. 

Upon  the  whole,  I continue  in  the  opinion,  sub- 
mitted writh  great  deference  to  the  committee,  that 
the  one  half  of  the  forfeitures  which  would  other- 
wise fall  to  the  share  of  the  collectors  ought  to  be 
remitted;  but  that,  with  respect  to  the  one  half  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  justice  to  the  commu- 
nity requires  that,  when  remitted,  at  least  an  equi- 
valent may  be  secured  to  the  public  for  the  extra 
profit,  beyond  that  on  common  importations,  which 
arises  from  the  continuance  of  the  non-importation 
act.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  Lang  don  Cheves,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

[Here  follows  the  examinations  of  several  com-, 
mittees  of  the  merchants  from  Boston,  New- York, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  maintaining,  generally, 
the  fairness  of  their  purchases.] 

Mr.  Pusssll  stated  that  after  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  in  council,  many  of  the  American  merchants 
did  apply  to  him  to  obtain  his  opinion,  whether  they 
could  ship  British  manufactures  to  the  United  States 
with  safety,  or  not  ? That  before  the  revocation  of 
the  orders,  upon  considering  the  whole  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  examining  the  words  of  the  law 
and  perceiving  that  its  operation  depended  solely* 
on  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council ; consider- 
ing the  evident  bearing  of  the  examinations  in  par- 
liament and  the  ground  on  which  the  opposition  con- 
tended for  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  which  was 
not  so  much  an  act  of  justice  to  the  United  States,  a^> 
'the  advantage  that  was  promised  to  their  own  mtmu- 


230 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER TREASURY  REPORT 


facturers,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  countenance  the 
idea  that  shipments  made  after  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  would  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  ; 
that  this  ground  was  taken  by  the  advocates  for  arc- 
vocation  of  the  orders,  who  declared  that  they  would 
advise  their  friends  to  ship  as  they  believed  ship- 
ments, in  the  event  of  a revocation,  might  be  made 
with  safety,  and  that  he  thought  good  policy  requir- 
ed hiip  to  countenance  the  idea,  in  order  to  co-ope- 
rate as  far  as.  possible  with  the  advocates  of  therevo- 
cat  ion  of  the  orders. 

That  after  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  he  conti- 
nued to  declare,  and  did  declare  to  the  merchants 
who  applied  to  him,  as  his  opinion,  that  they  might 
make  shipments  with  safety.  This  opinion  applied 
only  to  the  cases  where  shipments  were  made  before 
war  ; after  a knowledge  of  the  war  had  reached  Eng- 
land, he  declared  distinctly  to  the  merchants,  that 
tjhe  ground  of  a probable  annulment  of  the  nonim- 
portation act  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
bad  ceased. 

Mr.  Russell  stated,  however,  that  after  the  know 
ledge  of  the  declaration  of  w ar  had  reached  Eng 
land,  he  did  still  advise  the  American  merchants  to 
ship  : because,  if  the  property  remained  in  England 
during  the  war,  it  would  be  ruinous  to  the  holders. 
Many  persons,  after  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  and 
before  the  news  of  the  war  arrived,  had  made  pur- 
chases. He  would  not  be  understood  to  say,  that 
he  advised  the  merchants  that  in  case  the  law  should 
rot  be  repealed,  they  would  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  a monopoly  and  the  consequent 
extraordinary  profits,  but  merely  that  the  property 
would  not  be  confiscated;  this,  however,  he  said 
was  not  at  all  a subject  of  conversation.  His  opinion 
that  the  shipments  might  be  made  with  safety,  was 
founded  as  well  on  a presumption  that  the  law  would 
be  annulled,  as  that  the  shippers  would  in  any  event, 
be  placed  as  nearly  as  possible  on  the  footing  on 
which  they  would  have  stood,  had  the  law  been  an 
nulled.  That  if  they  should  not  be  annulled,  the 
special  circumstances  under  which  the  shipments 
were  mads  would  entitle  them  to  an  exemption  from 
all  penalties. 

He  believed  that  before  the  revocation  qf  the  or- 
ders and  after  the  interdiction,  purchases  were  made 
under  an  expectation  of  a revocation,  and  these  were 
made  at  reduced  prices.  The  depression  was  not 
very  material : after  t he  revocation,  there  was  a rise, 
but  they  remained  throughout  lower  than  in  the 
common  times  when  the  trade  was  assuredly  free. 
He  did  not,  however,  pretend  to  be  very  conversant 
in  these  matters. 

Some  of  the  goods  were  purchased  before  the  2d 
February,  1811,  but  he  would  suppose  they  formed  a 
very  small  portion  of  'the  importations  ; in  the  peri 
od  intervening  between  that  date  and  the  revocation 
of  the  orders,  there  had  been  more  considerable  in- 
vestments, but  lie  believed  the  greatest  portion  was 
purchased  after  the  revocation.  There  was  then 
it  activity  in  investments,  but  he  .thinks  it  pro- 
i file  they  were  purchased  with  funds  which  had 
been  remaining  there  for  the  purpose,  and  which 
were  appropriated  agreeably  to  orders  which  had 
been  piv.viously  given  to  he  executed  in  the  event  of 
the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council. 

The  know  ledge  of  the  declaration  of  war  reached 
England  'about  the  25th  or  26fh  of  July.  Official 
•information  was  not  so  soon  received,  and  therefore 
the  embargo  which  was  laid  by  the.  British  govern- 
ment was  not  imposed  till  the  30th  July.  The  order 
subsequently  issued  permitting  the , departure  of  li- 
censed vessels,  but  limiting  their  departure  to  the 
loth  of  , was  extended  jn  some  special 

cases,  but  not  generally. 


Treasury  Report 

LAID  BEFORE  CONGRESS  DECEMBER  5. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  “ Act  supr 
plementary  to  the  act  entitled  “ An  Act  to  establish 
the  treasury  department,”  the  secretary  of  the  tre  a- 
sury  respectfully  submits  the  following  report  and 
estimates. 

1.  TO  THE  END  Or  TUB  YBAtt  1812- 
The  actual  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30 th  of  September , 1812,  have  con 
sisted  of  the  folio-wing  sums,  viz. 

Customs,  sales  of  lands,  arrears,  re- 
payments and  all  other  brandies 
of  revenue,  amounting  together, 
as  will  appear  more  in  detail  by 
the  statement  (E)  to  $10,934,946  90 

On  account  of  the  loan  of  eleven 
millions  of  dollars  authorised  by 
the  act  of  March  14th,  1812, 


Total  amount  of  receipts 
Making,  together  with  the  balance 
in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1811,  and  amounting  to 

An  aggregate  of 


5,847,212  50 
16,782,159  40 


3,947,818  36 
$20,729,977  76 


The  disbursements  (hiring  the  same  year  have  been  as 
follozoeth , viz. 

Civil  department,  including  miscel- 
laneous expences,  and  those  in- 
cident to  the  intercouse  with  fo- 
reign nations  1,823,069  35 

Army,  militia,  volun- 
teers, fortifications, 
arms  and  arsenals  7,770,300 

Navy  department  3,107,501  54 

Indian  department  230,975 


Interest  on  the  public 

debt  2,498,013  19 

On  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  do.  2,938,465  99 


■11,108,776  54 


Amounting  together,  as  will  appear 
in  detail  by  the  statement  [F]  to 
And  leaving  in  the  treasury,  on  the 
30 ill  Sept.  1812,  a balance  of 


5,436,479  18 

18,368,325  07 
2,361,652  69 
$20,729,977  76 


The  statement  [E]  exhibits  in  detail  the  payments 
made  by  the  treasury  department  for  the  several 
branches  of  the  military  and  naval  expenditure  dur- 
ing the  same  year  (from  1st  October,  1811,  to  30th 
Sept.  1812)  and  also  during  the  two  last  months 
(October  and  November,  1812.) 

The  receipts  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  1812, 
on  account  of  both  revenue  and  loans,  are  estimated 
at  9,000,000  dollars  ; and  the  expenditures  (includ- 
ing about  1,500,000  dollars  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  public  debt,  and  1,000,000  for  the  mili- 
tia) at  nearly  the  same  sum. 

The  sums  obtained  or  secured  on  loan  during  this 
year,  amount,  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained  at  the 
tresury  to  [a]  13,100,200 


[a]  The.,  amount  -was  stated  in  the  president's  message 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  at  eleven  mil  Motts  of 
dollars.  The  other  two  'millions  have  been  contracted 
for  subsequent  to  its  date. 
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t>f  which  tli ere  was  re- 
ceived prior  to  1st 
Oct.  1812,  as  above 
suited  * 5,847,212  50 

Received  or  to  be  re- 
ceived prior  to  1st 

Jan.  1813,  6,202,987  50 

To  be  received  in  Jan. 

and  Feb.  1813,  1,250,000 


-13,100,200 


1.  Expenses  of  a civil  nature,  both  ft>- 

I reign  and  domestic  .... 
2-  Public  debt,  viz. 

{ Interest  including-  that  on  new  loan9 
of  the  years  1812  and  1813 
Reimbursement  of  6 per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred stocks,  and  of  temporary  le  ans 
and  treasury  notes,  falling-  due  in 
1813,  and  estimated  amount  of  pur- 
chases of  stock  .... 


It  will  also  appear  by  the  statement  [F]  that  this 
sum  was  obtained  on  the  following-  terms,  viz. 

For  six  per  cent,  stock,  irredeema- 
ble till  1st  January,  1825,  and 
afterwards  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  United  States  7,415,200 


# 1 ,500,0^0 
3,300, <746 

5,700,000 
$8,500,000 

3.  •Militai'y  establishment  .- 
The  estimates  of  the  secretary  of  war  are  with 
respect  to  the  army,  predicated  on  the  employment 
of  the  whole  force  authorised  by  law,  and  amounting 
to  36,700  men  of  every  decription.  Adding;  to  thm 


On  temporary  loans  at  the  ra«  of  six  percent,  a fe  service  of  volunteer,  and 

ur,  and  reimbursable  as  io-lloweth,  viz.  .....  f , A 

’ . ’ rriilititi  anrl  «!sr»  1 hf*  i f.'“ 


ye 
In  1813 
1814 
1817 


1,350,000 

750,000 

50,000 


For  treasury  notes  bearing-  an  annual 
interest  of  5 2-5  per  cent,  and  re- 
imbursable one  vear  after  date 


2,150,000 


3,535,000 


#13,100,200 

From  the  present  demand,  it  appears  probable 
that  the  residue  of  the  treasury  notes  authorised  by 
the  act  of  the  30th  June  last,  and  amounting  to 
$1,465,000,  will  be  disposed  of  prior  to  the  1st  of 
March  next. 

It  may  be  proper  also  to  state  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  addition  thus  made  to  the  public  debt,  and 
although  a considerable  portion  has  been  remitted 
from  England  and  brought  to  market  in  America,  the 
public  stocks,  which  had  at  first  experienced  a slight 
depcc  :sion,  have  been  for  the  last  three  months,  and 
continue  to  be,  at  par, 

YEAR  1813. 

The  nett  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchan- 
dize and  tonnage,  whieh  accrued  during  the  year 
1810,  amounted  to  $2,513,490. 

The  nett  revenue  arising  from  the  same  sources 
which  accrued  during  the  year  1811,  amounted,  as 
will  appear  by  the  statements  (A.  &.  11.)  to  7,902,560 
dollars. 

The  same  revenue  for  the  vear  1812,  is  estimated 


militia,  and  also  the  increase  of  pay  of  the  army, 
the  appropriation  for  ai  ming  the  militia,  and  400,000 
dollars  of  the  unexpended  balance  for  fortifications, 
the  whole  contemplated  expense  may  be  estimated 
as  follow  : 


ing,  and  hospitals, 

#9,350,000 

Ordnance  and  armories, 

1,850,000 

Quarter-master’s  department  & 

contingencies 

2,500,000 

Fortifications 

900,000 

Arming  the  militia, 

200,000 

Volunteers  and  militia  in  actual 

service 

2,000,000 

Indian  department 

200,000 

#17,000,000 

4.  Naval  establishment  .- 
The  estimates  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  are  pre- 
dicated on  the  employment  of  the  following  force, 


Commissioned  and  warrant  officers. 
Petty  officers,  seamen  and  boys,  viz. 

For  9 frigates, and  9 smaller  vessels 
For  200  gun-boats  and  other  vessels 
Marines  including  officers. 


871 

3,620 

7,000 

1,859 

13,360 


Total, 

And  the  expence  is  estimated  as  followetli,  viz  : 
Pay,  provisions  and  medicine  3,290,000 
Ordnance  100,000 


at  312.500,000,  of  which  sum  about  $5,500,000  arise  Repairs,  contingencies,  and  na- 


vy yards,  adding  the  annual 
appropriation  of  200,000  dol- 
lars for  timber  1, 


from  duties  on  the  last  importations  from  Great 
Britain. 

The  custom  house  bonds  out-standing  on  the  1st 
day  of  Jan.  1818,  and  falling  due  in  that  year,  are  (Marine  corps 
est  mated,  after  deducting  bad  debts,  at  11,250,000 
dollars  : and  it  is  believed  that  the  probable  amount 

of  receipts  from  that  source  into  the  treasury  during ' Amounting  altogether  to 


125.000 

410.000 


-4,925,00.0 


#19,925,000 


the  year  1813,  may  be  safely  estimated  at  11,500,000;  The  receipts  on  account  of  the  revenue 

dollars.  j having  been  estimated  at  12,000,000 

T!te  sales  of  public  lands  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  

during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  181 1,  • Leaves  a balance  to  be  provided  for  by 
and  after  deducting  the  lands  which  have  reverted  j loans' of  $20,925,000 

to  the  U.  States,  have  amounted,  as  appears  by  the)  of  this  sum  more  than  one  million  is  already  con- 
statement  (C.)  to  390,000  acres  ; and  the  payments  tracted  for,  and  there  remains  on  hand  a balance  of 
b/  the  purchasers  to  $790,000:  The  Indian  wars  iakout  a million  and  a half  in  treasury  notes  not  yet 
mav  affect  the  sales,  and  perhaps  to  a certain  extent, : deposed  of.  An  authority  to  issue  new  notes  ’for 
the  amount  of  payments.  It  is,  lfowever,  believed,  j aboilt  two  millions  and  a half  more,  being  the  amount, 
that  that  branch  of  revenue  may  together  with  some  reimbursable  in  1813,  will  still  keep  the  whole 
other  small  items  be  estimated  for  the  ensuing  year|aTnount  jssued  at  five  millions, and  reduce  the  amount 
at  #500,000  ; making  the  wiiole  amount  of  probable  J 0f  the  loan  to  about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars . 
receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  year  1813,  exclu-l  ln  or(iev  to  facilitate  the  loan,  and  perhaps  to  iro- 
sivelv  of  loans,  ....  $ 12,000,000 j prove  it  s terms,  it  may  however  be  eligible  to  leave 

The  expenditures  of  that  year  are  estimated  as  fol-isome  discretion  in  the  executive  as  to  the  respective 
Wwethj  viz.  * | am  punts  of  stoeit  and  notes  to  be  issued ; which  may 
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be  advantageously  varied  according  to  circumstan- 
ces, without  increasing  the  aggregate  of  both. 

The  preceeding  estimates  do  not  embrace  the  ex- 
pence incident  to  the  preposed  increase  of  the  navy, 
nor  any  other  expenditure  not  yet  authorised  by  law. 
In  order  to  meet  any  new  expences  which  may  thus 
he  authorised  by  congress,  it  will  therefore  be  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  loan  to  a corresponding  amount. 
„ The  sums  received  or  to  be  received  on 
loan  during  the  calendar  year  1812  have 
been  stated  at  * $12,950,200 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  debt  during  the  same  year, 
though  not  yet  precisely  ascertained, may 
be  estimated  (so  far  as  ascertained  on  the 
1st  of  December,  at  the  treasury)  at  2,550,200 


Making  the  actual  increase  of  debt 
during  that  year  $ 10,600,000 

It  appears,  according  to  the  preceding  estimate, 
the  the  whole  sum  to  he  borrowed  during  the  year 
1813,  will  amount  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars ; and  that  the  payments  on  cco  . ntof  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  public  debt  will  exceed  five  millions  ; — 
making  the  actual  increase  of  debt  during  that  year 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 

Of  the  revenue  which  will  accrue  during  the  year 
1813,  and  on  which  the  receipts  of  the  year  1814  will 
principally  depend,  it  is  not  practicable  at  this  mo- 
ment to  form  a correct  estimate.  So  far  as  may  be 
inferred  from  the  experience  of  the  short  period 
which  has  el:  ps.d  Since  the  declaration  of  war,  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  revenue  derived  from  customs 
wilt  exceed  the  amount  of  $5,5 00,000,  at  which  it 
had  been  estimated  in  a former  communication.  The 
duties  accrued,  or  which  will  accrue,  during  the  last 
six  months  of  this  year,  after  deducting  drawbacks 
an  i exp  . r'.ces  of  collection, are  estimated  at  less  than 
nine  millions  of  dollars,  which,  deducting  about  five 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  account 
of  duties  on  the  late  importations  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  one  million  of  dollars  for  the  duties  on 
importations  from  Calcutta  and  China,  would  not 
leave  more  than  $2,530,000  for  the  ordinary  revenue 
o n those  branches  of  commerce  which  are  permitted 
by  law,  and  from  which  the  United  States  will  not 
be  nearly  excluded  by  the  law. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
Treast/ry.  Department,  Dec.  1,  1812. 


ponents  of  the  war.  Vermont , we  think,  is  certain- 
in  N.  York  a greater  number  of  “republicans”  will 
be  chosen  than  are  put  down  ; but,  perhaps,  not 
more  than  13  of  her  members  will  give  a decided 
support  to  the  war.  In  Neio-Jerseu,  as  districted 
by  the  “federalists,”  each  party  counts  upon  ob- 
taining 4 of  the  6 members  the  state  is  entitled  to  : 
we  therefore  neutralize  it.  Virginia  will,  at  least* 
maintain  her  ground ; it  is  more  than  probablfe 
she  will  have  bu»  5 anti-war  members — we  have 
said  6.  In  North-Carolina  there  will  assuredly  he 
8 supporters  of  the  war — very  possibly  10.  A1J. 
the  rest  of  the  states  are  undoubted  results. 
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13th  j] 
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5 

0 

S 

21 

6 
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By  a general  tickets 

Massachusetts, 

17 

9 

8 

6 

8j 

3C 

1 

19] 

By  districts. 

Coimeeticut, 

7 

0 

7 

0 

■71 

7 

C 

7 

General  ticket. 

Rhode  Island, 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

Ditto. 

Vermont, 

4 

3 

1 

3 

ll 

*0 

6 

(t 

Ditto- 

New-York, 

17 

12 

5 

3 

11' 

*27 

13 

14 

By  districts. 

New -Jersey, 

6 

6 

0 

2 

41 

*6 

3 

3 

Ditto. 

Pennsylvania, 

18 

17 

1 

16 

2!; 

■ 23 

22 

1 

Ditto. 

Delaware, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

H 

2 

0 

2 

General  ticket. 

Maryland, 

9 

6 

6 

3|' 

9 

6 

3 

By  districts. 

Virginia, 

22 

16 

6 

13 

1 5;; 

*23 

17 

6 

Ditto. 

North  Carolina, 

12 

10 

2 

6 

3 

*13 

8 

5 

Ditto. 

South  Carolina, 

8 

8 

0 

8 

0 

9 

9! 

0 

Ditto. 

Georgia, 

4 

4 

0 

3 

0 

6 

6 

0 

General  ticket. 

Kentuclt)’, 

6 

6 

0 

5 

0 

10 

10 

0 

By  districts. 

Ohio, 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

6 

6 

0 

General  ticket. 

Tennessee 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

6 

6 

0 

By  districts. 

Louisiana, 

Q 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

General  ticket. 

142 

106 

36 

79 

49 

182 

114 

68 

Interesting  Political  Table. 

To  shew  the  general  spirit  that  prevails  amongst 
the  people,  of  the  United  States  on  a question  of  the 
first  importance,  vizXhe  proseevtion  of  the  war  against 
Great  Britain , we  have  formed  the  following  table, 
giving  at  one  view  many  interesting  facts."  In  tin- 
first  department,  we  have  the  state  of  parties  in  the 
.Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  al 
the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war — in  the  second, 
the  vpte  on  declaring  that  war  existed  between  the 
U.  States  and  Great  Britain.— in  the  third,  we  give 
the  result  of  the  late  elections  in  the  several  states 
go  far  as  they  axe  known,  with  conjectures  as  to  the 
result  in  others.  The  latter  are  marked  thus.*  The 
last  column  shews  the  manner  in  which  the  member* 
gr?  chosen. 

Elections  have  not  yet  been  held  in  Vermont, 
New-York,  New- Jersey,  Virginia  and  North-Caro- 
fina-r but  the  reader  who  is  tolerably  acquainted 
with  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  those  states,  as 
lately  expressed,  will  admit,  that  if  our  calcula- 
tions^ reoneous  they  are  go  in  favor  of  the  op- 


In this  table  we  remark  that  though  the  “ repute 
lican”  majority  in  the  twelfth  congress  was  seventy , 
the  war  bill  obtained  only  by  a majority  of  thirty,  1£8  . 
members  being  present:  all  the  “federalists”  and 
man}’’  “republicans”  voting  against  it. 

By  the  new  census  the  house  will  consist  of  182 
members — of  whom  114  will  be  “republicans,”  or 
“war  men ” — and  68  “federalists,”  or  anti-war-men— r 

POSITIVE  WAlt  MAJORITY,  FORTY-SIX.  For,  it  mUSt 

be  observed,  that  ale  the  “republicans”  chosen,  are 
chosen  as  supporters  of  the  war,  unless  the  terms 
proposed  by  our  government  are  acceded  tp  by  the 
enemy. 

In  the  senate,  the  war  majority  is  considerably 
strengthened,  and  will  be  further  increased. 

The  considerations  naturally  arising  from  the 
facts  here  presented,  should  lead  us  to  a vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war,  as  the  only  way  to  obtain  a 
safe  and  speedy  peace,  the  ostensible  object  of  all 
parties.  The  majority  must,  and  will  govern  ; and 
opposition,  an  improper  opposition — will  only  lead 
to  the  duration  of  the  war,  the  disgrace  of  our  coun- 
try and  the  triumph  of  the  foe. 


0f 

MILITARY. 

From  Tnr  armies. — Of  the  Northern  army  our  ac- 
counts are  contradictory  and  uncertain.  It  is  stated 
that  on  the  1 9th  ult,  col.  Pike  with  his  regiment  pe- 
netrated about  7 miles  into  thy  enemy’s  country, 
and  had  a slight  brush  with  the  British  and  Indians, 
wfio  retired,  after  sustaining  some  loss.  We  had  5 
men  wounded.  On  tlie  22d,  it  is  further  said,  the 
whole  army  retrograded  to  the  southward,  to  go  in- 
to winter  quarters.  This  is  denied  by  others — and 
we  are  pleased  to  observe  that  the  designs  of  the  ge* 
neral,  he  they  what  they  may,  are  so  completely  yob~ 
acitmij  as  it  shews  system  and  discipline 
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Of  the  army  of  the  centre,  we  have  no  important 
particulars  since  gen.  Sinyth’s  second  proclamation, 
except  th<?£  many  volunteers  were  joining  him,  to  be 
under  the  command  of  gen.  P.  B.  Porter.  The  ar- 
mistice terminated  on  the  22d  ult.  by  notice  from 
gen.  Smyth  ; on  which  the  British  commenced  a can- 
nonade. This  army  appears  “like  greyhounds  in  the 
slips,  straining  for  the  start and  we  expect  every 
moment  to  hear  that  it  has  crossed  into  Canada. 
Com.  Chaunccy  had  sailed  up  the  lake  to  co-operate 
with  gen.  Smyth , in  his  attack  on  the  enemy’s  lines. 

From  the  JYorth  Western  army  we  have  not  a parti- 
cle of  news,  since  our  last. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  has  become  a law. 

Gov.  Blount  of  Tennessee,  announces  the  receipt 
of  orders  to  detach  1500  men,  to  proceed  immediate- 
ly to  New  Orleans. 

The  nominations  by  the  President,  of  Harrison, 
Chandler  and  Boyd,  to  be  brigadier-generals  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  have  been  ratified  by  the 
senate. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  chosen  for 
field  officers  in  the  First  Regiment  of  New-ffampshire 
Volunteers , by  the  company  officers  : 

Aquilla  Davis,  of  Warner,  colonel ; John  Carter, 
of  Bow,  lieutenant-colonel ; JVm.  Bradford,  of  Mount 
Vernon,  1st  major ; Jahez  Smith,  of  Salisbury,  2d 
major;  Joseph  Low,  Amherst,  adjutant. 

Albany,  December  I. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Champlain  to  the  editor,  dated 
Champlain , Nov.  19. — “ Yesterday  general  Dearborn 
arrived  at  this  post,  and  to-day  has  issued  the  follow- 
ing order.  To-morrow  we  expect  orders  to  march  : 
our  advanced-guard  is  already  over  the  lines  ; indeed, 
a scouting  party  last  evening  passed  the  river  Lacole, 
routed  a body  of  Indians,  and  fired  their  encamp- 
ment. We  had  one  man  killed,  and  several  slightly 
wounded,  among  whom  is  captain  Biddle.” 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head- Quarters , Champlain,  Nov.  19,  1812. 

The  indisposition  of  brigadier-general  Bloomfield 
renders  it  expedient  for  major-general  Dearborn  to 
,take  the  immediate  command  of  the  troops  on  Lake 
Champlain  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  general  embraces 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  express  his  confidence  in 
the  troops  composing  the  army  of  the  north.  Their 
bravery  and  patiotism  will  supply  any  deficiency  in 
military  discipline  and  tactics,  which  time  and  ex- 
perience will  render  perfect.  In  any  movement  to- 
wards the  enemy,  the  most  rigid  attention  to  orders 
will  be  required,  as  well  as  a fixed  determination  in 
every  individual  of  the  army  not  to  retreat  or  give 
ground  before  the  enemy.  Should  any  one  be  so  lost 
to  a sense  of  honor  and  military  duty,  and.  the  pr;de 
of  the  American  character,  as  to  be  guilty  of  dis- 
orderly conduct  in  time  of  action,  he  must  expect 
no  relaxation  in  the  law  martial.  Every  species  of 
plunder  or  abuse  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  or  in  Canada,  is  forbid- 
den on  pain  of  death.  By  order, 

TIIOS.  BIDDLE,  captain  2d  U.  States 

Artillery,  acting  adjutant-general 
Buffalo e,  Nov.  12,  1812. 

To  the  men  oj  the  counties  of  Ontario  and  Gennesee. 

Fellow-Citizens — I transmit  you  the  appeal  of 
general  Smyth,  an  able  and  experienced  officer,  to 
the  patriotism  of  the  shite  of  New-York.  It  speaks 
to  the  heart  of  every  man  who  is  not  lost  to  the  honor 
and  interests  of  his  country. 

He  has  at  this  place  a powerful  army,  under  strict 
discipline,  in  high  spirits  and  eager  for  the  contest. 
With  this  army  lie  can  and  will,  in  the  course  of  a 
jew  days,  occupy  all  the  British  fortresses  on  the 


Niagara  river ; the  possession  of  which  will  give 
him  the  .command  of  the  upper  province.  Humanity, 
however,  suggests  that  this  conquest  should  be 
achieved  with  the  least  possible  sacrifice  ; it  is  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a force  that  will  over-awe 
opposition,  and  save  the  effusion  of  blood,  that  he 
now  asks  your  aid  and  co-operation. 

The  crisis  is  an  all  important  one  to  us  and  de- 
mands our  best  exertions.  1 shall  accompany  gene- 
ral Smyth  to  Canada,  and  will  you  not  join  your  for- 
tunes to  mine  and  join  him  ? Come  on,  then,  and' 

bring  with  you  all  the  volunteers  you  can  collect. 

Let  them  provide  themselves  with  warm  clothing 
and  blankets.  They  shall  be  supplied  with  arms  and 
ammunition  on  their  arrival  at  this  place. 

A vigorous  camgaign  of  one  month  will  relieve 
your  brethren  on  this  frontier  from  the  sufferings 
which  always  fall  so  heavily  on  those  who  have  the 
misfortune  to  be  placed  at  the  seat  of  war.  It  will 
palsy  the  savage  hand  that  is  now  wielding  the 
scalping  knife,  restore  peace  to  the  whole  of  this 
section  of  the  country,  and  redeem  the  tarnished 
reputation  of  the  nation.  Can  the  independent  and 
high  minded  yeomanry  of  Genesee  and  Ontario  re- 
main idle  spectators'of  events  so  interesting  to  our 
beloved  country  ? 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

PETER  B.  PORTER. 

[The  foregoing  refers  to  the  second  proclamation  of 
general  Smyth  inserted  in  our  last  number,  pa  ere 
216.]  b 
Canandaigua,  November  24. 
Volunteering. — Since  the  publication  of  general 
Smyth’s  proclamation  for  volunteers,  a considerable 
number  of  citizens  in  the  different  towns  in  this 
county  have  assembled  and  subscribed  volunteer 
enrollments  for  a short  tour  across  the  Niagara, 
Several  companies  have  already  marched,  and  others 
we  hear  will  march  immediately.  We  calculate  on 
from  seven  hundred  to  one  thousand  men  from  this 
county.  , 

We  are  informed  that  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred 
have  already  volunteered  and  enrolled  themselves 
in  the  county  of  Genesee.  We  think  Niagara  will 
furnish  an  equal  number. 

W e hear  also,  that  the  little  county  of  Seneca, 
although  it  has  a considerable  number  of  men  all 
ready  on  the  frontiers,  will  yet  furnish  many  more. 
— Til  at  Cayuga  will  furnish  a large  number.  We 
calculate  on  one  thousand  men  from  these  two 
counties. 

The  aggregate  number  of  volunteers  which  will 
turn  out  on  this  occasion,  it  is  supposed,  will  be 
at  least  three  thousand  five  hundred,  and  probably 
four  thousand.  Messenger. 

FROM  THE  NATTONAL  INTELLIGLNCEJR. 
Gentlemen— l transmit  you  for  publication  the  en-. 
closed  letter  politely  and  without  solicitation  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  Mr.  Rush. 

So  far  as  respects  myself  personally,  the  tale  it 
refutes  merits  no  consideration  and  would  meet  no 
attention.  Whether  I am  incompetent  to  the  task  of 
relating  plain  facts,  many  of  which  I saw  and  on  all  of 
which  I had  the  feelings  and  information  of  hundreds 
to  guide  me,  is  a question  of  no  importance  to  the 
public,  and  of  no  interest  to  the  editors  of  those  papers 
who  have  asserted  or  insinuated  it.  But  it  is  deeply 
interesting  to  their  passions  and  pursuits,  that  every 
account  which  tends  to  exonerate  the  government 
from  all  participation  in  the  event  of  an  expedition 
feebly  Conducted,  and  in  a capitulation  dishonorably 
concluded,  should  be  assailed  openly  and  covertly. 

I was  aware,  that  every  man,  who  should  attempt, 
by  a disclosure  of  the  truth  to  communicate  correct 
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information,  must  expect  to  have  his  motives  im- 
pugned and  his  character  assailed  all  the  rancor  of 
malignity  and  eagerness  of  party.  As  I felt  no  dis- 
position to  court,  so  I trust  there  was  no  necessity 
for  avoiding  an  investigation  like  that.  I had  witness- 
ed the  irritation  of  feeling  and  the  latitude  of  obser- 
vation in  many  papers  in  the  country.  The  terms 
“conscripts,”  “a  little  still-born  army,”  and  every 
injurious  and  opprobrious  epithet,  which  party  zeal 
could  lavish  upon  western  patriotism  andenterprize, 

1 had  observed,  with  regret,  hut  without  surprize. 
Hut  I had  to  learn,  that  the  editor  of  a newspaper 
upon  his  own  responsibility  would  propagate  a tale 
so  false  and  unqualified,  as  that  in  the  United  States 
Gazette  of — October  last.  The  letter  transmitted 
will  shew  what  credit  is  due  to  the  assertion  of  men, 
who  can  discover  little  to  condemn  in  an  enemy’s 
government,  less  to  approve  in  their  own. 

I cannot  resist  the  present  opportunity  of  placing 
in  its  proper  point  of  view,  a transaction  misrepre- 
sented with  all  the  virulence  of  faction.  The  capi- 
tulation for  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  contained  no 
stipulation  allowing  the  commanding  officer  to 
forward  to  his  government  an  account  of  the 
causes  which  produced,  and  of  the  circumstances 
Which  attended  so  unexpected  an  event.  The  com- 
manding officer  himself  became  an  unconditional 
prisoner  of  war.  His  liberation  or  the  intelligence 
he  might  communicate  to  his  own  government  de- 
pended on  the  interest  or  caprice  of  the  enemy.  In 
this  situation,  on  the  arrival  of  col.  M‘ Arthur  within 
the  jurisdict  ion  of  the  United  States,  he  became  the 
senior  officer  of  those  troops,  which  by  the  capitula- 
tion were  permitted  to  return  home,  and  as  such  it 
became  a matter  of  duty  to  report  himself  to  tiie  go- 
vernment, and  of  propriety  to  communicate  to  them 
All  the  intelligence  in  his  power.  Tor  this  purpose 
the  second  officer  in  command  present  was  ordered 
to  repair  to  the  seat  of  government.  On  his  arrival 
he  found  the  rumor  of  the  disaster  had  preceded  him, 
and  that  information  was  anxiously  and  impatiently 
expected.  Public  report  had  informed  the  govern- 
ment, that  they  had. lost  a fort,  an  army  and  a terri- 
tory, but  of  the  remote  or  direct  causes,  which  occa- 
sioned it,  of  the  situation  of  their  own  troops,  or  of 
the  designs  of  the  enemy,  they  were  profoundly  ig- 
norant. Were  they  in  this  situation  fastidiously  to 
reject  proffered  information,  and  continue  wilfully 
ignorant  of  a transaction  so  striking*. in  its  features 
and  so  important  in  its  consequences  to  the  peace 
and  character  of  the  nation  ? Or  were  they  not  com- 
pelled by  duty  10  seek  every  means  of  information, 
in  order  with  promptitude  to  repair  the  evil,  and 
with  vigilance  prevent  the  repetition  of  a similar 
one  i Their  duty  surely  cannot  be  mistaken  by  the 
most  big'otted  zealot  of  party.  The  act  then  of  com- 
municating intelligence  and  that  of  receiving  it,  was 
not  merely  neutral  but  commendable.  Whether  the 
officer  upon  whom  this  task  devolved,  executed  it 
well  or  ill,  must  be  left  for  an  enlightened  communi- 
ty to  determine.  It  was  a duty  over  which  the  go- 
vernment had  no  control.  As  he  gave  it  they  must 
receive  it,  neither  accountable  for  the  manner  nor 
iite  accuracy  of  his  relation. 

The  question  which  has  been  so  ably  discussed, 
whether  this  statement  is  official , in  itseif  a very  clear 
one,  will  become  important  and  interesting,  when 
disputes  about  words  shall  again  agitate  the  feelings 
and  divide  the  opinions  of  the  world.  Until  then, 
. it  is  cheerfully  relinquished  to  those  who  have  so 
eamecliy  investigated  it. 

That  an  officer,  in  his  report  must  confine  himself 
so  those  facts,  which  passed  within  his  own  observa- 
tion, and  to  which  he  could  testify  ih  a court  ofjus- 
ti.ee,  is  among  the  novel  and  extraordinary  preten- 


tions, to  which  this  communication  has  given  birth. 
Meagre  indeed  would  he  every  similar  statement,  were 
such  a principle  correct  in  theory  or  supported  by 
practice.  In  a complicated  transaction,  it  would 
present  but  a skeleton  of  a report,  omitting  many 
interesting  details  essential  to  a correct  view  of  the 
subject,  and  necessary  in  the  succession  of  facts, 
which  connect  causes  with  tlieii;  consequences.  It 
would  require  almost  as  many  reports  as  there  were 
actors,  and  instead  of  a faithful  sketch  by  a single 
hand,  a motley  and  discordant  group  of  objects  would 
meet  the  eye,  exciting  little  interest  and  conveying 
little  information.  But,  independent  of  any  specu- 
lative view,  which  may  he  taken  of  the  subject,  it 
is  sufficient  to  refer  every  candid  and  dispassionate 
observer  to  the  reports  ofmilitary  transactions, which 
daily  appear  in  our  own  and  in  other  countries.  The 
futility  of  the  objection  will  be  at  once  exposed,  for 
it  will  be  found  that  a report  is  seldom  if  ever  made 
without  violating  this  rule,  for  the  first  time  applied 
as  a standard  to  the  statement  of  an  officer  ct  the 
most  important  military  event,  which  had  occurred 
for  many  years  in  the  history  of  his  country. 

The  propriety  of  publishing  such  a report  remains 
only  to  be  investigated.  In  a government  founded 
on  the  power  and  supported  by  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  the  right  of  the  public  to  receive  informa- 
tion on  all  national  transactions  is  too  clear  to  re- 
quire support  or  to  fear  denial.  Whether  a.  battle 
be  won  or  lost,  whether  the  event  be  brilliant  or  dis- 
astrous, the  duty  of  communicating*  and  the  right 
of  claiming  information  remain  still  the  same,  four 
weeks  after  the  surrender  of  an  important  post,  while 
the  public  mind  is  agitated  and  public  expectation 
alive,  the  government  receive  from  an  officer  dis- 
patched t)V  the  senior  officer  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion and  subject  to  their  control,  a statement  of  the 
circumstances,  which  preceded  and  accompanied 
the  transaction.  Two  weeks  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient for  the  commanding  officer  to  have  forwarded 
his  dispatches,  had  the  capitulation  conferred  on  him 
the  right  or  the  enemy  the  favor  of  doing  it,  imme- 
diately subsequent  to  the  surrender.  The  govern- 
ment had  a right  to  conclude  the  privilege  was  refus- 
ed, by  them  or  the  duty  omitted  by  him.  That  por- 
tion of  the  troops,  which  by  the  capitulation  was  to 
be  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  afforded  a secure 
opportunity  for  this  purpose.  This  having  failed,  it 
became  uncertain  at  what  period  his  communication 
would  be  received.  Were  the  government  then  to 
withhold  the  information  they  possessed,  because 
that  information  attributed  the  failure  of  the  expe- 
dition to  its  commanding  officer  ? The  character  of 
the  nation,  tl*e  reputation  of  the  government,  and  of 
every  individual  embarked  in  that  expedition,  were 
involved  in  its  issue.  Was  it  of  no  importance,  by 
a correct  disclosure  of  facts  to  redeem  the  public 
character  and  feelings  ? Was  it  of  no  importance, 
by  placing  in  its  proper  point  of  view  the  features  of 
the  transaction,  to  shew,  that  the  boasts  of  the  ene« 
my  were  as  vain  as  their  conquest  was  bloodless  ? — 
To  prove  to  our  country,  that  her  sons  might  yet  be 
led  on  to  battle  and  perhaps  to  victory  ? T]ie  govern- 
ment too  had  a reputation  to  lose.  That  reputation 
was  eagerly  assailed.  The  failure  of  the  expedition 
was  attributed  to  the  want  of  preparation,  and  the 
measures  respecting  it  were  characterised  as  imbe- 
cile and  ignorant.  The  forbearance  demanded  waS 
far  from  being  granted.  So  far  as  respects  the  com- 
manding officer,  the  details  of  an  unfortunate  ex- 
pedition must  be  shrouded  m Delphic  obscurity,  and 
the  public  await  in  dubious  suspense  the  tedious  pro- 
cess of  military  investigation.  But  every  little  name- 
less paper  is  at  liberty  to  display  its  brilliant  wit  and 
sutcUHic  remarks  at  the  e$pence  of  tUos^  who  plan*’ 
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fled  and  ordered  the  expedition.  Their  reputation  . 
awaits  the  result  of  no  trial.  'I'hey  must  be  offered ! 
up  an  expiatory  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  public  in- 
dignation. Tl*e  contemplated  investigation,  which 
is  ultimately  to  determine  the  respective  measure  of 
merit  and  of  blame,  here  becomes  unnecessary.  Its 
result  is  anticipated  with  that  confidence  which 
ought  only  to  be  inspired  by  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  attendant  circumstances.  To  require 
in  such  a situation  a studious  concealment  of  those 
thets  which  would  enable  the  public  correctly  to  ap- 
preciate the  conduct  of  all,  is  to  require  a species 
of  forbearance  as  little  suited  to  the  practice  as  to 
the  duties  of  life. 

I am  aware,  that  nothing  which  can  be  said  upon 
this  subject,  will  with  many  carry  conviction,  or 
produce  acknowledgment.  The  most  obvious  consi- 
derations of  reason  and  of  justice  will  be  overlook- 
ed. Such,  in  the  conflicts  of  opinion  and  the  colli- 
sions of  party,  has  always  been  the  case.  But  truth 
will  ultimately  prevail,  and  the  public  will  eventu- 
ally be  enabled  correctly  to  estimate  the  conduct  of 
all  who  have  had  any  agency  in  a transaction  so  deep- 
ly interesting  to  their  character  and  feelings. 
November  20,  1812.  LEWIS  CASS. 

Washington , Nov.  3,  1812. 

Deak  sin — It  was  not  until  after  I last  had  the 
pleasure  to  see  you,  and  for  some  time  after  you 
left  Washington,  that  the  foolish  insinuation,  which 
has  appeared  in  some  of  the  newspapers,  of  my 
having  been  concerned  in  writing  the  letter  you  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary  of  war,  first  came  to  my 
ears  ; nor  have  I,  to  this  day,  seen  the  insinuation  in 
print.  I would  have  contradicted  it  at  once  but  that 
it  seemed  to  me  quite  superfluous,  and  that  it  would 
be  to  confer  a notice  upon  it  which  its  idle  charac- 
ter did  not  deserve.  In  what  so  strange  an  untruth 
could  have  originated,  I am  sure  1 know  not ; nei- 
ther can  I divest  myself  of  embamissment  in  thus 
troubling  you  with  a line  about  it.  1 have  not  yet 
heard  it  said  that  I wrote  the  address  you  delivered 
to  the  volunteers  of  Ohio  in  the  spring,  before  I 
ever  had  the  pleasure  to  see  or  to  know  you  ; and 
yet,  it  is  certain,  that  I wrote  as  much  of  that  as  I 
did  of  your  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war. 

I sincerely  hope  your  health  lias  been  re-establish- 
ed since  you  left  Washington,  and  that  to  other 
causes  of  regret  connected  with  your  march  to  De- 
troit, there  ''  ill  not  be  added  that  of  any  permanent 
injury  to  your  constitution. 

Relieve  me,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect  and 
esteem,  vour  obedient  servant,  « 

RTCHARD  RUSH. 

Colonel  Case. 

N E WN AN’S  EXPEDITION. 

Detailed  account  of  colonel  Neuman's  late  expedition 
against  the  Florida  Indians. 

IN  THE  IIOT’SE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  GEORGIA. 

Thursday , 5th  Nov.  1812. — On  tnotion. 

Resolved,  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  lay  before  this  house  any  information, 
which  may  be  in  his  possession,  relativ©*to  an  ex- 
pedition lately  conducted  by  the  adjutant-general  of 
this  state,  against  the  Seminolie  Indians  in  East 
Florida.  Read  and  agreed  to. 

Attest,  HINES  HOLT,  Clerk. 

Executive  Department,  Georgia, 

JHilleilgerille,  7 th  Nov.  1812. 
>Ir.  Speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives  1 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  4th  inst. 
Calling1  for  information  relative  to  an  expedition  late- 
ly conducted  by  the  adjutant-general  of  this  state, 
against  the  Seminolie  Indians  in  East  Florida,  you 
wdl  herewith  receive  a copy  of  a letter  recently  re-, 


ceived  at  this  department  from  colonel  Daniel  New 
nan,  which  contains  all  the  official  information  I pos- 
sess. It  is  proper  to  remark  that,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  the  expedition  referred  to  was  a 
voluntary  act  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  en- 
gaged in  it.  D.  B.  MITCHELL. 

New- Hope. , St.  John’s,  Oct.  19,1812. 
Dear  Sir — I have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting 
to  your  excellency  an  account  of  the  several  engage  - 
ments which  have  taken  place  between  the  Lotclia- 
way  and  Alligator  Indians,  and  the  detachment  of 
Georgia  volunteers  under  my  command.  As  the  ob- 
ject of  this  expedition,  and  the  views  of  the  persons 
engaged  in  it,  have  been  misconstrued*  and  mis- 
statements, relative  to  its  protraction  circulated,  I 
ask  the  indulgence  of  your  excellency  to  detail  every 
transaction  from  its  commencement  to  its  termina- 
tion. 

I arrived  upon  St.  John’s,  in  obedience  to  your  or- 
ders, about  the  15th  of  August,  with  the  whole  of 
my  detachment,  consisting  [including  officers]  of 
about  250  men,  and  with  few  on  the  sick  report.  I 
immediately  waited  on  col.  Smith,  before  Augustine, 
and  received  orders  dated  the  21st  of  August,  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  against  the  hostile  Indians  within 
the  province  of  East  Florida,  and  destroy  their 
towns,  provisions  and  settlements.  I then  returned 
to  the  detachment  upon  the  St.  John’s,  and  made 
every  preparation  to  comply  with  my  orders,  by  dis- 
patching parties  to  procure  horses  from  the  few  in- 
habitants that  had  not  fled  from  the  province,  in  pre- 
paring packs  and  provisions,  and  taking  every  step 
which  I deemed  necessary  to  insure  success  to  the 
enterprize.  In  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  myself 
and  nearly  one  half  of  the  detachment,  the  period  of 
our  marching  was  delayed  until  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber ; and  when  just  upon  the  eve  of  departing,  an 
express  arrived  from  col.  Smith  informing  me  that 
his  provision  waggons  and  the  escort  \ - . s attacked 
by  a body  of  Negroes  and  Indians,  and  ordering  ine  to 
join  him  immediately  with  90  men,  and  bring  all  the 
horses  and  carriages  I could  command,  for  the  remo- 
val of  his  baggage,  field-pieces,  and  sick,  he  having 
only  70  men  fit  for  duty.  1 marched  to  the  relief  of 
the  colonel  with  130  men  and  25  horses,  and  assisted 
him  in  removing  to  the  Blotk-house  upon  Davis’s 
creek.  This  service  delayed  for  a few  days  our  ex- 
pedition to  the  nation  ; and  when  the  detachment 
again  assembled  upon  the  St.  John’s,  and  were  about 
to  commence  their  march,  the  men  had  but  six  or 
seven  days  to  serve.  About  this  time  I received  a 
letter  from  col.  Smith,  advising  me  to  propose  to  the 
detr  chment  an  extension  of  their  serv.ee  for  15  or  20 
days  longer,  as  the  time  for  which  they  were  engag- 
ed was  deemed  insufficient  to  accomplish  aiiv  object 
of  the  expedition.  This  measure  I had  contemplat- 
ed, and  its  sanction  by  the  colonel  met  with  my  most 
hearty  approbation  ; for  I was  unwilling  to  proceed 
to  an  enemy’s  country  with  a single  man,  who  would 
declare,  that,  in  any  event.,  he  would  not  serve  a day 
longer  than  the  time  for  which  he  had  originally  vo- 
lunteered. I accordingly  assembled  the  detachment, 
and  after  stating  the  necessity  of  a tender  of  further 
service,  proposed  that  the  men  should  volunteer  for 
three  weeks  longer ; when  84  men,  including  officers, 
stepped  out.  and  were  enrolled,  which,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  23  volunteer  militia  sent  to  my  aid  by  col. 
Smith,  and  9 patriots  under  the  command  of  capt. 
Cone,  made  my  whole  force  amount  to  117.  With 
this  small  body,  provided  with  four  days  provisions 
and  12  horses,  1 was  determined  to  proceed  to  the 
nation  and  give  those  merciless  savages  at  least  one 
battle  ; ana  1 was  emboldened  in  this  determination 
by  the  strong  expectation  of  being  succored  by  a bo- 
dy of  eavairy  from  St.  Mary’s,  and  which  it  has  .since 
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appeared  did  assemble  at  Cole  rain,  but  proceeded  no 
farther.  On  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  September, 
we  left  the  St.  John’s  marching  in  Indian  file,  capt. 
Humphrey’s  company  of  riflemen  in  front,  capt. 
JPort’s  company,  under  the  command  of  lieut.  Fannin, 
In  the  centre,  and  capt.  Coleman’s  company,  with 
Cone’s  detachment,  under  the  command  of  lieut. 
Broadnax,  in  the  rear.  A small  party  marched  in 
front  of  the  main  body,  and  another  in  the  rear,  the 
openness  of  the  country  {except  in  particular  places) 
rendered,  it  unnecessary  to  employ  men  upon  the 
right  and  left-  Our  encampment  of  nights  (there 
being  three  companies)  was  in  the  firm  of  atrian- 
.gle,  with  the  baggage  in  the  centre,  the  men  with 
their  clothes  on,  lying  with  their  feet  pointing  out- 
wards, and  their  firelocks  in  their  arms.  In  case  of 
an  attack,  the  officers  were  instructed  to  bring  up 
their  companies  upon  the  right  and  left  of  the  com- 
pany fronting  the  enemy,  and  attend  to  the  Indian 
mode  of  fighting  until  ordered  to  charge.  In  raise 
of  meeting  the  enemy  upon  our  march,  Humphrey’s 
company  was  instructed  to  file  off  to  the  right.  Fort’s 
company  to  advance  and  form  to  the  front  in  single 
jank,  and  Coleman’s  company  to  file  off  to  the  left ; 
the  whole  then  to  advance  in  the  form  of  a crescent, 
and  endeavor  to  encircle  the  enemy.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourth  day  of  our  march,  when  within  six 
or  seven  miles  of  the  Lotcha  way  towns,  our  advance 
party  discovered  a body  of  Indians  marching  along 
the  path  meeting  us,  and  at  the  same  moment  they 
appeared  to  have  discovered  us.  As  soon  as  I was  in- 
formed of  it,  I lost  no  time  in  giving  the  necessary 
directions  for  the  companies  to  advance,  and  obey 
the  instructions  which  had  been  previously  given  to 
fihem,  and  which  appeared  exactly  suited  to  the  si- 
tuation in  which  we  found  the  enemy.  As  soon  as 
Fort’s  company  (at  the  head  of  which  Iliad  placed 
myself)  had  advanced  to  its  proper  ground,  I disco- 
vered the  Vdians  falling  back,  and  making  every 
preparation  for  battle,  by  unslinging  their  packs, 
trimming  their  rifles,  and  each  man  taking  his  place. 
We  continued  to  advance,  taking  advantage  of  the 
trees  in  our  progress,  until  we  were  within  130  yards 
of  the  Indians,  when  many  of  them  fired,  and  I in- 
stantly ordered  the  charge,  which  drove  them  from 
behind  the  trees,  and  ‘caused  them  to  retire  with  the 
. greatest  precipitation  ; our  men  all  the  while  firing 
at  them,  slew  several;  and  by  repeated  charges,  drove 
them  half  a mile,  when  they  took  shelter  in  the  swamp. 
It  unfortunately  happened  (I  presume  through  inad- 
vertence) that  Humphrey’s  company  in  filing’  to  the 
right  took  too  great  a circuit,  got  a small  swamp 
between  them  and  the  enemy,  and  thereby  rendered 
the  victory  less  decisive  than  it  would  have  been,  had 
the  whole  charged  together,  and  before  the  Indians 
bad  dispersed  themselves,  and  extended  their  force 
(which  they  soon  did)  near  half  a mile  up  and  down 
the  swamp.  The  company,  however,  was  of  service 
afterwards  in  preventing  the  enemy,  after  their  dis- 
persion, from  entering  our  camp,  retaking  their  bag- 
gage and  provision  (all  of  which  fell  into  our  hands) 
or  falling  upon  the  wounded,  that  had  been  sent  to 
the  rear.  The  action,  including  the  skirmishing  upon 
the  flanks,  lasted  two  hours  and  a half,  the  Indians 
frequently  attempting  to  outflank  us  and  get  in  our 
rear,  but  were  repulsed  by  the  companies  extending 
to  the  right  and  left.  We  had  one  man  killed  and 
nine  wounded,  two  of  which  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  con- 
siderable. I saw  seven  fall  to  the  ground  with  my 
own  eyes,  among  whom  was  their  king,  Payne,  two 
of  them  fell  near  the  swamp,  the  rest  our  men  had 
the  curiosity  to  scalp.  The  rifle  company  on  the 
right  and  Broadnax’s  on  the  left,  speak  of  killing* 
itear  the  yho  were  bprne  off  by  their 


comrades,  it  being  a principle  among  the  savages, 
cany  off  their  dead  at  the  risk  of  their  lives.  We. 
remained  on  the  battle  ground  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  Indians,  who  were  near  the  swamp 
painting  themselves,  and  appeared  to  be  in  consulta- 
tion, all  of  which  indicated  an  intention  to  renew 
the  combat  Accordingly  a half  an  hour  before  sun- 
set, having  obtained  a considerable  reinforcement  of 
negroes  and  Indians,  from  their  towns,  they  com- 
menced the  most  horrid  yells  imaginable,  imitating 
the  cries  and  noise  of  almost  every  animal  of  the  fo- 
rest, their  chiefs  advancing  in  front  in  a stooping 
serpentine  manner,  and  making  the  most  wild  ana 
frantic  gestures,  until  they  approached  within  two 
I hundred  yards  of  us,  when  they  halted  and  com- 
menced firing.  Our  men  were  not  to  be  alarmed  by 
their  noise  and  yells,  but  as  instructed,  remained 
perfectly  still  and  steady  behind  logs  and  trees  until 
the  enemy  by  this  forbearance  had  approached  some- 
what nearer,  when  a brisk  and  well  directed  fire  from 
our  line  soon  drove  them  back  to  their  original 
ground.  I would  now  have  ordered  the  charge,  but 
being  under  the  necessity,  from  the  extension  of  the 
enemy’s  line,  of  detaching  nearly  one -half  of  my 
force  to  pi’otect  our  camp  and  wounded  (the  assail- 
ing of  which  is  a great  object  with  Indians)  I was 
left  to  contend  with  a force  three  times  as  numerous 
as  my  own.  The  action  lasted  until  eight  o’clock, 
when  the  enemy  were  completely  repulsed  in  every 
attempt  whether  made  upon  our  centre  or  flanks.  - 
We  had  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded  ; the  ene- 
my carried  off  several  of  their  men  before  it  was  dark 
— after  which  all  firing  (of  course  random)  was  at 
the  spot  from  whence  the  flash  arose.  After  fighting 
and  fasting  the  whole  day,  we  had  to  work  through- 
out the  night,  and  at  day  light  had  a tolerable  breast 
work  of  logs  and  earth,  with  port  holes  on  the  ground 
on  which  the  battle  was  fought.  We  were  reduced 
to  tliis  necessity,  for  in  dispatching  capt.  Whitaker 
about  dark  to  St.  John’s  for  a reinforcement,  six  more 
men  took  the  liberty  to  accompany  him,  taking  with 
them  our  best  horses  : our  pilot  and  surgeon  (who 
was  sick)  was  among  the  number.  The  two  days 
succeeding  the  battle,  we  neither  saw  nor  heard  any 
tiling  of  the  enemy,  but  on  the  evening  of  the  third 
day  they  commenced  firing  at  our  work  at  a long  dis- 
tance, and  renewed  it  every  day  for  five  or  six  days, 
but  without  killing  or  wounding  any  of  our  men.— 
After  killing  two  or  three  of  them  through  our  port 
holes  they  seldom  came  within  gun-shot.  Seven  or 
eight  days  had  now  elapsed  since  our  express  had  left 
us,  hunger  was  staring  us  in  the  face,  and  we  were 
now  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  eating  one  of  our 
horses ; we  fiad  no  surgeon  to  dress  the  wounded, 
and  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the  enemy 
would  receive  reinforcements  from  Augustine  or  the 
Makasukie  Indians.  Expecting  relief  every  hour,  I 
was  unwilling  to  leave  our  breast  Works  while  we 
had  a horse  left  to  eat,  but  I understood  from  some 
of  my  officers  that  a certain  captain  was  determined 
to  leave  us  with  his  company,  and  that  many  of  the 
men  giving  up  all  hopes  of  relief,  talked  of  desert- 
ing in  the  night  rather  than  perish,  or  fall  a sacrifice 
to  the  merciless  negroes  and  Indians,  whom  they 
were  taught  to  believe  would  surround  us  in  great 
numbers  in  a few  days.  In  this  trying  situation, 
when  our  few  remaining  horses  were  shot  down  by 
them,  and  the  number  of  our  sick  daily  increasing, 
I reluctantly  assented  to  leave  our  works  that  night, 
and  directed  the  litters  to  be  prepared  to  carry  the 
wounded.  About  nine  o’clock  we  commenced  our 
distressing  march,  carrying  fire  wounded  men  in 
litters  and  supporting  two  or  three  more.  We  had 
not  proceeded  more  than  eight  miles,  when  the  men 
became  perfectly  exhausted  from  hunger  and  fatigue. 
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vMrt  unable  to  carry  the  wounded  any  farther. 
About  two  hours  after  we  left  our  breast  works,  25 
horsemen,  with  provisions,  arrived  to  our  relief,  on 
a different  road  from  the  one  we  had  taken,  but,  from 
motives  best  known  to  themselves,  instead  of  follow- 
ing us,  returned  to  St.  John’s,  and  we  were  left  to 
encounter  new  difficulties,  two  men  that  I had  dis- 
patched on  the  path  the  horsemen  came,  by  some 
means  or  other  rpissing  them.  We  again  construct- 
ed a place  of  defence,  and  I dispatched  serjeant-ma- 
jor  Reese  with  one  private  to  Picolata,  to  learn  what 
had  occasioned  the  delay  of  our  expected  supplies, 
And  told  him  I should  remain  where  I was  until  1 
could  hear  from  him,  and  endeavored  to  procure 
cattle,  as  we  discovered  signs  of  their  being  near 
us. 

The  evil  genius  of  captain  again  prevailed, 

and  I have  since  learned  from  captain  Cone,  that 
this  person  instigated  not  onlv  him,  but  many  of  the 
privates  to  urge  a departure  from  our  works  even  in 
the  day  time,  when  I was  convinced  that  the  Indians 
knowing  our  weak  situation  would  endeavor  to  am- 
buscade. This  gentleman  if  innocent  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  proving  himself  so  before  a court 
martial.  . With  a burning  fever  on  me,  and  scarcely 
able  to  walk,  the  march  was  ordered  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  I had  directed  the  adj’t. 
captain  Hardin,  to  march  in  front,  to  avoid  all  places 
where  there  could  be  an  ambuscade,  and  the  litters 
should  be  distributed  among  t he  different  companies. 
Being  extremely  weak  I marched  in  the  i*ear  with  cap- 
tain   (who  carried  my  firelock)  lieutenant  Fannin 

and  about  fifteen  or  twenty  privates.  We  had 
scarcely  marched  five  miles  before  the  front  of  the 
detachment  discovered  the  heads  of  several  Indians 
on  both  sides  of  the  path,  from  among  several  pine 
trees  that  were  laid  prostrate  by  the  hurricane  ; the 
same  instant,  the  enemy  fired  upon  our  advanced 
party,  and  shot  down  four  of  them,  one  a Spaniard, 
died  on  the  spot,  and  two  survived  a few  days  ; my 
negro  boy  was  one  of  tnem.  The  moment  I heard 
the  firing  I ordered  the  detachment  to  charge,  and 
fhe  Indians  were  completely  defeated  in  fifteen  mi- 
nutes, many  of  them  dropping  their  guns,  and  the 
whole  running  off  without  ever  attempting  to  rally. 
Four  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  and  I am  convinced 
from  the  constant  fire  we  kept  up,  that  many  more 
must  have  been  slain,  but  were  hid  from  our  view 
by  the  thick  and  high  Palmetto  bushes.  We  lay  on 
the  battle  ground  all  night,  and  started  next  day  at 
30  o’clock,  marched  five  miles  and  again  throw  up 
breast  works  between  two  ponds, living  upon  gophers, 
alligators  and  palmetto  stocks,  until  serjeant-major 
Reese  arrived  with  provisions,  and  14  horses  when 
we  were  enabled  to  proceed  to  St.  John’s  with  all 
Aur  sick  and  wounded,  where  a gun-boat  by  the  di- 
rection of  colonel  Smith  was  in  waiting  for  us,  which 
conveyed  us  to  his  camp,  where  we  met  with  every 
attention  that  humanity  or  benevolence  could  bestow. 
I cannot  refrain  from  here  expressing  the  high  sense 
I have  of  the  care  and  anxiety  which  colonel  Smith 
has  manifested  for  the  detachment  under  my  com- 
mand, and  his  promptitude  in  affording  every  aid  in 
Ills  power,  when  apprized  of  our  situation.  My  pen 
oan  scarcely  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  the  brave 
officers  and  men  under  my  command,  their  fortitude 
under  all  their  privations  and  distresses  never  for- 
saking them.  Captain  Hamilton,  (who  volunteered 
as  a private,  his  company  having  left  him  at  the  ex- 
piration of  their  time,)  lieutenant  Fannin,  ensign 
Hamilton  and  adjutant  Harden  distinguished  them- 
selves in  a particular  manner,  being  always  among 
the  first  to  charge,  and  first  in  pursuit ; serjeants 
Holt  and  Attaway  likewise  acted  very  bravely,  and 
Fort’s  company  in  general  (being  always  near  mej 
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and  under  my  immed  ate  view)  advanced  to  -be 
charge  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans.  LieuteiV  nf 
Brofidnax  shewed  a great  deal  of  courage  and  pi-a- 
st-nee  of  mind,  and  ensign  Mann  who  was  wounded 
in  the  first  action  fought  well.  Captain  Cone  who 
was  wounded  in  the  head  early  in  the  action  behaved 
well,  and  lieutenant  Williams  did  himself  great 
honor  in  every  action,  but  particularly  in  the  bold 
and  manly  stand  he  made  in  the  night  engagement.. 
Serjeant  Hawkins  and  corporal  Neil  of  Coleman’* 
company  acted  like  soldiers,  and  serjeant-major 
Reese’s  activity  was  only  surpassed  by  his  courage  ; 
he  was  every  where  and  always  brave.  Captain 
Humphreys’  company  acted  bra  velyy  particularly 
lieutenant  Reed,  seijeant  Fields,  sevjeant  Cowan,, 
serjeant  Denmark  and  many  of  the  privates.  I can 
only  speak  of  captain  Humphreys  from  the  report  of 
some  of  his  men,  who  say  he  acted  well ; it  so  hap- 
pening he  never  met  my  eye  during  either  of  the  en» 
gagements,  while  the  conduct  of  every'  other  person 
that  I have  mentioned  (except  one  or  two)  came  un- 
der my  personal  observation.  The  number  of  In- 
dians in  the  first  engagement,  from  every  circum- 
stance that  appeared,  must  have  been  from  seventy* 
five  to  an  hundred — in  the  second  engagement,  their 
number  [including  negroes,  who  are  their  best  sol- 
diers] was  double  ours,  and  in  the  third  engagement 
there  appeared  to  be  fifty  which  was  nearly  equal  to 
our  force,  after  deducting  the  sick  and  WGur.ded^r- 
From  every  circumstance,  I am  induced  to  believe 
that  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  among  the 
Indians  must  be  at  least  fifty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yotir 
most  obedient  servant,  DANIEL  NEWNAN. 
Ilia  excellency  David  B.  Mitchell. 

NAVAL. 

Gnomons  naval  victory. 

We  certainly  calculated  on  the  pleasure  of  laying 
before  our  readers  in  the  present  number,  the  official 
account  of  the  late  unprecedented  victory  of  the 
frigate  United  States , capt.  Decatur , over  the  British 
frigate  Macedonian,  capt.  Carden — gained  on  the 
25th  of  October,  off  the  Western  Islands.  It  has  not 
yet  come  to  hand,though  from  the  article  that  follows 
it  appears  that  the  colors  of  the  enemy  have  arrived 
at  the  seat  of  government — the  prize  is  also  in  port. 
Our  readers,  therefore,  as  we  ourselves  are  compel- 
led to  do,  must  content  themselves,  for  the  moment, 
with  a knowledge  of  the  following  pleasing  facte— 
the  first  account  is  copied  from  a New-York  paper  ; 
the  second  from  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Neiv-York,  December  7 • 1812- 

America,  for  whom  it  was  reserved  to  disarm  the 
lightning-  of  Heaven,  to  discover  first  the  use  of  the 
quadrant,  and  then  the  perpetual  motion,  is  now 
snatching  the  trident  of  Neptune  from  the  mistress 
of  the  ocean,  and  giving  signal  proofs  of  her  own 
naval  superiority. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  off  the  Western  Islands, 
the  frigate  United  States,  com.  Decatur,  fell  in  with 
the  British  frigate  Macedonian,*  capt.  Carden,  (rat- 
ed in  Steel’s  list  at  38  guns,  mounting  49  and  car- 
rying 306  men)  and  after  a close  engagement  of  se- 
venteen minutes,  succeeded  "in  capturing  her,  ancl 
has  arrived  with  the  prize  off  New- London,  on  their 
way  to  this  port. 

The  Macedonian  had  106  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed. She  was  totally  dismasted,  and  nearly  100  shejt 
holes  in  her  hull.  In  five  minutes  after  this  action* 
the  United  Slates  (having  received  little  injury,  and 
having  only  five  men  killed  and  six  wounded)  was 
fully  prepared  for  another. 

Shortly  after  the  engagement  commenced,  such<sc 

j ' *jsvut  m 1810.  ’ " 
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torrent  of  fire  proceeded  from  the  American  vessel,  . loud  cheers,  and  escorted  to  the  festive  hall,  where 
that  the  crew  of  the  Macedonian,  supposing  she  was  i awaited  him  the  embraces  of  a fond  father,  mother, 


on  fire,  gave  three  cheers. 


sisters  ! It  was  a scene  easier  felt  than  described. 


Mr.  Hamilton,  one  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  The  room  in  which  the  company  had  assembled  had 
frigate  United  States,  was  landed  at  New -London  (been  previously  decorated  with  the  trophies  of  naval 
on  Friday  night,  and  passed  through  this  city 
yesterday  morning  for  the  seat  of  government  with 
a detail  of  this  glorious  achievement  and  the  colors 
of  the  enemy. 

Washington,  Dec.  10. 

Letters  have  been  received  in  this  citv  from  corn- 


victory — the  colors  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Alert, 
displayed  on  the  walls,  roused  the  proud  feelings  of 
pat  riotism,  and  had  revived  in  every  mind  the  recol 
lection  of  the  bravery  which  won  them.  The  flag  of 
the  Macedonian  alone  was  wanting  to  complete  the 
group.  It  was  produced,  and  borne  into  the  hall  by 
modore  Decatur,  dated  off  New-London,  on  the  4th ! capts.  Hull  and  Stewart  and  others  of  our  brave  sea- 
instant,  containing  the  information  that  on  the  25th  I men,  amid  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  company, 
of  October,  in  lat.  29  N.  long*.  29  deg.  30  min.  W. 'and  greeted  with  national  music  from  the  band, 
the  frigate  United  States,  under  bis  command,  fell1 — The  amusements  of  the  evening,  we  need  scarce- 


st with,  and,  after  an  action  of  an  hour  and  an  half, 
captured  the  British  frigate  Macedonian,  command- 
ed by  captain  John  Carden,  mounting  forty-nine  car- 
riage guns.  The  captured  vessel  is  a frigate  of  the 
largest  class,  two  years  old,  four  months  out  of 
dock,  and  reputed  one  of  the  fastest  sailers  in  the 
British  service.  The  Macedonian  being  to  windward, 
had  the  advantage  of  engaging  the  United  States  at 
at  her  own  distance,  Which  was  so  great,  that  for 
the  first  half  hour,  the  United  States  did  not  use 
her  carronades,  and  at  no  moment  was  the  British 


ly  add,  were  suspended  from  the  time  Mr.  Humi!-. 
ton’s  arrival  was  first  announced,  until  the  fervor  of 
the  moment  had  in  some  degree  subsided.  Mutual 
gratulations  went  round  the  room  ; a general  expres- 
sion of  the  tribute  due  to  skill  and  valor,  involunta- 
rily broke  from  the  lips  of  all  ; and  the  smile  of 
be  iuty,  the  meed  of  valor,  was  liberally  bestowed  on 
the  brave  defenders  of  their  country’s  rights.  Sub- 
sequently, at  the  supper  table,  a toast  was  given  by 
one  of  the  managers—1 “Commodore  Decati/r  and  hit 
officers  and  crew  of  the.  frigate  United  States', — and  re- 


frig-ate  within  the  complete  effect  of  the  musketry  ceived  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  and  repeated 
or  grape  shot  of  the  United  States.  To  this  circum-  plaudits.  Such  a scene,  as  this  occasion  exhibited, 

we  have  never  before  Witnessed , and  never,  never, 
‘•so  long  as  memory  holds  her  seat,”  shall  we  for- 
get it ! ' ' ^ 

The  sloop  captured  on  Ontario  ha^f  12,000  ill 
specie  on  board; 

Four  British  gun -boats  approached  Ogdenshurg  on. 
the  17d)  ,4i  1 1 . and  opened  a tremer.duous  fire  of  grape 
shot,  &c.  upon  a centinel ! The  brave  fellow  main- 
tained his  post ; and, , being  joined  by  four  or  five  of 
his  comrades,  riflemen,  returned  the  fire.  No  harm 
was  done,  that  we  hear  of 

The  British  ship  Foictiers,  of  74  guns,  has  been 
off  the  capes  of  Virginia  for  several  days  past,  look- 
ing for  com.  /lodgers'  squadron  ! We  pray  that  she 
may  find  it.  x 

The  frigate  Constitution  and  sloop  of  war  Hornet , 
under  English  colors,  boarded  an  American  vessel  in 
lat.  30,  long.  50.  They  were  searching  for  two  Bri- 
tish frigates  that  were  cruising  off  the  Western  Isl- 
ands. 

Sloop  Jane,  Robinson,  of  Fairfield,  from  New-York 
for  Boston  (with  gin,  teas,  jewelry,  &c.)  was  captur- 
ed on  the  18  i ll  ult,  by  the  British  privateer  Liverpool 
Packet,  every  man,  except  capt.  R.  taken  out,  and  a 
prize-master  and  three  men  put  on  board,  and  or- 
dered for  Liverpool,  N.  S. — two  days  after,  the  mas- 
ter’s mate  (who  navigated  the  sloop)  was  knocked 
over  board  by  the  mainsail ; when  capt.  R.  succeed- 
ed in  securing  the  arms  and  forcing  the  men  to  as- 
sist in  navigating  the  vessel  to  Boston,  where  she  ar- 
rived last  Saturday.  Capt.  R.  had  not  closed  his  eyes 
for  seven  days  and  nights  previous  to  his  arrival  there 
and  came  in  greatly  exhausted. 

Arrived  at  Boston,  the  brig  Mary,  a cartel  from 
St.  John’s,  Newfoundland,  with  76  American  pri- 
soners, chiefly  taken  from  fishing  vessels— -being  at 
the  time  of  her  sailing  all  the  Americans  at  that 
place. 

Tile  brig  South  Carolina  has  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia, as  a prize  to  the  Constitution  frigate,  for  having 
a British  license. 

The  editor  of  the  Democratic  Press  concludes  his 
account  of  the  capture  of  the  Macedonian  by  the 
the  pompous  motto  of  the  British 


stance,  and  a heavy  swell  which  prevailed,  is  ascrib- 
ed the  length  of  the  action.  The  conduct  of  theoffi 
cers,  seamen  and  marines  is  said  to  have  merited 
the  highest  commendation.  The  superiority  of  the 
American  gunnery  was  obvious.  The  Macedonian 
lost  her  mizen-mast,  fore  and  main-top-mast  and 
and  main-yard,  and  was  much  cut  in  her  hull.  The 
damage  sustained  by  the  United  States  was  not  such 
as  to  vender  her  return  into  port  necessary,  had  it 
not  been  considered  important  that  tlie  prize  should 
be  brought  safe  into  port. 

The  killed  on  our  side  were  John  Musser  Funk, 
lieutenant;  John  Archibald,  carpenter;  Thomas 
Bi-own  and  Henry  Shepherd,  seamen;  William 
Murray,  bov ; Michael  O’Donnell  and  John  Ro- 
berts, marines.  The  wounded  were  five  in  number, 
find  arc  recovering. 

On  board  the  Macedonian,  there  were  thirty-six 
killed  and  sixty-eight  wounded.  Among  the  latter 
are  the  first  and  third  lieutenants,  one  master’s 
mate,  and  two  midshipmen, 

Both  vessels  have  arrived  on  our  coast. 

The  news  of  the  third  brilliant  naval  victory  was 
received  in  this  city,  through  the  medium  of  private 
letters,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday  last,  and  having 
been  announced  by  an  extra  from  the  office  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  was  boiled  with  the  most 
lively  demonstrations  of  joy.  The  city  was  general- 
ly and  m some  parts  of  it  brilliantly,  illuminated,  as 
soon  as  the  day  shut  in. 

It  so  happened  that  the  very  evening  of  its  arrival 
had  been  previously  selected  for  "a  naval  boll”in  com- 
pliment to  the  officers  andnavv  generally,  and  par- 
ticularly t.o  captain  Stewart,  in  acknowledgment  of 
his  politeness  to  our  citizens  on  a recent  occasion. — 
A large  and  very  respectable  company  assembled — 
the  scene  was  graced  by  the  presence  of  nearlv 
all  the  beautv  and  fashion  of  our  citv. - 


All  wua  joy  and  gaiety,  such  as  could  scarcely  ad- 
mit of  augmentation.  And  yet  it  was  destined  to 
be  increased.  About  9 o’clock  a rumor  was  spread 
through  the  assembly,  that  lieutenant  Hamilton,  the 
•on  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  had  reached  the! following  lines 
house,  the  bearer  of  the  colors  of  the  Macedonian,  %Yaval Begteter  .- 
and  dispatches  from  coin.  Decatur.  The  gentlemen 
crowded  down  to  meet  him.  He  was  received  with 


“Tin  winds  ami  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 
“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission,  spread*.’* 
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Extract  of  a letter  from  an  American  gentleman  in  Ha- 
lifax to  his  friend  in  U ushington  city,  dated  No- 
vember 9, 1812. 

“Since  1 have  been  here  (about  fifteen  clays)  up- 
wards of  20,000  barrels  of  flour  have  been  brought 
in  by  vessels  under  Swedish  and  Spanish  colors — 1 
most  of  the  shipments  are  from  Boston. 

»Tis  whispered  here  that  the  Indians  m this  quar-j 
ter  will  join  the  Americans  against  the  British  ; I have  j 
heard  several  naval  officers  state  ( and  it  'Was  sup- 
posed to  have  come  from  admiral  Warren)  that  Pe- 
tion , of  St.  Domingo , has  petitioned  the  British  govern- 
ment to  land  him  in  the  Carolina s,  or  on  any  part  of  the 
American  southern  frontier,  that  he  may  form  a junc- 
tion with  the  negroes  in  that  quarter. 

The  American  privateers  annoy  this  place  to  a de- 
gree astonishingly  injurious ; scarcely  a day  passes 
but  crews  are  coming  in  that  have  had.  their  vessels 
taken  and  sunk — a great  many  of  them  are  wounded 
—I  have  set  out  twice  for  home  in  British  vessels, 
via  Campo  Bello,  ancl  have  been  twice  chased  in  by 
the  vigilant  American  privateers.” 

It  has  already  been  noticed  that  the  vessel  captur- 
ed on  Lake  Ontario,  in  which  was  capt.  Brock,  had 
on  board,  among  other  valuable  articles,  $12,000  in 
specie.  This  appears  have  been  the  private  proper- 
tv  of  the  late  major-general  Brock  ; and  the  fact  be- 
ing made  known  to  our  sailors,  they  unanimously 
agreed  to  relinquish  it.  Thus  do  our  tars  beat  the 
enemy,  as  well  in  generosity  as  in  gallantry. 

It  is  now  admitted  we  have* the  full  command  of  On- 
tario. The  Royal  George,  first  battered  by  the  squad- 
ron, and  since  that  severely  handled  by  one  of  our 
forts,  is  propably  unfit  for  service  and  not  worth  re- 
pair. We  expect  particulars. 

The  passengers  from  Halifax,  in  the  late  cartels 
arrived  at  Boston,  state,  that  admiral  Warren  is  quite 
outrageous  because  his  efforts  to  conciliate  America 
into  a surrender  of  her  gallant  seamen,  and  with 
them  her  independence,  has  failed.  He  is  about  to 
commence  the  war  in  “ reality  ” — the  ships  of  war 
have  taken  in  large  quantities  of  shells,  grenades, 
carcasses  and  congreves  and  other  stores,” — we  sup- 
pose the  “ defective  masts”  have  been  removed  to 
" Copenhageniie ” all  the  United  States.  “Angels  and 
ministers  of  grace  defend  us  ! ” Perhaps  sir  John 
may  attempt  to  visit  New-York — if  he  does,  he  will 
find  a warm  reception.  Five  hundred  red-hot  shot 
may  be  discharged  at  him  in  less  than  five  minutes. 
It  is  insinuated,  however,  that  he  will  proceed  to  the 
southward  of  the  Delaware. 


American  Prizes. 
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269.  Barque  Fisher,  from  Rio  Janerio,  with  a very 
valuable  cargo  and  specie — sent  into  Portland  by 
the  Fox  of  Portsmouth. 

270.  Brig  James  Bray,  with  rtim  and  pimento,  has 
arrived  at  Boston,  a prize  to  the  Bunker’s  Hill. 

271.  Brig  Union,  from  Guernsey  for  St.  Christo- 
pher’s,sent  into  New-York  by  the  general  Armstrong 
privateer. 

272.  Brig  Lady  Harriot,  with  a cargo  of  wine,  from 
Cadiz,  has  been  sent  into  New-York  by  the  orders  in 
council  ! — a privateer  of  that  place.  Good  ! 

273.  274,  275,  Three  vessels,  captured  by  the 
same,  and  ransomed. 

276.  Brig  Freedom,  700  hogsheads  of  salt,  from 
Cadiz  for  St.  John’s,  sent  into  Marblehead  by  the 
Thorn  privateer. 

Uj*  It  has  not  been  our  good  fortune,  latterly,  to 
record  the  capture  of  many  prizes.  This  has  not 
arisen  from  want  of  activity  in  out  many  privateer  Sj 


but  from  the  scarcity  of  the  enemy’s  vessels.  Several 
of  them  have  cruized  from  8 to  1U,000  miles  with- 
out seeing  an  Englishman.  Whether  the  British  go- 
vernment is  unable  to  furnish  the  needful  convoys — 
whether  the  merchants  are  unable  to  sustain  the 
great  expense  of  them — whether  at  this  season  of  the 
year  the  Atlantic  is  usually  so  free  qf  their  vessels — 
or  whether  the  commercial  mind  of  the  enemy*  is 
panic  struck  by  the  hardy  exploits  of  our  tars  and 
and  will  not  venture  forth,  time  will  determine.  Our 
privateers  have  done  all  that  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pected of  them. 


Our  little  Navy. 

With  unutterable  pleasure  we  record  another  most  v 
gallant  naval  achievment — a thing  without  precedent 
or  parallel — an  action  svi  generis,  unique,  incompa- 
rable— a British  frigate  dismasted  and  compelled  to 
surrender  in  seventeen  minutes,  with  196  of  her  crew, 
one  third  of  her  number,  killed  and  wounded,  by  a 
vessel  but  little  her  superior  in  force — by  anew  peo- 
ple, unused  to  the  horr.d  business  pf  war;  by  strain 
ges  to  the  thunder  of  cannon. 

We  are  lost  in  astonishment  at  the  effect  of  Dedtr* 
tar's  fire — no  wonder  that  the  Britons  thought  he 
was  enveloped  in  flumes  and  rejoiced,  giving  three 
cheers.  Weak  mortals  ! — they  had  yet  to  learn  the 
great  activity  of  Decatur's  youthful  crew,  and  fee! 
the  power  of  the  vengeance-charged  guns  of  the 
United  States. 

Tims  it  was  with  Hull,  with  Porter , with  Jones 
and  with  Chavncey,  on  the  lake.  Every  shot  had  its 
private  commission  to  revenge  a private  wrong — 
some  lashing  :.t  the  gang-way  of  a British  vessel  of 
war — some  privation  of  food  for  refusing  to  labor  for 
“his  majesty” — some  personal  indignity  which  impe- 
rious Britons  know  so  well  to  give  to  “ Yankee  ras. 
cals.” 

The  gallant  Dodgers, unsuccessful,  vexes  the  deep. 
Like  the  bold  baki  eagie  of  his  epuntrv,  he  darts 
over  the  region  of  waters  in  search  of  his  enemy  ; 
groaning  in  spirit  that  the  foe  is  not  nigh.  But  the 
time  will  come  when  he  shall  reap  a rich  harvest  of 
glory. 

Bain  bridge,  in  the  Constitution,  with  the  sloop 
Hornet , commanded  by  the  excellent  Lawrence,  Was 
near  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic,  hunting  British  fri- 
gates, at  the  date  of  our  last  accounts  from  him. 

Porter , in  the  little  frigate  Essex  is, — we  know 
not  where  ; but  doul  tie  s desirous  of  paying  his  re- 
speots  to  sir  James  Yeo,  of  ttkr  Southampton  ; who, 
dubbed  a knight  by  a king.  Wants  to  be  drubbed  into 
a gentleman  by  a Pf/t'ter .-  and  we  venture  to  say  that 
if  they  meet  the  knight  will  get  a lesson  on  good 
manners. 

The  Constellation,  captain  Stewart , will  soon  be 
at  sea,  to  claim  dec  portion  of  the  laurel;  and  the 
Adams  frigate,  nearly  fitted  out  at  Washington  c it v; 
will  bring  to  the  recollection  of  our  aged  patriots 
the  ardent  zeal  that  distinguished  her  namesake  in 
“ the  times  that  tried  men’s  souls.” 

Let  THE  NAVY  BE  AUGMENTED — AND  IMPRESSMENT 
will  cease.  Let  it  be  done  quickly,  that  the  war 
may  end  with  glorious  safety. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

The  house  of  representatives  were  chiefly  occupi- 
ed on  Thursday  the  3d  inst.  and  several  succeeding 
sittings,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  relative  so  the  bonds  of  the  merchants  for  Bri- 
tish go-  ds  lately  imported,  in  contravention  of  the 
non-importation  law.  The  debate  lias  been  very  ani- 
aiiaetl  and  fuirrestirrg. 
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On  Monday  last,  Mr.  Posey  of  Louisiana  took  his 
seat  in  the  senate. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  9. — Mr  Basset  offered  to  the  house 
. the  following'  resolution  : 

Whereas,  It  is  represented  that  Great  Britain  has 
seized  sundry  persons  fighting  under  the  American 
flag,  laying  claims  to  them  incompatible  with  justice 
and  the  rights  of  the  United  States  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay 
before  this  house  the  information  he  has  received  on 
that  subject,  and  the  measures  taken  to  redress  an 
evil  which  violates  the  rights  and  interests  and  out- 
rages the  feelings,  of  a free  and  independent  people. 

A resolution  was  ultimately  adopted  without  oppo- 
sition, in  the  following  words  : 

“Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
"States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
house  any  information  which  may  be  in  his  posses- 
sion toucirfng  the  conduct  of  British  officers  towards 
persons  taken  in  American  armed  ships.” 

And  a committee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  and  lay  the  resolution  before  him. 


Pennsylvania  Militia. 


As  returned  by  the  Adj’t. 

Gen.  for  the 

year  1812 

RECAPITULATION. 

Infantry, 

.. 

92,583 

Light  infantry,  . 

2,140 

Riflemen,  ... 

2,686 

Cavalry, 

. 1,759 

Artillery, 

• 

. 246 

Total, 

99,414 

ARMS. 

Public  muskets, 

10,284 

Private  do. 

. 1,561 

11,845 

Public  fusees, 

1,829 

Private  do. 

. 14,683 

16,512 

Private  rifles,  . « 

2,009 

Total, 

30,366  . 

It  is  expected  that  considerable  provision  will  be 
made  during  the  present  session,  for  the  militia, 
that  they  may  hold  in  the  present  war,  that  rank, 
which  they  gained  in  the  revolution. 



THE  CHRONICLE. 

William  Hawkins,  Esq.  has  been  re-elected  go- 
vernor of  North  Carolina. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  met  at  Harris- 
burg on  Tuesday  the  1st  inst.  Presley  Carr  Lane, 
was  re-elected  speaker  of  the  senate,  and  John  Todd 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives.  Four  va- 
cancies occurred  in  the  electoral  college — to  -wit,  in 
room  of  Charles  Thompson.*  Adamson  TannehiU , 
Arthur  Moore  and  Charles  Shoemaker,  whose  places 
Were  supplied  by  a joint  vote  of  the  legislature  [88 
to  21]  by  Walter  Franklin,  Alexander  Dysart,  Joseph 
Reed  and.  Charles  Shoemaker,  jun. 

. The  legislature  of  Virginia  met  cn  Monday  the 
30th  ult.  Robert  Taylor  was  re-elected  speaker  of  the 
senate,  and  Andrew  Stephenson  speaker  of  the  house 
of  delegates.  On  the  same  day,  governor  Barbour 
transmitted  to  them  an  excellent  message,  the  great 
length  of  which  forbids  its  insertion  in  the  present 
number  ofthe  Register. 


•This  venerable  old  man  was  too  unwell  for  the 
journey  to  Harrisburgh.  Gen.  TannehiU  and  Mr. 
M oore  are;  with  the  army  at  J3u,fialt)e. 


In  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  ah  amend- 
ment to  tiie  constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
been  proposed — the  object  of  which  is  that,  the  elec- 
tors of  president  and  vice-president  shall  be  chosen 
by  districts  in  each  and  every  state.  We  wish  it 
also  extended  to  the  election  of  members  of  congress, 
and  that  the  districts,  in  each  case,  should  be  confin- 
ed to  the  election  of  one  person  only. 

William  Evstis,  Esq.  has  tendered,  and  the  presi- 
dent has  accepted,  his  resignation  ot  the  office  of 
secretary  at  war.  Gen.  Armstrong  is  spoken  of  as 
bis  successor. 

The  editor  ofthe  Register  is  privately  assured  by 
several  gentlemen  on  whose  judgment  he  places  the 
highest  reliance,  that  the  perpetual  motion  is  actu- 
ally discovered,  as  heretofore  noticed  in  this  paper. 
We  have  not  yet  seen  an  account  of  the  machine 
that  suited  our  idea  as  descriptive  of  the  apparatus, 
but  soon  expect  one.  One  of  the  gentlemen  above 
alluded  to,  a mechanic  of  the  first  class,  says — " To 
me  it  is  self-evident  that  the  perpetual  motion  is  dis- 
covered— it  is  yet  to  be  ascertained  if  it  can  be  ap- 
plied to  useful  purposes.”  The  fact,  however,  i* 
doubted  by  others. 

Valuable  Information. — The  writer  of  this  is  inform- 
ed by  general  Twiggs,  that  there  is  in  this  state 
a large  quantity  af  flint  rock,  of  an  excellent  quality 
for  gun  flints  ; it  lies  about  35  miles  below  Augus- 
ta, near  a place  called  Mobley’s  pond,  in  Burke 
county,  and  not  more  than  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  river  Savannah.  The  quarry  contains  both  the 
opaque  or  black,  and  the  transparent  or  oil  flint ; and 
the  general  often  supplied  himself  fom  it  during 
the  American  war.  Augusta  Chronicle. 

Massena  lias  formed  a junction  with  Marmont, 
and  his  force  is  sixty  thousand  men.  The  siege  of 
Burgos  has  been  raised  by  the  allies. 

The  Russian  account  of  the  great  battle  of  Mo  .kwa 
differs  materially  from  the  French.  It  states  that 
they  only  lost  twenty-five  thousand,  and  that  the 
French  lost  forty-five  thousand  men.  But  the  fact 
is  that  Bonaparte  entered  Moscow  immediately  af- 
ter it. 

The  kingdom  of  Poland  is  re-established  under  the 
sanction  and  patronag’e  of  the  emperor  of  the  French. 
The  act  of  confederation  shall  appear  anon. 

Letters  from  the  British  West  India  islands  give  a 
sad  picture  of  the  sufferings  of  the  people.  The 
negroes  are  fed  on  inferior  sugar  instead  of  corn, 
which  is  450  cents,  cash,  per  bushel.  Flour  has  beeri 
sold  as  high  as  $50  a barrel. 

Melancholy  intelligence. — The  friends  of  the  mis- 
sionary cause  will  read,  with  sincere  and  deep  regret, 
the  following  intelligence  which  is  copied  from  the 
London  Commercial  Chronicle,  of  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember last  : 

“ A letter  from  Seramporo,  dated  March  12th# 
received  September  9,  gives  an  account  of  a fire, 
which  broke  out  in  the  printing  office  at  the  mission 
house  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  11,  and  des- 
troyed 2000  reams  English  paper  (worth  of  these 
£5000  sterling)  and  founts  of  types  in  fourteen  lan- 
guages, besides  English.  The  loss  cannot  be  less 
than  £ 12,000,  and  all  the  literary  labours  of  the  mis- 
sionaries are  interrupted  at  once.” 

The  editor  of  a Liverpool  paper,  speaking  of  the 
President’s  message  of  June,  says,  “It  is  undoubt- 
edly one  of  the  abiest  state  papers  which  ever  issu- 
ed from  the  American  government,  and  must  be  al- 
lowed by  every  person  who  is  capable  of  exercising 
any  candor  on  the  subject,  to  make  out  a very  strong 
case  against  this  country.  It  leaves  a most  irresista- 
ble  impression  in  favor  of  the  American  cause. . On 
the  received  principles  of  public  law  and  national 
justice,  we  have  no  chcmcc  of  justification. 
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Naval  Establishment  j superiority  of  Great  Britain,  which  secures  her  inte- 

grity and  supports  her  dignity,  is  maintained  at  a 
jReport  of  the  committee  appointed  on  tiuit  part  of  lhe\  cost  much  below  the  military  establishments  of  the 
-President's  JWessage  x&nich  relates  to  the  Naval 
.Establishment,  recommending  an  increase  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 


continent.  And  it  is  With  something-  like  exultation, 
as  republicans,  that  they  present  a species  of  nation- 
al force  that,  whilst  it  will  best  subserve  the  nation- 
al defence,  can  operate  least  on  the  national  liberty. 
It  is  a bright  attribute  in  the  history  of  the  ter,  that 
he  has  never  destroyed  the  rights  of  the  nation.  In 


The  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the 
President’s  Message  which  relates  to  the  Naval 
Establishment — report  in  part : 

That  in  performance  of  the  duty  a^si^ied  them  its  (lefence  onlJr  is  to  be  found, 
the  committee  could  not  fail  to  advert*  to  the  re-  Thus  aided  by  economy  and  fortified  by  republican 
port  made  at  the  last  session  of  congress  on  this i PrinciP,e>  }'our  committee  think  they  ought  strongly 


part  ol  their  report 
1 he  little  experience  as  yet  afforded  us  in  naval 
warfare  corroborates  the  principles  there  contended 
for,  and  in  this  view,  they  think  themselves  support- 
ed by  that  passage  in  the  president’s  message  which 
says  : “ Our  trade,  with  little  exception,  has  reached 
our  ports  ; having  been  much  favored  in  it  by  the 
course  pursued  by  a squadron  of  our.  frigates  under 
the  command  of  commodore  Rodgers.” 

T.  hey  therefore  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  it  is 
proper  to  increase  the  naval  establishment.  For  in- 
formation as  to  the  mode  of  increase,  they  applied 
to  the  navy  department,  and  obtained  the  documents 
which  they  submit  to  the  house.  The  comparative 
effect  ot  vessels  ot  different  rates  must  be  consider- 
ed as  demonstrated  by  these  documents.  Yet  were 
your  committee  apprised,  that  in  the  complicated 
system  of  naval  warfare  no  one  principle  could  be  re 


of  a navy  to  the  mad  and  wicked  prospect  of  foreign 
conquest,  or  a silly  contest  to  be  mistress  ot  the 
ocean.  Their  view  is  limitted  to  their  own  defence, 
and  to  enforce  respect  to  their  just  rights.  To  the 
objection  that  it  is  die  nature  of  man  to  run  into  ex- 
tremes, they  answer,  that  it  is  the  end,  not  the  be- 
ginning, we  should  guard  against.  It  is  surely  yield- 
ing much  of  the  argument  to  surrender  all  of  the 
subject  that  is  good,  and  require  submission  to  evil 
that  good  may  come  thereof.  Rather  separate  the 
wheat  from  the  Chaff  j show  the  good  and  the  bad. 
Let  it  be  impressed  on  every  citizen,  that  to  use 
force  to  protect  and  maintain  the  fights  and  liberties 
of  his  country  was  his  first  duty ; whilst  it  is  the 
greatest  of  crimes  to  attack  with  force  the  rights  of 
others. 

It  can  require  no  subtlety  to  enforce  the  distiruP 
tion  between  defence  and  offence.  Neither  can  it  rep- 


lied on  as  applicable  to  all  times  and  all  occasions,  * 

but  that  a patient  comparison  of  many  principles 'H11*1"6  argument  to  prove,  that  the  first  ought  not  to 
was  necessary  to  a just  conclusion.  They  were  ap-lbe  abandoned  as  being  more  than  life's  worth;  though 
prised  that  facility  of  movement  should  be  combined  [tiie  otllev  raay  be  deprecated  as  the  consummation  of 
with  efficiency  of  force.  Nor  were  they  regardless  of!  wiclcciiiiess.  Limitted  to  the  view,  of  defence  and 
the  benefit  of  occasional  division.  Inasmuch  how-!Protecti°n>  the  committee  directed  their  chairman 
ever,  as  great  gain  will  sometimes  follow  from  the!to  ask  leave  °*  tbe  bouse  to  report  a bill  to  increase 

power  to  operate  on  many  points  at  once,  yet  at  TT"’,torl 

others  it  may  be  all  important  to  give  unity  to  your 
force.  To  obtain  the  three  tilings  desired,  it  is  es- 
sential your  naval  establishment  comprise  ships  of 
different  rates. 


the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 

Nave  Department,  13?//  Nov.  1812. 
Sir — I have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  which  you  arc  the  chairman,  cer- 
tain papers  marked  A.  B.  C.  and  D. 

From  the  paper  A.  it  appears  that  a 76  gun  ship 

. ( mounting  86  guns,  discharges  in  one  round  3176  lbs. 

nations  who  have  had  the  fiscal  and  other  means  of  cannon  ball;  that  a 44  gun  frigate  mounting'  54 
ot  procuring  a navy.  Indeed  it  would  seem  almost  guns,  discharges  in  one  round  1488  lbs.  of  cannon 


It  is  evident  too  from  the  documents,  that  you 
economise  in  men  and  money,  by  providing  some  of 
the  larger  ships.  This  conclusion,  so  well  fortified 
by  reason,  is  found  in  unison  with  the  practice  of  all 


the  spontaneous  effect  of  instinct  without  the  aid  of 
reason,  to  oppose  like  with  like.  To  yield  the  ad- 
vantage ot  the  sabre,  the  bayonet,  or  fire  arms,  to 
your  enemy,  would  by  all  men  be  deemed  miserable 
policy.  Can  reason  change  with  the  element  ? Let 


ball ; that  a 76  discharges  at  one  broadside  1588  lbs.„ 
and  that  a 44  gun  frigate,  discharges  at  one  broad- 
side 744  lbs.  of  ball.  The  question  then  arises,  what 
is  the  intrinsic  relative  force  of  a 76  and  a 44  r 

Suppose  two  44  gun  frigates  should  be  brought  in- 


us  then  have  for  defence  76,  38  and  16  gun  ships  : to  combat  with  a 76,  one  on  the  larboard,  the  other 
because  we  are  to  oppose  an  enemy  possessing  all  I on  the  starboard  quarter  ; each  frigate  presenting  a 
these  means  of  attack,  and  because  they  combineibroadsidl?  of  744  lbs.  of  ball,  will  have  to  contend 
a 1 advantages  m naval  warfare.  It  is  not  the  in  ten-]  against  a battery  of  1588  lbs.  As  744  lbs.  is  to  1568 
K+1  yT  ]cornm^lee  to  put  aside  the  gun-boats  ; lbs.  so  would  be  the  relative  metal  of  a 76  and  two 
-if  .jelie^e  tllat.  considering  the  opportunity  large  44  gtn  frigates  ; difference  against  the  frigates 
atiorded  the  in  for  action,  that  an  ample  portion  of  844  lbs.  weight,  of  metal.  It  is  obvious  then,  that 
that  species  of  force  has  been  provided.  Your  coni- (two  44  gun  frigates  could  not  contend  with  a 76, 
mittee  cannot  conclude  their  report  without  bring-  with  the  least  probability  of  success- 
mg^to  thevjew  of  the  house  the  fact,  that  the  naval  ‘ Suppose  a third  frigate,  attacking  alternately  .on 
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329,730 


329,730 


the  starboard,  and  larboard  quarter,  should  join  in 
the  combat,  while  two  of  the  frigates  should  be  ope- 
rating- on  one  quarter,  .with  a difference  in  weight  of 
metal  against  them  of  100  lbs.  the  third  frigate 
would  be  contending  on  the  other,  with  a difference 
against  her  of  844  lbs. 

It  might  he  observed  that  the  frigates  would  all 
attack  on  one  quarter  and  then  with  2232  lbs.  of  irie- 
tai,  they  would  have  to  contend  with  only  1588  lbs. 
having  a difference  in  their  favor  of  644  lbs.  In  re-  man  three  44  gun  frigates,  or  a force  in  frigates  equal 
ply  it  may  be  observed,  that  three  frigates  could  not  to  a 76,  would  then  require  1260  men  ; and  in  this 
take  such  a position,  on  any  one  quarter,  as  would  respect  we  find  a difference  in  favor  of  the  76  of  610 
en.bie  them  to  bring  all  their  broadsides  to  bear  atjnien  ; that  is,  650  men  on  board  of  a 76  can  direct 
once  upon  an  object  moving  through  the  water  with  as  much  force  as  1260  can  on  board  of  three  frigates, 
as  much  celerity  as  themselves — moreover  a frigate  As  to  the  relative  expence,  we  have  hereto- 
fore estimated  the  annual  cost  of  a fri- 
gate of  44  guns,  at  $110,000  ; and  from 


Making  in  this  view  a difference  in  favor 
of  the  76  of 

As  then  $353,000  is  to  $662,730  so  would 
be  the  relative  expense  of  building  and 
equipping  a 76,  and  a force  in  frigates 
equal  to  a 76,  making  a difference  in 
favor  of  the  76  of 
By  the  paper  A.  it  appears  that  a 76  requires  to 
man  her  650  men,  and  that  a 44  requires  420.  To 


would  always  avoid  the  broadside  of  a 76 — for  one 
Well  directed  broadside  from  a 76  at  close  shot 
would  inevitably  blow  her  out  of  the  water.  Wit 


would  attack  in  various  directions,  change  their  po- 
sitions frequently,  and  avoid  the  tremendous  battery 
of  a 76  as  much  as  possible. 

Besides,  a 76  is  built  of  heavier  timber,  is  intrin- 
sically much  stronger  than  a frigate,  in  all  her  works, 
and  can  sustain  battering  much  longer  and  with  less 
injury.  A shot  which  would  sink  a frigate,  might 
be  received  by  a 76,  with  but  little  injury — it  might 
.pass  between  wind  and  water  through  a frigate,  when 
it  would  stick  in  the  frame  of  a 76. 

All  things  considered,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
one  76 'gun  ship  mounting-  86,  is  equal  in  combat  to 
three  frigates  mounting  162.  gums.  Admitting  this 
equality,  other  questions  present  themselves  for  con- 
sideration— and 

1st.  What  is  the  relative  expanse  of  building  and 
equip  [ling  these  vessels  ? 

2cl.  What  is  the  relative  numbers  of  their  crews? 
3d-  What  is  the  relative  annual  expense  in  actual 
service .? 

To  ascertain  the  expence  of  building  and 
equipping  a frigate,  we  will  take  the 
actual  cost  of  one  of  our  largest,  viz. 
the  President,  which  was  $220,910;  a 
frigate  would  then  cost  $220,910 

The  cost,  of  a 76  cannot  be  so  easily  ascer- 
tained , — however,  from  the  papers  B. 
and  C.  we  may,  I, think,  estimate  the 
expense  of  building  and  equipping  a 76 
at  not  exceeding  333,000 

The  construction  then  of  a force  in  fri- 
gates, equal  in  combat,  to  a 76  gun  ship, 
would  cost 


662,730 


the  best  information  we  can  obtain  upon, 
the  subject,  the  annual  expence  of  a 76 
■rt’ill  not  exceed  $202,1 10 

The  annual  expence  then  of  three  frigates,  or  a 
force  in  frigates  equal  to  a 76,  would  be  $330,000  ; 
while  a 76  would  not  cost  exceeding  202,110  ; mak- 
ing, in  this  respect,  a difference  in  favor  of  the  76  of 
$127,890  annually. 

In  examining  the  relative  strength  of  frigates  and 
ships  of  war  and  g-un-bcats,  we  slid!  find  similar  re- 
sults in  favor  of  the  larger  class  of  vessels. 

Hence  if  the  only  object  in  view  was  to  employ  the 
greatest  intrinsic  naval  force,  at  the  least  expence, 
I should  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  decid- 
ing that  we  ought  to  have  none  but  ships  of  the  great- 
est magnitude.  But  in  providing  a naval  armament 
there  are  other  considerations  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance. We  should  inquire  what  kind  of  force  will, 
most  probably,  be  brought  against  us  ; with  what 
description  of  force  can  we  meet  the  enemy,  with 
the  greatest  probability  of  success,  and  afford  the 
most  effectual  protection  to  our  commerce  ; and  up- 
on these  highly  interesting  points,  1 will  take  the  li- 
berty of  submitting  a Very  valuable  communication 
(U.)  received  from  Charles  Stewart,  esq-,  a captain  in 
tile  navy  of  the  United  States- — an  officer  of  great  ob- 
servation, distinguished  talents,  and  very  extensive 
professional  experience — observing, -that  I believe  all 
the  most  enlightened  officers  in  our  service  concur 
in  the  opinions  he  has  expressed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  PAUL  HAMILTON. 
The  hon.  Bur-well  Basset , 


Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee, 
of  the  House  of  Representatives., 

(A.)  STATEMENT  shewing  the  number  ami  description  of  guns  mounted  ou  vessels  of  different  classes,  the  weight  of  ball  in  a round 
in  each,  the  weight  of  a broadside,  the  number  af  men  required  for, each,  the  annual  expence  in  actual  service  of  each,  the  annual 
'i*  "'  i hy  the  gu.i;  by  each  man,  by  tite  weight  of  metal,  and  tlie  relative  power  of  each  man  in  each  description  of 
mted  in  weight  of  metal. 
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(H.)  | was  made -we  had  no  yards,  of  course  "wharfage  or 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  and  equipping  u\ rent  of  yard  was  then  included,  and  we  do  not  i ioiv,as 
seventy  four  gun  ship  of  sixteen  httndrd  and  tweuty\  then,  give  such  quantities  of  rum  to  laborers,-  this 
tons,  prepared  some  years  since  by  Joshua  Hum plu-eys,  item  may  be  reduced  one  half, 
esquire,  of  Philadelphia,  a shipright  of  great  re • (to  be  continued.) 

spectubility  and  professional  talents. 


Live  oak  timber, 

# 40,000 

White  oak  and  pine  do. 

30,000 

Labor,  ..... 

, 85,100 

Cables,  rigging.  Sec. 

32,400 

Smith’s  work,  .... 

. 30,400 

Anchors,  marling. 

8,700 

Sailmaker’s  bills,  two  suits,  including 

canvas,  16,200 

Joiner’s  bill,  including  stuffy 

. 7,800 

Carver’s  bill, 

1,620 

Tanner's  ditto,  . 

700 

Rigger’s  ditto,  .... 

2,240 

Painter’s  ditto,  .... 

. 3,240 

Cooper’s  ditto,  .... 

4,860 

Biockmaker’s  ditto,  . 

. 3,240 

Boatbuilder’s  ditto. 

1,620 

Plumber’s  ditto, 

. 2,430 

Ship  chandlery,  .... 

9,-720 

Turner’s  bill,  .... 

. 1,215 

Copper  bolts,  . 

10,960 

Sheathing  copper,  nails,  &c. 
Woolens  for  sheathing,  . 

. 17,440 

. 1,215 

311,100 

Contingencies,  .... 

31,600 
*#  342,700 

(c.) 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  and  equipping  a 
76  gun  ship,  from  the  actual  expence  of  building  and 
equipping  the  f rigate  President. 

The  President,  of  1,444  tons,  cost  #220,910, 
say,  per  ton  #153 — a 76  would  ton  1,620 
—1,620  tons,  at  #153  #247,860 

Add  for  additional  guns  and  gam  carriages  13,599 
Additional  cubic  feet  of  timber  in  the  frame 

about  4,000  feet,  at  #125  5,000 

For  additional  weight  of  rigging,  anchors, 
and  other  materials,  add  10  per  cent. ; on 
the  cost  of  the  tonnage,  #247,860,  at  10 
per  cent.  24,785 


#296,245 
[Say  #300,000 


*Notes  by  an  experienced  gentleman. 

° Labor,” — 7 his  item  was  calculated  at  a time  when 
ship  carpenter’ s wages  were  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  day  ; they  can  now  be  obtained  at  two  dollars. 

“ Cables  and  rigging.” — When  the  above  estimate 
was  made  the  price  was  sixteen  dollars  ; they  can  now 
be  obidined  at  fifteen  dollars. 

**  Carver’s  bill.” — Expensive  carving  on  the  head 
and  stern  is  abolished — one  thousand  dollars  may  be  de- 
ducted from  this  item. 

“ Jiigger’s  hill.” — We  employ  seamen  at  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month : this  item  may  be  Considerably  reduced. 

“ Painter’s  bill” — The  present  practice  of  painting 
our  skips  of  war  differs  so  much  from  that  first  adopted, 
both  in  point  of  labor  and  colors , that  one  third  of  this 
item  may  be  safely  deducted. 

“ Woolen  for  sheathing’*—  JVow  exploded : experi- 
ence having  established  the  fact , that  it  occasions  an 
absorption  and  retention  of  salt  water,  which  corrodes 
the  copper  inside,  &c.  nor  could  the  copper  be  laid  on 
so  smooth  as  without  it. 

“ Co tiiiugenqiesP—rJlt  the  time  the  abort: 


British  Order  in  Council. 

His  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  in  Council. 

Whereas,  in  consequence  of  information  having 
been  received  of  a declaration  of  war  by  the  Uni  to  a 
States  of  America  against  his  majesty,  and  of  the 
issue  of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  bv  the  said 
government  against  his  majesty  and  his  subjects,  an 
order  in  council,  bearing  date  the  31st  of  July,  was 
issued,  directing  that  American  ships  and  goods 
should  be  brought  in  and  detained  till  further  orders; 
and  whereas  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent 
acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty, 
forbore  at  that  time  to  direct  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  to  be  issued  against  the  ships,  goods  and 
citizens  of  the  said  United  Stales  of  America,  under 
the  expectation  that  the  said  government  would,  up- 
on the  notification  of  the  order  in  council  of  the  22d 
of  June  last,  forthwith  recal  and  annul  the  said  de- 
claration of  war  against  his  majesty,  and  also  annul 
the  said  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal. 

And  whereas  the  said  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  upon  due  notification  to  them  of 
the  said  orders  in  council  of  the  23d  of  June  Iasi", 
did  not  think  fit  to  recal  the  said  declaration  of  war 
and  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  but  have  pro- 
ceeded to  condemn  and  persisted  in  condemning  the 
slops  and  property  of  his  majesty’s  subjects,  as  prize 
of  war,  and  have  refused  to  ratify  a suspension  of 
arms  agreed  upon  between  lieutenant-general  sir 
George  Prevost,  his  majesty’s  governor-general  of 
Canada,  and  gen.  Dearborn,  commanding  the  Ame- 
rican forces  in  the  Northern  provinces  of  the  United 
States,  and  have  directed  hostilities  to  be  recom- 
menced in  that  quarter. 

His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  acting  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty  and  with  the 
advice  of  his  majesty’s  privy  council,  is  hereby  pleas- 
ed to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  general 
reprisals  be  granted  against  the  ships,  goods  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  others 
inhabiting  within  the  territories  thereof  (save  and 
except  any  vessels  to  which  his  majesty’s  licence  has 
been  granted,  or  which  have  been  directed  to  be 
released  from  the  embargo,  and  have  not  terminated 
the  original  voyage  on  which  they  were  detained  and 
released,  &c.) 

His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  is  neverthe- 
less pleased  hereby  to  declare  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  majesty,  that  nothing  in  this  order 
contained  shall  be  understood  to  recal  or  affect  the 
declaration  whicli  his  majesty’s  naval  commander  on 
the  American  station  has  been  authorised  to  make  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America — 
namely,  that  his  royal  highness,  animated  by  a sin- 
cere desire  to  arrest  the  calamities  of  war,  has  au- 
thorised the  said  commander  to  sign  a convention, 
recalling  and  annulling  from  a day  to  be  named,  ali 
hostile  orders  issued  by  the  respective  governments 
with  a view  of  restoring  without  delay  the  relations 
of  sanity  and  commerce  between  his  majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America. 

From  the  court  at  Carlton-house,  the  13th  of  Off' 
tober,  1812. 

Signed,  Castlereagh,  Liverpool \ &c. 
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Documents  accompanying  the  annual  Treasury  Report. 


An  estimate  of  the  principal  redenned  of  the  debt  of  the  U.  States,  from  the  ls£  Oct.  1811,  to  the  30th  Sept 
1812*  and  also  from  the  1st  April,  1801,  to  the  30th.  Sept  1812. 


Redemption  from  1 st 
October,  18  ll, to  the 
30th  Sept.  1812. 

Redemption  fr. 
1st  April,  1801,  to 
30th  Sept.  1811, 
per  the  secreta- 
ry’s report  of  the 
25th  Nov.  1811. 

Total  principal  re- 
deemed, from  the  1st 
April,  1801,  to  30 lb 
September,  1812. 

The  amount  of  warrants  issued  on  the  treasurer  of  the  U. 
States,  on  account  of  the  interest  of  the  domestic  debt, 
and  of  the  reimbursement  of  the  old  6 per  cent,  and 
deferred  stocks,  from  the  1st  Oct.  18 11, -to  the  30tli 
Sept.  1812,  exclusive  of  a repayment  of  $24,927  30, 
and  of  the  reimbursement  of  part  of  the  converted 
Stock,  and  tlie  purchase  of  Louisiana  6 per  cent,  as 
stated  below,  was  . . . $3,210,418  28 

Deduct  interest,  which,  accrued  during 
the  same  period,  calculated  quarter- 
yearly  . . . . . . 1,686,821,  89 

Reimbursement  of  the  old  6 per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks 

1,523,596  39 

13,312,846  57 

14,836,442  9*6 

Do.  of  the  navy  6 per  cent,  stock  .... 

711,700 

712,700 

Do.  of  the  five  and  a half  per  cent,  stock 

> 

1,847,500 

1,847,500 

Do.  of  the  four  and  a half  per  cent,  stock  . 

176,000 

176,000 

Do.  and  purchase  of  eight  per  cent,  stock  ' . 

6,359,600 

6,359,600 

Do.  do.  of  exchanged  6 per  cent,  stock  ... 

6,293,351  12 

6,293,351  12 

Do.  of  converted  6 per  cent,  stock  . . 

1,294,452  29 

1,294,452  29 

Purchase  of  Louisiana  6 p.  cent,  stock;  (cost  $11 6,761  17) 

118,500 

118,500 

Payments  for  lands,  in  certificates  of  the  debt  of  the  U.  S. 
Do.  to  foreign  officers,  and  for  certain  parts  of  the  do- 
mestic debt  . ■ . 

268,240  70 

268,240  70 

1,917  31 

90,092  58 

92,009  89 

Do.  on  account  of  domestic  loans  . . 

3,440,000 

3,440,000 

Reimbursement  of  the  foreign  debt  . . . . 

10,075,004 

10,075.004 

(«)2,938,465  99 

42,574,334  97 

(5)45,512,800  96 

faj  There  was  received  on  loan  from  1st  October,  1811,  to  30th  September,  1812  . • $5,847,212  50 

From  which  deducting-  the  principal  redeemed  . . . . . . . 2,938,465  99 


Leaves  for  the  actual  increase  of  debt  during  that  period 


. 2,978,745  51 


( b J To  this  sum  of  . 45,512,800  96 

must  be  added 

Difference  between  the  nominal  amount  of  3 per  cent,  slock  extinguished,  and 

that  of  converted  stock,  issued  under  the  act  of  11th  February,  1807  $1,001,458  45 

Difference  between  the  nominal  amount  of  6 per  cent.and  deferred  stocks,  are 

here  stated,  and  the  amount  actually  reimbursed,  as  per  accounts  settled 

at  the  treasury,  arising  from  unclaimed  dividends  and  arrears  of  interest  324,274  91 

. - Od  d6 

From  which  deduct  reimbursement  on  stock,  paid  in  for  land,  prior  to  the 
30th  September,  1805.  . . . . ...  . . . 4,229  90 

* — 1,321,503  4t> 

True  amount  reimbursed,  from  1st  April,  1801,  to  30th  September,  1812  . $46,834,504  42  ' 


STATEMENT  of  the  amottnt  of  monies  obtained  on  loans  by  the  U.  States , during  the  year  1812,  so  far 
as  ascertained  at  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  December,  1812. 


PLACES. 

For  stock  bearing  an 
interest  of  6 p.  cent. 

By  special  contract  1 
at  6 p.  cent,  interest. 

For  treasury  notes.  | 

Total. 

Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire 
Portland,  Maine 

Boston  and  Salem,  Massachusetts 

17,600 

744,100 

50,000 

1,000,000 

400,000 

17,600 

50,000 

2,144,100 

Providence,  Rhode -Island  . . . 

.Hartford,  Connecticut  . 

New -York  . . ... 

94,200 

6,200 

1,733,000 

1,600,000 

94,200 

6,200 

3,333,000 

Philadelphia  . ..... 

2,502,300 

400,000 

1,295,000 

1 4,197,300 

Baltimore 

1,117,700 

200,000; 

90,000 

1,407,700 

Washington  . ..... 

498,600 

100,000 

150,000 

748, 6UO 

Richmond,  Virginia  ’ 

326,100 

250,000 

576,100 

Charleston,  S.  Carolina.  . . 

375,400 

150,000 

525,400 

$7,415,200 

1 2,150,000 

3,535,000 

- 13', 100,200 

Of  the  above  sum  there  was  loaned  by  individuals 

. $3,870,200 

by  banks 

, . . . 

. 

. 9,130,000 
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Statement  of  receipts  and  payments  at  the  Treasury,  of 
" the  U.  S.  from  1st  Oct.  1811,  to  30th  Sept.  1812. 
Cash  in  the  treasury,  sub- 
ject to  warrant,  Octo- 
ber, 1811...  3,947,818  36 

Received  for  the  proceeds  of  the 

Customs  . . . . 9,907,990  80 

Arrears  of  internal  reve- 
nues and  direct  tax  7,066  07 

Sales  of  public  lands  822,599  64 
Cents  and  half  cents 

coined  at  the  mint  7,975  95 

Fees  on  patents  6,99  00 

Public  arms  sold  to  states  29,434  50 
Public  property  sold  1,119  51 

Postage  of  letters  85,000  00 

Salt  works  in  the  Illinois 

territory  7,910  25 

Fines,  penalties  and  for- 
feitures 80  95 

Consular  receipts  under 
the  act  of  Apr.  14,  1792  1,161  14 

Treasurer’s  drafts  lost 

or  destroyed  52  50 

Repayments  57,565  59 

10,934,946  90 
Loan  5,847,212  50 

16,782,159  40 


§20,729,977  76 

Payment  on  the  following  accounts,  viz. 
civtl  ryrr.  s- -ns,  both  foreigx  a>*d  domestic,  viz. 
Civil  list  proper  . . . • . 816,655  13 

Light  house  establishment  . . 131,420  4 

Grants  and  miscellaneous  claims  . 22,073  58 

Marine  hospital  establishment  . . 56,062  6 

Mint  establishment  ....  15,206  22 

Public  buildings  in  Washington  . 14,000 

Furniture  for  the  President’s  house  . 300 

Military  pensions  . . . . 94,358  44 

Unclaimed  merchandise  . . . 280  2 

^Purchase  of  books  for  congress  . 1,000 

Third  census  . . . . 68,799  11 

Consular  receipts,  under  act  of  April  14, 

1792  .......  1,161  14 

Prize  money  for  the  navy  pension  fund  478 
Relief  of  the  citizens  of  Venezuela  47,840  73 
Survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  13,308  68 
Better  accommodation  of  the  General 

Post-Office,  &c.  ....  11,853  91 

Prisoners  of  war  . . . . 5,000 

Trading  houses  with  the  Indians  . 16,870 
Road  from  Cumberland  to  the 

Ohio  38,020  75 

Roads  within  the  state  of  Ohio  20,000 
Do.  under  treaty  of  Browns- 

tovvn  445  50 

58,466  25 

Surveys  of  public  lands  17,264  19 
Ascertaining  land  titles  in 

Louisiana  9,101  48 

26,365  67 

Intercourse  with  foreign  nati- 
ons, Barbary  treaties,  seamen  364,039  21 
Contingent  expences  of  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations  42,538  30 
American  claims  assumed  by 
the  Louisiana  convention  4,992  86 

411,570  37 

Military  expences,  viz. 

Military  department,  fortifi- 
cations, ordnance,  militia, 
volunteers  7,770,30 0 

Indian  departiqeiit  230,975 

' f f___8;'Q0I;275 


Total  brought  up  9,824,344  3“ 
Naval  expences,  viz. 

Naval  department,  marine 
corps,  navy  yards  3,107,501  54 

Public  debt , viz. 

Interest  and  charges  2,498,013  19 

Reimbursement  of  princi- 
pal 2,938,465  99 

5,436,479  18 

Balance  i«  the  treasury,  sub- 
ject to  warrants  September 
30,  1812  5,361,652  69 

§20,729,977  76 


Pennsylvania  Legislature. 

Mr.  G emmie’s  Resolutions , on  the  subject  of  the  Wap, 
&c.  read  in  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania , Deecm^ 
ber  5th. 

Viewing  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  relations, 
we  with  astonishment  and  regret,  behold  ti  e empe- 
ror of  the  French  withholding  from  our  country, 
those  indemnifications  which  ought  to  have  been 
rendered  with  liberality  and  promptness. 

Afier  the  injustice  of  Great  Britain,  had,  by  long 
continued  practice,  acquired  the  name  of  right ; af- 
ter the  forbearance  and  neg’oeiating  practice  of  the 
American  government  had  assumed  the  appearance 
and  incurred  the  name  of  coioardice : — War  is  re- 
luctantly, unavoidably  but  decisively  declared. 

•With  condecension  unexampled — with  a love  of 
peace  which  cannot  be  exceeded,  except  by  that  Di- 
vine fountain  from  which  it  proceeds,  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  dispatch  announces 
to  the  British  government  tine  existence  of  war,  and 
the  equitable,  easy,  and  honorable  means  by  which 
its  progress  might  be  arrested,  a..d  its  calamities 
permanently  prevented. 

But  this  extraordinary  proof  of  a humane  and 
pacific  disposition  is  treated  with  contempt.  Fa- 
in ilarized  to  the  slaughter  of  man  around  our  globe, 
his  Britannic  majesty  prefers  the  effusion  of  human 
blood,  before  the  suspension  of  the  grossly  immoral 
practice  of  impressment,  even  during  the  short 
space  of  an  armistice  agreed  on  for  the  purpose  of 
ne^ociating  a just  and  honorable  peace  ; nay,  before 
a simultaneous  relinquishment  of  that  practice,  and 
an  exclusion  by  the  American  government,  of  British 
seamen  from  our  navy. 

But  what  atrocities  are  too  enormous  to  be  found 
in  that  government,  whose  characteristic  features  are 
cruelty  and  perfidy ; which  stimulates  the  savage  to 
drench  Jiis  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  in  tile  blood 
of  our  frontier  men,  women  and  infants ; which,  mak- 
ing the  most  solemn  professions  of  friendship  and 
peace,  strives,  by  the  malignant  breath  of  its  secret 
emissaries  to  kindle  in  our  nation  dissatisfaction,  dis- 
coid, rebellion,  and  civil  war,  with  all  its  sanguinary 
and  horrible  consequences  ! Thus  is  extinguished, 
in  the  American  government,  and  in  every  American 
bosom,  the  last  hope  of  finding  in  the  conduct,  of  G. 
Britain  towards  the  United  States,  a single  volunta- 
ry act  of  justice  or  humanity. 

' Impressed  with  these  considerations,  and  vrtth 
others  of  a collateral  and  subordinate  nature : We 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  common - 
■wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  general  assembly  met , do 
adopt  the  following  resolutions  : 1 

1st.  Resolved,  that  the  declaration  of  war  against 
the  United  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
issued  by  the  general  government,  on  the  18th  of 
June  las(,  is  the  result  of  solemn  deliberation,  sqmicl 
wisdom  and  imperious  necessity. 
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2d.  Resolved,  That  the  sword  being  drawn,  should 
never  be  sheathed  till  our  wrongs  are  redressed, 
our  commerce  unfettered,  and  our  citizens  freed 
from  the  danger  of  British  impressment,  of  imprison- 
ment in  the  floating  dungeons  of  the  British  navy, 
painful  necessity  of  fighting  the  battles  of  a detested 
enemy,  against  their  fathers,  their  brethren,  their 
native  country,  and  their  friends. 

3d.  Resolved,  that  to  exert  all  the  energies  of  his 
body,  of  his  mind,  and  of  his  property,  to  bring 
the  ex  is  ti rig-  war  to  a speedy,  just  and  honorable  is- 
sue, and  to  teach  our  insolent  foe,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans are  as  free  from  timidity  and  weakness  in 
battle,  as  from  covert  and  disguise  in  negoeiation,  is 
a duty  which  every  citizen  of  the  Union  owes  to  him 
self,  to  his  country,  and  to  his  God. 

4th.  Resolved,  that  true  liberty  of  speech  and  of 
the  press,  should  remain  unimpaired — the  laws  on 
treason  should  be  immediately  and  carefully  revis- 
ed, and  treasonable  words  and  acts,  be  more  minute- 
ly and  intelligibly  defined. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  with  painful  regret  we  con- 
template the  refusal,  by  the  executive  authorities 
of  two  states  in  the  union  to  furnish,  on  the  presi- 
dent’s demand,  their  quota  of  militia  for  the  defence 
of  the  sea  coast;  and  that  whatever  measures  the 
wisdom  of  the  national  legislature  may  adopt  on  this 
lamentable  subject,  shall  meet  our  concurrence  and 
receive  our  support. 

6lh.  Resolved.,  That  the  promptness,  the  zeal, 
and  the  wisdom,  with  which  the  governor  of  this 
C mimonwealth  has  executed  the  orders  of  the  presi- 
dent, since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  entitle 
him  to  the  gratitude  of  this  general  assembly,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  nation. 

7th.  Resolved,  That  to  attain  and  defend  our 
rights  against  England  and  France,  or  against  any 
aggressing  power  upon  earth,  we  we  will  rally  and 
fight,  and.  conquer  or  die,  under  the  banner  of  that 
Omnipotent  God,  who,  enlighten  ng  the  councils  and 
invigorating  the  armies  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
conducted  our  arms  to  victory,  to  independence,  to 
happiness,  to  glory. 

8th.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  common- 
wealth be  instructed  to  transmit  a copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
M’ith  a request  that  lie  communicate  them  to  con- 
gress. 


Legislature  of  Virginia. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Co  it  vr,  r l-C  a am  b rm , jYov.  39,  1812. 

T;o  the  Senate  and  House  o f Delegates , 

It  would  have  been  to  me,  fellow-citizens,  a source  of  great  plea- 
sure, could  I have  communicated  to  you;  that  since  your  last  ses- 
sion the  two  great  contending  powers  of  .Europe,  sensible  of  their 
injustice  towards  ws,  had  at  last  abandoned  their  offensive  measures, 
and  made  honorable  reparation  for  the  insults  and  injuries  they 
bad  so  long1,  and  so  wantonly  inflicted  upon  the  United  Stat-s. 

It  is  painful,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  obliged  to  state,  that  the  con- 
duct of  these  powers  has  been  essentially  otherwise. 

Whilst  France  was  wantonly  committing  ine  most  lawless  and 
unprincipled  outrages,  she  was  nevertheless  making  strong  pro- 
fessions of  friendship.  This  induced  a hope  on  the  part  of  the  ge- 
neral government  that  by  remonstrance,  and  negoeiation,  it  might 
be  possible  to  avoid  a resort  to  the  last  extremity  against  that  pow- 
er. Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  as  little  restrained  by  con- 
silk-rations  of  justice,  and  availing  herself  of  her  naval  superiority, 
continued  not  only  her  acts  of  violence  by  which  our  commerce 
was  harrassedon  every  ocean.  bu<  adder!  injuries  peculiar  tuber- 
self,  and  boldly  proclaimed  her  unalterable  determination  to  perse- 
vere in  her  iniquitous  course. 

Although  it  would  be  as  painful  as  humiliating  to  recapitulate,  in 
detail,  the  -wrongs  which  this  power  for  a series  of  years  has  done- 
us,  yet  a rapid  review' of  the  most  important  incidents,  during  that 
time,  may  not  be  without  its  use,  as  it  will  present  a volume  of  evi- 
dence, demonstrating  to  the  world  the  ardor  with  which  America 
has  cherished  peace,  her  patie  ce  and  long  sufferingjunder  injustice 
and  oppression,  auu  the  imperious  necessity  which  finally  compel- 
led her  to  assume  a hostile  attitode. 


At  the  commencement  of  the  war  so  afflicting  to  humanity  and 
w hich  lias  so  long  desolated  Europe,  America,  just  recovered  from 
the  convulsive  throes  of  her  own  revolution,  and  at  peace  with  the 
w orld,  was  reposing  under  the  benign  influence  of  a government 
founded  upon  the  rights,  and  having  for  its  object  the  happiness  of 
man,  administered  by  the  genius  of  a Washington,  whose  illustri- 
ous v irtues,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  nation,  had.  obtained 
for  him  the  most  honorable  of  all  titles,  that  of  father  of  his  coun- 
try. Under  such  auspicious  circumstances,  she  was  marching  with 
rapid  strides  to  the  fulfilment  of  her  high  destinies. This  pros- 

perous career  could  he* arrested  only  by  the  interruption  of  her 
peace.  Its  preservation,  therefore,  as  consonant  to  her  inclinations 
as  to  her  interest,  became  the  object  of  unceasing  solicitude.  And 
that  nothing  might  be  attributed  to  her,  which  should  .justify  the 
belligerent  powers,  in  disturbing  the  peaceful  attitude  she  had  de- 
termined to  preserve,  she  invariably  maintained  towards  each  an 
imp-ortial  neutrality  ; she  discharged  with  the  most  scrupulous  fi- 
delity every  obligation  imposed  by  justice,  performed  with  cheer- 
fulness every  act  of  kindness,  dictated  by  friendship,  and  took  no 
farther  interest  in  the  troubled  scene?  of  Europe,  than  to  weep 
over  the  folly  and  wickedness  w hich  kept  alive  a w ar,  every  wlnre 
marked  with  unusual  carnage  and  desolation. 

With  such  dispositions  and  such  conduct,  she  might  well  have 
hoped  that  her  rights  would  have  been  respected  and  her  peace  un- 
disturbed. How  far  this  just  expectation  has  been  realized,  let  the 
long  and  bloody  roil  of  acts  of  injustice  and  violence,  perpetrated 
by  Great  Britain,  answer. 

She  had  scarcely  become  a party  to  the  war,  when,  with  the  avow- 
ed and  wicked  purpose  of  starving  thirty  millions  of  people,  site 
directed  her  cruizers,  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  nations,  to  seize, 
and  bring  into  her  ports  every  American  vessel,  bound  to  France 
with  provisions,  and  not  content  with  this  offensive  measure  her- 
self, she  solicited  her  allies  to  co-operate  with  her,  aud  actually 
bound  them  by  treaties  to  follow  her  example.  She  next  inter- 
dicted ouv  direct  trade  between  the  cplonies  of  her  enemy  and  the 
mother  country — then  she  would  not  permit  that  trade  by  the  circa- 
tim/s  route — an  aggression  which  (independent  of  its  intrinsic  enor- 
mity) was  characterised  hy'  perfidy  < inasmuch  as,  hv  the  solemn  de- 
cisions of  her  ow  n courts,  that  trade  had  been  pronounced  legiti- 
mate. Our  citizens,  confiding  in  this  pledge,  covered  the  ocean 
with  their  vessels When,  to  the  indignant  amazement  of  Ame- 
ricans, by  an  ear  post  facto  regulation,  British  cruisers  were  let  loose 
upon  their  property,  to  the  ruin  of  the  owners.  Her  new  and  un 
warrantable  system  of  blockade,  interdicted  our  intercourse  with 
whole  countries: — She  caused  her  vessels  of  war  to  hover  around 
our  coasts— infest  our  harbors,  insult  our  sovereignty,  and  murder 
our  citizens.  She  caused  thousands  of  our  native  horn  seamen  to 
be  impressed  on  the  high  seas,  and  torn  from  their  homes,  their  fa- 
milies and  their  country finally,  by  her  orders  in  council,  she  in- 
solently assumed  the  power  of  regulating  our  commerce,  thereby 
reducing  us,  if  submission,  on  our  part,  had  followed,  to  a state  of 
colonial  vassalage. 

America,  amidst  these  outrages,  continued  to  give  new  proofs  of 
her  pacific  disposition,  and  actually  retired  from  the  ocean  ; there* 
by  abandoning  for  a time,  one  of  the  essential  prerogatives  of  so- 
vereign power ; a measure  accompanied  with  a sacrifice,  for  ex- 
tent and  duration,  without  a parallel. 

It  will  ever  be  reinembeved,  for  it  forms  an  important  epoch  in 
our  transactions  with  Great  Britain,  with  what  eagerness,  upon 
t'-c  first  appearance  of  an  amicable  disposion  on  the  part  uf  that 
power,  the  American  government  seized  the  opportunity  to  renew 
by  an  arrangement  with  her  representative  here,  our  friendly  re- 
lations:— With  what  forbearance  it  east  the  mantle  of  oblivion  over 
the  w rongs  we  had  suffered— and  although  millions  of  our  proper- 
ty, lawlessly  plundered  by  Great  Britain,  were  unrestored— al- 
though thousands  of  our  seamen  w’ere  in  captivity,  and  her  hands 
were  reeking  with  the  imattoned-for  blood  of  our  citizens,  yet  we 
generously  forgave  aU,  and  extended  to  her  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship. 

Had  Great  Britain  cherished  a disposition  for  peace,  there  was 
nothing  to  W'hich  she  could  object  in  this  arrangement.  Yet  she 
thought  proper  to  disavow  ft,  to  recall  the  agent  who  made  it,  upon 
the  pretended  ground  of  having  exceeded  his  instructions,  ami  to 
appoint  a successor  whose  character  was  every  way  suited  to  the 
unfriendly  designs  she  harbored  against  us;  remonstrance  and  an 
interdiction  of  commercial  intercourse  were  the  only  measures  to 
w hich  America  recurred,  upon  an  occasion  which  would  have  jus- 
tified a resort  to  extremities. 

France  at  length  announced  her  determination  to  rescind  her 
iniquitous  decrees.  The  American  government  again  pressed 
Great  Britain,  incompliance  with  her  uniform  promises,  to  follow 
the  example  set  by  her  rival,  and  hopes  were  entertained  that  she 
would  yield  to  her  interest,  w hat  had  been  refused  to  justice.— 
Whilst  the  American  government  wras  indulging  this  expectation, 
and  chesishiug  the  prospect  that  peace  might  yet  Ire  preserved ; the 
prince  regent  by  his  proclamation  of  the  21st  of  April,  announced 
the  fixed  purpose  of  his  government  to  persevere  in  the  offensive 
course  it  had  so  long  pursued,  unless  France  should  rescind  entire- 
ly (not  only  as  it  regarded  America,  but  all  nations ) her  illegal  de- 
crees—a subject  in  which  -ve  had  no  essential  concern.  About  this 
time,  satisfactory  evidence  was  obtained  of  a project,  planned  by 
Gn  at  Britain,  of  endeavoring  to  affect,  by  a secret  agent,  the  dis- 
memherrnemt  of  these  states,  through  ail  the  horrors  of  a civil  war : 
a schema,  to  the  intrinsic  darkness  of  which  were  added  deeper 
shades  of  guilt,  from  the  circumstances  of  its  being  carried  on  at 
the  very  moment,  when  through  her  accredited  agent  here,  she 
was  indulging  in  the  most  amicable  professions.  The  measure  of 
her  outrages  being  thus  filled,  and  that  of  our  patience  exhausted, 
the  unpleasant,  alternatives,  of  an  appeal  to  arms,  or  a base  surren- 
der of  our  rights,  were  presented  to  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  United  States.  With  a courage  becoming  the  representatives 
of  a free  people,  they  weighed  the  preservation  of  our  rights,  our 
honor,  and  our  character,  against  the  privations  and  hazards  oi  war 
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and  accepted  it  as  an  equivalent.  Accordingly,  on  the  l8thof  June  Mv  general  orders,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  request  of  the  pre- 
1812,  war  was  formally  declared  against  Great  Britain  and  her  ; sklent, of  the  United-States,  are  also  transmitted,  marked  No.  3,  hv 
dependencies.  The  determination  produced  a crisis  in  our  attairsi  which  it  will  lie  seen,  that  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  courage  arid 
of  the  utmost  importance.  For,  to  the  weighty  considerations  in-  patriotism  of  our  fellow-soldiers.  who  were  irnited  hy  a voluntary 
separably  incident  to 4 state  of  war  with  so  powerful  a nation,  there  tender  of  their  services  to  supercede  the  necessity  of  a draft,  lt 
u:is  to  be  added  one  of  peculiar  and  high  interest,  which  by  its  ir*Jis  a source  of  pride  to  reflect  that  tliis  appeal  was  not  made  in 

vain  ; in  some  parts  of  the  state,  more  came  forward  than  were 
called  tor,  in  others  whole  regiments  made  a tender  of  their  services. 
Anxious  to  pres,  rve  an  example  of  patriotism,  so  honorable  to 
of  America,  but  of  afflicted  man,  in  every  region  of  the  j those  who  furnished  it,  and  su  worthy  of  imitation  by  all.  I direct* 
was  for  the  first  time,  to  be  put  upon  trial  as  to  its  capacity  ' ed  the  brigadier-generals  10  report  the  name  of  each  citir.cn,  who 


resistible  tendency,  was  calculated  to  excite  the  solicitude  ot 
lover  of  his  country.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  (with 
whose  successful  progress  is  indissolubly  connected,  not  only  the 
hapoiae: 


enrti , . , . 

Ihr  war,  and  should  it  survive  the  fury  ordeal,  unhurt,  it  might,  i had  so  acted,  that  he  might  be  presented  to  the  r prest-ntatives  of 
omit  r Providence,  challenge  immortality.  When,  then,  the  repre*  1 the  people,  to  receive  at  their  hands  that  meed  of  approbation  to 
sentalives  of  the  people  of  United  Am-.-rica,  in  con  .ress  assembled,  | which  he  is  so  justly  entitled. 

{who  are  destined,  o'  common  with  us  all,  to  participate  in  what- 1 1 wrote « letter  to  the  secretary  at  war  under  date  of  April  17th, 

ever  doom  may  await  us)  had,  driven  by  an  unjust  and  imperious  I concerning  the  measures  ncc<  ssary  to  be  adopted  for  the  di  fence 


nation,  resolved  to  commit  our  cause  to  the  God  of  battles— w hen,  j of  thivstat 
too,  the  illustrious  chieb  who  now.  presides  in  our  councils,  and  whose  ments,  marked  No.  4. 
life  has  bei  ii  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  eountry,  bad  given  his  Believing,  from 

01 


which  will  lie  found  among  the  accompanying  doett- 
His  answer  is  transmitted,  marked  No.  5. 


i the  character  of  our  enemy,  that  tlw  eastern  fron- 
sanction  to  this  solemn  appeal ; and  when  the  fate  of  unborn  mil- 'tier  was  the  onh  vulnerable  point  of  this  state,  I deemed  it  cor- 
lions  was  conn -cad  with  its  successful  issue,  it  was  reasonably  to  ’ rect  to  repair  to  Norfolk  audits  vicinity  in  person,  for  the  purpose 
have  been  hoped  (whatev.  r diversity  of  opinion  might  have  ex-  of  learning  whatever  might  be  * s^ential  to  its  defence.  The  r sub 
i&ied,  or  whatever  might  have  been  the  violence  of  contending ; of  my  observations  I transmitted  to  the  secretary  at  war,  by  letter 
parties)  that  every  patriot  would  have  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  his : No.  6. 

country, ’all  minor  considerations,  and  that  the  American  people,!  On  the  22d  of  June  I received  a litter  from  the  secretary  of 
animated  by  one  sentiment,  would  by  an  union  of  councils  and  j state,  covering  the  act  of  congress,  declaring  war  against  Gnat 
efforts,  have  prosecuted  the  war  with  vigor,  to  extort  from  tlieir  Britain,  Ireland  and  their  dependencies,  and  thought  proper  ,fi 
common  enemy  an  honorable  peace.  I transmit  copies  thereof  with  a circular  letter,  to  the  comma  dants 

It  is  a source  of  painful  regret,  that  this  hope  of  union,  should,  of  regiments ; a copy  of  which  correspondence  is  marked  No.  7. 
even  in  a partial  degree,  have  been  disappointed ; or  that  there  | On  the  21st  of  July  I received  a letter  from  the  secretary  at  war, 
should  have  been  any  class  of  citizens  so  far  influenced  hy  delusion,  j communicating  the  request  of  the  president  of  die  United  Suite* 
prejudice  or  faction,  as  to  ascribe  the  war  to  any  other  motives,  i to  place  600  of  the  militia,  before  detached,  in  immediate  r.  quisi- 
tlmn  anxiety  to  avenge  the  wounded  lmuor,  and  preserve,  unim-ltion  for  the  defence  of  Norfolk  in  conjunction  with  the  regular 
paired,  the  essential  rights  of  United  America.  Tlnsjregret,  how-  \ force  stationed  there.  In  making  the  selection  I resolved  to  Iwe 
ever,  is  lessoned  by  the  reflection  that  the  people  of  the  United!  tin  physical  force  of  the  country  most  liable  to  invasion,  nndimi* 
States,  in  an  appeal  recently  made  to  them,  through  their  congres-  nished*;  and  at  the  same  time,  if  possible,  to  select  the  troops 
si  -md  elections,  have,  by  a large  majority,  manifested  a determina-  from  a portion  of  the  state  whose  climate  and  general  character, 
turn  to  support  their  government  in  the.  course  adopt,  d,  and  to  en-  corresponded  with  the  country  they  ware  about  to  occupy,  and 
counter  without  a murmur  (the  ineunveniencies  of  war,  waged  ibr  i thereby  obviate  the  alarms  which  by  some  were  felt,  as  to  the  un* 
the  protection  of  whatever  is  dear  to  freemen.  .And  itisasource  of  j healthiness  of  the  situation.  These objects,  it  is  believed,  wvreat- 
prir.e  and  congratulation  that  this  holy  zeal  in  our  country’s  cause,  J tuned  in  the  course  pursued,  exc<  pt  w ith  respect  to  the  company 
is  manifested  no  where  more  strongly  than  among  the  good  people  0f  Artillery  from  Bedford.  This,  however  had  volunteered  its  ser- 


this  commonwealth.  Is  it  too  sanguine  to  hope  that,  even  yet 
tliis  cordial  support  of  our  government  may  become  universal ; — 
tnat  the  spirit  of  our  fathers,  which,  during  the  revolutionary  con- 
test, united  them  as  a baud  of  brothers,  may  at  length  animate  their 
sons;  and  that  America  may  be  enabled  to  put  forth  her  whole 
strength  aganp-t  her  enemy  ? If  anything  could  hasten  an  event 
so  desirable,  it  must  be  the  moderation,  and  solicitude  for  peace,  con- 
tinually  manifested  by  the  Aemrican  government;  a new  evidence 
of  wdiich  lias  been  recently  published  in  its  correspondence  with 
the  government  of  Great  Britain,  which  took  place  since  the  de- 
claration of  war.  At  the  moment  of  that  declaration,  with  amag- 
nanimity  rarely  equalled,  it  frankly  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  the 
terms  upon  which  peace  might  be  r<  stored,  viz : The  unconditional 
repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  (whioh,  about  the  same  time,  had, 
without  die  knowledge  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
been  conditionally  suspended)  and  a relinquishment  of  the  prac- 
tice of  impressing  our  seamen.  These  friendly  overtures  have 
been  contemptuously  rejected  ; may  it  not  be  asked,  with  confi- 
dence, whether  there  is  a single  patriot  in  America  (by  whatever 
distinction  of  party  he  is  known)  that  would  be  willing  toabamlon 
the  present  contest,  until,  at  least,  Great  Britain  shall  have  agreed 
to  abstain  from  a practice,  so  offensive  to  our  feelings,  and  so  hos- 
tile to  our  independence? 

It  now  becomes  important  to  return  from  the  long  digression,  in- 
to which  I have  been  betrayed  by  the  interesting  considerations  in- 


volved in  the  subject,  to  the  particular  part  connected  therewith,  | the  constitutional  objections  w hich  had  been  urged  agai  st' 
winch  lias  been  performed  by  the  executive  of  this  commonwealth,  measure  ; but,  after  the  most  mature  investigation  which  I 
during  the  recess  of  the  legislature.  able  to  make,  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  without  foundation, 

Placed,  by  the  partiality  of  my  coiuiti  y,  in  a highly  responsible  ’ 1 ..  ..  

trust,  and  greatly  anxious  that  nothing  should  be  wanting  on  my 
part,  I kept  an  attentive  eye  upon  the  progress  t»f  events,  and  be- 
lieving that  measures  were  tending  to  the  catastrophe  which  ulti- 
mately occurred,  I,  so  early  as  March  last,  addressed  a circular  let- 
ter to  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandants  of  regiments,  exhorting 
them  to  a vigilant  discharge  of  their  duty,  pointing  out  the  neees-j 
sity  of  being  prepared  tov  the  event,  and  particularly,  invit  ing  their  | 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  public  arms.  A copy  of  this  letter 
will  be  found  in  the  packet  A.  No.  1. 

Availing  myself  of  the  discretion  given  by  law,  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  council,  I caused  moreover,  the  militia  of  certain  counties, 
whose  situation  was  the  most  exposed,  to  be  armed  entire,  with  a 
deduction  of  20  per  cent,  for  non-effectives.  1 ordered  a large  por- 
tion of  the  mounted  ordinance  to  be  distributed  in  the  same  section 

ol  country,  also,  munitions  of  war  to  be  delxisited  in  the  most  ... ^ j 

vulnerable  parts,  so  that,  at  the  approach  oi  danger,  the  whole  I become  the  victims  of  foreign  force,  which,  if  resisted  bv  n coin- 
country (being  prepared)  might  by  a simultaneous  movement,  unite  bined  effort,  would  Ik-  dissipated  as  chaff  before  the  wind.  ' Thes6- 

itc  t/irfpo  tn  im  oemn  . . * . . , 


vice  (a  kind  of  force  always  preferred)  and  w as  the  nearest  to  the 
scene  of  action,' with  the  exception  of  those  companies  residing 
along  the  shores  of  oar  large  navigable  rivers,  which,  for  the  rea- 
son before  stated,  I had  determined  not  to  call  from  their  homes.— 
Although,  under  the  rule  I had  pr  scribt  d to  myself  (the  propriety 
of  which  is  submitted  to  the  legislature)  I could  not  haCe  done 
otherw  ise  than  call  upon  this  company,  yet  there  is  ample  cause 
of  regret  in  the  loss  of  seven  of  that  company.  And  l sincerely 
sympathize  with  their  surviving  relations,  who  no  doubt  will  ex* 
perience,  where  it  is  wanting,  the  liberality  of  their  country. 

My  general  orders  relative  to  the  above  requisition,  are  trans- 
mitted, marked  No.  8,  to  which  it  is  mydutj  to  Call  your  particu- 
lar attention.  You  will  discover,  by  reference  thereto,  that  I di- 
rected colonel  Lucas,  having  the  command  of  the  detachment,  to 
report  himself  to  colonel  Freeman,  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
commandant  of  the  oost,  and  to  be  obedient  to  his  orders.  Die 
importance  of  thiso»!cr  arises  from  certain  measures  which  have 
been  pursued  in  another  quarter  of  the  union,  where  a similar  re- 
quest on  the  part  of  the  president,  was  refused. 

1 shall  not  indulge,  fellow'  citizens,  in  any  glowing  profess!*! is  of 
zeal  and  ardor  in  the  cause  of  state  rights,  but  will  only  remark,  I 
could  possibly  have  no  motive  to  abandon  them.  It  became  my  du- 
ty maturely  to  weigh  the  propriety  of  complying  with  the  r quest 
and  fearlessly  to  pursuetheeour.se  which  niy  best  judgment  recom- 
mended. In  deliberating  upon  ttiis  subject,  I did  not  lose  sight  of 

4.U/.  »•  ..  V ■ .1.  V . 1 1 .v ..a..  .1  ■ • t®  tTlC 

was 
and 

in  no  degree  warranted  by  a just  interpretation  of  the  law  s or  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  That  instrument  has  most  wist  ly 
ii)  my  opinion,  placed  the  whole  physical  force  of  the  nation  under 
the  cuntrolof  the  national  authority,  by  providing,  among  other 
regulations  concerning  the  militia,  that  the  president  shall  be  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  militia  of  tln/several  states,  when  called  in- 
to the  actual  service  of  the  United  States.  The  occasion  which  will 
justify  their  hi-og  called  out.  or  the  maimer  in  which  they  shall- 
be  employed,  must  of  necessity  be  determined  by  the  general  govern 
merit.  That  unity  of  design  and  indivisibility  of  command,  are  essen- 
tial to  success  in  military  operations,  is  an  apothegm  as  just  asitis 
trite,  and  if  instead  of  an  influence  which  shall  pervade,  embody 
and  direct  the  force  of  the  nation  by  a comprehensive  system,  it  is 
to  be  broken  up  into  as  many  fragments  as  there  are  states,  and  to 
be  directed  by  as  many  different  authorities ; it  requires  not  the. 
aid  of  prophecy  to  foretell  that  these  fragments  may  successively 


its  forces  to  repel  invasion, 

I received  on  the  18th  April,  a letter  from  the  secretary  at  war, 
(under  date  of  the  15th)  signifying  the  wish  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  that  I should  immediately  place  in  requisition, Virgi- 
nia's quota  of  militia,  (being.  12,000)  in  conformity  with  a law' of 
congress,  passed  April  10th,  1812.  a copy  of  which  is  in  the  same 
packet  marked  2.  By  this  it  will  lie  seen  that  a discretion  was 
given  the  executive  of  detaching  riflemen,  equal  to  one-tenth  part 
ol  the  requisition.  That  alternative  was  embraced,  and,  as  the 
western  part  of  the  state  abounded  in  good  marksmen,  I thought 
it  favorable  to  the  service,  to  detach  the  greater  pan  of  that  de- 
scription ol  force  from  that  quarter,  and  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains on  this  side  ; of  course,  relieving  the  infantry  of  the  line,  in 
the  same  ratio  in  w hich  the  riflemen  were  detached,  and  thereby 
preserving  the  tndst  entire  equality  to  every  part  of  the  state.. — 


eurity  of  the  states  is  found  in  the  salutary  provision  of  the  consti- 
tu:  ion,  which  gives  to  them  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  and  in  tbe  integrity,  which  the  .theory  of  the  government 
supposes,  w ill  always  be  found  in  the  chief  magistrate  ; whose  so- 
vereign control  of  the  entire  force  of  the  nation,  (if  directed  hy 
prmh  nt  and  honest  views)  cannot  but  he  productive  of  good  con- 
sequences ; but  from  whom  there  is  nothing  to  apprehend,  should 
lie  attempt  to  turn  the  arms  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  state 
against  itself,  or  against  any  particular  member  thereof;  inasmuch, 
as  the  patriotism  and  state  attachments  of  the  militia  officers  (who, 
from  their  very  organization,  will  he  always  above  corruption) 
would  prompt  them  to  frown  into  contempt  so  flagitious  a design. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  the  president  of  the  United  States,  is  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  actual  sen  ice,  it 
would  seem  to  follow,  as  he  has  not  the  power  of  ubiquity,  and  as 
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they  must  occasionally  be  calk'd  upon  different  and  widely  distant 
service  ; and,  further,  as  they  must  frequently  lx*  associated  with 
regulars,  Um  it  is  perfectly  correct  that  a J'cdrral  offtccr  of  supe- 
rior grade,  should  take  the  command  as  representing  the  president. 
Jest  this  dilemma  should  ensue:  that  a militia  officer  of  inferior 
grade,  in  the  absence  of  the  president,  should  either  have  the  com- 
mand, or  carry  on  operations  distinct  from,  and  independent  of 
the  regular  force.  Reason  and  usage  unite  against  the  latter  state 
of  things  ; and  it  is  believed,  that  throughout,  the  revolutionary 
contest,  whenever  the  militia  of  the  states,  and  the-  continentals 
acted  together,  grade  always  decided  the  command  ; and  where 
there  was  equality, (for  the  sake  of  unity  of  command)  the  conti- 
liental  claimed  and  enjoyed  precedency. 

The  document  marked  Xo.  9,  is  a letter  from  the  secretary  of 
war,  received  the  2d  September,  communicating  the  request  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  that  l should  cause  1500  of  the 
detached  militia  inunediately  to  take  the  field,  to  rendezvous  at 
some  convenient  point  in  this  state,  with  a view  ultimately  to  join 
the  north-western  army.  No.  10,  contains  my  general  orders,  issu- 
ed iii  pursuance  with  this  request,  which,  as  well  as  my  former 
orders  detaching  the  500  militia  for  the  defence  of  Norfolk,  were 
obeyed  with  the  promptitude  honorable  to  the  citizens  composing 
the  detachments.  The  requisition  of  1500  militia  was  made  ne- 
cessary in  consequence  of  the  disastrous  occurrence  at  Detroit  ; 
which,  whilst  it  exhibited  the  mortifying  spectacle  of  an  American 
army  surrendering  without  a blow  to  the  forces  of  Great  Britain, 
laid  bare  our  defenceless  frontier  to  the  incursions  of  our  enemy, 
and  their  ferocious  allies,  whose  deeds  of  cruelty  were  every  where 
manifested  by  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  men,  women  and 
children,  To  arrest  this  horrible  warfare,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  utmost  despatch  should  be  used.  As,  however,  this  emergen- 
cy was  entirely  unexpected,  and  considerable  pecuniary  means 
Were  m cesshry  for  tire  equipment  of  the  detachment,  we  w ere 
pot  without  embarrassments. 

The  contingent  fund  being  fixed  upon  the  peace  establishment, 
was  scarcely  adequate  to  meet  the  ordinary  expences  of  govern- 
ment. iThe  extraordinary  expenditures  inseparably  incident  to  a 
state  of  war,  had  exhausted  it.  One  of  two  alternatives  was  to  be 
embraced  ; either  the  convention  of  the  legislature,  or  an  exercise 
of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  executive,  .upon  their  own  respon- 
sibility. The  latter  was  preferred.  To  have  convened  the  legis- 
lature, would  have  been  inconvenient  to  the  members  ; attended 
with  an  tx pence  amounting  to  a sum  beyond  what  was  requisite 
for  the  equipment  of  the  detachment:  aud  productive  of  a delay 
that  would  have  counteracted  the  object  of  the  expedition.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  there  are  occasions  when  "it  Womes  the  duty  ofthepulf 
lie  servant  to  act  upon  his  own  responsibility.  This  was  belie  ved 
tube  one  of  those  occasions  ; and  was  tie  refine  yielded  to  by  the 
executive.  The  faith  of  the  state  was  thereupon  pledged,  (to  lie 
redeemed  at  a distant  day)  for  the  mate  rials  necessary  for  the  camp 
equipage. 

As.  dispatch  was  indispensable,  I thought  proper  to  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond,  and  solicited  their  aid  in 
ti\e  making  of  tents,  knapsacks,  Sic.  It  is  a tribute  of  gratitude 
I owe  thems  and  which  I cheerfully  pay,  to  make  known  to  you, 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  tlie  prom  it  node  with  which  they 
complied  with  my  request.  Every  age,  every  sex,  and  ev  ery  erne 
did  on  seamed  animated  by  one  sentiment.  Thousands  claimed  a 
share  of  the  pious  undertaking  ; and  in  the  course  of  a few  days 
the  whole  equipage  was  completed,  ami  dispatch  ,.!to  the  place  of 
■*  rendezvous,  designated  for  the  detachment,  which  n*a.s  since  joined 
tiht  north  western  Jjrniy,  under  the  command  of  the  brave  gene- 
ral Harris, m,  .toon,  I trust  to  redeem  the,  wounded  honor  of  our 
country,  and  take  a just  revenge  of  her  perfidious  enemies  and 
thejr  savage  allies. 

Although,  after  a peace  of  thirty  years,  and  the  inexperience  in 
-the  pit  of  war,  which  was  its  necessary  consequence,  some  discom 
fit' res  were  to  have  been  expected  in  the  commencement  of  the 
conflict,  yet  those  w hich  have  happened  are  greater, than  can  well 
be  Recounted  for.  For  vve  have  to  add,  to  the  disastrous  affair  of 
Detroit,  an  unsuccessful  attempt  upon  Queenstown.  Whilst  this 
effort  proved  unavailing,  and  cost  ns  the  Jives  of  many  brave 
men,  we  are  sonic  what  consoled  with  the  reflection,  that  tlu:  Arne 
i ican  soldiers,  actual!}  engaged,  displayed  a valor  and  prowess 
worthy  tiie  descendants  of  the  heroes  of  the  revolution.  It  is  with 
Measure  I call  your  attention  from  these  untoward  incidents  by 
and,  to  the  sigjpd  proofs  of  courage  and  skill  manifested  on  the 
ocean, Many  occasions  have  occurred, hut  particularly  in  the  capture 
of  the  Guemcre,  where  the  conduct  of  our  seamen  was  eminently 
calculated  to  flatter  our  pride,  and  a sure  pledge  we  have  nothing  to 
fV:u' from  our  enemy,  upon  her  own  element,  whenever  the  forces 
opposing  each  other  are  nearly  equal. 

I have  thus,  fellow-citizens,  briefly  recapitulated  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged.  I have  recounted 
-she*  principal  events  which  have  occurred  during  its  progress,  and 
disclosed  to  you  the  part  performed  by  the  executive  of  this  com- 
joon  wealth,' 

When  to  the  arduous  struggle  with  Great  Britain,  the  duration  of 
.which  .the  pride  and  injustice  of  the  enemy  will  (judging  from  re- 
pent appearances)  protract,  is  added  the  long  catalogue  of  unre- 
ityessed  wrongs  against  France,  for  which  little  hope  is  now  enter- 
taim  d of  an  honorable  reparation  by  pacific  means,  and  winch,  in 
due  season  should  be  avenged  by  the  most  energetic  measures  ; 
and  when  v.  e reflect  that  a jarring  world  is  in  arms,  from  the  rising 
to  the  setting  sun,  the  crisis  in  which  we  are  called  to  act,  assumes 
a deep  interest,  appealing  to  the  feelings  and  calling  for  the  aid,  of 
every  one  tq  whom  has  been  confided  a share  of  the  public  confi- 
dence. Although  our  external  relations  are  very  properly  confided 
to  the  general  government,  yet  from  the  peculiar  structure  of  our 
institutions,  much  may  be  effected  by  a hearty  co-operation  of  the 
state  authorities.  What  course  it  becomes  the  powerful  state  of 
Virginift  to  pursue  in  the  present  times,  I cheerfully  submit  to  the 
representatives,  not  doubting  that  the  result  of jheb 
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deliberations  will  be  propitious  to  the  welfare  of  our  beloved  ecu  r.- 
i try,  and  will  sustain  the  eharacteTshe  has  therefore  displayed  ol  » 
wise  liberality,  whenever  called  upon  to  aid  ’he  common  cause. 

[The  remainder  of  the  Speech  is  chiefly  local— and  from  its 
great  length  omitted.  The  governor,  recommends  many  impor- 
tant amendments  to  the  militia  laws,  and  lias  brought  into  view 
many  matters  of  state  interest.] 

, JAMES  BARBOUR. 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

The  folio-wing  preamble  awl  resolvtio?is  -were  ordered  to 
be  printed  by  the  Home  o f Delegates. 

W heiie-vs.  The  president  of  the  United  States  cal- 
led upon  the  executive  of  this  state  to  furnish  his 
proportion  of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  by  vir- 
tue of  an  act  of  congress,  passed  10th  April,  1812  i 
and  it  appearing-  to  this  general  assembly,  that  the 
said  requisition  was  unaccompanied  with  either  of 
the 'exigencies  provided  by  the  constitution: — And 
whereas,  the  wise  and  patriotic  framers  of  our  con-, 
stitution,  having*  for  their  object  the  freedom,  the 
happiness  and  independence  of  their  country,  tho’t  it 
necessary,  in  order  to  preserve  tills  government  in 
its  republican  form,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liber- 
ty to  their  posterity,  to  constitute  protecting  barri- 
ers against  an  improper  or  ambitious  use  of  military 
power :— And  whereas,  offensive  wars,  schemes  of 
foreign  conquest,  accession  of  territory,  or  national 
aggrandizement,  are  repugnant  to  the  principles  of 
our  free  institutions — Therefore, 

Resolved , That  it  was  never  contemplated  by  the 
constitution,  when  it  entrusted  to  the  general  g*o- 
vernment  the  controul  of  the  militia,  in  certain  emer- 
gencies, that  it  should,  by  perverted  interpretations, 
at  it? ..discretion,  use  that  power  in  the  absence  of 
tiiose  emergencies,  and  that  the  calling  out  the  mili- 
tia of  this  state,  by  the  President  of  the  U.  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  without  the  existence  of 
such  emergency,  is  an  open  and* dangerous  innovation 
upon  our  rights  and  liberties. 

Resolved , That  the  power  delegated  by  the  con- 
stitution to  the  general  government,  to  raise  and  sup- 
port armies,  as  well  from  the  nature  and  form  of  t he 
government,  as  from  the  preample  to  the  constitu- 
tion, was  intended  for  the  defence  and  protection  of 
our  own  territory  ; and  that  the  invasion  of  a foreign 
territory,  by  armies  raised  and  Supported  by  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  garrisoning  our  forts  with  the 
militia,  as  a substitute  for  these  armies,  is  holding 
them  in  service  longer  than  any  exigency  existed,even 
if  any  existed  at  all,  and  an  unwarrantable  stretch 
of  power,  which  must  ultimately  lead  to  a consoli- 
dation of  th.ese  United  States  into  a military  govern- 
ment, if  not  timely  and  vigorously  checked  and  re- 
sisted by  all  lawful  and  constitutional  means. 

Resolved,  That  if  the.  general  government,  as  a 
part  of  their  policy,  prefer  the  service  of  the  militia 
to  the  employment  of  regular  troops,  in  garrison,  or 
any  other  military  operations,  even  in  the  state  to 
which  they  belong,  it  is,  under  fhe  constitution, 
bound  to  provide  all  tile  means  necessary  for  their 
support,  and  that  if  lias  no  power  to  burthen  the 
states  with  any  of  the  expenses  incident  to, such  ser- 
vice. 


0f 

MILITARY. 

It  now  appears  certain  that  the  Northern  army 
has  went  into  winter  quarters  It  returned  to  Platts- 
burg  on  the  23d  u-lt.'  The  9th,  11th,  21st  and  25th 
regiments,  have  gone  to  Burlington — the  6th,  15th 
and  16tli  remain  at  Plattsburg*,  and  are  building 
huts  ; the  light  artillery  and  dragoons  have  returned 
to  Greenhu$h|  near  Albany^  with  generals  Dearborn 
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.and  Bloomfield.  The  militia,  on  the  frontiers,  have 
been  generally  disbanded. 

We  have  on  file  the  British  official  account  of  the 
surrender  of  Detroit,  he.  Though  not  of  striking 
interest  we  regret  it  Was  not  received  in  time  for 
this  number,  on  account  of  its  length. 

On  Wednesday  last  (says  the  Ontario  Messenger 
of  the  7tli  inst.)  the  enemy  commenced  a fire  from 
their  batteries  opposite  and  above  Black  Rock,  which 
was  spiritedly  returned  from  the  battery  command- 
ed by  lieut.  Stevens,  consisting  of  a 24  pounder, 
from  the  battery  at  colonel  Swift’s  encampment,  con- 
sisting of  an  18  and  a 24,  and  from  the  one  at  Black 
Rock  terry.  Our  guns  played  so  effectually  as  to 
dislodge  an  18  pounder  of  the  enemy;  and  a 24 
burst  and  killed  several.  Lieutenant  Stevens  poured 
his  balls  into  Fort  Erie  so  well,  that  the  enemy  hoist- 
ed a white  flag',  whether  as  a sign  of  surrender  or 
not,  we  cannot  say. 

Considerable  military  activity  prevails  in  Tennes- 
see and  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  A body  of  600 
men  from  the  latter  passed  St.  Francisville  on  the 
11th  Nov.  for  Baton  Rouge  ; and  general  Jackson 
from  the  former  is  expected  to  march  1500  men  im- 
mediately for  NewOr leans — from  a pledge  given  that 
these  troops  will  not  be  continued  “in  the  lower 
country  during  the  summer,”.  an  inference  is  drawn 
that  some  immediate  enterprize  is  designed. 

It  is  understood  that  brigadier-general  Smyth  ex- 
plicitly mformed  certain  friendly  Indians  who  applied 
to  him  for  permission,  > hat  they  should  not  accompa- 
ny him  to  Canada.  We  do  trust  chat  the  honor  of 
employing  savages  in  civilized  war,  may  exclusively 
belong  to  the  religious  government  of  Britain. 

Major-general  Brock  was  appointed  a knight  of 
the  Bath  for  his  victory  at  Detroit.  The  American 
colors  taken  there  have  been  exhibited  with  great 
triumph  in  London. 

The  secretary  of  state,  “ according  to  provision 
in  acts  of  congress,”  will,  pro  tempore,  perform  the 
duties  of  secretary  at  war  until  a regular  appoint- 
ment is  made. 

By  “ general  orders”  from  governor  Meigs,  dated 
Chilicothe,  Nov.  25,  it  appears  that  great  exertions 
are  making  to  facilitate  the  movements  of  the  North 
W estern  army.  But  we  have  no  important  informa- 
tion from  it. 

Worse  and -worse.  Some  gentleman  in  Massachu- 
setts has  prescribed  a military  expedition  for  the  Bri- 
tish, insinuating  that  the  same  has  been  generally 
spoken  of  at  Halifax , which  is  to  collect  12,000  men 
at  Bermudas  during  the  winter,  of  whom  several 
regiments  are  to  be  of  blacks  from  Jamaica,  and 
invade  the  Southern  states,  in  the  spring.  We  are 
much  obliged  to  the  British  at  Halifax  or  the  Massa- 
chusetts gentleman  for  letting  the  southern  people 
know  the  plan  so  soon  ! 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  AugnstaChroni- 
clefronia  volunteer  in  the  United  States  requisition 
from  Georgia , dated  at  colonel  Smith's  camp,  on  the 
St.  Johns,  thirty -t~wo  miles  from  Augustine,  on  the 
i 10  j 'h  of  November, 

\ “ The  first  detachment  of  two  hundred  and  ten 

\men  landed  here  in  perfect  health  and  safety  last 
evening,  having  halted  one  night  on  our  way  at  the 
Village  of  Fernandino  on  Amelia  Island — the  boat 
that  conveyed  us  here  will  return  immediately  to 
\oint-Petre  to  bring  on  the  remainder  of  the  requi- 
kion.  Colonel  Smith  remained  at  Fernandino,  but 
expected  here  daily.  We  are  yet  ignorant  how  vve 
nil  he  employed,  whether  against  Augustine  or 
\ Indians.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  at  Buffialoe,  dated 
y.  29,  1812. — You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
% before  last  an  expedition  was  organized  under 


the  command  of  colonel  Winder  of  the  14th  regt. 
to  storm  the  enemy’s  batteries  opposite  Black  Rock. 
About  10  boats  set  out,  with  a proportion  of  the 
seamen  on  this  station,  under  the  command  of  lieut. 
Angus.  Only  five  of  the  boats  succeeded  in  landing 
the  men,  they  were  commanded  by  captain  King  late 
of  the  5th  regiment,  with  captain  Morgan  of  the 
12th,  captain  Dox  of  the  13th,  and  captain  Sprowl, 
with  captain  Angus  and  S.  Swartwout,  as  volun- 
teers. About  50  sailors  and  sixty  regulars  were  the 
actual  force  ; and  to  the  astonishment  of  friends  and 
enemies,  they  atchieved  the  most  valiant  acts  of  real 
heroism  ever  known.  All  the  batteries  from  Chip- 
pavvav  to  Fort  Erie  were  carried — cannon  spiked  ; 
three*  officers  and  about  50  privates  taken  prisoners, 
and  the  whole  Canadian  frontier,  16  miles  distant 
laid  waste  and  deserted.  In  this  valorous  act,  the 
bno,  e captain  Watts  of  the  navy,  2d  in  command, 
with  captain  Angus,  fell.  Captain  Angus,  of  the 
navy,  Samuel  Swartwout,  his  associate  volunteer, 
captains  King,  Morgan,  Sprov/1  and  Dox,  with  lieut. 
colonel  Boers ler,  at  the  head  of  the  14th,  merit  the 
veneration  of  their  country,  for  their  intrepidity  and 
excess  of  bravery.  Seven  officers  out  of  the  11  of 
the  navy  were  wounded.  Lieutenant  Lisson  is  badly 
wounded,  but  yet  not  dangerous.  Mr.  Graham,  son 
of  colonel  Graham,  has  his  leg  broke,  but  is  in  good 
spirits.  Mr.  Garter,  (master)  of  New-York,  has  his 
arm  wounded.  Messrs.  Angus,  Swartwout,  Sprowl, 
Morgan  and  Boersler,  are  safe. 

Captain  Dox  is  slightly  wounded,  and  capt.  King, 
by  his  zeal  to  send  over  prisoners,  remained  on  the 
other  side  and  was  made  a prisoner  with  about  ten 
men.  After  this  tUe  whole  force  under  gen.  Smyth, 
prepared  to- embark,  they  manoeuvred  some  time  but 
much  to  the  mortification  of  ail,  hut  particularly  to 
the  volunteers,  they  Were  ordered  to  return  to  their 
encampments,  and  to-morrow  they  again  are  order- 
ed to  be  ready  to  cross.  This  is  a summary  of  all 
the  news  on  the  frontiers  at  present. 

Major  Noon  is  in  command  attached  to  colonel 
M‘Clure,  much  may  be  expected  from  this  corps  ; 
300  Pennsylvania  and  100  Baltimore  volunteers  with 
the  rifle  corps  of  New-York  and  Albany,  compose 
this  regiment. 

STATE  OF  XEW-TORK,  GETTER  At  ORDERS. 

Head- Quarters,  New-York , Nov,  28, 1812. 

The  uniform  troops  commanded  by  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Robert  Swartwout,  having  faithfully  performed 
their  tour  of  duty  on  the  southern  frontier  of  .this 
state,  have  been  discharged  with  the  flattering  en- 
comiums of  the  commanding  general,  and  have  re- 
turned into  the  body  of  the  militia.  In  justice  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  meritorious  corps, 
and  to  his  own  feelings,  the  commander  in  chief  an- 
nounces his  entire  approbation  of  their  patriotic  con- 
duct and  services,  and  his  sincere  thanks  for  their 
prompt  and  unanimous  compliance  with  the  first 
call  of  their  country.  That  promptitude  and  unan- 
imity, and  their  correct,  orderly  and  soldier-like  de- 
portment, and  their  assiduous  attention  to,  and  ex- 
tensive improvement  in  military  science,  and  in  all 
the  accomplishments  and  duties  of  the  patriot  sol- 
dier, have  distinguished  them  as  generous  and  pub- 
lic spirited  defenders  of  the  nation,  and  entitle  them 
to  public  applause  and  gratitude. 

Bv  order  of  the  commander  in  Chief, 

WILLIAM  PAULDING, 

Adju  t ant  -gene  ralm 

Natchez,  Nov.  11. — The  detachment  of  militia 
from  ' ..s  territory  destined  for  Florida,  marched 
on  Tuesday  the  3d.  from  camp  near  Cantonment 
Washington,  all  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

November  4. — Three  companies  of  fine  looking  re- 
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omits  passed  through  this  place  yesterday.  Two. 
companies  of  infantry  under  captains  Gray  and 
Armstrong,  are  destined  for  St.  Louis  (upper  Lou- 
isiana) and  one  of  artillery  under  captain  Philips, 
will  go  to  fort  Massac. 

OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

To  Brigadier-General  Smyth,  Commanding  the  Army 
of  the  Centre. 

Sir — I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  21st  of  Nov.  at  6 o’clock,  a heavy  can- 
nonading opened  upon  this  garrison  from  all  the  bat- 
teries at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  St. George,  w hich 
lasted  without  intermission  until  after  sun-down. — 
They  had  five  detached  batteries,  two  mounting  24 
pounders,  one  mounting  a 9,  and  two  mortar  batte- 
teries,  one  10  1-2  the  other  5 1-2  inch.  The  batte- 
ries firing  hot  shot  which  set  some  of  our  buildings 
on  fire,  but  from  the  extraordinary  vigilance  of  the 
officers  and  men,  particularly  major  Armistead  of 
the  United  States  corps  of  engineers,  whose  indefa- 
tigable exertions  were  extended  to  all  parts  of  the 
garrison,  the  fires  were  got  under  without  being  ob- 
served by  the  enemy. 

Our  garrison  was  not  as  well  provided  with  artil- 
lery and  ammunition  as  I could  have  wished  ; how- 
ever, the  batteries  opened  a tremendous  fire  upon 
them,  in  return,  with  hot  shot,  admirably  well  di- 
rected. 

Several  times  during  the  cannonading,  the  town 
of  Newark  was  in  fiarnes,  but  was  extinguished  by 
their  engines — as  also  the  centre  building  in  Fort 

George. -Their  mess  house  and  all  the  buildings 

near  it  were  consumed.  Captain  M‘Keen  command- 
ed a 12  pounder  in  the  S.  E.  Block-house,  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  His  usual  gallantry  and  skill. 
Captain  .Tacks,  of  the  7th  regiment  militia  artillery, 
commanded  a 6 pounder  on  the  N.  Block-house,  and 
together  with  a part  of  his  own  company,  though 
placed  in  a situation  most  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  maintained  their  position  like  veterans. 

Lieut.  Rees  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery  had 
the  command  of  an  IB  pounder  on  the  S.  E.  battery, 
which  was  pointed  at  the  battery  en  barbette  mount- 
ing a 24 pounder,  and  also  at  Fort  George;  several 
well  directed  shot  were  made  from  this  gun,  which 
proved  the  skill  of  its  commander.  About  10  o’clock 
lieut.  Rees  had  his.  left  shoulder  bruised  by  a part  of 
the  parapet  falling' on  him  ; which,  though  it  did  not 
materially  injure  him,  obliged  him  to  retire,  and 
capt.  Leonard  of  the  1st  regiment  United  States  ar- 
tillery at  that  moment  arriving,  he  took  the  com- 
mand of  this  battery  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
Lieut.  Wendel,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery,  had 
the  command  of  an  18  and  4 pounders  on  the  West 
battery — and  Dr.  Hooper  of  capt.  .Tack’s  company 
militia  artillery,  had  the  command  of  a 6 pounder  on 
the  mess-house.  Of  these  gentlemen  and  their  com- 
mands, I cannot  speak  with  too  much  praise,  they 
distinguished  themselves  highly,  and  from  their  shot 
all  of  which  was  hot,  .the  town  of  Newark  was  re- 
ppatedly  fired,and  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  silenc- 
d for  a time. 

An  instance  of  extraordinary  bravery  in  a female 
(the  wife  of  one  Doyle,  a private  of  the  U.  S.  artil- 
lery, made  a prisoner  at  Queenston)  I cannot  pass 
over  : — During  the  most  tremendous  cannonading  I 
have  ever  seen,  she  attended  the  6 pounder  on  the 
old  mess  house  with  the  red  hot  shot,  and  shewed 
fortitude  equalling  the  Maid  of  Orleans.  Lieuts. 
Ganesvoort  and  Harris  of  the  1st  regiment  U.  S.  ar- 
tillery had  the  command  of  the  Salt  battery  at 
Youngstown,  mounting  one  18  and  a 4 pounder.— 
These  two  guns  played  upon  the  garrison  of  Fort 
George  and  the  buildings  near  it : from  every  observa- 
tion I could  make  during  their  fire,  I am  happy  to  say 


they  merited  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  skill  in 
the  service  of  these  guns.  Lieut.  Harris,  from  his 
4 pounder,  sunk  a schooner  which  lav  at  their  wharf : 
she  was  one  of  those  taken  by  the  enemy  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Genessee  river  a short  time  since.  He 
also  assisted  in  burning  and  destroying  the  buildings 
near  the  wharf.  These  two  officers  and  their  m£n, 
in  the  warmest  part  of  the  cannonading  having  fired, 
away  all  their  cartridges,  cut  up  their  flannel  waist- 
coats and  shirts,  and  the  soldiers  their  trowsers,  to 
supply  their  guns. 

I cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  all  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  artillery  immediately  under  my 
observation  in  this  garrison  ; they  merit  the  thanks 
and  esteem  of  their  country  for  the  defence  of  it,  and 
I believe  it  never  sustained  so  sharp  and  continued  a 
bombardment. 

The  enemy  threw  more  than  two  thousand  red  hot 
balls  into  it,  and  a number  of  shells  amounting  to 
more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty,  only  one  of  which 
did  injury  to  our  men. 

Lieut,  cob  Gray  commanded  the  artillery  the  un- 
remitting attention  paid  to  his  duty,  proves  him  an 
officer  whose  zeal  and  science  do  honor  to  himself 
and  country  ; to  this  gentleman  I feel  much  indebted 
for  the  manner  he  acquitted  himself. 

To  tire  officers  of  my  regiment  (particularly  capt. 
Mulligan)  and  the  soldiers  who  assisted  the  artillery, 
and  those  employed  in  extinguishing  the  fires  and 
carrying  off  the  killed  and  wounded,  I am  also  much 
indebted,  they  merit  my  warmest  thanks.  To  Dr. 
West  of  the  garrison.  Dr.  Hugan  of  the  14th  regt. 
United  States  infantry,  and  Dr.  Craige  of  the  22d 
regt.  United  States  infantry,  I offer  my  thanks. — 
They  were  employed  during  the  entire  day  in  the 
most  critical  duties  of  their  profession.  Our  killed 
and  wounded  amount  to  eleven. 

Killed. — Serjeants,  Jones,  1st  regt.  of  United  States 
artillery  ; Salisbury,  3d  do.  do.  do. ; privates,  Stew- 
art, 22d  do.  U.  S.  infantry  ; Lewis,  1st  do.  do.  artil- 
lery. , . 

Wounded. — Officers,  lieut.  Thomas,  22d  regt.  U. 
States  infantry ; privates,  Boman,  14th  do.  do.  ; 
M‘Evoy,  1st  do.  do.;  Campbell,  1st  do.  do. ; Welsh, 
1st  do.  do.  ; Ray,  3d  do.  do. ; Woodworth,  7th  do. 
militia  artillery. 

From  the  numbers  we  saw  carried  off  from  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  I presume  many  more  were  killed 
and  wounded  on  their  side. 

Only  two  of  the  above  men  were  killed  by  the  ene- 
my’s shot,  the  rest  by  the  bursting  of  a 12  pounder 
in  the  S.  E.  block-house  and  by  the  spunges  of  the 
guns  on  the  North  block -house,  and  at  the  skit  bat- 
ter). GEO.  M'FEELEY, 

Lieut,  col.  commanding  Fort  Niagara. 

GENERAL  VAN  RENSSELAER  TO  GOVERNOR  TOMTKTNS. 

Bv.Jf'aloe , October  2 3d. 

Sir — The  daily  expectation  of  your  excellency’s 
arrival  on  tlie  Niagara  frontier,  since  the  action  of  the 
33th,  hfis  prevented  my  making  an  official  communi- 
cation to  you  on  that  subject;  But  having  now 
received  major-general  Dearborn’s  permission  to 
resign  my  command,  I purpose  to  proceed  im- 
mediately to  Albany. 

Under  there  these  circumstances,  I have  determin- 
ed to  furnish  your  excellency  with  a copy  of  my  dis- 
patch of  the  14th  to  major-general  Dearborn,  reserv- 
ing to  future  communications,  some  documents  cal- 
culated to  furnish  a more  full  explanation  of  the 
late  movements  of  the  army. 

I cannot,  however,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings, 
to  merit,  and  to  the  service,  close  without  noticing 
to  your  excellency  a number  of  officers  whose  con- 
duct in  tlie  late  action  would  have  reflected  great 
honor  upun  veteran  soldiers,  and  entitles  them , to 
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the  notice  of  your  excellency,  and  the  gratitude  of 
their  country. 

Brigadier-general  Wadsworth  proved  himself  an 
officer  capable  of  commanding  with  promptness, 
coolness  and  decision,  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  bat- 
tle ; and  though  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape 
wounds,  scarcely  a garment  had  he  on,  but  bears 
more  than  one  mark  of  honorable  testimony. 

Colonel  Van  Renselaer  was  in  the  first  boat,  and 
the  first  man  on  shore  : in  the  most  gallant  manner 
he  led  the  van  of  the  first  column  through  a very  se- 
vere fire,  and  when  four  wounds  prevented  his  pro- 
ceeding he  gave  his  orders  with  decisive  firmness, 
and  they  were  effectually  performed.  Major  Lush 
acted  as  his  volunteer  aid,  and  his  courage  and  con- 
duct on  the  field  were  highly  honorable  to  a young 
officer. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Bloom  was  early  in  the  action, 
and  when  a wound  obliged  him  to  re.tke  from  the 
field,  he  persevered  in  efforts  to  urge  on  reinforce- 
ments. 

Lieutenant-colonels  Allen,  Strahan  and  Mead  ex- 
erted themselves  to  get  as  many  of  their  men  as  pos- 
sible to  the  field  and  faced  the  enemy  to  the  last. 

. fajor  Spencer,  aid-de-camp  to  general  Wads- 
worth, is  in  all  respects  an  excellent  officer,  and  his 
conduct  on  the  field  was  honorable. 

I will  only  add  that  after  the  toils  and  privations 
of  a very  perplexing  campaign,  to  be  obliged  to  wit- 
ness the  sacrifice  of  a victory  so  gallantly  won  on  the 
shrine  of  doubt,  is  mortifying  indeed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect  and  considera- 
tion, your  excellency’s  most  obedient  servant. 

S.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
His  excellency  governor  Tompkins. 

ARMY  OF  THE  CENTRE. 

We  were  truly  astounded  with  certain  reports  from 
Bu  ffalo,  that  reached  us  on  Thursday  last.  We 
would  have  said,  “an  enemy  has  done  this,”  and 
have  consigned  them  to  the  common  tomb  of  the 
millions  of  tales  propagated  to  disparage  the  arms 
and  exertions  of  the  United  States.  But  the  mat- 
ters referred  to  have  reached  us  in  so  many  ways, 
that  we  cannot  refuse  credence  to  the  wondrous 
story ; still  hoping  however,  that  the  facts  may 
be  exaggerated. 

The  following  narration  is  copied  from  an  ably  con- 
ducted “republican”  paper,  entitled  the  Ontario 
•Messenger  published  at  Canandaigua , N.  Y.  by 
Mr.  John  A.  Stevens  ; and  we  place  great  reliance 
in  what  lie  says,  being  seated  pretty  near  the 
scene  of  the  events  he  notices  : the  official,  or  re - 
gnlar  accounts,  will,  of  course,  appear  as  soon  as 
received. 

“ Disaster  upon  Disaster. — The  old  scenes  of  imbe- 
cility, treachery  and  cowardice,  have  been  again  dis- 
played upon  our  frontier.  With  grief  and  shame  do 
we  record  that  Smyth,  who  promised  so  much,  who 
centred  in  himself  the  generous  confidence  of  stran- 
gers, of  his  friends  and  his  government,  who  was  to 
convince  the  American  people  that  all  their  generals 
were  not  base,  cowardly  and  treacherous.even  Smyth 
must  be  added  to  the  catalogue  of  infamy  which 
begun  Avith  the  name  of  Hull.  Our  minds  are  de- 
pressed with  shame  and  our  hands  tremble  with  in- 
di  n tion,  at  this  final  prostration  of  all  our  dearest 
an  fondest  hopes.  But  we  will  endeavor  to  assume 
some  calmness  while  \ye  state  to  -mi*  readers  the 
disgraceful  events  that  have  occurred  on  the  Nia- 
gara river. 

For  three  weeks  past  as  all  our  readers  kno\A*,the 
most  vigorous  preparations  have  been  making  for  a 
descent  upon  Canada.  On  the  10th  ult.  Gen.  Smyth 
promised  “that  in  a few  days  the  troops  u*ider  his 


command  would  plant  the  American  standard  in- 
Canada”  and  he  called  upon  volunteers  to  assist  him. 
Our  mortification  is  already  sufficient,  without  stop- 
ping h ere  to  notice  the  high  tone  of  his  proclama- 
tion, and  the  extraordinary  sentiments  it  contained; 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  many,  very  many,  of  our  wor- 
thiest citizens,  left  their  homes,  their  families  and 
their  business,  at  an  immense  sacrifice,  to  obey  what 
they  conceived  the  call  of  their  country.  A second 
proclamation  from  Smyth  appeared,  evincing  that 
all  was  ready,  and  announcing  the  general’s  princi- 
ples anu  views.  So  far  all  was  well.  Anxious  but 
joyful  anticipation  exhilirated  all  the  hearts  of  all 
the  true  friends  to  their  country. 

On  Saturday  the  29th  tilt,  in  pursuance  of  orders, 
the  arm  v marched  to  the  Black  Rock  and  teas  there 
embarked  ready  to  cross.  In  the  morning  150  brave 
men,  principally  sailors,  had  gone  over,  taken  three 
batteries  from  the  enemy,  spiked  their  cannon,  and 
returned  with  little  loss,  leaving  only  one  battery 
within  sight  of  our  forces,  and  that  at  such  a dis- 
tance, as  to  excite  no  apprehensions.  Among  the 
wounded  in  this  noble  enterprise,  we  regret  to  say 
that  the  gallant  and  brave  captain  Myndert  M.  Dox, 
of  the  23d  U.  S.  infantry,  was  shot  through  both  his 
thighs.  There  were  thirty-six  prisoners  taken. — « 
This  was  a glorious  omen  of  the  probable  success  of 
the  whole  army.  Three  thousand  men  were  em- 
barked; fifteen  pieces  of  light  artillery  completely 
equipped  in  every  respect,  were  in  the  scows  or 
fiats  ; and  a corps  de  reserve  of  at  least  5,000  men 
were  waiting  for  a chance  to  cross.  A t this  auspi- 
cious moment  when  the  enemies  batteries  were  com- 
pletely silenced,  instead  of  crossing  or  attempting 
to  move,  gen.  Smyth  sent  over  a flag  of  truce  to  the 
enemy.  Our  army  still  lay  in  their  boats,  when  not 
a vestige  of  opposition  from  the  other  side  appear- 
ed. Indeed,  the  whole  country  was  so  wholly  aban- 
doned, that  three  of  our  gallant  tars,  for  a frolic, 
went  over  in  the  sight  of  our  army,  burnt  two  hous- 
es, a store  and  a barn,  and  were  occupied  an  hour 
and  an  half  in  catching  fowls  and  hogs,  and  killing 
them,  and  in  collecting  other  plunder.  After  doing 
precisely  what  they  pleased,  they  returned  without 
molestation.  In  the  mean  while,  a flag  with  a Bri- 
tish major  arrived,  and  a long  conference  ensued. — 
Smyth  sent  another  flag  ; but  before  it  readied  the 
opposite  shore,  he  ordered  the  troops  to  their  tents. 
On  Sunday  the  30th,  orders  were  read  that  the  troops 
should  be  ready  to  cross  on  Monday  the  1st  inst.  at 
8 o’clock.  At  the  time  the  army,  was  at  the  river  ; 
;uk1  thirteen  boots  only,  out  of  seventy,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Winder,  attempted  to  go  over  ; 
they  crossed  directly  in  front  of  the  only  battery 
winch  had  not  been  rendered  useless  : after  arriving 
within  a few  rods  of  the  shore  the  battery  consisting, 
of  an  18  pounder,  opened  upon  them,  when  they 
turned  about  and  came  back.  Not  a single  boat 
was  sent  out  to  reinforce  them,  nor  was  any  diver- 
sion made  or  attempted  at  any  other  point.  They 
were  again  ordered  to  camp  and  directed  to  be, rea- 
dy the  next  morning,  Tuesday,  to  cross.  By  this 
time  some  uneasiness  was  apparent ; the  soldiers 
were  disgusted  and  wearied  with  being  marched 
buck  and  forth  ; however,  no  one  declined  crossing. 
Again  all  was  ready,  the  troops  were  either  embark- 
ed or  on  the  point  of  getting  into  their  boats  ; when 
suddenly  orders  were  received  for  all  to  return  to 
their  tents.  The  volunteers  who  had  come  out  un- 
der Smyth’s  proclamation,  were  coldly  informed  that 
they  might  stack  their  arms  and  go  home  ! The  re- 
gulars were  ordered  into  winter  quarters  ! Gen, 

Porter  endeavored  to  retain  the  volunteers,  until  an 
explanation  of  this  extraordinary  conduct  could  be 
J obtained.  Many,  however,  giving  up  all  hopo  of  uc- 
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tive  service,  obeyed  orders.  It  was  understood  tliat 
a council  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  volunteers, 
was  immediately  called,  to  consider  of  their  situa- 
tion. They  wrote  a letter  to  Smyth,  but  the  result 
was,  that  lie  evaded  giving-  an  explanation  ! Smyth 
Was  universally  denounced  as  a coward  and  a trai- 
tor ; he  was  shot  at  several  times,  and  was  hooted 
through  the  streets  of  Buffiiloe.  He  was  shifting  h is 
tent  in  every  direction,  in  order  to  avoid  the  indig- 
nation of  the  soldiers.  We  understand  he  has  Order- 
ed his  army  to  the  eleven  mile  creek,  eleven  miles 
this  side  of  Buffalo,  where  they  have  actually  arriv- 
ed and  are  now  encamped.  Judge  Granger,  much 
to  his  honor,  refused  to  afford  any  further  shelter  to 
Smyth,  and  every  tavern-keeper  in  and  near  Buffalo, 
declined  the  infamy  of  his  company. 

A few  incidental  circumstances  deserve  to  be  men- 
tioned. There  was  a force  of  8000  men,according  to 
the  lowest  computation, ready  to  cross.  The  army  was 
abundantly  supplied  with  provisions  ; this  we  as- 
sert, without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  every  officer  and  private  whom  we  have 
yet  seen.  Gen.  Porter  conducted  with  his  usual  bra- 
very and  discretion.  He  offered  to  go  over  with  the 
volunteers  only  and  four  pieces  of  light  artillery,  and 
pledged  himself  to  take  Foi  t Erie— but  this  was  re- 
fused by  the  great  Smyth.  He  purposely  and  with  ma- 
4ice  prepense , called  Smyth  a coward,  a traitor  and  a 
villain  I and  the  brave  and  gallant  general  has  hi- 
therto declined  taking  any  notice  of  his  expressions  ! 
It  would  be  useless  for  us  to  repeat  them  ; we  mere- 
ly put  them  on  record,  without  holding  ourselves 
responsible  for  the  consequences. 

It  gratifies  us  to  learn  that  the  volunteers  acted 
©n  this  occasion,  as  we  expected  from  their  bravery 
and  prudence. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  are  compelled  to  say,  that 
there  never  was  an  expedition  better  planned  and  bet- 
ter prepared  but  no  one  worse  executed.  Nothing 
failed  but  the  genera!,  a term  which  seems  to  imply 
disgrace,  for  never  was  a nation  cursed  with  worse 
generals  than  the  American  people  seem  to  have 
been. 

We  learn  with  surprize  and  astonishment,  that 
capt.  Rees  of  Geneva,  Iras  received  orders  to  build 
barracks  at  that  place,  for  the  winter  quarters  of  an 
army.” 

CirincoTHE,  December  2. 

We  understand  that  a body  of  troops  set  out  from 
camp  a few  days  since  on  a secret  expedition,  to  be 
accomplished  in  twenty  days.  They  are  to  proceed 
to  Xenia,  and  from  thence  to  Springfield  and  Eaton, 
and  from  the  latter  place  to  that  of  their  destination. 
The  troops  engaged  in  this  expedition  are  composed 
of  the  following  corps,  viz  : 

Major  BalPs  squadron  of  U.  S.  volunteers,  and 


twelve  months  dragoons. 

200 

Simrall’s  regiment  Kentuckj'  ditto. 

220 

Select  U.  S.  infantry,  captain  Elliott, 

50 

Butler  and  Alexander’s  companies. 

70 

540 

Letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  have  been  issued 
by  the  British  government  against  the  United  States. 
This  is  only  giving  a legal  sanction  to  the  ivar  that 
has  existed  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  for  several 
years. 

A splendid  ball  and  and  entertainment  was  given 
to  captain  Decatur  and  liife  officers  on  their  arrival 
at  New-  London. 

Several  enemy  vessels  of  war  are  cruizing  off  the 
capes  of  Virginia. 

In  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina,  November 
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24th,  Mr.  Cogdal  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  purchase  and  equip  a vessel 
of  tear — -a  ship  of  the  line. 

In  tlfe  legislature  of  Pennyhania  a resolution  has 
been  submitted  to  build  a frigate  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States : We  trust  this  great  and  powerful 
state,  “ the  arch  of  the  Union,”  will  give  us  many 
examples  of  practical  patriotism.  Seventy  sixer* 
are  the  fashion  of  the  times. 

The  ship  Madison  was  safely  launched  at  SacketPs 
Harbor  (Lake  Ontario)  on  the  26th  ultimo.  She 
a beautiful  corvettc-built  ship  of  the  following  di- 
mensions : one  hundred  and  twelve  feet  keel,  thirty- 
two  feet  and  a half  beam,  eleven  feet  and  a half  hold ; 
five  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  and  will  mount  twenty- 
four  thirty  two  pounders,  carronades.  She  was  built 
throughout  in  the  space  of  forty-five  days  ! 

The  common  council  of  Philadelphia  have  unani3, 
mously  voted  a “superb  sword  of  American  manufac- 
ture,” to  captain  Decatur. 

It  is  stated  that  capt.  Carden , late  of  the  Maced*)* 
man  who  has  seen  much  service,  says  that  at  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Nile  and  Trafalgar  (in  which  he  was)  he 
did  not  behold  such  a destructive  fire  as  Decatur 
kept  up — he  emphatically  calls  it  “tremendous 
It  is  further  said  that  he  had  declared  his  intention  of 
recommending  “to  his  majesty’s  government”  the 
necessity  of  withdrawing  all  the  frigates  on  this  sta- 
tion, as  nothing  but  ships  of  the  line  can  contend 
with  our  vessels  ! 

A splendid  entertainment  was  given  to  c..pt.  Jove?, 
late  of  the  Wasp,  in  Philadelphia, on  Friday  the  11th 
inst.  Wm.  Tilghman,  chief  justice  of  Pennsylvania, 
presided,  he  was  supported  Edward  Bond,  esq  John 
Barker  (maj  or)  and  com.  Dale,  the  gallant  1st  lieu- 
tenant to  the  memorable  Paul  Jones  ; 180  gentlemen 
sat  down  to  the  table ; after  the  cloth  was  removed 
a great  many  American  toasts  were  drank.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening  elegant  transparencies  were 
exhibited  in  (i honor  of  the  brave.” 

It  is  stated  that  a considerable  number  of  the  crew 
of  the  Macedonian  have  made  their  escape  since  the 
arrival  of  that  ship  at  N.  London.  So  much  for  the 
desire  of  British  seamen  to  return  to  “his  majesty’s 
service”  to  fight  for  “ religion  and  liberty .”  This  abuse 
ought  to  be  prevented  : we  want  them  for  exchange. 

An  eastern  paper  presents  us  with  the  following, 
statement  shewing  the  mighty  superiority  of  our 
tars,  in  the  art  of  gunnery. 

Americans.  Killed  ix  Wounded.  British.  Killed  & Wounded . 


The  President  had  1 The  Little  Belt  33 

Constitution  14  Guerriere  104 

Wasp  10  Frolic  75 

United  States  11  Macedonian  106 

36  318 

36 

Difference  in  favor  of  America  282 


“ To  this  astonishing  difference  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  two  must  be  added  the  extraordinary 
manner  in  which  the  masts,  spars  and  rigging  of  the^ 
enemy’s  ships  were  crippled  : three  out  of  four  of 
them  being  wholly  dismasted.” 

An  Albany  paper  of  the  10th  inst.  states  that  com. 
Chauncey  has  returned  to  Sacket’s  Harbor,  to  lay  up 
for  the  winter.  The  British  vessels  have  also  gone 
into  Kingston  for  the  same  purpose.  The  weather 
at  this  season  of  the  year  is  extremely  inclement  on 
and  near  the  lakes. 

Copy  of  a letter  from,  Commodore  Dodgers  to  the  Se" 
cretary  of  the  Novy. 

At  Sea,  long.  32  lat.  33,  Nov.  1, 1812. 
Sru — I wrote  \rou  on  the  18ih  irftt.  by  the  British 
packet  Swallow^  informing  you  of  havin  g captured 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


253 


that  vessel  with  between  an  hundred  and  fifty  and 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  board  ; and  I now 
write  you  by  a British  south-sea  ship,  loaded  with 
oil,  captured  yesterday,  one  of  two  ships  under  con- 
voy of  the  frigate  Galatea. 

The  above  skip  is  manned  from  the  Congress,  and 
it  is  now  blowing  so  fresh,  that  I cannot  learn  from ! 
capt.  Smith  her  name,  having  separated  from  him 
yesterday  in  chase  of  the  Galatea  whilst  he  was  man- 
ning the  prize,  and  owing  to  excessive  bad  weather, 
last  night,  was  unable  to  join  him  to-day. 

1 got  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  the  Galatea  by 
sun-set,  but  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night  ena- 
bled her  to  escape. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  &e. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

The  hon.  Paul  Hamilton , 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

DECATUR’S  VICTORY. 

The  official  letters  of  captains  Decatur  and  Jones, 
(“the  latter  has  already  been  inserted  in  the  Register) 
were  communicated  to  congress  on  the  11th  inst.  in 
the  following  message — 

Tq  the  Senate  and  House 

of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.  H 

I transmit  to  congress  copies  of  a letter  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  from  captain  Decatur,  of  the 
frigate  “ United  States,”  reporting  his  combat  and 
capture  of  the  British  frigate  Macedonian.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  that  officer  and 
his  companions  on  board,  for  the  consummate  skill 
and  conspicuous  valor  by  which  this  trophy  has  been 
added  to  the  naval  arms  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit,  also,  a letter  from  captain  Jones,  who 
commanded  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  reporting  his 
capture  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  the  Frolic,  after 
.a  close  action,  in  which  other  brilliant  titles  will  be 
seen  to  the  public  admiration  and  praise. 

A nation,  feeling  what  it  owes  to  itself  and  its 
citizens,  could. never  abandon  to  arbitrary  violence 
on  the  ocean  a class  of  them  which  gives  such  ex- 
amples of  capacity  and  courage,  in  defending  their 
rights  on  that  element ; examples  which  ought  to 
impress  on  the  enemy,  however  brave  and  powerful, 
a preference  of  justice  and  peace  to  hostility  against 
a country  whose  prosperous  career  may  be  accele- 
rated, but  cannot  be  prevented  by  the  assaults  made 
on  it.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Washington , Dec.  11,  1812. 

U S.  ship  United  States,  at  Sea, 

October  30,  1812- 

The  hon.  Paul  Hamtltom, 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the 
25tl\  inst.  being  in  the  lat  29  N.  long.  29,  30  W.  we 
fell  in  with,  and,  after  an  action  of  an  hour  and  an 
half,  captured  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  Macedo- 
nian, commanded  by  capt.  John  Carden,  and  mount- 
ing 49  carriage  guns  (the  odd  gun  shifting.)  She  is 
a frigate  of  the  largest  class,  two  years  old,  four 
months  out  of  dock,  and  reputed  one  of  the  best 
sailers  in  the  British  service.  The  enemy  being*  to 
windward  had  the  advantage  of  engaging  us  at  his 
own  distance,  which  was  so  great,  that  for  the  first 
half  hour  we  did  not  use  our  carronades,  and  at  no 
moment  was  he  within  the  complete  effect  of  our 
musketry  or  grape — to  this  circumstance  and  a heavy 
swell,  which  was  on  at  the  time,  I ascribe  the  unu- 
sual length  of  the  action. 

The  enthusiasm  of  every  officer,  seaman  and  ma- 
rine on  board  this  ship,  on  discovering  the  enemy — 
their  steady  conduct  in  battle,  and  precision  of  their 
fire,  could  not  be  surpassed.  Where  all  met  my 
fullest  expectations,  it  would  be  unjust  in  me  to 
discriminate  Permit  me,  however,  tv>  recommend 


to  your  particular  notice,  my  first  lieutenant,  Wm- 
H.  Alien.  He  has  served  with  me  upwards  of  five 
years,  and  to  his  unremitted  exertions  in  disciplining, 
the  erew,  is  to  be  imputed  the  obvious  superiority  of 
our  gunnery  exhibited  in  the  result  of  this  contest. 

Subjoined  is  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
both  sides.  Our  loss  compared  with  that  of  the  ene- 
my will  appear  small.  Amongst  our  wounded,  you 
will  observe  the  name  of  lieutenant  Funk,  who  died 
a few  hours  after  the  action — he  was  an  officer  of 
great  gallantry  and  promise,  and  the  service  has  sus- 
tained a severe  loss  in  his  death. 

The  ’ Macedonian  lost  her  mizen-mast,  fore  and 
main-top-masts  and  main-yard,  and  was  much  cut 
up  in  her  lip  11.  The  damage  sustained  by  this  ship 
was  not  such  as  to  render  her  return  into  port  neces- 
sary, and  had  I not  deemed  it  important  that  we 
should  see  our  prize  in,  should  have  continued  our 
cruise. 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  I apV, 
sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Signed,  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

List  of  killed  and  wowided  on  board  the  U.  States . 

Thomas  Brown,  New-York,  seaman — Henry  Shep- 
herd, Philadelphia,  do. — Win.  Murray,  Boston,  a 
boy — Michael  O’Donnel,  New-York,  private  marine 
— John  Roberts,  do.  do.* — Killed. 

-*John  Musser  Funk,  Philadelphia,  lieutenants- 
*John  Archibald,  New-York,  carpenters*  crew— 
Christian  Clark,  do.  seaman — George  Christophef, 
do.  ordinary  seaman — George  Mahar,  do.  do. — Wm. 
James,  do.  do.— John  Laton,  do.  private  marine— 
Wounded. 

On  board  the  Macedonian  there  were  thirty-six 
killed,  and  sixty-eight  wounded.  Among  tile  for- 
mer were  the  boatswain,  one  master’s  mate  and  the 
school  master,  and  of  the  latter  were  the  first  and 
third  lieutenants,  one  master’s  mate  and  two  mid- 
shipmen. 

The  prize  mentioned  above  has  arrived  at  Norfolk. 

An  officer  of  the  frigate  United  States,  speaking- 
of  Decatur's  late  victory,  says — “I  am  aware  it  will 
be  said,  she  is  a little  ship,  with  five  g'uns  less  than 
you,  and  a hundred  men  less,  and  carries  lighter  me- 
tal, &c. — well,  all  this  is  true — she  is  infeiior  in  all 
these — but  she  is  just  such  a ship  as  the  English  have 
achieved  all  their  single  ship  victories  in — ’twas  in 
such  a ship  that  sir  Robert  Bablow  took  the  Afn~ 
caive — that  sir  Michael  Seymour  took  the  11  run  f, 
and  afterwards  the  Niemen — that  capt.  Mii.ne  took, 
the  Vengeance , capt.  Cook  the  La  P'orte , capt.  Lavie 
the  Guerriere , capt.  Rowley  the  Venus , and  God 
knows  how  many  others  ; she  is,  in  tonnage,  men  ar.d 
guns,  such  a ship  as  the  English  prefer  to  all  others, 
and  have,  till  the  Gver  Here's  loss,  always  thought  a 
match  for  any  single  decked  ship  afloat.  You  will 
observe  the  ship  Was  just  out  of  dock,  her  masts 
were  better  than  the  Guerriere' s.  She  had  taken  no 
prizes — her  compliment  was  full.  She  was  not  built 
of  fir,  thirty  years  ago,  as  said  of  that  ship,  but  of 
the  best  Fmglish  oak,  two  years  since.” 

i'ROM  THE  T.ONLON  GAZETTE. 

Adrf  rally  Office,  October  1 0. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  vice-admiral  Sawyer,  to  John 

Wilson  Crokec,  esq.  dated  on  board  his  majesty’s 

ship  Africa,  at  Halifax,  the  loth  Sept.  1812. 

Sir — It  is  with  extreme  concern  I have  to  request 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  admiralty,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a let- 
ter from  captain  Dacres,  of  his  majesty’s  late  ship 
Guerriere,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  sustained 
a close  action  of  near  two  hours,  on  the  19tli  uh- 

* Since  dead. 
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upper  vieck,  and  476  men  : her  loss  in  comparison 
with  curs  is  trifling',  about  twenty  : the  first  lieuten- 
ant of  marines  and  8 killed ; and  first  lieutenant  and 
master  of  the  ship,  atul  eleven  men  wounded  ; her 
lower  masts  badly  wounded,  and  stern  much  shat- 
ered,  and  very  much  cut  up  about  the  rigging. 

The  Guerriere  was  so  cut  up,  that  all  attempts  to 
get  her  in  would  have  been  useless.  As  soon  a.-  live 
wounded  were  got  out  of  her,  they  set  her  on  fire  ; 
and  I feel  it  my  duty  to  state,  that  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Hull  and  his  officers  to  our  men,  has  been 
that  of  a brave  enemy,  the  greatest  care  being  taken 
to  prevent  our  men  losing  the  smallest  trifle,  and  the 
greatest  attention  being  paid  to  the  wounded,  who, 
through  the  attention  and  skill  of  Mr.  Irvine,  sur- 
geon, I hope  will  do  well. 

I hope,  though  success  has  not  crowned  our  ef- 
forts, you  will  not  think  it  presumptuous  in  me  to 
to  say,  the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  the  officers  and 
ship’s  company  for  their  exertions,  particularly  when 
exposed  to  the  heavy  raking  fire  of  the  enemy.  I 
feel  particularly  obliged  for  the  exertions  of  lient. 
Kent,  who  though  wounded  early  by  a splinter,  con- 
tinued to  assist  me — in  the  second  lieutenant  the 
service  has  suffered  a severe  loss  ; Mr.  Scott,  the 
master,  though  wounded,  was  particularly  attentive, 
and  used  everv  exertion  in  clearing  the  wreck,  aa 
did  the  warrant  officers.  Lieutenant  Nicholl  of  the 
supported  the  honora- 
ble character  of  their  oorps,  and  they  suffered  se- 
verely. I must  recommend  Mr.  Shaw,  master’s 
male,  who  commanded  the  foremast  main  deck  guns 
in  the  absence  of  lieutenant  Pullman,  and  the  whole 
after  the  fall  of  lieutenant  Ready,  to  your  protec- 
tion, he  having  received  a severe  contusion  from  a 


with  the  American  frigate  Constitution,  of  very  su- 
perior force,  both  in  guns  and  men  (of  the  latter  al- 
most double)  when  the  Guerriere  being  totally  dis- 
masted, she  rolled  so  deep  as  to  render  all  further 
efforts  at  the  guns  unavailing,  and  it  become  a du- 
ty to  spare  the  lives  of  the  remaining  part  of  her 
valuable  crew,  by  hauling  down  her  colors.  The 
masts  fell  Over  the  side,  from  which  she  was  about 
to  be  engaged,  in  a very  favorable  position  for  rak- 
ing by  the  enemy.  A few  hours  after  she  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  it  was  found  impossible  to 
keep  her  above  water  ; she  was  therefore  set  fire  to 
rind  abandoned,  which  I hope  will  satisfy  their  lord- 
ships  she  was  defended  to  the  last.  ' 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  SAWYER,  vice-admiral. 

Bostox,  Sept.  7, 1812. 

Sin — I am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of 
his  majesty’s  late  ship  Guerriere,  by  the  American 
frigate  Constitution,  after  a severe  action  on  the  19th 
August,  in  lat.  40  deg’.  20  minutes  N.  and  long.  55 
deg.  W.  At  2 P.  M.  being  by  the  wind  on  the  star- 
hoard  tack,  we  saw  a sail  on  our  weather  beam, 
bearing  down  on  us.  At  3,  made  her  out  to  be  a 
man  of  war,  beat  to  quarters  and  prepared  for  ac- 
tion. At  4,  she  closing  fast,  wore  to  prevent  her 
raking  us.  At  ten  minutes  past  4,  hoisted  our  colors 

and  fired  several  shot  at  her ; at  twenty  minutes  past  I royal  marines,  and  his  party 
4,  she  hoisted  her  colors  and  returned'  our  fire,  wore 
several  times  to  avoid  being  raked,  exchanging 
broadsides.  At  5,  she  closed  on  our  starboard  beam, 
both  keeping  up  a heavy  fire  and  stearing  free,  his 
intention  being  evidently  to  cross  our  bow.  At  20 
minutes  past  5,  our  mizen-mast  went  over  the  star- 
board quarter  and  brought  the  ship  up  in  the  wind  ; j splinter.  I must  point  out  Mr.  Garb)',  acting  purs 
the  enemy  then  placed  himself  on  our  larboard  bow,  jer,  to  your  notice,  who  volunteered  his  services  on 
raking  us,  a few  only  of  our  bow  guns  bearing,  and  {deck,  and  commanded  the  after  quarter-deck  guns, 
bis  grape  and  riflemen  sweeping  our  deck.  At  forty  and  was  particularly  active,  as  well  as  Mr.  Bannis- 
minutes  past  5,  the  ship  not  answering  her  helm,  he  ter,  midshipman.  I hope  in  considering  the  cir- 
attempted  to  lay  us  onboard;  at  this  time  Mr. ; cumstances,  you  will  think  the  ship  entrusted  to  my 
Grant,  who  commanded  the  forecastle,  was  carried  j charge,  properly  defended — the  unfortunate  loss  of 
below  badly  wounded.  I immediately  ordered  the  jour  masts,  the  absence  of  the  3d  lieutenant,  2d  lieu- 
marines  and  boarders  from  the  main  deck  ; tlie mas- ‘tenant  of  marines,  three  midshipmen  and  twenty- 
tsr  was  at  this  time  shot  through  the  knee,  and  l ! four  men,  considerably  weakened  our  crew,  and  we 
received  a severe  wound  in  the  back.  Lieut.  King |ouly  mustered  at  quarters  two  hundred  and  fort y- 
was  leading  the  boarders,  when  the  ship  coming  too, ! four  men,  and  nineteen  boys,  on  coming  into  action  ; 
we  brought  some  of  our  bow  guns  to  bear  on  her,  j the  enemy  had  such  an  advantage  from  his  marines 
and  had  got  clear  of  our  opponent,  when  at  twenty  and  riflemen,  when  close,  and  his  superior  sailing 
minutes  past  6,  our  fore  and  mainmast  went  over  the  enabled  him  to  choose  his  distance 


■side,  leaving  tlie  ship  a perfect  unmanageable  wreck*. 
The  frigate  shooting  ahead  I was  in  hopes  to  clear 
the  wreck,  and  get  the  ship  under  command  to  re- 
new the  actia  i,  but  just  as  we  had  cleared  the 
wreck,  our  spntsail  yard  went,  and  the  enemy  hav- 
ing drove  new  braces,  &c.  wore  round  within  pistol 
shot,  to  rake  us,  the  ship  lying  in  the  trough  of  the 
sea,  and  rolling  her  main  deck  guns  under  water, 
and  all  attempts  to  get  her  before  the  wind  being 
fruitless,  when  calling  my  few  remaining  officers  to- 
gether, they  were  all  of  opinion  that  any  further  re- 
sistance would  only  be  a needless  waste  of  lives,  I 
ordered,  though  reluctantly,  the  colors  to  be  struck. 

Tiie  loss  of  the  ship  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  early 
fall  of  her  mizen-mast,  which  enabled  our  opponent 
to  choose  ids  position.  I am  sorry  to  say,  we  suf- 
fered considerably  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  most- 
ly while  she  lay  on  our  bow,  from  her  grape  and 
znusquetfry  ; in  all,  fifteen  killed  and  sixty-three 
wounded,  many  of  them  severely ; none  of  the 
wounded  officers  quitted  the  deck  until  the  firing 
ceased. 

The  frigate  proved  to  be  the  United  States’  ship 
Constitution,  of  thirty  24-poundcrs  on  her  main  deck 
wad  twenty-four  3^pounders,  and  two  18’s  on  her 


T enclose  herewith  a list  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  tlie  Guerriere. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  R.  DACRES. 

A list  of  officers,  seamen  and  marines  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  board  his  majesty* s ship  Guerriere , in  the  ac- 
tion of  the  19 th  August , 1812. 
killed — Henry  Ready,  2d  lieutenant,  and  14  sea- 
men. 

wouxmm — James  R.  Dacres,  esq.  captain,  severe- 
ly ; Bartholomew  Kent,  1st  lieutenant,  slightly,  and 
61  seamen. 

[The  men  “missing,”  are  not  mentioned,  j 

The  French  in  Russia. 

We  have  a series  of  French  bulletins  to  the  26th 

of  September. The  emperor  JVapoleon  entered 

Moscow  on  the  14th,  at  mid-dav,  and  took  up  his 
quarters  in  the  Kremlin,  a large  palace  or  citadel, 
in  the  centre  of  the  city  surrounded  by  high  walls. 
The  French  say,  “the  city  of  Moscow  is  as  large  as 
Paris” — and  call  it  the  entrepot  of  Asia  and  Europe. 
On  the  16th,  tlie  Russians  set  fire  to  it  “in  500  dit- 
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ibrent  places They  had  previously  removed  or  de- 
stroyed the  fire  engines,  and  the  houses  being  chief- 
ly of  wood,  it  became  “an  ocean  of  flame.”  Nearly 
1,600  churches,  1,000  palaces,  and  almost  the  whole 
citv,  the  Kremlin  excepted,  was  reduced  to  ashe6 
and  naked  walls— 30,000  sick  and  wounded  Russian 
soldiers  were  burnt  to  death  1—200,000  people  were 
reduced  to  beggary,  and  immense  stores  of  merchan- 
dize from  all  parts  of  the  world,  entirely' consumed. 
The  French  charge  this  mighty  devastation  to  the 
Russian  governor  Rostanchin,  who  let  loose  for  the 
purpose  3,000  malefactors.  In  the  cellars  of  the 
burnt  houses,  the  French  found  an  abundance  of 
provisions,  with  wines,  brandies,  sugar  and  coffee, 
laid  in  by  the  poor  inhabitants  for  their  winter’s  sub- 
sistence,* or  deposited  by  the  merchants  for  sale,  with 
great  quantities  of  pelisses  and  furs.  They  also 
obtained  60,000  new  muskets,  150  pieces  of  cannon, 

600.000  balls  and  shells,  1,500,000  cartridges, 

400.000  lbs.  powder,  and  a like  quantity  of  salt  petre 
and  sulphur.  Three  hundred  of  the  incendiaries 
were  arrested  and  shot — they  were  provided  with 
fuses  and  squibs,  to  extend  the  work  of  destruction. 
The  loss  to  Russia  is  incalculable.  An  apprehension 
existing  at  St.  Petersburg  that  Bonaparte  might  vi- 
sit that  place,  Alexander  had  permitted  some  pro- 
perty to  be  embarked  from  it,  though  he  said  he  saw 
no  ground  for  fear.  He  has  ordered  a new  levy  of 

400,000  men,  and  appears  determined  to  prosecute 
the  war  to  the  last  extremity.  But  rumor  says  he 
has  sued  for  peace,  which  is  probably  true. 

The  following  account  of  Moscow,  as  it  was,  for 
which  we  are  indebted  to  the  industry  of  the  editor 
of  the  Essex  Register,  is  now  of  peculiar  interest : 

“In  the  edition  of  Busching’s  invaluable  Geogra- 
phy, published  and  translated  in  1762,  the  following 
is  the  outline  then  given  of  Moscow.  He  gives  it 
the  antiquity  of  six  centuries,  and  a circuit  much 
less  than  it  formerly  had,  of  24  English*  miles,  lying 
in  a curve  formed  by  the  river  from  which  it  takes 
its  name.  He  gives  tlie  churches  at  1600.  Of  these 
11  were  cathedrals  and  271  parish  churches,  the  rest 
either  belong  to  the  convents,  or  are  private  chapels. 
The  public  edifices  or  palaces  were  44.  He  says 
more  in  commendation  of  the  plan  of  the  city  than 
of  its  buildings,  more  of  the  riches  of  public  struc- 
tures than  of  the  improvements  of  domestic  life. 
The  city  he  represents  in  four  circles,  which  lay  one 
within  another.  The  interior  cixxle,  or  fortress,  is 
distinguished  by  its  structures,  and  it  was  sur- 
rounded with  thick  walls  and  towers,  defended  by 
cannon  and  secured  by  moats  and  ramparts.  The 
second  circle  in  which  commerce  is  transacted,  had 
a high  wall  around  it,  with  towers  and  bulwarks. 
The  third  circle  is  named  from  a white  wall  which 
surrounds  it.  The  fourth  circle  was  surrounded 
with  ramparts  of  earth,  which  enclosed  the  other 
three,  and  contained  within  it  about  17  wersts,  the 
werst  being  about  3500  English  feet,  and  the  Eng- 
lish mile  5280  of  the  same  feet,  so  that  it  is  larger 
than  London,  and  without  a sixth  part  of  the  popu 
lation  of  London.  In  the  eighth  edition  of  Busching, 
in  1787,  he  gives  the  circumference  at  26  wersts,  and 
describes  the  city  as  having  260  parish  churches,  708 
stynie  and  11,810  wooden  buildiugs,  and  85,731  male 
add  87,053  female  inhabitants  in  1770.  It  does  not 
appear  that  any  favorable  change  had  been  made  in 
its  fortifications.  In  this  period,  Mr.  Coxe  was  at 
Moscow,  and  introduced  to  the  celebrated  Muller, 
of  whom  be  has  given  an  account,  and  from  whom  he 
could  receive  the  most  correct  information.  Mr 


The  reader  who  consults  Mr.  Coxe  will  find  more 
of  the  literary  than  military  history  of  Moscow,  as 
the  state  of  defence  is  to  us  the  first  subject  of  our 
present  enquiries.  OliVarius  informs  us  in  1800,  that 
the  circumference  of  the  city  is  40  wersts  between 
10  and  12  French  leagues  ; that  it  has  53  principal 
streets,  and  482  intersecting  streets  pass  through  the 
great  mass  of  10,000  buildings.  He  represents  tire 
population  at  200,000,  but  in  winter  at  300,000.” 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

Tire  house  of  representatives,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  were  occupied  on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Mon- 
day, on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  relative  to  the  Merchant’s  Bonds,  as  hereto- 
fore noticed — and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  that 
report,  yeas  49— against  it  52.  Several  substitutes 
were  afterwards  proposed.  But  nothing  further  was 
done.  It  is,  however  supposed,  that  this  vote  is  not 
conclusive — the  proceedings  of  the  committee  have 
not  been  confirmed  by  the  house. 

In  the  senate,  on  the  12th  inst.  a bill  directing  tire 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remit  the  penalties  of 
the  merchants,  &c.  prevailed,  27  to  3.  On  the  14tli, 
having  under  consideration  a bill  to  increase  the 
navy,  a motion  made  to  strike  out  the  provisions 
for  building  ships  of  the  line,  was  negatived  as  fol- 
low : 

For  the  motion — Messrs.  Crawford,  Franklm,  Lam- 
bert, Robinson,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Taylor  and  Turner. 

Against  the  motion — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb, Brent, 
Campbell  of  Ten.  Cutts,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Magruder,  Pope,  Posey,  Smith 
ofMd.  Tait  and  Varnum. 

The  engrossed  bill  directing  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeitures,  &c.  in  certain 
cases,  was  taken  up,  and  on  the  question,  “shall  the 
bill  pass  V* 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  25  to  5. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were, 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Cutts,  Dana,  Gaillard, 
German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, 
Hov/ell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Magruder,  Pope, 
Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Md.  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner  and  Varnum. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were, 

Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Crawford,  Frank- 
lin and  Worthington. 

On  Monday,  the  14th  inst.  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives took  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  relative  to  the  merchant’s  bonds,  &c.  and 
Messrs.  Quincy  and  Widgery  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  and  Mr.  JVeivton  against  it. 

On  Tuesday,  the  bill  from  the  senate  respecting 
the  merchant’s  bonds,  referred  to  above,  was  twice 
read,  and  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb  to  post- 
pone the  subject  indefinitely — after  debate  the  house 
adjourned  without  a decision. 

On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Qvincy  submitted  a motion, 
the  purport  of  which  waste  ascertain  the  names  of 
the  officers  under  commodore  Preble,  who  had  re- 
ceived swords,  &.c.  in  consequence  of  a resolution  uf 
congress  of  March  3,  1805,  appropriating  §20,000 
for  that  purpose — which  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Bibb's 
motion  relative  to  the  merchant’s  bonds,  and  the  yeas 


and  nays  being  required,  were — for  indefinite  post- 
ponement 61 — against  it  63.  The  bill  from  the  senate 
Coxe  says  a fine  view  of  Moscow  can  be  had  from ! was  finally  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  ami 
an  eminence  a few  miles  from  the  city'.  He  affirms  I means. 

that  there  are  above  1000  places  of  worship  in  the  1 The  house  then  went  into  a committee  of  the 
city,  of  which  199  are  of  brick,  | whole  on  u bill  from  the  senate  for  increasing  the 
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American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  239. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

*•  And  not  a sail  without  permission  spreads!” 

British  Naval  Register. 

2 77.  The  schooner  America,  of  JVewburyport,  sent 
into  Salem,  by  the  privateers  Fame,  Industry  and 
Dromo,  laden  with  salt.  dj^These  privateers,  pass- 
ing Indian  island,  a British  post,  were  fired  upon  by 
the  enemy.  They  returned  the  compliment,  and  de- 
termined to  seize  all  the  vessels  then  lying  there. — 
They  succeeded  only  in  getting  their  neighbor's  ves- 
sel out,  the  rest  being  run  on  shore.  She  is  good 
prize,  for  trading  with  the  enemy. 

278.  Brig , for  Jamaica — a valuable  vessel, 

sent  into  New  London  by  the  Joel  Barlow  privateer. 

279.  Schooner  John  Bull,  a king’s  packet,  out  of 
New-Providence,  chased  on  shore  on  Crooked  island, 
by  the  Rover  of  New-Yorlc. 

280.  Ship  Argo,  from  a South-sea  voyage  for  Lon- 
don, carrying  10  guns-  and  2 swivels,  with  a large 
number  of  small  arms,  and  26  men  ; laden  with  1400 
casks  of  oil  and  15  tons  of  whale -bone — taken  off  the 
Western  islands  by  the  U.  S.  frigates  President  and 
Congress. — (See  com.  Rodgers’ letter.)  This  is  a 
Very  valuable  prize. 

281.  Frigate  MACEDONIAN,  49  gams,  and  306 
men,  sent  into  NewYork  by  the  frigate  United.  States, 
captain  Decatur.  (See  official  account  page  253.)  The 
Macedonian  is  a frigate  of  the  first  class — anew 
vessel,  only  four  months  out  of  dock  ; a fast  sailer, 
and  termed  bv  her  late  officers  the  “ Flo-wer  pf  Old 
England She  is  to  be  immediately  fitted  out — it 
is  rumoured  that  captain  Jones , late  of  the  TVasp,  is 
to  have  the  command  of  her. 

282.  Ship  John  Hamilton,  550  tons,  mounting  16 
guns,  12  pounders,  and  30  men,  from  Honduras  for 
London,  laden  with  700  tons  of  mahogany,  sent  into 
Baltimore  by  the  Dolphin  privateer,  of  that  port,  af- 
ter a smart  action,  but  without  the  loss  of  lives  on 
either  side,  though  several  were  wounded.  A fine 
prize. 

283.  Brig  , from  the  Brazils,  laden  with 

cotton,  sent  into  the  Chesapeake  by  the  U.  S.  brig 
Argus. 

284.  Schooner  Loreen,  from  Martinico  for  St.Mar 
tins,  laden  with  sugar  and  coffee,  sent  into  Philadel 
phia  by  the  Revenge,  of  that  port. 

285.  Brig  Bacchus,  of  Port  Glasgow,  in  ballast- 
sent  into  Salem  by  the  Revenge  privateer. 


navy.  This  bill  contemplates  the  building  of  fourj  March  next,  by  the  legislature  rtf  Pennsylvania,  ;•» 
ships  of  the  line,  and  six  heavy  frigates.  After  some  the  place  of  Mr.  Gregg. — The  votes  were  for  Mr 
lime  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  reported  Laycock  63 ; Mr.  I).  Montgomery  26 ; Mr.  J.  Wen* 
progress,  and  had  leave  to, sit  again.  ver  6 : and  Mr.  James  Brady  22.  The  three  fiist 

were  supported  by  the  ^ republicans.” 

A nephew  of  the  baron  de  Baetueil,  one  of  the 
ministers  of  Louis  XVI.  obtained  a livelihood  at 
Hamburgh,  a few  months  since,  by  sweeping  the 
streets. 

Many  have  read  and  admired  governor  Plumer’s 
speech  to  the  legislaturq,of  New-liampshire,  inserted 
in  the  Register  a short  time  ago.  Such  will  be 
pleased  to  learn  that  the  sentiments  therein  expressed 
have  been  fully  supported  by  the  vote  of  each  house 
on  their  replies,  as  customary.  In  the  senate  7 to  5 
— in  the  house  of  representatives  93  to  77. 

A Spanish  vessel,  so  called  arrived  at  Boston  from 
Cadiz,  was  overhauled  by  an  Algerine  cruizcr,  and 
after  a very  careful  examination  of  her  Mediteranean 
pass,  suffered  to  proceed.  The  Algerines  particu- 
larly enquired  .ho  v/ many  American  vessels  were  at 
Cadiz,  &c. 

“ Yankee  ingenuity .” — For  r^any:  years  the  Britisli 
have  been  in  the  habit  pf  manufacturing  our  ship, 
ping  papers.  Our  folks  are  returning  the  compli- 
ment, and  are  daily  engaged  in  making  British  li- 
censes, to  trade  to  Spain,  Portugal  St.  Bartholo- 
mews, &c. 

Virginia  legislature.  Dec.  9 ■ — John  Taylor,  return- 
ed as  a delegate  from  the  County  of  Lunenburg.  Mr. 
T,  iskr  d to  be  dispensed  from  taking  the  Duelling 
oath,  previous  to  his  taking  his  seat.  The  report  of 
the  committee  was  unfavorable.  A motion  was  made 
in  the  house  to  amend  the  report,  so  as  to  dispense 
with  the  oath.  This  amendment  was  urged  on  the 
ground,  that  to  impose  the  duelling  oath  upon  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  was  to  create  a disqual- 
ification not  recognized  by  the  constitution  of  the 
state,  and  that  it  was  therefore  contrary  to  the  Consii- 
tution.  After  a long  and  animated  discussion  in  which 
the  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.Robeftson, 
Archer  and  Leigh,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Noland, 
Blackburn,  Barbour,  Currie,  Thompson  and  Mer- 
cer, the  question  was  put  and  the  amendment  lost — 
Ayes  19,  Noes  147.  The  report  of  the  committee 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Elizabethtown,  (~ N.J.  J Dec.  8. — Last  Sabbath  day, 
as  the  neighbors  were  assembled  at  the  house  of 
William  Green,  in  the  township  of  Springfield,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of 
his  son  Aaron  Green,  the  beams  of  the  floor  on  which 
they  stood  suddenly  gave  way,  and  about  seventy 
persons,  mostly  females,  together  with  the  deceased, 
were  precipitated  into  a deep  cellar,  where  they  lay 
mingled  with  chairs,  tables,  chests  and  other  funi- 
ture,  in  one  promiscuous  heap.  The  groans  of  those 
who  were  thus  buried  beneath  their  fellow-sufferers 
— the  cries  of  others  who  were  severely  bruised,  the 
agonizing  screams  of  mothers  for  their  infant  chil- 
dren, forcibly  tom  from  their  arms,  together  with 
the  coffin,  shattered  to  pieces,  all  formed  a scene 
equally  novel,  unexpected  and  distressing.  By  the 
exertions  of  the  neighboring  men,  who  surrounded 
the  house,  the  sufferers  were  soon  extricated  from 
the  ruins — and  we  are  happy  to  add,  that  although., 
most  of  them  suffered  some  slight  injury,  yet  not 
one  bone  was  broken,  nor,  as  far  as  we  can  learn, 
one  drop  of  blood  shed. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

A report  prevailed  in  London  on  the  19th  Oct.  that 
Alexander  had  solicited  an  armistice  from  Bonaparte, 
which  was  granted  on  certain  terms  dictated  by  the 
latter  as  preliminary  to  a treaty  of  peace.  Power- 
ful reinforcements  to  the  French  have  marched  from 
various  parts  for  Moscow. 

War  between  the  Turks  and  Austrians  is  expected. 

“ Sometimes  by  fire ! ” — Corbett.  Several  impor- 
tant manufacturing  establishments  in  the  United 
States  have  lately  been  destroyed  by  fire.  “ Such 
is  the  ever  watchful  policy  of  Biutain.” 

Colonel  James  Barbour,  is  re-clccted  governor  of 
Virginia,  without  opposition. 

General  Abner  Laycock  has  been  elected  a senator 
of  the  United  States,  for  six  years  from  the  4tli  of 


Erratum  in  the. table  in  the  last  No.  page  2o2,. 
The  correct  return  of  votes  being  received,  it  ap- 
pears that  two  republicans  have  been  elected  to  the 
13th  Congress  in  Massachusetts-— for  1 — 19^  read 
2 — 18;  and  in  the  totals  for  114— 68  read  115— 67 
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Naval  Establishment. 

(concluded  from  page  243.) 

(D.) 

U.  S.  Frigate  Constellation,  .Vbr.  12,  1812. 

Sir — I have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst. 
in  which  you  state  “the  desire  of  the  naval  commit- 
tee to  possess  the  most  comprehensive  information 
upon  naval  subjects,  particularly  the  description  of 
marine  fbree  best  adapted  to  our  defence,  and  the 
relative  efficiency  of  vessels  of  different  rates.”  In 
compliance  therewith,  I have  the  honor  to  answer 
the  questions  you  propound  as  follow's  ; 

Question  1 — -What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  relative 
efficiency  of  ships  of  the  line,  say  74’s  and  large  fri- 
ges ? 

Answer — -The  relative  efficiency  or  force  of  a 74 
gun  ship  and  large  frigates  is  as  one  to  three. 

COM  PAH  ITITE  FORCE. 

A Frigate  of  ffty  gum . 

Gun-deck  30  24  pounders 

Quarter-deck  14  32  lb.  carronades 

forecastle  6 32  do.  do. 


Guns  50 — 1360  lbs.  shot  each  round. 

Men  430 

480  guns  and  men 
A ship  of  the  line,  74  guns. 


Lower  gun  deck 
Upper  do.  do. 
Quarter-deck 
Forecastle 
Do. 

Poop 

Guns 

Men 


28 

30 

16 

8 

2 

4 


42  pounders 
24  do. 

42  do.  carronades, 
42  do.  do. 

24  do.  do. 

68  do.  do. 


88 — 3224  lbs  each  round. 
650 


738  gams  and  men. 

Argument — By  the  above  comparison  it  appears, 
that  a 74  gun  ship  discharges  at  one  round  3224  lbs. 
of  shot,  and  a frigate  of  the  first  class  2360  lbs. ; it 
therefore  clearly  proves  the  position  or  relative  force, 
in  point  of  metal,  to  be  one  to  three  or  thereabouts. 
Whep  this  circumstance  is  considered  jointly  with 
the  following,  it  must  appear  to  others,  as  it  does 
to  me,  that  as  you  increase  the  class  of  the  ship  you 
increase  the  proportion  of  one  to  three,  and  dimi- 
nish, proportionally,  the  expense  of  building,  equip- 
ping and  supporting  them  in  commission,  which  may 
easily  be  established  by  estimates  from  the  depart- 
ment, and  the  experience  of  all  other  maritime  na- 
tions. 

Ships  of  the  line  are  much  stronger  in  scantling, 
thicker  in  the  sides  and  bottom,  less  penetrable  to 
the  shot,  and  consequently  less  liable  to  be  torn  or 
battered  to  pieces,  or  sunk  ; tha.  additional  room  be- 
ing more  than  in  proportion  to  the  additional  num- 
ber of  men,  leaves  greater  space  for  water  and  pro- 
visions, and  admits  of  her  wings  being  kept  clear, 
so  that  shot  penetrating  below  the  water,  the  holes 
can  readily  be  plugged  up  from  the  insides,  and  her 


ral  hours,  snd  if  not  too  much  crippled  m the  spars 
and  rigging,  cnablt  d to  renew  an  action  on  following 
days.  I am  aware  that  some  are  of  opinion,  that  a 
more  divided  force  is  better  calculated  for  action 
from  the  advantageous  position  that  v ould  be  given 
to  a part ; suppose  three  frigates,  of  50  guns,  were 
to  undertake  to  batter  a 74  gun  ship,  and  that  two 
of  them  were  to  occupy  the  quarter  and  stern  of  the 
74  (this  is  placing  them  in  the  most  favorable  posi- 
tion) the  other  frigate  engaged  abreast,  every  thing 
would  then  depend  on  the  time  the  frigate  abreast 
could  maintain  that  position  to  enable  the  other  two 
to  act  with  effect  on  the  stern  and  quarter.  13ut  it 
must  appear  evident  to  all  acquainted  with,  the  two 
classes  of  ships,  that  the  frigate  abreast  could  r.ot 
withstand  the  fire  of  so  heavy  and  compact  a batte- 
ry many  minutes  ; and  in  all  probability  would  be  dis- 
masted or  sunk  the  first  or  second  broadside.  This 
would  decide  the  fate  of  the  other  two.  Much  might 
be  said  upon  the  superiority  of  ships  of  the  line  over 
frigates  in  the  attack  of  batteries  or  their  defence; 
on  the  security  of  valuable  convoys  of  merchant 
ships,  or  troops  sent  on  an  expedition  ; but  their  ad- 
vantages in  these  respects  must  be  apparent  to  all, 
however  unacquainted  with  nautical  affairs. 

Question  2 — What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the.  relative 
efficiency  or  force  of  large  frigates  and  sloops  of 
war  l 

Answer — The  relative  efficiency  of  large  frigates 
and  sloops  of  war  is  at  least  one  to  two. 

COMPARATIVE  FORCE. 

Sloop  of  War. 

Gun-deck  16  12  pounders 

Quarter-deck  8 24  do.  carronades. 

Forecastle  4 .24  do.  do. 


Guns 

Men 


Gun -deck 

Quarter-deck 

Forecastle 

Guns 
Men 


28- 

180 


-480  lbs.  shot 


208  guns  and  men 


Fr 


30 

14 

6 


gates 

24  pounders 
32  do.  carronades 


32  do. 


do. 


50 — 1360  lbs.  shot 
430 


Question  3 — What  description  of  naval  force  do 
you  think  best  adapted  to  the  defence  of  our  coast 
and  commerce  ? 

Asiswer— Ships  of  the  line  are  best  calculated  for 
die  defence  of  our  coast,  and  for  the  protection  of 
our  inward  and  outward  commerce,  when  engaged 
in  war  with  a foreign  maritime  power. 

argument. — It  cannot  be  supposed,  in  a war  with 
a foreign  maritime  power,  that  that  power  will  only 
send  to  our  coasts  frigates  and  smaller  cviiisers,  be- 
cause we'  possess  no  other  description  of  vessels. 
Their  first  object  will  be  to  restrain,  by  ships  of  the 
line,  our  frigates  and  other  cruisers  from  departing 
and  preying  upon  their  commerce  •,  their  next  ob- 


s inking  thereby  prevented  ; hence  we  have  seen  ships  ject  will  be  to  send  their  smaller  cruisers  in  pursuit 
of  the  line  capable  of  battering  one  another  for  seve-lofour  commerce,  and  bv  havim*  their  ship*  of  thb 

VW  III  li 
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line  parading1  on  our  coast,  threatening*  our  more  ex-  expense,  labor  and  risk ; and  would  nol  docks  great 
posed  seaport  towns,  and  preventing1  the  departure  ly  expedite  the  refitting  of  our  ships  ? 
of  our  small  cruisers,  they  will  be  capturing  what  l Answer. — A dry  dock  agreeable  to  a plan  I furnish- 
commerce  may  have  escaped  theirs,  and  recapturing  Jed  the  department  some  time  since,  to  be  freed  from 
what  prizes  may  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  Thirdly,  water  by  pumps  or  drains,  will  be  indispensible  for 
the . can  at  any  time  withdraw  their  ships  of  the  line,  the  repair  of  ships  of  war,  and  will  be  the  least  ex- 
sheuid.a  more  important  object  require  it,  without! pensive  way  of  repairing  the  bottoms  of  our  ships, 
hazarding  much  on  their  part ; and  return  in  suffi-  and  will  expedite  the  outfits  in  point  of  time  one 


cient  time  to  shut  out  our  cruisers  that  may  have 
departed  during  the  if-  absence.  Fourthly,  they  can 
at  all  times  consult  their  convenience  in  point  of 
time  and  numbers ; and  will  incur  no  expense  and 
risk  of  transports,  for  provisions  and  water  ; but  can 
go  and  procure  their  supplies  at  pleasure  and  return 
to  their  station  ere  their  absence  is  known  to  us. 

Question  4. — What  description  of  force  do  you 
think  best  calculated  to  prosecute  the  present  war, 
and  any  future  war  in  which  we  may  he  engaged  ? 

Answer — For  the  prosecut  ion  of  the  present  war 
with  the  most  effect,,  a mixed  naval  force  of  the  fol- 
lowing description,  is  in  my  opinion  the  best  calcu- 
lated. 

Ships  of  the  line,  to- rate?  in  honor  of  the  year  of  our  in- 
dependence, seventi/sixers,  to  mount  as  follow  .* 

28  42'  pounders  on  the  lower  gun  deck, 

30  24  do.  on  the  upper  do. 

24  42  lb.  carronades  oft  quarter  deck  and  forecastle, 

2 24  pounders  on  forecastle, 

4 68  pound  carronades  on  poop. 

86  guns. 

Frigates  to  rate  40  guns-  to  mount  as  follow  ; 

30  24  pounders  on  gun  deck, 

20  32  lb.  carronades  on  quarter-deck  and  forecastle 
50  guns.. 

Frigates  to  rate  3 2 guns  to  mount  as  follow  .*■ 

26  18  pounders1  on  gun  deck 

16  24  lb.  carronades  on  quarter  deck  and  forecastle 
42  guns. 

Corvette  ships  to  rate  16  guns  to  mount  as  follow  .* 
18  32  pound  carronades 
2 12  pounders 

20  guns. 

Argument . — By  having  a proportion  of  these  class- 
es of  ships  of  war,  the  inner  squadron,  or  guardu 
costa , may  be  composed  of  the' ships  of  the  line,  and 
a few  of  the  32  gun  ships,;  for  repeaters  and  look  out 
ships.  Hence  it  would  produce  one  of  two  results, 
either  that  the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  abandon 
our  coast,  or  bring  on  it  a much  greater  force,  at 
least  double  our  number,  out  of  which  they  will  be 
obliged  to  keep  on  our  coast  a superiority  at  all  th 
hazards  of  the  sea  • and  at  great  additional  expense 
and  risk  of  transports,  to  provision  and  water  them 
Hut  should  they,  from  other  circumstances,  be  un- 


to ten. 

Argument.— A ship  of  war  wanting  repairs  done 
to  her  bottom  or  coppering,  must  be  turned  down 
one  side  at  a time  to  undergo  that  repair  ; therefore, 
to  prepare  a ship  for  that  process  requires  that  her 
upper  masts  should  be  taken  down,  and  all  her 
guns,  stores,  wrater  casks,  ballast,  ammunition,  &x. 
should  be  taken  out — which  leads  to  great  loss , waste 
and  labor:  and  the  time  occupied  in  the  process  will 
be  from  two  to  three  weeks , and  as  much  more  time 
will  be  required  to  re-rig , re-equip , and  replace  her 
guns,  stores  and  other  materials.  The  preparation 
to  dock  a ship  of  war  will  not  require  twelve  hours. 
All  that  is  necessary  to  be  done  is  to  take  out  the 
guns,  and  pump  the  water  out  of  the  water  casks, 
and  when  in  dock  the  repairs  of  her  bottom  can  pro- 
gress on  both  sides  at  the  same  time.  Should  a ship 
of  war  requh*e  a thorough  repair  throughout,  it  can 
never  be  effectually  done  but  in  a dock;  for  in- 
stance, in  repairing  ships  of  war  in  the  water,  they 
are  liable  to  have  their  fine  bottoms  spoiled,  by  hog- 
ging, spreading  or  warping,  which  will  materially 
~ ‘ ‘ ng.  Ships  wanting  thorough  repairs 

require  all  the  plank  stript  off,  inside  and  outside , 
their  beams , knees  and  damps  taken  out ; t ese  ve 
all  they  have  to  bind  their  frames  together  and  there 
by  preserve  their  shape  ; but  when  stripped  of  them 
to  make  room  for  the  new,  they  are  liable  to  hogg 
from  the  greatest  weight  and  body  of  timber  being 
in  the  fore  and  afer  end,  at  which  places  there  is 
no  pressure  upwards  caused  by  the  water,  as  those 
ends  are  sharp ; the  two  extremes  of  the  ship  are 
liable  to  sink  in  the  water  while  the  body  or  middle 
of  the  ship  ri  e ; with  the  upward  pressure  of  the  water. 
The  next  c onsideratien  in  repairing  the  bottoms  in 
the  water,  though  not  of  such  vital  importance,  is 
not  unworn  hy  of  serious  attention  ; the  bolting  in  the 
bottom  ought  to  be  driven  from  the  outside;  but 
when  repaired  afloat,  they  are  under  the  necessity  of 
driving  them  from  the  inside  r hence  the  bottom  will 
not  be  so  strong  nor  so  well  secured. 

The  time  for  answering  the  several  questions  pro- 
pounded to  me  in  vour  letter  of  flic  11th  instant,  be- 
ing very  short,  and  a great  deal  being  required  by 
my  other  avocations,  will,  I trust,  be  a sufficient  apol- 
ogy for  mv  not  going*  more  largely  and  minutely  into 
the  subject,  as'also'fbr  any  inacuracies  I may  have 
committed.  1 will  therefore  close  this  communica- 
tion with  an  expression  of  my  hopes  that  whatever 
may  be  proposed  by  the  naval  committee  to  congress 
on  this  subject,  they  will  strongly  recommend^  to 
their  consideration  the  necessity  of  having 


hat 


able  to  keep  up  this  superior!*  v on  our  coast,  the  tbev  pr0p0se  fov  the  increase  of  the  navy  of  the  best 

and  egress  of  sea^onea  materials-  ~X:-K  — 11 


door  will  be  kept  open  for  the  ingress  and  egress  of  Looked  materials,  which  will  be  by  far  thecheap- 
our  cruisers  and  their  prizes,  while  our  other  classes  Li^  ,m(j  be  logger  in  a state  for  active  service.  \ 
of  shi  ps  may  be  Sent  in  pursuit  of  their  smaller -cruis- 1 £iu^t*  their  past  experience  will  prove  to  their  satis- 
observations  will  apply  J f.,cl*lon  this  position,  that  the  best  materials  are  al-' 
we  may  be  engaged  with  s the  cheapest,  and  that  a slow  increase  is  bet- 
ter th  anaplasty  and  temporary  one. 


ers  and  commerce.  These  observ 
to  all  future  wars  in  which 

the  maritime  powers  ; but  as  we  might  more  fre- 
quently be  engaged  with  the  Rarhary  powers,  the 
frigates  and  16  gun  ships,  wo-ukl  be  better  adapted 
to  that  species  of  warfare  They  have  no  ships  of 
the  line.  The  ships  of  the  line  -could  then  be  laid  up! 
in  ordinary,  dismantled  and  preserved  at  a small  ex- 1 Honorable..  Paul  Hamilton.  , . 

pense.  | Vve. agree  with  captain  Stewart  in  the  within  state- 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  STEWAllT. 


Question  5. — Would  not  the  erection  of  docks  fiti* invent,  in  all  its  parts, 
the  repairs  of  bur  .vessels  produce  a great  saving  inf 


ISAAC  HELL, 
0.  MORRIS. 
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Ships  of  the  United  Slates'  JVuvy , 1798,  1799. 


Guns. 

Years. 

United  States 

44  commissioned  and 

Constitution 

put  in  service 

1778 

44 

1798 

Constellation 

44 

f # 

1798 

Congress,  early 

36  commissioned  and 

put  in  service 

1799 

President 

44 

1799 

Chesapeake 

44 

1799 

Philadelphia 

44 

1799 

New-York 

36 

1799 

Essex 

32 

1799 

John  Adams 

32 

1799 

Adams 

32 

1799 

Geo.  Washington 

32 

1798 

Boston 

32 

1798 

General  Greene 

32 

1798 

Insurgent 

36 

, 

1799 

Ganges 

32 

1798 

Portsmouth 

24' 

) 

Merrimack 

24 1 

1798 

Connecticut 

24 

Baltimore 

20' 

1799 

Delaware 

20 

1798 

Maryland 

Patapsco 

20  j 
20  \ 

1799 

Herald 

18  j 

1798 

Trumbull 

20  < 

Warren 

20i 

• 

Montezuma 

20 

I 

Norfolk 

18 

Richmond 

18  1 

1798 

Agusta 

18  - 

V - 

• 

Pickering 

14 

Experiment 

14 

Enterprize 

14j 

And  a number  of  smaller  vessels. 

1799 

In  service  in  1 798 

20  > besides  smaller  ves- 

1799  30  5 sels. 


Statement  shelving  the  proportions  of  able  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen  and  boys , required  for  a ship  of  the 
line,  say  a 76,  and  a 44  gun  frigate. 

Able  Seamen.  O.  Seamen  and  boys. 

A 76  requires  280  233 

44  140  172 

Note.  280  able  seamen  is  considered  by  practi- 

cal men  as  too  great  a proportion  for  a first  rate  76. 
The  whole  number  of  able  and  ordinary  seamen  and 
boys  is  513;  and  practical  men  say  that  they  may 
be  classed  thus  : able  seamen  220,  ordinary  seamen, 
&c.  293.  It  is  observed  by  those  acquainted  with 
ships  of  the  line,  that  to  manage  their  sails  does  not 
require  more  able  seamen  than  are  required  to  man- 
age the  sails  of  a large  frigate. 

A force  in  frigates  equal  to  a 76  would  then  require 
420  able  seamen,  a 76  would  require  220,  making  a 
difference  in  this  respect  of  200  able  seamen  in  favor 
of  the  76. 

In  1798  and  1799  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
procuring  able  seamen  we  could  frequently  in  one 
week  man  a frigate.  One  among  other  considera- 
tions, which  induced  able  seamen  to  enter  then  with 
so  much  alacrity,  was,  because  the  enemy  we  wrere 
then  contending  with  had  not  afloat  (with  very  few 
exceptions)  vessels  superior  in  rate  to  frigates.  The 
enemy  we  are  fighting  have  ships  of  the  line  ; and 
our  sailors  know  the  great  difference  between  that 
class  of  vessels  and  frigates,  and  cannot  but  feel  a 
degree  of  reluctance  at  entering  the  service  from  the 
evident  disparity.  Build  ships  of  tire  line  and  you 
will  man  them  with  more  ease  than  you  now  can  a 
sloop  of  war. 


In  1798,  9,  and  1800,  we  had  near  4000  able  sea- 
men in  the  navy,  a number  sufficient  to  mah  eighteen 
ships  of  the  line. 

Ordinary  seamen  can  alw  ays  be  procured  in  abun- 
dance. 


Georgia  Legislature. 

house  of  representatives — Tuesday , JVov.  20. 

Mr.  Charlton,  from  the  joint  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  his  excellency’s  message  as 
relates  to  East  Florida,  reported.  That  they  have 
fully  considered  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  province  of  East  Florida,  as  they  relate  to 
and  affect  the  interest  and  safety  of  this  state;  and 
are  of  opinion,  that  immediate  and  decisive  measures 
ought  and  must  be  adopted  by  the  general  or  state 
government,  for  the  possession  and  occupancy  of 
said  province. 

Your  committee  will  not  pretend  to  analyze  the 
motives  which  could  have  influenced  the  dissenting 
members  of  the  senate  of  the  U.  States,  in  rejecting 
the  bill  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  the  occu- 
pancy of  this  province.  The  policy  which  suggest- 
ed this  rejection  will  always  appear  inexplicable  to 
your  committee,  as  it  must  obviously  then  have  ap- 
peared as  it  has  since  proven  to  have  been,  subversive 
of  the  safety  and  tranquility  of  this  section  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  a policy  which  will  hear  the 
test  of  investigation  upon  any  of  those  doctrines 
which  usually  regulate  the  morality  of  one  nation 
in  its  conduct  towards  another — and  cannot  even 
find  an  apology  in  the  strict,  plain  and  honest  princi- 
ples which  distinguish,  or  should  ever  distinguish, 
above  all  others,  the  government  of  a republic. 

The  safety  of  the  people  is  the  first  consideration 
■which  presses  itself  upon  the  attention  of  all  nation- 
al councils.  It  is  a principle  as  applicable  to  one 
form  of  political  government  as  to  another.  Your 
committee  tlxen  humbly  conceive,  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  have  ascertained  whether  the  safety  of  this 
section  of  the  union  was  or  was  not  jeopardized,  by 
suffering  the  neighboring  province  of  East-Florida  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  an  ally  of  Great  Britain,  [if 
not  an  ally  in  the  war  she  is  now  waging  against  us] 
or  in  the  possession  of  the  local  government  of  a Spa- 
nish colony,  that  could  be  easily  seduced  into  any 
measures  dictated  bv  British  power  and  influence. 

Your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  ask,  whether 
it  could  rationally  have  been  supposed  that  the  mi- 
nisters of  England  would,  under  any  of  their  impres- 
sions of  justice  or  national  law,  permit  the  rigid  neu- 
trality of  the  local  government  of  East  Florida  / 
And  your  committee  would  also  beg  leave  further  to 
inquire,  whether  it  ought  to  have  been  expected,  or 
is  now  to  be  expected,  that  British  troops  or  auxili- 
aries will  not  be  thrown  into  the  garrison  of  St.  Au- 
gustine— a fortress  almost  impregnable — offering  an 
asylum  and  - reflection  to  all  the  outcasts  of  society, 
and  disaffected  of  our  own  country — pouring  out  its 
ruffian  bands  and  exciting  the  merciless  savages,  red 
and  black,  to  their  accustomed  atrocious  deeds  of 
murder,  rapine  and  desolation.  This  is  the  species 
of  warfare  encouraged  by  British  influence  and  au- 
thority, antecedent  to  and  during  the  present  short 
period  of  hostilities  in  which  our  nation  has  been  en- 
gaged ; and  can  it  for  a moment  be  believed,  that 
the  fortress  of  St.  Augustine  will  not  be  used  for  all 
the  purposes  enumerated  by  vour  committee  l Upon 
the  strong  ground  then  of  the  public  sapett  combin- 
ed with  a necessity  urgent  enough  to  confute  all 
other  considerations,  and  jus  lilted  by  every  legiti- 
mate and  universally  recognized  principle  of  the  law 
of  nations,  tire  occupation  of  East  FKflida  was,  and 
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\Fould  now  be  a just  measure  of  and  most  imperiously 
required  from  the  general  and  stale  governments. 
Your  committee,  dreading  the  consequences  which 
must  inevitably  result  from  the.  delay,  if  it  is  consi- 
dered that  the  measure  can  only  emanate  from  fede- 
ral authority,  have  directed  their  attention  to  the 
section  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  in 
the  following  words  : “No  state  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  congress,  lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep 
troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into 
apy  agreement  or  compact  with  another  state,  or 
With  a foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  ac- 
tually invaded  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will 
not  admit  of  delay.”  According  to  this  section, 
then,  there  are  only  two  cases  which  would  autho- 
rise the  state  sovereignty  to  engage  in  war.  First, 
when  “actually  invaded  secondly,  when  “in  such 
imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay.” 

Your  committee  tire  not  prepared  to  say  there  has 
been  an  actual  invasion  by  a foreign  force,  in  the 
manner  which,  perhaps,  was  contemplated  % the 
constitution;  but  the  fafcts  are  before  the  public, 
that  a warfare  lias  been  commenced  on  the  frontiers  ; 
that  murders  have  been  perpetrated  under  the  sanc- 
tion, or  with  the  conn  ivance  of  the  -governor  of  East- 
Florida,  and  that  a savage  warfare  is  still  in  opera- 
tion under  the  sanction  of  the  said  authority,  which 
surely  places  our-fellow-  citizens  immediately  expos- 
ed to  its  effects,  in  imminent  danger,  and  a danger 
too,  not  aflmitting  of  delay. 

If  a danger  of  this  complexion  is  admitted,-  [of 
which  the  general  assembly  will  decide]  your  com- 
mittee arc  then  of  opinion  that  the  state  is  constitu- 
tionally vested  with  the  power  immediately  to  organ- 
ize a sufficient  force  to  march  into  the  province  of 
East-Florida,  and  to  occupy  it ; the  occupation  to 
be  relinquished  by  the  state  troops  as  soon  as  the 
national  Legislature  shall  have  adopted  efficient  mea- 
sures to  relieve  the  people  from  the  imminent  dan- 
ger with  which  they  are  now-  menaced. 


Yazoo  Deposit. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mileedgeviele,  Nov,  20. 
•Y/r.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  of  the 

House  of  Representatives , 

In  obedience  to  your  resolution  of  the  16th  inst. 
Galling  upon  the  executive  for  any  official  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  Yu  mo  Deposit,  which  in  his  opini- 
on may  be*  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  state I 

beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  facts 
and  observations  : 

The  Yazoo  Deposit  was  originated  by  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  paid  into  our  treasury  by  cer- 
tain companies  of  men  in  consideration  of  -grants- 
which  they  received  from  the  state  for  a large  tract 
of  our  western  territory,  since  ceded  by  Georgia  to 
the  U.  States.  This  transaction  took  place  in  the 
winter  of  1794.  At  the  following  session  of  the  le- 
gislature, in'  t he  winter  off  179 o*  the  grants  issued  to 
those  companies  were  declared’ mill  and  void,  and 
provision  made  for  the.  repayment  of  the  money  to 
all  those  who  should  call  at.  the  treasury  and  pro- 
duce sufficient  evidence  of  the  amount  pajd  by  tlierii. 

, Under, these  laws  many  persons;  as  well  original 
grantees  ; s those  called  sub-share  holders,  claimed 
and  received  from  our  treasury,  three  hundred'  and 
ten  t urns md  six  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars,  13 
10-12  cents,  pail  of  the  original  five  hundred  thou- 
sand, leaving  a balance  of  on?  Hundred  and  eightv- 
fevur  thousand ; seven  hundred  and  sixteen  'dollars 
fb^y-Ae\Je;n  and.  ah  half  cents,  whxc'ff  is  tlie  amount 


now  in  om  treasury, subject  to  some  deduction  for 
guard  expenses,  &.c.  Some  time  in  the  spring  or 
s immer  of  1795,  the  then  governor,  general  Ma- 
thews, did,  by  order  of  the  legislature,  purchase 
stock  of  the  United  Slates,  to  . the  amount  of  nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fort}- -five  dollars  and 
fifty  cents.  The  purchase  was  made  with  the  money 
paid  into  the  treasury  by  the  Yazoo  companies,  and 
the  stock  deposited  with  the  rest  of  that  fund,  as 
part  thereof,  in  lieu  of  the  money  with  which  it  was 
purchased.  The  purchase,  however,  is  in  the  name 
of  the  state. 

The  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  interest  of 
this  stock  is  still  due,  which  being  six  per  cent, 
amounts  to  at  least  a sum  equal  to  the  principal. 

The  state,  in  repaying  to  the  different  claimants, 
under  our  rescinding  act,  and  others  passed  special- 
ly, providing  for  the  re-payment  of  the  fund,  has  ne- 
ver calculated  upon  any  amount  but  the  original  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  never  haring 
been  considered  as  any  part  of  .the  fund,  The  ba- 
lance now  in  the  treasury  consists  of  gold  and  silver. 
United  States’  bank  notes,  United  States’  funded 
stock,  governor’s, president’s  and  speaker’s  warrants. 
The  proportion  of  each  is,  however,  distinctly  shewn 
by  an  estimate  of  the  treasurer,  herewith  presented. 

In  the  2 -1th  section  of  the  first  article  of  our  con- 
stitution, we  find  the  following  provision  : Nor  shall 
the  monies  paid  for  such  purchases  ever  be  deemed  a 
part  of  the  funds  of  this  state  or  be  liable  to  appro- 
priation as  such.”  This  restriction  applies  to  the 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid  by  companies  as 
the  original  purchase  money. 

Upon  this  statement  of  facts,  I submit  the  follow- 
ing observations,  viz. 

1st.  From  the  present  situation  of  the  affairs  of  the 
late  United  Slates’  Rank,  I should  deem  it  proper 
that  the  bills  of  that  bank,  now  making  a part  of  the 
balance  of  the  Yazoo  deposit  in  our  treasury,  should 
be  presented  for  payment  before  the  fmal’close  of 
the  business  of  tliqt  bank  may  render  the  payment 
of  them  doubtful. 

; 2d.  The  United  States*  funded  stock  which  is 
also  a part  of  balance  now  in  the  treasury,  ought  to 
be  exchanged  for  money.  1st.  Because  it  was  pur- 
chased in  the  name  of  the  state,  and  as  those  who 
have  in  their  possession  evidence  which  would  un- 
der our  laws,  have  entitled  them  to  draw  the  money 
from  the  treasury,  would  at  the  same  time  have- a 
right  to  demand  money,  it  would  be  optional  with 
them  whether  they  would  receive  stock  in  lieu  of 
money,  and  in  case  of  refusal  the  state  was  hound  to 
return  money,  since  it  was  money  which  was  paid  in. 
2d.  Because,  the  interest  due  upon  this  stock  has 
never  been  considered  and  never  can  be  considered 
any  part  of  the  Yazoo  deposit,  since  it  is  no  part  of 
the  monies  paid  for  the  original  purchase  and  being 
due  to  the  state  can  be  claimed  by  her  only.  3d.  Be- 
cause in  all  the  repayments  of  this  deposit  no  other 
sum  has  been  taken  into  view  or  calculated  upon  but 
the  five  hundred  thousand,  dollars,  and  if  the  law 
now  admitted  of  the  repayment  of  the  balance  of 
that  fund,  no  other  sum  could  be  calculated  upon  or 
paid  but. the  one, hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand 
seven  hundred,  and  sixteen  dollars  forty -seven  and  an 
half  cents  now  hr  the  treasury,  otherwise  the  con- 
stitution would  be  violated,  and  manifest  injustice 
don?  to  those- who  have  long  since  drawn  their  mo- 
ney, and  great  partiality  shewn  to  those  who  might 
do  so  now,  since  in  the  first  instance,  a proportion 
of  five  hundred .thousand  dollars  was  only  paid,  and 
m the  lat ter  instance,  fifty  thousand  dollars  would 
he  {aided  to  a small  remnant  of  the  original  amount  v 
and  delivered  to  a few  \ Y 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — THE  CATACOMBS  OF  PARIS,  261 


To  this  proposed  exchange  it  is  not  perceived 
that  any  reasonable  objection  can  be  made.  The 
amo  unt  of  the  deposit  will  remain  the  s ime,  and  be 
in  money.  The  constitution  contemplates  that  de- 
posit as  being  in  money,  and  if  there  was  any  seri- 
ous bar  to  this  exchange  of  paper  for  money,  how 
would  it  be  possible  for  the  state  to  possess  herself 
of  her  paper  which  has  been  paid  in  as  a part  of  the 
deposit,  and  is  now  a part  of  the  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury ? Any  person  entitled  to  receive  this  money 
might  say,  I am  entitled  to  money  and  cannot  take 
paper.  It  may  be  said,  that  our  constitution  pro- 
vides, that  “until  such  monies  shall  be  drawn,  from 
the  same  and  that,  consequently,  the  state  need 
not  interfere  to  prevent  any  loss.  This  observation, 
if  it  had  any  force,  would  apply  to  the  United  States’ 
tank  bills,  because  they  are  the  identical  money 
which  was  paid  into  the  treasury,  but,  it  is  at  the 
same  .me  to  be  observed,  that  the  situation  of  the 
par  . es  in  this  transaction  has  materially  changed, 
and  if  they  had  not,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that 
no  par  y would  object  to  receive  gold  and  silver  for 
any  amount  he  may  be  entitled  to  receive  at  our  trea- 
sury. Upontlie  whole,  without  entering  into  an  in- 
vestigation of  what  must  ultimately  be  the  destina* 
lion  of  the  balance  of  this  fund,  now  in  our  treasury, 
I will  just  observe,  that  the  state  nor  any  party  in- 
terest'd in  this  fund,  never  contemplated  a return 
of  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  as 
that  sum  has  all  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  ex- 
cept the  balance  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  forty- 
seven  and  an  Half  cents  : so  neither  the  state  nor  any 
other  party  ever  contemplated  that  balance  in  any 
other  light  than  as  so  much  money ; hence  the  ex- 
change can  neither  disappoint  nor  injure  anv  one. 

DAVID  B.  MITCHELL. 

Original  amount  of  tile  deposit,  500,000 

Deduct  amount  of  warrants  drawn 
by  the  £OYerrior  in  favor  of  persons 
applying  for  a return  of  the  deposit. 

Viz:  Amount  of  said  warrants  laken 

in  by  J.  Berrien,  while  treasurer  63,423  871-3 

Ditto— E.  Mounger,  while  treasurer  247,271  26  1-2 

310,695  13  10-13 

Leaves  dollars  189,304  86  2-12 

Deduct  the  deficit  of  John  Berrien, 
former  treasurer,  4,588  38  2-3 

Balance,  184,716  47  1-2 

Which  balance  is  composed  of  the  following,  viz : 

Bank  notes  89,233  13 

Gold,  5,850  24 

Crowns  and  dollars,  1,040  40 

96,123  77 

•Governor’s  warrants,  29,473  46  3-4 
President  and  speaker’s. 

warrants,  9,031  23 

President  of  the  Con- 
vention’s do.  68  00 

A joint  and  approved 
resolution,  574  60  3-4 

„ 39,147  20  1-2 

Stock  of  the  U.  States,  49.445  50 

1S4,7 16  47  1-2 


The  Catacombs  of  Paris. 

From  the  Journal  de  l* Empire , Monday , May  20. 

In  the  course  of  ten  or  a dozen  centuries,  the  ca- 
tacombs* of  Paris,  may,  like  those  of  ancient  Rome, 
give  rise,  without  some  record  of  their  formation, 
to  a multiplicity  of  vague  conjectures,  and  elabo- 
rate disquisitions.  Though  the  subject  does  not 
at  present  excite  much  interest  or  curiosity,  yet  I 
will  venture  to  solicit  the  attention  of  my  readers  to 
an  attempt  at  a description  of  the  origin,  progress, 

* Anciently  the  word  catacomb  was  only  under- 
stood of  the  tombs  of  St.  Petek  and  St.  Paul,  cham- 
bers. 


and  present  state  of  these  melancholy  mansions, with 
a view  to  supplying,  the  future,  historian  and  antiqua- 
ry with  facts,  and  sparing  them  the  trouble  of  engag- 
ing in  wild  speculations  and  endless  disputes. 

The  catacombs  j of  Rome  are  long  subterraneous 
avenues,  formed  in  all  probability  bv  the  extraction 
of  the  stone  and  sand  for  the  construction  of  houses 
and  public  edifices.  It  is  a well  known  fact  that  in 
the  times  of  persecution  those  excavations  afforded 
an  asylum  to  the  primitive  Christians.  Vast  collec- 
tions of  human  bones,  and  the  ruins  of  tftmbs,  the 
production  of  much  skiil  and  labor,  have  been  dis- 
covered in  them.  Many  that  had  escaped  the  ra- 
vages of  time,  have  been  abstracted,  and  many  yet 
remain.  The  church  of  Rome  had  its  reasons  for  in- 
culcating a belief  that  all  the  bones  found  in  those 
receptacles  were  the  veli.ques  of  saints  and  martyrs. 
The  Protestants,  on  the  contrary,  aflinn,  that  they 
are  the  profane  remains  of  gladiators  and  criminals 
who  had  died  an  ignominious  death  ; and  some  au- 
thors an  intermediator}’  theory. 

The  Protestants,  in  affirming  that  the  catacombs 
were  actually  used  for  the  sepulture  of  those  for 
whom  the  community  would  not  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  providing  a faggot  or  a grave,  such  as  slaves, 
gladiators,  and  wretches  condemned,  whether  guilty 
or  innocent,  to  die  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner, 
or  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beasts  ; admit  at  the  same 
time  that  such  was  the  state  of  things,  that  nume- 
rous instances  may  have  occurred  of  martyrs  having 
been  interred  in  the  same  burial  places  with  crimi- 
nals and  the  outcasts  of  society,  for  the  purpose  of 
vilifying  the  Christian  character  and  profession,  and 
branding  the  memory  of  such  as  had  constancy 
enough  to  suffer  martyrdom.  Hence  the  veneration 
;of  Christians  for  places  previously  abhorred  and  exo 
crated — the  habit  they  acquired  of  retiring  thither 
in  the  times  of  relentless  persecution,  of  celebrating 
in  them  the  holy  mysteries  of  their  religion — of  bu- 
rying their  dead  in  them  with  more  or  less  pomp,  as 
their  confidence  of  security  or  their  apprehension  of 
danger  predominated  ; and  hence  also  so  many  re- 
liques,  which  the  Catholics  consider  as  canonical, 
and  which  the  Protestants  deem  apocryphal. 

Oiu-  catacombs,  like  those  of  the  Romans,  arefonm 
ed  in  the  excavations  of  old  quarries;  and  though  they 
have  not  been  used  for  the  intended  purpose  till  with- 
in these  few  months,  they  have  remained  nearly  in 
their  present  state,  upwards  of  five  and  twenty  years. 
Much  inconvenience  had  been,  for  ages,  experienced 
at  Paris,  perhaps  more  than  elsewhere,  from  the 
custom  which  had  prevailed,  from  time  immemorial, 
of  burying  the  dead  in  the  midst  of  the  town,  and 
even  under  the  pavement  of  churches.  The  com- 
plaints on  this,  as  upon  many  other  subjects,  were 
urged  with  redoubled  force  about  the  middle  of  the 
18th  century.  Certainly  nothing  could  be  more 
deeply  tinctured  with  barbarism — nothing  more  in- 
compatible with  a good  police  than  the  existence  of 
such  a practice  ; but  in  justice  to  our  predecessors 
of  the  last  century,  it  must  be  admitted  that  they 
did  not  establish  the  custom  ; theyfire  blame  worthy 

f The  learned  lexicographer  just  quoted  gives  the 
following  description  of  these  excavations  : “ Cata- 
combs are  subterraneous  cavaties  for  the  burial  of 
tire  dead,  of  which  there  arc  a great  number  about  3 
miles  from  Rome,  supposed  to  be  the  caves  and  cells 
where  the  primitive  Christians  hid  anti  assembled 
themselves,  and  where  they  interred  the  martyrs, 
which  are  accordingly  visited  with  devotion.”  And 
Annisos,  in  his  Travels,  “ On  the  side  of  Naples  are 
the  catacombs,  which  must  have  been  full  of  stench, 
if  the  dead  bodies  that  lay  in  them  v/ere  left  to  ret 
'in  open  niches.” 
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only  inasmuch  as  they  neglected,  for  a time,  to  set 
heartily  about  the  abolition  of  it,  knowing  as  they 
did,  that  it  had  been  introduced,  in  some  measure  bv 
accident.  Indeed  all  the  cemeteries  that  I have  seen 
in  Paris,  had  been  at  their  institution  purposely  situ- 
ated beyond  the  limits  of  the  town.  This  wise  cus- 
tom, borrowed  from  the  most  ancient  of  the  Roman 
laws,  was  so  strictly  observed  in  the  early  periods  of 
the  monarchy,  that  St.  Eloi  directed  the  church  of 
St.  Paul  to  be  built  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Seine, 
in  the  quarter  of  the  suburbs  which  still  bears  his 
name,  to  be  used  as  a place  of  interment  for  the  re- 
iigieuses  of  a monastry  which  that  saint  had  found- 
ed within  the  city.  The  cernetry  of  the  Innocents, 
the  common  burial  place  of  the  original  Parisians, 
Was  in  like  manner  situated  in  the  country  at  the 
period  when  Philip  Augustus  caused  it,  to  use  a fi- 
gurative expression,  to  come  into  the  town,  the  li- 
mits of  which  he  greatly  enlarged,  and  in  process  of 
time,  the  rest  of  the  cemetries  in  the  vicinity  be- 
came incorporated  with  the  city. 

In  order  to  check  the  evil,  the  Parliament,  of  Paris, 
in  1/63,  promulgated  a law,  very  salutary  no  doubt 
for  the  living,  but,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  highly 
indecent  with  reference  to  the  dead.  This  arret, 
which  was  not  carried  fully  Into  effect  at  the  time, 
enjoined,  however,  the  immediate  shutting  up  of  the 
the  Innocents,  the  oldest  of  all,  the  most  used  for 
interment,  and  against  which  the  greatest  clamor 
was  raised,  and  the  strongest  remonstrances  were  de- 
servedly made.  This  burial  place  continued  shut  up 
for  many  years.  At  length  it  was  conceived  that 
there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  offering  the  ground 
to  sale,  for  a public  market.  But  those  who  made 
the  proposition  had  forgot  that  cemetries  were  con- 
secrated places,  and  that  they  could  not  be  sold  for 
a price,  or  converted  into  profane  uses,  without  the 
special  permission  of  the  ecclesiastical  authority. — 
The  church  required,  as  a preliminary  step,  that  the 
bones  which  time  had  not  wholly  consumed  should  be 
taken  up  and  deposited  in  ground  which  had  un- 
dergone the  ceremony  of  consecration.  The  re- 
snains  of  human  bodies  were  still  so  considerable  in 
the  sepulture  of  the  Innocents  that  no  other  places 
under  the  requisite  qualification  could  be  found  suf- 
ficiently capacious  for  the  reception  of  the  bones, 
without  being  entirely  filled,  or  greatly  encumbered 
■—Mr.  Lenoir,  the  then  superintendant  of  the  police, 
suggested  the  expedient  of  depositing  the  bones  in 
an.  old  quarry,  situated  between  the  barrier  d’Enfer 
and  that  of  St,  Jacques,  under  an  extensive  plain 
called  la  Tombe  Loire, 

The  inspector  general  of  the  quarries  was  directed 
to  arrange  this  new  cemetery,  or  more  properly, 
these  catacombs,  and  the  very  reverend  the  grand 
Vicars  of  his  grace  the  Archbishop  of  Paris  accord- 
ingly attended  to  consecrate  it  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1786.  This  ceremony  was  solemnly  performed  in 
the  presence  of  the  lieut.  gen.  of  police,  and  an  im- 
mense concourse  of  people  ; after  which  Messrs,  Le- 
grand  and  Molinos  proceeded  to  the  exhumation  and 
removal  of  the  bones— an  operation  of  no  small  dif- 
ficulty, and  requiring  great  care  and  caution  to  pre- 
serve the  twofold  objects  of  health  and  decency. 

Since  that  time  the  bones  contained  in  several  other 
sepultures,  which  had  been  previously  suppressed 
by  authority,  have  been  removed  to  the  new  ossuary, 
as  also  a great  quantity  of  those  which  had  been 
deposited  in  the  different  churches,  convents  and 
cloisters,  at  the  period  of  the  almost  general  demo- 
lition of  those  edifices. 

The  persons  employed  in  the  conveyance  and  de- 
position of  the  bones  in,  the  catacombs,  contented 
themselves,  at  first,  without  any  regard  to  regularity. 


except  the  formation  of  a distinct  heap  from  the  pro* 
duce  of  each  successive  exhumation. 

The  prefect  of  the  Seine  has  Within  these  two 
years  adopted  a new  and  improved  arrangement  in 
those  dark  and  dreary  abodes.  M.  Ilericart  de  Thu- 
rv,  engineer  in  chief  to  tire  imperial  corps  of  miners, 
and  inspector-general  of  quarries,  and  who  is  charg- 
ed, in  the  latter  capacity,  with  the  planning  and  su- 
perintendance of  the  catacombs,  has  intimated  his 
intention  of  publishing  a detailed  account  of  the  al- 
terations and  improvements  that  have  taken  place 
since  his  appointment  to  that  office. 

The  subjoined  is  a short  description  of  the  cata- 
combs, winch  the  public  are  permitted  to  visit,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  suitable  rules  and  regulations  : 

You  are  conducted  to  the  entrance  of  this  immense 
charnel  house,  by  an  open  stair-case  in  the  area  of 
the  buildings  contiguous  to  the  barrier  d’Enfer,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road  leading  from  Paris  to  Or- 
leans. This  stair-case  is  of  the  spiral  form  , commo- 
dious, and  well  constructed,  and  descends  perpendi- 
cularly upwards  of  fourscore  feet  under  the  surface 
of  the  earth.  You  then  wander  with  your  guides  a 
full  quarter  of  ail  hour  along  the  windings  of  a pas- 
sage C Gallerie,J  varying  considerably  in  width  and 
in  heignt,  but  every  where  more  spacious  than  the 
avenues  of  the  Roman  catacombs.  The  sides  of  the 
passages  as  well  as  the  roofs  are  formed  partly  of 
rough  hewn-stones  and  partly  of  the  solid  rock.  At 
intervals,  on  the  right  and  left,  vast  excavations  pre- 
sent themselves.  These  quarries  like  those  in  which 
the  vaults  of  the  observatory  are  made,  would  com- 
municate with  an  infinite  number  of  others  beneath 
Montrouge,  and  under  the  suburb  of  St.  Jacques,  if 
care  had  not  been  taken  to  cut  off  the  various  com- 
munications, which  dark  and  intricate  as  they  are, 
the  smugglers  contrived  to  use  them  as  places  of  con- 
cealment for  themselves  and  their  contraband  goods. 
With  respect  to  the  catacombs,  properly  so  called, 
they  are  comprehended  in  a vast  inclosure  separated 
from  the  ossuaries,  and  closely  shut  up.  The  princi- 
pal entrance  to  them  has  a sort  of  vestibule  in  front, 
and  is  ornamented  with  two  pilastres  of  the  Tuscan 
order,  on  each  of  which  you  read  a religious  inscrip- 
tion, the  same  I think  that  wras  composed  for  the  gate 
of  the  cemetery  of  St.  Sulpice  ; 

Has  ultra  metas 
Iiegniescunt , 

Beatam  spem  expectantes.. 

(<  Beyond  these  Columns, 

They  rest  in  Peace, 

Waiting  fora 
Blessed  Immortality.” 

In  the  interior  the  long  passages  and  innumerable 
recesses  are  lined  ("tapissees J with  human  bones ; 
the  larger  such  as  skulls,  spines  and  thigh-bones,  be- 
ing uniformly  placed  in  front,  and  formed  in  compart- 
ments, support  the  smaller  which  are  thrown  behind, 
and  constitute  the  melancholy  walls.  Such  of  my 
readers  as  have  made  an  excursion  into  those  pro- 
vinces where  the  use  of  charnal-houses  in  burial 
places  is  still  preserved,  will  be  able  to  form  a cor- 
rect idea  of  the  species  of  Mosaickto  which  1 allude. 
It  may  be  observed  that  in  the  dark  and  damp  quar- 
ries the  bones  do  not  blanch. 

The  number  of  the  dead,  whose  bones  have  been 
removed  to  the  newr  receptacle,  is  estimated  at  more 
than  two  millions  of  individuals  ! The  walk  which  I 
took  among  them  seemed  to  exceed  the  fourth  part 
of  a league.  Tablets  are  placed  here  and  there  to 
indicate  the  Various  places  from  which  each  particu- 
lar mass  of  bones  had  been  conveyed.  In  several  of 
the  recesses  altars  are  formed,  some  of  them  resemb- 
ling those  that  are  used  in  churches,  others  of  an- 
1 tiqu^gghape,  and  many  uncoutbly  made  of  bones  cd- 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR 


263 


Hinted  with  mortar.  In  numberless  places  you  find 
■expressed  in  black  characters  on  a white  ground,  epi- 
taphs, sentences  in  prose  and  rhyme,  some  of  them 


batteries,  captured  34  prisoners,  found  two  boats,  i 
which  capt.  King  sent  the  prisoners  and  about  half 
his  party  with  the  other  officers;  he  himself  re- 


religious,  some  moral,  and 'others  philosophical,  and  maining  with  30  men,  whom  he.  would  not  abandon. 


Ail  in  conformity  to  the  tenants  of  some  system  of  re- 
ligion or  other.  Thus,  after  meeting  at  the  entrance 
with  the  inscription  above  cited,  expressive  of  the 
hope  of  a life  to  come,  you  read  on  returning  from 
the  subterranean  cavities,  this  celebrated  passage* 
extracted  from  the  Georgies  ? 

Felix  quipotzit  rerum  coqnoscere  causes , 

,i  que  mot-ax  ornnus  et  inexorable  faiis 
Subjecit  pedebus  strepetumque  Acherontis  czan  / 
Happy  the  man,  who,  studying  natures  law's, 
Through  known  effects  can  trace  the  secret  cause  ; 
His  mind  possessing  in  a quiet  state — 

Pearless  of  fortune,  and  resigned  to  fate  !” 

Dryiien. 


MILITARY. 


Accounts  from  Georgia  mention  that  major-gen- 
Pinckney  had  set  off  to  take  command  of  the  troops 
destined  for  Florida,  with  a view  to  occupy  it  for  the 
United  States. 

The  United.  States  18th  regiment  of  infantry  are 
said  to  have  been  ordered  to  St.  Mary’s  on  the  south- 
ern frontier,  where  our  affairs  are  daily  assuming  a 
more  important  aspect. 

We  learn  from  Ohio,  that,  general  Winchester, 
with  his  detachment  of  troops,  had  moved  from 
Fort  Defiance  to  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  lakes. 
The  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  North-Western  army 
were,  it  was  expected,  about  to  proceed  to  foe  same 
place.  It  is  probable  that  they  will  soon  see  Detroit. 

Ilead-qu&rters , camp  near  Buffalo , Dec.  3. 

Gentlemen — Your  letter  of  the  2d  Dec.  is  before 
me,  and  I answer  it  in  the  following  manner  : 

On  the  26tli  October,  I ordered  that  20  scows 
should  be  prepared  for  foe  transportation  of  artille- 
ry and  cavalry,  and  put  the  carpenters  of  the  army 
upon  that  duty. 

By  foe  26th  of  Nov.  10  scows  were  completed, 
and  by  bringing  some  boats  from  Lake  Ontario,! 
above  the  falls  of  Niagara,  foe  number  was  increas- 
ed to  70. 

I had  on  the  12th  Nov.  issued  an  address  to  the 
men  of  New-York,  and  perhaps  300  had  arrived  at 
Buffalo.  I presumed  that  the  regular  troops,  and 
the  volunteers  under  colonels  Swift  and  M‘Clure, 
would  furnish  2360  men  for  duty ; and  of  gen.  Tan- 
nehLii’s  brigade  from  Pennsylvania,  reporting  a total 
of  1650,  as  many  as  412  had  volunteered  to  cross 
into  Canada.  My  orders  were  to  “cross  with  3000 
men  at  once.”  I deemed  myself  ready  to  fulfil  them. 
Preparatory  thereto,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of 


Orders  had  been  given,  that  all  the  troops  in  vtie 
neighborhood  should  march,  at  reveil  lee,  to  the  place 
of  embarkation.  A part  of  the  detachment  sent  in 
the  night  returned  and  excited  apprehensions  for  the 
residue,  about  250  men,  under  the  command  of  col. 
Winder,  suddenly  put  off  in  boats  for  the  opposite 
shore  ; a part  of  Ibis  force  bad  landed,  when  a force 
deemed  superior,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  wt»s 
discovered  ; a retreat  was  ordered,  and  col.  Whal- 
er’s detachment  suffered  a loss  of  6 killed  and  19 
wounded,  besides  some  officers. 

The  general  embarkation  commenced  as  the  troops 
arrived — but  this  being  a first  embarkation,  the 
whole  of  the  scows  were  occupied  by  about  one  third 
of  the  artillery,  while  about  S00  regular  infantry, 
about  200  twelve  months  volunteers,  under  colonel 
(Swift,  and  about  200  of  the  militia  who  b;ul  volun- 
teered for  a few  days,  occupied  ail  the  boats  that 
were  read)7.  The  troops  then  embarked,  moved  up 
foe  stream  to  Black  Rock  without  loss,  they  were 
ordered  to  disembark  and  dine. 

I had  received  from  my  commanding  general  an 
instruction  in  the  following  words— “ in  all  impor- 
tant movements  you  will,  T presume,  consider  it  ad- 
visable to- Consult  some  of  your  principal  officers.” 
I deemed  this  equivalent  to  an  order ; and  the  move- 
ment important.  I called  for  the  field  officers  of  the 


Colonel  Porter  was  not  found  at  the  moment.  These 
questions  were  put — Is  it  expedient  now  to  cross  ? Is 
the  force  we  have  sufficient  to  conquer  the  opposite 
shore  ? 

The  first  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by- 
colonels  Parker,  Schuyler,  Winder,  lieut.  colonels 
Boers  tier.  Coles,  and  major  Campbell,  col.  Swift 
alone  gave  an  opinion  for  then  crossing  over. 

The  second  question  was  not  decided.  Colonels 
Parker,  Schuyler,  lieutenant-colonel  Coles  and  m jor 
Campbell  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  force 
was  insufficient.  Colonels  Winder,  Swift,  lieute- 
nant-colonel Boerstler,  and  captain  Gilman,  deemed 
the  force  sufficient. 

I determined  to  postpone  crossing  over  until  more 
complete  preparation  would  enable  me  to  embark 
the  whole  force  at  once,  the  counsel  prescribed  by 
my  orders.  The  next  day  was  spent  in  such  prepa- 
ration, and  the  troops  were  ordered  to  be  again  at 
the  place  of  embarkation  at  8 o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  30th  of  November.  On  their  arrival  they 
were  sent  into  the  adjacent  woods,  there  to  build 
fires  and  remain  until  3 o’clock,  a.m.  of  the  1st  of 
December,  when  it  was  intended  to  put  off  two  hours 
before  day-light,  so  as  to  avoid  the  enemy’s  cannon 
in  passing  the  position  which  it  was  believed  they 
occupied  below,  to  land  above  Chippewa}’,  assault 
that  place,  and,  if  successful,  march  through  Queens- 


Nov.  I sent  over  two  parties,  one  under  lieut.  colonel  ton  for  Fort  George.  For  this  expedition  the  con- 
Boerstler,  the  other  under  capt.  King,  with  whom  i tractor  was  called  on  to  furnish  rations  for  2500  men 
lieut.  Angus,  of  the  navy,  at  the  head  of  a body  of  for  four  days,  when  it  was  found  lie  could  furnish 
seamen,  united.  The  first  was  to  capture  a guard  J foe  pork,  but  not  the  .flour,  the  deputy  quarter-mas- 
and  destroy  a bridge  about  5 miles  below  Fort  Erie  : j ter  called  for  60  barrels  and  got  but  35. 
the  second  party  were  to  take  and  render  useless  the 
cannon  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  and  some  pieces  of 
light  artillery.  The  first  party  failed  to  destroy  foe 
bridge — the  second,  after  rendering  unserviceable 
the  light  artillery,  separated  by  misapprehension. 

Lieut.  Angus,  foe  seamen,  and  a part  of  the  troops, 
returned,  with  all  the  boats,  while  capt.  King,  capt. 

Morgan,  capt.  Sproul,  lieut.  Houston,  and  about  60 
men,  remained.  The  party  thus  reduced,  attacked, 
took,  apd  rendered  unserviceable  two  of  the  enemv’s 


The  embarkation  commenced,  but  was  delayed  by- 
circumstances,  so  as-  not  to  be  completed  until  after 
day-light,  when  it  was  found  the  regular  infantry, 
688  men,  the  artillery  177  men,  Swift’s  volunteers, 
estimated  at  236,  companies  of  federal  volunteers, 
under  capts.  Collins,  Phillips,  Allison,  Moore,  Maher 
and  Marshall,  amounting  to  276  men,  commanded  by 
lieut.  col.  M‘Clure,  100  men  of  col.  Dobbin’s. mild ia, 
and  a few  men  in  a boat  with  gen.  P.  B.  Porter  had 
embarked— the  whole  on  board,  amounting,  exclusive. 
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of  officers,  to  1465  men,  or  thereabouts  : and  it  was 
two  hours  later  than  had  been  contemplated. 

There  were  some  groups  of  men  not  yet  embark- 
ed ; they  were  applied  to,  requested  and  ordered  by 
the  brigade  major  to  get  into  tjieir  boats — they  did 
not.  The  number  of  these  the  brigade-major  esti- 
mated at  about  150.  It  was  probably  greater. 

It  then  became  a question  whether  it  was  expedi- 
ent to  invade  Canada  in  open  day-light,  with  1500 
men,  at  a point  where  no  reinforcement  could  be  ex- 
pected for  some  days,  I saw  that  the  number  of  the 
regular  troops  was  declining  rapidly — I knew  that 
on  them  chieiiv  I was  to  depend. 

I called  together  the  officers  commanding  corps 
of  the  regular  army.  Col.  Parker  being  sick,  those 
present  were  col.  Porter  ox  the  artillery,  col.  Schuy- 
ler, col.  Winder  and  lieut,  col,  Coles. 

1 put  to  them  this  question  :■<—  Shall  -we  proceed? 
They  unanimously  decided  that  we  ought  not. 

I foresaw  that,  the  volunteers  who  had  come  out  for 
a few  days,  would  disperse — several  of  them  had 
on  the  evening  of  the  28th  broke  their  muskets.  I 
foresaw  that  the  number  of  the  regular  troops  would 
decrease;  the  measels  and  other  diseases,  being 
among  them  , and  they  were  now  in  tents  in  the 
month  of  December,  I informed  the  officers  that 
the  attempt,  to  invade  Canada  would  not  be  made  un- 
til the  army  was  reinforced  ; directed  them  to  with- 
draw their  troops,  and  cover  them  with  huts  imme- 
diately. 

You  say  that  on  Saturday  every  obstruction  was 
removed,  and  that  a landing  might  have  been  effect- 
ed “without  tlie  loss'of  a single  man,”  This  proves 
you  unacquainted  with  the  occurrences  of  the  day. 
Col.  Winder,  in  returning  from  the  enemy’s  shore  in 
the  morning,  lost  a tenth  part  of  his  force,  in  killed 
and  wounded.  The  enemy  shewed  no  more  than  5 
or  600  men,  as  estimated  by  col.  Parker,  and  one 
piece  of  artillery,  supposed  a nine  pounder.  That 
force,  we  no  doubt  might  have  overcome ; but  not 
without  loss  ; and  that,  from  the  great  advantage 
the  enemy  would  have  had,  might  have  been  consi- 
derable. 

To  recapitulate  : — My  orders  were  to  pass  into  Ca- 
nada with  3000  men  at  once.  On  the  first  day  of  em- 
barkation not  more  than  1100  men  were  embarked, 
of  whom  400,  that  is,  half  the  regular  infantry,  were 
exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  want  of  rest.  On  the 
second  embarkation,  only  1500  inen  were  embarked, 
and  these  were  to  have  put  pff  immediately,  and  to 
have  descended  the  river  to  a point  where  reinforce- 
ments were  not  to  be  expected.  On  both  days,  ma- 
ny of  the  regular  troops  were  men  in  bad  health, 
who  could  not  have  stood  one  days  march  ; who,  al- 
though they  were  on  the  sick  report,  were  turned 
out  by  their  ardent  officers. 

The  affair  at  Quqenston  is  a caution  against  relying 
on  crowds  who  go  to  the  bank  of  Niagara  to  look  on 
a battle  as  on  a theatrical  exhibition  ; who  if  thev 
are  disappointed  of  the  sights,  break  their  muskets Y 
Or  if  they  are  without  rations  for  a day  desert.* 

I have  made  to  you  this  frank  disclosure  without 
admitting  your  authority  to  require  it,  under  the  im- 
pression that  you  are  patriotic  and  candid  pien  ; and 
that  you  will  not  censure  me  for  following  the  cau- 
tious counsels  of  experience ; nor  join  in  the  sense- 
less clamor  excited  against  me  by  an  interested  man. 

I have  some  reasons  to  believe  that  the  cautious 
counspl  given  by  the  superior  officers  of  my  com- 
mand was  good,  Prom  deserters  we  learn,  that  2344 

*Six  hundred  of  gen.  Tanneh ill’s  brigade  desert- 
ing in  twenty  four  hours.  A court  martial  of  this 
brigade  Have  fined  a map  twelve  and  a hqlf  cents,  for 
ifi§  pblrpe  of  desertion ! 


rations  are  issued  daily  on  the  frontiers,  on  the  Bri- 
tish side.  Capt.  Kmg,  prisoner  at  Fort  Ccorge, 
writes  to  an  officer  tints- — “tell  ovr friends  to  take  bet- 
ter care  of  themselves  than  it  appears  I have  done'* 

I ant,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Brigadier-general. 

To  JS  fcssrs.  Geo.  JiPClure,  J^en-is  Birdsa'U,~\ 

John  Griffen  and  Win.  B.  Jlochester,  a I 
committee  from  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  f 
•western  counties  of  Jy'cw-York.  J 

P.  S.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  force  ready  could 
be  no  otherwise  ascertained  than  by  an  actual  cm* 
barkation — it  being  uncertain  what  portion  of  the 
volunteer  force  would  embark. 

Buwai.oe,  Dec.  8. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bvffaloe  Gazette. 

Sjb — A friend  has  just  handed  me  the  proof-sheet 
of  your  paper  of  this  morning,  in  which  is  contain- 
ed what  purports  to  be  general  Smyth’s  official  ac- 
count of  the  affairs  of  the  28th  of  November  and  1st 
of  December. 

I beg  that  you  will  suspend  the  publication  so  long 
as  to  assure  the  public  that  in  your  next,  I will  give 
a true  account  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  trans- 
actions of  those  days. 

When  our  lives,  our  property ; when  the  precious 
and,  dear-bought  gift  of  out-  ancestors* — the  sacred 
honor  of  our  country ; when  every  thing  that  we 
prize  as  men,  or  ought  to  hold  dear  as  patriots,  are 
falling  and  fading  before  us,  it  is  time  to  speak  out, 
whatever  be  the  hazard. 

In  ascribing,  as  I shall  not  hesitate  to  do,  the  late 
disgrace  on  this  frontier,  to  the  cowardice  of  gene- 
ral Smyth,  1 beg  to  he  understood  as  not  intending 
to  implicate  the  characters  of  the  officers  whose 
opinions  he  has  brought  forward  to  bolster  up  his 
conduct.  Several  of  them  I know  to  be  as  brave 
men  as  ever  wielded  a sword ; and  their  advice,  if 
indeed  they  gave  the  advice  imputed  to  them,  may 
be  accounted  for  in  the  obvious  consideration,  with 
which  every  one  who  saw  him  must  have  been  im- 
pressed, that  any  military  attempt  under  such  a lea- 
der, must,  in  all  human  probability,  prove  disgrace* 
ful.  Your  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  B,  PORTER. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Samvel  Hopkins  ta 
his  excellency  governor  Shelby. 

‘‘On  Wabash,  near  the  mouth  of 
Pine  Creek,  Nov.  27,  1812. 

My  dt.ab  stb — By  col.  Richard  Taylor,  quarter- 
master general,  who  goes  on  as  quick  as  possible  to 
Frankfort,  I have  it  in  my  power  to  give  you  general 
information  qf  the  movements  of  the  army  since  my 
last, 

On  the  11th  the  army  marched  from  Fort  Har- 
rison on  the  road  formerly  made  by  governor  Har- 
rison’s army,  and  the  boats  set  out  at  the  same  time, 
The  length  of  time  the  enemy  had  expected  us  made 
it  necessary  to  guard  ourselves  in  an  especial  man- 
ner, The.rise  of  the  waters,  from  the  heavy  full 
of  rain  preceding  our  march,  and  some  large  creeks, 
left  us  no  doubt  of  considerable  difficulty  and  enr 
barrassment ; insomuch  that  not  until  the  14th  did 
we  pass  Sugar  crepk,  three  miles  above  the  road. 

From  every  information,  I had  no  hesitation  in 
moving  on  the  east  side  of  the  Wabash.  The  Ver- 
millions,  Pine  creek,  and  other  impediments  on  the 
west  side,  superadcled  to  the  presumption  that  tve 
were  expected,  and  might  more  easily  be  annoyed 
and  ambuscaded  on  that  rout,  determined  me  in 
this  measure,  The  boats  too,  with  our  provisions? 
yf  rations,  forage  and  military  stores,  could  be  more 
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easily  covered  and  protected,  as  the  line  of  march  ■ 
could  be  invariably  nearer  the  river.  Lieutenant-! 
colonel  Barbour,  with  one  battalion  of  his  regiment, 
had  command  of  the  7 boats,  and  encamped  with  us, 
on  the  bank  of  the 'river  almost  every  night  Tliisj 
60  protracted  our  march  that  we  did  not  reach  the' 
,Propl let’s  town  until  the  19th.  On  the  morning,  of 
this  day  I detached  300  men  to  surprize  the  Wine- 
bago  town  lying  on  Ponce  Passu  creek,  one  mile 
from  the  Wabash  and  four  below  the  Prophet’s.— 
This  party,  commanded  by  general  Butler,  surround- 
ed the  place  about  break  of  day,  but  found  it  eva- 
cuated. There  were  in  the  main  town  about  forty 
houses,  many  of  them  from  30  to  50  feet  in  length,! 
besides  many  temporary,  huts  in  the- -surrounding 
prairie,  in  which  they  had  cultivated  a good  deal  of 
corn.  On  the  2,0th,  21st  and  22d  we  were  eip  barked 
in  the  complete  destruction  of  the  Prophet’s  town 
which  had  about  40  cabins  and  hilts,  and  the  large 
Kickapoo  village  adjoining  below  it  on  the.  west  side 
of  the  river,  consisting  of  about  160  cabins  and  huts  ; 
finding  and  destroying  their  corn,  reconnoitring  the 
circumjacent  country,  and  constructing  works  for 
•the  defence  of  our  boats  and  army.  Seven  miles! 
east  of  us,  on  the  Ponce  Passu  creek,  a part)  of 
Indians  were -discovered ; they  had  fired  on' a small 
party  of  ours  on  the  21st  and  killed  a man  by  the 
name  of  Dunn,  a gallant  soldier  in  captain  Duval’s 
company.  On  the  22d  upwards  of  60  horsemen,  un- 
der the  command  of  lieutenant-colonels  Miller  and 
Wilcox,  anxious  to  bury  their  comrade  as  w'ell  as 
gain  a more  complete  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
went  on  to  a point  near  the  Indian  encampment,  Pell  j 
into  an  ambuscade,  and  18  of  our  party  killed,  i 
wounded  and  missing.  Among  these  are  three  hope- 
ful young  officers  and  one  private  from  the  8th  (Wil- 
cox’s) regiment,  viz.  Mars,  Edwards,  Murray,  and 
the  private  Webb,  presumed  to  be  killed  ; the  other 
14  were  of  the  rangers.  On  the  return  of  this  party, 
pud  the  information  of  a large  assemblage  of  the 
enemy,  who,  encouraged  by  the  strength  of  their 
camp,  appeared  to  be  waiting  for  us,  every  prepa- 
ration was  made  to  march  early  and  engage  the  ene-j 
my  at  every  risque ; when,  from  the  most  violent 
storm  and  fall  of  snow,  attended  with  the  coldest 
weather  I ever  saw  or  felt  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
and  which  did  not  subside  until  the  evening  of  the 
23d,  we  were  delayed  until  the  24th.  Upon  arriving 
on  the  ground,  we  found  the  enemy  had  deserted 
their  camp  before  the  fall  of  the  snow,  and  passed 
the  Ponce  Passu,  I have  no  doubt  but  their  ground 
was  the  strongest  I ever  have  seen — the  deep  rapid 
creek  spoken  of  was  in  their  rear,  running  in  a semi- 
circle, and  fronted  by  a bluff  100.  feet  high,  almost 
perpendicular  and  only  to  be  penetrated  by  three 
steep  ravines.  If  the  enemy  would  not  defend  them- 
selves here,  it  was  evident  they  did  not  intend  fight- 
ing at  all.  After  reconnoitring  sufficiently,  we  re- 
turned to  camp,  and  found  the  ice  so  accumulated 
as  to  alarm  us  for  the  return  of  the  boats.  I had 
fully  intended  to  have  spent  one  more  week  in  endea- 
voring to  find  the  Indian  camps  ; but  the  shoeless, 
shirtless  state  of  the  troops,  now  clad  in  the  rem- 
nants of  their  summer  dress  ; a river  full  of  ice  ; the 
hills  covered  with  snow ; a rigid  climate,  and  no 
certain  point  to  which  we  could  further  direct  our 
operations  ; under  the  influence  of  the  advice  of 
every  staff  and  field  officer,  orders  were  given  and 
measures  pursued  for  our  return  on  the  25th. 

We  are  now  progressing  to  Fort  Harrison  through 
ice  and  snow  where  we  expect  to  arrive  on  the  last 
day  of  this  month.  From  Vincennes  I shall  have  the 
honor  of  addressing  your  excellency  again  ; but  be- 
fore 1 close  this,  I cannot  forbear  expressing  the 
merits  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  command. 


After  leaving  Fort  Harrison  all  unfit  for  duty,  we 
had  in  privates  of  every  corps  about  one  thousand — 
in  the  total  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  or  thereabout. 
At  the  Prophet’s  town,  upwards  of  one  hundred  ot 
these  were  on  the  sick  report.  Yet,  sir,  have  we 
progressed  in  such  order  as  to  menace  our  enemy, 
free  from  any  annoyance ; seven  large  keel-boats 
have  been  covered  and  protected  to  a point  hereto- 
fore unknown  in  Indian  expeditions  ; three  large  In- 
dian establishments  have  been  burnt  and  destroyed, 
with  near  three  miles  of  fence,  (and  all  the  corn,  &c. 
we  could  find)  besides  many  smaller  ones  ; the  ene- 
my have  been  sought  in  their  strong  holds,  and  eve- 
ry opportunity  afforded  them- to  attack  or  alarm  us; 
a march  on  the  east  side  of  the  Wabash,  without 
road  or  cognizance  of  the  country,  fully  one  hundred 
miles  perfected  ; and  this  has  been  done  with  a na- 
ked army  of  infantry,  aided  by  only  about  fifty  ran- 
gers and  spies.  All  this  was  done  in  twenty  days — 
no  sigh,  no  murmur,  no  complaint. 

I certainly  feel  particular  obligations  to  my  friends 
general  Butler  and  colonel  Taylor,  for  their  effect- 
ual and  ready  aid  in  their  line  ; as  also  to  captain 
Z.  Taylor,  of  the  seventh  United  States  regiment ; 
Messrs.  Gist  and  Richeson,  my  aids-de-camp,  and 
major  J.  C.  Breckenridge,  mv secretary,  for  a prompt 
and  effectual  support  in  every  instance.  The  firm 
and  almost  unparalelled  defence  of  Fort  Harrison, 
by  captain  Z.  Taylor,  lias  raised  for  him  a fabric 
of  character  not  to  be  effaced  by  my  eulogy.  To 
colonel  Barbour,  for  his  officer-like  management,  in 
conducting  and' commanding  the  boats,  my  thanks 
are  due,  as  also  to  colonels  Miller  and  Wilcox,  and 
to  majors  Hughes  and  Shacklet,  and  to  the  captains 
and  subalterns  of  the  army  generally.  From  lieu- 
tenants Richeson,  Hawkins  and  Sullivan  of  the  United 
States  troops,  I have  to  acknowledge  my  obligations 
for  their  steady  and  uniform  conduct,  as  well  as 
captain  Beckers,  of  the. rangers,  captain  Washburn, 
of  the  spies,  and  the  staff  generally. 

Let  me  refer  your,  excellency  to  colonel  Taylor 
for  more  minute  information  ; and  believe  me  with 
high  regard  and  consideration,  to  be,  vonr  most 
obedient  servant,  SAMUEL  HOPKINS. 

From,  the  London  Gazette  Extraordinary . 

Do wmxu-Stkket,  Oct.  6th,  1812. 

Captain  Goore,  aid-de-camp  to  lieutenant-general 
sir  George  Prevost,  governor  in  chief  of  his  majesty’s 
provinces  in  North  America,  arrived  this  morning 
with  dispatches  from  the  lieutenant-general,  addres- 
sed to  earl  Bathurst,  one  of  his  majesty’s  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract and  a copy. 

Monthe\t.,  Aug.  26. 

Mr  Lorn) — I feel  the  greatest  satisfaction  m trans- 
mitting to  your  lordship  a letter  which  I have  this  day 
received  by  express  from  major-general  Brock,  an 
nouncingto  me  the  surrender  of  Fort  Detroit,  on  the 
16th  inst.  by  brigadier-general  Hull  with  the  army  un- 
der his  command,  exceeding  two  thousand  live  hun- 
dred men,  together  with  twenty-five  pieces  of  ord- 
nance. 

In  my  dispatches  of  the  17th  and  24th  instant,  I 
had  the  honor  of  detailing  to  your  lordship  the  ope- 
rations which  had  taken  place  in  Upper  Canada,  in 
consequence  of  the  invasion  of  that  province  by  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  Bridgadicr-gencral  Hull, 
having  crossed  the  Detroit  river  on  the  12th  of  last 
month,  with  two  thousand  three  hundred  men,  con- 
sisting of  regular  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  militia, 
bringing  with  him  several  field  pieces  ; and  having 
driven  in  the  militia  towards  A mherstsburg,  first  ad- 
vanced to  Sandwich,  and  afterwards  approached 
Amherstsburg,  with  a part  of  his  army  to  the  river 
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Canard,  about  five  miles  from  the  fort,  where  he  was 
foiled  in  three  attempts  to  cross  that  river,  and  suf- 
fered a considerable  loss.  The  garrison  of  Amhersts- 
burg consisted  at  that  time  of  a subaltern’s  detach- 
ment of  the  royal  artillery,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
Troughton ; of  a detachment  of  three  hundred  men 
of  the  forty-first  regiment,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Muir ; and  of  about  as  many  of  the  militia  ; 
the  whole  under  the  command  of  lieutcnat-coloncl 
St.  George,  inspecting  field  officer  of  militia  in  the 
district. 

General  Brock  relying  upon  the  strong  assurances 
I had  given  him,  of  a reinforcement,  as  prompt  and 
as  effectual  as  the  circumstances  under  which  I was 
placed,  by  this  new  war,  would  permit  me  to  send, 
adopted  the  most  vigorous  measures  for  the  safety  of 
that  nart  of  the  frontier  which  had  been  attacked. — 
In  these  measures  he  was  most  opportunely  aided 
by  the  fortunate  surrender  of  Fort  Miehilimacinac, 
which  giving  spirit  and  confidence  to  the  Indian 
tribes  in  its  neighborhood,  part  of  whom  assisted  in 
its  capture,  determined  them  to  advance  upon  the 
rear  and  flanks  of  the  American  army,  as  soon  as 
they  heard  that  it  had  entered  the  province. 

The  certainty  of  the  expected  reinforcements,  and 
the  weakness  of  the  enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier, 
had  in  the  mean  time,  induced  general  Brock  to  de- 
tach from  the  garrison  of  Fort  George,  fifty  men  of 
the  forty-first  regiment  under  captain  Chambers, 
into  the  interior  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  such  of  the  Indians  and  militia  as  might  be 
ready  to  join  him,  and  of  afterwards  advancing  up- 
on the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.  Sixty  men  of  the 
same  regiment  were  also  detached  from  the  garrison 
to  Amherstsburg,  and  forty  to  Long  Point  to  collect 
the  militia  in  that  quarter.  Having-  made  these  dispo- 
sitions, and  having  previously  sent  forward  colonel 
Proctor,  of  the  forty-first  regiment  to  Amherstsburg 
—where  lie  arrived  and  assumed  the  command  on 
the  26th  of  last  month — general  Brock  proceeded 
himself  from  York  on  the  5th  inst.  for  Fort  St.  George 
and  Long  Point  on  lake  Erie,  which  last  place  he 
left  on  the  8th  following  for  Amhersthurg,  with  for- 
ty rank  and  file  of  the  forty -first  regiment,  and  two 
hundred  and  sixty  militia  forces. 

Whilst  general  Brock  was  thus  hastening  his  pre- 
parations for  the  relief  of  Amliurstsburg,  the  pros- 
pects of  the  American  army  under  general  Hull 
were  becoming  every  day  more  unfavorable,  and 
their  situation  more  critical.  The  intelligence  of 
the  fall  of  .Miehilimacinac  had  reached  them,  which 
they  knew  must  expose  them  to  an  attack  of  the  In- 
dians in  the  one  quarter,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
were  threatened  in  another  by  the  force  approach- 
ing* under  capt.  Chambers.  An  Indian  tribe  of  the 
Wyandotts,  whom  they  had  in  vain  attempted  to 
bribe,  aided  by  a detachment  of  the  41st  regiment 
from  Amhersthurg,  had  succeeded  in  cutting  off* 
their  supplies  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and 
intercepting  their  dispatches,  which  described  in  ve- 
ry strong  terms  their  apprehensions  and  desponden- 
cy. The  losses  they  had  sustained  in  their  different 
actions  upon  the  Canard  river,  as  well  as  those  for 
protecting  their  supplies,  together  with  the  mode 
of  warfare  pursued  by  the  Indians,  had  greatly  dis- 
couraged and  dispirited  them,  and  had  convinced 
gen.  Hull  how  hopeless  any  attempt  would  be  to 
storm  Fort  Amhersthurg,  without  great  reinforce- 
ments and  a battering  train. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  at  this  critical 
period  when  the  enemy  were  beginning  to  consult 
their  security  by  entrenching  themselves,  that  gen. 
Brock  entered  Amhersthurg  with  a reinforcement, 
Which  he  was  fortunately  enabled  to  do  on  the  12th 
‘•Kst,  without  the -sjrralkst  molestation,  in  conse- 


quence of  our  decided  naval  superiority  on  the  lakes 
To  his  active  and  intelligent  mind  the  advantages 
which  his  enemy’s  situation  afforded  him  over  them, 
even  With  his  very  inferior  force,  became  immediate- 
ly apparent ; and  that  he  has  not  failed  most  effec- 
tually to  avail  himself  of  those  favorable  circum- 
stances, your  lordship  will,  I trust,  be  satisfied, 
front  the  letter  which  I have  the  honor  of  transmit- 
ting. 

Having  thus  brought  to  your  lordship’s  view,  the 
different  circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  the  c:.mpaign  on  the  western 
frontier  of  Upper  Canada,  I cannot  withhold  from 
major-general  Brock  the  tribute  of  applause  so  just- 
ly due  to  him  for  his  distinguished  conduct  on  this 
occasion,  or  omit  to  recommend  him,  through  Axmr 
lordship,  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  ins  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent,  for  the  great  ability  and 
judgment  with  which  he  has  planned,  and  the  promp- 
titude, energy  and  fortitude  with  which  he  has  ef- 
fected, the  preservation  of  Upper  Canada,  with  the 
sacrifice  of  so  little  British  blood  in  accomplishing 
so  important  a service. 

My  aid-de-camp,  capt.  Coore,  will  have  the  hono1* 
of  delivering  to  your  lordship  this  dispatch  ; and  as 
he  is  well  qualified  to  give  your  lordship  information 
respecting  the  military  resources  of  this  command, 

I shall  beg  leave  to  refer  your  lordship  to  him  for 
farther  particulars.  I have  the  honor,  &c. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  PREVOST. 

Head-quarters , Montreal,  Sept.  1,  1812. 

My  loud— Since  I had  the  honor  of  transmitting 
to  your  lordship  my  letter  of  the  26th  ult.  in  charge 
of  my  aid-de-camp,  captain  Coore,  I have  received 
from  major-general  Brock  a dispatch,  of  which  the 
inclosed  is  a copy,  containing  the  particulars  of  brig, 
gen.  Hull’s  invasion  of  Upper  Canada,  which  has 
terminated  most  gloriously  to  his  majesty’s  arms,  in 
that  officer’s  defeat  and  surrender  as  a prisoner  of 
war,  with  the  whole  of  the  north-western  army,  to- 
gether with  the  fort  Detroit,  and  33  pieces  of  ord- 
nance. 

I forward  this  dispatch  express,  in  the  expectation 
of  its  reaching  capt.  Coore  previously  to  his  leaving 
Canada,  which,  Avith  the  colors  of  the  4th  U.  States 
regiment  accompanying  it,  I trust  that  officer  will 
have  the  honor  of  delivering  to  your  lordship.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

GEORGE  PREVOST. 

To  the  right  honorable  Earl  Dathurst. 

Head-quarters,  Detroit , August  7.- 

Sin — I ha\’e  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  ex- 
cellency, that  the  enemy  effected  Ids  passage  across 
the  Detroit  river  on  the  12th  ult.  without  opposition, 
and  that  after  establishing  himself  at  Sandwich,  he 
had  ravaged  the  country  as  far  as  the  Moravia  town. 
Some  skirmishes  occurred  between  the  troops  under 
lieutenant-colonel  St.  George  and  the  enemy  upon  the 
river  Canard,  which  uniformly  terminated  in  his  be- 
ing repulsed  Avith  loss.  I had  judged  it  proper  to 
detach  a force  down  the  river  Thames,  capable  of 
acting  in  conjunction  with  the  garrison  of  Amherst- 
burg  offensively ; but  captain  Chambers,  whom  I 
had  appointed  to  direct  this  detachment,  experienc- 
ed difficulties  that  frustrated  my  intentions.  The 
intelligence  received  from  that  quarter  admitting  of 
no  delay,  colonel  Proctor  Avas  directed  to  assume  the 
command,  and  his  force  was  soon  after  increased 
with  60  rank  and  file  of  the  41st  regiment. 

In  the  mean  time  the  most  strenuous  measures 
were  adopted  to  counteract  the  machinations  of  the 
evil-disposed  ; and  I soon  experienced  the  gratifica- 
tion of  receiving  voluntary  offers  of  service  from  that 
portion  of  the  embodied  militia  the  most  easily  col- 
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lected.  la  the  attainment  of  this  important  point,  itions  which  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  tfansmi 
gentlemen  of  the  first  character  and.  influence  shew- 1 Certain  considerations  afterwards  induced  me  to 
ed  an  example  highly  creditable  to  them;  and  1 1 agree  to  the  two  supplementary’  articles, 
cannot  on  this  occasion  avoid  mentioning  the  essen-j  The  force  thus  surrendered  to  his  majesty’s  arms 


tial  assistance  I derived  from  John  M ‘Donnell,  esq. 
his  majesty’s  attorney -general,  who,  from  the  begin- 
ning* of  the  war  has  honored  me  with  his  services  as 
my  provincial  aid-de-camp.  A sufficiency  of  hoats 
being  collected  at  Long  Point  for  the  conveyance  of 
300  men,  the  embarkation  took  place  on  the  8th  inst. 
anti  in  5 days  arrived  in  safety  at  Amherstburg.  1 
found  that  the  judicious  arrangement  which  had 
been  adopted  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  col. 
Proctor,  had  compelled  the  enemy  to  retreatand  take 
shelter  under  the  guns  of  his  fort : that  officer  com- 
menced operations  by  sending  strong  detachments 
across  the  river,  with  a view  of  cutting  off  the  ene- 
my’s communication  with  his  reserve.  This  produc- 
ed two  smart  skirmishes  on  the  5th  and  9th  inst.  in 
both  of  which  the  enemy’s  loss  was  very  considera- 
ble, whilst  our’s  amounted  to  3 killed  and  13  wound- 
ed ; amongst  the  latter  I have  particularly  to  regret 
capt.  Muir  and  lieut.  Sutherland,  of  the  41st  regi- 
ment ; the  former,  an  officer  of  great  experience,  and 
both  ardent  in  his  majesty’s  service.  Batteries  had 
likewise  been  commenced  opposite  Fort  Detroit,  for 
one  18  pounder,  two  12’s,  and  two  5 1-2  half  inch 
mortars  ; all  of  which  opened  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th  (having  previously  summoned  brigadier-ganeral 
Hull  to  surrender ;)  and  although  opposed  by  a well 
directed  fire  from  seven  24  pounders,  such  was  their 
construction,  under  the  able  directions  of  captain 
Dixon  of  the  royal  engineers,  that  no  injury  was  sus- 
tained from  its  effect. 

The  force  at  my  disposal  being  collected  in  the 
course  of  the  5th,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sandwich, 
the  embarkation  took  place  a little  after  day-light  on 
the  following  morning,  and  by  the  able  arrangements 
of  lieut.  Dewar  of  the  quarter-master-general’s  de- 
partment, the  whole  was  in  a short  time  Landed  with- 
out the  smallest  confusion,  at  Spring  Well,  a good 
position,  3 miles  wes^  of  Detroit.  The  Indians  who 
had  in  the  mean  time  effected  their  landing  2 miles 
below,  moved  forwards  and  occupied  the  woods, 
about  a mile  and  an  half  on  our  left. 

T.  he  force  which  I instantly  directed  to  march 
against  the  enemy  consisted  of  30  royal  artillery,  250 
41st  regiment,  50  royal  Newfoundland  regiment, 
400  militia,  and  about  600  Indians,  to  which  were  at- 
tached 3 six-pounders  and  2 three-pounders.  The 
services  of  lieut.  Troughton,  commanding  the  royal 
artillery,  an  active  and  intelligent  officer  being*  re- 
el un'ed  in  the  field,  the  direction  of  the  batteries  was 
intrusted  to  captain  Hall,  of  the  marine  department ; 
and  I cannot  withhold  my  entire  approbation  of  their 
conduct  on  that  occasion. 

I crossed  the  river  with  an  intention  of  waiting  in 
a strong  position  the  effect  of  our  force  upon  the 
enemy  s camp,  and  in  the  hope  of  compelling  him 
to  meet  us  in  the  field  ; but  receiving  information 
upon  landing  that  colonel  M‘Arthur,  an  officer  of 
high  reputation,  had  left  the  garrison  3 days  before 
with  a detachment  of  500  men,  and  hearing  soon  af- 
terwards that  his  cavalry  had  been  seen  that  morn- 
ing 3 miles  in  our  rear,  I decided  on  an  immediate 
attack.  Accordingly  the  troops  advanced  to  within 
3 mile  of  the  fort,  and  having*  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  little  or  no  precaution  towards  the 
land  side,  I resolved  on  an  assault,  whilst  the  Indi- 
ans penetrated  his  camp.  Brig.  gen.  Hull,  howe- 
ver,  prevented  this  movement  by  proposing  a cessa- 
tion  of  hostilities,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  terms 
or  capitulation,  Lieut,  col.  John  M ‘Donnell  and  capt. 
Lleg'g  were  accordingly  deputed  by  me  on  this  mis- 
■ and  returned  within  an  hour  with  the  condi- 


cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  2500  men.  In  this 
estimate  col.  M ‘Arthur’s,  detachment  is  included,  as 
he  surrendered,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  capitula- 
tion, in  the  course  of  the  evening,  with  the  exception 
of  two  hundred  men,  whom  he  left  escorting  a valua- 
ble convoy  at  some  little  distance  in  his  rear ; but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  the  officer  commanding  will 
consider  himself  equally  bound  by  the  capitulation. 

The  enemy’s  aggregate  force  was  divided  into  two 
troops  of  cavalry ; one  company  of  artillery  regu- 
lars ; the  fourth  U.  S.  regiment ; detachments  of  the 
first  and  third  U.  S.  regiment,  volunteers ; three 
regiments  of  the  Ohio  militia ; one  regiment  of  the 
Michigan  territory. 

Thirty -three  pieces  of  brass  and  iron  ordnance 
have  already  been  secured. 

When  this  contest  commenced  many  of  the  Indian 
nations  were  engaged  in  active  warfare  with  the  U. 
States,  notwithstanding  the  constant  endeavors  of 
this  government  to  dissuade  them  from  it.  Some  of 
the  principal  chiefs  happened  to  be  at  Amherstburg, 
trying  to  procure  a supply  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  for  years  had  been  withheld,  agreeably  to  the 
instrustions  received  from  Sir  James  Craig,  and  since 
repeated  by  your  excellency. 

From  that  moment  they  took  a most  active  part, 
and  appeared  foremost  on  every  occasion  ; they  w ere 
led  yesterday  by  col.  Elliott  and  capt.  M‘Kee,  and 
nothing  could  exceed  their  oi'der  and  steadiness.  A 
few  prisoners  were  taken  by  them  during*  the  ad- 
vance, whom  they  treated  with  every  humanity ; and 
it  affords  me  much  pleasure  in  assuring  your  excel- 
lency, that  such  was  their  forbearance  and  attention, 
to  what  was  required  of  them,  that  the  enemy  sus- 
tained no  other  loss  of  men  than  what  was  occasioned 
by  the  fire  of  our  batteries. 

The  high  sense  I entertain  of  the  abilities  and 
judgment  of  lieut.  col.  Myers,  induced  me  to  appoint 
him  to  the  important  command  at  Niagara;  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  I deprived  myself  of  his  assis- 
tance, but  had  no  other  expedient ; his  duties  as  head 
of  the  quarter-master-general’s  department  were 
performed  to  my  satisfaction  by  lieut.  col.  Nichoils, 
quarter-master-gcneral  of  the  militia. 

Captain  Clegg,  my  aid-de-camp,  will  have  the 
honor  of  delivering  this  dispatch  to  your  excellency  ; 
he  is  charged  with  the  colors  taken  at  the  capture 
of  fort  Detroit,  and  those  of  the  4th  U.  S.  regiment. 

Captain  Clegg  is  capable  of  giving  your  excellency 
every  information  respecting*  the  state  of  this  pro- 
vince ; and  I shall  esteem  myself  highly  indebted  to 
your  excellency  to  afford  him  that  protection,  to 
which  his  merit  and  length  of  service  give  him  a 
powerful  claim. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  ISAAC  BROCK,  Major-Gen. 

P.  S.  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  of  a pro- 
clamation, which  I issued  immediately  on  taking  pos- 
session of  this  country. 

I should  have  mentioned  in  the  body  of  my  dis- 
patch the  capture  of  the  Adams  ,•  she  is  a fine  vessel, 
and  recently  repaired,  but  without  arms. 

Knoxville , December  7,  1812. 

East  Tennessee  Volunteers. — Agreeably  to  the 
plan  proposed  by  col.  John  Williams,  to  raise  a corps 
of  volunteers  to  be  employed  on  the  Southern  fron- 
tier, about  forty  or  fifty  active  and  enterprizing  men 
assembled  at  this  place  on  Tuesday  last,  and  pitched 
their  camp  about  half  a mile  from  town,  preferring 
at  once  to  enter  on  the  character  of  soldiers,  though 
the  weather  was  bad,  to  accepting  the  invitations 
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*h,ch  every  Citizen  was  solicitous  to  offer.  They  Of  these  patriotic  old  men,  six  companies  are 
w«re  visited  at  their  encampment  by  the  farmers  of  composed  under  captains  James  Porter,  John  Har- 
the  neighborhood,  with  tenders  of  provision  and  fo-  ns,  Thomas  Downs,  John  Secrest,  S.  Harris  and 
rage  for  themselves  and  horses,  ft-”-  1 f--1’--  > - • 


services  to  tlie  commanding  officer.  It  is  ascertain- } 
ed  that  their  number  will  exceed  200  before  thev ! 


IV  AL. 


pass  the  bounds  of  the  state,  as  many  are  hastening],  .Yrw’®  ,sutisf:iCti°n  to  observe  the  pub- 

preparations  to  follow  and  join  the  detachment.  At.,1  . V U c Hshmeii  f o the  generous  liberality 

finer  looking  company  of  men,  or  a company  better i ULS  1T,^vkec|  tue  conduct  of  our  seamen,  as  w ell 

armed,  equipped  and  mounted,  we  have  never  seen.  ] m L ie  Pu  *:IC  as  m ^,c  PriVy  *e  . :,-rn'vd  vessels,  h e 
It  is  composed  principally  of  the  most~conspicuoiis } ‘a‘e.s°1  tins  commendable  deportment  is  not 

citizens  of  tills  section  of  the  country — militia  offi-i^c,IJ)ro|Ca  . * erTC1Tiy,  and  ;tl’e  as  often  incensed 

cers  from  the  major-general  of  this  division  down  to  a *e,  laisl1  treatment  of  our  people,  unfortunate 


subalterns  of  companies,  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture, attornies  at  the  head  of  their  profession,  mer- 


enougli  to  fall  into  their  hands.  To  put  tlrem  into 
irons,  to  deny  them  a reasonable  quantity  of  food. 


chants,  and  citizens  of  the  first  respectability  and|^  of  their  clothes  and  motjev,  and  all  the 

wealth,  are  in j the  ranks.  I lttif  art‘deS  necessar-v  to  their/  comfort  m a strange 

When  it  is  known  that  the  requisition  from  this  ian  ’ 1 . ie  common  practice  (with  a few  honorable 
state  of  1500  militiamen,  for  the  defence  of  tlie  low- 


er country,  and  two  regiments  for  the  northern  ter 
ritories,  has  been  by  the  governor  ordered  from  West 
Tennessee,  and  consequently,  the  probability  of  a 
call  for  men  from  this  quarter  being  done  away,  a 
proper  estimate  may  be  made  of  tlie  patriotism  of 
those  composing  this  detachment,  who  .have  prefer- 
red thus  to  encounter  the  privations  of  a winter 
campaign,  at  the  end  of  a journey  of  several  hun- 
dred miles,  on  their  own  expense,  in  search  of  dan- 
gers in  the  service  of  their  country,  to  remaining  at 
home  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  families  and  friends, 
and  the  pursuit  of  their  profitable  business. 

Upon  the  suggestion  that  the  few  enrolled  in  this 
corps,  who  were  not  men  of  wealth,  might  suffer 
from  the  want  of  funds,  the  citizens  of  Knoxville, 
with  their  characteristic  liberality,  subscribed  and 
paid  into  tlie  hands  of  one  0f  the  company,  300  dol- 
lars, to  lie  used  for  the  relief  of  such  as  may  not 
have  made  proper  provision  for  tlie  expense  of  tlie 
campaign. 

Raleigh,  (N.  C.)  December  15. 

The  following  is  a tender  of  the  services  of  the 
Patriotic  Fathers  of  Mecklenburg  county  to  his 
excellency  the  gover.  o 

Charlotte , Nov.  25. 

— By  tlie  unanimous  resolution  on  yesterday, 
of  tlie  patriotic  fathers  of  Mecklenburg  county,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  present  to  you  a tender  of  their 
cervices  in  defence  of  our  much  injured  and  insult- 
ed country,  to  any  part  of  the  state  where  you  mav 
deem  it  expedient ; or  when  and  wheresoever  their 
services  may  be  necessary  in  avenging  the  wrongs 
persisted  in  by  our  enemy. 

Party  spirit  in  politics,  with  these,  my  fellow-sol- 
diers, is  enveloped  by  the  cloud  of  injuries  and  in- 
justice pressed  upon  us  by  our  proud,  implacable  and 
declared  enemy. 

They  with  one  voice  declare,  that  thsugh  they 
have  scolded  with  one  another,  they  will  fight  only 
against  their  enemies.  Our  hopes  of  an  accommo- 
dation are  nearly  at  an  end,  and  do  not  feel  in  a 
temper  of  mind  any -longer  to  indulge  them. 

I am  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  PORTER,  Colonel. 

Charlotte , (~ Mecklenburg 'county  J Nov.  24. — Tlie 
unexpected  perseverance  of  our  enemy,  and  the  late 
misfortune  of  our  van  guards  in  the  north-west,  have 
swelled  the  number  of  veteran  fathers  to  about  four 
hundred  men,  in  this  county,  whose  second  ardor 
threatens  to  rise  in  proportion  to  the  pressure  upon 
pur  beloved  country,  and  the  government  which  their 
Services  had  eminently  assisted  to  procure. 


exceptions)  of  tlie  magnanimous  English.  Captain 
Decatur  in  the  most  polite  manner,  refused  the 
sword,  but  took  the  hand  of  captain  Carden , late 
of  tlie  Macedonian — But  sir  James  Yeo  is  desirous 
of  breaking  Porter’s  s weird  over  his  head— -and  the 
gallant  captain  Jones , late  of  the  JF asp,  was  treated 
in  the  most  haughty  and  contumelious  manner  by 
captain  Beresford,  of  the  Poictiers.  His  oncers, 
in  general,  were  plundered  of  every  thing* — and  many 
of  them  returned  to  New- York  without  having 
changed  any  part  of  the  dress  they  had  on  when 
they  beat  the  Frolic.  Captain  Daeves , late  of  the 
Guerriere,  in  his  official  letter  says  : — 

“ 1 feel  it  my  duty  to  state  the  conduct  of  captain 
Hull  and  his  officers  to  our  men,  has  been  that  of  a 
brave  enemy,  the  greatest  care  being  taken  to  pre- 
vent our  men’s  losing  the  smallest  trifle,  and  tlie 
greatest  attention  being  paid  to  tlie  Wounded.” 

In  battle,  and  after  battle,  we  are  proud  of  our 
tars — for  they  beat  the  English  as  well  in  bravery  as 
in  generosity.  In  war,  they  have  tjhe  hearts  of  lions 
— but  the  contest  ended,  and  the  foe  subdued,  they 
have  the  disposition  of  lambs — as  the  song  says  ; 

“ In  war,  rugged  war,  have  the  heart  of  a Hon, 

“ But  the  battle  once  ended,  tlie  soul  of  a lamb,” 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  a permanent  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  with  the  British  at  Halifax  for 
the  regular  and  immediate  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Twenty -nine  men  from  the  Bona  privateer  of  Bal- 
timore, boarded  and  carried  a British  ship  of  800 
tons  and  22  guns,  from  Madeira.  It  is  feared,  how- 
ever, the  prize  has  been  re-taken. 

The  privateer  Blockade  of  New-York  of  8 guns 
[we  believe!  has  been  captured  by  tlie  British  sloop 
of  war  Charybdis  of  18  thirty -two  pounders,  after 
a dreadful  action  of  one  hour  and.  twenty  minutes, 
during  which  eight  men  were  killed  on  board  the  pri- 
vateer, and  twenty-eight  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Charybdis  slain — many  were  wounded  on  both 
sides. 

By  the  law  of  March  last  four  new  frigates  to  sup- 
ply the  places  of  the  Philadelphia,  New-York,  Gen. 
Greene  and  Boston,  were  directed  to  built ; and,  we 
believe,  some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work. 

The  common  council  of  New-York  have  resolved 
that  the  freedom  of  the  city  be  presented  so  com. 
Decatur  in  a gold  box — that  his  portrait  be  procured 
to  set  up  in  the  gallery  belonging  to  the  city,  and  that 
a public  dinner  be  given  to  J full,  Jones  and  Decatur . 

A resolution  has  been  adopted  by  the  house  of  de- 
legates of  Virginia,  to  present  the  thanks  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly  in  tlie  name  of  the  commonwealth, 
With  appropriate  swords,  to  commodore  Decatur  and 
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lieutenants  Allen  and  jYichohon,  of  the  frigate  United 
Suites,  in  honor  of  then*  late  gallant  exploit. 

Capt.  Jrmes,  late  of  the  \V>sj),  and  the  greater  part 
of  his  officers  and  crew  have  arrived  at  Washington. 
It  is  understood  they  will  be  transferred  to  the  late 
British  frigate  Macedonian. 

It  is  stated  that  on  board  the  Macedonian  frigate 
were  many  impressed  American  seamen.  One  of  these 
unfortunate  men,  named  CVw4*,  was  killed  in  the  en- 
gagement. 

It  appears  that  sir  James  Yeo  of  the  Southhamp- 
ton  has  completely  stocked  Jamaica  with  flour  pro- 
ceeding to  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  under  Portuguese  and 
Spanish  flags,  and  in  licensed  ships.  So  much  was 
the  market  glutted  that  it  hail  fallen  from  35  to  £8 
per  barrel. 

Capt.  Nash,  from  Halifax,  has  furnished  a list  of 
American  vessels,  armed  and  unarmed,  captured  and 
sent  into  Halifax  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
There  are  24  of  the  former  and  35  of  the  latter. 

A secret — The  British  frigate  HupeHon  of  36  guns, 
lately  boarded  the  cartel  ship  George  Washington, 
from  Liverpool,  previous  to  which,  however,  she  had 
torn  down  all  her  cabins,  cleared  her  decks,  manned 
her  tops,  &c.  supposing  it  might  be  the  Essex  ; the 
captain  of  the  Hyperion  observing  “that  it  would  not 
do  to  run  alongside  of  an  American  frigate  as  he 
would  a French  one.” 

Ska  fencibeks. — We  are  happy  to  learn  (says  the 
New  -York  Columbian)  that  a valuable  and  powerful 
body  of  volunteers  under  this  title,  composed  of 
sailors  and  boatmen,  is  raising  in  this  city,  for  tlve 
protection  of  the  port  for  the  term  of  one  year,  to 
be  under  the  command  of  capt.  Jacob  Lewis  (com- 
monly called  commodore  Lewis.)  The  U.  S.  guiv 
boats,  of  which  there  are  about  40  on  this  station, 
are  to  be  detached  from  the  navy,  and  put  under  the 
command  of  the  commodore,  or  colonel,  the  whole 
under  the  direction  of  gen.  Armstrong.  The  war- 
rant officers  now  attached  to  the  boats,  we  under- 
stand, will  retain  their  places,  and  receive  additional 
pay  from  the  state  during  the  time  they  are  in  actual 
service.  The  recruiting  for  this  marine  militia  goes 
on  briskly,  and  we  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  the 
bravery,  skill  and  efficiency  of  this  corps,  when  com- 
pleted in  their  numbers  and  discipline,  in  defence  of 
this  important  section  of  the  country. 

The  British  brig  Plumper,  went  a-shore  and  was 
totally  lost,  on  Point  Lapro,  thirty  miles  from  East- 
port,  on  the  5th  instant.  She  was  from  Halifax  for 
St.Johns,  with  about  $ 150,000  onboard,  none  of 
which  was  saved.  Of  one  hundred  men  that  compos- 
ed her  crety,  all  were  lost,  the  captain  and  eleven 
others,  excepted. 

The  British  privateer  Liverpool  Packet  has  again 
made  her  appearance  on  our  eastern  coast,  and  cap- 
tured several  vessels.  An  armed  sloop  has  gone  in 
search  of  her. 

An  American  privateer  has  made  her  appearance 
in  the  British  channel  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
enemy.  They  may  expect  many  visits  from  our  enter- 
prising tars  in  the  very  mouths  ot  their  harbors. 

The  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania, 
have  voted  the  building  of  a frigate  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States — yeas  70,  nays  20. 

PLEASING  INCIDENT. 

We  are  informed  that  a few  days  since,  on  its  be- 
ing made  known  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy  that  the 
crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Wasp  had  arrived 
at  the  navy  yard  in  this  city,  he,  accompanied  by 
their  gallant  commander  capt.  Jones,  the  command- 
ant of  the  yard  and  other  navy  officers,  had  these 
brave  fellows  assembled,  and  after  a short  but  per- 
tinent address,  in  which  he  assured  them  of  the  ap- 
pfobStion  and  protection  of  their  country,  the  secre- 


tary observed  that  as  all  of  them  were  brave,  he  must 
be  allowed  to  take  each  one  by  the  hand.  This  was 
done  most  readily,  and  while  these  honest  fellows 
extended  the  salute  to  every  officer  present,  it  was 
easily  to  be  discovered  on  their  approaching  their 
commander  capt.  Jones,  that  they  not  merely  re- 
spected but  loved  him. 

Captain  Jones  was  then  required  by  the  secretary 
to  allow  to  these  brave  men  every  reasonable  indul- 
gence as  to  money  and  time,  having  regard  to  pro- 
per discipline.  This  has  been  conformed ; and 
while  these  worthy  tars  have  been  recreating,  not 
an  instance  of  disorderly  conduct  has  occurred  ; for 
the  brave  are  always  prudent  and  circumspect. 

Mat.  Int. 

London,  Dec.  16. — Captain  Carden  speaks  in 
equal  terms  of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  com- 
modore Decatur,  and  his  officers,  [alluding  to  Da - 
cres  official  report.]  A 11  the  private  property  of  the 
| officers  and  men,  on  board  the  Macedonian  was 
[given  up  ; that  claimed  by  captain  Carden  including 
a band  of  music,  and  several  casks  of  wine,  was 
valued  at  about  $800,  which  the  commodore  (whose 
soul  is  as  liberal  as  brave)  paid  him  for.  Generosity 
could  not  have  been  more  properly  applied.  Capt. 
Carden  has  been  distinguished  for  Ins  civilities  to 
such  Americans  as  he  met  at  sea  before  the  war.— 
His  noble  liberality,  and  consoling*  attention  to  cap- 
tain Bolles  and  crew,  of  this  place  (who  were  driven 
from  the  coast  last  winter,  and  in  danger  of  perish- 
ing) gives  him  a title  to  all  the  respect  and  attention 
the  requirements  of  war  will  admit. 

CuAiiLESToy,  Dec.  5. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Columbia , dated  December  2. 

The  committee  who  have  had  under  consideration 
the  subject  of  building  a frigate,  have  reported  that 
is  expedient  to  build  a ship  of  the* line,  and  present 
the  same  to  the  United  States.  It  is  expected  that 
this  generous  example  of  South  Carolina  will  not  be 
set  in  vain.  We  are  disposed  to  shew  the  Eastern 
section  of  the  Union,  what  is  our  opinion  upon  the 
subject  of  a navy.  It  can  be  but  conjecture  to  hazard 
an  opinion  what  may  be  the  sense  of  the  house  on 
the  subject.  The  committee  upon  the  subject,  were 
nearly  unanimous,  there  being  but  one  dissenting 
voice. 

“St.  Harts,  Dec.  1,  1812. — Two  days  ago  his  Bri* 
tannic  majesty’s  schooner  Subtle,  in  chase  of  the 
American  privateer  Favorite,  Miller,  upset  in  a 
squall,  and  before  the  prfvateer  could  get  to  her  as- 
sistance not  a vestige  was  to  be  seen  except  a few 
hammocks.” 

NAVAL  PROMOTIONS. 

[When  we  inserted  a little  notice  of  Captain  Morris,  in  page  222, 
we  were  not  apprised  that  his  promotion  nad.  given  offence  to,  or 
wounded  the  feelings  of  any  other  officer.  The  following  state- 
ment and  remonstrance  ot'  James  Lawrence,  Esq.  master  and  com- 
mandant of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  as  good  an  officer  as  any  in 
the  service,  is  1'uJl  of  interest.] 

United  States'  ship  Hornet.  Get.  10,  3812. 

SIR— lam  much  gratified  by  a report  of  your  return  to  Wash- 
ington, and  hasten  to  address  you,  as  guardian  of  our  rights,  on  a 
subject  that  nearly  concerns  me,  as  well  as  others  of  my  grade  in 
service.  It  has  for  some  time  been  currently  reported  In  this 
city  (and  in  fact  I have  seen  letters  from  Mr.  Goldsborough  that, 
strengthen  the  report)  that  lieutenant  Morris  was  to  be  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  navy,  in  consequence  of  his  conduct 
on  board  the  Constitution,  ju  the  late  action  with  the  Guevriere- 
I have,  the  most  exalted  opinion  of  lieutenant  Morris,  of  course 
can  have  no  w ish  to  detract  from  his  merits ; but  after  the  most 
mature  consideration,  I cannot  discover  wherein  his  exertions,  as 
first  lieutenant,  entitle  him  to  the  rank  to  which  he  is,  I under- 
stand, about  to  be  promoted.  The  appointment  of  master  and 
commander,  w ould,  in  my  opinion,  amply  compensate  him  ; and. 
as  far  as  I can  judge,  give  universal  satisfaction.  I have  consult- 
ed with  commodore  Rodgers,  who  fully  agrees  with  me  in  iny 
oplmon.nm!  has  authorised  me  to  make  use  of  his  name  in  my 
communication  to  you  on  the  subject.  Commodore  Bainbridge’s 
sentiments  on  the  occasion  1 presume  you  are  acquainted  w ith, 
as  he  informs  me  that  he  has  written  you.  1 am  fearful  yon 
w ill  consider  my  remonstrance  as  im'projier,  but  trust,  on  taking 
my  feelings  into  consideration,  you  will  make  every  allowance 
when.I  inform  you  that  my  irl.rils  coincide  with,  me- in  tmi.kinjr 
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tfiat  the  promotion  cf  lieutenant  Morris  to  the  grade  I first  men- 
tioned, bears  peculiarly  hard  on  me,  as  I was  lirst  lieutenant  with 
the  now  commodore  Decatur  nt  the  time  he  destroyed  the  frigate 
Philadelphia,  at  that  time  if  not  now,  thought  as  much  of  as  the 
capture  of  the  G-uerriere,  for  which  exploit  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  post-captain,  and  I was  rewarded  with  the  offer  of 
ttvo  months  pay.  After  devoting  nearly  fifteen  years; of  the  prime 
of  my  life  faithfully  to  the  service  of  my  country,  without  a fur- 
lough (excepting  one  for  six  weeks)  you  must  not  think  hard  of  my 
having  remonstrated  thus  plainly  on  lieutenant  Morris’  promotion 
over  me.  I assure  you  that  I should  regret  extremely  leaving 
the  service  at  any  period,  particularly  at  this  ; but  if  outranked 
hy  an  officer,  who  has  not  greater  claims  than  myself  to  promotion, 

I have  no  alternative.  Trusting  to  the  impartiality  of  your  deci- 
sion, 1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JAMES  LAWRENCE. 

The  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton. 

Navy  Department,  October  17, 1812. 
SIR— Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  has  reached  me.  The  sug- 
gestions with  which  that  letter  concludes,  prevents  an  answer 
jfi  detail,  and  confines  me  to  the  single  observation,  that  if(without 
cause)  you  leave  the  service  of  our  country,  there  will  still  remain 
heroes  and  patriots  to  support  the  honor  ofits  flag . 

I am, sir,  yours,  PAWL  HAMILTON. 

Capt.  Lawrence,  U.S.  ship  Hornet. 

To  the  honorable  the' Senate  of  the  Uuited  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled. 

.Tames  Lawrence  of  New- York,  master  and  commandant  of  the 
sloopcf  war  Hornet,  respectfully  presents  this  memorial  to  the  ho- 
norable senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  . nomination  of  lieu- 
tenant Charles  Morris,  late  first  officer  of  the  frigate  Constitution, 
to  the  grade  of  post-captain  i:i  the  Davy  of  the  Uuited  States. 

Your  memorialist  respectfully  represents,  that  he  entered  the 
service,  as  midshipman,  September  the  14th,  1798. 

That  he  continued  in  that  capacity,  attached  to  sundry  vessels, 
upwards  of  two  years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  an  acting  lieuten- 
ant on  Ward  the  frigate  Adams,  commanded  by  capt.  Robinson  ; in 
•which  capacity  he  continued  until  the  reduction  of  the  navy,  in 
consequence  of  which  this,  appointment  was  not  confirmed,  and  of 
course  he  remained  in  the  grade  of  midshipman: 

That  when  the  war  with  Tripoli  w as  declared,  he  was  promoted 
to  a lieutenancy,  and  attached  to  the  Enterprise  as  first  officer; 
from  which  he  was  removed  to  the  frigate  Jolui  Adams,  and  acted 
in  the  same  capacity: 

That  this  service  continued  three  years  and  a half,  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  United  States  with  commodore  Preble,  and  was  again 
dispatched  to  the  Mediterranean  as  commander  of  gun-boat  No.  6, 
in  which  service  he  was  engaged  sixteen  months: 

That  while  attached  to  the  Enterprise,  lie  sailed  as  first  lieuten- 
ant with  about  seventy  volunteers,  in  the  ke  tch  Intrepid,  of  four 
guns,  undr  the  present 'commodore  Decatur,  then  commander  of 
the  Enterpvize,  to  destroy  the  frigate  Philadelphia  of  44  guns,  ly- 
ing in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli: 

That  lieutenant  Moms  volunteered  as  a midshipman  in  this  ex- 
pedition, which  was  so  completely  successful,  that  the  Philadelplria 
was  destroyed  without  the  loss  of  a single  man  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans:  , ^ 

That  fpr  this  exploit  commodore  Decatur  was  mane  post-captam 
—and  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Intrepid,  voted  by 
congress  two  months  extra  pay,  which  was  declined  by  your  me- 
morialist : 

That  since  the  Mediterranean  service  was  completed,  your  me- 
morialist has  been  constantly  engaged  in  the  service,  having  been 
attached  to  the  Constitution  as  first  lieutenant ; and  to  the  Vixen, 
Wasp,  Argus  and  Hornet,  commander ; during  w hich  commands  he 
has  been  twice  to  Europe  with  despatches : 

T hat  he  was  in  the  Hornet  when  w ar  was  declared,  and  was  at 
taehed  to  commodore  Rodgers’ squadron  and  cruized  with  him  un- 
til the  commodore’s  return  to  Boston,  and  is  now  attached  to  com- 
modore Bainbridge’s  squadron. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  memorialist  respectfully  pre- 
sents this  memorial  to  the  honorable  senate,  against  the  ratification 
of  the  nomination  of  lieutenant  Charles  Morris,  to  the  grade  of  post- 
captain ; but  at  the  same  time  would  bear  testimony  to  the  unitbrm- 
ly  distinguished  merit  of  that  accomplished  gentleman  and  gallant 
officer: 

Your  memorialist  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  no  achieve- 
ment within  his  knowledge,  however  gallant,  has  been  rewarded 
witli  a promotion  of  more  than  one  grade  ; and  that  such  is  the  in- 
variable usage  of  maritime  nations,  particularly  the  British,  whose 
navy  has  arrived  to  its  greatest  perfection  : 

That  the  unexampled  promotion  of  a single  officer  on  board  of 
any  frigate  in  a successful  engagement,  when  all  did  their  duty,  with 
signal  but  equal  brilliancy,  must  necessarily  be  detrimental,  if  nut 
destructive  to  the  service,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a tacit  reflection  upon 
tiie  conduct  of  those  officers  who  are  overlooked  : 

That  the  masters  and  commanders  appointed  to  the  smaller  ves- 
sels of  the  navy,  are  generally  attached  to  frigates,  and  consequently 
are  placed  by  their  superior  grade,  in  a more  unfavorable  situation 
for  promotion  than  officers  of  an  inferior  grade  attached  to  frigates ; 
thereby  rendering  the  grade  which  they  had  previously  acquired 
bv  good  conduct  an  obstacle  to  future  promotion,  a part  from  eti- 
quette, the  impolicy  and  injustice  of  such  promotions  cannot  be 
made  more  obvious  by  argument : 

That  your  memorialist  is  confirmed  in  these  sentiments  by  the 
opinions  of  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  officers  in  the 
service,  .and  by  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  navy  of  the  same  grade 
with  your  memorialist,  with  whom  he  has  communicated,  many 
of  w hom  think  they  cannot  reconcile  it  to  their  honors  to  continue 
in  the  service,  il  so  unprecedented  a nomination  should  be  ratified 
o$*  the  Senate.  JAMES  LAWRENCE. 

U.  S.  ship  Burnet,  October  22,  1812, 
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“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  w ide  domain, 

‘•And  not  a sail  without  permission  spreads 

British  Naval  Register^ 

(Xj'The  prize  brig  sent  into  the  Chesapeake  by  the 
United  States’  brig  Argus,  was  driven  out  again 
by  a gale  of  wind,  and  re-captured  by  the  Maid- 
stone frigate.  Wc  therefore  deduct  one  number 
from  the  general  account,  though  we  think  that  10 
per  cent,  added,  would  not  embrace  all  the  prizes 
actually  made,  not  being  duly  published. 

285.  Brig  Venus,  from  Brazil  and  London,  10 
guns,  richly  laden  with  562  bales  of  cotton,  fustic, 
&c.  sent  into  Savannah  by  the  privateer  Polly  of  Sa- 
lem. 

286,  28 7,  288,  289,  290,  291,  592,  293,  294— nine 
British  vessels,  sunk,  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the 
Patriot  of  New-York,  during  a cruize  of  56  days. 

595.  Packet  Townsend,  from  Falmouth  for  Bar- 
badoes,  heavily  armed,  captured  by  the  Tom,  of  Bal- 
timore, after  a severe  engagement  in  which  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Townsend  and  four  of  her  men  were  kil- 
led and  several  wounded.  The  Tom  was  but  little 
injured,  and  had  only  two  men  wounded.  The  mail 
was  thrown  overboard,  but  recovered  by  the  Bona 
and  brought  to  Baltimore , on  Saturday  last. 

296,  Brig-  Burch  all,  a packet  from  Barbadoes  for 
Demarara,  with  an  English  commissary  and  his  lady 
on  board,  captured  by  the  High-Flyer  of  Baltimore, 
and  sent  into  that  port.  The  High-Flyer  has  cap- 
tured a number  of  drogers  plying  between  the  isl- 
ands— she  released  one  of  them  with  the  commissa- 
ry and  72  prisoners,  and  sent  her  as  a flag  of  truce 
into  Demarara ; and  governor  Carmichael  returned  a 
complimentary  letter  to  her  capt.  for  his  kind  treat- 
ment of  them. 

297-  Brig  Criterion,  sent  into  New-York. 

298.  Schooner  Neptune,  captured  by  the  Revenge 
of  Philadelphia, and  given  up  tq  release  her  prisoners, 
after  the  proper  formalities. 

289.  Schooner  Neptune,  with  a cargo  of  salt,  oil, 
fish,  &c.  sent  to  Portland,  by  the  Revenge  of  Salem  ; 
on  her  way  from  the  former  to  the  latter  place  was 
wrecked — crew  and  cargo  saved. 

300.  Schooner driven  ashore  on  the  coast 

of  Nova  Scotia,  and  burnt,  by  the  Revenge  of  Salem. 

301.  Brig  Fancy,  sent  into  New-London  by  the 
Joel  Barlow,  privater. 

302.  Sloop  Nelly  and  Pamelia,  captured  by  the  Re- 
venge of  Philadelphia,  Was  wrecked  on  Chinco- 
teague  shoals — crew  and  cargo  saved. 

303.  Brig  Devonshire,  ladyn  with  codfish,  sent  in- 
to France , by  the  Decatur  privateer.  This  .vessel 
was  captured  not  far  from  our  own  coast,  but  the 
“ vankees”  thinking  that  the  cargo  would  do  better 
in  France  than  at  home,  manned  and  sent  the  prize 
on  a trading  voyage,  without  ceremony. 

304.  Schooner  , from  Quebec,  sent  into 

New  York  by  the  Retaliation  of  that  port. 

305.  Ship of  22  guns  and  full  of  men,  after 

an  engagement  of  35  minutes,  driven  on  shore  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Demarara  river,  by  the  General  Arm- 
strong of  New  York.  This  privateer  has  returned 
to  port  after  a brilliant  cruise  ; having  captured, 
among  others,  three  heavy  armed  and  very  valuable 
vessels  ; neither  of  which  have  yet  arrived.  She  also 
seized  and  gave  up  several  of  small  value. 

Our  Gallant  Tars. 

It  was  properly  observe  in  a London  paper  when 
the  news  of  our  declaration  of  war  reached  that  ci- 
ty, that  th ^British  would  have  an  enemy  very  dif- 
ferent from  {fie  French  to  contend  with,  at  sea.  The 
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naval  history  of  Great  Britain  for  a whole  century 
past,p  resents  no  incidents  so  destructive  of  her  seamen 
and  ships  as  the  little  brushes  we  have  had  with  them 
— never  did  four  British  vessels,  *of  the  same  force, 
Under  any  circumstances,  lose,  by  battle,  so  many 
men  as  the  Little  Belt,  Gv.erriere , Frolic  u\m\  ^Mace- 
donian— total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  318,  and 
the  ships  torn  to  pieces  ! — though  our  vessels  were  so 
little  damaged  that,  in  ten  mihutes  after  battle,  ei- 
ther of  them  could  have  engaged,  and  would  have 
defeated,  a new  enemy  of  the  same  strength  : nay. 
From  the  comparative  effect  of  their  fire,  they  would 
have  fought  two  such  ships  as  were  opposed  to  them 
at  the  same  time,  with  every  prospect  of  success. 

In  the  terrible  fight  off  Trafalgar,  the  fame  of 
which  has  resounded  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
ear tli — where  33  ships,  French  and  Spanish , of  the 
line,  many  of  them  among  the  largest  in  the  world, 
contended  for  several  hours,  with  twenty-seven  Br  i- 
tish ships  of  the  like  force,  and  some  smaller  vessels, 
the  whole  British  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  was 
only  1587  men.  Almost  one  fourth  as  many  have 
been  destroyed  on  hoard  the  four  little  vessels  men- 
tioned above,  in  a few  minutes  fighting.  These  facts 
are  calculated  to  excite  our  wonder,  and  redouble 
our  zeal,  to  give  the  tars  of  Columbia  the  long  de- 
sired opportunity  of  avenging  their  wrongs.  At 
Trafalgar , no  fotth  British  ships  lost  as  many  men  as 
the  i ouii  we  have  beaten,  the  Victory,  Royal  George , 
Tetneraire,  Bellerophon,  Bellisle,  Colossus  and  AchiUe 
excepted,  which  were  in  the  very  hottest  of  the  fight  t 
and  suffered  a great  deal  the  most  j and  though 
these  seven  ships  had  between  5 and  6000  men  on 
board,  they  had  only  803  killed  and  wounded  ; — at 
this  rate , the  Little  Bell,  (hierrieve,  Frolic  and  Mace- 
donian ought  to  have  had  but  130  mom  injured,  com- 
paring their  force  with  that  of  the  great  ships  above 
mentioned,  and  admitting  that  each  battle  was  as  hot 
as  the  hottest  part  of  the  e n gage m e n t at  Tvafalga > •;  but 
they  had  318  men  killed  and  wounded.  Now,  by  the 
rule  of  three,  what  would  have  been  the  number  of 
English  killed  at  Trafalgar , if  JVelson  had  engaged 
thirty-three  American  ships  of  the  line,  instead  of  as 
many  French  and  Spanish. 

x The  British  have  gained  their  greatest  naval  vic- 
tories with  very  little  comparative  loss.  Sir  Richard 
J.  Strachan,  with  the  Coesar,  of  80  guns,  and  the 
Hero,  Courageux  and  Namur,  of  74  guns  each,  in  a 
battle,  of  three  hours  and  a half,  with  four  French 
ships  of  the  line  (all  which  he  captured)  had  only 
135  men,  in  the  whole,  killed  and  wounded  ; though, 
he  says,  “the  enemy  fought  to  admiration!”  Well 
might  the  late  captain  of  the  Macedonian , judging 
from  the  service  he  had  seen,  have  supposed  our  fri- 
gate on  fire.  The  British  will  cqm pel  us  to  build 
ships  of  the  line  ; and  when,  we  have  them,  we  guess 
that  four  of  them  will  not  be  taken  by  four  British 
vessels,  with  the  loss  of  no  more  than  135  men. 


Our  “fir-built  Frigates/’ 

The  following  singular  article  is  extracted  from  the 
London  Evening  Star.  It  is  a curious  text — the 
officers  and  crews  of  our  “ 'fir -built  frigates ” have 
made  an  excellent  comment  upon  it. 

“We  have  received  letters  and  papers  from  New- 
Yorkto  the  14th,  and  from  Washington  to  tlie  9th 
ult.  We  are  not  surprised  to  find  from  these,  that 
the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  ample  and  uncon- 
ditional as  it  was,  has  not  satisfied  the  demagogues  of 
America.  TheAmcrican  government  has  now  thrown 
off  the  mask,  even  of  moderation,  which  its  members 
have  assumed  in  tlieir  negociations  with  this  coun- 
try, has  made  common  cause  with  France  in  her 


attempt  to  subjugate  the  world.  The  tone  of  the 
“National  Intelligencer,”  the  organ  of  Mr. Madisons 
government,  previous  to  the  arrival  in  America  of  the 
formal  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  was  moderate 
if  not  pacific,  hut.  now  that  Great  Britain  has  reced- 
ed from  her  high  and  commanding  attitude,  as  mis- 
tress of  ihe  seas,  and  dictator  of  the  maritime  law  of  na- 
tions, America,  like  an  ungrateful  and  malignant 
minion,  turns  upon  her • benefactor , and  demands 
still  further  concessions — the  American  flag  is  now  to 
secure  “all  that  sails  under  it.”  This  is  pre  cisely  the 
language  of  the  French  government — ‘‘free  ships 
►make  free  goods,”  has  been  eternally  echoed  in  our 
ears,1  since  the  commencement  of  the  war ; and  but 
yesterday  we  were  told  by  France,  that  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  was  the  line  of  demarkation  of  our  maritime 
rights.  This  is  bold  language  to  utter  to  a nation 
whose  seamen  have  successively  beaten  every  power 
j in  Europe  into  a confession  of  their  superiority — a na- 
tion whose  fleets  have  annihilated,  in  succession, 
those  of  Spain,  Holland,  France,  liussia  and  Den- 
mark. Our  maritime  superiority  is,  in  fact,  part  of 
the  law  of  nations.  It  has  been  the  rightof  the  conquer- 
or, since  men  associated  together  in  civilization,  to 
give  laws  to  the  conquered  ; and  is  Great  Britain  to 
be  driven  from  the  proud  eminence,  which  the  blood 
and  treasures  of  her  sons  have  attained  for  her  among 
the  nations,  hy  a piece  of  striped  bunting  flying  at 
the  mast-heads  of  a few  fir-built  frigates,  maimed  by 
a handf  ul  of  bastards  and  outlaws.” 


The  Constitution  and  Guerrierb, 

FTIOM  THE  LOXIIOJT  “TIMES.” 

[The  “Times”  is  a high  ministerial  paper.  What 
will  the  folks  think,  when  they  liear  of  Jones’  Fro- 
lic, and  Decatur’ s^easy  conquest  of  the  Macedo- 
nian ? “ Felion  upom  Ossa  !” 

Tlie  naval  glory  of  Britain  is  indeliably  tarnished 
and  her  “thousand  ships  of  war,”  with  which  we 
were  told  that  she  would  “ bridge  the  main”  will 
never  obliterate  from  tlie  pages  of  faithful  history 
the  glorious  facts  we  have  had  the  high  gratifica- 
cation  to  record  in  this  work.  The  sceptre  of  the 
sea  has  left  her  ; an  infant  Hercules,  reposing  in 
his  cradle,  but  disturbed  by  her  jealousies  and 
crimes, has  boldly  seized  upon  it  ; and,  when  ma- 
turity arrives,  will  invincibly  wield  it  for  “ Free 
Trade  and  Sailoi's  Rights ,”  and  purge  the  world 
of  man-stealers  and  robbers  :] 

“We  have  been  accused  of  sentiments  unworthy 
of  Englishmen,  because  we  described  whit  we  saw 
and  felt  on  the  occasion  of  the  capture  of  the  Guer- 
riere.  fVe  witnessed  the  gloom  which  that  event  cast 
ovei'  high  and  honorable  minds  we  participated  in 
the  vexation  and  regret ; and  it  is  tlie  first  time 
that  \ve  have  ever  heard  that  tlie  striking  of  thje 
English  flag  on  the  high  seas  to  anything  like  an 
equal  force,  should  be  regarded  by  Englishmen  with  /- 
complacency  or  satisfaction.  If  it  be  a fault  to  che- 
rish among  our  countrymen  “that  chastity  of  honor 
which  feels  a stain  like  a wound if  it  be  an  error 
to  consider  the  reputation  of  our  navy  as  tenderly 
and  delicately  alive  to  reproach — that  fault,  that  er- 
ror, we  arc  likely  often  to  commit ; and  we  cannot 
but  consider  the  sophistry,  which  would  render  us 
insensible  to  the  dishonor  of  cur  fiag  as  peculiarly 
noxious  at  the  present  conjuncture.  It  is  not  merely 
that  an  English  frigate  h is  been  taken,  after  what 
we  are  free  to  confess,  mry  he  called  a brave  resis- 
tance, but  that  it  has  been  taken  by  a new  enemy, 
an  enemy  unaccustomed  to  such  triumphs,  and  likely 
to  be  rendered  insolent  and  confident  bv  them.  He 
must  be  a weak  politician,. who  doers  not  see  how.  irfi- 
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portant  the  first  triumph  is  in  giving  a tone  and  cha- 
racter to  the  war.  J\ever  before,  in  the  history  of  the 
■world,  aid  an  English' frigate  strike  to  <m  American, 
and  though  we  cannot  say,  that  captain  Due  res,  un- 
der all  circumstances,  is  punishable  for  this  act ; yet 
wo  do  sav,  there  are  commanders  in  the  English  na- 
vy, who  would  a thousand  times  rather  have  gone 
down  with  their  colors  flying,  than  have  set  their 
fellow  sailors  so  fatal  an  .example.” 

Proceedings  of  Congress. 

HOUSE  or  ItKP !i ESKNTAT1T ES* 

Thursday , Dec.  1/.  The  bill  to  increase  the  navy 
being  under  consideration  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
a motion  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  building 
ships  of  the  line  was  negatived : but  the  same  sub- 
ject being  taken  up  the  next  day  was  earned  56  to 
53 — with  a view  to  increase  the  number  of  frigates. 
The  principle,  however,  is  not  considered  as  settled, 
except  that  it  appears  the  navy  will  be  increased. 

On  Monday,  after  other  business  in  a preparative 
state,  the  house  resumed  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  bill  to  increase  the i navy.  The  motion  to  strike 
out  tiie  shpis  of  the  line  was  e onsidered,  and,  after 
argument,  rejected  52  to  58.  So  far  the  principle  is 
established  that  ships  of  the  line  shall  be  built.  In 
the  house,  the  motion  to  strikeout  the  ships  of  the 
line  was  renewed — but  an  adjournment  tooic  place 
before  a decision  was  had.  On  Tuesday,  a message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
received  yesterday,  was  read  covering  a report,  from 
the  secretary  of  state  on  the  subject  of  the  se Azure 
and  detention  of  persons,  found  on  board  American 
public  armed  ships,  claiming  them  as  British  sub- 
jects. Referred  to  the  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions. 

After  which,  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
recurring,  the  house  negatived  the  motion,  65  to  57 
to  strike  out  the  ships  of  the  line.  And  the  bill  Was 
ordered  to  a third. reading.  The  hill  respecting  the 
merchants  bonds  was  also  ordered  to  a third  reading 
[•which  we  shall  insert  at  length,  when  passed.] 

(Pj'The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  navy, 
by  building  four  ships  of  the  line,  and  six  large  fri- 
gates, has. passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
wants  nothing  but  the  signature  of  the  President  to 
become  a law. 
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In  our  last  was  inserted  an  article  respecting  the 
forgery  of  British  licenses.  The  maker  of  them  has 
been  caught  in  New- York,  with  a large  stock  on  hand. 
They  are  about  to  try  him  on  several  accounts — and 
probably,  will  send  him  to  the  Penitentiary  for  life. 
How  different  the  practice  in  England  ! There, forged 
American  papers  were  publicly  exposed  for  sale,  un- 
der the  very  eye  of  the  government. 

John  Guitar  d,-  evq.  has  been  re-elected  a senator 
in  congress  from  South  Carolina. 

David  Stone,  esq.  has  been  elected  a senator  of  the 
limited  States  from  North  Carolina,  vice  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, who  was  not  a candidate. 

The  legislature  of  Kentucky  met  at  Frankfort  on 
Monday  the  7th  inst. 

In  the  senate  Richard  Hickman,  It.  gov.  appeared 
and  took  his  seat,  and  Joseph  H.  Hawkins,  was  elect- 
ed speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives-  On  the 
fallowing  day  a patriotic  message  received  from 
gov-.  Shelby. 

Gen.  Alston  has  been  elected  governor  of  South 
Carolina.  The  votes  were,  for  Air.  Alston  82,  for 
Mr.  Geddes  76,  scattering  4. 

Since  our  last  we  have  late  accounts  from  France 
artd  England.  A series  of  bulletins  of  the  grand  ar- 


my of  the  former  in  Russia,  down  to  No.  23,  dated  at 
Moscow,  Oct.  9,  details  only  partial  actions  and  skir- 
mishes. It  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  Moscow 
were  returning  in  search  of  their  homes,  and  that 
Bonaparte  was  exerting  himself  to  render - hem  com- 
fortable. Thrm.nistei  ial  j*u»in  England,  re  very  wroth 
at  the  perverse  ness  of  the  American  government,  and 
have  decided  (so  the  news-papers  say)  on  a war  of 
extermination , till  one  or  the  other  power  shall  fall — 
of  thus  Britain  may  be  assured,  that,  as  the  question 
is  brought  to  issue,  sooner  will  the  Alleganies  be 
prostrated,  than  America  consent  to  the  impressment 
. of  her  tars.  It  is  said  they  have  issued  a proclama- 
tion declaring  that  all  British  born  subjects  found  on 
board  our  vessels,  shall  be  treated  as  t.aitors,  though 
naturalized  by  our  laws.  There  is  a fearful  corrective 
of  this.  The  Russian  fleet  is  to  be  sent  to  England 
for  safety- — preparations  to  receive  it  have  been  made 
at  Portsmouth — another  account  denies  this.  The 
merchants  in  all  the  sea-ports  are  shipping  off  their 
effects.  On  the  whole,  it  would  appear  .that  the  Rus- 
sian war  was  nearly  closed  at  our  last  accounts.  B ur- 
ges still  held  out  against  lord  Wellington,  and  no 
evert  of  importance  has  lately  occurred  in  Spain  or 
Portugal. 

There  is  reason  to  expect  that  the  emperor  of 
France  will  afford  all  the  facilities  in  his  power  to 
the  American  trade. 

Jedediah  K.  Smith  (rep.)  has  been  elected  a sena- 
tor in  congress,  by  the  legislature  of  N.  Hampshire. 

The  legislature  of  Georgia  have  authorised  the 
governor  of  that  state  to  direct  colonel  Hawkins  to 
demand  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Creek  nation  to 
deliver  up  all  of  their  warriors  who,  it  was  ascer- 
tained were  engaged  with  the  Seminoles  in  the  late 
battles  against  the  Americans  under  colonel  Newnan, 
in  order  that  retributive  justice  should  be  awarded 
them. 

They  have  also  strongly  recommended  to  their 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress  to  use  their 
best  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a law  inhi- 
biting the  exportation  of  provisions  and  grain  to 
Spain  and  Portugal. 

Letters  from  France  state  that  Mr.  Barlow,  our 
minister  at  Paris,  has  left  that  capital,  for  Wilna,  at 
the  request  of  Bonaparte,  to  enter  into  some  arrange- 
ments. 

London,  Oct.  27. — Yesterday  at  3 o’clock  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent  held  a privy  council  at 
Carlton-house. 

Four  proclamations  were  directed  to  be  issued — 
one  respecting  American  prizes  and  prize  money  ; 
another  declaring  English  sailors  traitors  who  are 
found  on  board  American,  vessels.  The  third,  re- 
specting the  distillation  from  grain  and  sugar  ; and 
the  fourth  prohibiting  the  making  starch  from  corn. 

Orders,  we  understand,  were  last  week  sent  to  the 
Tower,  to  prepare  80,000  stand  of  arms,  which  are 
to  be  shipped  with  the  utmost  expedition  for  the 
Baltic. 

In  the  house  of  Representatives,  on  Tuesdev,  the 
bill  from  the  senate  remitting  the  forfeitures  incur- 
red by  the  importation  of  goods,  bona  fide  American 
property,  shipped  prior  to  the  15th  of  September 
last  from  Great  Britain,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  and  has  probably  passed  into  a law  by  this 
time.  Goods  brought  from  Canada  and  the  other 
British  dependencies  will  be  forfeited. 

A letter  from  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  of  the  31st 
of  October,  mentions'  that  the  Mexican  republicans 
were  in  possession  of  Mexico.  The  volunteers  un- 
der colonel  M’Gec,  one  thousand  strong,  were  on 
their- way  to  St.  Antonio,  where  they  would  make 
only  a short  stay,  but  would  proceed  on  tlie  river 
Grand,  to  aid  the  Spanish  revolutionary  patriots. 
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Legislature  of  Maryland. 

The  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions , introduced 
into  the  house  of  delegates  by  JUr.  C.  Dorsey,  pass - 
ed  on  the  24r/i  of  December — 41  to  21. 

Whereas  the  permanence  and  security  of  our  re- 
publican institutions  depend  on  the  virtue  and  at- 
tachment of  the  people,  to  foster  the  one  and  to  con- 
firm the  other,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  those  to 
whom,  under  our  inestimable  constitution,  the  ad 
ministration  of  public  affairs  is  entrusted.  For  this 
purpose,  a pacific  policy  is  essential,  and  ought  ne 
ver  to  be  abandoned  ; except  in  cases  of  extreme 
emergency,  in  defence  of  national  independence,  and 
to  repel  the  hostile  invasion  of  territorial  rights.— 
War  is  the  heaviest  calamity  that  can  afflict  a na 
lion  : If  resorted  to  without  just  cause  it  must  in 
evitably  provoke  the  displeasure  of  the  Almighty 
arbiter  of  the  universe.  It  produces  a boundless 
waste  of  blood  and  treasure  ; it  demoralizes  the  ha- 
bits of  the  people  ; it  gives  birth  to  standing  ar 
•mies;  it  clothes  a dominant  faction  with  power,  in 
addition  to  the  inclination,  to  infringe  the  dearest 
privileges  of  freemen ; to  fetter  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  ; to  plunder  private  property  ; to 
suspend  the  habeas  covpus ; t6  violate  the  constitu- 
tion by  implication  and  by  new  definitions  and  con 
sructions  of  treason,  under  the  mask  of  law;  to 
subject  to  an  odious  and  unrelenting  persecution 
perhaps  to  condign  punishment,  citizens,  whose  only 
crime  is  an  opposition,  fairly,  honestly  and  constitu 
tionally  supported  to  the  system  of  the  national  admi 
lustration.  Offensive  war  is  at  all  times  repugnant  to 
the  genius  of  a republic ; but  if  waged  by  the  rulers  of 
a free  community,  the  people,  who  must  necessarily 
encounter  the  perils  and  support  the  cost  of  the  con- 


ficulties  of  the  crisis,  militia  and  Volunteers  are  sub- 
jected to  field  and  garrison  duty,  and  called  upon 
to  supply  the  deficiency  of  regulars — enormous  sum  3 
are  to  be  raied  by  loans  and  taxes,  and  a neighbor- 
ing colony  of  the  enemy  is  invaded  bv  detachments  of 
undisciplined  troops  imperfectly  supplied  with  neces- 
saries. Under  such  circumstances,  folly  only  can  ex- 
pect success  ; and  should  further  defeat,  "disgrace 
„and  dismay,  accompany  our  military  operations,  the 
gloomy  anticipation  of  an  unnatural  alliance  with 
the  conqueror  of  continental  Europe  will  naturally -be 
indulged.  Thus  embarked  in  a disastrous  contest, 
the  nation  harrassed  and  debilitated  by  its  continu- 
ance will  sigh  for  peace,  and  for  its  attainment  the 
immediate  and  important  object  contended  for  will 
be  abandoned. 

The  avowed  causes  of  the  War  were  the  orders  in 
council  and  the  impressment  of  American  seamen  ; 
the  first  of  these  causes  is  removed,  and  it  may  rea- 
sonably be  inferred,  from  the  communications  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  congress  re* 
specting  negotiations  with  the  British  government 
that  the  latter  might  be  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction 
of  both  nations.  Influenced  by  these  considerations, 
and  believing  it  to  be  an  imperious  duty  of  the  house 
of  delegates  of  Maryland  elected  with  a view  to  our 
present  foreign  relations,  to  express  the  opinion  of 
their  constituents  relative  to  the  present  state  of 
public  affairs — Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a defensive  war  ought  to  be  pro- 
secuted and  sustained  at  all  hazards  ; and  for  th  is 
purpose  we  are  at  all  times  prepared  to  undergo  any 
privations,  and  to  devote  our  lives  and  fortunes  to 
the  public  service. 

Resolved,  That  offensive  war  is  incompatible  with 
the  principles  of  republicanism,  subversive  of  the 


ved,  overbalancing  any  injuries  to  be  incurred,  the 
probable  achievement  of  the  grand  objects  contend- 
ed for  and  the  permanent  establishment  of  national 
rights,  will  be  made  manifest  to  them.  To  this  end 
adequate  preparation  i.s  necessary — genius  and  pa- 
triotism must  explore  and  call  into  exercise  all  the 
national  resources- — tlie  treasury  must  be  replenislied 
and  every  deficiency  provided  fbr-a  m ilitary  and  naval 
force  raised,  with  all  the  necessary  munitions  of  war 
competent  to  repel  any  hostile  invasion  and  commen- 
surate with  the  plans  and  schemes  of  conquest. 
Such  a state  of  preparation  would  banish  all  appre- 
hension of  entangling  alliances  with  that  ferocious 
despotism  which  has  blotted  from  the  map  of  Eu- 
rope every  republic  of  the  old  world.  In  the  appli- 
cation of  those  remarks  to  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  every  friend  to 
lius  country  will  at  once  discern,,  that,  it  is  calcula- 
ted to  excite  the  liveliest  anxiety  and  alarm.  Af- 
ter an  unprecedented  perseverance  in  a system  of 
commercial  restrictions  producing  individual  dis- 
tress and  national  impoverishment,  our  country  is 
committed  in  a war  with  a powerful  and  formidable 
foe,  without  adequate  preparation;  with  an  ineffici- 
ent military  force ; with  a reduced  navy,  and  with 
an  exhausted  treasury. 

To  obviate  the;  and,  oftpressiTe  riif- 

Vot.  Ilf. 


test,  have  a right  to  expect  that  at  least  a chance  of  ends  of  all  j ust  government,  and  repugnant  to  tile 
success,  a favorable  prospect  of  benefits  to  be  deri-  best  interests  of  the  United  States. 


Resolved,  That  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Great  Britain  by  a small  majority  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  was  unwise  and  impolitic,  anil, 
if  unsuccessful  the  grand  object  contended  for  must* 
be  abandoned. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  at  all  times  the  inalienable 
right  of  freemen  fully  and  openly  to  investigate  th© 
conduct  of  their  rulers,  and.  that  we  will  on  every 
occasion  vindicate  the  freedom  of  speech  alid  of  the. 
press,  and  that  the  definition  of  treason  given  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  only  one  sanc- 
tioned by  justice  and  rational  liberty. 

Resoh>cd,  That  tlie  conduct  of  the  governors  oY 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Rhode-lsland,  re* 
specting  the  quota  of  militia  demanded  from  them 
respectively,  by  the  secretary  of  war,  of  the  Unitea 
States,  was  constitutional,  and  merits  our  decided 
approbation. 

Resolved,  That  a navy  is  tlie  kind  of  national  de- 
fence least  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  most  compati- 
ble with  the  genius,  habits  and  interests  Of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  ; and  whilst  we  view  with, 
lelight,  admiration  and  enthusiasm  the  lieiolsm  of  a 
Hull,  a Decatur,  a Jones  and  their  gallant  associ- 
ates, we  are  furnished  with  additional  motives  fur 
approbation  of  the  policy  of  augment ing "tlie 
force  of  our  courArt*.- 
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Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Frankfort,  Dec.  8,  1812. 

Yesterday  his  excellency  governor  Shelby  commu- 
nicated to  both  houses  the  following'  message  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives, 

' Selected  by  tnv  fellow  citizens  to  fill  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  at  a late  period  of  my 
Rfe,  .and  called  from  a peaceful  abode,  to  un- 
der: .ke  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office  of  chief 


this  moment  from  the  din  of  war — yet  we  know  not 
how  soon  we  rnav  be  assailed  by  boih  foreign  and  in- 
ternal enemies.  Self  defence,  that  great  ruling  prin- 
ciple in  man,  ought  to  awaken  the  rulers  of  the  com- 
monwealth, to  guard  her  rights,  protect  her  interests 
and  l>e  ready  to  meet  any  casualty.  To  omit  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  till  danger  appears,  is 
impolitic,  and  often  attended  with  dangers  the  most 
fatal.  If,  upon  enquiry,  it 'shall' be- found  inconve- 
nient to  accomplish  the  object  at  once,  annual  ap- 
propriations, suitable  to  the  resources  of  the  go- 
vernment, mav  be  directed  until  the  object  be  corn- 


magi crate,  at  a crisis  in  which  the  American  nation  jpletcd.  This  measure  if  adopted,  will  ensure  respect 
is  engaged  in  a.  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  na-  ’ ..  . 

tions  in  the  world  ; I feel  a diffidence  in  thus  ventur- 
ing to  execute  the  high  trust  which  devolves  upon 
me,  believing  that  I do  not  possess  that  extent  of 
knowledge  relative  to  our  political  relations,  nor  the 
experience  necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
attendant  on  that  important  station.  No  circum- 
stance could  have  brought  me  from  my  retirement, 
at  this  stage  of  life,  except  in  compliance  with  the 
voice  of  my  fcliow-citizens,  which  has  ever  been  re- 
spected by  me  with  .the -highest  veneration.  If  a 
gracious  Providence  shall  be  pleased  to  indulge  me 
with  days. to  'serve  my  country  during  the  constitu- 
tional period  for  which  I have  been  elected,  it  will  be 
a source  ol  great  gratification  in  my  retirement, 
should  my  endeavors  lo  promote  the  interest  of  our 
common  country,  meet  the  reasonable  expectations 
ol  my  fellow-citizens.  Integrity  and  a due  attention 
to  the  duties  of  the  office,  are  ail  I can,  on  my  part, 
promise. 

The  constitution  requires  the  governor  From  time 
to  time,  to  give  to  the  general  assembly  information 


abroad,  preserve  tranquility  at  home,  and  upon  an 
emergency,  enable  the  militia  of  the  state  to  march 
with  promptness,  to  any  point  they  may  be  ordered. 

The  existing  militia  law  requires  every  commis- 
sioned officer,  to  take  certain  oaths  before  a ma- 
gistrate, or  some  county  court,  previous  to  his 
entering  on  the  duties  of  his  office.  This  regulation 
is  discovered  to  be  inconvenient  when  the  militia  are 
in  actual  service.  - Vacancies  will  often  occur  by  re- 
signations and  from  other  causes,  which  , of  necessity 
must  be  filled,  and  this  at  a time  when  it  would  be 
improper  for  the- newly  appointed  officer  to  be  absent 
from  duty.  A power  vested  in  the  commandant  of 
a regiment  or  corps,  to  administer  the  necessary 
oaths,  when  the  militia  are  in  actual  service,  will 
remedy  the  inconvenience.  • 

Previous  to  mv  coming-  into  office,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  declared  war  against 
that  of  Great  Britain,  and. a large  detachment  of  the 
militia  of  this' state  were  marching  to  oppose  our 
common  enemy,  and  another  was  preparing  to  march. 
It  was  evident  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  the  pr< 


of  the  state  of  the  commonwealth  ; and  to  'recom- ! partitions  to  supply  the  immense  force  called  forth, 
mend  to  their  consideration,  such  measures  as  he  j were  very  inadequate,  and  that  these  deficiencies 
shall  deem  expedient.-  In  performing  this  part  of  arose  frouf  causes  which  could  not 
my  duty,  it.  is  with  pleasure  I inform  you  that  no 
unusual  disaster  has  fallen  to  bur  lot:* but  permit 
roe  to  congratulate  you  on  the  benefits  which  a DL 


e con  t role  d by 
the  executive  of  ■the  United  States,  in  time  to  afford 
relief — the  scene  of  action  being  too  remote  from  the 
seat  of  the  general  government.. , To  remedy  the  evil 


> me  1.  royidence  has  conferred  upon  our  country,  by ! in  future,  I addressed  a letter  to  the  secretary  for 
the  ) teasing  of  health  dispensed  among  Our  fellow- the  war  department  on-  the  subject;  and  at  the  same 
citizens,  and  the  abundant  harvest  which  the  earth ! time  suggested  measures  which  I believed  to  be  most 
gelded  to  the  husbandman;  . -'effectual  to  annoy  and  .distress  our  savage  enemy  : — 

!le  interior  situation  of  the  state,  relieves  us  from j Copies  of  mv  letter  and  the  secretary’s  answer,  are 
toe  immediate  horrors  and  devastation  incident  to  herewith  <mhndtmrU 
a state  of  war.  Yet  although  we  are  thus  happily 
situated,  it- becomes  us,  as  a component  part  of  the 
American,  confederacy,  to  be  prepared  for  any.  and 


•eyegy  event — not  only  as  it  may  relate  to  the  im- 
mediate defence  and  protection  of  the  states  but 
lhat  we  may  be  the  better  able  to  contribute  our 
proportion  of  aid  agreeably  to  the  requisitions  of 
t)i£  general  government 

The  American  government,  in  cases  of  invasion 
and  insurrection,  has  reposed  its  confidence  in  the 
militia:  a revision  of  the  militia  law  at  this  inte- 

resting juncture,  is  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
late  l-equ.sition  of  trie  general  govern rhent  on  the 
militia  of  the  state,  has  probably  discovered  to  some 
-of  you,  gentlemen,  defects  in  the  law,  and  dictated 
the  provisions  necessary  to  remedy  such  defects.— 
The  law  ought  to  compel  hoyhoffugrs  and  soldiers 
promptly  to  perform  their  duty— yet  not  to  he  op- 
pres five.  A well. regulated  militia  will  avail  little, 
unless  certain  means  be  adopted  for  the  procure- 
ment of  an  adequate  supply  of  arras  and  ammun'n 
lion  ; and  the  erection,  of  magazines  in  convenient 
situations,  for  the  safe-keeping  and  preserving  the 
nj^uh* ey  vStovoci,  when  procured • 

Impressed  with  a belief  that  the  resources  of  the 
►gP-verriniejit  .are  adequate  to  all  its  wants,  I am  in- 
duced to  press  this  subject  for  your  most  serious 
^listd.eratmn.  Xmvbt  is s wfc  arc  far  wangled,  at 


herewith  submitted. 

Early  in  the  month  of  September  last,  gov.  Har- 
rison made  a requisition  of  mounted  volunteers  from 
this  state,  in  aid  of  the  infantry  ordered  by  him  for 
the  protection  of  the  two  territories  bordering  on  the 
X.  W.  of  the  Ohio.  Upon  notice  being  published  of 
gov.  Harrison’s  requisition,  the  volunteers  turned- 
out  beyond  all  calculation.  The  command  of  these 
troops,  with  three  regiments -of-  this  state’s  quota  of 
the  detached  militia,  and  the  United  States’  trodps, 
already  in  that  quarter,  under  col.  Bussell,  were  con- 
fided to  major-general  Hopkins,  with  power  to  car- 
ry the  views  of  the  general  government  into  effect, 
in  .the  manner  that  the  situation  of  the  frontiers,  and 
the  movements  of  the  Indians,  should  appear  to  him 
necessary, 

The  general,  on  his  arrival  at  Vincennes,  deemed 
it  proper  to  carry  an  expedition  against  the  Indian 
villages  on  the  Illinois  river.  He  marched  with  the 
mounted  volunteers.  Great  expectations  were  en- 
tertained of  the  good  effects  that  would  result  from 
the  measure-;.'  but  from  some  untoward  cause  the  ex- 
pedition failed.  That  the  legislature  may  have  a cor- 
rect view- of  the  objects  of  the  commanding  officer, 
and  the  reasons:  assigned  for  the  failure  of  the  enter- 
prize,  I lay  before  you  a copy  of  bis  official  commu- 
nication to  me  on  thatsubject.  Although  the  mailt 
object  of  the  expedition  proved  abortive,  an  even 
of  great  importance. resulted  from  it,  by  the  braver 
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a detachment  under  the  command  of  gov.  Ed- 
wards, ordered  from  the  Illinois  territory  to  Co-ope- 
rate with  the  main  army.  I lay  Ixefore  the  legisla- 
ture the  copy  of  a letter  from  col.  Russell  to  the  act- 
ing  governor  at  Vincennes,  and  transmitted  to  me, 
which  details  the  particulars  of  that  gallant  exploit. 
It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  main  enterprize,  so  well 
planned,  terminated  so  Unfortunately  : had  it  been 
otherwise,  its  importance  would  have  been  great  to 
the  nation*  and  particularly  so,  to  the  adjacent  ter- 
ritories—not  only  by  punishing  those  savages,  who, 
for  many  years,  have  infested  the  frontiers  with  im- 
punity, relying  on  the  remoteness  of  their  situation 
for  security  ; but  it  might  have  detached  other 
neighboringhordes  from  British  influence  during  the 
war.  This  influence  is  greater  than  has  been  appre- 
hended; The  confidential  communications  obtained 
by  gov.  Edwards  (copies  of  which  he  has  transmit- 
ted to  the  executive  of  this  state)  contain  full  and 
unequivocal  testimony  of  the  extent  of  the  combina- 
tion formed  by  the  British  and  savages,  against  the 
United  States. 

The  citizens  of  Kentucky,  whose  forefathers  suf- 
fered so  much  by  savage  ferocity,  have  manifested 
their  abhorrence  of  the  conduct  of  the  allies  of  the 
British  tyrant,  by  their  alacrity  in  marching  forth  to 
check  and  scourge  those  barbarians  for  the  ruthless 
warfare  practised  by  them  indiscriminately,  without 
regarding  age  or  sex.  If  we  are  incensed  against 
the  allies  of  the  British,  much  greater  ought  our 
displeasure  to  be  against  that  nation,  the  principal 
in  the  war — a nation,  of  all  others  in  the  world,  the 
least  entitled  to  respect  from  the  American  people. 
There  is  no  machination  which  the  human  mind  is  ca- 
pable of  devising,  to  injure  or  oppress,  which  she 
has  not  tried.  Not  contented  with  violating  the 
rights  of  nations,  relating  to  commerce,  the  rights 
of  persons,  by  murdering  and  impressing  our  sea- 
men, by  attempts,  the  most  inSiduous,  to  subvert 
our  g'overnment,  by  sending  amongst  us  her  secret 
emissaries,  raising  discord  and  disaffection  among* 
the  American  citizens  towards  their  own  government 
r-and  last  of  all,  secretly  to  excite  the  Indian  to- 
mahawk and  scalping  knife  to  he  raised  against  the 
unoffending  and  defenceless  frontiers  before  the  de- 
claration of  war.  No  man,  who  styles  himself  an 
American,  after  reflecting  on  these  things  can  say 
that  the  present  war  is  unjust,  unprovoked  and  un- 
necessary. 

Believing  that  I am  addressing  fellow-citizens, 
breathing  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  holding  simi- 
lar sentiments  with  my  own  on  the  subject  of  the 
present  war,  no  doubt  exists  but  that  the  general  as- 
sembly will  willingly  adopt  every  possible  measure 
to  support  and  aid  the  national  government  in  aveng- 
ing the  injuries  committed  on  our  rights  as  a nation, 
until  complete  justice  be  done.  The  cup  of  recon- 
ciliation has  been  exhausted,  by  fruitless  attempts  to 
convince  the  British  government  of  her  error — in- 
stead of  redressing  injuries,  her  pride  and  arrogance 
induced  her  to  accumulate  them  ; even  after  the  de- 
claration of  war,  we  are  informed  by  the  address  of 
the  President  of  the  United  S tates  to  congress,  that 
an  overture  was  made,  stipulating  the  terms  on 
which  the  prog'ress  of  the  war  might  be  arrested, 
without  waiting  a formal  and  final  peace.  Reason- 
able  as  the  propositions  made,  appear  to  have  been, 
still  they  are  declined  from  an  avowed  repugnance  to 
treat  us  as  an  independent  nation. 

No  alternative  now  remains,  but  by  an  unanimous 
exertion  to  avenge  oiu*  wrongs — the  means  to  do 
this,  we  are  assured  we  fully  possess,  provided  vve 
act  m concert.  United,  we  need  not  fear  any  ene- 
my  ; divide  us,  miseries  incalculable  await  our  dowii- 

'■  T^Te  fPlUal  to  arms  is  anion  prevail 


in  our  councils  ; let  the  fnhasures  directed  by  our  ru- 
lers,.be  promptly  executed,  and  we  may  safely  rest 
the  justice  of  uur  cause  With  that  all  powerful  Being 
who  rules  the  universe  ; for  we  may  justly  say  with 
the  president,  “The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is 
a war  neither  of  ambition  nor  vain  glory — that  it  is 
waged  ndt  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  others,  but 
in  the  maintenance  of  o'Ur  own*  that  it  was  preceded 
by  a patience  without  example,  under  wrongs  accu- 
mulating without  end  ; and  that  it  was  finally  not 
declared,  until  every  Hope  of  averting  it  was  extin- 
guished.” 

[Two  local  paragraphs  omitted.] 

The  revenue  for  the  last  year  is  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  expenditures  of  the  government.  After 
meeting  all  the  current  cxpences,  there  remained  in 
the  treasury  on  the  10th  of  November  last,  the  sum 
of  $36,334  70,  independent  of  the  sum  of  $63,12$ 
85,  the  balances  yet  due  from  former  add  present 
collectors,  as  appears  by  a statement  from  the  offi- 
cers under  whose  care  the  revenue  is  managed,  who 
will  make  the  necessary  reports  for  the  information 
of  the  legislature. 

Unanimity  and  harmony  in  the  legislative  council, 
are  objects  truly  desirable,  and  cannot  fail  of  pro- 
ducing the  happiest  effects.  The  utility  of  such  a 
line  of  conduct  cannnot  be  too  forcibly  impressed 
upon  your  minds.  In  all  things  in  which  a concur- 
rence is ’necessary  between  the  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive branches,  for  promoting  the  public  good,  you 
may  rest  assured,  so  far  as  depends  upon  me,  of  my 
hearty  co-Operation  in  all  your  measures  which  may 
have  a tendency  to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperi- 
ty of  our  common  country. 

In  closing  this  address,  I feel  it  a duty  to  do  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  patriotic  fair  of  Kentucky,  by 
informing  you  of  the  success  which  attended  an  ap- 
peal to  them  to  furnish  a supply  of  clothing  for  out 
fellow-citizens  in  actual  service.  Although  no  regu- 
lar report  has  been  made  of  the  ktod  and  quantity  fur- 
nished, by  the  information  I have  received  from  the 
various  quarters  of  the  state,  it  has  been  very  great, 
and  perhaps  adequate  to  the  demand.  Too  great 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  them  for  the  boun- 
tiful contribution,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  the 
clothing  was  prepared  and  delivered;  it  is  an  act  of 
patriotism  and’ benevolence  which  deserves  the  gra- 
titude of  all  America — May  their  laudable  example 
stimulate  us  to  prosecute  the  war  until  peace  be 
given  us  from  the  hand  of  justice. 

ISAAC  SHELBY. 


Governor  Middleton’s  Message 

To  the  member's  of  the  senate  civil  of  the  hoiise  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  state  of  Son th- Carolina. 

Fkllow-citxzkxs— -The  mild  and  favorable  sea- 
sons providentially  dispensed  to  .\11  parts  of  our  state* 
enabling  the  husbandr  ><  n to  reap  the  full  reward  of 
his  toils  in  the  most  abundant  harvests  ; and  the  con- 
tinued preservation  of  the  numberless  social  and  re- 
ligious blessings  with  which  we  have  been  favomj, 
through  the  course  of  the  year  at  the  close  of  which 
we  now  assemble  ; must  necessarily  impress  feelings 
of  the  most  heart-felt'  gratitude  to  the  great  author 
of  all  good,  and  of  the  humblest  confidence  in  his 
protecting  care. 

To  enable  us  to  derive  the  full  measure  of  advan- 
tage from  the  bounties  of  Providence,  a free  com- 
merce, facilitating  tin  exchange  of  the  superabun- 
dant productions  of  our  soil  for  those  of  the  indus- 
try of  other  nations,  alone  is  wanting.  Of  this  bene- 
fit we  have  long  been  deprived  by  the  effects  of  the 
injustice  and  rapacity  of  foreign  governments.  An 
opinion  that  we  were  etesff KUte  either  of  the  poWey 


2'fS  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER PRIVATEERS* 


or  of  the  will  to  maintain  our  rights,  appears  in  no 
small  degree  to  have  influenced  them  in  their  con- 
duct towards  us..  Without  examining*  the  justness 
of  this  impression,  we  may  conclude  that  unless  it 
be  shewn  to  be  an  unfounded  opinion,  we  must  con- 
tinue, when  peace  shall  be  restored,  to  hold  our  neu- 
tral rights  by  a most  precarious  tenure.  The  decla- 
ration of  war  against  Great  Britain,  as  prime  ag- 
gressor on  our  commercial  and  maritime  rights,  was 
amply  justified  by  the  hostilities  so  long  exercised 
against  our  lawful  commerce  and  defenceless  sea- 
men : but  to  avail  us  ought,  it  must  be  persevered 
in  until  all  its  causes  be  removed,  and  all  its  objects 
attained. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  immediately  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  the  terms  on  which  its  pro- 
gress might  be  arrested,  were  communicated  to  the 
'British  government.  The  views  and  wishes  of  our 
administration  are  doubtless  seriously  and  ardently 
.directed  to  the  accomplishment  m a pacification  on 
honorable  and  advantageous  grounds  ; in  the  empha- 
tic language  of  the  president,  they  are  “ever  ready 
to  accept  peace  from  the  hand  of  j ustice  but  that 
greatly  desirable  event,  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  believe,  can  only  be  brought  about  by  a vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war.  As  long  as  a hope  shall  re- 
main to  our  enemy,  that  division  in  our  councils  may 
paralise  our  efforts,  and  drive  our  government  “base- 
ly to  yield  upon  compromise,  that  which  our  ances- 
tors acideyed  with  blows,”  so  long  must  we  despair 
of  an  honorable  peace.  Gnr  government,  faithful  to 
its  trust,  has  adopted  the  alternative  of  war,  m p re- 
ference to  the  sur  render  of  essential  rights  ; it  only 
remains  that  the  people,  .faithful  to  themselves  and 
tindeceivedfby  the  false  glosses  of  those  who  would 
sow  division ‘among  them,  render  their  united  sup- 
port to  the  government  of  their  choice  in  a necessa- 
ry though  arduous  struggle,  tho  success  or  failure 
of  which  must  determine  their  future  rank  among 
nations,  and  stamp  with  glory  or  with  disgrace  the 
fame  and  fortune  of  their  country. 

Nor  need,  we  despond  because  the  first  events  of 
the  war  have  been  in  some  instances  attended  by  dis- 
aster. Difficulty  will  but  awaken  energy — the  oppo- 
sition we  may  encounter,  will  but  incite  to  a corres- 
pondent effort.  It  is  the  imperious  duty  of  congress 
to  call  forth  the  resources  of  the*  nation,  and  to  ar- 
ray its  forces  both  by  land  and  by  sea ; while  a faith- 
ful co-operation  in  the  common  cause  is  that  of  the 
state  governments  and  of  every  individual  member 
of  the  great  American  family. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  made  in  the  Presi- 
dent’s late  communication  to  congress,  of  receipts 
into  our  national  exchequer,  that  it  is  able  to  defray 
the  current  expences  of  the  year  therefrom.  This 
revenue,  arising  altogether  from  foreign  importa- 
tion, might  have  been  expected  to  have  failed  in  a 
greater 'degree. — With  a view  to  the  possibility  of 
such  an  occurrence,  it  is  < .« isolatorv  to  know  that 
the  great  fund  which  might  be  raised  from  a light 
impost  on  articles  of  internal  consumption  and  on 
Capital,  remains  untouched  ; and  to  believe  that  the 
patriotism  of  the  nation  would  gladly  afford  any 
portion  out' which  might  be  requisite  towards  the 
p p:> Lie  exigency. 

The  report  of  the  comptroller-general  of  this  state, 
herewith  transmitted,  presents  a satisfactory  view 
of  the  increasing  wealth  and  prosperity  of  this  sec-' 
tion  of  the.  union, 'and  of  the  adequacy  of  the  state 
funds  to -every  existing  demand  on  the  treasury  ; 
leaving  at  all  times  -,  a balance  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  t.ionsnnd  dollars,  which  is  amply  sufficient 
to  meet  every  probable' 'exigency'  without  the  neces- 
sity of  impoi.ngany  additional  burdens  on  thepubhe. 
The  order  ami  arrangements  e^bifs'iied  flmoughout 


the  financial  department  of  the  state,  illustrate  at 
once  the  excellence  of  the  system  of  administr  tion 
adopted,  and  the  ability  of  the  officers  employed  in 
the  superintendance  thereof. 

In  contemplating*  the  situation  of  our  country,  it 
is  a pleasing  consideration  that  if  the  means  within 
our  power  should  fail  speedily  to  restore  to  us  our 
accustomed  trade,  and  circumstances  beyond  hu- 
man control  should  continue  to  deprive  us  during 
any  length  of  time,  of  a resort  to  our  usual  markets 
and  work -shops,  some  permanent  advantages  will  be 
obtained  in  compensation  for  the  temporary  inconve- 
niences which  must  be  experienced.  Industry  will 
be  led  to  seek  out  new  channels  of  operation  ; inter- 
nal improvement  will  make  progress ; the  increase 
of  domestic  manufactures  will  diminish  the  foreign 
wants  of  our  population  : and  whenever  a division  of 
labor  shall  _be  found  profitable,  the  manufacturer 
will  establish  himself  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
farmer,  and  an  interchange  of  commodities  mutually 
and  permanently  beneficial,  will  be  induced.  Every 
advance  towards  such  a state  of  things  lessens  cur 
dependence  on  foreign  countries,  and  while  the  in- 
terruption of  our  trade  continues,  such  advances  will 
be  rapidly  made. 

It  may  be  a subject  worthy  the  consideration  of 
the  legislature  at  the  present  time,  whether  our 
state  does  not  offer  facilities  and  materials  for  seve- 
ral species  of  cultivation,  and  for  several  descrip- 
tions of  manufacture  hitherto  unattempted  ; and  how 
far  it  may  be  her  policy  to  encourage,  by  bounty  or 
otherwise,  the  cultivation  of  such  articles,  and  the 
manufacture  of  such  wares  as  have  hitherto  been 
objects  of  foreign  importation. 

[The  governor  proceeds  to  some  interesting  hints 
regarding  internal  navigation,  on  the  creation  of  free 
schools , and  for  the  better  organization  of  the  mili- 
tia, with  some  matters  of  a local  nature — omitted  for 
want  of  room— and  concludes  thus  : 

Some  further  communications  will  be  necessary 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  my  term  of  office.  I 
shall  conclude  the  present,  with  a tender  of  my  most 
fervent  wishes  that  your  deliberations  may  be  so  di- 
rected as  to  advance  the  welfare  of  our  beloved 
country.  HENRY  MIDDLETON. 

Columbia , Nov.  24, 1812. 


Privateers. 

Documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  on  the  petition  of  the  owners  of  cer- 
tain privateers,  praying  a reduction  of  duties  or,  prize 
goods.  Washington,  Nov.  23,  1812. 

Sir — We  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you,  for 
the  inspection  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
sundry  papers  connected  with  the  application  by  the 
owners  of  privateers  in  New-Yorlc,  for  a reduction  of 
duties  on  prize  goods.  They  are  as  follow : 

No.  1,  exhibits  the  proceeds  of  the  schooner  Ve- 
nus and  cargo,  captured  by  the  privateer  Teazel*. 

No.  2,  is  a statement  of  the  cost  of  the  privateers 
General  Armstrong  and  Governor  Tompkins. 

No.  3,  contains  extract's  of  letters  from  several 
privateer  agents. 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means  arc  (including 
the  accompanying  document)  in  possession  of  three; 
statements  of  prize  sales,  where  the  property  was, 
in  each  case,  of  a different  character  from  the  others. 
The  cargo  of  the  New-Uverpool  consisted  (contra- 
ry to  our  impressions  v.rhen  before  the  committee)  al- 
together of  wine*  amounting  to  27,959  galls,  where- 
on the  duty  was  46  cents  per  gallon,,  which  consum- 
ed more  than  one  half-of  the  proceeds  of  vessel  and 
q&rgo,  and,  connected  with  the  other  charges,  left  the 
owners  of  the  privateer  about  one-sixth  of  the-  cap* 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER 1PRTVATEERS, 


277 


ftired  property.  The  Industry  was  laden  with  152  j Indeed  it  is  evident  that  a reduction  of  duties  will 
barrels  of  s ilmon  ; and  the  benevolent  intentions  of  . be  of  no  use  to  the  privateers,  unless  the  merchun- 
thc  privateersmen  to  restore  to  an  indigent  owner  theldize  continues  to  be  sold  at  the  same  price  as  if  the 
amount  of  her  loss,  terminated,  in  consequence  of!  duties  had  riot,  been  reduced. . In  order  to  render  the 
the  high  duties  and  charges,  in  an  inability  to  present  ] induction  beneficial  to  the  captors  of  prize  goodS, 
her  with  more  than  a paltry  sum,  scarcely  worth  her  tbe  consumers  must  still  pay  die  same  price  as  hcre- 
acceptancc.  The  Venus  had  a cargo  of  rum,  sugar, ! Wore  ; the  only  difference  being,  that  the  duly  thus 
fruit  and  preserves,  which  produced  <£17,637  68,  and  I levied  upon  them  would  be  paid  to  the  captors,  in- 
Was  charged  with  duties  amounting  to  '38,287  63. — stead  of  being  paid  into  tlie  treasury. 


The  vessel  being  well  calculated  for  a privateer  was 
ho  tight  in  by  tlie  captors  for  that  business.  But  ex 
periencc  teaching  them  tliat  tlie  profits  of  private  na- 
val warfare  are  by  no  means  equivalent  to  the  haz 
ard,  they  have  abandoned  that  intention,  and  are  now 
offering  the  Venus  for  sale  in  the  public  newspapers, 
but  cannot  meet  a purchaser. 

We  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  committee 
4?f  ways  and  means,  that  great  anxiety  exists  in  Nevv- 
York  that  congress  may  give  the  question  of  a re 
duction  of  prize  duties  a speedy  decision  : which,  if 
favorable,  will  revive  the  spirit  and  zeal,  now  ex- 
piring, with  which  privateering  was  undertaken  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war ; and,  if  unfavorable, 
will  jirevent  those  who  have  purchased  vessels  for 
warlike  enterprizes,  in  which  they  cannot  now  dis- 
pose of  any  interest,  from  incurring  losses  accumu- 
lated under  fruitless  expectation. 

We  iiere  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  the  com- 
mittee that  no  naval  force  of  any  efficiency  can  be 
supported  by  the  governmnet  but  at  an  expence  far 
greater  than  the  amount  of  the  duties  of  which  we 
pray  the  remission  ; and  that  there  is  probably  no 
other  species  of  naval  armament  half  so  destructive 
as  privateers  to  tlie  commerce  of  an  enemy. 

The  employment  of  a great  number  of  experienc- 
ed masters  of  vessels,  and  seamen  necessarily  en- 
gaged in  them,  whose  services  could  not  probably 
be  obtained  in  any  other  way,  and  whose  ski  11  and  in- 
trepidity produce  so  much  honor  to  the  country, 
.forms  another  important  consideration. 

To  these  may  he  added,  that  in  no  other  way  can 
the  mercant  ile  interest  be  so  effectually  united  in  the 
support  and  prosecution  of  the  war,  as  by  offering 
inducements  to  the  investments  of  its  otherwise  un- 
employed capital  in  such  enterprizes. 

W e-are,  sir,  with  great  respec  y.  our  obedient  ser- 
vants, JOHN  FERGUSON, 

JOHN  L.  LAWRENCE. 
Hon.  Langdon  Cheves , chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means , House  of  Representatives. 

Treasury  Department , December  8,  1812. 

Sin — The  documents  in  the  treasury  do  not  vet  af- 
ford any  satisfactory  information  respecting  the  va- 
lue of  tlie  prizes  made  by  private  armed  vessels,  or 
the  amount  of  duties  derived  from  that  source.  In 
answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  committee  respecting 
the  propriety  of  diminishing  the  duties  on  prize 
goods,  I can  only  take  an  abstract  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

No  part  of  the  duties  on  prize  goods  ultimately 
falls  on  the  captors.  The  duties  >n  importations  are 


The  question  therefore  is  simpl} , whether  it.  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  pay  from  the  treasury  to  the 
privateers  a bounty  equal  to  tlie  amount  of  tlie  re- 
duction of  duties  on  prize  goads,  asked  for  by  the 
petitioners 

The  argument  probably  urged  in  favor  of  that 
measure  is,  that  the  bounty  would,  by  increasing  the 
number  of  privateers,  have  a tendency  to  increase 
the  amount  of  captures.  Thus,  supposing  that  a 
reduction  of  duties  to  one  half  of  their  present  rate 
should  produce  a double  number  of  captures,  tlie 
enemy  would  be  annoted  to  a double  extent,  without 
any  loss  to  the  treasury.  But  it  is  not  believed  that 
the  intended  effect  will  be  produced,  at  least  to  a 
degree  sufficient  to  compensate  for  the  loss  on  the 
revenue,  or  to  outweigh  another  forcible  objection 
to  this  measure. 

In  order  to  justify  the  payment  cf  a bounty  it  must 
be  assumed,  either  that  tlie  price  at  which  some  cap- 
tured articles  can  be  sold  is  so  low  as  not  to  render 
It  worth  tlie  risk  to  send  into  port  vessels  laden  with 
such  articles  ; or  that  the  bounty  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  tire  fitting  Out  of  a num- 
ber of  armed  vessels  sufficient  to  capture  ail  the 
enemy’s  vessels  which  can  he  taken  by  privateers. 

The  first  position  is  not  believed  to  be  correct.1-*- 
There  are  not  any  articles  constituting  tlie  mass  of 
enemies’ cargoes,  and  liable  to  pay  duty,  which  are 
not  sufficiently  valuable  to  make  it  an  object  to  cap- 
ture the  vessei  and  send  her  into  port.  Coffee,  the 
article  which  pays  the  highest  proportionate  duty, 
and  the  value  of  which  is  most  reduced,  is  worth 
six  cents  a pound,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars per  ton.  But  if  tlie  fact  was  true,  the  true  re- 
medy would  lie  to  diminish  the  duty  generally,  and 
not  to  give  an  exclusive  bounty  to  the  owners  and 
crews  of  privateers.  For  if  the  article  be  not  worth 
sending  in  after  capture,  it  must  be  altogether  im- 
possible for  the  importing  merchant  to  pay  its  prime 
cost,  freight  and  insurance,  and,  with  those  charges, 
to  import  such  an  article  without  considerable  loss. 
As  the  last  position  rests  on  conjecture,  it  is  less 
susceptible  of  being  conclusively  refilled.  It  ap- 
pears however  highly  probable,  that  a greater  mint* 
ber  of  privateers  has  been  and  will,  without  any 
bounty,  continue  to  be  employed  than  is  necessary 
for  the  greatest  possible  annoyance  of  the  enemy’s 
trade. 

All  common  regular  occupations  will  generally 
find  their  own  level ; and  if  left  to  themselves,  the 
capital  and  labor  employed  on  each  will  regulate 
themselves  so  as  to  leave  a moderate  but  adequate 
profit  to  the  persons  respectively  engaged  in  each 


paid  by  the  consumers,  whether  the  merchandise  be  j branch.  Some  occupations,  important  to  the  com 


captured  by  privateers,  or  regularly  imported  by 
merchants.  There  may  be  accidental  exceptions 
arising  from  such  a superabundance  of  a particular 
article  as  will  sink  its  price  below  the  prime  cost  and 
Charges.  It  is  not  believed  that  this  is  now  the  case, 
and  it  is  very  improbable  that  during  the  war  this 
fchould  be  the  case,  with  respect  to  any  species  of  fo- 
reign merchandise  whatever.  Coffee,  which  is  the 
most  abundant  article,  pays  a duty  of  10  cts.  a pound.  g> 
•The  price  for  exportation,  in  which  case  no  duty  js!ri 


inunity  at  large,  may  be  so  unprofitable  as  not  to  be 
pursued  to  the  extent  required  by  the  public  interest, 
These  form  an  exception,  and  may  require  an  extra- 
ordinary encouragement  from  government.  Hut  ex- 
perience shews,  that  the  occupations  where  profit 
depends  wholly  or  in  a great  degree  on  hazard,  are 
generally  overstocked  and  attract,  a considerable. ca- 
pital, although  there  be  a certain  loss  in  the  aggre- 
gate. This  is  dailv  exemplified  in  the  case  of  lotte- 
v 6es,  which  are  filled  although  there  is  a cert aiir  and 
is  about  six  cents;  and  the  price  for  home  [acknowledged,  loss  oT  fifteen  percent,  on  the  whole 
Consumption  is  at  least  sixteen  cents.  ' amount  of  capital  thus  laid  out  by  die  adventurers. 
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The  hope  of  a prize,  the  uncertain  and  improbable  arms  have  l>een  sold  to  the  states  of  Georgia,  Maiy- 
chauce  of  an  easy,  prompt  and  great  profit,  arc  suffi-j  land  and  Delaware. 

pient  inducements  to  produce  thateffect.  Thcoccu-  Statement  (Jl.)  exhibits  the  number  of  arms  and 
pation  of  privateers  is  precisely  of  the  same  species  j equipments  which  have  issiied  under  the  act  of  April 
with  respect  to  hazard  and  to  tlie  chance  of  rich  1 23,  1808,  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia 
prizes,  and  is,  at  this  moment,  still  more  encou-  of  the  United  States.  These  issues  have  been  made 
paged  by  the  want  of  employment,  for  tlie  capital  and  within  the  last  year,  and  to  those  states,  and  territo- 
, seamen,  heretofore  engaged  in  ordinary  commercial  ries,  whose  exposed  situation  appeared  to  require 

immediate  supplies 


pursuits. 

If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  it  necessa- 
rily follows,  that  a hounty  may  indeed  still  more  in 
crease  the  number  of  privateers,  but  without  increas- 
ing in  any  proportionate  degree  the  number  of  cap 
Cures  ; that  of  existing  privateers  being  already 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  quantity  of  food  afforded 
bv  the  enemy’s  trade.  The  only  probable  effect  will 
therefore  be  a diminution  of  revenue,  which  must 
be  supplied  by  another  tax,  and  an  unprofitable  ap- 
plication of  the  national  capital  and  labor,  without 
inflicting  any  additional  sensible  injury  on  the  enemy. 

. Should  however  the  opinion  thus  formed  be  consi- 
dered as  erroneous,  there  is  another  forcible  objec- 
tion to  the  mode  now  proposed  of  giving  an  encou- 
ragement or  bounty.  I allude  to  the  temptation  and 
faedity,  which  the  vicinity  of  tlie  British  colonies 
affords,  of  making  collusive  or  pretended  captures 
of  British  prohibited  merchandize.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested from  a source  in  which  confidence  may  be 
placed,  that  arrangements  were  already  made,  or  at 
least  contemplated  for  that  object.  A reduction  of 
duties  by  increasing  the  profit  would  operate  as  an 
insurance  on  the  risk,  and  assist  in  defraying  the  ex- 
penses attending*  the  transaction.  It  seems,  that 
even  supposing  some  additional  encouragement  to  be 
necessary,  it  would  be  preferable  to  give  it* in  some 
other  shape,  which  should  not  be  calculated  to  pro- 
mote those  fraudulent  operations. 

It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  state,  that  it  i§  doubt- 
ful whether  by  the  existing  laws,  private  armed  ves~ 
sols  and  their  prizes  are  liable  to  the  payment  of  ton- 
nage duty,  and  that  tlie  seamen  thus  employed  are 
certainly  exempt  from  tlie  payment  of  hospital 
money. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Honorable  Langdon  Cheves,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 


Issued  conformably  to  la' 

v of  23il 

Apr 

0,  1808. 

STATES. 

| Stands  of 
[ Arms. 

Z- 

r»~~  1 

■f  » 

32 

It.  3 
T S 

New-IIampshire 

1,000 

Vermont 

2,500 

Rhode-Island 

1,000 

New-Jersey  . 

l,0Qu 

Delaware 

500 

.500 

North-Carolina  . , 

2,130 

South-Carolina  , 

2,000 

2,000 

Georgia  ... 

1,G0U 

Ohio  . ... 

1,500 

Kentucky  ... 

1,500 

Tennessee  . 

1,500 

Illinois  territory  . 

216 

45 

216 

Indiana  territory 

41 

120 

120 

Louisiana  territory 

250 

75 

150 

Total 

16,096 

41 

240 

270 

2,716 

1-.TU 

Distribution  of  Arms. 

War  Department , Dec.  18,  3812. 

Sr  a- -In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  honorable 
the  house  of  representatives  ot  the  7th  Inst.  I have 
die  honor  to  state  that  the  annual  appropriation  o 
$2003)00  for.  arming  .the  whole,  body  of  tlie  militia 
of  the  United  States,  conformably  to.  the  apt  of 
April  23,  1808— $483,0.00  have  been  drawn  from  the 
treasury  on  that  account.  The  enclosed  statement 
from  the  -commissary-general  marked  (A.)  exhibits 
the  contracts  which  have  been  made  by  tlip  late 
purveyor  of  public  supplies  with  sundry  manufac- 
turers, for  85,000  stands  of  arms— on  these  contracts 
$94,792  hare . been  advanced,  and  31,640  stand  of 
arms  have,  been  delivered  to  the  it.  States.  In  addi- 
iiorx  to  those  contracts  an  agreement  was  entered 
into  by  this  department  on  the 18th  of  July  last, 
with  Eli-  Whitney  of  New-Haven,  Connecticut,  to  The  secretary  of  state  to.  whpin  was  referred  the 
manufacture  and  deliver  15,00p  stands  of  arms  in  a resolution  of\ the  house  of  representatives  of  the  9th. 
proportion  of  not  jess  than  1,500  annually.  On  this  inst  requesting  information,  touching  the  conduct  of 
Contract  $5,000  liave  been  advanced — It  will  also  ap-  (British  officers  towards  persons  taken  in  Americuq. 
"BSr&'fr  statement  (A.)'  that'  12*250  stands  pfl armed  shi/s,  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  pres*- 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 
(Signed)  W.EUST1S. 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives . 

W . , 

Statement  of  arms  issued  and  loaned  to  tlie  militia  of 
the  several  states  and  territories.  7 


AXE:). 


STATES. 

Stands  of 
Arms. 

£ JS 
£ £ 

ri 

°S, 

Eeqiarks. 

Rhode-Island 

250 

150 

Del  i vered  to  two  vo- 
lunteer companies. 

Delaware 

650 

650 

At  Wilmington,  NX 
Castle  and  Lewis- 
town, 

Ohio, 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

Delivered  to  major- 
gen.  Wadsworth. 

The  militia  ami  vo^ 
lunteers  under  ge- 
neral Hull. 

Ditto 

2,000 

2,00Q 

Total, 

4,400' 

4,300 

1,500 

; 

Imprisonment  of  Seamen, 

house  or  iiepjies^xtatites  or  tuf.  united  states, 
Tuesday , 'December,  2^ 
To  the  House  of  Reftresentatixgs 

of  the  United  States * 
I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  a report 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  complying  with  their  reso- 
lution of  the  9,th  inst. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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fieri  1 the  accompanying- papers,  marked  A.  B.  C.  from 
which  it  appears  that  certain  persons,  some  of  whom 
are  sad  to  be  native,  and  others  naturalized,  citizens 
pf  the  United  States,  being- parts  of  the  crews  of  the 
{Tinted  States  armed  vessels,  the  “Nautilus”  and  the 
“Wasp,”  and  of  the  private  armed  vcsselj  the  “Sa- 
rah-Ann,”  have  been  seized,  under  the  pretext'  of 
their  being-  British  subjects,  by  British  ofli.-ers,  for 
the  avowed  purpose,  as  is  understood,  of  having 
. them  brought  to  trial  for  their  lives,  and  that  others, 
being-  part  of  die  crew  of  the  “Nautilus,”  have  been 
taken  into  the  British  service. 

The  secretary  of  shite  begs  leave  also  to  lay  before 
the  president  the  papers  marked  D.  ■.ml  K.from  these 
it  will  be  seen  that  whilst  tbe  British  naval  officers 
.arrest,  as  criminals,  such  persons  taken  on  board 
American  armed  vessels  as  they  may  consider  Bri- 
tish subjects,  they  claim  a right  to  retain  on  board 
British  ships  of  war  American  citizens  who  may 
have  married  in  England,  or  been  impressed  from  on 
board  British  merchant  vessels — and  that  they  consi- 
der an  impressed  .Ainericaii,  when  he  is  discharged 
from  one  of  their  ships,  as- prisoner  of  war. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Department  of  State,  Dec.  19,  1812. 

(A.) 

llx  tract  from  a letter  of  lieut.  F.  IF.  Babbitt,  to  master 

commandant  fVilligm  J/.  Crane,  of  the  Untied  States 

navy,  late  of  the  U.  S brig  JVautihr,  dated, 

Boston,  (Mass.)  loth  ept.  1812. 

Enclosed  T senl  you  a de-cription  of  the  portion 
of  our  little  crew,  who  have  been  so  debased  and 
traitorous,  as  to  enter  the  service  of  the  enemy  Al- 
so a list  of  those  gallant  fellows  whose  glory  ’twouhl 
have  been  to  lost  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  and  whose  misfortune  it  has  been  to  cross 
the  Atlantic,  on  suspicion  of  their  being  British  sub- 
jects : four  of  them,  native  horn  Americans,  and 
two  naturalized  citizens.  On  their  parting  with  me, 
and  removal  from  the  Africa,  of  64  guns,  to  the  The- 
tis frigate  (the  latter  with  a convoy  for  England,  then 
in  43,  30,  X.  and  46,  30,  W.)  their  last  request  and 
desire  was,  that  I would  particularly  acquaint  you 
with  their  situation,  with  their  determination  never 
to  prove  traitors  to  that  country  whose  flag  thev 
were  proud  to  serve  under,  and  whose  welfare  and 
prosperity  they  equally  hoped  and  anticipated  to 
realise. 

(Signed)  F.  H.  BABBITT. 

A list  of  men  said  to  have  entered  on  board  H.  B. 
M.  u-i  gate  Shannon,  com.  Brooke,  and  their  descrip- 
tion ' far  as  known  : 

JeMe  Bates,  seaman — about  5 feet  9 inches  high, 
dark  hair  and  complexion,  dark  snapping  eyes,  has 
an  impediment  in  his  speech — and  at  times  affects 
lunacy,  has  a,  wife  and  family  in  Boston,  Mass. 

Samuel  Lang,  marine— born  in  Kentucky,  5 feet  8 
inches,  or  thereabouts  and  is  supposed  to  be  enBst- 
,cd  '"  th  capt.HaYI,  of  the  U.  S.  marines.  New- York, 

John  Young,  marine — 5 feet  5 inches  high,  large 
mouth,  enlisted  with  eapt.  Hall,  navy-yard,  New- 
York — when  addressed  or  in  addressing  an  officer, 
casts  down  his  eyes  ; for  his  particular  description, 
as  well  as  that  of 

J hn  Dose,  marine — about  5 feet  8 inches,  brown 
hair,  full  face,  thick  set  and  a scoul  in  his  counte- 
rs nee,  refer  to  capt.  John  Hall. 

J>.  hn  GWeal . seaman — ah  at  25  vears  of  age,  5 feet 
5 inches,  dark  hair,  sharp  face,  dark  eyes,  thick  set, 
and  was  shipped  at  Norfolk,  Va.  previous  to  your 
taking  command  of  the  Nautilus, 


William  Jones , ordinary  seaman— about  5 feet  8 
inches  h igh,  24  years  of  age,  full  face,  thick  set,  down 
cast  look,  and  is  a very  alert  man,  entered  at  Nevv- 
York  in  April  last. 

(Signed)  F.  H.  BABBITT. 

(«•) 

Washington  City,  Dec.  17, 1813* 

Sin — I have  the  honor  \o  annex  a list  of  twelve  of 
the  crew  of  the  late  IT.  S.  Wasp,  detained  by  capt. 
J.  Beresford,  of  tbe  British  ship  Poictiers,  under  tljp 
pretence  of  their  being  British  subjects. 

I have  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  WISE,  Purser 

The  lion.  Paul  Hamilton. 

John  Jil* Cloyd,  boatswain — has  been  in  tbe  service 
since  1SU4,  married  at  Norfolk  in  1804  or  5,  and  has 
a wife  and  four  children  there. 

John  Stephens,  boatswain’s  mate — has  been:  in  thft 
service  5 or  6 years. 

Geo.  J)f.  D.  Dead,  quarter-master — has  a protec- 
tion and  has  sailed  out  of  New-York  and  Pliiladc-k 
phi  a for  several  years. 

Wm.  JSfitchell,  Janies  Got  bright, .John  IVright,  ThdS. 
Philips,  and  Peter  Barron,  all  seamen; — John  Con- 
nor, John  Rose,  George  Brooks  and  Dennis  Dougher- 
ter,  ordinary  seamen — the  greater  number,  if  hot  all, 
had  protections  at  the  time  of  entering  and  being  ta- 
ken. Two  others  were  detained — John  Wade  and 
Thomas  Hutchins,  but  were  given  up  ; the  former  on 
capt.  Jones’  assuring  capt.  Beresford  lie  knew  him  to 
be  a native  citizen- — the  latter,  on  a like  assurance, 
from  lieut.  Rodgers.  Wm.  Mitch-ill  was  in  the  ser- 
vice during  1305  and  6 in  the  Mediterranean. 

GEO.  J.  WISE,  Purser. 

gin  j.  n.  -wvvnnKX  to  mb.  moxiior 

Halifax , 30 th  September,  1812. 

Sib — Having  received  information  that  a most  un- 
authorised act  has  been  committed  by  commodore 
Rodgers,  in  forcibly  seizing  twelve  British  seamen, 
prisoners  of  war,  late  belonging  to  the  Guerriere, 
and  taking  them  out  of  the  English  cartel  brig  En- 
deavor, on  her  passage  down  the  harbor  of  Boston, 
after  they  had  been  regularly  embarked  on  board  of 
her  for  aii  exchange,  agreeable  to  the  arrangements 
settled  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  the  said 
British  seamen  so  seized  are  now  detained  on  board 
of  the  U.  S.  frigate  President  as  hostages,  I feel  my- 
self called  upon  to  request,  sir,  your  most  serious 
attention  to  a measure  so  fraught  with  mischief  and 
inconvenience,  destructive  of  the  good  faith  of  the 
flag  of  truce,  and  the  sacred  protection  of  a cartel. 
I should  be  extremely  sorry  that  the  imprudent  apt 
of  any  officer  should  involve  consequcnoes  so  parti- 
cularly severe  as  the  present  instance  must  naturally 
produce  if  repeated;  and,  although  it  is  very  much 
my  wish,  during  the  continuance  of  the  difference 
existing  between  the  two  countries,  to  adopt  any 
measure  that  might  render  the  effect  of  war  less  ri- 
gorous, yet,  in  another  point  of  view,  the  conviction 
of  the  duty  I owe  my  country,  would,  in  the  event 
of  such  grievance,  as  1 have  already  stated,  being 
continued,  not  admit  of  any  hesitation  in  retaliatory 
decisions  ; but  as  I am  strongly  persuaded  of  the  high 
'iiberality  of  your  sentiments,  and  that  the  act  com- 
plained of  has  originated  entirely  with  the  officer 
who  committed  it,  and  that  it  will  be  as  censurable 
in  yqur  consideration  as  it  deserves,  I rely  upon  your 
takjhg  such  stcp,s  as  will  prevent  a recurrence  of 
conduct  so  extremely  reprehensible  in  every  sb  ipe. 

I have  the  honor  to’ be,  &c. 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 

Mnirai  of  the  blue,  and  eommmtiler  in  chief* 
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srn.  moxiioe  to  sin  j.  b.  wakhkx. 


Department  of  State , Oct,  28th,  1812. 

Sir— -I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  30th  September  complaining  that  commodore 
Rodgers,  commanding  a squadron  of  the  United 
States  navy,  at  the  port  of  Boston,  had  taken  twelve 
.British  seamen  lately  belonging  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s ship  Gucrriere,  from  a cartel  in  the  harbor  of 
Boston  and  that  he  had  detained  them  on  board 
the  President,  a frigate  of  the  United  States,  as 
hostages. 

I am  instructed  to  inform  you,  that  enquiry  shall 
be  made  into  the  circumstances  attending  and  the 
causes  which  produced  the  act  of  which  you  com- 
plain, and  that  such  measures  will  be  taken  on  a 
knowledge  of  them,,  as  may  comport  with  the  rights 
of  both  nations,  and  may  be  proper  in  the  case  to 
which  they  relate. 

1 beg  you,  sir,  to  be  assured  that  it  is  the  sincere 
desire  of  the  president  to  see  (and  to  promote,  so 
far  as  depends  on  the  United  States)  that  the  war 
which  exists  between  our  countries  be  conduct- 
ed with  the  utmost  regard  to  humanity, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Sir  J.  B.  Warren. 

ic!) 

JUxivact  of  a letter  from  general  Pinckney  to  the 
Secretary)  of  War,  dated, 

6h  vrlestox,  Nov.  4th,  1812, 
u Information  having  been  given  upon  oath  to  lieu- 
tenant Grandison,  who  at  present  commands  in  the 
nival  department  here,  that  six  American  seamen 
who  had  been  taken  prisoners  on  board  of  our  pri- 
vateers, had  been  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as  Bri- 
tish subjects  for  treason,  he  called  upon  the  mar- 
shal to  retain  double  that  number  of  British  sea- 
men as  hostages.  The  marshal,  in  consequence  of 
instructions  from  the  department  of  state,  asked 
iny  advice  on  the  subject,  and  I have  given  m3'  opin- 
ion that  they  ought  to  be  detained  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  president  shall  be  known.  The  testimony  of 
captain  Moon  is  herewith.  I hope,  sir,  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  have  this  business  put  in  the 
proper  train  to  have  the  president’s  pleasure  on  this 
subject  communicated  to  the  marshal.” 

[[The  testimony  of  captain  Moon  has  already  been 
npticcd  in  the  Register,] 

(a) 

C'vfiy  rf  a letter  from  admiral  Warren  to  jlfr.  Jifiich >' 
-ill,  agent  fir  the  exchange  of  American  prisoners 
of  -mtr,  dated, 

Halifax,  21st  October,  1812. 
Stb-t-T  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
and  its  enclosures  relating  tp  Thomas  Bunn,*  and 
beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  it  appears  the  said  man 
is  married  in  England,  has  been  eight  years  in  his 
majesty’s  service,  and  received  a pension  from  go- 
vernment, Under  these  circumstances,  and  the  man 
never  having  made  any  application  for  his  discharge 
to  prison,  he  continues  on  board  the  Statira. 

I have  the  honor,  &c. 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 
fi.  (haired  of  the  blue,  and  cqmma?uier  in  chief 

jf±* ; : — t ' 

* The  application  was  made  at  the  request  of  his 
'father,  John  Bunn  of  Boston,  who  transmitted  a de- 
£$>sitiqn  pf  his  birth. 


Treasury  Estimates  for  1813* 

[The  following  is  the  introductory  article  in  a. letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  speaker 
of  tlie  house  of  representatives,  transmitting  “es- 
timates of  appropriation  for  the  service  of  the 
ye-  r 1813  5 also  an  account  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures from  Oct.  1811  to  30th  Sept.  1812.” — 
The  pamphlet  contains  104  pages  ; but  we  shall 
compress  in  a very  small  compass  all  that  is  ge- 
nerally useful  ; giving,  however, the  most  interest* 
ing  tables  entire,  for  reference.] 

Treaswy  Department,  Dec.  1 7th,  1812. 
Sot—  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  esti- 
mates of  the  appropriations  proposed  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1813  ; also  a statement  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  at  the  treasury  for  the  year  elid- 
ing on  the  30th  day  of  Sept.  1812. 

The  appropriations  as  detailed  in  tire  estimates, 
amount,  in  the  whole,  to  twenty  millions,  fojir  hun-‘ 
dred  and  twenty-nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
fiftv-four  dollars  and  forty  cents,  viz# 

For  the  civil  list,  . g 724,543  57 

For  miscellaneous  expenses,  in- 
cluding those  for  prisoners  of  war,  455,026  99 

For  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions, 154,400 

For  the  military  establishment,  in- 
cluding 164,500  dollars  for  the  Indian 
department,  14,369,875 

For  the  naval  establishment,  in- 
cluding the  marine  corps,  4,726,1C8  84 

$ 20,429,954  40 

The  act,  entitled  “An  act  concerning  the  pay  of 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates,  and 
others,  of  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes,”  having 
passed  since  the  receipt  of  the  war  estimates,  the 
estimate  for  the  pay  of  the  army  has  been  altered  at 
the  treasury  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
that  act. 

The  estimate  of  the  secretary  of  the  war  depart- 
ment is  calculated  on  the  whole  number  of  the  re- 
gular troops  authorised  by  law  ; but  does  not  include 
the  permanent  annuities  to  certain  Indian  tribes,  nor 
the  annual  appropriation  of  200,000  dollars  for  fur- 
nishing arms  for  the  militia  ; those  objects  being 
provided  for  by  permanent  laws.  Not;  does.,  it  em- 
brace the  expenses  for  the  militia  and  volunteers  in 
actual  service,  The  sums  which  may  be  actually 
expended  in  the  year  1813,  either  for  those  objects, 
or  For  the  annual  appropriation  of  <$200,000  for  the 
purchase  of  timber  for  the  navy,  or  on  account  of 
the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
defence  of  the  maritime  frontier,-  are  not  therefore 
included  in  the  aggregate  above  stated. 

The  funds  out  of  which  appropriations  may  be 
made,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  are  : 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the  proceeds  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  which 
will  accrue  in  the  year  1813  ; which  sum  is  by  law 
annually  reserved  for  the  support,  of  government 

2.  So  much  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  un-. 
expended  on  the  31st  December  1812,  as  is  not  want- 
ed to  defray  the  expenses  of  that  year. 

3.  The  surplus  of  the  revenue  and  income  of  the 
United  States,  which  may  accrue  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1813,  after  satisfying  the  objects  for  which  ap- 
propriations have  been  heretofore  made. 

4.  The  proceeds  of  such  loan  or  loans  as  may  be 
authorised  by  Congress. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

The  hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 

rise  of  Representative §, 
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AMOUNT  OF  DRAWBACK. 

'Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  .Drawback  payable  on  sundry  articles  exported  from  the  U.  States  in 
the  years  1809,  1810,  and  1811,  compared  with  the  amount  of  Duties  collected  on  the  same  respec- 
tively— In  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


{MOLASSES 

tiF.ER,  ALE  AND  PORTER 
EAS  ....  Botxa  . . 

Souchong 
Hyson 
Oilier  green 

COFFEE  

COCOA  ...... 

CHOCOLATE  

TUG AH  . 


-ALMONDS 

Bruits 


CANDLES 

CHEESE  , 
SOAP  • 

Tallow 

spices 


SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDISE. 


On  merchandise  paving  a duty  of  . . . . 

15  per  cent,  ail  valorem 
17  l-2  . 

22  1-2 

..  Madeira  . 

Burgundy  and  Champaign 
Sherry  and  St.  Lucar 
Claret  .... 
Lisbon,  Oporto,  &C.  . . 

Tein  rirlV-,  Fayal,  &c. 

All  other  . . . . 

. Distilled  front  grain  . 
Other  mate  rials  . . 

Domestic  produce  . . 


WINES 


SPIRITS 


Brown  .... 
White  clayed  . . , 

Loaf  and  candy  . 

Other  refined  . . * 

Currants 

Prunes  and  plumbs 
Figs  . . 

Raisins  in  jars  and  Itoxes 
Ditto  all  other  . . , 

Tallow  . . . 

Wax  and  spermaceti  . 


Tobacco  . 
Snuff  . 
Indigo 
Cotton  . 
POWDER 


Mace  . 

Nutmegs  . 

Cinnamon 

Closes 

Pepper 

Pimento  . 

Cassia 


Starch  . 

Glue  .... 
Pewter  plates  and  dishes 
IRON  .... 


Hair 

Gun 


Nails  . 
Spikes 
Quicksilver 
PAINTS  . 


Anchors  and  sheet 
Slit  and  hoop  . 


• • Ochre,  yellow  in  oil 

Do.  dry  . 
Spanish  brown 
White  and  red  lead 
Lead  and  manufactures  of  lead 

Seines 

CORDAGE  . . Tarred  . . . 

Untuned  . 

Cables . 

Steel 

Hemp  . . , , ... 

Untarred  yam 

wine  anil  pack  thread  . , . 

dauber  salts  . . ... 

Salt . 

Coal  .... 

Malt  


FISH 


GLASS 


Dried  . 

Pickled  $almon  < 
Do.  niackartT  . 
Do.  all  other 
Black  quart  bottles 
Window  . 


Segars  . 

Lime 

Boots 

SHOES  AND  SLIPPERS,  silk 

AH  other  . 

ARDS  . . . Wool  and  cotton 

Playing 


Total 


1 'rcasm 


In  the  ; 

,«ar  1809. 

111  the  year  1810. 

In  the  y 

ear  1811711 

Duties 

received. 

Drawback 

payable. 

; Duties 
received. 

Drawback 

payable. 

Duties 

rccchcd. 

Drawbar, 73 
payable,  j 

3,522,1 8( 

» 506,770 

6,593.612 

612,069 

2,852,535 

433,6661 

939,(56/ 

r 78,809 

1,392,219 

38,975 

484,048 

38.03(2 

73.36c 

! , 1,957 

130,506 

5,729 

32,210 

2,566 

174,29C 

1 10,435 

176,208 

21,085 

169,031 

17.25Q 

112 

! 17 

422 

375 

137,54c 

1 1,846 

31,082 

8,914 

1,808 

79 1 

> 9,071 

2,890 

537 

10.869 

2,306 

66,733 

1 3,879 

37,435 

651 

37,361 

3,1511 

148,153 

! 9,850 

166,856 

16,516 

194,406 

10,575 

20,763 

t 120,217 

72,181 

29,129 

194,020 

, 61.464 

27,944 

1 2,066 

45,099 

131 

10,572 

36r 

1,390,97C 

) 63,918 

1,269,976 

33,192 

964,447 

21,622! 

8C 

10 

30 

274,982 

! 1,941 

385,999 

969 

427,011 

92Q 

4,81(5 

i 625 

12,635 

100 

3,616 

174 

15,574 

1 6,700 

175,924 

13,485 

13,296 

1 1,319 

37,054 

1 182,791 

449,63s 

43.059 

124,146 

31,944' 

129,937 

106,02(5 

417,331 

102,382 

115,629 

29,430 

150, -toe 

67,338 

518,925 

76,687- 

376,535 

17,934 

1,936,50b 

1,480,297 

1,563,159 

1,206,337; 

1,457,152 

550,607* 

29,053 

51,366 

46,088 

8,110 

47,967 

32,448 

50 

30 

55 

1.285,422 

735,144 

1,300,367 

577,394i 

1,452,539 

96,228^ 

429,580 

614,456 

522.498 

437,585 

492,015 

424,195 

129 

93 

300 

204 

31 

2,122 

2 

79 

4,«41 

1,420 

1.970 

707 

4,989 

152 

1,62( 

2,087 

1,456 

2,087 

345 

33 

545 

193 

870 

3,550 

7,061 

323 

5,822 

634 

26,054 

71 S 

10,J02 

2,542 

16,647 

307 

39,377 

568 

5,636 

6,814 

11,954 

409 

29 

2,240 

1,183 

423 

951 

303 

42 

134 

73 

492 

1J6C 

10,046 

2,905 

290 

832 

325 

l,f«l 

7,209 

4.169 

2,162 

15,831 

8,748 

576 

5,413 

2,345 

16.532 

545 

3,142 

4,388 

23,276 

5,582 

15,819 

17,696 

24,199 

2,018 

48,284 

39,361 

73,320 

43,744 

349 

108 

8,061 

5.437 

10,284 

4.132 

24,444 

19,432 

35,236 

26.308 

286,065 

363,313 

349,262 

279.783 

169,834 

190.337 

14,532 

673 

22,622 

1,912 

15,283 

S09 

3,618  7,453 

16,355 

8,425 

11,535 

5,140 

31 

95 

1,112 

199 

656 

756 

520 

80 

24,855 

117,497 

186,090 

185,290 

196,614 

104,489 

12,558 

87,807 

10,973 

22,807 

11,350 

5,203 

5 

37 

1 

3,274 

487 

1,178 

279 

160 

4‘< 

260 

140 

2,377 

3.772 

465 

576 

852 

314 

155 

12,414 

12,878 

5,069 

!■ 

3,960 

1.654 

8,691 

905 

1,76-1 

743 

29,328 

8,429 

;45,160 

2,757 

5,796 

1,393 

1,819 

43 

.2,895 

88 

523 

34 

763 

125 

113 

859 

145 

162 

11 

526 

664 

1,362 

12.345 

165 

9,920 

475 

224 

139 

60,445 

86 

50,754 

235 

17,268 

36 

11,414 

1,898 

15,820 

532 

13,399 

88 

99 

932 

2,491 

16,918 

3,247 

30,148 

13,112 

316 

8 

2.292 

27 

3,083 

271 

338 

178 

3,776 

1,625 

2.632 

912 

14,339 

1,954 

15,092 

3,383 

4,749 

1,289 

17,188 

697 

178,760 

221,434 

2,125 

3,016 

54 

12,135 

379 

5,55  4 

696 

169 

265 

61 

43 

19,907 

4,862 

11 

4 

4,710 

4,031 

644 

1,204 

4,835 

325 

2,639 

2,372 

2,082 

1,363 

802 

119 

4,700 

670 

12,912 

358 

2,042 

173 

45.854 

284 

51,299 

988 

13,033 

70 

44,956 

6,224 

41,893 

10,2S5 

28,114 

4,101 

23 

26 

441 

127 

829 

457 

192 

275 

1,197 

445 

1,130 

148 

■*  791 

696 

1,724 

86 

858 

53 

3 

22 

388 

988 

488 

36 

1,559,158' 

4,706,608 

16,562,080 

3,839,160 

10,450,960 

2.227,245 

)epavtnie?it,  Register's  OJfice,  November  19,  1812. 

J Oh E I’ll  NOUltSE,  Register.. 
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MILITARY. 

• Captain  Craig*,  of  Shawunoe  town,  went  up  the 
Illinois  river,  for  the  purpose  of  joining*  col.  Russel, 
whose  expedition  is  noticed  in  page  205  ; but  not 
falling*  in  with  him, he  proceeded  with  80  men  to  the 
old  Peoria  town,  20  miles  above  the  one  destroyed 
bv  Russel,  where  he  was  fired  upon  by  the  Indians. 
He  got  possession  of  the  town,  which  he  destroyed, 
with  all  the  Indian  property  and  improvements  of 
every' kind,  with  their  wheat,  corn  and  garden  stuffs, 
in  great  quantities.  He  took  42  prisoners,  among 
them 'an  Englishman,  and  seized  as  prize  of  war,  a 
large'collection  of  furs.  He  returned  with  his  pri- 
soners.  and  booty  without  the  loss  of  a man.  The  day 
of  fearful  retribution  has  at  last  reached  the  deluded 
savage.  He  is  hunted  in  the  deepest  recesses  of  Ids 
forests,  in  every  direction,  and  will  pay  the  penalty 
of  his, crimes. 

The  brave  col.  Fenwick,  who  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner  at  Queenstown,  has  arrived  at  Albany, 
in  good  health. 

The  prisoners  taken  at  Queenstown,  have  arrived 
at  Portland  from  Quebec. 

An' Ohio  paper  says  that  brig.  gen.  Tapper,  of  the 
militia  of  that  state,  has  been  appointed  to  the  same 
rank  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Promotions  in  the  corps  of  engineers  ,made  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales , and  conjirmed  by  the 
Senate, 

Lieutenant-colonel  Joseph  G.  Swift,  to  be  colonel, 
vice  Williams,  resigned,  to  rank  from  July  pi,  1812. 

Major  Walker  R.  Armistead,  to  be  lieutenant-co- 
lonel, vice  Swift,  promoted,  rank  July  31,  1812. 

Captain  William  MTIca,  to  be  major,  vice  Armi- 
stead,  promoted,  rank  July  31, 1812. 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  G.  Totten,  to  be  captain, 
Vice  McUea,  promoted,  rank  July  31,  1812- 

First  lieutenant,  Samuel  Babcock,  to  be  captain, 
vice  Partridge,  deceased,  rank  Sept.  20,  1812. 

Second  lieutenant  Frederick  Lewis,  to  be  first 
lieutenant;  vice  Babcock,  promoted,  rank  September 
20,  3812. 

appointment — James  Gadsden,  second  lieutenant 
of  engineers,  December  .2,  1812. 

[The  following*  letter  from  an  intelligent  and  much 
respected  correspondent,  contains  the  latest  and 
most  correct  information  received  of  the  north 
western  army.] 

Chili  cot  he,  Dec.  22,  1812. 

“I>kat»  Sin — It  is  probable  you  are  desirous  to  know 
what  is  going  on  in  this  quarter,  at  this  important 
period.  General  Harrison,  who  lias  lately  removed 
his  head  quarters  from  Franklinton  to  Delaware,  is, 
it-is  said,  about  to  proceed,  and  perhaps  has  already 
commenced  his  march  to  Sandusky,  with  a view,  it 
is  most  probable,  of  concentrating  the  whole  force 
of  the  North  Western  army,  either  at  that  place  or 
at  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami — most  probably  at  the 
latter.  The  different  divisions  haye  been  lying*  at 
different  points  for  sometime  past.  The  left  wing, 
composed  of  a regiment  of  regulars  commanded  by 
col.  Wells,  and  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  the  whole 
tinder  the  command  of  gen.*  Winchester,  is  at  the 
Rapids,  to  which  place  it  lately  proceeded  from  fort 
Winchester  (late  fort  Defiance.)  The  right  wing  is 
Composed  of  the  detachments  from  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia.  That  from  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
command  of  brig*,  gen.  Crooks,  has  been  sometime 
at  Mansfield.  The  detachment  from  Virginia,  com- 
manded by  brig.  gen.  Leftwjck  has  been  lying  at 
Dclu ware.  The  centre  of  the  army  is  composed  of 


Ohio  volunteers  and  m.litia,  under  command  of  brig, 
gen.  Tupper — and  a regiment  >f  regulars  under 
command  of  col.  Miller.  Gen.  Tuppcr’s  brigade  is 
at  Fort  M* Arthur.  The  whole  force  will  probably 
amount  to  7 or  8000.  Such  a force,  principally  brave 
hardy  “ bade  -woodsmen,”  commanded  by  the  Wash- 
ington of  the  west — the  excellent — the  universally 
beloved  IIaihusox,  will  be  able  to  accomplish  every 
thing  which  can  he  expected  of  them. 

Vast  supplies  of  provisions,  munitions  of  war  and 
military  stores  of  every  kind,  have  gone  on  to  the 
army,  and,  are  still  daily  going  oil.  Several  tons  o-f 
powder,  lead,  cannon-hall  bomb-shells  See.  have 
passed  through  this  place,  with  the  same  destina- 
tion. A great  number  of  large  sleds  have  been  pre- 
pared at  the  different  points  to  transport  the  milita- 
ry stores  through  the  wilderness  ; which  means  of 
conveyance,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  is  thought 
preferable  to  Waggons. 

A detachment  lately  sot  out  from  Franklinton,  up- 
on a secret  expedition  to  the  westward.  They  have 
been  heard  from  when  within  a days  march  of  the 
Mississimvay  (Indian)  towns  on  the  Wabash,  which 
appears  to  he  there  destination.  They  have  not  been 
heaial  from  since,  that  I can  learn  of. 

The  “ Petersburg h Volunteers ” have  arrived  m 
town  this  evening,  and  taken  up  quarters  in  Ihe 
court  house  or  state  house.  A finer  company 
(amounting,  I am  told  to  upwards  of  a 100)  or  more 
elegantly  uniformed,  has  probably,  never  passed 
through  this  place.  They  certainly  do  much  honor 
to  the  state  from  which  they  came.*  , m | 

The  legislature,  now  in  session  hereby  have  passed 
an  act  appropriating  $ 6000  for  purchasing  blankets 
for  the  militia  in  service.” 

Volunteers. — Considerable  uncertainty  has  hitherto 
existed  with  respect  to  the  sum  which  would  be  al- 
lowed in  lieu  of  clothing  to  Volunteers,  under  the 
act  of  congress,  passed  the  6th  day  of  February  last. 
It  is  now  ascertained  that  the  following  prices  are 
established  : 

C Corporals  and  privates  34  37 
Infantry  clothing  ^ Musicians  35  91 


Artillery 


Dragoons 


[General  Smyth's  fetter  to  Messrs.  APClure,  and 
others,  inserted  in  our  last,  page  263,  is,  in  sub- 
stance, pretty  much  the  same  as  the  following; 
which  is  chiefly  inserted  because  it  is  official,  as 
well  as  to  place  it  immediatley  with  gen.  Barter's 
statement.] 

(copy.) 

Camp  near  Buffalo,  4th  December , 1S12, 
SITl-rThe  troops  under  my  command  having1  heen  ordered  to 
hut  themselves  for  the  winter,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you 
the  proceedings  had  there  since  I took  the  command  on  this  fron- 
tier. 

On  or  about  the  26th  October,  I ordered  that  20  scows  should  be 
prepared  for  the  transportation  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  and 
put  the  carpenters  of  the  army  on  that  duty. 

*Ihave  just  learned  this  morning  (23d)  that  the 
Ohio  legislature,  in  session  at  this  place,  have  invited 
them  to  a public  dinner  to-morrow.  The  governor 
and  judges  of  the  supreme  court  are  in  town  and  will 
no  doubt,  grace  the  festive  bp^vd  with  tl\eLr  pre* 
settee; 


do. 


do. 


do. 


C Sergeants 

C Corporals  and  privates 
Musicians 
(.Sergeants 

C Corporals  and  privates 
< Musicians 
( Sergeants 

C Corporals  and  privates 
■s  Musicians 
( Sergeants 

C Albany 

OFFICIAL  DESPATCH. 


37  47 
34  44 

36  44 

37  85 
53  22 
55  9 
57  16 
37  98 
39  83 
41  71 
Reo\ 
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By  the  26lh  of  November,  ten  scows  were  completed,  and  by  It  then  became  a question  whether  it  was  expedient  tq  invade 
bringing  bouts  from  lake  Ontario,  the  number  was  increased  to  Canada,  ill  open  day  light,  with  1500  men,  at  a point  where  no  rein- 
forcements could  be  expected  for  some  days.  1 saw  that  the  num- 
ber of  regular  troops  was  declining  rapidly.  I knew  that  on  them 
chiefly  I was  to  depend. 

I called  together  the  officers  commanding  corps  of  the  regular 
armv.  Col.  Parker  being  sick,  those  present  were  col.  Porter  of  the 
artillery,  col.  Schuyler,  col.  Winder,  and  lieut-  cob  Coles.  I put  tr* 
them  this  question  t Shall nx proceed : They  unanimously  decided 
that  we  ought  not.  ' 

I foresaw  that  the  volunteers  who  had  come  out  for  a few  days 
would  disperse.  Several  of  them  had  on  the  evening  of  the  28i?» 
broken  their  muskets  because  they  had  not  seen  a battle.  I foresaw 
that  the  number  of  regular  troops  would  decrease,  the  measles  had- 


seventy. 

I had  issued  an  address  to  the  men  of  the  state  of  New-York,  and 
p<  rhaps  300  volunteers  had  arrived  at  Buffalo.  I presumed  that 
tin.-  regular  troops,  and  the  volunteers  under  colonels  Swift  and 
>1  Clinv,  would  furnish  2300  men  tor  duty  ; ami  of  gen.  t'anne. 
hill’s  brigade, reporting  a total  of  1650,  as  many  as  413  bad  volun- 
teered to  cross  into  Canada.  I deemed  mysi.lt  ready  to  cross  “with 
3000  nirn  at  oncef  according  to  your  orders. 

Preparatory  thereto,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  November,  I sent 
over  two  panics;  one  tmler  lieut.  col.  Boerstler;  the  other  under 
capt.  King,  with  whom  limt.  Angus  of  the  navy,  at  the  head  of  a 
body  of  seamen  united.  The  first  mentioned  party  was  to  captun 


tile  second  party  were  to  take  and  render  useless  the  cannon 
enemy’s  batteries  and  some  pieces  ol  light  artillery.  The  first 
party  made  some  prisoners,  but  fink'd  to  destroy-  the  bridge;  the 
second  party,  afu  r rendering  unserviceable  the  light  artillery,  se- 
parated by  some  misapprehension.  Lt.  Angus,  the  seamen,  and  a 
part  of  the  troops  returned  with  all  the  boats,  Iwhilo  capts.  King, 
Morgan,  Sproul, lieut.  Houston  and  about  60  men,  remained  ; eapt. 
jlsing,  notwithstai.ding,  with  those  under  his  command,  advanced 
to  the  enemy’s  batteries,  attacked  and  took  two  of  them  in  succts- 
sion,  rendered  unserviceable  the  cannon,  and  took  a number  of  pri- 
soners. indescending  the  Niagara  some  distance,  two  boats  were 
found,  on  board  of  which  captain  King  sent  his  prisoners,  all  Ins 
officers,  and  half  of  Ins  men.  His  high  sense  of  honor  would  not 
allow  him  to  quit  tin  remainder.  He  was  captured  with  them. 

Orders  had  been  given  that  all  the  troops  in  the  neighborhood 
should  march  at  rcveillee  to  the  plaee  of  embarkation.  A part  of 
the  detachment  sent  in  the  night  hav  ing  returned,  and  excited  ap» 
prehensions  for  the  residue;  about  250  men  under  col.  Winder, 
put  otfin  boats  for  the  opposite  shore ; a part  of  this  force  had 
landed  when  a superior  force,  with  a piece  of  artillery,  apjieared 


p guard,  and  destroy  a bridge  about  five  miles  Mow  Fort  Erie  ; affected  them  generally  ; the  constant  use  of  fresh  meat  liad  pro- 

i of  thci  dueed  dysentaries ; and  they  w<  r«-  now  in  tents  in  the  month  of 


December.  I informed  the  officers  that  the  attempt  to  invade 
Canada  would  not  la?  made,  until  the  army  was  reinforced  ; and 
directed  them  to  withdraw'  their  troops, -and  cover  them  with  huts 

immediately. 

The  volunteers  and  neighboring  people  were  dissatisfied,  and  it 
has  been  in  the  power  of  the  contractor’s  agent  to  excite  some  cla- 
mor against  the  course  pursued.  He  finds  the  contract  a losing  one 
at  this  time;  and  would  wish  to  see  the  army  in  Canada,  that  lie 
might  not  he  bound  to  supple  it. 

I am  sorry  the  situation  pt  tlie  force  under  my  command,  liad 
not  been  such  as  to  make  the  propriety  of  a forward  movement 
obvious  to  all.  Circumstanced  as  we  were,  I have  thought  it  inv 
duty  to  follow  the  cautious  counsels  of  experience,  and  not  pred- 
pitatiqn,  to  add  to  the  list  of  our  defeats. 

You  w ill  perceive  my  motives  by  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber, w herein  I said,14 1 would  cross  in  three  days,  if  I had  the  means. 
Without  them  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  nation  and  myself  to  at^ 
tempt  it,  1 must  not  be  defeated." 

A!|ow  me  to  recommend  to  your  attention,  and  that  of  the  se- 


A retreat  was  ordered,  and  col.  Winder’s  detachment  suffered  a | cretary  of  war,  captain  William  King  of  the  13th  infantry,  as  an 

officer  of  the  first  class.  His  dauntless  bravery,  refined  mind,  high 


loss  of  6 killed  and  22  wounded,  of  whom  6 were  officers 

Thegeinral  embarkation  commenced  as  the  troops  arrived  ; but 
this  being  the  first  time  the  troops  had  embarked,  the  w hole  of  the 
, scows  were  occupied  by  about  one  third  part  of  the  artillery,  while 
about  £00  regular  infantry,  something  upwards  of  200  12  months 
volunteers,  and  perhaps  200  of  those  militia  who  had  volunteered 
their  services  for  a few  days,  occupied  ai!  the  boats  that  were  ready. 
The  troops  thus  embarked  moved  up  the  stream  to  Black  Itock, 
without  sustaining  loss  from  the  enemy’s  fire.  It  was  now  after: 
noon,  and  they  were  ordered  to  disembark  and  dine 
The  enemy  shewed  a force  estimated  at  5 or  6C0  men  drawn  up 
in  a field  a!  some  distance  from  the  river ; and  had  one  piece  of 
artillery,  said  to  be  a nine  pounder,  ready  to  fire  on  our  troops. 

There  remained  unembarked  a part  of  the  artillery,  a few  caval- 
ry, the  volunteers  under  col.  ]VI‘Clure,  amounting  on  jliat  day  to 
340  men,  a d;  tachim-nt  from  gen.  Taimehili’s  brigade,  number  un- 
known, and  little  relied  on.*  There  were  also  sundry  crowds  who 
might  perhaps  have  followed  the  army. liad  it  been  successful. 

Recollecting  yojr  instructions  “to  c;oss  with  3000jnn  n at  once;' 
and  to  consult  some  of  my  principal  officers  in  “all  important 
movements I called  for  the  field  officers  of  the  regulars  and 
twelve  months  volunteers  embarked.  Col.  Porter  not  being  found 
at  the  moment,  captain  Gibson  was  called  as  the  most  senior  officer 
of  artillery. 

These  questions  were  put— Is  it  expedient  NOW  to  cross  over  ? 
Js  the  force  zee  have  sufficient  to  conquer  the  opposite  coast.  ? 

The  first  question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  colonels  Parker, 
Schuyler,  Winder,  lieut.  colonels  Bcersiler  and  Coles,  and  maj. 

. Campb  ll.  Col,  Swift  of  volunteers,  alone  gave  an  opinion]  for 
then  crossing  over. 

Tlie  second  question  w.as  not  decided— Col.  Parker,  col.  Schuy- 
ler, It.  col.  Coles,  and  major  Campbell,  were  decidedly  of  opinion 
the  force  was  insufficient.  Col.  Winder,  col.  Swift,  It.  col.  Bterst- 
ler,  and  capt.  Gibson  deemed  the  force  sufficient. 

I determined  to  postpone  crossing  over  until  more  complete 
preparations  would  enable  me  to  embark  the  whole  force  at  once, 
according-  tb  your  instructions. 

The  next  day  was  spent  in  such  preparations  ; and  the  troops 
Were  ordered  to  be  again  at  the  place  of  embarkation  at  8 o’clock  j 
on  the  30th  November.  On  their  arrival  they  were  sent  into  the 
adjacent  woods,  there  to  build  fires,  and  remain  until  3 o’clock  in 
tlie  morning  of  the  1st  December,  when  it  was  intended  to  put  off' 
two  hours  before  (lay  light,  so  as  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
cannon,  in  passing  tlie  position  which  it  was  believed  they  occupied 
below  ; to  land  above  Ohippewa,  assault  that  place,  and  if  success- 
ful, march  through  Queenstown  for  Fort  George.  The  contractor 
was  called  on  to  furnish  rations  for  2500  men  for  four  days,  when 
it  was  found  he  could  furnish  the  pork,  but  not  the  flour.  Sixty 
barrels  were  required,  and  only  tlurty  -five  furnished. 

The  embarkation  commenced,  but  was  delayed  by  circumstances, 
so  as  not  to  be  completed  un;il  day  light,  w hen  it  w as  found  that 
the  regular  infantry  688  men,  tlie  artillery  177,  col.  Swift’s  volun- 
teers amounting  to -230,  six  companies  oiTederal  volunteers  amount- 
nig  to  276  men,  about  100  militia  of  eol.  Dobbin’s  regiment,  and  a 
few  men  in  a boat  with  Mr.  P.  R.  Porter,  contractor’s  agent,  who  was 
to  pilot  the  enterprise,  had  embarked  ; the  whole  on  board,  without 
the  commissioned  officers,  being  1500  men,  or  there-abouts  : audit 
was  now  two  hours  later  than  tlie'  time  fixed  on  for  setting  out. — 
•There  were  some  groups  of  men  not  yet  embarked ; they  were 
applied  to,  requested,  and  ordered  by  the  brigade-major,  to  get  into 
the  boats  ; they  did  not : he  estimated  their  number  at  150 ; it  w as 
probably  greater. 

* Six  hundred,  men  of  this  brigade  are  said  to  have  deserted  in  24 
hours,  A court  martial  of  this  brigade  fitted  a volunteer  twelve 
.and  a half  cents  for  desertwn 


sense  of  honor,  and  ambition  to  distinguish  himself,  render  him 
fit  sufiject  for  promotion,  aud  he  is  perhaps  the  best  disciplinarian 
hi  the  army. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

B ri  gadier-Gei  leral. 

Major  General  Dearborn , 

Statement  of  the  number  of  troops  embarked  on  the  morning  q 
tlie  1st  of  December,  on 'the  Niagara  river,  under  the  command 
of  brigadier- get  serai  Smyth. 


12th  aud  20th  infantry 
5th  and  13th  infantry  . 
14th  and  23d  infantry  . 
Artillery  . 

Col.  MT1  lire’s  volunteers 
Col.  Swift’s  volunteers 
2 companies  of  Dobbin’s  veg’t 
With  general  Porter  . 


214T 
271  1 

214  i-From  official  returns, 
177  I 

276 J 

230  J>Byjestimate. 

100  >-  ">Du. 

30  j-  Do. 

1512 


I certify  that  the  strength  of  the  12th,  20th,  5th,  13th,  14th  anfl 
23d  infantry,  the  artillery  and  col.  M’Clure’s  volunteers  embarked, 
are  stated  from  official  returns,  and  tiiat.no  other  troops  than  the 
above  were  embarked  when  the  enterprise  was  abandoned. 

* JAMES  BANKHEAD, 

Captain  and  brigade  major , 

Buffalo , (Niagara  county J Dec.  13. 
[We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  give  the 
official  account  of  the  recent  affair  on  Grand  Isl- 
and. : — it  will  tend  to  counteract  the  numerous 
falsehoods  which  are  in  circulation  respecting-  the 
meeting-.  The  challenge,  we  understand,  was  giv- 
en by  gen.  Smyth.] 

A meeting  took  place  between  gen.  Smyth  and 
gen.  Porter  yesterday  afternoon  on  Grand  Island,  in 
pursuance  of  previous  arrangements. 

They  met  at  Dayton’s  tavern  and  crossed  the  river 
with  their  friends  and  surgeon.-. — both  gentlemen  be- 
haved with  the  utmost  coolness  and  unconcern — a. 
shot  was  exchanged  in  as  intrepid  and  firm  a manner 
as  possible,  by  each  gentleman,  but  without  effect. 
It  was  then  represented  by  gen.  Smyth’s  second,  that 
gen.  Porter  must  now  be  convinced  diat  the  charge 
of  cowardice  against  gen.  Smyth  was  unfounded,  and 
should,  in  honor,  be  retracted  ; which,  after  mutual 
explanations,  as  to  the  matters  which  had  given  rise 
to  the  charge,  was  accordingly  done  by  him.  Gen. 
Smyth  then  explained,  that  his  remarks,  on  gen.  Por- 
ter, were  the  result  of  irritation,  and  were  intended 
as  provocatives,  from  having  been  assailed  by  gen. 
Porter,  and  that  he  knew  nothing  derogatory  to  gen 
Porter’s  character  as  a gentleman  and  officer. 

The  hand  of  reconciliation  was  then  offered  and 
received. 
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We  congratulate  the  friends  of  these  gentlemen; 
upon  the  fortunate  termination  of  a difference  arising* 
from  too  much  precipitation,  but  which  has  been  ad- 
justed in  a manner  so  honorable  to  both. 

WM.  H.  WINDER,  j 
SAMUEL  ANGUS,  ; 

Black-Rocky  December  13,  1812. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

In  the  gazette  of  last  week,  1 promised  to  g>ive  an 
Account  of  some  of  the  most  “prominent  transactions 
of  the  28th  of  November  and  the  1st  of  December.” 
Having' since  that  time,  received  from  gen.  Smyth, 
assurances,  which,  as  a man  of  honor,  I am  bound 
to  believe,  that  the  course  pursued  by  him  on  these 
days,  was  such  as  was  required  by  his  orders  and 
instructions  from  the  secretary  of  war  and  gen. 
Dearborn,  this  communication  will  assume  a charac- 
ter quite  different  from  the  one  contemplated.  I am 
pledged,  however,  to  the  public  to  give  facts,  which 
I shall  proceed  to  do  without  comment : leaving  it 
to  time  to  develope  the  object  of  the  military  move- 
ments which  have  appeared  to  me  and  others  not  on- 
ly extraordinary  but  inexplicable. 

On  the  27ih  of  November  there  was  collected  at 
this  pqint  a military  force  of  about  4,500  effective 
men  ; consisting  of  regular  troops,  New-York,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Baltimore  volunteers,  all  under  the  com- 
mand of  gen.  Smyth. 

There  were  lying  at  the  navy-yard,  near  Black- 
. Rock,  which  had  been  previously  prepared  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  the  troops  across  the  river, 
70  Public  boats  calculated  to  curry  40  men 

each,  * 2,800 

5 Long  boats  belong  to  individuals  but  whtph 
had  been  taken  into  the  public  service,  cal- 
culated to  carry  100  men  each,  500 

t0  Scows  for  artillery,  and  25  men  each*  250 

Besides  a number  of  small  boats, 

3,550 

At  2 o’clock  on  that  day  T received  a copy  of  gen. 
/Smyth’s  order  for  the  march  of  all  the  troops,  the 
succeeding  morning  atreveillee,  to  the  navy  yard,  to 
embark  for  Canada.  I immediately  gave  orders  for 
the  New-York  volunteers,  who  had  been  placed  un- 
der my  command,  to  parade  at  4 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing at  their  encampment,  about  one  and  a half  miles 
iVoin  the  navy-yard.  In  the  evening  1 learnt  that  the 
.parties  mentioned  in  gen.  Smyth’s  dispatch  were  to 
cross  the  river  at  1 1 o’clock  at  night  to  attack  the 
enemies  batteries  opposite  Black-Rock.  Gen.  Smyth 
not  being  here,  I waited  on  lieut.  Angus  and  suggest* 
edto  him  the  propriety  (if  within  the  scope  of  his 
orders)  of  postponing  the  enterprize  until  nearly 
morning,  to  give  as  little  time  as  possible,  before  the 
passage  of  the  army,  for  the  enemy’s  troops  to  col- 
lect from  their  station  down  the  river.  They  landed 
at  three  in  the  morning  under  a severe  fire  of  mus- 
ketry, and  grape  shot  from  two  pieces  of  flying  artil- 
lery. Lieut.  Angus,  with  his  little  band  of  sailors, 
assisted  by  capt.  King  and  a few  of  his  party,  attack- 
ed the  principal  force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
about  250,  at  the  Red-House  (the  seamen  charging 
with  their  pikes  and  swords  against  muskets  and 
bayonets)  and  routed  them  in  all  directions  : captain 
Dox,  who  took  a distinguished  part  in  this  affair,  was 
severely  wounded.  After  a hard  and  destructive  en- 
gagement, the  enemy  were  completely  dispersed,  the 
two  field  pieces  spiked;  and  the  house  in  which  the 
enemy  quartered,  fired  ; the  seamen  returned  to  our 
aliore,  bringing  off  their  wounded  and  several  pri- 
soners. Out  of  twelve  naval  officers  who  embarked  in 
■this  enterprize,  nine  of  them,  with  more  than  half 
thejr  men,  were  killed  or  wounded* 


virtue — if  the  gratitude  of  a country'  be  due  to  tliOftp 
who  gallantly  and  desperately  assert  its  rights,  the 
government  will  make  ample  and  honorable  provi- 
sion for  the  heirs  of  those  brave  tars  who  fell  on  this 
occasion,  as  well  as  for  those  who  survived.  Capt. 
King  proceeded  to  spike  and  dismount  the  guns  in 
the  butteries.  Lieut.col.  Bocrstler  dispersed  the  ene- 
my lower  down  the  river,  talcing  a number  of  pri- 
soners. 

By  sun  rise  in  the  morning,  most  of  the  troops  bad 
arrived  at  the  place  of  embarkation  and  the  day  was 
fine  I marched  three  hundred  and  forty  of  the  vo- 
lunteers who  had  rallied  under  general  'Smyth’s  in- 
vitation, well  armed  and  provided,  and  in  big!* 
spirits : about  one  hundred  and  fifty  more,  who 
came  in  the  evening  before,  were  at  Buffaloe  th  aw- 
ing their  arms  and  ammunition,  with  orders  to  join 
us  as  soon  as  possible.  I stationed  my  men,  as  in- 
structed by  general  Smyth  in  a field  at  the  navy  yard, 
witlv  directions  to  wait  for  further  orders.  The  par- 
ties who  had  crossed  in  the  night  aided  by  our  bat- 
teries, which  at  day  light  opened  a powerful  and. 
well  directed  fire  ; and  a piece  of  flying  artillery  on 
the  island  under  charge  of  captain  Gibson,  bad  dri- 
I ven  every  thing  from  the  opposite  shore  : Colonel 
‘ Winder,  an  officer  of  great  intelligence,  zeal  and 
braveiy,  under  the  mistaken  apprehension  that  the 
party  under  lieutenant-colonel  Boerstler,  were  in 
danger  of  being  cut  off,  made  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt (although  his  own  boat  landed)  to  land  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  at  a difficult  point  down  the 
river,  and  had  returned  as  stated  by  general  Smyth. 
The  general  embarkation  now  commenced,  hut  it. 
went  on  so  tardily,  that,  at  twelve  o’clock,  the 
whole  of  the  regular  troops,  and  colonel  Swift’s  re- 
giments were  not  in  the  boats.  A considerable  mimr 
her  of  boats  were  lying  on  the  shores  of  the  river  and 
creek  having  been  thrown  up  by  the  high  water  of 
the  preceding  day.  Several  were  in  the  creek  half  fill- 
ed with  water  and  ice.  I called  on  gen.  Smyth  and 
proposed  to  occupy  part  of  those  boats  with  my  vo- 
lunteers many  of  whom  were  impatient  to  embark. 
Being  however  at  this  mpment  informed  by  colonel 
Porter,  that  the  boats  which  had  been  used  by  col. 
Winder,  were  lying  about  a mile  below,  major  Cha- 
pin and  myself,  with  about  thirty  men,  went 
down  the  shore,  brought  up  five  boats,  fjlled  them 
with  men,  and  arrived  at  Black  Rock,  the  point  from 
which  it  was  proposed  to  put  off,  as  soon  as  any  of 
the  regular  troops.  At  about  two  o’clock  all  the 
troops  which  it  appeared  were  intended  to  be  cross- 
ed at  first,  were  collected  in  a group  of  boats  at  Black 
Rock  under  the  coVer  of  our  batteries.  I have  seen 
no  official  account  of  the  number  of  men  in  the  boats. 
My  opinion  was  that  the  number  exceeded  two 
thousand.  Most  men  of  observation  estimated  it  at 
two  thousand  six  hundred.  The  men  were  in  fiu^ 
spirits  and  desirous  of  crossing. 

General  Tunnehill’s  volunteers,  col.  F.  M’Cluve’s 
regiment,  some  riflemen,  cavalry,  &.c.  amounting  to 
about  two  thousand,  were  still  paraded  on  the  shore, 
and,  as  I have  been  informed,  were  ready  to  cross. 
Several  boats,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  cany  about  one 
thousand  men  were  still  lying  at  the  navy  yard  unoc- 
cupied. I have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  any  order 
or  request  was  made  for  the  embarkation  of  any  of 
the  troops  other  than  the  regulars  and  colonel  Swift’s 
regiment.  The  enemy,  estimated  at  about  five  hun- 
dred, were  drawn  up  in  a line  about  half  a mile  from 
the  river. 

After  remaining  in  the  boats  till  late  in  the  after- 
noon, an  order  was  received  to  disembark.  It  pro- 
duced among  the  officers  and  men  generally  great, 
discontent  and  murmuring,  which  was  however,  In 
some  degree  allayed  by  assurances  that  the  exped’- 
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ti<jn  was  only  postponed  for  a short  time,  until  our 
boats  could -be  better  prepared. 

On  Sunday  another  order  was  issued  by  general 
Smyth  for  the  march  of  the  troops  to  the  navy  yard 
to  embark  at  9 o’clock,  on  Monday  morning’.  I was 
at  Buffalo  when  it  was  received,  and  found  that  it 
was  generally,  as  to  time  and  manner  disapproved 
by  the  officer  of  the  Volunteers.  I saw  gen.  Smyth, 
in  the  evening  at  Black  Rock,  with  colonel  Winder, 
and  stated  my  objections  to  his  plan.  The  enemy 
had  remounted  his  guns  on  the  batteries,  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  inexpedient  to  cross  at  the  favorable  point 
which  had  been  taken  on  Saturday,  above  the  island 
.that  covers  the  navy  yard.  Immediately  below  the 
island,  the  enemy  lay  in  force,  much  augmented  in 
consequence  of  the  affair  of  Saturday,  occupying  a 
line  of  shore  about  a mile,  where  the  current  is  ra- 
pid and  the  banks  abrupt.  I did  not  believe  it  possi- 
ble to  effect  a landing  with  raw  troops,  in  any  to- 
lerable order,  if  at  all,  in  the  face  of  the  flying  ar- 
tillery and  infantry,  which  a full  view  of  our  move- 
ments in  the  day  time  would  enable  them  to  oppose 
to  us.  I proposed  to  postpone  the  expedition  to 
night — to  march  ami  embark  the  troops  silently — to 
put  off  about  an  hour  ami  a half  before  day  light,  so 
as  to  pass  this  dangerous  line  of  shore  in  the  dark, 
when  we  should  suffer  less  from  their  fire,  and  to 
land  about  five  miles  below  the  navy  yard,  where  the 
stream  and  the  hanks  of  the  river  w ere  peculiarly 
favorable  to  a safe  and  orderly  landing.  Col.  Win- 
der seconded  my  proposal  with  great  earnestness  and 
force ; and  it  was  adopted.  The  army  \Vas  to  em- 
bark at  3 o’clock  oa  Tuesday  morning  and  to  pro- 
ceed at  half  past  four,  according  to  the  order  of  a 
line  of  battle  submitted  a few  days  before  by  gene- 
ral Smyth — the  regulars  on  the  right,  or  in  the  front 
boats  ; general  Tannehill’s  troops  in  the  centre,  and 
the  New -York  volunteers  on  the  left.  I was  to  go  in 
the  front  boat  with  a chosen  set  of  men,  direct  the 
banding,  and  join  the  New7 -York  volunteers  on  their 
arrival. 

On  Monday  evening  seven  boats  for  col.  Swift’s 
regiment,  and  eight  for  the  late  volunteers,  were 
brought  some  distance  up  the  river,  and  left  at  dif- 
ferent points  to  avoid  the  noi%e  and  confusion  of  em- 
barking the  whole  army  at  one  place.  At  half  past 
3,  on  Tuesday  morning  the  eight  boats  were  filled 
with  volunteers  (col.  Swift’s  regiment  being  higher 
up)  and  dropped  down,  taking  their  stations  above 
the  navy  yard.  On  our  arrival  I found  that  about 
one  half  of  the  artillery  (a  corps  which  has,  on  every 
occasion  while  on  the  lines,  shown  great  exactness  of 
discipline,  promptitude  and  zeal  for  the  service,) 
had  embarked,  and  the  residue  were  embarking. — 
Not  a man  of  the  regular  infantry  was  in  the  boats 
for  about  half  an  hour,  when  col.  Winder’s  regiment 
etitered  their  boats  with  great  order  and  silence. 

About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  this,  the  re- 
fraining regulars  commenced  the  embarkation,  when 
I dropped  down  to  the  front  of  the  line,  with  a flag 
in  my  boat  to  designate  it  as  the  leading  boat.  I was 
accompanied  by  majors  Cvrenius  Chapin  and  John 
W.  Macomb,  capt.  Mills  of  the  cavalry,  adjutant 
Chaoe,  and  quarter-master  Chaplin,  two  pilots  and 
about  twenty-five  volunteers  from  Buffalo,  under 
lieut.  Haynes. 

I mention  tire  names  of  these  gentlemen  because 
they  had  the  day  before  decidedly  objected  to  pas- 
sing* at  the  proposed  point  by  day  light,  but  when 
day  light  appeared,  and  one  of  the  men  raised  some 
difficulty  on  that  account,  he  was  induced  to  remain, 
and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  incur  the  addition- 
al hazard,  and  patiently  wait  the  order  of  the  gene- 
ral to  put  off.  At  day  light  we  discovered  the  troops 
df^ejfybarfcntg,  and  were  hi  formed  drat  rke  inversion 


ot  Canada  had  been  abandoned  for  this  season,  and 
that  the  troops  were  ordered  to  winter  quarters.  A 
scene  of  confusion  ensued  which  is  difficult  to  de- 
scribe. About  4000  men  without  order  or  restraint 
discharging  their  muskets  in  every  direction. 

About  one  thousand  volunteers  came  in  under  gew. 
Smyth’s  proclamation  ; tmt  owing  to  the  state  of 
the  roads,  which  was  bad  beyond  example,  many 
did  not  arrive  until  after  the  first  of  December. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  form  any  estimate  of  the 
number  of  troops  embarked  at  any  one  time  this 
morning ; it  was  scarcely  light  and  I was  at  one  end 
of  a line  of  boats  occupying  the  distance  of  half  a 
mile.  When  the  volunteers  first  arrived  at  the  navy 
yard  and  it  was  found  that  the  regular  troop-  had 
not  yet  appeared,  their  officers  were  instructed  tr> 
permit  them  to  land  and  keep  themselves  warm  by 
exercise,  as  the  boats  were  covered  with  snow  which 
had  fallen  during  the  night ; but  they  were  instruct- 
ed not  to  leave  the  side  of  the  boats,  that  they  might 
immediately  re-enter. 

PETF.U  B.  PORTER, 
j Black-Rock,  December  14,  1812. 

NAVAL. 

The  late  West  India  papers  received,  ben!* 
ample  testimony  of  the  activity  of  our  privateer* 
which  are  “ here , there  and  every  where”  assaiiing- 
the  vitals  of  the  enemy,  in  destroying  his  commerce. 

We  learn  from  credible  authority  £says  a New- 
York  paper]  that  when  captain  Carden  went  on  board 
the  United  States,  to  surrender  his  sword,  he  was 
very  dejected,  and  repeatedly  observed,  that  he  was 
a ruined  man,  all  his  hopes  of  honor  and  fortune  weife 
blasted — “ Why  so,  sir  ?”  observed  commodore  Do- 
ca^ur — “ This  is  the  first  instance  of  one  of  H.  R 
majesty’s  ships  striking  to  a vessel  of  similar  grade, 
and  my  mortification  is  insupportable,”  said  captain 
C. — Pardon  me,  sir,  (said  the  commodore)  one  of  If- 
B.  majesty’s  ships,  the  Guerriere,  struck  her  colors 
the  other  day  to  the  Constitution.” ^Captain  Cardert,  * 
in  the  most  rapturous  manner,  seized  both  of  com- 
modore Decatur’s  hands,  and  exclaimed,  “then  I am 
safe.”  After  this  much  familiar  ajid  friendly  conver- 
sation took  phee,  and  captain  Carden  appeared  not 
to  want  his  usual  flow  of  spirits. 

Generosity  of  American  tars . — In  the  action  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Macedonian,  one  of  the 
carpenter’s  crew  was  killed,  and  left  three  children 
at  the  merey  of  the  world  and  a worthless  mother 
who  had  abandoned  them.  Yesterday  the  father  of 
the  deceased  went  aboard  the  frigate  to  claim  the 
property  and  wages  of  his  son,  when  an  enquiry  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  family  took  place  and  a 
plan  was  agreed  upon  by  the  seamen  for  the  relief  of 
the  orphans, and  two  dollars  a piece  was  immediately 
subscribed,  amounting  to  about  eight  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the 
bereaved  infants,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  suita- 
ble trustees  for  the  purpose.  f JY.  Y.  Col 

“ Dear  allies.”  The  British  have  sent  considera- 
ble quantities  of  naval  stores  to  their  Algerine  allies, 
to  equip  their  ships  for  depredating  on  American 
vessels.  Thus  is  a “triple  alliance”  formed  against 
the  United  States — Savages,  Britons  and  Algerine?, 
The  British  editors  are  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  the  Guerriere  was  the  first  British  frigate  th^it 
America  has  taken  from  them.  The  Fox,  of  32  guns 
was  captured  by  the  Hancock , captain  Manly,  iii 
1778  ; and  the  Serupis,  carrying  56  guns,  was  taken 
by  Paul  Jones  in  the  Good  Man  Richard,  of  36  guns; 
under  great  disadvantages  and  with  a reduced  crew. 

It  is  stated  that  capt.  Dacres,  on  his  return  to  Ha* 
lifax,  being  reflected  upon  by  his  brother  officers, 
has  quarreled  with  five,  fought  t-wo,  and  killed  ow?, 
(capt.  Stu^kpete  of  the  Statfra)  In  a dtiel*  It  fc  fifr- 
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ther  said,  that  the  admiral  finding  that  capt.  Bacres, 
with  his  life,  would  support  the  necessity  of  his  sur- 
render to  Yankee  skill  and  courage,  has  arrested 
and  prudently  sent  him  home. 

The  frigate  Adams,  rebuilt  and  lengthened  15  feet, 
was  launched  at  the  navy -yard,  Washington,  on  the 
24 tli  ult.  The  greater  part  of  her  seamen,  we  be- 
lieve, are  already  entered*  and  slie  will  forthwith  be 
sent  to  sea,  under  the  command  of  capt.  Morris. — j 
She  rates  32  guns. 

A resolution  has  been  introduced  into  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  to  present  a superb  emblema- 
tical silver  Urn,  to  com.  Decatur , with  the  thanks 
of  the  commonwealth,  for  his  late  victory  over  the 
British  frigate  Macedonian. 

A Portuguese  indiaman,  off  Porto  Rico,  fired 
upon  the  privateer  Governor  Tompkins,  of  New- 

York the  latter  returned  the  salute,  captured 

the  ship  and  made  the  master  pay  for  the  shot  he 
-had  expended ! after  which  she  was  released. 

The  Poictiers  of  74  guns,  with  the  Acasta  and 
Maidstone  frigates,  and  the  sloop  of  war,  Sappho, 
are  still  off  the  capes  of  Virginia — yet  our  vessels  go 
in  and  out  freely  ; but  a few  are  captured. 

Of  the  wounded  on  board  the  Macedonian  frigate, 
it  is  said  only  fifteen  will  survive  ! 

The  freedom  of  the  city  of  New- York,  was  present- 
ed in  great  style,  to  captain  Hull,  at  the  City  Hall, 
on  the  28th  ultimo,  in  a gold  box,  richly  set  with 
emeralds,  representing  the  action  between  the 
Constitution  und  Guerriere.  We  have  not  room  for 
the  particulars  of  the  ceremony  this  week. 

A London  editor  has  discovered  that  commodore 
Rodgers'  real  name  is  Gray,  that  he  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  is  by  trade  a baker . This,  we  sup- 
pose, is  preparatory  to  trying  him  for  a traitor , as  a 
4‘  natural  born  subject  of  his  majesty,”  if  they  catch 
him.  It  is  strange  that  this  man  is  so  much  hated  by 
aR  the  English.  Maryland  is  proud  to  own  him  for 
her  son. 


Proclamation. 

By  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  l Tales,  Regent  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty , a Pro- 
clamation. 

George  p.  r. 

Whereas  we  are  informed  that  great  numbers  of 
mariners  and  seafaring  men,  his  majesty’s  natural 
bom  subjects,  are  in  the  service  of  divers  foreign 
rfnees  and  states,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  majesty’s 
ingdom  : and  whereas  attempts  may  be  made  to 
seduce  some  of  bis  majesty’s  subjects,  contrary  to 
their  allegiance  and  duty  to  his  majesty,  to  enter  on 
board  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  or  other  ships  or  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
with  intent  to  commitjhostilities  against  his  majesty 
or  his  subjects,  or  otherwise  to  adhere  or  give  aid 
or  comfort  to  his  majesty’s  enemies  upon  the  sea; 
now  we,  m order  that  none  of  his  majesty’s  subjects 
may  ignorantly  incur  the  guilt  and  penalties  of  such 
breaches  of  their  allegiance  and  duty,  have  thought 
it  necessary  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  ma- 
jesty, and  by  and  with  the-  advice  of  his  majesty’s 
privy  council,  to  publish  this  proclamation,  hereby 
notifying  and  declaring  that  all  persons,  being  his 
majesty’s  subjects,  who  shall  enter  or  serve,  or  he 
found  oil  board  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  or  other 
ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  intent  to  commit  hostilities  against 
his  majesty  or  his  subjects,  or  who  shall  otherwise 
adhere  or  give  aid  or  comfort  to  his  majesty’s  ene- 
mies upon  tlxe  sea,  will  thereby  become  liable  to 


suffer  the  pains  of  death,  ami  all  other  pains  and 
penalties  of  high  treason  and  piracy  * and  we  do 
hereby  declare,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  majesty,  our  intention  and  firm  resolution  to 
proceed  against  all  such  offenders  according  to  Taw. 

Given  at  the  Court  at  Carlton  House  the  25th 
Oct.  1812,  and  in  the  53d  of  his  majesty’s  reign. 


Perpetual  Motion. 

It  has  excited  the  surprize  of  several  readers  that 
we  have  maintained  a studied  silence  as  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  perpetual  motion,  claimed  by  Mr. 
Readhscffer  of  Pennsylvania.  We  received  from  va- 
rious quarters,  the  most  positive  assurances  as  to 
the  justice  of  his  high  and  honorable  pretension  ; — 
while  others,  on  whose  opinion  we  also  very  much 
relied,  requested  we  might  suspend  all  publications 
on  the  matter  until  the  principles  of  the  machine  were 
better  ascertained.  It  appears,  that  a little  model  of 
Readh  offer’s  machine,  made  by  Mr.  Lukens  of  Phila- 
delphia, fully  tests  the  correctness  of  the  principles 
tile  discoverer  claims,  having  been  in  motion  seve- 
ral d*ays,  self-produced  and  continual.  For  the 
mere  mention  of  this  important  fact  we  notice  the 
discovery  at  this  time,  as  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, always  on  the  alert  to  promote  the  good  of 
society,  have  appointed  a committee  of  scientific 
gentlemen,  “ to  examine  and  report  the  principles 
of  the  machine  invented  by  Mr.  R.”  Mr.  Duane , 
editor  of  the  Aurora,  who  had  the  honor  first  to  an- 
nounce this  discovery  to  the  world,  speaking,  of 
the  model  above  alluded  to,  says — 

“Air.  Lukens  was  one  of  those  who  doubted  the 
reality  of  spontaneous  motion  produced  by  such 
means,  and  he  undertook  to  test  the  principles  by 
experiment ; he  understood  the  inventor’s  explana- 
tions, and  the  manner  of  their  application,  and  has 
applied  them,  and  has  had  tiie  justice  to  acknow- 
ledge the  conviction  of  his  first  error  ; some  hun- 
dreds of  citizens  have  seen  this  second  machine  ; 
and  it  remains  now  with  the  logicians  and  logger- 
heads — the  mathematicians  and  the  meritricians— to 
open  new  batteries  of  folly  and  prejudice,  and  array 
all  the  artillery  of  paradox — to  batter  down  the  solid 
foundations  off  common  sense.” 


British  Paper  Money. 

The  price  of  gold  in  England,  to  be  paid  for  in 
bank  notes,  is  51.  8s.  per  oz. ; the  guinea,  therefore, 
sells  for  30s.  It  is  admitted  by  all  hands,  “that  the 
scarcity  of  money  becomes  every  day  more  inconve- 
nient”— and  the  Morning  Chronicle,  a London  min- 
isterial paper,  says  “ every  pound  sterling  ive  have 
to  pay , even  to  our  troops  abroad,  costs  us  thirty  shil- 
lings. Cobbeii  says,  that  the  dearness  of  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  life  is  complained  of — but,  he  tells  us,  “if 
a guinea  be  worth  30s.  a load  of  wheat  which  sells 
for  301.  does  in  fact  only  sell  for  201.  and  so  on  with 
other  tilings.”  Great  industry  is  practised  in  ail 
parts  of  the  country  to  purchase  and  lay  up,  for  the 
times  that  are  coming,  every  description  of  specie 
— gold  and  silver.  “ There  is  an  idea  of  calling  in, 
and  paying  in  bank  notes,  for  all  the  plate  in  the 
kingdom.”  But  this  would  afford  no  relief,  as  the 
whob  would  be  swallowed  up  by  the  mighty  mass 
of  paper,  supposing-  it  were  completely  effected. — - 
An  awful  crisis,  long-  looked  for,  and  feared  even  by 
the  enemies  of  the  British  government,  is  approach- 
ing-. It  has  been  matter  of  wonder  how  the  public 
credit  was  sustained  ; for  the  whole  amoiuvt  of  the 
circulating  paper  medium  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land is  more  than  fvc  thousand  millions  of  dollars  and 
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the  tVhdle  value  of  the  specie  and  plate,  hoarded  and 
in  circulation,  is  probably  below  one  hundred  and. 
Jiffy  millions.  The  continent  is  full  of  English  gui- 
neas— they  circulate  more  freely  in  Paris  than  in 
London ; indeed,  in  the  latter  it  is  a rarity  to  see 
one  except  as  u pocket-piece ; while  in  the  f ormer 
’ they  are  abundant,  Bonaparte  having  cunningly  per- 
mitted the  exportation  of  grain,  Sec.  for  the  express 
purpose  of  draining  his  enemy  of  the  precious  me- 
tal and  depreciating  his  paper  credit,  lie  has  ef- 
fected his  objects  ; and  all  the  specie  in  Europe, 
poured  into  the  hip  of  the  British  ministry,  would 
not  give  confidence  to  their  substitutes  for  money. 
Stocks  of  all  kinds  are  greatly  depressed,  though 
paper  is  plentiful  enough  to  purchase  them.  The 
Bunk  of  England  notes,  compared  with  specie,  are 
nearly  forty-three  per  cent . under  par*  They  have 

therefore,  depreciated  about  20  per  cent,  in  like  last 
six  months. 


The  Patriotism  of  the  Fair. 

The  ladies  of  the  small  town  of  Poultney,  Vermont, 
associated  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  knitting 
socks  and  mittens  for  such  of  the  citizens  of  that 
place  as  had  been  called  into  the  service  of  their 
country,  which  were  duly  presented  with  the  fol- 
lowing address: 

To  the  patriots  and  citizens,  soldier .?  of  Vermont , com- 
manded by  gen.  Ormes,  now  on  the  lines , or  in  Canada. 

Although  destined  by  the  God  of  nature  for  duties 
less  arduous  than  man,  we  have  not  been  denied  the 
blessed  gift  of  patriotism,  and  a love  of  that  freedom 
at  whose  shrine  our  fathers  have  sacrificed  their  days 
of  youth,  and  to  obtain  which  so  much  blood  has 
crimsoned  tlie  earth.  Impressed  with  these  senti- 
ments, we  can  but  admire,  and  in  our  hearts  praise 
the  rekindled  spirit  which  has  led  to  you  to  imitate 
the  fathers  of  freedom,  the  founders  of  that  gigantic 
republic  whose  first  pillar  was  raised  amidst  oppres- 
sion, tyranny  and  corruption,  and  boldly,  to  step 
forth  in  defence  of  the  rig’htsof  man,  your  country’s 
dignity  and  all  that  is  endearing*  to  the  patriot  and 
soldier — that  you  must  suffer  hardships,  the  history 
of  former  days  has  taught  us,  amidst  cold  sleeting 
rains,  drifting  snows,  in  the  most  rigorous  of  sea- 
sons, and  in  a country  where  the  cold  is  scarcely  sup- 
portable when  all  the  comforts  of  life  are  at  com- 
mand, what  sufferings  must  a soldier’s  life  be  produc- 
tive of?  If  the  few  mittens  and  socks  which  we  have 
prided  ourselves  in  knitting,  can  in  any  wise  promote 
your  comfort,  the  wish  of  our  hearts  will  be  accom- 
plished. Wrongs,  indignities  and  national  honor 
ire  your  breasts,  and  spur  you  on  to  revenge  ; may 
the  God  of  war  smile  on  the  just  cause,  and  crown 
yt>u  with  victorious  laurels  ! 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  ladies  of  Poultnev, 

SALLY  M.  WATSON,  ' V ^ 
ESTHER  KENNE,  o 

BETSEY  M.  WIT1IERELL,  l I 
PARLEY  CRUTTENDEN,  j 2. 
LAURE  MASEON,  1 

HARRIOT  S PRAGUE,  j ? 
Poultney,  Vt.  Nov.  11,  1812. 


Proceedino's  of  Congress. 

O o 

Tlie  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  house 
of  representatives  on  Wednesday  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  cancel  the  merchants  bonds . 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Bacon,  Baker,  Bigelow, 
Bleecker,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, Burweli,  Calhoun, 
Carr,  Champion,  Cheves,  Chittenden,  Cook,  Daven- 
port, Ely,  Etjjott,  FiWhxGoJd,  Goldsborougii,  Gray, 


Green,  Huftv,  Jackson,  Kent,  Law,  Lewis,  Lowndes, 
\PBryde,  M‘Kim,  Milnor,  Mitchell,  Mostly > Nelson, 
Newbold,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Quin- 
cy, Randolph,  Read,  Richardson, Ridge lv,  Robertson, 
ltodman,  Sammons,  Sawyer,  Sevbert,  Sheffey,  Stan- 
ford, Stuart,  Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadgc, 
Tracy,  Turner,  Van  Courtlandt,  Wheaton,  White, 
Williams,  Widgery  and  Wilson — 64. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett, 
Bartlett,  Bassett,  Illackledge,  Boyd,  Brown,  Butler, 
Clay,  Cochran,  Cloplon,  Condit,  Crawford,  Davis, 
Dawson,  Desha,,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Findly,  Fisk, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grundy,  Hall  of  N.  H. 
Hall,  of  Georgia,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hyncman,  Johnson, 
King*,  La  cock,  Little,  Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore,- 
M*Coy,  M‘Kee,  Morgan,  Morrow,  New,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pond,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane, 
Roberts,  Sage,  Seaver,  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith, 
Strong,  Tulliaferro,  Troup,  and  Whitehall— 61. 

The  senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  of 
this  bill  proposed  by  the  house ; and  it  only  requires 
the  signature  of  the  president, to  become  a law. 

The  senate  have  before  them  a bill,  for  the  better 
organization.  Sec.  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

House  of  Representatives,  Thursday , Pec.  24. — A 
bill  was  reported  by  the  military  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  “in  addition  to  the  Act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” the  object  of  which  is  to  raise,  in  addition  to 
the  present  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  twenty  regiments  of  infantry,  to  be  enlisted 
for  one  year,  unless  soon  discharged.  The  last  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  goes  to  repeal  the  act  “authorising 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  or- 
ganize certain  volunteer  military  corps,”  and  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  same  act. 

Another  bill  is  reported  by  the  same  committee  to 
amend  the  existing  laws  relating  to  the  army,  one 
object  of  which  is  to  increase  the  bounty  enlistments; 
another  to  authorise  the  appointment  of  an  addition- 
al major  to  each  regiment,  and  a third  lieutenant 
and  an  additional  sergeant  to  each  troop  or  company 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

After  transacting  some  minor  business,  the  house 
adjourned  till  Monday,  when  the  engrossed  joint  re- 
solution of  approbation  and  thanks  to  Hull , Decatur , 
and  Jones  was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  senate.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  the  house 
was  engaged  in  discussing  the  above  mentioned 
bills — the  principles  of  which,  for  increasing  die 
officers  and  raising  the  bounty  to  $ 40,  was  settled 
by  the  yeas  and  nays  on  engrossing  the  same  for  a 
third  reading — which  were  as  follows — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,  BacQiij 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Blackledge,  Brown, 
Burweli,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Can*,  Cheves,  Clay,  Coch- 
ran, Olopton,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Davis,  Desha,  Dins- 
more,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Goldsborough, 
Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes, 
Uyneman,  Kent,  King,  Lacock,  Little,  Lyle,  Macon, 
Moore,  M‘Coy,  M‘Kee,  Mitchell,  Morrow,  New, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Rich- 
ardson, Robertson,  Itlica,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage, 
Sammons,  Sevier,  Sevbert,  G.  Smith,  Taliaferro, 
Tracv,  Troup,  Turner,' Wlutehill,  Williams,  Widge- 
ry, Winn — 70. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Boyd, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Da- 
venport, Ely,-  Emott,  Gold,  Gray,  Hufty,  Jackson, 
Law,  Lewis,  Maxwell,  M'Bryde,  Mosely,  Newbold,- 
Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rigely,  ltodman,  Slieffy,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart, Tailmadge,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson — 37. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  other 
bill,  which  goes  to  raise  an  additional  regular  force 
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of  20,000  men  for  one  year  [making1  55,000  in  the 
whole]  unless  sooner  discharged,  with  a bounty  of 
16  dollars — a motion  made  to  postpone  its  considera- 
tion till  Monday  next  was  negatived — 71  to  44 — when 
the  business  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Fin  die  v,  who 
announced  the  decease  of  his  venerable  colfeague, 
John  Smilie,  esq.  a member  of  the  house  and  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations.  Messrs. 
Findley,  Lyle , Brorv?i,  Roberts,  Davis,  Lacoch  and 
ffynetnan  were  appointed  a committee  to  superintend 
his  funeral,  and  the  customary  badge  of  mourning 
Ireing  directed,  the  house  adjourned. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  270. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

‘•'And  not  a sail  without  permission  spreads  !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

306.  Brig  Two  Brothers,  sent  into  New-York,  by 
the  Benjamin  Franklin  privateer. 

307.  Brig  Active,  of  ten  guns — valuable — sent 
into  Charleston,  S.  C.  by  the  High  Flyer  of  Balti- 
more. 

308.  Brig , sent  into  Portland,  by  a letter 

of  marque  brig  from  that  port  for  France. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Paul  Hamilton,  Esq.  has  resigned  the  office  of 
Sbcretam/  of  the  JYavy . 

The  famous  Russian  general,  Prince  Bagration, 
has  died  of  his  wounds  received  at  the  great  battle 
near  Moscow. 

Notwithstanding  the  harvest  in  Great  Britain  was 
•s  good  as  usual,  the  price  of  bread  has  advanced. — 
The  manufacture  of  starch  from  corn  is  prohibited, 
and  the  brewers  are  ordered  to  use  sugar  instead  of 
grain. 

We  have  some  little  shreds  of  news  from  the  Spa- 
nish main.  Miranda  has  been  sent  to  Spain,  to  meet 
the  rewards  of  lus  double  treason.  In  consequence 
of  the  cruel  proceedings  of  the  archbishop  and  vice- 
roy of  Mexico,  general  insurrection  is  again  the  or- 
der of  the  day  in  all  the  countries  over  which  he 
had  sway.  Carthagena  is  in  possession  of  the  inde- 
pendents, and  they  have  gained  some  important  ad- 
vantages. Success  to  them ! 

The  advances  of  Massena  in  Spain  have  compelled 
lord  Wellington  to  raise  the  siege  of  Burgos.  We 
have  nothing  important  from  Russia  since  our  last ; 
but  give  it  as  our  unqualified  opinion  that  the  war 
in  that  country  is  at  an  end. 

Kingston,  Jamaica,  has  suffered  much  from  an. 
earthquake  that  violently  shook  it  on  the  morning  of 
the  ,11th  November.  Many  houses  were  thrown 
clown  and  several  lives  lost. 

Hied  a few  days  since  in  Orange  county  N.  Y.  Ge- 
neral James  Clinton,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age — a 
soldier  of  the  revolution,  much  esteemed  for  his 
public  services  and  private  virtues. 

The  legislature  of  New-Or leans  refused  to  confirm 
the  nomination  of  general  Posey  as  one  of  the  sena- 
tors of  that  state  in  congress,  and  elected  Janies 
Brown,  Esq. — The  votes  were  for  Mr.  Brown  26 — 
for  general  Posey  16.  They  also  (23  to  16)  appoint- 
ed three  electors  of  a president  and  vice-president 
of  the  United  States,  who  have  voted  for  Messrs. 
^Madison  and  Gerry. 

The  number  of  votes  given  in  for  governov  at  the 
recent  election  in  Ohio,  was  about  20,000,  of  which 
Return  J.  Meigs  had  11,850,  and  Thomas  Scott  7,903. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  chosen  representa- 
tives to  the  thirteenth  congress  from  thy  state  of 
tihio:  Joint  M’Leai>,  John  Alexander,  D.mrcan 


M*  Arthur,  James  Kilbourn,  and  JohnS.  Edwards; 
all  republicans. 

Contrary  to  the  fact,  as  stated  in  the  last  Register, 
the  legislature  of  New-IIampshire  has  adjourned 
without  electing  a senator  of  the  United  Stales.  To 
make  the  choice  requires  a concim'tnt  vote.  The 
senate  had  7 republicans  and  5 federalists.  One  or 
the  majority  preferred  a different  man  to  the  one  se- 
lected by  lus  colleagues  ; and,  the  minority,  by  join- 
ing him,  prevented  a choice,  the  vote  being  6 and  G. 

Mr.  Madison  is  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  for  four  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  by' 
a majority  of  39  votes — and  Mr.  Gerry  Vice-Presi- 
dent, for  the  like  term,  by  a majority- of  41  votes. 
The  majorities  would  have  been  40  and  42,  respec- 
tively, bad  not  the  sickness  of  one  of  the  Ohio  elec- 
tors prevented  his  attendance,  at  tire  time  and  place 
appointed.  Particulars  hereafter. 

The  election  for  members  of  congress  in  Vermont 
has  been  very  closely  contested,  owing,  as  it  is  al- 
leged, to  the  absence  of  the  volunteers — We  learn 
the  six  republican  members  have  been  chosen  by  a, 
majority  of  from  one  hundred  to  four. 

In  New-York,  it  is  stated,  that  eighteen  federalists' 
have  been  chosen — the  accounts  are  contradictory. 

Our  trade  to  France  is  assuming  great  activity, 
and  arrivals  are  frequent — but  we  hear  no  news  of  im- 
portance. Bonaparte  was  at  Moscow  on  the  12th 
of  Oct.  re-establishing  that  city,  where  the  theatres 
were  opened,  and  said  to  be  numerously  attended. 
A conspiracy  at  Paris  is  spoken  of,  which,  being  dis- 
covered, brought  several  persons  to  the  scaffold. 

dj*  After  presenting  the  compliments  of  the  sea- 
son to  his  very  numerous  patrons,  and  assuring  them 
that  he  enters  upon  the  year  1813  with  a renewed 
desire  to  increase  the  value  of  this  highly  favored 
work,  the  editor  respectfully  subjoins  the  condi- 
tions on  which  it  is  published,  the  season  being  fit- 
ted to  the  subject : . 

The  Weekly  Register  issues  every  Saturday — it 
makes  52  numbers  of  16  pages  each,  or  two  heavy 
volumes,  per  annum  no  extra  charge  is  made  for 
supplements,  as  is  customary  with  works  of  this  kind, 
and  a voluminous  appendix  will  be  gratuitously  pre- 
sented to  close  the  third  volume.  The  price  is  $5 
per  annum,  payable  in  advance.  The  Registeii  first 
appeared  on  the  7th  of  Sept.  1811 — the  second  vo- 
lume commenced  on  the  5th  of  March,  1812 — the 
third,  or  present  volume,  Sept.  5.  Subscribers  must 
begin  with  a volume — and  may  be  furnished  from 
the  commencement  of  either  ; but  the  first  volume, 
which  lias  been  reprinted  at  a great  expense,  will 
not  be  disposed  of  but  to  those  who  pay  10$,  being 
the  subscription  of  the  last  and  present  year.  If 
any  complete  files  should  remain  on  hand  after  the 
termination  of  the  third  volume,  the  payment  of 
15$,  or  three  years  subscription  in  hand,  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  obtain  them  ; — being  18  months  subscrip- 
tion for  the  volumes  delivered,  and  the  same  in  ad- 
vance. The  editor  insures  the  safe  carriage  of  the 
Register  by  the  mails,  by  making  up  deficiencies, 
being  informed  of  them  free  of  expense. 

The  editor  respectfully  requests  that  gentlemen 
acting  as  agents  for  this  work,  will  be  so  good  as 
immediately  to  furnish  the  names  of  those  who  have 
not  paid  the  last  year’s  subscription,  provided  the 
account  is  unclosed, and  the  same  have  not  been  trails* 
hutted,  that  the  due  discrimination  may  be  made, 
and  mistakes  avoided — as,  when  the  present  volume 
terminates,  the  papers  of  those  in  arrears  will  be 
stopped,  agreeably  to  a determination  sometime 
since  made  known.  Nor  will  the  appendix,  designed 
as  a free  gift  of  gratitude  to  punctual  subscribers,, 
be  del'iyered  to  others. 
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Legislature  of  Ohio. 

On  Wednesday  the  9th  ult.  the  governor  of  this  state 

delivered  to  the  legislature  the  following  speech. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate , and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives , 

It  lias  pleased  the  Great  Disposer  of  all  things,  that 
in  the  course  of  human  events,  you  are  convened  at 
this  time  under  circumstances  not  heretofore  expe- 
rienced in  this  state.  The  change  of  the  relations 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  their  ter- 
ritories, and  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  their  dependencies,  has  varied  our 
situation  and  produced  operations  in  which  t’*»  state 
of  Ohio  has  been  actively  interested. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  I received  a requisition  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  organize  and  march 
to  Detroit  a detachment  of  twelve  hundred  of  the 
militia  of  Ohio.  The  formation  of  the  corps  was 
rapidly  executed  by  the  patriotic  zeal  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  who  immediately  repaired  to  tlte  field,  and 
by  direction  of  the  President  the  command  was  de- 
livered  to  brigadier-general  Hull  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

The  result  of  the  expedition  in  which  those  troops 
were  employed  is  too  well  known,  and  too  painfully 
disastrous  to  relate. 

Yet,  gentlemen,  I have  the  consoling  assurance  (in 
which  you  cannot  but  proudly  participate)  that  those 
volunteers  of  Ohio,  performed  their  military  duties 
with  the  fortitude  and  courage  of  freemen,  contend- 
ing in  behalf  of  the  insulted  rights  of  their  country. 
Intermingled,  however,  with  this  consolation  are 
mournful  regrets  for  the  loss  of  several  brave  offi- 
cers and  gallant  soldiers, whose  lives  evinced  their  he- 
roism and  whose  deaths  were  sealed  in  live  devotion 
of  their  blood.  And  it  is  trusted  that  the  justice  of  the 
general  government  will  make  provision  for  these  de- 
pendent Relatives  whose  prospects  are  entombed,  and 
whose  losses  can  never  be  repaired  on  this  side  of 
the  grave.  While  our  army  lay  in  Canada  I was  pre- 
paring three  distinct  corps,  of  three  hundred  militia 
each,  destined  to  join  colonels  M£Arthur,  Findlay 
and  Cass,  as  augmentations  to  their  respective  regi- 
ments. A part  of  these  corps  had  reached  Urbana 
and  the  remainder  were  on  their  march,  when  the  un- 
looked-for intelligence  of  file  surrender  of  Detroit 
arrived.  The  inhabitants,  near  the  Indian  boundary 
line,  were  thus  suddenly  presented  with  an  immedi- 
ate prospect  of  savage  incursion. with  all  its.  attend- 
ant horrors.  Orders  were  speedily  transmitted  to 
the  frontier  commandants  of  brigades,  to  adopt  im- 
mediate measures  for  the  protection  of  all  within  the 
range  of  their  authority,  by  the  erection  and  occu- 
pancy of  block-houses  suitable  for  the  resort  of  con- 
tiguous inhabitants  which  might  associate  for  mutual 
defence.  These  orders  have  been  promptly  executed. 
Arms  and  ammunition  drawn  from  the  United  States’ 
arsenal  were  distributed  as  far  as  the  extent  of  my 
ability  and  authority  would  permit,  and  the  frontier 
great! y 're  1 ie ved  from  an  alarrqjihg  inquietude.  The 
design  of  augmenting  those  regiments  being, lost, 
objects  of  new  and  greater  magnitude  arose.  £e-ing 
called  on  by  the  secretary  at  war  to  aid  bv  every 
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means  within  the  executive  ] ow<  r of  the  stale,  two 
brigades  were  organized,  which  have  long  since  ta- 
ken the  field,  one  at  Fort  M'Arthur,  the  other  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  amounting  to  nearly  three  thou- 
sand. These  are  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  North-Western  armv, 
whose  talents  and  perseverance  are  presages  of  suc- 
cess. The  same  spirit  and  zeal  which  was  exhibited 
by  the  first  army  has  animated  t lie  second,  and  the 
recent  rencontres  at  the  rapids  of  Miami  have  done 
honor  to  the  troops  and  their  commanders.  When 
these  operations  commenced,  in  order,  as  far  as  prac- 
iic  able,  to  remove  the  reality  and  apprehension  of 
danger  from  the  exposed  frontier,  and  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  I called  to  one 
point  all  the  neighboring  Indians,  which  claimed  and 
deserve  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and 
placed  them  under  cautious  regulations  until  t lie  se- 
veral columns  of  the  army  should  have  advanced. 

Had  the  recommendation  made  at  the  last  session, 
relating  to  a provision  for  arms  and  ammunition  been 
adopted,  it  is  believed  that  no  abandonment  of  the 
frontiers  would  have  occurred — the  subject  is  again 
presented  for  your  consideration,  and  particularly  as 
concerns  the  equipment  of  cavalry,  of  which  there  is 
great  deficiency. 

During  the  current  year  I have  received  from  the 
United  States  about  three  thousand  stand  of  arms 
and  equipments  for  the  use  of  the  state,  some  of 
which  have  been  delivered  to  detachments  as  occa- 
sions demanded — it  Will  be  your  province  to  provide 
for  their  being  repaired,  distributed  and  preserved. 
Of  the  few  pieces  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  state, 
three  are  completely  mounted  and  harnessed,  and 
now  in  actual  service,  and  it  is  advisable  to  cause  the 
remaining  two  to  be  mounted  and  equipped. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  has  not  provided  a more  efficacious  system  i/f 
militia  organization,  discipline  and  duty— the  time 
is,  however,  now  arrived  when  the  militia  law  of  the 
state  will  deserve  your  improving  attention,  and  to 
vour  consideration  is  submitted  the  expediency  of 
authorising  by  law  the  formation  of  companies  of 
mounted  volunteers,  and  when  organized  to  be  held 
in  constant  readiness — and  to  be  bound  to  serve  not 
exceeding  a given  number  of  days.  When  occasion 
for  this  species  of  service  (with"  a definite  object  m 
view)  has  occurred,  so  much  time  has  unavoidably 
been  Consumed  in  associating— collecting  and  orga- 
nizing*— that  the  object  lias  been  lost,  the  movements 
not  sufficiently  sim  ultaneous— too  tardy  for  the  emer- 
gency. 

Every  government  must  necessarily  protect  itself 
by  all  constitution;.,!  and  legal  n1ean.s-**-everv  indivi- 
dual o tight,  according' to  the  laws,  to  contribute  his 
just  proportion  for  its  support.  Religious  tolerance 
is  an  amiable  principle  of  our  state  cOftstitut  ion— 
but  whether  that  principal  shall  be  extended  to  an 
exemption  from  the  duties  grow  ing  otit  of  the  social 
compact,  when  the  parts  form  the  \v hole,  and  the 
whole  are  bound  to  protect  all  the  parts-'-and  whe- 
ther personal  service  can,  with  justice  or  safety,  btt 
commuted  for  pecuniary  penalties  in  a tirtleof  va£, 
frontiered,  as  we  are,  is  with  you  to  decide. 

£Here  follov/s  several  paragraph!  strictly  focal  ] 


290  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER MEDAL  AND  PREMIUMS. 


„ Gentlemen , 

A new  and  important  period  has  occurred  in  the 
American  his  tor}'.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  been  driven  into  a necessarv  war  to  preserve  its 
undeniable  rights. 

A nation  to  be  free  must  possess  the  right  of  en- 
joying what  the  great  author  of  nature,  who  spread 
tiie  waters  upon  the  deep,  in  Ins  wisdom  had  design- 
ed. No  particular  nation  can  appropriate  to  itself 
that  in  which  every  other  has  the  natural  right  to  an 
equal  participation  ; nor,  with  justice,  arrogate  to 
itself  the  prerogative  of  a dominion  of  the  ocean. 

The  declaration  of  war,  is  but  a practical  renew- 
al of  the  declaration  of  independence,  in  which  ce- 
lebrated performance  .is  contained  a recital  of  many 
of  those  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression,  which 
caused  its  adoption  ; and  of  which  the  nation  again 
has  reason  to  complain,  and  which  a sense  of  dtity 
Urges  to  oppose  with  all  the  forces  in  the  union. 

Since  the  recent  pacific  overtures  for  adjustment 
and  the  candid  proffers  of  preliminary  arrangement, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  have  not  been  met 
with  correspondent  desires,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  as  it 
ought  to  be  reasonably  expected,  that  every  ener- 
getic means  will  be  urged  to  bring,  by  force,  the 
war  to  a just,  speedy  and  honorable  termination. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  ever 
with  an  unceasing  philanthropy,  and  great  expense, 
labored  to  civilize  the  savages  on  her  borders,  to  di- 
mmish the  ferociousness  of  their  natures,  to  culti- 
vate among  them  the  arts  of  peace,  to  estrange  them 
from  the  cruel  rites  of  Moloch,  and  to  inspire  them 
with  a true  knowledge  of  abeneficient  Deity. 

The  contrast  is  obvious,  on  the  ocean  your  im- 
pressed brethren  are  compelled  by  the  torturing  lash 
to  raise  their  unwilling  arms  against  the  country  of 
their  birth,  and  in  maritime  exile  drag  out  an  unhap- 
py existence.  On  the  west,  hordes  of  barbarians, 
stimulated  by  British  influence,  tare  alike  the  scalp 
from  the -mother,  and  the  infant  in  her  arms,  and  with 
relentless  fury  stain  the  land  of  freedom  with  the 
blood  of  her  sons. 

Thus  on  our  frontiers,  on  the  part  of  our  enemy, 
the  war  is  characterised  by  the  disgraceful  alliance 
of  pretended  civilization,  and  inexorable  barbrrity. 

Yet,  through  an  apparent  cloud  in  the  western 
horizon,  the  brighter  light  of  future  prospects  may 
be  rationally  anticipated,  nor  do  I deem  the  time  far 
distant  when  the  western  and  northern  boundary 
lines  of  the  state  shall  be  run  and  designated  as  pro- 
vided for  by  a law  of  the  United  States,  passed  the 
last  session  of  congress — and  a great  portion  of  the 
Indian  title  within  them  shall  be  extinguished,  and 
territorial  indemnification  acquired  from  the  heathen 
remit  ants  of  those  mighty  hosts  which  have  warred 
upon  us  without  reason  or  provocation. 

Situate  as  is  the  state  of  Ohio,  bordered  by  hostile 
tribes  and  British  possessions,  new  and  weighty  du- 
ties are  required.  The  man  who  would  desert  a just 
cause,  is  unworthy-,  to;  defend  it.  Let  us  banish  all 
rivalry,  beyond  that  honorable  emulation Nvhi'th  is 
devoted  to  the  public  weal,  and  redounds  tolls  be- 
nefit and  support;  let  no  man  shrink  from  his  duty 
in  whatever  station  the  law:-;  of  his  country  may 
liave  placed  him.  The  heroes  of  the  revolution— 
■where  are  they?  And  the  fathers  of  our  independence 
— do  they  live  forever-#.  No:  they  are  gone.  But 
from  new  emergencies  new  warriors  will  arise  and 
defend  the  heritage  of  their  ancestors — To  our  own 
exertions  let  us  add  a reliance  in  the  protective  arms 
of  Him  who  shaketh  the  foundations  of  the  earth, 
and  take th  up  the  Isles  as  a very  little  thing. 

‘ The  times  require  energy,  industry,  and  frugality ; 

and  as  none  can  better,  so  none  can  more  usefully 


exemplify  these  qualities  than  the  select  representa- 
tives of  a free  people. 

That  your  legislative  proceedings  may  be  honora- 
ble to  yourselves  and  beneficial  to  your  constituents, 
is  my  sincerest desire. 


Law  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  rr- 
mit  foies, forfeitures  and  penalties  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America , in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  in  all  cases' where  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  owned  by  a citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  have  been  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  which  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  were 
shipped  on  board  vessels  which  departed  therefrom 
between  the  twenty -third  day  of  June  last,  and  the 
fifteenth  dav  of  September  last ; and  the  person 
or  persons  interested  in  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
charJ'ze,  or  concerned  in  the  importation  thereof, 
have  fuereby  incurred  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture 
under  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  interdict  the  .commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for 
other  purposes  •”  and  an  act  entitled  “An  act  concern- 
ing the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  and  France,  and  their  de- 
pendencies, and  for  other  purposes  • ” and  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  last  mentioned,  on  such  person 
or  persons  petitioning  for  relief  to  any  judge  or  court 
proper  to  hear  the  same,  in  pursuance  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  miti- 
gating or  remitting  the  fines , forfeitures , and  penal- 
ties, in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned and  on  the 
facts  being  shewn,  on  enquiry  had  by  said  judge  or 
court  stated  and  transmitted  as  bv  said  act  is  re- 
quired, to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury ; in  all  such 
cases  wherein  it  shall  be  proved  to  his  satisfaction 
that  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  at  /the 
time  of  their  shipments  were  bona  fide  owned  by 
a citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  ship- 
ped and  did  depart  from  some  port  or  place  in.  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  owned 
as  aforesaid,  between  the  twenty -third  day  of  June 
last,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  last,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  remit  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  that  may  have, been 
incurred  under  the  said  acts,  in  consequence  of  such 
shipments,  importation  or  importations,  on  the  costs 
and  charges  that  have  arisen  or  may.  arise  being  paid, 
and  or.  payment  of  the  duties  which  would  have,  been 
payable  by  law,  on  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandise , 
if  legally  imported  / and  also  to  direct  the  prosecution 
or  prosecutions , if  any  shall  have  been  instituted  for 
the  recovery  thereof,  to  cease  and  be  discontinued  - 
Provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  case  in  which  the 
purchase  of  such  goods  wares  and  merchandise,  was 
made  after  war  was  known  to  exist,  between  the  U 
States  and  Great  Britain  at  the  port  or  place  where 
suchpurchase  was  made,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefits of  this  act. 


Medal  and  premiums. 

The  -following  message  from  the  president  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  23d 
ult.  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Quincy’s  motion  of  the 
16th,  noticed  ip  page  2.55. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  a Report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  complying  with;  their 
resolution  of  the  16th  inst.  JAMES  MADISON. 
December  23,  1812. 
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Navy  Department,  21st  Dec.  1812. 

; — on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  tl>e  honor- 

able the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  16th  inst. 
I have'  the  honor  to  state. 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  con* 
gross  of  the  third  March,  1805,  a gold  medal,  em- 
blematical of  the  attacks  on  the  town,  batteries  and 
naval  force  of  Tripoli,  by  the  squadron  under  com- 
modore Preble’s  command,  was  presented  to  com- 
modore Preble — in  the  manner  stated  in  the  enclos- 
ed letter  dated  May  17,  1806  : 

That  one  month's  pav  was  allowed,  “exclusively 
of  the  common  allowance,  to  all  the  petty  officers, 
seamen  and  marines  of  the  squadron,  who  so  glori- 
ously supported  the  honor  of  the  American  flag, 
under  the  orders  of  their  gallant  commander  in  the 
several  attacks.” 

That  no  sword  has  been  presented  to  either  of  the 
commissioned  officers  or  midshipmen,  who  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  several  attacks  : 

And  that  it  is  not  known  to  this  department  that 
there  ever  was  made  by  congress  a specific  appro- 
priation of  $20,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  resolution  referred  to  : 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
requests  the  president  to  cause  a sword  to  be  pre- 
sented to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers  and  mid- 
shipmen who  distinguished  themselves,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  president  saw  what  to  his  mind  ap- 
peared difficulties  of  great  delicacy,  from  the  pecu- 
liar language  of  the  resolution.  By  the  resolution 
he  was  requested  to  present  swords  to  such  onl)r  as 
had  distinguished  themselves  ; and  all  having  been 
represented  to  him  as  having  acted  gloriously,  he 
could  not  in  justice  draw  with  precision  a line  cf 
discrimination.  He  felt,  it  is  presumed,  a repug- 
nance to  the  making  of  a selection  which,  by  impli- 
cation, would  necessarily  have  cast  an  unmerited 
reproach  upon  all  not  therein  included.  A degra- 
dation of  that  kind  might  have  greatly  injured  the 
service  : and  could  not  possibly  have  been  grateful 
to  the  honorable  feelings  of  the  favored  officers. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect 
your  obedient  servant,  PAUL  HAMILTON. 

The  President. 

TO  COMMODORE  EDWARD  PREBLE. 

Navy  Department , May  17,  1806. 

Sir — In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  congress, 
of  the  3d  March,  1805,  requesting  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  a gold  medal  to  be  struck, 
emblematical  of  the  attacks  on  the  town,  batteries 
and  naval  force  of  Tripoli,  by  the  squadron  under 
your  command,  and  to  present  it  to  you  in  such  man- 
ner as  in  his  opinion  would  be  most  honorable  to  you  ; 
the  medal  which  will  herewith  be  delivered  to  you 
by  lieut.  Jones,  has  been  struck.  You  will  receive 


Mr.  Williams’  Speech. 

[The  following,  delivered  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives on  the  29th  ult.  by  Mr.  William* ?,  chair- 
man the  committee  on  military  affairs,  intro- 
ducing the  bill  to  increase  the  army,  is  so  excel- 
lent in  itself,  and  so  important  as  affording  a view 
of  the  designs  of  congress,  that  we  hasten  to  lay 
it  before  our  readers.  As  usual,  some  speech  in 
opposition  shall  be  inserted — probably  Mr.  Quin- 

C/.9.] 

Mr.  D.  I?s  Williams  said,  the  embarrassment 
which  he  felt  on  the  present  occasion,  was  not  of  an 
ordinary  kind — he  was  so  solemnly  inpressed  with 
the  importance  of  the  subject  before  the  committee, 
he  was  fearful  its  success  might  in  some  degree  de- 
pend on  lus  efforts  to  .sustain  it — and,  feeling  that 
the  interest,  perhaps  the  character  of  his  country 
might  be  committed  by  the  decision,  lie  was  humbled 
that  its  cause  could  not  by  him  be  more  ably  sup- 
ported. He  felt  however  some  confidence  from  tine 
circumstance  that  the  military  committee  was  enti- 
tled to  the  candor  of  the  house  ; because  it  had  not 
presented  mere  fragments  to  be  acted  on  in  detail, 
but  a system  on  which  to  rest  the  future  prosecution 
of  the  war.  An  explanation  of  its  merits,  from  the 
relation  in  which  he  stood  to  that  committee,  was 
probably  expected  of  him. 

Without  going  back  to  the  unavoidable  and  just 
causes  of  the  war  in  which  we  were  engaged,  lie 
would  presume  it  was  the  object  of  all  to  terminate 
it  successful!)*,  and  that  there  now  remained  no  other 
mode,  than  to  call  into  the  field  a force  adequate  to 
the  command  of  every  honorable  object.  The  force 
was  abundant  throughout  the  community,  to  secure, 
if  directed  with  skill,  spirit  and  enterprize,  our  de- 
fence every  where ; and,  hv  offence,  to  make  the 
enemy  feel  it  had  become  his  interest  to  abstain  from 
plunder  and  oppression. 

To  effect  the  first  great  object,  defence  of  the  ex- 
posed parts,  it  struck  him  as  of  primary  importance, 
that  the  whole  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United 
t States,  should  be  divided  into  military  districts; 
* [that  the  command  of  each  should  be  entrusted  to  an 
intelligent  officer,  who  should  have  under  his  com- 
mand. certain  portions  of  artillery  and  infantry  of 
the  regular  army — that  in  each  district,  there  should, 
be  a sufficient  number  of  cannon  mounted  on  tra- 
velling carriages,  which  could  be  rapidly  directed 
to  such  parts  as  may  be  threatened — -and  an  engineer 
to  devise*  the  plans  and  superintend  the  erection  of 
such  works  of  defence  as  may  be  necessary.  These 
would  form  the  rallying  points  of  defence  in  periods 
of  danger,  and  will  be  sure- to  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  whole  country.  When  it  shall  have  placed 
before  it  proofs,  that  the  protecting  arm  of  govern- 
ment is  every  where  extended,  it  will  bestow  in  re- 
turn its  confidence  and  attachment.  For  this  object 
also  the  care  of  government  cannot  be  too  early  di- 
rected to  the  East  Florida  frontier 


it,  sir,  as  a testimony  of  your  country’s  estimation  (VY  V'*  **5L,  J im.iuer  : there  danger 

4-uJ : ../i l..Ki ,i  already  exists.  In  its  present  state,  it  is  improvable 


of  the  important  and  honorable  services  rendered  bv  i i . . . 

you  ; and  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  an  assurance  I ?he  ?nem-v  t0  ?"r  essential  injury 
of  the  great  pleasure  I have  in  the  honor  of  present- 
ing it  to  you. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  R.  SMITH 


From  the  records  of  the  navy  department. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  proper  course 


it  is  perfectly 
within  his  control  for  every  military  purpose  he  may 
contemplate,  and  will  require  an  equal  force  whe- 
ther occupied  by  the  U.  States  or  not.  lie  would 
exemplify  more  in  detail  his  views  on  the  subject  of 
defence,  by  enumerating  the  military  districts  and 
the  least  number  of  troops  which  ought  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  each.  If  the  representatives  from  those 
districts  shall  object  that  the  number  of  troops  dot- 
ted to  each  was  too  small,  and  he  felt  confident  some 
of  them  would — he  replied,  such  obiectioa  served 


for  this  business  to  take,  it  was  referred  to  a select  only  to  strengthen  bis  argument,  and  the  more  satis- 
committee  of  seven  members,  to  consider  and  re-  factorily  proves  the'  present  military  establishment 
port  thereon.  And  the  house  adjourned.  ‘insufficient,  and,  that,  it  ought  to  be* increased.  He 
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requested  it  might  be  recollected,  his  observations  I But  some  gentlemen  affect  a sympathy  for  tli 


e Ci 


Were  intended  to  apply  to  all  the  bills  or  system  he 
had  reported,  .because  thev  were  all  in  some  mea- 
sure pendent  on  the  success  of  the  present  motion. 
To  Boston  district,  including  Portsmouth  and  the 
whole  state  of  Massachusetts,  600.  To  Newport, 
including  the  states  of  Connecticut  and  It.  Island, 
600.  To  New-York,  inclusive  of  that  state  and  N. 
Jersey,  1,000.  To  Philadelphia,  comprising  the 
states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  400.  To  Bal- 
timore, Annapolis,  Norfolk,  including  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  500.  To  Charleston,  including  North 
and  South  Carolina,  400.  To  Savannah  and  the 
East  Florida  frontier,  2,000.  To  N.  Orleans,  com- 
prising Mobile,  W.  Florida  and  Natchitoches,  2,500. 
To  Detroit  and  all  the  western  frontier,  2,000,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  10,000-  regulars.  These  taken 
from  the  establishment  already  provided  for,  leaves 
a force  of  25,000.  The  difference  between  the  num- 
bers enlisted  and  effective  men,  is  very  material,  in 
no  service,  however  actual,  is  it  estimated  at  less 
than  one- fourth,  with  new  levies  at  least  one-third  ; 
deduct  only  10,000  from  the  whole  number  provided 
for,  we  shall,  supposing  our  ranks  filled,  have  in 
the  field  only  15,000  that  can  be  directed  against 
Niagara,  Kingston,  Montreal,  Lower  Canada  and 
Halifax.  Is  that  number  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
of  government  ? This  must  depend  upon  the  num- 
ber and  quality  of  the  opposing  force.  It  ought  not 
to  be  estimated  that  ihe  regular  force  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada  is  less  than  12,000  ; besides  these, 
there  are  several  thousand  militia,  and  at  Halifax 
3,000  regulars.  To  drive  this  force  from  the  field, 
you  should  cross  the  St.  Lawrence  with  a well  ap- 
pointed army  20,000  strong,  with  a reserve,  always 
desirable,  with  raw  troops’  indispensable,  of  10,000. 
We  ought  not  to  Calculate  upon  peace.  Administra- 
tion have  hi  vain  sued  for  it,  through  Mr.  Russell, 
even  at.  the  expense  of  the  sarcastic  sneers  of  the 
British  minister  ; let  us  then  prepare  in  good  ear- 
nest for  war-— if  the  spring  shall  not  bring  with  it 
peace,  the.campaign  must  open  in  a style  of  vigor 
and  force  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  of  success 
among  ourselves  and  awe  in  the  enemy.  The  resell 
of  sucli  a state  of  things  will  be  as  favorable  to  us., 
by  depressing  the  spirits  of  the  adversary,  as  by 
making  our  own  troops  undaunted — nothing  must  be 
left  to  chance  dial  is  within  the  compass  of  our 
means— -we  must  deserve  to  be  fortunate.  To  be 
successful,  our  movements  every  where  must  be  in 
concert ; at  the  same  moment  we  should  move  on 
Canada,  a corps  of  10,000  men  should,  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine  threaten  Halifax  ; as  a diversion  it 
will  indisputably  be  felt  ; such  a forge,  if  disre- 
garded by  glm  enemy,  trusting  to  the  supposed  diffi- 
culty of  approach,  will  be  competent  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  Halifax. 

The  character  of  our  government  had  been  so  de- 
pressed in  Europe,  not  more  by  foreign  than  do- 
mestic misrepresentation,  as  much  even  within  these 
walls  as  without  them,  it  had  become  necessary  to 
make  War,  to  place  our  backs  against  the  wall  and 
prove  to  European  maurauders,  there  is  a point  be- 
yond which  We  will  not  recede.  Tins  good  the  war 
has  accomplished  ; but  it  lias  become  more  than  ever 


nadians why,  say  thy,  will  you  make  war  on 

them  ? They  have  not  injured  us.  Nor,  sir,  has  the 
British  tar  injured  us,  although  he  is  the  instrument 
of  plunder  and  impressment.  It  is  to  conquer  the 
sovereignty  of  the  soil,  to  raze  the  British  power,  to 
reach  by  such  means  her  profligate  and  unjust  minis- 
try,  that  war  is  waged  at  all — the  unarmed  will  ne- 
ver fall  on  American  bayonets — it  is  not  against  the 
people  of  either  Canada  or  Great  Britain, but  against  j 
the  English  subject  in  arms,  that  the  war  is  directed. 
By  physical  force  then  alone  can  we=  proceed.  Mr. 
W.  here  recap tulatecl  at  some  length  the  amount  of 
the  force  provided,  and  that  which  was  necessary  for 
the  various  objects  that  should  be  accomplished, 
shewing  that  at  least  twenty  thousand  additional  re- 
gulars ought  to  be  authorised.  IIow,  asked  he,  shall 
this  deficiency  be  supplied  ? Shall  we  rely  on  the  mi- 
litia ? Sound  policy,  not  less  than  experience,  forbids 
a draft  on  them  for  permanent  service.  Hov  ever  va- 
luable they  are  for  sudden  emergencies,  and  in  this 
way  too  much  reliance  cannot  be  placed  on  them  ; 
economy,  both  to  them  and  the  government,  forbid 
their  use  for  oilier  purposes.  Their  state  of  discip- 
line and  insubordination,  except  in  the  face  of  dan- 
ger) circumstances  growing  out  of  the  freedom  of 
our  institutions  ; the  waste  of  public  property,  which 
he  could  illustrat  e by  strong  facts,  all  unite  to  dis- 
suade us  from  this  resort.  Call  them  out  on  short 
terms  of  duty,  for. so  much  time  is  lost  in  marching 
to  and  from  the  places  of  rendezvous,  you  are  subject 
to  pay  nearly  double  the  force  necessary  to  maintain 
anyone  point— make  the  term  of  service  long,  and 
you  disproportion  the  burthen  of  ihe  war.  In  short, 
the  great  mass  who  form  the  militia  will  find  it  cheap- 
er to  pay  regulars  than  fight  themselves. 

Shall  we  any  longer  deceive  ourselves  by  a further 
dependence  on  the  absurd  volunteer,  acts  ? Experi- 
ence is  equally  warning  on  them.  Though  thousands 
6f  your  brave  countrymen,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  rush- 
ed to  the  field  of  danger,  it  was  certainly  not  under 
the  volunteer  acts — if  ever  one  scheme  was  better  cal-  j 
culated  to  deceive  its  authors  than  another,  this  sure- 
ly is  it.  To  say  nothing  about  its  unconstitutional  clia- 
iacter,it  is  a miserable  contrivance,  perfectly  nugato- 
ry, except  to  accomplish  disappointment.  Without  j 
a head,  its  operations,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  be-  { 
gin  at  the  wrong  end.  The  people  are  to  manage 
the  affair — to  associate — to  enroll  themselves,  to  re- 
commend officers.  Organize  a regiment,  it  will 
be  made  up  of  such  discordant  insubordinate  mate- 
rials, strangers  to,  and  ignorant  of  eacli  other,  that 
confidence  cannot  exist  in  it  ? but,  above  all,  the  vo- 
lunteer is  to  indent  himself  for  three  years  for  the 
performance  of  one  years  service.  Repeal  these  acts 
as  the  bill  proposes,  with  a reservation  of  the  rights 
that  Have  accrued  under  them,  and  the  services  to 


selves:— and, in  their  stead,  authorise  a corps  of 20,000 
men  of  an  efficient  regular  character.  When  the 
colonels  shall  have  been  selected  for  (heir virtues  and 
influence,  give  to  them  the  select  ion  of  their  officers 
— they  can  better  judge  who  ought  to  command,  and 
who  can  raise  men  in  their  own  neighborhood,  than 
the  president  or  senate.  This  mode  will  change  the 
, . 've  not  only  declare  war,!  appointment  of  officers,  from  individual  members  of 

but  can  prosecute  it  with  energy  and  courageous  cm-  congress  to  the  colonels,  who  certainly  will  be  more 
terpr  honor,  the  character  of  the  natron] scrupulous  who  he  associates  with  him  in  danger 

require  mat  the  British  power  on  ou-r  borders  shall  than  any  other  can  lie  ; they  may  be  safejy  intrusted 
i demobs lieu  in  the  next  campaign — her  American  with  this  power,  under  the  approbation  of  the  .pare- 
ov  mce-.oTiCe  wyes  ted  from  her,  every  attempt  to  sklent.  With,  such  a provision  the  corps  can  he  rais- 


be  de 
pr 

recover  them 


. te  c.nn;cric..i,  except  through  m>  ed  almost  as  soon  as  the  officers  can  be  nominated  by 

gocci  oqn.  ne  road  to  peace  lb.cn  lies  through  (Unit- ! the  president,  approved  by  the  senate,  and  commis- 
da.  When  we  small  once  be  i.i  possession  of  it,  peace,  jsiom-d  bv  the  secretary  at*  war.  The  term  of  enlist* 
nonoiable  peace,  the  sole  object  of  us  all,  is.  secured,  niei.it  is,  confessedly,  not  the  most  eligible  to  form 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER MR.  WILLIAMS’  SPEECH 


293 


soldiers;  but,  inasmuch,  as  it  is  doubtful,  whether 
you  can  get  a force  sufficiently  strong  on  a long  peri- 
od, the  present  is  proposed.  But  for  the  gallant  and 
brave  patriot  of  the  revolution  before  him  (colonel 
I Stuart)  he  should  have  omitted  to  add,  this  mode 
was  found  the  most  efficacious  to  raise  men,  during 
the  revolutionary  war;  having  been  tested  by  expe- 
; riencc  it  may  he  again  relied  on. 

Having  shewn  the  necessity  of  augmenting  the  re- 
gular forces,  it  was  equally  material  to  provide  for 
filling  the  ranks,  and  for  keeping  them  at  their  full 
[ complement  when  filled.  With  this  view  was  the 
] first  section  introduced i The  greatest  evil,  incident 
to  the  recruiting  service,  results  from  the  number 
| «f  persons  to  whom  the  public  money  was  necessari- 
j ly  distributed  ; in  proportion  to  the  number  of  per- 
il sons  with  whom  it  is  entrusted,  will  be  its  misappli- 
cation. To  remedy  this,  it  is  proposed  to  appoint 
j officers  to  each, regiment,  for  that  particular  purpose, 
||  iu  no  way  different  from  those  already  appointed, 

I who  shall  be  employed  in  recruiting  for  their  respec- 
H five  regiments ; these  to  he  under  the  order  of  a 
I major,  who  shall  receive  and  be  accountable  for  the 
j issue  of  money  and  clothes  for  that  service.  The 
ranks  filled,  the  presence  of  all  the  officers  on  the 
present  establishment  will  be  indispensable,  as  in  our 
service  the  proportion  of  privates  to  the  officers  is 
greater  than  in  any  other  service  whatever.  The  new 
organization  which  was  given  to  the  army  at  the  last 
j session,  increased  the  number  of  privates  in  each 
| company  without  a corresponding  increase  of  offi- 
cers. If  two  lieutenants  were  necessary  in  a compa- 
ny, for  the  purpose  of  discipline  and-  recruiting, 
when  it  consisted  of  only  sixty-four  privates,  assur- 
i ed;y  three  are  as  much  so  now,  it  is  raised  to  90. — 
The  recruits  as  fast  as  they  are  enlisted  may  be  con- 
centrated under  the  eye  of  the  major,  where  they 
nuy  be  exercised  and  drilled,  so  that  when  he  joins 
the  regiment,  they  will  be  qualified  to  enter  the  ranks 
and  face  the  enemy. 

He  expected  to  hear  it  objected,  that  these  addi- 
tional officers  were  unnecessary, seeing  the  regiments 
were  not  full.  He  apprehended  this  objection  was 
more  specious  than  solid.  Considering  all  the  cir- 
cumstances m relation  to  the  army,  the  period  when 
raised  and  how  officered,  lie  believed,  supposing  the 
regiments  only  lyalf  rilled,  it  was  indispensably  ne- 
cessary, the  officers  should  be  constantly  with  them. 
He  was  much  mistaken  if  the  officers  were  not  as  raw 
as  the  private  soldiers — it  was  as  important  the’, 
should  be  familiar  with  the  duties,  as  they  whom 
they  are  to  command.  It  would  be  nothing'short  of 
butchery  to  send  bmve  men  into  the  field,  under  such 
circumstances,  when  in  our  power  to  avoid  them.— 
Air  the  dollars  and  cents  you  will  sav<5,  by  refusing 
these  few  additional  officers,  would  not  be  worth  the 
hte  of  a single  man,  to  say  nothing  of  the  possible 
slaughter  of  thousands  without  them.  Of  necessity, 
our  officers  need  instruction— they  should  be  devot- 
ed to  it  during  the  winter— they  can  be  no  where  so 
beneficially  employed  as  with  their  regiments  on  du- 
ty. It  is  the  quality,  not  the  number  of  the  troops, 
>hat  secures  and  improves  victory. 

One  other  objection  he  could  anticipate  : perhaps 
those  who  can  sneer  at  the  disasters  and  misfbr- 
tuues  of  the  late  campaign,  may  object  that  there  is 
no  encouragement  to  vote  additional  forces  seeing 
those  which  have  been  already  raised  have  been  so 
illy  employed.  It  becomes  us  all  to  be  equally  faith - 
iul  to  our  country  whether  her  arms  are  victorious 
or  not ; it  is  in  times  of  discomfiture  that  the  patri- 
ot s resolution  and  virtues  are  most  needed.  It  is  no 
matter  by  what  party  names  we  are  distinguished, 
Hus  is  our  country— we  are  children  of  the  same  fa-. 

y and  ought  to  be  brothers  in  a common  cause. 


The  misfortune  which  befalls  one  portion  should 
sink  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  others  also.  ’What 
misfortune  so  great  as  the  loss  of  character!  If  we 
shall  forget  our  impatience  under  disgrace,  and  look 
back,  on  the  events  that  have  passed,  wiih  only  as 
much  candor  as  becomes  us,  this  objetion  must  va- 
nish. Under  the  circumstances  in  winch  it  found  it- 
self without  experience,  either  in  itself  or  others  to 
guide  it,  administration  ought  not  to  be  censured  for 
the  bad  military  appointments  it  may  have  made  how- 
ever much  it  may  deserve,  if  it  shall  retain  men  in 
employ  when  found  incapable  to  discharge  the  duties 
entrusted  to  them.  He  was  fearless  of  contradiction 
in  declaring  all  our  disasters  sprung  from  a cause 
which  no  man  in  the  nation  could  have  anticipated  ; it 
was  next  to  impossible  any  human  being  could  h.  ve 
foreseen,  much  less  provided  against  it.  It  was  with 
pain  and  reluctance  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  speak  of  an 
officer  fallen  and  disgraced — he  wished  he  could  dis- 
cover any  cause  for  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  less  hein- 
ous than  treachery  or  cowardice — between  therft  he 
saw  nothing  to  choose.  Justice  will  hereafter,  if  par- 
ty heat  denies  it  now,  pronounce  the  plan  of  the  c.-r.  - 
paign  as  instructed  to  general  Hull,  easy  to  he  ac- 
complished and  judicious  in  its  objects.  The  com- 
mandant was  furnished  with  every  means  necessary 
for  success — with  money,  men,  provisions,  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  in  abundance.  W hat  better  mode 
could  have  been  adopted,  to  prevent  Indian  hostility 
and  intercept  British  supplies  of  the  inslrr.nienti}  of 
massacre  ? That  yolir  army  had  not  been  protruded 
beyond  the  point  With  which  communications  could 
have  been  maintained,  is  evident  from  the  events 
which  followed.  What  was  there  to  mar  success  ? 
Nothing ! The  commandant  at  Malden  needed  only 
an  apology  to  surrender ! What  if  the  other  Hull 
had  commanded  ? Every  thing  would  have  fallen  be  - 
fore him.:  great  science  was  not  necessary;  courage  and 
faithfulness  would  have  accomplished  every  thing 
A train  of  heavy  artillery  was  not  required  to  batter 
a breach  for  the  assault ; it  was  not  necessary  to  fire 
a single  gun — not  a cartridge  need  have  been  ex- 
pended—‘-the  bayonet  alone  was  adequate  to  have  ta- 
ken Malden  at  any  hour  from  the  moment  the  Ameri  - 
can  army  crossed  into  Canada  till  its  most  shameful 
retreat.  The  fort  wss  not  enclosed  ! One  entire  side 
was  open  to  assault ! Yes,  sir,  had  the  brave  Hull, 
who  bore  your  “ thunder  on  the  mountain  wave,”  di- 
rected the  valor  of  that  army,  he  would  have  poured 
the  storm  of  victory  resistless  on  the  foe.  This  black 
deed,  without  a battle,  was  consummated  in  the  so- 
licitous surrender  of  the  brave  corps  which  were  has- 
tening' to  bis  relief:  these  too  were  arrested  and 
thrown  back  on  the  c on  in?  unity,  leaving  the  whole 
western  frontier  exposed  to  savage  inroad.  Hence  all 
our  misfortunes  : After  this  will  it  be  contended  that 
the  accidental  appointment  of  an  improper,  agent 
shall  cause  a refusal  of  the  force  necessary  to  drag  our 
drowned  honor  up  from  the  ocean  of  lrnfamy  into 
which  it  has  been  plunged  ? Impossible  ! Economy  of 
life  and  treasure  call  for  a vigorous  campaign — 
away  with  lifeless  expedients;  miserable  inertness 
must  be  banished — zeal  ar.d  energy  must  be  infused 
every  where.  One  protracted  campaign  will  cost 
twenty  fold  more  than  the  expenditures  now  asked 
for.  Let  this  be  the  signal  for  resolution — the  first 
evidence  of  energetic  policy.  Let  us  suppose  our- 
selves leading  the  forlorn  hope,  and  assume  the  spirit 
and  vigor  characteristic  of  such  an  enterprise — 'the 
army  will  feel  it— the  people  wili  feel  it— disaster 
and  digracc  will  then  disappear.  It  is  to  'save  the 
public  treasure— the  people’s  blood ; it  is  for  the  re- 
clamation of  character,  I ask  for  high  bounties  ai  d 
premiums  ; and  so  asking  I hope  not  to  be  denied. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the  several 
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blanks  in  the  first  bill  .as  moved  by  Mr.  Williams, 
and  carried. 

Air.  Clay,  (Speaker)  congratulated  the  commit- 
tee. and  the  nation  on  the  system  which  had  been 
present  ed  to  their  consideration,  and  the  prospect  of 
pros-cuting  the  next  campaign  with  a vigor  which 
should  promise  a successful  result.  lie  rose  at  this 
1 lino,  however,  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  repeal  so  much  of  former 
nixv.i  as  authorises  a bounty  of  land  to  recruits.  lie 
' as  satisfied,-  that  as  far  as  respected  the  nation,  this 
was  a waste  of  its  capital,  without  producing*  a sin- 
ppe  provident  result.  As  to  the  recruiting  service,  he 
was  convinced,  from  what  lie  iiad  heard,  that  it  added 
scarcely  any  inducement  to  the  recruit — that  it  had 
not  added  an  hundred  men  to  the  army.  He  confess- 
ed lie  had  been  much  mistaken,  as  to  the  effect  it 
had  been  expected  to  produce,  &c.  Mr.  Clay  added 
many  remarks  going  to  support  his  positions,  stat- 
ing, among  other  things,  that  the  land  would  in  the 
e : ;d  get  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  and  the  indi- 
viduals for  whose  benefit  it  was  intended  would  de- 
rive no  advantage  from  it.  Now,  that  it  was  propos- 
ed to  increase  the  bounty  in  money,  he  thought  it 
would  be  a proper  occasion  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
existing  laws  as  allowed  a bounty  in  land,  dPwhich 
the  recruits 'Set  generally  as.  much  value  as  if  it  were 
located  in  -the  moon.  Mr  Clay  concluded  by  making 
a motion  to  that  effect. 

■ Mr.  Troup  and  Mr.  Bibb  stated  objections  to  the 
motion,  as  going  to  withdraw  what  was  certainly,  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  an  inducement  to  en- 
listments, at  a time  when  'every  means  ought  to  be 
ca  lled' into  action  for  .the  purpose  of  filling*  the  ranks 
of  (he  army. 

Mri  Clay's  motion  was  then  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee. [But  this  decision  was  the  next  day  revers- 
ed by  the  house,  and  the  amendment  rejected.] 

The  other  bill  before  the  committee,  going  to  au- 
thorise the  raising  an  additional  force  of  20,000 
men  for  on  A Year,  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  blanks 
thnein  severally  filled. 


Law  Case  — Clark,  the  Spy. 

I*itOW  TUB  IJWFAXd  GAZETTE. 

We  have  been  obligingly  favored  by  major  Hosmer, 

‘ ’-with  the  following  transcript  of  the  sentence  and 
subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Elijah 
Clark,  who  was  convicted  as  a spy,  at  a general 
court  martial,  holden  at  the  court-house,  in  the 
village  of  Buffalo,  on  Wednesday  the  5th  day  of 
August,  1312,  and  continued  by  adjournment, 
from  clay  to  day,  until  Saturday  the  8th  day  or 
August,"  in  the  same  year — whereof. 


Lieut,  col.  Phileius  Swift,  was  President. 

M jors,  George,  Smith , 

Par  menio  Adams, 

Lapis.  • Joseph  JTClure,'  ■ 

Sa m u'el  Jennings, 

Samuel  Terry, 

Daniel  Curtiss , 

Alias  Hull, 

Limits.  Joel  P*.  Clark , 

Levi  Moores,  and 
James  JTNair. 

Major  George  Hosmer  was  Judge  Advocate. 


& 

P 


HEN'TEXCE. 

The  court  having  heard  all  the  evidence  and  the 
prisoners  dercn&e,  and  very  maturely  and  thorough- 
ly considered  the  same,  gave  the  following  opinion  : 
The  charge  specified  is  as  follows — 

.«  aw..-  the  said  Elijah  Clark,  is  a spy  within  the 


meaning  and  according  to  the  rates  and  articles  of 
war,  and  the  laws  of  the  tJnitcd  States.” 

1st.  It  appeared  that  Elijah  Clark,  the  prisoner, 
was  born  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  ami  that  he 
continued  to  reside  in  the  United  Stales  as  a citizen 
thereof  until  within  about  eight  months  last  past, 
when  he  removed  to  Canada,  and  there,  'mu  rh  d, 
that  his  wife  and  property  are  yet  in  Canada  .vud 
within  the  dominion  and  allegiance  of  the  king  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
For  these  reasons  the  court  are  of  opinion,  that  (al- 
though the  said  Elijah  Clark  is  a native  born  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  is  yet  holden  tinder  the  al- 
legiance, which  as  such  citizen  he  owes'to  the  Uni- 
ted States)  he  is  nevertheless  liable  to  be  tried  and  I 
convicted  as  a spy  in  the  United  States,  for  his  acts  y 
of  a spy  committed  during  the  continuance  of  such  1 
temporary  allegiance  to  the  king  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  whom 
the  United  States  are  at' war. 

2d.  The  court  are  of  opinion,  under  the  testimo-  • 
ny  of  the  United  States,  that  he  did  linger  about  the 
encampments  and  army  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  spying*  out  our  state  and  condition  ; and 
of  reporting  the  same  to  our  enemies  ; and  for  these  -,‘l 
reasons  the  court  are  of  opinion,  that  the  said  Elijah 
Clark  is  guilty  of  the  crime  whereof  he  stands  charg- 
ed ,*  and  falls  under  the  101  article  of  the.  act,, 
entitled,  “an  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  k 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,”  passed  the  10th  day  of  April,  1806. 

And  they  do  adjudge  an<j  sentence  the  said  E ;j fit  ■ 
Clark  to  be  continued  in  the  present  state  of  cov: fine- 
ment  until  the  first  Friday  in  September  next,  and 
that  he  be  at  the  hour  of  two  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon  of  that  day,  taken  from  his  said  place  of  con- 
finement, and  hung  by  the  neck  until  he  be  dean*. 

PHILETUS  SWIFT, 

President , 

Geo.  Hosmeii,  Judge  Advocate. 

Head-quarters,  Manchester, 

Niagara  Frontier,  Aug.  13. 
General  orders. — Maj.  gen.  Hall,  having  doubts 
how  far  the  prisoner  ( Elijah  Clark J within  named, 
comes  within  the  description  of  a spy,  by  reason 
that  he  is  within  the  letter  of  the  2nd  section  of  the 
301  article  of  the  act,  entitled,  “an  act  for  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  ar- 
mies of  live  United  States,”  which  excepts  through- 
out “all  persons  not  citizens  of,  or  owing  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  is  pleased  to  or- 
der, and  doth  hereby  order  a suspension  of  the  ex-^ 
ecution  of  the  within  sentence  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  dan  be  known 
thereon. 

By  order  of  the  Major-General , 

Geo.  HosmeiI,  A.  D.  C. 

OPINION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

H dr  department,  Oct.  20, 1812- 
Sin— The  proceedings  urd  sentence  of  the  gene- 
ral court  martial,  which  was  had  in  the  case  of  Elijah 
Clark,  conformable  to  your  orders  of  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust last,  and  which  were  by  you  transmitted  to  thi3 
department,  have  been  received  and  laid  before  the 
President,  1 have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that 
the  said  Clark  being  considered  a citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  not  liable  to  be  tried  by  a court  mar- 
tial as  a spy,  the  President  is  pleased  to  direct,  that 
unless  he  should  be  arraigned  by  the  civil  court  of 
treason  or  a minor  crime  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  New -York,  he  must  be  discharged. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
.obedient  servant,  ^ • E US  IIS. 

Maj.  yen.  A.  Hall,  Niagara. 
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General  order,  consequent  on  the  opinion  of  the  pre- 
sident.— The  pleasure  of  his  excellency  the  president 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  relation  to  the 
case  of  Elijah  Clark',  who  was  convicted  of  being- a 
spy,  under  and  by  virtue. of  general  orders  of  August 
1st  ult.  having-  this  day  made  known  to  the  major- 
general,  through  the  honorable  secretary  at  war. — 
Therefore,  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of  his 
excellency  the  president,  it  is  hereby  ordered,  “that 
*<  the  said  Clark  being-' considered  a citizen  f the 
“ United  States,  and  not  liable  to  be  tried  I v a 
“ court  martiallis  a spy,  therefore,  unless  he  should 
“ be  arraigned  by  the  civil  courts  for  treason  or  some 
“ minor  crime  under  the  laws  of  New-York,  he  must 
“ be  discharged.” 

All  officers  and  military  authorities  whatever,  in 
whose  custody  the  said  Clark  shall  or  may  happen 
to  be,  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  to 
.release  him  from  his  aracst  as  a spy. 

Lieut,  col.  Phi  Ictus  Swift  is  particularly  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  major-general  Hull, 

Ceo.  Hosier,  A.  D.  C. 

Bloomfield,  Dec.  2,  1812. 


15,345  yards. 
17,895 

307  yards. 
33,731  idls 
245  yards. 
10,093  tils. 
13,782  yards.  J 
3,234 

10,000  yards. 
1,200  pieces. 


Military  Supplies. 

Some  week’s  since  we  briefly  noticed  certain  state- 
ments that  had  appeared  in  the  Aurora,  relative  to 
the  supplies  issued  for  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  On  reflection,  we  insert  these  statements 
at  length  ; because  a list  of  particulars  always 
strikes  the  mind  with  greater  force  than  the  mere 
mention  of  a conclusion  drawn  from  the  facts  they 
exhibit.  • See  page  219. 

To  organize  a system,  embracing  within  its  range 
Detroit  and  jYetv-  Orleans,  the  lakes  and  the- At- 
lantic, St.  Jlfarfs  river  and  the  hay  of  Fundy — by 
which,  with  promptitude  and  safety,  the  needful 
supplies  should  reach  all  the  places  required,  was 
not  the  work  of  a day.  The  most  ardent  zeal  and 
unremitting  industry  of  the  principal  officers  could 
do  little  until  the  subordinate  and  co-operating 
powers  were  arranged  ; which  now  seems  hap- 
pily effected.  Experience  will  supply  the  defects 
to  which  our  theory  may  yet  be  liable — and,  all 
the  parts  operating  together,  may  give  us  a perfect 
whole,  fitted  to  the  state  of  our  country,  and  m:i- 


our  enemies. 

Ito.l. — -A  statement  shewing  the  materials  for  clothing  the  army , 
purchased  by  the  officer  whose  duty  it  was  from  the  1st  of  May , 
1312,  to  the  20 th  Ootober  following. 

Shoes  X 72,193  pair. 

Kerseys  - - - - - 31,360  yards. 

Infantry  caps  with  bands  ....  17,293 

Thread  ------  6,295  lbs. 

Huttons  n?359  g-ross. 

Kattinet  - - - - 221  yards. 

Rose  blankets  - - - - 22,276 

Point  do.  .....  17,980 

Additional  3,000 

"Wrapping  do.  - - - - 93 

34 u fill  do.  .....  22,973 

Cotton  Drilling  for  summer  overalls  - - 32,870  yards. 

Roots  - - - - - - 1,518  pair. 

Short  stockings  - - - - - 16,644  pair. 

Trimmings  for  rifle  uniforms  - - 59,350  yards. 

White  silk  epaulets  ....  1,500 

Do.  cotton  do.  - 994 

Yellow  worsted  do.  ....  800 

Kendall  cotton  .....  892  yards. 

6-4  clbtli  .....  59,950  do. 

Plains  ......  57,997  do. 

Cloth  for  greatcoats  ....  14,949  do. 

832  pieces. 


Coarse  woolen  for  hacks  of  vests 
Feathers  for  the  army  uniforms 
Scarlet  cloth  - - - 

Osnalmrgs  and  Ticklenburgs 
White  cloth  - 

Roils  ..... 

White  plains  - 

Cut  hats  with  hands,  &c. 

Broad  cloth  - 

Russia  sheeting  ..... 

Ravens  duck,  several  thousand  pieces  and  arrange 
ments  are  now  making  to  supply  the  whole  «le 
maud  from  Kentucky,  so  as  to  prevent,  after  the 
supply  on  hand  is  expended,  any  resort  to  Eu- 
rope in  future  for  this  article*. 

Several  other  articles  ofhempand  flax  will  also  lie 
procured  from  that  state. 

No.  2. — A statement  of  the  issue  of  clothing , &r,  &c.  to  the  addi 
tional  army  from  1st  Jan.  1812,  to  the  30th  Sept,  following. 
CLOTHING. 

Hats  and  caps  ... 

Coats  of  all  kinds  ... 

Vests  do  ... 

Woolen  overalls  ... 

Linen  do.  . - - 

Do.  Jackets  with  sleeves  - 
Shirts  ----- 

Shoes  ..... 

Stockings  ...... 

Socks  . - - - - - 

Gaiters  - • - - . 

Fatigue  frocks  - 
Do.  trowsers 

Blankets  - - - - . 

Watch  coats  ..... 

Boots  ...... 

The  principal  part  of  the  woolen  clothing  has  been 
made  since  the  10th  July,  1812. 

No.  3.— Anns  and  Accoutrements. 

Muskets  complete  .... 

Rifles  - - - - " - 

Pistols  ..... 

Carabines  ...... 

Swords,  complete  . 

Gartoneh  boxes  and  belts  .... 

Bayonet  belts  and  scabbards  ... 

Brushes  and  wires  .... 

Musket  and  rifle  flints  ... 

Pistol  flints  - - 

No.  4.— Camp  equipage,  accoutrements , entrenching  tools  and 
utensils. 


do. 

do. 


- 23,169 
20.000 

- 20,000 
20,000 

- 52,231 
14,679 

- 100,000 

100,000  pairs. 

- 32,251  ito. 

52,400 

i-  20,618 

29,331 
. 23,550 
37,205 
. 500 

820  pairs. 


102,613 

4,576 

2,970  pairs. 
260 
2,665 

42.127 

42.127 
27,716 

360,213 
8,290 


Platillas 
Linen  for  shirts 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Cassimere 

Cockades  and  eagles 
Russia  sheeting 
Flannel 


3,333  do. 

28 5 do. 
120  do. 
165  yards. 
31,497 

2.342  pieces, 
13,111  yards. 


Common  tents  ... 

Horsemen’s  do.  ... 

Shed  do.  ... 

Hospital  do.  ... 

Flies  for  tents  ... 

Axes  .... 

Slings  .... 

Pick  axes  ... 

Canteens,  complete  - 
Drums  complete  - 
Fifes  - - 

Iron  and  tin  camp  kettles 
Knapsacks  . 

Mess  pans 

Saddles  and  equipments  for  horsemen 
Spades  and  shovels 


10,439 

1,623 

250 

62 

655 

6,289 

5,259 

3,269 

24,264 

329 

322 

12,593 

31,137 

7,412 

1,361 

3,648 

1,510 

12,613 

1,670 

1,215 

1,251 

996 

138 


Cotton  blankets  for  the  sick  ... 

Havresacks  .... 

Hatchets  .... 

Bed  sacks  .... 

Sheets  ..... 

Cartouch  boxes  and  belts  for  horsemen  - 
Packages  of  medicine  and  surgical  instruments 

No.  5 — Ammunition  and  military  stores. 

Musket  cartridges  ....  68,636 

Musket  ball  and  buck  shot  - ...  23,492  lbs. 

Sulphur  ......  8,749  ilo. 

Crude  nitre  ......  17.017  do. 

Refined  do.  154,651  do. 

Powder  ......  271,595  <l0. 

Lead  ......  254,8  )7  do. 

Gunpowder  .....  271,695  do. 

Lead  for  ball  .....  251.897  do. 

Musket  hall  and  buck  shot.  . • - 23,492  do. 

No.  6.— Statement  of  clothing  n<nt)  making. 

Infantry  coats  .....  8,574 

Infantry  vests  .....  10,524 

Infantry  woolen  overalls 
Dragoon  vests  .... 

Shirts  privates  .... 

Do.  serjeant’s  .... 

Artillery  private’s  coats 
Socks  - - - ... 

Cavalry  cloaks  .... 

Fatigue  frocks  .... 

Do.  trowsers  ... 

Round  about  woolen  jacHets 


Woolen  overalls 


13,504 

1,596 

25.000 

1,000 

390 

30.000  pairs. 

1.000 

10, coo 

9.000 

7.000 
7,000 


All  these  ordered  to  be  made  since  the  11th  September,  are  in 
hand,  some  completed  anil  the  whole  expected  to  be  finished  in 
1 three  weeks  [from  the  last  of  October,  13 12.] 
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Statement  No  7. —Contracts  made  by  Tench  Cox , Esq.  late  pur- 
veyor public  supplies , and  not  yet  completed. 

Muskets  and  ba\  onets  54.058  stand. 

Sabres  - ’ - - - - . . 60,000 

Kersey  cloth  12,800  yards. 

Ulne  cloth  6-4 500  ‘ do. 

Green  cloth  6-4  S00  do. 

Blankets 19,500 

Pairs  of  stockings  - 500 


No.  8— Contracts  made  by  Benjamin  Mifflin,  Esq.  late  deputy  com. 
missr.ry-gerurul , nut  yet  completed. 

White.  Kersey • 17,000  yards. 

225  nair. 

Ko  9. -r-T/iie  following  cOntrq-  t.s  have  been mode  by  Callender  Irvine , 
Esq,  Ctmimlfsany-general,  since  the  8th  of  September  last. 

Blue  cloth  3.j  40,000  yards. 

Cotton  drilling  (deliverable  i n six  months  from  Sept. 

8,  1812.) 172, poo  yards. 

Cartovich  boxes  and  belts,  and  bayonet  scabbards 
■ and  belts,  (5  months.)  - • - - . 20,000  sets. 

Shoes  (5  months)  ......  100,000  pair. 

Canteens  complete  (5  months)  ....  20,000 

Knapsacks  do.  do.  ...  20.000 

Iidij  itry  caps  do,  do.  -r  - - - . 20,000 

-Artillery  caps  do.  do.  ....  6,000 

Leather  velises  - . - , . . - . . 2,000 

Dragoon  caps  - . . . . . - 2,000 

Woolen  kersey  (98,000  deliverable  in  six  months, 

balance  in  twelve  months)  * ....  118,000  yards. 

Buttons  of  kinds  - - - . - - 17,100  groce. 

Stockings  - - 37,000  pairs. 

I o:  it racts  have  b eit  made  for  nearly  1,000,000  lbs.  powder,  large 
tniantjties  aredeiiveri'ng  monthly* 

Ko,  1 Qi-r-T/ie Jolt Qiviftg  provisions  Of  medicine,  surgical  instruments, 
and  hospital  stores,  for  the  army,  have  been  made  si, ue  Man 
last.— viz  : J 


1,000 

2,000 

3,000 
lb, 000 

10,000 

15.000 

io.oqo 

20.000 


do. 

do. 

do. 

da- 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


F or  1,000  troops  at  NewrOrleans, 

1,000  do.  at  Savannah, 

at  city  of  Washington, 

at  Detroit— N.  JB.  This  deposit  is  at  present  a 
Niagara. 

additional  at  Newark  arts, 
at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  N,  B.  wjth  orders  for  an  addi 
tional  5,000. 
at  Boston, 
at  New- York, 
at  Norfolk,  Va. 
uu.  at  Philadelphia. 

A general  hospital  has  been  established,  and  amply  furnished  a 
Green»l3ush,  N.  Y.  ' • 

A general  hospital  has  also  been  established,  and  amply  furnisher 
pt  or  near  the  city  of  New- York. 

This  provision  lor  the- hospital  department  is  calculated  to  hi 
gmp.y  ssrrncieiit  to  meet  the  demand  of  the  above  mentioned  mini 
her  of  troops,  until  late  in  thespring  of  1813,  These  supplies  an 
pxeninv*-  ot  thos^oi  tneold  army.  The  surgical  instruments  wen 
Klucf(u,d  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  are  equal  to  thqsi 

Vile  nitre  produced  in  our  own  country,  is  not  only  sufficient  t< 
Supply  ail  toe  public  wants,  but  treble 'the  amount,  and  f hr  am 
length  ot  time  ; the  quality  is  also  superior  topnlported  nitre  ii 
purity,  containing  less  of  the  marine  salt  than  is  generally  unite* 
^ith  foreign  nitre,  aigl  which  is  the  principal  cause  of  that  decom 
position  ot  the  gtinpowper,  which  is  called  caking. 

i he  quantity  of  5u}plmr  ip  the  public  arsenals  is  now  sufficicn 
for  ttie  i Manufacture  of  all  the  gunpowder  requisite  for  a five  year, 


$o.U,-?R<lurn  of  military  stores  issued  at  Philadelphia,  To 
s Ferry  and  Washington  City,  for  the  Fort, 


1 4b l comuipn  tents 
100  wall  tents 
20  13  pounders 
■*  12  do. 

16  6 do, 

3 5 1-2  inch  howitzers 
10  gun  carriages 

8*050  mtjsUet’s,  rifles  apd  carbines 
77 5.  pair  of  pistols 
800  tomahawks 
750  MVoVdi 
30000  lbs  Powder 
130  lii,|s.  dq. 

S6J0 5 musket  Iwlls 
jjpSGQ  flints 
2 blijs.  do, 

f!934  cartridge  boxes  witty 
6500  brushes  and  picks 
2728  tr.iyonet  bp  Its 
2728  bayonet  scabbard? 

5000  gup  sjjngs 
6941  !«ij|  scresy 
5T3  screiy  drivers 
J053  green  xyorni? 

3825  f iling  axes 
20  lirtrqd  axes 
50  pick  axes 
5it<3  spades 


590  shovels 
250  mattocks 
300  fascine  hatchets 
200  grass  hooks 
50  briar  scythes 
30  whip  saws 
.30  cross  opt  saws 

chests  of  carpenter's  tools 
5000  painted  knapsacks 
4701  tin  canteens 
1518  tin  Cftnnisti  rs 
2565  canteen  belts 
1213  sheet-iron  camp  kettles 
1666  gallon  tin  pans 
850  reams  cartridge  paper 
5 boxes  harness 

‘Medicine  ’chests  for  10  regiments 
20000  pair  shoes 
10000  blankets 
10000  pair  woolen  hose 
10000  pair  do.  socks 
5000  round  do.  jackets 
5000  do,  pantaloons 
400  watch  coats 
Equipments  lor  250  cavalry 
The  winter  clothing  for'  all  'the 

I cavalry 

j Do.  for  the  17th  regiment 


a-nmirn,  fm-nished  tq  and  prided  for  the 
y Aest-yn  arintfs  complete  equipments  :uv!  mili- 

tary  kavfi  tyepn  Up  §uqpienq  dc.Varfiqept,  to- 


gether with  the  necessary  clothing,  Ike.  for  the  old  army  on  the 
Mississippi.  To  this  account  may  be  added,  that  ammunition, 
shot,  Ike.  have  been  sent  to  complete  100  rounds  to  a gun  in  ali 
the  harbors  south  of  the  Potomac. 


American  Seamen. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  William  II.  Savage,  late 
agent  for  American  seamen  and  commerce  at  Ja- 
maica, to  the  Secretary  of  Stale , dated , 

Washington,  »ec.  1,  3 812. 

u I take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  copies  ot  a 
correspondence  which  took  place  between  vice-ad- 
miral Stirling  (commanding  on  the  Jamaica  station) 
and  myself,  since  the  declaration  of  war.  I should 
have  furnished  it  you  at  an  earlier  period,  but  an  ac- 
cident prevented,  which  I was  not  aware  of,  until  my 
arrival  at  this  city.” 

(No.  1.) 

Copy  of  my  leftter  to  vice-admiral  Stirling,  command- 
ing bn  the  Jamaica  station,  on  the  subject  of  Ame- 
rican seamen  after  the  declaration  of  -war. 

Kingston,  (J.)  6th  August,  1812. 

Sin — Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  received  bv 
me  yesterday  from  on  board  his  majesty’s  ship 
Sappho,  purporting  to  have  been  written  bv  four 
American  seamen  on  board  that  ship,  with  a view  to 
solicit  my  aid  towards  effecting  their  discharge,  in 
consequence  of  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain. 

In  making  this  application,  I am  fully  aware  that 
my  duties  ceased  ais  agent  for  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States,  on  the  knowledge  of  such 
declaration  being  made  known  here  : but,  sir,  I am 
led  to  believe,  that,  at  this  period,  it  will  not  be 
deemed  inadmissable  on  your  part  to  receive,  nor 
on  mine  to  make  the  request,  that  you  will  be 
please$to  grant  an  order  -for  the  discharge  of  those 
seamen,  feeling  conscious,  (should,  they  even  not 
be  protected  with  the  usual  documents  afforded  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States)  that  an  English  sea- 
man would  not  declare  himself  otherwise  than  such 
under  existing  circumstances. 

I seize  the  present  opportunity  also  to  forward  to 
you  twenty-one  documents  as  proof  of  the  citizen- 
ship of  that  number  of  seamen,  said  to  have  been  im- 
pressed by  ships  of  war  on  tins  station,  the  greatest 
number  of  whom  have  been  heretofore  unsuccess- 
fully claimed  by  me,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  may  still  comprise  at  this  time,  some  part 
of  the  crews  of  his  majesty’s  ships  on  this  station.  . 

1 beg  further  to  state  to  you  that  I have  received 
numerous  applications  from  on  board  various  of  his 
majesty’s  ships  on  this  station  for  the  relief  of  sea- 
men, who,  I doubt  not,  are  entitled  to  the  protection 
of  the  American. government,  many  of  them  having 
with  them  the  proofs  of  their  citizenship,  as  I am 
led  to  believe  from  the  assertions  contained  in  their 
communications.  Applications  have  also  been  made 
for  the  relief  of  many  without  success  ; the  latter 
amount  in  number  to  forty-six,  as  per  list  of  names 
enclosed,  several  of  whom,  1 understand,  have  been 
shifted  (since  their  impressment)  on  board  of  other 
vessels  than  those  they  were  first,  taken  on  board  of. 
All  qf  which  I lx? g to  offer  to  your  consideration, 
feeling,  as  I do,  anxious  to  extend  my  last  efforts  in 
behalf  of  those  seamen  who  are  entitled  to  them, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  being  impressed  with  the  idea, 
that  it  would  be  foreign  to  you,  sir,  to  retain  any 
Americans  in  the  service  of  the  navy  of  Gi’eat  Bri- 
tain contrary  to  their  disposition  during  the  present 
conflict,  1 therefore  take  the  liberty  of  adding  to 
my  former  request,  that  you  will  lie  pleased  ip  grant 
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orders  that  such  seamen  may  be  discharged  from  war,  all  of  which  I hope  the  admiral  will  be  pleased 
duty  on  board  his  majesty’s  ships  on  this  station.  jto  take  into  consideration  ; for,  to  insist  on  the  ser- 


Witli  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  It.  SAVAGE. 

(No.  2.) 

Copy  of  vice-admiral  Stirling's  secretary  s letter  in 
answer  to  mine  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  dth  of  .Au- 
gust, 1812. 

A twin  ax’s  pf.yy,  Aug.  7,  1812. 
Sin — I am  desired  by  vice-admiral  Stirling  to  ac- 


vice  of  this  man,  I think  will  be  a dereliction  to  the 
marked  manner  of  his  amiable  endeavors  to  distin- 
guish and  relieve  American  seamen  from  duty  on 
board  the  squadron  under  his  command.  I beg  to 
enclose  a note  from  Mr.  Meek  (the  lute  secretary) 
relative  to  mv  application  for  this  man’s  discharge, 
and  to  observe,  that  it  is  possible,  the  protection 
may  yet  be  found  among  the  papers  of  the  late  se- 
cretary. as  it  has  not  been  usual  to  return  me  the 


knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  I protections  of  those  men  whose  applications  for  dis- 
date,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  directions  were  given , charge  were  not  complied  with, 
some  days  ago,  that  ail  seamen  in  the  squadron  un-j  »q'bcg  furthermore  to  observe  that  there  appears 
der  his  command,  who  can  prove  themselves  to  be,. t]so  t0  be  on  board  his  majesty’s  schr.  Decouverte, 
American  born  subjects,  should  be  sent  to  the  prison  two  other  American  seamen,  viz.  John  Englefield 
ship  until  an  exchange  of  prisoners  is  established  be-|urKi  Richard  Lauderkin,  the  former  of  whom  asserts 
tween  the  two  countries,  in  consequence  of  the  late ! that  he  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  a 
declaration  or  war  by  the  United  States  against  G.jC00perj  at  Boston,  but  has  lost  his  protection  ; the 
Jh'dain.  I latter  declares  himself  to  be  a native  of  Rhode 

I return  herewith  the  papers  which  accompanied  j island,  and  that  his  protection  has  been  destroy  ed  bv 


your  letter. 

I am,  sir,  &c.  Sec. 

(Signed)  CIIAS.  STIRLING,  .tux.  Sec’ry. 

(No.  3.) 

Extract  of  a letter  from  William  H.  Savage , esq.  lafe 
agent  for  American  seamen  and  commerce  at  Jamai- 
ca, to  Charles  Stirling , jvn.  esq.  dated 

Kixrsto.v,  Sept.  16,  1812. 
“In  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  you  were 
pleased  to  inform  me  that  directions  had  been  given 
by  the  vice-admiral  some  days  prior  to  the  date  of 
my  letter  for  the  removal  of  all  native  Americans 
(who  could  prove  themselves  such)  from  on  board 
his  majesty’s  ships  to  that  of  the  prison-ship ; but 
as  some  time  lias  now  elapsed  since  you  were  pleased 
to  give  me  this  information,  and  learning  that  some 
instances  of  detention  at  present  exist  on  board  bis 
majesty’s  schooner  Decouverte,  I am  led  to  embrace 
the  subject  again,  as  in  one  instance  I shall  hope  to 
satisfy  vice-admiral  Stirling  of  the  man’s  being  en- 
titled to  his  removal  from  duty  on  board  his  majesty’s 
schoonerof  war.  The  person  I allude  to  is  Elijah 
Stirling,  an  American  seamen,  who  was  impressed 
from  on  board  the  British  merchant  ship  Brilliant,  at 
the  bay  of  Honduras,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1810,  by  his  majesty’s  scliooner  Flor  del  Mar,  and 
has  since  been  detained  on  board  of  various  of  his 


:\Ir.  Oliver,  commander  of  his  majesty’s  schooner 
Decouverte.  I shall  not  now  animadvert  on  the  im  - 
propriety of  such  a circumstance  but  request,  should, 
the  instances  here  cited  be  found  correct,  that  they 
may  meet  the  attention  of  the  vice-admiral.” 

(No.  4.) 

Extract  of  a letter  from  vice-admiral  Stirling’s  secre- 
tary, to  IT.  H.  Savage , esq.  in  answer  to  his  of  the 
16 th  September , 1812. 

Admiral’s  Pexx,  19th  Sept.  1812. 

“I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  in sf. 
which  I have  laid  before  vice-admiral  Stirling,  and  E 
am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  Elijah  Stirling, 
and  other  persons  on  board  of  his  majesty’s  schr. 
Decouverte,  said  to  be  American  seamen,  have  not, 
when  called  upon,  produced  proof  of  being  subjects 
of  the  United  Stales.  They  do  not  fall  under  the 
description  of  persons  which  I informed  you  in  my 
'etter  of  the  7th  ult.  were  intended  to  be  discharged 
Lorn  the  king’s  service,  and  to  be  detained  on  board 
the  piison  ship  until  an  exchange  of  prisoners  takes 
place  with  America. 

“The  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  dated  the  21st  Sept. 
1810,  is  returned  herewith,  and  as  it  appears  there- 
by that  admiral  Rowley  thought  the  circumstances 
under  which  Eli  jah  Stirling  was  impressed,  did  not 


majesty's  ships  on  this  station,  although  provided jPermit  hi">  V>  >>e  tlisc^tged,  vice-admiral  Stirling 
. which  instrument  this  does.  fecl  htmself  justified,  in  attending  to  the 


with  a regular  protection,  which  instrument  this 


with  a request  that  the  man  might  be  discharged.-— 
On  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  the  admiral  answered, 
through  his  secretary,  that  the  nature  of  Stirling’s 
impressment  was  such,  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  my  request ; but  which  answer  was  unaccompa- 
nied in  return,  with  the  protection  in  question,  and 
what  has  become  of  it  I am  unable  to  say. 

“About  this  period  I was  led  to  understand  from 
admiral  Rowley, that  all  American  seamen  who  should 
be  impressed  from  on  board  any  British  merchant 
vessel  would  he  retained  in  the  service  of  his  majes- 


bare  assertion.  The  protection 
he  found  among  admiral 
office.” 


man  got  conveyed  tome  about  the  20th  of  Septem-  man  s 'nyies  on.  a bar®  aSj 
her  following,  and  which  was  by  me  forwarded  to  £.ou  a'KC  to  1S  T)ot  !)( 
admiral  Rowley,  accompanied  (as  ttsual  in  l.kecases)  Ko"  le>  8 PaPcrs  left  m tl"s 

British  Public  Papers. 


By  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Regent 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, in  the  name  and  on. behalf  of  His  Majestv : 

A PROCLAMATION 

For  granting  the  distribution  of  prizes  during  the  pre- 
sent hostilities. 

George,  P.  R, 

Whereas,  bv  our  order  in  council,  dated  the  33th 


tv,  but  that  all  American  seamen  who  should  he  im-iof  dav  of  October,  instant,  we  have  ordered  thatge- 
pressed  from  on  board  of  American  vessels,  would,  neraC  reprisals  be  granted  against  the  ships,  goods 
on  application,  accompanied  by  proof,  be  discharged,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  (save 
As  this  information  was  received  about  the  period  and  except  any  vessels  to  which  his  majesty’s  license 
of  my  application  for  Stirling,  I was  led  to  conclude  has  been  granted,  or  which  have  been  directed  to  he 
it  stampt  the  nature  of  his  impressment,  and  what  released  from  the  embargo,  and  have  not  terminated 
confirmed  it  in  mv  mind  was,  that  I received  similar  j the  original  voyage  in  which  they  were  detained  and 
assurances  to  various  applications  made  for  Ameri-j released)  so  that  as  well  the  fleets  and  ships  of  his 


can  seamen,  who  had  under  various  circumstances 
shipped  on  board  of  British  ships,  and  were  from 
thence  impressed  .on  board  of  his  majesty’s  ships  of 


majesty,  as  also  all  other  ships  and  vessels  that  shall 
be  commissioned  by  letters  of  marque  or  general  re- 
prisals, Or  otherwise  by  the  commissioners  for  exe* 
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cutingthe  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, shall,  and  may  lawfully  seize  all  ships,  vessels 
and  goods  belonging  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  or  inhabiting  within  any  of  the 
territories  thereof,  and  bring  the  same  .to  judgment 
5n  any  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  within  his  majesty’s 
dominion,  duly  authorised  and  required  to  take  cog- 
nizance thereof  ; we  being  desirous  to  give  due  en- 
couragement to  his  majesty’s  faithful  subjects,  who 
shall  lawfully  seize  the  same,  and  having  declared 
in  council,  by  our  order  of  the  13th  of  October,  in- 
stant, our  intentions  concerning  the  distribution  of 
all  manner  of  captures,  seizures,  prizes,  and  repri- 
sals of  all  ships  and  goods  during  the  present  hos- 
tilities, do  now  make  known  to  all  his  majesty’s  lov- 
ing subjects,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern, 
by  this  our  proclamation,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
his  majesty’s  privy  council,  that  our  will  and  plea- 
sure is,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  majesty, 
that  the  nett  produce  of  all  the  prizes  taken  (save 
as  herein  before  excepted)  the  right  whereof  is  in- 
herent in  his  majesty  and  his  crown,  be  given  to  the 
takers  ; (save  also  the  produce  of  such  prizes  as  are, 
or  shall  be  taken  by  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to,  or 
hired  by,  or  in  the  service  of  the  commissioners  of 
•customs  or  excise,  the  disposition  of  which  we  re- 
serve to.  our  farther  pleasure,  and  also  save  and  ex- 
cept as  hereinafter  mentioned  ;)  but  subject  to  the 
payment  of  all  such  or  like  customs  and  duties  as 
the  same  are  now,  or  would  have  been  liable  to,  if 
the  same  were,  or  might  have  been  imported  as  mer- 
chandize; and  that  the  same  be  given  in  proportion 
and  manner  hereinafter  set  forth,  viz  : 

That  all  prizes  taken  by  ships  and  vessels  having 
commissions,  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals  (save 
and  except  such  prizes  as  are,  or  shall  be  taken  by 
the  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to,  or  hired  by,  or  in 
the  service  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid)  may  be 
sold  and  disposed  of  by  the  merchants,  owners,  fit- 
ters and  others,  to  whom  such  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisals  are  granted,  for  their  own  use.  and  benefit, 
after  final  adjudication,  and  not  before. 

And  we  clo  hereby  farther  order  and  direct,  that 
the  nett  produce  of  all  prizes  which  are  or  shall  be 
taken  by  any  of  his  majesty’s  ships  or  vessels  of  war 
(save  and  except  when  they  shall  be  acting  on  any 
conjunct  expedition  with  his  majesty’s  land  forces, 
in  which  case  we  reserve  to  ourselves  the  division 
and  distribution  of  all  prizes,  and  booty  taken,  and 
also  save  and  except  as  hereinafter  mentioned)  shall 
be  for  the  entire  benefit  and  encouragement  of  the 
flag-officers,  captains,  commanders  and  commission- 
ed officers  in  his  majesty’s  pay,  and  of  the  seamen, 
marines  and  soldiers,  on  board  his  majesty’s  said 
ships  and  vessels  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  and 
that  such  prizes  may  he  lawfully  sold  and  disposed 
of  by  them  and  their  agents,  after  the  same  shall 
have  been  finally  adjudged  lawful  prize  to  his  majes- 
ty and  not  otherwise. 

[Here  follow  the  regulations  for  the  distribution 
of  prize  money,  which,  and  the  remainder  of  the  pro- 
clamation, are  in  the  form  usually  adopted  on  the 
commencement  of  war.] 


Treaty  of  Peace 

Between  his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Ms  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  the  united  kingdoms  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland. 

"In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  and  Indivisible 
Trinity. 

“ His  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden,  and'his  majes- 
ty the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  being  equally  animated  with  the  desire 


of  re-establishing  the  ancient  relations  of  friendship 
and  good  intercourse  between  the  two  crown  - nd 
their  respective  states,  have  appointed  to  that  eh  ;ct, 
namely,  his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden,  the  sieur 
Laurent  baron  D’Engerstrom,  &c.  and  the  sieur 
Gustavus  baron  de  Wetterstedt,  &c.  and  the  pvi  .ee 
regent  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  majest;.  ihe 
king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  Edward  Thornton,  esquire,  which  plenipo- 
tentiaries, after  exchanging  their  full  powers,  drawn 
up  in  full  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  fol- 
lowing articles.. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  between  their  majesties- 
the  king  of  Sweden,  and  the  king  of  the  united  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  their  heirs  and 
successors,  and  between  their  subjects,  kingdoms 
anchstates  respectively,  a firm,  true  and  inviolable 
peace,  and  a sincere  and  perfect  union  and  friend- 
ship ; so  that  from  this  moment,  every  subject  of 
misunderstanding  that  may  have  subsisted  between 
them  shall  be  regarded  as.  entirely  ceased  and  de- 
stroyed. 

Art.  2.  The  relations  of  friendship  and  commerce 
be  tween  the  two  countries  shall  be  re-established  on 
the  footing  whereon  they  stood  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1791 ; and  all  treaties  and  conventions  sub- 
sisting between  the  two  countries  shall  be  regarded, 
as  renewed  and  confirmed. 

Art.  3.  If  in  resentment  of  the  present  pacification, 
and  the  re-establishment  of  the  good-intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  any  power  whatsoever  shall 
make  war  upon  Sweden,  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  engages 
to  take  measures  in  concert  with  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Sweden  for  the  security  and  independence  of 
his  states. 

Art.  4.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the 
two  contracting-  parties,  and  the  ratification  ex- 
changed within  six  weeks,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

“ In  faith  whereof,  the  undersigned,  in  virtue  of 
our  full  powers  have  signed  the  present  treaty,  and 
thereto  affixed  our  seals., 

“ Done  at  Orebro,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1812. 

(Signed)  Baron  JVEnger strom y 
Baron  de  Wetterstedt , 
Edward  Thornton .” 

[Here  follows  the  ratification,  signed  by  the 
prince  regent  on  the  4th  of  August,  and  by  his 
Swedish  majesty  on  the  17th  of  August.] 


Distribution  of  Prize  Money. 

Prize  money,  &c.  captured  by  national  vessels  be- 
longs, one  half  to  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  captors.  This  half  is  divided  into  twenty  * 
parts  and  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Twentieths. 

To  the  captains,  -----  .8 

To  the  sea  lieutenants,  and  sailing-masters,  2 

To  the  Marine  officers,  surgeons,  pursers,  boat-') 
swains,  gunners,  carpenters,  masters’  mates  > 3 
and  chaplains;  J 

To  midshipmen,  surgeon’s  mates,  captain’s  clerk,~) 
school-master,  boatswain’s  mates,  gunner’s  | 
mates,  carpenter’s  mates,  ship’s  stewards,  sail-  S3 
makers,  masters  at  arms,  armorers  and  cox- 
swains, J 

To  gunner’s  yeomen,  boatswain’s  yeomen,  quar-~] 
ter-masters,  quarter- gunners,  coopers,  sail-  l ^ 
maker’s  mates,  serjeants  and  corporals  of  ma-  >3 
rines,  drummers  and  lifers,  and  extra  petty 
officers,  J 

To  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  marines  and  boys  7 

J boston  pap-]  20 
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General  Recapitulation  of  Treasury  Estimates 


for 


1813. 


CIVIL  DEPARTMENT. 

Legislature  ...... 

Executive  ....... 

Department  of  State  ..... 

Treasury  department  . . . . . . 

War  department  ...... 

Navy  department  ...... 

General  post-office  . . « . . 

Loan  officers  and  their  clerks  .... 

Surveyor  general’s  department  .... 

Surveyor  of  lands  south  of  Tennessee  . 

Officers  of  the  mint  . . . . . 

Governments  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
Demand;  unprovided  for  ..... 

Judiciary  .....*. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Annuities  and  grants  ..... 

Military  pensions  . . . . . 

Mint  establishment  ..... 

Light  house  establishment  ..... 

Surveying  department  . . . ... 

Second  census  ...... 

Prisoners  of  war  ...... 

Votes  for  President  and  Vice-President 
Bounties  to  the  owners  of  private  armed  Vessels 
Pensions  to  widows  of  officers,  &c.  killed  at  the  battle  of  Tippecano 
Miscellaneous  claims 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 
Diplomatic  department 
Barbary  powers 
Seamen 

Captures  . . 


MILITARY  ESTABLISHMEN 


Pay  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
Subsistence  . . . . • 

Forage  for  officers  .... 
Bounties  and  premiums 
Medical  and  hospital  departments 
Quarter  master’s  department  . 

Ordnance  department 

Fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines  and  armories 
Contingencies  - - , 

For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  &e. 

Clothing  ..... 


Indian  department 


NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  navy 
Provisions  - 

Hospital  account  ...... 

Repairs  of  vessels  - ..... 

Contingent  expenses  ..... 


Pay  and  subsistence 
Clothing 
Military  stores 
Hospital  account 
Contingent  expenses 

Navy  yards,  docks  and  wharves 
Ordnance  and  military  stores 


MARINE  CORPS. 


Total  amount 


RECAPITULATION  OF  SUBMISSIONS. 


Department  of  state  - 
Comptroller  of  the  treasury’s  office 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States’  office 
Register’s  office  - 
Books,  maps  and  charts 
General  land  office  . 

Secretary  of  war’s  office 
Accountant  of  do.  do.  - 
Paymaster  of  the  army’s  office  - 
Post  master  general’s  office  - 
Surveyor  of  lands  south  of  Tennessee 
Several  departments  of  treasury,  state,  &c. 

Road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio 
Marine  hospital  establishment 

Total  amount  of  submissions* 


309,055 
30,000 
27,532 
88,227  73 
34,750 
23,220 
18,855 
28,250 
3,200 
3,200 
10,100 
37,150 
2,000 

109.003  84 


98.000 
16,804  62 

106,396  49 
61,260 
277  12 
150,000 
1,911  50 

10.000 
5,517  26 
4,000 


85,400 

50.000 

15.000 
4,000 


4,634,064 
2,990,9 55 
90,960 

140.000 

200.000 
2,000,000 
1,500.000 

849,280 

500,000 

2,500 

1,297,616 


2.173,343 
1,016,977  29 
100,000 
600,000 
250,000 


245,391  70 
71,788  10 
27,608  75 
20,000 
46,000 


154,400 


14,205,375 

164,500 


4,140,320  29 


410,788  55 
75,000 
100,000 


1,333,970  56 


14,369,875 


4,726,108  84 


Dolls.  20,429,954  40 


3848 
1,889 
2,000 
90 
400 
485-24 
4,911 
6,275 
410 
3,633 
1,500 
13,269  33 


38,710  5' 
140,000 
20,000 

198,710  57; 


Treasury  Department , llegister's  Office , December  14,  1812. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 

*By  submissions  we  understood  something  extra,  or  beyond  the  usual,  or  appropriated  allowances.  ——Ed, 


soo 
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MILITARY. 


The  district  of  Maine  has  completely  organized, 
and  holds  ready  for  instant  service,  four  whole  regi- 
ments of  United  States  volunteers.  It  is  intimated 
that  their  numbers  will  be  greatly  increased. 

Brigadier-general  Smyth  lias  given  up  the  com-]is  divided  into  cast  and  west,  the  latter  of  which 
mandof  the  “army  of  the  centre”  to  col.  Porter,  of  jthirtv-one  years  ago  received  the  first  impression  o£ 


they  could  be  led,  even  under  the  destructive 

doctrines  preached  — of  not.  going  out  of 

the  limits  of  the  United  States’  territory,  wus  not 
less  than  1500  miles  by  water,  and  eight  or  nine 
hundred  b^'land,  through  a wilderness,  great  part 
of  which  was  only  inhabited  by  wild  beasts  and 
savages.  The  day  appointed  for  rendezvous  was  at 
Nashville,  on  the  l'Oth  lice.  The  state  of  Tennessee 


the  artiileiy,  and  has  arrived  at  his  aeat  in  Virginia 
The  Pennsylvania  militia  have  been  discharged  at 
Buffalo. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  17th  ult. 
by  Mr.  Ellmaker : — 

'Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a bill  providing  for  the  enlistment  within,  and  by 
the  authority  of  this  commonwealth,  of  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  each  consisting  of  1000  men,  to 
serve  during  the’ war,  in  substitution  of  a portion  of 
the  quota  of  militia  which  may  be  demanded  by  the 
general  government : Provided , The  president  he  au- 
thorised by  congress  to  accept  and  put  them  under 
the  pay  of  the  United  States.  ^ 

Two  hundred  and  forty  mounted  volunteers  from 
East  Tennessee  arrived  at  Washington,  Geo.  under 
the  command  of  col.  John  Williams,  about  the  20th 
ult. ; as  hardy,  robust  and  brave  a body  of  men,  per- 
haps, as  ever  trod  the  “tented  field.”  They  were 
raised  in  a few  weeks,  in  consequence  of  a spirited 
proposition  from  col.  Williams , and  major-general 
John  Cocker,  who  is  himself  a soldier  in  the  ranks.— 

Their  first  destination  is  St.  Johns,  to  co-operate  with 
the  United  States  troops  and  Georgia  militia,  in  East 
Florida,  to  cut  up  the  Indians.  They  offered  their 
' services  to  the  president,  but  marched  without  an 
acceptance  of  them,  requesting  it  might  be  sent  af- 
ter them.  They  are  uniformed  and  completely  equip- 
ped, and  will  march  to  any  post  or  place  where  they 
hiay  he  thought  useful. 

A Raleigh  (N.€.)  paper  says  that  about  500  United 
States’  troops  stationed  at  Salisbury,  have  been  order- 
ed to  proceed  towards  the  Floridas , 

About  100  regulars  embarked  at  Savannah  on  the 
23d  ult.  for  Point  Petre — the  same  day  a considera- 
ble detachment  arrived  there  from  Augusta. 

Gen.  Jackson,  (says  a Milledgeville,  Geo.  paper) 
we  understand,  has  been  ordered  to  Mobile  with 
1500  militia  from  West  Tennessee.  , A part  of  the 
United  States'*  troops  at  Fort  Hawkins  are  likewise 
in  motion,  destined  we  believe  for  the  same  place. 

From  these  movements  and  other  concomitant  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  seem  that  an  attack  is  medita- 
ted by  our  government  upon  East  and  West  Florida 
at  the  same  time  ; the  two  armies  will  probably  form 
a junction  at  or  near  Pensacola. 

We  learn  from  an  unquestionable  source,  that  pro- 
positions have  been  made  to  colonel  Hawkins,  and 
through  him  to  the  secretary  at  war,  by  the  Indian 
chiefs  of  East  Florida,  requesting  that  lie  will  inter- 
cede with  the  United  States  in  procuring  peace  for 
them  ; which  he  lias  promised  to  do,  if  they  will 
immediately  lay  down  their  arms,  make  full  and  am- 
ple reparation  for  all  the  injuries  we  complain  of, 
and  give  satisfactory  pledges  to  our  government  of 
.their  friendly  disposition  in  future.  To  these  terms 
they  will  doubtless  accede,  as  they  are  much  alarm- 
ed,’ and  will  do  any  thing  to  avert  the  storm  which 
impends  over  them. 

Patriotism  of  the  South  West. — A requisition  from 
the  stg.te  of  Tennessee  (says  a Nashville  paper)  for 
her  quota  of  troops  had  been  made  from  the  war  de- 
partment for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  South- 
ern frontier.  The  distance  of  the  point  to  which  'and  Hickman,  were  slightly  Wounded.  A great 


a white  man’s  fool,  is  now  represented  by  one  repre- 
sentative in  congress,  and  was  called  upon  to  fur- 
nish 1500  men  for  its  part  of  the  quota.  On  the 
day  appointed  altl\pugh  severely  cold,  and  during  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  the  troops  began  to  arrive,  and 
before  five  o’clock  in  the  evening  1800  men  hud  filed 
through  Nashville  and  pitched  their  tents  in  its  vi- 
cinity. Five  companies  more  who  had  not  arrived, 
sent  dispatches  to  the  commanding  officer,  apolo- 
gising for  their  absence,  as  they  were  upon  the  march 
and  would  be  there  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  troops  already  arrived  with  these  five  com- 
panies, are  volunteers,  and  furnish  five  hundred  ir.cn 
more  than  those  called  for.  So  sudden  was  the  im- 
pulse that  public  feeling  had  marched  far  beyond 
the  requisite  comforts  of  such  an  army,  insomuch 
that  there  was  not  more  than  one  blanket  for  three 
men,  although  the  country  was  bound  in  the  icy 
chains  of  snowy  winter.  On  the  28th  and  29th  of 
November  8000  yards  of  cotton  bagging  were  de- 
livered in  Nashville  for  their  use,  of  home  manufac- 
ture, from  the  Cairo  factory,  which  by  the  10th  of 
December  had  been  made  up  into  250  tents  and 
and  were  pitched  for  the  soldiers’  use. 

Such  is  the  fruit  of  patriotism  in  the  infant  section 
of  that  infant  state  while  the  efforts  of  fiction  on  the 
Atlantic  board  arc  directed  to  the  destruction  of 
their  liberties,  those  hardy  sons  of  the  west  are  be- 
reaving themselves  of  the  comforts  of  domestic  life 
to  sustain  a pearl  of  the  highest  value  given  by  God 
to  man,  and  recovered  from  tyranny  by  the  toil  an.d 
suffering  of  a glorious  ancestry. 

From  the  Freeman’s  Chronicle  Extra. 

FuaxKLisrTON,  (Ohio)  Dec.  23,  1812. 

Battle  with  the  Indians.— Captain  Hite  has  just  ar- 
rived, express  from  colonel  Campbell’s  detachment, 
which,  it  will  be  recollected,  left  this  place  on  the 
18th  nit.  on  a secret  expedition.  From  him  we  learn 
the  following  account  jof  a most  obstinate  and  hard 
fought  battle,  in  which  the  valor,  intrepity  and  firm* 
ness  of  the  American  troops  shone  with  a lustre 
which  has  never  been  surpassed  during  the  present 
war. 

On  the  17th,  after  marching  all  night,  colonel 
Campbell,  with  his  command,  arrived  at  one  of  the 
Massasinewa  towns,  and  instantly  charged  upon  the 
town,  drove  the  savages  across  the  Massasinewa 
river,  killed  seven  of  them  and  took  37  prisoners — 
only  two  of  our  men  were  killed  in  this  skirmish. — 
While  contending  with  the  enemy  at  this  town,  they 
sent  a runner  to  another  of  the  towns,  about  three 
miles  distant,  which  was  immediately  evacuated. — 
On  the  18th,  before  day-break,  the  horrid  savage 
yell  was  heard,  the  word  was  given  to  arms,  and  a 
most  desperate  conflict  commenced.  Capt.  Pierce, 
of  the  Zanesville  troop,  behaved  gallantly,  and  died 
nobly.  Lieut.  Waltz,  of  captain  Markkas  company 
(from  Gfeensburgh,  Pa.)  was  shot  through  the  arm, 
and  not  being  satisfied  with  that,  lie  again  endeavor- 
ed to  mount  his  horse,  and  in  making  the  effort  was 
shot  through  his  head.  His  death  was  glorious. — 
Captain  Trotter,  while  charging*  with  fury  upon  the 
enemy,  was  wounded  in  the  hand.  Lieuts.  Basey 
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number  Af  horses  were  killed.  The  action  continued 
with  un.. bated  fury  for  one  hour,  when  the  savages 
were  routed  and  driven  in  all  directions. 

Captain  Hite  states  that  between  30  and  40  Indians 
were  known  to  be  killed — how  many  were  wounded 
could  not  be  assertained — 37  were  taken  prisoners. 
We  had  two  officers  and  six  privates  killed,  and 
three  officers  and  about  twenty-three  privates  vvournl- 
ea,  eight  supposed  dangerous.  The  town  where  the 
battle  was  fought  was  burnt,  and  three  other  towns 
were  burnt  without  resistance.  The  Indians  were 
of  the  Delaware  and  Miami  tribes,  and  entirely  des- 
titute of  any  kind  of  valuable  property.  It  was 
stated  that  Tecumsch,  with  4 or  500  warriors,  was 
about  15  miles  from  the  scene  of  action,  and  our 
troops  anticipated  another  attack  on  their  return. 

The  attack  commenced  on  the  right  line  command- 
ed by  major  Hall,  who  repelled  it  with  that  firm  and 
manly  coinage  which  is  his  distinguishing  charac- 
teristic. To  attempt  to  bestow  praise  upon  one  offi- 
cer, or  one  private,  more  than  another,  would  be 
unjust  and  ungenerous.  All  fought  with  equal 
bravery — all  deserve  the  highest  encomiums.  Col. 
Campbell’s  force  was  about  600 — that  of  the  enemy 
about  300.  One  hundred  volunteers  are  to  march 
from  Greenville  to  reinforce  col.  Campbell. 

NAVAL. 

A valuable  vessel,  called  the  Georgia,  carrying  18 
heavy  guns,  has  been  put  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  committed  to  the  charge  of  lieut. 
Grandison,  a valuable  officer.  Two  or  three  other 
fine  vessels  have  been  lately  put  into  commission  for 
the  southern  stations. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian,  has  arrived  at  the 
navy  vard.  New  York,  where  she  will  be  repaired  as 
speedily  as  possible  for  a cruise.  The  frigate  Uni. 
tecl  States , having  received  very  little  damage,  is 
ready  for  sea.  ' 

The  U.  S.  brig  Argus,  has  arrived  at  Nevv-York 
without  meeting  with  any  thing  to  do  since  she  took 
the  prize  heretofore  noticed,  save  to  make  her  es- 
cape from  the  British  squadron  off  our  coast,  all  of 
which  chased  her. 


I he  U.  S.  frigates  President  and  Congress  retun 
ed  to  Boston  on  the  31st  ultimo,  after  an  activ 
cruise  of  between  80  and  90  days.  They  have  bee 
as  far  to^  the  East  as  long.  22,  and  to  the  South  n 
fat.  17  North.  From  long.  22,  they  ran  down  th 
trade  wind  to  long  50,  and  passed  to  the  North.  12 
miles  from  Bermuda.  The  space  passed  over  is  nc 
less  than  8000  miles,  yet,  strange  to  say,  no  oppoi 
tumtv  to  test  the  spirit  and  discipline  of  their  oft 
cers  and  crews  was  afforded  ! They  captured  on l 

the  two  vessels  already  noted  in  our  prize  lists. 

.hey  saw  the  British  frigate  Nymph,  who  escapei 
in  the  night,  and  lost  the  frigate  Galatea  in  a fog  a 
has  been  heretofore  stated.  They  spoke  many  Amt 
fican  and  neutral  vessels,  but  saw  nothing  Britisl 
those  noted  alone  excepted  ; which  shews  that  th 
mistress  of  the  sea”  is  not  omnipresent  to  asset 
her  sovereign  claims.  For  such  a cruise  as  this 
were  Rodgers  and  Smith  Frenchmen,  BondparU 
would  make  them  members  of  the  legion  of  hono 
“—while  they  regret,  only,  that  fortune  forbade  ther 
to  come  m contact  with  the  enemy.  The:  Presides 
roughtm  about  50  prisoners — the  cash  taken  fror 
Inc  Packet  Swallow,  wras  carried,  to  the  bank  froi 
he  navy  yard,  with  drums  beating  and  colors  fly  in 
S!Leeal  WaSS'ons’  escorted  by  a part  of  the  crew 
ot  the  frigates,  and  a detachment  of  marines,  i mids 
the  huzzas  of  a large  concourse  of  spectators.*- 
1 iie  squadron  was  informed  on  the  16th  of  Dacerr 


It  is  said,  that  the  specie  and  gold  dust  deposited 
are  worth  300*000$.  ' ■ . 


her  by  the  Teazer  privateer,  of  the  capture  of  th 
Frolic  and  Macedonian.  These  i igates  will  soon  b 
ready  for  another  cruise  ; nd,  forming  a junction 
with  other  vessels,  may  sweep  the  coast. 

dy’By  the  order  in  council  inserted  in  page  297, 
the  British  government  have  relinquished,  in  favor 
of  the  officers  and  crews  of  their  vessels  of  war, 
all  claim  upon  prizes  they  make  of  American  ves- 
sels, &c.  That  congress  w ill  act  w ith  equal  liberality 
tow  ards  onr  most  precious  seamen,  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed, the  moment  that  the  proposition  is  offered. 

The  Boston  Pilot  gives  us  to  understand  that  the 
reports  put  into  circulation  stating  that  the  timber 
collected  at  the  navy  yard  there  for  the  purpose  of 
building  74’s  was  cut  up  for  ttie  gun-boats,  &c.  are 
false  ; and  intimates  that  two  of  them  may  be  built 
there. 

A public  dinner  was  given  to  com.  Decatur,  capt. 
Hull,  (capt.  Jones  could  not  attend)  bv  the  corpora- 
tion of  Ncw-York,  on  the  29th  ult.  Nearly  500  gen- 
tlemen sat  down  to  the  tables,  and  some  hundreds 
were  prevented  by  the  want  of  room  from  partaking 
in  the  civic  feast  The  mayor  presided.  The  enter- 
tainment wTas  got  up  in  great  stile,  and  Yankee  doo- 
dle was  the  favorite  music.  [We  are  glad  that  this 
old  tune  is  coining  into  fashion.]  The  toasts  drank 
generally  pointed  to  the  creation  of  a navy. 

A splendid  naval  ball  was  given  to  the  officers  of 
our  frigates  at  Nevv-York,  a few  days  ago.  More 
than  300  ladies,  elegantly  dressed,  attended.  Eve- 
ry thing  was  got  up  in  the  grandest  stile — the  dancing 
and  supper  rooms  were  decorated  with  many  superb 
transparencies  in  honor  of  our  naval  victories,  and 
the  whole  presented  a scene  of  unrivalled  beauty 
and  splendor.  The  supper  room  was  fitted  up  so  as 
to  represent  the  great  cabin  of  a ship  of  the  line. — 
These  things  tend  mightly  to  harmonize  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  and  promote  a spirit  of  patriotism 
in  the  breasts  of  the  most  callous,  as  well  as  to  ex- 
cite the  brave  to  deeds  more  daring.  We  wish  to 
all  such  parties  as  much  pleasure  as  the  occasions 
that  give  rise  to  them  are  glorious. 

It  is  stated  that  the  corporation  of  New-York  in- 
tend giving  a dinner  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  tlie 
frigate  United  States. 

The  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  have  presented 
an  elegant  sword  to  lieut.  Wadsworth,  a native  of 
that  place,  as  a tribute  to  his  valor  on  board  the  fri- 
gate Constitution. 

It  is  hinted,  in  away  that  gives  us  some  reason  to 
suspect  the  proposition  will  be  brought  forward — 
that  congress  will  pass  a law  having  for  its  object 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  seamen  from  the  navy  and 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  ; most  proba- 
bly on  the  principle  proposed  by  Mr.  llvssel  to  lord 
Castlereagh,  which  shall  be  reciprocal. 

Naval,  court  of  enquiry. — According  to  general 
usage  in  similar  cases,  a court  of  enquiry  has  been 
held  on  the  conduct  of  captain  .Tones,  late  command- 
er of  the  United  States’  ship  Wasp,  and  his  officers 
and  crew,  in  surrendering  the  same  to  a British  ship 
of  74  guns.  The  following  decision  of  the  court, 
approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  we  have  plea- 
sure in  laying  before  the  public. 

Opinion  of  the  court. 

The  court  having  heard  the  statements  and  evi- 
dence in  this  case,  and  having  maturely  considered 
the  circumstances  attending  the  surrender  of  the 
United  States’ ship  of  war,  the  Wasp  of  16  guns,  to 
his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  of  the  line,  the  Poic  tiers 
of  74  guns  ; particularly  the  crippled  and  disabled 
state  of  the  Wasp  from  the  brilliant  and  successful 
action  with  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship,  the  Frolic, 
of  superior  force  to  the  Wasp,  about  two  hours  be- 
fore the  Poictiers  kove  in  sight — and  the  force  and 
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condition  of  the  Poictiers,  which  made  it  useless  for 
them  to  contend, and  rendered  them  unable  to  escape, 
are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  there  was  no  im- 
propriety of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  said  ship  Wasp  during1  the  chase  by  the 
Poictiers,  or  in  tire  surrender — but  that  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Wasp  on  said  occasion 
was  eminently  distinguished  for  firmness  and  gal- 
lantry, in  making  every  preparation  and  exertion  of 
which  their  situation  would  admit. 

Dulceet  decorum' est  pro  pcitriamori. 

At  a meeting  of  the  young*  men  of  Lancaster,  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Slaymaker,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  lieutenant  J.  M.  Funk,  a native  of  this  bo- 
rough ; captain  Henry  Shippen  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  George  L.  Mayer  appointed  secretary. 

Whereas,  with  the  deepest  regret,  we  have  been 
apprised  of  the  untimely  death  of  our  friend  and  fel- 
low citizen,  lieutenant  John  JTusser  Funk , who  fell 
gloriously  fighting  the  cause  of  his  country,  in  the 
engagement  between  the  frigate  United  States,  and 
the  Macedonian,  which  ended  in  tire  brilliant  victory 
of  the  United  States  over  the  British  frigate  : 

Resolved,  That,  as  a testimony  of  our  grief  at  the 
loss  of  the  companion  of  our  youth,  our  respect. for 
his  virtues  and  the  high  estimation  in  which  we 
hold  his  memory,  we  will  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  the  space  of  thirty  da  vs. 

H.  SHIPPEN,  Chairman . 

G.  L.  Mater,  Secretary. 


American  Frizes. 
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“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  hut  by  permission , spreads !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

309.  Brig  Pomona,  from  Lisbon  for  Newfoundland, 
a valuable  vessel,  carries  8 12  pounders,  sent  in- 
to Belfast,  Maine,  by  the  letter  of  marque  Leo,  on 
her  voyage  to  France. 

310.  Ship  Betsey,  — guns,  from  Glascow,  for  Bar- 
badoes,  supposed  to  have  a quantity  of  specie  on 
board,  sent  into  Wilmington,  (N.  C.)  by  the  Revenge 
of  Baltimore. 


The  Point  in  Controversy. 

From  the  earliest  history  to  the  present  day — in 
all  ages  and  countries,  nations,  kingdoms  or  states, 
past  or  present,  the  protection  of  the  people  from 
foreign  aggression  has  been  considered  the  main  prin- 
ciple of  sovereignty,  as  well  as  the  grand  tie  that 
fastened  society  together.  The  most  precious  vil- 
lains that  ever  held  a sceptre  or  administered  a go- 
vernment, however  prodigal  they  themselves  might 
b*e  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties  of  their  sub- 
jects, have  kept  their  eye  single  on  this,  and  always 
resorted  to  awns  as  an  absolute  necessity,  when  a fo- 
reigner molested  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  either. — 
JVero, whose  name  is  synominous  with  all  that  is  cruel 
and  base,  would  have  relinquished  his  most  beloved 
debaucheries  to  avenge  his  subjects  of  a foreign 
prince,  who  should  have  inflicted  on  the  Roman  peo- 
ple the  least  of  the  oppressions  that  he  himself  vex- 
ed them  with — for  Aero  must  have  been  sensible  that 
his  otm. power  was  co-existant  and  immediately  de- 
pendent upon  such  protection  afforded.  It  ever  was, 
and  is,  and  shall  be,  the  common  Jaw  of  the  world, 
civilized  or  uncivilized,  Christian,  Jew,  Turk  or 
pagan,  that  sovereignty  in  government  is  inseparably 
connected  with  the  protection  of  the  people  govern- 
ed. It  is  impossible  that  the  former  can  sustain  itself 
without  the  latter. 


A writer  in  our  eastern  paper,  excessively  pleased 
that  the  United  States  find  it  necessary  to  borrow 
money  to  carry  on  the  war  against  Great  Britain, 
addresses  a long  essay  to  the  “capitalists”  of  a cer- 
tain state,  with  the  avowed  object  of  preventing  them 
from  loaning  any  part  of  it.  He  says — “you  all 
“know  the  point  upon  which  the  war  now  professedly 
“rests  ; and  you  know  it  is  a point  which  Great  Bri- 
ttain cannot  give  up,  and  which  our  government 
“lias  selected  because  it  cannot  be  abandoned.” 

This  “point”  every  man  knows  to  be  the  impress- 
ment of  seamen  on  the  high  seas,  from  American 
vessels. 

The  paragraph  is  inserted  only  to  shew  the  great 
lengths  to  which  a deleterious  British  influence  pro- 
ceeds. All  honest  men  would  despise  us  for  com- 
menting* upon  it — hut  we,  design  to  offer  a few  re-- 
marks  on  the  subject  of  impressment  generally,  tho’ 
the  matter  has  often  been  touched  in  this  work. 

“If  it  be  true  (says  a nervous  and  elegant  writer) 
that  the  existence  of  Great  Britain  depends  on  the 
exercise  of  this  outrage — it  is  as  true  that  our  inde- 
pendence depends  on  the  resistance, of  it.”  A pro- 
position, bearing  in  itself,  “confirmation  strong  as 
proofs  from  holy  writ.” 

There  never  was  an  easier  refuted  falsehood  pro" 
pagated  by  the  ingenious  cabinet  of  St.  James9,  or  in- 
sisted upon  by  its  friends  in  either  hemisphere,  than 
that  Great  Britain  desires  to  obtain  only  “7/<?r  own 
seamen ,”  as  the  phrase  is — i.  e.  her  “natural  born 
subjects,”  be  their  present  residence,  home  or  cir- 
cumstances what  they  may ; for  she  impresses  boys, 
Germans,  Swedes,  Danes,  Portuguese , and  even 
Frenchmen,  from  on  board  American  vessels,  as  her 
need  requires,  or  the  caprice  of  the  naval  officers 
prescribes.*  In  some  instances  whole  cr'ews  have 
been  seized.  The  ship  Pekin, of  Philadelphia,  struck 
on  a rock  near  the  island  of  Java , in  the  East  Indies 
— she  was  got  off  by  assistance  from  the  British  fri- 
gate Cornelia,  captain  Oxoens , and  towed  to  Onrust 
island,  from  whence  the  wliole  crew  were  impressed 
by  a gang  from  the  Cornelia ; and  the  ship  being 
left  unprotected,  was  plundered  by  the  Malays. — 
The  master  of  the  Pekin  made  every  effort  to  regain 
his  men  ; but  captain  Owens  said,  they  were  fitting 
out  an  expedition  against  the  Dutch  settlemen  1,  Pa- 
lamban  and  that  he  was  in  want  of  men — adding, 
however,  that  when  the  affair  was  over  they  should, 
be  released  and  paid  for  their  services.  This  hap- 
pened in  March  1812.  The  crew  have  not  returned 
— if  they  touched  the  proffered  compensation,  they 
became  as  “liege  subjects  of  his  majesty” — if  they 
refused,  they  might  be  cast  on  shore  ten  thousand 
miles  from  home,  destitute  of  the  mejms  of  obtain- 
ing* a mouthful  of  food  or  of  returning  to  their  coun- 
try. But  the  probability  is  they  were  retained  : as, 
in  the  Indian  seas,  from  the  effect  of  the  climate, 
“his  majesty’s  ships”  always  “ want  men.”  Captain 
Owens  did  not  pretend  to  suspect  these  men  for  Bri- 
tish subjects,  but,  in  the  true  spirit  of  impress- 
ment, took  them  because  he  wanted  them  to  fight  the 
Dutch.  The  fact  is,  that  Great  Britain  has  many 
thousand:  foreign  seamen  in  her  service ; crimped, 
inveigled  or  feloniously  seized  upon,  in  all  manner 
of  ways,  and  held  and  retained  by  fraud  and  vio- 
lence— they  amount  to  between  30  and  40,000  meu  ; 
some  of  whom  may  have  entered  voluntarily,  but 
15,000  have  been  impressed  from  American  vessels 
on  the  high  seas — it  is  believed  she  does  not  impress 
from  any  other  ; at  least  we  have  not  heard  of  a case 
of  the  kind. 

*See  correspondence  of  Mr.  Pickering  with  Mr’ 

1 King,  Weekh'  Register,  vol.  2,  page  385,  <kc. 
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It  is  true  that  Great  Britain  wants  men  for  her 

navy -the  dey  of  Algiers  also  wants  slaves  to 

build  his  palaces — one  has  as  much  right  to  impress 
a:  tiie  other.  To  bring  the  case  nearer  home  : It  is 
is  the  plea  of  the  southern  people  that  they  must  have 
laborers  to  cultivate  their  cotton*  rice,  tobacco,  &c. 
Tiiis  is  their  business' — the  means  by  which  they  ob- 
tain a livelihood.  Their  “existence”  they  tell  us,  de- 
pends upon  raising  these  commodities,  and  they 
“ cannot ” raise  them  without  slaves.  Will  this  plea 
justify  them  in  impressing  the  people  of  the  eastern 
states  to  work  in  their  fields,  because  they  have  not 
negroes  enough  to  answer  their  purposes  ? Would 
the  excuse  made  by  captain  Owens  of  the.  Cornelia, 
satisfy  the  fellow  citizens  of  those  violently  seized 
and  compelled  to  labor  against  their  consent  ? — 
Would  they  not  indignantly  say — : — “ work  vorn- 
selves  on  starve.  What  is  it  to  US  that  YOU 
“ must  have  men  ” to  raise  your  tobacco,  your  rice, 
and  your  cotton  ? — you  and  tour  commodities  may 
perish  together  ! Use  your  own  negroes  as  you  like, 
but  dare  not  lay  your  hands  upon  a J 'anker.  Curtail 
your  expences— lessen  your  pride  ; be  sober,  tem- 
perate and  discreet,  and  you  can  get  on  well  enough 
—but  in  any  event,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  yom 
concerns,  and  you  shall  not  make  slaves  of  our 
brethren .**  “Softly,  Mr.  Jonathan ,”  says  the  southern 
man,  some  of  our  negroes  run  away,  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble in  all  cases  to  distinguish  them.  Re  not  offended: 
wo  will  restore  such  as  we  seize  by  mistake,  if  you 
can  find  out  where  they  are,  and  prove  them  to  be 
of  your  immediate  family.  We  raise  cotton  and  rice 
to  clothe  and  feed  “the  world ;”  and,  indeed,  brother 
Jonathan , you  ought  not  to  quarrel  with  us  fpr  a 
few  of  your  laborers',  who  are,  “ generally  the  very 
refuse  of  mankind  What  would  the  eastern  people 
say  to  this  ? “The  hundred  hills  of  Massachusetts” 
would  reverberate  one  deep  toned  and  irresistable 
cry  for  justice — “indemnity  for  the  past  and  secu- 
rity for  the  future,”  would  be  demanded  by  every 
man,  woman  and  child  of  that  respectable  state; — 
and  cursed  be  he  that  would  sheath  the  sword  be- 
fore they  are  obtained : it  would  not  be  sheathed 
while  an  honest  Yankee  had  life  and  strength  to 
wield  it,  the  wrong  unatoned  for.'  Yet  such,  in  sub- 
stance, is  the  British  official  plea;' her  navy  officers 
disdain  to  use  it ; they  merely  allege  “they  want 
men  and  must  have  them.”  A white  man  and  a negro 
are  not  more  certainly  distinguishable  from  each 
other,  than  many  persons  impressed  are  from  British 
subjects — and  no  punishment  or  censure  is  inflict- 
ed for  the  mistakes  they  make.  Indeed  it  shews  a 
good  officer  to  keep  up  a full  crew ; and  he  is  deem- 
ed in  proportion  to  the  efficacy  of  his  command. 
An  enquiry  how  he  got  the  men  is  never  thought 
of— it  is  sufficient  that  he  has  them. 

Again — by  the  laws  of.  Great  Britain — if  a foreign 
seamen  voluntarily  enters  her  navy,  he  will  not  be 
given  up— if  he  remains  two  years  "in  it,  he  becomes 
naturalized  from  the  mere  fact  of  doing  so,  and  ne- 
ver can  cast  of  his  “allegiance” — if  he  marries  a Bri- 
tish woman  he  is  transformed  into  a British  subject  ;± 
which  is  also  done  by  making  that  country  his  home 
for  a short  period.  Nay,  it  appears,  from  the  cor- 
respondence of  Mr.  Savage,  inserted  in  this  number, 
(see  page  296)  that  the  simple  act  of  entering  the 
merchant's  service  makes  a legal  subject  of  the  Bri- 
tish crown.  Further,  if  an  impressed  man  “enters,” 
as  they  call  it,  or  receives  one  penny  of  bounty  or 
pay,  under  any  circumstances  whatsoever,  his  fate  is 
sealed.1 — These  are  established  facts. 
allow  to  Great  Britain  the  highest  claim  that  her 
most  desperate  partizans  can  oiler — and,  for  one  mo 


ment,  receive  the  most  glaring  falsehood  and  wilful 
perversion  of  fact  for  holy  truth,  and  say — that  she 
desires  to  search  our  vessels,  in  a friendly  way,  for  her 
natural  born  subjects”  only — What  then  ? Are  not 
our  naturalization  laws  as  good  as  her's  ? Shall  the 
man  who  has  married  a wife  here,  and  by  a residence 
of  five  years  and  due  process  of  law  made  himself  a 
citizen,  be  impressed  l Will  she  not  be  ruled  by  the 
same  principle  that  gove  rns  her  own  conduct  ? Would 
she  give  up  to  an  American  vessel  of  war  an  American 
seamen  in  her  service  (much  less  a Swede , German , 
&c.)  against  his  consent,  and  who  by  his  own  volun- 
tary act  lnd  become  her  subject  P NO — never  while 
she'  had  a brave  man  to  point  a cannon  would  she 
submit  to  this.  How  base  and  contemptible,  then, 
is  that  sophistry  that  would  reason  us  into  a belief 
that  we  ought  so  to  do  ! The  grandest  rascal,  covered 
by  the  canopy  of  Heaven,  dare  not  complain  that 
the  same  measure  is  meted  to  him  "that  he  metes  to 
others.  /'  ": 

Farther — if  the- most  dignified  officer  in  the  naval 
service  of  our  enemy  were  to  pluiider  neutral  vessels 
of  a box  of  codfish,  dr-  a bale  of  cotton , on  suspicion 
that  it  was  even  enemy's  property,  it  might  cost  him 
his  whole  fortune  with  an  ignominious  dismissal. — 
The  law  of  nations  allows  him  to  send  in  the  vessel 
for  adjudication,  and  it  becomes  him  to  prove  the 
fact  he  suspected — if  he  he  fails  in  this,  he  is  often 
mulcted  in  heavy  damages  by  the  courts  of  law  of 
his  own  country.  But  in  the  business  of  man-steal- 
ing, he  himself  is  judge  and  jury — he  takes  when  and 
where  he  pleases,  and  is  irresponsible  for  his  con- 
duct. If  complaint  is  made,  he  silences  it  by  the 
broad  plea  “that  his  majesty  wanted  men” — and,  if  the 
man  stolen  is  restored  to  liberty  after  years  of  dangers 
and  servitude,  without  one  cent  for  his  hazards  and 
toils,  there  are  knaves  who  produce  his  case  in  evi- 
dence of  “British  magnanimity  !''  The  plea,  just 
above  mentioned,  like  the  mantle  of  pretended  athe- 
ism, covers  the  most  horrible  crimes,  and  legalizes 
acts  worthy  the  choicest  torments  of  ancient  Per- 
sian monarchs  or  modern  Spanish  inquisitors. 

By  referring  to  the  documents  inserted  in  the  se- 
cond volume  of  this  work,  page  385,  et  seq.  it  will 
appear  that  every  administration  h&s  resisted  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen  from  our  vessels,  under  any 
circumstance.  The  leading  men  of  all  parties  have 
solemnly  protested  against  it,  and  pronounced  the 
practice  inadmissible.  The  evil  daily  increased ; 
and,  the  most  honest  endeavors  having  failed  to 
check  or  control  it,  it  remained  for  President  JTadi- 
son  to  recommend  the  last  resort  of  the  injured — as 

APPEAL  TO  ARMS. 

In  a future  number  the  proffers  of  an  accommoda- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Bussell  to  lord  Castlereagh,  will 
be  noticed,  8cc. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

& o 


*See  admiral  Warren's  letter,  page  289. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday  Jan.  2. — The  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States  was  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Stow  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  house'  for 
one  moment — not  that  he  might  advocate  or  oppose 
t.hs  present  bill,  but  that  he  might  explain  to  this 
house  and  the  nation  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give. 
I was,  said  he,  decidedly  opposed  to  the  war,  aridT 
have,  bv  every  lawful  means  in  mv  power,  endeavoi*- 
Let  us  nowte<*  10  change  the  executive.  S>hall  I then  vote  the 
means  for  carrying  on  a war  which  i opposed,  and 
place  those  means  in  the  power  of  men  in  whom  I 
have  but  little  confidence  ? I deliberately  say,  yes. 
When  the  people  by  their  constituted  agents  have 
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said  we  “ will  have  war,”  and  when  they  have  de- 
cided who  shall  be  the  executive  to  conduct  it,  I con- 
ceive it  my  duty  to  furnish  all  reasonable  means  for 
carrying*  their  will  promptly  arid  vigorously  into 
effect.  If  the  executive  misuses  these  means,  he  is 
answerable  to  seven  millions  of  people — if  he  use 
them  wisely,  we  shall' all  share  in  the  prosperity  and 
glory  of  our  country. 

The  bill  was  then  decided,  yeas, 65 — nays  34. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  raising  and  an  additional  mili- 
taiy  force. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  house  having  been 
agreed  to — the  question  was  stated.  Shall  the  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time  ? 

After  a good  deal  of  conversation  on  various  parts 
of  the  bill,  and  sundry  propositions  made  to  amend 
the  same,  the  house  adjourned  without  a decision. 

•Monday,  Jan.  4.—*Mr.  Edward  Hamstead , a dele- 
gate from  the  territory  of  Missouri , app.ea.red  and 
took  his  seat 

Oft  motion  of  Mr.  Bum-ell a resolution  was  adopt- 
ed instructing  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to 
inquire  iff  to  the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  the  va- 
lue of  foreign  gold  coins  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Jflandolph  offered  a resolution  “ to  request  the 
President  to  lay  before  the  house  a roll  of  persons  hav- 
ing office  or  employment  under  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  Randolph, 
Blackledge  and  others,  the  further  consideration  of 
the  motion  was  postponed  until  Wednesday. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  raising  an  additional  military  force  for  one  year, 
and  after  Messrs.  Brigham , Ridgley  and  Pitkin  had 
successively  spoke  against  it — the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  5. — After  some  minor  business,  the 
house  resumed  the  bill  for  an  additional  military 
force,  as  onyesterday — Messrs. Boyd,  Lazo and  Quincy 
(the  latter  at  great  length)  spoke  against  it,  and  Mr. 
Rhea  in  favor  of  it. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  6 — The  business  of  yesterday  was 
continued — Messrs.  Rhea,  Widgery , Jlrcher,  Grundy 
and  Troup  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to 
those  who  had  spoken  against  it. 
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The  president  has  signed  the  bill  for  increasingthe 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bill  directing  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remit  certain  fines,  pe- 
nalties and  forfeitures — that  is,  to  cancel  the  mer- 
chant’s bonds. 

Thedegislature  of  Georgia  have  passed  an  act  stay- 
ing executions  for  debt  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war. 

By  an  arrival  at  New-York  we  have  news  from  En- 
gland to  the  11th  of  November.  A despatch  has 
been  received  from  lord  Cathcart,  the  British  Envoy 
in  Russia,  that  mentions  a great  victory  obtained  by 
the  Russians  over  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French 
under  Murat  near  Moscow,  on  the  18th  of  October. 
R is  said  the  Russians  took  38  pieces  of  cannon  and 
a standard  of  honor.  Particulars  are  not  mentioned, 
but  we  understand  from  the  accounts,  that  Bona- 
parte had  retreated  from  JMoscmo  to  Smolensk ; 
where,  it  is  further  said  he  was  completely  surround- 
ed. The  Russian  general  Wint  zing  erode  had  enter- 
ed Moscow,  from  which  the  French  had  retreated 
so  precipitately  as  to  leave  their  sick  behind  them. 
All  these  things  are  possible. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Russian  fleet  has  arrived  at 
Leith,  Scbtland,  to  preserve  it  from  the  French,  and 
to  co-op$rate  with  the  British  navy. 


From  Spain , it  is  intimated  that  the  French  have 
re-taken  Madrid.  The  event  of  the  war  in  tiie 
Peninsula  will  materially  depend  upon  the  progress 
of  things  in  Russia. 

The  French  papers  state,  that  great  discontent 
prevails  among  the  Spaniards  in  the  districts  through 
which  the  British  armies  have  lately  passed,  because 
all  the  supplies  furnished  have  been  paid  for  in  pa- 
per. 

Austria  is  assembling  a large  army  in  Hungary— 
its  ostensible  object  is  to  attack  the  Turks. 

French  fleet. — A French  squadron  (says  a London 
paper  of  November  6.)  consisting  of  one  three  deck- 
er, five  741s  .three  frigates,  and  some  smaller  ships 
of  war,  are  said  to  be  lying  in  Basque  Roads,  but  not 
at  a greater  distance  than  tw*o  gun  shots  from  the 
British  squadron,  consisting  of  one  three  decker  and 
three  74’s.  The  enemy  had  more  than  once  evinced 
a disposition  to  face  this  inferior  force,  but  the  wind 
did  not  exactly  favor  their  intention.  There  is  no 
doubt  of  the  intention  of  this  squadron  to  escape  to 
America,  if  possible. 

Earl  Moira  has  been  appointed  governor-general  of 
British  India.  The  British  parliament  was  to  meet 
on  the  24th  of  November.  Lord  Castlereagh,  by  a 
circular  letter, . had  requested  the  punctual  atten- 
dance of  all  the  members  of  the  house  of  commons 
on  that  day.  The  prince  regent  was  to  open  the  ses- 
sion by  a speqeh  from  the  throne. 

A Lo.ndon  paper  says  that  the  Callender  for  the  Old 
Bailey  sessions  is  heavier  than  ever  was  known.  The 
total  number  of  persons  committed  for  trial  is  250, 
of  whom  eighty  are  for  capital  offences. 

Wonderful. — The  following  is  a letter  from  Malta, 
says  a late  London  paper : — 

“I  have  to  acquaint  you,  of  a Phenomenon  which 
has  appeared  at  Damascus,  in  Syria,  in  April  last : — 
a pillar  of  fire,  of  an  immense  light,  was  seen  to- 
wards the  East,  and  remained  in  view  three  days 
and  nights  ; during  which  time,  no  Sun,  Moon  or 
Stars,  were  seen ; yet  the  light  was  sufficient  for 
seeing  any  object.  This  has  given  rise  to  many  con- 
jectures among  learned  men  in  this  place.  The  Nile 
has  risen  two  months  before  the  usual  time.” 

It  is  confidently  rumored  that  the  rev.  Mr.  Mendo- 
la,  the  Portuguese  rabbi,  received  a letter  a few  days 
since,  from  the  rabbies  of  Jerusalem,  informing 
him,  that  there  had  been  no  darkness  in  the  sacred 
city  for  three  days  and  three  nights,  in  consequence 
of  a Cloud  of  fire  which  rested  on  a tree  in  the  vici- 
nity ; and  that  the  third  day  it  vanished,  to  the  ge- 
neral consternation  of  all  the  inhabitants.  The  tree, 
it  is  observed,  was  not  damaged  by  the  miraculous 
and  awful  event ! We  are  confidently  assured,  by 
very  serious  authorities,  that  no  doubt  exists  among 
the  children  of  Israel,  in  this  metropolis,  as  to  tile  ve- 
rity of  this  extraordinary  communication. 

Elizabethtown , N.  J.  Bee . 22.— Governor  Ogden’s 
beautiful  steam  boat,  just  completed,  went  from 
this  place  to  Amboy,  on  Friday  last,  to  take  out 
papers.  Iler  performance  was  highly  gratifying  to 
the  friends  of  an  establishment  that  promises  not 
only  private  emolument,  but  public  utility.  She 
returned  from  Amboy,  a distance  of  13  or  14  miles, 
in  two  hours  ; from  which  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
after  the  friction  of  the  machinery  is  reduced  by 
exercise,  her  velocity  will  exceed  any  of  those  now 
in  use.  The  machinery,  which  differs  in  many  re- 
spects from  any  heretofore  built,  was  prepared  By 
Mr,  Daniel  Dod,.  formerly  of  Mendbam.  This  gen- 
tleman, as  a. mechanic,  is  inferior  to  very  few  of  that 
useful  class  of  citizens,  whether  we  consider  his  in- 
genuity of  invention,  correctness  of  calculation,  or 
neatness  in  execution.  . • 
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Legislature  of  Maryland. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  intro- 
duced into  the  senate  of  this  state  by  Mr.  Stephen, 
on  th6  Saturday  last  previous  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  legislature,  read,  concurred  in  by  that  body, 
and  sent  to  the  house  of  delegates.  They  were 
intended  as  a substitute  for  those  passed  by  the 
house  of  delegates  on  the  22d  ult.  disapproving  of 
the  President’s  requisition  on  the  several  state 
governments  for  their  respective  quotas  of  100,000 
militia,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  congress  of  the 
10th  of  April,  1812 — (Seepage  273.) 

BT  THE  SENATE-* *-.!  A XUARY  2,  1813. 

Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  those  to  whom  the  peo- 
ple of  these  United  States  have  confided  the  admini- 
stration of  our  national  concerns,  to  take  effectual 
measures  “to  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quility, provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  li- 
berty to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,”  to  enable  the 
public  functionaries  to  execute  this  important  trust, 
and  to  repel  any  encroachments  which  the  injustice 
or  ambition  of  a foreign  power  may  attempt  to  make 
upon  our  unquestionable  rights  as  a free,  sovereign 
and  independent  people,  holding  equal  rank  and  pos- 
sessing equal  privileges  with  the  0 their  nations  of 
the  world  ; the  constitution  of  our  country  has  in- 
vested its  rulers  with  the  power  of  calling  into  ac- 
tion the  national  resources,  and  of  directing  the  ap- 
plication of  them  in  such  manner  as  may  in  their 
judgment  be  best  calculated  to  attain  indemnity  for 
injuries  which  are  past,  and  security  against  their 
recurrence  in  future  ; and  although  it  should  be  the 
constant  endeavor  of  the  government  of  our  county, 
to  maintain  entire  and  unimpaired  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  with  all  the  World,  yet  whenever 
the  pursuit  of  this  pacific  policy  is  rendered  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  national  interest,  prosperity 
and  happiness,  by  the  unprovoked  injuries  and  law- 
less aggressions  of  a foreign  power ; whenever  those 
rights  are  assailed,  without  the  full  and  perfect  en- 
joyment of  which  a nation  can  no  longer  claim  the 
character  and  attributes  of  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence ; whenever'  the  right  of  a free  people  to  navigate 
the  common  highway  of  nations,  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  and  vending  the  surplus  products  of 
their  soil  and  industry  at  a foreign  market  is  at- 
tempted to  be  controled  and  subjected  to  such  arbi- 
trary rules  and  tyrannical  regulations, as  the  jealousy 
or  injustice  of  a foreign  power  may  think  proper  to 
prescribe ; whenever  their  citizens  engaged  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  ordinary  occupations,  and  laboring  to  | 
obtain  the  means  of  subsistence  for  themselves  and 
their  families,  are  torn  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  violence 
from  their  country,  their-  connections,  and  then- 
homes  ; whenever  the  tender  ties  of  parent  and  child, 
of  husband  and  wife  are  wholly  disregarded  by  the 
inexorable  cruelty  of  the  unfeeling  oppressor,  who 
usurping  the  high  prerogative  of  heaven,  and  antici- 
pating the  dread  office  of  death,  converts  those  sa- 
cred relations  into  a premature  orphanage  and  wi- 
dowhood, not  that  orphanage  and  widowhood  which 
“spring  from  the  grave,”  unless  indeed  the  floating 
dungeons  into  which.  they  are  cast,  and  compelled  to 
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fight  the  battles  of  their  oppressor  may  be  compared 
to  the  awful  and  glbomy  mansions  of  the  tomb  j 
whenever  injuries  and  oppressions,  such  as  these  are 
inflicted  by  a foreign  power,  upon  the  persons  and 
properties  of  our  citizens,  and  an  appeal  to  the  jus- 
tice of  such,  power  to  obtain  redress  proves  whollv 
useless  and  Unavailing ; in  such  case  it  is  the  duty  of 
those  to  whom  the  sacred  trust  of  protecting  the 
‘ rights  of  the  citizen  and  the  honor  of  the  nation  is 
confided  to  take  such  measures  as  the  exigency  of 
tiie  case  shall  require  to  protect  the  one  and  vindi- 
cate the  other  : — The!  efore* 

Resolved,  That  the  war  “Waged  by  the  U.  States 
against  Great  Britain,  is  just,  necessary  and  politic* 
and  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  united  strength 
and  resources  of  the  nation,  until  the  grand  object 
is  obtained  for  which  it  was  declared* 

Resolved,  That  we  have  full  confidence  in  the  vir- 
tue, patriotism  and  ability  of  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  nation,  and  rejoice  that  lie  will  again  be  reward- 
ed by  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow  citizens,  for  his  able 
and  faithful  services  in  the  cause  of  his  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  acknowledge  and  assert  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  into  the  service  ef  the  same,  the  militia 
thereof  under  the  authority  of  congress,  whenever 
in  his  opinion  the  exigencies  enumerated  in  the  con- 
stitution, demand  such  a requisition. 

Resolved,  That  we  entertain  a high  sense  of  the 
distinguished  valor,  skill  and  patriotism  of  our  naval 
commanders,  and  their  brave  associates,  evinced  in 
the  late  victories  obtained  by  them  over  the  public 
enemy,  and  that  for  such  brilliant  and  illustrious  ser- 
vices, they  merit  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

By  order,  THUS.  ROGERS,  Clerk. 

Legislature  of  South  Carolina. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  DUELING. 

The  following  bill  was  passed  bit  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  at  their  late  session,  and  has  become  a law. 

JBe  it  enacted  by  the  honorable  ihe  senate  and  house! 
of  representatives,  now  met  and  siting  in  general  as-* 
sembly,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  if  any  person  or 
persons,  resident  in  or  being  a citizen  of  this  state* 
shall  fight  a duel,  or  shall  send  or  give  or  accept  a 
challenge  to  fight  a duel,  or  shall  cause  any  such 
challenge  to  be  sent,  given  or  accepted  within  this 
state,  or  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States*  his 
or  their  seconds  and  all  and  every  other  porson  or 
persons,  directly  or  indirectly  concerned,  in  fight- 
|ing  any  duel,  or  sending,  giving,  accepting  or  car- 
rying or  conveying  any  such  challenge,  their  coun- 
sellors, aiders  and  abettors,  upon  being  thereof 
convicted,  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction,  shall 
lie  imprisoned  for  twelve  months,  and  shall  severally 
forfeit  and  pay  a fine  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  the 
use  of  the  state,  and  shall  stand  committed  until 
such  fine  is  paid,  and  until  he  or  the}-  shall  severally 
give  ample  security,  to  be  approved  by  one  of  the 
associate  judges  of  this  state,  in  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  for  his  perpetual  good  behavior, 
and  shall  forever  be  disqualified  from  holding  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust,  in  or  under  this  stale,  or  from 
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pTac’-islncr  law,  physic  or  divinity,  within  this  state : 
Provided however,  that  in  case. any  death  shall  hap 
pen  in  con:  equcnce  of  any  duel,  this  act  shall  not 
be  so  construed  as  to  save  the  offenders  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  the  laws  of  the  land  provided  for 
the  punhhinent  of  homicide. 

And  be  it  further,  enact ?d,  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  all  net's  and  parts  of  acts,  repugnant  to 
thi.s  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed.. 


gusted  ; common  sense  and  common  prudence  forbid 
it : and,  therefore,  no  project  was  less  to  be  expect- 
ed. But  that,  was  the  very  reason,  he  said,  why  he 
thought  it  more  likely  to  be  suggested  and  adopted 
by  the  cabinet ; and,  paradoxical  and  anomalous  as 
it  might  seem,  the  reason  why  it  was  more  likely  to 
succeed  too. 

Out  of  twenty  illustrations  to  which  he  csuld  re- 
sort, he  would  select  only  two  upon  this,  subject. 
When  the  war  came  under  consideration,  no  one  be- 
lieved that  it  was  really  a war  for  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  or  that  our  cabinet  could  seriously  contem- 
plate a war  against  Great  Britain  any  more  than  they 
could  against  China.  A nation  in  the  enjoyment  of 
5th  inst.  the- bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  more  than  thirty  years  peace  to  encounter  one  in  the 
force  of  SUiPOa  men,  being  under  consideration,  > f„u  prosecution  of  a war  already  of  twenty  years*' 
Mr.  Quincy  rose  and  delivered  the  following , duration.  A nation  Without  resources-;  without  an 
speech  ; and  though  it  is  not  immediately  in  reply  i armv;  without  a navy;  without  military  force,science, 
to  Mr.  Williams,  but  applies  to  the.  war  generally,  i habits  or  discipline,  to  goto  war  with  the  most  rich 
we.  prefer  it  to  a place  in  this  work.  It  is  copied ! and  powerful  nation  upon  eartli,  which,  without  rais- 
frnm  the  United  Mat**  for  whh-h  | ing  one  additional  soldier  or  sailor,  or  equipping  one 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Tuesday  the 


from  the  United  States  Gazette,  for  which  it  was 
reported. 

Ma.  Quixcr  said  that  he  had  some  opinions  upon 
the  bill,  which  he  wished  to  offer  in  full,  though  he 


additional  ship,  could  carry  havock  and  desolation 
over  our  shores  and  into  our  cities.  Even  now,  many 
were  pretty  nearly  in  the  same  condition  of  mind  as. 


should  fail,  he  feared,  from  the  want  of  health..  The  j the  gentleman  of  Pennsylvania,  who  insisted  that  the 
bill,  he  observed,  proposed  .to  augment  the  army  by  existence  of  a declaration  of  war  was  all  a federal 
WfOt)'  men.  Tins  extension,  if  granted,  would  raise  If. Jsehood — plagued  with  common  sense  and  pru- 
th.e  army  to  55,000.  It  had  been  stated  on  that  floor  j dence,.  they  could  not  believe  the  invasion  of  Canada 
by  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  that  the  ex~;  possible,  or  that  whatever  ! Hostile  intention  we  might 
isiihg  military  establishment  would  answer  ail  Hie;  have  to  Great  Britain,  we  could  deliberately  go  to 
purposes  of  internal  national  service,  and  that  this  j wreak  it  on  a race  of  inoffensive  colonists,  with  whom 
new  army  of  20,0  JO  men,  was  intended  for  the  inva-jthe  people  of  our  nation  was  on  terms  of  friendly  in- 
sion  of  Canada.  As  tins  was  the  avowed  purpose  of  j tercourse,  in  the  habits  of  mutual  interchange  of  acts 
the  bill,  he  would  bring  it  into  distinct  considers*-  ( 0f  neighborhood — connecting  themselves  lay  marri- 
tions.  fhe  invasion  and  conquest  of  Canada  as  it  j - with,  each  other,  with  so  many  inducements  of 
was  desirable  in  itself,  and  as  it  might  be  made  cqn-.jyea(|  anc|  of  heart  to  avoid  hostilities — It  could  not 
ducive  to.  the  attainment  of  peace.  He  directed  j i)e  believed — It  coukl . n,o.t  be  imagined,  that  exclu- 
lu.mse.if  to  .ns  politic:  ! • iriends,  and  to  his  political . s*ive  0f  these  considerations  we  could  think  of  going 
opponents  (for  there  were  men  on  both  sides  who  j with  a raw  undisciplined  militia  against  a country 
totally  disbelieved  that  this  was.  the  object,  and  .flat-,  defended  by  at  least  twelve  thousand  regular  veto- 
tercel  their  goad  hearts  that  it  was  a mere  threat  ;Pan,  troops  besides  its  militia;'  and  to  march  into  it, 
thrown  out  to  aid  negociation)  and  he  bid  them  be- 
ware how  they  acted  upon  that  erroneous  imagina- 
tion. Whoever  conceived  that  the  measure  was 


projected  as  a means  of  peace,  or  for  any  thing 
but  an  invasion 'of'  Canada,  or  that  the  waitwould 
not  he  continued,  was  grossly  deceived.  He  warn- 
ed his  political  opponents,  who,  though  with  up- 
right views,  submitted  to  the  dictates  of  the  ca- 
binet, to  recollect  what  their  past  experience  must 
h ire- shown  them..  That  no  proposition  which  was 
likely  to  be  obnoxious  to  public  censuro — no  dose- 
•Ivhich  was  likely  to-  produce' nausea,  or  to  scour  the 
popularity  of  the  government,  ever  was  administer- 
ed by  them-,  but  some  under  operator  was.  employed 
to  suggest  that  there  was  some  other  object  in  it 
than  the  true  or.e>  and  to  assure  those  whose  sio- 
rrt  chs  turned  at  it,  that  it  was. hot  what  they  thought 
it.  Of  this  sort  was  the  assurance  given  on  the  in- 
troduction of  the  embargo  law,  which  was  intended 
to  operate- inimically  to  Greaf  Britain  ; hut  Its  advo- 
cates' came  there  and  urged  that  it  . was  merely  in- 
tended to  save  the  essential  resources  of  the 'country. 
And  in  like  mannerthe  incipient  steps  to  this  war 
were  glossed  over  by  an  assurance  that  Mr.  Foster 
had  instructions  which  would  enable  administration, 
to  set  tle  all  differences  with  him  : . and  the  vast  mili- 
tary establishments.,  desired,  are  said  to  be  only  a 
' grand  scheme  of  pacification. 

Itis  politicid  friends  too,  Mr.  Quincy  appealed  to 
a warning  voice.  Too  apt  to  rely  on  their  own 
. wisdom,  they  maintained  that  it.  could  not  be-;  it 
was  impossible  administration  could  meditate  the 
- taking  at  Canada.  Where  were  the. men  l Where 
was  the  money  l The  eastern  states  would  be  dis- 


i mi  .ting  treason  by  proclamation,  in  a quarter  too, 
where  such  a system  could  be  retorted  upon  us  with 
the  most  terrible  effect,  seemed  to  be  beyond  the 
range  of  possibility  : It  never  enters  into  their  heads 
that  all  this-  was  connected  with  the  choice  of  elec- 
tors for  the  next  president,  and  that  the  invasion  of 
Canada  was  only  another  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
election.  But  now  all  was  revealed : now  it  was  as 
clear  as  day,  proved  to  demonstration  that  the  coun- 
try may  be  disgraced,  and  yet  the  cabinet  honored — 
that  the  country  may  be  ruined,  yet  those  who  hold 
its  destinies  be  happy. 

Mr.  Q.  here  reverted  to  an  expression  of  his,  viz. 
that,  paradoxical  as  it  might  appear,  a measure  was 
the  more  likely  to  succeed  for  being*  contradictory* 
to  common  sense  and  common  prudence.  He  said 
that  there  was  something*  in  flagrant  audac  ity  more 
likely  to  accomplish  certain  purposes  than  either 
strength,  or  genius  : and  he  who, regardless  of  shame, 
■undertook  what  never  was  thought  of  before,  or  be- 
fore undertaken,  was  most  likely  to  accomplish  it. 
The  project  now  in  the  contemplation  of  the  govern- 
ment; he  thought  of  this  kind,  and  quite  likely  to 
succeed.  It  was  feasible — an  army  of  50,00G  men 
mi  fort  be  obtained,  lie  did  believe — money  might 
and  would  be  got  by  loan — and  then  such  an  army 
having*  a proper  leader,  animated  by  a conviction  of 
its  own  strength,  and  of  the  danger  of  flinching, 
would  not  fail  to  get  what  they  demanded,  if  not  by 
the-votes  of  this  house,  by  the  bayonet.  Mr.  Q.  there- 
fore warned  them  to  see  the  business  as  it  really  was. 
A scheme  of  invasion,  which,  as  the  French  emperor 
once  sutd  about  ships  and  colonies-— so  his  friends  io 
the  American  cabinet. 
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/'  it  ere  he  was  called  to  order  by  a rr.eir.ber. 

The  speaker  spoke,  but  we  know  not  what  speci- 
fically was  said  by  him,  or  by  the  member  who  called 
Mr.  Quincy  to  order — we  imagined  at  the  time;  it 
. related  to  taking  down  Mr.  Quincy’s  Words  from  that 
gentleman’s  reply,  in  Which  he  said  lie  was  desirous 
to  be  responsible  for  every  word  he  said,  and  then  re- 
peated them  ; insisting  that  it  was  right  to  call  na- 
tions at  peace  with  us,  and  indeed  all  as  one  as  in  al- 
liance, our  friends.  lie  spoke  of  their  public  rela- 
tions. lie  had  a right  to  do  so,  and  therefore  he 
would  say  what,  he  had  before  attempted  to  say— “A 
scheme  of  invasion,  of  which,  us  the  French  emperor 
said  about  ships  and  colonies,  so  his  friends,  the 
American  cabinet,  may  say  of  Canada,  that  they  were 
entering  into  a scope  of  policy.  “I  will  tell  gentle- 
men (continued  Mr.  Q.)  that  no  government  ever 
yet  was  injured  by  false  inuendoes.  The  sting  of 
sarcasm,  and  the  strength  of  satire  consist  in  the 
truth  of  the  remark.” 

Considering  then  the  object  of  the  bill  to  be  what 
it  was  called,  a mean  for  taking  Canada,  Mr.  Q.  said 
he  would  view  it  in  three  distinct  points  : 

1st.  The  invasion  on  its  own  merits. 

2d.  As  a mean  for  the  attainment  of  peace. 

3d.  As  a mean  for  the  advancement  of  the  local 
views  of  thp  continent. 

As  to  the  first  point,  he  said,  he  was  not  uttering 
his  own  opinion  only,  but  the  confirmed  sentiments 
of  the  people  in  his  portion  of  the  union,  that  the  in- 
vasion of  Canada  was  cruel,  wanton,  senseless,  and 
wicked.  He  was  not,  as  might  be  understood  by 
gentlemen,  one  of  those  new  politicians  recently 
produced,  who  worshiped  in  the  temples  where  Con- 
dorcet  was  priest,  and  Machiavel  was  god,  who  con- 
sidered that  the  end  justified  the  means — that  the 
least  possible  good  to  ones  self  was  a sufficient  cause 
for  doing  great  evil  to  others — or  could  believe  that 
for  the  ofiences  of  a people  three  thousand  miles  dis- 
tant, we  were  justified  in  visiting  with  fire  anti 
sword,  an  innocent,  unoffending  people,  who  were 
tied-to  us  by  acts  of  friendly  intercourse  and  neigh- 
borhood. What,  though  it  were  shown  to  the  au- 
thors of  these  evils  that  the  invasion  of  Canada  would 
! produce  no  effect  off  the  conduct  of  the  British  cabi- 
net— that  there  was  no  plunder  to  invite  ; no  glory 
to  be  obtained — it  would  not.  To  such  politicians, 
principle,  feeling,  pity,  justice,  were  nothing — re- 
venge  was  every  thing. 

Mr.  Q.  said  that  he  knew  of  no  legitimate  basis  of 
political,  but  the  moral  duties — no  spring  from 
which  to  draw  Conclusions  respecting  either,  but 
from  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  relations  existing 
among  them.  It  Would  be  said  that  the  war  gave  a 
right,  to  take  the  property  of  the  hostile  nation,  and 
that  the  dependencies  and  colonies  being  subjects, 
their  property  was  liable.  But  there  were  other  re- 
lations, lie  said,  which  deserved  attention — the  rela- 
tions wjhich  nature  had  established  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  those  colonies  ; antecedent  to  this 

• war  there  subsisted  between  Canada  and  the  United 
States  an  intercourse  of  the  most  amicable  and  inte- 
resting nature.  The  people  on  both  sides  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  were  but  as  one  family,  though  living  se- 
parately, in  the  constant  reciprocation  of  friendly 
and  tender  offices — they  even  intermarried  with  each 
other.  As  enemies,  if  they  had  been  so,  (they  were, 
in  fact,  till  now,  friends)  there  was  nothing  to  fear 
from  them.  Seven  millions  of  people  luid  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  not  half  a million.  Plunder  was 
not  to  be  had  there — and  glory  ! surely  there  could 
be  no  glory  ? Seven  millions  conquering  500,000  ; — 
a giant  crushing  a pigmy.  The  giant. who  could  glo- 
ry in  such  a triumph,  must  have  a pigmy  spirit,  in- 

• deed  ' Ncr  was  this  ftll-rjt  could  not  in. any  material 


degree  affect  Great  Britain  to  our  advantage— on  the 
contrary,  the  invasion,  so  far  from  haying  a fa ruble, 
had  a most  inauspicious  effect.  It  was  the  invasion  » 
of  Canada  that  gave  new  strength  to  the  British  mi- 
nisters at  the  late  election.  The  British  people  were 
willing  to.  take  ground  with  America  i,:  principle, 
but  when'thev  saw  that  we  grasped  at  the  first  op- 
portunity to  carry  ti  e war  among  their  harmless  co- 
lonists, sympathy  enlisted  them  on  tli£  sffleot’  t.l*e 
latter,  and  produced  an  effect  upon  their  temper, 
such  as  might  be  expected.  But  all  the  considera- 
tions were  lost  upon  our  cabinet.  Even  before  the 
war  was  declared,  our  army  was  marched  aganst 
the  Canadians.  A nd  it  was  not  owing  to  our  govern- 
vernment,  or  their  advocates  in  that  house,  that  at 
the  moment  Mr.  Q.  was  speaking,  the  bor.es  of  the 
Canadians  were  not  mixed  with  the  ashes  of  their 
habitations.  “Since  the  invasions  of  the  buccaneers’* 
(said  Mr.  Q.)  “there  is  nothing  in  history  like  this 
war.  The  disgrace  of  our  armies  is  celestial  glory, 
compared  to  the  disgrace  reflected  on  our  country  by 
this  invasion — vet  it  is  called  a war  for  glory  ! Glo- 
ry ? Yes,  such  glory  as  that  of  the  tyger  when  he 
tears  the  bowels  from  the  lamb,  filling  the  wilder- 
ness with  its  savage  roars.  The.  glory  of  Zengia 
Khan,  without  his  greatness — the  glory  of  Bona- 
parte.” Far  from  me,  and  mine,  and  far  from  my 
country  (continued  Mr.  Q.)  be  such  glory. 

Fame  is  no  plant  of  mortal  soil. 

Nor  in  tlie  glistening  toil 

Set  offto  the  world,  nor'in  broad  rumor  lies, . 

But  lives  and  spreads  aloft  to  those  pure  eyes, 

And  perfect  witness,  of  all  juggins  Joto,  \ 

When  he  pronounces  lastly  op  each  deed,  * 

Of  such  a fame  as  this  he  my  country’s  me£d. 

Mr.  Q.  said  that  not  only  all  the  duties,  so  far  as 
they  have  relation  to  that  people,  but  those  we  owe 
ourselves,  our  fellow-citizens,  and  our  constitution, 
suggestthat.we  are  the  very  last  people  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  that  should  call  together  and  embody 
the  vagabonds  of  the  country,  and  put  them  under 
that  dangerous  class  of  men  “thejchoice  spirits.”— 
Did  the  house  learn  nothing  from  history  ? Did  it 
not  tell  therewith  manifest  proofs,  thick  set  through 
its  pages,  that  armies,  placed  under  such  men,  when 
they  come  to  know  their  strength,  and  to  understand 
the  power  men  derive  from  acting  in  concert,  and 
feeling  the  comforts  of  a life  of  useless  indolence, 
come  to  be  disbanded,  and  so  to  sink  Into  insignifi- 
cance, will  never  consult  old  spinners  and  weavers, 
the  plodding  creatures  of  thought  and  labor,  and 
principle,  but  will  take  counsel  from  their  leader, 
what  they  shall  next  do.  “Remember, said  Mr.  Q. 
“remember,  I warn  you,  he  who  plants  the  Ameri- 
can standard  on  the  Walls  of  Quebec,  plants  it  for 
himself,  and  will  parcel  it  out  . into  dukedoms  and 
seignories  and  counties,  to  his  followers.  When  I 
contemplate  the  character  and  consequences  of  this 
measure,  it  is  a solace  to  nie' under  my  regrets,  that 
mv  section  of  the  union  lias  no  hand,  in  it—  that  it 
abhors  and  eschews  it — that  we  have  done  our  ut- 
most to  drive  the  guilty  authors  df.it  from  their 
seats — that  our  hands'  are  not  embrued  in  blood 
— and  that  the  souls  sent  to  their  untimely  rec- 
koning- bv  the  recent  measures  have  not  to  ac- 
cuse or  bear  witness  against  us  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  heaven.”  This  way  of.  thinking,  Mr. 
Q.  said,  was  not  peculiar  to  him,  but  was  the  opini- 
on of  all  the  moral  sense,  an'd  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
intelligence  of  the  section,  from  which  he  came.— 
Some  who  are  here,  said  he,  from  that  quarter,  some 
of  the  household  troops,  who  lounge  for  what  they 
can  pick  up  about  the  government  house,  will  say 
differently-— those  whip  come  here,  and,  with  their  fa- 
milies live  and  suck  upon  the  breast  of  the  treasury 
^Dad-eaters,  Who  live  on  elcmosynary,  ill-pursLuta- 
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ed  courtesy,  upon  the  palace — swallow  great  men’s 
spittles,  a'nd  get  judgeships,  and  wonder  at  the  fine 
sights,  and  fine  rooms,  and  fine  company,  and,  most 
ol  rill;  wonder,  how. they  themselves  got  there — these 
creatures  will  tell  you  no- — that,  such  as  I de- 
scribe,- are  not  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  New- 
•fengland.  -But  I say  “look  at  the  elections  ! In  Mas- 
sachusetts an  individual  against  whom  there  was  no 
objection  but  his  being  friendly  to. the  cabinet  and 


lating  those  prejudices  lav  the  whole  strength  of  Hit 
present  administration— For  this  reason  they  never' 
will  let  any  topic  connected  with  that  subject  be  fair- 
ly weighed.  Bringing  antipathies  against  Britain  U> 
bear  on  opposition — circulating  those  antipathic^ 
and  keeping  them  alive  being  the  whole  object  of 
their  policy — for  this  the. treaty  of  180-1  was  reject- 
ed; for  this- the  treaty  of  1807  was  rejected ; for 
this  the  embargo  was  laid  ; and  for  this  the  treasij- 


its  system,  was  put  out  in  favor  of  a man  of  another  j ry  was  squeezed  of  50,000  dollars  to.  Henry 


stamp.  Sir,  I have  conversed  upon  the  question  with 
Irien  of  all  ranks,  conditions  and  parties  in  Massa- 
chusetts; men  hanging  over  the  plough  and  on  . the 
Spade;  the  twenty,' thirty  and  fifty  acre  men,  and 
their  answers  have  uniformly  been  to  the  same  effect 
-WThey  have  asked  simply,  ‘what  is  the  invasion 
for  ? Is  it  for  land  ? 'We  have  enough.  Plunder  ? 
Th ere  is  none  there.  New  states  ! We  have  more 
than  is  good  for  us.  Territory?  If  territory,  there 
must  he  a standing  army  to  keep  it ; and  there  must 
be  another  standing  army  here  .to  Watch  that.’  These 
are  judicious,  honest,  patriotic,  sober  men,  who,  if 
it  were  requisite,  and  their  sense  of  moral  duty 
front  along  with  the  war,  would  fly  to  the  standard 
of  their  country  at  the  winding  of  a horn — but  heard 
Vours  with  the  same  indifference/  they  would  have 
Heard  a Jew’s-harp  or  a hanjoo  ; because  they  were 
disgusted  with  the  mode  of  carrving  on  the  war.” 
The  conclusion  of  Mr.  Q.  then,  on  this  point,  was, 
that  the  invasion  of  Canada  was  cruel,  as  it  brought 
fire  and  sword  among  an  innocent,  unoffending  peo- 
ple-wanton, because  it  could  produce  no  imagina- 
ble good — senseless,  as  to  this  country,  because  it 
commences  a system,  which,  once  begun,  can  never 
be  closed,  and  the  army  of  invasion  will  be  the  con- 
querors of  home — and  wicked,  because  it  is  pervert- 
ing the  blessings  and  beneficence  of  God  to  the  ruin 
of  his  creatures. 

On  the  2d  point,  viz.  as  the  measure  was  a mean 
of  Terminating  the  war — Mr.  Quincy  said  that  this 
fras  grounded  on  the  expectation  that  it  would  ope- 
rate on' Great  Britain  by  fear.  As  to  the  feasibility 
of  the.  conquest,  lie  would  say  nothing  further  than 
that  he  admitted  we,  had  .the  means — But  if  Great 
Britain  saw  that  it  was  a threat  we  meant  to  execute, 
and  was  sure  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  could  be 
effected— Just  in  proportion  as  she  was  sure  of  that 
-*rin  that  proportion  was  there  the  less  chance  of  her 
coming  to  an  accommodation.  Young  politicians  in 
t^at  house,  with  the  pin  feathers  yet  unshed,  and 
the  shell  , still  sticking  upon  them— perfectly  unfledg- 
ed, though  they  fluttered  and  cackled  on  the  floor 
of  congress,  who  form  such  extravagant  and  igno- 
rant opinions  of  a very  proud  nation  • a nation  the 
last  of  all  in  the  worldfto  be  intimidated,  should  be 
informed  that  the  fact,  which  above  ail  others  the 
history  of  England  most  incontrovertibly  .establish- 
ed, is,  that  she  always  sacrifices  the  present  to  the 
future— that  she  always  meets  danger  half  way ; and 


der  to  aid  the  executive  at  the  eve  o.f  an  election, 
and  to  secure  his  own  election  to  the  chief  magis- 
tracy by  circulating  that  infamous  calumny.  These 
British  antipathies  were  to  the  president  and  hip 
friends,  what  Peter’s  loaf  in  the  tale  of  the  tub,  was 
to  him,  beef,  mutton,  veal,  pudding,  tarts  and 
custards. 

From  the  rejection  of  the  treaty  ef  1§04,  the 
American  cabinet  contrived  previous  to  every  negrt- 
ciation  to  adopt  some  plan  to  prevent  its  success.-^ 
It  recommended  the  non-intercourse  merely  to  pre- 
clude negociation  ; the  consequence  was,  that  Great 
Britain  would  not  proceed  till  was  suspended  ; a 
treaty  then  ensued,  and  that  treaty  was  rejected- 
then  they  had  recourse  to  the  embargo — then  came 
the.  arrangement  with  Erskine,  in  order  to  gain  po- 
pularity for  the  new  president,  without  ever  asking 
the  young  mem  whether,  he  had  credentials/.for  the 
purpose.  But  there  was  a much  worse  and  more, 
provoking  outrage  practised  to  inflame  Great  Bri- 
tain ;.  an  insult  per  squally  to  the  British  king ; an  in- 
sult, such  as  gentlemen  do  not  bear  from  each  other 

no  less  than  an  assertion  that  the  British  monarch, 
did  not  know  what  was  his.  own  honor  so  well  as  Mr. 
Madisop  truly— and  this  Mr.  Smith,  the  secretary 
of  state,  honestly  avowed  afterwards  was  put  in  by 
Mr;  Madison  Kimsclf,  and  put  in  with  the  sole  view 
to  ke.ep  irritation  alive. 

If  there  was  any  thing  to  which  man  could  he 
solemnly  pledged,  the  president  was  pledged  both 
as  a magistrate. and  a gentleman,  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  were  repealed  qn  tire  1st  Nov. 
oil  that  assertion  ofjiis  the  renewed  hostility  to  G. 
Britain . was  founded;  and  yet,  behold!  when  that 
hostility  was  commenced,  Napoleon  declared  that 
the  conditions  he  stipulated  being  complied  with  hy 
that. hostility,  then,  for  the  first  time,  and  not  till 
then,,  viz.  in  March,  1811,  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  were  repealed ; Mr.  Madison  said  in  his 
message,  that  in  the  repeal  there  was  something1 
very  objectionable.  It  was  time  for  him  to  say  and, 
to  think  so,  when  the  French  emperor  therein  gave 
him  the  lie  direct.  As  soon  as  the  American  cabi- 
net found  that  there  was  a mistake,  they  ought  to 
have' met  Great  Britain  half  way  in  an  accommoda- 
tion. If  they  had  a real  wish  for.  peace  they  would 
have  done  so  and  agreed  to  a cessation  of  hostilities, 
instead  of  which,  when  the  governor  of  Canada  pro- 
posed an  armistide,  he  sent  the  whole  force  of  the 


taat  slid  yields  nothing  1o  menaces.  This  was  the  army  against  that- country,  - and  did  every  thing  to 
basis  of  her  power,  and  her  greatness.  This,  how  (involve  the  country  in  ruin,  havock  and  desolation, 
little  soever  known  upon  the  floor  of  congress,  was]  This,  disclosed  a ‘disposition  out  of  the  ordinary 
V cabinet. and  as  .well  made  use  pficoyrse  of  inhumanity,  and  if' it  were  not  too  la- 

to  tlieir  purposes—rin  that  ground  the  present  meia-j  inevitable  to  be- treated  with  levity,  might  becoift-' 
sure,  like  .thy  attack  on  Canada,  was,  not  tp.  make ! pared  to  the  disposition  ascribed  to  the  giant  in  the 
peace,.  Hut  to,  ensure  war.  Mr.  Q.  said  lie  meant  to ' children’s  old  play- 
judgeJ.r.uly,  but  it  was  his.  privilege  and  his  duty,  . Fee./aw. 

as  a public  map  to  expose  the  bad  principles  of  the 
cabinet.  , In  U) is  ease  the  principle  and  the  practice 
was,  that  ibcj&\\Ta$..no  attempt  to  negociate  which 
was  not  preceded  . by  some  subtlety  to  prevent  its 
r,i 1 1 ('(+ u-t_a,nd  locking  at  then*  reasons  it  was  this  : 


Tin 


way  to  at.  party  threw  out  their  opponents  - and  f country-, 


f’um, 

I snu'll  the  blood  of  an  British  ir.an, 

Ke  h< -dead.  or  be  he  alive 
I will  have  some. 

Unanimity  had  been  spoken  of— If  by  union  Was 
meant  concert  in  the  conquest  of  Canada,  lie  for 
one  would  never  unite — it  would  be  treason  to  lus 


If  one. dollar  wi’.s  the  offering,  he  would  not 


got  nuq  pj\ty‘r,  uas  by- associating  them  with  poli-i  have  upon  him  tlici  guilt  of  it.  But  if  government 
icauptyjuui^esin  favor  of  Great  Britain.  In  circa-*  wquhi  limit  the  army,  stop  this  bill  and,  its-  threat?  > 
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thev£houl<l.hj*ye.his  support  He  knew  there  were  j major-generals  and  brigadiers  are  necessary  for  an 
those  Who  were  ready  to  open  upon  him  with  the  ohl : army  of  thirty-five  thousand  men?”  it  mat' not  be 
stale  cry  of  British  connection.  It  was  not  egotism  j amiss  to  state  what  is  believed  to  have  been  the  pro- 
to speak  of  what  belonged  to  his  country.— -It  would  portion  of  officers  of  these  grades  in  the  rcvolut.or.- 
ili  become  a man  whose  family  had  been  two  centu- J ary  army,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  proper- 
ties settled  in  the  state,  and  whose  interest,  connec-  tion  at. this  tame  in  European armies, 
tions  and  affections  were  exclusively  American,  to  I In  the  first  army  of  the  revolution,  raised  in  1775, 
shrink  from  liis  duty  for  the  yelpings#  of -these  blood  j we  had  a commander  in  chief,  four  major-generals 
bound. mongrels  wijo  were  kepi  in  pay  to  hunt  down  and  eight  brigadiers.  In  1776,  five  brigadiers  were 
all  who  opposed  the  court— a pack  of  mangy  hounds  j promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-generals,  and  .pvoi- 
of  recent  importations— their  backs  still  sore  with  jty-threc  brigadiers  appointed.  In  1777,  six  brigdiers 

and. 


ent  importations — their  backs  still,  sore  with  ty-threc  brigadiers  appointed.  In  1777,  six  brigfU 
the  stripes  of  European  castigation,  and  their  necks  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-generals,  a 
zltarked  with*  the  check  collar.  “No  (exclaimed  -’~,-*t 1 ' 3' 


Mr.  Q.)  may  Heaven  so  deal  with  me  as  I am  faithful 
to  mv  country,  and  may  a just  judgment  fall  on  me 
if  I fail  to  bring  to  the  public  tribunal  those  who  are 
bringing  that  country  to  ruin.”  Of  the  men  who  com- 
pose the  American  cabinet,  Mr.  Q.  said  he  knew  but 
little,  .and  that  little  did  not  make  him  ambitious  to 
know  more— but  duty  obliged  him  to  look  into  the 
construction  pf  it— doing  so,  he  found  that  the  des- 
tinies of  the  country  had  for  twelve  years  been  ex- 
clusively wielded  by  three  individuals — two  Virgini- 
ans and  one  foreigner.  Out  of  twenty  eight  years 
of  our  governments  existence,  Virginians  had  for 


eighteen  brigadiers  appointed. 

The  loss  of  papers  in  the  war-office,  bv  fixe  in 
1800,  renders  it  impossible  to  say,  with  precision,, 
at  what  particular  periods  many  of  these  general  of- 
ficers left  the  service,  but  it  is  within  my  recollection 
that  on  the  28th  of  June,  1778,  fourteen  major-gene- 
rals and  sixteen  brigadiers  were  actually  in  thesef- 
v.ce  of  the  United  States.  Yet  by  referring  i o;  the 
official  letters  of  general  Washington,  in  1778'jand* 
1779,  it  will  be  seen  that  a -further  increase  of’-ge/ 
neral  officers  was  often  and  warmly  recommended., 
The  main  army*  under  the  immediate  comm  add  of 
general  Washington,*  it  is  believed,  never  amounted 
twenty-four  been  presidents — to  perpetuate  that  j to  thirty-five  thousand  nich,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
power  in  the  state  was  the  object — James  the  1st  Was  j certain,  that  this  number  was  ever  in  service  at  one 

1 de- 
,’loti 

between  the  first  of  May,  1777,  and  the  close  of  the 
war,  had  we  less  than  thirty  general  officers  ill 


k long  time  ago  as  secure  of  being  appointed  for  a and  the  same  time,  in  the  whole  of  what  \vas*c 
second  four  years  as  the  prince  regent  of  England  to  signated  the  “ continental  army.”  Yet  at  no  pe]i 

the  throne  of  his  father  ; and  by  a similar  plan  of  in-"  n 1- a* 

trigue  the  succession  is  already  fixed  on- for  James 
the  second. 

With  his  election  the  bill  before  the  house  was 
connected.  Mr,  Q.  would  show  that  the  bill -was 
net  what  it  pretended  to  be,  but  something  else. — 

There  was  a great  armv  to  be  raised  bv  a great  loan. 

It  was  natural  to  enquire  bw  whom  that  army  was  to 
be  commanded  ? The  answer  distinctly  was,  “ by 
the  ifian  who  was  destined  for  the  next  presidency. 


If  personal  considerations  governed  him,  Mr.  Q. 


service..  ; . 

It  was  deemed  necessary  in  the  revolution,  and  it 
is  understood  to  be  the  general  practice  in  Europe  at 
this  time,  to  have  at  least  one  brigadier- general  for' 
every  two  thousand  men,  and  one  major-general,  for 
every  four  thousand. 


In  this  country  we  have  never  had  .a  grade  between 
the  commander  in  chief  and  that  of. major-general  a 


_ ...  uuu,  hence  it  was  found  necessarv,  in  the  “continental 

»auJ,  this  was  not  the  time  to  develope  Ins  machma-  ,irmy  „ t()  give  t0  the  senior  major-general  the  coni-. 

mand  of  the  right  wing,  and  to  the  next  in  rank ’that’ 


tions;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  shew  how  we  were  mov 
ing  on  by  degrees  to  standing  army  despotism. 
From  documents  he  read,  he  showed  that  the  firm 
laid  plan  of  the  cabinet  of  three,  was  to  place  one  of 
themselves'  in  the  command  of  the  army.  And  he 
appealed  to  every  honest  man  in  the  house,  whether 
they  could  match  from  history  the  puce  of  our  state 
managers,  or  whether  such  a rapid  progress  of  ambi- 
tion had  ever  been  developed,  as  in  this  free  repub- 
lic, a cabinet  of  only  three  men,  raising  an  army  of 
55,000  men,  and  placing  one  of  themselves  at  the 
head  of  it. 

For  what  he  had  said,  Mr.  Q.  said,  he  would  be 
responsible  to  his  state  and  constituents.  If  they 
Were  content  to  lie  subject  to  men  they  knew  no- 
thing about,  he  had  not  to  accuse  himself  of  want 
of  effort  to  save  them.  If,  by  the  machinations  of 
wicked  ambitious  men,  las  children  should  become 
slaves,  and  be  yoked  with  a negro  to  the  carriage  of 
some  southern  despot,  they  should  at  least  have  the 
consolation  to  say — “ our  father  is  guiltless.” 

[Mr.  Clay's  (the  speaker)  speech,  particularly  re- 
plying to  Mr.  Quincy,  shall  appear  anon.] 


Official  Paper. 

Document  accompanying  the  bill  reported  by  the 
military  committee  on  the  29th  of  December, 
.1812,  making  provision  for  an  additional  number 
of  general  officers.  jt  i 

AnJuTA^'r-bExxnAi/s  office, 
Washington  city,  2 3d  Dec.  1812. 
Si^Before  I reply  to  your  question,  “ how  many 


of  the  left ; which  from  the  limitted  number  of  ge- 
neral officers.,  often  left  a division -to  a brigadier,  a 
brigade  to  a colonel,  and  a regiment  to  a subordi- 
nate field-officer  ; but  in  Europe  this  difficulty  is  ob- 
viated by  the  appointment  of  general  officers  of  high- 
er grades.  < 

From  the  best  information  J have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain  on  this  subject,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  eight  major-generals  and  sixteen  brigadiers,  to 
command  the  divisions  and  brigades  of  an  army  of 
thirty-five  thousand  men,  is  the  lowest  estimate 
which  the  uniform  practice  of  France,  Russia,  and 
England,  will  warrant,  and  that  this  is  much  below 
the  proportion  of  officers  of  these  grades  actually 
employed  in  the  army  of  the  revolution. 

As  you  have  not  required  my  opinion,  whether  it> 
be  necessary  to  have  a higher  grade  than  that  of 
major-general  I have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  touch 
this  subject,  and  have  confined  myself  to  the  num- 
ber of  major-generals  and  brigadiers  necessary  to 
command  the  divisions  and  brigades,  of  an  army  t>f 
thirty-five  thousand  men.  It  may  not,  however,  be 
improper  to  remark,  that  if  it  is  intended  to  have  no 
higher,  grade  than  that  of  major-general,  their  num- 
ber should  be  increased  to  eleven,  so  as  to  give  one 
for  the  chief  command,  one  for  each  wing,  and  one  for 
each  division  of  four  thousand  men. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

T.  II.  CUSHING,  Adjutant- General 
Tie  honorable,  the  Secretary  of  li  ar. 
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Expenditure  and  Application  of  Monies. 

ST  ATEMENTT  of  the  expenditure  and  application  of  the  monies  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the  Seer?., 
tary  of  War  for  the  year  ending*  on  the  30th  of  September,  1812,  in  virtue  of  the  appropriation  laws  for 
the  year  1812*  and  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriations  for  the  ni  litarv  department, 
remaining  unexpended  on  the  1st  of  October,  1811-^— Transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  2d  or  January,  1813.  ‘ 


HEADS  O F EXPENDITURE. 
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Pay  of  the  army  . . . - 

935,000 

757  60 

9 35,757  60 

806,445  10 

129,312  50 

Subsistence  of  "the  army  . 

1,549,000 

4,690  53 

1,653,690  53 

1*552,764  1 

926  52 

Forage  of  ditto  .... 

25,000 

7,178  7 

32,178  7 

30,705  29 

1,472  78 

Clothing*  of  ditto 

998,000 

25,348  90 

1,023,348  90 

1,005,039  62 

18,309  28 

Bounties  and  premiums  • . 

411,000 

1,915  84 

412,915  84 

352,089  75 

60,826  9 

Camp  equipage,  &.c.  . 

. 365,000 

28,846  30 

393,846  30 

354,465  59 

39,380  71 

Medical  and  hospital  department 

126,000 

184  81 

126,184  81 

125,446  81 

738 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  . 

690,000 

15,915  92 

705,915  92 

420,220  78 

285,695  14 

Arsenals,  magazines,  &c:  . . 

341,000 

2,360  7 

343,360  . 7 

333,249  2 

10,111  5 

Quarter-master’s  department  . 

990,000 

990,000 

981,591  42 

8,408  58 

Purchase  .of  horses  . . , 

52,000 

5,387  63 

57,387  63 

51,300  64 

6,086  99 

Contingent  expenses 

251,228 

. 5,854  2 

157,082  2 

156,117  42 

964  6,0 

Corps  of  artificers  ... 

" 2;ooo 

2,000 

114  71 

1,885  29. 

Indian  department 

175,000 

11,584  58 

186,584  58 

164,628  98 

21,955  60 

Indian  annuities  . • . 

55,975 

37,140  48 

93,115  48 

29,956  51 

63,158  97 

Pay,  subsistence  and  forage,  of  rangers 

108,772 

108,772 

60,400 

48,372 

-Militia 

406,800 

406,800 

405,094  53 

1,705  47 

Arming  and  .equip ing  militia 

140,000 

27,745  10 

167,745  10 

151,700 

16,045  10 

Volunteers  . . . . 

210,000 

210,000 

177,893  65 

32,106  35 

Fortifications  ..... 

260,000 

15,405  9 

275,405  9 

274,411  99 

993  10 

Maps,  plans,  &c.  . 

5,000 

459  98 

5,459  98 

3,507  8 

1,952  90: 

C Jerks  to  military  agents,  8tc. 

3,500 

1,446  28 

4,946  28 

1,873  49 

3,072  79 

Payment  of  balances 

1,000 

1,000 

921  38 

78  62 

$8,001,275]$  192,221  20 

8,193,496  20 

7,439,937  77 

753,558  4.3 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  SIMMONS,  Acct.  War  Department. 

TVar  .Department,  Acco'untqniCs  Office,  Dec.  3Q,  1812. 


Mint  Establishment. 

.The  following*  report  of  the  director  of  the  Mint  pf 
the  United  States,  was  laid  before  congress  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  on  the  5th 
inst. 

Afiiit  of.  the  United  States,  Jan . 1,  1813. 
jStn-~T  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  a re- 
port: of  tho  operations'  of  the  mint'  for  the  last  12 
months  from  the  statement  of  the  treasurer  here- 
with transmittea,  it  jvill  appear  that  during  the 
above  period  there  have  been  struck  at  the  mint— -In 
gold  coins  58,037  pieces  amounting  to  $290,435 — Tn 
silver  coins  1,62B,Q59  pieces  amounting  to  <$814,029 
50-100— In  cdbpci*  coins  1, '075, 500  pieces  amounting 
to  |10,755—Making  in  the  whole  2,761,646  piece's 
of  coin,  amounting  to  $1,115,217  50-1  OOl  "* 

The  supply  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  still  con- 
tinues to  be  abundant,  the  deposits  for  coinage  at 
this  time  in  our  vaults,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
half  a million  of  dollar^. 

' 1 have  the  honor  to  be,  $r.c. 

JIOBERT  PATTIfftSON. 
[To  |he  above  is  added  a table  shewing  the  coins 
struck  in  the  several"  'tetters  of’  the  year',  of  no  ge- 


neral interest — Also  a table  shewing  die  “ordinary 
expences”  of  the  establishment  for  the  last  year, 
amounting  as  follows-^ 

For  salaries  . . . . . $ 10,100 

Wages ' 7,661  85 

Incidentals  . „ . . 2,547  54 


Total,  . . . . . 20,309  36 

Foreign  Go}d  Coins. 

By  a letter  front  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
congress,  covering*  a communication  from  the  direc 
tor  of  the  mint,  containing  “the  result  of  the  assays 
of  foreign  gold  and  silycr  coins  ma<de  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  the  10tli  pf  April,  1806,”  t}ie  follow- 
ing* facts  appear — 

That  the'  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal 
are  uniformly  of  the  same  quality,  and  exactly  the 
same  as  those  of  the  United  States.  Their  intrinsic 
value  is  100  cents  for  27  grains,'  or  88  cents  and  eight 
ninths  of  a cent  per  pennyweight. 

The  coins’ of  Prance  have  nearly  a uniform  quali- 
ty and  are  worth  87.43  cents  pep  pennyweight. 

Those  of  Spain  vary  a little  in  their  quality,  but 
me  averaged  as  worth  84.12  cents  the  pennyweight. 
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East  Florida, 


| call  “an  experiment  to  remove  the  Americans,  by  . 
! force  of  arms,  in  preference  to  the  slow  mode  of 


Copy  of  a letter from  the governor  of  St.  Augustine  to  uegociation  but,  sir,  unless  you  can  show  that  c 


the  governor  of  the  state  of  Georgia . 

St.  AuousrrjiK,  12th  Dec.  1812 
-It  is  only  lately  that  your  speech  to  die  legiS' 


(’•'ithbert  was  already  on  Ins  return  to  St.  Augustine, 
when  this  event  took  place,  void* subte  rfuge  will  not 
avail  you*  mid  had  lie  been,  even  at  the  Camp,  at  die 


lature  of  Georgia  reached  this  place,  otherwise  your!  time  it  happened,  the  explanat-on  given  you  by  go- 


mis  representations  respecting  tlie  province  of  East- 
Florida,  and  tiie  part  you  have  acted  in  that  infam- 
ous aggression  on  a friendly  power,  would  not  have 
remained  un  answered  until  now.  It  has  been  a pro- 
minent feature  in  the  conduct  of  all,  who,  like  your- 
self, have  taken  an  active  part  in  this  scene  of  ini- 
quity, to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  undeceiving 
the  American  people,  by  interrupting  our  communi- 
cation with  Georgia;  but  truth  will  force  its  way  in 


vernor  Kmdelan,  in  your  subsequent  correspondence, 
would  have  satisfied  any  man,  who  was  not  pre  de- 
termined, as  you  were,  to  avoid  all  measures  of  ac- 
commodation. 'Your  excellency  must  be  aware,  fr-orti 
what  has  been  said,  that  I have  seen  your  correspon- 
dence with  that  gentleman,  T am  therefore  entitled 
to  ask  you,  how  you  have  ventured  to  assert  to  your 
legislature,  that  they  would  find,  in  the  letters  of 
he  secretary  of  state  to  von,  dated  the  2d  and  27th 


p to  of  al  l your  arts,  and  however  you  may  attempt  I of  May,  the  reason  wily  the  troops  were  not  wit h- 

I drawn,  when  you  are  conscious,  that  you  never  once 
ioned  the  subject  to  governor  Kindtdan  ? That 


to  disguise  your  feelings,  it  is  evident  from  your 
speech,  that  you  are  now  tortured  with  the  com  ic 
tion  that  your  infamous  conduct  is  fully  disclosed 


governor  may  deceive  his  legislature,  if  they  are 


even  to  the  president,  and  that  the  world  will  soon  j credulous  enough  to  take  \\u>  ipse  dia'ity  may  be  per- 
know  how  very  unworthy  he  deems  you  of  filling  the!  fectly  fair,  for  aught  I know  ; hut  for  an  officer  .to 
station  of  commissioner.  state  officially,  what  he  knows  to  be  unfounded,  for 

Your  discourse,  sir,  commences  by  an  explicit  <Ie-|  tlie  purpose  of  imposing  upon  his  supei  iors,  and  pre- 


claration  of  your  hopes,  that  the  general  govern 
meat  had  demurred  on  the  immediate  occupation  of 
the  whole  province,  as  soon  as  the  news  of  the  revo- 
lution reached  you  : this  declaration  is  of  more  mo- 
ment than  you  are  aware,  as  it  gives  us  a lcev  to  ma- 


judicing  them  against  a foreign  power,  1 know  of  no 
epithet  in  the  English  language,  sufficiently  strong 
to  express  the  abhorrence  we  must  feel  for  such  a 
person.  Tn  the  same  class  of  rank  and  unprincipled 
imposition,  I place,  without  hesitation,’  the  picture 


ny  of  your  subsequent  acts,  when  named  the  Unit',  d'  you  are  pleased  to  draw  of  the  situation  of  this  gar- 
States’  commissioner.  For  the  present,  all  argument  j rison,  and  the  mode  of  warfare  carried  on,  for  the 
on  the  subject  of  your  fears,  for  the  difficulty  and  purpose  of  alarming  your  fellow-citizens.  Artlic  mo- 
distress  that  might  result  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  j meat  I write,  sir,  there  is  more  ‘sobriety,  and  more 
case  of  the  rebels  failing  to  gain  their  point,  I beg  subordination  to  legal  authorities  in  St.  Augustine, 

than  in  the  town  of  Savannah  ; and,  whatever  alder- 
man Charlton,  and  his  town-iuceurigs',  may  sav  to 
the  contrary,  we  feel  ourselves  very  superior  to  hiip1 
and  his  mob  of  incendiaries.  Our  mode  of  warfares, 
was  forced  upon  us,  for  we  did  net  seek  it ; you 
threatened  to  starve  us,  and  you  allowed  your  allies* 
tiie  banditti,  whom  you  unbiushingly  call  patriots,  to 


to  ask  you,  sir,  if  you  yourself  could  seriously  be 
lieve,  what  you  were  gravely  stating  to  your  legis- 
lature ? Wherein  had  the  province  of  East-Fiorida 
ever  given  the  smallest  cause  of  alarm,  or  what 
means  did  she  possess  of  annoying  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia, to  whom  she  had  been  a peaceable  neighbor 
for  twenty-eight  years  ? No,  sir,  you  dreaded  no- 
thing of  this,  but  you  had  pre -determined  the  occu- 
pancy of  tlie  province  in  your  own  mind,  and  it  was 
indifferent  to  you  bv  what  means  it  was  brought 
about ; trutli  or  falsehood  was  the  same  to  you,  pro- 
vided your  end  was  attained. 

Or.  the  same  principles,  your  conduct  as  commis- 
sioner was  predicated,  “You  sent,”  you  say,  “to  StJ  meeting  him  on  a footing  of  equality-  with  pistols  ; 
Augustine,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  you  retrace  your  steps,  withdraw  from  our  .country,  and 
had  received’’ 
sent 

delivered  b 

the  same  day  : as  you  have  not  published  your  letter  J hawk  ? Gen.  Matthews  told  Paine  , m 
or  the  answer,  I have  communicated  copies  to  one | Latchuo,  that  he  intended  to  drive 


proscribe,  by  proclamation,  the  fee  people  of  co- 
lor, who,  you  ought  to  know,  form  part  of  the  mili- 
tia in  all  Spanish  colonics  : afier  such  conduct  you 
have  no  right  to  prescribe  to  us,  what  arms  we  are 
to  make  use  of;  as  well  might  the  mid-night  ruffian 
insist  upon  your  laving  aside  your  blunderbuss,  and 


uid  received  — You  sent  what  ? I will  tell  you  : You  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  our  *****  troops ; but 
ent  a letter,  dated  the  4th  day  of  May,  which  was  the  Indians  you  s.iy — well,  sir,  why  wantonly  pro- 
lelivered  by  col.  Ci ithbert,  on  the  9th,  and  answered  I voke  the  Indians,  if  you  dislike  their  rifle  and  toma- 

the  square  of 
him  fiopf  his 

ho  will  gratify  the  American  people  with  a perusal  j land.  M ‘In  tosh  sent  a message  to  Bov  legs,  another 
ol  them,  and  enable  them  to  judge  betwixt  you  and i Indian  chief,  that  lie  intended  to  make  him  as  a waii- 
the  Spanish  commander.  “And  a correspondence  be- ling  man;  the  Florida  convention  partitioned  their 
tv/cen  the  person  then  acting  as  governor  aud  my-  j lands  amongst  their  volunteers,  as  appears  by  a our- 
self commenced,  vvnich,  however,  soon  terminated itificate  in  my  possession,  signed  by  director  M‘Ir.- 
in  consequence,”  &c.  S.r,  there  was  no  further  cor-  tosh  ; the  Indian  trade  was  destroyed  by  you  and. 
respondence  with  that  person,  than  the  lct+cr  men-! vour  friends,  and.  they  found  that,  from  the  same 
tioned  and  its  answer,  to  which  you  never  gave  a re- 1 cause,  they  were  to  be  deprived  of  their  annual  pre- 
ply,  because  it  was  unanswerable,  unless  you  hadjseiits.  These,  sir,  arc  the  provocations  about  which 
dropped  the  mask.  Col.  Cuihbert  promised,  on  his  vou  are  silent.  What  are  the  op i rages  introduced. 

to  bring  an  answer  in  six  days,  and  into  your  speech  with  so  much  solemnity  of  diction  ? 
in  the  mean  time  the  rebels  were  per- 1 The  murder  of  a youth,  whose  father  was  engaged 

in  the  Florida  rebellion.  The  provmccof  E-aju -Flo- 
rida may  be  invaded  in  time  of  profound  peace,  the 
planters  ruined,  and  the  population  of  the  capital 
starved,  and,  according  to  your  doctrine,  ail  is  fair ; 
fhev  are  a set  of,  out-laws  if  they  resist,  with  such 


word  of  honor 
did  not  come 

milted,  by  the  American  troops,  to  distress  the  city, 
by  capturing  the  fishermen  and  wood-cutters,  with- 
in two  miles  of  our  walls  : two  days  after  tlie  period 
col.  Cuthbert  was  to  have  returned*,  these  marauders 
were  dislodged,  and  the  American  officer  finding  that, 

some  of  the  balls  reached  ids  camp,  moved  it  backjmecuis  as  thev  have  in  their  power.  Tiie  Indians  are 
two  miles;  this  you  call  keeping  the  ground;  this  I to  be  insulted,  threatened,  and  driven  from  their 
purely  defensive  act,  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  lands ; if  they  resist,1 'nothing  less  than  externiim.t.ci. 

*ath  your  usual  regard  to  veracity,  you  are. pleased  to  is  to  be  their  fate  ; but  you  deceive  yourself,  sir,  i: 
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Vqu  think  the  world  is  blind  to  your  motives  ; it  is  not 
long  since  the  state  of  Georgia  had  a slice  of  Indian 
lands,  and’ die  fever  is  again  at  its  height.  Is  your 
excellency  altogether  pure — does  not  the  name  of 
Guxbe  bring’  a Mush  upon  your  cheek  ? Does  it  not 
pemind  you  that  your  character  is  in  the  power  of  all 
the  persons  privy  fp  the  bargain  ? 

Governor,  1 now  take  my  leave  of  you  ; what  I 
have  said  is  more  for  the  purpose  of  unmasking  your 
apparent  patriotism,  than  from  any  expectation  of 
its  influencing  the  determination  of  Congress. — 
Whatever  assur.mcesyoumay  havereceived  from  the 
president,  of  his  solicitude  to  “act  with  decision,” 
if  authprised  by  that  body,  we  flatter  ourselves,  that 
it  possesses  too  much  virtue,  to  permit  an  act  of  in- 
justice, which  must  stamp  the  American  name  with 
jnfaipy.  The  nomination  of  gen.  Pinckney  is  an  as- 
surrance  to  the  contrary,  as  we  are  convinced,  that 
he  never  will  lend  his  name  to  authorise  an  action 
that  might  disgrace  his  fair  character. 

I remain,  your  excellency’s,  very  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

BENIGN O GARZIA. 

Governor  Mitchell,  State  of  Georgia. 


The  public  papers  of  the  United  States  having  an- 
.iounced  the  disapprobation  of  the  hostile  conduct  of 
general  Mathews  and  commodore  Campbell,  1 flat- 
tered myself  that  the  United  Slates  troops  would 
have-been  withdrawn  ere  now: — until  that  tid  es  place , 
I can  hold  no  treaty,  and  in  the  mean  time,  protest, 
as  I have  verbally  informed  colonel  Cuthbert,  again,-.', 
whatever  may  happen,  as  I do  not.  acknowledge  any 
other  authority  on  this  side  of  the  dividing  line, 
marked  out  by  both  nations,  in  their  treaty  of  friend- 
ship, limits  and  navigation,  dated  27th  Oct,  1795. 

God  preserve-voii  many  years. 

9th  May,  1812.  ’ 

(Signed.)  JUAN  JOSE  BE  ESTRADA. 
Governor  J Mitchell , State  of  Georgia. 


Our  Naval  Victories. 

To  relieve  the  sombre  completion  of  the  Register, 
loaded  with  political  matter,  we  gladly  devote  a 
part  of  this  number  to  the  highly  interesting  and 
amusing  details  of  the  late  fetes  at  JS'eiv-York,  in 
honor  of  our  invaluable  tars — i^pkesszhjvNt  must 

CEASE. 


&°PU  of  a letter  from  Governor  Mitchell  to  the  Go- 
•pemiov  of  St.  Augustine. 

Sr.  Mary’s,  4th  May,  1812. 

Sir—- The  'President  of  the  United  States  has  com- 
missioned me  to  communicate  with  you  on  the  trans- 
actions which  have  recently  taken  place  in  East-Flo- 
rida,  and  in  which  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
have  been  used,  and  I am  authorised  to  assure  you, 
that  these-  transactions  were  not  authorised  by  the 
government, 

I hasten  to  make  this  communication  under  the 
fullest  confidence  that  it  will  be  received  as  evi- 
dence of  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  to  that  of  Spain,  and  of  their 
desire,  to  maintain  and  preserve,  uninterrupted,  that 
harmony  which  has  so  long  subsisted  between  the 
two  nations. 

I send  my  aid  de  camp,  colonel  Cuthbert,  to  you 
with  this  letter,  who  will,  if  you  desire  it,  wait  for, 
and  brifig  me  your  answer,  which  I have,  to  request 
in  writing.  In  the  mean  time,  if  you  are  disposed  to 
make  any  verbal  communications  to  him,  with  the 
view  of  conveying  to  me  your  sentiments,  [in  that 
way,]  on  any-  point  regarding  the  business  upon 
which  he  is  sent,  you  may  have  reliance  upon  his  ho- 
nor in  executing  your  wishes  in  that  respect. 

I am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  very 
pbedient  servant, 

'(Signed.-)  D,  .B  MITCHELL. 

To  the  governor  of  East -Florida,  in  St.  Augustine ^ 

Translation  of  the  Governor  of  St.  Augustine' s an- 
swer to  the  foregoing. 

Most  kxceelkvt  sir — This  day  I received  by  your 
aid  decamp,  colonel  Cuthbert,  your  letter  dated  in 
SL  Mary’s,  Georgia,  4th  instant,  bv  which  you  are 
leased  to  pi  form  me,  that  you  are  commissioned 
y the  president  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
cate with  me  on  the  subject  of  the  transactions  that 
are  taking  place  in  tills  country,  in  consequence  of 
the  active  part  taken  by  the  regulars  of  the  United 
States,  vyhieh  proceedings  have  been  disapproved 
by  the  government,  as  it  is  desirous  qf'  maintaining 
the  good  understanding  that  has  subsisted  so  Ipnlr 
between  the  two  nations. 

Spain  has  always  endeavored  to  give  proofs' of  her 
good  faith  by  a scrupulous  fulfilment  of  her  treaties  ; 
she  therefore  never  pould  have  imagined  that  her 
province  of  East  Florida,,  under  my  charge,  would 
^aye  beep  exposed  to  -the  insults  she;  has  suffered. 


New- York,  January  4,  1813. 

In  addition  to  the  other  testimonials  of  approbation 
and  joy  for  our  late  naY'al  victories,  that  have  so 
well  comported  with  the  dignity  and  opulence  of  our 
city,  we  are  proud  to  record  the  particulars  of  a fete 
which  reflects  honor  upon  the  taste  of  the  designing 
artist,  upon  the  exertions  and  arrangements  of  the 
managers,  and  likewise  upon  the  public  spirit  and 
liberality  of  the  citizens.  On  Thursday  evening  last 
a ball  was  given  to  the  commanders  and  officers  of 
our  victorious  frigates,  which  for  splendor  of  deco*, 
rations  and  brilliancy  of  company  has  never  been 
equalled  in  this  country  on  any  public  occasion.  The 
city  assembly  room  was  ornamented  with  transparen- 
cies, and  by  a prefussion  of  colors  displayed  in  a 
most  beautiful  and  tasteful  manner.  Atone  end  of  the 
room  was  a large  transparent  painting  divided  into 
three  compartments  ; the  left  represented  the  G ner- 
vier a on  fire, and  the  Constitution  majestically  sailing 
from  her ; the  centre  was  appropriated  to  the  capture 
of  the  * Macedonian,  and  the  Briton  was  seen,  "with 
his  topmasts  gone,  about  to  confess  the  superiority 
of  American  targ;  the  right  exhibited  the  most  gal- 
lant action  of  the  three  ; the  Wasp,  having  lost  hey 
topmast,  dealing  her  destructive  fire  upon  the  Frolic , 
just  before  (having  lost  her  masts  by  the  board)  the 
latter  struck  to  an  inferior  force.  The  opposite  end 
was  a transparency  representing  the  bald  eagle,  sup- 
porting, by  ribbands  passed  through  his  beak  and 
over  his  extending  wings,  three  civic  chaplets  : in 
the  centre  chaplet  was  described  “ Hull  and  the  Over - 
ricref  in  the  left  “ Decatur  and  the  Macedonian ,*’  and 
in  the  right  “ Jones  and  the  Frolic.”  The  triumphant 
emblems  of  America’s  power  and  majesty,  was  a pro? 
duction  of  Mr,  Holland’s  happiest  genius  ; every  eye 
that  beheld  it  confessed  that  the  artist  had  felt  the 
grandeur  of  his  subject,  and  that  his  mipd  had  well 
seconded  the  powers  of  his  pencil.  The  large  side., 
window  was  occupied  by  an  opaque  picture  of  an 
eagle  supporting  a label  inscribed  i(onr  children  are. 
the  property  of  our  country.}'  Tips  inscription  is  a 
toast  of  com'.  Decatur’s  venerable  parent,  at  a dinner 
given  hy  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  popunemo? 
ration  of  the  burning  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  by 
his  son  and  gallant  cojnrud^s  in  the  Intrepid.  1 he 
flags  of  all  nations  Weye  attached  to  masts  which 
were  placed  round  the  room,  and  formed  a line  in 
the  centre  between  the  chandeliers,  where  we  re- 
marked some  beautiful  Portuguese  colors,  whose 
white  grounds  and  superb  central  ornaments  most 
happily  relieved  the  darker  flags  on  the  s^es-  ^ fy*5 
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masts  were  covered  with  laurel  and  ever-grcens,  and  j 
festoons  of  laurels,  aid  American  pendents  connect- 
ed  the  whole.  The  flag-staves  reached  the  ceil- 
ing', and  wherever  the  eye  was  directed  it  encoun- 
tered the  ensign  of  some  nation.  The  appearance 
of  the  whole  was  highly  picturesque  and  animated, 
and  the  adjustment  of  the  ornaments  was  a favorable 
evidence  of  the  artist’s  skill  and  taste.  The  supper 
room  was  intended  to  appear  like  the  cabin  of  a ship 
of  war,  everv  part  of  the  walls  being’  covered  by  a 
flag  or  a transparency.  At  the  upper  end  was  a 
hav  e transparency  representing  Columbia,  an  armed 
female,  extending  the  hand  of  encouragement  to  two 
half- naked  boys,  who  were  hauling  to  shore  a ship 
of  war,  on  the  top-mast  of  which  a scroll  was  entwin- 
ed, inscribed  “ sailors  rights;”  and  Fame,  with  de- 
Jight,pvoclaiming  to  the  world  the  new  constellation 
of  republican  valor,  “Hull,  Jones  and  Decatur .” 

At  the  lower  end,  another  transparency  exhibited 
an  uifant  Hercules  roused  from  his  slumber  by  the 
hostile  approaches  of  two  serpents,  and  crushing 
them  to  death  with  hands  that  had  not  yet  learned 
their  full  use.  A t the  upper  end  on  the  left  side,  was 
anot  er  transparency  of  an  eagle  resting  on  a sword, 
to  winch  was  suspended  the  resolution  of  congress 
to  p ’c  sent  to  “lieutenant  Decatur  a sword,  and  to  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  ketch  Intrepid,  two  months 
pay,  in  consideration  of  their  having  burnt  a Tripo- 
litan frigate  of  44  guns.”  Lower  down  on  the  same 
side,  was  a large  transparency  of  an  eag’le  rejoicing 
over  a scroll,  inscribed  ** Philadelphia  frigate,  Ma- 
cedonian frigate .”  Opposite  was  another  of  “ Jones 
and  the  Frolic,”  in  a knot  of  a cable  with  a rudder, 
anchor,  cannon  and  other  naval  emblems  : higher  up 
and  opposite  the  resolution,  was  a sixth,  of  “ Hull  and 
the  Guerrigre”  similarly  included,  and  supported  by 
similar  and  different  emblems.  In  the  centre  of  the 
room  was  a naval  pillar,  supporting  the  four  colors 
that  extended  to  the  corners,  and  one  immense  stand- 
ard which  formed  a canopy  over  the  guest’s  table. 
At  each  corner  was  a similar  pillar,  and  from  these, 
flag's,  pendents  and  evergreens  were  carried  in  eve- 
ry direction,  and  on  each  side  of  all  the  pillars  was 
attached  the  painting  of  a stern  of  a ship,  which  de- 
cided their  character.  On  no  occasion  in  this  coun- 

try has  so  large  a number  of  beautiful  and  elegantly 
dressed  females  been  seen ; nearly  300  ladies  sat 
(down  to  supper,  all  of  whom  were  splendidly  dress- 
ed. The  supper  was  plentiful  and  elegant,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  smallness  of  the  room  no  gentlemen  (ex- 
cepting guests  and  the  managers)  were  permitted  to 
enter  whilst  the  ladies  supped,  so  that  the  coup  d'a-il 
was  beautiful  beyond  description.  Among  the  guests 
were  commodore  and  Mrs.  Decatur,  captain  I hill, 
lieutenant  Nicholson  and  general  and  Mrs  .Armstrong. 
The  expectation  of  a fair  wind  that  evening,  pre- 
vented the  officers  of  the  United  Stages  frigate  from 
honoring  the  company  with  their  presence,  which, 
as  well  as  the  absence  of  captain  Jongs  and  his  offi- 
cers, was  muefi  regretted.  This  splendid  entertain- 
ment was  conducted  with  remarkable  regularity,  and 
too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  managers  and 
their  assistants,  while  Mr.  Holland,  the  artist,  de- 
serves every  expression  of  praise  and  admiration  for 
his  decorations ; nor  must  Mr.  Gibson  and  Mrs. 
Knight  be  parsed  over  in  silenc  e. 

[National  Advocate. 

sailor’s  DIHXJill. 

January  8.— Yesterday  about  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  the 
gallant  seamen  belonging  to  thp  frigate  United 
States,  were  landed  at  the  New  Slip,  about  four  hun- 
dred, very  neatly  dressed  in  sailor’s  habit ; and  pre- 
ceded by  a committee  of  the  corporation,  marched  in 
precession  through  Pearl-street  to  Wall-street,  and 


j through  Wall-street  to  the  City  Hotel  in  Broadway* 

I where  they  partook  of  a very  excellent  dinner  in  the 
assembly  room,  which  was  decorated  \n  the  same 
manner  as  at  the  grand  naval  dinner  given  on  Tues- 
day the  28th  ult.  We  understand  that  the  boat- 
swain of  the  frigate  United  States  presided,  and  did 
the  honors  of  the  day  very  respectably. 

The  corporation  and  the  gentlemen  who  composed 
the  committee  of  the  late  grand  naval  dinner  dined 
together  in  the  tea  room. 

During  the  procession  the  American  colors  were 
displayed,  a complete  band  of  music  attended,  the 
streets  were  crowded  with  citizens,  and  loud  bursts, 
of  applause  to  the  gallant  defenders  of  the  country 
were  echoed  and  re-echoed  from  every  quarter. 

After  tire  procession  had  entered  the  assembly 
room,  the  following  address  was  delivered  by  John 
Vanderbilt,  jun.  esq.  a member  of  the  corporation. 
“ Jirave  American  Tars, 

“ The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Ncw-York,  have 
ordered  you  this  entertainment. — It  is  given  as  a tri* 
bute  to  your  valor  displayed  in  the  capture  of  the 
British  frigate  the  Macedonian. 

“ Behold  yonder  miniature  of  your  gallant  achieve- 
ment, See  yourselves  entwined  in  wreaths  of  lau-, 
rels,  with  the  brave  Hull,  and  Jones , and  their  valiant 
cretvs.  Emblems  of  our  gratitude — tokens  of  honor 
which  alone  belong  to  the  brave. 

“ The  burst  of  applause  which  resounds,  from 
Georgia  to  Maine,  and  the  shout  of  your  victory’,  pro- 
claimed in  the  castle  and  the  cottage,  causes  us  to 
mingle  our  emotions  of  joy’  with  the  voice  of  every 
true  American ; and  hail  y ou  here  as  welcome  guests. 

“The  mistress  of  the  ocean,  boasting  of  her  pow> 
er,  challenging  to  single  combat  and  confident  of  her 
superiority,  has  thrice  been  vanquished. 

“ You  have  taught  he?  a lesson,  that  coming  in 
contact  with  the  hearts  of  Yankee  oak,  they  were 
not  encountering  the  vassals  of  an  European  tyrant. 

“ Remember  then,  y e valiant  Tars,  that  you  were 
rocked  in  Freedom’s  cradle ; enlisted  voluntarily 
under  your  country’s  banners. 

“ Not  torn  by  a merciless  press  gang  from  your 
wives  and  children,  and  dear  connections*— but,  fired’ 
with  an  ardent  zeal  for  glory,  and  to  assert  the  rights-, 
of  your  injured  country,  and  punish  the  haughty  foe, 
who  dare  arrogate  to  themselves,  rights  inherent  to 
us,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  the  laws  of  nature,  and  of 
nature’s  God, 

“ You  have  nobly  vindicated  your  country’s  honor 
on  the  ocean-^-you  have  added  new  laurels  to  her 
fame,  and  your  country  receives  it  as  a pledge  that 
you  are  resolved  to  support  her  rights  ; and  that  her 
flag  shall  never  be  tarnished  by  cowardice,  nor 
struck,  whilst  there  is  a shot  in  the  locker. 

“ The  laurels  thus  obtained  by  your  bravery,  shall 
ever  be  green  in  the  remembrance  of  every  true 
American,  and  whilst  under  the  command  of  a De 
gatur,  whose  tried  valor  and  skill  are  manifest,  (not 
only  in  the  late  glorious  conflict,  but  also,  who  made 
the  bloody  Turk  douse  his  colors  in  disgrace,),  you 
will  always  be  sure  of  victory. 

“ Go  on  then  as  you  have  begun,  in  the  path  of  va- 
lor and  duty.  Your  coumry’s  reward  is  at  hand; 
and  may  every  American  Tar,- animated  by  your  ex- 
ample and  success,  go  and  do  likewise.” 

To  which  the  Boatswain  replied  nearly  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  ; 

“In  behalf  of  my  shipmates  I return  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New- York, 
for  the  honor  which  they  have  this  dav  done  us  ; re  s: 
assured  that  it  will  be  always  pur  wish  to  deserve 
the  good  opinion  of  our  countrymen.”  When  the 
boatswain  had  finished  this  reply,  his  shipmates,  a. 


314 


THE  WEEKLY  RECISTER OUR  NAVAL  VICTORIES. 


token  of  their  approbation, made  the  room  ring- with,: 
three  hearty  cheers. 

At  this  moment  the  transparent  pointings  exhibit- 
ing our  three  glorious  naval  victories,  were  suddenly 
displayed  by -the  dropping  of  the  canvas,  which  btU 
fore  had  concealed  them.  It  is  impossible  for  pen  to  j 
describe  the  effect  which  it  had  upon  the  minds  of! 
our  astonished  sailors  ; their  admiration  was  ex-j 
pressed  b.v  repeated  huzzas,  and  enthusiastic  accla- 
mations. Silence  was  in  a few  minutes  restored  by 
the  boatswain’s  whistle,  when  the  whole  crew,  to 
the  number  of  400  and  upwards,  commenced  their 
attack  upon  an  excellent  dinner,  which  was  soon 
.demolished,  and  in  such  a manner  as  left  no  room  to 
doubt  “ that  they  'covld  have  done  ranch  more,  if  more 
had  been  required .” 

After  dinner  the  boatswain  piped  for  silence,  when 
the  president  gave  the  following  toast  : 

American  ships  all  over  the  ocean. — -3  cheers.  ! 
Com.  Decatur  shortly  afterwards  entered  the  room 
accompanied  by  his  first  lieut.  Mi*'.  Allen*,  and  was 
received  by  the  seamen  in  a manner  that  evinced  the 
affection  and  delight  with  which  they  beheld  their 
brave  commander — after  remaining  a few  minutes,! 
the  commodore  gave  as  a toast,  1 

“Free  trade  and  no  impressment.” — 9 cheers.  | 

By  Mr.  Allen. — “Captains  Jones  and  Hull  and  their! 
brave  crews.”— -9  cheers. 

After  the  commodore  retired,  the  president  gave, 
Commodore  Decatur  and  Mr.  Allen. — 9 cheers. 

A variety  of  volunteer  toasts  were  given  by  differ- 
ent seamen  in  true  nautical  style. 

At  6 o’clock,  at -the  request  of  the  managers  of 
the  theatre,  the  jolly  tarj  proceeded  in  a body  to 
that  place  of  amusement,  in  g*ood  order,  where  the 
pit  had  been  exclusively  devoted  to  their  accommo- 
dation. The  front  of  the  theatre  was  illuminated, 
and  exhibited  a transparency  of  the  engagement  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Macedonian.  The  en- 
tertainments consisted  of  “ Fraternal  Discord  ” a 
patriotic  sketch,  called  “ America , Commerce  and 
Freedom and  “Sprigs  of  Laurel .” 

We  do  not  recollect  ever  seeing  the  theatre  so 
crowded.  The  pit  was  entirely  occupied  by  the  gal- 
lant crew  of  the  frigate  United  States,  who  behaved 
with  the  utmost  decorum.  j\Ter.  Ad. 

TUK  FIXISHI X(r  COMPLIMENT. 

Jan.  8. — Yesterday  being  the  day, on  which  the 
corporation  gave  their  public  dinner' to  the  crew  of  the 
United  Slates , they  landed  at  the  New  Slip  at  about 
half  past  2 .o’clock,  and  accompanied  with  their  own 
hand  of  music,  proceeded  in  pairs  through  Pearl-st. 
up  Wall-street  to  Gibson’s  hotel,  where  an  excellent 
dinner  was  prepared  for  the  occasion.  The  streets 
were  lined  with  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  witness  the 
appearance  of  men  who  had  so  nobly  fought  and  tri- 
umphed in  their  country’s  cause.  But  when  they  ap- 
proached within  a hundred  yards  of  their  place  of 
destination,  it  was  with  difficulty  they,  could  make 
any  further  progress,  so  great  was  the  concourse 
which  the  occasion  had  drawn  together.  'Carriages 
of  every  description,  carts  and  waggons,  had  col- 
lected in  the  streets  and  were  covered  with  people, 
till  they  resembled  a hive  of  bees  before  swarming. 
The  band  at  the  door  continued  playing  until  the 
whole  crew,  about  400,  had  entered,  and  had  been 
introduced, to  their  seats  in  the  same  elegant  room 
where  their  officers  had  dined  before,  and  fitted  up 
in  the  same  fanciful  and  appropriate  manner.  On 
this  occasion,  the  gentlemen  composing  the  excellent 
bandxif  the  11th  regiment,  Volunteered  their  ser- 
vices, with  gen.  Washington’s  old  trumpeter  among 
them  ; and  they  were  not  backward  in  greeting 
them  to  their  hearts  content  with  our  best  national 


airs,  playing  in  a manner  that  would  have  done  credit 
to  any  professional  orchestra.  At  the  sight  of  the 
transparencies  representing  the  three  naval  victo- 
ries, which  burst  upon  their  view  at  the  sudden  un- 
furling of  thv  main  sails,  llndr  joy  was  extacy,  and 
repeated  huzzas  accompanied  by  the  shrill  whist- 
lings of  the  boatswain’s  call,  made  the  room  ring 
again.  Direct! v afterwards  the  word  was  given  to 
fall  to  ! and  for  one  hour  the  most  obstinate  unbe- 
liever in  perpetual  motion,  would  have  been  com- 
pletely gravelled.  Soon  after  dinner,  the  boatswain 
piped  all  hands  to  silence , and  the  gunner  informed 
them  by  his  speaking  trumpet,  that  the  commodore 
was  in  the  house  and  would  shortly  appear,  when 
nine  cheers  would  be  expected.  He  entered  and  took 
his  stand  at  the  west  end  of  the  room  under  the  tran- 
sparencies, when  the  cheers  were  given,  every  man 
standing  on  tiptoe  and  flourishing  his  glazed  hat 
over  his  head  in  a manner  peculiar  to  the  true  sailor. 
Many  an  appropriate  and  many  a hearty  toast  was. 
given,  and  some  of  them  in  language  that  could  not 
be  mistaken  by  the  dullest  present.  On  the  whole, 
every  thing  went  off  extremely  well,  and  at  the  pro- 
per hour  most  of  them  pushed  off  for  the  theatre, 
where  the  managers  had  liberally  appropriated  to 
them  the  wh ole  pit. 

The  avenues  to  the  house  were  almost  literally 
blocked  up,  so  that  admittance  was  scarcely  practi- 
cal. Everybody  seemed  desirous  to  see  how  such  a 
body  of  sailors,  coming  directly  from  a jolly  dinner, 
would  behave.  The  house  was  filled  to  overflowing 
in  every  part  of  it — not  a nook  or  corner  but  what 
had  its  occupant.  The  pit  was  not  quite  so  full  as 
the  rest  of  the  house,  owing,  we  presume,  to  some  of 
them  having  got  a little  bewildered  when  they  left 
the  hotel,  so  that  they  could  not  very  readily  find 
their  way  to  the  park,  and  some  having  got  so  far 
north  into  the  Gidf  Stream  that  they  could  not  alter 
their  course  in  time  to  get  back  to  the  theatre  before 
the  fall  of  the  curtain.  There  were,  perhaps,  two- 
thirds  of  them  in  the  pit,  the  gunner,  with  his  speak- 
ing* trumpet,  took  his  stand  in  the  centre  of  the  mid- 
dle bench  to  command  silence  when  necessary,  and 
the  faithful. boatswain  stood  beside  him  with  his  sil- 
ver call  to  second  his  commands  ; on  -each  side  ar.d 
in  front,  the  Amer  can  flag  waved  in  proud  triumph. 
They  wore  much  elated  at  Yankee  Doodle,  and  three 
hearty  cheers  testified  their  approbation  of  Mr.  Per. 
rossier’s  efforts.  After  some  time  their  commodore 
entered  and  took  his  seat  itl  the  third  box  from  the 
stage,  between  general  Armstrong  and  lieutenant 
Allen— -on  sight  of  him  the  crew  rose  and  gave  12 
hearty  cheers-,  with  all  their  might. 

At  length  the  play,  instead  of  being  a spectacle 
began,  but  they  paid- little  or  rather  no  attention  to 
it,  for  they  could  not  understand  it  without  a much 
greater  exertion  of  intellect  than  they  were  disposed* 
to  make.  The  boatswain  once-or  twice  rouse  d their 
spirits,  which  seemed  about  to  flag,  by  an  inspiring 
blast  of  his  whistle,  rather  inopportunely  as  respect- 
ed the  play,  but  not  sc,  as  respected  his  comrades, 
who  always  rose  and  gave  three  hearty  cheers.  But 
when  Mrs.Darley  entered  as  Julia  .Bertram,  there 
was  at  first  a dead  silence,  at  length  several  voices 
were  heard  from  different  parts  of  the  pit.  “Oh  ! 
what  a pretty,  pretty  girl  /”  “How  I should  lore  her  /” 
“Ihw  / do  lore  her  /”  But  as  soon  as  she  went  off, 
they  fell  talking  among  themselves  and  huzzaing  at 
the  boatswain’s  whistle.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
piece  their  attention  was  caught  by  Jack  and  the 
! Captain,  and  they,  applauded  several  scenes  with 
j judgment  and  great  glee.  After  the  play  their  high* 
l est  gratification  Jbegan.  The  view  of  the  sea,  of 
t he"" i fanspiu^  t! i e engagement  between  the 

] United  States  and  Macedonian,  of  the  descending 
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■ genius  of  America,  of  the  temple  of  naval  glory 
rising  out  of  the  ocean,  excited  lively  sensations  and 
w#re  highly  applauded, — The  letter  dance  by  the 
three  children,  who  surprised  them  by  their  agility, 
and  the  neatness  and  dexterity  of  their  steps,  drew 
forth  still  louder  applauses ; but  when  they  again 
appeared  bearing  in  their  hands  separate  letters, 
Which  being  joined,  produced  in  transparency, HULL, 
and  on  a second  JONES,  and  on  a third  DECATUR, 
their  sensations  were  unbounded,  their  huzzas  al- 
most endless,  and  the  boatswain  stunned  the  house 
with  his  call  which  he  played  as  skilfully  as  loud. — 
After  this,  Mr.  M‘F:irland  came  out  in  the  character 
of  a clown  and  sung  the  following  song : 

. .YANKEE  FROLICS A MEW  SO  MG. 

JCo  more  of  your  blathering'  nonsense, 

’Root  the  Nelsons  of  old  Joint  y Bull; 
rilsirg  you  a soi;g,  ’pon  my  conscience, 

’Bout  Jones,  ami  Decatur,  and  Hull. 

Dad  Neptune  had  long,  with  vexation, 

Beheld  with  what  insolent  pride, 

The  turbulent,  billow  wash’d  nation, 

Had  aimed  to  control  his  salt  tide. 

Sing  lather  away  jontccl  and  aisy, 

By  my  soul,  at  the  game  hob-or-nob, 

In  a very  few  minutes  we'll  plase  ye, 

Because  we  take  work  by  the  job. 

There  was  Dacivs,  at  vaunting  and  boasting, 

His  equal  you’ll  seldom  come  near; 

J3ut  Hull,  Ix-twixt  snioaking  and  roasting, 

Dispatch’d  his  proud  frigate  Guerrierel 
Such  a treatment,  to  him,  was  a wonder, 

Which  serv’d  his  proud  spirit  to  choak; 

And,  when  to  the  bottom  our  thunder 
Had  sent  her,  we  laugh’d  at  the  joke. 

Sing  lather  away  joni eel  and  aisy. 

Brave  Hull,  at  the  game  hob-or-nob^ 

Is  the  boy  that  will  surely  amaze  ye, 

So  well  he  can  finish  the  job. 

T’other  day,  worse  than  gout,  fit,  or  eliolie, 

The  Wasp,  with  Rodgers,  Biddle  and  Jones, 

So  terribly  stung  the  poor  Frolic  ! 

As  left  her— but  bare  skin  aiid  bones. 

She  struck,  what  could  she  do  better? 

For  time,  there  was  none  to  delay, 

Indeed,  it  must  terribly  fret  her 

To  see  she  could  not  run  away.  — 

. Sing  lather  array  jontceland  aisy , 

Brave  Jones  at  the  game  hob-or-nob , 

Is  the  lad  that  will  surely  amaze  yr\ 

So  well  He  can  work  by  the  job. 

How,  to  augment  our  brave  little  navy, 

And  add  to  the  strength  of  each  state, 

Decatur,  without  sause  or  gravy, 

Has  dress’d  Alexander  the  Great ! * 

By  my  soul,  to  prevent  further  trouble, 

And  save  a disgraceful  downfall. 

Since  they  find  all  resistance  a bubble, 

They’ll  strike  without  fighting  at  all. 

Sing  lather  await  jontrel  am!  aisy, 

Decatur  to  play  hob-or-nob, 

Will  in  seventeen  minutes  amaze  ye— 

Huzza!  Hwas  a quick  finished  job. 

We  leave  the  reader  to  guess  the  effect.  Cries  of 
encore  ! were  incessant ; nothing  else  could  be  heard; 
po  further  proceedings  permitted,  until  lie  returned 
to  repeat  the  song,  which  he  did  in  a few  minutes 
in  a sailor’s  dress,  amidst  the  loudest  shouts  of  ap- 
plause. In  the  meantime,  a naval  column  rose  from 
the  stage,  surmounted  with  the  full  length  likeness 
of  commodore  Decatur,  ancl  the  names  of  the  three 
commanders  engraven  in  capitals  on  its  base  ; which 
enabled  him  to  add  to  the  effort  of  the  song.  Mr. 
Darley  then  sung  Poll  of  Plymouth,  in  an  excellent 
style,  and  Mr.  MTarland  concluded  the  wdiole  with 
a sailor’s  hornpipe  ; which,  making  due  allowance 
for  bulk  and  weight,  was  very  well  executed. 

•A*.  T.  E.  Post. 


The  jail  of  Columbia,  New-York,  was.  about  the  middle  of  last 
month,  entirely  freed  of  prisoners,  either  oil  criminal  or  civil  pro- 
cess. This  county,  by  the  census  of  1810,  contained  32.390  inha- 
bitants. There  is  no  parallel  for  this  in  any  country  but  the  U. 
States ; and  the  mere  mention  of  the  naked  fact  is  worth  a vo- 
jkime  ot  speculations. 

* The  Macedonia!*. 


df  tCU 

MILITARY. 

On  the  8th  ult.  gen.  Harrison  with  detachments 
from  the  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  lines,  arrived  at 
Upper  Sandusky.  The  following  munitions  of  war, 
from  Pittsburg'  have  also  arrived  at  Upper  Sandusky 
— viz.  Five  18  pounders  ; eight  12  pounders;  six 
6 pounders;  two  5 1-2  inch  howitzers.  The  residue 
of  the  Virginia  troops  under  the  command  of  gen. 
Leftwicli,  will  leave  Delaware  for  Sandusky  in  a few 
days. 

General  Harrison  arrived  at  Chilicothe  about  tha 
26th  ult.  to  consult  with  governor  Jlfeig-s,  it  is  stat- 
ed, on  business  of  importance.  The  Seiota  Gazette 
informs  us  that  lie  will  not  accept  the  commission 
of  a brigadier-general  in  the  United  States  army, 
but  continue  the  campaign  as  majoivgcneral  of  the 
Kentucky  quota,  after. which  it  is  his  intention  tore- 
tire  into  private  life.  lie  has  resigned  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Indiana  Territory,  in  a very  handsome 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  state.  We  trust  the  ser- 
vices of  this  beloved  man,  uniting  in  himself,  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  western  people  ; whose  pru- 
dence, patience  and  perseverance,  has  given  security 
to  the  frontiers,  threatened  by  the  most  formidable 
combinations  of  -while  and  red  savages  that  ever  were 
known,  will  not  be  lost  to  his  country. 

One  hundred  waggon  loads  of  provisions  have 
been  sent  from  Erie  to  meet  Harrison’s  army  at  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami.  We  see  nothing  in  the  west- 
like  going  into  winter  quarters. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  patriotism 
of  the  western  volunteers  is  steady,  continued  and 
invincible.  They  cheerfully  bear  their  privations 
without  a murmur,  and  always  ready  in  season  and. 
out  of  season  to  perform  any  duty  required.  They 
have  no  “constitutional  objections”  against  proceed- 
ing to  Canada,  but  all  pant  for  the  time  to  arrive 
when  humbled  Malden  shall  atone  for  surrendered 
Detroit. 

Tiie  recruiting  service  goes  on  with  great  activity, 
in  general.  A new  spirit  pervades  the  country.  In 
Baltimore , several  able  men  are  daily  added  to  the 
ranks. 

The  Democratic  Press  states  that  general  Hull  is 
to  be  tried  by  a court  martial  at  Philadelphia , to  open 
on  the  1st  of  February. 

A regiment  of  volunteers  is  raising  in  New -Tori; 
for  the  defence  of  that  city.  At  a late  parade  they 
turned  out  1006  men,  enlisted  for  one  year,  under 
the  command  of  col.  Sticker,  all  well  clothed,  with 
arms  and  accoutrements  in  complete  order.  The 
recruiting  continues,  and  it  is  intended  to  complete 
the  number  of  1600. 

Am  army  list.— A complete  army  list  has  been 
desired  by  many  of  the  readers  of  the  Pegister.  As 
yet,  though  exertions  have  been  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, it  has  sot  been  obtained.  It  will  not  be  ne- 
glected. 

It  appears  that  the  whole  country  on  the  borders 
of  the  lakes  has  been  uncommonly' unhealthy  during 
the  latter  end  of  the  last  autumn  ; and  that,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  some  of  the  soldiers  have  died.— 
The  mortality  among  the  troops,  as  the  custom  is, 
was  prodigiously  magnified  and  industriously  pro- 
pagated, to  check  the  recruiting  service,  and  palsv 
the  exertions  of  government.  We  are  so  well  used 
to  these  things,  that,  hv  looking  at  the  quarter  they 
come  from,  we  at  once  know  tlieir  worth— but  seve- 
ral of  the  surgeons  of  the  army,  less  callous  than 
we  to  such  talcs,  have  condescended  to  refute  the 
falsehoods  published,  and  to  state  the  general  atten- 
tion and  ample  supplies  that  have  been- paid  to  the 
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eoldiery  in  their  afflictions  ; and  that  they  are- flow, 
as  healthy  as  could  be  hoped  for. 

The  various  movements  to  wards  and  about  the  ca- 
pital of  Easb-Ffarida  indicate  decisive  measures. — 
Our  forces  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Augustine  is 
constantly  augmenting,  and  the  army  is  very  respect- 
able. 

A late  Halifax  paper  says,  that  considerable  quan- 
tities of  cannon,  powder,  gun-locks,  &c.  have  been 
seized  in  that  town  and  its  vicinity,  which,  there 
was  reason  to  suppose,  were  intended  for  exporta- 
tion to  the  United  States. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Huff  aloe  Gazette. 

■ Sin — In  the  account  which  1 gave,  last  week,  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  1st  of  December,  1 find  I was 
unler  a mistake  in  stating  that  colonel  Winder’s  regi- 
ment embarked  three  quarters  of  an  hour  before  any 
other  of  the  regular  infantry. 

1 saw  one  regiment  only,  which  I understood  to 
be  colonel  Winder’s,  enter  their  boats  at  the  navy 
vard.  There  lay  adjoining  a large  number,  and  as  I 
supposed,  the  whole  of  the  other  boats  intended  for 
the  regular  troops,  and  which  were  unoccupied  for 
about  three  fourths  of  an  hour.  I have  since  learnt 
that  the  boats  for  one  regiment  had  been  taken  a lit- 
tle distance  up  the  creek,  and  that  colonel  Parker’s 
regiment,  (then  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel 
Coles,)  and  colonel  Winder’s  regiment  embarked 
about  the  same  time — one  at  the  navy  yard,  and  the 
other  in  the  boats  up  the  creek.  It  was  a “ mistake 
af  the  night,”  which  in  justice  to  colonel  Coles’  re- 
giment, T most  cheerfully  correct.  Yours, 

December  21.  ' P.  B.  PORTER. 

I- ROM  THE  BOSTON  I' AT  RIOT. 

However  insignificant  ray  signature  may  appear 
when  put  in  competition'  with  the  names  of  sir  Geo. 
Prevost  and  gen.  Brock,  yet  I cannot  silently  see 
falsehoods  told  by  one  and  given  currency  to  bv  the 
other,  generally  received,  without  raising  my  voice 
ill  contradiction.  In  the  official  dispatches  of  those 
generals  relating  to  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  and 
the  prior  transactions,  it  is  stated  that,  in  several 
attempts  to  get  possession  of  the  post  at  the  river 
Canard,  (the  Americans)  were  uniformly  repulsed 
with  loss  ■,  this  assertion,  which  I affirm  to  be  totally 
false,  I shall  put  down  by  a short  but  plain  state- 
ment of  facts,  which  do  not  rest  entirely  on  my  evi- 
dence, but  can  be  corroborated  by  that  of  many  offi- 
cers of  responsibility,  who  were  present. 

But  one  attempt  was  made  by  the  Americans  to 
occupy  that  post,  and  in  that  they  were  successful. 
A detachment  consisting  of  one  company  of  militia 
infantry,  one  of  riflemen  and  50  of  the  4th  United 
States  regum  nt,  under  col.  Miller,  attacked  the  Bri- 
tish guard  at  that  place  and  completely  routed, 
til  m.  The  British  were  commanded  by  the  gallant 
C pta'n  Claymore  of  the  .41st,  an  officer  distinguish- 
ed bv  his  polite  and  gentlemanly  behaviour  to  gen. 
Hull  af.cr  the  surrender ; who  never  attempted  to 
make  a stand  within  six  hundred  yards  after  being 
driven  from  the  bridge,  and  although  he  had  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  totally  forgot  to  use  them.  Seve- 
ral other  reconnOitering  parties  were  detached  from 
the  American  camp,  but  hi  no  instance  were  they  or- 
dered to  occupy  the  bridge,  nor  did  they  ever  retreat 
before  the  enemy,  except  in  one  instance,  when  a 
party  of  militia,  under  major  Dennie  were  defeated 
by  tlie  Indians',  and  at  that  time,  and  in  that  only  did 
they  suffer  loss,  (seven  men  being  killed  and  wound- 
ed..) At  every  other  they  came  on  without  the  loss  of 
a man.  W retched  indeed  must.be  the  cause  when. 
*inch  men  as  sir  George  Prevost  and  gen.  Brock  can 
Luc-end  to  falsehood  in  support  of  it. 

fin  Officer  of  the  4th  U.S  Heft. 


OFFICIAL  DESPATCH. 

(corr.) 

Camp  on  J\lississihe-iva,  t-wo  miles  above  Silvc'- 
December  12,  1812. 

Dear  gener  al — After  a fatiguing  march  of  threat 
days  and  one  night  from  Greenville,  I arrived  with 
the  detachment  under  my  command  at  a town  on 
the  Mississinewa,  thought  by  the  spies  to  be  Sliver- 
Heels  town  ; but  proved  to  be  a town  settled  by  a 
mixture  of  Delaware  and  Miami  Indians. 

About  8 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  un- 
discovered, a charge  was  made  upon  the  town,  when 
many  fied  over  the  river,  other:  surrendered — those 
whu  ffed  made  resistance  after  •.  rossing,  by  firing 
across  the  river.  Thirty -sever,  prisoners  are  taken, 
whom  I shall  bring  in  with  me,  including  men,  wo- 
men and  children — seven  warriors  were  killed.  After 
disposing  of  the  prisoners,  1 marched  a part  of  the 
detachment  down  the  river,  and  burned  three  vil- 
lages without  resistance  ; I then  returned  and  en- 
camped on  the  ground  where  stood  the  first  village 
attacked. 

This  morning  about  day  light,  or  a little  before, 
my  camp  was  attacked  by  a party  of  Indians  (the 
number  unknown,  but  supposed  to  be  between  two 
and  three  hundred)  on  my  right  line  occupied  by 
major  Ball’s  squadron,  who  gallantly  resisted  them 
for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  In  • 
dians  retreated,  after  being  most  gallantly  charged 
by  cap t.  Trotter  at  the  head  of  his  troop  of  cavalry. 
We  lost  in  the  first  action  one  killed  and  one  wound- 
ed, (by  accident  the  last) — in  the  action  of  this 
morning,  we  have  eight  killed,  and  about  twenty  - 
five  or  thirty  wounded  ; not  having  yet  gotten  a re- 
port, I am  unable  to  state  the  number  exactly.  The 
Indians  have  lost  about  forty  killed,  from  the  dis- . 
eoveries  now  made;  the  spies  are  out  at  present  as- 
certaining the  number.  I have  sent  to  Greenville 
for  a reinforcement,  and  send  you  this  hasty  sketch. 
A detailed  report  shall  hereafter  be  made  known  to 
you,  noticing  particularly  those  companies  and  indi- 
viduals, who  have  distinguished  themselves  signally. 

I anticipate  another  attack  before  I reach  Green- 
ville, but  rest  assured,  my  dear  general,  they  shall 
be  warmly  received.  I have  a det  achment  composed 
of  the  bravest  follows,  both  officers  and  soldiers,  in 
the  world.  Our  return  will  be  commenced  this 
morning.  Among  our  killed  I have  to  deplore  the 
loss  of  the  brave  capt.  Pierce — lieut.  Waltz,  of  • apt, 
Markie’s  troop  of  cavalry  is  also  mortally  wounded. 
Their  gallant  conduct  shall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

Yours  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 
(Signed)  JOHN  B.  CAMPBELL, 

Li.  col  1 9th  reg.  U.  S.  Infantry. 
Gen.  TV.  II.  Harrison , com.  JY.  TV.  army. 

OHIO  VOLUNTEERS. 

Governor  JWeigs  has  transmitted  to  colonels 
thur,  Findley  and  Cass,  each,  the  folio-wing  communica- 
tion— Chiltcothe,  Dec,  28th,  1812. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  a request  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  I transmit  you  the 
enclosed  resolution.  , 

This  act  I perform  with  much  satisfaction,  because 
the  principles  expressed  in  the  resolution,  I deerfi 
correct, — and  know  that  the  applause  bestowed  was 
truly  merited  by  the  Volunteers  of  Ohio — which, 
though  unfortunate,  were,  brave  and  have  exhibited 
a laudable  example  of  promptitude,  courage  and 
zeal,  Worthy  the  imitation  of  the  whole  militia  of 
.he  state. 

•rvTo  thf^^p'rbbathm  of  the  general  assembly,  foer- 
mit  me,  sir,  to  add  mv  Sincere  commendation  oPthe 
soldierly  deportment  of  the  corps  under  vour  conv 
maud. 
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He  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  con- 
sideration. R.  J.  MEIGS. 

Jt evolution  conceiving  the  conduct  of  the  corps  of  T o- 
lunteers  from  this  state,  during,  and  previous  to. 
the  late  campaign  uhder  the  command  of  general 
Hull 

Whereas  it  is  deemed  of  vital  importance  to  every 
wepuplican  government,  that  an  ardent  love  of coun- 
try should  characterize  its  inhabitants  : Whereas 
those  are  especially  deserving  of  the  gratitude  of 
their  country,  svho  stand  forth  early,  and  with  ala- 
eritv  in  its  defence  : — And  whereas  this  general  as- 
sembly has  been  advised  of  the  promptitude  and  ho- 
nest zeal  with  which  the  corps  of  volunteers  from 
this  state  (lately  under  the  command  of  general 
Hull)  assembled,  were  organized  and  marched  into 
the  enemy’s  country,  and  of  their  bravery  and  ge- 
uerul  good  conduct : Therefore, 

Be  it  revolted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  Ohio, — That  the  thanks  of  this 
state  are  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  compo- 
sing the  said  corps,  for  the  patriotism,  bravery  and 
general  good  conduct  which  they  evinced  during 
their  late  arduous  and  disasterous  expedition. 

lie  it  further  resolved.  That  the  governor  of  this 
state,  be  requested  to  forward  to  each  of  the  late 
commandants  of  the  three  regiments  composing 
said  corps,  a copy  of  these  resolutions  ; and  that 
he  take  such  further  notice  of  them  in  his  general 
orders  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  the 
state,  as  propriety  may  direct. 

JOHN  POLLOCK,  Speaker 
Of  the  house  of  representatives. 

thoSias  k iuxee, 

Speaker  of  the  senate. 
Attest: — R.  Osboux,  clerk  of  the  If.  R. 

C.  A.  Nonrbx,  clerk  of  the  senate. 

NAVAL. 

The  British  squadron  off  the  Chesapeake  have  cap- 
tured the  very  valuable  brig  Herald,  from  Bordeaux 
for  Baltimore.  The  brig  had  encountered  a gale  of 
wind  off  the  Western  islands,  in  which  she  carried 
away  her  fore -top-mast,  part  of  her  foremast,  and 
was  otherwise  crippled.  She  was  becalmed  to  t lie 
leeward  of  the  squadron,  which  came  down  upon  her 
With  a stiff  breeze,  and  she  did  not  take  it  until  they 
were  within  30  yards  of  her.  She  still  attempted 
on  escape,  and  had  150  shot  fired  at  her  before  she 
struck ! 

The  schooner  Price,  of  Baltimore,  has  arrived  at 
New- York  from  Nantz,  with  a very  valuable  cargo. 
On  the  second  day  out  she  was  becalmed  in  sight  of 
the  Abercrombie  of  74  guns,  who  manned  3 boats  to 
take  her.  When  the  enemy  arrived  within  musket 
shot,  captain  Staples  presented  them  with  the  con-1 
tents  of  his  six  carronades,  and  they  immediately 
retired  very  well  satisfied,  witho-ut  doing  the  least 
injury  to  the  sclioorter. 

The. privateer  ship  America,  of  18  guns,  has  re- 
turned to  Salem  after  a 4 months  cruise,  in  which 
she  captured  many  valuable  vessels.  She  was  fif- 
teen days  in  tlie  English  channel. 

If  any  man  can  receive  the  following  facts  with- 
out emotion,  his  blood  must  be  as  cold  as  an  adder’s 
board  the  British  frigate  Romulus,  cruising 
off  Lisbon,  were  two  Americans,  who  had  been  on 
board  about  two  years,  and  always  refused  to  enter  : 
one  of  them  was  from  Rhode  Island,  the  other  from 
New-Cast le.  Hearing  of  the  war,  they  asked  per- 
mission to  be  considered  prisoners  of  war.  They 
were  replied  to  by  an  order  from  the  captain  to  give 
them  tiitiee  dozj:x  lashes  each  ; which  being  receiv- 
ed, the  New-Cost  le  man  submitted — but  the  Rhode 
Islaifykr  using  seme  threatening  Imguage,.  vvfc?  cast* 


into  irons,  to  be  sent  to  England  and  tried  for  his 
life  These  tilings  were  unblushmgly  communicated 
by  the  captain  of  the  frigate  to  an  American  gentle- 
man who  has  arrived  at  New-York.  “Will  not  God 
visit  for  these  things  ?” 

Honors  are  heaped  upon  our  gallant  seamen  in  all 
quarters.  A resolution  has  passed  the  Jxnise  of  re- 
presentatives of  Pennsylvania  to  presenl  an  appro- 
priate sword  to  lieut.  Riddle,  late  of  the  Wasp,  with 
ihe  thanks  of  the  commonwealth,  for  his  gallant  con- 
duct in  the  late  engagement  of  that  ship  with  the 
Frolic. 

Captain  Dobbin,  at  Erie , has  four  large  gun  boats 
in  a forward  state.  The}’  are  fifty  feet  straight  rab* 
bit  keel,  seventeen  feet  beam,  and  five  feet  in  the 
hold,  to  carry  24’s  and  32  pounders.  These,  with, 
the  seven  vessels  at  the  Navy  Yard  below  Black 
Rock,  rapidly  fitting  out  by  lieutenant  Angus,  will 
give  a g’ood  account  of  the  British  on  Erie  when  hos* 
Ulc  operations  re-commencc. 

| The  time  for  winch  the  greater  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  late  United  States  ship  Wasp  had  entered,  was 
nearly  expired  when  they  arrived  at  Washington-city. 
But  as  it  was  known  that  their  late  commander 
Janes,  was  to  take  charge  of  the  . Macedonian , they 
gave  three  cheers  and  re-entered  the  service. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  “ National  Advocate 
published  in  New-York,  for  the  following  interesting 
particulars.  The  frigate  United  States  is  176  feet 
deck,  and  42  feet  beam  ; her  gun  deck  is  6 feet  6 
inches  high;  she  lias  15  port  holes  on  a side,  and 
carries  24  pounders  on  her  main  deck.  The  Mace - 
donian  is  166  feet  deck  and  42  feet  8 inches  beam  ? 
her  gun  deck  \»  6 feet  10 inches  high;  she  has  15 
port  holes  on  a side,  and  carries  18  pounders  on  her 
main  deck.  The  latter  is  said  to  be  the  best  model 
for  a frigate,  and  was  accounted  the  most  completely 
fitted  vessel  in  the  British  service.  It  further  ap  - 
pears, that  the  British  formerly  used  24  pounders  in 
their  frigates  but  have  abandoned  them  for  18’s,  as 
more  certain  in  their  fire  and  easier  managed.  Capt. 
Carden,  while  lying  at  Norfolk  some  time  ago,  ob- 
served to  commodore  Decatur,  after  examining  both 
frigates,  that  he  preferred  his  own — and  also  said, 
“ when  the  American  officers  have  had  as  much  ex- 
perience as  v:e  have  had,  they  too  will  prefer  the  18 
pounders.”  Decatur  did  very  well  with  his  24’s  ; — 
and  it  is  best  to  follow  judge  Peters'  advice,  and  in 
all  cases,  “ let  very  veil  alone.” 

A subscription  is  opened  in  Virginia  to  build  a ship 
of  the  line  by  private  contributions  and  makes  a hap- 
py progress.  The  legislature  will  also  “lend  a hand.” 
It  is  proposed  to  call  her  the  Virginia.  Would  not 
the  vessel  be  more  aptly  named  the  “Negotiator  ? ” 
Yff  We  derive  this  hint  from  an  excellent  carricature 
print,  published  in  New-York,  called  “Decatur's  ne- 
gotiation for  American  seaman,”  representing  the  fri- 
gate United  States, n\  fine  condition  with  all  her  sails 
set,  towing  the  Macedonian  under  jury  masts,  into 
port,  with  her  flag  union  down,  and  underneath  the 
stars  and  stripes  of  Columbia — distressed  and  prize. 

An  American  privateer,  name  unknown,  appeared 
off  the  harbor  of  Arrowshot,  in  the  gut  of  Canso, 
on  the  28th  of  November.  After  the  captain  of  a 
British  government  brig,  of  10  guns,  had  ascertain- 
ed her  force  (4  guns  and  35  or  40  men)  he  took  on 
board  20  volunteers,  making  his  whole  crew  equal 
to  60  men,  and  in  company  with  a letter  of  marque 
ship,  went  to  take  the  privateer.  The  impudent 
yankee  kept  his  post;  and  without  attempting  escape, 
beat  them  off* three  times,  when  they  finally  left  him, 
being  very  much  damaged,  and  heartily  sick  of  the 
unprofitable  contest. 

The  account  that  capt.  Dacres  had  killed  cap*. 
Stack  foie  (see  page  235)  is  porctradk-ted. 
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It  is  confidently  stated  in  a Charleston  paper,  that 
the  British  frigate  Southampton,  and  the  United 
States  brig-  Vixen  (a- prize)  have  lately  been  ship- 
wrecked upon  the  Cat  Key,  Bahama,  Particulars 
not  mentioned. 

An  old  couple,  70  or  30  j'ears  of  age,  residing  in 
Baltimore,  who  long  have  mourned  their  only  son  as 
dead, had  a few  days  ago  the  satisfaction  to  hear  that 
he  lived,  by  a letter  dated  “on  board  Jus  majesty's  ship 
Poictiers , off  Cape  Henry,”  where  he  could  look  up- 
on his  native  land  and  hope  to  reach  it ! He  was  im- 
pressed many  years  ago. 

The  British  government  affords  the  most  extensive 
protection  to  those  semi-American  vessels  that  seek 
it  by  licenses ; though  her  naval  officers,  not  under- 
standing the  matter,  frequently  vex  them,  and  send 
them  into  port  as  prizes,  where  they  are  immediate- 
ly released. 

A gentleman  arrived  at  Neio-York,  lately  on  board 
the  Atalanta  frigate,  was  informed  that  four  Ameri- 
cans, who  were  sent  to  England  to  be  tried  as  de- 
serters, had  been  cleared,  and  were  then  on  board  on 
their  return  to  Halifax.  He  understood  they  were 
' some  of  the  seamen  tor  whom  com.  Rodgers  had.  de- 
tained twelve  Englishmen  as  hostages.  He  states 
that  the  crew  of  the  Atalanta  were  much  alarmed  at 
the  idea  of  falling  in  with  the  Essex. 

The  American  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Ma- 
cedonian has  been  published  at  Halifax , without  com- 
ment. We,  therefore,  suppose  that  she  was  not  “de- 
fective.” 

Ekmarkarxe  sailtxo. — The  privateer  brig  Ana- 
conda, arrived  at  New-London  from  Hart-Island,  in 
eight  hours,  a distance  of  120  miles,  which  is  the 
shortest  passage  ever  known.  Capt.  Shaler  expect- 
ed to  take  a few  additional  hands  there,  and  in  one 
or  two  days. proceed  on  his  cruise. — vV.  Y.  Col. 

A letter  from  Sackett’s  Harbor,  dated  the  28th 
of  December,  says— - 

“Our  fleet  has  had  heretofore  entire  command  of 
the  Lake,  but  the  season  prevents  any  further  active 
operations  for  the  present.  The  enemy  lias  suffici- 
ent force  to  cope  with  it,  if  they  had  sufficient  expe- 
rience ; they  are  devoid  of  botli  these  requisites. 
The  officers  and  men  are  in  good  spirits.  The  Bri- 
tish fleet  has  gone  into  Kingston  ami  laid  up  there. 

It  is  probable  we  shall  be  attacked  by  the  enemy 
when  the  navigation  is  sufficiently  closed — we  ex- 
pect they  will  cross  on  sledges  with  a view  of  des- 
troying our  shipping.  Should  they  cross,  we  will 
use  every  exertion  for  the  preservation  of  the  fleet. 
We  shall  rely  principally  upon  the  sailors  and  regu- 
lars, as  there  is  no  dependence  to  be  placed  upon 
tiie  militia.  I fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  oppose  the 
force  that  may  be  brought  against  us,  'owing  to  the 
mortality  that  prevails  among  the  troops  ; nearly  one 
half  our  force  was  reported  this  morning  as  unfit 
for  duty.” 

Richard  Moss,  quarter-master,  died  on  board 
the  frigate  President,  Oct.  1C.  A few  hours  before 
his  death,  he  informed  com.  Rodgers  that  lie  had  a 
wife  and  three  children  in  Boston,  dependent  on  him 
for  support ; and  expressed  considerable  anxiety  for 
them,  knowing  he  had  but  little  time  to  live.  Soon 
after  his  death,  at  the  suggestion  of  com.  Rodgers, 
a subscription  paper  was  opened,  (which  he  headed) 
and  was  handed  through  the  ship  to  the  officers  and 
crew  for  subscription,  when  upwards  of  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  were  immediately  subscribed  by  the  ge- 
nerous and  feeling  officers  and  tars,  for  the  relief  of 
poor  Moss’s  widow  and  children. 

Address  of  thanks.—- The  father  of  the  deceased 
John  Archibald,  who  fell  in  the  late  gallant  action  on 
board  the  frigate  United  States,  under  the  command 
of  the  heroic  commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  avails 


himself  of  thus  publicly  returning  his  mostsincet-e 
thanks  to  the  commodore  for  his  humanity  and  be- 
nevolence to  him  ; and  also  to  his  gallant  officers  and 
seamen  (many  of  whom  were  personally  acquainted 
with  the  deceased’s  father)  for  having*  contributed 
largely  and  honorably  towards  the  support  of  the 
said  deceased’s  three  orphan  children,wh,ieh  clearly 
demonstrates  that  the  brave  American  seamen  are 
possessed  of  both  courage  and  humanity,  superior 
to  any  other  nation.  May  the  same  spirit  that  actu- 
ates the  crew  of  the  United  States  animate  others 
to  the  like  gallant  conduct ; and  the  American  flag 
will  soon  reign  triumphant,  by  End  and  sea. 

In  the  action  with  the  United  States,  (says  the  N. 
Y.  Columbian)  an  American  seaman,  who  had  been 
impressed  into  the  British  service,  and  Was  then  on 
board  the  Macedonian,  was  shot  with  a round  24  lb. 
ball  , in  the  head,  and  his  brains  and  blood  dashed 
against  a beam  and  the  spar-deck  of  the  ship.  On 
our  seamen  going  on  board  the  prize,  some  of  the 
comrades  of  the  unfortunate  tar  pointed  out  the  re- 
mains of  the  poor  fellow,  when  each  of  live  American 
sailors,  and  all  who  have  since  visited  the  spot,  took 
a port  ion  of  the  still  remaining  gore  from  the  place, 
and  swore  they  would  preserve  the  precious  relic  to 
the  end  of  their  lives,  as  a stimulus  to  avenge  the 
death  of  their  brother  on  the  despoilers  of  the  ocean. 

Yesterday  morning,  (says  a New- York  paper  of  the 
9th  inst.)  during  the  preparations  for  the  sailors’  din- 
ner at  the  city  hotel,  a Lady  in  the  house  was  deli- 
vered of  a fine  son,  which  was  presented  to  the  gal- 
lant commodore  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  named 
Stephen  Decatur. 

The  privateer  schooner  Revenge,  of  3 gufis,  (one 
of  them  a 12  pounder)  capt.  Sinclair,  of  this  port, 
-has  been  taken  and  carried'  into  Halifax,  after  a brave 
resistance.  She  was  first  attacked  by  a sloop  that 
went  out,  manned  with  about  100  volunteers,  and 
carrying  6 guns,  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking 
her  ; she  maintained  a running  fight  of  four  hours 
with  the  sloop,  and  finally  beat  her  off.  A three 
masted  schooner  or  lugger,  of  17  guns,  was  then 
sent  out,  which  succeeded  in  taking  the  privateer, 
after  a short  contest.  In  the  battle  with  the  sloop, 
the  Revenge  had  one  man  (by  the  name  of  Warner) 
killed,  and  3 wounded.  It  is  reported  the  sloop  bail 
between  40  and  50  killed  and  wounded.  Salem  pap. 

The  nautical  skill  of  the  officers  of  our  navy  has 
been  before  proven  and  acknowledged  by  the  enemy. 
The  instance  now  offered  to  the  public  cannot  be 
ungratifying  to  the  friends  of  a navy  or  to  the 
friends  of  the  officer  who  conducted  the  retreat.-— 
The  United  States  brig  Argus,  captain  Sinclair,  sail- 
ed from  Boston  in  company  with  the  United  States. 
After  parting  with  her  consort  she  proceeded  to  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  down  the  north  coast  of  the  country 
from  St.  Itoquo  to  Surinam,  thence  he  passed  to  the 
windward  of  the  islands  and  in  every  direction  be- 
tween the  Bermudas,  Halifax  and  the  continent— 
After  a lapse  of  96  days,  she  has  returned  into  port, 
having  made  five  prizes  valued  at  about  $200, 0U0.— 
During  her  cruise  she  fell  in  with  a squadron  of  the 
enemy,  consisting  of  six  sail,  two  of  which  were  of 
the  line,  one  of  thdm  a remarkable  fast  sailer. — The 
favor  of  the  moon  enabling  them  to  chase  as  well  at 
night,  as  in  the  day,  the  chase  was  continued  for 
three  days,  without  intermission  and  under  various 
circumstances,  but  the  unremitted  exertions  of  his 
officers  and  crew  enabled  him  to  elude  the  pursuit. 
Pressed  on  all  sides  by  the  number  of  the  enemy  and 
the  baffling  and  unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  the 
Argus  was  at  one  time  within  musket  shot  of  a 74, 
and  at  another  surrounded  ; the  determined  vigilance 
of  captain  Sinclair  rescued  her  however  from  the 
difficulty. 
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Thev  hud  joined  in  the  chase  an  armed  transport, 
with  a.  view  no  doubt  of  distracting1  the  attention 
and  deceiving  tke  chase,  which  being  discovered, he 
bore  down  upon  her  and  compelled  her  to  clear  the 
wav.  Such  was  the  confidence  of  captain  Sinclair 
in  the  sailing  of  the  Argus,  that  during  the  chase 
although  at  one  time  so  closely  pressed  as  to  be  com- 
pellcd'to  lighten  his  vessel,  by  throwing  over  his 
spare  anchors  and  spurs  and  deck,  boats,  and  start- 
ing the  salt  water  with  which  his  casks  had  been  fill- 
ed as  the  fresh  had  been  used,  and  reduced  to  the 
last  necessity  of  wetting  his  sails;  yet  did  he  pre- 
serve all  his  guns,  and  one  night  during  the  chase 
he  found  time  to  capture,  man  and  dispatch  a prize 
So  close  was  they  upon  his  heels  that  when  he  again 
. made  sail,  two  of  the  ships  opened  their  batteries 
upon  him. 

The  Argus  was  built  at  Boston  about  ten  years 
ago,  and  has  not  since  undergone  any  material  re- 
pairs— she  has  been  with  a short  intermission  con- 
stantly in  service,  is  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
vessels  in  the  service  of  her  class.  During  the  late 
cruise  we  understand  she  complained  a good  deal, 
and  cannot  proceed  to  sea  without  repairs.  The 
model  of  such  a vessel  as  the  Argus  is  certainly  in- 
estimable. Mat.  Intel 
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“The  winds  and  seas  arc  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission,  inroads !” 

British  Nerval  Register. 

311.  Brig  Part,  8 guns,  of  and  for  Port  Glascow, 


of  a government  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  provisions  of  the  act  supplemental  Ur 
he  last  mentioned  act.  The  bill  was  read  and  pass- 
ed to  a second  reading. 

HW USE  OF  1<  ETUI  F.SENTATI  YES. 

Thursday , Jun.  7 ■ — The  house  as  before  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional 
military  force. 

Mr.  D.  It.  Williams  with  a view  to  propose  certain 
amendments  wished  to  re-commit  it  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  w hole,  which  was  agreed  to.  He 
then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  “such 
number  of  regiments  not  exceeding  twenty,  as  the 
president  might  think  necessary  to  the  public  ser- 
vice,”— his  object  was  (as  this  bill  goes  to  repeal  the 
act  for  volunteers)  that  such  number  might  be  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  as  there  were  of  volunteers 
now  in  the  service.  The  motion  was  agreed  to. — 
Mr.  Jif.  Clay  moved  that  the  time  of  enlistment 
should  be  for  three  years  instead  of  one,  negatived 
by  a large  majority.  Messrs.  Bleecker  and  Tall- 
?nndge  then  spoke  against  the  bill  generally,  and  the 
house  adjourned.  t 

Friday , Jan.  8. — M i\  Jennings  after  some  pointed 
remarks  on  the  state  of  our  frontiers,  proposed  three 
resolutions  having  a view  to  the  raising  of  12  com- 
panies of  rangers,  and  for  compensating  such  of  the 
militia  and  volunteers  as  should  offer  their  services, 
&c.  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday.  Mr.  Wheaton  spoke  against  the  bill. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JYl(Kee  it  was  so  amended  as  to 
place  the  appointment  of  the  other  field  officers  as 
well  as  the  colonels,  in  the  president  and  senate.- 


ric.hlv  laden  with  rum,  cotton  and  cocoa,  captured  H1’*  Clay  (the  speaker)  then  spoke  in  favor  of  the 


near  the  western  islands  by  the  America  of  Salem 
and  sent  into  that  port.  The  America  had  capt  ured 
two  other  very  valuable  vessels,  which  are  expected 
daily;  and  at  the  time  the  prize  left  her  had  upwards 
of  70  prisoners  on  board. 

312.  Slop  Queen,  16  guns  and  40  men,  from  Li- 
verpool, with  a cargo  invoiced  at  from  70  to  100,000-f 
sterling,  captured  by  the  General  Armstrong  of  N. 
York,  but  unfortunately  wrecked  oil  Nantucket. — 
She  was,  perhaps,  the  most  valuable  prize  yet  made. 
This  ship  was  bound  to  Surrinam,  and  was  bravely 
xlefended,  the  captain,  Ids  first  officer  and  nine  of 
his  crew  being  killed  before  she  was  surrendered. — 
The  Gen.  Armstrong  was  not  much  injured  by  the 
contest. 

313.  Brig  James  and  Charlotte,  from  Liverpool 

for  St.  John’s, guns,  with  coal,  dry  goods,  8c c 

sent  into  Salem  by  the  America  of  that  port. 

314-  Schooner laden  with  dry  goods,  8cc. 

from  Jamaica  for  the  Spanish  Main — valuable — sent 
into  Savannah  by  the  Liberty  of  Baltimore.  The 
prize  carries  two  guns  and  had  thirty  men — the  pri- 
vateer had  only  one  gun  and  forty  men. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

O o 

SENATE VrONIUY,  JAN  TAUT  11. 

Mr.  Bayard  from  Delaware,  appeared  and  took  his 
’seat. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
. committed  the  Mississippi  bill,  reported  in  part,  "a 
-bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to  congress 
id  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
by  James  Madison,  then  secretary  of  state,  Albert 
Gallatin,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  ami  Levi  Lin- 
coln, attorney-general  of  the  U.  States,  commission- 
ers appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  “An 
‘act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the 
state  of  Georgia,  and  authorising  the  establishment” 


bill,  and  after  proceeding  about  an  hour,  declared 
himself  exhausted,  and  obliged  to  suspend  his  re- 
marks to  a future  opportunity.  The  committee  then 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  9. — Mr.  (jlieves,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  among  other  bills  re- 
ported a bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  tire  secreta- 
ries of  the  war  and  navy  departments  (to  a level  with 
the  two  other  seci  effries)  which  was  twice  read.— 
The  house  resumed  the  army  bill,  as  before — Mr* 
Clay  finished  his  observations.  Mr.  Quincy  made  a. 
few  remarks  in  rejoinder,  and  Mr.  Sheffey  wishing 
to  speak,  it  was  agreed  that  the  committee  should 
rise,  report  progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Monday,  January,  11.  The  house  resumed  the 
army  bill  as  before.  Mr.  Sheffey  spoke  against  it, 
and  Mr.  Robertson  in  support  of  it.  The  committee 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  January  12.  The  house  again  resumed 
the  army  bill.  Mr.  Emott  spoke  against  the  bill  and 
against  the  war — Mr.  Macon  replied. 

Wednesday,  January  13.  After  transacting  some 
other  business,  the  house  proceeded  to  consider  the 
army  bill,  as  before — on  the  question , shall  the  bill 
pass  ? — Air.  Cults  spoke  in  reply  to  former  remarks 
of  Mr.  Quincy,  and  in  support  o :*  the  bilk  Air.  Kesit 
followed  on  the  same  side.  And  Mr.  Randolph  suc- 
ceeded in  opposition  to  it.  No  decision. 

['Tj'  On  looking  at  the  journal  of  congress  for 
many  days  past,  all  persons  will  at  least  agree  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  'll  allowed  its  utmost  latitude. 
The  discussion  of  the  bill  for  creating  an  additional 
military  force,,  has  involved  the  -whole  policy  of  the 
United  States,  foreign  and  domestic,  past  and  pre- 
sent. As  every  thing  has  been  said  that  can  be  said, 
we  trust,  as  a great  deal  is  yet  to  do,  that  congress 
will  begin  to  act „•  for  their  tune  is  short.] 

Thursday,  Jun,  14. — After  Messrs.  Stow,  Calhoun , 
Key,  and  Cheves  had  spoken,  the  additional  army  bill 
was  carried — yeas  77,  nays  42.  Particulars  hereafter. 
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Ohio  Burr  Stones. 

Always  delighted  to  notice  the  opening  resources  of 
our  country,  and  happy  with  any  incident  that  re- 
lieves our  dependence  for  foreign  supplies,  it  is 
with  uncommon  pleasure  that  we  give  place  to  the 
following  important  communication  from  a corres- 
pondent at  C'hi  uIcutiik,  well  assured  that  his  state- 
, merit  may  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

“At  a time  like  the  present,  when  the  injustice 
and  aggressions  of  European  nations  have  forced  11s 
into  a war,  for  the  maintenance  of  our  rights  and  our 
independence,  and  when  the  establishment  and  fos- 
tering support  of  every  species  of  domestic  manu- 
facture, is  of  the  first  importance,  every  discovery, 
which  increases  our  knowledge  of  the  internal  re- 
sources of  our  country,  and  lessens  our  dependence 
Upon  foreign  nations,  will  be  viewed  with  sincere 
pleasure  by  every  real  American,  as  another  link  to 
Tie  chain  of  indkpf.xdkxct:,  which  bids  fair,  at  no 
distant  period,  to  encircle  the  wide  extent  of  our  free 
and  happy  country. 

“From  considerations,  like  these,  it  affords  me 
much  pleasure  to  have  it  in  ray  power  to  inform  you 
that  an  extensive  quarry  of  American  “Burrs”  lias 
been  discovered  in  this  state,  near  the  head  of  Ra- 
coon creek,  about  thirty-five  miles,  in  a south-east 
direction,  from  this  place.  It  is  found  in  rocks,  at 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  large  enough  to  make  mill- 
stones of  any  size.  From  these  rocks  a great  many 
pair  have  already  been  made,  and  taken  to  various 
parts  of  the  state.  Owing  to  the  plenty  in  which 
these  rocks  aye  found  at  the  surface,  it  has  not  yet 
been  necessary  to  examine  farther,  but  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  it  is  sufficiently  extensive  to  warrant  the 
belief' that  the  quarry  is  inexhaustible.  The  mill- 
stones ma.de  at  this  quarry,  bear  a striking  resemb- 
lance to  the  “ French  Burrs  ” bearing’,  like  them,  a 
nigged  and  cellular  appearance-.  The  substance  of 
the  Racoon  creek  Burrs,  appears  to  be  formed  of  in- 
numerable fossils  of  the  hardest  kind  of  flint,  ce- 
mented, as  if  by  the  action  of  fire,  into  a mass,  con- 
taining numberless  cavities,  filled  with  loose  earth 
and  sand.  Upon  striking  a piece  of  steel  along*  its 
surface,  a stream  of  sparks  follows  the  collision. — 
These  mill-stones  arc  found,  upon  trial,  to  he,  not 
only  equal , but  really  superior  to  the  French  Burrs  ; 
the  flour  being  nicer,  the  stones  running  longer  with- 
out dressing,  and  grinding  a greater  quantity  in  the 
same  time..  So  much  is  general  Worthington*  con- 
vinced of  these  facts,  that  having  procured  a pair, 
to  do  country  work  at  his  merchant  mill,  near  this 
place,  he  found  them  so  much  superior  to  his  French 
Burrs,  that  he  has  actually  thrown  the  latter  out,  and 
substituted  in  their  place  a pair  of  Racoon  creek 
Burrs ! From  the  great  demand  for  these  Burrs,’  they 
are  sold  at  the  quarrv  for  from  80  to  120  dollars  per 
pair.” 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Gen.  John  Armstrong  lias  been  appointed  secreta- 
ry at  war,  and  capt.  William  Jones , of  Philadelphia, 
an  old  an  experienced  seaman,  appointed  secretary 
of  the  nary.  Perhaps  no  two  persons  could  be  se- 
lected to  bring  into  the  executive  more  decision  and 
strength,  than  these  gentlemen. 

Richard  Skinner,  Jzra  Butler , Janies  Fisk , Charles 
Rich,  William  Strong  and  William  C.  Bradley , Esqrs. 
republicans,  have,  been  elected  representatives  in 
the  13th  congress  of  the  United  States  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont,  by  an  average  majority  of  270  votes. 
If  is  said  that  the  reduced  majority  was  not  owing  to 

* Senator  in  Congress. 


an  increase  of  “ federal”  votes,  but  to  the  security 
felt  by  the  “republicans,”  who  did  not  attend  the 
polls. 

A report  prevailed  in  London  about  the  12th  of 
Nov.  that  Mr.  Barlow,  our  minister  in  France,  had 
proceeded  to  the  bead-quarters  of  the  emperor,  to 
obtain  the  loan  of  12  sail  of  the  line  4ml  36  frigates, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States  during  the  present 
war  with  Great  Britain.  The  ministerial  editors  are 
so  clamorous  on  this  that  we  plainly  perceive  their 
fears.  They  talk  lustily  of  “French  influence”  and 
the  like,  as  is  their  business  to  do.  We  know  noth- 
ing of  this  proposition  but  from  the  London  papers, 
and  these  papers  do  not  always  speak  the  truth ! 
But  if  we  had  the  number  of  vessels  the  enemy  as- 
signs us  by  this  project,  we  think  a negociaiion  might 
soon  be  opened  from  their  cannon’s  mouth  that  would 
produce  all  we  want — a safe  and  honorable  peace,  ifi 
a very  short  time.  If  Great  Britain  shall  fight  us 
into  a naval  power  as  she  did  into  an  independent 
nation,  she  will  equally  repent  it. 

The  news  from  Russia  is  vague  and  uncertain.  The 
generality  of  the  accounts  received  by  way  of  Lon- 
don, shew*  that  the  French  have  met  with  some  se- 
vere checks.  But  the  25th  bulletin  places  the  mat- 
ter in  a very  different  view — yet  some  account  this 
paper  spurious.  We  expect  some  authentic  intel- 
ligence for  our  next. 

From  Spain  we  learn  that  the  British  suffered 
greatly  at  the  siege  of  Burgos,  without  affecting 
any  good.  The  French  have  re -taken  J\tadrid ; lord 
Wellington  had  retreated  to  Salamanca , leaving  his 
sick,  woiAided*and  cannon  behind  him.  It  was  sup- 
posed he  would  retire  to  Lisbon  : lie  had  called  up- 
on the  people  of  Spain  and  Portugal  to  rise  enjnasse. 
From  hence  a tolerable  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
real  state  of  things  in  the  Peninsula. 

The  Russians  have  made  great  exertions  to  engage 
tlie  , Turks  on  their  side  against  France.  For  an  6f- 
fensive  treaty  of  alliance  they  offered  to  renounce  all 
the  countries  on  the  left  side  of  the  Truth— but  the 
Grand  Turk  turned  a deaf  ear  to  their  propositions. 
The  new  Russian  province  south  of  the  the  Truth,  a 
part  of  Moldavia,  has  received  the  name  of  Bes-' 
sarabia. 

The  diet  of  Poland,  issued  an  order  on  the  6th  of 
October  for  raising  a new  levy  of  40,000  men,  at  the 
request  of  the  emperor  of  the  French. 

The  British  king  still  lives,  as  usual. 

A gentleman  of  Tortsea  (says  a London  paper)  it 
is  said,  has  submitted  to  government  a shell,  that  at 
the  immense  distance  of  three  miles  will  explode 
20  bulls  of  combustible  matter  of  three  inches  di- 
ameter, and  upwards  of  1000  musket  and  pistol  bulls: 
these  will  be  scattered  on  the  horizon'  within  a cir- 
cle whose  diameter  is  1400  yards.  The  weight  of 
tlie  shell  will  be  upwards  of  2 1-2  cwt. 

We  understand  (says  a New  York  paper)  that  Mr. 
Joseph  G.  Chambers,  of  Luzern  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, has  invented  a oux,  which  he  can  charge  in  such 
a manner,  that  by  a single  operation  ofijhe  trigger, 
it  will  discharge  several  loads  in  succession,  (say  6 
or  8)  with  a space  between  each  sufficient  to  take 
another  aim.  This  gun  lias  but  one  barrel,  and  does 
not  exceed  a common  gun  in  size.  JV.  Y.  Pap . 

A London  paper  states  that  between  thirty  and 
forty  American  ships  all  richy  laden  with  Baltic 
produce,  are  lying  in  Gottenbiirg , which  port  they 
made  as  a place  of  safety  on  hearing  of  the  war. 

The  British  have  lately' captured  several  of  our 
vessels  bound  to  and  from  France — but  not  so  many 
as  they  used  to  do  before  the  declaration  of  the  war, 

1 d ioi  i gh  the  tra.de  has  beeir more  active. 
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Legislature  of  Maryland. 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES — TUESDAY,  DECEAfBF.il  24. 

Mr.  C.  Dorsey,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  grievances  amt 
courts  of 'justice,  delivers  the  following  report : 

The  committee  of  grievances  and  courts  of  justice,  to  whom  the 
following  order  of  the  house  of  delegates,  of  November  18th,  1812, 
was  ref-  rred— 

“ Ordered , That  the  committee  of  grievances  and  courts  of  jus- 
tice be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  late  riots 
and  mobs  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  the  causes  thereof,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  whether  there  has  been  any  culpable  inertness  or 
neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  civil  or  military  officers 
of  the  state,  or  whether  the  defect  is  in  the  law,  in  order  that  pro 
per  remedy  in  either  ease  may  he  applied”— 

Beg  leave  to  report  in  parr,  That  in  compliance  with  the  order 
of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  under  the  exercise  of  a general  pow- 
er with  which  the  committee  of  grievances  are  invested,  they  have 
inquired  into  the  recent  disturbances  which  have  so  agitated  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  depressed  the  reputation  of  our  state  in  the 
eyes  of  our  sister  republics, “the  causes  thereof,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  civil  and  military  officers  in  relation  thereto.”  They  find,  from 
the  testimony  collected  by  your  committee,  and  which  accompa- 
nies the  report,  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  has  for  along  time  been 
considered  the  ardent  advocate  of  every  measure  of  the  general 
government  leading  to  the  war  in  which  the  nation  is  now  en- 
gaged. 

That  the  Federal  Republican,  edited  by  Messrs.  Hanson  and 
Wagner,  exercising  a constitutional  right  of  reviewing  the  mea- 
sures of  the  national  cabinet,  arraigned,  in  glowing  colors,  the  in- 
tegrity and  policy  of  the  system  winch  was  to  plunge  into  hostili- 
ties: That  the  exercise  of  this  right  produced  a -general  spirit  of 
intolerance  against  that  establishment ; and  that  leading  and  dis- 
tinguished advocates  of  the  administration,  were  so  far  forgetful  of 
the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  of  the  sacred  protection  which  the 
freedom  of  the  press  required  from  their  hands,  and  of  their  obedi- 
ence to  the  sovereignty  of  the  law,  as  to  indulge  in  denunciations 
against  the  establishment,  and  to  circulate  the  horrible  impression, 
that  the  same  course  of  strictures  upon  the  measures  of  the  cabi- 
net, would,  after  a declaration  of  war,  merit  and  receive  the  smn- 
mavy  application  of  popular  vengeance.  The  fitness  and  correct- 
ness of  this  doctrine  were  inculcated  by  the  instrumentality  of  the 
democratic  presses,  having  an  extensive  circulation  amongst  that 
description  of  persons  the  most  likelv  to  be  impelled  to  excess, 
and  the  fit  instruments  of  outrage.— That  under  the  influence  of 
the  feelings  excited  by  the  above  improper  expressions  of  distin- 
guished characters,  and  publications  in  the  democratic  papers, 
committees  were  organized  by  men  of  daring  characters  (only  one 
of  whom  has  been  named  to  your  committee)  to  obtain  subscribers 
to  a plan,  having  for  its  undisguised  object,  the  demolition  of 
the  office  of  the  Federal  Republican.  In  this  effervescence  of  the 
public  feeling,  and  state  of  preparation,  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  declared  war  on  the  18th  of  June.  The  editorial  remarks  in 
the  Federal  Republican  on  the  ensuing  day,  reprobated  the  mo- 
tives and  expediency  of  the  measure  ! The  ministerial  papers  re- 

ftlied  to  those  remarks  in  a style  of  bitterness  and  acerbity  .well  ealcu- 
ajed  todirect  and  secure  the  consummation  ofthe  promised  threat 
of  revenge.  On  Sunday  rumors  were  afloat,  and  a belief  entertain- 
ed, that  public  meetings  at  Pamphetion’s  Hotel,  the  Apollo  and 
Stewart’s  Gardens,  had  determined  to  silence  the  press.  On  Mon- 
day the  paper  appeared  without  remarks  on  the  attitude  winch  the 
congress  had  assumed ; but  still,  well  grounded  apprehensions 
were  entertained  by  Mr.  Wagner,  that  his  establishment  and  per- 
son were  both  endangered,  and  he  took  the  precautionary  measure 
ot  removing  his  book  of  accounts  from  the  office.  In  the  evening 
the  plan  ot  lawless  outrage  was  commenced  by  a parcel  of  hoys 
and  a few  men.  The  assemblage  quickly  augmented,  bringing 
with  them  fire  hooks,  and  every  apparatus  requisite  ibr  the  de- 
struction ot  the  building.  The  operations  of  the  mob  were  con- 
ducted with  a regularity  and  subordination  inducing  a belief  that 
the  whole  was  the  vesult  of  a digested  system  of  operations,  and  ter- 
minated in  a loss  to  the  proprietors  of  three  or  four  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

In  this  work  of  destruction  a Frenchman  was  the  most  conspicu- 
ous and  vociferous  against  the  establishment,  upon  account  ofthe 
general  tone  of  its  politics.  A portion  of  the  rioters,  under  a be- 
lief that  Mr.  Wagner  was  concealed  in  the  old  office  of  discount 
and  deposit,  attempted  to  enter  the  same:  from  this  they  were  di- 
verted by  the  zeal  of  two  democratic  gentlemen,  who  gave  them 
assurances  that  Mr.  Wagner  was  not  there.  The  destruction  ofthe 
house  cost  much  labor  aud  time : during  which  many  stood  by,  and 
contributed  nothing  to  the  protection  ofthe  rights  guaranteed  to 
the  citizens  by  our  form  of  government.  From  the  force  of  this 
remark,  your  committee  with  pleasure  except  the  names  of  Ed- 
ward Johnson,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  judge  Scutt..  who  used 
every  persuasive  suggestion  to  divert  the  triob  from  their  outrages ; 
but  who  omitted  to  attempt  a resort  to  the  protection  created  Tiy 
the  vigilance  of  the  legiflattire,  inprocurifiga  requisition  for  a n?i 
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litary  force,  when  they  saw  the  civil  authority  inadequate  to  th  : 
security  of  Mr.  Wagner  and  his  property.  From  the  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  a part  ofthe  mob  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Wagner’s  father  ; and  a committee,  appointed  by  themselves, search- 
ed every  apartment  of  the  house;  there  an  Irishman  was  the 
most  noted  for  his  savage  threats.  They  next  visited  Mr.  Wagner’s 
own  house,  and  used  every  stratagem  which  rage  suggested,  to  hunt 
out  the  contemplated  victim  of  their  revenge.  No  efficient  mea- 
sures being  adopted  the  ensuing  morning  by  the  constituted  autho- 
rities ofthe  eity,  to  arrest  the  riotyrs,  and  to  cause  them  to  enter 
into  the  customary  recognizance  to  keep  the  peace,  they  were  em- 
boldened, and  sought  for  new  victims ; they  collected  in  the  even- 
ing, with  a force  almost  incredible,  at  the  house  of  one  Hutchens, 
charged  by  them  with  using  expressions  derogatory  to  the  charac- 
ter of  general  Washington.  They  demanded  him,  with  expressions 
of  rage  evidencing  a determination  to  sacrifice  him.  The  mayor 
had  prevailed  on  hint  to  escape.  To  prevent  any  violence  to  bis 
house,  and  to  cause  the  rioters  to  disperse,  it  was  suggested  that  the 
mayor  and  George  E.  Mitchel,  esquire,  then  a member  ofthe  exe- 
cutive council,  should  enter  the  house  and  search  it;  this  they  did 
amidst  the  cries  of  Hutchens'  children,  and  reported  to  the  mob 
that  he  was  not  to  be  found.  They  then  dispersed,  with  promises 
of  future  vengeance  against  him,  and  those  who  either  should  rally 
for  his  protection  or  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  ofthe  eity. 
To  tlie  shipping,  regularly  ch  ared  out  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  unprohibited  ports,  and  bearing  the  products  of 
our  soil,  they  turned  their  attention  ; and  in  their  strength,  by  dis- 
mantling the  vessels,  they  prohibited  to  the  merchant  the  pursuit 
of  .wealth  in  the  channels  sanctioned  by  the  government  of  his 
country.  In  the  wantonness  of  their  cruelty,  the  unfortunate  blacks 
attracted  their  attention  ; and  Briscoe,  a free  negro,  charged  with 
the  expressions  of  affection  for  the  British  nation,  lias  to  deplore  the 
sacrifice  of  his  houses,  (amounting  to  eight  hundred  dollars)  by 
their  unfeeling  agency.  An  African  church,  erected  by  the  piety 
of  the  well  disposed  for  the  improvement  and  amelioration  ofthe 
blacks,  became  to  them  an  object  ofjealousy  ; and  rumors  of  a com- 
bination for  its  destruction, at  length  aroused  the  municipality  of 
the  city  from  its  lethargy,  and  a patrole  of  horse,  by  overawing  the 
turbulent,  gave  to  this  unhappy  place  the  appearance  of  quiet. 

Your  committee  have  omitted  to  present  to  your  consideration  a 
variety  of  incidents,  where  private  revenge  sought  its  gratification 
under  the  imposing  garb  of  zeal  against  the  reputed  enemies  of 
their  country  ; and  where  those  citizens  who  have  sought  an 
asylum  here  from  the  oppression  of  their  governments,  attempted 
to  gratify  their  embittered  passions,  by  proscription  of  eacli  othe  r, 
the  alledged  causes  of  w hich  grew  out  of  the  disturbances  at  home. 
To  this  source  may  be  traced  those  convulsions  of  the  city,  w-liere 
the  United  Irishmen  and  Orangemen  where  the  most  prominent. 
During  this  prostration  of  the  civil  authority,  Mr.  Wagner  sought 
an  establishment  in  the  district  of  Columbia,  where  the  Federal 
Republican  was  revived.  Mr.  Hanson,  impelled  by  considerations 
of  duty  to  his  country,  and  believing  that  a decisive  stand  ought- to 
be  taken  for  the  preservation  of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  resolved 
on  its  re-establishment  in  the  eity  of  Baltimore.  A right  secured 
to  him  by  the  first  principle  and  express  language  of  our  compact. 
Woful  experience  had  taught  him  to  believe,  that  tin-  same  spirit 
of  intollerance  which  led  to  its  first  annihilation,  would  again  ma- 
nifest itself,  by  an  attempt  to  prevent  its  re-establishment  ;and  con- 
fidently expecting  that  a resistance  on  the  first  onset  would  lead 
either  to  the  dispersion  of  the  mob,  ur  the  interposition  ofthe  civil 
authority,  am'  thus  cause  a recognition  of  his  right  to  locate  his 
establishment  there  ; he  organized,  by  the  aid  of  his  personal 
friends  in  Montgomery,  a force  for  and  a plan  of  defence,  but  not 
of  aggression.  In  execution  of  this  design  lie  came  to  Baltimore 
on  Sunday  tlie  twenty-sixth  of  Julj — his  friends  arrived  on  the 
same  day;  their  arrival  was  known  "but  to  few.  The  means  of  de- 
fence and  resistance,  had  been  previously  prepared  and  deposited 
in  the  house,  with  a secrecy  and  caution  defying  a suspicion  ofthe 
object;  and  on  Monday  morning  the  Federal  Republican  was  cir- 
culated amongst  the  subscribers,  purporting  to  be  printed  at  No. 
45,  Cliarles-street.  This  j^aper  contained  spirited  strictures  upon 
the  lawless  temper  of  the  city,  and  the  indisposition  of  the  civil  or 
military  officers  to  discharge  the  respective  duties  of  their  office; 
and  upon  the  executive  <n  Maryland.  It  does  not  appear  to  your 
committee,  that  the  state  of  preparation,  in  which  Mr.  Hanson  and 
his  friends  were,  was  known  to  tlie  citizens  generally,  and  that  no 
acts  were  done  by  them,  either  calculated  to  excite  irritation  or 
apprehension  of  aggression  in  the  minds  of  the  citizens.  Their 
course  of  conduct  during  the  whole  day  evinced  a determination  to 
adhere  to  the  original  design,  of  avoiding  all  ostentation  of  prepa- 
ration, and  to  act  entirely  on  the  defensive.  During  the  day,  in- 
formation was  communicated  to  these  in  the  house,  that  an  attack 
would  be  made ; every  precaution  which  prudence  and  humanity 
suggested  was  adopted,  to  prevent  any  occurrence  which  might  at- 
tract the  attention  of  the, mob.  At  early  candle  light,  the  wicked 
and  daring  attempt  to  expel  a citizen  from  his  residence,  or  to  in- 
volve in  one  common  ruin  himself  and  his  property,  was  commenc- 
ed, and  continued,  notwithstanding  frequent  and  reiterated  solici- 
tations by  the  persons  in  the  house  to  the  mob,  to  desist  and  retire; 
and  not  until  the  windows  were  shattered,  was  evea  a fire  or  inti* 
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initiation  permitted  from  the  house.  At  this,  the  mob  dispersed; 
but  shortly  returned  witli  a dvuui, and  tire  arms, and  with  an  in- 
creased violence  attacked  the  house  most  furiously  in  the  front  and 
rvar.  Bui  the  same  spirit  ot'  forbearance  animated  its  defenders, 
wln-n  a discharge  ot’  musketry  wounded  some  of  the  assailants. 
Judge  Scott  hurried  to  this  scene  of  uproar,  and,  with  Mr.  Abell, 
used  every  persuasive  argument  to  induce  the  mob  to  desist,  but 
with  no  success ; his  language  and  authority  wets,  alike  treated 
v*ilh  contempt.  Every  exertion  which  men  invest  A of reason^tnd 
inflamed  hy  passion  could  make,  was  made  to  destroy  the  defenders 
ofihe  house,  To  execute  tins  savage  design,  the  door  was  again 
burst  open,  and  a man  by  the  name  of  Gales,  the  chi*,  f of  the  mob, 
shot  dead  as  he  entered.  Afield  piece  was  procured  by  the  mob, 
and  elevated  at  the  house. 

While  this  bloody  scene  was  acting  before  the  house  of  Mr.  Han- 
son, many  Wei!  disposed  citizens,  alarmed  for  the  peace  of  the  city, 
and  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  the  persons  in  the  house,  gather- 
ed at  brigadier-general  Strieker’s  ; who,  irritated  by  Mr.  Hanson’s 
return  to  the  city,  w hich  might  be  the  innocent  cause  of  a requisi- 
tion being  made  upon  him  by  the  civil  authority,  which  would  ne- 
cessarily be  attended  with  a responsibility,  received  some  of  tlu-  aj>- 
plications  which  were  made  to  him,  for  the  interposition  of  a AnlUa-i 
rv  force,  in  a style  Well  adapted  to  excite  irritation  ; but  st  ill  consent- 
ed to  obey  any  call  which  Hie  magistracy  should  deem  it  expedient 
to  make  on  him.  Rut  such  was  the  in  lull  -rant  spirit  of  the  magistra- 
cy against  that  establishment,  orisuch  was  their  anxiety  to  avoid  any 
responsibility  for  their  official  duties,  that  great  difficulty,  and  niuen 
delay  occurred  in  procuring  two  magistrates  sufficiently!  devoted  to 
the  public  good,  and  their  oath  of©  nee,  to  sign  tile  requisition.  Ma- 
jor Barney,  of  the  cavalry,  before  tliis,  had  received  an  order  to  re- 

}>air  to  his  general,  which  he  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  received  from 
lima  copy  of  the  orders  herewith  submitted.  Major  Barney,  with 
about  thirty  horsemen  under  his  command,  moved  down  between  1 
and  3 o’clock  to  the  house.  The  mob,  apprehensive  of  an  efficient! 
resistance,  were  alarmed,  and  at  bis  approach  generally  retired.  But  j 
Jiis  conduct  soon  dispelled  their  fears,  and  gave  rise  to  a belief! 
among  them  that  he  was  either  unwilling,  or  incompetent  to  en- 
force their  dispersion.  Thus  all  apprehensions  of  the  military  ov 
civil  interposition  being  banished,  the  timed  were  emboldened,  and 
the  daring  unchecked  by  any  suggestions  of  a future,  accounta- 
bility. 

The  mayor,  the  attorney  general,  general  Strieker,  and  some 
other  citizens  distinguished  by  their  political  consequence,  became 
the  negoeiators  betw  een  the  gentlemen  in  the  house  and  their  vin- 
dictive assailants.  This  negotiation  terminated  in  an  arrangement, 
that  Mr.  Hanson  and  hiS  friends,  should  be  conducted  to  the  gaol,  as 
a place  of  security,  under  a solemn  pledge,  that  every  possible  ex- 
ertion should  be  made  for  their  protection  and  the  security  of  their 
property. 

A military  escort  was  prepared,  and  a guard  of  unarmed  citizens. 

A hollow  square  was  formed,  within  which  Mr.  Hanson  and  his 
friends,  accompanied  hy  those  who  had  promised  them  protection, 
and  some  other  citizens,  of  the  greatest  political  weight,  entered  ; 
and  thus,  attended  by  hundreds  crying  for  vengeance,  and  pressing 
on  their  destruction,  they  reached  the  gaol.  During  this  agoniz- 
ing march,  when  the  ferocity  of  the  mob  excited  a general  belief 
among  those  who  had  confided  themselves  to. the  civil  power,  t hat 
their  destruction  would  ensue  before  they  should  be  put  into  the 
promised  place  of  protection,  frequent  attempts  were  made  to  mas- 
sacre them,  by  the  throw  ing  of  stones,  notwithstanding  it  endan- 
gered the  lives  of  the  political  favorites  of  the  mob. 

Some  of  those  who  had  been  in  the  house  at  the  commencement 
of  the  attack,  attempted  by  various  modes  to  insure  a retreat ; some 
were  arrested  in  their  flight  by  the  mob  ; and  the  savage  temper  of 
this  “many  headed  monster”  displayed  itself  in  the  cold  and  deli- 
berate manner  in  w hich  it  planned  the  execution  of  its  captives. 

Revolutionary  France  furnished  l lie  lawless  precedent  of  exhibit- 
ing upon  the  lamp-post,  by  the  irresponsible  flat  of  the  populace, 
those  who  were  supposed  wanting  in  duty  to  the  republic-  A na- 
tive of  our  country  was  seized  on,  and  an  attempt  made  to  imitate 
the  example  set  by  the  blood-thirsty  Parisians.  From  the  comple- 
tion ot  tliis  sanguinary  deed  they  were  prevented  by  a stratagem 
suggested  by  democratic  gentlemen,  inducing  a procrastination  up- 
til  an  appointed  hour,  w hen  they  repaired  to  the  place  of  confine- 
ment, to  drag  forth  their  victim,  before  removed  by  the  interposition 
and  Zeal  of  his  friends. 

After  Mr.  Hanson  and  his  friends  were  placed  in  gaol,  a general 
apprehension  was  entertained  that; the  mob  would,  on  the  ensuing 
night,  endeavor  to  force  their  prison,  and  glut  their  vengeance  on 
the  unarmed  prisoners.  The  whole  city  was  in  a state  of  commo- 
tion; the  criminal  court  was  closed,  and  the  anxious  and  inquiring 
countenances  of  the  citizens,  denoted  the  approaching  tragedy,  in 
which  all  the  barbarities  which  ferocious  men,  unchecked  by  the 
wholesome  restraints  of  the  law,  perform,  would  be  exhibited.  The 
prison  was- surrounded  by  groups  of  an  infuriated  mob,  eternally 
demanding  vengeance-. 

The  weight  of  character,  the  necessary  concomitant  of  Wealth 
and  political  standing  in  society,  was  not  generally  brought  into 
action  to  allay  the  excited  feelings  of  the  city;  hut,  on  the  other  hand, 
a belief  was  impressed  that  Mr.  Hanson  and  his  immediate  political 
friends,  were  enemies  to  the  country  ; that  his  visit  to  Baltimore  was 
*he  consequence  of  an  arrangement  to  insult  and  dragoon  the  citi- 
zens ; that  they  were  murderers  ; that  they  would  at  ail  themselves  of 
a constitutional  right  to  change  the  venue  to  an  adjoingjug  county, 
and  thus  escape  t he  punishment  of  their,  crimes.  The  Whig  gave 
extensive  circulation  to  these  strictures.  The  general  spirit  of  in- 
tolerance against  the  establishment,  united  with  the  occurrences 
of  the  day,  and  these  excitements,  produced  an  apathy  among  the 
well  disposed,  and  gave  an  increased  activity  to  the  turbulent  and 
vindictive. 

The  mayor  and  brigadier-general  visited  those  confined  in  gaol, 
refused  them  arms  for  defence,  and  gave  them  solemn  assurances 
that  a guard  would  be  stationed  in  and  around  the  gaol,  and  that 


whatever  power  the  civil  or  military  could  wield,  should  lx-  giver, 
for  their  protection.  Other  citizens  repair,  d to  judg.  Scott’s,  and 
required  that  the  military  should  be  or©'  red  out;  ami  aft-r  a consi- 
derable delay,  the  requisition  ;o  brigadier-general  Strieker  w as  pro- 
cured, who  issued  to  col.  Stcrett,  commanding  tor  fifth  regiment, 
to  major  Barney,  of  the  cavalry,  to  col.  Harris,  of  th  artillery,  the 
respective  orders  accompanying  this  report.  It  appears  to  your 
committee  that  whatever  be  the  construction  of  the  orders  given  to 
colonel  Steivtt,  brigadier-general  Strieker  verbally  forbid  him  to 
deliver  out  to  the  men  under  his  command,  hall  cartridges.  Of  col. 
Steretfs  regiment,  thus  ordered  out,  but  thirty  or  forty  obeyed  the 
c-<Il  of  tln  ir  commander  ; this  detection,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  may  be  tinted  to  the  united  causes  o f indisposition  to 
protect  the  persons  in  the  gaol,  an  apprehension  of  immediate  dan- 
ger, of  future  proscription,  and  of  the  inefficient  preparation  un- 
der which  they  w ere  ordered  to  march — of  the  cavalry  but  a few  at- 
tended. 

During  these  operations  in  Gay-street,  it  w as  known  to  those 
ferocious  monsters  who  panted  at  the  gaol  for  the  blood  of  their 
unarmed1 'fellow-citizens,  thatthe  military  wvre ordered  out.  The 
mayor  used  every  persuasive  argument  to  induce  them  to  disperse^ 
am!  to  effect  that,  gave  than  a solemn  pledge  that  neither  Mr.  Han- 
son nor  his  friends  should  he  bailed.  These  assurances,  united  with 
apprehensions  ofa  formidable  resistance  from  the  military, produced 
from  some  a reluctant  promise  that  the  gaol  should  not  be  attempt- 
ed. Some  of  the  most  daring  ltad  left  the  gaol,  and  repaired  to 
se<-  the  operations  of  the  force  convening  to  arrest  the  completion 
of  their  horrid  designs.  At  this  unfortunate  moment,  an  interchange 
of  opinion  took  place  between  general  Strieker  and  others,  which 
resulted  in  a belief  that  tiie  interposition  of  the  military  would  not 
be  requisite,  and  tiiat  if  any  should  be  required,  the  force  collect- 
ed would  be  insufficient ; orders  were  given  to  dismiss  the  military 
— it  w as  the  signal  for  destruction.  The  mob  collected  with  a savage 
impetuosity,  and  heedless  of  the  feeble  opposition  formed  hy  the 
intreaties  of  the  mayor,  they  attacked  the  sanctuary  of  the  pri- 
soners—The  outer  door  wa>  opened  by  treachery  ; the  inner  doors 
yielded  to  their  rage  and  force  ; they  entered  the  room  of  the  gen- 
tlemen ; there  a scene  of  horror  anil  murder  ensued ; which,  for 
its  barbarity,  has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  American  people, 
and  no  equal  but  in  the  massacres  of  Paris.  The  good,  the  venera- 
ble, the  gallant  general  Lingan,  whose  early  life  was  distinguished 
by  his.  active  and  manly  exertions  to  rescue  his  country  from  the 
controulof  a British  parliament;  who  was  honored  by  the  confi- 
dence of  the  immortal  saviour  of  the  nation,  and  who  practised 
every  Christian  virtue,  was  here  overpowered  bv  these  sons  of  mur- 
der, and  became  the  victim  of  their  merciless  ferocity.  Seven  or 
eight  of  the  gentlemen  were  thrown  in  a heap,  under  an  impres- 
sion, entertained  by  these  assassins,  that  (hey  were  dead.  Some  ef- 
fected their  escape  by  stratagem,  or  by  the’  interposition  ot  some 
protecting  friend.  One  Was  detained  as  a subject  for  the  trial  of 
every  refinement  of  torture  which  their  fiend-like  invention  sug- 
gested. Tlie  humanity  of  certain  medical  gentlemen  was  exerted, 
and  by  their  interposition,  under  Divine  Providence,  those  sup* 
posed  to  be  dead  were  restored  to  life  and  society.  On  the  ensuing 
day  a general  terror  prevailed  throughout  the  city. 

(To  be  continued .j 


American  Ingenuity. 

Bridge  over  the  river  Schuylkill , at  the  upper  ferry , 
erected  by  Lewis  JVei'nivag , Engineer. 

This  bridge  is  interesting,  from  its  being  of  new 
construction,  and  having  an  arch  nearly  one  hundred 
feet  longer  than  any  bridge  in  Europe  or  America. 

The  following  description  is  believed  to  be  ac- 
curate ; — 

The  bridge  consists  of  two  abutments,  and  one 
arch,  extending  across  the  river. 

ABUTMENTS. 

The  eastern  abutment  is  sixty  feet  front  on  the 
river,  and  forty  feet  thick — It  is  founded  on  a rock, 
and  is  about  forty  feet  high. 

The  western  abutment,  with  its  wings,  is  built  on 
599  piles,  driven  through  a frame  containing  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  feet  of  timber, 
well  connected,  as  well  by  the  combination  of  its 
parts,  as  by  iron  bolts,  weighing  on  the  whole  three 
tons.  This  abutment  is  sixty-two  feet  front  on  the 
river,  and  forty  feet  thick. 

SUPERSTRUCTURE. 

A single  arch,  whose  chord  is  three  hundred  and 
forty  feet  three  inches  and  three  quarters  of  an  inch— 
Versed  sine,  or  rise  from  the  chord  to  the  apex, 
nineteen  feet  eleven  inches — The  curve  formed  by 
tliis  arch  is -not,  however,  that  of  the  segment  of 
one  great  circle  ; but  of  segments  of  circles  of  une- 
qual radii — Those  of  the  longest  radii  being  nearest 
the  abutments,  and  the  shortest  at  the  apex. 

The  width  of  the  superstructure,  at  the  abut 
meats*  is  fifty  feet,  and  at  the  apex  thirty  twb  feet 
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The  three  ribs,  extending  across  the  river,  from 
one  abutment  to  the  other,  are  set  in  cast  iron  head 
biocks,  upon  an  offset  in  the  wall,  twelve  feet  above 
Common  high  water  mark.  Their  distance  asun- 
der, at  the  abutments  is  twenty-one  feet;  and  at 
the  apex  thirteen  feet  one  inch.  Each  of  these  ribs 
is  composed  of  six  small  ones,  in  thickness  six 
inches,  and  of  the  average  depth  fourteen  inches. — 
The  small  ribs  are  placed  on  their  edges,  two  in 
breadtli  and  three  in  depth,  and  so  formed  as  to  be 
at  the  abutment  equal  to  a solid  mass,  of  timber, 
four  feet  deep  and  one  foot  thick,  gradually  dimi- 
nishing in  size,  so  as  to  be  at  the  apex  but  three 
feet  deep  and  one  foot  thick.  They  are  prevented 
from  coming  into  contact  by  one  inch  iron  bars 
placed  between  *>£n,  six  feet  asunder,  but  are  con- 
nected together  by  large  kon  bands  also  six  feet 
apart,  well  secured,  and  susceptible  of  being  drawn 
tighter  as  the  timber  dries,  by  strong  screws.  The 
foot  ways  are  outside  of  the  ribs. 

The  three  large  ribs  are  preserved  in  their  proper 
relative  situations  by  fifty-four  cross  ties,  at  the  bot- 
tom of,  and  secured  to  the  ribs,  by  strong  iron  stir- 
rups ; upon  these  ties,  and  between  the  ribs,  are 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two  horizontal  braces,  laid 
in  the  form  of  latice  work,  so  as* completely  to  pre 
vent  any  lateral  motion.  From  abundant  caution 
however,  strong  iron  bars,  secured  to  the  corners 
of  the  abutments,  are  extended  in  a horizontal  direc- 
tion diagonally,  in  several  places  through  the  ribs  of 
the  bridge. 

Upon  each  of  the  ribs  are  twenty -nine  kingposts, 
set  in  cast  iron  boxes  of  a proper  shape  to  receive 
them,  and  secured  by  iron  stirrups  embracing  the 
rib  and  post.  Upon  the  tops  of  these  posts  are 
truss  ties  extending-  the  whole  length  of  the  bridge, 
and  upon  the  truss  ties  are  ties  extending  across  the 
bridge,  well  secured  to  the  king  posts  and  truss 
ties. 

The  form  and  combination  of  the  wooden  work  of 
this  superstructure  appears  in  every  respect  to  be 
calculated  for  the  most  ample  security ; but  the  en 
gineer  has  given  it  still  more  strength,  by  twelve 
iron  bars,  one  and  a half  inches  square,  secured  in 
the  bottom  of  each  abutment,  and  passing  up  through 
the  great  body  of  masonry  to  the  top,  and  from 
thence  to  the  top  of  the  first  king-  posts,  thence  de- 
scending by  an  angle  of  about  45°  to  the  ribs,  which 
they  embrace — then  from  the  top  of  the  second  king 
posts  there  are  two  iron  bars,  descending  by  a like 
angle  to  the  rib  which  they  embrace  ; and  so  in  like 
manner  from  the  top  of  every  king  post  there  are 
bars  of  iron  descending  in  like  manner  to  the  ribs 
until  they  meet  at  the  centre.  By  these  the  combi- 
nation is  better  secured,  and  the  weight  thrown 
more  towards  the  haunches  of  the  bridge. 

The  king  posts,  truss  ties,  and  cross  ties,  are 
secured  in  their  proper  places  by  iron  bars,  extend- 
ing through  the  mass  of  masonry  in  the  abutments 
to  the  top,  and  from  thence  through  those  timbers 
longitudinally  and  diagonally  from  one  end  of  the 
bridge  to  the  other. 

The  cart  way  at  the-entrance  of  the  bridge  is  four- 
teen feet  above  the  spring  of  the  arch,  and  passes 
between  the  ribs  at  the  apex,  forming  in  its  progress 
an  angle  with  the  horizon  of  about  two  degrees. 

Tiie  ribs,  the  cart  way,  and  the  string  pieces, 
form  so  many  arches,  which  are  ail  connected  and  se- 
cured by  ties,  braces,  and  bars  of  iron,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  form  one  connected  and  combined 
whole,  equal  in  strength,  perhaps,  to  any  thing  th:U 
human  ingenuity  can  devise. 

All  the  timber  in  this  bridge  has  been  slit  through 
the  heart,  so  as  to  show  any  defect,  and  by  being 


prevented  from  coming  into  contact  are  secured  from 
the  dry  rot. 

There  is  neither  tenon  nor  mortice  in  the  bridge, 
except  a few  to  unite  the  king  posts  and  truss  ties. 

The  first  stone  was  laid  the  29th  day  of  April  last, 
and  the  superstructure  is  now  so  nearly  finished  that 
carriages  have  passed  over  it. 

The  weight  of  the  wood  in  the  superstructure  has 
l>een  ascertained  by  measuring  it  after  it  was  dressed 
and  fitted  together,  so  as  to  find  the  number  of  cubic 
feet  of  each  kind  of  timber — then  sever:  1 pieces  of 
the  same  kinds  of  timber,  of  ascertained  dimensions, 
were  weighed,  and  their  average  taken  for  the  as- 
sumed weight. 

cubic  feet. 

Three  ribs,  chord  340  feet  3 3-4  inches, 
average  thickness  3 feet  6 in.  by  12  in. 

87  king- posts,  15  feet  long,  and  1 footsq.- 

3 truss  ties,  343  feet  long,  and  1 foot  sq. 

84  braces,  18  feet  9 in.  long,  and  1 foot  sq. 

29  caps  or  cross  ties,  36  ft.  long,  8 in.  by  12 
38  floor  beams,  44  feet  long,  6 in.  by  12 
54  cross  ties,  44  feet  long,  6 inches  by  12 
36  joists,  36  feet  long,  3 inches  by  12 
232  braces,  (lattice  work)  29  feet  long, 

5 inches  by  6 

464  studs,  5 feet  long,  5 inches  by  6 

4 large  posts  to  support  the  ends  of  the 
roof  at  the  abutments,  22  feet  long, 

20  inches  by  7 1-4. 

Floor,  3 inches  thick,  343  feet  long,  and 
33  feet  wide.  2572  50 

Amount  cubic  feet  12,732  38 


3601  05 
1-305 
1029 
1575 
696 

516  67 
1188 
324 

1353  33 
483  33 


88 


Yellow  pine,  3576  cubic  feet,  at 
48  lb.  per  foot. 

White  pine,  10,993  do.  at  44  do. 
Oak,  162  do.  at  60  do. 


cast  iron, 
bar  iron,  after  it 
was  worked  up. 

Whole  weig’ht  of  superstructure, 
Add  weight  of  iron  bars  pass- 
ing through  the  masonry  of 
the  abutment. 

Tons. 


Tom.  civt.  grs.  Iba. 


75 

14 

2 

15 

214 

18 

2 

34 

4 

6 

3 

4 

295 

0 

0 

25 

11 

34' 

12 

3 

5 

340 

13 

0 

2 

6 

10 

0 

12 

347 

3 

0 

14 

&c. 

are 

of 

une- 

N.  B.  The  king  posts,  braces,  & c. 
qual  length,  but  their  average  length  was  taken. 


American  Gallantry, 

[Though  a very  liberal  notice  has  already  been  taken 
of  the  capture  of  the  Frolic  by  the  M'a.’tp,  we  can- 
not refuse  insertion  tr  the  following  elegant  arti- 
cle from  the  “ Port  Folio ” for  the  present  month.] 
Under  thistitle  we  have  occasionally  selected  such 
incidents,  in  our  military  annals,  as,  from  their  mi- 
nuteness, had  escaped  the  view  of  the- general  histo- 
rian ; but  which  were  calculated  to  excite  the  high 
and  honorable  feelings  of  patriotism.  The  present 
war  has  again  awakened  the  energies  of  the  nation  ; 
and  already  produced  examples  of  signal  intrepidity 
among  our  countrymen.  It  is,  however,  on  the  na- 
vy of  the  United  States  that  our  national  'pride,  and 
our  hopes  of  glory,  at  this  moment  repose.  We  have 
never  been  able  to  look  without  fhe  highest  satisfac- 
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tion  on  that  fearless  profession  ; the  nursery  of  ge-i 
nerous  courage,  and  of  high-minded  patriotism — to! 
tfhose  followers  every  form  of  danger  is  alike  fami- 
liar and  without  terror. 

Nor  toil,  nor  hazard,  nor  distress,  appear 

To  sink  the  seaman  with  un-nanly  tear  ; 

Who  from  the  face  of  danger  strives  to  turn. 

Indignant  from  the  social  hour  they  spurn  ; 

No  future  ills,  unknown,  their  souls  appal, 

They  know  no  danger  or  they  scorn  it  all. 

But  we  have  no  language  to  convey  our  admiration | 
of  the  young  and  gallant  spirits,  who,  in  the  first  | 
essays  of  their  strength,  have  triumphed  over  the 
veteran  science,  and  the  disciplined  valor,  of  the  ha- 
bitual conquerors  on  the  "ocean.  They  have  retriev- 
ed all  our  disasters — tliey  have  shed  new  lustre  on  j 
our  arms,  and  sustained  even  in  the  m idst  of  morti-1 
fying  reverses,  the  loftiest  tone  of  national  enthu- 
siasm. Their  only  anxiety  has  been  to  find  the  ene- 
mies of  their  country  ; and,  wherever  they  have  met 
them,  the  ir>Talor  Inis'  rendered  victory  certain,  whilst 
the  if  skid  has  made  it  easy. 

Devoted,  as  is  this  journal,  to  all  that  can  add 
honor  or  distinction  to  the  national  character,  it  lias 
no  fairer  pages  than  those  which  record  instances  of 
bravery  like  the  following,  the  account  of  which 
we  have  rendered  scrupulously  minute  and  authen- 
tic. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  the  Wasp,  com- 
manded by  captain  Jacob  Jones,  was  cruising  in 
long.  65,  W.  and  lat.  37,  N.  the  track  of  vessels  pas- 
sing from  Bermuda  to  Halifax,  when  on  Saturday 
the  17th  of  October,  about  11  o’clock,  in  a clear 
moon-light  evening,  she  found  herself  near  five 
strange  sail,  steering  eastward.  As  some  of  them 
seemed  to  be  ships  of  war,  it  was  thought  better  to 
gel  farther  from  them.  The  Wasp,  therefore,  haul- 
ed her  wind,  end  having  reached  a few  miles  to  wind- 
ward, so  as  to  escape  or  fight  as  the  occasion  might 
require,  followed  the  strange  sail  through  the  night. 
At  day-break  on  Sunday  morning-,  capt.  Jones  found 
that  they  were  six  large  merchant  ships,  under  con- 
voy of  a sloop  of  war,  which  proved  to  be  the  Fro- 
lic, capt.  Whiuyates,  from  Honduras  to  England, 
with  a convoy,  strongly  armed  and  manned,  having 
all  forty  or  fifty  men,  and  two  of  them  mounting  six- 
teen guns  each.  He  determined,  however,  to  attack 
them,  arid  as  there  was  a heavy  swell  of  the  sea,  and 
the  weather  boisterous,  got  down  his  top-gallant 
3 ards.  close  reefted  the  top-sails,  and  prepared  for 
action.  About  11  o’clock  the  Frolic  shewed  Spanish 
colors  ; and  the  Wasp  immediately  displayed  the  A- 
Tnerican  ens.gn  and  pendant.  At  32  minutes  past  11, 
the  Wasp  came  dow  n to  windward,  on  her  larboard 
side,  withm  about  s xty  \ ards  and  hailed.  The  ene- 
my hauled  down  the  Spanish  colors,  hoisted  the 
British  ensign  and  opened  a fire  of  cannon  and  mus- 
ketry— this  the  Wasp  instantly  returned  ; and,  coin- 
ing near  to  the  enemy,  the  action  became  close  and  I 
Without  intermission.  In  four  or  five  minutes  the 
“ftuun-top-niast  of  the  Wasp  Was  shot  away,  and  fall- 
ing down  with  the  main-top-sail  yard  across  the  lar- 
board fore  and  fore-top-sail  braces,  rendered  her 
head  yards  unmanageable  during  the  rest  of  the  ac- 
tion. In  two  or  -three  minutes  more  her  gaft  and 
-Th  i z cm  -t  o p -g&i  L . n t-iti  a s t were  shot  away.  St  til  she 
continued  a close  and  constant  fire.  The  sea  was  so 
rough  that  the  muzzles  of  the  Wasp’s  ' guns  were 
frequently  in  the  water.  The  Americans,  therefore, 
fired  as  the  ship’s  side  was  going  down,  so  that  their 
shot  Went  either  on  the  enemy’s  deck  or  below  it 
while  the  English  fired  as  the  vessel  rose,  and  thus 
lier  bails  cUieny  touched,  the  riggvng,  dr  were  thrown 
-away.  The  Wasp  now  shot  ahead  of  the  Frolic  ! 
-raked  her,  and  then  resumed  her  position  on  Iyer  lar- 
board bow.  Her  fire  was  now  obviously  attended 


with  such  success  and  that  of  the  Frolic  so  slacker 
cd,  that  capt.  Jones  did  not  wish  to  board  her,  lest 
the  roughness  of  the  sea  might  endanger  both  ves- 
sels ; but,  in  the  course  of  a few  minutes  more,  eve- 
ry brace  of  the  Wasp  was  shot  away,  and  her  rig- 
ging so  much  torn  to  pieces,  that  he  was  afraid  that 
his  masts,  being  unsupported,  would  go  by  the  board, 
ai  id  the  Frolic  be  able  to  escape.,  He  thought,  there- 
fore, the  best  chance  of  securing  her  was  to  board, 
and  decide  the  contest  at  once.  With  this  view  he 
wore  ship,  and  running  down  upon  the  enemy,  the 
vessels  struck  each  other  ; the  Wasp’s  side  rubbing 
along  the  Frolic’s  bow,  so  that  her  jib-booni  came 
in  between  the  main  and  mizen  rigging  of  the  Wasp, 
directly  over  the  heads  of  captain  Jones  and  the  first 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Biddle,  who  we*,  at  that  moment, 
standing  together  near  . the  capstan.  The  Frolic  lay 
so  fair  for  raking  that  they  decided  not  to  board  un- 
til tliey  had  given  a closing  broadside.  Whilst  they 
were  loading  for  this,  so  near  were  the  two  vessels, 
that  the  rammers  of  the  Wasp  were  pushed  against 
tlie  Frolic’s  sides,  and  two  of  her  guns  went  through 
the  bow  ports  of  the  Frolic,  and  swept  the  whole 
length  of  her  deck.  At  this  moment  Jack  Lang,*  a 
seaman  of  the  Wasp,  a gallant  fellow,  who  had  been 
once  impressed  by  a British  man  of  war,  jumped  on 
a gun  with  his  cutlass,  and  was  springing  on  board 
the  Frolic  ; captain  Jones  wishing  to  fire  again  be- 
fore boarding,  called  him  down  ; but  his  impetuosi- 
ty could  not  be  restrained,  and  he  was  already7  on 
the  bowsprit  of  the  Frolic;  when,  seeing  the  ardor 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  Wasp’s  crew,  lieut.  Biddle 
mounted  on  the  hammock  cloth  to  board.  At  this 
signal  the  crew  followed,  but  lieut.  Biddle’s  feet  got 
entangled  in  the  rigging  of  the  enemy’s  bowsprit, 
and  midshipman  Baker,  in  his  ardor  to  get  on  board, 
laying  hold  of  his  coat,  he  fell  back  on  the  Wasp’s 
deck.  He  sprang  up,  and  as  the  next  swell  of  tire 
sea  brought  the  Frolic  nearer,  lie  got  on  the  bow- 
sprit, where  Lang  and  another  seaman  were  already. 
He  passed  them  on  the  forecastle,  and  was  surpris- 
ed at  seeing  not  a single  man  alive  on  the  Frolic’s 
deck,  except  the  seaman  at  the  wheel  and  three  offi- 
cers. The  deck  was  slippery  with  blood,  and  strew- 
ed with  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  As  lie  went  forward, 
the  captain  of  the  Frolic,  with  two  other  officers, 
who  were  standing  on  the  quarterdeck,  threw  down 
their  swords,  and  made  an  inclination  of  their  bo* 
dies,  denoting  that  they  had  surrendered.  At  this 
moment  the  colors  were  still  flying,  as  probably  none 
of  the  seamen  of  the  Frolic  would  dare  to  go  into 
the  rigging  for  fear  of  the  musketry  of  the  Wasp. 
Lieut.  B idyll e,  therefore,  jumped  into  the  rigging 
himself,  and  hauled  down  the  British  ensign,  and 
possession  was  taken  of  the  Frolic,  in  forty -three 
minutes  after  the  first  fire.  She  was  in  a shocking 
condition  ; the  birth-deck  particularly  was  crowded 
with  dead  and  wounded,  and  dying ; there  being 
but  a small  proportion  of  the  F rollers  crew  who  had 
escaped.  Captain  Jones  instantly  sent,  on  board  his 
surgeon’s  mate,  and  all  the  blankets  of  the  Frolic 
were  brought  from  her  slop-room,  for  the  comfort  of 
the  wounded.  To  increase  this  confusion,  both  the 
Frolic’s  masts  soon  fell,  covering  the  dead  and  every 
thing  on  deck,  and  she  lay  a complete  wreck. 

It  now  appeared  that  the  Frolic  mounted  sixteen 
thirty-two  pound  carronades,  four  twelve  pounders 
on  the  main  deck,  and  two  twelve  pound  carronades^ 
She  was,  therefore,  superior  to  tlie  Wasp,  by  exactly 

Moim  Lang  is  a native  of  New- Brunswick  in  New- 
Jcrsev.  We  mention,  with  great  pleasure,  the  name 
of  this  brave  American  seaman,  as  a proof,  that  con- 
spicuous valor  is  confined  to  no  rank  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice. 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER HEROES  OF  KING’S  MOUNTAIN.  325 


fipur  twelve  pounders.  The  number  of  men  on  ( Salem  aforesaid, about  7 years  ; that  on  the  14th  day 
board,  as  stated  by  the  officers  of  the  Frolic,  was  of  June,  1809,  I was  impressed  and  forcibly  taken 
one  hundred  and  ten— the  number  of  seamen  on  from  the  ship  Jane  of  Norfolk,  by  the  sailing-master 
board  the  Wasp  was  one  hundred  and  two  ; but  it  (his  name  was  Car)  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Porcupine, 
could  not  be  ascertained  whether  in  this  one  hun-  Robert  Elliott  commander.  I had  a protection  from 
dred  and  ten,  were  included  marines  and  officers  , | the  custom-house  in  Salem,  which  I shewed  to  capt. 
for  the  Wasp  had,  beside  her  one  hundred  and  two  Elliott;  he  swore  I was  an  Englishman,  tore  my  pro- 
men, officers  and  marines,  making  the  whole  crew  tec tion  to  pieces  before  my  eyes,  and  threw  it  over- 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five.  What  is  however  board,  and  ordered  me  to  go  to  work — 1 told  him  I 
decisive,  as  to  their  comparative  force. is,  that  the  did  not  belong’ to  his  flag’,  and  I would  do  no  work 
officers  of  the  Frolic  acknowledged  that  they  had) under  it.  He  then  ordered  my  logs  to  be  put  in 
as  many  men  as  they  knew  what  to  do  with,  and  in  j irons,  and  the  next  morning  ordered  the  master  at 


fact  the  Wasp  could  have  spared  fifteen  men.  There 
was  therefore  on  the  most  favorable  view,  at  least 
an  equality  of  men,  and  an  inequality  of  four  guns. 
The  disparity  of  loss  was  much  greater. — The  ex- 
act nutnber  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
Frolic  could  not  be  precisely  determined  ; but  from 
the  observations  of  our  officers,  and  the  declarations 
of  those  of  the  Frolic,  the  number  could  not  have 
been  less  than  about  thirty  killed,  including  two  of- 
ficers, and  of  the  wounded  between  forty  and  fifty; 
the  captain  and  second-lieutenant  being  of  the  num- 
ber. The  Wasp  had  five  men  killed  anil  five  slightly 
Wounded. 

All  hands  were  now  employed  in  clearing  the 
deck,  burying  the  dead,  and  taking  care  of  the 
Wounded,  when  captain  Jones  sent  orders  to  lieuL 
Piddle  to  proceed  to  Charleston,  or  any  southern 
port  of  the  United  States  ; and  as  there  was  a suspi- 
cious sail  to  windwai’d,  the  Wasp  would  continue 
her  cruise.  The  ships  then  parted.  The  suspicious 
sail  was  now  coming  down  very  fast.  At  first  it  was 
supposed  that  she  was  one  of  the  convoy,  who  had 
all  fled  during  the  engagement  and  the  ship  cleared 
for  action  ; but  the  enemy,  as  she  advanced,  proved 
to  be  a severity-four — the  Poictiers,  captain  Beres- 
ford.  She  fired  a shot  over  the  Frolic  ; passed  her  ; 
overtook  the  Wasp,  the  disabled  state  of  whose  rig’- 
ging  prevented  her  from  escaping ; and  then  return- 
ed to  the  Frolic,  who  could,  of  course,  make  no 
resistance.  The  Wasp  and  Frolic  were  carried  in- 
to Bermuda. 

It  is  not  the  least  praise  due  to  captain  Jones,  that 
his  account  of  this  gallant  action  is  perfectly  modest 
and  unostentatious.  On  his  own  share  in  the  cap- 
ture it  is  unnecessary  to  add  any  thing.  “ The  cou- 
rage and  exertions  of  the  officers  and  crew,”  he  ob- 
serves, “ fully  answer  mv  expectations  and  wishes. 
Lieutenant  Biddle’s  active  conduct  contributed  much 
to  our  success,  by  the  exact  attention  paid  to  every 
department  during  the  engagement,  and  the  animat- 
ing example  he  afforded  the  crew  by  his  intrepidity. 
Lieutenants  Rodgers  and  Booth  and  Mr.  Rapp,  show- 
ed by  the  incessant  fire  from  their  divisions,  that 
they  were  not  to  he  surpassed  in  resolution  or  skill. 
Mr.  Knight,  and  every  other  officer,  acted  with  a 
courage  and  promptitude  highly  honorable.  Lieut. 
Claxton,  was  confined  by  sickness,  left  his  bed  a 
little  previous  to  the  engagement ; arid  though  trio 
weak  tri  be  at  his  division,  remained  upon  deck,  and 
showed  by  his  composed  manner  of  noting  its  inci 


arms  to  take  me  on  deck  and  give  me  two  dozen 
lashes ; after  receiving  them,  he  ordered  him  to 
keep  me  in  irons,  and  give  me  one  biscuit  and  one 
pint  of  water  for  twenty -four  hours*.  After  keeping 
me  in  this  situation  one  week,  I was  brought  on 
deck,  and  asked  by  capt.  Elliott  if  I would  go  to 
my  duty — on  my  refusing,  he  ordered  me  to  strip, 
tied  me  up  a second  time,  and  gave  me  2 dozen 
more,  and  kept  me  on  the  same  allowance  another 
week — then  ordered  me  on  deck  again  arid  asked  it 
I would  go  to  work ; I still  persisted  that  I was  an 
American,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  command  my 
services,  and  I would  do  no  work  on  board  his  ship 
— He  told  me  he  would  punish  me  until  I was  wil- 
ling to  work ; and  gave  me,  the  third  two  dozen 
lashes,  ordered  a very  heavy  chain  put  round  my. 
neck,  (such  as  they  had  used  to  sling  the  lower 
yard)  fastened  to  a ring  bolt  in  the  deck,  and  that 
no  person,  except  the  master  at  arms  should  speak 
to  me,  or  give  me  any  thing  to  eat  or  drink,  but  my 
one  biscuit  and  pint  of  water  for  twenty-four  hours, 
until  I would  go  to  work.  I was  kept  in  this  situa- 
tion nine  -weeks,  when  being  exhausted  by  hunger 
and  thirst,  l was  obliged  to  yield.  After  being  on- 
board the  ship  more  than  two  years  and  a half,  and 
being  wounded  in  an  action  with  a French  frigate,  I 
was  sent  to  the  hospital — when  partially  recovered, 
I was  sent  on  board  the  Impregnable,  a 98  gun  ship. 
My  wound  growing  worse, I was  returned  to  the  hos- 
pital, when  the  American  consul  received  a copy  of 
my  protection  from  Salem,  and  procured  my  dis- 
charge on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April  last.  There 
were  seven  impressed  Americans  on  board  the  Por- 
cupine, three  of  whom  had  entered. 

ISAAC  CLARK. 

Essex , ss — December  23,  1812. 

Then  Isaac  Clurk  personally  appeared  and  made 
solemn  oatli  that  the  facts  in  the  foregoing  declara- 
tion, bv  him  made  and  subscribed,  were  true  in  all 
their  parts— Before  JOHN  PUNCHARD, 

M.  TOWNSEND, 

Justices  of  peace , and  of  the  quorum. 


The  heroes  of  King's  Mountain. 

A resolution  was  passed  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  (says  the  Raleigh  (N.  C.)  Register,)  so  long 
ago  as  the  year  1781,  awarding  elegant  swords  to 
the  officers  who  bravely  fought  and  conquered  at  the 


dents,  that- we  had  lost  by  his  illness,  the  services  of!  ^imous  battle  of  Kings  Mountain,  in  this  state; 
attfaVe  officer.”  but  the  then  executive  not  having  it  in  his  power  1o 

....  . procure  such  swords  as  were  deemed  proper  for  the 


A Common  Case. 

The  undersigned  deponent  has  returned  to  Salem. — 
His  lot  has  been  the  lot  of  thousands.  “Imi>hess- 

MESTT  MUST  CEASE.” 

I,  Isaac  Clark , of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
arid  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  on  solemn 
oath  declare,  that  I was  born  hi  the  town  of  Ran- 
dolph in  the  coupty  of  Norfolk,  have  sailed  out  of 


occasion,  the  resolution  has  lain  unattended  to  ever 
since.  At  the  late  session,  generals  Shelby  and  Se- 
vier (two  of  the  surviving  officers)  sent  on  a memo- 
rial in  relation  to  the  subject  which  produced  an 
unanimous  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  ; 

Resolved  unanimously,  by  both  houses  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be 
requested  to  procure  three  elegant  sicords,  such  as  in 
his  estimation  it  is  not  unworthy  of  North-Ckrolina 
to  bestow  on  those  who  have  distinguished  claims  ot 
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the  gratitude  of  her  citizens;  and  that  he  cause  The  receipts  into  the  treasury  from 
them  to  be  severally  presented,  in  the  name  of  the  ‘ 
state,  to  general  Isaac  Shelbx  of  Kentucky,  gene- 
ral Joux  Sevier  of  Tennessee,  and  colonel  Joseph 
Winston,  of  tliis  state,  the  three  surviving  chiefs 
of  the  gallant  band  who  fought  and  conquered  at 
King’s  Mountain  on  the  memorable  seventh  of  Octo- 
ber, 1780. 


Colonel  Joseph  Winston  being  a member  of  the 
senatp,  and  present  at  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 
rose  in  his  place,  and  expressed  himself  nearly  as 
follows  : — “Mr.  Speaker,  I am  at  a loss  for  words  to 
express  my  sense  of  the  honor  which  the  general 
assembly  has  conferred  upon  me  by  this  grateful  pre- 
sent. I trust,  that  the  sword  which  is  directed  to 
be  presented  to  me,  will  never  be  tarnished  by  cow- 
ardice; but  be  wielded  in  defence  of  my  country’s 
rights  and  independence.” 


Amount  of  Inspections 

In  the  city  rf  Baltimore,  from  1st  Jan.  to  31st  JJec.  1812. 


Wheat  flour 
Ditto 
Rve  do. 

Indian  corn  do. 

Reef 
Ditto 
Pork 
Herrings 
Mackerel 
Shad- 

Salmon  and  cod 
Domestic  liquors  29,607  casks 
Foreign  do.  2,326  do. 


537,988  bbls. 
29,423  half  bbls. 
21,099  bbls. 
6,184  casks 
5,270  bbls. 

233  half  bbls 
16,682  bbls. 
43,076  do. 

1,885  do. 

5,565  do. 

.278  do. 


increase  21,729 
do.  1,857 

decrease  1,129 
increase  2,900 

decrease  4,000 
increase  9,300 
decrease 
increase 


1,000 

170 


Ullages 

Oil 

Rutter 

Lard 


3,561  do. 

963  do. 
5,059:  kegs 
7,988  do. 


decrease 

increase 

do. 

decrease 

do. 

do. 


270 

300 

826 

290 

5,600 

400 


customs  have  been  $199,524,131  78 

Internal  revenue  6,460,003  54 

Direct  tax  1,757,240  84 

Postage  of  letters  667,348  70 

Sales  of  public  lands  6,161,283  02 

Miscellaneous  1,216,775  39 

Total  of  receipts  called  for  by  the 
resolution  of  the  house  $215,786,783  27 

And  if  to  this  be  added  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  foreign  and  do- 
mestic loans  received  either  at 
the  treasury  of  the  U.  States,  or 
by  their  commissioners  abroad 
of  39,856,620 

The  sum  total  of  receipts  to  30th 
Sept.  1812,  is  $255,643,403  27 


The 'expenditures  are  stated,  viz. 

Pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  army  38,572,575  15 

Fortifications  of  ports 
and  harbors  3,493,758  96 

Fabrication  of  can- 
non 

Purchase  of  saltpe- 
tre 

Additional  arms 

Arming  and  equip- 
ping of  the  mili- 
tia 

Detachment  of  the 
militia 

Services  of  militia 

Services  of  volun- 
teers 


263,611  54 

150.000 

300.000 


500.000 

170.000 
406,800 


210,000 


Indian  department, 
Holding  treaties, 
&c. 

T rading  houses 


822,838  68 
430,298  84 


44,066,745  65 


Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  ’the  freasuiy,  transmit- 
ting a statement  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  U. 
States  from  the  commencement  of  the  federal 
government.  until  the  30th  of  September,  1812  ; 
also,  an  account,  within  the  same  period,  of  the 
annual  expenditures  : made  in  pursuance, of  a re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
24th  of  December,  1812. 

Treasury  Department,  Jnn.  11,  1813. 
Sir — J have  the  honor  to  transmit  the . statements 
required  by  the  resolution  of  . the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  24th  of  December  last,  together  with 
an  explanatory  letter  from  the  register  of  the  trear 
sury.  ' 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obed  ent  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
The  honorable  the  speaker 

of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Treasury  Department, 

Register's  office,  Jan.  10,  1813. 
Sir--- I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a state- 
ment formed  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
24th  of  December,  1812. 

Tills  account  exhibits  an  annual  summary  of  all 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States, 
from;. the  commencement  of  the  federal  government 
Li  the  3Qth  September,  1812,  with  the  exception 
pf  the  receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  domes- 
tic and  foreign  joans,  and  of  payments  made  on  ac- 
cent of  the  revolutionary  government. 


— 1,253,137  52 

Naval  department  29,889,660  78 

Foreign  intercourse,  exclusive  of 
Barbarv  Powers  and  including 
the  sum  of  $6,361,000  paid  un- 
der the  convention  with  France, 
of  30th  of  April,  1803,  and  with 
Great  Britain,  of  8th  Jan.  1802,  10,311,145  33 

Barbarv  Powers  2,328,810  40 

Civil  list  12,686,493  36 

Miscellaneous  civil  7,566,228  17 

Total  of  expenditures  called  for  by 

the  resolution  of  the  house  $108,102,221  21 
If  to  this  be  added  the  expenditures 
in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  charges  on  the  foreign 
loans  and  principal  of  the  foreign 
and  domestic  debts  at  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  United  States,  and  by 
their  commissioners  abroad,  ot  144,862,260  67 
And  the  expenditures  on  account 
of  the  revolutionary  government, 
of  316,268  70 

The  sum  total  of  expenditures  to 
30th  Sept.  1812,  is  253,280,750  59 

Which,  with  the  balance  in  the 

treasury  on  30th  Sept.  1812,  of  2,362,652  69 


Make  the  sum  total  of  receipts  as 
before  stated  $255,643,403  27 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
\Hon.  Albert  Gallatin , secretary  of  the  treasury , 


CO"  Table  of  Expenditures  in  our  next. 
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A Statement  of  the  Annual  Revenue  of  the  United  States, 

From  the  Commencement  of  the  Federal  Government  until  the  30th  of  September,  1SJ2,  comprising  the  nett  amount  derived  from  the  Customs, 
Internal  Taxes,  Diieet  Taxes,  Sales  of  Lands,  and  all  other  sources;  also,  an  account  within  the  same  period  of  the  Annual  Expenditures,  on 
account  of  the  Army,  Indian  Department,  the  Navy,  Foreign  Intercourse,  Barbary  Powers,  Civil  List,  Miscellaneous  Civil,  formed  in  pursuance 
of  a resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  of  the  24th  December,  1812. 
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Home  Influence. 

The  belief  of  years  has  resolved  into  moral  cer- 
tainty. It  was  an  old  opinion  that  the  United  States 
could  never  become  a really  independent,  distinct  and 
separate  nation,  while  so  many  of  our  necessaries, 
conveniences  and  luxuries  were  received  from 
abroad.  Our  ablest  politicians,  knowing-  the  influ- 
ence generated  by  these  considerations,  always  pre- 
dicted what  the  declaration  of  war  against  England 
has  realized ; for.  now  it  is  evident  matter  of  fact, 
that  our  people  on  the  sea  board  must  be  weaned 
from  their  late  great  commercial  intercourse  with 
that  country,  before  they  can  possess  one  genuine 
and  generous  American  feeling.  To  the  shreds  of 
the  old  predilections  in  favor  of  Great  Britain , handed 
down  from  father  to  sail,  and  imbibed  through  a 
multitude  of  mediums,  such  as  books,  business  and 
and  all  the  circumstances  of  social  life,  is  superadded 
the  more  powerful  dispositions  of  pecuniary  interest. 
In  the  scale  of  affections,  the  love  of  self  predon- 
de rates  ; and  the  many  thousands  who  grow  rich  by 
dealing  in  foreign  goods  must  needs  be  under  foreign 
influence.  “ Where  the  treasure  is  the  heart  -will  be 
also,”  and  it  is  too  much  the  case  with  the  trading 
World  that  money  is  the  god  they  worship.  It  is  "not 
to  be  expected  that  these  narrovy  personal  feelings 
can  be  eradicated ; but  time  and  perseverance  may 
divert  thejm  to  better  objects  at  home. 

It  is  cause  of  rejoicing  that  many,  very  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars  have  latterly  been  invested  in  domes- 
tic mam/ facturing  establishments , and  to  observe  the 
current  of  wealth  still  urgingthe  erection  of  new  and 
magnificent  works.  This  mig’hty  and  increasing- 
capital  begets  a new  feeling ; for  the  “treasure” 
is  at  home.  The  influence  of  money  is  wonderful ; 
and  tlie  mind  changes  as  the  means  of  acquiring  it 
are  presented.  Hence  a powerful  home  influence  is 
spreading  itself  through  society,  and  the  people 
are  becoming  more  abstracted  from  foreign  consid- 
erations. In  the  city  of  Baltimore  are  now  sold  va- 
rious kinds  of  goods  to  the  value  of  at  least  half  a 
million  of  dollars  per  annum,  all  of  which  species, 
five  years  ago,  were  received  from  abroad and  the 
pith  and  marrow  of  the  matter  is  this,  that  the  sup- 
ply is  immensely  increasing,  because  ail  who  deal  in 
them  find  theivprofii  m doing  so 

“ Mrn  follow  money 

As  bees  follow  honey 

and  many  very  valuable  establishments  for  the  chief 
sale  of  domestic  goods  have  sprung  up  indifferent 
parts  of  tlie  city ; while  every  day  brings  to  market 
some  new  commodity. 

It  is  true  that  the  manufactures  of  the  United 
States  are  not.  yet  adequate  to  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country  ; but  hundreds  of  thousands  are 
clothed  entirely  with  home-made  apparel ; while  many 
of  our  most  important  branches  of  mechanical  in- 
dustry are  completely  supplied  with  all  their  tools 
and  apparatus  from  other  work-shops  among  us.  Our 
bountiful  country  pours  forth  its  resources  ; and  ge- 
nius applies  its  productions  to  the  wants  and  conve- 
niences of  life.*  Our  progress  in  improvement  has 

* While  writing  this  article,  I was  interrupted  by  a 
neighbor  exhibiting  two  beautiful  specimens,  of  two 
great  hills , of  red  and  yellow  ochre, within  three  miles 
of  Baltimore ; which,  by  comparison,  are  far  supe- 
rior to  any  hitherto  imported.  The  best  French 
yellow,  sold  in  our  paint  stores,  of  which  a specimen 
is  also  presented, is  not  near  so  brilliantas  the  domes- 
tic product.  These  hills  of  ochre,  are  situate  on 
tlie  navigable  wafers  of  the  Patapsco,  and  represent- 
ed as  inexhaustible. 

While  with  great  satisfaction  we  notice  the  estab- 


no  parallel ; nor  is  the  increase  of  our  population 
more  surprising  than  the  proceeds  of  our  manufac- 
tures, rising  in  all  their  varied  form  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  pursued  with  an  eye  to  profit  in  almost  every 
farm  house  in  the  Uirited  States.  Tlie  merino  breed 
of  sheep  is  spreading  with  astonishing  rapidity — 
they  are  already  numerous,  and  much  attention  is 
paid  to  improving  the  common  species.  Tlie  manu- 
facture of  all  the  coarser  kinds  of  cotton  goods,  with 
some  of  the  most  delicate  fabrics,  may  be  consider- 
ed as  fully  established.  The  Western  states  will  sup- 
ply us  with  an  abundance  of  hemp  and  hempen  manu- 
factures. The  chief  part  of  the  heavy  metallic  arti- 
cles are  now  made  amongst  us,  while  many  of  the 
lighter  kinds  are  extensively  and  profitably  furnish- 
ed. The  woolen  manufacture  keeps  pace  with  the 
rest,  and  great  investitures  are  made  in  its  various 
departments.  Ancient  prejudices  have  yielded  to 
the  impulses  of  patriotism  or  the  dictates  of  pru- 
dence, and  it  has  become  fashionable  to  use  home 
manufactures.  This  is  a most  important  point  gain- 
ed, for  we  are  creatures  of  prejudice ; and,  “like 
blind  horses  in  a mill,”  pursue  the  beaten  track 
without  a why  or  wherefore.  Six  years  ago  our  whole 
export  of  four,  beef  pork  and  provisions , generally, 
did  no  more  than  pay  for  the  foreign  liquors  we 
consumed : the  case  is  materially  altered — the  long 
despised  whiskey,  rectified,  and  improved, has  driven 
from  the  side-board  English  rum  and  French  brandy, 
or  suffers  them  to  remain  as  mere  monuments  of 
former  favor.  Our  most  dashing  bucks  are  proud  to 
boast  a ko/nespun  coat;  and  tlie  prudent  house-wife  de- 
lighted exhibits  her  newly  made  table  linen,  sheet- 
ing, carpets,  8tc.  This  is  that  pride  that  destroys 
a foreign  influence— —it  is  an  honest  pride,  and 
should  be  encouraged,  and  so  indeed  it  is — for  no 
man  is  ashamed  for  his  apparel,  though  it  be  coarse, 
if  it  is  clean  and  decent,  and  home-spun. 

Seeing-  the  importance  of  domestic  manufactures 
in  lessening  our  connection  with  the  old  world,  cor- 
rupted and  corrupting,  the  patriot  heart  leaps  with 
joy  at  the  speedy  prospect  of  “reversing  the  tables’* 
upon  it,  in  making  it  the  necessity  of  foreign  nations 
to  depend  on  us  for  those  raw  materials  and  articles 
of  food  which  it  was  our  objeetto  exchange  for  their 
productions — but  which  they  must  have , not  possess- 
ing within  themselves  the  means  to  furnish  them.-- 
Then  will  our  country  stand  on  high  ground ; and 
wealth  flow  gradually  in  from  all  quarters,  without 
subjecting  us  to  foreign  partialities  or  the  gamblings 
of  commerce.  The  trade  of  the  country  will  increase; 
but  the  anxiety  of  the  merchant  will  be, not  to  receive 
from  Europe  the  chief  articles  of  his  adventure,  but 
to  obtain  of  his  neighbors,  responsible  men  vouch- 
ing- for  their  good  qualities  and  on  whose  faith  he 

can  recommend  them  abroad,  all  that  he  wants. ■ 

This  time  is  not  far  distant — the  political  mellenium 
in  America  is  fast  approaching,  and  will  come ; 
though  like  the  croaking  raven,  a foreign  influence 
predicts  all  calamity.  The  righteous  war  for  our 
seamen  and  our  rights , grossly  violated,  is  one  of  the 
grand  means  by  which  a good  Providence  will  bring 
about  a blessed  union  of  the  people,  in  directing 
them  to  look  AT  HOME  for  all  they  desire.  Let 
the  real  American  be  of  good  cheer — we  shall  tri- 

lisbment  of  new  manufactories  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  with  singular  pleasure  we  ob- 
serve the  certificates  of  several  respectable  curriers 
in  Philadelphia,  stating,  that  they  have,  in  use,  cur- 
riers' knives  made  in  that  city,  which  are.  equal  to 
any  imported.  The  leather  manufacture  is  of.  the 
greatest  importance ; and  it  was  thought  that  we 
must  long  continue  to  import  these  indispensable 
knives — but  the  delusion  .has  past. 
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vmph  by  land  as  well  as  by  ?oa  ; but  more  than  all 
in  establishing-  a HOME  INFLUENCE  that  will 
guard  and  defend  happy  Columbia  amidst  the  “throes 
and  convulsions  of  Uic  old  world,”  when  “infuriated 
man,  though  blood  and  slaughter,  shall  seek  his  li- 
berty,” whh  horrors  unprecedented  f 

This  state  of  things  is  clearly  manifested  to  the 
view  of  England.  With  unspeakable  hatred  and 
bitterness  of  spirit,  like  Babylon  of  old,  she  sees 
the  time  “when  no  man  [in  America]  shall  buy  her 
merchandize  tiny  more” — and  herein  is  the  true  'cause 
of  that  rancour  of  party  which  is  excited  in  the 
United  States  by  her  turbulent  advocates.  We  should 
bear  with  that  patiently,  well  assured  that  her  influ- 
ence here  is  at  its  last  gasp.  It  will  not  expire  with- 
out great  scream  in  gs  and  noise  ; but  they  shall  not 
divert  us  from  our  course.  Home  manufactures,  with 
steady  perseverance,  will  destroy  the  hydra;  and 
when,  hereafter,  we  shall  calmly  view  his  deformity, 
great  will  be  our  wonder  that  we  bore  with  it  so 
long. 

The  proceeding  remarks  occurred  on  reading  the 
following  little  article  from  the  Bedford  Gazette — 
it  is  a charming  instance  of  private  industry,  which 
has  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  rivals — 
f 

Domestic  Manufactures — It  is  with  much  pleasure 
that  we  give  to  the  public,  from  a correct  source  of 
information,  the  following  account  of  articles  manu- 
factured by  Mrs.  Webster,  of  Somerset,  Penn,  since 
the  1st  of  January  last,  as  a laudable  example  of  fe- 
male industry,  and  economy. 

22  yards  of  bottle  green  and  black  cloth 
47  do.  barrel  flannel 
28  do.  8-c.  shirting  linen 

21  cotton  ticking 

22  striped  and cotton 

40  do.  cotton  and  wool  for  coverlets 
24  do.  rag  carpeting 
24  do.  wool  do. 

22  dx  blanketing 
22  do.  table  linen 
14  do.  1-4  merino,  black  cloth 
24  do.  do.  do. 

315  yards — total. 


British  love  of  “Liberty.” 

We  have  been  constantly  assailed  with  the  cry 
that  Great  Britain  is  “fighting for  the  liberty  of  the 
world,”  and  so  lost  to  honesty  are  some  amongst  us, 
as  to  pray  for  her  success,  even  against  the  United 
Stales. 

In  Spain,  they  who  resist  Bonaparte  are  « patriots ” 
—to  shake  off  his  yoke  is  the  touchstone  of  all  that 
is  amiable  and  just,  for  he  wants  to  hold  possession 
of  that  country.  If  in  this  controversy  1 could  believe 

f Without  pretending  to  a spirit  of  prophecy,  I am 
assured  that  the  “age  of  revolutions”  has  only 'began. 
The  present  system  in  Great  Britain,  with  her  paper 
credit,  must  fall— and  on  the  continent  with  the  de- 
cease of  Bonaparte , what  may  be  not  expected  ? Let 
he  that  hath  wisdom  count  the  consequences  of  these 
tilings.  They  furnish  to  the  American  the  most 
powerful  inducemeats  to  stand  by  his  country  ; and 
prepare  it,  by  an  union  of  sentiment,  to  bear  the  rudest 
shocks  that  can  assail  it  from  abroad.  We  do  not 
affect  to  court  the  number  of  years  that  will  bring 
about  these  things— but  it  is-  as  likely  that  the  em- 
peror of  the  French  will  live  forever,  as  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  £r£tai»,willsustaitt  their  existing  im- 
ppsitiof*., 


til  «t  the  Spaniards  were  acting  for  themselves*—'^ 
I could  think  that  they  were  not  aiding  and  abeting 
our  enemy,  there  is  no  man  who  would  more  heartily 
sav  “ God  speed  them,”  than  I.  But  how  it  is  that 
the  friends  of  the  British  government  make  resist- 
ance to  Bonaparte  “ patrietism,”  while  they  meta- 
morphose resistance  to  Great  Britain  into  “ rebellion  ** 
!.  cannot  tell.  For  my  own  part,  I pray  most  devout- 
ly, that  both  these  unrighteous  governments,  equal- 
ly detested  and  disgusting,  may  fall  a prey  to  the 
just  indignation  of  the  people. — But  this  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter  before  us. 

A late  English  paper  gives  a detailed  account  of 
an  intended  “ mutiny ” at  Quilon  in  the  East  Indies 
— the  facts  of  which  follow,  only  I have  put  them 
into  the  same  language  the  British  would  have  use <4 
if  the  thing  had  happened  in  Spain , Bonaparte  stands 
ing  in  the  place  of  their  own  government : 

We  learn  with  horror  a new  instance  of  the  alt 
consuming  despotism  of  the  usurpers  oflndia,  in  sa  tier 
blc  while  a drop  of  patriot  bloo  dremains  in  that  un- 
fortunate and  much  abused  country.  A short  time 
since,  for  causes  not  assigned,  they  seized  upon  & 
Hew  an  of  Travancore,  and  a man  ofhigh  considera- 
tion among  the  natives  called  Pyche  Rajah,  and? 
confined  them  closely  at  Qvilon.  Though  their  bo- 
dies were  in  bondage,  their  patHot  hearts  were  un- 
subjected; and  they  nobly  resolved  to  exact  a just 
revenge  upon  the  spoilers  of  their  country.  A native 
officer  who  was  appointed  to  guard  them,  feeling 
the  wrongs  of  his  countrymen,  entered  into  their  views 
to  sweep  off  at  a sing-le  blow  the  whole  British  force 
at  Quilon,  by  first  dispatching  the  officers  of  the 
tyrant,  and  then,  with  the  native  troops,  to  cut  in 
pieces  the  armed  banditti  of  the  usurper.  This  gal- 
lant and  glorious  design  was  most  unfortunately  de- 
layed by  the  remissness  of  one  man  whose  zeal  in  the 
noble  cause  was,  perhaps,  blunted  by  the  danger  at- 
tending its  execution  ; and  the  next  day  an  abomina- 
ble and  attrocious  Indian,  who  had  sold  all  preten- 
sions to  honor  and  love  of  country  for  a petty  office 
given  him  by  the  tyrant , overheard  and  communicat- 
ed the  plot  to  the  blood  thirsty  intruder,  who  took 
his  measures  to  defeat  it  with  the  greatest  delibera- 
tion and  cruelty.  All  the  troops  were  immediately 
ordered  under  arms,  and  the  suspected  persons 
taken  from  the  ranks,  and  placed  in  irons.  On  the 
following  morning  a number  of  base  wretches  turned- 
king’s  evidence,  and  fully  disclosed  the  plan  that  had 
been  digested  for  the  just  destruction  of  the  armed 
ruffians  ; and  a vile  priest , forgetting  what  was  due 
to  the  “ holy  altars  of  his  country,”  gave  in  the  names 
of  the  individuals  concerned  in  it.  He  implicated 
some  persons  of  considerable  consequence,  who  were" 
immediately  sent  oft’ under  a strong  guard  to  7Vr- 
chmopoly.  Tiie  next  day  the  troops  were  again  or- 
dered under  arms — three  cannon  were  advanced  in 
front  of  the  line,  about  one  hundred  paces  from  the* 
centre,  also  a gun  qn  each  flank,  at  the  same  dis- 
tance. Two  of  the  guns  in  the  centre  were  loaded' 
with  powder,  the  others  with  grape  shot  to  play* 
upon  the  remaining  patriots  if  any  there  were,  who 
might  resist  the  contemplated  measures.  Two  per- 
sons, one  of  whom  was  the  Rajah  abovementioned, 
were  brought  forth,  and  “without  any  ceremony” — 
without  even  the  farce  of  a trial,  lashed  each  to'  the 
muzzle  of  a gun.  After  an  awful  pause,  the  words* 
“ ready,  fire,”  were  given — and  they  were  blown  to 
atoms.  The  bloody  villains  had  the  bmlal  insensi- 
bility to  march  the  whole-  line  round  the  remaining 
shreds  of  the  bodies  of  the  basely  murdered  patriots „ 
In  this  account,  which  is  substantially  the  same  as 
related  by  a British  officer  at  Quilon  in  his  report  of 
t he  affair,  we  have,  for  mere  example  sake,  used  the 
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terms  “usurper,  tyrant,  intruder,  armed ruffians,  pa- 1 
iriots &c.  &c.  us  a “magnanimous”  Englishman j 
would  use  them,  if  this  event  had  happened  in  Spain; 
leaving- the  reader  to  determine  if  the  difference  of 
countries  can  change  the  nature  of  the  facts. — 
“British  religion ” n India , hereafter 


<§|Wttt2  0f  t()C  g&fYUb 

MILITARY. 

We  may  look  for  important  news  from  the  west — 
Our  letters  say  that  general  Harrison  has  left  Chili- 
cotke , with  the  determination  of  immediately  ac- 
complishing the  original  object  of  his  expedition, 
to  wit — the  re -occupation  of  the  Michigan  territory, 
4'ith  the  subjugation  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  Upper 
Canada. 

Col.  Barnes  of  New-York,  at  that  time  command- 
ing a regiment  of  militia,  has  entered  as  a private  in 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  at  Elizabeth  town, 
in  that  state.  The  Hudson  paper  (ihe  Bee)  gives  us 
the  most  favorable  account  of  the  recruiting  service 
in  that  city.  Indeed,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope, 
that  if  the  present  energetic  measures  are  pursued, 
and  we  trust  they  will  be  greatly  invigorated  by  the 
change  in  the  war  department,  the  whole  number  of 
men  required  will  be  obtained  in  due  season. 

The  Spanish  force  in  St.  Augustine  is  said  to 
consist  of  400  white  and  500  black  troops.  An  at- 
tack upon  it  is  anticipated. 

The  Vermont  Republican  states  that  a quantity  of 
verdigrease  undissolved,  was  discovered  in  one  of 
the  casks  of  spirits  from  which  the  rations  of  the 
soldiers  were  supplied.  The  enemies  "within  are  far 
more  dangerous  than  the  enemies  without. 

Recruiting  instructions. — By  orders  from  the 
adjutant-general,  issued  at  Washington  city,  on  the 
I5th  inst.  it  appears  that  a greatly  increased  atten- 
tion is  to  be  paid  to  the  recruiting  service.  The 
several  states  and  territories  are  to  be  cast  off  into 
one  or  more  districts,  as  has  appeared  convenient, 
each  being  under  the  care  of  a held  officer.  Plain 
and  simple  rules  are  prescribed  by  which  clothing, 
money,  &c.  may  be  obtained,  as  need  requires  ; and 
by  “checks  and  balances”  prodigality  and  careless- 
ness are  alike  guarded  against.  No  objection  is  to 
be  made  to  a recruit* for  a want  of  size,  provided  he 
be  strong,  active  and  well  made  and  healthy. 

The  gallant  and  much  lamented  capt.  Pierce,  who 
was  killed  in  col.  Campbell’s  affair  with  the  Indians, 
after  he  fell,  exclaimed  “do  not  let  them  scalp  me  !” 
These  were  his  last  words — his  brave  comrades  ral- 
lied round  his  body,  and  preserved  it  from  the  last 
indignity  of  the  British  ally. 

The  savages  begin  to  sec  the  futility  of  British 
promises,  and  to  become  sensible  that  their  very 
existence  depends  on  the  mere  will  of  the  western 
people.  They  are  thinking  seriously  of  peace.  All 
of  the  Delaware  Indians  were  to  have  been  at  Green- 
ville about  the  first  of  the  year,  on  this  business. 

A memorial  was  presented  at  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  a law 
may  be  passed  to  furnish  at  the  expence  of  the  stfcte, 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  with  arms  and  equip- 
ments of  a similar  kind,  and  to  pay  the  men  one  dol- 
lar a (lay  during  the  time  they  perform  military  du- 
ty, for  not  less  than  six  or  eight  whole  days  in  each 
year ; such,  militia  men  only  to  be  given  arms  as  pro- 
vide a uniform  for  themselves.  It  also  prays  for  an 
annual  tax  on  all  who  are  not  constitutionally  ex- 
empted from  military  duty.  This  memorial  was 
committed  and  reports  are  expected  on  it  at  the  en- 
siling session. 


According  to  the  London  accounts,  we  lost  1500 
men  at  the  battle  of  Queensten  ! 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Governor  Snyder  to  The 
Secretary  of  War. ' 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  10,  1812. 
Sir— I enclose  you  a copy  of  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, passed  this  day — by  which  you  will  perceive 
that  it  is  enjoined  on  me  to  enquire  whether  the 
government  of  the  United  States  have  made  any  pro- 
vision to  supply  the  different  descriptions  of  militia 
from  this  state,  with  blanket?, watchcoats,  and  other 
articles  of  clothing  which  their  condition  and  the 
climate  may  necessarily  ye  quire.  As  information  on 
this  subject  may  materially  affect  the  interest  and 
comfort  of  those  militia  in  service,  I have  to  request 
as  early  attention  to  the  subject  as  your  various  and 
arduous  duties  will  permit. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

The  Secretary  of  War. 

Copy  of  a letter  fron  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Governor  Snyder. 

War  Department,  Dec.  16,  1812. 
Sin— I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  ex- 
cellency’s letter  of  the  10th  instant,  and  to  inform 
your  excellency  that  the  militia  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  are  paid  according  to 
the  provision  of  the  act  of  January  2,  1795,  which 
establishes  a monthly  compensation  for  “bounty, 
clothing  and  pay 

By  the  act  of  February  6th,  1812,  authorising  th« 
president  to  accept  volunteers,  it  itprovided  in  lieu 
of  clothing  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates shall  be  entitled  to  a sum  of  money  equal  to 
the  cost  of  clothing  for  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  advances  have  been  made  accordingly. 

To  meet  emergencies,  ten  thousand  blankets,  five 
thousand  woolen  jackets,  five  thousand  pairs  of 
woolen  pantaloons,  twenty  thousand  pairs  of  wool- 
en stockings  and  sacks,  and  twenty  thousand  pairs 
of  shoes,  with  watch  coats  for  centineis,have  been  or  - 
dered to  the  army  on  the  north  western  frontier  un- 
der geberal  Harrison,  to  be  delivered  to  the  volun- 
teers and  militia,  who  may  stand. in  need  of  cloth- 
ing, and  which  will  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
those  who  receive  them  : what  portion  of  this  cloth- 
ing may  be  issued  to  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania, 
serving  with  that  army,  cannot  be  ascertained.  No 
other  provisions  for  clothing  the  militia  and  volun- 
teers have  been  my.de  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  ybur 
excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

W.  EUSTIS. 

His  excellency,  Simon  Snyder. 

govemior  of  Pennsylvania. 

Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington  city,  December  14,  1812. 

Sin, — I am  instructed  by  the  secretary  of  war  to 
convey  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  officers  and 
and  soldiers  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  who 
are  prisoners  of  war,  the  high  sense  which  the  pre- 
sident entertains  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct, 
by  which  you  and  they  have  been  distinguished. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  II.  CUSHING,  Adj.  Gen. 

Lieut,  col.  James  Miller. 

Adjutant-Gfnerax’s  Office, 

Washington  city,  18 th  Jan.  1813. 

General  orders. — The  following  officers  of  the 
army  and  militia  of  the  United  States, .made  prison- 
ers of  >var  at  Detroit,  Queenstown  and  elsewhere, 
haye  been  duly  exchanged  for  the  officers,  non-com- 
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missioned  officers,  drummers  and  privates,  taken  on 
hoard  lus  Britannic  majesty’s  transport  Samuel  and 
Sarah,  on  the  11th  day  of  July,  1812,  viz  : brigadier 
general  William  Hull;  colonels  Duncan,  M'Arthur, 
James  Findley,  and  Lewis  Cass ; lieutenant  colonels 
James  Miller,  John  R.  Fenwick,  Winfield  Scott  and 
John  Christie ; m jor  James  Taylor ; captains  Na- 
than Ileal d,  John  Whistler,  Henry  B.  Brevoort,  Jo- 
siali  Sm  iling,  Robert  Lucas,  Abraham  F.  Hull,  Peter 
Ogilvie,  William  King,  Joel  Cook  and  Return  B. 
Brown  ; first  lieutenant  Charles  Larrabee, ; second 
lieutenants  James  Dalliba  and  Daniel  Ilugunin  : And 
each  and  all  of  tiie  aforesaid  officers  are  hereby  de- 
clared-exchanged,  and  as  free  to  act  against  the  unit- 
ed kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  de- 
pendencies thereof,  as  if  they  had  never  been  cap- 
tured. 

By  order  of  the  secretary  of  war, 

T.  II.  CUSHING,  Adj.  General 

Head-quarters,  n.  w.  Aimr, 

Franklinton,  January  2,  1813. 

General  orders — The  commanding  general  has 
received  from  Lent.  col.  Campbell  the  official  report 
of  his  late  expedition  against  the  Massassineway 
villages.  The  conduct  of  the  col.  and  his  gallant 
detachment  has  been  in  every  respect  such  as  the  ge- 
neral had  anticipated.  They  have  deserved  well  of 
their  country,  and  have  shed  a lustre  on  the  North- 
western army.  In  no  part  of  their  duty  have  they 
failed.  The  officers  vied  with  each  other  in  setting 
a proper  example  to  their  men,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  men  was  marked  throughout  by  cheerfulness, ala- 
crity and  obedience  upon  the  march  ; and  invincible 
bravery  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  The  detach- 
ment appears  to  have  been  worthy  of  their  comman- 
der, and  their  commander  worthy  of  them.  Nothing 
c n evince  more  clearly  the  merits  of  It.  col.Camp1  el , 
than  the  confidence  and  attachment  manifested  for 
him  by  his  command  ; an  attachment,  not  produced 
by  any  improper  indulgence  or  weak  compliances, 
but  established  upon  the  solid  basis  of  a zealous 
and  punctual  discharge  of  his  own  duty,  and  a mild, 
humane  but  determined  exaction  of  obedience  from 
bis  subordinates.  Troops  thus  disposed,  and  thus 
commanded,  will  be  always  invincible.  Lieut,  col. 
Campbell’s  official  account  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
secretary  of  war ; it  will  be  published  to  the  world, 
and  the  simple  narrative  of  their  actions  will  form  the 
best  eulogium  upon  the  conduct  of  the  troops.  The 
general  requests  lieut.  col.Campbell,  lieut.  col.  Sime- 
rail,  major  Ball,  and  all  the  other  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  to  accept  his  warm- 
est thanks  for  their  good  conduct.  The  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  who  were 
fortunate  enough  to  have  an  opportunity  of  distin- 
guishing themselves  by  their  valor  or  good  conduct 
are  as  follows  : 

Kentucky  Dragoons. — Lieut,  col.  Simerall  ; major 
MHJowell;  capts .Trotter,  (slightly  wounded)  Smith, 
Johnson  ; 1st.  lieuts.  Hobson,  Payne  ; 2d  lieut.  Trot- 
ter ; comd.  Dishjnan ; serj.  maj.  Montgomery ; cor- 
poral Riddle ; trumpeter  Willman. 

J\Iaj or  Ball’s  squadron,  consisting  of  2d  regt.  U.  S. 
light  dragoons „ 12  months.  U.  S.  V.  dragoons. — Major 
Ball ; capts.  Hopkins,  Garrard,  Markle,  McClelland 
(acting  as  2d  lieut.  to  capt.  Hopkins)  ; 1st  lieuts. 
Hedges  (slightly  wounded)  Basey ; adj’ts.  Fuller- 
ton and  Warrens;  2d  lieut.  Hickman;  cornet  and 
quarter-masters  M‘Clanaha,  Lee,  Grear  (wounded) 
Herod;  serj.  maj.  Edwards;  quarter-master’s  serj, 
Hawkins. 

Pittsburg  Blues,  f 12  months’  U.  jS.  infantry.  J 
Capt.  Butler. 


Nineteenth  regt.  IT.  S.  infantry. — 1st  lieut.  G Wynne ; 
ensign  Harrison  ; quai ter-master’s  serj.  Levitt. 

Spies  and  Guides. — Capt.  Patterson  Bain,  James 
Audrain,  William  Conner,  Silas  McCulloch,  James 
Thompson,  James  Nuggs,  Joseph  G.  M'Clelland, 
John  Ruland. 

Capt.  Hite,  extra  adj’t. ; capt.  Luce  (volunteer) 
doctor  Moore  ; Thomas  Moore  ; P.  Secretary ; Mr. 
Baylor  ; Robert  Mitchell,  waggoner. 

The  character  of  this  gallant  detachment  exhibit- 
ing, as  it  did,  perseverance,  patience,  fortitude  and. 
bravery,  would,  however,  have  been  complete,  if,  it. 
the  midst  of  victory,  they  had  forgotten  the  feelings 
of  humanity.  It  is  with  the  since  rest  pleasure,  that 
the  general  lias  heard,  that  the  most  punctual  obe- 
dience was  paid  to  his  orders  ; not  only  in  saving 
the  women  and  children,  but  in  sparing  all  the  war- 
riors who  ceased  to  resist ; and  th  t <.ven,  when  vi- 
gorously attacked  by  the  enemy,  the  claims  of  mer- 
cy prevailed  over  every  sense  of  their  own  danger ; 
and  this  heroic  band  respected  the  lives  of  their  pri- 
soners. The  general  believes  that  humanity  and  true 
bravery  are  inseparable.  The  rigid  rules  of  war  may 
sometimes,  indeed,  make  a severe  retaliation  neces- 
sary ; but  the  advantages  which  attend  a frequent 
recurrence  to  it,  arc  very  uncertain,  and  are  not  to 
be  compared  with  the  blessings  which  providence 
cannot  fail  to  shed  upon  the  efforts  of  the  soldier, 
who  is  “in.  battle  a lion,  but,  the  battle  once  ended, 
in  mercy  a lamb.”  Let  an  account  qf  the  murdered 
innocence  be  opened  m the  records  of  Heaven  against 
our  enemies  alone  ; the  American  soldier  will  follow 
the  example  of  his  government,  and  neither  the 
sword  of  the  one  will  be  raised  against  the  helpless 
or  the  fallen,  nor  the  gold  of  the  other  paid  for  the 
scalp  of  a massacred  enemy. 

The  general  cannot  pass  by  the  opportunity  that 
is  afforded  him,  by  bestowing  deserved  commenda- 
tion upon  a detachment  of  his  army,  without  recur- 
ring to  the  merits  of  the  other  corps.  They  have 
not  had,  as  yet,  their  wishes  gratified  in  meeting 
the  enemy ; but  they  have,  nevertheless,  perform- 
ed hard  service  under  great  deprivations.  The  Ohio 
brigades  arc  exerting  themselves  with  vigor  and 
effect  in  perfecting  tneir  discipline  and  performing 
some  works  requiring  great  labor.  Those  from  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania  aie  vieing  with  each  other  in 
the  path  of  duty  and  discipline,  to  a degree  rarely 
equalled  and  never  excelled.  8ince  their  arrival  at 
Sandusky,  a proper  sense  of  subordination  every 
where  prevails,  and  the  infamous  principle,  that  the 
claims  of  patriotism  would  be  satisfied  by  march- 
ing to  the  lines  and  looking  at  the  enemy,  is  so  com- 
pletely exploded,  that  the  general  believes  his  au- 
thority would  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  protect  from 
the  vengeance  of  the  soldiery  the  wretch  who  should 
have  the  temerity  to  insult  them  by  suggesting  it. — 
The  general  is  happy  in  believing  that  his  own  Ken- 
tuckians are  not  behind  the  other  corps  of  the  army 
m the  race  of  patriotism  and  duty.  He  has  heard 
with  a satisfaction  that  he  cannot  find  words  to  ex- 
press,  that  the  brigade  with  which  he  first  took  the 
field,  and  whose  discipline  has  been  confirmed  and 
extended  under  the  immediate  direction  of  his  wor- 
thy second,  general  Winchester,  have  borne  with  for- 
titude  and  cheerfulness  an  unexampled  privation  of 
a principle  article  of  the  ration.  The  general  re- 
cords the  circumstances  for  the  edification  and  ex- 
ample of  the  rest  of  the  army.  Calculating  upon 
the  arrival  of  flour  by  the  Auglaize  and  St.  Mary’s 
rivers,  upon  which  a large  quantity  had  been  em- 
barked under  appearances  indicating  a most  favora- 
ble termination  of  the  voyage,  no  means  were  used, 
to  forward  any  by  land ; but  by  a very  sudden  and 
unexpected  freezing  of  the  rivers,  the  boats  were 
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attested  in  progress,  and  the  troops  of  Fort  Win- 
chester, consisting  of  a detachment  of  regulars  un- 
der col.  Wells  ; Scott’s,  Lewis’s  and  Allen’s  regi- 
ments of  Kentucky  infantry,  subsisted  for  ten  days 
upon  indifferent  salt  bee£  without  an  ounce  of  flour. 
In  this  time  not  a murmur  was  heard,  and  the  sen- 
timent which  every  where  prevailed  was,  that  of 
continuing  to  serve  as  long  as  their  services  were 
wanted.  What  may  not  be  expected  from  such 
troops,  when  the  only  difficulties  of  the  campaign 
are  once  overcome,  and  they  are  brought  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  enemy  ? 

(Copy)  L.  HUKILL, 

Assistant  deputy  adft,  gen. 
A report  of  the  number  rendered  unfit  for  duty  by 
being  frost  bitten,  as  appears  from  the  reports  on 
the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  viz. 


In  major  Ball’s  squadron,  107 

Colonel  Semrall’s  regiment,  138 

Infantry  and  riflemen,  58 

Total,  303 


JOHN  PAYNE,  first  lieutenant, 

Kentucky  V.  L.  I).  mul  adft.  to  detachment. 

An  Z UTA  NT-G  EX  Ell  At/  S OFFIC  E, 

fie  ad- Quarters,  Quebec , 1 7th  Dec.  1812. 

Oexeual  oiidetl. — His  excellency  the  commander 
of  the  forces,  has  great  pleasure  in  announcing  to 
the  troops  under  his  command,  that' he  has  received 
a report  from  major-general  Sheaffe,  communicating 
the  detail  of  a partial  action  with  the  main  body  of 
the  enemy’s  army,  under  the  command  of  brigadier- 
general  Smyth,  on  the  28th  of  November,  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  between  Chippawa  and  fort  Erie, 
which  terminated  with  distinguished  honor,  to  a ve- 
ry small  division  of  the  British  army  under  lieiit.  col. 
Bishop,  who  in  a most  spirited  and  gallant  manner, 
defeated  and  repulsed  an  invading  enemy,  so  vain 
glorious  in  the  great  superiority  of  his  force,  that 
he  had  with  an  ostentatious  pretence  of  humanity, 
proposed  the  surrender  of  Erie,  to  avoid  an  useless 
effusion  of  British  blood,  and  which  was  instantly 
rejected  b}r  lieut.  col.  Bishop,  with  the  contempt  it 
merited. 

The  enemy  was  gallantly  opposed  in  landing,  at 
2 o’clock  in  the  morning,  by  the  parties  under  lieut. 
King,  of  the  royal, artillery,  and  lieutenants  Bartley 
and  Lamont,  commanding  detachments  of  30  and 
35  men  each,  of  the  49th  regiment  ; lieut.  Bartley 
prevented  for  a considerable  time,  the  landing  of  a 
force  more  than  ten  times  his  number,  and  did  not 
relinquish  the  contest,  until  his  party,  reduced  to 
17  effective  men,  was  threatened  bv  a strong  detach- 
ment of  the  enemy,  who  had  landed  on  his  flank. — 
lie  made  good  his  retreat,  and  joined  major  Orms- 
bv.  Lieuts.  King  and  Lamont  resisted  with  spirit 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  until  both  those  officers 
being  severely  wounded,  and  a number  of  their  men 
killed  and  wounded,  they  were  under  the  necessity 
of  giving  way  to  an  overwhelming  force  ; the  wound- 
ed officers  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  Major-gene- 
ral Sheaffe  expresses  in  the  strongest  terms,  his  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  celerity  and  decision  evinced 
by  lieut.  col.  Bishop,  who  moved  with  reinforcements 
from  Chippawa,  and  met  major  Ormsby,  who  had 
marched  with  the  detachment  of  the  49th  regiment 
from  fort  Erie,  and  also  detachments  of  the  41st  re- 
giment, and  of  militia,  under  lieut.  col.  Clark  and 
major  Hatt.  At  day-break  this  force  advanced  to 
meet  the  enemy,  and  made  prisoner  a captain  and  38 
men  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  and  recovered  the  guns 
which  had  fallen  into  their  hands,  and  remounted 
them  on  the  batteries.  This  force  formed  to  receive 
the  threatened  attack,  but  the  enemy  being  much 


galled  by  the  musketry,  and  suffering  considerably 
from  a six  pounder,  most  ably  served  by  bombardier 
Jackson  of  the  royal  artillery,  turned  their  boats  to 
their  own  shore,  after  a vain  display,  for  several 
hours,  of  their  numerous  armament.  From  the  num- 
bers left  on  the  field,  and  the  boats  that  were  sunk, 
the  enemy’s  loss  must  have  been  very  great. 

A heavy  cannonade  was  kept  up  from  all  the  ene- 
my’s batteries  during  the  day,  but  with  little  effect. 

His  excellency  cannot  express  in  sufficiently  strong 
terms  his  approbation  of  the  steady  discipline,  and 
intrepid  firmness,  displayed  by  the  troops  on  this 
occasion,  who,  undaunted  by  the  superior  force  of 
the  enemy  in  numbers,  have  evinced  a brilliant  and 
glorious  example  of  the  pre-eminence  of  the  British 
discipline.  Major-general  Sheaffe  reports  the  assist- 
ance rendered  by  major  Ormsby  ancl  the  officers  of 
the  49th  regiment,  and  the  light  infantry  company  of 
the  royal  New-Foundland  regiment,  under  captain 
Whelan,  and  of  the  militia,  under  lieut.  col.  Clark 
and  major  Hatt,  and  capt.  Kirby,  of  the  artillery, 
and  of  the  Indian  warriors,  under  major  Givens,  aS 
having  been  gallantly  and  judiciously  displayed,  re- 
flecting the  highest  honor  on  every  individual  en- 
gaged. 

EDWARD  BAYNES, 
Adjutant-general,  North- America, 

NATAL. 

Loud  complaints  are  made  by  our  seamen  carried 
into  Bermuda.  Indeed  they  appear  to  be  treated  in  a 
villainous  manner.  The  prison  ship  is  a vessel  of 
about  70  tons,  and  at  sun-set  they  are  all  rammed 
below,  and  locked  up  till  sun-rise  the  next  day. — 
They  are  allowed  6 oz.  fresh  bread,  half  a piyt  of 
rice  and  6 oz.  salt  meat  (bones  included)  per  day. 
Those  that  return  will  have  double  rations  of  ven- 
geance. 

Our  squadron,  that  is.  the  Poictiers  and  company, 
who  have  so  iong  blockaded  the  Chesapeake,  have, 
removed  to  New- York,  where  they  have  captured 
several  coasters.  Another  account  says  that  this  i& 
admiral  Warren’s  squadron,  consisting  of  the  St. 
Domingo  and  Dragon  of  74  guns,  the  Statiraof  38, 
and  the  Sophie  ahd  Colibri  brigs  of  18  guns  each. 

In  the  evening  of  the  26th  Nov.  the  privateer  Alex- 
ander of  Salem,  of  16  guns,  had  a furious  engage- 
ment with  a very  large  British  ship  of  18  guns,  ap- 
parently well  supplied  with  men.At  about  10  o’clock, 
it  is  supposed  the  ship  struck  her  colors ; but  a 
squall  came  on  shortly  after  in  which  it  is  thought 
she  perished,  having  been  much  damaged  by  the 
Alexander’s  fire. 

The  account  of  the  shipwreck  of  the  British  fri- 
gate Southampton , and  the  late  United  States  brig 
Vixen,  is  confirmed,  but  particulars  are  yet  want- 
ing. 

The  French  ship  Tamerlane,  from  Bordeaux  foi* 
Baltimore,  was  chased  on  shore  on  the  Middle 
Ground  on  Tuesday  night  by  the  British  sloop  of  war 
Tartarus,  who  also  grounded,  but' throwing  all  but 
4 of  her  guns  over,  got  off.  She  took  possession  of 
the  French  ship  ; took  the  crew  out,  and  left  her  in 
charge  of  a crew  from  their  ship ; they  also  took  a 
Hampton  pilot-boat,  and  put  on  board  a quantity  of 
dry  goods,  brandy  and  wine,  taken  out  of  the  ship, 
manned  her  and  ordered  her  out  to  the  other  ships, 
but  the  Englishmen  having  all  got  drunk,  the  Skip- 
per of  the  boat  took  the  helm,  and  carried  her  into 
Norfolk. 

The  London  papers  state  the  Frolic  was  taken  by 
an  American  frigate  ; and  that  she  would  have  cap-i 
tured  the  enemy,  if,  some  how  or  another,  she  had 
not  been  “unfortunately  dismasted”  before  the  frag 
i began  / Worse  and  -worse. 
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Management.— In  Steel’s  British  navy  list  for  Oct. 
1812,  which  is  presumed  to  give  an  exact  account 
of  all  that  concerns  that  establishment,  the  memor- 
able destruction  of  the  Guerriere  is  not  mentioned, 
though  her  name  is  struck  out  of  the  alphabetical 
list  of  vessels.  The  Alert  is  duly  noticed  to  have 
been  taken  by  the  Essex  of  thirty-t-wo  guns,  and  a 
memorandum  is  made  of  all  the  gallant  exploits  of 
the  British  squadron  at  Halifax,  even  to  notice  the 
capture  of  an  American  privateer  of  one  swivel  and 
28  men !— But  the  Guerriere , the  proud  Guerriere >, 
one  of  the  “finest  ships  in  the  navy,”  has  vanished. 

The  British  papers  speak  of  many  manifestations 
by  the  French , of  their  design  of  sending  their  squa 
dronsto  sea. 

Paul  Hamilton,  Esq.  late  secretary  of  the  navy, 
in  an  explanatory  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  National 
Intelligencer , touching  the  manner  in  which  his  re- 
signation was  announced,  says — 

“With  respect  to  the  fact  of  my  having  contem- 
plated retiring  from  tlie  office  of  secretary  of  the 
navy,  I had  determined  with  the  return  of  peace, 
(if  occurring  within  my  official  term)  to  claim  the 
privilege  of  retirement ; but,  as  things  have  taken 
a different  course,  I have  the  consolation  to  know 
that  still  I am  willing  and  able  to  shoulder  my  mus- 
ket in  defence  of  my  country,  in  a war  which  I con- 
scientiously believe' to  be  both  necessary  and  just; 
and  which  shall  have,  in  its  support,  my  best  per- 
sonal exertions.” 

Account  of  ammunition  expended  by  the  Constitu- 
tion frigate  in  the  action  with  the  Guerriere  frigate, 
which  lasted  25  minutes. 

300  241b.  shot;  230  32  lb.  shot;  10  18  lb.  shot; 
140  32  lb.  grape ; 120  24  lb.  grape  ; 40  24  lb.  can- 
nister ; 60  32  lb.  cannister ; 40  24  lb.  double  head- 
ed ; 2376  lbs.  gun-powder.  N at.  Ad 

London,  Nov.  29. — We  understand  that  10  sail  of 
the  line,  15  frigates  and  20  large  gun  brigs,  are  to 
be  fitted  for  the  American  station  directly.  Le  Rhin 
44,  now- in  Plymouth  Sound,  is  one  of  the  frigates. 
The  admiralty  have  adopted  the  regulation  of  in- 
creasing the  crews  of  the  44  gun  frigates  with  40 
additional  hands,  the  32  gun  frigates  with  30  addi- 
tional hands,  and  the  gun  brigs  in  proportion,  to 
meet  on  equal  terms  the  large  American  frigates. 

'I he  Guerriere.— The.  following  is  given  in  a late 
London  paper  as  capt.  J)acres%  address  to  the  pre- 
sident and  members  of  the  court  martial  lately 
held  at  Halifax,  to  examine  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  surrender  of  his  ship,  &c.  If  his  bravadoes , 
previous  to  the  capture,  were  contemptible,  his 
after  boastings  and  pitiful  excuses  are  really  de- 
grading. He  tells  us  that  his  force  was  “consi- 
iuuiablt  -weakened  by  permitting  the  Americans  be- 
longing to  the  ship , to  quit  their  quarters.”  What 
business  had  the  puppy  with  them  ? What  an  ac- 
knowledgment is  this  ! If  he  is  to  be  believed,  a 
“ considerable ” part  of  his  crew  Was  composed  of 
Impressed  Americans  : for,  if  they  had  entered,  he 
would  not  have  exercised  this  great  forbearance. 
He  knew  them  to  be  impressed  Americans,  and  yet 
retained  them  ! — The  impudence  of  the  ci*eature 
has  no  parallel.  He  also  insinuates  that  his  defeat 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  “British  seamen”  on 
board  the  Constitution.  If  the  facts  were  ascer- 
tained, we  venture  to  say,  that  ten  such  were  not 
in  that  ship.  He  is  also  desirous  of  again  meeting 
the  Constitution  in  a Vessel  of  the  same  force  as 
the  Guerriere.  With  all  our  heart  and  soul,  we 
desire  that  he,  or  the  most  redoubtable  officer  in 
the  British  navy,  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  any  of  our  vessels,  man  for  man  and  gun 
for  gun.  This  fellow  is  a type  of  the  British  com- 
manders, else  we  should  not  have  noticed  his  mi- 


serable sayings  : for  they  are  so  puffed  up  with 
pride,  with  long  reigning  uncontroled,  that  even 
the  best  of  thrashings  cannot  immediately  hum- 
ble them. 

“Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Court, 

“Bv  my  letter  to  admiral  Sawyer,  and  the  narra- 
tive of  the  principal  officers,  I trust  you  will  be  satis- 
fied that  every  exertion  was  used  in  defending  the 
ship,  as  long  as  there  was  the  smallest  prospect  of 
the  resistance  being  of  any  use.  In  my  letter  where 
I mention  the  boarders  being  called,  it  was  my  inten- 
tion, after  having  driven  back  the  enemy,  to  have 
boarded  in  return ; and  in  consequence  I ordered 
down  the  first  lieutenant  on  the  main  deck  to  send 
every  body  up  from  the  guns  ; but  finding  his  deck 
filled  with  men,  and  every  preparation  to  receive  us, 
it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  for  us  to  suc- 
ceed. I ordered  the  men  down  to  their  quarters, 
and  desired  Mr.  Kent  to  direct  part  of  his  attention 
to  the  main  deck,  the  lieutenant  being  killed.  The 
main-mast  fell  without  being  struck  by  a single  shot, 
the  heart  of  the  mast  being  decayed,  and  it  was  car- 
ried away  solely  by  the  weight  of  the  fore -mast ; and 
though  every  thing  was  done,  we  could  not  succeed 
in  getting  the  ship  under  command ; and  on  the  ene- 
my wearing  round  to  rake  us,  without  our  being  able 
to  make  any  resistance,  and  after  having  used  every 
exertion,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  I found  myself 
obliged  to  order  the  colors  to  be  struck  ; which  no- 
thing but  the  unmanagable  state  of  the  ship  (she 
laying  a perfect  wreck)  could  ever  have  induced 
me  to  do,  conceiving  it  was  my  duty  not  to  sacrifice 
uselessly,  the  lives  of  the  men,  without  any  prospect 
of  success,  or  of  benefit  to  their  country. 

“On  the  larboard  side,  about  30  shot  had  taken  ef- 
fect, about  5 sheets  of  copper  down,  and  the  mizen- 
mast  had  knocked  a large  hole  under  our  starboard 
counter,  and  she  was  so  completely  shattered,  that 
the  enemy  found  it  was  impossible  to  refit  her  suffi- 
ciently to  attempt  carrying  her  into  port,  and  they 
set  fire  to  her  as  soon  as  they  got  the  wounded  out. 
What  considerably  weakened  my  quarters,  was  per- 
mitting the  Americans  belongingto  the  ship  to  quit 
their  quarters  on  the  enemy  hoisting  the  colors  of 
that  nation,  which,  though  it  deprived  me  of  the 
men,  I thought  it  was  my  duty. 

“I  felt  much  shocked,  when  on  board  the  Consti- 
tution, to  find  a large  portion  of  his  ship’s  company 
British  seamen,  and  many  of  whom  I recognised  as 
having  been  foremost  in  the  attempt  to  board. 

“Notwithstanding*  the  unlucky  issue  of  the  affair, 
sucli  confidence  have  I in  the  exertions  of  the  officers 
and  men  who  belonged  to  the  Guerriere,  and  I am 
so  aware  that  the  success  of  my  opponent  was  owing 
to  fortune,  that  it  is  my  earnest  wish,  and  would  be 
the  happiest  period  of  my  life,  to  be  once  more  op- 
posed to  the  Constitution,  with  them  under  my  com- 
mand, in  a frigate  of  a similar  force  to  the  Guer- 
riere. 

“I  cannot  help  noticing  that  the  attachment  of  the 
ship’s  company  in  general  to  the  service  of  their  king 
and  country  reflects  on  them  the  highest  credit ; for 
though  every  art  was  used  to  encourage  them  to  de- 
sert, and  to  inveigle  them  into  the  American  .service, 
by  high  bounties  and  great  promises  by  the  Azneri- 
can  officers,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  declara- 
tion to  me,  that  they  did  not  wish  such  a thing  ; only 
eight  Englishmen  have  remained  behind,  two  only 
of  which  number  have  volunteered  their  sendees. 

“Leaving  the  character  of  my  officers  and  ship’s 
company,  as  well  as  my  own,  to  the  decision  of  this 
honorable  court,  the  justice  of  whose  sentence  no 
person  can  presume  to  question,  I close  my  narra- 
tive, craving-  Indulgence  forJhaving  taken  in  so  much, 
'of  their  time,” 
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American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FIIOM  PAGE  302. 


“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission,  spreads!” 

British  Naval  Register. 

315.  Brig  Recovery,  from  Quebec  for  Jamaica, 
with  a cargo  of  fish,  staves,  &.c.  sent  into  Boston,  by 
the  U.  S.  brig  Argus. 

316.  Brig  Lucy  ami  Alida,  a very  valuable  prize 
to  the  Revenge  of  Norfolk,  and  sent  into  that  port. 
The  brig  was*  first  taken  by  the  General  Armstrong, 
of  New- York,  retaken  by  the  British  letter  of  marque 
ship  Brenton  of  Liverpool,  and  then  fallen  in  wit!)  by 
the  Revenge  by  whom  she  was  sent  into  port.  She 
has  a full  cargo  of  dry  goods. 

(£>The  schooner  sent  into  Savannah  by  the  Liber- 
ty of  Baltimore  (see  no.  314)  is  said  to  be  worth 

geo, ooo. 

317.  318,  319.  Three  vessels,  captured  and  des- 
troyed by  the  privateer  Jack’s  Favorite  of  New- York 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

SENATE— TUESDAY,  LAST.  12. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  of  the  4th 
section,  the  words  “in  lieu  of  the  bounty  in  money 
heretofore  allowed.” 

Mr.  Lloyd  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “a  boun- 
ty of  forty  dollars  : but  the  payment  of  twenty  dol- 
lars of  the  said  bounty  shall  be  deferred  until  he  be 
mustered  and  have  joined  some  military  corps  of  the 
United  States  for  service” — it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  15. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Crawford,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  N.  Y. 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten. 
Cutts,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Howell, 
Magruder,  Posey,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Md. 
Varnum. 

Mr.  Lloyd  moved  to  insert  in  lieu  of  the  words,  “an 
advance  of  twenty -four  dollars  on  account  of  his  pay, 
in  addition  to  existing  bounty  ; one  half  of  each  ad- 
vance to  be  paid  at  the  enlistment  of  the  recruit,  and 
the  other  half  when  he  shall  be  mustered  and  have 
joined  some  military  corps  of  the  United  States  for 
service” — it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
22,  nays  11. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Hope,  Reed,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Worthington. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard, German,  Howell,  Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Md.  and  Varnum. 

Mr.  Varnum  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  and  se- 
cond sections  of  the  bill. 

A division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and  the 
question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first  section, 
which  provides  one  additional  major  to  each-  regi- 
ment, and  determined  in  the  negative — Yeas  15, 
nays  16. 

On  the  question  to  strike  out  the  additional  lieu- 
tenant to  each  company  or  troop, 

It  was -determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15, nays  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  the  words  “five  dollars,” 
being  the  allowance  to  the  officers  on  recruiting  ser- 
vice, were  stricken  out. 


Mr.  Robinson  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
words  “four' dollars,.”  which  was  agreed  to  : 

And  the  reported  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to. 

On  the  question,  “shall  the  bill  be  read  a third 

time  as  amended  ?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

Y'EAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Campbell,  of  Tenn.  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib, 
Magruder,  Posey,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Md. 
Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner  and  Worthing- 
ton— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope  and  Varnum — 8. 

[AH  the  amendments  made  by  the  senate,  were 
subsequently  agreed  to  by  the  house  ; the  bill  only 
wants  the  signature  of  the  president  to  become  a law. 
The  house  did  little  else  on  Friday,  though  a good 
deal  of  minor  business  had  progress,  j 

Monday  Jan < 18. — The  senate  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  report 
made  to  congress  in  February,  1803,  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  attorney 
general,  of  the  United  States’  commissioners,  &e. 
(recommending  a compromise  of  the  Yhizoo  claims) 
— and  the  bill  was  further  amended. 

On  the  question  to  engross  the  bill  for  a third  read- 
ing’, there  were— 

For  the  bill — Messrs. Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Cutts,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Pope,  Posey,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Varnum — 16. 

Against  the  bill — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Leib,Magruder, 
Reed,  Tait,  Turner,  Worthington — 11. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  19. — The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
report  of  the  commissioners,  appointed  under  a form- 
er act,  in  relation  to!  the  Yazoo  claims  : was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Pope, 
Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Md.  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tay- 
lor, Varnum — 16. 

Nays — Messrs. Campbell  of  Ten.  Crawford,  Frank- 
lin, Leib,  Magruder,  Reed,  Tait,  Turner,  Worthing- 
ton— 9. 

Wednesday  Jan . 20. — The  senate  had  before  them 
the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  for  rais- 
ing 20,000  men  for  one  year  ; but  adjourned  with- 
out a decesion. 

The  senate  have  for  some  days  past  occasionally 
had  under  consideration  some  proposition  of  a con- 
fidential character,  distinct  from  that  executive  du- 
ty of  the  senate  which  is  always  transacted  with  clos- 
ed doors.  On  the  subject  of  their  deliberations,  we 
do  not  hazard  a conjecture.  Mat.  Jut. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Friday,  the  15th, 
nothing  of  importance  was  done. 

Monday,  Jan.  1 8: — Mr.  Cheeves,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  reported  a bill  to  author- 
ise a loan  for  a sum  not  exceeding millions  of 

dollars,  and  a bill  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  treasu- 
ry notes. 

, Mr.  Pickens,  after  observing  that  the  legislature 
of  JYorih  Carolina  had  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  having  for  its  ob- 
ject to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  electing  electors 
of  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United  States, 
offered  a resolution  embracing  the  important  propo- 
sition, providing  that  the  several  states  shall  be  di- 
vided into  districts  (bv  the  legislatures  thereof)equal 
to  the  number  of  electors  to  which  such  state  is  en- 
titled— the  districts  to  be  composed  of  contiguous 
territory,  and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal 
number  of  inhabitants — the  districts  not  to  be  chang- 
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eel  or  altered  but  after  a new  census  [embracing  the 
plan  urged  in  the  Weekly  Register,  No.  63,  page 
174.]  This  highly  interesting  resolution  was  refer- 
red to  a committee  of  the  whole,  and  we  most  ear- 
nestly  hope  that  the  ivliole  may  approve  and  support 
it,  as  being  the  only  fair  method  of  obtaining  the  sen- 
timents of  the  people. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill  “relating  to  captures,” 
which  provides  that  compensation  sliall  be  allowed 
to  the  officers  and  crews  of  our  public  vessels  for 
vessels  of  the  enemy  necessarily  destroyed  after  cap- 
ture— after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress,  but  were  refused  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  20. — After  some  other  business,  the 
house  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  relating  to  cap- 
tures— which  was  finally  recommitted. 

Wednesday , Jan.  19- — Mr.  Mitchel , from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject,  reported  a bill  for  establish- 
ing an  astronomical  observatory. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  respecting  the  Yazoo 
claims  was  read  a third  time.  Mr.  Troup  moved  a 
flat  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  nearly  prevailed — 
55  to  59.  After  a variety  of  propositions,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

A confidential  communication  was  received  from 
the  president  and  the  house  was  cleared  of  all  strang- 
ers. 


French  and  Russians. 

The  26th,  27th,  28th  and  29th  bulletins  of  the 
French  grand  army,  are  received  since  our  last — the 
latter  is  dated  Smolensk , Nov.  11.  The  emperor  left 
ARsco-w  on  the  19  th  of  October,  proceeding  towards 
Poland,  with  a view  to  put  his  troops  in  winter  quar- 
ters. The  marshal  duke  of  Treviso  [Mortier]  with 
the  garrison,  remained  at  .Moscow,  and  on  the  23d, 
at  2 o’clock  in  the  morning,  blew  up  the  Kremlin, 
and  finished  the  destruction  of  the  proud  city  of  the 
Czars,  which  the  Russians  themselves  had  begun, 
and  nearly  accomplished.  Of  the  4000  stone  houses 
that  stood  in  Moscow  only  200  remain,  and  of  the  8000 
wooden  buildings,  only  500  have  escaped  destruc- 
tion— all  the  stores  and  valuable  spoil  had  been  re- 
moved. Gen.  Winzingcrode,  on  entering  the  city  on 
the  22d  with  a body'  of  Cossacks,  was  taken  prisoner. 
The  situation  of  the  former  inhabitants  of  JWoscoiv, 
wandering  in  the  woods,  dying  with  cold  and  hun- 
ger, is  feeling  described.  It  was  proposed  to  Bona- 
parte “to  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  Russians ,”  and 
follow  their  lead,  by  corflagrating  the  whole  coun- 
try 20  miles  round;  but  he  rejected  the  plan,  and 
“was  satisfied  (in  the  language  of  the  bulletin)  to 
destroy  the  citadel  and  military  establishments 
agreeably  to  the  usages  of  war.” 

The  bulletins  detail  a great  variety  of  desperate 
skirmishes,  particularly  with  the  Cossacks  ; in  ail 
which  the  victory  is  claimed  for  the  French — but 
they  appear  to  have  been  dearly  purchased.  The 
Russian  accounts  bear  a contrary  aspect. 

A French  paper,  the  Journal  of  the  Empire , has  a 
long  article  on  the  late  movements  of  the  army.  It 
speaks  of  the  impossibility  of  a winter  campaign  in 
• Russia , and  shews  that  it  would  have  been  impolitic 
and  unprofitable  to  have  remained  during  that,  sea- 
son in  an  exhausted  country,  liable  to  be  constantly 
harrassed  by  skirmishes  without  effecting  any  good 
object.  It  goes  on  state  that  the  emperor  pursued 
the  same  policy  in  1807,  when  he  retired  from  the 
eastern  part  of  Prussia  to  the  borders  of  the  Vistula. 
where  the  army  passed  the  winter  in  comfort,  while 
it  facilitated  the  operations  of  certain  detachments  pf 


it ; from  whence  they  marched  “to  dictate  laws  of 
peace  at  Friedlctndxnd  Tilsit ;”  and  concludes  thus-— 
“All  the  movements  of  the  grand  army  will  be  to  in- 
sure a place  suitable  for  winter  quarters — and  Mos- 
cow being  too  distant,  was  ill  calculated  for  such, 
purpose.  To  say  that  the  emperor  has  quitted  Mos- 
cow, is  only  to  say  that  that  father  of  soldiers  goes 
wherever  great  operations  require  his  presence-— his 
carefulness  has  ever  commanded  victory — his  pride 
is  the  security  of  his  victorious  army.” 

It  further  appears,  that  the  desolating  policy  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  who  destroys  every  thing 
that  may  be  useful  to  his  enemy,  has  greatly  embar- 
rassed the  movements,  if  it  has  not  checked  the  pro* 
gress  of  the  French. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

St.  George  Tucker , esq.  well  known  for  his  notes 
upon  Blackstone,  has  been  appointed  judge  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Virginia,  vice  John 
Tyler,  deceased. 

The  following  is  the  official  canvass  of  the  votes, 
lately,  given  in  the  state  of  Vermont  for  members 
of  the  13th  congress. 

REPUBLICAN  TICKET. 


Richard  Skinner,  .... 

16025 

Ezra  Butler,  - . 

16005 

James  Fisk,  - 

15999 

Charles  Rich,  - 

15993 

William  Strong,  - 

15976 

William  C.  Bradley,  - 

15916 

FEDERAL  TICKET. 

Martin  Chittenden,  - 

15774 

Chauncey  Langdon,  - 

15753 

Daniel  Chipman, 

15751 

William  Chamberlin,  - 

15740 

John  Noyes,  - - - - 

15731 

Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  - 

15476 

It  appears,  at  last,  that  five  republicans 

have  been 

elected  to  the  13th  congress  from  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  “war  majority”  in  that  assembly 
will  be  at  least  40. 

It  appears,  though  the  returns  are  not  received, 
that  four  “ peace ” and  two  <(i car”  congressional  can- 
didates have  been  elected  from  JK'erv- Jersey.  Messrs. 
Cox  and  lluf  '.y  of  the  present  congress,  “republi- 
cans,” are  elected,  as  two  of  the  “peace  men.” 

The  legislature  of  New -York  met  at  Albany  on 
Tuesday  the  12-th  inst.  The  same  day  the  council 
o f appointment  was  chosen.  The  “federal”  ticket  had 
50  votes — the  opposition  35.  Particulars,  for  refe- 
rence, in  our  next. 

Though  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  was  blocka- 
ded bv  a 74  gun  ship,  two  frigates  and  a sloop  of 
war,  we  noticed  the  safe  arrival  of  12  or  14  vessels 
in  our  waters,  on  a single  day.  The  main  is  not  so 
easily  “ bridged ”,  as  was  feelingly  predicted,  else 
com.  Rodgers  had  tried  the  strength  of  some  of  its 
timbers. 

Mr.  Barlo-v,  our  minister  in  France,  passed 
through  Berlin  on  the  7th  Nov.  on  his  w ay-  to  Kon- 
ingsburg. 

An  active  smuggling  trade  lately  pursued  on  the 
south-wes'ern  maratime  frontier,  has  received  some 
severe  checks.  Captain  Holmes  of  the  United 
States  infantry,-  lately  seized  25  of  them,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  merchandize,  after  killing  one  of 
the  gang. 

The  income  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  is  about 
$\3 50,000  per  annum.  There  are  no  state  taxes. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  to  examine  Mr.  Readheffer's  machine 
was  to  have  perforated  that  duty:  er.  Thursday  last 
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A letter  from  Nachitoches  dated  Deo.  3,  says  that 
the  Mexican-patriot  army  under  col.  Magee,  consis- 
ted of  about  1200  men. 

A letter  from  New-Orleans  says  that  all  commu- 
nication between  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico  is  cut  off 
f by  the  patriots] — the  latter  place  is  destitute  of 
provisions — flour  40  dollars. 

Capt.  Butt,  of  the  United  States  navy,  lately  mar- 
ried 'Miss  Ann  M.  Hart , daughter  of  Elisha  Hart, 
esq.  of  Saybrook,  Con. 

The  Turks,  probably  instigated  by  France,  do 
not  appear  disposed  to  remain  on  friendly  terms  with 
Russia.  They  have  a formidable  force  on  the  fron- 
tier, and  the  grand  vizer  has  arrested  and  confined 
three  convoys  of  Russian  prisoners,  who  were  return- 
ing home.  They  had  also  refused  entrance  at  the 
Dardanelles,  to  a British  frigate  that  desired  to 
pass. 

The  affairs  of  the  allies,  in  Spain  and  Portugal, 
appear  very  desperate.  The  French  in  their  turn, 
are  pushing  them  in  every  quarter.  The  Spanish  ge- 
neral Ballesteros  has  been  disgraced — he  was  im- 
patient of  being  commanded  by  a foreigner — lord 
Wellington. 

In  all  the  states  of  the  French  empire — allies  and 
dependencies,  great  activity  prevails  to  furnish  men 
for  the  armies. 

Stocks *~-Landony  Nov.  2.  Consols  58  5-8.  Om- 
nium 5 1-4. 

The  British  government  have  refused  even  chalk 
ballast  to  American  vessels,  lest  some  flint-stone's 
should  be  found  among  it.  Thank  fortune,  we  have 
enough  such  stones  at  home.  The  present  stock 
of  gunfints  is  abundant. 

A letter  from  Copenhagen , dated  Nov.  2,  states 
that  the  emperor  of  Russia  is  negociating  a peace 
with  France,  which  will -completely  close  that  coun- 
try against  British  commerce.  In  opposition  to  this, 
accounts  from  London  say  that  Bonaparte  had  sued 
for  an  armistice,  as  preparatory  to  peace,  which  was 
refused  him. 

The  French  fleet  at  Toulon,  ready  for  sea,  con- 
sists of  5 ships  of  120  guns,  2 of  90,  1 1 of  74,  and 
many  frigates.  When  the  wind  is  suitable  for  their 
return,  they  venture  out  of  port  to  exercise  and  ma- 
noeuvre their  men.  They  are  watched  by  a strong 
British  squadron. 

An  embargo  is  said  to  have  been  laid  in  France, 
possibly  to  conceal  the  naval  preparations  for  the 
moment,  or  to  obtain  seamen — The  following  is 
given  in  a London  paper  as  a list  of  the  French  fleet 
lying  at  Flushing — 


Guns. 
84 


Charlemagne 
Ambuscade  92 

Dantzic  72 

Ceres  68 

Declamates  84- 

La  Vi  lie  de  Belon  92 

Coneaventi  84 

Alban  64 

Trojan  72 

Pul  tusk  84 

Pacificatur  72 

Hollenden  94 

Trump  64 

Chatham  94 

Superb,  and  five  others  of  the  line,  names  un 
known. 

Two  French  ships  of  the  line  and  4 frigates,  it  is 


Guns. 

84 


Augustus 
Tilsit 
Illustre 

Friedland  new  ship 
Due 

Friesland 
Hooplaar 
Minerva 
Eugene 
Terpsichore 
Hussard 
Bulletin 
Commerce  de  Lyon,  and 
one  name  unknown. 


General  Staff  in  Canada, 

General  officers — Captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief,  lieut.  gen.  sir  G.  Prevost,  Bt.  Quebec  ; major- 
general  De  Rottenburg;  major-general  Brock,  (since 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Queenston ;)  major-general 
Sheafte. 

Aids -de-cam  Captain  Coore ; capt.  Fulton;  bre- 
vet major  De  Saluberrv  ; capt.  Gleg'g. 

Majors  of  brigade — Captain  Shekelton,  captain 
Heriot. 

Military  secretary — Ensign  Freer. 

Assistant  do. — Lieut,  col.  Armstrong. 

Adjutant-general — Colonel  Baynes. 

Deputy  do. — Lieut,  col.  J.  Harvey. 

Quarter-masler-general — Col.  E.  Macdonnell. 

Deputy  do. — Lieut,  col.  Myers. 

Assistant  do. — Brevet  major  Davis  ; brevet  major 
Fuller;  capt.  Caddy;  capt.  A.  Gray. 

Deputy-barrack-waster-general — Maj.  G.  Thesiger 

Inspectors  field  officers  of  militia — Col.  Robert  Leth- 
bridge, lieut.  col.  1'.  B.  St.  George,  lieut.  col.  John 
Murray,  lieut.  col.  Warburton  ; lieut.  col.  Pearson ; 
lieut.  col.  C.  Bishop. 

KOVA-SCOTIA  AND  DEPEHDEXCIES. 

General  officers — Lieut,  gov.  lieut.  gen.  sir  J.  C. 
Sherbrooke,  K.  B.  Halifax  ; major-general  F.  Moore, 
Newfoundland;  major-general  sir  T.  Saumarez,  Hali- 
fax ; major-general  G.  S.  Smyth,  New-Brunswick  ; 
brigadier-general  H.  Swayne,  Cape  Breton. 

Aids-de-camp — Ensign  Oats  ; capt.  Durnford. 

Majors  of  brigade — Captain  Wallop,  captain  St, 
Clair  ; lieut.  col.  Hailes  ; captain  Thomas. 

JMilitary  secretary — Captain  Addison. 

Deputy-adjutant-general — Lieut,  col. A.  Pilkingten, 
Halifax. 

Deputy-quarter-master-general — Maj . Ligertwood, 
Halifax. 

Inspectors  field  officers  of  militia — lieutenant-colo- 
nel D.  Herbert ; lieutenant-colonel  II.  C.  Darling  ; 
lieutenant-colonel  J.  Gubbins  ; iieuteaant-colonei  H, 
F.  Cooke. 


Pennsylvania  Arbitration. 

*7 

Extract  of  a letter  accompanying  the  statement  of 
the  Prothonaturv  of  arbitration  proceedings  and 
trials  at  bar,  in  Northumberland  county,  from  the 
30th  of  November,  a.d.  1811,  the  termination  of 
the  last  abstract  exclusive,  to  the  30th  November, 
a.  i).  1812,  inclusive. 

“The  abstract  annexed*shews, that  within  this  pe- 
riod (one  year)  64  rules  for  arbitration  were  entered, 
of  which  61  were  operative,  and  3 inefficient ; in  the 
actions  47  reports  have  been  filed  ; in  30  cases  judg- 
ments have  been  rendered  ; and  from  the  reports  16 
appeals  have  been  entered  ; two  remaining  undeter- 
mined, and  one  judgment  having  been  confessed 
without  report. 

“The  five  last  columns  exhibit  a retrospect  of  pro- 
ceedings upon  cases  included  in  the  last  report,  sub- 
sequent to  the  time  of  making  it ; shewing  65  cases 
reported,  of  which  45  were  finally  settled  by  judg- 
ments ; 17  appealed,  and  the  residue  are  still  unde- 
termined. Adding  together  these  cases,  the  total 
result  of  the  operation  of  this  Law,  during  the  year, 
is  112  reports,  75  judgments,  and  33  appeals. 

“The  trials  by  jury  in  the  same  time,  amount  to 
24;  which  is  just  double  the  number  of  the  preced- 


positively  asserted,  have  sailed  from  Rochfort,  for  j jng.  year.  No  instance  lias  yet  occured  in  which  any 
the  coast  of  the  United  States,  under  the  command  j0f  these  33  appealed  causes" have  been  revised  by  ju- 
of  com.  La  Hall.  I rv  trial.” 
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British  Parliament. 

House  of  Loiids,  November  30,  1812s 

This  day  the  business  of  die  session  commenced 
With  the  usual  formalities.  Soon  after  2 o’clock,  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  arrived  at  the  house 
attended  by  the  great  officers  of  state,  &c.  when  the 
members  of  the  house  of  commons  being  called  in, 
his  roval  highness  was  pleased  to  deliver  the  follow- 
ing speech  from  the  throne. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  that  I am  obliged  to 
announce  to  you,  at  the  opening  of  this  parliament, 
the  continuance  of  his  majesty’s  lamented  indisposi- 
tion and  the  diminution  of  the  hopes,  which  I have 
most  anxiously  entertained  of  his  recovery. 

The  situation  of  public  affairs  has  induced  me  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  meeting  you  after 
tjie  late  elections.  I am  persuaded  you  will  cordially 
participate  in  the  satisfaction  which  I derive  from 
the  improvement  of  our  prospects  during  the  course 
of  the  present  year. 

The  valor  and  intrepidity  displayed  by  his  majes- 
ty’s forces,  and  those  of  his  allies  in  the  Peninsula, 
on  so  many  occasions  during  this  campaign,  and  the 
consummate  skill  and  judgment  with  which  the  ope- 
rations have  been  conducted  by  general  the  marquis 
of  Wellington,  have  led  to  consequences  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  common  cause. 

By  transferring  the  war  into  the  interior  of  Spain, 
and  by  the  glorious  and  ever  memorable  victory  ob- 
tained at  Salamanca,  he  has  compelled  the  enemy  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Cadiz  ; and  the  southern  provinces 
of  that  kingdom  have  been  delivered  from  the  power 
and  arms  of  France. 

Although  I cannot  but  regret  that  the  efforts  of 
the  enemy,  combined  with  a view  to  one  great  ope- 
ration, have  rendered  it  necessary  to  withdraw  from 
the  siege  of  Burgos,  and  to  evacuate  Madrid,  for 
the  purpose  of  concentrating  the  main  body  of  the 
allied  forces  ; these  efforts  of  the  enemy  have,  never- 
theless, been  attended  with  important  sacrifices  on' 
their  part,  which  must  materially  contribute  to  ex- 
tend the  resources,  and  facilitate  the  exertions  of  the 
Spanish  nation. 

I am  confident  I may  rely  on  your  determination  to 
continue  to  afford  every  aid  in  support  of  a contest, 
which  has  first  given  to  the  continent,  of  Europe  the 
example  of  persevering  and  successful  resistance  to 
the  power  of  France,  and  on  which  not  only  the  in- 
dependence of  the  nations  of  the  Peninsula,  but  the 
best  interests  of  his  majesty’s  dominions  essentially 
depend. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  communicating  to  you, 
that  the  relations  of  peace  and  friendship  have  been 
restored  between  his  majesty  and  the  courts  of  St. 
Petersburg  and  Stockholm. 

I have  directed  copies  of  the  treaties  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

In  a contest  for  his  own  sovereign  rights,  and  for 
the  independence  of  his  dominions,  the  emperor  of 
Russia  has  had  to  oppose  a large  proportion  of  the 
military  power  of  the  French  government,  assisted 
by  its  allies,  and  by  the  tributary  states  dependent 
upon  it. 
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The  resistance  which  he  has  opposed  to  so  formid- 
able a combination,  cannot  fail  to  excite  sentiments 
of  lasting  admiration. 

By  his  own  magnanimity  and  perseverance ; by  the 
zeal  and  disinterestedness  .of  all  ranks  of  his  sub- 
jects ; and  by  the  gallantry,  firmness  and  intrepidity 
of  his  forces,  the  presumptuous  expectations  of  the 
enemy  have  been  signally  disappointed. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  Russian  nation  has  increas- 
ed with  the  difficulties  of  the  contest,  and  with  the 
dangers  with  which  they  were  surrounded.  They 
have  submitted  to  sacrifices  of  which  there  are  few 
examples  in  the  history  of  the  world  ; and  I indulge 
the  confident  hope,  that  the  determined  persever- 
ance of  his  imperial  majesty  will  be  crowned  with 
ultimate  success  ; and  that  this  contest,  in  its  result, 
will  have  the  effect  of  establishing,  upon  a founda- 
tion never  to  be  shaken,  the  security  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  Russian  empire. 

The  proof  of  confidence  which  I have  received 
from  his  imperial  majesty,  in  the  measure  which  he 
has  adopted  of  sending  his  fleets  to  the  ports  of  this 
country,  is  in  the  highest  degree  gratifying  to  me  ; 
and  his  imperial  majesty  may  most  fully  rely  on  my 
fixed  determination  to  afford  him  the  most  cordial 
support  in  the  great  contest  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

I have  the . satisfaction  further  to  acquaint  you, 
that  I have  concluded  a treaty  with  his  Sicilian  ma- 
jesty, supplementary  to  the  treaties  of  1808  and 
1809. 

As  soon  as  the  ratifications  shall  have  been  ex- 
changed, I will  direct  a copy  of  this  treaty  to  be  laid 
before  you. 

My  object  has  been  to  provide  for  the  more  exten- 
sive application  of  the  military  force  of  the  Sicilian 
government  to  offensive  operations  ; a measure, which 
combined  with  the  liberal  and  enlightened  principles 
which  happily  prevail  in  the  councils -of  his  Sicilian 
majesty,  is  calculated,  I trust,  to  augment  his  pow- 
er and  resources,  and  at  the  same  time  to  render 
them  essentially  serviceable  to  the  common  Cause. 

Tn  considering  the  variety  of  interests  which  are 
Connected  with  this' important  subject,  I rely  on  your 
wisdom  for  making  sucli  an  arrangement  as  may  best 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  British  possessions  in 
that  quarter,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  the  great- 
est advantages  to  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  his 
majesty’s  dominions.  - 

I have  derived  great  satisfaction  from  the  success 
of  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  sup- 
pressing the  spirit  of  outrage  and  insubordination 
which  had  appeared  in  some  parts  of  the  country  ; 
and  from  the  disposition  which  has  been  manifested 
to  take  advantage  of  the  indemnity  held  out  to  the: 
deluded  by  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  parliar 
ment. 

I trust  I never  shall  have  occasion  to  lament  the  re- 
currence of  atrocities  so  repugnant  to  the  British 
character ; and  that  all  his  majesty’s  subjects  will  be 
impressed  with  the  conviction,  that  the  happiness 
of  individuals,  and  the  welfare  of  the  state,  equally 
depend  upon  a strict  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  an 
attachment  to  our  excellent  constitution. 

In  the  loyalty  of  his  majesty’s  people,  and  in  the 
wisdom  of  parliament,  I have  reason  to  place  the 
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fullest  confidence.  The  same  firmness  and  perse- 
fie rancC  winch  have  been  pianifested  on  so  many  and 
§heh  trying  occasions,  will  not,  I am  persuaded,  be 
Wanting'  at  ft  time  when  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  and 
d,f  the  world,  are  fixed  upon  you.  I can  assure  you, 
that  in  the  exercise  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  me, 
£ have  no  sentiment  so  near  my  heart  as  the  desire  to 
promote;-  by  ever}'  means  in  my  power,  the  real  pros- 
perity and  lasting  happiness  of  his  majesty’s  subjects. 
The  declaration  of  war  by  the  American  govern- 
ent,  was  made  under  circumstances  which  might 
flare  afforded  a reasonable  expectation  that  the  ami- 
cable relations  between  the  two  nations  would  not 
be  long  'interrupted.  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that 
^ . am  obliged  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  conduct  and 
pretensions  of  that  government  have  hitherto  pre- 
sented. the  conclusion  of  any  pacific  arrangement, 
v,  Their  measures  of  hostility  have  been  principally 
directed  against  the  adjoining  British  provinces',  and 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  seduce  the  inhabitants 
of- them  from  tlieir  allegiance  to  his  majesty. 

The  proofs,  however,  which  I have  received  of  loy- 
ftlty  and  attachment  from  his  majesty’s  subjects  in 
North  America  are  highly  satisfactory. 

„ The  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  invade  Upper  Cana- 
da have  not  only  proved  abortive,  but  by  the  judici- 
ous arrangements  of  the  governor-general,  and  by 
the  skill  and  decision  with  which  the  military  opera- 
tions hftve  been  conducted,  the  forces  of  the  enemy 
assembled  for  that  purpose  in  one  quarter,  have  been 
Compelled  to  capitulate,  arid  in  another  have  been 
completely  defeated. 

, My  best  efforts  are  not  wanting"  for  the  restoration 
pf  the  relation  of  peace  and  amity  between  the 
two  countries  ; but  until  this  object  can  be  attained 
jvithout.  sacrificing  the  maritime  rights  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, I shall  rely  upon  your  cordial  support  in  a vi- 
gorous prosecution  of  the  war. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons , 

. I have  directed  the  estimates  for  the  services  of  the 
fertsuing  year  tp  be  laid  before  you,  and  I entertain 
no  doubt  of  your  readiness  to  furnish  such  supplies 
as  may  enable  ip.e  to  provide  for  the  great  interests 
Committed  to  my  charge,  and  afford  the  best  pros- 
pect of  bringing  the  contest  in  which  his  majesty  is 
enlarged  to  a successful  termination. 

Lords  arid  Gentlemen , 

**  The  approaching  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
East  India  company  renders  it  necessary  that  I should 
Call  your  early  attention  to  the  propriety  of  providing 
effeCtmdlv  for  the  future  government  of  the  provin- 
ces Of  India. 

After  the  Prince  Regent  had  retired,  an  interest- 
ing’ debate;  tpok  place. in  the*  house  of  lords,  on  a mo- 
tion of  lord  Longford  to  niove  an  address  ; who,  in 
tlie  course  ol  ins  remarks,  merely  adverted  to  the 
War  witp  America, 

i rife  address  to  the  prince  was  seconded  by  lord 
Italic.'  . 

The  marquis  of  Wellesley  took  an  able  view  of 
the  speeelyimd  in  adverting  to  the  war  with  Ameri- 
ca, he  said,  “ No  attack  could  be  more  unjustifiable 
than  that  made  by  America,  and  that  no  cause  could' 
be  more  righteous  than  that  of  England.”  He  deni- 
ed that  the  orders  in  council  was  the  .cause  of  this 
>vai\  “No,  said  lie,  it  was  .upon  far  different  things 
y-*"it  was  .upon  high  .and  mighty  interests  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire : interests  which  we  could  not-  move 
without  throwing  the,  trident  of  the  ocean,  into  the 
hands  of  America.  America,  said  he,  was  not.  to 
be  soothed  and  fondled  into  peace — the  heads  of  that 
government  had  long  been  influenced  by  a deadly 


hatred  to  this  country,  and  (unusual  as  the  epithet 
was)  by  a deadly  love  to  France.  Our  policy  was 
plain — our  wisest,  nay  our  most  pacific  measure 
would  be,  to  show  ourselves  ready  for  the  emergency 
— to  present  in  front  of  America  a force,  which  would 
make  her  feel  her  danger,  and  feel  the  iriiportunce 
of  purchasing  her  safety  by  peace — What  bad  w'c 
done  ? Nothing — nothing  to  intimidate — nothing  to 
punish — nothing  to  interest  her  weakness  or  her  wis- 
dom. If  there  was  any  hope  of  putting  a speedy  end 
to  the  war,  it  was  to  he  accomplished  by  boldness 
and  decision,  by  making  the  effort  while  it  was  still 
in  our  power,  and  by  turning  upon  that  war  some 
part  of  the  grand  and  superabundant  strength  of  our 
country.” 

Lord  Liverpool  followed — Me  coincided  with  the 
noble  lord,  as  to  the  hostile  dispositions  of  the  Ame- 
rican government — but  denied  that  tlieir  hostilities 
had  been  inadequately  met. — This  however,  said  he, 
would  form  a topic  for  future  discussion. 

Lord  Grenville  rose — on  the  subject  of  America’ 
he  said, 

“ As  to  America,  he  could  not  express  his  astonish- 
ment, his  indignation  at  the  language  of  those  who 
professed  to  say,  that  the  abandonment  of  the  orders 
in  council  'would  necessarily  lead  to  a restoration 
of  peace.  There  was  indeed  a time  when  such  a 
concession  on  our  part  would  not  only  have  achieved 
peace,  but  alliance  between  the  two  countries — but 
it  was  the  blind  opinion  of  the  noble  ear],  and  of  a 
statesman  of  Ills  stamp,  that  concession  never  came 
too  late — and  this,  notwithstanding  the  historical  ex- 
perience of  our  first  fatal  contest  with  America* 
where  every  year  concessions  where  made  in  vain, 
which,  if  duly  timed,  would  have  been  received  with 
gratitude.  He  thought  the  house  was  indecently 
called  upon  in  the  address  to  pledge  themselves  to 
the  prosecution  of  this  war,  though  not  a document 
was  produced  to  prove  the  justice  of  such  a measure 
— on  this  subject  he  must  say,  that  though  he  wish- 
ed for  peace,  he  would  not  consent  to  sacrifice  one 
maritime  right  of  the  country — but  this  view  only 
aggravated. the  guilt  of  those  men  who  had  unne*" 
.cessariiy  plunged  us  into  such  a state  of  things.” 

The  address  was  agreed  to  without  a division. 

In  the  house  of.  commons  an  address  to  the  prince 
was  moved  by  lord  Clive.  lie  said,  “ Every  person 
must  regret  the  war  with  America,  and  rejoice  at  the 
declaration  of  the  prince  regent,  that  the  earliest 
opportunity  would  be  taken  to  restore  amity  between 
the  two  countries.”  < 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  seconded  the  motion,  and  when 
the  question  was  putting,  Mr.  Canning  rose,  and  ot 
America  lie  said,  “it  was  his  sincere  and  anxious 
wish,  that  two  nations  so  related  to  each  other,  by 
consanguinity,  by  one  common  language,  and  by 
mutual  interests,  as  Great  Britain  and  America, 
should  not  only  be  in  alliance — but,  when  disputes 
ran  to  so  great  an  extent,  when  once  the  die  was  cast, 
and  hostilities  had  commenced,  it  became  this  coun- 
try to  be  more  prompt,  by  every  exertion  in  our 
power,  to  bring  the  struggles  of  war  to  a speedy 
conclusion — He  woidd  go  to  the  extremest  verge  of 
forbearance  to  keep  peace,  but  he  would  not  dilute 
his  war  measures  into  a weak  and  sickly,  regimen, 
unfit  for  the  vigor  of  the  occasion.  He  would  not.  con  - 
vert  the  acute  distemper  of  war  into  a chronic  distem- 
per, arid  incorporate  it  with  the  system.  The  present 
dispute  had  grown  up  with  petty  profits  and  small 
gains,  till  at  last  actual  war  was  fixed  upon  us.  Two 
years  ago,  to  have  prophesied  that  after  six  months 
open  war  between  America  and  England,  America 
should  boast  the  only  naval  trophy,  and  that  we 
could  only  say  that  we  had  not  been  conquered  A.fi 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRITISH  PARLIAMENT 


839 


Englishman  would  have  resented  such  a prophecy  asj 
an  insult.  He  could  not  consider  our  military  suc- 
cess in  America  as  matter  of  great  triumph — He  ne- 
ver supposed -we  should  be  conquered  by  America — 
He  never  could  have  thought  that  the  mighty  navy  of 
England  would  have  slept  while  her  commerce  was 
swept  from  the  seas,  and  that  at  the  end  of  6 months 
we  should  be  found  proclaiming1  a speech  from  the 
throne,  that  the  time  had  at  length  come  to  be  active 
and  energetic,  and  to  shew  England  and  the  world 
that  England  is  what  England  was  Never  that  we 
should  sdnd  our  ambassador  with  our  ships  to  our 
(own  North  American  towns  and  attack  the  American 
ports  with  our  flags  of  truce.  There  might,  how- 
ever, remain  circumstances  yet  to  l>e  disclosed  to 
account  for  all  this  ; but  he  would  say,  that  on  live 
face  of  appearance,  and  on  the  declaration  of  war, 
there  was  evidently  a studied  determination  to -post 
pone  the  period  of  all  accommodation.  As  for  the 
desire  of  America  to  get  possession  of  Canada,  it 
was  a project  which  he  thought  not  likely  to  be; 
frowned  upon  severely,  even  by  these  parties  in  Ame- 
rica which  were  considered  friendly  to  us  When 
urged  upon  the  subject,  I know  that  ministers  will 
reply,  that  their  motives  for  clinging  to  the  last  to 
conciliation,  were  two-fold.  1st.  That  they  had 
friends  in  the  United  States.  2d.  That  before  we 
venture  on  hostilities,  we  ought  tp  take  care  that  we 
are  indisputably  in  the  right.  In  both  these  points' 
1 concur,  for  I have  ever  thought,  that  the  most 
splendid  victories,  which  ‘ever  glittered  on  the  page 
of  history  were  tarnished  and  obscured,  if  justice  did 
foot  hallow  the 'Cause  in  which  they  were  achieved.  I 
admit  that  it  is  also  right  to  temper  your  conduct  by 
a consideration  of  the  party  that  favors  your  cause 
the  hostile  state.  In  regard  to  the  United  States, 
'this  rule  ought  to  he  observed,  and  we  ought  tp  pav 
Attention  to  those  who  are  called  good  Englishmen, 
foot  -meaning  to  deny  that  they  are  good  Americans 
hut  who  hold  the  opinion,  that  an  alliance  with  Eng- 
landAs  preferable  to  a -treaty  with  France.  Eat  arc 
quite  sure,  that  by  this  system  of  mitigated  hos- 
tility, we  are  not  playing  the  ygame  of  the  -party  op 
-posed  to  us,  anddefeating  the  efforts  of  our  friends  ? 
I cannot  help  thinking  that  we  injure  our  own  cause 
Ly  this  dubious  pusillanimity,  and  here  let  me  ob-: 
■serve,  that  I do  not  speak  from  mere  conjecture ; 
fori  will  read  to  the  house  apart  of  a speech  of  one 
Of  our  warmest  advocates  beyond  the  witters  of  the 
Atlantic.  He  is  prophecy ing  to  his  countrymen  the 
’horrors  and  misery  that  will  be  occasioned  by  a war 
With  Great  Britain,  none  of  which  predictions  have 
heen  verified  by  t lie  indecision  of  our  government. 
The  inevitable  consequence  is,  that  the  British  party 
4n  the  United  States  were  ridiculed  and  .contemned 


I jord  Castlereagh  followed,  and  denied,  that  rni- 
|nistcrs  had  conducted  the  war  with  America  upon 
any  principle  of  forbearance.  He  said  “it  had  been 
conducted  with  all  the  means,  both  naval  and  mili- 
tary, which  the  country  could  have  spared  from 
other  objects,”  See. — “he  wished  as  much  as  anv 
man  that  peace  could  be  maintained  with  America, 
but  if  she  was  determined  to  throw  off  all  those 
ties,  which  this  country  held  dear,  and  which  the 
common  interests  required,  he  must  deplore  that 
determination,  but  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  his 
majesty’s  ministers  to  prevent  it.” 

Mr.  Whitbread,  after  speaking  of  the  wars  of 
Russia  and  Spain  said,  “the  war  with  America,  lie 
could  not  help  thinking  as  most  fatal  and  calamitous 
to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  most  likely 
to  cut  the  sinews  of  her  force  and. energies  w hich 
would  otherwise  be  more  happily  employed.  He 
wished  the  noble  lord  were  on  his  way  with  Joel  Bar- 
low  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  ne.gociations  of 
peace” — and  concluded,  (after  noticing  the  tardy 
measures  taken  to  prevent  the  war  with  America)  by 
“entreating  the  house  not  to  suffer  the  present  mo- 
ment to  pass  without  converting.it  into  the  happy 
instrument  of  the  re-establishment  of  peace,”  ob- 
serving, “'that  no  dishonorable  object  could  be  im- 
puted to  Great.  Britain,  Russia  or  France,  by  over- 
tures-for  the  general  pacification  of  Europe.” 

Thursday. — 'Lord  Liverpool  Said,  it  was  not  intend- 
ed to  move  thanks  for  the  surrender  of  Detroit  in 
America;  but  to  address  the  regeneyfor  a .monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  the  gallant  officer  who  com- 
manded ; but  who  had  since  unfortunately  fallen.— 
Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  1,  1812. 

Address  mi  the  quest  inn  of  the  bringing  tip  tf  the 
report  of  the  address. 

Mr.  Choevey  objected  to  it,  till  farther  time  Was 
given  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject  contain- 
ed  an  it. 

Mr.  Ereefmantle  rose,  and  went  through  all  the  to" 
pics  mentioned  in  the  address  ; lie  particularly  insist- 
ed that  the  prospects  of  the  campaign  in  Spain  were 
!not  sofavorable  as  atthe  beginning  -of' the  last  session; 
and  as  to  America,  he  thought  that  the  ministers 
made  but  a poor  justification  of  their  delay  and  inac- 
tivity in  the  conduct  of  the  war,  by  the  statement  of 
their  hopes,  that  the  abandonment  of  the  orders  in 
council  would  lead  to  a peace. 

Mr.  Robinson  would  not  detain  the  house,  as  most 
of  the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman  hud 
been  answered  last  night.  As  to  America,  lie  must 
correct  an  error  into  which  the  honorable  gentleman 


as  gloomy  prognosticators  of  evils,  that  have  not  and  I liad  fallen,  though  his  noble  friend  had  last  night 
'Will mot  be  endured.  Helirst  points  outithedefenee-  put  the  matter  in  the  clearest  light.  It  was  a mis- 
dess  -State  of  their  wholeimaritime  .’frontier,  and  tells  jtake  to  suppose  that  there  had  been  any  delay  or  sus- 
Itheffifouse  Of  representatives,  “that  they  who  ealeu- pension  of  the  war,  in  expectation  of  a peace.  Or- 
Lite  on  the  forbearance  of  the  enemy,  will  too  late,  ders  were  given  to  sweep  the  seas  of  all  American 
."find  themselves  deceived.”  Have  they  .been  deceiv-j  vessels  ; there  had  been  nothing  like  a relaxation  , of 
fed?  No.  The-British  government  has  done,  and  per- 'effort,  though  it  was  impossible  to  have  at  once,  in 
’Slaps  Will  do  nothing.  [Hear,  hear,  hear.']  He  pro- [all  quarters  of  the  world,  an  overwhelming  force. — 
ceeds,  “if  we  are  not  already  prepared  to  defend  our  • ifTlear,  Jlear.J 

seaports,  the  enemy  will  not  wait  until  .we  are  pie- j Lord  Milton  could  not  avoid  making  some  obset*- 
ypuredi”  YVhat  attack  has  been  made,  and  whativations  on  that  part,  of  the  speech  which  referred  to 
-might  not  have  been  accomplished!  [Hear,  hear!]  He  America.  No  one  could  be  insensible  how  nureh  the 
‘then,  at  some  length  ridicules  the. idea,  that  once  prosperity  of  this  country  depended  on  the  connec- 
the  dreadful  and  irrecoverable  step  is  taken,.  Eng-kion  with  America,  and  he  rather  feared  ministers 
land  will  allow  any  interval  for  preparing  for  hostili- j had  unnecessarily  plunged  the  country  into  a war 
ties  ;:“u fleet,”  he  says,  “would  sail  ronnd  our  coasts,  j with  that  nation.  In  fact,  in  all  the  negociationS 
destroy  our  towns  and  annihilate  our  trade.”  "Where  j with -America,  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  was  too 
is  this  fleet,  and  Where  is  the  ' destruction  of  their  much  irritation  oh  both  sides.  He  was  not  afraid  to 
trade  ? Has  not  our  own  fallen  a victim  to  their  pri- 1 say,  that  he  feared  'that  even  on  the  part  of  the  great 
Vateers.  [Hear,  hear,  hear !]  1 personage  at  the  head  of  cur  government,  there 
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might  be  something  of  an  hereditary  irritation  against 
•the  American  people.  If  war  was  necessary,  he  did 
not  approve  of  that  mitigated  warfare  spoken  of  last 
might  by  a right  honorable  gentleman,  but  in  the  case 
of  America,  he  really  believed  that  there  ought  to 
have  been  no  warfare  at  all. 

Mr.  Stephen  said,  that  as  an  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  \V[hitbreau)_  had  pledged  himself  to  give  the 
house  an  early  opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole 
of  this  American  question,  he  should  not  trouble  the 
house  at  any  length  on  the  subject.  He  could  not 
avoid,  however,  when  lie  heard  the  noble  lord  speak- 
ing of  an  hereditary  irritation  against  America  on  the 
part  of  the  head  of  our  government,  expressing  his 
opinion,  that  this  was  a most  unmerited  censure  on 
that  august  and  venerable  personage,  who,  for  so 
Nfuiy  years,  (lord  Milton,  across  the  bouse,  told 
him,  it  was  .not  to  that  personage  he  had  alluded  ; 
and  Mr.  Stephen  apologised  for  having  misunder- 
stood him.)  1’he  words  of  the  speech  were,  how- 
ever, now  so  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  house, 
that  he.  thought  they  must  evidently  see,  that  there 
was  nothing  of  irritation  towards  America  in  it.  As 
to  there  having  been  equal  irritation  on  both  sides,  in 
the  negotiations  between  the  two  governments,  that 
he  must  absolutely  deny.  It  had  yesterday  been  ob- 
jected to  ministers,  that  they  had  not  even  publish- 
ed any  declaration  in  answer  to  the  American  de- 
clavation  of  war.*  lie  must,  for  himself,  declare, 
that  he  never  felt  any  irritation  against  America,  or 
any  wish  to  preserve  peace  with  her ; although  he 
had  felt  it  his  duty  for  many  years,  both  with  his 
tongue  and  pen,  to  defend  what  he  conceived  the 
unbounded  maritime  rights  of  this  country,  and 
those  interests  on  which  he  considered  that  the  pros- 
perity c;four  commerce,  and  the  strength  of  our  ma- 
rine, mainly  depended.  Where  was  the  conciliation 
on  the  part  of  the  American  government  ? Bid  gen- 
tlemen forget  the  taunting  mariner  in  which  they  re-' 
reived  Mr.  Erskine’s  proposals  for  accommodation  ; 
or  the  manner  in  winch  they  had  sent  Mr.  Jackson 
out  'of  the  country  ? Even  when  that  great  concession 
was  made  last  year  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  had  thought  would  heal  ali— when  the  orders  in 
council  were  repealed,  the  intelligence  of  the  dis- 
position in  this  country  to  repeal  these  orders,  was 
met  by  tile  American  government  by  an  intemperate 
message  to  the  legislature,  laying  down  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  the.  duke  of  Bassano’s  letter,  and  even  in- 
sisting- that  the  American  flag  should  make  free 
goods.  Now  he  would  ask  the  noble  lord,  was  he 
prepared  to  give  up  what  we  considered  our  mari- 
time rights — the  right  of  blockading  our  enemy’s 
ports,  and  the  right  of  taking  British  seamen  out  of 
American  vessels  ! If  he*  was  not  prepared  to  make 
these  concessions  which  the  American  government 
insisted  on,  liow  was  that  government  to  have  been 
conciliated  ? Mr.  Stephen  concluded  by  defending, 
at  some  length,  the  principles  upon  which  he  had  al- 
ways supported  the  orders  in  'council. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said  lie  should  for  the  presen* 
forbear  from  all  discussion,  and  he  rose  to  defend 
ministers  from  the  supposition  that  they  had  at  any 
time  given  an  opinion,  that  America  had  a right  to 
a particular  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  with 
respect  to  her  on  account  of  that  document  which 
pretended  to  be  a revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  with  respect  to  America. 

Mi'-  Canning  was  not  at  all  desirous  to  prolong  the 


* We  should  like  to  see  an  answer  to  the  Ameri- 
can manifesto  ; but  do  not  expect  one.  The  British 
cannot  answer  it ; it  ia  unanswerable. 
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debate,  but  felt  it  his  duty  to  set  himself  right 
against  some  misconstructions  of  the  sentiments  he 
had  delivered  on  the  preceding  night.  His  objee 
tion  to  the  manner  of  carrying  on  hostilities  against 
America,  was  not  in  reality  to  the  peculiarity  of 
forms,  but  to  the  want  of  a considerable  portion  of 
our  naval  and  military  strength  on  the  coast  of  Ame- 
ricas which  might  be  enabled  to  effect  real  services, 
and  hermetically  seal  her  ports.  Instead  of  dis- 
patching a force  of  that  description,  sir  John  War- 
ren’s squadron  had  been  actually  made  up  in  the  Bri- 
tish harbors  there  ; and  the  only  service  performed 
by  the  ships  under  his  command,  was  the  conveying 
of  a flag  of  truce  to  the  executive  government  of 
America.  When  he  had  used  the  phrase,  that  our 
commerce  was  swept  from  the  seas  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, he  evidently  could  be  only  understood  as 
meaning,  that  when  the  relative  naval  means  of  the 
two  countries  were  compared,  the  captures  made 
by  the  Americans  were  much  superior  to  out’s,  as 
we  had  one  thousand  ships  of  war,  and  they  had  only 
ten  to  contend  with  so  vast  a superiority  on  our  part. 
He  would  not  detain  the  house  in  refuting  the  falla- 
cious estimate  of  the  prosperity  of  our  commerce, 
from  the  returns  made  of  the  exports  of  the  port  of 
London  ; but  he  should  persist  in  repeating  what  he 
had  maintained  last  night,  that  when  America  charg- 
ed this  country'  in  a formal  declaration,  with  the 
commission  of  acts  degrading  to  its  character  and 
honor,  the  English  government  ought  most  decid- 
edly to  have  refuted  such  charges,  of  which  it  was 
altogether  incapable,  by  issuing  a declaration  no  less 
formal  and.  authentic.  Mr.  Canning  after  animad- 
verting on  the  impolicy  of  bur  conduct  with  respect 
to  America,  in  admitting  the  fictitious  decree  of 
repeal  on  the  part  of  France,  and  that  America  pos- 
sessed the  right  of  separating  herself  from  all  na- 
tions, concluded  with  requesting  the  noble  lord  to 
inform  him,  what  was  the  precise  state  of  our  rela- 
tions with  America,  and  whether  we  are  at  war  or 
in  negociation ; or  whether  our  state  was  that  of 
half  war  or  half  negociation,  and  which  half  was 
likely  to  preponderate  ? as  he  thought,  and  he  spoke 
with  perfect  sincerity,  that  a situation  of  uncertain- 
ty was  worse  than  even  that  of  a certainty  of  greater 
evils. 

Lord  Castlereagh  maintained,  at  some  length,  that 
the  orders  in  council,  grounded  as  they  were  in  the 
law  of  nations,  It  ad  been  in  no  instance  departed 
from,  in  favor  of  the  probable  success  of  anyr  nego- 
ciations  with  America.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  asked  him,  what  was  the  actual  state  of  the 
relations  between  this  country  and  America?  He 
hesitated  not  to  answer  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man, that  they  were  placed  in  a state  of  war,  never 
relaxed  but  when  consistent  with  the  best  views  of 
the  country’s  interest.  With  respect  to  the  proposi- 
tion to  which  he  alluded  last  night,  as  being  still 
pending,  lie  could  say  no  more  than  he  had  already 
said ; it  was  not  determined,  and  therefore  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  produce  any  documents  relative  to 
it.  The  proposition  had  gone  to  a greater  length 
than  ministers  had  a right  to  expect ; and  when  an 
answer  favorable  or  unfavorable  arrived,  he  would 
immediately  lay  it  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Whitbread  asked  a question — the  noble  lord 
had  said,  that  if  a favorable  or  unfavorable  answer 
should  be  received  from  America,  he  would  imme- 
diately lay  it  before  the  house.  How  long  did  he 
mean  to  wait  for  that  answer. 

Loi\l  Castlereagh  answered,  that  whenever  admi- 
ral Warren  arrived,  that  any  or  no  communication 
had  been  made  to  him  on  the  subject,  he  would  im- 
mediately lay  it  before  the  house. 
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Im  ores  sect  Seamen. 

x 

The  following  message  was  received  by  both. houses 
of  congress,  on  Friday  the  22d  inst.  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

I transmit,  for  the  information  of  congress,  copies 
of  a correspondence  between  John  Mitchell,  agent 
for  American  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  and  the 
British  admiral  commanding  at  that  station. 

I transmit  for  the  like  purpose  copies  of  a letter 
from  commodore  Rodgers  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navv.  JAMES  MADISON. 

January  22, 1813. 

T.x  tract  of  a letter  from  John  Mitchell,  esq.  agent  for 
American  prisoners  of  wav,  at  Halifax , to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  dated 

December  5,  1812. 

“I  cover  you  a copy  of  a correspondence,  which 
took  place  in  consequence  of  different  applications 
I received,  either  by  letter  or  personally,  from  per- 
sons detained  on  board  liis  Britannic  majesty’s  ships 
of  war  in  tiiis  place. 

“I  formerly  mentioned  to  you  that  the  admiral  had 
assured  me,  that  he  would  discharge  all  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  who  were  in  the  fleet,  and  ac- 
tually did  discharge,  several.  This  induced  me  to 
think  I should  be  correct,  and  in  the  perfect  line  of 
my  duty,  in  sending  him  a list  of  the  applicants  to 
me,  and  requesting  an  enquiry  to  be  made,  and  dis- 
charges granted  to  all  who  were  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ; I,  therefore,  covered  him  a list  of  the 
names  now  enclosed  to  you,  which  produced  his  let- 
ter to  me  of  the  same  date  (1st  Dec.  1812.) 

“I  read  it  with  surprise,  because  some  of  the  men 
had  informed  me  their  captains  had  refused  to  re- 
port them  to  the  admiral.  Now,  if  no  one  here  was 
or  is  allowed  to  do  it,  their  situation  is  hopeless. 

“It  is  not  my  place,  sir,  to  reason  with  you  on  this 
business.  Proof  of  nativity , in  his  first  letter,  is  a 
strong  expression  : and  how  few  are  in  possession  of 
it,  and  how  many  who  cannot  obtain  it. 

“The  second  paragraph,  in  the  second  letter,  pre- 
vents my  interfering  ; and  I have  since  been  obliged 
to  send  a man  away,  requesting  him  to  apply  to  his 
commanding  officer?’ 

Copy  of  a letter  from  John  Mitchell,  esq.  agent  for  Ame- 
rican prisoners  of  -war,  at  Halifax,  to  admiral  sir 
John  B6rlas£\  Warren,  dated 

December  1st,  1812. 

Sin — Sin.ce  the  sailings  of  the  last  cartels,  in  which 
you  were  pleased  to  send  home  several  Americans, 
who  had  been  In  his  Britannic  majesty’s  service, 
others,  who  are  now  on  board  of  the  Centurion  and 
Statira,  lueve  requested  of  me  to  procure  their  dis-, 
charge  and  to  be  sent  home.. 

Will  you,  sir,  have  the  goodness  to  direct  an  in- 
quiry, and  order  the  release  of  such  as  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States  ? 

Besides  the  enclosed  list,  I am  told  there  are  others 
who.se  names  I have  not. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MITCHELL, 

Agent,  &c.&c. 

Copy  of  a letter  from,  admiral  sir  John  Borlase  War- 
re n,  to  John  Mitchell,  esq.  agent  for  American  pri- 
soners of  -war,  at  Halifax,  dated 

December  1st,  1812. 

Sir— I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  respecting  some  men, 


therein  mentioned,  on  hoard  his  majesty’s  ships  un- 
der my  command,  said  to  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  reply,  beg  to  acquaint  you,  that  when- 
ever I have  received  representations  from  the  cap- 
tains of  h is  majesty’s  ships  of  any  part  of  their  crew's 
being  citizens  of  America,  with  sufficient  proof  of 
their  nativity,  I have  directed  their  discharge  from 
the  service. 

I must  observe  to  you,  that  I cannot  permit  the 
interference  of  any  applications  from  men  belonging 
to  his  majesty’s  ships,  but  through  their  command- 
ing officers  ; and  in  your  department,  of  prisoners  of 
war  only,  I shaU  at  all  times  be  most  happy  to  re- 
ceive your  communications. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  John  J\fitclO?ll,  esq.  agent  far  Ame- 
rican prisoners  of  war,  at  Halifax,  to  admiral  sip 
John  Borlase  Warren , dated 

December  3d,  1812. 

Sir  — rf  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter, elated  the  1st  inst.  and  observed  that  you  cannot 
permit  the  interference  of  any  application  from  men 
on  board  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ships  of  war,  but 
through  their  commanding  officers. 

Desirous  of  conforming,  as  far  as  possible,  to  es- 
tablished regulations,  permit  me  the  honor  to  en- 
quire of  your  excellency,  if  by  your  letter  I am  to 
understand  that  I am  not  to  receive  the  applications 
of  seamen  declaring  themselves  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  who  are  on  board  of  his  majesty’s  ships 
of  war,  and  communicate  the  same  to  you?  If  this 
is  the  meaning,  I shall  most  certainly  conform,  tlio* 
I must  lament  the  regulation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MITCHELL, 

Agent , &c.  &c.. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  admiral  sir  John  Borlase  War- 
ren, to  John  Mitchell,  esq.  agent  fr  American  pri- 
soners of  war,  at  Halifax,  dated 

December  4th,  1812. 

Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  yesterday,  J 
have  to  acquaint  you  that  whenever  any  address  is 
made  relative  to  men  on  board  his  majesty’s  ships, 
it  must  be  by  the  commanders  of  such  vessels  direct. 

I cannot  permit  any  application  by  other  persons, 
in  time  of  war,  but  in  the  above  mode. 

It  will  always  afford  me  pleasure  to  attend  to  your 
wishes  in  any  respect  relative  to  the  situation  or  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  or  to  afford  any  aid  or  relief  in 
my  power. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  fkc. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 

From  Com.  Rodgei's  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

IT.  S.  frigate  president, 
Boston,  January  14,  1813. 
Sir — Herewith  \ cu  will  receive  two  muster  books, 
of  Ids  Britannic  majesty’s  vessels  Moselle  and  Sap- 
pho, found  on  board  the  British  packet  Swallow. 

As  the  British  have  always  denied  that  they  detained 
on  board  their  ships  of  war  American  citizens,  know- 
ing them  to  be  such,  I send  you  the  enclosed,  as  a pub- 
lic document  of  their  own,  to  prove  how  illy  such  an  as- 
sertion accords  with  their  practice. 

It  will  appear  by  these  two  muster  books  that  so 
late  as  August  last,  about  an  eighth  part  of  the  Mo- 
selle and  Sappho’s  crews  were  Americans : conse- 
quently, if  there  is  only  a quarter  part  of  that  pro- 
portion on  board  their  other  vessels,  that  they  have 
an  infinitely  greater  number  of  Americans  in  their 
service  than  any  American  has  yet  had  an  idea  of. 
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Any  farther  comment  of  mine  on  this  subject,  I 
consider  unnecessary ; 8 s the  enclosed  documents 
speak  too  plainly  for  themselves. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(S.gned)  JXO.  RODGERS. 

The  honorable  Pavl  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  % 

The  message  and  documents  were  read  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  foreign  relations. 


Finances  of  Virginia. 


norsn  of  kefu.-skxtatives — Saturday  Jan.  6. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  the  treasurer,  in- 
closing his  account  with  the  commonwealth,  between  the  first  da> 
of  January,  and  the  31  si  day  of  December,  1812,  inclusive  ; which 
account  was  read  as  follows  : 

The  public  treasury  between  the  1st  day  of  January  and  the  31st 
day  of  December,  18 12.  DR. 

To  balance  in  the  treasury,  as  per  settlement 
made  ou  the  1st  of  January,  1812,  212,440  2i 

Received  from  that  period , viz  : 

On  account  of  the  revenue  tax  of  1812, 

Of  the  arrearages  of  taxes, 

Prom  clerks  and  notaries, 

Divers  persons  on  sundry  accounts, 

Inspectors  of  tobacco, 

On  account  of  militia  fines, 

Trout  the  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Register  of  the  land  office, 

Agents  lor  the  Penitentiary, 

For  the  redemption  of  land, 

Purchase  of  unappropriated  land, 


614,046  44 
CR. 


258,045  56 
21,256  18 
30,628  81 
23,932  75 
5,427  87 
2,663'  87 
36,000 
2,818  27 
13,444  86 
6,184  36 
1,238  70 


By  disbursement  and  discounts  from  the  1st  day  of  Ja- 
nuary to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1312,  both  days 
included,  as  appears  by  the  receipts  and  corresponding 
vouchers,  which  were  examined  and  compared  by  the 
joint  committee  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  as 
follows : 


Expences  of  the  general  assembly, 

Officers  of  government, 

Officers  of  militia, 

Militia  fine  fund, 

Cri'i.inal  charges  and  guards  in  the  country', 

Removing  criminals  to  the  Penitentiary, 

Internal  charges  of  thePenitentiary  anti  officers’  salaries, 
Slaves  executed  and  transported, 

Lunatic  Hospital, 

Pu  iic  guard  in  the  city  of  Richmond 
Eight  instalment  to  the  bank  of  Virginia, 

Interest  on  public  debt, 

Pensioners, 

Co  i u issiomrs  of  the  revenue, 

Manufactory  of  arms, 

Rii!-s  made  under  contract, 

Lead  and  materials  for  powder. 

Clerks’  and  Sheriffs’  fees, 

Public  services  of  circuit  court  clerks, 

Election  of  President  and  Vice-President, 
Representation  to  congress  and  state  senate. 
Gun-carriages  and  expense  of  repairing  arms, 

215  ritlcs  exceeding  the  number  directed  by  law, 
Distribution  of  public  arms, 

Literary  fund, 

Repairs  of  public  warehouses, 

Contingent  expellees, 

Warrants  not  provided  for, 

Sptcial  acts  of  assembly, 

Wolf  scalps, 

Certificates,  discounted, 


61,805  05 
71,419  68 
5.601  64 
5.632  74 
24.929  23 
3.479  77 
12,146  16 
5,533  33 
8,120  44 
8,402  28 
33,600  00 
5,447  31 
5,346  42 
17,866  39 
69,200  00 
2,085  00 
3,119  28 
661  21 
2,829  20 
890  07 
248  92 
4,291  88 
4,410  20 
10,541  62 
17,991  65 
2,290  93 
15,289  61 
1,430  46 
47,494  29 
197  00 
736  72 

453,047  36 


those  indemnifications  which  ought  to  have  been  ren- 
dered with  liberality  and  promptness. 

After  the  injustice  of  (ire. at  Britain  had,  by  long 
continued  practice,  acquired  the  name  of  right ; af- 
ter the  forbearance  and  negociating  policy  of  the 
American  government,  had  assumed  tlie  appearance 
of  cowardice — war  is  reluctantly,  unavoidably,  but 
decisively  declared. 

Animated  by  the  most  sincere  love  of  peace,  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  despatch, 
announces  to  the  British  government,  the  existence 
of  war,  and  the  equitable,  easy,  and  honorable 
means,  by  which  its  progress  might  be  arrested,  and 
its  calamities  permanently  prevented. 

But  this  extraordinary  proof  of  a humane  and  pa- 
cific disposition  is  treated  with  contempt.  Famili- 
arized to  the  slaughter  of  man  around  the  globe,  the 
British  government  prefers  the  effusion  of  human 
blood,  to  a"  suspension  of  the  inhuman  practice  of 
impressment,  even  during  the  short  space  of  an  ar- 
mistice agreed  on  for  the  purpose  of  negociating  a 
just  and  honorable  peace  ; nay,  notwithstanding  the 
offer  made  by  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
to  exclude  British  subjects  from  our  merchantmen 
and  navy. 

But  what  atrocities  are  too  enormous  to  be  found 
in  that  government,  whose  characteristical  features 
are  cruelty  ancTperfidy ; which  stimulates  the  savage 
to  drench  his  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  in  the 
j blood  of  our  frontier  men,  women  and  infants; 

| which,  making  the  most  solemn  professions  of  friend- 
ship and  peace,  strives,  by  the  malignant  breath  pf 
its  secret  emissaries,  to  kindle  in  our  nation,  dissa- 
tisfaction, discord,  rebellion  and  civil  war,  with  all 
its  sanguinary  and  horrible  consequences!  Thus  is 
extinguished,  m the  American  government,  and  jj» 
every  American  bosom,  the  last  hope  of  finding  jn. 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  toward  the  U.  Statcjr, 
a single  voluntary  act  of  justice  or  humanity. 

Impressed  with  these  considerations,  and  witji 
others  of  a collateral  and  subordinate  nature  : 7f>, 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  common - 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania , in  general  assembly  met , dp 
adopt  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved , That  the  declaration  of  war  against  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  issu- 
ed by  the  general  government,  on  the  18lh  of  June 
I last,  was  the  result  of  solemn  deliberation,  $0111$ 
wisdom,  and  imperious  necessity. 

Resolved,  That  the  sword  being  drawn,  should 
never  be  sheathed  till  our  wrongs  are  redressed,  ot|r 
commerce  unlettered,  and  our  citizens  freed  frofu 
the  danger  of  British  impressment,  of  imprison- 
ment, in  the  floating  dungeons  of  the  British  navy, 
and  the  painful  necessity  of  fighting  the  battles  of 
an  inveterate  enemy  against  thcir'fathers,  their  bre- 
thren, their  native  country,  and  their  friends. 

Rosolved,  That  to  exert  all  the  energies  of  lus  body, 
of  his  mind,  and  to  devote  his  property,  to  bring 
the  existing'  war  to  a speedy,  just  and  honorable 
issue,  and  to  teach  our  insolent  foe,  that  the  Ameri- 


Totalof  receipts,  614.046  44 

Account  of  disbursements,  453,047  36 

Balance  in  the  treasury,  31st  Dec.  1812,  dolls.  160,999  08 

J.  PRESTON,  Treasurer. 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

MR.  GEMMIL’S  RESOLUTIONS. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gemtnil  and  Mr.  Frai- 
■#&  and  read  as  follows,  viz. 

\ levying  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  relations, 
Fe,  with  astonishment  and  regret,  behold  the  em- 
J>erox  of  the  French,  withholding  from  our  country. 


chns  are  as  free  from  timidity  and  weakness  in  bat- 
tle, as  from  covert  and  disguise  in  negociating,  is  a 
duty,  which  every  citizen  of  the  union,  owes  to 
himself,  to  his  country,  and  to  his  God. 

Resolved , That  with  painful  regret, we  contemplate 
the  refusal,  by  the  executive  authorties  of  some  of 
the  states  in  the  union,  to  furnish,  on  the  president’s 
demand,  their  quota  of  militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
sea-coast : and  that  with  confidence  we  expect  from 
the  national  legislature  a prompt  attention  to  this 
alarming  and  unprecedented  occurrence. 

Resolved , That  the  promptness,  and  the  zeal,  and 
| the  wisdom,  with  which  the  governor  of  this  cofu- 
mpawealth  executed  the  military  orders  of  the  pf c- 
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sident,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  enti- 
tle him  to  the  gratitude  of  this  general  assembly,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth 
be  instructed  to  transmit  a copy  of  these  resolutions 
to  the  presidentof  the  United  States,  with  a request 
that  he  communicate  them  to  congress. 

JOHN  TODD, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

P.  C,  LANE, 
Speaker  of  the  senate . 

In  senate,  Dec.  10,  1812-  Read  and  adopted. 

JOSEPH  A.  MUIMSEY, 

Clerk  of  the  senate* 

In  the  house  of  representatives, 

December  16,  1822.  Read  and  adopted. 

Attest,  GEO.  HECKERT, 

Clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives 


It  is  rumore <2-^that  a grand  jury  in  the  district  of 
Columbia  have  found  bills  of  high  treason  against  two 
late  accredited  British  agents,  a charge  des  affaires 
and  a consul.  It  is  further  stated  that  an  extensive 
and  traitorous  Combination  has  been  traced,  which 
implicates  several  men  of  pretty  high  standing  in 
seme  of  our  cities  on  the  sea-coast.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  late  secret  sittings  of  congress  had  refer- 
ence to  these  matters  ; and  intimated  that  the  circum- 
stances of  guilt  are  Well  established,  Of  these  mat- 
ters we  do  not  pretend  to  know  any  thing,  and  give 
the  rumors  as  they  are , chiefly  to  say — they  are  mi- 
mors.  We  have  only  to  add,  “Fiat  Justiciariiat  cce- 
lum .” 

If  there  is  any  truth  in  these  reports  we  shall  soon 
hear  more  about  them, 


MILITARY. 

The  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force  of 
20,000  men,  has  passed  both  houses  of  congress, 

A western  paper  states,  that  8000  effectives  are  in 
motion. for  the  Rapids  (of  the  Miami)  78  miles  from 
Detroit,  where  the  whole  force  is  to  be  concentrated. 
Great,  supplies  of  provisions  and  stores  were  but  a 
short  distance  in  rear  of  the  army,  with  the  means 
of  conveyance  at  hand. 

Another.expedition  is  contemplated  to  be  immedi- 
ately made  against  the  Western  Indians,  to  consist 
of  500  mounted  infantry  volunteers.  A meeting  was 
to  DC  held  at  Zanesville  on  the  6th  inst.  to  organize 
one  of  the  companies  for  this  daring  and  arduous 
service. 

Col.  Lewis  Cass,  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  has  been 
elected  a major-general  of  the  militia  of  that  state. 

It  is  rumored  that  brigadier- general  Boyd  is  to 
have  the  command  at  Bvjfaloe,  See. 

No  specie  being  to  be  had,  the  British  govern- 
ment. has  remitted  to  Canada,  eight  hundred  thousand 
pound-i  sterling  in  taper,  to  carry  on  the  war.  This 
might;  sum  will  inundate  the  colony,  and  a great 
deprecation  will  follow.  The  bait  will  be  tempting, 
*md  g i oat  exertions  will  be  made  to  negociate  it  in 
the  l.  jilted  States  ; which  we  trust  a good  look-out 
Will  be  kept  to  prevent. 

general  court1  martial. 


,nmi‘7St-and»  ^safs  rJ*!  .,A,urorn)  that  a general  <5ourtma 
mil  assemble  in  this  eu5;  [Philadelphia]  on  the  25th  day  of  Feb 
?n„w'  -ft,  0Ethe  tnaI  °d  brigadier, general  W.  Hull,  and  that 
court  is  to  be  composed  cf  the  following  members : 

President.— Brigadier-general  Wade  Hampton. 

Memoers— Brigadier-general  Jos.  Bloomfield  ; brigadier-gen 
T 5 .^^dier-general  H.  Barbee ; colonel  G.  IzaJ,  a 
Sr’  colonel  A.  Macomb,  artillery,  colonel  J.  Burn,  cavalry  ; t 
»eJ  J.  Simoatls,  infantry ; colonel  J.  Kingsberry,  infantry : cob 


T.  Parker,  infantry ; colonel  H.  Brady,  infantry ; colonel  W.  H, 
Winder,  infantry  ; colonel  P.  P.  Schuyler,  infantry. 

Supernumeraries . — Lieutenant  colonel  W.  Scott,  artillery ; lient- 
coloncl  J.  Clirystie,  infantry;  lieutenant  colonel  K.  Dennis,  in- 
fantry. 

Judge  Advocate.— A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq. 

To  all  -whom it  may  concern. — The  stn&teof  hostility 
which  exists  between  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  makes  it  necessary  that  the 
intercourse  whicli  may  take  place  between  this  coun- 
try and  the  adjacent  province  of  Canada,  should  be 
regulated  on  the  principles  which  govern  bellige- 
rent nations.  I have  had  it  in  charge  from  the  com- 
manding general  Chandler,  that  no  person  should  lie 
permitted  to  pass  in  or  out  of  Canada,  without  his 
permission,  or  in  his  absence,  the  permission  of  the 
commandant  of  the  district  of  Champlain.  This  or- 
der has  been  communicated  to  the  commanding  oili- 
cer  oil  the  lines,  and  will  be  strenuously  enforced. 

Some  members  of  the  Community  have  been  found 
so  void  of  all  sense  of  honor — love  of  country,  or 
any  other  principle  which  has  governed  the  virtuous 
of  all  nations  and  ages,  as  to  “hold  correspondence 
with,  and  give  intelligence  to  our  enemies  It  there- 
fore becomes  my  duty  to  put  the  laws  in  full  force. 
The  two  following  sections  of  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  which  are  equally  binding  on  the  citizen  as 
the  soldier,  are  published  for  the  information  of  the 
public,  that  no  one  may  plead  ignorance ; as  from 
this  time  henceforward,  they  shall  be  enforced  with 
the  greatest  severity. 

“A  rt  56.  Whosoever  shall  relieve  the  enemy  with 
money,  victuals  or  ammunition,  or  shall  knowingly 
harbor  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suffer  death,  or 
such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
sentence  of  a court  martial 

“Art.  57.  Whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of  hold- 
ing-correspondence with,  or  giving-  intelligence  to 
the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suffer 
death,  oj-  such  otlier  punishment,  as  shall  be  order- 
ed by  the  sentence  of  a court  martial. 

Z.  M.  PIKE,  Col.  15th  regt.  inf 
Commanding  West  Lake  Champlain, 

NAVAL. 

It  now  turns  out,  according  to  those  oracles  of 
truth,  the  London  papers,  that  the  Frolic  was  cap- 
tured by  the  American  frigate  Hornet  ! 

The  blockade  of  TN'ew-Yovk  continues.  During  the 
last  Week  the  United  States  flotilla  under  the  com- 
mand of  commodore  Lewis  attempted  to  proceed  to 
Sandy  Hook,  but  were  prevented  by  .'the  ice,  and  con- 
siderably damaged 

It  is  expected  the  British  will  make  a desperate 
attack  upon  our  little  fleet  in  Sackett’s  Harbor,  that 
they  may  resume  the  command  of  the  lake.  They 
Will  be  warmly  received  by  commodore  Chaim  cry. 

The  Montgomery  privateer  of  Salem  in  the  night 
of  the  6th  of  December  had  a tremendous  fight  with 
a British  government  vessel,  supposed  to  be  a packet 
from  Suit  mam.  They  lay  “ board  and  board,”  for 
fifty-one  minutes,  and  neither  could  board  the  other, 
so  brave  was,  the  resistance  on  both  sides.  The  Bri- 
tish vessel  appeared  full  of  men,  from  the  heavy  and 
regular  platoons  discharged  into  the  Montgomery. 
She  had  three  men  killed  and  fourteen  wounded,  one 
since' dead.  From  tire  account  we  have  of  this  en- 
gagement it  appears  to  have  been  of  the  most  despe- 
rate and  determined  character.  The  follpwing  are 
some  cf  the  particulars  from  a Salem  paper — “When 
the  British  brig-  laid  the  Montgomery  on  board,  her 
bob  Stay  was  instantly  lashed  to  the  Montgomery’s 
main-mast  by  some  of  the  privateer’s  people.  Capt. 
Upton  himself  wrested  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
several  of  the  instruments  of  death  aimed  for  his  de- 
struction. [ This  was  surely  the  Hug  of  war.’]  Th 
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damage  sustained,  by  the  enemy  must  have  been  < 
great,  one  of  the  Montgomery’s  18  pounders,  dou-  ; 
ble  shotted,  being  repeatedly  discharged  into  the  « 
bows  of  the  enemy  between  wind  and  water  ; which 
stove  them  in  badly,  and  set  her  on  fire  inside,  and  ' 
her  pumps  were  going  briskly  at  the  time  they  sepa- 
rated. She  mounted  18  guns,  supposed  to  be  18 
pounders,  and  very  strongly  manned — she  was  judg- 
ed to  be  about  350  tons  burthen,  the  Montgomery - 
is  only  about  190  tons.  The  superior  height  of  the 
British  vessel  gave  her  great  advantage  over  the 
Montgomery;  and  destructive  as  her  fire  was  on  board 
the  latter,  it  is  thought  to  have  been  less  so  than  it 
might  have  been  by  day-light,  when  objects  would 
have  been  distinctly  marked.  From  the  damage 
which  the  British  vessel  sustained,  she  must,  have 
been  in  great  hazard  after  the  action,  and  guns 
were  afterwards  heard  as  signals  of  distress.” 

A very  unfortunate  incident  occurred  in  the  harbor 
of  Provincetoivn , on  the  hook  of  Cape  Cod.  The  pri- 
vateer Anaconda , of  New-York,  was  lying  there  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a few  hands.  Commodore 
Badgers  had  fitted  out  and  manned  a schooner  (the 
Commodore  Hull ) and  given  the  command  of  her  to 
licut.  Newcomb,  of  the  United  States  navy,  for  the 
chief  purpose  of  checking  the  depredations  of  the 
British  privateer,  the  Liverpool  Backet.  The  schr. 
entered  the  harbor,  close  aboard  the  Anaconda,  with- 
out colors.  The  captain  of  the  latter  was  on  shore  ; 
but  the  first  officer,  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of 
the  Commodore  Hull , called  all  hands  to  quarters, 
and  prepared  for  battle.  Each  appears  to  have  re- 
garded the  other  as  an  enemy.  An  officer,  from  the 
schooner  being  sent  on  board  the  privateer,  and  refus- 
ing to  give  such  information  as  was  deemed  satisfac- 
tory, was  detained.  An  officer  from  the  Anacon- 
da was  then  sent  to  the  Commodore  Hull,  but  her 
commander  refused  to  exhibit  his  commission,  say- 
ing he  was  not  obliged  to  shew  it  to  the  captain  of  a 
privateer.  On  which,  one  gun  was  ordered  to  be 
fired  front  the  Anaconda — but  the  crew,  misconceiv- 
ing- the  orders  and  being  impetuous,  fired  three 
guns,  before  they  could  be  restrained.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  lieut.  Newcomb  was  wounded  in  the 
face,  severely,  and  two  other  men  injured  ; and  the 
balls  and  grape  shot  passed  into  the  town,  but  for- 
tunately without  further  damage.  The,  first  officer 
of  the  Anaconda  was  arrested  by  order  of  commo- 
dore Badgers,  and  a regular  investigation  will  be 
had,  which  shall  be  duly  noticed.  The  foregoing 
may  suffice  in  the  mean  time,  and  is  substantially 
true,  as  the  facts  are  stated  by  adverse  parties . 

A letter  received  in  New-York,  which  appears  en- 
titled to  full  credit  as  it  indeed  states  a most  pro- 
bable fact,  says — that  the  emperor  of  France  lias 
issued  orders  to  admit  into  his  ports  all  prizes  made 
by  Americans,  on  the  same  terms  as  if  captured  by 
the  French.  This  fact  duly  ascertained — the  British 
channel  is  filled  with  privateers,  though  they  have 
“a  thousand  ships  of  war.” 

The  British  are  said  to  be  building  two  vessels  of 
war  on  lake  Ontario. 

The  French  ship  Tamerlane,  mentioned  in  our 
last,  was  blown  off’  the  middle  ground,  and  drifted 
on  the  shoals  at  the  entrance  of  the  capes  of  the 
Chesapeake.  The  British  on  board  (a  lieut.  and  24 
men)  conceiving  their  situation  extremely  hazardous 
the  Tartarus  with  the  whole  squadron  having  gone 
and  left  them  to  shift  for  themselves,  landed  at  Lyn- 
haven-beach,  and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners 
of  war  to  the  first  person  they  met.  They  have  ar- 
rived at  Norfolk.  The  amount  of  property  saved  is 
not  stated — the  ship  now  lies  on  her  beam  ends  and 
is  expected  to  go  to  pieces  with  the  first  easterly 
gale.  The  British  landed  a part  of  the  French 


crew  on  cape  Charles,  but  they  carried  off  the  captain 
and  pilot  (Mr.  Skelton  of  Hampton)  the  latter  in 
irons. 

Among  the  crews  of  the  American  vessels  detain- 
ed in  the  river  [Thames]  says  a London  paper  ()f 
November  16,  several  prime  English  seamen  were 
discovered,  who  have  been  sent  to  the  navy. 

The  Bam illies,  of  74  guns,  sir  Thomas  Hardy,  the 
Victorious,  74,  Captain  Talbot,  and  the  large  new 
frigate  Surprize,  sir  Thomas  Cochran  are  among  the 
ships  destined  for  our  coast.  The  Elephant,  of  74, 
has  sailed. 

Admiral  Warren  has  on  board  his  ship  the  St.  Do- 
mingo an  American  pilot,  who  receives  ll.v.  per  dav 
for  his  treason.  We  trust  lie  may  reach  a more  ex- 
alted station. 

It  is  stated  that  two  vessels  under  the  American 
flag  have  committed  some  disgraceful  outrages  on 
the  coasts  of  the  Spanish  main. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constellation  is  at  Annapolis. 

By  an  arrival  from  England  it  appears  that  several 
American  vessels  are  about  to  leave  that  country 
with  cargoes,  for  the  United  States ! 

A French  privateer,  brig  Venus,  has  put  into  Nor- 
folk in  distress  ; having  carried  away  some  of  her 
spars,  and  being  short  of  provisions. 

We  may  expect  several  French  vessels  of  war  im- 
mediately on  our  coast.  Five  fast  sailing  frigates 
sailed  from  Bordeaux  and  Nantz  10  days  before  the 
schr.  Flash,  left  the  latter,  and  she  lias  arrived  at 
New-York. 

The  ship  Walter,  on  a voyage  from  St.  Jr. go'  de "Cu- 
ba for  New  Orleans,  1ms  arrived  at  Savannah.  She 
was  captured  by  the  Narcissus  frigate.  All  her  crew, 
thecaptain,  cook  and  a boy,  excepted,  were  taken  oui , 
and  a prize  master  and  seven  men  put  on  board.  Capt. 
Whitney  retook  the  vessel  and  brought  her  safe  into 
port ! 

The  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  have 
passed  a bill  for  building  a frigate  at  Philadelphia, 
to  be  called  the  Pennsylvania and  a 20  gun  ship  at 
Presqu’isle  on  lake  Erie,  to  be  called  the  Presqu’isle ; 
the  former  to  be  ready  for  service  by  the  1st  of  De- 
cember next,  and  the  latter  by  the  1st  of  Julv — lor 
the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Lagvira , Dec.  13,  1 812. 

“On  the  9tli  Dec.  the  private  armed  schr.  Sarato- 
ga, commanded  by  capt.  Charles  W.  Wooster*  made 
her  appearance  off  this  place ; the  same  day  the  .1st 
lieut.  came  on  shore,  who  said  they  were  24  days 
from  New-Ycrk,  and  had  seen  nothing.  On  the  10th, 
capt.  Wooster  ran  down  and  anchored  in  the  Roads, 
but  in  a few  minutes  was  advised  in  a note  from  the 
. American  consul,  to  weigh  and  keep  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  batteries,  as  the  commandant  had  said  he 
would  sink  her  if  she  came  too;  he  i immediately 
complied  with  this  advice  and  stood  of]';  he  soon 
: discovered  a schooner  standing  down  the  coast,  and 
some  miles  to  windward  of  Laguira,  he  boarded  and 
captured  her — she  was  a schooner  with  dry  goods 
on  board  to  the  amount  of  $20,000.  The  next,  dav, 
at  9 A.  M.  after  the  fog  cleared  off’,  we  saw  the  Sa- 
ratoga some  miles  to  leeward,  in  shore  of  a brig, 

. but  neither  near  enough  to  fetch  in.  At  11A.M. 

■ the  brig  tacked  off  .shore,  and  soon  after  the  school  , - 
. er  did  the  same.  It  was  known  on  shore  the  brie;  was 

well  armed  and  manned,  and  was  generally  believed 
: would  take  the  Saratoga,  or  at  all  events  beat  her 

■ off.  The  inhabitants  all  left  their  business,  from  il  e 
i commandant  to  the  beggar,  to  see  the  engagement. 

The  brig  being  so  far  from  the  schooner,  it  was  some 
: time  before  site  came  up  with  her.  They  being  so 
. far  off,  we  could  but  just  discern  them  from  the 
house  tops  ; and  just  as  we  had  given  up  all  hopes 
. of  seeing  the  battle,  v/e  discovered  thgv  both  task- 
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£tl  in  shore  again.  They  continued  standing  in  un- 
til within  two  leagues  of  the  town,  when  the  Sara- 
toga commenced  the  action  form  her  starboard  bow 
guns,  which  was  returned  from  the  brig’s  larboard 
•quarter.  The  action  now  became  furious,  so  that 
both  vessels  were  hid  from  us  in  columns  of  five  and 
smoke ; but  in  a few  minutes  the  firing*  ceased.  When 
the  smoke  cleared  off  we  could  see  no  other  colors 
flying  except  the  American,  on  hoard  the  Saratoga, 
which  was  victorious  ; and  may  it  always  remain  so. 
On  the  13th,  the  second  mate  and  25  seamen  arrived 
at  Laguira,  in  the  brig’s  long  boat,  which  captain 
Wooster  had  given  them,  together  with  every  arti- 
cle belonging  to  them.  The  second  mate  )yas  the 
only  officer  that  was  alive  after  the  action,  there  be- 
ing great  slaughter  on  board  the  brig.  On  board  the 
Saratoga  they  had  but  one  man  slightly  wounded. — 
The  bng*  vyas  the  Rachel,  from  Greenock,  mounting 
12  long  nine  pounders,  and  carrying  60  men  ; she 
bason  board  a cargo  of  dry  goods,  &c.  invoiced  at 
y£T5,Q0Q  sterling*.  [JVq t.  JLdv. 

Providence,  Jan.  22,  1813. 

“The  sloop  Merit  from  this  place  bound  to  Virgi- 
nia, with  a load  of  produce,  was  captured  by  the 
British  squadron,  and  the  captain  (Benedick  Arnold) 
taken  out  and  a midshipman  and  four  seamen  put  on 
Jjpard  and  ordered  for  Halifax — when  passing  Mon-, 
taug  point,  it  blowing  fresh,  the  mate  advised  the 

frixe-mastey  to  make  a harbor  until  good  weather; 
je  agreed,  and  left  it  to  the  mate  to  pilot  her,  which 
he  did  so  successfully,  that  he  run  her  under  the 
jifert  at  Newport,  before  the  prize-master  discovered 
sphere  he  was,  it  being  in  the  night.” 


American  Prizes. 

'WEE'KEY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  334. 

t#The  winds  ami  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  ndt  a sail, but  by permission,  spreads!” 

British  Naval  Register. 

S20.  Schooner  Swift,  of  Plymouth,  Eng.  from  St. 
Michaels,  taken  by  the  Holla,  of  Baltimore,  and 
burnt,  (j^y*  In  a severe  gale  of  wind,  capt.  Dewlev 
was  compelled  to  throw  over-board  all  his  guns  but 
'■my;- — but  the  crew,  60  in  number,  determined  to  con- 
tinue the  cruise.  ' Near  Madeira,  from  the  12th  to 
the  15th  of  Dec.  without  the  loss  of  one  man,  the 
Holla  captured,  manned  and  ordered  for  the  first 
port,  the  followed  immensely  valuable  vessels,  being 
a part  of  the  Cork  fleet : 

5.  Ship  Mary,  34  guns,  of  Bristol,  laden  with  hard- 
ware, crates,  &c. 

2.  Ship  Eliza,  10  guns,  of  do.  laden  with  20,000 
bushels  of  wheat. 

3.  Ship  Ravonover,  18  guns,  of  London,  laden  wholly 
with  dry  goods. 

4-  Ship  Apollo,  10  guns,  deeply  laden  with  king’s 

stores. 

5.  Brig*  Boroso,  6 guns,  of  Cork,  laden  with  dry 
goods,  beef  and  candles. 

6.  Schooner , of  Abei'deCn,  given  up  to 

discharge  the  prisoners.  Grand  total— seven  vessels, 
58  cannon,  150  prisoners,  and  property  worth  be- 
tween two  and  three  millions  of  dollars.  Farther 
notice  shall  be  taken  of  these  vessels,  if  they  safe- 
ly arrive. — Xj"  Shall  the  men  that  dare  such  deeds 
as  these  be  stolen  from  their  country  ?— No — “IM- 
PRESSMENT MUST  CEASE.” 

32 L Sloop  Reasonable,  from  Porto  Rico  for  Mar- 
* inico,  chased  on  shore  on  the  north-east  end  of  the 
Termer,  by  the  Liberty,  of  Baltimore,  and  destroyed. 

322.  Schooner  Maria,  from  Jamaica  for  the  Bay 
of  Honduras,  in  ballast,  takcij  by  the  Liberty,  as 
above,  and  ransomed. 


v Internal  Navigation. 

The  following  letter  from  the  collector  of  the  potf 
of  Boston,  to  Dr.  Miichili,  presents  so  important 
a view  of  the  facilities  and  importance  of  Internal 
Navigation,  that  we  have  been  induced  to  solicit  a 
C*»py  for  publication,  and  now  recommend  it  to  the 
earnest  attention  of  our  readers,  particularly  to 
such  of  them  as  are  invested  with  legislative  au- 
thority. Intel. 

Custom-house,  Boston,  Jan; *9,  1813. 
Respected  Sir— An  event  has  recently  taken  place 
within  my  knowledge  which  so  strikingly  exhibits 
tiie  enterprising  genius  of  Americans,  and  opens 
such  a field  for  the  patriotic  speculations  of  the 
statesman  and  legislator,  that  I am  induced  to  com- 
municate the  circumstances  to  a friend  to  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  his  country. 

During  the  week  ending  the  List  year,  a Mr*  Wells 
of  this  town,  a young  gentleman  of  great  activity  and 
commercial  informatjpn,  has  received  at  the  custom 
house  certificates  of  the  legal  importation  of  goods 
to  the  amount  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  which 
have  been  sent  to  JVLcxicp  bv  the  following  rout : 

From  Boston  to  Providence  in  waggons,  thence  by 
water  through  the  Sound  to  Amboy,  thence  in  wag- 
gons and  by  water  to  Philadelphia,  thence  by  wag- 
gons to  Pittsburgh,  then  down  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi to  New-Orleans,  and  from  thence  by  land  and 
in  boats  to  Mexico.  Thus  transporting  merchandize 
by  inland  conveyance  a greater  distance  than  has 
ever  been  done  by  the  people  of  any  age  or  country, 
save  by  those  who  trade  between  China  and  Moscow. 

But  what  is  most  astonishing,  the  expense  from 
this  to  New-Orleans  is  only  four  and  one  half  p»  r 
cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  goods  at  Boston,  while  the 
insurance  alone  on  such  as  are  sent  by  the  way  of 
the  ocean,  is  thirty,  and  not  less  than  twenty -five 
.per  cent.  At  any  rate,  the  freight,  insurance,  and 
other  charges  on  such  as  are  sent  coast  ways  are  not 
less  than  thirty  or  thirty-two  per  cent.  I am  inform- 
ed that  if  the  war  continues  a great  trade  will  thus 
be  carried  on  between  the  northern  ports  and  New- 
Orleans,  and  from  thence  to  South  America ; not 
only  to  places  on  the  Isthmus,  but  across  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico  to  the  various  ports  on  the  Maine  and  in 
Brazil. 

Such  goods  as  are  thus  transported  not  being  en- 
titled to  a drawback  of  the  duties,  will  perhaps  pre- 
vent so  great  a traffic  as  otherwise  would  take  place, 
were  debentures  allowed  to  be  issued  on  such  as  were 
exported  from  New-Qrleans,  which  had  been  carried 
there,  inland,  from  the  north  eastern  Atlantic  ports. 
But  as  they  are  now  transported,  the  advantage  is  in 
favor  of  the  new  mode  ; most  of  the  articles  which 
are  adapted’  for  t!  ese  markets  pay  twenty-five  per 
cent,  duty,  but  when  exported,  three  and  a half  per 
cent,  is  deducted  from  the  amount  of  duties,  which 
will  not  leave  in  debentures  enough  to  pay  the  insur- 
ance. From  this  single  fact,  it  is  very  obvious  that 
the  facility  of  transportation  should  be  improved  by 
canals  and  good  roads.  When  involved  in  wars, 
the  people  make  exertions  and  discoveries  of  infi- 
nite importance  to  the  nation,  which  are  overlooked 
during  times  of  peace. 

Many  able  speculations  have  been  published  on 
the  immense  benefits  which  would  be  derived  from 
uniting  the  various  waters  of  the  United  States,  and 
bringing  districts  of  the  Union  nearer  each  other  by 
turnpikes.  Mr.  Gallatin,  some  few  years  since,  made 
a most  able  report  to  congress,  which  was  read  and 
forgotten.  The  property  which  has  been  captured 
by  a small  British  privateer  from  ^ova  Scotia  this 
fall,  off  Cape  Cod,  where  she  has  made  two  cruizes 
against  the  coasting  vessels  from  southern  ports* 
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would  more  than  have  made  a canal  from  Bustard’s 
Bay  to  that  of  Barnstable,  for  the  cargoes  are  esti- 
mated at  $ 300,000,  and  would  have  been  saved  b) 
such  a canal. 

I have  taken  the  liberty  of  making  these  remarks 
from  a conviction  that  when  a view  is  dispassionately 
taken  of  the  subject,  the  national  legislature  will  not 
neglect  such  measures  as  shall  tend  to  advance  the 
best  interests  of  their  country.  No  nation  on  the 
globe  is  capable  of  being  so  easily  and  perfectly  ca- 
nalled  as  this.  Our  large  lakes  and  numerous  rivers 
offer  the  means  of  intersecting  every  part  of  the 
country  with  canals.  Public  and  private  land  will 
thereby  be  increased  in  value,  while  employment  will 
be  given  to  a Large  portion  of  the  inhabitants.  Two 
hundred  waggons  for  the  last  three  months  have 
been  in  constant  employ  from  Boston  to  Providence, 
while  before  the  war  there  were  only  two,  which  were 
regular  baggage  waggons. 

You  may,  from  these  facts,  form  some  idea  of  the 
great  advantages  which  must  result  from  internal 
navigation. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem,  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Y.  DEARBORN. 
Honorable  Samuel  L.  JWitchiU. 


Russian  Proclamation. 

(NO  DATE  GIVE*.) 

Russians  ! At  length  the  enemy  of  our  country — 
the  foe  of  its  independence  and  freedom  has  expe- 
rienced a portion  of  that  terrible  vengeance  which 
his  ambitious  and  unprincipled  aggression  has  arous- 
ed. From  the  period  of  his  march  from  Wilna  his 
army  great  in  numbers,  assured  in  valor  and  disci- 
pline, and  elated  at  the  remembrance  of  victories 
gained  in  other  regions,  threatened  not  less  than  the 
entire  subjugation  of  Russia.  The  system  which  we 
had  thought  fit  to  adopt  strengthened  that  confi- 
dence. The  sanguinary  battles  fought  on  his  rout 
and  which  gave  him  temporary  possession  of  Smo- 
lensk, flattered  him  with  all  the  illusions  of  victory. 
He  reached  Moscow,  and  he  believed  himself  invin- 
cible and  invulnerable.  He  now  exulted  in  the  idea 
of  reaping  the  fruit  of  his  toil  of  obtaining  for  his 
soldiers  comfortable  winter  quarters  and  of  sending 
out  thence  next  spring,  fresh  forces  to  ravage  and 
burn  our  cities,  make  captives  of  our  countrymen, 
overthrow  our  laws  and  holy  religion,  and  subject 
every  tiling  to  his  lawless  will.  Vain,  presumptuous 
hope,  insolent,  degrading  menace  ! A population  of 
forty  millions,  attached  to  their  king  and  country, 
and  devoted  to  their  religion  and  laws,  the  least 
brave  man  of  whom  is  superior  to  his  unwilling  con- 
federates and  victims,  cannot  be  conquered  by  any 
heterogeneous  force  which  he  could  muster,  even  of 
treble  its  late  amount. 

Scarcely  had  he  reached  Moscow,  and  attempted 
to  repose  amidst  its  burning  ruins,  when  he  found 
himself  encircled  by  the  bayonets  of  our  troops,  he 
then  too  late  discovered  that  the  possession  of  Mos- 
cow was  not  the  conquest  of  the  kingdom  ; that  his 
temerity  had  led  him  into  a snare — and  that  he  must 
choose  between  retreat  and  annihilation.  He  prefer- 
ed  the  former,  and  behold  the  consequences. 

[Here  follow  the  official  accounts  of  the  defeat  of 
Victor’s  advanced  guard  nnder  Murat,  near  Moscow, 
by  marshal  Muconsoff;  of  the  defeat  of  general  St. 
Cyr  by  marshal  Wittgenstain,  and  the  storming  of 
Polotsk ; of  the  re-occupation  of  Moscow  by  Win- 
zingerode’s  corps,  &c.] 

Russians’  The  Almighty  has  heard  our  wishes 
and  crowned  you  with  success.  Every  where  the 


enemy  is  in  motion  ; his  disorderly  movements  b#“ 
tray  his  apprehensions  ; gladly  would  he  compound 
for  safety;  but  policy  and  justice  alike  demand  tfift 
icmble  infliction.  The  history  of  his  daring  must 
not  be  told  without  the  terrible  catastrophe  by  which 
it  was  attended.  A hundred  thousand  men  sacrific- 
ed to  his  frantic  presumption,  attest  vour  valor  and 
devotion  to  your  country ; and  must  deter  him  from 
a repetition  of  his  impracticable  design.  Much, 
however,  yet  remains  to  be  done,  and  that  is  in  you$ 
power.  Let  the  line  of  his  retreat  be  rendered  me- 
morable by  your  honest  indignation  ; destroy  every- 
thing that  can  be  servicable  to  him,  and  your  com- 
manders have  orders  to  remunerate  you.  Render 
your  bridges,  your  roads  impassable.  In  fine  adopt 
and  execute  the  suggestions  of  a brave,  wise,  and 
patriotic  heart,  and  shew  yourselves  deserving  the 
thanks  of  your  country  and  your  sovereign. 

Should  the  remains  of  the  enemy’s  force  escape  to 
our  imperial  frontiers,  and  attempt  to  winter  there, 
they  must  prepare  themselves  to  encounter  all  the 
rigors  of  the  clime  and  season,  and  the  various  at- 
tacks of  our  troops  : thus  harrassed,  exhausted,  and 
defeated,  he  shall  forever  be  rendered  incapable  ot 
renewing  the  presumptuous  attempt. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER. 


British  Religion. 

The  religion  of  the  British  government,  as  well 
as  its  devotion  to  liberty , has  been  a fruitful  theme 
of  eulogy.  An  orator  in  congress*  is  said  to  have 
sat  down  and  cried,  because  we  were  at  Avar  with 
this  bulwark  of  the  faith — .-.nd  he  spoke  of  the  great 

tilings  it  h;c(l  done  for  religion  in  India. Until 

the  declaratioh  of  war  for  our  seamen  impressed, 
we  never  understood  that  Great  Britain  had  more 
religion  than  other  nations;  but  would  be  glad  to 
believe  it  even  now,  trusting  it  would  lead  her  to 
justice  and  peace. 

That  country  has  been  the  scene  ot  the  most  bit- 
ter persecutions  for  religious  opinion — and  now,  this, 
very  day,  in  January  1813,  the  government  is  less 
tolerant  than  any  other  in  the  civilized  world,  that  of 
the  Brazils , and  the  Spanish  cartes  or  Regency , ex- 
cepted. This  assertion  is  not  rashly  hazarded.  It 
can  be  sustained  by  indisputable  facts;  and  shoulii 
sink  deep  in  the  minds  of  the  pious.  1 repeat  it.-r- 
there  is  no  government  in  Europe,  that  of  Turkey 
and  Spain  excepted,  so  intollerant  as  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  in  religious  affairs.  Volumes  of 
facts,  like  those  mentioned  in  the  note  below,  might 
be  collected  to  shew  the  outrageous  spirit  that  influ- 
ences her  national  church,  without  even  alluding  1® 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ! 

There  is  nothing  more  notorious  than  that  religious 
persecution  \v as  the  great  cause  of  the  rapid  settle- 
ment of  that  portion  of  America  which  now  forma 
the  United  States,  and  particularly  so  of  the  country- 
north  of  the  Potomac.  For  conscience-sake,  our  an- 
cestors left  their  homes  and  crossed  the  trackless, 
ocean,  to  sit  themselves  down  in  the  wilderness, 
among  wild  men  and  wild  beasts,  more  tolerant  than, 
the  national  priests  of  the  old  world.  The  history 
of  the  various  sects  that  inhabit  this  free  country, 
is  continually  interlarded  with  prisons,  dungeons, 
chains,  whip  fangs  and  death — because  they  worsh  ip  - 
ped the  Living  God  according  to  the  dictates  of* 
their  own  hearts ; u;.  thing  else.  The  illustrious 
Penn; j-  the  Solon  of  the  new  world ; and  who,  in  fabu- 

*Mr.  Randolph. 

jit  is  with  pride  that  I acknowledge  my  ancestors, 
were  -fellow remigrants  — Enixog. 


348 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRITISH  RELIGION. 


lous  time;,  would  have  been  regarded  as  a divinity 
for  the  excellency  of  his  institutions ; whose  rule  of 
conduct  was  “peace  upon  earth  and  good  will  to 
mankind,”  did  not  himself  escape  the  lash  of  per- 
secution. With  a patient  and  persevering  spirit, 
and  internally  supported  in  the  mighty  work  before 
him,  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  opened  the  door 
of  friendship  and  hospitality  to  all  peaceable  men, 
of  all  sects  and  persuasions.  The  most  of  the  co- 
lonies were  settled  from  the  same  motives  that  in- 
fluenced that  great  man.  llow  then  is  Ragland  \\\c 
*‘bidwark  of  our  religion  Her  oppressions  planted 
religion  in  America. 

In  page  130,  of  Vol.  I.  of  the  W ee.kxt  Register, 
is  an  exposition  of  the  state  of  the  British  national 
church — to  which  I refer  the  reader  for  many  inte- 
resting particulars,  as  well  as  for  some  remarks  on 
established  religions,  in  general : which,  of  what  na- 
ture or  kind  soever  they  be,  I consider  the  chosen 
curse  of  mankind. 

To  the  British,  as  individuals,  much  credit  is  due 
f >r  their  civil  and  religious  institutions.  Nor  would 
I have  it  supposed' that  while  their  National  church  is 
reprehended,  a censure  is  intended  to  be  cast  on  the 
people  that  adhere  to  it.  The  great  body  of  them  are 
conscientiously  bound  so  to  do;  and  while  we  exer- 
cise the  liberty  of  thinking  for  ourselves,  heaven  for 
bid  that  we  should  refuse  it  to  others.  It  is  with  the 
government  tltat  are  at  war ; and  whose  inconsistencies 
we  have  often  attempted  to  expose.  As  for  instance 
• — we  have  said,  that  while  all  the  national  priests  of 
Great  Britain  were  praying  lustily  for  the  downfall 
of  anti-christ  (as  they  call  the  Pope  and  the  Roman 
catholic  religion)  king  George's  body  guards  were 
stationed  at  Roms  for  the  protection  of  the  “Holy 
Father;”  his  armies  are  fighting  in  Spain , as  thev 
say,  for  the  Catholic  religion,  nay,  for  the  vcv y inqui- 
sition itself — but  it  is  almost  criminal  to  profess  that 
faith  in  Ireland. 

It  is  in  India,  that  British  [governmental]  religion , 
as  well  as  liberty , is  best  elucidated.  Let  us  hear 
the  Rev.  Dr.  C i.  audio's  Buchanan,  author  of  an  admi- 
rable work  called  “ Christian  researches  in  .Asia,”  and 
other  celebrated  tracts.  We  were  often  indistinct- 
ly informed  of  the  things  lie  speaks  of— and  his  tes- 
timony is  true. 

Many  millions  of  the  British  king’s  subjects  -in 
.Isia,  worship  an  idol  called  Juggernaut.  It  is  no 
excuse  that  the  Indians  are  devoted  to  the  obscene 
and  cruel  ceremonies  of  this  modern  Moloch ; for  the 
worship  is  sanctioned  by  the  government  of  India , 
by  law,  and  an  immense  revenue  derived  from  it — 

Thus  are  murder  and  idolatry  legalized.  The  Bri- 
tish are  less  scrupulous  than  the  Jews.  Judas  Iscariot 
would  have  returned  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver ; but 
they  said,  it  was  “the  price  of  blood,”  and  refused 
them. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Dr.  Buchanan's 
journal  of  a tour  to  the  temple  of  this  idol — 

“We  know  that  we  arc  approaching  Juggernaut 
“(and.  yet  we  are  more  than  fifty  miles  from  it)  by  the 
“human  bones  that  we  have  seen  for  some  days  strew- 
‘ ed  in  the  way.”  “This  idol  has  been  justly  called 
“the  Moloch  of  the  present  age,  and  lie  is  justly  so 
“named,  for  the  sacrifices  offered  up  to  him  byseb- 
“devotron  are  not  less  criminal,  perhaps,  hot  less 
“numerous,  than  those  recorded  of  the'  Moloch  of  beunhin 
“Canaan.  The  walls  of  the  temple  are  covered  with 
“indecent  emblems  in  massive  and  durable  sc,u3t>- 
“ture.” 

“The  grand  Hindoo  festival  of  the  Rott  Jattra 
“takes  place  on  the  18th  inst.  when  the  idol  is  .to  be 
“brought  forth  to  the  people.  1 reside  dr.ring  my 
“stay  m the  house  of  James  Hunter,  esq.  the  co  npa - 
“m/’s  collector  of  tax  on  pilgrims"*— “I  have  returned 


“home  from  witnessinga  scene  that  I shad  never  1m- 
“get.  At  12  o’clock  this  day,  it  being  the  great  dav 
“of  the  feast,  the  idol  was  brought  out  of  his  tem- 
ple amidst  the  acclamations  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands. The  throne  of  the  idol  was  placed  on  a car 
sixty  feet  high,  whose  massy  wheels  indented  the 
ground  as  they  turned  slowly  under  the  ponderous, 
“machine.  After  a few  minutes  the  car  stopped,  a-  a! 
“the  worship  began ; a high  priest  pronounced  ob- 
“scene  verses  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  who  respond- 
ed in  the  same  strain  ; a pilgrim  now  announced 
“that  he  was  ready  to  offer  himself  a sacrifice  to  the 
“idol;  belaid  himself  down  before  the  car,  and  was 
“crushed  to  death  by  the  wheels  of  the  tower — and 
“great  numbers  are  annually  sacrificed  in  the  same 
“way !”  ■ 

The  author  minutely  describes  other  horrid  sacri- 
fices and  infamous  scenes,  and  says — “The  charac- 
teristics of  Moloch’s  worship  are  obscenity  and 
“blood.” 

Dr.  Buchanan  gives  an  exact  statement  of  the 
“annual  expenses  of  the  idol  Juggernaut,  presented 
to  the  British  government .”  It  amounts  to  89.61 6 ru- 
pees, or  £8,702  sterling.  “In  the  third  item  (amount- 
ing to  £ 1,250) — the  wages  of  his  servants,  are  includ- 
ed the -wages  of  the  courtezan  s who  are  kept  fjr  the 
service  of  the  temple  /” — “The  temple  of  Juggernaut 
is  under  the  immediate  contrmii of  the  Bnglish  go- 
vernment, who  levy  a tax  on  pilgrims  as  a source  of 
revenue /”  The  official  title  of  the  act  for  the  go- 
vernment of  tli is  temple  is,  regulation  for  levying 

a tax  from  pilgrims  resorting  to  the  temple  of  Jug  her 
naut,  and  for  the  su  peu  in  teni>a  x oe  axb  :m  ax  a ce- 
ment of  the  temple.”  [Here  the  “superintcndance” 
and  “management”  of  the  warship  of  this  idol,  are 
expressly  provided  for] — ami  the  “agreeable  society” 
.(the  aforesaid  Mr  'Hunter  and  the  military  officers 
stationed  there  to  superintend  and  manage  the  mat- 
ter) that  Dr.  Bit chanan  wa s in,  were  so  “accustomed” 
to  the  horrid  scenes  that  he  witnessed,  that  they 
were  little  moved  by  them.  He  further  says — “I  feel 
“it  my  duty  to  state,  that  these  idolaters  arc  our  own 
“subjects ; and  that  every  one  who  can  do  it,  pays  a tri- 
“ bate  to  the  British  government  for  leave  to  worship  this 
t:idol ! Tliis  is  called,  the  revenue  of  the  temple  ; and 
“a  civil  officer,  supported  by  military  force,  is  appoint- 
ed to  collect  the  tax  from  pilgrims  resorting  to  the 
“temple  of  Juggernaut!  Other  temples  in  IlindosCaxt 
“ have  been  long  considered  as  a legitimate  source  of  re~ 
“ venue  /”  There  is  no  parallel  for  this  high  abomi- 
nation in  the  history  of  tlve  Christian  world. 

There  appear  to  be  several  other  similar  temples 
in  Jlindosfan , alike  superintended  and  managed  bv  the 
British  government,  to  raise  a revenue.  One  is  with 
in  eight  miles  of  Calcutta  ! 

For  many  highly  important  particulars  we  refer 
the  reader  to  the  work  itself — which  is  well  worthy 
an  attentive  perusal. 

The  piety  of  certain  people  in  the  Eastern  states 
fitted  out  a religious  mission  to  India.  Two  excel  - 
lent men,  Messrs./udsw*  and  Aewelf, with  their  wives, 
sailed  from  Salem  on  this  laudable  business  in  Febru- 
ary last,  well  fitted  for  the  arduous  duties  before 
them.  They  arrived  safe  in  India — but  the  govern- 
ment immediately  ordered  them  back,  and  the}’  have 
returned  home.  The  revenue  of  Juggernaut  must  not 
hinged  ! 

— Extract  from  the  “Evangelical  Magazine,  for 
Dec.  1811,”  published  in  a London. 

“ Prosecution  according  to  law. — An  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Berks,  held  at  Reading,  Jan. 
16,  1811,  on  the  appeal  of  William  Kent,  against  a 
conviction  of  W.  B.  Price,  esq.  in  the  penalty  of  £21} 
for  teaching  r.nd  praying  in  a meeting  or  convention* 
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held  in  an  uninhabited  house,  in  other  manner  than 
according  to  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England, 
where  live  jxwsous  or  more  were  present. — [We  ex- 
tact this  act  from  a report,  taken  in  short  hand,  by 
Mi-.  Gurney*  and  printed  at  Reading  by  M.  Cowlade 
and  Co.] 

“In  Sept.  1810*  a few  persons  of  the  late  Mr.  Wes- 
ley’s Society,  (commonly  called  Methodists)  living- 
in  the  parish  of  Chtldiy,  Berks,  procured  a house  to 
be  licensed,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  toleration,  which 
was  duly  certified  in  the  registry  of  the  bishop  of 
Salisbury. 

“In  this  house  Mr.  Wesley’s  preachers  attended, 
and  preached  once  every  Sunday  : and,  in  the  morn- 
ing and  evening,  some  of  the  congregation  held  a 
prayer  meeting. 

“On  Sunday,  October  21st, William  Kent,  William 
Franklin,  and  others,  assembled  in  the  evening  for 
prayer  and  singing  hymns.  At  this  meeting-  Marga- 
ret Partridge,  a servant  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Beaver, 
Lawrence  Belcher,  and  John  Burt,  a constable,  and 
others  of  their  party  attended:  but  did  not  join  in 
prayer  by  kneeling-  with  the  rest. 

“In  the  ensuing  week,  the  reverend  Mr.  Beaver  laid 
an  information  before  W.  Price,  Esq.  under  the  Con- 
venticle Act  (of  21  Charles  II.)  against  William 
Kent  and  William  Franklin;  who  were  both  convict- 
ed of  teaching  and  praying,  and  fined  in  a penalty  of 
£ 20  each.  Mr.  Kent  having  refused  to  pay  the  mo 
ney,  a distress  warrant  was  issued  on  the  18th  of 
December,  by  virtue  of  which  John  Buck  distrained 
a house  of  Kent’s,  which  was  sold  by  auction,  Dec. 
24th.  Kent  bought  his  bouse  for  £ 25  which  mo- 
ney he  paid  to  the  constable  ; who,  after  deducting 
expenccs,  returned  to  Kent  the  overplus.” 


: desarts  of  Africa , to  expose  them  to  the  burning 
'sun  and  unwholesome  climate  of  the  interior  of  that 
[country,  and  make  them  fight  his  battles  with  “his 
| majesty”  the  king  of  Congo ; to  die  and  rot  in  a 
I foreign  land,  unpitied  ; far  from  all  the  lieart  holds 
dear,  leaving  their  relatives  in  fearful  uncertainty 
j of  their  horrid  fate  ! 

i Let  Decatur's  toast,  given  at  the  seamen’s  feast 
! at  JScw-York,  be  forever  reiterated,  till  the  practice 
| ceases — it  was, 

FREE  TRADE,  VXD  XO  IMPRESSMENT. 
The  person  of  the  free  citizen  of  America  must  be 
I sacred. 

(Fj'Sce  commodore  Rodgers'  letter,  page  342. 


•“Distressing  Capture/7 

The  public  commisseration  is  highly  excited  by  an 
article  headed  as  above,  now  passing  through  the 
newspapers.  It  appears  that  the  brig  Edwin  of  Sa- 
lem, has  been  captured  by  the  Algerines , and  sent  to 
Algiers , where  the  crew  are  put  at  hard  labor  as 
slaves.  We  are  truly  pleased  to  observe  the  sensi- 
bility of  certain  men  on  this  unfortunate  event ; and 
will  cheerfully  join  them  in  any  exertion  of  force  or 
negociation  to  bring  backFour  tars  to  their  fire-sides 
and  little  ones.  They  must  bg  released — the  American 
will  not  sit  down  contented,  while  eight  or  ten  of  his 
fellow-citizens  are  slaves  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 
though  that  prince  has  legally  declared  war  against 


Divertisment. 

Among  the  means  made  use  of  ad  captandum  vul - 
gus — to  cheat  the  unthinking — the  following  arti- 
cle is  running  its  round  in  a certain  description  of 
j papers  : 

“.1  loan  of  twenty-five  millions , says  Mr.  Stow,  will 
be  wanted  for  the  ensuing  year.  Seventeen  silver 
dollars  weigh  about  one  pound  Avordupois.  Twenty- 
five  millions  weigh  about  1,479,588  pounds  ; and  to 
convey  to  the  public  treasury,  in  silver  coin,  the  sum 
to  be  loaned  for  the  war  expenditures  of  the  ensu- 
ing year,  would  require  seven  hundred  and  thirty -fix  e 
•waggons,  each  bearing  more  than  a ton  weight !” 

Now  it  would  have  been  nothing  but  fair  to  have 
said  that  Jive  millions,  of  the  silm  to  be  borrowed,  was 
designed  to  pay  that  part  of  the  existing  public  debt, 
reimbursable  in  the  course  of  the  year,  with  the  in- 
terest accruing".  See  official  reports,  page  299,  et 
passim.  Therefore  the  calculator  ought; .to  have  im- 
pressed but  588  waggons  to  carry  the  money ! 

In  page  299,  we  have  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury’s estimate  for  the  service  of  the  year  1813.  The 
British  chancellor  of  the  exchequer’s  budget  for 
1812,  consisted  of  the  following-  items,  which  the 
American  war  will  swell  at  least  20  per  cent,  the  pre- 
sent year  ; but  let  us  take  it  as  it  was — 

Navy,  exclusive  of  ordnance  19,702,399 

Arm)',  including  barracks  17,756, 160 

Extraordinaries  5,400,009 

Unprovided  last  year  2,300,009 

Ordnance  5,279,897 

Miscellaneous  2,350,009 

Vote  of  credit  3,200,009 

Sicily  (loan)  400,000 

Portugal  (do.)  2,000,000 


But  bow  is  it  that  we  have  been  so  easy  under  a 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  eight  or  ten  thousand 
(at  least)  of  our  seamen  have  been  made  slaves  by 
the  Dey  of  England , the  British  navy  ? In  what  re- 
spect is  their  state  more  enviable  than  that  of  their 
brethren  in  Algiers  ? The  impressed  sailor  works  as 
hard,  and  for  the  same  pay,  which  is  nothing.  If  he 
will  not  work  he  is  whipped,  just  the  same  as  at  Al- 
giers— or  denied  food,  or  chained,  or  kicked  about 
by  every  puppy  that  pleases  to  shew  his  “magnani- 
mity" and  “religion” -And  “ love  of  liberty ,”  by  abusing 
him.  This  is  not  the  case  at  Algiers  ; for  there  the 
master  of 'the  slaves  is  only  permitted  to  make  the 
“ refractory ” do  “duty"  in  '“his  highness ' service." 
Besides,  the  dey  of  Algiers  will  not  employ  these 
men  to  fight  their  fellow-citizens — he  has  too  much 
honor  for  that.  He  will  merely  detain  them  tiil  peace 
is  restored,  and  return  them  safe  and  sound  (the 
usual  hazards  of  life  excepted)  to  their  country; 
not  mangled  and  torn  to  pieces  by  the  arms  of  his 
enemies.  Great  heaven  ! what  a savage  would  we 
think  him  if  he  were  to  march  these  men  through  the 


Sterling  £ .58,188,456 

To  this  must  be  added  the  interest  of  the  nation- 
al debt,  which  was  about  38  millions — grand  total 
of  expenditures  for  1812,  96,000,900  pounds  sterl- 
ing, equal  to  426,240,000  dollars,  which,  according 
to  the  profound  calculation  made  above,  would  re- 
quire twelve  thousand  fire  hundred  and  ten  waggons 
to  carry  it  to  the  treasury.  And  further,  if  each 
waggon,  with  four  horses,  occupied  only  50  feet,  the 
line  would  reach  one  hundred  and  fourteen  miles. 

Again,  for  the  sake  of  round  numbers,  say  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  Stales  is  50  millions  of  dollars. 
The  public  debt  of  Great  Britain  is  850  millions  of 
pounds  sterling — equal  to  3774  millions  of  dollars. 
Now  to  carry  the  first,  would  require  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy  “wag-gons” — but  to  convey  the  lat- 
ter, one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  two  hundred  ami 
fifty  “waggons”  would  be  wanting — at  50  feet  each, 
they  would  extend  one  thousand  and  thirty  miles  and 
a half. 

Besides,  one  fourth,  at  least,  df  the  laborers  of  G. 
Britain  are  paupers — In  the  United  States,  no  person 
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fobleto  labor  is  necessarily  dependent  on  tlie  public 
bounty.  We  have  really  no  paupers,  but  the  halt, 
the  lame  and  the  blind,  the  aged,  diseased  or  infirm. 


Treasury  Notes. 

We  have  “a  statement  of  3,1 80,000  dollars  in 
Treasury  Notes  sold  to  or  contracted  for  by  sundry 
banks,  previous  to  the  4th  of  December,  1812,  show- 
ihg  the  time  when  the  same  were  sold  or  contracted 
For,  the  days  on  which  they  were  dated,  and  on  which 
their  amount  was  credited,  or  engaged  to  be  credited 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States.”  The  names 
of  the  banks,  with  the  sums  they  have  severally  ob- 
tained, are  as  follows  : 

State  Bank  of  Boston  . . . $400,000 

Manhattan  Company  (N.  Y.)  . 1,01)0,000 

Mechanics  Bank  of  New-York  . . 600000 

T'renton  Bank  ....  30,000 

iBank  of  Pennsylvania  . . . 800,000 

Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  (Phila.)  200,000 
IT n ion  Bank  of  Georgetown  (Col.)  . 50,009 

farmers  Bank  of  Alexandria  . 100,000 


$ 3,180,000 

In  page  ’300,  vol.  if.  of  thte  Weekly  Register,  is 
an  account  of  these  notes.  As  it  was  therein  antici- 
pated, they  are  objects  of  great  desire  by  banks  and 
individuals,  but  particularly  the  former. 


Affairs  in  the  Peninsula. 

Lord  Jf'elhngtonhixs  retreated  to  his  strongholds 
near  Lisbon.  The  chief  part  of  the  peninsula  is  in 
The  actual  possession  of  the  French,  and  nearlj-  the 
whole  of  it  is  abandoned  to  their  mercy.  The  Spa- 
nish force,  however,  has  been  estimated  at  230,000 
men,  including  the  reserve,  and  the  British  at  50,000 
strong — to  wit,  19  regiments  of  cavalry,  73  battalions 
of  infantry,  3 brigades  of  horse  artillery,  2,000  foot 
artillery,  &c.  The  Portuguese  force  is  not  stated  ; 
nor  is  it  much  relied  on.  The  whole  French  troops 
may  be  about  220,000  men,  of  which  JVtasseha  com- 
mands in  ofie  body,  nearly  100,000,  before  whom  lord 
Wellington  made  a retrograde  movement.  Considera- 
ble reinforcements  are  arriving  at  Lisbon  from  Eng-, 
land  ,•  but  a general  apprehension  is  entertained,  un- 
less the  war  in  the  north  should  prove  extremely  dis-v 
astrous  to  the  French , that  they  cannot  much  avail; 
iThe  garrison  of  Burgos , only  3,000  strong,  that  so 
long  resisted  "the  army  of  lord  Wellington,  and  ma- 
terially contributed  to  this  state  of  things,  have 
%'een  honorable  distinguished. 

The  appointment  of  lord  Wellington,  by  the  Spa- 
nish regency,  to  the  command  in  chief  of  all  the  Spa- 
nish forces,  has  greatly  excited  the  jealousy  61  the 
high-minded  I)om.  The  celebrated  chiefs  Cdsfaiios 
and  Bdllast’eros  refused  obedience,  and  have  been  dis- 
missed in  disgrace.  Such  defection  is  rapidly  spread- 
ing among  the  nobles  ; the  cdtiftii'on  people  ate  hearti- 
ly tired  of  the  war,  and  the  spirit  of  resistance  de- 
hays  as  the  prospect  of  success  Is  blunted.  -It  tfp- 
%ears,  From  many  articles  permitted  to  appear  -in  the 
‘^Bi-itish  papers,  that  the  government  of  the  regency 
■&'v£ry  unpopular,  and  that  the  Spanish  pttiple  are 
ignore  injured  by  their  own  Armies  •than  those  of  the 
jtr&rich.  The  ChteHlfiis  are  particulafly  veXiitioUsto 
*ftie  ^peasantry,  and  the  Ehglish'piiy  for  whtft  they 
Ititke  in  paper,  -which  the  -people  cilnnbt  believe  to  be 
Thohey.  Tt  is  expected  that  Cadiz  will  again  betn- 
"Vesteil ; ahdhidefed  the  speedy  issue  of  the  contest 
un  -SptMh  and  PftrtofgiU  depends  oh  The  teal-  -state  of 
thing#  between — 


France  and  Russia. 

The  emperor  Alexander  appears  determined  to 
prosecute  the  war  to  the  very  last  extremity.  lie  i> 
a man  of  great  spirit,  and  perhaps  the  most  amiable 
sovereign  in  Europe,  if  not  the  most  wise.  Ail  his 
public  acts  (see  his  proclamation,  page  347)  bear  the 
most  inflexible  determination  to  repel,  to  harrass  and 
destroy  his  enemy.  We  know  not  how  to  believe  the 
London  papers.  So  much  depends  upon  the  public  feel- 
ing of  the  moment,  and  on  the  “money  changers,”  and 
dealers  in  stocks,  that  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  winnow 
the  wheat  from  the  chaff  that  fills  the  British  jour- 
nals. For  instance,  they  (i.  e.  the  London  news-pa- 
pers) took  2,500  prisoners  at  Queenston,  or  about 
double  the  number  of  Americans  that  passed  over  ! 
But,  it  appears  from  these  papers,  that  Bonaparte 
had  lost  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  by  famine 
and  disease,  more  than  200,000  men  since  lie  enter- 
ed Russia — that  about  300  pieces  of  cannon  had  been 
taken  from  him  ; that,  in  short,  his  army  was  cut 
up,  and  the  mere  shreds  of  it  surrounded  at  Smo- 
lensk, his  retreat  being*  cut  off  by  powerful  armies. 
The  details  are  very  long  and  interesting ; and  it 
seems  unquestionable  that  the  French  emperor  has 
been  greatly  embarrassed  in  his  movements,  though 
not  to  the  extent  quoted.  The  29th  bulletin  is  dat- 
ed at  Smolensk,  the  11th  November,  wrhich  is  as  late 
as  any  other  accounts  we  have  of  him.  The  language 
of  this  bulletin  is  by  no  means  desponding — on  the 
contrary,  it  is  as  much  puffed  up  with  victory  as  the 
Avglo-Itussiah  accounts,  and  is  of  a later  date  than 
any  event  noticed  in  the  details  by  way  of  England 
l1  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  French  bulletins  have 
been  remarkable  correct  in  their  essential  particu- 
lars. 

The  Ijbndon  papers  further  say,  that  lord  Walpole 
had  left  St.  Petersburg  on  a secret  mission  to  the 
frontier  of  Austria,  to  open  a negociation  with  the 
leaders  of  the  Austrian  armies.  They  also  state, 
that  Alexander  has  issued  a manifesto  in  which  he 
solemnly  retracts  all  his  former  acknowledgments 
of  Bonaparte  as  emperor  of  France,  fcc. — saying  that 
he  will  never  make  peace  with  that  country  while 
such  a villain  rules  it. 

Such  are  the  reports  of  the  facts*-*-and  the  rcade**, 
from  seeing  the  details  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day, 
will  form  his  own  conclusions. 


A knitting  of  the  Bonds. 

I heard  a venerable  citizen  of  Philadelphia  once 
say,  that  having  occasion  in  early  life  to  proceed  as 
far  westward  as  the  Susquehanna,  where  Rarrishurg 
now  stands,  lie  (<kepi  up  his  horse  for  several  -oeeks” 
in  anticipation  of  that  journey  to  the  back  ivoods. — 
At  that  time,  the  great  states  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and 
Tennessee  were  untrodden  by  the  foot  of  a white 
man.  I myself,  though  about  35  years  old,  can 
perfectly  recollect  When  an  emigration  to  “ Red  stone 
settlement”  in  Pennsylvania  was  thought  a more  des- 
perate undertaking  than  a Voyage  to  the  Alissburi, 
is  considered  now. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  most  earnestly  invit- 
ed to  Mr.  Dearborn's  letter  (page346)  on  intednal 
iuivig&tioh.  To  aid  the  imagination  to  -estimate  the 
unbounded  advantages  our  country  ‘presents  to  the 
elite:  prize  of  oiit*  people,  as  well  as  to  provoke  a 
Spirit  Of  improvement,  the  admirable  report  of  Mr. 
Gallatin, on  uroads,  bi iilges- and ’ shall  be  reviv- 
ed in  the  Register. 

These  little  notices  occurred^  On  observing  in  a 
paper  published  at  tfaneSviUe^'a-way -at  Zanesville 
in  the  state  of  Ohio  >”  an  advertisement  in  which  the 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER PERPETtAL  MOTION. 


n 


btnic  /ft'tuskihgwh  informs  the  public,  that  drafts 
On  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  may  be  had  at  a pre- 
mium of  one  half  per  cent . 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

% SENATE. 

Monday , fan.  25. — The  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force,  was  read  a 
'third  time  and  passed  by  the  following*  vote  : 

. For  tlic  bill — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ohio 
Campbell  ofTenn.  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Galliard,  Howell,, 
Mkgrudcr,  Posey,  Reed.  Robison,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnuin,  Worthington— 20. 

Against  the  bill— Messrs.  Bayard,  Braille)-,  Dana,  Giles,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  ot 
^4d — 14. 

HOUSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday,  January  22.-— The  report  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Barney 
jptd  Stephen  Kingston,  being*  rejected,  53  to  40 — Mr. 
Roberts  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was; 
carried : 

Resolved,  That  any  right  or  claim  of  the  U.  States 
to  British  property  which  may  have  been  captured 
by  American  privateers,  arising  from  forfeitures  un- 
der any  provisions  of  the  non-importation  acts,  ought 
'to  be  relinquished  to  the  captors. — Carried. 

This  resolution,  being  reported  to  the  house  by 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  was  confirmed  by  ayes 
and  noes-=»61  to  47. 

message  ivas  received  from  the  president — see  342- 

Saturday , Jan.  23.— Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a 
petition  of  the  legislature  of  the  'Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, praying'the  loan  of  a certain  quantity  of  mus- 
kets. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  naval  committee,  reported 
a bill  regulating  pensions~and  also  a bill  to  com- 
pensate the  officers  and  crew  of  tile  Co?istiiution  for 
destroying  the  Guerriere. 

The  bill  for  the  loan  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Bigelo-uf  after  a long  speech  against  the  war, 
&c.  moved  to  strike  out  /he  first  section  of  the  bill  / 
Lost — only  23  voting  with  him. 

Mr.  Cheves  moved  that  the  first  blank  shduld  be 
filled  with  the  words  si.tteen  millions ; after  which 
lie  entered  into  and  laid  before  the  house  the  follow- 
ing statements : 

EXPENSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1813— TO  RE  PROVIDED  FOR. 
1st.  For  the  civil  list,  including  domestic  and  foreign 

expenses  .....  1,582, 6ftl  13 

|jl.  The  public  debt  . . . . . 8,000,000 

fell-  Military  establishment— Regular  . 15,205,375 

Militia,  volunteers  and  twelve-months 
men  under  fast  act  • • 6,000,000 

, 21,205,370 

At  the  regular  army  will  probably  not 
be  completed  within  the  yehr,  de- 
duct on  that  account  . . 2,000,000 

v Which  leaves  the  fuH  amount  for  the  army  10,205,375 
»th.  Indian  department  ....  185,000 

Naval  department  . . . 7,625,108  87 

As  this  includes  a provision  for  200 
gun  boats,  of  which  it  is  probable 
not  more  than  two-thirds  will  be  em- 
ployed, deduct  . . . 1,000,000 

Remains  for  the  whole  naval  establishment  6,626,108 

Contingent  Expenses  ....  450,825 


The  question  was  then  taken  oh  filling  up  the  blank 
with  16  millions,  and  carried.  Several  motions  were 
made  to  defeat  or  embarrass  the  bill,  and  promptly 
rejected.  This  being- done,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

Monday , Jan.  25. — The  bill  from  the  senate  sup- 
plementary to  the  law  for  calling-  out  the  militia,  be. 
as  amended  by  this  house,  wusTeud  a third  time  an& 
passed. 

The  loan  bill  was  again  taken  up  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  after  some  unimportant  amend- 
ments ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  house  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  senate 
to  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force  for 
one  year. 

[The  amendment  requires  the  concurrence  of  the 
senate  in  all  apointments  which  shall  be  made  under 
it,  during  the  time  that  body  is  in  session.]) 

Mr.  Williams  having  stated  the  entire  concurrence 
of  the  military  committee  in  this  amendment,  it  was 
adopted  without  a division 

't  uesday,  Jan  26. — The  engrossed  bill  authorizing 
a loan  of  sixteen  millions  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1813,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed,  after  speech- 
es from  Messrs.  Gold  and  Pitkin  against  it.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Bacon,  Bart?, 
Bassett,  Bibb,  Blackledgc,  Brown,  Burwell, Butler,  Calhoun,  Can* 
Cheves,  Cochran,  Clopton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Davis,  DaW- 
son,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Finley,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Johnson, 
Kent,  King,  Lacock,  Little,  Lvle,  Moore,  M’Cov,  M’Kim,  Mitehill, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Orms’by,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Pond,  Ringgold,  Rea,  Robertson,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sawye**, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stow,  Strong,  Taliaferro, 
Troup,  Turner,  Wliitehill,  Widgery,  Wright— 72. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Baker,  Bigelow,  Blecker,  Boyd,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Champion,  Cliittenden,  Cook,  Davenport,  Ely,  Eruott, 
Fitch,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Gray,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Lewis,  M’Bride., 
Milnor,  Mosely,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quineev,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgely, 
Sammons,  Sheffey,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Talliuadge,  Tallman , 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilson— 38. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Ifrr.  Cheves,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill,  reported 
bv  the  comm  ittee  .of  ways  and  means,  “ authorising 
the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the. 
year  1813.” 

The  bill  havingbeen  read  through  by  sections,  and 
no  objection  having  been  made  thereto,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  hill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  -a  third 
reading  without  a division. 

Wednesday , Jan.  27. — The  hill  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  Notes  for  the  year  1813,  was  pas- 
sed— ayes  79,  nays  41. 

After  a variety  of  remarks  by  ^Messrs.  Randolph,, 
Blackledge,  Rhea,  and  Wright,  a resolution  was 
agreed  to,  calling  on  the  president  for  a list  of  per- 
sons holding*  office  or  employment  of  a public  nature 
under  the  United  States. 


~ . dols.  36,000,000 

To  meet  these  demands,  Mr.  CfllPes  stated 
Tlie  revenue  at  . . . ‘12,000,000 

A payment  in  1813  on  account  of  1812  2,000,000 

Balance  jn,  the  treasury,  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1813  . - ' . . 4,000,00.0 

From  which  deduct  . . 1,000,000 

Leaves  unappropriated  in  the 
treasury  on  the  1st  Jan.  . . 3,000,000 

Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  . . 5,000,000 

The  proposed  loan  . * . 16 ,006 ,000 

33,000,000 

*iRnhich 


Inch  makes  a surplus,  reservMmi  con- 
sideration of  disappointments  iifthe  , 


loan,  of 


2,000,600 


Perpetual  Motion. 

Having  taken  a very  active  part  in  the  discussions 
which  have*  arisen  out  of  the  machine  invented  by- 
Mr.  Readheffer,  we  shall  continue  to  -inform  our 
readers  on  the  subject,  whenever  any  new  circum- 
stance arises  that  may  interest  the  public  on  the 
subject. 

In  conformity  with  the  intjmation  made  by  the 
legislature  of  this  state,  to  Mr.- Readheffer,  thatt'a 
committee  was  appointed  to  examine  his-  machirfe 
and  report  upon  it,  Mr.  Readheffer,  through  the 
hands  of  the  editor  of  this  paper,  signified  by  letter 
to  the  committee,  that  it  would  be  for;  their  inspeo 
tion  on  Thursday  last,  the  21st  inst,  Prior  to  that 
'day,  however,  he  signified  that  itVould  not  beTuikw- 
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hie  or  convenient  for  him  to  present  it  on  that  day 
to  the  committee  ; and  on  Friday  last  he  signified  to 
two  of  the  members,  that  he  had  determined  not  to 
exhibit  it  to  them  a.t  all. 

TJiis  extraordinary  conduct  has  with  too  much 
reason  excited  serious  doubts  as  to  the  reality  of  the 
discovery  ; and  the  committee  have  made  their  re- 
port to  this  effect  to  the  legislature. 

The  editor  feels  that  it  is  due  to  himself  and  to 
the  public  to  "state,  that  lie  has  for  two  successive 
days  attended  to  the  examination  of  the  machine,  in 
Company  with  a considerable  number  of  ' respectable 
’niillrights,  and  others  conversant  in  machinery,  and 
examined  every  part  of  the  machine,  taken  it  to 
pieces,  arid  put  it  together  again,  and  without  dis- 
covering any  tiling  which  could  lead  to  a belief  that 
that  there  was  any  thing  in  it  concealed.  His  refu- 
sal to  exhibit  the  machine,  as  he  had  promised, 
though  it  does  not  prove  any  deception  in  the  ma- 
chine, is  nevertheless  too  mysterious  and  unreasona- 
ble to  assure  confidence,  and  unless  explained  in  an 
open  and  unequivocal  manner,  must  shake  the  judg- 
ment of  those  who  felt  the  greatest  gratification  in 
the  belief  of  its  reality.  (~ Aurora,. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Baltimore  Jan.  30 — There  has  been  great  irregu- 
rity  in  the  mails  for  some  days  past : several  are  due. 

Mr.  Harlow  left  Paris  on  the  18th  of  October  for 
Wilna — he  arrived  at  Frankfort,  144  leagues,  in  three 
days  and  three  nights.  It  is  beyond  a doubt  that 
something  very  important  is  anticipated.  He  goes  at 
the  particular  request  oi  the  emperor. 

The  Spaniards  and  Algerines  have  arranged  their 
differences,  through  the  interference  of  their  mutual 
friend  and  ally.  Great  Britain. 

'Hie  plague  is  raging  with  great  violence  at  Con- 
stantinople— the  deaths  are  said  to  be  a thousand 
daily. 

A late  London  paper  says,  that  gold  from  England, 
principally  in  the  form  of  guineas,  was  received  in 
one  French  port  within  the  last  few  months,  to  the 
value  of  fifteen  millions  of  livers.  A guinea  is  a rarity 
in  England.  It  may  be  literally  said,  they  are  out  of 
circulation. 

Catholic  Claims — The  question  of  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, says  a London  paper,  was  again  agitated  in 
the  University,  when  petitions  to  both  houses  of  par- 
liament, in  opposition  to  the  claims,  were  after  a 
severe  contest,  carried. 

Loxdox,  Dec  10. 

Price  of  stocks — 3 per  cent.  Cons.  3 per  cent.  Red. 
58  1-8  3 8 8 7 8 59;  4 per  cents.  74  7-8  75  ; 5 
per  cent,  shut ; Bank  Stock  213  ; exchange  bills 
(3-  l-4d)  par-;  Omnium  7 7-8  pm.  Consols  for  Jan. 
61  1 2 1 4 68  18  14. 

Revolution  in  Mexico.  On  Ithe  14th  November, 
col.  M*Gee,  with  1000  men,  in  fine  health  and  spirits, 
was  at  Labade,  a fortified  town,  15  leagues  of  east 
Matagorda',  which  place  lie  took  after  a feeble  resis- 
tance. The  force  was  about  to  move  forward.  The  pa- 
triot general  Ryan,  it  is  understood,  still  maintains 
himself  near  the  city  of  lexica,  with  every  pros- 
pect of  complete  success. 

Gold  Leaf. — We  notice  several  manufactures  of 
gold  leaf,  perhaps  equal  to  the  consumption  of  the 
United  States.  So  -we  go  on. 

Jesse  Bledsoe , Esq.  has  been  elected  a senator  of 
the  United  States  from  Kentucky,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Tope.  The  votes  are 

Fo‘r  Jesse  Bledsoe  ...  56 

Stephen  Ormsby  . . 51 

We  made  an  error  in  our  statement  of  the  Mew- 
Jersey  election  umur  last  Messrs,.  Condit,  Ward, 


Huffy,  Cox,  Schureman  and  Stockton,  are  elected  to 
the  13th  congress.  The  two  first  are  republican 
“war  men” — the  third  is  a republican  “peace  man,” 
and  the  three  last  federalists— by  which  class  of  po- 
liticians Mr.  Hvfty , (it  is  proper  to  observe)  was 
elected. 

Legislature  of  new-iohk— Tuesday,  Jan.  12. — 
In  the  house  of  assembly  the  votes  on  appointing  the 
council  of  appointment  stood  thus  : 

For  the  federal  ticket — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allen, 
D.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bacon,  Barker,  Beebe,  Beadle, 
Benjamin,  Bogardus,  Bryan,  Cady,  Carman,  J.  Car- 
penter, 'I'.  Carpenter,  E.  Clark,  Cox,  Crafts,  Dodge, 
Douglass,  Fleet,  Gibbons,  Griffin,  Hatfield*  Hender- 
son, Henry,  Hoffman,  Huntington,  J.  Hyde,  Janes, 
Jones,  Kissam,  Lay,  Lorillard,  M.  Yean,  A.  Olmsted, 
J.  Olmsted,  E.  Russell,  Sebringv  Sheldon,  Shurtleff, 
Jas.  Smith,  Steel,  Stevens,  Townsend,  Van  Horne, 
Van  Vechten,  M.  Wheeler,  £.  Williams — 50. 

For  the  republican  ticket-r— Messrs.  Beecher,  B. 
Clark,  Coddington,  Collins,  Combs,  Craig,  Dill, 
Graves,  Guvon,  Hardenbergh,  Hickok,  Holmes, 
Howell,  C.  Hyde,  Jansen,  Ludlow,  M‘Call,  M'Lean, 
A.  Miller,  Nash,  Prior,  Satterlee,  Sears,  C.  Smith, 
Southerland.  Taylor  Teeplec,  Thompson,  Vander- 
veer,  Van  Orden,  Wakely,  Wassen,  C.  Wheeler,  J. 
Wheeler,  J.  Williams — 35. 

The  gentlemen  appointed  are  Messrs.  James  Platt 
(western  dist.)  John  Stems , (Eastern)  John  W.  Wil- 
kin, (middle)  Peter  W.  R adcl iff,  (southern). 

“The  Schuylkill  navigation  company”  propose  to 
open  a safe  and  easy  communication  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Reading,  for  vessels  of  30  tons,  by  means  of 
dams  and  locks,  for  which  they  expect  a toll  of  50 
cents  on  each  vessel. 


Military  Mortuary. 

“O  pity  ! if  thy  holy  teal*, 

“Immortal,  decks  the  wing  of  time, 

“’Tis  when  the  soldier’s  honor’d  bier 
“Demands  the  glittering  drop  sublime: 

“For  who,  from  busy  life  remov’d 
“Such  glorious,  dang’rous  toil  has  prov’d 
“As  he,  who,  on  the  embattled  plain, 

“Lies,  nobly  slain.” 

Died — On  the  18th  ult.  in  the  battle  of  Massissjfi- 
ewa,  captain  Bexoxi  Fierce,  of  the  Zanesville  dra- 
goons. He  was  a volunteer,  a soldier — and  a brave  and 
good  one.  He  felt  his  country’s  wrongs  ; and  he 
cheerfully  forsook  the  ease  and  enjoyments  of  do- 
mestic life,  for  the  perilous  and  bloody  field  of 
Mars.  But  he  has  not  gone  without  his  fame.  He 
fell  on  the  bed  of  honor,  and  maintained,  even  in  his 
last  moments,  the  noble  character  of  an  Ohio  volun- 
teer. The  sincere  regret,  which  all  who  knew  him, 
express  for  his  fate,  is  the  best  evidence  of  his  merit 
— and  the  sincerest  tribute  of  respect  and  gratitude, 
which  can  be  paid  to  liis  memory. 

Pied—  at  Buffalo  on  the  7th  ult.  Alexander  Sis" 
sox,  sailing  master  in  the  United  States  navy,  about 
30  years  of  age  ; of  a wound  he  received  on  the  night 
of  27th  November,  in  an  attack  on  the  British  shore 
opposite  Black  Rock.  He  was  a brave,  valuable,  and 
meritorious  officer.  His  death  is  not  only  lamented, 
but  sincerely  regretted  by  his  commanding  and  bro- 
ther officers. 

He  was  interred  in  the  public  burying  ground,  on 
the  9th,  with  military  and  masonic  honors.  We 
seldom  witness  a funeral  so  numerously  attended. 
Every  soldier  and  citizen  seemed  to  be  inspired  with 
a deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  brave  tars,  who 
have  rendered  such  gallant  and  distinguished  service 
to  their  country  on  this  frontier,  arid  oi  whom  the  de- 
ceased stood  amongst  the  most  conspicuous.  . 
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Appendix  to  the  Register. 

In  the  222nd  page  of  the  present  volume,  the  edi- 
tor promised  his  punctual  patrons  (that  as  those  who 
had  paid,  or  should  promptly  pay,  the  first  year's 
subscription*)  a free  gift  of  gratitude,  in  a valu- 
able APPENDIX,  to  issue  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  termination  of  that  volume,  which  finishes  with 
the  last  Saturday  in  this  month.  It  was  further  stat- 
ed that  this  appendix  should  contain  as  much  useful 
matter  “as  in  common  book  form  would  sell  for  half 
the  price  of  the  volume  itself,”  and  so  it  shall.  For 
it  is  confidently  believed  that  those  who  really  patro- 
nised the  editor  the  last  year,  will  not  be  remiss  on 
the  ensuing  occasion,  and  thereby  enable  and  encou- 
rage him  to  bear  the  heavy  extra  expense. 

But  be  it  clearly  understood,  that  to  those  who 
have  received  the  paper  from  the  commencement 
and  not  paid  a cent  for  it,  this  appendix  will  not  is- 
sue : and,  as  a reduced  number  will  be  printed,itmu  t 
remain  uncertain  whether  they  can  ever  obtain  it,  if 
they  neglect  to  forward,  immediately  (before  it  is 
put  to  press)  their  last  and  present  year's  subscrip- 
tions together — say  $10.  The  paper  will  be  also  sus- 
pended (at  least)  to  those  who  neglect  this  notice.  If 
in  this  indispensable  procedure,  any  mistakes  should 
arise,  the  editor  before -hand  entreats  the  charity  of 
his  /mends. 

Since  this  time  the  last  year  the  Register  has  ob- 
tained more  than  one  thousand  new  subscribers ,* — 
among  whom  are  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
personag'es  of  our  country,  of  all  the  various  parties 
that  chequer  its  political  character.  And  such  is  the 
demand  for  the  early  volumes,  that  I will  cheerfully 
release  any  reluctant  subscriber  from  the  engage- 
ment he  made  to  pay  for  them,  on  delivering  to  me 
a perfect  set,  anytime  before  the  first  day  of  March 
next. 

There  are  yet  on  hand  a few  (and  but  very  few) 
complete  files.  If  any  should  remain  after  the  first 
of  March,  fifteen  dollars  must  be  paid  to  obtain 
them — which  is,  $7  50  cts.  for  the  volumes  that 
have  been  published,  $7  50  in  advance,  for  the  three 
volumes  to  be  published.  Until  then,  they  may  be 
had  for  $10,  being  the  payment  for  the  two  first 
years  of  the  work. 

This  notice  is  published,  chiefly  to  correct  a mis- 
conception of  the  editor’s  meaning ; owing,  perhaps, 
to  a literal  error  in  the  notice  page  222  ; where,  in 
the  6th  line  of  the  second  column,  the  “second  vo- 
lume” is  mentioned  instead  of  the  third . 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

House  of  Delegates — Tuesday , Dec.  24. 

.(COKTIXUDED  FROM  PAGE  322.) 

Your  committee  further  find,  that  no  attention  was  paid  to  the 
preservation  of  the  house  and  property  thus  abandoned)  but  that  a 
lyw  men  were  suffered,  during'  the  day,  to  he  actively  engaged  in 
doing  every  possible  injury  to  the  same.  Federalists  deemed  them- 

* It  will  be  observed,  that  these  allusions  only  ap- 
ply to  the  subscribers  who  began  with  the  work.  The 
appendix,  will,  of  course,  be  sent  to  those  who  sub- 
scribed since,  as  a part  of  the  volume.  i 
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selves  insecure  from  a conviction,  arising  from  past  occurrences, 
that  the  civil  power  was  too  feeble  for  their  protection,  and  that 
the  military  were  unwilling  to  rally  around  the  judiciary  when 
the  object  was  either  the  security  of  their  persons  or  property,  fied 
in  every  direction.  No  exertions  were  made  to  arrest  the  disturb* 
ers,  and  they  assumed  to  themselves  the  sovereign  power  ofeon- 
troling  the  government  of  the  United  States,  by  regulating  the 
concerns  of  the  Post-Office.  They  assembled  with  a view  to  the 
demolition  of  the  office,  in  order  to  collect  and  destroy  the  papers 
o*  the  Federal  Republican,  transmitted  by  mail  to  subscribers  in 
the  city.  The  activity  of  Mr.  Burrel,  of  the  post-office,  discovered 
the  combination,  and  with  promptitude  communicated  to  the  may- 
or and  brigadier-genera!  the  grounds  of  his  belief.  They  became 
dt  last  convinced  of  the  fact,  which  the  experience  of  all  countries 
had  proved,  that  the  mobs  of  popular  cities  can  only  be  restrained 
an.,  overawed  by  the  application  of  an  efficient  force  ; and  thege*- 
neral  without  any  written  requisition,  hut  upon  assurances  that 
any  should  be  given  thereafter  which  the  result  of  his  opposition 
might  require,  ordered  out  the  whole  of  his  brigade,  at  the  lnad  of 
w hich  he  appeared,  as  became  a military  chief.  A distribution  of 
ball  took  place  and  every  preparation  was  made,  evidencing  a deter- 
mination to  dispers'  the*  tumultuous.  But  even  here,  surrounded 
with  the  military,  the  civil  power  did  not  abandon  the  same  wretch- 
ed system  of  concession  and  conciliation  ; for  it  appears  to  your 
commjtt'  e,thai  upo  tiemanifi -station  of  a spirit  of  imuhordinatioit 
among  some  ofthe  military,  the  mayor  proposed  to  the  post-master 
to  deliver  up  the  Federal  Republican  papers  to  be  carried  to  the 
the  dwelling  ofthe  mayor,  with  a solemn  assurance  to  the  tnob, 
that  they  should  be  returned  in  the  morning  by  the  mail  to  Wash- 
ington. The  pOst-master  stated  the  embarrassments  arising  from 
the  nature  of  his  official  duties  ; and  upon  a consultation  at  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Burrel,  the  proposition  was  abandoned. and  a re- 
solution  adopted  to  protect  the  establishment.  Before  which,  the 
mayor  avowed  a determined  resolution  to  protect  the  office,  but  at 
the  same  time  to  allay  the  irritation  of  a portion  ofthe  militia  Who 
complained  of  their  being  called  out  for  the  protection  of  the 
Federal  Republican,  he  stated,  “You  are  not  assembled  to  protect 
the  paper ; you  are  marched  here  to  protect  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  support  the  laws.  I,  myself,  would  draw  my 
sword,  and  head  my  fellow  citizens,  to  put  down  that  establish- 
ment.” An  order  from  the  colonel,  and  the  voluntary  charge  by 
two  of  the  horse,  dispersed  the  rioters.  , For  many  successive 
nights  a military  guard  was  stationed  ; a determination  was  ma- 
nifested that  the  peace  ofthe  city  should  be  preserved,  and  it  pro- 
duced the  effect.  The  grand  jury,  in  its  regular  course,  investi- 
gated the  subject  and  presented  some  of  those  engaged  in  the  mur- 
der and  riots.  They  were  arrested  and  committed  to  prison; — 
threats  of  rescue  were  made ; a military  force  w as  stationed  dur- 
ing the  night  at  the  prison,  and  artillery  planted  in  the  hall  of 
the  gaol.  These  operations  were  attended  with  an  uniform  result, 
establishing  incontrovertibly,  that  the  course  of  forbearance 
and  concession  selected  by  those  charged  with  the  preservation  of 
the  peace  of  the  city,  was  productive  of  no  other  effect  than  to  em- 
bolden the  wicked.  The  trials  took  place : the  first  of  them  exhi- 
bited a temper  in  the  jury  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  object  of 
criminal  jurisprudence,  the  punishment  of  the  guilty. — The  attor- 
ney general  of  Maryland  frequently  declared  his  belief  that  no 
conviction  against  the  offenders  could  he  had;  and  stiff  omitted  to 
enter  a suggestion  on  the  record  tliat  the  state  could  not  have  a 
fair  trial,  and  to  pray  that  the  records  might  be  transmitted  to  an- 
other county.  An  universal  acquittal  of  the  most  blood  thirsty 
ensued;  ami  the  melancholy  apprehension  is  now  entertained  that 
the  wicked  have  nothing  there  to  fear  from  thdt retributive  justice 
of  the  state. 

Your  comihittee  further  find,  that  the  ordinary  pow  er  wi’h  which 
the  magistrates  are  invested  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  ofthe 
city,  was  in  no  instance,  except  as  stated  by  your  committee,  called 
into  action  ; that  the  constables  are  corrupt,  and  exercise  an  undue 
influence  over  the  magistracy;  that  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  general  gaol  delivery  is  conducted  in  a manner  inconsistent 
with  the  dignity  due  to  a tribunal  invested  with  sucli  extensive 
power. 

Your  committee  find,  that  during  the  morning  of  the  23th  of 
July,  John  Montgomery,  esq.  did,  in  order  to  prevent  the  firing 
of  the  cannon  levelled  at  the  house,  make  use  oi  every  exertion,  ar.d 
encountered  great  danger,  and  that  during  these  agitations,  fre- 
quent meetings  ofthe  most  respectable  citizens  of  both  parties  were 
convened  by  the  mayor,  in  order  to  concert  some  plan  of  operations 
to  insure  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  which  uniformly  resulted  on- 
ly in  recommendations  to  the  turbulent  to  forbear  and  reeom- 
mendinga  proclamation,  to  be  signed  by  the  magistracy,  calling  oa 
the  peace-officers  to  lie  vigilant  in  the  preservation  of  order* 

Your  committee  have  presented  to  your  consideration  the  causes 
and  extent  ofthe  late  riots.  They  now  will  submit  to  you  an  ex- 
pression of  their  opinion,  formed  upon  a dispassionate  examination 
ofthe  testimony,  “as  to  tire  conduct  ofthe  civil  and  military  offi- 
cers in  relation  thereto.”  It  is  the  opinion  of  jour  committee,  that 
during  all  the  agitations  which  have  convulsed  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
Edward  Johnson,  esq.  did  everything  which  could  he  required  of  him 
as  a private  citizen  ; but  thej  have  to  regret,  that,  as  maj  or,  charged 
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■with  the  preservation  of  the  quiet  of  the  city,  his  forbearance  ami 
indisposition  to  resort  to  the  ordinary  powers  of  coercion,  with 
which  he  was  invested,  against  the  turbulent  and  wicked,  was  so 
distinguished  as  to  encourage  a belief  that  he  connived  at  and  ap- 
probated their  excesses.  That  he  was  guilty  of  a most  reprehensi- 
ble indiscretion,  when  he  used  to  the  refractory  militia  intemperate 
language  against  the  Federal  Republican,  the  inevitable  e fleet  o 1 
\vJut4i  w as  to  sanction  and  excite,  by  his  weight  of  character,  the 
popular  excesses  against  the  same.  That  w hen  he,  at  the  post-of- 
fice, surrounded  with  the  military  and  his  political frieiuls, submitted 
aproposuiov,  the  object  of  which  was  to  ensure  the  triumph  of  the  if 
legal  combinations  oi'the  mob.  h ; evidenced  a timidity  and  a want  of 
juogtnent  irresistibly  inducing  a belief  of  his  unfitness  f<  r the  station 
which  he  filled.  That  this  course  ot  forbearance  united  with  life 
wicked  inertness  of  the  magistracy,  and  deplorable  corruption  ot 
the  constables,  nurtured  and  gave  maturity  to  that  horrid  spirit  of 
licentiousness,  which  terminated  in  the  tragical  and  lawless  events 
detailed  by  your  committee. 

That  gen.  Strieker, aware  of  the  ferocious  and  blood  thirsty  tem- 
per of  the  mob,  who  were  eternally  vociferating  ‘'blood  lor  blood,” 
dod  seeking  to  satiate  their  vengeance  by  the  instrumentality  of  a 
field  piece  levelled  at  the  house,  most  w'oftilJy  failed  to  gratify  the 
spirit  of  die  requisition  made  on  him  by  the  civil  powers  when  lie 
issued  to  major  Barney,  orders  not  calculated  to  ensure  the  return 
of  order  and  peace,  by  enforcing  the  dispersal  of  those  w ho  were 
violating  both. 

That  major  Barney  erred,  when  (although  tied  down  by  his  or- 
ders, and  evidencing  every  disposition  to  prevent  the  effusion  of 
blood  and  allay  the  violence  of  the  mob)  instead  of  preserving  a dig- 
nified stand,  such  as  became  a soldier,  he  so  conducted  himself  as  to 
banish  that  awe  and  apprehension  which  the  presence  of  an  armed 
cavalry  naturally  inspires.  That  his  pledge  to  the  mob,  that  none 
ofthosg in  the  house. should  escape,  was  calculated  to  give  all  that 
confirmation  which  would  necessarily  result  from  the  expression  of 
his  opinion,  that  thegentlemen  in  the  house  were- the  aggressors, 
and  the  mob,  of  course,  were  justified  in  their  horrid  outrages.  That 
gen.  Strieker,  knowing, as  he  did,  that,  a portion  of  iiis  brigade  ma- 
nifested a spirit  incompatible  w ith  the  gratification  of  any  military 
order,  wiiich  the  requisition  on  him  demanded,  and  being  present, 
when  the  sanguinary  temper -of  the  rioters  evidenced  itself,  in  a 
force  incompatible  wdth  the  safety  of  the  persons  marching  to  the 
gaol,  and  unchecked  either  by  the  interposition  of  the  military  force 
with  which  they  were  surrounded,  or  by  the  presence  of  the  politi- 
cal friends  of  the  mob,  failed  to  do  his  duty  to  his  country  when  he 
omitted  to  order  out  a larger  portion  of  his  brigade  on  the  23  th— 
That  he  was  guilty  of  a manifest  departure  from  every  principle  of 
prudence,  when  he,  by  a verbal,,  rendered  unavailing  a written  or- 
der, given  to  col.  Steivtt,  to  fire  on  any  assailants.  This  restric- 
tion, in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  merits  the  most  decided  re- 
prphfitioi'i,  as  being  utterly  inconsistent  with,  and  having  a direct 
tendency  to  vender  inoperative,  any  application  of  a military  force  ; 
jim’  can  the  dismissal  of  the  troops  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  day 
of  July,  when  opposite  opinions  were  entertained  as  to  the  designs 
of  the  turbulent,  when  the  civil  power  was  lulled  into  a fatal  secu- 
rity by  assurances  of  an  efficient  military  co-operation,  when  the 
- ge.ursd  and  his  advisers  were  vibrating  between  apprehensions  of 
danger  ant!  belief . of  security,  when  no  exertions  were  made  to  sound 
the  temper  of  the  diiferent  quarters- of  the  city,  be  considered  in 
suiy  other  aspect  than  as  the  act  of  a tirfiid  miu.il,  seeking  to  avoid 
a responsibility  for  . the  awful  consequences  resulting  from  an 
efficient  military  resistance.  If  the  military  assembled  as  a portion 
of  the  5th  regiment,  was  inadequate  for  the  purpose  of  defence, 
Gen.  Strieker  owed  it  to  the  soloumitv  oi'the  occasion,  to  his  pledge 
to  the  gentlemen  in  the  gaol,  to  ins  duty  to  his  state,  to  appear  in 
the  most  impressive  manner,  and  to  invite  all,  either  attached  by 
military  pride,  by  political  association,  or  by  personal  confidence, 
to  rally  under  his  banners.  That  such  a course  of  military  prepa- 
ration would  he  productive  of  a result  favorable  to  humanity,  ami 
our  pride  of  state,  i«  apparent  from  the  occurrences  connected  with 
operations  at  the  post-office*  .The  public  had  a right  to  demand 
that  those  w retches  w !io  had  thus,  trampled  on  the  law,'  and  out- 
raged  humanity,  should,  by  a fair  administration  of  justice,  be 
brought  to  punishment:  ft  had  a right  to  expect  that  the  law  offi- 
cer of  the  state  would  see,  that  at  least  an  impartial  trial,  should  be 
liad.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  John  Montgo- 
mery, esq.  the  attorney-general,  when  he  believed  that  the  sove- 
reignty ot  th.i  law  eouid  not,  either  from  corruption  in  the  jurors, 
or  the  Influence  of  public  feeling,  an  event  anticipated  from  the 
very  genius  of  our  government,  be  vindicated  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, was  hound,  both  by  his  duty  and  his  oatli  of  office,  to  enter  a 
suggestion  of  his  belief,  and  pray  for  the  removal  of  the  trials  to  an 
adjoining  comity.  This  omission,,  in  the.  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, demands  from  this  house' a severe  animadversion. 

All  which  is  submitted.  By  order, 

LOUIS  GASSAWAY,  Clerk. 

Wednesday,  D<retitbcr  30.— The  eomiuitt.ee  of  grievances  and 
courts  of  justice,  beg  leave  further  to  report—' I'iiat  they  find  that 
Tobias  E.  Stansbufy,  then  a brigadier-general  in  the  militia 
of  this  state,  and  now  a delegate  to  the  general  assembly  of 
Maryland  from  Baltimore  county,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  July 
last,  at  the  gaol  of  Baltimore  county,  did  refuse  to  obey  or  aid  the 
civil  authority  in  the  preservation  . of  the  tranquility  ot  the  city — 
That  he  frequently  used  violent  iuul  inflammatory  expressions, "in- 
tended and  calculated  to  excite  the  ntob  to  break  the  gaol,  and  to 
murder  Mr.  Hanson  and  his  friends,' who  had  confided  themselves 
to  the  protection  of  the  law  : and  to  depress  the  exertions  of  those 
who  labored  to  allay  the  infuriated' temper  of  the  turbulent : and  to 
divert  the  assassins  front  the  consummation  of  their  savage  designs. 
That  lie  was  present  when  the  cruelties  were  pei'petrated  either  on 
general  Lee  or  Lingan— That  he  has  frequently’ before  and  since 
that  dayvex*pressed  his  opinion  and  wish  that  those  persons,  who 
were  defending  file  house,in  Charles-strect,  ought  to  have  been  put 


to  death  by  the  mob ; and  has  also  declared,  that  if  he  had  been 
present  he  would  have  aided  in  their  destruction. 

When  your  committee  reflect  upon  the  many  manifestations  of 
confidence  which  Mr.  Stansbury  has  received  from  his  immediate 
constituents,  and  the  public  functionaries  of  the  state  ; when  they 
recollect  how  frequently  and  solemnly  lie  has  sworn  before  the  Su- 
preme Being,  to  support  the  constitution  and  laws  \ when  they 
consider  tlve  high  and  important  command  which  lie  then  bore  iu 
the  service  of  tile  state,  and  the  only  object  of  which  was  the  indi 
scriuiinate  and  general  security  of  ids  fcll  iw-citi/ens,  they  cannot 
but  expr- ss  their  indignant  feelings  at  the  course  pursued  oo  that 
eventful  right  by  general  Tobias  E.-  Sianshm  y,  and  tlieir  belief, 
that  the  evidence  collected  by  them,  is  so  str  ing  as  to  justify  a 
well  grounded  opinion,  that  he  consented  io,  and  countenanced 
the  completion  of  the  horrible  butcheries  of  that  night;  aimthat 
the  house  of  delegates  o(  Maryland,  is  bound  by  every  cor  dera- 
tion of  justice  a.  d expediency,  to  adopt  every  constitutional  mas 
with  which  it  is  invested,  to  bring  to  a f-iraml  impartial  trial  the 
said  TbI  ias  F..  Stansbury,  for  his  conduct,  in  relat'Ou  to  the  attack  on 
the  gaol,  and  the  murder  of  general  James  L>ngan. 

By  order,  L.  GASSAWAY,  Clk. 

C Proceedings,  &c.  to  be  continued.  J 

Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 

THE  GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate , and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

In  the  elections  which  have  taken  place  in  this 
state  since  vour  late  session,  the  people  have  mani- 
fested an  unusual  degree  of  unanimity.  They  have 
for  the  most  part,  an  equal  interest  in  promoting  the 
prosperity  of  the  country — and  when  dispassionate 
and  well  informed  they  will  not  be  found  deficient 
either  in  discretion  or  rectitude.  May  they  be  yet 
move,  united  both  in  sentiments  and  affection^  and  bo 
ready  to  forget  unimportant  points  of  difference 
when  the  public  peace  and.  safety  require  tlieir 
union. 

Although  we  have  no  agency  in  conducting  our 
national  affairs,  we  must  view  with  anxious  concern 
the  important  changes  which  are  taking  place  among 
the  powers  of  Europe.  One  of  its  sovereigns,  Under 
the  pretence  of  giving  freedom  to  the  seas,  is  carry- 
ing war  and  desolation  into  regions  remote  from 
each  other,,  and  seems  determined  by  fraud  and' vio- 
lence, to  subjugate  or  destroy  every  civilized  nation. 
Thus  tyranny  has  in  all  ages  assumed  the  fictitious, 
garb  of  liberty.  In  the  calamities  and  dangers  of 
Europe  we  are  now  unhappily  involved  ; but  as  true 
principal  alledged  cause  of  hostility  against  England 
has  been  removed  by  the  repeal  of  the  British  orders 
in  council,  and  a desire  has  been  evinced  to  keep  the 
way  open  to  reconciliation,  we  can  hardly  suppose 
that  tiie  war  will  he  continued,  to  protect  in  our 
merchant  vessels  the  seamen  of  Great  Britain  against 
the  claims  of  that  government ; or  to  conquer  the 
adjoining  territories,  the  "acquisition  of  which  must 
be  expensive  and  of  very  doubtful  advantage ; and 
still  less  to  aid  the  triumphs, and  support  the.  usurpa- 
tions of  the  unrelenting  oppressor  of  mankind. 

In  a commercial  state  the  conti  acting  of  debts  is 
necessary,  as  trade  cannot  be  carried  on  to  any  great 
extent  without  credit.  But  owing  to  the«pol*iations. 
upon  our  commerce  by  the  nations  of  Europe  ; to  the 
frequent  and  unexpected' changes  in  the  commercial 
regulations  and  restrictions  of  our  own  government 
and  to  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  un- 
avoidable accidents  to  which  men  in  trade  are  expos- 
ed, have  of  late  been  more  numerous  than  at  any 
former  period.  Many  persons  by  these  unforeseen 
events,  have  been  impoverished  in  their  circumstan- 
ces, and  are.  become  incapable  of  paying  their  debts. 
Perhaps  you  will  think  it  necessary"  to  make  some 
provision  by  law  for  their  relief,  which  shall  guard 
them  against  the  severity  of  their  creditors,  and  at 
the  same  time  give  no  encouragement  to  extrava- 
gance or  fraud  by  an  unreasonable  indulgence  to 
debtors. 
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[Here  follow  local  subjects.] 

The  secretary  will  lay  before  you  the  adjutant-ge- 
neral’s return  of  the  whole  militia  of  the  common- 
wealth. You  will  be  gratified  by  his  representation, 
that  the  militia  throughout  the  state,  with  some  mi- 
nute exceptions,  are  well  organized,  and  capable  of 
acting  with  promptness  and  effect  whenever  required 
by  the  exigence  of  affairs.  CALEB.  STRONG. 
Council  Chamber , Jan.  2 7th,  1813. 


Legislature  of  Ohio. 

JDeclaration  and  Resolves  of  the  General  Assembly  qf 
the  state  of  Ohio. 

It  has  pleased  Divine  Providence,  that  this  gene 
ral  assembly  should  convene  under  circumstances, 
new,  replete  with  interest,  and  of  great  national 
concern.  While  the  moral  and  political  convulsions 
of  Europe  have  shaken  empires  from  their  centre, 
this  nation  has,  alone  pursued  a peaceful  policy.  It 
lus  grown  in  wealth,  it  has  increaj&d  in  importance, 
until  its  power  has  become  a cause  of  jealousy  among 
the  nations  of  the  old  world,  and  its  wealth. has  but 
too  effectually  invited  their  rapacity. 

Endeavoring  to  surmount  injustice  with  its  view 
fixed  on  peace  and  with  exertions  never  suspended, 
the  American  administration  has  been  determined  if 
practicable,  to  elude  the  evils  of  war,  mildness  has 
characterised  its  manner,  and  justice  has  been  its 
whole  demand;  but  forbearance  has  been  in  vain. — 
Forgeting  the  principles  of  justice  and  regardless  of 
our  unquestioned  rights,  the  great  contending  pow- 
ers of  Europe  have  reduced  plunder  to  system,  and 
in  that  system,  unremittingly  persevere,  nor  is  this 
all;  the  British  nation  has  superadded  personal  op- 
pression and  the  cruel  enslavement  of  our  citizens  ; 
and  even  when  professedly  at  peace  with  the  United 
States  she  has  been  perfidiously  accessary  to  the 
murder  of  our  frontier  inhabitants,  by  instigating 
and  aiding  her  savage  allies,  whose  cruel  mode  of 
warfare  is  disgraceful  to  humanity.  Still,  was  she 
invited  to  be  just,  while  the  sword  was  yet  starting 
from  its  scabbard,  the  olive  branch  was  cordially 
offered  to  the  enemy ; but  this  offer  is  refused,  and 
the  only  republic  which  has  survived  the  general 
wreck  of  nations  is  in  open  war. 

Impressed  with  a full  conviction  that  the  war  in 
which  this  natibn  is  involved  is  on  our  part  just  and 
necessary,  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  adminis- 
tration in  recommending  the  measure,  and  in  its 
mild,  conciliatory  and  continued  efforts  to  secure  to 
this  nation  an  honorable  peace,  merits  the  entire  ap- 
probation of  this  general  assembly,  and  that,' not 
only  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  people,  but  its 
continuance,  as  a free  and  independent  nation,  de- 
pends upon  a vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio , 
That  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  our  constituents 
we  pledge  ourselves,  to  aid  the  national  government 
iu  the  present  emergency  to  the  extent  of  our  re- 
sources : And  we  do  this  in  the  hope  that  the  goodly 
heritage  of  our  freedom  may  descend  from  us,  to 
posterity,  as  we  received  it — excellent  and  unim- 
paired. 

Re  it  further  resolved , That  we  have  seen,  with 
emotions  of  much  concern,  the  protracted  delay  of 
the  French  government,  to  render  justice  to  this 
nation,  for  its  outrageous  depredations  upon  us, 
and  that  wc  will  afford,  to  the  constituted  authori- 
ties in  whose  wisdom  and  firmness  we  place  confident 
reliance,  our  utmost  .supjiort  in  their  efforts  to  sus- 
tain the  honor  of  the  nation,  apd  to  Obtain  suitable 
amends  for  its  injuries'. 


Be  it  further  resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
general  assembly,  every  republican  is  now  peculiarly 
called  upon  by  all  honorable  and  honest  motives,  to 
sacrifice  at  the  shrine  of  his  country,  political  dis- 
sections and  personal  animosities,  and  with  united 
efforts  to  rescue  from  danger,  that  civil  and  political 
liberty,  for  which  our  fathers  so  arduously  struggled' 
and  so  freely  bleed. 

Be  it  further  resolved , That  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  president  of  the  senate,  the  speake  r 
of  t he  house  of  representatives,  and  to  our  senators 
and  representative  in  congress,  one  copy  each  of  the 
foregoing  declaration  and  resolutions. 

JOHN  POLLOCK, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  represent  at  It# $. 

THOMAS  KIRKER, 
Speaker  of  iht  senate 

January  4,  1813. 

Attest — R.  Osborn,  elk.  of  the  II.  R. 

C.  A.  JVorton,  elk.  of  the  senate . 


Naturalized  Seamen. 

The  following  report  is  important;  as  it  shotvs  that 
the  number  of  British  naturalized  seamen  is  not  so 
considerable  as  to  make  it  worth  the  while  of  the 
British  cabinet  to  wave  an  accommodation  on  their 
account. 

CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENT. 

Report  of  the  secretary  of  state. — A grecably  to  a 
resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the  30th  day  of  the  last 
month,  the  secretary  of  state  respectfully  reports 
the  following  statement,  which  contains  all  the  in- 
formation in  this  department,  called  for  by  the  se- 
nate, of  tire  number  of  persons,  bcrrn  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, who  have  been  legally  naturalized  in  the  U. 
States,  and  registered  annually  as  American  seamen, 
according  to  the  returns  from  the  custom-houses, 
under  the  act  of  the  20th  of  May,  1796,  relative  to 
American  seamen. 

From  these  returns  it  appears  that  there  have  been 
registered  at  the  different  custom-houses  ifi  the  LT. 
States,  of  this  description  of  citizens,  the  follow- 
ing numbers  of  seamen,  distinguished  by  the  seve- 
ral years  when  they  were  so  registered,  viz — 

For  the  year  1796  65 

Additional,  for  the  same  year  . • . 4 

For  the  year  1797  150 

Additional,  for  the  same  year  . .15 

For  the  year  1798  ....  82 

Additional,  for  the  same  yea f . . .29 

For  the  year  1799  .....  30 

Additional,  for  the  same  year  . . . 17 

For  the  year  1800  . . . 47 

Additional,  for  1 lie  same  year  ....  7 

For  the  year  1 801  . . . . ; 32 

Additional,  for  the  same  year  . - . ..14 

For  the  year  1802  .....  24 

Additional,  for  the  same  year  ....  3 

For  the  year  1303  • • ' • - 126 

Additional,  for  tli£  same  year  . * . . .14 

For  the  year  1804  190 

For  the  year  1805  ......  68 

For  1806  .......  70 

For  1807  71 

For  1808  . ’55 

For  1809  214 

For  1810 -12  7 

For  1811  39 

For  1812  33 


The  additional  returns  from  1796  to  1804  inclu- 
sive, were  received  from  one  of  tneprindpaheustom- 
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houses  in  the  United  States,  since  tlie  date  of  the 
lust  report  to  the  senate,  and  those  for  1811  and 
2812,  above  stated,  are  not  complete. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Department  of  State T Jim.  6,  1812. 


Sir  Francis  Burdett, 

TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  WESTMINSTER. 

Gentlemen — In  addressing  so  enlightened  a portion 
of  the  community  as  the  electors  of  the  great  me- 
tropolitan city  of  Westminster,  it  would  ill  become 
me  to  adopt  the  hacknied  style  of  congratulation  and 
profession  usual  on  occasions  like  the  present.  I 
cannot  congratulate  the  people  on  the  opportunity 
afforded  them  for  redressing  their  manifold  griev- 
ances, by  a due  exercise  of  their  constitutional  right, 
to  appoint  their  representatives  in  parliament,  well 
knowing,  and  that  too  they  know  full  well,  who 
cause  this  cheating  appearance  of  the  election  to 
take  place,  that  no  such  opportunity  is,  in  point  of 
fact,  or  is  intended  to  be,  afforded  the  people.  You, 
gentlemen,  are  too  well  informed  of  the  real  condi- 
tion of  your  country,  not  to  regard  such  language  as 
deceptions,  and  to  treat  it  with  merited  contempt. 
Neither  can  I,  with  truth,  profess  that  I shall  be 
highly,  or  at  all  gratified,  by  being  returned  a mem- 
ber of  an  assembly  where  corruption  is  acknowledg- 
ed to  be  as  “notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon  day,”  and 
where  “practices  which  would  have  made  our  fore- 
fathers startle  with  indignation  in  utter  oblivion  of 
every  former  maxim  and  feeling  of  parliament," 
have  been  impudently  avowed,  and  shamelessly  jus- 
tified. Tins  lias  brought  us  into  a situation  almost 
impossible,  within  the  limits  of  an  advertisement  to 
depict.  Nine  hundred  millions  of  debt,  inland  for- 
tresses under  the  name  of  barracks  ; an  army  of 
German  and  other  foreign  mercenaries  ; an  army  of 
.spies  and  informers  ; of  tax  and  excise  agents  ; an 
inquisition  of  private  property  ; a phantom  for  a 
king  ; a degraded  aristocracy ; an  oppressed  people  ; 
a confiding'  parliament;  irresponsible  ministers;  a cor- 
rupt and  intimidated,  press  ; pensioned  justices  ; 
packed  juries  ; vague  and  sanguinary  laws,  some 
times  'shamefully  relaxed,  at  other  times  violently 
stretched  beyond  their  tone  f which  together  with  a 
host  of  failures  of  foreign  expeditions,  and  the 
present  crushing  burthen  of  taxation,- are  some  of  the 
bitter  fruits  of  corruption  in  the  house  of  commons. 
A house  of  commons,  the  members  of  which  did, 
agreeably  to  a return  laid  before  it  in  1808,  put*  into 
their  pockets  178,9941.  a year  in  sinecures,  salaries 
and  pensions,  besides  their  staff  appointments,  and 
their  commissions,  and  besides  the  money  received 
by  their  wives  and  other  relations.  In  fact,  tlie  whole 
evil  arises  here.  Those  who  vote  the  money  arc, 
some  way  or  other,  interested  in  the  expenditure  of 
it.  The  small  number  of  independent  men  have  no 
weight  at  ail. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  often  affirmed, that  the  savings  in 
our  power  to  make  from  sinecures  and  pensions, 
would  afford  no  relief  to  the  people  ; let  us  take  a 
few  out  of  numerous  instances.  The  house  of  com- 
mons itself  in  shger  places  and  pensions,  swallows  as 
ro-'ch  as  would  give  fifty  shillings  a year  to  71,224 
families.  Would  this  be  nothing  ? Would  it  not  be 
felt  by  the  people  ? Lord  Arden,  brother  to  the  late 
minister,  with  reversion  to  the  late  minister  himself, 
receives  from  lii.s  sinecures  28,5741.  a year.  This  is 
the  exact  sum-stated.  But  it  is  said,  that  he  receives 
besides  iipmense  sums  arising  from  interest.  Here 
is  support  all  the  year  round,  at  twelve  shillings  a 
week,  for  more  than  a thousand  families.  The  same 


may  be  said  for  the  family  of  Grenville.  The  duke 
of  Grafton’s  sinecures  and  pensions  would  maintain, 
half  as  many;  and  in  short,  it  is.  in  this  way  the  na- 
tion is  impoverished,  and  reduced  to  misery.  Tlie 
lord  chief  justice,  Fdlenboroiigh,  besides  his  salary, 
receives  in  sinecures  8,9931.  a year ; besides  having 
offices  to  sell,  and  participating  in  the  emoluments 
of  his  own  gaoler.  The  sinecures  of  tlie  chief  jus- 
tice would  keep  three  hundred  families.  Mr.  Gar- 
nier,  the  apothecary  general,  has  a clear  12,0001.  a 
year  according  to  his  own  acknowledgment ; besides 
the  sums  given  to  the  princes  out  of  the  droits  of 
admiralty,  the  king’s  private  property  in  the  funds, 
exempted  from  the  income  tax,  and  Mr-  Addington 
(the  tiie  maker  and  the  breaker  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens)  in*.  1801,  misapplying  upwards  of  50,0001. 
(voted  for  the  civil  list)  as  a loan  to  the  duke  of 
York,  only  a small  part  of  which  has  been  repaid ; 
and  that  without  interest,  what  noble  examples  they 
set  us, of  making  sacrifices— and  for  reconciling  the 
people  to  their  sufferings,  from  the  weight  of  the 
taxes  and  the  distresses  of  the  times. 

Gentlemen,  there  was  formerly  a law  for  putting  a 
badge  of  distinction  on  every  pauper  receiving  alms 
from  his  parish  ; but  what  badges  of  infamy  do  those 
men  deserve,  who  thus  extort  alms  from  every  poor 
man  in  every  parish  in  England  ? who  embezzle,  in 
unmeritted  pensions,  and  sinecure  places,  and  di- 
vert into  private  purses,  the  public  resources  of  their 
country. 

Gentlemen,  our  usurping  oligarchy  assumes  a pow- 
er of  making  our  most  innocent  actions  misdemean- 
ors ; of  determining  points  of  law  without  appeal ; 
and  of  imprisoning  our  persons  without  trial ; of 
breaking  open  our  houses  with  a standing  army,  and 
murdering  the  people  in  the  streets,  by  soldiers  paid 
by  the  people  for  their  defence. , Gentlemen,  before 
recent  experience,  we  should  have  hardly  thought 
that  a bare  vote  of  the  lower  house  would  have  been 
sufficient  force  in  any  court  of  justiee,  to  overpow- 
er the  solemn  enactment  of  king  and  parliament.— 
Gentlemen,  the  judges  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  de- 
cided against  Hampden  in  the  great  case  of  ship-mo- 
ney— <(  ut  secundum  leg  cut  onereivr  Joannes  Hampden n 
Gentlemen,  in  the  action  brought  against  me  by  the 
present  excellent  high  bailiff  of  Westminster,  which 
I defended  because  I thought  it  mv  duty  not  to  give 
up  your  rights,  lord  Ellenboroiigh  directed  the  jury 
to  find  a verdict  for  the  high  bailiff,  reasoning  in 
this  curious  manner : “the  burthen  and  the  benefit 
ought  to  go  together,  therefore,  as  I bad  had  the  be- 
nefit,” said  his  lordship  “by  taking  the  scat,  the  elec- 
tion expenses  ought  to  fall  upon  me.”  As  to  taking 
the  seat,  that  was  compulsory,  in  obedience  to  the 
king’s  writ ; and  what  the  benefit  is,  of  a seat  in  the 
house  of  commons,  1 am  still  to  learn.  How  his 
lordship  could  make  so  many  blunders,  both  in  law 
and  logic,  in  so  small  a compass,  it  is  impossible  to 
imag’ine,  unless  it  could  for  an  instant,  be  supposed 
that  his  lordship  spoke  from  experience;  and  that 
having  found  a s*eat  in  the  ..house  a convenient  step- 
ping stone  to  the  bench,  he  had  forgotten  tlie  ancient 
theory  in  the  modern  practice  of  the  constitution  ; — 
with  the  latter  of  which  his  lordship  is  said  to  be 
full  as  well  acquainted  as  with  the  former.  But 
there  is  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  judges,  either  an- 
cient or  modern,  to  induce  us  to  resign  at  the  shrine 
of  their  authority,  all  pretensions  to  common  sense 
and  to  tlie  understanding  Of  plain  English.  How  are 
vve  the  better  for  the  noble  struggles  of  our  forefa- 
thers against  arbitrary  power  in  the  king,  if  we  en- 
dure it  in  much  worse  hands — those  of  our  fellow- 
subjects  ? What  signifies  to  us  the  law  declaring 
that  no  man  shall.be  impr. soiled  without  lawful 
judgment  of  his  peers,  if  the  jargon  of  “fez  el  con 
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svetudo  parliament?’  (a  scrap  of  Latin  is  ever  intro- 
duced to  cover  a cheat)  can  render  all  the  lavs  "use- 
less r How  is  the  flock  the  better  for  being  safe 
from  the  wolf,  if  they  are  devoured  by  the  very  dog's 
placed  to  defend  them  ? What  avails  resisting  the 
lion  to  fall  into  the  jaws  of  the  jackal  1 ? to  have  pin- 
ioned the  eagle’s  wing  to  become  the  sport  and  prey 
of  daws  and  kites  ? Despicable  condition  ! cheated, 
sold,  and  arbitrarily  ruled  by  her  own  servants  who 
exceed  Judas  in  treachery  and  equal  him  in  guilt ! 
The  house  of  commons,  instituted  to  redress  our 
grievances,  is  become  itself  the  greatest  of  all  griev- 
ances, itself  the  ready  instrument  of  all  our  oppress- 
ors ; a two-edged  sword  to  destroy,  instead  of  a shield 
to  protect  us.  . 

Gentlemen,  the  people  of  England  arc  entitled,  by 
several  positive  Jaws,  as  well  as  by  that  which  is  su- 
perior to  all  law,  reason  and  common  sense,  and  com- 
mon good,  to  annual  parliaments  and  free  elections. 
These  are  the  vital  principles  of  the  constitution  ; 
the  only  means  of  insuring  justicc,peacc  and  security 
to  the  community  at  large. 

Gentlemen,  we  once  had  this  happiness  ; mu*  laws 
were  made  by  representatives  of  our  own  choosing ; 
our  money  was  not  taken  from  us  but  by  our  own 
consent,  and  our  laws  made  by  common  consent 
were  the  measure  of  the  king^s  rule  and  the  subject’s 
obedience.  To  use  the  words  of  our  great  dramatic 
bard, 

“Look  here  upon  this  picture,  nnd  on  this ; 

“The  counterfeit  presentment  of  two  brothers, 

“See  what  a grace  was  seated  on  his  brow.” 

! “A  combination,  and  a form,  indeed, 

“Where  every  God  did  seem  to  set  his  seal. 

“This  was  your  constitution.  Look  now,  what  follows, 

“Here  is  your  constitution 

We  may  well  conclude  by  asking  with  the  poet, 

« - What  devil  was’t 

“That  thus  has  cozen’d  us  athoodman  blind?” 

Gentlemen,  under  the  present  system  no  change 
of  ministry  can  be  permanently  useful  to  the  coun- 
try. The  present  are  just  as  good  as  any  of  their 
predecessors  during  the  present  reign,  or  as  any  that 
arc  likely  to  succeed  them.  The  fault  is  not  in  the 
individuals,  but  in  the  system ; a system  under 
which  no  nation  ever  did  or  can  prosper;  a svstem 
of  the  most  infamous  and  complicated  corruption. 
To  this  internal  situation  of  the  country,!  desire  to 
draw  the  attention  of  my  countrymen,  persuaded 
that  from  hence  alone  proceeds  all  our  internal  suf- 
ferings and  external  weaknesses ; by  the  removal  of 
til  is  system,  you  may  have  foreign  conquest,  if  that 
is  desirable  ; by  the  non-removal  of  it,  even  victory 
and  conquest  would  serve  only  to  enhance,  and  to 
confirm  the  national  servitude,  depravity  and  mise- 
ry. This  system  must  be  put  a.  stop  to  by  efforts 
from  without  the  doors  of  the  house  of  commons, 
for,  be  assured,  the  gentlemen  within  will  never  re- 
form themselves.  They  will  no  more  part  with  their 
rotten  boroughs  than  a highwayman  with  his  pistols. 
The  spiuit  of  hawpdex  must  revive  in  the  breasts  of 
our  country  gentlemen,  and  the  people,  with  united 
voice,  must  demand  reform  in  a language  not  to  be 
misunderstood.  Until  some  such  spirit  shall  mani- 
fest itself,  lam  desirous  of  withdrawing  from  acting 
a part  in  the  lon>  farce  carried  on  in  St.  Stephens’s  ; i 
of  resigning  into  your  hands  your  delegated  trust  j • 
of  returning  to  that  retirement  I had  chosen  when 
you  so  unexpectedly  placed  me  in  your  service  ; 
thinking  that  in  So  degraded,  and  degrading  a state 
of  the  country,  “the  post  of  honor  is  a private  stati- 
on.” At  the  same  time,  gentlemen,  be  well  assured 
that  nothing  can  eflace  from  my  recollection  the 
deep  impression  of  your  uoble  and'  generous  conduct. 
On  this  point  all  the  world  agreed,  whatever  differ- 


ence of  opinion  may  exist  about  the  object  of  your 
voice.  Gentlemen,  your  kind  and  considerate  beha- 
vior lias  made  a burthen,  far  too  heavy  for  my  shoul- 
ders, sit  easier  than  I could  have  expected.  Not 
only  have  I been  free  from  importunity,  but  even 
from  the  slightest  request  from  a single  individual 
of  your  numerous  body. 

Gentlemen,  this  conduct  fills  me  with  esteem  and 
respect,  and  must  ever  bind  me  to  the  electors  of 
Westminster  by  indissoluble  ties  of  gratitude  and 
affection.' — But,  gentlemen,  I do  most  earnestly  wish 
to  spare  myself  the  mortification,  and  you  the  disap- 
pointment of  passing  a painful  life  in  undignified, 
because  unsupported,  and  unavailing  efforts  to  stem 
a torrent  of  corruption,  as  irresistible  as  infamous; 
of  “dipping  buckets  into  empty  wells,  and  growing 
old  in  drawing  nothing  up.” 

Gentlemen,  I remain  with  the  most  profound  gra- 
titude and  devotion,  your  humble  servant, 

FRANCIS  BURDETT. 

Oxford,  October  6,  1812. 


Perpetual  Motion. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Harrisburgh,  Jan.  28,  1813. 

“The  following  is  a copy  of  a report  read  in  each 
house  of  the  legislature  this  day. 

“The  committee  appointed  by  the  honorable  the 
senate  and  ltouseof  representatives  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  in  general  assembly  met,  in 
ihe  month  of  December  last,”  to  make  a strict  ex- 
amination of  the  machine  invented  by  Charles  Read- 
lie  fier,  and  to  “make  as  specific  a representation  re- 
specting it  as  its  alledged  importance  and  the  publifc 
expectation  require,”  beg  leave  to  report — 

“That  immediately  on  receiving  the  authenticated 
copy  of  the  above  resolution,  one  of  the  committee, 
Robert  Patterson,  waited  on  Charles  Readheffer, 
then  in  this  city,  to  whom  he  exhibited  the  copy  of 
appointment,  requesting  him  to  name  a time  and 
place  for  the  committee  to  make  the  examination  of 
his  machine,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  and  desire 
of  the  legislature.  But  Charles  Readheffer  declined 
complying  with  the  above  request  at  that  time,  pro- 
mising however,  that  he  would  call  on  Henry  Voight 
another  member  of  the  committee,  before  he  left 
the  city,  and  appoint  the  time  and  place  for  the  ex- 
amination of  his  machine.  He  did,  indeed  call  on 
Henry  Voight,  according  to  promise,  but  still  de- 
dined  complying  with  the  request. 

“The  committee  was  then  convened  at  the  house  of 
Henry  Voight,  and  organized,  Henry  Voight  being 
chosen  chairman,  and  Robert  Patterson  secretary. 

“Agreeably  to  a resolution  of  the  committee,  their 
chairman  sent  a letter  to  Charles  Readheffer,  con- 
taining a copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  legislature, 
and  earnestly  soliciting  him  to  appoint  a time  and 
place  for  the  examination  of  his  machine  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

“In  reply  to  this,  Charles  Readheffer  sent  a letter 
addressed  to  Henry  Voight  and  the  other  members 
of  the  committee,  in  which  lie  named  Thursday,  the 
21st  instant,  at  such  hour  as  the  committee  should 
appoint,  when  he  would  submit  his  machine  to  their 
examination,  but  still  declined  or  neglected  to  name 
the  place. 

“On  the  receipt  of  the  above,  Henry  Voight  sent  a 
second  letter  to  Charles  Readheffer, renewing  the  for- 
mer request  in  the  most  urgent  terms,  that  he  would 
expressly  name  the  place  as  well  as  the  time  for  the 
examination ; and  proposing  to  him  that  if  he  could 
with  convenience  bring*  his  machine  to  the  city  (as 
he  had  in  private  conversation  with  Henry  Voight 
and  others  frequently  intimated  that  he  would)  then 
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the  committee  would  defray  all  the  necessary  ex-.  Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  bring’ 
peaces,  andpvovide  a commodious  room  for  its  re-  in  a bill,  authorising  and  directing  the  governor  to 
caption  and  examination  : but  if  he  should  prefer  subscribe  to  the  said  sum,  and  that  he  may  be  enabled 
Chesnut-hill  as  the  place  of  examination;  then  the  to  pay  the  money,  to  negocia-te  a loan  or  loans  with 
noon  of  the  day  he  had  appointed,  should  be  the  any  of  the  incorporated  hanks,  in  which  the  corn- 
time  at  which  the  committee  would  appoint  for  that  monwealth  lias  an  interest. 

■purpose.  . ____________ 


“To  this  letter  Charlies  Readheffer  gave  no  explicit 
answer,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  until  yester- 
day, when  being  pressed  by  Henry  Voight  and  Ro- 
bert Patterson  either  to  appoint  r time  and  place 
himself  for  the  committee  to  examine  his  machine, 
Of  agree  to  a time  and  place  appointed  by  them, 
which  they  proposed  to  be  the  noon  of  Saturday  the 
30th  inst.  at  Chesnut-hill,  he  explicitly  declared  to 
them,  his  friend  Dr.  Christian  Heydrick  being  pre- 
sent, that  he  could  not  submit  his  machine  to  the 
examination  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  le- 
gislature for  that  purpose. 

“The  committee  therefore  consider  themselves  as 
discharged  from  all  further  attempt  to  execute  the 
task  assigned  them  by  the  honorable  legislature  of 
this  commonwealth,  and  would  finally  take  the  liber- 
ty of  declaring,  that  from  the  above  recited  conduct 
of  Charles  Readheffer,  as  well  as  from  the  numerous 
vain  attempts  to  construct  self-moving  machines  on 
the  ostensible  principles  of  his,  it  is  their  decided 
opinion,  that  Chas.  Readheffer’ s machine  of  pretend- 
ed perpetual  motion,  is  a deception,  and  himself  an 
imposter.  HENRY  VOIGHT,  •Chairman. 

Attest-^-RoBEnT  Patterson,  Sec'ry. 


Pennsylvania  Legislature. 

JdxtniQt  of  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Weekly  Regis- 
ter, dated , Harrisburg,  Jan.  28, 

'‘Dear  Str— I feel  peculiar  pleasure  in  communi- 
cating to  you,  two  or  three  important  decisions  which 
have  lately  taken  place  in  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ; and  what  gives  me  such  pleasure  is,  that 
those  decisions  have  been  in  accordance  with  my  own 
wishes,  and  I believe,  with  a large  majority  of  the 
pitizens  of  this  state. 

“The  first  isrr-the  bill  for  building  two  ships  of 
war  (which,  had  previously  passed  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives) was  negatived  oil  the  26th  inst,  in  senate, 
to  1.  Yeas  5 — Nays  25. 

“The  second  is— that  a bill  has  passed  both  houses 
for  the  relief  of  gen,  St.  Clair,  who  is  said  to  be  in 
the  most  deplorable  pecuniary  circumstances — viz. 
200  dollars  immediately,  and  200  dollars  annually. 

“The  third  decision  has  only  been  in  the  senate — 
viz.  the  adoption  of  the  enclosed  resolutions  by.  a 
large  majority  ; and  X have  no  doubt,  should  the 
times  require  such  a measure,  but  that  it  will  also 
be  adopted  by  the  house  of  representatives. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  2. — Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
from  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  refer- 
red, reported  the  following  bill,  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a second  reading, 

A bill  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  power  of  retaliation  in  the  cases  therein  spe- 
cified. 

lie  it  declared  and  enacted,  &c.  That  if  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  an}r  individual  state,  or  serv- 
ing on  board  any  public  ship  of  war,  or  any  private 
armed  vessel  commissioned  for  war,  who  has  been, 
or  shall  be  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  has  been. 
Or  shall  be  subjected  to  capital  or  other  punishment, 
by  order  of  the  British  government,  or  of  any  court, 
officer,  or  agent,  acting  under  its  authority,  on  the 
pretence  of  his  having  been  bora  within  the  British 
dominions,  or  on  any  pretence  whatever,  not  war- 
ranted by  the  laws  and  usages  of  war, among  civiliz- 
ed nations  ; it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  he  is  hereby  "empowered-  and 
required,  in  every  such  case,  to  cause  retaliation,  by 
a like  punishment,  to  be  executed  on  some  person 
taken  in  arms  in  the  service  of  G.  Britain  against  the 
U,  S. designating  for  that  purpose, in  the  first  instance, 
a prisoner  who  having  been  bom  within  the  U.  S.  and 
having  been  a citizen  thereof,  shall  have  been  taken 
whilst  voluntarily  bearing  arms  in  the  service  of 
Great  Britain  against  the  United  States  ; or  if  there 
shall  be  no  prisoner  of  that  description,  such  other 
prisoner,  being  a native  of  some  one  of  the  British 
colonies,  now  the  United  States,  as  may  not  have 
been  a citizen  of  the  United  States ; and  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  prisoner,  or  not  a sufficient  number 
of  prisoners  of  either  of  the  said  descriptions,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  to  cause 
the  retaliation  to  be  executed  on  any  British  sub- 
ject or  subjects,  wherever  found,  and  whether  taken 
in  arms  or  not,  against  the  United  States  : Provided, 
That  in  every  case,  the  act  or  acts  to  be  retaliated, 
and  the  liability  of  the  person  to  suffer  the  retalia- 
tion, shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  a court  mar- 
tial, of  which  three  field  officers  at  least,  shall  make 
a part. 

[The  senate  have  lately  had  several  secret  sittings 
on  business  of  a confidential  nature.) 


Afr.  GonnniFs  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Senate  of 
Pennsylvania,  by  a large  majority. 

Whereas  patriotism  and  interest  unite  in  urging 
the  several  states  to  co-operate  with  the  government, 
in  the  measures  adopted  for  defending  our  national 
rights  : Whereas  a vigorous , is  most  likely  to  be  a 
short,  successful,  and  consequently,  economical  war  : 
Whereas  money  is  the  very  sinew  of  war,  and  an  ar- 
ticle the  most  necessary  to  prosecute  it  with  energy, 
and  to  terminate  it  with  success  : And  whereas,  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, ' possesses  resources 
which  she  is,  at  all  times,  ready  anc)  desirous  to  em- 
ploy in  defending  hep  own,  and  the  rights  of  the  'pa- 
pfCTl : Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  common  wealth  will  subscribe 
to  the  loan  of  the  general  government,  for  the  year 
lfli.3,  thefsuip  pf  onp  million  of  dollars » 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan.  28.— *The  house  resolved  itself  in- 
t.p  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia 
of  the  United  States.  The  bill  provides  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $400,000  per  annum,  and  di- 
vides the  militia  into  three  classes — 1.  the  minor,  to 
consist  of  those  between  18  and  21  years  old  ; 2.  the 
junior,  of  those  between  21  and  31  ; 3.  the  senior,  of’ 
those  between  31  and  45,  &c,  After  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment.  [Tf  this  bill  passes  into  a law 
it  shall  be  inserted  in  the  Register.) 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Friday , Jan.  29 — Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  compiitt^f , 
of  foreign  Vexations,  made  the  following  report , 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  CONGRESS.  859 


The  committee  to  -whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  pre- 
sident's message  of  the  4th  day  of  jYovember  last , as 

relates  to  our  foreign  affairs,  report — 

That-  i'»  presenting  to  the  house  at  this  time  a view 
of  our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  deemed  un- 
necessary to  recite  the  causes  which  produced  the 
war.  The  wrongs  which  the  United  States  had  re- 
ceived from  that  power,  for  a long  series  of  years, 
had  already  been  laid  before  the  public,  and  need  not 
again  be  dhumerated  : they  were  too  deeply  felt  to 
have  been  forgotten,  although  they  may  oe  forgiven 
by  the  American  people.  The  United  States  having 
engaged  in  the  war  for  tile  sole  purpose  of  vindicat- 
ing their  rights  and  honor,  that  motive  alone  should 
animate  them  to  its  close.  It  becomes  a free  and  vir- 
tuous people  to  give  an  useful  example  to  the  world. 
It- is  the  duty  of  a representative  government,  to 
render  a faithful  account  of  its  conduct  to  its  con- 
stituents. A just  sensibility  to.  great  and  unprovoked 
w rongs  and  indignities  will  justify  an  appeal  to  arms; 
and  honorable  reparation  should  restore  the  bless- 
ings of  peace  ; every  step  which  they  take,  should 
be  guided  by  a sacred  regard  to  principle. 

To  form  a correct  estimate  of  the  duties  which  the 
United  States  have  to  perform,  it  is  necessary  to  take 
a view  of  the  communications,  which  have  passed 
between  the  executive  of  the  United  States  and.  the 
British  government  since  the  declaration  of  war — 
Such  a view,  the  committee  is  persuaded,  will  shew 
distinctly  the  existing  ground  of  controversy  between 
the  two  nations,  and  the  indispensable  obligation  on 
the  United  States  to  maintain  it. 

Your  committee  has  seen  with  much  satisfaction, 
that  at  the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  war,  the 
attention  of  the  executive  was  engaged  in  an  effort, 
to  bring  it  to  a speedy  and  honorable  termination 
As  early  as  the  26th  of  June  last,  the  charge  dcs  af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  London  was  instructed 
to  propose  to  the  British  government  an  armistice,  to 
take  immediate  effect,  on  conditions  which  it  is  be- 
lieved the  impartial  world  w ill  consider  safe, honorable 
and  advantageous  to  Great  Britain.  They  were  few  in 
number  and  limited  to  positive  wrongs  daily  practis- 
ed. That  the  orders  in  council  should  be  repealed, and 
that  our  flag  should  protect  our  seamen, were  the  only 
indispensable  conditions  insisted  on.  Other  wrongs, 
however  great,  wc ;■  - postponed  for  amicable  negocia- 
tion.  As  an  inducement  to  the  British  government  to 
forbear  those  wrongs,  it  was  proposed  to  repeal  the 
non-importation  law,aqd  to  prohibit  the  employment 
of  British  seamen, in  the  public  and  private  vessels  of 
the  United  States  ; particular  care  was  taken  that 
these  propositions  should  be  made  in  a form  as  con- 
ciliatory, as  they  were  amicable  in  substance. 

Your  committee  cannot  avoid  expressing  its  asto- 
nishment at  the  manner  in  which  they  were  received. 
It  was  not  sufficient  to  reject  the  proposed  armistice 
— terms  of  peculiar  reproach  and  insult  were  adopt- 
ed to  make  the  rejection  offensive. 

It  happened,  that  almost  on  the  same  day,  in  which 
the  United.  States,  after  having*  been  worn  out  with 
accumulated  wrongs,  had  resorted  to  the  last  and 
only  remaining  honorable  alternative  in  support  of 
their  rights,  the  British  government  had  repealed, 
conditionally,  its  orders  in  council.  That  measure 
was  unexpected,  because  every  application  for  it  had 
failed,  although  repeated  to  the  very  moment  it  was 
decided  on.  Conditional  as  the  repeal  was,  it  was 
admitted  to  have  removed  a great  obstacle  to  ac- 
commodation. 

The  other  only  remained  : the  practice  of  impress- 
ment. It  was  proposed  to  the  British  government 
to  open  an  amicable  negotiation  to  provide  a substi- 
tute to  it,  which  should  be  considered  an  ample  equi- 
valent. The  substitute  proposed  was  defined,  and  of 


a character  so  comprehensive,  as  to  have  removed, 
as  was  presumed,  every  possible  objection  to  an  ac- 
commodation. The  proposition  before  made  to  ex- 
clude British  seamen  from  our  service  was  enlarged, 
so  as  to  comprehend  all  native  British  subjects,  not 
already  naturalized  or  entitled  to  naturalization  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  United  States  ; this  was  likewise 
rejected. 

Your  committee  have  sought  with  anxiety  some 
proof  of  a disposition  in  the  British  government,  to 
accommodate  on  any  fair  condition  the  important 
difference  between  the  two  nations,  relative  to  im- 
pressment, but  they  have  sought  in  vain  ; none  is  to 
be  found  either  in  the  communications  of  the  British 
minister. to  the  American  charge  des .affaires  at  Lon- 
don, or  in  those  of  the  commander  of  the  British 
naval  forces  at  Halifax,  made  by  order  of  his  govern- 
ment to  the  department  of  state.  They  have  seen 
with  regret, that  although  lord  Castlereagh  professed 
a willingness  in  his  government  to  receive  and  dis- 
c.us.s  anpcahly  any  proposition  having  in  view  either 
to  check  abuse  in  the  practice  of  impressment  or  to 
provide  a substitute  to  it,  be* not  only  declined  en- 
tering into  a negociation  for  the  purpose,  but  dis- 
countenanced the  expectation  that  any  substitute 
could  be  proposed,  which  his  government  would 
accept.  It  merits  notice  also,  though 'it  ceased  to 
be  a cause  of  surprise,  that  in  the  communication  of 
admiral  Warren  to  the  department  of  state,  the 
subjest  of  impressment  was  not  even  alluded  to. 

Had  the  executive  consented  to  an  armistice  on 
the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  without  a satis- 
factory provision  against  impressment,  or  a clear  and 
distinct  understanding  with  the  British  government 
to  that  effect,  in  some  mode  entitled  to  confidence, 
your  committee  would  not  have  hesitated  to  disap- 
prove it. 

The  impressment  of  our  seamen  beingdcservedly 
considered  a principal  cause  of  the  war,  the  war 
ought  to  be  prosecuted  until  that  cause  be  removed. 

To  appeal  to  arms  in  defence  of  a right  and  to  lay 
them  down  without  securing  it,  or  a satisfactory 
evidence  of  a good  disposition  in  the  opposite  party 
to  secure  it,  would  he  considered  in  no  other  light, 
than  a relinquishment  of  it.  To  attempt  to  negoci- 
ate  afterwards,  for  the  security  of  such  right,  in  the 
expectation  that  any  of  the  arguments,  which  have 
been  urged  before  the  declaration  of  war  and  been 
rejected,  would  have  more  weight,  after  that  expe- 
riment had  been  made  in  vain,  would  be  an  act  of 
folly  which  would  not  fail  lo  expose  us  to  the  scorn 
and  derision  of  the  British  nation  and  of  the  world. 

On  a full  view  therefore  of  the  conduct  of  the  ex- 
ecutive in  its  transactions  with  the  British  govern- 
ment since  the  declaration  of  war,  the  committee 
consider  it  tlieir  duty  to  express  their  entire  appro- 
bation of  it.  They  perceive  in  it  a firm  resolution 
to  support  the  rights  and  honor  of  their  country, 
with  a sincere  and  commendable  disposition  to  pro- 
mote }>eace,  on  such  just  and  honorable  conditions 
as  the  U.  States  may  with  safety  accept. 

It  remains  therefore  for  the  United  States  to  take 
their  final  attitude  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  main- 
tain, it  with  consistency,  and  with  unshaken  firmness 
and  constancy. 

Tile  manner  in  which  the  friendly  advances  and  • 
liberal  propositions  of  the  executive  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  British  government  has  in  a great  mea- 
sure extinguished  the  hope  of  amicable  accommoda- 
tion. It  is,  however,  possible  that  the  British  go- 
vernment, after  instructing  admiral  Warren  to  com- 
municate to  the  department  of  state  the  repeal  of 
the  orders  in  council,  may  have  declined  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Russell  in  the  expectation 
that  that  measure  would  have  been  satisfactory  to 
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the  United.  States.  Be  this, as  it  may,  your  commit-, 
tee  consider  it  the  duty  of  this  house  to  explain  toj 
its  constituents  the  remaining’  cause  of  controversy,  I 
the  precise  nature  of  that  cause,  and  the  high  obli- 
gation which  it  imposes. 

From  what  has  been  stated,  it  appears  that  howe- 
ver great  the  sensibility  toother  wrongs,  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen  was  that  alone,  which  prevented 
an  armistice,  and  in  all  probability  an  accommoda- 
tion. Had  that  great  interest  been  arranged,  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  the  president  was  willing  to 
rely  on  the  intrinsic  justice  of  other  claims,  and  the 
amicable  spirit  in  which  the  negociation  would  have 
been  entered  into,  for  satisfaction  in  their  favor. — 
■Great  Britain  claims  a right  to  impress  her  own  sea- 
men and  to  exercise  it  in  American  vessels.  In  the 
practice  British  cruizers  impress  American  citizens, 
and  from  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  impossible  that 
that  abuse  should  not  be  carried  to  a great  extent. 
A subaltern  or  any  other  officer  of  the  British  navy 
•ought  not  to  be  the  arbiter  in  such  a case.  The 
liberty  and  lives  of  American  citizens  ought  not  to 
depend  on  the  will  of  such  apart)-. 

The  British  government  has  insisted  that  every 
American  citizen  should  carry  with  him  the  evi- 
dence of  his  citizenship,  and  that  all  those  not  pos- 
sessed of  it  might  be  impressed.  This  criterion, 
if  not  otherwise  objectionable,  would  be  so,  as  the 
document,  might  be  lost,  destroyed  or  taken  from  the 
party  to  whom  it  was  granted,  nor  might  it  in  all 
be  entitled  to  respect,  as  it  might  be  counterfeited, 
transferred,  or  granted  to  improper  persons.  But 
this  rule  is  liable  to  other  and  much  stronger  objec- 
tions. On  what  principle  does  the  British  govern- 
ment claim  of  the  United  States  so  great  and  shame- 
ful a degradation  ? Ought  the  free  citizens  of  an  in- 
dependent power  to  carry  with  them  on  the  main 
ocean,  and  in  their  own  Vessels,  the  evidence  of  their 
freedom  ? And  are  all  to  be  considered  British  sub- 
jects and  liable  to  impressment  wiio  do  not  bear  with 
them  that  badge  ? Is  it  not  more  consistent  with 
every  idea  both  of  public  as  well  as  of  private  right, 
that  the  party  setting  up  a claim  to  any  interest, 
whether  it  be  ts  persons  or  property,  should  prove 
his  right  ? What  would  be  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  under  similar  circumstances  ? Would  she 
permit  the  public  ship  of  any  other  power,  disre- 
garding the  rights  of  their  flag,  to  enter  on  board  her 
merchant  vessels,  take  from  them  such  part  of  their 
crews  as  the  boarding  officers  thought  fit.,  often  her 
own  subjects,  exposing  by  means  thereof  their  ves- 
sels to  destruction?  Would  she  suffer  such  an 
usurpation  to  derive  any  sanction  from  her  patient 
forbearance  ? 

With  the  British  claim  to  impress  British  seamen, 
the  United  States  have  no  right  to  interfere,  provided 
it  be  in  British  vessels  or  in  any  other  than  those  of 
the  United  States.  That  American  citizens  should 
be  exempted  from  its  operation,  is  all  that  they  de- 
mand. Experience  has  shewn  that  this  cannot  be 
secured  otherwise,  than  by  the  vessel  in  which  they 
pail.  Take  from  American  citizens  this  barrier, 
which  ought  to  be  held  sacred,  and  there  is  nothing 
to  protect  them  against  the  rapacious  grasp  of  the 
British  navy.  This  then  is  the  extent,  of  the  demand 
of  the  United  States,  a demand  so  just  in  itself,  so 
consistent  and  inseparable  from  their  rights,  as  an 
•independent  nation,  that  it  has  been  a cause  of  asto- 
nishment, that  it  should  ever  have  been  called  in 
question.  The  foundation  of  the  British  claim  is, 
that  British  seamen  find  employment  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  ; this  is  represented  as  an  evil 
affecting  essentially  the  great  interests  of  the  British 
nation.  This  complaint  would  have  more  weight  if 
sanctioned  by  the  British  example.  It  is  known  on 


the  contrary,  that  it  is  in  direct  repugnance  to  it. 
Great  Britain  does  not  scruple  to  receive  into  her 
service  all  who  enter  into  it  voluntarily.  If  she  con- 
fined herself  within  that  limit,  the  present  contro- 
versy would  not  exist.  Heretofore  the  subjects  of 
even  the  most  despotic  powers  have  been  left  at 
liberty  to  pursue  their  own  happiness,  by  honest  in- 
dustry wherever  their  inclination  led  them. 

The  British  government  refuses  to  its  seamen  that 
privilege.  Let  not  this,  then,  be  a ground  of  contro- 
versy with  that  nation. # Let  it  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood, that  in  case  an  arrangement  should  be 
made  between  the  two  nations,  whereby  each  should 
exclude  from  its  service  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  other,  on  the  principles  and  conditions  above 
stated,  that  this  house  will  be  prepared,  so  far  as 
depends  on  it,  to  give  it  effect,  and  for  that  purpose 
to  enact  laws,  with  such  regulations  and  penalties 
as  will  be  adequate.  With  this  pledge,  it  is  not  per- 
ceived on  what  ground  the  British  government  can 
persist  in  its  claim.  If  British  seamen  are  excluded 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be 
effectually  done,  the  foundation  of  the  claim  must 
cease.  When  it  is  known  that  not  one  British  sea- 
man could  be  found  on  board  American  vessels,  it 
would  be  absurd  to  urge  that  fact  as  a motive  for 
such  impressment. 

In  declaring  a willingness  to  give  a effect  to  the 
proposed  arrangements  your  committee  consider  it 
equally  the  duty  of  the  house  to  declare, in  terms  the 
most  decisive,  that  should  the  British  government 
still  decline  it,  and  persevere  in  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment from  American  vessels,  the  United  States 
will  never  acquiesce  in  that  practice,  but  will  resist 
it  unceasingly  with  all  their  force.  It  is  not  necessa- 
ry to  inquire  what  the  course  would  have  been  with 
respect  to  impressment,  in  case  the  orders  in  council 
had  been  repealed  before  the  declaration  of  war — 
or  how  long  the  practice  of  impressment  would  have 
been  borne,  in  the  hope  that  the  repeal  would  have 
been  followed  by  a satisfactory  arrangement  with 
respect  to  impressment. 

War  having  been  declared,  and  the  case  of  im- 
pressment being  necessarily  included  as  one  of  the 
most  important  causes,  it  is  evident  it  must  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  pacification.  The  omission  of  it  in 
a treaty  of  peace,  would  not  leave  it  on  its  former 
ground  ; it  would  in  effect  be  an  absolute  relinquish- 
ment, an  idea  at  which  the  feelings  of  every  Ameri- 
can must  revolt.  The  seamen  of  the  United  States 
have  a claim  on  their  country  for  protection,  and 
they  must  be  protected.  If  a single  ship  is  taken  at 
sea,  and  the  property  of  an  American  citizen  arrest- 
ed from  him  unjustly,  it  rouses  the  indignation  of  the 
country.  How  much  more  deeply'  then  ought  we  to 
be  excited,  when  we  behold  so  many  of  this  gallant 
and  highly’  meritorious  class  of  our  fellow  citizens 
snatched  from  their  families  and  country  and  carried 
into  a cruel  and  afflicting  bondage.  It  is  an  evil 
which  ought  not,  which  cannot  be  longer  tolerated. 
Without  dwelling  on  the  sufferings  of  the  victims, 
or  on  that  wide  scene  of  distress  which  it  spreads 
among  their  relatives  through  the  country,  the  prac- 
tice is  in  itself  in  the  highest  degree  degrading  to 
the  United  States  as  a nation.  It  is  incompatible 
with  their  sovereignty' — it  is  subversive  of  the  main 
pillars  of  their  independence.  The  forbearance  of 
the  United  States  under  it  has  been  mistaken  for  pu- 
sillanimity. 

The  British  pretension  was  maturing  fast  into  a 
right.  Had  resistance  been  longer  delayed,  it  might 
have  become  one.  Every  administration  remonstrat- 
ed against  it,  in  a tone  which  bespoke  the  glowing 
indignation  of  the  country.  Their  remonstrances  pro- 
duced no  effect.  It  was  w'orthy  the  illustrious  lead- 
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er  of  our  armies,  when  called  by  the  voice  of  his 
country  to  the  head  of  the  government,  to  pause,  ra- 
ther than  to  recommend  to  his  fellow  citizens  a new 
war,  before  they  had  recovered  from  the  calamities 
of  the  late  one.  It  was  worthy  his  immediate  suc- 
cessors to  follow  his  example.  In  peace  our  free  sys- 
tem of  government  would  gain  strength,  and  our 
happy  union  become  consolidated,  But  at  the  last 
session,  the  period  had  arrived  when  forbearance 
could  be  no  longer  justified.  It  was  the  duty  of  con- 
gress to  take  up  this  subject  in  connexion  with  the 
other  great  wrongs  of  which  they  complained,  and 
to  seek  redress  in  the  only  mode  winch  became  the 
representatives  of  a free  people.  They  have  done 
so  by  appealing*  to  arms,  and  that  appeal  will  be  sup- 
ported by  their  constituents. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  an  interesting  cri- 
sis lias  arrived  in  the  United  States,  but  they  have 
no  painful  apprehension  of  its  consequences.  The 
course  before  them  is  direct.  It  is  pointed  out  equal- 
ly bv  a regard  to  the  honor,  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  nation.  If  we  pursue  it  with  firmness  and  vi- 
gor, relying*  on  the  aid  ofheaveh,  our  success  is  in- 
evitable. Our  resources  are  abundant ; the  people 
are  brave  and  virtuous,  and  their  spirit  unbroken. 
T he  gallantry  of  our  infant  navy  bespeaks  our  grow- 
ing greatness  on  that  element,  and  that  of  our  troops 
when  led  to  action  inspires  full  confidence  of  what 
may  be  expected  from  them  when  their  organiza- 
tion is  complete.  Our  union  is  always  most  strong 
when  menaced  by  foreign  dangers.  The  people  of 
America  are  never  so  much  one  family  as  when  their 
liberties  are  invaded. 

The  report  concludes  by  recommending  the  pass- 
age of  the  following  bill : 

A bill  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the  public 

vessels  and  in  the  merchant  service  of  the  United 

States. 

Sec.  1 . He  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  con- 
gress assembled , That  from  and  after  the  termina- 
tion, by  treaty  of  peace,  of  the  war  in  which  the  U. 
States  are  now  engag*ed  with  Great  Britain,  it  shall 
not  he  lawful  to  employ  as  seamen,  or  otherwise,  on 
board  of  an)'  public  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States* 
or  sailing  under  their  flag,  any  person  or  persons, 
except  natural  born  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  such 
treaty  being  made  and  concluded,  or  persons  who 
being  resident  within  the  United  States,  at  the  time 
of  such  treaty,  and  having  previously  declared,  a- 
greeably  to  existing  laws,  their  intention  to  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  as 
such  within  five  years  thereafter,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  time  as  aforesaid,  when  this  act  shall  take 
effect,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ  as  seamen,  or 
otherwise  as  aforesaid,  except  as  is  by  *Jiis  act  ex- 
cepted, any  person  or  persons  not  natural  born  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  unless  such  person  or 
persons  shall  produce  to  the  commander  of  the  pub- 
lic Vessel,  or  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  of  the 
district  to  which  the  private  vessel  belongs,  the  cer- 
tificate of  his  or  tiieir  having  been  naturalized.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorised, 
from  time  to  time  to  make  such  other  regulations, 
and  to  give  such  other  directions  to  the  several  com- 
manders of  public  aviped  vessels,  and  to  the  several 
collectors  as  may  be  proper  and  necessary  respect- 
ing the  requisite  proofs  of  nativity  or  citizenship  to 
be  exhibited  to  the  commanders  or  collectors  afore- 
said. And  no  person  shall  be  admitted  or  employed 
as  seaman  or  otherwise,  as  aforesaid,  on  board  of  any 


vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
sailing  under  their  flag,  unless  his  name  shall  have 
been  entered  in  a list  of  the  crew  approved  and  cer- 
tified by  the  collector  for  the  district  to  which  the 
vessel  belongs. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  time  as  aforesaid,  when  this  act  shall  take 
effect,  no  seaman  or  other  seafaring  man,  not  being 
a citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  admitted  or 
received  as  a passenger  on  board  of  any  public  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  private  vessel  owned 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  sailing  under 
their  flag,  without  a passport  from  the  proper  offi- 
cers of  the  country  of  which  sr.  h seaman  or  seafar- 
ing man  may  be  subject  or  citizen. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  time  as  aforesaid,  when  this  act  shall 
tike  effect,  the  consuls  or  commercial  agents  of  any 
nation  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted (under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescrib- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States)  to  state 
their*  objections  to  the  proper  commander  or  collect- 
or as  aforesaid,  against  the  employment  of  any  sea- 
man or  seafaring  man  on  board  of  any  public  or  pri- 
vate vessel  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  his 
being  a native  subject  or  citizen  of  such  nation,  and 
not  embraced  within  the  description  of  persons  who 
may  thus  be  lawfully  employed,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act ; and  the  said  consuls  or  com- 
mercial agents  shall  also  be  admitted  under  the  said 
regulations,  to  be  present  at  the  time  when  the 
proofs  Qf  the  nativity  or  citizenship  of  the  persons, 
against  wfiom  such  objections  may  have  been  made, 
shall  be  Investigated  by  such  commander  or  col- 
lector. 

See.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  com- 
mander of  a public  vessel  of  the  United  States,  shall 
employ,  or  permit  to  be  employed,  or  shall  admit  or 
receive,  or  permit  to  be  admitted  or  received  on 
board  his  vessel,  any  person  whose  employment  or 
admission  is  prohibited  by  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  each  person  thus 
unlawfully  employed,  or  admitted  on  board  such 
vessel. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son shall,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be 
employed  as  a seaman  or  otherwise,  or  be  received 
as  a passenger  on  board  of  any  vessel  owned  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  or  sailing  under  their  flag, 
the  master  or  commander,  and  the  owner  or  owners 
of  such  vessel,  shall  each  respectively  forfeit  and 
pay  five  hundred  dollars  for  each  person  thus  unlaw- 
fully employed  in  any  one  voyage;  which  sum  or 
sums  shall  be  recovered,  even  although  such  sea- 
man or  person  might  have  been  admitted  and  enter- 
ed in  the  certified  list  of  the  crew  aforesaid,  by  the 
collector  for  the  district  to  which  the  vessel"  may 
belong  ; and  all  penalties  arising  under  or  incurred 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted 
and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suits  by  action  of  debt, 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  by  indictment 
or  information  in  any  court,  having  competent  ju- 
risdiction to  try  the  same,  and  shall  accrue  and  be 
one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and 
the  other  mpiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  U.  States, 
except  where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  which  case  the 
whole  shall  be  to  their  use  and  may  be  examined,  mi- 
tigated or  remitted  in  like  manner  and  under  the  like 
conditions,  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  pre- 
scribed, authorised  and  directed  by  the  act  entitled, 
“an  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting*  the 
forfeitures,  penalties  and  disabilities,  accruing  m 
certain  cases  therein  mentioned,  passed  the  3d  day 
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of  March,  1797,  and  made  perpetual  by  an  act, 
passed  the  11th  day  of  February,  1800. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  forbid  any 
commander  or  master  of  a public  or  private  armed 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  whilst  in  a foreign  port 
or  place,  from  supplying  any  deficiency  of  seamen 
on  board  such  vessel  by  employing  subjects  of  such 
foreign  country,  with  the  permission  of  the  govern- 
ment thereof. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  shall  have  no  e fleet  or  operation 
with  respect  to  the  employment  as  seamen,  of  the 
subjects  or  citizen's  of  any  foreign  nation,  which 
.shall  not  have  forbidden  on  board  her  public  and  pri- 
vate vessels  the  employment  as  seamen,  or  otherwise 
of  native  citizens  of  the  United  States  ; or  who  shall 
permit  the  commanders  of  her  public  vessels  to  im- 
press or  takeaway  from  on  board  any  vessel,  sailing’ 
under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  any  seaman  or 
any  other  person,  not  being  a soldier  or  otherwise  in 
the  employment  of  an  enemy  of  such  nation. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained,  -shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
vent any  arrangement  between  the  United  States  and 
any  foreign  nation,  which  may  take  place  under  any 
treaty  or  convention,  made  and  ratified  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
and  by  which  the  reciprocal  employment  as  seamen, 
of  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  two  countries,  may, 
in  the  instances  and  manner  provided  by  such  treaty 
qr  convention,  be  permitted. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  no  per- 
son who  shall  arrive  in  the  United  States  from  and 
after  the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall 
be  admitted  to  become  a citizen  of  the  U.  States, 
who  shall  not,  for, the  continued  term  of  five  years 
next  preceding  his  admission  as  aforesaid,  have  re- 
sided within  the  United  States,  without  being  at  any 
time  daring  the  said  five  years,  out  of  the  territory 
of  the  said  states. 

The  bilL  was  twice  read,  and 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  SeybeH 
and  Mr.  Wright,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Wednesday.  The  report  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  5000  copies  were  directed  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Kent  offered  for  consideration  the  following 
resolution  ; observing  that  as  it  merely  proposed  an 
enquiry,  he  did  not  expect  it  would  meet  with  any 
objection  : 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  i*e- 
mitting  the  provisions  of  the  nonimportation  act  on 
all  importations  of  plaister  of  Paris,  whether  in 
neutral  or  American  vessels.” 

Mr.  Baker  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution  at  con- 
siderable length. 

Mr.  Blackledge,  Mr.  Rhea  and  Mr.  MKim,  oppos- 
ed the  resolution  as  aiming  a blow  at  the  nonimpor- 
tation act,  which  they  were  disposed  religiously  to 
enforce. 

The  resolution  was  eventually  rejected — 57  to  56. 
The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mili- 
tia bill.  A motion  was  made  to  strike  out  aii  that 
part  which  provides  for  classing  the  militia,  which 
was  negatived — 48  to  65.  It  was  finally  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  and  appropriated  $100,000  to  remunerate 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Comtittttion  for  destroy- 
ing the  Guerriere  ; which  the  house  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  the  bill  to  a third  reading'. 


Saturday  Jan.  30. — The  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  ami 
for  classing  the  same,  was  read  the  third  time — 
Messrs.  Quincy,  Tallmadge uml  Bigeknv  spoke  against 
the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Robertson,  Wright  and  Stow  in 
support  of  it.  Mr.  JWdson  being  opposed  to  the  bill, 
moved  to  re-commit  it — lost,  yeas  46,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Rhea  supported  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr. 
Williams  followed  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Quincy  and  Mr.  Tallmadge. 

The  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and.  carried,  yeas  67, 
navs,  48,  as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Baker,  Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb, 
Blackledge,  Breckenridge,. Cheves,  Cochran,  Clopton,  Condit,  Crawv 
ford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Earle,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gray,  Green, 
Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Johnson,  Kent,  Kennedy.  King,  Lacoek, 
Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Moore,  M’Bride,  M’Coy,  M’Kee, 
M’Kim,  Metcalf,  Morrow,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Plea- 
sants, Randolph,  Rulgely,  lthea,  Roane,  Roln  rts,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sawyer,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Stow., 
Troup,  Turner,  Williams,  Wilson,  Winn,  Wright — 67. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bacon,  Bigelow,  Bleeekev,Boyd,Brighain, Brown, 
Bunvell,  Chittenden, Cook,  Davenport,  Ely, Emott, Findley,  Fitch, 
Gholson,  Gold,  Goldsholougb,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Kufty,  Hyneirtan,  Jackson,  Law,  Lyle,  Mil  nor,  Morgan, 
Mbseley,  Nelson,  Piper,  Pitkin, Porter,  Potter,  Quincy,  Reed,  Rich- 
ardson, Sammons,  G;  Smith,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taliaferro,  Tall; 
madge,  Taiiman,  Tracy,  Wheaton,,  White— 48. 

Monday,  Feb.  1. — The  house  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  to  compensate  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Constitution  for  destroying  the  Guerriere. 
The  bill  being  on  its  third  reading,  several  members 
spoke  for  and  against  it. 

The  argument  against  this  bill  was,  that  it  would 
be  setting  a precedent  which  would  be  considered 
authoritative  in  future  cases  ; that  it  was  giving  a do- 
nation for  an  act  of  duty  only,  though  gallantly 
performed;  it  was  rewarding  a service,  which,  had 
it  been  rendered  on  land,  would  have  received  no 
remuneration,  as  experience  had  proved  in  the  case 
of  the  Tippecanoe  expedition  ; and  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  justice  to  confer  pecuniary  rewards  on  one 
class  of  our  citizens  in  exclusion  of  others.  In  fa- 
vor of  the  bill,  it  was  stated  that  the  captured  ves- 
sel, if  brought  into  port.  Would  have  produced  six 
times  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  her ; 
and  that  the  captors  ought  not  to  incur  a total  loss 
from  the  destruction  of  the  vessel,  which  the  fear 
of  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  had  ren- 
dered necessary  to  the  public  service.  It  was  urged, 
that  if  any  city  in  the  United  States  had  to  legislate 
on  this  subject,  five  times  as  much  would  have  been 
awarded  as  is  now  proposed.  All  the  gentlemen 
who  spoke  offered  the  tribute  of  their  respect  to  the 
gallantry"  and  conduct  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of 
our  public  vessels. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  hill  was  decid- 
ed as  follows : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baker,  Basset,  Bigelow,  Blackledge, 
Bleecker,  Breckenridge,  Chews,  Cook,  Condit,  Cints,  Dawson, 
Findley,  Fitch,  Gholson,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Gray,  Green,  Gros- 
venor, Hawes,  Kent,  Key,  Law,  Lowndes,  M‘ Bride,  Milwor,  Mitch- 
ill,  Moseley,  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Porter,  Randblpb,  Reed,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Sammons,  Saw- 
yer, Sevier,  Seybert,  ShefFey,  J.  Smith,  Stuart,  Stow,  Sturges,  Tail- 
man,  Troup,  White,  Widgery,  Winn,  Weight — 55. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,  Bacon,  Bard,  Bibb,  Brig- 
ham, Browp,  Burwell,  Butler,  Carr,  Chittenden,  Cochran.  Clopton, 
Crawford,  Davis,  Desha,  Dinsmoov,  Earle,  Ely,  Fisk,  Franklin,  15. 
Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  King,  Kennedy, 
Lacock,  Lewis,  Little,  Lyle,  Macon,  MToy,  M‘Kee,  Metcalf,  Mor- 
gan, Morrow,  Newbokl,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pond,  Porter,  Rhea, 
Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Seaver,  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Turner,  Wheaton,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wilson.— 59. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  secretaries 
of  the  war  and  navy  departments,  so  as  to  make 
them  equal  to  those  of  the  secretaries  of  state  and 
of  the  treasury.  On  the  question  to  raise  these  sala- 
ries to  5000$ — yeas  50,  nays  66,  so  the  motion  was 
lost , and  the  bill  afterwards  indefinitely  postponed 
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Tuesday , Feb.  2. — A letter  was  received  from 
William  Jones,  esq.  secretary  of  the  navy,  respect- 
ing1 the  pension  fund.  This  day  was  chiefly  employ- 
ed in  considering-  the  report  of  a select  committee 
relative  to  military  lands  due  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  line,  on  the  revolutionary  war 
establishment.  No  decision  was  had. 

Wednesday , Feb.  4 — A bill  to  impose  an  addition 
al  duty  on  tiie  importation  ©f  -wire,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Foreign  relations.— The  house  resolved  itself 
into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  prohibiting  the  employment  of 
foreign  seamen  in  the  armed  vessels  and  merchant 
service  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Gnindy  rose  to  explain  the  various  provisions 
of  the  bill,  its  general  object,  and  the  considerations 
by  which  the  committee  were  influenced  in  report- 
ing it.  lie  commenced  by  soliciting  a calm  and  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  principles  of  the  bill, 
and  such  amendment  of  its  details  as  should  seem 
to  the  house  to  be  necessary.  He  then  proceeded  to 
an  examination  of  the  public  law  on  this  subject, 
the  great  principles  of  the  bill,  and  its  details. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  to  Mr.  Grundy  and  opposed 
the  bill  at  considerable  length.  He  considered  it  as 
a violation  of  public  law,  and  as  a violation  of  our 
constitution,  so  far  as  respects  naturalization.  He 
also  viewed  it  as  an  attempt  to  wrest  the :■  treaty- 
making  power  from  the  hands  of  the  executive,  and 
offered  many  objections  to  the  bill  in  principle  and 
detail. 

After  he  concluded,  the.  committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  house  resumed  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday,and  concurred  in  the  disagreement  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  making  provision  for  satisfying  the 
claims  to  land  of  the  officers, and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  on  state  establishment,  by  a vote  of  68 
io  40. 


of  m 

MILITARY. 

Gen.  Harrison , left  Franklmton  for  Upper  San- 
dusky about  the  12th  pit.  At  the  former  place 
there  remained  on  the  15th,  4 companies  of  U.  S. 
infantry,  and  3 companies  of  12  months  volunteers. 
It  was  there  understood  that  gen  Winchesters was  at 
the  Rapids  of  the  Miami.  The  weather  has  been 
been  extremely  severe.  To  the  enterprize  of  this 
army  great  importance  is  duly  attached.  If  Malden 
is  taken,  while  the  river  is  ice  bound,  the  Queen 
Charlotte , now  lying  t’uere,  will  fall  into  our  hands, 
or  be  destroyed ; as  null  also  a large  ship  the  enemy 
is  building  at  that  place. 

Captain  Forsyth* s rifle  company  on  the  waters  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  consists  of  185  men,  enlisted  for 
five  years. 

During  the  last  month,  “in  compliment  to  admiral 
Warren”  the  following  additional  volunteer  corps 
were  raised,  for  the  defence  of  jYew-York — colonel 
Sitche7'*s  regiment  of  artillery,  1200  men ; colonel 
Swartwout’s  do,  1000  ; col.  Hawkins’  do.  8Q0  ; col. 
Ward’s  do.  infantry  ; 500;  col.  Dennison’s  riflemen 
500.— total  4000  men. 

It  appears  that  the  British  troops  in  Canada , have 
suffered  quite  as  much  from  disease  as  our  own 
troops  on  the  lines — but  the  Canadians  have  been 
too  honest  to  represent  the  mortality  athousand  times 
greater  than  ft  was,  to  check  the  recruiting"  service 


and  the  march  of  the  militia,  as  the  practice  is  in  the 
United  States. 

The  adjutant-general’s  return  of  the  militia  of  JYe  v> 
York , for  the  present  year,  is  69,017  infantry  ; 2,619 
artillery;  3,403  cavalry— total  95,129  men. 

A letter  from  Urbarma , (O.)  dated  the  13th.  ult. 
states  that  a greitt  portion  of  the  N.  W.  army  was 
then  about  to  move  to  Detroit.  As  before  stated,  the 
force  under  general  Harrison  amounts  to  8000  effec- 
tives. 

General  Armstrong,  Secretary  at  War,  has  arrived 
at  Washington. 

The  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  being  ice  bound, 
a great  many  deserters  from  the  British  are  passing 
over— Some  bring  their  arms  with  them.  Policy  will 
dictate  the  removal  of  these  men  from  the  lines. 

To  the  pub-uc. — Having  acted  as  Judge  Advocate 
of  general  Tannehill’s  brigade,  on  the  late  expedi- 
tion to  Buffalo,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  state  that 
the  information  communicated  to  the  public  by  gen. 
Smyth — that  a court  martial  of  said  brigade  had  fined 
a volunteer  twelve  and  an  half  cents  for  desertion,  is 
entirely  unfounded— no  such  decision  was  made. 

The  misrepresentation  (if  undesigned)  must  have 
arisen  from  the  circumstance  of  a soldier  having  been 
fined  in  that  sum  for  firing  off  his  gun  contrary  to 
orders.  M.  CANAN. 

Burlington , f Vt.J  Jan.  21. — On  Tuesday  last,  was 
brought  into  camp,  a Mr.  Sears  of  Williston  ; he  was 
taken  on  Hog-island,  on  bis  wav  to  the  enemy,  with 
a load  of  provision.  We  understand  that  he  was  ar- 
rested by  a lieutenant,  and  sergeant,  of  the  United 
States  army,  and  a citizen  who  volunteered  his  ser- 
vice. Sears  is  a giant  in  strength,  and  fought  until 
he  was  overpowered.  Those  who  took  him  are  se- 
verely wounded,  and  are  now  confined  to  their  rooms3 
ARMY  OF  THE  CENTRE. 

Copy  of  a communication  made  by  colonel  William  II. 

Winder , to  general  Smyth , relative  to  the  attack  on 

the  enemy’s  lines,  opposite  and  below  Black-Hock , on 

the  night  of  the  2 7th,  JYov.  1812. 

Black-rock,  Dec,  7th,  1812. 

Sir — I should  before  this  have  communicated  the 
circumstances  relative  to  the  two  enterprises  of  the 
night  of  the  28th,  had  not  your  presence  enabled  you 
at  once  to  learn  the  general  result,  so  far  as  was  ne- 
cessary, to  predicate  other  movements  on  ; and  had 
not  my  incessant  occupation  since  rendered  it  almost, 
impossible  to  find  the  requisite  time.  I deem  it  how- 
ever my  duty,  in  justice  to  the  gallant  officers  and 
men  who  formed  a part  of  that  expedition,  to  pre- 
sent to  you  such  particulars  as  I have  obtained  from 
those  engaged  in  it,  and  which  have  been  confirmed 
by  the  prisoners  who  were  taken. 

Agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  27th,  lieutenant 
colonel  Boerstler  embarked  with  about  200  of  the 
4th,  in  11  boats  ; and  captain  King  of  the  army,  and 
lieutenant  Angus  of  the  navy,  embarked  with  150 
soldiers  and  70  sailors,  in  10  boats  ; between  12  and 
1 o’clock  of  the  morning  of  the  28th.  The  embarka- 
tion of  both  detachments  was  made  with  exemplary 
silence,  order  and  promptitude. 

The  detachment  of  captain  King  having  to  ascend 
the  river  against  the  current,  to  arrive  at  the  point 
of  attack,  I directed  him  to  move  off  first,  so  that 
the  detachment  under  lieut.  col.  Boerstler  having  in 
some  degree  the  advantage  of  the  current,  each 
party  might  arrive  as  nearly  as  possible  at  its  point 
of  attack  at  the  same  time, 

The  detachment  of  King  and  Angus  was  discover  - 
ed by  the  centinels  some  time  before  it  landed — and 
was.  assailed  by  a discharge  of  small  arms  from  the 
centinels,  and  one  or  two  discharges  from  a field 
piece  at  the  B<?d  House..  Fotu*  boats  out  of  tiie  ten 
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nevertheless  resolutely  landed,  The  sailors  under 
lieutenant  Angus,  with  their  characteristic  impetu- 
osity, rushed  into  the  hotcstfire,  before  the  infantry 
could  be  formed  after  landing,  and  sustained  con- 
siderable injury.  Captain  King,  however,  seconded 
by  captain  Morgan  and  Sprole,  formed  the  infantry, 
which  did  land  as  expeditiously  as  possible — and  in 
conjunction  with  lieutenant  Angtis,  volunteer  Swart- 
wout,  and  the  brave  naval  officers,  soon  overcame  all 
resistance  there.  He  then  turned  to  the  left,  and 
proceeded  to  storm  the  enemy’s  lower  battery,  which 
was  vigorously  assailed,  and  soon  carried,  and  the 
cannon  spiked.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  next  battery 
above — which  the  trepidation  of  the  enemy  had  by 
this  time  abandoned — and  spiked  the  cannon  there 
and  broke  the  carriage.  In  the  mean  time,  lieuten-; 
ant  Angus  and  volunteer  SvVartwout,  and  their  party 
of  sailors,  had  spiked  the  field  pieces  atthe  Red 
House,  and  had  thrown  them, together  with  two  cais- 
sons, into  the  river— which  having  accomplished,  he 
retired  to  the  place  of  landing,  where,  finding-  only 
four  boats,  and  being  ignorant  that  the  others  had 
not  landed,  and  seeing  nothing  of  the  infantry,  he 
concluded  that  either  they  had  been  made  prisoners 
or  had  deserted  him ; and  in  consequence  immediate- 
ly embarked  his  men  with  his  wounded  prisoner, 
lieutenant  King  of  the  Royal  Artillery,-  and  returned 
round  the  lower  end  of  Squaw  Island  again  to  the 
navy  yard.  In  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  mis- 
take, which  arose  from  the  failure  of  six  of  the  boats 
to  make  their  landing,  captain  King  with  captains 
Sprole  and  Morgan,  and  about  60  men,  were  left  on 
the  other  shore. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Boerstler  with  his  detachment 
had  in  the  mean  time  proceeded  down  the  river  to 
attack  and  destroy  the  party  stationed  at  French- 
man’s creek,  and  the  bridge  over  it. 

The  discovery  of  the  party  under  captain  King  and 
lieutenant  Angus  at  so  early  a period,  and  the  conse- 
quent firing,  had  alarmed  the  centinels  and  party 
near  Frenchman’s  creek,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Roerstlei'  immediately  pushed  to  strike  the  shore 
at  the  nearest  point,  which,  with  a want  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  localities  of  the  place  and  the  darkness 
of  the  night,  occasioned  him  to  land  from  a quarter 
to  half  a mile  above  the  bridge— not  without  having 
received  the  fire  of  the  centinels  and  a small  party, 
and  having  a picket  guard  of  about  thirty  men  of  the 
49th  drawn  up  and  advancing  upon  them  at  the  mo- 
ment of  binding.  Four  of  his  boats,  misled  by  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  or  the  -inexperienced  rowers, 
being  unable  to  force  them  across  the  current,  fell 
below  near  the  bridge,  and  were  forced  to  retire  by 
the  party  of  the  enemy  stationed  there. 

The  companies  of  captains  Montgomery  and  Lane, 
and  a part  of  Sullivan’s  company  under  lieutenant 
Kearney,  however  effected  their  landing  with  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Boerstler.  The  boat  in  which  lieut. 
col.  Boerstler  was  with  captain  Lane  and  twenty 
men,  first  reached  the  .shore.  These  were  formed 
as  well,  and  as  quickly  as  possible  ordered  to  fire  on 
the  enemy— winch  Was  done  with  much  gallantry, 
but  not  without  some  confusion,  inseparable  from 
darkness,  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  ready  to  receive 
them,  of  whose  numbers  they  were  ignorant,  and  by 
men  and  officers  for  the  first  time  engaged  in  a con- 
test. The  exertions  oi  lieutenant-colonel  Boerstler 
to  keep  his  party  in  order,  threw  him  somewhat  in 
advance,  and  lie  was  saved  from  the  bayonet  of  one 
of  the  enemy  by  his  presence  of  mind  and  prompti- 
tude in  shooting  him  down  with  his  pistol.  An  en- 
couraging command  at  that  moment  brought  the 
bayonets  of  his  party  in  contact  with  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  they  fled  with  precipitation,  leaving  se- 
veral dead  and  two  prisoners.  The  pursuit  was 


pressed  to  the  bridge.  Several  of  the  axes  were  in 
the  boats  which  had  not  landed,  and  the  necessity  of 
encountering  the  enemy  at  the  moment  of  landing 
occasioned  those  that  were  in  the  boats  that  had. 
reached  the  shore  to  be  left.  A party  however  was 
detached  under  lieutenant  Waring,  to  break  up  the 
bridge  by  any  means  which  they  could  find : and 
about  one-third  of  the  planks  were  actually  re- 
moved. 

At  this  time  all  was  silent  with  the  parties  under 
captain  King  and  lieutenant  Angus — and  lieut.  col. 
Boerstler  supposed  them  either  repelled  or  success- 
ful. At  this  moment  lieutenant  Woodward,  com- 
manding the  boat  guard,  made  a corporal  and  a pri- 
vate of  the  49th  prisoners,  and  learned  that  the 
whole  force  from  fort  Erie  were  coming  down  upon, 
them,  and  that  two  hundred  were  jvithin  a fi-w  mi- 
nutes’ march  of  the  boats.  He  immediately  dis- 
patched a messenger  to  inform  lieut.  col.  Boerstler,. 
who  formed  his  party,  hastened  up  to  the  boats,  and 
a small  distance  above  the  boats  discovered  a con- 
siderable party  of  the  enemy  formed.  Lieut,  col. 
Boerstler  by  a feint  in  giving  "the  title  of  field  officers 
to  captains,  and  battalions  to  companies  in  loud  or- 
ders, endeavored  to  alarm  the  enemy  by  the  appre- 
hension of  being  out-numbered,  ordered  a fire  and 
then  a charge — the  enemy  fied  without  giving  a 
chance  to  reach  liim. 

The  order  being  not  to  attempt  to  hold  possession, 
lieut.  col.  Boerstler  deemed  it  advisable  to  embark 
bis  troops  to  return — judging,  as  has  since  been  asr 
certained,  that  the  whole  force  from  Fort  Erie  was 
approaching. 

The  success  of  captain  Iving  and  lieutenant  Angus 
had  led  the  enemy  to  suppose  tiiat  a large  force  had 
landed  with  them,  and  instead  therefore,  of  coming 
down  the  river,  they  passed  through  the  fields  be- 
tween the  batteries  and  the  woods,  and  came  into 
the  river  road  between  the  batteries  and  Frenchman’s 
creek — probably  without  knowing  that  lieut.  col. 
Boerstler’s  detachment  had  landed  below — and  when 
they  found  their  advance  dispersed  by  what,  from 
lieut.  col.  Boerstler’s  feint,  they  had  supposed  a 
large  party,  they  again  turned  off  to  the  left  through 
the  fields,  passed  round  the  bridge  and  concentred 
their  force  below. 

Had  lieut.  col.  Boerstler  known  that  the  party  of 
captain  King  had  been  successful,  a junction  might 
have  been  made,  and  every  thing  accomplished.  But 
he  was  justified  in  supposing  that  as  the  enemy’s 
force  had  passed  down  by  the  point  of  captain  King’s 
attack,  he  had  been  beaten  off  or  taken — and  that 
under  that  supposition  it  therefore  became  necessa- 
ry for  him  immediately  to  embark. 

Captain  King  with  Morgan  and  Sprole,  after  ac- 
complishing their  object,  and  finding  the  boats 
gone,  proceeded  down  the  river — and  near  French- 
mans’ creek  found  two  of  the  enemy’s  boats,  in  which 
Morgan  and  Sprole,  with  about  half  the  detachment 
and  their  prisoners  embarked  about  day,  and  return- 
ed to  our  shore— captain  King  gallantly  refusing  to 
leave  the  shore  unless  all  his  men  could  acccompa- 
nv  him. 

Lieutenant  Waring,  with  eight  men  employed  in 
breaking  up  the  bridge,  were  left,  notwithstanding 
lieutenant-colonel  Boerstler  in  the  most  pointed 
manner,  enquired  several  times  after  the  party  were 
on  board,  and  before  they  put  off,  whether  every 
one  was  on  board.  It  was  too  dark  to  see,  and  he 
was  left.  You  know  the  manner  in  which  I saved 
him  the  next  morning — and  of  the  manner  in  which 
my  attempt  to  land  with  the  14th  and  part  of  the 
2 id  was  frustrated. 

I cannot  close  this  communication,  without  ex- 
pressing my  high  sense  of  the  cool,  intrepid  and 
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collected  manner  irt  which  lieut.  col.  Boerstler  andj 
the  officers  and  men  under  him,  conducted  them- 
selves in  this,  their  first  essay  in  practical  war,  under 
circumstances  well  calculated  to  have  confused,  dis- 
tracted and  intimidated  veteran  soldiers. 

Captain  King-  has  placed  his  gallantry  and  mag- 
nanimity in  a conspicuous  point  of  view,  by  his 
storming  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  refusing  to  de- 
sert his  men. 

Lieutenant  Angus  and  such  of  his  men  as  landed, 
maintained  the  high  character  ot  American  tars.  He 
Was  unfortunately  and  necessarily  misled  by  the  ab- 
sence of  so  many  boats — and  from  this  cause  it  arose, 
that  we  remained  ignorant  of  the  actual  state  ot  the 
enemy’s  shore,  until  it  was  too  late  to  profit  by  it. 

I think,  however,  there  is  no  man  who  would  not 
have  acted,  under  similar  circumstances,  as  lieut. 
Angus  did. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Boerstler  has  shewn  by  this 
night,  that  he  is  adequate  to  command  in  very  try- 
ing and  perplexing-  circumstances — and  captain 
King  has  manifested  most  fully  his  character  for 
gallantry  and  courage. 

I cannot  pretend  to  particularise  the  merits  of 
others,  where  all  who  landed  under  the  respective 
commands  of  these  gentlemen,  conducted  themselves 
in  the  handsomest  manner. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  serv’t. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  WINDER, 

Col.  14th  Infanty  U.  S.  Army. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Smyth , 

Commanding  Centre  Army . 

The  subjoined  is  copied  from  an  original  letter 
from  col.  Ulmer  to  the  select  men  of  Eastport,  a 
copy  of  which  was  posted  up  at  the  exchange  in 
that  town  on  the  9th  inst.  and  a flag  sent  to  St.  An- 
drew’s, to  convey  the  information  to  the  inhabitants 
there. 

EASTERN  FRONTIER. 

Head-  Quarters  at  Eastport , January  8,  1813. 

Gentlemen — I am  instructed  to  endeavor  to  stop 
all  intercourse  between  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States  and  the  subjects  of  Uis  Britannic  majesty. 
I therefore  notify  you,  for  the  information  of  the  in- 
habitants of  your  town,  and  those  persons  who 
may  reside  in  the  town,  that  every  person  resid- 
ing in  the  town,  who  is  not  an  American  citizen 
or  subject,  and  does  not  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance within  six  days,  will  he  considered  as  pri- 
soner of  war,  and  will  be  removed  to  a place  of  safe- 
ty— And  every  citizen  who  shall  hereafter  pass  into 
the  British  dominions,  except  by  permission  from  the 
commanding  officer  of  this  frontier,  will  be  consid- 
ered as  carrying  information  to  the  enemy,  and  will 
be  dealt  with  accordingly.  Every  person  detected 
in  supplying  the  enemy,  or  any  subject  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty,  with  provisions  of  any  kind,  nr  other 
articles  of  comfort  or  use,  will  be  apprehended  for 
treason,  and  dealt  with  accordingly.  Flags  of  truce 
will  be  granted  to  persons  who  have  actual  necessity 
to  pass  into  the  British  provinces.  All  letters  direct- 
ed to  British  subjects  will  hereafter  be  inspected, 
and  delivered  to  the  officer  of  the  first  flag  of  truce 
that  passes,  if  the  letters  are  admissible.  Aliens 
who  wish  to  pass  into  the  British  government,  arc- 
directed  to  apply  within  six  days  to  the  commanding- 
officer  at  this  post,,  who  will  furnish  them  with  a flag 
of  truce  for  the  purpose. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  groat  respect,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  . GEORGE  ULMER, 

C Slone*  of  Vohintecrs,  commanding 

on  the  Eastern  Frontier. 


NAVAL. 

Commodore  Decatur  was  escorted,  with  great  pa- 
rade into  Philadelphia, his  native  city,  on  Monday  last. 
Party  feelings  were  extinct  in  the  reception  of  the 
hero. 

The  active  privateer  Teazer,  has  been  captured 
by  the  St.  Domingo  of  74  guns,  and  burnt.  The 
Joseph  and  Mary , of  Baltimore , lias  been  sent  intQ 
Jamaica. 

It  appears,  that  the  U.  S.  brig  Vixen,  was  captur- 
ed by  the  Southampton , after  a chase  of  nine  hours. 
Both  vessels  were  afterwards  totally  lost  on  the 
island  of  Conception  (Bahamas) — but  the  crews  were 
saved  and  carried  to  Nassau. 

The  British  sloop  of  war  Avenger,  going  into 
the  harbor  of  St.  Johns  (N.  F.)  struck  on  the  Pan- 
cake rock,  and,  was  totally  lost. 

Etiquette  of  IVar.  The  cartel  ship  Pacific,  about 
to  sail  from  New-York  for  Liverpool,  will  go  round 
to  Reedy  island,  in  the  Delaware,  and  remain  there 
a few  hours  for  the  reception  of  passengers  and  let- 
lers,  which  cannot  be  received  at  New  York , that 
being  considered  a “garrisoned  city.” 

A number  of  heavy  British  ships  appeared  off  the 
light  house  at  Sandy-Hook,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
22nd  ult.  They  effected  nothing  but  to  shew  the 
alacrity  of  those  to  whom  the  defence  of  New  York, 
is  committed.  At  the  advanced  fort  (Fort  Rich- 
mond) every  man  was  at  his  post,  the  furnaces  heat- 
ed, and  every  thing  prepared  to  give  sir  John  B.  War- 
ren, a warm  reception. 

Some  time  ago  a great  hue  and  cry  was  raised  in 
New-York  against  one  of  the  privateers  belonging  to 
that  port,  because  she  had  sent  in  as  prize,  a small 
fishing  vessel  belonging  to  a lady  of  New  Brunswick, 
though  it  was  seized  merely  to  prevent  information 
of  the  privateer’s  movements  to  the  enemy,  and  de- 
signed to  be  restored,  as  it  was — We  do  not  observe 
this  sympathy  for  our  own  oystermen,  who  are  cap- 
tured by  the  seventy-fours  off  New  York,  and  robbed 
of  their  cargoes.  These  are  valiant  deeds  ! — “ Nd - 
sonising  the  main”  with  a vengeance.  The  Virginia 
sloop.  Two  Sisters,  with  a load  of  prime  oysters, 
was  gallantly  taken  by  admiral  IVarren's  own  ship. 

We  have  the  names  of  several  Americans  on  board 
the  Dragon  of  74  guns,  now  on  o.ur  coast.  We  have 
daily  evidence  of  the  justice  of  the  broad  assertion 
we  have  made — that  not  a single  British  vessel  of 
war,  be  her  stationed  where  it  may,  is  destitute  of 
impressed  Americans. 

Certain  persons  appear  very  unhappy  at  the  idea 
that  a squadron  of  ships  of  war  from  France  may 
divert  the  attention  of  the  British  on  our  coasts.— 
“God  save  the  king  1”  . 

A very  valuable  British  ship  of 500  tons,  carrying 
eighteen  'guns  and  deeply  laden  with  dry  goods, 
muskets,  ammunition  and  cannon,  from  Loiulon,  via 
Halifax,  for  St.  John’s,  N.  B.  went  on  shore  on  the 
16th  ult.  on  Moose  Perky  Head,  near  Machias  in  the 
district  of  Maine.  At  Eastport  they  beat  up  for  vo- 
lunteers to  get  possession  of  her;  but  the  British, 
hearing  of  the  intended  expedition,  set  fire  to  her, 
and  site  was  entirely  consumed. 

The  American  prisoners  at  Gibraltar  arc  treated 
in  the  most  niggardly  manner  by  the  British  ; be- 
ing closely  confined,  without  a sufficiency  of  food. 

Many  American  licensed  vessels  are  at  Bermuda , 
the  masters  and  crews  of  which  being  plundered  of 
all  their  little  articles,  are  “magnanimously”  turned 
ashore  t,o  get  a subsistence  by  their  wits,  or  starve. 
These  are  the  “noble  English.” 

The  privateer  Sparrow  of  Baltimore,  with  4 short 
6’s  and  one  long  9,  and  45  men,  engaged  in  Snrrirtam 
roads , the  British  ship  Aim  well  of  fourteen  18’s,  four 
12’s  and  51  men.  After  a fight  of  more  than  three 
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haurs,  during'  winch  the  Sparrow  lost  one  man,  the 
British  ran  their  vessel  ashore  to  prevent  the  necessi- : 
ty  of  striking  their  colors. 

From  Racket? s Harbor  we  learn  that  the  masts  of 
the  ship  J fadison  are  all  up — and  that  another  small- 
er vessel  is  building  for  the  service,  and  in  great 
forwardness.  Every  preparation  appears  to  be  made 
to  repel  the  enemy  if  lie  shall  attack  the  place.  The 
wicked  falsehoods  about  the  decease  of  the  troops 
there,  are  flatly  contradicted. 

A joint  committee  of  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, have  reported  a bill  to  build  a ship  of  74  guns, 
to  lie  called  the  ^Massachusetts,  to  be  offered  to  the 
United  States,  and  employed  in  the  present  war 
against  Great  Britain. 

Tiie  British  transport.  Lady  Johnson,  from  Lon- 
don, for  Halifax,  a prize  to  the  French  privateer 
Comet,  of  Bordeaux,  lias  arrived  at  Port  Penn,  Dela- 
ware. She  is  reported  to  be  laden  with  40  pieces  of 
battering  cannon  ; 2000  bbls.  large  grain  gun-pow- 
dei’,  90  lbs.  each ; a great  parcel  of  Congreve  rockets  ; 
a large  quantity  of  muskets  and  accoutrements,  with 
iron  and  leaden  bullets,  cordage  and  various  muni- 
tions of  war.  These  articles  come  to  a very  good 
market. 

Salem  privateers. — Since  the  declaration  of  war, 
eighteen  privateers  have  sailed  from  Salem,  carrying 
in  the  whole  115  guns.  They  have  taken  eighty-se- 
sscn  prizes,  fifty -eight  of  which,  carrying  127  guns, 
have  arrived ; of  the  remainder,  several  have  been 
destroyed,  or  ransomed,  or  given  up  to  the  prison- 
-ers,  and  some  have  been  re-captured.  Of  the  ves- 
sels sent  in,  eleven  were  American  ,•  four  of  these 
were  condemned,  for  trading  with  the  enemy  (we 
presume)  ; two  remain  in  court'  under  the  non-im- 
portation ; the  rest  were  compromised. 

The  French  privateer  brig  Comet  has  arrived  at 
Charleston  from  a cruise  ; during  which  she  took  ten 
vessels — several  of  them  new-made  Spaniards. 

Mr.  Seldon,  thepilot  of  the  Tamerlane,  has  return- 
ed to  Norfolk  ; and  was  hot  put. in  irons  as  stated. 

Pom  Halifax  we  learn  the  British  are  making  the 
greatest  exertions  to  obtain  seamen. 

The  following  proclamation,  by  Hugh  Pioot,  esq. 
captain  of  his  H.  M.  ship  Orpheus,  senior  officer  in 
tiie  port  of  Halifax,  was  published  the  26th  of  Dec. 

“It  is  hereby  certified  and  declared,  ail  marines  and 
seamen,  who  shall  come  into  this  province,  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  within  three  months  from 
this  date,  shall  be  protected  from  impressment,  and 
will  be  permitted  to  return  to  England  or  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions  they  please.” 

Five  guineas  are  offered  by  the  lieutenant-govern- 
or of  the  province,  in  addition  to  the  king’s  bounty, 
for  every  able  seamen  that  shall  voluntary  enter  his 
majesty’s  service. 

Very  few  prizes  have  lately  reached  Halifax. 

Black-Rock,  8th  Jan.  1813. 

Sin — Whenever  you  are  sufficiently  recovered  to 
travel  with  convenience  to  yourself,  you  will  proceed 
to  New-York  and  report  yourself  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  the  navy-yard,  who  will  receive  you  as 
one  of  the  officers  attached  to  that  establishment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  /our  obe- 
dient servant, 

(Signed)  ISAAC  CHAtTNCEY. 

.Midshipman  John  //  Graham. 

[The  brave  young  officer  alluded  to  in  the  above  is 
Only  19  years  old.  He  is  the  son  of  col.  John  A.  Gra- 
ham, of  New-York. ; and  greatly  distinguished  him- 
self in  the  late  enterprise  from  Black-Heck,  under 
lieut.  Angus,  wlipn  the  British  barracks  were  de- 
stroyed, their  gluts  spiked,  &e.  Me  suffered  i he  am- 
putation of  a leg  in  consequence  of  a wound  from  a 
offiskrt.  b:di.”J 


Statement  of  the  British  navy. — The  following  t? 
the  state,  and  disposition  of  the  British  navy  made 
up  to  the  present  day  : 

At  sea,  of  the  line,  97 ; from  50  to  4i  guns,  1 1 , 
frigates,  111  ; sloops,  frc.  70  ; bombs  and  tire  ships, 
4;  brigs,  167 ; cutters,  24;  schooners,  fee.  45 — 
total  538.  In  port  and  fitting  of  the  line,  38  ; from 
50  to  44  guns,  8 ; frigates,  42 ; sloops,  fee.  20  ; 
bombs  and  fire  ships,  3;  brigs,  30  ; cutters,  7 ; 
schooners,  fee.  16 — total  170.  Guard  ships  of  the 
line,  3 ; of  50  to  44,  1 ; frigates,  4 ; sloops,  fee.  5 ; 
— totallS.  Hospital  ships,  prison  ships,  fet.  of  the 
line,  21. 

In  commission,  of  the  line,  159  ; of  50  to  44  guns, 
20  ; frigates,  157 ; sloops,  fee.  95 ; bombs,  fee.  7 ; 
brigs,  202  ; cutters,  41 ; schooners,  fee.  69 — total 
742. 

Ordinary  and  repairing  for  service,  of  the  line,  73  ; 
from  50  to  44  guns,  12  ; frigates  69  ; sloops,  fee.  41  , 
bombs,  fee.  3 ; brigs,  10  ; schooners,  fee.  4 ; — total 
212. 

Building,  of  the  line,  28  ; 50  to  44  guns  4 ; fri- 
gates 15;  sloops,  6;  brigs$4; — total  57.  Grand  to-- 
tal  1011.  Decrease  in  the  grand  total  this  month,  13. 

London  paper. 


American  Prizes. 

WTOIT  LIST COXTIXtfF.l)  PROM  PAGE  334. 

“The  winds  and  s'eas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  peimUsioi ),  spreads  !” 

British  Naz'al  Register. 

323.  Schooner  Catharina,  3 guns  and  24  men,  pro- 
visions, dry  goods  fee.  sent  into  Charleston,  a prize 
to  the  Eagle  and  Lady  Madison  privateers  of  that 
port. 

324.  Schooner  Maria,  with  a valuable  lading  of 
Dry  Goods,  captured  by  the  above  and  released  to 
discharge  their  prisoners,  after  removing  the  cargo. 

325.  Ship  Rio  Nouva,  of  18  guns,  with  25  men — 
not  three  years  old,  coppered  and  copper  fastened,  of 
400  tons  burthen,  and  in  every  respect  a ship  of  the’ 
first  class,  bound  from  London  for  St.  Kitts  and  Anii- 
gua,  laden  ■with  dry  goods - — sent  into  New  York  by  the 
Holla  of  Baltimore,  (See  prize  list  for  la  it  week, 
where  this  ship  is  called  Hayonover.) 

326.  Schooner  Rebecca,  laden  with  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses, from  Trinidad  for  Halifax,  sent  into  New  Lon- 
don by  the  privateer  Jack’s  Favorite. 

327.  Ship  Hope,  12  guns,  from  St.  Thomas’  for 
Glasgow,  400  tons  burthen,  with  a full  cargo  of 
rum,  sugar,  cotton,  fee.  valuable ; sent  into  Marble- 
head by  the  America  of  Salem. 

328.  Ship  Ralph,  from  Quebec  for  London,  a very 
large  vessel,  mounting  — guns,  laden  with  timber, 
&c.  sent  into  Portland,  by  ike  same. 

329.  Brig  Euphemia,  10  guns,  from  Laguira  for 
Gibraltar,  laden  with  400,000  lbs.  coffee,  sent  into 
ditto  by  ditto. 

(jjr'All  the  America’s  prizes,  six  in  number,  have 
now  arrived 'but  one — the  vet  missing  vessel  is  a brig*, 
captured  in  the  BHtish  channel. 

330.  331.  A brig  and  a schooner,  captured  by  the 
Decatur,  off  Madeira,  and  sent  to  France. 

332.  Schooner  Meadow,  captured  by  the  Sparrow 
of  Baltimore,  and  released,  after  divesting  her  of  a 
quantity  of  dry  goods. 

333.  Ship  Mary,  of  14  guns,  of  Bristol,  richly  la- 
den with  hardware,  fee.  sent  into  Newport,  (R.  I.)  by 
the  Rolla,  of  Baltimore. 

' 334.  Schooner  Erin,  from  Currocoa  for  Jacquemel, 
laden  with  dry  goods,  sent  into  Charleston,  by  the 
Eagle  of  that  port-. 
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Mr.  George  Canning. 

o o 

This  “joker  of  jokes,”  as  Mr.  Canning  has  been 
facetiously  called,  laying  aside  his  propensity  to 
pun,  has  taken  upon  himself  the  more  solemn  charac- 
ter of  a fulfiUer  of  prophecies.  The  burthen  of  his 
late  speech  in  the  Jiritish  house  of  commons  is  to 
express  his  regret,  that  the  ministry  had  not  batter- 
ed down  our  cities,  ravaged  our  coasts,  and  annihi- 
lated our  commerce,  with  the  chief  view  of  fulfilling 
the  doleful  prophecy  of  a gentlentan  he  is  pleased  to  call 

“O.VE  OF  Til EI U WAUMKST  ADVOCATES”  in  the  CVngVCSS 

of  the  United  States . The  mournful  oracle,  he  ap- 
prehends, may  fall  into  disrepute,  if  not  supported 
by  the  vigor  of  the  British  arms.  [[See  his  speech, 
page  338.]  Amiable  consideration  ! Charitable  in- 
tent ! — May  he  be  consoled  with  the  news  of  the  Fro- 
lic we  had  with  the  Macedonian,  and  find  great  com- 
fort in  the  activity  of  sir  John  B-  Warren  ■ who,  with 
several  ships  of  the  line  and  a number  of  frigates,  has 
already  captured  some  oyster  boats  bound,  to  Mew- 
I ~ork  ! 

It  is  unfortunate,  because  eminently  calculated 
to  make  the  British  cabinet  persist  in  the  wrong,  that 
they  believe  they  possess  a very  powerful  party  in 
the  United  States,  ready  to  go  all  lengths  with  them. 
With  astonishing  impudence  they  speak  of  their 
4 friends ” here,  as  certainly  as  they  “count  the  noses” 
of  their  own  pensioners  in  parliament.  But  it  is  more 
unfortunate  that  the  conduct  of  too  many  do  really 
countenance  and  support  this  fa tse  impression , by  the 
violence  of  their  clamors,  and  the  magnitude  of  their 
falsehoods  respecting  the  administration  and  the  bu- 
siness of  the  war.  I call  it  a false  impression  as  appli- 
ed to  a very  large  majority  of  that  party  the  British 
build  their  hopes  upon;  for,  though  a few  may  have 
buried  their  honesty  in  the  stye  of  corruption,  the 
great  body  is  really  American , and  will  maintain  the 
independence  of  their  country.  War  is  declared  and 
actually  exists  ; and  few  men  will  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  propose  a peace  that  shall  not  have  for  its 
object  the  security  of  our  seamen.  It  is  impossible 
to  make  peace  on  any  other  terms  ; and  let  the  ad- 
ministration change  as  it  may  ('four  years  hence J 
there  are  no  men  in  the  United  States , likely  to  be 
-invested  with  the  power,  sufficiently  base  to  abandon 
the  gallant  sailor,  with  “Hull,  Jones  and  Decatur” 
staring  them  in  the  face.  It  is  out  of  the  question 
to  expect  peace  without  a good  understanding-  on 
this  matter,  which  is  now  the  hinge  of  the  war.  The 
alternative  might  to  have  been  yet  longer  delayed — 
we  might  have  used  words  a few  years  more,  and 
have  parried  the  contact  on  this  delicate  and  import- 
ant point  ; BUT  THE  MATTER  IS  XOW  AT  ISSUE,  AND 
THE  PfUyciVLB  MUST  BE  ESTABLISHED,  noleilS  volens. 
In  this  straight  there  is  no  flying  off  or  backing  out. 
We  must  agree  that  the  British,  have  a right  to  im- 
press our  seamen,  or  sustain  the  contrary,  by  arms. 
In  such  a contest,  all  honest  men  will  finally  support 
the  war,  though  they  may  have  judged  it  imprudent- 
ly entered  into.  The  sovereignty  of  our  nation  main- 
ly depends  on  this  thing*,  and  eternal  disgrace  will 
be  fixed  upon  us  if  we  do  not  sustain  tlie  controver- 
sy to  a successful  termination.  The  bill  now  before 
congress  will  do  away  all  pretences , and  settle  the 
question  on  the  broad  ground  of  justice. 

Great  Britain  was  thus  deceived  (if our  chronicles 
be  true)  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution. — 
Her  lying  correspondents  on  this  side  the  Atlantic 
made  her  believe  that  a few  “factious”  persons 
qnly  had  determined  to  resist  her  wiconstitutio-n- 
al  laws.  They  said,  that  the  whole  spirit  of  “disaf- 
fection”, lay  in  the  little  town  of  Boston and  that, 
though  it  made  a great  noise,  a few  “regulars”  would 
easily  silence  it.  In  the  mean  time,  these  creatures 


preached  to  the  people  about  the  migl  ty  power  of 
the  “mother  country,”  and  predicted  the  most  signal 
vengeance  on  all  who  resisted  the  “supreme  autho- 
rity of  king  and  parliament.”  Well — in  obedience 
to  these  counsels,  an  army  was  sent  to  Boston, and  the 
king  had  possession  of  the  town  ; but  what  was  the 
effect  ? Why,  all  the  colonies,  with  Waslungton,£vovci 
Virginia,  at  their  head,  contributed  to  the  aid,  and 
comfort  and  relief  of  the  patriots  at  Boston.  From 
less  to  more  the  thing  went  on,  until  ixdepexdexce, 
hardly  dreamt  of  at  the  beginning,  was  declared,  and 
sustained  and  established.  Mow  the  very  same  kind 
of  people  tell  the  Jiritish  government  that  it  is  Vir- 
ginia. only,  that  urges  the  war — they  say  that  “ Vie -■ 
ginia  influence ” is  rapidly  declining — with  a single 
stroke  of  the  pen  they  kill  whole  regiments  of  our 
newly  raised  troops,  and  declare  and  swear  that  men 
and  money  cannot  be  had  to  carry  on  the  war,  &c. — 
If  the  Jiritish  believe  these  things  they  will  again  be 
.mistaken  ; for,when  the  state  of  the  times  requires  it, 
“the  hundred  hills  of  old  Massachusetts ” will  be 
bristled  with  50,000  bayonets,  in  the  hands  of  her 
yeomanry , to  defend  the  rights  and  integrity  of  the 
whole.  Gen.  Burgoyne , by  his  famous  proclamation 
issued  on  the  way  to  Saratoga,  gave  the  woeful  au- 
gurers  of  his  day  a glorious  prospect  of  the  fulfil- 
ment of  their  predictions — but  Gates , with  his  har- 
dy band,  interpreted  the  matter  a different  way  ; and 
the  doleful  set  were  sadly  disappointed.  Thus  when 
the  British  minister  shall  “draw  ins'  sword  and  swear*' 
the  things  he  will  do,  these  folks  will  tell  us  that 
ships  of  74  guns,  like  the  frogs  of  Egypt,  will  be 
found  in  our  very  bed  chambers,  and  the  Alleganies , 
themselves,  be  blown  to  pieces  by  the  Congreve  roc- 
kets ! But,  we  trust  in  God,  in  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  and  the  valor  of  our  countrymen,  they  will 
again  find,  that  to  prophecy  is  one  thing,  and  to  fulfil 
the  prediction  is  another. 

But  lord  Castlereagh,  the  modest  lord  Castlereagh , 
said,  “that  the  war  had  been  conducted  with  all  the 
means , both  naval  and  military,  that  could  be  spared 
from  other  objects.”  We  believe  this — for  though 
G.  Britain  boasts  of  her  “thousand  vessels  of  war,” 
one  half  of  them  arc  never  at  sea,  and  she  is  com- 
pelled to  scatter  them  so  much  to  watch  and  guard 
so  many  places  and  convoys,  that  she  cannot  over- 
whelm us  in  the  doleful  manner  predicted,  in  3775 
and  1812.  Witness  the  cruises  that  our  frigates  have 
made — witness  the  deeds  of  our  private  armed  ves- 
sels ! The  main  is  not  so  easily  “bridged.”  Nor  are 
our  cities  so  easily  prostrated.  With  a vastly  supe- 
rior force  one  attempt  was  made  at  Sackettl s Harbor 
— when  Mew-Fork, The  favorite  topic  of  prophecy,  is 
assailed,  we  predict  the  result  will  alike  put  to  nougnt 
the  sayings  of  the  woe-stnick  prophets  / 


Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

In  the  proceedings  of  Congress  will  be  found  a 
masterly  report  from  the  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, who  have  also  reported  a bill  for  the  regzdation 
of  seamen,  See.  As  it  is  presumed  every  person  will 
read  this  report  and  bill,  we  shall  merely  observe, 
that  we  consider  the  doctrine  therein  conceded,  in 
the  principle  of  reciprocity,  as  the  rinequanrn  of  all 
our  hopes  of  peace  with  Great  Britain;  and  that  we 
are  totally  at  a loss  to  apprehend  any  possible  ground 
that  can  betaken  in  opposition  to  the  plan  proposed 
S to  do  away  the  pretences  of  impressment.  We  trust 
this  procedure  will  unite  our  country  on  the  great 
question  contended  for,  and*  silence  all  the  minor 
points  of  controversy.  If  this  will  not  do  it — the 
prospect  of  union  is  hopeless  ; and  we  are  much  fur- 
thel*  gopc  in  IFitrih  subservr^'ey  that  has  b'wn  s* 
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pec.ted ; it  will  only  remain  for  the  sincere  Ameri- 
can to  take  a stand,  and,  like  the  stag  at  bay,  resolve 
on  that  spot  to  perish,  if  so  Ins  country’s  good  re- 
quires or  him. 


TIIE  CHRONICLE. 

Died — at  Burlington,  Vt.  on  the  31st  Dec.  captain 
William  Walker , of  tho  26th  reg.  U.  S.  infantry — a 
gentleman  of  great  merit.  lie  was  interred  with 
military  and  masonic  honors,  in  the  most  respectful 
manner. 

Certain  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington 
have  petitioned  congress  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank  at  the  seat  of  government,  to  discount  at  five 
per  cent. 

Finances  of  Virginia. — The  expenditures  of  the 
state  of  Virginia  for  the  year  1813,  is  estimated  at 
#480,542  50 — in  which  amount  is  included  more 
than  #100,000  for  the  manufactory  of  arms  and  other 
military  purposes.  The  estimated  receipts,  including 
the  money  now  in  the  treasury,  amount  to  #580,984 
96  cents. 

The  legislature  of  JVew-York  have  passed,  or  are 
about  to  pass,  a law  to  admit  the  receipt  of  tickets 
at  elections,  written  or  printed,  or  partly  of  either. 
Heretofore  they  were  all  required  to  be  written. 

NEW-TORK  ELECTION 13TII  CONGRESS. 

1.0  district. — Ebenezer  Sage,  3,508,  John  Lefferts, 
3,514,  elected.  Messrs.  Blydenburg  and  Jay  had, 
respectively,  3,431  and  3,446  votes. 

2nd  district. — Egbert  Benson,  3,983  ; Jotham  Post, 
jr.  3,912,  elected.  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Irving  had, 
respectively,  3,737  and  3,728  votes. 

3rd  district. — Peter  de  jYuyelles,  1,430,  elected. — 
Mr.  Morris  had  1,218  votes,  559  votes  were  also  giv- 
en to  Mr.  Van  C our  timid,  jr. 

4 th  district. — Thomas  J.  Oakley,  1,990,  elected. 
Mr.  Van  Wyck  had  1,489  votes. 

5th  district. — Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  1,688. — No 
opposition. 

6th  district. — Jonathan  Fisk,  1,094,  elected.  Two 
candidates  run  against  him  ; one  had  609  ; the  other 
431  votes. 

7th  district. — Abraham  Ilasbrouck , 1,633,  elected. 
Mr.  De  Wit  had  1,484  votes. 

8 th  district. — Samuel  Sherwood,  2,303,  elected. — 
Mr.  Ely  had  1,998  votes. 

9th  district. — John  Lovett,  1,253,  elected — no  op- 
position. 

10 th  district. — Hozea  Moffitt,  2,146,  elected — no 
opposition. 

1 1 th  district. — John  W.  Taylor,  2,229,  elected.  Mr. 
Stewart  had  1,974  votys. 

V2th  district. — Zebulon  R.  Shipherd,  3,979  and 
Elisha  I.  Write,  3,979,  elected.  Messrs.  Skinner 
and  Smith  had,  respectively,  3,207  and  3,235  votes— 
besides  404  votes  were  given  to  Mr.  Livingston. 

1 3th  district. — Alexander  Boyd,  1,722,  elected. 
«Mr.  Gelbard  had  1,432  votes,  and  208  were  given  to 
Mr.  Sheppard. 

14th  district. — Jacob  Markell,  2,487,  elected. — 
Mr.  .McIntyre  had  1,987  votes. 

1 5th  district. — William  Dowzie,  4,417,  and  Joel 
Thompson,  4,478,  elected.  Messrs.  Roseboom  and 
Patterson  had,  respectively,  3,946  and  3,915  votes. 

16^  district. — Morris  S.  Miller,  2,709,  elected. — 
Mr.  Jlrayton  had  1,572  votes. 

1 7th  district. — William  S.  Smith,  2,598,  elected 
Mr.  If.  Smith  had  1,996  votes. 

13  th  district. — Moss  Kent,  2,194,  elected.  Mr. 
Drown  had  1,389  votes. 

19 th  district. — James  Geddes,  1,633,  elected.  Mr. 

filler  had  1,297  votes. 

20th  district. --Daniel  Avery,  4,299,  and  Oliver  C. 
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Comstock,  4,324,  elected.  Messrs.  Milter  and  A5a- 
thews  had,  respectively,  2,353  and  2,355  votes. 

21  st  district. — Samuel  M.  Hopkins,  4,417,  and 
Nathaniel  W.  Howel,  4,426,  elected  Messrs.  Hates 
and  Loomis  had,  respectively,-  3,510  and  3,617  votes. 

From  the  above  return  of  votes,  which  is  taken 
from  the  official  statement,  it  appears  that  »/Vew- 
York  will  be  represented  in  the  next  congress  by  17 
federalists  and  8 I'epublicans — the  names  of  the  latter 
in  italic. 

The  prince  regent,  in  his  speech,  congratulates 
parliament  on  the  "success  of  the  measures”  that 
had  been  adopted  to  keep  the  starving  manufactu- 
rers quiet ; but  does  not  say  that  these  "measures” 
consist  in  the  employment  of  60,000  bayonets.  It 
would  not  do  to  publish  this  alarming  truth  from  the 
throne ; but  so  it  is,  that  the  chief  manufacturing 
towns  are  all  garrisoned  with  militia,  drawn  from 
the  remote  parts  of  tire  country,  the  people  of  the 
neighborhoods  not  being  confided  mtJ\Ianchester  has 
6000  of  tlrese  troops  quartered  in  the  town.  The 
state  of  society  is,  indeed,  deplorable ; but  the 
profligacy  of  the  government  remains  undimmished. 

A Paris  paper  of  the  24th  Nov.  has  the  following 
most  important  article.  “His  majesty,  lire  king  of 
Rome,  some  time  ago,  entered  his  twenty-first  month. 
The  health  of  this  august  infant  becomes  more  and 
more  strong.” 

The  Times,  a London  paper,  of  the  1st'  ult.  says, 
"Lavender*,  one  of  the  Bow -street  officers,  has  seized, 
at  Spithead,  a vessel  with  a considerable  quantity  of 
arms  on  board,  shipped  at  the  port  of  London,  and 
intended  for  America.  It  is  added,  that  several  of 
the  persons  concerned  in  the  transaction  are  in  cus- 
tody.” 

Washington  city,  Jan.  28. — By  the  latest  accounts 
from  Laguira,  it  appears  that  on  the  9th  of  Dec  last, 
Alex.  Scott,  Esq.  who  presented  a donation  of  pro- 
visions to  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  Caraccas, 
frpnr  our  government  in  June,  1812,  has  been  ordered 
away  from  thence  by  the  despotic  Spanish  monarch- 
ists, who  have  recently  conquered  the  patriots  of 
that  province,  together  with  all  other  Americans. 
Out  of  five  vessels  that  conveyed  our  donations, 
four  were  detained  near  six  months  by  the  usurpers, 
during  which  time  tltey  have  been  nearly  destroyed 
by  the  worms  of  those  seas,  and  were  obliged  to  be 
sacrificed  by  sale  ,*  one  only  escaped  from  under  their 
batteries.  [JVa£.  Intel. 

London,  Nov.  21.' — The  failure  of  the  Ermouth 
bank  last  week  was  truly  distressing ; the  paper 
issued  by  it  was  the  great  currency  of  all  that  neigh- 
borhood to  a partial  degree,  so  that  the  shock  was 
felt  bv  every  class,  but  more  particularly  by  the 
lower  orders  of  society,  who  had  unbounded  confi- 
dence in  the  proprietors ; numbers  of  individuals 
are  almost  ruined  in  consequence  thereof.  The  hub- 
bub and  tumult  was  so  great  and  extraordinary  the. 
day  it  occurred  that  it  bore  more  the  appearance  of 
the  storming  a castle,  than  the  silent  stoppage  of  a 
bank  $ every  part  was  bravely  beseiged — some  got 
in  and  assailed  the  back  g'ates,  others  attacked  the 
front  and  windows,  tore  off  the  rails,  and  broke  down, 
the  counters  ; many  were  so  roughly  handled,  that  a 
female  in  the  midst  of  the  throng  was  heard  to  shriek 
Out,  they  were  squeezing  her  to  death — that  she  had 
rather  lose  her  <€80  worth  of  notes  than  her  life, 
and  begged  for  mercy  that  they  would  release  her, 
which  was  after  much  difficulty  effected,  and  she 
was  pacified  with  possessing  her  notes  in  safety  in 
the  street.  The  bank  continued  paying,  in  confusion, 
about  one  horn*,  when  it  ceased,  leaving  a multitude 
in  the  dumps,  who  could  not  by  any  means,  force  an 
entrance  within  the  walls- 
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ment  had  been  unremittingly  impeded,  for  the  iast 
twelve  years,  was  singular,  and,  I believe,  unexam- 
pled in  the  history  of  any  comrlry.  It  has  been  alike 
the  duty  and  the  interest  of  the  administration  to 
preserve  peace.  Their  duty,  because  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  the  growth  of  an  infant  people,  their  genius, 
and  their  habits.  Their  interest,  because  a change 
of  the  condition  of  the  nation  brings  along  with  it 
a danger  of  the  loss  of  the  affection*  of  the  people. 
The  administration  has  not  been  forgetful  of  these 
solemn  obligations.  No  art  has  been  left  imessaye  d ; 
no  experiment,  promising  a favorable  result,  'eft 
untried,  to  maintain  the  peaceful  relations  of  the 
country.  When,  some  six  or  seven  years  ago,  the 
affairs  of  the  nation  assumed  a threatening  aspect,  a 
partial  non-importation  was  adopted.  As  they  grew 
more  alarming  an  embargo  was  imposed.  It  would 
have  attained  its  purpose,  but  it  was  sacrificed  upon 
the  altar  of  conciliation.  Vain  and  fruitless  attempt 
to  propitiate  ! Then  came  a law  of  non-intercourse; 
and  a general  non-importation  followed  in  the  train. 
In  the  meantime,  any  indications  of  a return  to  the 
public  law  and  the  path  of  justice,  on  thfe  part  of 
either  belligerent,  are  seized  with  avidity  by  admi- 
nistration— the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine  is 
concluded.  It  is  first  applauded  and  then  censured 
by  the  opposition.  No  matter  with  what  unfeigned 
sincerity  administration  cultivates  peace,  the  oppo- 
tion  will  insist  that  it  alone  is  culpable  for  any  breach 
_ wusc  between  the  two  countries.  Because  the  president 

lay  before  the  house  their  views  of  the  interesting  thought  proper,  in  accepting  the  proffered  repara- 
attitude  in  which  the  nation  stands.  It  did  appear  t[on  for  the  attack,  on  a national  vessel,  to  intimate 
to  me  that  the  loan  bill,  which  will  soon  come  before  that  it  would  have  better  comported  with  the  jus- 


Mr.  H.  Clay’s  Speech, 

la  the  House  of  Representatives  o f the  United  States , 

' on  Friday  the  8th  of  January , 1813,  on  the  bill  for 
raising-  an  additional  military  force  of  twenty 
thousand  men, for  one  year. 

Mr.  H.  Clay  (speaker)  said  he  was  gratified  yes- 
terday bv  the  recommitment  of  this  bill  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  from  two  considerations  ; 
one,  since  it  afforded  to  him  a slight  relaxation  from 
a most  fatiguing  situation,  and  the  other,  because  it 
furnished  him  with  an  opportunity  of  presenting  to 
the  committee  his  sentiments  upon  the  important 
topics  which  had  been  mingled  in  the  debate.  He 
regretted,  however,  that  the  necessity  under  which 
the  chairman  had  been  placed,  of  putting  the  ques- 
tion,* precluded  him  from  an  opportunity  he  had 
wished  to  have  enjoyed  of  rendering  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  committee  anything  he  might  have  to  offer 
on  the  interesting  points  it  was  his  duty  to  touch. 
Unprepared,  however,  as  he  was  to  speak  on  tills 
day,  of  which  he  was  the  more  sensible  from  the  ill 
state  of  his  health,  he  would  solicit  the  attention  of 
the  committee  for  a few  moments. 

I was  a little  astonished,  I confess,  said  Mr.  C. 
when  I found  this  bill  permitted  to  pass  silently 
through  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  that,  not 
until  the  moment  when  the  question  was  about  to  be 
put  for  its  third  reading,  was  it  selected  as  that  sub- 
ject on  which  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  chose  to 


us,  would  have  afforded  a much  more  proper  occa 
sion,  it  being  more  essential,  as  providing  the  ways 
and  means  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  But  the 
gentlemen  had  t)ie  right  of  selection,  and  having 
exercised  it,  no  matter  how  improperly,  I am  grata 
fied,  whatever  I may  think  of  the  character  of  some 
part  of  the  debate,  at  the  latitude  in  which,  for 
once,  they  have  been  indulged.  I claim  only,  in  re- 
turn, of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  and 
of  die  committee  a like  indulgence,  in  expressing, 
with  the  same  unrestrained  freedom,  my  sentiments 
Perhaps  in  the  course  of  the  remarks,  which  I may 
feel  myself  called  upon  to  make,  said  he,  gentlemen 
may  apprehend  that  they  assume  too  harsh  an  aspect. 

I have  only  now  to  say  that  I shall  speak  of  parties, 
measures,  and  things,  as  they  strike  my  moral  sense, 
protesting  against  the  imputation  of  any  intention, 
on  my  part,  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman. 

Considering  the  situation  in  which  this  country  is 
now  placed — in  a state  of  actual  war  with  one  of  .the 
most  powerful  nations  on  the  earth — it  may  not  be 
useless  to  take  a view  of  the  past,  of  various  par- 
ties which  have  at  different  times  appeared  in  this 
country,  and  to  attend  to  the  manner  by  which  we 
have  been  driven  from  a peaceful  posture.  Such  an 
inquiry  may  assist  in  guiding  us  to  that  result,  an 
honorable  peace,  which  must  be  the  sincere  desire 
of  every  friend  to  America.  The  course  of  that  op- 
position, by  which  the  administration  of  the  govern - 

* The  chairman  had  risen  to  put  the  question, 

which  would  have  cut  Mr.C.  off  from  the  chance  of  identified  with  our  independence  and  our  sovereign- 
speaking, by  returning  the  bill  to  the  hotis?,*-- Edit. tv,  and  it  was  up  longer  possible  to  abstain  from  it, 
VCTL.  Ill,  Y 


tice  of  the  king  (and  who  does  not  think  so  ?)  to 
punish  the  offending  officer,  the  opposition,  enter- 
ing* into  the  royal  feelings,  sees  in  that  imaginary- 
insult  abundant  cause  for  rejecting  Mr.  Erkine*s  ar- 
rangement. On  another  occasion,  you  cannot  have 
forgotten  the  hypercritical  ingenuity  which  they  dis- 
played to  divest  Mr.  Jackson’s  correspondence  of  a 
premeditated  insult  to  this  country.  If  gentlemen 
would  only  reserve  for  their  own  government  half 
the  sensibility  which  is  indulged  for  that  of  Great 
Britain,  they  would  find  much  less  to  condemn. •*- 
Restric.tion  after  restriction  has  been  tried— nego- 
ciation  has  been  resorted  to,  until  longer  to  have  ne- 
gociated  would  have  been  disgraceful.  "Whilst  these 
peaceful  experiments  are  undergoing  a trial,  what 
is  the  conduct  of  the  opposition  ? They  are  the 
champions  of  war — the  proud — the  spirited — the 
sole  repository  of  the  nation’s  honor — die  exclusive 
men  of  vigor  and  energy.  The  administration,  on 
the  contrary,  is  weak,  feeble,  and  pusillanimous— 
"incapable  of  being  kicked  into  a war.”  The  max- 
im, “not  a cent  for  tribute,  millions  for  defence,” 
is  loudly  proclaimed.  Is  the  administration  for  ne- 
gotiation ? The  opposition  is  tired,  sick,  disgusted 
with  negociation.  They  want  to  draw  the  sword 
and  avenge  the  nation’s  wrongs.  When,  at  length, 
foreign  nations,  perhaps,  emboldened  by  the  very 
opposition  here  made,  refused  to  listen  to  the  ami- 
cable appeals  made,  and  repeated  and  reiterated  by 
administration,  to  their  justice  and  to  their  inter- 
ests— when,  in  fact,  war  with  one  of  them  became 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SIR.  H.  CLAY’S  SPEECH 


370 


btKolil  the  opposition  becoming1  the  friends  of  pcac.c 
and  of  commerce.  They  tell  yon  of  the  calamities 
of  war — its  tragical  events— -the  squandering  away 
of  your  rcsoureessr-the  waste  of  the  public  treasure, 
and  tJse  spilling  of  innocent  blood.  They  tell  you 
that  honor  is  an  illusion 1 Now  we  see  them  exhibit- 
ing ( he  terrific  forms  of  the  roaring  kingof  the  forest. 
&ovv  the  meekness  and  humility  of  the  lamb  I They 
are  for  war  and  no  restrictions,  when  the  adminis- 
tration is  for  peace.  They  are  for  peace  and  restric- 
tions, when  the  admi>istration  is  for  war.  You  find 
them,  sir,  tacking  with  every  gale,  displaying  the 
Colors  of  every  party,  and  of  all  nations,  steady  only 
Ift  one  unalterable  purpose,  to  steer,  if  possible, 
lHto  the  haven  of  power. 

During  all  this  time  the  parasites  of  opposition  do 
not  fail  by  cunning  sarcasm  or  sly  inuendo  to  throw 
out  the  idea  of  French  influence,  which  is  known  to 
be  false,  which  ought  to  be  met  in  one  manner  only, 
a.nd  that  is  by  the  lie  direct.  The  administration  of 
this  country  devoted  to  foreign  influence  ! The  ad- 
ministration of  this  country  subservient  to  France  ! 
Great  God  ’ how  is  it  so  influenced ! By  what  liga- 
men,  on  what  basis,  on  what  possible  foundation 
does  it  rest  ? Is  it  on  similarity  of  language  ? No  ! 
tVe  speak  different  tongues,  we  speak  the  English 
language.  On  the  resemblance  of  our  laws  ? No  ! 
the  sources  of  our  jurisprudence  spring  from  another 
and  a different  country.  On  commercial  intercourse? 
Tfo ! we  have  comparatively  none  with  France.  Is 
it  from  the  correspondence  in  the  genius  of  the  two 
governments  ? No  1 here  alone  is  the  liberty  of  man 
secure  from  the  inexorable  despotism  which  every 
where  else  tramples  it  under  foot.  Where  then  is 
the  ground  of  such  an  influence  ? But,  sir,  I am  in- 
sulting you  by  arguing  on  such  a subject.  Yet  pre- 
posterous and  ridiculous  as  the  insinuation  is,  it  is 
propagated  With  so  much  industry,  that  there  are 
persons  found  foolish  and  credulous  enough  to  be- 
lieve it.  You  will,  no  doubt,  think  it  incredible 
(but  I have  nevertheless  been  told  the  fact,)  that  an 
honorable  member  of  this  house,  now  in  my  eve, 
has  recently  lost  his  election  by  the  circulation  of  a 
story  in  his  district,  that  he  was  the  first  cousin  of 
the  emperor  Napoleon.  The  proof  of  the  charge 
Was  rested  on  a statement  of  facts  which  was  un- 
doubtedly true.  The  gentleman  in  question,  it  was 
alleged,  had  married  a connexion  of  the  lady  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  who  was  the  inti- 
mate friend  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  president  of 
the  United  States,  who  some  years  ago  was  in  the 
habit  of  wearing  red  French  breeches.  Now  taking 
these  premises  as  established,  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
are  too  good  a logician  not  to  see  that  the  conclusion 
necessarily  followed ! 

Throughout  the  period  he  had  been  speaking  of, 
the  opposition  had  been  distinguished,  amidst  all  its 
Veerings  and  changes,  by  another  inflexible  feature 
--the  application  of  every  vile  epithet  which  our 
rich  language  affords  to  Bonaparte.  He  has  been 
compared  to  every  hideous  monster  and  beast,  from 
that  of  the  revelations  to  the  most  insignificant  qua- 
druped He  has.  been  called  the  scourge  of  man- 
kind, the  destroyer  of  Europe,  the  great  robber, 
the  infidel,  and  heaven  knows  by  what  other  names. 
lically,  gentlemen  remind  me  of  an  obscure  lady  in 
a city  not  very  far  off,  who  also. took  it  into  her  head, 
in  conversation  with  an  accomplished  French  gen- 
tleman, to  talk  of  the  affairs  of  Europe.  She  too 
spoke  of  the  destruction  of  the  balance  of  power, 
stormed  and  raged  about  the.  insatiable  ambition  off 
the. emperor;  called  him  the  curse  off  mankind,  the 
destroyer  off  Europe.  The  Frenchman  listened  to 
her  with  perfect  patience,  and  when  she  had  ceased 
sajft  to  fart*;  whir  ineffable  politeness : Madame,  it, 


would  give  my  master,  tlie  emperor,  infinite  paiij, 
if  he  knew  how  hardly  you  thought  of  him  ! 

Sir,  gentlemen  appear  to  me  to  forget  that  they 
stand  on  American  soil ; that  they  are  not  in  the  Bri- 
tish house  of  commons,  but  in  the  chamber  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  ; that 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  Europe,  the 
partition  of  territory  and  sovereignty  there,  except  in 
so  far  as  these  things  affect  the  interests  of  our  coun- 
try. Gentlemen  transform  themselves  into  the 
Burkes,  Chathams,  and  Pitts  of  another  country,  and 
forgetting  from  honest  zeal  the  interests  of  America, 
engage  with  European  sensibility  in  the  discus- 
sion of  European  interests.  If  gentlemen  ask  me  if 
I do  not  view  with  regret  and  horror  the  concentra- 
tion of  such  vast  power  in  the  hands  of  Bonaparte  ^ 
I reply  that  I do.  I regret  to  see  the  emperor  of 
China  holding  such  immense  sway  over  the  fortunes 
of  millions  of  our  species.  I regret  to  see  Great  Bri- 
tain possessing  so  uncontrolled  a command  over  all 
the  waters  of  our  globe.  And  if  I had  the  ability  ta> 
distribute  among  the  nations  of  Europe  their  several 
portions  of  power  and  of  sovereignty,  I would  say 
that  Holland  should  be  resusticated  and  given  the 
weight  she  enjoyed  in  the  days  of  her  Dewitts.  I 
would  confine  France  within  her  natural  boundaries, 
the  Alps,  the  Pyrennees  and  the  Rhine,  and  make 
her  a secondary  naval  power  only.  I would  abridge 
the  British  maritime’power, raise  Prussia  and  Austria 
to  first  rate  powers,  and  preserve  the  integrity  of  the. 
empire  of  Russia.  But  these  are  speculations.  I 
look  at  the  political  transactions  of  Europe,  with  the 
single  exception  of  their  possible  bearing  upon  us,  as 
I do  at  the  history  of  other  countries  or  other  times. 

I do  not  survey  them  with  half  the  interest  that  I do 
die  movements  in  South  America,  Our  political  re- 
lation is  much  less  important  than  it  is  supposed  to' 
be.  I have  no  fears  of  French  or  English  subjuga- 
tion. If  we  are  united,  we  are  too  powerful  for  the 
mightiest  power  in  Europe,  or  all  Europe  combined. 
If  we  are  separated  and  torn  assundcr  we  shall  be  - 
come a prey  to  the  weakest  off  them.  In  the  latter 
dreadful  contingency,  our  country  will  not  be  worth 
preserving. 

Next  to  the  notice  which  the  opposition  has  found 
itself  called  upon  to  bestow  upon  the  French  em  - 
peror, a distinguished  citizen  of  Virginia,  formerly 
president  of  the  United  States,  has  never  for  a mo- 
ment failed  to  receive  their  kindest  and  most  re- 
spectful attention.  An  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Quincy)  of  whom  I am  sor- 
ry to  say  it  becomes  necessary  for  me,  in  the  course 
of  my  remarks,  to  take  some  notice,  has  alluded  t<J 
him  in  a remarkable  manner.  Neither  his  retirement 
from  publiG  office,  his  eminent  services,  nor  his  ad- 
vanced age,  can  exempt  this  patriot  from  the  coarse 
assaults  of  party  malevolence.  No,  sir,  in  1801,  be 
snatched  from  the  rude  hands  of  usurpation  the  vio- 
lated constitution  of  his  country,  and  that  is  his 
crime.  He  preserved  that  instrument  in  form,  and 
substance  and  spirit,  a precious  inheritance  for  ge- 
nerations to  come,  and  for  this  he  can  never  lie  for- 
given. How  impotent  is  party  rage  directed  against 
him  ! He  is  not  more  elevated  by  lvis  lofty  residence, 
upon  the  summit  of  his  own  favorite  mountain,  than 
he  is  lifted,  by  the  serenity  of  his  mind,  and  the 
consciousness  of  a well  spent  life,  above  the  malig- 
nant passions  and  turmoils  of  the  day.  No  ! his  own 
beloved  Monticello  is  not  less  moved  by  the  storms 
that  beat  against  its  sides,  than  he  hears  with  com- 
posure, if  hears  at  all,  the  howlings  of  the  whole 
British  pack  set  loose  from  the  Essex  kennel.  When 
the  gentleman  to  whom  I have  been  compelled  fo 
allude,  shall  have  mingled  his  dust  with  that  of  hi 
abused  ancestors,  when  he  shall  be  consigned  to 
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*/i>1tVion;  or  if  he  lives  at  all,  shall  live  only  in  the 
treasonable  annals  of  a certain  junto,  the  name  of 
tfefferson  will  be  hailed  as  the  second  founder  of  the 
liberties  of  this  people,  and  the  period  of  his  admi- 
nistration will  be  looked  back  to  as  one  of  the  happi- 
est and  brightest  epochs  of  American  history,  1 beg 
fihe  gentleman’s  pardon : he  has  secured  himself  a 
more  imperishable  fame.  I think  it  was  about  this 
time  four  years  ago  that  the  gentleman  submitted  to 
the  house  of  representatives  an  initiative  proposition 
for  an  impeachment  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  house  con- 
descended to  consider  it,  The  gentleman  debated  it 
with  his  usual  temper , moderation  and  urbanity.  The 
bouse  decided  it  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and  al- 
though the  gentleman  had  somehow  obtained  a se- 
cond the  final  vote  stood,  one  for  the  proposition, 
117  against  it!  The  same  historic  page  that  trans- 
mitted to  posterity  the  viftues  and  the  glory  of 
Henry  the  great  of  France,  for  their  admiration  and 
example,  has  preserved  the  infamous  name  of  the 
fanatic  assassin  of  that  excellent  monarch.  The 
same  sacred  pen  that  pourtrayed  the  sufferings  and 
crucifixion  of  the  saviour  of  mankind  has  recorded, 
for  universal  execration,  the  name  of  him  who  was 
guilty,  not  of  betraying  his  country,  but  (a  kindred 
crime)  of  betraying  his  God! 

In  one  respect  there  is  a remarkable  difference  be- 
tween administration  and  the  opposition— it  is  a sa- 
cred regard  for  personal  liberty.  When  out  of  pow- 
er my  political  friends  condemned  the  surrehder  of 
Jonathan  Robbins  ; they  opposed  the  violated  liber- 
ty of  the  press,  in  the  sedition  law  ; they  opposed 
the  more  insidious  attack  upon  the  freedom  of 
the  person  under  the  more  imposing  garb  of  the 
alien  law.  The  party  now  in  opposition,  then  in 
power,  advocated  the  sacrifice  of  the  unhappy  Rob- 
T>ins,  and  passed  those  two  laws.  True  to  our  prin- 
ciples, we  are  now  struggling  for  the  liberty  of  our 
seamen  against  foreign  oppression.  True  to  theirs, 
they  oppose  the  war  for  this  object.  They  have  in- 
deed lutety  affected  a tender  solicitude  for  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  talk  of  the  danger  of  standing 
nrmies,  and  the  burden  of  taxes.  But  it  is  evi- 
dent to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  they  speak  in  a fo- 
reign idiom.  Their  brogue  betrays  that  it  is  not 
their  vernacular  tongue.  What ! the  opposition, 
who  in  1798  and  1799,  could  raise  an  useless  army 
to  fight  an  enemy  three  thousand  miles  distant  from 
us,  alarmed  at  the  existence  of  one  raised  for  a 
known  specified  object — the  attack  of  the  adjoining 
provinces  of  an  enemy.  Is  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  assisted  by  his  vote  to  raise  the  ar- 
my of  25,000,  alarmed  at  the  danger  of  our  liberties 
fbom  this  very  army  ! 

I mean  to  sj>eak  erf  another  subject,  which  I never 
think  of  but  with  the  most  awful  considerations. — 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  imitation  of 
some  of  his  predecessors  in  1799,  has  entertained  us 
with  cabinet  plots,  presidential  plots,  which  are  con- 
jured up  in  the  gentleman’s  own  perturbed  imagina- 
tion. I wish,  sir,  that  anothor  plot  of  a much  more 
serious  kind — a plot  that  aims  at  the  dismemberment 
of  our  union,  had  only  the  same  imaginary  exist- 
ence, Rut  no  man,  who  has  paid  any  attention  to 
the  tone  of  certain  prints,  and  to  the  transac- 
tions in  a particular  quarter  of  the  union  for  several 
tgjars  past,  can  doubt  the  existence  of  such  a plot 
it  is  far,  very  far  frotn  my  intention  to  Charge 
the  opposition  with  such  a design.  No,  I be- 
lieve them  generally  incapable  of  it.  I can  not 
sav  as  much  for  some  who  are  unworthily  as- 
sociated with  them  in  the  quarter  of  the  union  to 
which  I refer.  The  gentleman  cannot  have  forgotten 
his  own  sentiment,  uttered  even  on  the  floor  of  this 
"Hotfsfc,  “peaceably  if  we  FORCIBLY  if  we 


must.”  In  and  about  the  same  time  Henry's  mission 
to  Boston  was  undertaken.  The  fl*gitiousness  of 
that  embassy  has  been  attempted  to  be  concealed  by 
directing  the  public  attention  to  the  price  which  !,c 
gentleman  says  was  given  for  the  disclosure.  As.  i* 
any  price  could  change  the  attrociousuess  of  th<-  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or  could  extenu- 
ate in  the  slightest  degree,  the  offence  of  those  ci- 
tizens, who  entertained  and  deliberated  Upon  ti  :: 
proposition!  There  is  a most  remarkable  coinci- 
dence between  some  of  the  things  which  tha*  mar, 
states  and  certain  events  in  the  quarter  alluded  . . . 

In  the  Contingency  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  h vd 
be  recollected  that  the  neutrality  and  eventual  .se- 
paration of  that  section  of  the  union  was  to  be 
brought  about.  How  sir,  has  it  happened,  since 
the  declaration  of  war,  that  British  officers  in 
Canada  have  asserted  to  American  officers  that  this 
very  neutrality  wotild  take-place  ? That  the}-  have 
so  asserted  can  be  established  beyond  controversy. 
The  project  is  not  brought  forward  openly,  with  a. 
direct  avowal,  of  the  intention.  No,  the  stock  of 
good  sense  and  patriotism  in  that  portion  of  the 
country  is  too  great  to  be  undisgui.sedly  encounter- 
ed. It  is  assailed  from  the  masked  batteries  of 
friendship  to  peace  and  commerce  on  the  one  side, 
and  by  the  groundless  imputation  of  opposite  pro- 
pensities on  the  other.  The  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple there  are  to  be  gradually  undermined.  The  pro- 
ject is  suggested  or  withdrawn  ; the  diabolical  par- 
ties, in  this  criminal  tragedy,  make  their  appear- 
ance or  their  exit,  as  the  audience  to  whom  they 
address  themselves  are  silent,  applaud  or  hiss.  1 
was  astonished,  sir,  to  have  lately  read  a letter,  or 
pretended  letter,  published  in  a prominent  print  in 
that  quarter,  written  not  in  the  fervor  of  party  zeal, 
but  coolly  and  deliberately,  in  which  the  writer 
fects  to  reason  about  a separation,  and  attempts  t<? 
demonstrate  its  advantages  to  different  sections  of 
the  union,  deploring  the  existence  of  what  he  term# 
prejudices  against  it,  but  hoping  for  the  arrival  of 
the  period  when  they  shall  be  eradicated.  But  sir, 

I will  quit  this  unpleasant  subject ; I will  turn  from 
one,  whom  no  sense  of  decency  or  propriety  could 
restrain  from  soiling  the  carpet  on  which  he  treads,* 
to  gentlemen  who  have  not  forgotten  what  is  due  to 
themselves,  the  place  in  which  we  are  assembled,  nor 
to  those  by  whom  the}-  are  opposed.  The  gentlemen 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pearson)  from  Connecti- 
cut, (Mr.  Pitkin)  and  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bleeck- 
er,)  have  with  their  usual  decorum,  contended  that 
the  war  would  not  have  been  declared,  but  for  ther 
duplicity  of  France,  in  witholdiug  an  author  lie  in- 
strument of  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  uml  M V 
lan;  that  Upon  tlvc  exhibition  of  ouch  an  instt  umei  Abie 
revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  took  place ; that 
this  main  cause  of  the  war,  but  for  which  it  would 
not  have  been  declared,  being  removed,  the  admi- 
nistration ought  to  seek  for  the  restoration  of  pe*ce$ 
and  that  Upon  its  sincerely  doing  so,  terms  compat- 
ible with  the  honor  and  interest  of  this  country  may 
be  obtained.  It  is  my  purpose  to  examine,  first  into 
the  circumstances  under  wnich  the  war  was  declared; 
secondly,  into  the  causes  for  continuing  it;  and  last- 
ly, into  "the  means  which  have  been  taken  or  oug  ht 
to  be  taken  to  procure  peace.  Rut,  sir,  sm  really 
so  exhausted  that,  little  as  I am  hi  the  habit  of  ask- 


* It  is  due  to  Mr.  Clay  to  observe,  that  one  of  the 
most  offensive  expressions  used  by  Mr.  an  ex- 
pression which  produced  disgust  on  all  sid$j*  of  the 
house,  has  been  omitted  in  that  gentleman’s  re- 
ported speech,  which  in  vX h*tr  miwu  ha*  Wwmuch 
softened-— Gin* 
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ing  of  the  house  an  indulgence  of  this  kind,  I feel 
that  I must  trespass  on  their  goodness. 

\JIere  Jlfr.  C.  sat  down.  J\fr.  Newton  moved,  that  the 
committee  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  done.  On  the  next  day  he  proceeded-'] 

I am  sensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  some  part  of  the 
debate,  to  which  this  bill  has  given  rise,  has  been  at- 
tended by  circumstances  much  to  be  regretted,  not 
usual  in  this  house,  and  of  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
there  will  be  no  repetition.  The  gentleman  from 
Boston  had  so  absolved  himself  from  every  rule  of 
decorum  and  propriety,  had  so  outraged  all  decency, 
that  I have  found  it  impossible  to  suppress  the  feel-  ( 
ings  excited  on  the  occasion.  His  colleague,  whom 
I had  the  honor  to  follow,  (Mr.  Wheaton)  whatever 
else  he  might  not  have  proven,  in  his  very  learned,  in- 
genious and  original  exposition  of  the  powers  of  this 
government — an  exposition  in  which  lie  has  sought, 
where  no  body  before  him  has  looked,  and  no  body 
after  him  will  examine,  for  a grant  of  our  powers, 
the  preamble  to  the  constitution — has  clearly  shown, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  heardliim,  that  the  pow- 
er is  conferred  of  defensive  war.  I claim  the  bene- 
fit of  a similar  principle,  in  behalf  of  my  political 
friends,  against  the  gentleman  from  Boston.  I de- 
mand only  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  repulsion.  No 
one  is  more  anxious  than  I am  to  preserve  the  dignity 
and  the  liberality  of  debate — no  member  more  re- 
sponsible for  its  abuse.  And  if,  on  this  occasion, 
its  just  limits  have  been  violated,  let  him,  who  has 
been  the  unprovoked  cause,  appropriate  to  himself 
exclusively  the  consequences. 

I omitted  yesterday,  sir,  when  speaking  of  a very 
delicate  and  painful  subject,  to  notice  a powerful  en- 
gine which  the  conspirators  against  the  integrity  of 
the  union  employ  to  effect  their  nefarious  purpose — I 
iftean  southern  influence.  The  true  friend  to  his 
country,  knowing  that  our  constitution  was  the  work 
of  compromise,  in  which  interests,  apparently  con- 
flicting, were  attempted  to  be  reconciled,  aims  to  ex- 
tinguish or  allay  prejudices.  But  this  patriotic  ex- 
ertion does  not  suit  the  views  of  those  who  are  urged 
on  by  diabolical  ambition.  They  find  it  convenient 
to  imagine  tl*e  existence  of  certain  improper  influ- 
ences, and  to  propagate,  with  their  utmost  industry, 
a belief  of  them.  Hence  the  idea  of  southern  pre- 
ponderance— Virginia  influence — the  yoking  of  the 
respectable  yeomanry  of  the  north,  with  the  negro 
slaves,  to  the  car  of  southern  nabobs.  If  Virginia 
really  cherished  a reprehensible  ambition,  and  aim-, 
cd  to  monopolize  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  country, 
hawpvas  such  a purpose  to  be  accomplished  ? Virgi- 
nia, alone,  cannot  elect  a president,  whose  elevation 
depends  upon  a plurality  of  electoral  votes,  and  a 
consequent  concurrence  of  many  states.  Would 
Vermont,  disinterested  Pennsylvania,,  the  Carolinas, 
independent  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
Louisiana,  all  consent  to  become  the  tools  of  an  in- 
ordinate ambition  ? But  the  present  incumbent  was 
designated  to  the  office,,  before  his  predecessor  had 
retired.  How  l — By  public  sentiment — public  senti- 
ment which  grew  out  of  his  known  virtues,  his  illus- 
trious services,  and  his  distinguished  abilities. — 
Would  the  gentleman  crush  this  public  sentiment — 
is  lie  prepared  to  admit  that  he  would  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  opinion  ? 

Tile,  war  was  declared  because  Great  Britain  arro- 
gated to  herself  the  pretension  of  regulating  our  fo- 
reig-n  trade  under  the  delusive  name  of  retaliatory 
orders  in  council — a pretension  by  which  she  under- 
took to  proclaim  to  American  enterprize,  “Thus  far 
shall  thou  go,  and  no  farther” — orders  which  she  re- 
fused to  revoke  after  the  alleged  .cause  of  their 
enactment  had  ceased  ; because  she  persisted  in  the 
practice  of  impressing  American  seamen ; because 


she  had  instigated  the  Indians  to  commit  hostilities 
against  us  ; and  because  she  refused  indemnity  for 
her  past  injuries  upon  our  commerce.  I throw  out 
of  the  question  other  wrongs.  The  war  in  fact  was 
announced,  on  our  part,  to  meet  the  war  which  she 
was  waging,  on  her  part.  So  undeniable  were  the 
causes  of  the  war — so  powerfully  did  the)-  address 
themselves  to  the  feelings  of  the  whole  American 
people,  that  when  the  bill  was  pending  before  this 
house,  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  although  pro- 
voked to  debate,  would  not,  or  could  not,  utter  one 
syllable  against  it.  It  is  true  they  wrapped  themselves 
up  in  sullen  silence,  pretending  that  they  did  pot 
choose  to  debate  such  a question  in  secret  session. 
Whilst  speaking  of  the  proceedings  on  that  occasion, 

I beg  to  be  permitted  to  advert  to  another  fact  that 
transpired — an  important  fact,  material  far  the  na- 
tion to  knovvq  and  which  I have  often  regretted  had 
not  been  spread  upon  our  journals.  My  honorable 
colleague  (Mr.  MTvee)  moved,  in  committee,  of  the 
whole,  to  comprehend  France  in  the  war  ; and  when 
the  question  was  taken  upon  the  proposition,  there- 
appeared  but  ten  votes  in  support  of  it,  of  whom, 
seven  belonged  to  this  side  of  the  house,  and  three 
only  to  the  other ! 

It  is  said  that  we  were  inveigled  into  the  war  by 
the  perfidy  of  France ; and  that  had  she  furnished 
the  document  in  time,  which  was  first  published  in 
England  in  May  last,  it  would  have  been  prevented. 

I will  concede  to  gentlemen  every  thing  they  ask 
about  the  injustice  of  France  towards  this  country 
I wish  to  God  that  our  ability  was  equal  to  our  dis- 
position to  make  her  feel  the  sense  we  entertain  of 
that  injustice.  The  manner  of  the  publication  of 
the  paper  in  question,  was  undoubtedly  extreme- 
ly exceptionable. But  I maintain  that  had  it 

made  its  appearance  earlier,  it  would  not  have  had 
the  effect  supposed  ; and  the  proof  lies  in  the  une- 
quivocal declarations  of  the  British  government.  I 
will  trouble  you, sir,  with  going  no  further  back,  than 
to  the  letters  of  the  British  minister,  addressed  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  just  before  the  expiration  of 
bis  diplomatic  functions.  It  will  be  recollected  by 
the  committee  that  he  exhibited  to  this  government 
a despatch  from  lord  Castlereagli,  in  which  the  prin- 
ciple was  distinctly  avowed,  that  to  produce  the  ef- 
fect of  a repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  the  French 
decrees  must  be  absolutely  and  entirely  revoked  as 
to  all  the  world,  and  not  as  to  America  alone.  A co- 
py of  that  despatch  was  demanded  of  him,  and  he 
very  awkardlv  evaded  it.  But  on  the  10th  of  June, 
after  the  bill  declaring  war  had  actually  passed  this 
house,  and  was  pending  before  the  senate  (and  which 
I have  po  doubt  was  known  to  him)  in  a letter  to  Mr 
Monroe,  he  says  : — “I  have  no  hesitation,  sir,  m say- 
ing that  Great  Britain,  as  the  case  has  hitherto  stood, 
never  did,  nor  ever  could  engage,  without  the  great- 
est injustice  to  herself,  and  her  allies,  as  well  as  to 
other  neutral  nations,  to  repeal  her  orders,  as  affect  \ 
mg  America,  alone,  leaving  them  in  force  against 
other  states,  upon  condition  that  1 ranee  would  ex- 
cept, singly  and  specially,  America  from  the  opera- 
tion of  her  decrees.”  On  the  14th  of  the  same  month, 
the  bill  still  pending  before  the  senate,  he  repeats 
“I  will  now  say,  fhat  I feel  entirely  authorised  to  as- 
sure you,,  that  if  you  can  at  any  time  produce  a full 
and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  trench  decie.es,  as 
vou  have  a right  to  demand  it  in  your  character  of  a 
neutral  nation,  and  that  it  be  disengaged  from  anv 
question  concerning  our  maritime  rights,  \\e  shall 
be  readv  to  meet  vou  with  a revocation  of  the  oideis 
in  council . Previously  to  your  producing  such  an  in  - 
strument, which  I am  sorry  to  see  you  regard  as  un- 
necessary, you  cannot  expect  of  us  to  give  up  our 
orders  in  council”.  Thus,  sir,  you  see  that  the  Bn- 
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tish  government  would  not  be  content  with  a repeal 
of  the  French  decrees  as  to  us  only.  But  the  French 
paper  in  question  was  such  a repeal.  It  could  .not, 
therefore,  satisfy  the  British  government.  It  could 
not,  therefore,  have  induced  that  government,  had 
it  been  earlier  promulgated,  to  repeal  the  orders  in 
council.  It  could  not,  therefore,  have  averted  the 
war.  The  withholding  of  it  did  not  occasion  the  war, 
and  the  promulgation  of  it,  would  not  have  prevent- 
ed the  war.  But  gentlemen  have  contended  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  it  did  produce  a repeal  of  the  orders 
in  council — This  I deny.  After  it  made  its  appear- 
ance in  England,  it  was  declared  by  one  of  the  Bri- 
tish ministry,  in  parliament,  not  to  be  satisfactory. 
And  all  the  world  knows,  that  the  repeal  of  the  or- 
ders in  council,  resulted  from  the  enquiry,  reluct- 
antly acceded  to  by  the  ministry,  into  the  e fleet  up- 
on dieir  manufacturing  establishments,  of  our  non- 
importation law,  or  to  the  warlike  attitude  assumed 
by  this  government,  or  to  both.  But  it  is  said,  that 
the  orders  in  council  are  done  away,  no  matter  from 
what  cause  ; and  that  having  been  the  sole  motive  for 
declaring  the  war,  the  relations  of  peace  ought  to 
pc  restored.  This  brings  me  into  an  examination  of 
the  grounds  for  continuing  the  war. 

I am  far  from  acknowledging  that,  had  the  orders 
in  council  been  repealed,  as  they  have  been,  before 
the  war  was  declared,  the  declaration  would  have 
been  prevented.  In  a body  so  numerous  as  this  is, 
from  which  the  declaration  emanated,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  say,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  what  would 
have  been  the  effect  of  such  a repeal.  Each  mem- 
ber must  answer  for  himself.  I have  no  hesitation, 
then,  in  saying,  that  1 have  always  considered  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen  as  much  the  most 
serious  aggression.  But,  sir,  how  have  those  orders 
at  last  been  repealed  ? Great  Britain,  it  is  true,  has 
intimated  a willingness  to  suspend  their  practical 
operation,  but  she  still  arrogates  to  herself  the  right 
to  revive  them  upon  certain  contingencies,  of  which 
she  constitutes  herself  the  sole  judge.  She  waves 
the  temporary  use  of  the  rod,  but  she  suspends  it, 
interrorem,  over  our  heads.  Supposing  it  was  con- 
ceded to  gentlemen  that  such  a repeal  of  the  orders 
in  council,  as  took  place  on  the  2od  of  June  last,  ex- 
ception.d  as  it  is,  being  known  before  the  war,  would 
have  prevented  the  war,  does  jt  follow  that  it  ought 
to  induce  us  to  lay  down  our  arms,  without  the  re- 
dress of  any  other  injury  ? Does  it  follow,  in  all  cases, 
that  that  which  would  have  prevented  the  war  in 
the  first  instance,  should  terminate  the  war  ? — 
By  no  means.  It  requires  a great  struggle  for  a na- 
tion, prone  to  peace  as  this,  to  burst  through  its  ha- 
bits and  encounter  the  difficulties  of  war.  Such  a 
nation  ought  but  seldom  to  go  to  war.  When  it  does 
it  should  be  for  clear  and  essential  rights  alone,  and 
it  should  firmly  resolve  to  extort,  at  all  hazards, 
their  recognition.  The  war  of  the  revolution  is  an 
example  of  a war  began  for  one  object  and  prosecut- 
ed for  another.  It  was  waged,  in  its  commence- 
Ihent,  against  the  rig-ht  asserted  by  the  parent  coun- 
try to  tax  the  colonies.  Then  no  one  thought  of  ab- 
solute independence.  The  idea  of  independence  was 
repelled.  But  the  British  government  would  have 
relinquished  the  principle  of  taxation.  The  founders 
of  our  liberties  saw,  however,  that  there  was  no  se- 
curity short  of  independence,  and  thev  achieved  our 
independence.  When  nations  are  engaged  in  war 
those  rights  in  controversy,  which  are  not  acknow- 
ledged by  the  treaty  of  peace,  are  abandoned.  And 
who  is  prepared  to  say  that  American  seamen  shall 
he  surrendered,  the  victims  to  the  British  principle 
of  impressment  ? And,  sir,  what  is  this  principle  ? 
She  contends  that  she  has  a right  to  the  services  of 
!ie?  owh  subjects*  That,  in  tfic  exercise  of  this  right. 


she  may  lawfully  impress  them,  even  although  sh^ 
finds  them  in  our  vessels, -upon  the  high  seas,  with- 
out her  jurisdiction.  Now  I deny  that  she  has  any 
right,  without  her  jurisdiction,  to  come  on  boat  d cur 
vessels,  upon  the  high  seas,  for  any  other  purpose 
but  in  pursuit  of  enemies,  or  their  goods,  or  goods 
contraband  of  wav.  But  she  further  contends,  that 
her  subjects  cannot  renounce  their  allegiance  to  her 
and  contract  a new  obligation  to  other  sovereigns.  I 
do  not  mean  to  go  into  the  general  question  of  the 
right  of  expatriation.  If,  as  is  contended*  all  na- 
tions deny  it,  all  nations  at  the  same  time  admit  and 
ractice  "the  right  of  naturalization.  Great  Britain 
erself  does.  Great  Britain,  in  the  very  case  of  fo- 
reign seamen,  imposes,  perhaps,fewer  restraint?,  upon 
naturalization  than  other  nation.  Then  if  subjects 
cannot  break  their  original  allegiance,  they  may,  ac- 
cording to  universal  usage,  contract  a new  allegi- 
ance. What  is  the  effect  of  this  double  obligation  ? 
Undoubtedly,  that  the  sovereign  having  possession 
of  the  subject  would  have  the  right  to  the  services 
of  the  subject.  If  he  return  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  liis  primitive  sovereign,  he  may  resume  his  right 
to  his  services,  of  which  the  subject,  by  his  own  act, 
could  not  divest  himself!  But  his  primitive  sovereign 
can  have  no  right  to  go  in  .quest  of  him,  out  of  his 
own  jurisdiction,  into  the  jurisdiction  of  another 
sovereign,  or  upon  the  high  seas,  where  there  exists 
either  no  jurisdiction,  or  it  belongs  to  the  nation 
owning  the  ship  navigating  them.  But,  sir,  this  dis- 
cussion is  altogether  useless.  It  is  not  to  the  British 
principle,  objectionable  as  it  is,  that  we  are  alone  to 
look.  It  is  to  her  practice.  No  matter  v/hat  guise 
she  puts  on.  It  is  in  vain  to  assert  the  inviolability 
of  the  obligation  of  allegiance.  It  is  vain  to  set  up 
the  plea  of  necessity,  and  to  allege  that  she  cannot 
exist  without  the  impressment  of  HER  seamen.  The 
naked  truth  is,  she  comes,  by  her  press  gangs,  cn 
board  our  vessels,  seizes  OUR  native  seamen,  as  well 
as  naturalized,  and  drags  them  into  her  service.  It 
is  the  case,  then,  of  the  assertion  of  an  erroneous 
principle,  and  a practice  not  conformable  to  the  prin- 
ciple— a principle  which,  if  it.  were  theoretically 
right,  must,  forever  be  practically  wrong.  We  are 
told,  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  that  govern- 
ment has  not  done  all  that  was  incumbent  on  it  to  do 
to  avoid  just  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain — that,  in  particular,  the  certificates  of  pro- 
tection, authorised  by  the  act  of  1796,  are  fraudu  - 
lentiy  used.  Sir,  government  has  done  too  much  hi 
granting  those  paper  protections.  I can  never  think 
of  them  without  being  shocked.  They  resemble  the 
passes  which  the  master  grants  to  his  negro  slave, 
“iet  the  bearer,  Mungo,  pass  and  repass  without  mo- 
lestation.”  What  do  they  imply  ? That.  Great  Britain 
has  a right  to  take  all  who  are  not  provided  with 
them.  From  their  very  nature  they  must  be  liable 
to  abuse  on  both  sides.  If  Great  Britain  desires  a 
mark  by  which  she  can  know  her  own  subjects,  let 
her  give  them  an  ear  mark.  The  colors  that  float 
from  tiie  mast-head  should  be  the  credentials  of  our 
seamen.  There  is  no  safety  to  us,  and  the  gentle- 
men have  shown  it,  but  in  the  rule  that  all  who  sail 
under  the  flag  (not  being  enemies)  are  protected  by 
the  flag.  It' is  impossible  that  this  country  should 
ever  abandon  the  gallant  tars,  who  have  won  for  us 
such  splendid  trophies.  Let  me  suppose  that  the  ge- 
nius of  Columbia  should  visit  one  of  them  in  his  op- 
pressor’s prison,  and  attempt  to  reconcile  him  tohia 
wretched  condition . She  would  say  to  him,  in  the 
language  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  "Great 
Britain  intends  you  no  harm  ; she  did  not  mean  to 
impress  you,  but  one  of  her  own  subjects  ; having 
taken  you  by  mistake,  1 will  remonstrate,  and  try  to 
prevail  upon  her,  by  neaceable  means*  to  release  you'. 
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but  I cannot,  my  son,  fight  for  you.”  If  he  did  not 
Consider  this  mockery,  he  would  address  her  judg- 
ment and  say,  “You  owe  me,  my  country,  protec- 
tion ; I owe  you,  in  return,  obedience.  I ipu  no  Bri- 
tish subject,  i am  a native  of  old  Massachusetts, 
where  live  my  aged  father,  my  wife,  inv  children. 

: have  faithfully  discharged  my  duty.  Will  you  re- 
p ru-  to  do  y curs  !”  Appealing-  to,  her  passions,  he 
‘would  continue,  “I  lost  this  eye  in  fighting  under 
T exton,  with  the  Insurgente  ; I got  this  scar  before 
b -wob  ; I broke  this  leg  on  board  the  Constitution, 
w - tote  Guerriere  struck.”  If  she  remained  still  un- 
arm ved,  he  would  break  out,  in  the  accents  of  ming- 
i?d  distress  and  despair, 

Hard,  hard,  is  my  fate  ! once  I freedom  enjoyed, 

Was  as  happy  as  happy  could  be ! 

Oh!  how  hard  is  my  fate,  how  galling  these  chains!* 

I w-.H  not  imagine  the  dreadful  catastrophe  to  which 
he  would  be  driven  by  an  abandonment  of  him  to 
his  oppressor.  It  will  not  be,  it  cannot  be,  that  his 
country  will  refuse  him  protection. 

It  js  said,  that  Great  Britain  has  always  been  wil- 
ling- to  make  a satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment  ; and  that  Mr.  King  had  nearly 
concluded  one  prior  to  his  departtire  from  that  coun- 
try. Let  us  hear  what  that  minister  says  upon  his 
return  to  America.  In  his  letter  dated  at  New- York 
in  July,  1803,  after  giving  an  account  of  his  attempt 
to  form  an  arrangement  for  the  protection  of  our 
■geamen,  and  his  interviews  to  this  end  with  lords 
Hawkerbary  and  Si.  Vincent ; and  stating  that, 
when  he  had  supposed  the  terms  of  a convention 
were  agreed  upon,  a new  pretension  was  set  up  (the 
ynare  clausum),  he  concludes  ; “I  regret  not  to  have 
been  able  to  put  this  business  on  a satisfactory  foot- 
ing’, knowing  as  I do  its  very  great  importance  to 
both  parties ; but  I do  flatter  myself  th^t  I have 
pot  misjudged  the  interests  of  our  own  country,  in 
refusing  to  sanction  a principle  that  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  more  extensive  evils  than  those  it  was 
our  aim  to  prevent.”  The  sequel  of  his  neg-ocia- 
tion,  on  this  affair,  is  more  fully  given  in  the  recent 
conversation  between  Mr.  Russell  and  lord  Castle- 
ire.vgh,  communicated  to  congress  during  its  present 
$ession.  Lord  Castiereagh.says  to  Mr.  Russell : — 

“Indeed  there  lias  evidently  been  much  misappre- 
hension on  this  subject,  and  an  erroneous  belief  en- 
ter rained  that  an  arrangement,  in  regard  to  it,  has 
been  nearer  an  accomplishment  than  the  facts  will 
warrant,  Even  our  friends  in  congress,  I mean  those 
who  were  opposed  to  going  to  war  with  us,  have 
been  so  confident  in  this  mistake,  that  they  have 
asciobed  the  failure  of  such  an  arrangement  solely  to 
the  misconduct  of  the  American  government.  This 
error  probably  originated  with  Mr.  King,  for  being 
much  esteemed  here,  and  always  well  received  by 
the  persons  in  power,  he  seems  to  have  misconstrued 
their  readiness  to  listen  to  his  representations,  and 
their  warm  professions  of  a disposition  to  remove 
the  complaints  of  America,  in  relation  to  impress- 
rn  nt,  into  a supposed  conviction  on  their  part  of  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  plan  which  lie  had  propos- 
ed. But  lord  St.  Vincent,  whom  he  might  have 
thought  he  had  brought  over  to  his  opinions,  appears 
never  for  a moment  to  have  ceased  Ip  regard  all  ar- 
j-anyment  on  the  subject  to  be  attended  with  for- 

*ft  is  impossible  to  describe  the  pathetic  effect 
produced  bv  this  part  of  the  speech,  The  day  was 
chilling  cold,  so  much  so,  that  Mr.  Clay  has  been 
heard  to  declare,  that  it  was  the  only  time  lie  ever 
gpoke  when  he  was  unable  to  keep  himself  warm  by 
tile  exercise  of  speaking  ; yet  there  were  few  eyes 
tlyutdid  not  testify  to  the  sensibility  excited. 

( Suit.  tilt. 


midablc,  if  not  insurmountable  obstacles.  This  ifc 
otivious  from  a letter  which  his  lordship  addressed 
to  sir  William  Scott  at  the  time.”  Here  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  read  a letter,  contained  in  the  records  be* 
fore  him,  in  which  lord  St.  Vincent  states  to  sir  Wil- 
liam Scott  the  zeal  with  which  Mr.  King  had  assail- 
ed him  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  confesses 
his  own  perplexity  and  incompetency  [to  discover 
any  practical  project  for  the  safe  discontinuar.ee  of 
that  practice,  and  asks  for  counsel  and.  advice.  “Thus 
you  see,”  continued  lord  Castlcreagh,  “that  the  con- 
fidence of  Mr.  King  on  this  subject  was  entirely 
unfounded.” 

Thus  it  is  apparent,  that,  at  no  time,  has  the  ene- 
my been  willing  to  place  this  subject  on  a satisfac- 
tory footing:  } will  speak  hereafter  of  overtures 
made  by  administration  since  the  war. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New-York  (Mr. 
Bleecker),  in  the  very  sensible  speech  with  which 
lie  favored  the  committee,  made  one  observation 
that  did  not  comport  with  his  usual  Liberal  and  en- 
larged views.  It  was  that  those  who  are  most  inte- 
rested against  the  practice  of  impressment  did  not 
desire  a continuance  of  the  war  on  account  of  it, 
whilst  those  (the  southern  and  western  members) 
who  had  no  interest  in  it,  were  the  zealous  advocates 
of  the  American  seamen.  It  was  a provincial  senti- 
ment unworthy  of  that  gentleman.  It  was  one  which 
in  a change  of  condition,  he  would  not  express,  be- 
cause I know  he  could  not  feel  it.  Does  not  that 
gentlemen  feel  for  the  unhappy  victims  of  the  toma- 
hawk in  the  western  country,  although  his  quarter 
of  the  union  maybe  exempted  from  similar  barbari- 
ties ? I am  sure  he  does.  If  there  be  a description 
of  rights  which,  more  than  any  other,  should  unite 
all  parties  in  all  quarters  of  the  union,  it  is  unques- 
tionably the  rights  of  the  person.  No  matter  what 
his  vocation  ; whether  he  seeks  subsistence  amidst 
the  dangers  of  the  deep,  or  draws  it  from  the  bowels 
of  the  earth,  or  from  the  humblest  occupations  of 
mechanic  life : whenever  the  sacred  rights  of  an 
American  freeman  are  assailed,  all  hearts  ought 
to  unite  and  every  arm  should  be  braced  to  vindicate 
his  cause. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  sees  in  Canada  no 
object  worth}  of  conquest.  According*  to  him,  it  is 
a cold,  sterile,  and  inhospitable  region.  And  yet, 
such  are  the  allurements  which  it  oilers,  that  tlie 
same  gentleman  apprehends  that,  it  it  be  annexed 
to  the  United  States,  already  too  much  weakened 
by  an  extension  of  territory,  the  people  oi  New 
England  will  rush  over  the  line  and  depopulate  that 
section  of  the  union  ! That  gentleman  considers  it 
honest  to  hold  Canada  as  a kind  of  hostage,  to  re- 
gal’d it  as  a sort  of  bond,  for  the  good  behavior  of 
the  e,i\emv.  But  he  will  not  enforce  the  bond.  I he 
actual  conquest  of  the  country  would,  according 
to  him,  make  no  impression  upon  the  enemy,  and  yet 
the  very  apprehension  only  of  such  a conquest  would 
at  all  times  have  a powerful  operation  upon  him! 
Other  gentlemen  consider  the  invasion  of  that  coun- 
try as  wicked  and  unjustifiable.  Its  inhabitants  are^ 
represented  as  unoffending,  connected  with  those  of 
the  bordering  states  by  a thousand  tender  ties,  in- 
terchan^ing  acts  of  kindness,  and  all  the  offices  of 
good  peighborhood  ; Canada,  said  Mr.  C.  innocent ! 
Canada  unoffending ! Is  it  not  in  Canada  tit  at  the 
tomahawk  of  the  savage  has  been  moulded  into  its 
deathlike  form  i From  Canadian  magazines,  Malden 
and  others,  that  those  supplies  have  been  issued 
which  nourish  and  sustain  the  Indian  hostilities  ? 
Supplies  which  have  enabled  the  savage  hordes  to 
butcher  the  garrison  of  Chicag’O,  and  to  commit 
other  horrible  murders  ? Was  it  not  by  the  joint  co- 
operation of  and  Ih (Gaits  tbM  a remote. 
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^rceincan  fort,  Michilimackinack,  was  fallen  upon 
and  reduced,  in  ignorance  of  a state  of  war  ? Hut 
sir,  how  soon  have  the  opposition  changed.  When 
administration  was  striving,  by  the  operation  of 
peaceful  measures,  to  bring  Great  Britain  back  to  a 
sense  of  justice,  the)-  were  for  old  fashioned  war. 
And  now  that  they  have  got  old  fashioned  war,  their 
sensibilities  are  cruelly  shocked,  and  all  their  sym- 
pathies are  lavished  upon  the  harmless  inhabitants  of 
the  adjoining  provinces.  What  does  a state  of  war 
present?  The  united  energies  of  one  people  arrayed 
against  the  combined  energies  of  another — a conflict 
in  which  each  party  aims  to  inflict  all  the  injury  it 
cun,  by  sea  and  land  upon  the  territories,  property 
and  citizens  of  the  other,  subject  only  to  the  rules 
.of  mitigated  war  practised  by  civilized  nations. — 
Tiie  gentlemen  would  not  touch  the  continental  pro- 
vinces of  the  enemy,  nor,  I presume,  for  the  same 
reason,  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies.  The 
same  humane  spirit  would  spare  the  seamen  and  sol- 
diers qf  the  enemy.  The  sacred  person  of  his  ma- 
jesty must  not  be  attacked,  for  the  learned  gentle- 
men, on  the  other  side,  are  quite  familiar  with  the 
maxim,  that  the  king  con  do  no  -wrong.  Indeed,  sir, 
I know  of  no  person  on  whom  we  may  make  War, 
upon  the  principles  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  but 
Mr.  Stephen,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  orders 
in  council,  or  the  board  of  admiralty,  who  autho- 
rise and  regulate  the  practice  of  impressment ! 

The  disasters  of  the  war  admonish  us,  we  are  told, 
of  the  necessity  of  terminating  the  contest.  If  our 
achievements  upon  the  land  have  been  less  splendid 
than  those  of  our  intrepid  seamen,  it  is  not  because 
tile  American  soldier  Ts  less  brave.  On  the  one  cle- 
ment organization,  discipline,  and  a thorough  know- 
ledge of  their  duties  exist,  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
and  men.  On  the  other,  almost  every  thing  is  yet  to 
be  acquired.  We  have  however  the  consolation  that 
our  country  abounds  with  the  richest  materials,  and 
that  in  no  instance  when  engaged  in  action  have  our 
arms  been  tarnished.  At  Brownstown  and  at  Queens- 
town the  valor  of  veterans  were  displayed,  and  acts 
of  the  noblest  heroism  were  performed.  It  is  true, 
that  the  disgrace  of  Detroit  remains  to  be  wiped  off’. 
That  is  a subject  on  which  I cannot  trust  mv  feel- 
ings, it  is  not  titting  I should  speak.  But  this'  much 
I will  say,  it  was  an  event  which  no  human  foresight 
could  have  anticipated,  and  for  which  administration 
cannot  be  justly  censured.  It  was  the  parent  of  all 
the  misfortunes  we  have  experienced  on  land-  But 
for  it  the  Indian  war  would  have  been  in  a great  mea- 
sure prevented  or  terminated  : the  ascendancy  on 
lake  Erie  acquired,  and  the  war  pushed  perhaps  to 
Montreal.  With  the  exception  of  that  event,  the 
war,  even  upon  the  land,  has  been  attended  by  a se- 
ries of  the  most  brilliant  exploits,  which  whatever  in- 
terest they  may  inspire  on  this  side  of  the  mountains, 
have  given  the  greatest  pleasure  on  the  other.  The 
expedition  under  the  command  of  governor  Edwards 
and  colonel  Russell,  to  lake  Pioria  on  the  Illinois, 
was  completely  successful.  So  was  that  of  captain 
Graig,  who  it  is  said  ascended  that  river  still  higher. 
General  Hopkins  destroyed  the  Prophet’s  town.  We 
have  just  received  intelligence  of  the  gallant  enter- 
prise of  colonel  Campbell.  In  short,  sir,  the  Indian 
towns  have  been  swept  from  the  mouth  to  the  source 
of  the  Wabash,  and  a hostile  country  has  been  pene- 
trated far  beyond  the  most  daring  incursions  of  any 
eamnaitrn  Hiirinn1  tlipfnrm^p  tnrliun  u-oo 


campaign  during  the  former  Indian  war.  Never  was 
more  cool  deliberate  bravery  displayed  than  that  by 
Newman’s  party  from  Georgia.  And  the  capture  of 
the  Detroit,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Caledonia, 
(whether  placed  to  our  maritime  or  land  account) 
for  judgment,  skill  and  courage,  on  the  part  of  licut. 
Elliott,  has  never  been  surpassed. 


. It  is  alleged  that  the  elections  in  England,  arc  i* 
favor  of  the  ministry,  and  that  those  in  this  connfiy 
ire  against  the  war.  If  in  such  a cause  (sin  'mg  no- 
thing of  the  impurity  of  theiv  elections)  the  people 
of  that  country  have  rallied  around  their  govern- 
ment, it  affords  a salutary  lesson  to  the  people  here, 
who  at  all  hazards  ought  to  support  theirs,  strug- 
gling as  it  is  to  maintain  our  just  rights.  But  the 
people  here  have  not  been  false  to  themselves : a 
great  majority  approves  the  war,  as  is  evinced  by  the 
recent  re-election  of  the  chief  magistrate.  Sxippose 
it  were  even  true,  that  an  entire  section  of  the  union 
were  opposed  to  the  war,  that  section  being  a mino- 
rity, is  the  will  of  the  majority  to  be  relinquished  ? 
In  that  section  the  real  strength  of  the  opposition 
had  been  greatly  exaggerated.  Vermont  has,  by  two 
successive  expressions  of  her  opinion,  approved  the 
declaration  of  war.  In  New-Hampshirc,  parties  arc 
so  nearly  equipoised,  that  out  of  30  or  35,000  votes, 
those,  who  approved  and  are  for  supporting  it,  lost 
the  election,  by  only  1,000  or  1,500.  In  Massachu- 
setts alone  have  they  obtained  any  considerable  acw 
cession.  If  we  come  to  New-York,  we  shall  find  that 
other  and  local  causes  have  influenced  her  elections. 

W hat  cause,  Mr  Chairman,  Which  existed  for  de- 
claring the  war,  has  been  removed  ? W e sought  in- 
demnity for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future. 
The  orders  in  council  are  suspended,  not  revoked ; 
no  compensation  for  spoliations;  Indian  hostilities, 
which  were  before  secretly  instigated,  now  openly 
encouraged  ; and  the  practice  of  impressment  unre- 
mittingly persevered  in  and  insisted  upon.  Yet  ad- 
ministration has  given  the  strongest  demonstrations 
of  its  love  of  peace.  On  the26th  June,  less  than  10 
days  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  secretary  of 
state  writes  to  Mr.  Russell,  authorising  him  to  agree 
to  an  armistice,  upon  two  conditions  only,  and  what 
are  they  ? That  the  orders  in  council  should  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  practice  of  impressing  American  sea- 
men cease,  those  already  impressed  being-  released- 
The  proposition  was  for  nothing  more  than  a rent 
truce ; that  the  War  should  in  fact  cease  on  both. 
sides.  Again  on  the  27th  July,  one  month  later,  an- 
ticipating a possible  objection  to  these  terms,  reason- 
able as  they  are,  Mr.  Monroe  empowers  Mr.  Russell 
to  stipulate  in  general  terms  for  an  armistice,  hav- 
ing only  an  informal  understanding  on  these  points. 
In  return,  the  enemy  is  offered  a prohibition  of  the 
employment  of  his  seamen  in  our  service,  thus  re- 
moving entirely  all  pretext  for  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment. The  very  proposition  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Pitkin)  contends  ought 
to  be  made,  lias  been  made.  How  are  these  pacific 
advances  met  by  the  other  party  ? Rejected  as  abso- 
lutely inadmissible,  cavils  are  indulged  about  the  in 
adequacy  of  Mr.  Russell’s  powers,  and  the  want  of 
an  act  of  eongress  is  intimated.  And  yet  the  con- 
stant usage  of  nations  1 believe  is,  where  the  legisla- 
tion of  one  party  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  a 
given  stipulation,  to  leave  it  to  the  contracting  par- 
ty to  provide  the  requisite  laws.  If  he  fail  to  do  so, 
it  is  a breach  of  good  faith,  and  a subject  of  subse- 
quent remonstrance  by  the  injured  party.  W hen 
Mr.  Russell  renews  the  overture,  in  what  was  intend- 
ed as  a more  agreeable  form  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, lord  Custlereagh  is  not  content  with  a simple, 
rejection,  but  clothes  it  in  the  language  of  insult. 
Afterwards,  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Russell,  the 
moderation  ofour  government  is  misinterpreted  and 
made  the  occasion  of  a sneer,  that  we  arc  tired  of  the 
war.  The  proposition  of  admiral  Warren  is  submit- 
ted in  a spirit  not  more  pacific.  He  is  instructed,  he 
tells  us,  to  propose  that  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed Suites  shall  instantly  recall  their  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  against  British  ships,  together  with  all 
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orders  and  instructions  for  any  acts  of  hostility  what- 
ever against  the  territories  of  his  majesty  or  the 
persons  or  property  of  tps  subjects.  That  small  af- 
fair being  settled,  he  is  further  authorised  to  ar- 
range as  to  the  revocation  of  the  laws  which  inter- 
dict the  commerce  and  ships  of  war  of  his  majesty 
from  t’ne  harbors  and  waters  of  the  United  States. 
This  messenger  of  peace  comes  with  one  qualified 
concession  in  his  pocket,  not  made  to  the  justice  of 
our  demands,  and  is  fully  empowered  to  receive  our 
hfbm.-ige,  the  contrite  retraction  of  all  pur  measures 
* adopted  against  his  master  ! And  in  default,  he  does 
jiot  fail  to  assure  us,  that  the  orders  in  council  are 
to  be  forthwith  revived!  Administration,  still  anxi- 
ous to  terminate  the  war,  suppresses  the  indignation 
which  such  a proposal  ought  to  have  created,  and 
in  its  answer  concludes  by  informing  admiral  War- 
ren, “that  if  there  be  no  objection  to  an  accommo- 
dation of  the  difference  relating  to  impressment,  in 
the  mode  proposed,  other  than  the  suspension  of 
the  British  claim  to  impressment  during  the  armis- 
_ it  ticc,  there  can  be  none  to  proceeding,  -without  the 
. armistice , to  an  immediate  discussion  and  arrange- 
ment of  an  article  on  that  subject”  Thus  it  has  left 
' the  door  of  /negotiation  unclosed,  and  it  remains  to 
be  seen  if  the  enemy  will  accept  the  invitation. ten- 
dered to  him.  The  honorable  gentlemen  from  North 
' Carolina  (Mr.  Pearson)  supposes,  that  if  congress 
Wotild  pass  a law,  prohibiting  the  employment  of 
British  seamen  in  our  service,  upon  condition  of  a 
like,  .prohibition  on  their  part,  peace  would  imme- 
diately follow.  Sir,  1 have  no  doubt  if  such  a law 
were  passed,  with  all  the  requisite  solemnities,  lord 
Castlereagh  would  laugh  at  our  simplicity,  No,  sir, 
administration  has  erred  in  the  steps  which  it  has  tak- 
en to  restore  peace,  but  its  error  has  been  not  in  doing 
too  little,  but  in  betraying  too  great  a solicitude  for 
that  event.  An  honorable  peace  is  attainable  only 
by  an  efficient  war.  My  plan  would  be  to  call  out 
the  ample  resources  of  the  country,  give  them  a ju- 
dicious direction,  prosecute  the  war  with  the  ut- 
most vigor,  strike  wherever  we  can  reach  the  enemy, 
at  sea  or  on  land,  and  negociate  the  terms  of  a peace 
at'Quebec  or  Halifax.  We  are  told  that  England  is 
a proud  and  lofty  nation  that  disdaining  to  wait  for 
danger,  meets  it  half  way.  Haughty  as  she  is,  we 
once  triumphed  over  her,  and  if  we  do  not  listen  to 
the  councils  of  timidity  and  despair  we  shall  again 
prevail.  In  such  a cause,  with  the  aid  of  Provi- 
vidence,  we  must  come  out  crowned  with  success  ; 
blit  if  we  fail,  let  us  fail  like  men,  lash  ourselves  to 
our  gallant  tars,  a nd  expire  together  in  one  common 
struggle,  fighting  for  “SEAMEN’S  RIGHTS  AND 
FREE  TRADE.” 


Law  of  Ohio. 

$n  act  for  the  encouragement  of  volunteers  m the 
North-Western  A,  ' my  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  in  consequence  of  the  lamentable  disas- 
ter, which  has  happened  to  that  part  of  the  North- 
Western  army  of  the, United  States,  lately  under 
the  command  of  gen,  Jas,  Winchester,  it  becomes 
indispensably  necessary  that  prompt  and  efficient 
measures  should  be  adopted,  to  carry  on  the  expe- 
rt*011 contemplated  by  the  army  under  the  command 
of  gen.  Win,  H.  Harrison  ; and  whereas  it  may  be 
JPlpi’acticable  to  recruit  and  organize  an  adequate 
corps  of  the  militia  pf  this  state,  at  *?o  early  a pe- 
riod as  to  reinforce  the  North-Western  army,  prior ; 
to  t)ie  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the  bri- 
gades under  the  command  of  genera}  T upper  and 
general  Perkins  j and  notwithstanding  their  valor 


and  patriotism,  yet  considering  the  privations  and 
sufferings  those  men  have  endured,  it  is  unreasona- 
ble to  expect  or  require  of  them  to  continue  in  ser- 
vice, after  the  expiration  of  the  term  aforesaid, 
without  making  them  an  additional  compensation : 
Therefore, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  That  in  case  the  term  of  service  of 
any  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  now  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  'William  Henry  Harrison,  should 
expire  prior  to  his  receiving  a sufficient  reinforce- 
ment, he  is  hereby  authorised  to  accept  their  servi- 
ces for  any  longer  period  not  exceeding  two  months  ; 
and  provided  the  whole  or  any  part  of  such  militia 
shall  volunteer,  and  subject  themselves  to  the  orders 
of  the  conun ander-in -chief  of  the  North-Western 
army,  to  perform  such  services  as  he  may  require  of 
them,  a bounty  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars  per 
month,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
state,  to  each  non-commissioned  officer,  musician, 
and  private  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  now  in  the 
service  of.  the  United  States,  who  shall  volunteer 
and  continue  in  the  service  aforesaid,  in  their  re-* 
spective  corps  ; and  the  bounty  so  allowed,  shall  be 
apportioned  and  paid  to  such  volunteers,  for  and 
according  to  the  time  they  shall  respectively  con- 
tinue to  serve  after  the  expiration  of  their  present 
term  of  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a sum  not 
exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasu- 
ry of  tills  state,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
payment  of  any  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians and  privates,  who  may  serve  as  volunteers, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of 
this  act ; and  the  'paymaster  of  any  detachment  of 
such  volunteers,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  bills 
from  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  payable  at  the 
treasury ; and  the  auditor  is  hereby  required  to  is- 
sue the*  same,  on  such  paymaster  producing  to  him 
the  pay  rolls  of  any  such  detachment,  duly  certified 
by  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  North-Western 
army.  JOHN  POLLOCK, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives <- 
THOMAS  KIRKER, 
Speaker  of  the  senate < 

February  2,  1813. 


Public  Debt— Payments— Loans. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmit- 
ting statements  of  the  annual  payments  on  account 
of  the  public  debt,  and  of  the  revolutionary  goj 
vernment ; in  obedience  to  a resolution  ol  the? 
house  of  representatives  of  the  22nd  ultimo. 

Treasury  Department,  Fe.  .nary  4th,  1813. 
Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  statements  of 
the  annual  payments  made  on  account  of  the  public- 
debt,  and  of  the  revolutionary  government,  prepared 
in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  22nd  ultimo. 

Finding  that  the  sum  of  39,856,620  dollars,  stated 
by  the  register- of  the.  treasury  (in  his  letter  accom- 
panying the  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
transmitted  on  the  11th  ultimo,)  as  the  aggregate 
amount  of  loans,  embraced  some  items  of  a different 
nature,  I also  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  explana- 
tory statement  (C)  showing  in  ope  view  the  annual  re- 
ceipts  on  account  of  loans,  and  expenditures  on  ac  - 
count of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt. 

I have  the  honor  th  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN 
The  honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representative's, 
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Ai  STATEMENT  of  the  sums  paid  annually  on  account  of  the  Public  Debt  from  the  commencement  of 
-the  .present  government  until  the  30th  of' September,  1812,  in  which  the  sums  paid  for  Principal,  Inte- 
rest, and  Charges  are  distinguished,  respectively  ; formed  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  House  of 


** 

YEARS. 

PRINCIPAL. 

INTEREST. 

CHARGES 
ON  FOREIGN 
LOANS. 

TOTAL. 

From  the  4th  March,  1789,  to  31st  Dec.  1791, 

2,938,512  6 

I 

2,090,637  44 

358,800 

5,287,949  503 

1792, 

4,062,037  76 

3,076,628  23 

125,000 

7,2 63,665  99. 

1793, 

3,047,263  18 

2,714,293  83 

57,948  28 

5,819,505  29 

1794, 

2,311,285  57 

3,413,254  50 

54,062  20 

5,77 8,602  271 

1795, 

2,895,260  45 

3,136,671  16 

52,480 

6,084,44  6D 
5,824,282  47; 

1796, 

2,640,791  91 

3,183,490  56 

- 

1797, 

2,492,378  76 

3,220,043  6 

80,000 

5,792,421  82i 

1798, 

937,012  86 

3,053,281  2S 

- 

3,990,294  14' 

1799, 

1,410,589  18 

3,186,287  60 

• 

4,596,876  78i 

1800, 

1,2 03,665  23 

3,374,704  72 

- 

4,578,369  95! 
7,279,792  801 

1801, 

2,878,794  11 

4,396,998  69 

4,000 

1802, 

5,413,965  81 

4,120,038  95 

5,000 

9,539,004  761 

1803, 

3,407,331  43 

3,790,113  41 

6,000 

7,203,444  841 

1804, 

3,905,204  90 

4,259,582  55 

7,000 

8,171,787  45] 
7,369,889  79' 

1805, 

3,220,890  97 

4,140,998  82 

8,000 

1806, 

5,266,476  73 

3,694,407  88 

29,000 

8,989,884  61  i 

1807, 

2,938,141  62 

3,369,578  48 

* 

6,307,720  10; 

1808, 

6,832,092  48 

3,428,152  87 

- 

10,260,245  35] 

1809, 

3,586,479  26 

2,866,074  90 

- 

6,452,554  16; 

1810, 

5,163,476  93 

2,845,427  53 

8,008,904  46; 

1811, 

5,543,470  89] 

! 2,465,733  16 

- 

8,009,204  5 

From  the  1st  Jan.  to  the  30th  ©f  Sept.  1812, 

b.  537,814  24] 

/ 

1,616,465  62 

' 

2,154,279  86 

72,63 2,936  33 

71,442,865  24 

687,290  48 

144,763,092  5 

To  which  add  the  amount  paid  during  the  above  period  for  loss  on  exchange. 

99,168  62; 
a.  144862260  67] 

to  the  domestic  debt,  or  of  the  foreign  and 
the  treasury  of  the  10th  of  January,  1813. 
b.  Amount  reimbursed  , 

Paid  from  funds  advanced  in  the  preceding  year 

Leaves  as  above 


and  is  the'amouut  stated  by  the  register  in  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of 


821,762  27 
283,948  03 

$537,814  24 


Treasury  Department,  Register’s  Office,  Feb.  3,  1813. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


A STATEMENT  of  the  whole  amount  paid  annually  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  fiovernmentfrom  the  commencement  of  the 
present  government  to  the  31st  of  Dec.  1795  ; formed  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  ot  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  the  22d  of  January,  1813. 


YEARS. 

For  discharg- 
ing warrants 
issued  by  the 
board  of  trea- 
sury. 

Towards  dis- 
charging cer- 
tain debts  con- 
tracted by  A. 
Skinner,  late 
commissary  of 
prisoners. 

Towards 
discharg- 
ing certain 
debts  cpn 
tracted  by 
colonel  T. 
Pickering, 

For  paying  1 
bills  of  ex- 
change drawn' 
on  commissi-  j 
oners  at  Paris] 
for  interest  on 
loan  office  cer- 
tificates. 

For  discharg- 
ing a claim  of 
O.  Pollock, 
late  commerci- 
al agent  at  N. 

Orleans. 

t 

j 

TOTAL.  j 

i 

Fr.  March  4, 1789  to  Dec.  31  1791, 

157,789  94 

38,683  13 

1,454  8 

3,533 

201,460  15] 

1792, 

33  33 

- 

2,606  18 

- 582 

108,605  2 

111,826  53  j 

1793, 

- 

46  42 

2,675  56 

- 

- 

2,721  98] 

1794, 

- 

- 

162  45 

36 

. 

198  45} 

1795, 

* 

61  59 

l 

“ 

61  59j 

i 

..  A ....  TT,  ...  . 

157,823  27 

38,729  55 

6,959  86 

4,151 

108,605  2 

» 

a.316,268  70j 
1 

) 

9*  Amount  stated  by  the  Register  in  liis  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the'  Treasury  of  the  10th  of  January,  I8i3. 


Treasury  Department.  Register's  Office,  February  3.  1813. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
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(C.) 

& STATEMENT  of  tlie  monies  annually  received  from  foreign  and  domestic  loans  either  at  the  T rebu- 
ry of  the  United  States  or  by  their  commissioners  abroad  : Also,  of  tlie  monies  annually  paid  on  ac- 
count of  the  princialof  the  public  debt,  from  the  commencement  of  tlie  present  government  until  the 
30th  of  September,  1812. 


YEARS. 

Receipts  from 
loans. 

gggeaeH, 

Payments  on 
account  of  tlie 
principal  of  tlie 
public  debt. 

From  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the  3 1st  of  December,  1791 

5,552,475  31 

2,938,512  06 

L 1792 

4,936,595  56 

4,062,037  76 

1793 

1,000,000  00 

3,047,263  18 

1794 

4,600,000  00 

2,311,285  57 

1795 

3,300,000  00 

2,895,260  45 

t 1796 

320,000  00 

2,640,791  91 
2,492,378  76 

1797 

70,000  00 

1798 

200,000  00 

937,012  86 

1799 

5,000,000  00 

1,410,589  18 

f ' 1800 

1,565,229  24 

1,203,665  23 

180-1 

. 

2,878,794  11 

T8p2 

5,413,965  81 

1803 

3,407,331  43 

1804 

_ 

3,905,204  90 

1805 

3,220,890  97 

1806 

5,266,476  73 

1807 

2,938,141  62 

1808 

6,832,092  48 

1809 

. 

3,586,479  26 

1810 

2,750,000  00 

5,163,476  93 

1811 

. 

5,523,470  89 

From  tlie  1st  of  January,  te  the  >30th  of  September,  1812 

5,847,212  50 

537,814  24 

> , ...... 

a35,141,512  61 

72,632,936  33 

a.This  sum  of 

Together  v^ith  the  amount  received  during  that  period  for  sales  of 
Bank  stock,- 
Dividends  on  ditto. 

Interest  on  stock  remitted  to  Europe, 

Gain  on  exchange. 

2,671,860  00 
1,101,720  00 
136,400  00 
805,127  39 

35,141,512  61 
. 4,715,107  39 

Is  the  amount  stated  by  the  Register  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury * — 

of  the  10th  of  January,  1813,  $39,856,620  00 


Live  the  Constitution ! 

“We  -will  ask  the  infatuated  men  of  property , beguil 
c*ed  by  the  arts  of  Albert  Gallatin , by  -what,  fund,  and 
“by  -whom  they  : will  be  repaid  the  udixinces  made  on 
“exchequer  bilh  and  the  loans,  in  the  event  of  a dissolu- 

“tion  of  the  union  “ We  will  ask  them  further, 

“whether  from  present  appearances,  and  under  ex- 
“istirig  circumstances , there  is  the  least  foundation  to 
“ build  a hope  that  the  union  will  last  twelve  months  ?” 

“We  look  to  Russia  to  save  us  from  iht  horrors  of 

“ anarchy . If  a reverse  of  fortune  is  in  reserve  for 
“ Alexander , and  the  war  continues,  the  union  is  inevit- 
“ably  gone.”  The  writer  then  goes  on  to  predict  the 
immediate  migration  of  the  “best  men  of  the  middle 
and  southern  states”  to  the  eastern. 

The  preceding  is  literally  copied  from  a news- 
paper published  in  the  bosom  and  centre  of  the 
United  States,  the  name  of  which,  however,  /shall 
not  record  ; that  has,  perhaps,  a greater  number  of 
subscribers  than  any  in  the  union,  owingto  certain 
ever-to-be  lamented  events.  If  a reply  were  not  dis- 
dainecL  we  would  say,  that  in  the  contingency  s.o 


[triumphantly  anticipated,  we  would  repay  the  mo- 
mies  from  imposts  levied  on  those  foreigners  who 
cannot  do  without  our  trade — would  assert,  and  . 
easily  prove,  that  in  the  back  lands  there  is  a stable 
fund  sufficient  to  return  those  monies  a thousand 
times  over — and  declare,  that  they  who  make  the 
insinuation  have  not  “the  least  foundation  to  build 
a hope”  of  its  reality,  wish  it  as  much  as  they  cah  : 
and  further  say,  that  if  our  union  depends  upon  a 
foreign  consideration,  it  is  not  worth  preserving. — 
13 ut  we  prefer  to  plead  a general  issue  ; and  leave 
these  points  to  be  settled  by  whom  they  may.  Such 
conduct  deserves  the  universal  execration  ; and  we 
shall  offend  none  that  we  desire  to  please,  by  follow- 
ing the  precepts  of  Wasuixgwx,  in  “frowning  in- 
dignantly” upon  it. 

The  desperate  lengths  to  which  the  love  of  mo* 
ney  or  a lust  for  domination,  will  carry  some  men, 
are  as  undefinable  as  the  boundaries  of  space.  And, 
in  a country  like  the  United  States,  where  so  much 
depends  on  the  general  opinion  or  prevailing  senti- 
ment of  the  people,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that 
the  freedom  of  discussion  should  sometimes  assume 
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*->i£  appearance  of,  and  in  fact,  grow  into,  rank  trea- 
son i though  the  letter  of  the  law  remains  unviolated. 
It  was  said  of  the  Dutch  merchants  that  they  literal- 
ly trampledon  the  cross,  as  the  permit  of  their  trade 
with  Japan  ; and  we  are  assured,  past  doubt,  that 
the  British  government  in  India  raises  a revenue 
from  the  human  sacrifices  offered  to  Juggernaut  t as 
Well  as  that,  for  the  sake  of  this  gain,  they  pay  the 
wages  of  a great  number  of  prostitutes  to  assist  in  the 
ceremonies  of  the  idol’s  worship,  within  the  temple  ! 
—we  have  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  as  cor- 
rupt an  “itching  palm”  is  npt  to  be  found  in  our 
own  country ; and  that  the  most  holy  alliance  be- 
tween man  and  his  CREATOR,  and  his  country,  or 
his  neighbour,  may  not  be  as  easily  dissolved  by  the 
power  of  gold  in  the  United  States,  as  elsewhere. — 
And  we  often  behold  men  whose  disposition  it  ap- 
pears to  be — “rather  to  reign  in  hell  than  serve  in 
heaven.” 

With  these  excitements,  it  is  with  less  surprise 
than  regret  that  we  observe  the  infuriated  manner  in 
which  certain  conspicuous  characters  earn  their 
wages , or  manifest  a design  to  gratify  their  ambition , 
at  this  particular  period,  when  union  is  so  necessary 
-to  the  speedy  and  just  recognition  of  the  rights  we 
contend  for.  Among  the  many  cabinet  secrets  dis- 
turbed by  the  French  revolution  it  came  out,  that 
Great  Britain  had  paid,  in  private  presents , to  some 
persons  of  the  French  court  the  enormous  sum  of 
two  millions  sterling  (nearly  nine  millions  of  dollars) 
to  bring  about  the  commercial  treaty  she  once  had 
with  France.  That  treaty  was  not  half  so  important  to 
Britain  as  the  succombing  of  the  United  States,  at 
tins  time,  would  be  ; and  it  is  fair  to  infer  that 
immense  sums  of  “secret  service  money”  is  distri- 
buted amongst  us.  There  is  no  fact  more  notorious 
than  that  a great  amount  was  lavished  in  this  way 
during  the  revolution.  Bribes  wrere  offered  in  all 
the  possible  shapes  that  sin  assumes  to  tempt  man- 
kind to  condemnation.  The  wages  of  infamy  were 
freely  exposed  to  every  one  ; from  the  incorruptible 
Reed  to  the  base  Arnold,  and  from  him  down,  down, 
down  to  the  little  villains,  that  employed  themselves 
in  plundering  their  neighbors’  sheep  folds  to  supply 
the  royal  armies.  It  was  a dirty  business  ; and  no 
tool  was  too  miserable  to  be  employed,  if  it  would 
answer  a purpose ; the  prices  being  as  various  as 
their  uses. 

Then,  as  now,  as  if  by  conjuration,  these  tools 
presented  to  the  public  horrible  images,  and  Arnold 
justified  the  absolute  sale  of  himself  to  the  British 
government,  by  pleading  his  apprehensions  of  a 
** French  influence”  in  the  councils  of  our  young  re- 
public, then  allied  to  and  assisted  by  France  to  w ork 
out  its  independence.  For  many  centuries  it  has 
been  the  policy  of  the  British  to  instil  into  the  minds 
of  their  children,  the  most  contemptible  ideas  of 
France  and  Frenchmen , and  to  prejudice  them  with 
a belief  that  their  countries  were  “ natural  enemies” 
of  each  other.  These  early  notions,  sustained  by 
the  school-books  put  into  their  hands,  by  the  personi- 
fication of  Frenchmen  in  the  theatres,  and  a thousand 
other  means,  take  a deep  root ; and  perhaps,  never 
are  eradicated.  Arnold  knew  the  prejudices  of  his! 
countrymen,  and  fastened  himself  upon  them  to 
soften  down  the  odium  of  his  own  act  i,n  his  self- 
sale to  the  enemy. 

But  Arnold's  miserable  attempt  to  justify  himself 
was  not  half  so  flagrant  as  the  proceedings  of  some 
men  at  this  day.  We  have  a pretty  powerful  party 
(or,  at  least,  a very  noisy  one)  that  assumes  to  itself 
an  exclusive  admiration  and  regard  for  the  name  of 
Wasui  ^gtox,  w hile  it  calmly  propose  a separation 
of  the  states,  or  argues  the  necessity  and  probability  of 
such  an  event  1 The  illustrious  cYieftain  taught  us, 


above  all  things,  to  speak  of  the  union  of  the  state* 
as  the  ark  of  our  safety  and  happiness — he  cautioned 
us  always  to  think  of  the  confederation  with  great 
reverence  and  gratitude  ; and  positively  directed  U6 
to  “mown  Ilf W6Itant.lt  on  tuk  first  dawning  of 
an  attempt”  to  weaken  the  bonds  that  make  us  one 
people.  Were  that  man  now  living,  how  would  the 
lire  of  his  eye,  like  the  forked  lightning,  rive  to 
atoms  tlie  execrable  knot  that  calls  on  his  nam^,, 
while  they  recommend  the  very  things,  that  of  all 
tilings  he  deprecated.§ 

Some  eight  or  ten  liberally  supported  newspapers* 
whose  editors  pronounce  it  next  to  impiety  to  doubt 
the  correctness  of  the  most  trival  incident  of  that 
good  man’s  life,  are  constant  and  unceasing  in  theft* 
efforts  to  inflame  the  people  of  one  part  of  the  union 
against  the  people  of  another  part,  in  preparation  for 
the  grand  drama  of  blood  to  be  acted  in  a civil  war- 
I do  not  wonder  at  this  ; for  those  who  support  the 
human  sacrifice*  and  carnal  prostitutions  of  Jugger * 
naut,  are  fit  tools  for  any  thing  else — but  that  'hey 
should  find  readers  among  the  honest  yeomanry  of  our 
country,  (tlie  cloven  foot  being  so  completely  shewn)) 
is  what  excites  admiration.  It  is  unfortunate  that  ma- 
ny look  upon  such  stuff  as  mer e electioneering  matter^ 
jandpass  it  by  as  unworthy  serious  reprehension.  Bur, 
they  ought  to  obey  the  solemn  injunction  of  their 
Washington,  and  at  all  times,  “frown  indignantly” 
upon  it.  The  mind  of  man1  easily  becomes  reconcil- 
ed to  the  most  imminent  dangers  ; and  life,  itself 
by  a constant  exposure,  is  cheapened  in  tlie  estima- 
tion of  its  possessor.  The  gallant  sailor  laughs  wi- 
the storm,  and  cracks  his  jokes  amidst  the  thunder 
of  cannon  ; and  the  soldier  calmly  takes  his  tobacco 
lest  the  fire  of  the  enemy  should  deprive  him  of  hi$ 
last  ^ration  !”t  These  men  are  not  move  brave  than 
their  fellow's,  but  have  so  moulded  their  minds  from 
the  nature  of  their  business,  as  not  to  fear  even  death. 
IIow  dangerous  then  is  it  to  become  familiar  with 
tlie  idea  that  this  republic  may  be  dissolved  ! On 
this  account  it  was  that  Washington  so  seriously 
enjoined  us  never  to  suppose  it  possible. 

Convinced  that  no  man,  not  purchased  by' mor  cy„ 
or  blinded  by  ambition,  cun  iv ally  desire  a separation 
of  the  states,  I fear  to  trust  my  feelings  to  speak  of 
such  as  propose,  insinuate  or  intimate  that  dreadful 
catastrophe.  But  why  is  that  constant  outcry  per- 
mitted l The  public  reason  is  a tribunal  that  might 
peacefully  correct  this  inert  treason,  and  look  -into 
absolute  contempt  the  persons  who  commit  it ; who 
are  also  guilty  a villainy  (this  is  the  mildest  woid 
I can  use)  that  few  men  suspect.  But  I have  seen 
in  these  papers  the  official  documents  of  the  United 
States  mangled,  distorted  and  g’arbled,  by  the  alter - 
ation  or  omission  of  paragraphs  and  sentences,  or  by 
the  neglect  to  publish  the  part  of  a series  of  papers 
that  did  not  please  the  editors,  so  as  to  make  the 

^Washington’s  farewell  address. — “In  contem 
plating  the  causes  which  may  disturb  your  union,  it- 
occurs,  as  a matter  of  .serious  concern,  that  any 
ground  should  have  been  furnished,  for  characteris- 
ing parties  bv  geographical  discriminations — northei'fi 
and  southern — Atlantic  and  western  ; whence  design- 
ing men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a belief,  that  there 
is  a real  difference  of  local  interests  and  views.  One 
of  the  expedients  of  party  to  acquire  influence,  with- 
in particular  districts,  is  to  misrepresent  tlie  opinions 
and  aims  of  other  districts.  You  cannot,  shield  your- 
selves to  much  against  the  jealousies  and  heart  burn 
ings  which  spring  from  these  misrepresentations  , — 
they  tend  to  render  alien  to  each  other,  those  who 
ought  to  be  bound  together  by  fraternal  affection.” 

-We  have  heard  two  pleasant  anecdotes  shewing 
that  these  things  literally  happened. 
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facts  appear  essentially  different  from  what  they 
really  were.  I solemnly  aver  to  the  truth  of  this 
annunciation ; for  I have  observed  it  in  comparing 
the  documents,  and  in  furnishing  copy  for  the  Re- 
gister. A fixed  resolve  to  avoid  all  political  con- 
troversy, thus  long  retained  my  remarks  for  my 
own  reflections  ; for  I felt  as  if  I could  not  proclaim 
the  fact  without  giving  tile  names  of  the  persons 
guilty  of  it ; which,  hereafter,  if  some  other  occa- 
sion occurs,  I may  consider  myself  yet  bound  to  do. 


surprized  that  this  bill  has  completely  bothered jj  the 
avaricious  and  ambitious  demagogues,  the  genuine 
jacobins  of  the  times  ; but  the  great  body  of  the 
people  do  say,  that  its  provisions  go  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  go  in  the  work  of  conciliation  ; and 
declare,  they  will  support  the  war,  with  all  their 
heart  and  soul,  if  it  shall  not  produce  an  immediate 
peace.  Some  object  to  the  bill  as  conceding  too 
much  ; but,  in  my  opinion,  while  it  abandons  no 
essential  right,  it  destroys  all  pretence  of  -wrong,  and 


If  we  did  not  believe  it  offensive  to  patriotism  to  ought  to  prevail,  as  originally  reported- 


say  one  word  on  the  advantages  of  union,  lest  it  might 
give  some  plausibility  to  the  turnings  and  twistings- 
of  the  enemy,  it  might  easily  be  shewn  that  the 
“commercial  states,”  (as  a certain  portion  of  our  ter- 
ritory is  artfully  designated)  owe  their  commerce  to 
tire  agriculture  of  other  portions  of  it.  But  this  is 
worse  than  useless ; being  satisfied,  as  before  ob- 
served, that  every  honest  man  views  a serious  pro- 
position to  dismember  us  with  horror;  yet  thousands 
indirectly  countenance  such  propositions,  by  giving 
their  support  to  the  papers  that  'disseminate  such 
doctrines  through  party.  Here  is  a grand  error. 

There  are  few  things  we  are  so  tenacious  of  as  our 
political  opinions ; wc  cannot  brook  the  idea  of 
‘‘shifting  our  ground,”  and  hold  to  our  party  though 
it  may  frequently  act  contrary  to  our  special  ideas  on 
important  occasions.  For  it  is  not  more  absurd  to 
suppose  that  “the  federalists ” (as  a body)  desire  a 
sever ation  of  the  states,  than  that  the  body  of  “ the 
republicans ” would  subject  the  country  to  France. — 
Take  “the  federalists”  individually  and  every  one 
will  say  the  war  for  our  seamen  is  j ust,  for  “impress- 
must  cease,”*  yet,  as  a party , they  condemn 
the  war,  and  palliate  the  practice,  to  keep  up  oppo- 
sition to  an  administration,  whose  .general  principles 
diey  cannot  approve.-}-  Thus,  perhaps,  in  some  cases, 
it  may  be  on  the  other  side ; the  spirit  of  party, 
hurrying  the  people  to  collective  acts  that  individu- 
ally they  hate  and  despise.  How  shall  a severation 
of  party  from  patriotism  be  brought  about  ? What 
shall  we  do  that  the  honest,  of  all  parties,  may 
“frown”  the  knaves  to  insignificance  ? I have  a thou- 
sand times  thought  of  this  matter,  but  the  medium 
to  effect  it  never  presented  itself  till  last  week,  in  the 
report  and  bill  from  the  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, see  page  358.  I am  not  about  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  that  bill,  at  present ; but  it  appears  to  me 
impossible,  if  it  passes,  that  it  shall  not  “separate 
the  sheep  from  the  goats,”  and  divide  us  into  real 
Americans  and  unqualified  Englishmen.  We  are  not 


* Oliver  Wolcott , esq.  of  New-York,  is  a gentleman 
of  a great  distinction  in  his  party.  At  a meeting  of 
the  J\Tew -England  Society , lately  held  in  that  city, 
where  he  presided,  he  gave  the  following  truly  Arne 
rican  sentiment : 

“ The  seamen  of  the  United  States  /—whose  perse- 
verance, fidelity  and  patriotism  entitle  them  to  the 
confidence  and  protection  of  all  just  and  honorable 
men — JUay  their  personal  rights  be  defended  while  our 
covratry  enjoys  any  rights  worth  defending” 

If  the  reader  will  refer  to  page  385,  et  seq.  of  vol. 
IT,  of  the  Weekly  Register,  he  will  And  there  re- 
corded similar  sentiments  expressed  by  Messrs.  Ti- 
mothy Pickering,  Rufus  King , John  ^Marshall,  Benja- 
min  Stoddert , James  M* Henry,  and  other >till  promi- 
nent “federal”  gentlemen.  And  on  a late  brilliant 
occas;on,  the  sailor’s  feast  at  New-York,  com.  Deca- 
tur. claimed  as  a “federalist,”  and  certainly  one  of  the 
..iblest  -negotiators  we  ever  had,  gave  the  toast 

“FREE  TRADE  AND  NO  IMIOtESSMENT.” 


was  with  reluctance- this  subject  has  been  touch- 
ed ; for  we  would  have  it  believed  as  impossible  to 
separate  the  states  as  to  stop  the  courses  of  the  pla- 
nets. This  was  the  view  in  which  Washington 
taugh  us  .o  regard  it.  And  if  we  have  c frowned 
indignantly ” on  the  wretches  that  insinuate  or  pro- 
pose the  contrary,  we  rest  our  defence  in  an  obedi- 
ence to  his  precepts,  matured  by  experience  and 
sanctified  by  their  beneficial  effects.  There  is  no  peo- 
ple under  the  canopy  of  heaven  with  the  means  of 
happiness  so  completely  at  their  own  command,  as 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  If  any  desire  to 
pass  under  the  domination  of  France,  or  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  the  British  government,  let  them  do  so 
— we  only  desire  that  they  may  permit  the  friends  of 
the  constitution  “to  manage  their  own  affairs  in  thdt 
own  way.” 


0f  m gpm 

NORTH-WESTERN  ARMY, 

DISTRESSING  MASSACRE. 

It  is,  indeed,  a painful  duty  to  record  the  facets 
and  statements  that  follow ; and  to  present  a scene  df 
butchery  that  has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  our  wars. 
The  advance  of  the  north-westhern  army,  under  the 
command  of  brigadier-general  Winchester , has  near- 
ly all  been  slain,  or  taken  prisoners  : — one  hundred, 
out  of  the  one  thousand  men  composing  it,  not  escap- 
ing ; and  of  the  great  body,at  least  one  half  slaughter* 
etl,  scalped,  and  mangled  by  the  alliedforc.es.  .**  Bri- 
tish officer  who,  by  a fiag  of  truce,  brought  this 
news  to  Buffalo,  said  that  the  victory  .was  dearly  pur - 
chased,  and  further  stated  that  four  hundred  prison- 
ers taken  in  the  engagement,  were  on  their  way  to 
Fort  George.  Our  private  letter  from  Chilicothe,  on 
which  we  fully  rely,  painfully  represents  the  great 
disadvantages  our  people  had  to  contend  with  ; and 
to  the  gallant  captain  Hart,  the  beloved  of  all  who 
knew  him,  we  are,  perhaps,  indebted  chiefly  for  the 
preservation  of  the  lives  of  those  taken  prisoners,  by 
the  determined  stand  he  took,  forcing  a capitulation . 
The  brave  Winchester,  too  confident  in  the  fears 

HExtract  from  some  remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  employment  of  foreign  seamen,  published  in  a 
New-York 'paper : 1 

“The  course,  proper  to  be  pursued  by  the  friends 
of  peace,  on  this  proposition,  and  the  modification  it 
may  be  susceptible  of,  is  of  delicate  consideration, 
and  may  well  invite  a communication  from  all  Ame- 
rican statesmen,  wherever  they  may  be  found.” 

Why  this  “ delicate  consideration”  ? The  bill  will 
secure  to  Great  Britain  all  she  affects  to  demand  as 
her  right,  and  remove  the  difficulty  that,  we  always 
were  told,  forbade  an  arrangement  on  impressment. 
Let  us  come  to  the  point — shall  real  bona  fide  Ameri- 
can citizens  be  protected  or  not  ? If  this  will  not 


give  to  Great  Britain  all  her  most  ardent  friends  can 
fl  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  '“republicans” ! reasonably  demand  for  her,  let  them  propose  some- 
ave  always  been  free  from  the  justicp  of  this  cen-!  thing  to  accomplish  the  purpose.  Bo  they  fear  to 
n.re  ! Let  them  look,  to  It.  ! commit  themselves  ? 
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of  the  enemy— a hero  of  the  revolution,  a soldier  and 
a gentleman,  is  numbered  with  the  dead — mangled 
by  the  “dear  allies”  of  the  British  crown  ; and  with 
him  have  fallen  many  of  the  best  spirits  of  generous 
Kentucky,  whose  volunteers  formed  the  greater  part 
of  the  detachment.  Sweet  be  their  memories  in  the 
recollection  of  the  just — and  forever  hated  be  that 
influence  and  unholy  affinity  that  first  prompted  the 
savage  foe  to  lift  his  hatchet.  Be  the  blood  of  the 
deluded  Indian  on  til  ^British  throne,  when  his  ex 


neral  Harrison.  The  opinions  are  various  as  to  the 
force  oftiie  enem\ — they  are  generally  supposed, 
however,  to  have  been  1600  strong.  General  Win- 
chester was  killed,  and  his  body  mangled  in  the 
most  horrid  manner  by  the  Indians.  He  is  said  to 
have  lodged  three-fourths  of  mile  from  camp  the 
night  preceding  the  engagement,  and  his  officers 
were  principally  at  private  houses.  The  reinforce- 
ment sent  forward  by  general  Harrison,  had  notar- 
rived  at  the  river  Raisin,  at  the  time  of  the  defeat. 


tei'inination  shall  come — and  come  it  must  and  trill ^ | arid  were  ordered  hack  to  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami, 
sooner  or  later,  before  many  months.  jwhere  they  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  2 2d.  On 

Amidst  the  gloom  that  these  details  present,  I the  morning  of  tlie*23d,  at  2 o’clock,  a retreat  was 
we  have  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  hope  that  Harrison  ordered  by  general  Harrison.  The  troops  have  re- 


rejoice  m tlie  hope 
and  the  brave  spirits  that  accompany  him,  are  ra- 
ther stimulated  than  daunted  by  them — panting  to 
avenge  the  bloody  deed.  And  we  confidently  trust, 
that  his  ulterior  objects  will  rather  be  accelerated 
by  the  increased  ardor  of  his  troops,  than  retarded 
by  til  is  unfortunate  affair. 

What  shall  we  say  of  patriotic  Ohio  ? See  the  act 
of  the  legislature,  page  376,  and  behold  the  spirit  of 
the  people ! 

CmiicoTHE,  January  23. 

• Extract  of  a letter  from  general  Harrison  to  go- 
vernor Meigs,  dated  head-quarters , JMorth-lVest- 
ern  Army , Rapids  of  the  Miami,  January  20 th, 
1813. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yon  v at  the  detach- 
ment under  colonel  Lewis  was  completely  success- 
ful in  its  attack  upon  the  part  of  the  enemy  at  tlfe 
river  Raisin.  Their  force  there  consisting  of  several 
hundreds  of  Indians  and  a company  of  militia,  which 
were  placed  behind  pickets,  were  attacked  by  our 
troops,  about  three  o’clock  on  the  18th  instant.  The 
action  lasted  till  night,  when  the  enemy  were  com- 
pletely routed.  The  Indians  suffered  considerably 
— their  allies  ran  off  with  apiece  of  artillery  in  the 
commencement  of  the  action.  Our  loss  is  10  killed 
— 2 captains  and  20  privates  wounded.  General 
Winchester  marched  yesterday  with  200  men  to 
take  the  command  at  the  river  Raisin — he  will  have 
1000  effective  men.  I am  this  moment  dispatching* 
five  companies  more  of  general  Perkins’  brigade. 

Chilicqtuf.,  Fcbmiary  2. 

Late  last  evening  an  express  arrived  in  tow*n, 
bearing  letters  from  general  Harrison  to  governor 
Meigs.  A number  of  letters  have  also  been  receive  e 
from  officers  in  the  army,  which  contain  the  me- 
lancholy account  of  the  total  defeat  of  the  advanced 
detachment  under  the  command  of  general  Winches- 
ter. Of  the  engagement  at  the  river  Raisin,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  18th  of  January,  and  the  taking- 
possession  of  that  place  by  the  force  under  colonel 
Lewis,  the  public  are  already  informed.  General 
Winchester  reinforced  colonel  Lewis,  with  about 
250  men  on  the  20th.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d, 
at  day  break,  the  American  force  was  attacked  by 
the  British  and  Indians.  The  line  was  formed  as  ex- 
peditiously as  was  practicable,  from  the  irregular  j 
manner  in  which  our  troops  were  encamped.  To  the 
centre  were  opposed  the  British,  with  from  three  to 
six  pieces  of  cannon — the  Indians  on  the  flanks. 

The  Americans  are  said  to  have  fought  bravely 
until  they  had  exhausted  their  ammunition,  with 
which  general  Winchester  had  not  taken  the  pre- 
caution of  supplying  the  troops ; and  they  were 
scarcely  able  to  fire  five  rounds.  Those  who  sur- 
rendered on  the  field  of  battle,  are  said  to  have  been 
taken  prisoners  by  the  British,  while  those  who  at- 
tempted to  make  their  escape  were  pursued  by  the 
Indians  on  horseback,  tomahawked  and  scalped. — 
The  slaughter  was  great,  and  Kentucky  has  lost 
many  valuable  citizens  and  brave  soldiers.  About 


Vf  £e; 

tired  as  far  back  as  the  Portage  river,  ar  the  cross- 
ings ©f  Hull’s  road,  where  they  are  well  supplied 
with  provisions.  The  movement  of*  general  With 
Chester  to  the  river  Raisin  was  to  secure  a consi- 
derable quantity  of  provisions,  and  to  protect  the  in- 
habitants— it  was  without  orders  from  general  Har- 
rison. Although  this  defeat  may,  for  a short  time, 
retard  the  progress  of  the  army,  the  country  may, 
notwithstanding,  safely  confide  in  the  exertions  of 
the  general.  Had  not  his  well  arranged  system -been 
partially  frustrated  by  the  precipitate  movement  of 
general  Winchester,  it  would,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, have  insured  success. 

ADDITIONAL  lNFOItlHATIOBT. 

Since  the  above  was  issued,  another  express  has 
arrived  in  town,  bearing  a letter  from  general  Har- 
rison to  governor  Meigs,  who  has  politely  favored 
us  with  the  following  extract,  dated 

Head-Quarters,  Carrying  River  24th  Jan.  1813. 

“Dear  Sin — The  event  of  which  I expressed  so 
much  apprehension  in  my  letter  to  you,  from  Lower 
Sandusky,  has  happened  The  detachment  under 
col.  Lewis  was  reinforced  by  general  Winchester 
with  250  men.  He  attended  it  and  took  the  com- 
mand at  the  river  Raisin  on  the  20th,  and  on  the 
22d,  he  was  attacked  at  reveille,  by  a considerable 
British  and  Indian  force  with  six  pieces  of  artillery  : 
the  troops  being  surprised  and  the  ground  unfavora- 
ble, had  but  little  opportunity  of  forming  to  advan- 
tage. They  were  surrounded  and  broke  in  20  or  25 
minutes.  A major  and  captain  and  about  25  privates 
were  all  that  effected  their  escape. 

I had  but  360  men  with  me  about  three  miles 
above  the  Rapids,  where  the  news  first  reached  roe. 
I immediately  ordered  them  to  prepare  to  march., 
and  set  out  with  my  staff  to  overtake  a detachment 
of  30 0 men  that  had  set  out  that  morning  for  the 
river  Raisin.  I overtook  tliem  at  the  distance  of  sjx 
miles,  but  before  the  other  troops  (colonel  Andrews’ 
Ohio  regiment)  came  up,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
defeat  was  complete,  and  it  was  the  unanimous- 
opinion  of  generals  Payne,  Perkins  and  the  field  offi- 
cers, that  we  should  return. — A detachment  to  the 
.'•.mount  of  170  of  the  most  active  men,  was  sent  for- 
ward with  directions  to  proceed  as  far  as  possible. to 
assist  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  escape*; 
there  were  however  but  few,  the  snow  was  so  deep 
that  the  fugitives  were  entirely  exhausted  in  rum.ing 
a few  miles ; those  that  did  get  off  effected  it  by  turfw 
ing  down  to  the  lake  and  secreting  themselves.  5 
believe  there  were  not  more  than  40  or  50  that  got  a. 
mile  from  the  scene  of  action,  and  the  greater  part  of 
them  were  overtaken. 

Never  were  the  affairs  of  any  army  in  a more 
prosperous  situation  than  ours  before  the  unfortunate 
step  of  marching  the  detachment  to  the  river  Raisin  -7 
it  was  made  not  only  without  any  authority  from 
me,  but  in  opposition  to  my  views.  Every  thing  in 
my  power  was,  however,  done  to  prevent  any  disas- 
ter, and  reinforcements  were  pushed  on  with  as  much 


forty  only  have  arrived  at  the  head  quarters  of  ge  • I rapidity  as  possible ; major  Got  grove’s  battalion,  the 
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.first  in  th<*  army,  was  within  14  miles  of  the  scene  of 


action,  when  he  heard  of  the  defeat,  and  300  regu- 
lar troops  wei*e  also  on  their  way.  I remained  at  the 
Rapids  with  one  regiment  only.  In  justice  to  gene- 
ral Winchester,  1 must  observe,  that  I have  under- 
stood that  the  measure  "(marching  the  detachment  to 
the  river  Raisin)  was  forced  upon  him  by  his  officers  ; 
hut,  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  and  however 
great  the  calamity,  both  as  it  regards  the  nation  and 
individuals,  it  is  certainly  not  irreparable.  Bv  the 
unanimous  advice  of  the  general  and  field  officers,  I 
look  this  position  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  forc- 
ing a junction  with  the  troops  in  the  rear,  and  to 
©over  the  very  valuable  convoy  of  artillery  and  stores 
that  are  coming  from  Upper  Sandusky.  Unless  the 
weather  is  very  unfavorable,  I shall  be  at  the  Ra 
pids  again  in  four  or  five  days,  and  shall  certainly 
give  tlie  enemy  an  opportunity  of  measuring  their 
strength  with  us  in  another  contest.  For  myself  ' 
feel  no  doubt  as  to  the  result,  and  if  I can  judge  of 
the  disposition  of  the  troops,  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  received  an  address  from  me  yesterday, 
a desire  of  avenging  their  lost  companions  and  re- 
trieving their  country’s  disgrace  is  the  predominant 
passion  that  occupies  their  minds. 

1 know  not  what  proportion  the  prisoners  of  gen. 
Winchester’s  late  troops  bear  to  the  killed ; some  of 
the  French  who  have  come  in,  report  the  latter  at 
500  and  others  at  800.  The  detachment  amounted 
noar  1000- 

I am,  with  much  regard,  dear  sir,  your  humble 
servant,  WM.  H.  HARRISON. 

Mis  excellency  governor  Meigs.  * 

[The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  letter  alluded 
to  in  the  commencement  of  the  above  letter  of  gen. 
Karri  sou.  It  was  dated  Lower  Sandusky,  January- 
19,  1813.] 

“Hen.  Winchester  has  been  at  the  Rapids  since  the 
XOth — he  has  pushed  a detachment  to  the  river  Rai- 
sin. 1 have  not  learned  the  precise  object.  I shall 
set  out  this  morning,  and  reach  his  camp  this  night 
I have  strong  fears  that  colonels  Lewis  and  Alien 
mav  be  overpowered.” 

MORE  PARTICULARS 
$ti  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Register,  from  a gen- 
tleman of  great  respectability  ; which  letter  also 
enclosed  the  proceeding  information,  and  has  re- 
ference thereto  : 


night.  He  immediately  communicated  this  inform; 


tion  to  gen.  Winchester,  and  tagged  of  him  toorth 
the  cartridges  to  be  distributed  among  the  men,  the 
encarhpment  to  be  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  eve- 
ry preparation  immediately  taken  to'  fortify  it ; but 
unfortunately  the  general  could  not  admit  the  neces<» 
sity  of  these  measures,  and  spoke  contemptuously 
of  an  attack  from  the  Indians,  who  had  been  routed 
only  a few  days  before.  At  this  time  the  general  was 
quartered  three  fourths  of  a mile  from  the  camp, 
and  most  of  the  other  officers  at  other  houses  along 
the  river.  Col.  Weils  could  not  prevail  upon  his  ex 
cellency  to  take  any  of  these  precautionary  mea- 
sures, and  being  alarmed  for  the  exposed  situat  ion 
of  the  camp,  he  immediately  returned  with  all  pos- 
sible speed,  accompanied  by  capt . Lmigham,  to  the 
Rapids,  for  a reinforcement,  and  meeting  a detach- 
ment previously  dispatched  by  gen.  Jfarrison , had 
returned  to  within  a few  miles  of  the  Rive*  Raisin , 
when  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  Winchester  reached 
them.  It  is  also  said  that  when  the  attack  commenc- 
ed, gen.  IVinchester  ordered  a retreat ; but  from  the 
litter  confusion  which  prefailed,  this  could  not  be 
effected,  and  he  then  told  them  to  take  care  every 
man  for  himself,  and  attempted  to  make  his  own  es- 
cape on  horse  back,  but  was  overtaken  before  he  had 
gone  a mile,  by  the  Indians,  and  killed  and  scalped. 
His  body  was  cut  open  and  mangled  in  a shocking 
manner,  and  t ne  of  his  hands  cut  off.  Accounts 
further  state,  that  capt.  Hart ,*  of  the  Kentucky  vo- 
lunteers, had  his  men  immediately  formed  in  line  of 
battle  ; and,  with  some  others  who  fell  into  his  line, 
was  left  making  a gallant  stand  ag-ainst  the  enemy  ; 
and,  it  is  hoped,  lie  has  been  able  to  obtain  from 
them -terms  of  capitulation. 

Carrying  river,  the  place  to  which  gen.  Harrison. 
has  fallen  back,  and  which  is  his  present  head-quar- 
ters, is  18  miles  this  side  the  Rafrids,  and  52  beyond 
Fort  JlP Arthur.  From  Lower  Sandusky  to  the  Ra- 
pids is  about  40  miles,  from  thence  to  River  Raising 
34 — from  thence  to  Fort  Malden  18.  The  late  en- 
campment of  the  troops  at  the  River  Raisin  was  about 
three  miles  from  the  lake. 

Upon  the  requisition  of  gen.  Harrison,  gov.  Meigs 
has  called  out  two  regiments  of  Ohio  militia,  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Franklinton , on  the  10th  inst.  to  fill  the 
ranks  in  place  of  those  whose  time  of  service  will 
plhen  expire.  Other  and  larger  drafts  will  no  doubt 


Crtetogtre,  3d  Feb.  1813.  be  speedily  made  to  reinforce  the  arrow  Gen.  Ham- 

l .1  l *n  * A,  ^ 1: . J* 1 


*‘De  vr  sin — I inclose  you  a hand-bill,  containin^ 
qjtir  latest  news  from  the  army— -an  account  of  a most 
dreadful  disaster  to  our  arms ; a disaster  unprece- 
dented in  the  annals  of  the  present  war,  and  enough 
to  appal  the  stoutest  heart ! 

We  have  several  accounts  of  particulars,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  is  contained  in  the  inclosed,  which, 
from  the  source. they  are  derived,  may,  I expect, 
be  relied  upon  as  nearly  correct.  Gen.  Harrison  was 
at  Lower  Sandusdy  when  he  received  information  of 
the  detachment  having  been  sent  ;to  the  River  Rai- 
sin by  gen.  lVinehestei\  He  dispatched  a letter  to 
govt  Meigs  on  the  19th  ult.  soon  after,  expressing  his 
fears  for  its  fate,  and  immediately  set  out  for  gen. 
Winchester's  camp,  accompanied  by  his  staff,  where 
lie  arrived  late  in  the  evening.  Gen.  Winchester  had, 
tlve  same  day,  marched  with  250  men  to  the  River 
Raisin  to  reinforce  col.  Lewis, n nd  take  the  command. 
The  next  morning  gen.  Harrison  dispatched  a batta- 
lion from  gen.  Perkins ’ brigade,  which  was  at  the 
Rapids,  as  an  additional  reinforcement  to  Winches- 
tei\  We  are  further  informed  that  on  the  evening 
before  the  defeat,  col.  Wells,  of  the  U.  S.  regulars, 
who  Was  at  the  River  Raisin  with  the  advanced  de- 
tachment, learned  from  some  of  the  FVench  inhabi- 
that  the  enemy  wwuld  attack  the  camp  that 


son , it  appears,  is,  notwithstanding  the  disastrous1 
fate  of  Winchester , determined  to  prosecute  tlie  cam  - 
paign vigorously,  and  with  as  little  delay  as  possible . 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  fall  of  Winches- 
ter was  owing  to  his  imprudence  in  remaining  with 
so  small  a force  in  an  exposed  situation,dnly  18  miles 
from  the  enemy’s  ‘^strong  hold,”  from  which  they 
could  march  to  his  camp,  on  the  ice,  in  four  hours: 
'[he  procedure  was  altogether  subversive  of  gen. 
Harrison's  plans,  and  contrary  to-  his  arrangements* 
which  were  known  to  Winchester:  But  it  is  painful 

to  dwell  on  so  distressing  a subject,  the  bare  recol- 
lection of  which,  will,  even  many  years  hence,  awak- 
en a latent  pang  in  the  sympathetic  breast.” 

In  addition,  we  learn  from  other  sources,  which, 
however,  we  do  not  consider  so  responsible  as  the 
preceding,  that  only  700  men  were  killed,  wounded 
and  missing;  that  general  Winchester's  hand, chopr^ 
ped  off,  was  thrust  into  a wound  it  his  body ; that' 
the  enemy’s  force  consisted  of  about  200  British  to 

*Capt.  Hart  had  a company  of  about  100 young  men* 
die  flower  of  Lexington  and  its  vicinity — and  was 
himself  one  of  best  men  that  ever  lived.  He  is  the 
bcoUieg-in-luw  of  Mr..  Speaker  Henry  Clay . 
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cranage  the  artillery,  (6  pieces)  and  2000  allies; 
that  colonels  Lenis  and  Allen,  were  among  the  slain. 
All  accounts  agree  in  the  the  great  confusion  that 
prevailed  frotn  the  loose  manner  in  which  the  de* 
tachment  Was  encamped,  being  confident  in  securi- 
ty. For  the  next  publication,  we  expect  many  in- 
teresting details  ; which  as  usual,  us  well  for  pre- 
cnt  information,  as  future  reference,  shall  be  eure- 
■fully  laid  before  our  readers. 

In  consequence  of  the  manoeuvres  of  the  British 
fleet  in  the  Chesapeake,  (see  naval  department)  the 
legislature  of  Virginia  made  an  immediate  appro- 
priation to  meet  the  expences,  and  several  volunteer 
companies  of  cavalry,  riflemen  and  infantry,  immedi- 
ately proceeded  from  Richmond  and  its  vicinity,  to 
Norfolk,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  United  States 
regulars.  The  governor  has  gone  to  Norfolk  to  take 
the  command  in  person.  Only  one  spirit  was  found 
among  the  people  on  this  interesting  occasion. 

From  the  20  th  to  the  27th  of  January,  58  persons 
reported  themselves  to  captain  Forsyth  commanding 
at.  Ogdens  burg,  as  deserters  from  the  British. 

Ncw-York . Feb.  5. — About  three  hundred  of  the 
United  States’  troops  have  left  the  camp  at  Green- 
hush  in  sleighs  for  Sackctt’s  harbor,  in  consequence 
of  information  having  been  received  that  the  British 
H ere  preparing  to  make  a descent  upon  that  place 
Jbrthe  purpose  of  destroying  the  flotilla  there. 

We  are  informed,  (says  the  Baltimore  Whig)  that 
general  Armstrong  intends  joining  the  army  of  the 
centre,  in  order  to  promote  the  enterprize  of  the 
troops  by  his  presence ; his  son  a youth  of  about  20 
years  of  age,  was  in  the  affair  of  Queenstown ; he 
headed  a company  of  36  men,  14  of  whom  were 
killed  and  16  wounded,  he  received  four  wounds,  one 
with  a musket  ball  and  three  with  huck-skot. 

From  the  London  IHlot  of  November  26. 
Portsmouth,  Nov.  27^ — “Passed  by  last  evening, 
from  Quebec  bound  to  London , the  ships  sir  George 
frrevost  and  Euretta.  The  latter,  it  is  said,  has  nv b 
uuhdred  AMERICAN  SCALPS  on  board  !» 
NAVAL. 

The  United  States  schooner  Nonsuch  (lately  a pri- 
vateer from  Baltimore,  and  a very  -warm  and  valua- 
ble vessel)  under  the  command  of  lieut.  J\lorkt  sailed 
from  Charleston,  on  a cruize,  on  the  25th  ult. 

Admiral  Cockburne,  in  the  Marlborough  74,  sail- 
ed from  Cadiz  on  the  25th  Nov.  for  the  American 
Station. 

We  learn  that  the  Wasp  and  Frolic  are  fitting  for 
sea  at  Bermuda ; and  a letter  from  that  place  says  a 
new  admiral  has  arrived  on  the  station,  and  that  the 
resent  British  force  consists  of  12  ships  of  the  line, 
0 frigates,  besides  sloops  of  war,  brigs,  &c. 

The  citizens  of  Norfolk  have  been  expecting  a visit  from  the 
British  squadron,  .consisting  of  two  74’s,  three  frigates,  a brigand 
a schooner,*  commanded  by  admiral  Warren!  A person  lately  ar- 
rived at  that  place  from  Bermuda,  has  deposed  ‘‘that  these  vessels 
had  taken  on  board,  bombs  and  shells,  ns  he  understood,  for  an  at* 
tack  upon  Norfolk,”  and  his  testimony  is  credited  there.  The  squa- 
dron at  our  last  accounts  iroiji  them  was  in  the  bay  and  ijo  i-hcen 
in  and  out  several  times.  The  very  valuable  schooner  Kemp  rrom 
trance,  passed  it  a few  nights  ago,  at  anchor  on  the  Horse  shoe,  so 
close  as  to  hear  the  sentinels ; Dut  was  not  discovered.  At  the 
time  they  were  coining  up,  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constellation  was  an- 
chored in  Hampton  Roads,  and  was  supposed  to  he  one  of  their 
chief  objects — the  tide  w as  ebb,  and  she  was  last  aground  on  Wil- 
loughby spit.  But  tlie  flood  made  and  the  sltiii  was  admit  before 
the  enemy  appeared.  She  was  immediately  la-ought  up  tlie  river, 
and  moored  between  the  forts.  The  troops  were  all  at  their  quar- 
ters—the  54th  regiment  of  Virginia  militia  was  mustered  and  numer- 
ously attended  ; the  gun-boats  placid  in  the  most  eligible  situations 
—and  all  possible  things  done  to  make  the  expected  contest  as  hurt- 
fuj  to  the  foe  as  they  could.  The  mjjitia  of  Hampton  also  seized 
their  arms,  ami  but  one  spirit  was  manifest  in  the  whole  people. 
Two  distinguished  citizens  of  Norfolk  have  been  deputed  to  make 
tlie  proper  representations  to  the  general  and  state  governments. 

* San  Domingo 74, admiral  Wamn  ; Dragon 74,  capt.  Collier; 
Starira  3ft,  Staekpole  ; Junon  38,  Saunders  ; Maidstone  3<5,  Kni'-| 
dett— ^Sopliia  brig^  and  Syren  schooner,  'l  he  BClvidera  of  38, 
HJid  QuritUhws  w 34,  hgve  since  joinefl. 


The  enemy’s  squadron  have  made  several  raptures,  hut  we  have- 
not' heard  Of  any-  valuable  vessels  being  token  by  them. 

It  appears  the  present  design  of  this  squadron  to  blockade  the 
Chesapeake  in  the  most  rigorous  manner.  The  ship  Emily,  from 
Baltimore,  with  flour  and  a British  license, l or  Lisbon,  was  turned 
back,  with  the  following  endorsement  on  her  register,  “I  hereby 
certify  that  the  I my  and  harbors  in  the  Chesapeake  were  yesterday 
put  under  a strict  and  rigorous  blockade,  J.  B.  Warren,  admir-ll 
of  the  Blue,  commander  in  chief.”  There  is  no  date  to  the  copy 
of  this  pui>er,  but  we  presume  sir  John  made  the  writing  on  the. 
5th  inst.  Some  suppose  this  is  done  in  expectation  of  a French 
fleet, and  to  prevent  notice  being  given  them.  Some  belitve  it  a Jiortr 
speculation  in  favor  of  the  British  agents,  sending  that  commodity 
to  Spttiji  and P oitugal, and  flour  on  tin-  news  »fii  fell  in  Baltimtup 
t wo  dollars  a barrel.  And  others  think  that  the  knight  is  really  de- 
signing to  do  something. 
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“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

"And  not  a rail,  but  by  permission,  spreads !” 

British  Saval  Register^ 

335.  The  British  king’s  packet  Townsend,  9 guns 
and  28  men,  besides  several  assisting  passengers* 
taken  by  the  Tom  of  Baltimore,  after  a hard  fight- 
in  which  7 or  8 were  killed  and  wounded  on  boara 
the  packet — none  hurt  in  tlie  Tom.  The  Townsend 
being  torn  almost  to  pieces,  was  ransomed  for  £ 1200 
sterling-  The  captain  of  the  packet  speaks  in  the 
most  honorable  terms  of  the  conduct  of  capt.  Wilsot* 
and  the  crew  of  the  Tom,  as  well  during  the  fight  as 
for  their  gentlemanly  behaviour  after  it  was  ended. 

336.  The  British  king’s  packet  Nocton,  from  Rio 
Janeiro  for  London,  with  §70,000  in  specie  on  board, 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Essex,  near  the  equa- 
tor The  packet  has  been  retaken  and  sent  into 
Bermuda — but  the  cash  is  on  board  the  Essex. 

537.  Brig  Barrosa,  6 guns,  from  Cork,  with  a*t 
assorted  cargo — a prize  to  the  Rolla  of  Baltimore—* 
has  arrived  at  Martha’s  Vineyard.  The  ^Barrosjl 
is  valued  at  .£40,000  sterling. 

338.  Brig  Recovery,  a prize  to  the  U.  S.  brig  Ar- 
gus, has  arrived  at  New  Bedford.  We  have  no  par* 
ticulars. 

339  Schooner  Mary,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  from 
Porto  Rico  for  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  sent  into  Charles- 
ton, by  the  Eagle  of  that  port. 

340.  Brig  Peggy,  of  Barbadoes,  from  St.John’s* 
Newfoundland,  fin*  St.  Lucia,  taken  from  under thte 
convoy  of  two  British  sloops  of  war,  by  the  Hunter 
privateer  and  sent  into  Boston.  It  is  expected  that 
some  others  of  the  fleet  were  taken,  for  the  privateer 
was  wonderfully  impudent  in  playing  round  and 
about  them.  The  Peggy  is  one  of  the  many  Ame- 
rican vessels  that  tlie  British  peaceabiy  captured  be* 
fore  the  declaration  of  war. 

341.  Ship of  500  tons,  8 guns,  coppered. 

Laden  with  coal,  plantation  utensils,  &c.  from  Bris- 
tol, (Eng.)  for  the  West  Indies,  sent  into  New-Lon* 
don  by  the  Growler  privateer. 

342.  Brig  Andalusia'of  250  tons,  10  guns,c.apturcd 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the  Yankee  privateer,  arid 
sent  into  Savannah.  The  Brig  had  90  slave*  on 
board,  who  were  landed  on  that  coast. 

343.  344.  A schooner  and  sloop,  taken  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  by  the  Yankee  privateer,  and  released, 
after  dispossessing  them  o It  four  hujudved  a7?dffty-ti?3 
ounces  of  gold  duet. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

O U> 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  February  4 — The  house  having  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  tlie  whole,  was  employed, 
in  discussing  tlie  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations  respecting  seamen. 

Friday , February  c. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Jli ‘ICim, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  in  the  expediency  of  rell%- 
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quishing*,  in  favor  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 
public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  a greater! 
portion  of  the  value  of  prizes,  than  tiiey  are  now  by  j 
law  entitled  to.  And  also  to  enquire  into  the  expe-j 
diency  of  providing  further  encouragement  to  equip- 
ping and  emplo3'iug  private  armed  vessels  of  war  I 
against  the  ships  and  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and' 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 


taken  in  striking  out  the  remainder  of  the  section 
and  carried — yeas  84,  nays  37. 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  offered  an  amendment  to  the  first 
section,  which  goes  to  the  exclusion,  of  foreigners, 
natives  of  the  British  kingdoms,  during  the  -war. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  10. — A letter  was  received  from 
the  secretary  at  war  inclosing  a list  of  contracts  for 
furnishing  rations,  &,c. 

After  spending  a little  time  on  Mr.  Pitkin’s  pro- 
position, without  a decision  a convention  with  the 


®n  the  bill  respecting  seamen,  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  Desha  spoke  against  the  bill ; and  Messrs. 
King , Rhea  and  Pickens  in  favor  of  it. 

Saturday , February  6. — Mr.  Cheves  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  in  pursuance  of  the  in- 
structions of  the  house,  reported  a bill  to  remit  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  in  certain  goods,  wares 
and  merchandize,  captured  by  the  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States — Twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Bassett , from  the  naval  committee,  reported 
a bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  increasing  the 
.navy  of  the  United  States. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  buildingof  six 
sloops  of  war,  and  four  others  for  the  lake  service, 
and  to  put  out  of  commission,  after  the  completion 
of  these  vessels,  such  of  the  gun-boats,  as  the  public 
service  may  not  require.] 

The  bili  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Exclusion  of  foreign  seamen. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
segulating  the  employment  of  foreign  seamen  in  the 
armed  vessels  and  in  the  me  reliant  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Jlidgely  made  a speech  of  some  length  ex- 
plaining' his  ideas  on  this  subject,  and  concluded 
with  moving  an  amendment,  the  object  of  which 
was,  to  provide  that  no  person  not  a native  should 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
until  the  period  of  probation  of  five  yekrs,  required 
by  our  laws,  should  have  been  completed. 

Mr.  Bibb  having  remarked  that  this  amendment 
only  went  to  explain  a provision  of  the  bill  not  now 
perhaps  sufficiently  clear — 

It  was  adopted  without  a division. 

The  most  important  amendment  made  to  the  bill, 
was  the  agreement  of  the  committee  to  a motion 
Tnade  by  Mr.  Robertson , to  strike  out  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  our  readers  will  recollect  pro- 
vides that  the  bill  shall  not  have  effect  except  as  to 
the  seamen  of  such  nation  as  shall  have  made  recipro- 
cal arrangements  as  to  the  seamen,  of  the  United 
States. 

About  4 o’clock,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
tiie  bill ; and 

The  house  forthwith  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  8. — After  some  business  of  but  lit- 
tle importance  was  disposed,  the  house  received  a 
confidential  message  from  the  senate,  and  the  doors 
were  closed.  When  the  doors  were  opened  a reso- 
lution was  received  from  the  senate  for  appointing  a 
joint  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  a mode  of 
examining  the  votes  for  president  and  vice-president 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  notifying*  the  persons 
elected  of  their  election. 

The  said  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  this 
house  ; and  the  house  then  adjourned! 

Tuesday,  Feb.  9. — After  other  business,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  relating  to  seamen  was  resum- 
ed. A motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  clause 
of  the  8th  section,  from  the  beginningof  the  same 
to  the  words  “United  States,”  (see  page  362)  and 
negatived,  56  yens,  69  nays.  The  question  was  then 


senate  was  formed  to  count  the  votes  for  a president 
and  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  for  4 years 
from  the  4th  of  March  next,  when  it  appeared  that 
James  Madison  had  128  votes  and  De  Wit  Clinton  89 
votes  for  president — majority  39  ; and  Mr.  Gemy 
had  131  votes,  and  Mr.  Ingersol  86  votes  for  vice- 
president — majority  45.  And  the  president  of  the 
senate  proclaimed  accordingly. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

We  havt;  the  2‘9th  bulletin  of  grand  [French]  army,  dated  at 
Moldesehenow  (about  25  leagues  from  Wilna)  Dec.  3.  It  details  at 
great  length,  the  operations  of  the  troops  in  returning  from  Rus- 
sia, into  winter  quarters,  as  they  have  it.  Indeed  it  was  apparently 
impossible  to  sustain  so  great  an  army  the  present  season  in  suchari 
inhospitable  climate  as  that  of  Russia,  the  country  being  ruined  and 
destroyed,  as  it  was,  by  the.  Russians  themselves.  Bonaparte's  re- 
treat, all  things  considered,  if  the  various  accounts  of  his  difficulties 
are  to  be  credited,  is  as  much  to  his  honor,  as  a military  man.  as 
any  other  thing  he  ever  accomplished.  The  bulletin  plainly  points 
out  some  of  tliose-difficulties  ; as,  for  instance,  it  admits  they  lost 
30,000  horses  by  the  cold  ; assisted,  no  doubt,  by  the  want  of  forage. 
The  cavalry  was  so  completely  dismounted  that  the  officers  could 
scarcely  form  four  companies,  of  150  men  cacti,  in  which  generals 
did  thedutiesof  captains,  and  the  colonels  those  of  sub-officer#.— 
Hence,  it  must  necessarily  be  supposed  that  the  loss  of  artillery, 
baggage,  8ce.  was  immense,  and  that  the  distresses  of  the  wounded 
were  dreadfully  severe.  The  army  was  constantly  liarrassed  by  the 
Russian  forces,  chiefly  by  ambuscades  of  Cossacks,  who  picked  up 
many  stragglers  andkept  the  whole  line  in  perpetual  alarm  ana 
anxiety.  The  loss  of  mm  during  the  campaign  is  not  stated,  but 
it  must  have  been  very  great.  It  would  appear  that  the  remainder 
of  the  army  was  safe  ; and,  by  the  liberal  supplies  received,  enabled 
to  act  on  the  offensive,  if  need  should  so  require.  Large  supplies 
of  provisions  and  stores  reached  it  from  Wilna,  20,000  horses  were 
collected— the  artillery  had  repaired  its  losses,  and  all  things  were 
resuming  their  customary  aspect^ 

The  French  papers  say  that  the  plan  of  the  Russians  to  prevent 
the  army  from  reaching  its  winter  quarters  was  profoundly  con- 
ceived ; ’and  attribute  its  defeat  to  the  superior  genius  of  the  empe- 
ror only. 

It  appears  that  some  of  the  attacks  of  the  Russians  were  of  the 
most  furious  nature.  Their  success  was  various  ; but  every  attack 
had  a common  effect  in  adding  to  the  distresses  of  the  French.  The 
whole  country  round  Moscow,  and  for  many  leagues  adjacent  to 
the  inarch  of  the  army,  is  now  a desert ; everything  that  could  possi- 
bly administer  to  the  comfort  of  the  French  being  destroyed  by'  the 
Russian  forces,  at  an  immense  sacrifice  of  lives  and  properly  of  their 
own  people.  A Pains  paper  says,  that  120,000  men  to  reinforce 
the  grand  army,  had  reached  the  Nieman  ; and  very  naturally  en- 
quires, if  in  the  desert  country  the  Russians  will  be  able  to  sustain 
themselves, with  a .view  ofaetiiig  against  the  French  in  wdnter  quar- 
ters. 

As  usual,  the  British  printers  have  killed  Bonaparte  several  times 
during  this  campaign— but  the  bulletin  represents  him  as  being  in 
full  health  ; it  is  the  latest  accounts  we  have  of  him.  Great  pre- 
parations for  the-  spring  campaign  had  already  commenced.  And 
we  fear  that  Alexander,  tlie  only  prince  in  Europe  that  we  have  the 
least  regard  for,  totters  on  his  throne,  through  his  alliance  with  our 
enemy. 

Later— "We  have  Paris  dates  to  the  20th  Dec.  The  emperor  re- 
turned to  that  city  on  the  18th,  and  was  received  with  the  thunder 
of  cannon,  and  great  demonstrationsof  joy.  It  also  would  appear 
that  the  army  was  in  a good  condition  at  WHna,  with  an  abundance 
of  fi'Hotts  of  supplies. 

Perpetual  motion.— Charles  Redheffer  requests  the  public  to  sus- 
pend their  opinion  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  examine  his  machine,  as  he  is  pre- 
paring a publication  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  pledges  himself  to 
prove,  from  incontestable  facts,  that  his  machine  is  no  imposition 
nor  himself  an  impostor,  as  they  have  taken  upon  themselves  to  prt> 
nounce  him, 

Rufus  King,  esq.  has  been  appointed  a senator  of  the  United 
States  for  six  years,  in  the  place  of  John  Smith,  esq.  whose  period 
of  service  expires  on  the  4th  of  March  next.  The  votes  were — 
for  Mr.  King.  68— and  for  Mr.  Wilkins  (rep.)  61 — blank  ballots, 

Joi/fid  intelligence.  We  learn  that  the  flame  of  liberty  has  been 
rekindled  in  the  provinces  of  Caracas , and  trust  in  heaven  the  re 
public  of  Venezuela  may  yet  be  established.  The  patriots  are  in 
great  force  in  tlie  neighborhood  of  St.  Martha , from  whence  25 
vessels  had  sailed  with  the  flying  royalists. 

It  is  understood  the  report  oftlie  joint  committee  of  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts  in  favor  of  building  a ship  of  the  line,  wifi  net 
prevail  in  the  house  of  representatives.. 
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JLec  olim  meminisse  juvabit. — Virgil. 
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George  Washington 
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TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  TfcF.  UNITED  STATES,  ANNOUNCING 

HIS  INTENTION  OF  RETIRING  FROM  PUDLIC  SERVICE.* 

Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens , 

The  period  for  a new  election  of  a citizen  to 
administer  the  executive  government  of  the  United 
States,  being  not  far  distant,  and  the  time  actually 
arrived,  when  your  thoughts  must  be  employed  in 
designating  the  person  who  is  to  be  clothed  with 
that  important  trust,  it  appears  to  me  proper,  espe- 
cially as  it  may  conduce  to  a more  distinct  expres- 
sion of  the  public  voice,  that  I should  now  apprise 
you  of  the  resolution  T have  formed,  to  decline  being 
considered  among  the  number  of  those  out  of  whom 
a choice  is  to  be  made. 

I beg' you  at  the  same  time  to  do  me  the  justice 
to  be  assured,  that  the  resolution  has  not  been  taken 
without  a strict  regard  to  all  the  considerations 
appertaining  to  the  relation,  which  binds  a dutiful 
citizen  to  his  country;  and  that,  in  withdrawing 
the  tender  of  service  which  silence  in  my  situation 
might  imply,  I am  influenced  by  no  diminution  of 
zeal  for  your  future  interest ; no  deficiency  of  grate- 
ful respect  for  your  past  kindness  : but  am  support- 
ed by  a full  conviction  that  the  step  is  compatible 
with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continuance  hitherto  in 
the  office  which  your  suffrages  have  twice  called 
me,  have  been  an  uniform  sacrifioe  of  inclination  to 
the  opinion  of  duty,  and  to  a deference  for  wluit  ap- 
peared to  be  your  desire.  I constantly  hoped,  that 
it  would  have  been  much  earlier  in  my  power,  con- 
sistently with  motives  which  I was  not  at  liberty  to 
disregard,  to  return  to  that  retirement  from  which 
I had  been  reluctantly  drawn.  The  strength  of  my 
inclination  to  do  this,  previous  to  the  last  election, 
had  even  led  to  the  preparation  of  an  address  to  de- 
clare it  to  you  ; but  mature  reflection  on  the  then 
perplexed  and  critical  posture  of  our  affairs  with 
foreign  nations,  and  the  unanimous  advice  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  my  confidence,  impelled  me  to  aban- 
don the  idea.  

* The  precepts  of  Washington,  in  his  farewel 
address  to  the  American  people,  will  always  claim 
unqualified  attention  ; but  in  these  times  of  diffi- 
culty should  be  listened  to  with  peculiar  reverence. 
His  sagacity  foresaw  that  our  “external  and  internal 
enemies”  would  attempt,  to  weaken  the  ligaments 
of  the  constitution  ; he  beheld,  in  prospective, 
the  very  things  that  are  now  passing  in  our  country 
to  excite  jealousies,  to  paralise  the  hands  of  the 
government,  and  effect  the  infernal  object  of  a se- 
vt?ration  of  the  states — and  he  cautioned  us  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  to  “frown  indignantly  upon 
the  first  dawnings”  of  such  designs.  Little  did  he 
think  that  his  name  would  become  a cloak  for  the 
very  doctrines  he  so  much  abhorred. 

The  present  period  is  peculiarly  happy  for  the  in- 
troduction of  this  inestimable  paper-  A season  of 
grateful  recollection,  the  anniversary  of  his  birth- 
day, is  at  hand  (Feb.  22)— -and  in  honor  thereof,  and 
as  well  for  the  real  value  of  the  address,  as  to  shew 
the  base  hypocricyof  too  many 'that  pretend  to  fove 
His  precepts,  we  now  insert  I1 
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I rejoice  that  the  state  of  your  concerns,  extermt! 
as  well  as  internal,  no  longer  renders  the  pursuit  of 
inclination  incompatible  with  the  sentiment  of  dutv* 
or  propriety  ; anil  am  persuaded  whatever  partiality 
may  be  retained  for  my  services,  that  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  our  coutit.iv,  you  will  not  disap- 
prove my  determination  to  retire. 

The  impressions  with  which  I first  Undertook  thu 
arduous  trust,  were  explained  on  the  proper  occa* 
sion.  In  the  discharge  of  this  trust,  I will  only  say, 
that  I have  with  good  intentions,  contributed  to- 
wards the  organization  and  administration  of  the 
government,  tlie  best  exertions  of  which  a very 
fallible  judgment  was  capable.  Not  unconscious* 
in  the  outset,  of  the  inferiority  of  my  qualifications, 
experience  in  my  own  eyes,  perhaps  still  more  in  the 
eyes  of  others,  has  strengthened  the  motives  to 
diffidence  of  myself : and  every  day  the  increasing 
weight  of  years  admonishes  me  more  and  more,  that 
the  shade  of  retirement  is  as  necessary  to  me  as  it 
will  be  welcome.  Satisfied  that  if  any  circumstance# 
have  given  peculiar  value  to  my  services,  they  were 
temporary,  I have  the  consolation  to  believe,  that 
while  choice  and  prudence  invite  me  to  quit  the 
political  scene,  patriotism  does  not  forbid  it. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment,  which  is  intend* 
ed  to  terminate  the  career  of  my  public  life,  my 
feelings  do  not  permit  me  to  suspend  the  deep  ac- 
knowledgment of  that  debt  of  gratitude  which  X 
owe  to  my  country,  for  the  many  honors  it  has  con- 
ferred upon  me ; still  more  for  the  steadfast  confi- 
dence with  which  it  has  supported  me  ; and  for  the 
opportunities  I have  thence  enjoyed  of  manifesting 
my  inviolable  attachment,  by  services  faithful  and 
persevering,  though  in  usefulness  unequal  to  my 
zeal.  If  benefits  have  resulted  to  our  country  from 
these  services,  let  it  always  be  remembered  to  your 
praise,  as  an  instructive  example  in  our  annals,  that 
under  circumstances  in  which  the  passions,  agitated 
in  every  direction,  were  liable  to  mislead,  amidst 
appearances  sometimes  dubious — vicissitudes  of  for? 
tune  often  discouraging— in  situations  in  which  not 
unfrequently  want  of  success  has  countenanced  the 
spirit  of  criticism — the  constancy  of  your  support 
was  the  essential  prop  of  the  efforts,  and  a guaran- 
tee of  the  plans  by  which  they  were  effected.  Pro- 
foundly penetrated  with  this  idea,  I shall  carry  it  tp 
my  grave,  as  a strong  incitement  to  unceasing  vows 
that  Heaven  may  continue  to  you  the  choicest  tokens 
of  its  beneficence,  that  your  union  and  brotherly- 
affection  may  be  perpetual — that  the  free  constitu- 
tion, which  is  the  work  of  your  hands,  may  be  sa- 
credly maintained3^— that  its  administration  in  every 
department,  may  be  siampt  with  wisdom  and  virtue 
— that,  in  fine,  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  these 
states,  under  the  auspices  of  liberty,  may  be  made 
complete,  by  so  careful  a preservation,  and  so  pru- 
dant  a use  of  this  blessing  as  will  acquire  to  them 
the  glory  of  recommending  it  to  the  applause,  the 
affection  and  adoption  of  every  nation  which  is  yet 
a stranger  to  it. 

Here,  perhaps,  I ought  to  stop.  But  a solicitude 
for  your  welfare,  which  cannot  end  but  with  my 
life,  and  the  apprehension  of  danger,  natural  to  that 
’solicitude,  urge  mi?  cn  jcn  the  preset, 
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to  offer  to  your  solemn  contemplation,  and  to  recom- 
mend to  your  frequent  review,  some  sentiments 
xvhich  are  the  result  of  much  reflection,  and  of  no 
inconsiderable  observation,  and  which  appear  to  me 
^11  -important  to  tie  permanency  of  your  felicity  as 
a people.  These  will  be  offered  to  you  with  the 
more  freedom,  as  you  can  only  see  in  them  the  dis- 
interested warnings  of  a parting  friend,  who  can 
possibly  have  no  personal  motive  to  bias  his  coun- 
sel. Nor  can  I forget,  as  an  encouragement  to  it, 
your  indulgent  reception  of  my  sentiments  on  a 
former  and  not  dissimilar  occasion. 

Interwoven  as  is  the  love  of  liberty  with  every 
ligament  of  your  heai'ts,  no  recommendation  of 
mine  is  necessary  to  fortify  or  confirm  the  attach- 
ment. 

The  unity  of  government,  which  constitutes  you 
one  people,  is  also  now  dear  to  you.  It  is  justly  so  ; 
for  it  is  a main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  your  real  in- 
dependence, the  support  of  your  tranquility  at 
home,  your  peace  abroad  ; of  your  safety  ; of  your 
prosperity  ; of  that  very  liberty  which  you  so  highly 
prize.  But  as  it  is  easy  to  foresee,  that  from  differ- 
ent causes  and  different  quarters  much  pains  will 
fete  taken,  many  artifices  employed  to  weaken  in  your 
minds  the  conviction  of  this  truth ; as  this  is  the 
point  in  your  political  fortress  against  which  the  bat- 
teries of  internal  and  external  enemies  will  be  most 
constantly,  {though  often  covertly  and  insidiously) 
directed,  it  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should 
properly  estimate  the  immense  value  of  your  nation- 
al union  to  your  collective  and  individual  happiness  ; 
that  you  should  cherish  a cordial,  habitual  and  im- 
moveable attachment  to  it;  accustoming  yourselves 
to  think  and  speak  of  it  as  the  Palladium  of  your 
political  safety  and  prosperity  ; watching  for  its  pre- 
servation with  jealous  anxiety  ; discountenancing 
whatever  may  suggest  even  a suspicion  that  it  can 
in  any  event  be  abandoned  ; and  indignantly  frown- 
ing upon  the  first  dawning  of  every  attempt  to  alien- 
ate any  portion  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to 
enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now  link  together  the 
Various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  sympathy 
and  interest.  Citizens  by  birth  or  choice,  of  a com- 
mon country,  that  country  has  a right  to  concentrate 
your  affections.  The  name  of  American,  which  be- 
longs to  you,  in  your  national  capacity,  must  always 
exalt  the  just  pride  of  patriotism,  more  than  any 
appellation  derived  from  local  discrimination.  With 
slight  shades  of  difference,  you  have  the  same  reli- 
gion, manners,  habits  and  political  principles.  You 
have  in  a common  cause  fought  and  triumphed  toge- 
ther ; the  independence  and  liberty  you  possess  are 
the  work  of  joint  councils,  and  joint  efforts,  of  com- 
mon dangers*  sufferings  and  successes. 

But  these  considerations,  however  powerfully  they 
address  themselves  to  your  sensibility,  are  greatly 
outweighed  by  those  which  apply  more  immediately 
to  your  interest.  Here  every  portion  of  our  country 
finds  the  most  commanding,  motive  for  carefullv 
guarding  and  preserving  tine  union  of.  the  whole. 

.The  No-rth , in  an  unrestrained  intercourse  with 
the  South,  protected  bv  the  equal  laws  of  a com- 
mon government,  finds  in  the  productions  of  the  lat- 
ter, great  additional  resources  of  maritime  and  com- 
mercial enterprize  and  precious  materials  of  manu- 
facturing industry.  The  South,  in  the  same  inter- 
course, benefiting  by  the  agency  of  the  North,  sees 
its  agriculture  grow  and  its  commerce  expand. — 
Turning  partly  into  its  own  channels  the  seamen  of 
the  North,  it  finds  its  particular  navigation  invigo- 
rated : and  while  it  contributes  in  different  wavs  to 
^efurish  arid  increase  the  genera}  fijsss  of  the  nation- 


al navigation,  it  looks  forward  to  the  protection  of  i 
maritime  strength,  to  which  itself  is  unequally  adapt- 
ed. The  East,  in  a like  intercourse  with  the  West, 
already  finds,  and  in  the  progressive  improvement 
of  interior  communications  by  land  and  water,  will 
more  and  more  find  a valuable  vent  for  the  commodi- 
ties which  it  brings  from  abroad  or  manufactures  at 
home.  The  West  derives  from  the  East  supplies 
requisite  to  its  growth  and  comfort — and  what  is 
perhaps  of  still  greater  consequence,  it  must  of  ne- 
cessity owe  the  secure  enjoyment  of  indispensible 
outlets  for  its  own  productions  to  the  weight,  influ- 
ence, and  the  future  maritime  strength  of  the  At- 
lantic side  of  the  union,  directed  by  an  indissoluble 
community  of  interest  as  one  nation.  Any  other 
tenure  by  which  the  West  can  hold  this. essential  ad- 
vantage, whether  derived  from  its  own  separate 
strength,  or  from  an  apostate  and  unnatural  connec- 
tion with  any  foreign  power,  must  be  intrinsically 
precarious. 

While  then  every  part  of  our  country  thus  feels 
an  immediate  and  particular  interest  in  union,  all 
the  parts  combined  cannot  fail  to  find  in  the  united 
mass  of  means  and  efforts  greater  strength,  greater 
resource,  proportionally  greater  security  from  ex  - 
ternal danger,  a less  frequent  interruption  of  their 
peace  by  foreign  nations  ; and  what  is  of  inestima- 
ble value ! they  must  derive  from  union  an  exemp- 
tion from  those  broils  and  wars  between  then,  selves, 
which  so  frequently  afflict  neighbouring  countries, 
not  tied  together  by  the  same  government ; w hich 
their  own  rivalships  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  pro  - 
duce, but  which  opposite  foreign  alliance,  attach- 
ments, and  intrigues,  would  stimulate  and  embitter. 
Hence  likewise  they  will  avoid  the  necessity. of  those 
overgrown  military  establishments,  which  under  any 
form  of  government  are  inauspicious  to  liberty,  and 
which  are  to  he  regarded  as  particularly  hostile  to 
republican  liberty : In  this  sense  it  is,  that  your 
union  ought  to  he  considered  as  a main  prop  of  your 
liberty,  and  tb^,t  the  love  of  the  one  ought  to  endear 
to  you  the  preservation  of  the  other. 

These  considerations  speak  a persuasive  language 
to  every  reflecting  and  virtuous  mind,  and  exhibit 
the  continuance  of  the  union  as  a primary  object  of 
a patriotic  desire.  Is  there  a doubt,  whether  a com- 
mon government  can  embrace  so  large  h sphere  ? — 
Let  experience  solve  it.  To  listen  to  mere  specula- 
tion in  such  a case  were  criminal.  We  are  autho- 
rised to  hope  that  a proper  organization  of  the  whole* 
with  the  auxiliary  agency  of  governments  for  the 
respective  subdivisions,  will  afford  a happy  issue  to 
the  experiment.  ’Tis  well  worth  a fair  and  full  ex- 
periment. Witli  such  powerful  and  obvious  motives 
to  union,  affecting  all  parts  of  our  country,  while 
experience  shall  not  have  demonstrated  its  imprac- 
ticability, there  will  always  be  reason  to  distrust  the 
patriotism  of  those,  who  in  any  quarter  may  endea- 
vor to  weaker  its  bands. 

In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  disturb 
our  union,  it  occurs  gs  matter  of  serious  concern* 
that  any  ground  should  have  been  furnished  for  cha- 
racterising parties  by  geographical  discriminations 
— - Northern  and  Southern — Atlantic  and  Western,' 
whence  designing'  men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a be- 
lief" that  there  is'  a real  difference  of  local  interests 
and  viewrs.  One  of  the  expedients  of  party  to  acquire 
influence,  within  particular  districts,  is  to  misrepre- 
sent the  opinions  and  aims  of  other  districts.  You 
cannot  shield  yourselves  too  much  against  the  jea- 
lousies and  heart-burnings  which  spring  from  these 
misrepresentations  ; they  tend  to  render  alien  to 
each  other  those  who  ought  to  be  bound  together  by 
fraternal  affection.  The  inhabitants  of  our  western 
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country  have  lately  had  a useful  lesson  on  this  head: 
they  have  seen,  in  the  negociation  by  the  executive, 
and  in  the  unanimous  ratification  by  the  senate,  of 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  the  universal  satisfac- 
tion at  that  event,  throughout  the  United  States,  a 
decisive  proof  how  unfounded  were  the  suspicions 
propagated  among  them  of  the  policy  in  the  general 
government  and  in  the  Atlantic  states  unfriendly  to 
their  interests  in  regard  to  the  Mississippi : they 
have  been  witnesses  to  the  formation  of  two  treaties, 
that  with  Great  Britain  and  that  with  Spain,  which 
Secure  to  them  every  thing  they  could  desire,  in  re- 
spect to  our  foreig-n  relations,  towards  confirming 
their  prosperity.  Will  it  not  be  their  wisdom  to  re- 
ly for  the  preservation  of  these  advantages  on  the 
union,  by  which  they  were  procured  ? Will  they  not 
henceforth  be  deaf  (o  those  advisers,  if  such  there 
are,  who  would  sever  them  from  their  brethren  and 
connect  them  with  aliens  ? 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  your  union,  a 
government  for  the  whole  is  indispensable.  No  al- 
liances, however  strict,  between  the  parts  can  be  an 
adequate  substitute ; they  must  inevitably  experi- 
ence the  infractions  and  interruptions  which  all  alli- 
ances in  all  times  have  experienced.  Sensible  of  this 
momentous  truth,  you  have  improved  upon  your 
first  essay,  by  the  adoption  of  a constitution  of  go- 
vernment better  calculated  than  your  former  for  an 
intimate  union,  and  for  the  efficacious  management 
of  your  common  concerns.  This  government,  the 
offspring  of  your  own  choice,  uninfluenced  and  un- 
awed, adopted  upon  full  investigation  and  mature 
deliberation,  completely  free  in  its  principles,  in  the 
distribution  of  its  powers,  uniting  security  with 
energy,  and  containing  within  itself  a.  provision  for 
its  own  amendment,  has  a just  claim  to  your  confi- 
dence and  your  support.  Respect  for  its  authority, 
compliance  with  its  laws,  acquiescence  in  its  mea- 
sures, are  duties  enjoined  by  the  fundamental  max- 
ims of  true  liberty.  The  basis  of  our  political  sys- 
tems is  the  right  of  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter 
their  constitutions  of  government — But  the  consti- 
tution which  at  any  time  exists,  ’till  changed  by  sn 
explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people,  is  sa- 
credly obligatory  upon  all.  The  very  idea  of  the 
power  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  establish  go- 
vernment, presupposes  the  duty  of  every  individual 
to  obey  the  established  government. 

All  obstructions  to  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
all  combinations  and  associations,  under  whatever 
plausible  character,  with  real  design  to  direct,  con- 
trol, counteract,  or  awe  the  regular  deliberation 
and  action  of  the  constituted  authorities,  are  de- 
structive of  this  fundamental  principle,  and  of  fatal 
tendency.  They  serve  to  organize  faction,  to  give 
it  an  artificial  and  extraordinary  force — to  put  in  the 
place  of  the  delegated  will  of  the  nation,  the  will  of 
a party,  often  a small,  but  artful  and  enterprising 
minority  of  the  community ; and,  according  to  the 
alternate  triumphs  of  different  parties,  to  make  the 
public  administration  the  mirror  of  the  ill-concerted 
and  incongruous  projects  of  faction,  rather  than  the 
organ  ef  consistent  and  wholesome  plans  digested 
by  common  councils,  and  modified  by  mutual  inte- 
rests. 

However  combinations  or  associations  of  the  above 
description  may  now  and  then  answer  popular  ends, 
they  are  likely,  in  the  course  of  time  and  tilings,  to 
become  potent  engines,  by  which  cunning,  ambitious 
and  unprincipled  men  will  be  enabled  to  subvert  the 
power  of  the  people,  and  to  usurp  for  themselves 
the  reins  of  government ; destroying  afterwards  the 
very  engines  which  have  lifted  them  to  unjust  do- 
minion. 


Towards  the  preservation  of  your  government* 
and  the  permanency  of  your  present  happy  state,  it 
is  requisite,  not  only  that  you  steadily  discounte- 
nance irregular  oppositions  to  its  acknowledged  au- 
thority, but  also  that  you  resist  with  care  the  spirit 
of  innovation  upon  its  principles,  however  specious 
the  pretext.  One  method  of  assault  may  be  to  ef- 
fect in  the  forms  of  the  Constitution, "alterations 
wffiich  will  impair  the  energy  of  the  system,  and 
thus  to  undermine  what  cannot  be  directly  over- 
thrown. In  all  the  changes  to  which  you  may  be  in- 
vited, remember  that  time  and  habit  are  at  least  as 
necessary  to  fix  the  true  character  of  governments, 
as  of  other  human  institutions — that  experience  is 
the  surest  standard,  by  which  to  test  the  real  ten? 
dency  of  the  existing  constitution  of  a country— 
that  facility  in  changes  upon  the  credit  of  mere  hy- 
pothesis and  opinion,  exposes  to  perpetual  change, 
from  the  endless  variety  of  hypothesis  and  opinion; 
and  remember,  especially,  that  for  the  efficient  ma- 
nagement of  your  common  interest,  in  a country  so 
extensive  as  ours,  a government  of  as  much  vigor  as 
is  consistent  with  the  perfect  security  of  liberty,  is 
indispensable.  Liberty  itself  will  find  in  such  a go- 
vernment, with  powers  properly  distributed  and 
adjusted,  its  surest  guardian.  It  is  indeed  little 
else  than  a name,  where  the  government  is  too  fee- 
ble to  withstand  the  enterprises  of  faction,  to  confine 
each  member  of  the  society  within  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws,  and  to  maintain  all  in  the  se- 
cure and  tranquil  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  person 
and  property. 

I have  already  intimated  to  you,  the  danger  of 
parties  in  the  state,  with  particular  reference  to 
the  founding  of  them  on  geographical  discrimina- 
tions. Let  me  now  take  a more  comprehensive  view, 
and  warn  you  in  the  most  solemn  manner  against 
the  baneful  effects  of  the  spirit  of  party  generally. 

This  spirit,  unfortunately,  is  inseparable  from  our 
nature,  having  its  root  in  the  strongest  passions  of 
the  human  mind.  It  exists  under  different  shapes  in 
all  governments,  more  or  less  stifled,  controuled,  or 
repressed ; but  in  those  of  the  popular  form,  it  is 
seen  in  its' greatest  rankness,  and  is  truly  their  worst 
enemy. 

The  alternate  domination  of  one  faction  over  ano- 
ther, sharpened  by  the  spirit  of  revenge,  natural  to 
party  dissention,  which  in  different  ages  and  coun- 
tries lias  perpetrated  the  most  horrid  enormities,  is 
itself  a frightful  despotism.  The  disorders  and  mi- 
series which  result,  gradually  incline  the  minds  of 
men  to  seek  security  and  repose  in  the  absolute 
power  of  an  individual ; and  sooner  or  later  the 
chief  of  some  prevailing  faction,  more  able  or  more 
fortunate  than  his  competitors,  turns  this  disposition 
to  the  purposes  of  his  own  elevation,  on  the  ruins  of 
public  liberty. 

Without  looking  forward  to  an  extremity  of  this 
kind  (which  nevertheless  ought  not  to  be  kept  en- 
tirely out  of  sight)  the  common  and  continual  mis- 
chiefs of  the  spirit  of  party  are  sufficient  to  make  it 
the  interest  and  duty  of  a wise  people  to  discou- 
rage and  restrain  it. 

It  serves  always  to  distract  the  public  councils 
and  enfeeble  the  public  administration.  It  agitates 
the  community  with  ill  founded  jealousies  and  false 
alarms;  kindles  the  animosity  of  one  part  against 
another;  foments,  occasionally,  riot  and  insurrec- 
tion. It  opens  the  door  to  foreign  influence  and 
corruption,  which  find  a facilitated  access  to  the  go- 
vernment itself  through  the  channels;  of  party  pas^ 
sions.  Thus  the  policy  and  the  wiU  ofon©  country 
are  subjected  to  the  policy  of  another. 

(to,  be  coxTmuEX*,) 
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Legislature  of  Maryland. 

House  of  Delegates — Thursday,  Dec.  31. 
(concluded  from  page  354.) 

Tfc  following  is  an  outiinr  of  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  ge- 
neral Stansbury,  which  took  place  in  the  house  of  delegates,  on 
the  31  sf  Dereniher  and  1st  January. 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  report,  Mr.  Donaldson  moved  to 
strike  out  that  part  which  charged  the  general  with  conniving  at, 
and  countenancing  the  attrocitics  at  the  .jail  on  the  night  of  the 
23th  July.  He  premised  with  observing  that,  never  was  so 
serious  a charge  founded  on  such  slight  testimony  ; that  loose  ex- 

S cessions,  confined  principally  to  those  to  whom  they  were  imme* 
iafely  addressed,  and  who  were  gentlemen  of  the  general’s  ac- 
quaintance, which  related  not  to  the  forcing  of  the.jail,  hut  to  the 
enormity  of  the  conduct  of  those,  who  he  alleged  had  garrisoned 
the  house  in  Charles  street,  and  the  punishment  they  merited, 
xt'hile  in  possession  of  that  house  ; that  conversations  with  differ- 
ent persons  to  the  same  effect,  long  subsequent  to  the  same  trans- 
action. were  utterly  insufficient  to  ground  the  inference  of  guilt.— 
That  any  such  inference  was  completely  defeated,  by  the  plain 
and  irrresistable  testimony  of  colonel  John  H.  Sehucht,  w ho,  it 
appears,  was  his  inseparable  companion  during  the  whole  even-j 
ing,  who  deposed  to  the  general’s  having  repeatedly  endeavored  to 
dissuade  the  mob  from  breaking  the  jail;  that  he  was  on  horse- 
back with  the  witness  at  a considerable  distance  from  the.jail,  when 
the  mob  forced  their  Way  in ; that  after  the  act  had  been  perpe- 
trated, the  general  was  .solicitous  to  interfere,  to  save  Thompson 
iu>d  others  from  the  rage  of  the  populace ; that  the  only  in- 
stant of  time  he  was  near  the  jail  after  the  catastrophe,  was  when 
he  [Schucht]  having  prevailed  on  the  'general  to  hold  his  horse, 
until  he  went  near  the  steps  of  the  jail,  and  having  returned  and 
told  the  general,  he  liad  beheld  a sight  that  had  filled  him 
with  horror,  he  was  requested  in  turn  to  hold  the  general’s 
horse,  until  he  dismounted  and  went  to  the  spot  ; that  he,  together 
with  captain  Joel  Green  of  Baltimore  county,  (now  unfortunately 
f or  the  general,  lying  at  the  point  of  death)  accordingly  went  to 
the  jail  steps  and  was  absent  about  a minute,  that  when  he  return, 
ed  with  Green  lie.  told  Sebuhct,  “that  he  had  seen  an  old  man, 
he  believed  general  Lee,  sitting  on  the  jail  steps,  and  a man  about 
to  strike  him  on  the  head,  and  that  he  had  interfered  and  prevent- 
ed him,  and  that  he  believed  by  so  doing  he  had  saved  that  man's 
life ; that  they  then  rode  off  together,  and  soon  after  proceeded  to 
the  country  together ; that  general  Stansbury  had  never  been  in 
the  jail  the  whole  evening;  that  he  was  never  more  distant  from 
him  the  whole  evening,  than  two  steps  with  this  exception  ; and 
that  lie  never  expressed  himself  to  the  mob  except  to  say,  “for 
shame  men,  do  not  break  the.jail,”  which  lie  often  repeated.— 
That  he  had  expressed  the  greatest  sympathy  for  the  sufferers, 
particularly  for  that  portion  of  them  that  had  families.  That  he 
was  with  major  Mitchell,  when  that  gentleman  adventured  into 
the  crowd  to  save  Thompson— That  he  heard  the  conversation 
between  Merryman,  the  sheriff,  and  the  general,  and  that  no  such 
words  were  used  by  him  in  his  hearing,  as  to  their  being  a set  of 
tory  rascals,  who  deserved  to  have  the  house  in  Charles  street 
blown  down  over  their  heads,  to  which  Merryman  had  deposed. 
Upon  the  evidence  of  Schucht,  Mr.  Donaldson  remarked  that  it 
was  perfectly  reconcilable  with  the  statement  given  by  Worden 
and  Dickson  of  a representation  made  to  them  some  time  after- 
wards by  general  Stansbury,  in  relation  to  his  conduct  on  that 
ni  ght,  at  liis  own  house  when  those  persons  w ere  partaking  of  the 
general’s  hospitality;  That  there  were  two  points  in  their  testi- 
mony, in  w hich  they  must  have  mistaken  his  words,  the  first  in 
relation  to  Mumma  having  held  his  horse  while,  from  Sehuclit’s 
deposition,  it  appeared  that  Mumma  was  standing  by  the  gene- 
ral’s horse  about  the  time  w hen  the.jail  was  forced  ; w hich  was  the 
reason  he  had  said  Mumma  was  innocent  of  breaking  into  the  jail ; 
and  that  it  was  easy  for  them  to  confound  the  idea  that  he  held  his 
horse  with  the  idea  that  he  was  standing  by  his  horse— the  second 
in  relation  to  his  having  said  that  he  had  gone  into  the  jail  after  it 
was  forced,  when,  from  the  fact,  as  convincingly  shewn  by 
Schucht,  he  must  have  said  that  he  had  gone  to  the.jail,  anil 
there  witnessed  the  transaction  which  he  detailed  to  them,  and 
which  was  the  same  he  had  spoken  of  to  Schucht  immediately  on 
his  return.— That  Dickson’s  testimony  in  relation  to  this  conver- 
sation with  general  Stansbury  was  honorable  to  the  general, 
w bile  Worden  in  his  statement  of  the  same  conversation  seemed 
mrposely  to  suppress  those  parts  of  it  which  reflected  credit  on 
jim.— That  at  any  rate,  from  this  conversation  it  was  impossible 
to  draw  any  rational  conclusion  of  a bad  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  general. 

Mr.  Donaldson  proceeded  to  observe,  that  it  w as  an  extraordi- 
nary circumstance  that  in  a proceeding  s^t  on  foot  by  that  house, 
w ith  the  ostensible  object  of  asserting  the  liberty  of  the  press,  so 
palpable  an  endeavor  should  be  made  to  restrain  and  punish  the 
Inter! y of  speech— That  general  Stansbury,  or  unyotlur  man,  hail 
an  unquestionable  right  to  express  an  opinion,  in  all  companies, 
and  to  whom  he  pleased,  in  relation  to  the  punishment  merited  by 
those  who  fired  on  the  people — that  it  w as  monstrous  to  catch  at 
the  loose  expressions  of  individuals;  when  a whole  community  was 
in  a ferment,  to  affect  such  individuals  w ith  a charge  of  so  deep  a 
dye  ; and  that  there  was  not  a shadow  ofproof against  him,  unless 
the  doctrine  should  he  maintained  that  general  Stansbury  had  not 
the  common  right  of  every  citizen,  to  express  his  opinions  on 
past  transactions  and  the  demerits  of  those  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  Dorsey  insisted,  that  upon  the  evidence  of  Merryman, 
Smith,  Johnson  and  Kdl,  the  member  from  Baltimore  county  was 
proved  to  have  usid  expressions  calculated  fo  encourage  the  mob 
u>  break  the.jail  and  perpetrate  the  atrocious  acts  of  the  night  of 
via  2*Ut  oi  July— that  in  parti  eater,  S&riili’s  testimony  shewed 


that  the  expressions  might  have  been  heard  by  the  roob—tha?  «_ 
was  clear  that  the  expression  of  such  opinions,  at  such  a time, 
must  have  had  the  efft  ct  of  discouraging  and  diminishing  tW 
endeavors  of  the  well  disposed  to  keep  the  turbulent  iu  order. — 
He  contended  that  the  liberty  of  speech  could  only  be  justifiably 
exercised,  where  its  assertion  would  not  tend  to  excite  the  ill-dis- 
posed to  the  commission  of  crimes,  as  was  its  inevitable  conse- 
quence on  this  occasion.  He  read  and  commented  on  the  several 
depositions, from  which  he  concluded  that  general  Stansbury  had 
countenanced  the  shocking  acts  of  the  mob.  With  respect  to 
Schucht,  lie  treated  his  testimony  with  contempt;  and  stated  that 
lie  w as  so  grossly  stupid  as  not  to  comprehend  the  plainest  ques- 
tions, and  that  if  he  w as  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house/ and 
there  examined,  it  would  be  apparent  to  every'  member  that  be 
w as  so  great  a fool  that  they  could  place  no  dependence  in  what 
he  said. 

It  is  but  justice  to  general  Stansbury  to  state  that  during  these 
trying  scenes  his  presence  of  mind,  his  fortitude  and  resolution 
never  abandoned  him  for  an  instant.  On  Mr.  Dorsey’s  conclud- 
ing, he  rose,  and  in  strong  and  manly  language  disowned  the 
foul  charges  exhibited  against  him.  Ainong  other  observations, 
lie  said,  lie  knew  that,  that  puppy  Alexande  r Hanson  was  at  the 
bottom  of  the  whole  preceding,  and  that  he  was  marked  out  as  the 
victim  of  political  persecution  at,  his  instigation.  He  spoke  of 
Hanson  as  one  who  had  been  frequently  hospitably  entertained 
under  His  roof;  who  had  professed  himself  his  warm  friend,  until, 
with  envenomed  malice,  he  became  his  most  bitter  enemy  be- 
cause he  happened  to  differ  from  him  in  politics.  In  relation  to 
the  nmrder  of  Lingan,  he  said  it  was  indeed  monstrous  to  bring 
the  charge  of  being  accessary  to  it,  who  w as  his  relation,  and  haS 
been  his  companion  and  play-fellow  at  school.  He  stated  various 
inconsistencies  in  the  evidence  of  Merrvman  ; asserted  and  vindi- 
cated the  reputation  of  Sehucht,  who  Iiadbecn,  during  the  revolu- 
tionary' war,  a member  of  the  bodyguard  of  general  Washington, 
who  was  universally  esteemed  in  Ids  neighborhood  for  integrity; 
that  being  a German  he  did  not  speak  or  understand  the  English 
language  perfectly  ; but  that  he  was  well  known  to  he  a man  of 
good  understanding,  and  of  as  much  political  honesty  as  any  man, 
not  excepting  the  member  from  Charles  (Mr.  Dorsey.)  There  was 
an  honest  indignation  in  the  manner  of  the  general,  ritat  satisfied 
every  impartial  person  present,  that  what  he  said  was  the  effusion 
of  a mind,  deeply  stung  by  the  monstrous  injustice  of  which  he 
was  the  marked  victim. 

Mr.  Kilgore  then  rose,  and  for  some  time  confined  his  remarks 
to  the  evidence  upon  which  the  report  was  founded.  He  com- 
mented on  the  language  of  the  member  from  Baltimore  comity,  as 
proved  to  have  been  Used  subsequently  to  the  transaction  at  even- 
ing—his  disposition,  on  the  night  of  the  catastrophe  at  the.jail— but 
'soon  breaking  through  all  hounds  of  order,  he  stated  that  the  house 
w as  polluted  by  the  presence  of  an  assassin  and  a murderer.— The 
speaker  called  to  order.  He  then  proceeded  to  remark,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  senate  of  Maryland,  heretofore  distinguished  for  its 
purity  and  honor,  was  contaminated  by  the  pestiferous  breath  of  the 
worthy  prototype  ill  infamy  of  the  member  from  Baltimore  coun- 
ty. Being  again  called  to  order,  he  sat  down  in  a state  of  great 
agitation  ; and  gen.  Stansbury  again  rose,  the  house  being  in  a 
state  of  profound  stillness. 

He  said,  lie  had  filled  various  situations  in  the  state,  of  distin- 
guished honor  and  confidence,  for  many  years  past  fthat  lie  had 
enjoyed  therespect  and  confidence  of  Baltimore  county,  before  that 
mail  (pointing  to  Kilgore)  had  been  known  even  in  Montgomery' 
county;  that  he  was  an  old  man,  against  whom  no  person  had  ever 
whispered  a charge  of  cruelty  before  this  day.  He  said,  that  he 
detested  mobs  almost  as  much  as  he  detested  that  man.  He  made 
several  other  pointed  personal  remarks,  and  being  called  to  order, 
concluded  by  saying,  that  the  man  who  applied  to  him  the  epithet 
of  assasin  was  a liar  and  a rascal. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  theniotion  to  strike  out,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  The  motion  was  then  accepted  ; and 

Mr.  Crabbe,  of  Montgomery  county,  immediately  moved  along 
written  order,  v ery  specially  prepared,  for  which  the  object  was 
the  commitment  of  gen.  Stansbury  to  the  goal  of  Anno  Arundle 
county,  to  stand  his  trial  as  accessary  to  the  murder  of  Lingan,  by 
the  warrant  of  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates.  To  the 
adoption  of  this  order,  the  majority  of  the  house  appeared  pledg- 
ed, in  consequence  ofthe  adoption  of  the  report.  But  when  a se- 
cond reading,  by  a special  order,  was  asked,  audit  was  generally 
supposed  that  it  would  be  adopted,  Dorsey  took  fright,  and  moved 
a committee  to  examine  precedents— a committee  was  appointed; 
and  Mr.  Crabbe’s  order  was  postponed  until  the  next  day,  although 
gen.  Stansbury  declared  himself  against  the  postponement,  and 
urged  the  house  strongly  to  proceed. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Crabbe  again  moved  his  order,  to  which  Mr. 
Lacompte  moved  air  amendment,'  that  the  attorney -general  should 
be  ordered  to  aubpeena  the  w itnesses  who  had  been  examined  be- 
fore the  committee  of grievances,  in  relation  to  gen.  Stansbury,  to 
the  next  grand  jury  of  Baltimore  county.  Mr.  Dorsey  supported 
the  amendment,  and  among  other  arguments  which  he  used,  said,, 
that  it  w as  a remark  of  an  ancient  satyrist,  that  the  world  was), 
growing  worse  every  age;  that  experience  proved  its  truth,  and 
that  he  was  unw  illing  the  precedent  should  be  now  set,  as  their 
successors  ought  to  lie  worse  than  they.  were.  He  also  observed, 
that  when  a similar  case  had  occurred  during  the  revolution,  when 
Mr.  Blanket,  Mr.  David  Stewart  and  others,  having  established 
themselves  in  the  capacity  of  a sdfereated  committee  of  safety, 
laid  ordered  out  of  Baltimore  a printer  who  had  displeased  them  ; 
allowing  him  only  a short  time  for  his  removal,  this  house  had 
adopted  the  course  now  recommended,  and  had  referred  the  nmt-i 
ter  to  the  grand  jury  for  Baltimore  county.  Gen.  Stansbury  its 
strong  terms  pointed  out  to  tliem  their  inconsistency ; told  the 
house 'they  had  passed  the  Rubicon,  and  could  not  retieat  with  hc^ 
nor— -made  a handsome  apology  to  the  chair  for  hi*  warmth  the 
pxvjcdfliiig  day,  Wing(with  an  allusion  to  his  having  *©•  long  filled 
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file  Jiair)  a ?reat  stickler  for  order,  although  he  would  not  retract  a 
word  he  had  said  in  relation  to  any  member;  which  he  wished  to 
JK  understood  as  having  deliberately  said,  and  now-  on  reflection, 
^deliberately  persisted  it*.  That  he  had  Iteen  advised  by  some  of 
Ms  friends,  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  but  had  rejected  the  advice,  as 
he  thought  it  would  be  attaching  too  much  importance  to  this 
mock  trial.  After  various  remarks,  some  of  them  of  a personal 
east,  heooncluded  by  saying,  “that  if  the  house  now  retreated  from 
the  ground  they  had  taken,  every  reflecting  man  would  say,  it  was 
through  want  of  spunk.” 

Mr.  Crabbe  then  vehemently  reproached  the  party  for  their  want 
of  spirit,  in  not  going  through  ; that  there  W’as  no  doubt  of  their 
power,  as  a majority  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  that  by  their 
determination  of  yesterday,  they  were  pledged  to  adopt  the  mea- 
sure he.  proposed.  He  talked  with  contempt  of  hall-way  men,  al- 
ways crying  policy  i policy ! that  they  were  incapable  of  being 
great  politicians,  of  a noble  daring  in  the  public  cause.  Me  repro- 
bated their  retreating  from  their  duty  as  a proof  of  epwardiee,  and 
spoke  of  Stansburj  as  one  entirely  in  their  power. 

Lecompte’s  amendment  was  adopted  by  2U  to  2tV— two  democrats 
not  voting  at  all. 

A remark  bt  the  EDITOR. — With  the  foregoing 
sketch  of  proceeding's,  first  published,  in  the  Balti- 
more Patriot  immediately  after  their  date,  we  hope 
forever  to  close  the  “mob  business”  in  this  city.  But 
as  some  parts  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
grievances  are  at  variance  with  what  we  stated  in 
our  account  of  the  “city  of  Baltimore,”  vol.  3,  page 
47,  in  regard  to  the  “uninterrupted  session  of  the 
grand  jury  and  criminal  court,”  it  becomes  us  to  say 
that  the  committee  of  the  house  of  delegates  were 
misinformed ; for  the  facts  were  not  as  they  have 
stated  them  to  be : and  the  chief  judge  of  the  crimi- 
nal court,  in  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury  of  Balti- 
more county  in  January  last,  said,  “The  majority  of 
“the  House  of  Delegates  having  thrown  a general  re- 
“proach  upon  the  conduct  of  this  court , I cannot  pass  by 
*(this  opportunity  without  making  a general  reply  ; that 
“the  assertion  is  unfounded,  inconsistent  with  that  dig - 
iiiiity  of  conduct  which  they  themselves  ought  to  have 
“observed  to  others .” 

We  adhere  to  our  gener  al  rule  of  inserting  “official 
papers”  without  comment — but  cannot  refrain  from 
saying  that  on  several  other  important  points  the 
committee  were  incorrect. 


Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Address  and  resolution,  respecting  the  militia  of  Ken- 
tucky in  tht  JYorth  Western  Army. 

The  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  having  been  officially  informed  that  in 
all  probability,  the  service  of  a part  of  the  militia 
of  this  state  under  the  command  of  gen.  William 
H.  Harrison,  cannot  be  dispensed  with  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  term  for  which  they  have  been  called 
out,  unless  replaced  by  others,  without  serious  injury 
to  the  success  of  the  present  campaign,  have  there- 
fore deemed  it  proper,  in  this  trying  crisis,  to  make 
this  appeal  to  their  well  known  patriotism. 

To  the  militia  of  Kentucky  in  the  JY.  W.  Army. 

FELLOW-CITIZENS  AND  SOLDIERS  TN  ARM’S, 

When  the  first  sound  of  war  was  heard,  al  the 
call  of  your  country,  you  crowded  voluntarily  to  the 
standard,  and  asked  to  be  enrolled  in  defence  of  her 
rights — gain  was  not  your  ob  ject — you  gloried  in  the 
precious  inheritance  so  nobly  won  by  the  revolution 
* — your  bosoms  glowed  witli  the  ardor  of  freemen — 
you  were  not  goaded  on  by  a tyrant  hand  to  light 
the  battles  of  ambition  or  dominion  ; but  the  spirit 
of  your  fathers  aroused  you  from  the  slumber  of 
mdolence,  to  undertake  the  turmoils,  and  surmount 
the  labor  and  hardships  of  camps,  to  shew  our  an- 
cient enemy  that  you  knew  how  to  value  and  main- 
tain the  independence  we  held  as  the  gift  of  heaven 
<&nly,  to  wipe  of!  the  foul  stain  which  had  been  oast 
upon  the  American  name,  by  the  base  surrender  < f 
;S?ne  of  our  armies-— -to  avenge  the  shades  of  our 


slaughtered  brethren,  of  helpless  women  and  infants 
— to  drive  back  that  audacious  enemy  and  her  savage 
allies,  who  had  profaned  our  soil  with  her  hostile  and 
triumphant  steps — to  make  them  feel  the  evils  of 
the. war  at  their  own  doors,  in  a word,  to  plant  the 
standard  which  bears  your  country’s  eagle,  on  the 
walls  of  Malden.  These  were  your  objects  when 
vou  grasped  your  arms,  and  demanded  battle— 
Your  progress  has  been  retarded  by  obstacles  not 
under  your  control,  of  that  of  your  general.  You 
have  with  heroic  fortitude,  borne  cold,  hunger  and 
fatigue.  'S  our  state  has  sympathised  with  you,  and 
your  brave  associates  in  suffering.  Your  fellow-ci- 
tizens and  fair  countrywomen,  have  endeavored  as 
far  as  in  Ihcic-power  by  voluntary  contributions  to 
assist  in  shielding  you*  from  the  inclemency  of  an 
inhospitable  climate,  knowing  that  whenever  the 
enemy  lias  been  tangible,  you  have  him  not  only 
respect,  but  feel  you.  You  have  shewn  that  you  are 
. Kentuckians,  firm  and  invincible — success  has  dawn- 
ed upon  you — the  object  you  sought  in  taking  the 
field  is  just  in  sight : your  anxiety  to  return  to  the 
embraces  of  jour  friends  and  families  are  felt  and 
appreciated. — Rut  Would  not  the  joy  of  your  return 
be  damped,  when  the  reflection  should  arise,  that 
you  had  surmounted  the  greatest  difficulties  in  your 
way — j our  general  was  just  about  accomplishing  the 
important  object  of  the  campaign — Malden  was  in 
view — victory  beckoned  you  to  follow  on,  and  jou 
retired ; when  two  months  had  been  wasted,  and 
your  fellow  soldiers  were  left  surrounded,  by  dan- 
gers ? 

Your  state  or  your  country  cannot  demand  of  yo\i 
to  remain  a few  months  longer,  as  an  act  she  has  any 
legal  right  to  claim  of  you ; — but  your  state,  asks  it, 
as  what  would  redound  to  the  honor  of  you  her  sons, 
and  her  own  character.  Every  reasonable  means  will 
be  resorted  to  in  order  to  supply  your  places  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  In  the  mean  time,  jour 
state,  from  her  sense  of  the  merits  of  such  of  you 
as  will  remain  at  your  posts,  after  the  expiration  of 
j our  term  of  service,  have  authorised  seven  dollars 
per  month  to  be  given  out  of  her  treasury,  to  each 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician  and  private,  to 
the  number  of  fifteen  hundred,  in  ^addition  to  their 
regular  pay  from  the  general  government  during 
such  additional  time  of  service. 

Fellow-Citizens  and  Soldiers, 

Such  another  opportunity  may  never  again  oc- 
cur to  crown  yourselves  with  honor.  The  eyes  of 
j our  state,  your  country,  are  on  you.  Act  worthy 
yourselves  and  all  will  be  well. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state,  be  re- 
quested to  cause  so  many  copies  of  the  foregoing 
address,  to  be  printed  and  transmitted  to  general 
Harrison,  and  such  other  officers  commanding  the 
m ilitia  of  this  state,  as  he  may  deem  right,  in  order 
to  be  communicated  to  said  troops. 

JOSEPH  H.  H AWKINS, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

R.  HICKMAN, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

AmtovED,  Jan.  29,  1813. 

ISAAC  SHELBY,  Governor  of  Kentudfy, 

An  Act  making  an  additional  compensation  to  the 
detachment  of  volunteers  from  this  state,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States , in  the  event  therein 
specified. 

Whereas,  from  information  officially  communicat- 
ed to  this  legislature,  it  is  deemed  important  to  the 
success  of  the  present  campaign  of  the  north  west- 
ern army,  under  the  command  of  general  William 
H.  Harrison,  that  part  of  the  militia  of  this  state 
now  in  that  army,  should  continue  in  service  for  a 
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longer  time  than  that  for  which  they  are  at  present 
Engaged.  Therefore, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  the 
• common-wealth  of  Kentucky , That  each  non-commis- 
sion' d office; , musician  and  private,  belonging  to  the 
said  detachment  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  men, 
to  be  received  or  selected,  and  organized  and  en- 
rolled by  the  commander  in  chief,  who  shall  remain 
in  the  said  army,  under  the  command  of  their  re- 
spective officers,  or  such  officers  who  may  take  the 
command  thereof,  with  the  approbation  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  of 
service  for  which  they  were  ordered  out  under  the 
authority  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or 
shall  have  been  killed,  or  died  in  the  same— — shall 
be  entitled  to  ?eceive,  upon  the  application  of  such 
person,  if  living,  or  his  legal  representatives  ;n  case 
of  death,  a warrant  for  a sum  equal  to  seven  dollars 
per  month,  not  exceeding  three  months,  that  such 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician  or  private  shall 
have  remained  in  such  service,  and  have  been  legal- 
ly discharged  therefrom,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  they  were  so  called  out,  in  addition 
to  the  pay  now  allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  Andbeit  further  enacted.  That  the  audi- 
tor of  public  accounts  shall,  upon  the  producing  to 
him  the  pay  rolls  from  the  officers  commanding 
companies  in  the  detachment,  certified  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  acts  of  congress,  issue  his 
warrant  upon  the  treasury  for  the  amount  of  the  sum 
thereupon  appearing  due,  to  each  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians  and  privates  or  his  or 
their  representatives,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

J.  IT.  HAWKINS, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

K.  HICKMAN, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  January  29,  1813. 
fSAAC  SHELBY,  Governor  of  Kentucky. 


Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

House  of  Bepresentatives,  Feb.  5,  1813. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering,  of  Salem,  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  order  were  adopted  : 

Whereas  the  president  in  his  message  to  con- 

fi-ess,  has  made  known  to  the  people  of  the  United 
tales  that  the  British  orders  in  council  have  been 
repealed  “in  such  a manner  as- to  be  capable  of  ex- 
planations meeting  the  views  of  the  government”  of 
thp  United  States,  and  therefore  none  of  the  alleged 
causes  of  war  with  Great  Britain  now  remain,  ex- 
cept the  claim  of  the  right  to  take  British  subjects 
from  the  merchant  ships  of  the  United  States — And 
whereas,  during  the  administration  of  president 
Washington  and  president  Adams  this  claim  of  Great. 
Britain  was.  not  considered  as  a reasonable  cause  of 
war:  and  under  the  administration  of  president  Jef- 
ferson the  government  of  Great  Britain  did  offer  to 
make  an  arrangement  with  the  United  States,  which 
in  the  opinion  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  their 
ministers  placed  this  subject  on  a ground  that  was 
“both  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  U.  States, 
and  highly  favorable  to  their  interests,  and  was  at 
the  .same  time”  a concession  which  had  never  before 
been  made;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  would  still  be  willing  to 
make  an  arrangement  on  this  subject  which  should 
be  alike  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  United 
States. 

And  whereas,  under  the  administration  of  presi- 
dent Madison,  whe'h  the  arrangement  of  the  matters 


in  controversy  between  the  U.  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain was  made  with  his  Britannic  majesty’s  minis- 
ter, David  Montague  Erskine,  esq.  the  impressment 
of  seamen  was  not  considered  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  make  a condition  4>f  that  arrangement. 

And  whereas,  all  the  European  powers,  as  well 
as  the  United  States,  recognize  the  principle 
that  their  subjects  and  citizens  have  no  right  to 
expatriate  themselves,  and  that  the  nation  has  a 
right  to  the  services  of  all  its  citizens,  especially  in 
time  of  war,  and  none  of  those  powers  respect  the 
naturalization  laws  of  others  so  far  as  to  admit 
their  operation  in  contravention  of  that  principle 
— and  it  is  manifestly  unjust  for  a neutral  power 
to  make  war  upon  one  nation  in  order  to  compel  a 
to  relinquish  a principle  which  is  maintained  by  the 
others  : 

And  whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  to  protect  and  encourage  Ameri- 
can seamen,  and  exclude  from  our  ships  the  nume- 
rous foreign  seamen  who  are  depriving  our  own 
citizens  of  their  natural  means  of  subsistence  : 

And  whereas,  a great  proportion  of  the  seamen  of 
the  United  States  belong  to  this  commonwealth, 
and  this  legislature  is  desirous  to  ascertain  how 
many  of  them  have  been  impressed  or  taken  by 
Great  Britain,  France,  or  any  other  power,  in  or- 
der that  satisfactory  information  may  be  had  and 
communicated  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  (of  Salem)  Mr. 
Tillinghast,  (of  Taunton,)  and  Mr.  Watson,  (of 
Belfast)  be  a committee  to  consider  and  report 
what  measures  are  proper  to  be  taken  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  the  seamen  of  this  common- 
wealth impressed  or  taken  by  any  foreign  nation. 


Yazoo  Claims. 

IX  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

February  1,  1813. — Mr.  Morrow  from  the  commit- 
tee of  public  lands  made  the  following  report  : 

The  committee  on  public  lands  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred d bill  from  the  senate  entitled  “An  act  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  report  made  to  congress  in  Februa- 
ry, 1803,  by  James  Madison  then  secretary  of  state, 
Albert  Gallatin  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  Levi 
Lincoln,  attorney  general  to  the  United  States, 
commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act, 
entitled,  “An  act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 
with  the  state  of  Georgia  and  authorising  the  estab- 
lishment of  a government  in  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory, in  obedience  to  the  last  mentioned  act,” 

REPORT 

That  after  a careful  investigation  of  the  subject, 
and  examination  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  referred, 
to  them,  the  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  pre- 
sent a particular  view  pf  the  subject,  only  so  far  as 
the  United  States  are  at  present  concerned  in  its  de- 
cision. Had  the  committee  possessed  the  means  of 
correct  information,  they  had  not  the  leisure,  nor 
dicl  they  believe  that  any  practical  good  would  re- 
sult from  any  general  exposition  they  could  present 
of  the  circumstances  attending  the  case  from  its 
origin.  They  have  therefore  viewed  the  subject  in 
the  aspect  and  on  the  ground,  upon  which  it  has  been 
placed  by  the  former  acts  of  the  government,  in  re- 
lation to  it.  The  committee  therefore  give  no  opi- 
nion on  any  of  the  questions  that  have  been  agitated, 
respecting  the  competency  of  the  legislature  of 
Georgia  to  dispose  of  the  unappropriated  territory 
in  that  state,  or.  the  validity  of  the  act  or  pretended 
act  of  the  7th  of  January,  1795,  purporting  to  alien- 
ate the  right  ofisoil  to  a great  extent  of  such  territo- 
ry ; nor  respecting  the  effect  of  the  rescinding  acf* 
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passed  hy  a subsequent  legislature.  The  necessity 
of  a legislative  decision  on  these  questions,  appears 
to  be  superceded  by  prior  conventional  and  legislative 
acts  of  the  government. 

The  agreement  and  articles  of  cession  between 
the  state  of  Georgia  and  the  United  States  confirmed 
by  a legislative  act  of  the  one,  and  assented  to  by 
the  legislature  of  the  other — the  subsequent  act  of 
congress  appropriating  and  providing  for  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  lands  acquired  by  the  cession,  and  the  se- 
veral after  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  territory,  all  proceed  on  the  ground  that 
the  actor  pretended  act  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  of 
the  7 tii  January,  1795,  was  not  valid  to  give  title. 
Although  every  act  of  the  government  in  relation  to 
the  subject,  is  predicated  on  the  invalidity  of  the 
said  act  or  pretended  act,  yet  it  would  appear  that 
the  articles  of  cession  from  Georgia,  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  to  congress,  and  the  subsequent 
act  of  congress  appropriating  the  lands  received  by 
that  cession,  would  all  seem  to  recognize  in  the 
present  claimant,  an  equitable  claim  to  some  com- 
pensation. 

Tiie  articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  after 


having  made  specific  provision  for  several  species  of 
claim,  provided  a fund  of  five  millions  acres  of  land, 
to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  congress  “for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting  or  compensating  for 
any  claims  other than  those  before  recognized  which 
may  be  made  to  the  said  lands,  or  to  any  part  there- 
of.” The  existence  of  the  claims  in  question  was 
made  known  to  the  commissioners,  who  concluded 
the  agreement,  and  as  no  excluding  provision  was 
introduced  with  respect  to  them,  the  inference  is 
pretty  obvious,  that  those  claims  come  within  the 
contemplation  of  the  commissioners,  and  were  de- 
signed to  be  provided  for. 

The  commissioners  of  the  United  States  who 
concluded  the  aforesaid  agreement  with  these  of 
Georgia,  in  their  report  to  congress,  recommended 
those  claims  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature, 
and  state  in  relation  to  them,  “that  various  equitable 
considerations,  which  may  be  urged  in  favor  of  the 
most  of  the  present  claimants,  render  it  expedient 
to  enter  into  a compromise  on  reasonable  terms.” 

The  act  of  congress  “regulating  the  grants  for 
lands,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see, approved  on  the’ 3d  of  March,  1803,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement,  and  of  the  aforesaid  report,  by 
the  8th  section,  provided  that  so  much  of  the  afore- 
said five  millions  of  acres  should  be  appropriated  as 
might  be  necessary  to  satisfy  certain  classes  of 
claims  not  recognized  by  the  articles  of  cession,” 
and  “so  much  of  the  residue  of  the  five  millions  of 
acres  or  of  the  net  proceeds  thereof  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  tfiat  purpose,”  are  hereby  appropriated 
-for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting  and  eoropen- 


them  may  appear  proper.  IIow  far  It  would  now  lie 
for  the  public  interest  to  quiet  claims  that  may  in- 
terfere with  grants  made,  or  to  be  made  by  the  U. 
States,  is  a consideration  of  expediency  alone*— 
The  decision  must  also  rest  on  the  opinion  that  may 
be  formed  of  the  equity,  or  want  of  equity  in  the 
claims  of  the  present  claimants.  The  committee 
think  proper  to  state,  that  a gentleman  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  agent  for  many  of  the' present  claims, 
produced  to  them  several  powers  of  attorney  afid 
letters,  which  although  they  do  not  give  positive  as- 
surance, yet  give  a reasonable  ground  of  expecta- 
tion, that  .the  present  claimants  will  generally  con- 
sent to  compromise  their  claims  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  In  casn 
the  house  shall  think  proper  to  authorise  a compro- 
mise of  the  claims  in  question,  by  passing  the  bill 
under  consideration,  the  committee  would  recom- 
mend a modification  of  the  terms  originally  propos- 
ed by  the  commissioners,  and  assumed  as  the  basis 
of  compromise  by  the  bill  as  passed  by  the  senate. 

According  to  the  agreement  with  Georgia,  five 
millions  of  acres  constituted  the  whole  fund  appli- 
cable to  the  satisfaction  of  claims  not  recognized  by 
that  agreement.  It  has  not  been  ascertained,  (nor 
can  it  be  with  precision)  what  quantity  of  those 
lands  have  already  been  appropriated  by  congress. 
The  residue,  applicable  to  the  satisfaction,  of  the 
chums  in  question,  is  conjectural  in  quantity  and 
value.  And  in  the  absence  of  other  objections  to 
the  commuting  of  this  residue  for  a specific  sum  in 
money,  that  uncertainty  would  form  one  of  consi- 
derable weight.  It  appears  to  the  committee  that 
the  alternative  proposed  to  the  option  of  the  claim- 
ants by  the  report,  are  not  equal,  that  if  the  land 
should  be  located  in  the  manner  provided,  and  be 
brought  into  market  at  the  same  tiiqe  with  other 
lands,  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  would  not 
discharge  the  interest,  and  redeem  the  principal  of 
2,500,000  dols.  to  which  amount  the  certificates  are 
proposed  to  be  issued.  In  making  the  compensa- 
tion proposed,  congress  ought  not  to  transcend  the 
fund  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  purpose.  If 
the  estimate  of  the  committee  be  correct,  the  fund 
would  be  overdrawn  by  the  issue  of  certificates.  If 
they  should  be  incorrect,  and  the  land  be  of  equal 
value  then  it  should  be  equally  acceptable  to  the 
claimants  as  the  certificates  ; and  in  that  case  no  in- 
jury would  arise  in  confining  their  compensation  to 
land  alone.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  a 
modification  of  the  terms,  and  will  report  an  amend- 
ment accordingly. 

The  6th  section  of  the  bill  providers  that  the  U. 
States  shall  sue  for  and  recover  such  parts  of  the 
original  purchase  money,  as  have  been  improperly 
withdrawn  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia  ; which 
provision  the  committee  consider  exceptionable  and 
have  proposed  a substitute. 


States,  south  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  not  recog- 
nized in  the  abovementioned  articles  of  agreement, 
and  which  are  derived  from  any  act  or  pretended  act 
of  the  state  of  Georgia  which  congress  may  hereaf 
ter  think  fit  to  provide  for.”  The  language  made 
use'of  by  the  legislature  in  appropriating  the  residue 
of  the  five  millions  of  acres,  placed  at  their  dispo- 
sal, appears  to  be  descriptive  of  the  claims  in  ques- 
tion. 

Congress,  then,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
are  at  liberty,  in  conformity  with  the  articles  of 
agreement  and  their  own  act,  either  to  apply  the 
aforesaid  lands,  or  any  part  of  them,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  for  the  purposes  proposed  by  the  bill 

under  consideration,  cr  cub  tQ 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IX  SEXATE-r— M03TDAT,  PEII.  15* 

The  bill  from  the  house  for  regulating  the  employ- 
ment of  foreign  seamen  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  was  read  a second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Giles,  Bayard,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Md.  and  Hun- 
ter, to  consider  and  report  thereon.’ 

Mr.  Bradley',  agreeably  to  notice,  introduced  the 
following  bill ; which  was  read  and  passed  to  a se- 
cond reading : — 

A Bill  to  encourage  more  effectually  the  destruction  the  armed  tes- 
sets  of  the  enemy  entering  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 

Re*U  carted,  &c.  Thnt  if  any  British  armed  vessel  shall  be ! Jbirifl 
within  the  harbors  and  watew  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 

Stated  duriDu  the  jHcnentwiu-  with  Great  Britain  (otter 
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i«Is  coming  as  cartels,  or  flags  of  truce)  It  may  and  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons,  in  any  manner  w hatsoever,  whilst  such 
armed  vessel  shall  so  remain  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  to  burn,  sink  or  destroy  every  such  armed  vessel ; and  for 
that  purpose  Jo  use  torpedoes,  submarine  instruments,  or  any  other 
destructive  machine  whatever ; and  a bounty  of  one  half  the  value 
of  the  armed  vessel  so  burnt,  sunk  or  destroyed,  and  also  one  half 
the  value  of  her  guns,  cargo,  tackle  and  apparel,  shall  be  paid  out 
pt  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  to  such  person  or  persons  who 
shall  effect  the  same,  otherw  ise  than  by  the  armed  ot  commissioned 
vessels  of  .the  United  States. 

HOUSE  OF  llEPnESFNTATITF.9. 

Thursday , February  11. — After  some  minor  busi- 
ness the  bill  for  the  exclusion  of  foreign  seamen  was 
resumed. 

. Mr.+Pitkin's  motion  was  withdrawn  to  make  room 
for  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Jlidgely  to  ex- 
clude from  the  employ  of  the  United  States,  all  per- 
sons riot  citizens,  at  a treaty  of  peace.  Negatived— 
40  for,  80  against, 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  renewed  his  motion — for  it  33, 
against  it  86. 

It  was  then  proposed  indefinitely  to  postpone  the 
bill — lost,  20  to  100. 

Mr.  Bassett  then  offered  to  amend  the  bill — and  a 
new  discussion  being  likely  to  ensue  on  a thread- 
bare subject,  the  previous  question  was  called  for, 
ami  carried  : ayes  55,  nays  46.  The  main  question 
was  then  put  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a third  read- 
ing— ayes  97,  nays  25. 

Friday,  February  12. — After  a variety  of  motions 
and  speeches,  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  hill 
for  the  exclusion  of  foreign  seamen  was  put  and  car 
ried — ayes  83,  nays  33,  as  follows  : 

Yeas.-— Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,  Bacon, 
Baker,  Bibb,  Bigelow,  Blackledge,  Boyd,  Breck- 
inridge, Brown,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Chit- 
tenden, Clay,  Cochran,  Cooke,  Condit,  Cults, 
Dawson,  Dinsmoor,  Ely,  Emott,  Findley,  Fitch, 
Franjclin,  Chplson,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
pray,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Hawes,  Huffy, 
Hynenian,  Kent,  Kennedy,  Key,  King,  Law,  Lewis, 
Little,  Moore,  M’ bride’  M’Coy,  M’lvee,  Metcalf, 
MUnor,  Mitch  ill,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New, 
Newbold,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Potter,  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Rhea, 
jlo an e,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seaver,  Shaw, 
fiheffey,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  "Stanford,  Stuart’ 
Strong,  Talliaferro,  Tracy,  Turner,  Wheaton, 
White,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Widgery,  Wilson 
Winn,— 89. 

Na  vs. — Messrs,  Anderson,  Bard,  Basset,  Bleecker , 
Brigham,  Butler,  Cnampio?? , Clopton,  Crawford’ 
Thiveiiport,  Desha,  Earle,  Fisk,  Green,  Grosyenor, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  I^tcock,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  M’Jvim 
Ormsby,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Quincy,  liqndolph,  Sam- 
mons, Sevier,  Seybert,  St-urges,  Taimadre,  Troup 

Wright. — 33.  ° 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

[A  majority  of  the  negative  are  ‘‘republicans”] 

Saturday , Feb.  13.— [The  proceedings  of  this,  and 
Some  some  succeeding  days  are  so  important  that 
We  cannot  satisfy  ourselves  with  the  usual  abstract.] 

Mi\  Williams,  from  the  military  committee,  re- 
ported ii  bill  to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  raise,  ten  additional  companies  of  rangers. 
[The  object  off 'the  bill  is  not  in  fact,  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional force,  but  to  convert  one  of  the  twenty  regi- 
ments of  infantry  recently  authorised  to'  be  raised, 
into  rangers  ] 

The  bill  was  twice  read. 

Mi..  Tit  iiliams  then  rose  and  enforced  the  necessit  v 
Under  present  emergencies,  of  the  immediate  au- 
t.horization  off  this  force,  as  off  a dw$criptio,n  parti-, 
eularly  appropriates  ip  the  circumstances  of  the 
U’ontieiq  as  well  for  the  purpose  off  offence  as  de- 
m&i, 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  * 
third  reading  to-day  -r  and  was  subsequently  read  n 
third  time  and  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  Bassett  from  the  naval  committee,  reported 
a bill  allowing  a bounty  to  privateers. — [Allowing  a 
bounty  of  dollars  for  each  person  they  bring  in.] 
Twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams , the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Lewis  in 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  authorising  the  appointment  of 
additional  general  offiters  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

f' The  bill  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
additional  major-generals  and  brigadier-generals.] 

The  following  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  . 
on  this  subject  was  read. 

- IVar  Department,  Feb.  10,  1813. 

SIR— In  reply  to  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me, 
on  the  5th  inst.  by  direction  on  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 

I respectfully  submit  tl»Q  following  opinions  : 

1st.  The*  an  increased  number  of  general  officers  is  essential  to  the 
public  service.  The  number  of  regiments,  provided  for  by  law  is 
two  of  light  dragoons,  three  of  heavy  artillery,  four  of  riflemen, 
and  forty-fi  ve  of  infantry,  making  together  fifty-two  regiments. 

The  simplest  organization  is  ever  the  best.  Hence  it  is  that  a 
regiment  consists  of  two  battalions,  9ua  brigade  should  consist  of 
two  regiments,  and  a division  of  tw  o brigades. 

This  sphere  of  command  will  be  found  in  practice  sufficiently 
large.  The  management  of  two  thousand  men  in  the  field  will  l>e 
ample  duty  for  a brigadier,  and  the  direction  of  double  that  mini* 
her  will  give  Tull  occupation  to  a major-general.  To  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  command  in  either  grade,  would  not  be  a mean  of  best 
promoting  the  public  good, 

Taking  these  ideas  as  the  basis  of  the  rule,  and  taking  for  grant- 
ed also,  that  our  ranks  arc  filled,  the  present  establishment  w ould 
require  twenty-five  brigadiers,  and  twelve  major-generals.  But  the 
latter  admission  requires  qualification  ; and  under  existing  circum- 
stances, it  may  he  sufficient  that  the  higher  staff  should  consist  of 
eight  major-generals  and  sixteen  brigadiers. 

The  general  argument  on  this  head,  might  be  fortifie  d by  our 
owrn  practice  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  by  that  of  Eu- 
ropean nations  at  all  times.  Believing,  however,  thattliis  view  of 
the  subject  had  been  already  taken  by  the  adjutant-.genera),  in  a 
late. communication  to  you,  I forbear  to  do  more  than  suggest  it. 

2d.  The  recruiting  service  would  be  much  promoted  were  the 
bounty  in  land  commutable  into  money,  at  the  option  of  the  sol- 
dier, and  at  the  end  of  his  service.  This  mollification  would  be 
addressed  to  both  descriptions  ofmen— those  who  would  prefer  mo- 
ney, and  such  as  would  prefer  land. 

I need  hardly  remark  that  bounties  at  the  close  of  service,  have 
many  advantages  over  those  given  before  service  begins.  The 
former  tie  men  down  to  their  duty  ; the  latter  furnish,  if  not  the 
motive,  at  least  the  means  of  debauch  and  desertion. 

Another  and  a public  reason,  for  the  preference  may  lie  found, 
in  the  greater  convenience  with  which  money  may  be  paid  at  the 
end,  than  at  the  commencement  of  a w ar. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  wi;h  great  respect,  sir,  vour  most  ohedi® 
ent  humble  servant,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG* 

Hon.  1).  R.  Williams, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  0$.  ifiiHtpry  affq\rs,x 

Mi*.  Williams  explained  the  progress  of  this  bill^ 
&.c.  He  took  occasion  to  advert  to  a declaration  re= 
cently  made  in  debate  by  Mr,  Quincy,  that  it  was 
’intended  to  appoint  a lieutenant  general  to  command 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  to  which  Mr.  W. 
said,  he  was  precluded  by  illness  from  replying  to 
at  the  time.  He  now  declared  no  such  intention  had 
ever  existed  in  the  minds  of  administration  ; that 
the  late  secretary  of  war  (Mr.  Eustis)  had  declared 
to  him  (Mr.  W.)  that  he  had  endeavored  to  impress 
on  his  colleagues  in  office,  the  necessity  off  appoint- 
ing a commander-in-chief : but  that,  to  use  the  se- 
cretary’s own  words,  he  could  not  get  the  people  in 
the  white  house  [the  president’s]  to  assent  to  it ; 
that  by  the  gentleman  who  temporarily  succeeded 
Mr,  E.  in  the  war  office  ; he  had  been  informed,  that 
no  such  tiling  was  in  contemplation,  or  wopld  be 
suggested  in  any  manner  to  congress.  And  all  this 
Mr.  W.  said  he  had  heard  long  before  the  declaration 
made  by  Mr.  Quine}-,  and  should  then  have  stated  it, 
had  not  severe  and  sudden  indisposition  prevented 
him  from  replying,  as  he  had  intended,  to  that  gen- 
tleman^ speech. 

Mr.  Quincy  expressed  his  gratification  at  this  in- 
formation ; observing  that  he  had  been  by  no  means 
iffone  in  the  impressions  he  had  entertained  on  tffat 
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Subject,  which  prevailed  pretty  generally  on- both 
a.ides  of  tiie  house. 

After  some  further  consideration — - 

The  blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled  with  six  major- 
generals  and  six  brigadier-generals. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third 
time  to  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett , the  house  jjpsolved  it- 
self into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in 
tiie  chair,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  increase  of  the  navy  : and  the  bill  was  discussed, 
amended  and  reported  to  tiie  house, where  the  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to.* 

And  amendment  was  also  added,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
TaUmadge , authorising  the  sale  of  such  of  the  gun- 
boats as  may  not  be  necessary  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Stow  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill 
as  authorises  the  purchase  of  private  vessels  for 
equipment,  which  was  negatived. 

A nd  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  authorising  the  appointment  of  addition- 
al general  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
Was  read  a third  time  and  passed  by  yeas  and  nays 
aa  follow : 

Tor  the  bill  65 

Against  the  bill  30 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
tiie  whole,  Mr.  Lewis  in  tiie  chair,  on  the  bill  di- 
recting the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remit  cer- 
tain fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  therein  men- 
tioned. [For  the  relief  of  merchants  having  im- 
ported goods  recently  after  the  war  from  the  depen- 
dencies of  Great  Britain.]  The  bill  was  amended, 
reported  to  the  house,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

•Monday , Feb.  15. — Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  made  the  following  re- 
port : 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means  report,  That 
they  have  deemed  it  their  duty,  that  the  public  ser- 
vice may  not  suffer  and  that  the  public  credit  may 
be  duly  supported,  to  look  beyond  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  present  year,  and  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  revenue  which  may  be  wanted  for  the 
year  1814.  That  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount 
of  the  revenue  which  will  accrue  under  existing  laws, 
and  be  receivable  within  that  year,  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  congress  in  the  annual  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  made  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. That,  comparing  the  amount  thereof  with  the 
sums  that  will  p robably  be  required  by  a prudent 

*This  bill  contemplates  the  immediate  purchase 
or  building  of  ten  sloops  of  war,  of  the  largest 
class,  four  of  which  are  for  the  lakes,  and  appro- 
priates money  for  the  purpose  ; as  well  as  to  pay 
for  the  naval  force  already  provided  on  the  lakes,  a 
part  of  which  allotment  is  designed  to  cover  the 
force  prepared  on  them.  It  also  provides  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a dock  yard  [a  dry  dock,  we  suppose, 
as  recommended  by  captains  Hull  and  Stewart]  and 
authorizes  the  president  to  contract  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  six  44  gun  frigates,  provided  for  by  the 
late  law  ; the  building  to  be  under  the  inspection  of 
an  agent  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy.  It 
further  authorizes  the  president  to*  put  out  of  com- 
mission such  of  the  gun-boats  as  the  public  service 
may  require,  when  these  vessels  shall  be  built;  and 
provides  the  secretaries  of  the  war  and  navy  shall 
fix  the  relative  rank  of 'the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  &c.  This  addition  has  been  made  on  the  sug-j 
jjestion  of  the  new  secretary  of  the  navy  ; who  also  I 
^.commends  an  increase  of  the  number  ‘of  captains. 


regard  to  the  public  credit,  it  appears  to  be  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  make  a further  provision; — 
That  this  may  be  done  by  a partial  suspension  of 
the  non-importation  acts,  which  will  not  greatly 
lessen  their  injurious  effects  upon  the  enemy,  by  an 
additional  duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  and  by  the  im- 
position of  internal  taxes  and  duties  ; That,  in  their 
opinion,  all  these  means  will  be  necessary  to  supply 
the  revenue  which  will  be  wanted ; That  it  is  im- 
practicable, during  the  present  session,  consistently 
with  a due  attention  to  the  other  business  of  the 
nation,  to  enact  the  laws  necessary  to  embrace  the 
last  mentioned  object ; but  that  this  may  be  done, 
without  difficulty  and  without  a delay  which  will 
be  injurious  either  to  the  public  credit  or  tha  public 
service,  by  an  earlier  meeting  of  congress  than  the 
constitutional  period,  which  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
congress,  or  the  executive  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  fix  on  such  time  as  shall  be  deemed  most 
proper  and  expedient ; That  it  is,  however,  neces- 
sary that  the  suspension  of  the  non-importation  acts 
which  is  con  tern  plated,  should  be  enacted  at  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress  : and  for  this  purpose,  and 
the  imposition  of  additional  duties  on  foreign  ton- 
nage, they  beg  leave  to  report  a bill.  They  also 
report  herewith,  a correspondence  between  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  and  this  committee  on  the 
subject  of  this  report.* 

Letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Committf.k-Roo.v,  Feb.  3,  1813. 

SIR— I am  directed  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  re- 
quest from  you  the  favor  of  a reply  to  the  following1  questions  : 

1.  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  probable  amount  of  re- 
venue applicable  to  the  service  of  the  year  1814,  which  would  re- 
sult from  a modification  or  partial  repeal  of  the  noil-importation 
acts,  such  as  is  suggested  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  day  of  June, I* 
1812,  addressed  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

2.  Is  the  modification  suggested  hy  that  letter  the  best  in  your 
opinion  that  can  be  devised  to  obtain  a given  revenue  with  the 
least  possible  diminution  of  the  effects  of  the  non-importation 
acts?  If  not,  be  pleased  to  suggest  such  alterations  and  improve- 
ments as  occur  to  your  mind. 

3.  Are  there,  in  your  opinion,  any  further  legal  provisions  ne- 
cessary, or  will  an)  he  expedient,  more  effectually  to  enforce  tin: 
non-importation  acts,  or  to  insure  the  more  effectual  collection  of 
the  revenue? 

4.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  be  advisable  to  increase  the  duty  on 

foreign  tonnage?  If  it  would,  to  what  amount?  and  what  would 
he  the  probable  addition  to  the  revenue  applicable  to  . the  year 
18 14,  by  such  increase?  Iain,  &c.  LANGDON  CURVES, 

lion.  Albert  Gallatin-, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

ANSWER  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 

Treasury  Department , Teh.  9, 181". 

SIR— I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  answers  to  the 
questions  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst. 

1.  It  is  believed,  from  the  reasons  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  10tl> 

•The  hill  consists  of  eight  sections.  The  1st  is  the  suspending 
article,  w ith  a proviso  for  fines  or  forfeitures  already  incurred.  The 
2nd  is  the mosUmport:ii)t,an<i  is  as  follows: 

“That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  per- 
mit the  importation  into  the  United  Slates,  of  any  ank  les  oi  the 
vowth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  dominions,  colonies  and 
e pendencies  of  Great  Britain,  owned  at  the  time  of  such  impor- 
tation, in  whole  or  in  part,  hy  a subject  of  Great  Briiain,  or  hy 
whomsoever  owned,  if  of  the  following  description,  viz.  hats,  shoes, 
millinery,  ready-made  clothing,  articles  of  which  silk,  leather, 
hemp,  or  llax,  is  the  principal  material,  Irish  linens  excepted ; 
cloths  of  which  wool  is  the  principal  material,  and  the  prime  cost 
of  which  shall  exceed  six  shillingssterling  per  square  yard  thereof; 
alul  cloths  of  which  cotton  is  the  principal  material,  and  the  prime 
cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  15  pence  sterling,  or  shall  exceed 
three  shillings  sterling  per  square  yard  thereof ; the  importation 
of  which  several  articles  shall  continue  to  be  prohibited,  according 
to  the  true  tenor  and  meaning  of  the  acts  first  abovementionea, 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  net  had  not  passed.” 

The  3rd  excludes  the  British  goods  allowed  to  be  imported  from 
the  benefit  of  drawback.  The  4th  lev  ies  a duty  on  such  goods  as 
heretofore  have  paid  no  duty,  as  on  “goods  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated.” The  5th  makes  it  unlawful  for  a judge  to  order  the  deli- 
ver) of  goods,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited,  as  was  the 
usage  at  the  late  importations.  The  6th  prov  ide  s that  vessels  w ith 
salt  and  Planter  of  Paris,  shall  be  unladen  tinder  the  inspection  of 
the  officers  of  the  customs,  to  be  paid  therefor  by  the  owner  or 
consignee.  The  7th  levies  an  additional  duty  of  6 dollars  per  ton 
on  foreign  tonnage.  The  8th  says  that  the  act  shall  continue  in 
force  to  the  first  of  June,  1814,  and  no  longer. 

tSee  "Weekly  Register,  vol.  2,  pugo  282. 
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Jane  last,  to  tlie  committee  of  ways  and  means,  that  the  amount 
of  revenue  applicable  to  the  service  of  the  year  1814,  which  would 
result  from  a modification  of  the  non-importation  acts  suggested  in 
the  said  letter,  may  be  estimated  at  about  five  millions  of  dollars, 
provided  that  modification  takes  place  during  the  present  session 
of  congress. 

2.  No  better  modification,  for  the  purposes  therein  intended,  has 
suggested  itself  than  that  proposed  in  the  letter  aforesaid.  But  it 
would  seem  requisite,  for  the  same  object,  that  no  drawback  should 
be  allowed  on  the  re-exportation  of  the  merchandise  which  may 
be  thus  imported. 

3.  The  most  important  legal  provision,  which  appears  necessary 
to  enforce  the  non-importation  acts,  is  a positive  prohibition  of  a 
restoration  by  order  of  court  of  merchandise,  the  importation  of 
which  is  prohibited  by  law.  It  is  also  believed,  that  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  order  all  the  cargoes  of  salt,  particularly  from  Lisbon, 
to  be  discharged  under  the  inspection  of  proper  officers  ; and  it  ap- 
pears reasonable  that  the  expense  should  be  defrayed  by  the  im- 
porters. 

4.  It  appears,  in  every  point  of  view, highly  desirable,  that  the 
duty  on  foreign  tonnage  should  be  increased.  A duty  of  ten  dollars 
per  ton  does  not  seem  greater  than  what  is  required  for  the  protec- 
tion of  American  vessel.  But  I cannot  form  any  correct  estimate 
of  the  probable  addition  resulting  to  the  revenue  from  such  in- 
crease. Much  would  depend  on  the  suppression  of  the  trade  carried 
cm  by  American  vessels  with  enemies  licences. 

With  respect  to  the  necessity  of  providing  an  additional  revenue 
Tor  the  year  1814, 1 beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  statements  made  and 
opinions  expressed,  when  I had  the  honor  several  weeks  ago  to 
wait  on  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  And  I beg  leave  to 
add  that  this  necessity  has  been  considerably  increased  by  the  subse- 
quent expenditures  authorised  by  law ; amongst  which  must  be 
particularly  mentioned  the  act  for  the  increase  of  the  navy,  and 
that  for  raising  20,000  men  for  one  year.  Indeed,  considering  the 
general  rate  of  expenditures  resulting  from  the  war  measures 
which  have  been  adopted,  I am  of  opinion,  it  will  be  neees-' 
aary  to  recur  both  to  a modification  or  repeal  of  the  non-importa- 
tion acts  and  to  the  proposed  internal  taxes,  in  order  to  provide  a 
revenue  commensurate  with  those  expences.  When  an  additional 
revenue  of  five  millions  was  believed  sufficient,  that  opinion  was 
predicated  on  the  supposition  made  by  the  committee  that  annual 
fbans  of  only  10  or  1 1 millions  of  dollars  would  be  wanted.  With 
a revenue  of  12  millions  of  dollars  for  this  year,  it  is  ascertained 
that  a loan  of  at  least  sixteen  millions  is  necessary. 

I have  the  honor,  to  be, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Langdon  Cheves, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Committee  Room , February  11,  1813. 

SIR,— The  committee  of  ways  aud  means  are  of  opinion  that  it 
is  expedient  to  raise  an  internal  revenue  for  the  service  of  the  year 
3814,  but  that  it  is  altogether  impracticable,  within  the  present 
session,  to  pass  the  necessary  laws  for  that  purpose : they  have 
therefore  directed  me  to  enquire  of  you,  at  what  time,  in  your 
opinion,  it  will  be  necessary  that  such  laws  should  be  enacted,  in 
order  to  raise  a revenue  which  may  be  collected  in  time  for  the  ser- 
vice of  that  year. 

I am  also  directed  to  bring  to  your  attention  the  last  paragraph 
of  your  letter  to  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  of  the  10th  June, 
1314,  and  to  ask  whether  the  opinion  therein  given  is  applicable 
to  the  present  state  of  things  and  to  the  probable  exigencies  of  the 
government  in  the  year  1814  ? 

As  early  an  answer  as  shall  be  consistent  with  your  convenience 
ss  requested. 

Iam,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

LANGDON  CHEVES. 

The  honorable  Albert  Gallatin , 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Treasury  Department*  February  13th,  1SJ3. 

SIR— In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I have  the  honor  to 
state  that  I still  believe  it  practicable  to  organize  the  taxes  within 
three  or  four  months  after  the  passing  of  the  laws,  in  the  shape 
report' d.  This,  however,  is  only  matter  of  opinion  in  which  I 
may  be  mistaken;  and  it  would  certainly  be  desirable,  if  other 
considerations  do  not  opjiose  it, to  prevent  the  danger  of  disappoint- 
ment by  allowing  more  time  for  the  selection  of  officers,  preparing 
and  transmitting  the  forms  and  instructions,  and  taking  all  other 
steps  necessary  for  the  organization  of  a difficult  and  novel  system, 
which  must  pervade  every  part  of  the  extensive  territory  of  the 
United  States.  The  selection  of  officers  including  the  time  ne- 
cessary to  ascertain  whether  they  will  accept,  is  perhaps  the  ope- 
Tation  most  likely  to  produce  delay. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Honorable  Langdon  Cheves, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  and  documents  were  read. 

Mr.  Cheves , then  introduced  the  bill  abovemen- 
tioned,  which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a second  time  by  a vote  of  44  to  36. 

The  report  and  bill  were  referred  to  a committee 
of  the  whole  house  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Wednesday  next 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  th,e,act  for 
ineveasing  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  without  a division, 


YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  house  resolved  into  a committee  of  the  Whole 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter , Mr.  Pitkin  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  relative  to  the 
compromise  of  the  Yazoo  purchases,  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  committee  of  public  lands  ta 
the  same.  [See  their  report,  pa^e  390.] 

Mr.  Harper  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ments, and  defended  the  claims  of  the  purchasers. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  re- 
port progress,  with  a view  to  lay  the  subject  over 
for  the  session,  which  he  supported  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  not  time  to  discuss  the  subject  fully 
during  the  present  limited  session,  without  neglect- 
ing business  of  immediate  and  pressing  importance. 

Mr,  Clay’s  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Poin- 
dexter, l Fright  and  l Fidgety,  and  supported  by  Mr. 
Bibb  t when  the  question  was  taken  and  carried. 

For  the  motion  . . 63 

Against  it  . . . .48 

Tlie  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress  ; 
and  tine  question  arose  whether  the  committee 
should  have  leave  to  sit  again;  which,  (after  some 
observations  from  Mr.  Stow,  in  favor  of  leave)  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

For  granting  leave  . • 53 

Against  it  65 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  tlie  bill  and  report 
on  the  subject  made  by  tlie  committee  of  public 
lands,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Motion  car- 
ried, by  ayes  63 — noes  50. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
form him  of  his  re-election  to  that  elevated  station, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty, 

Tuesday , Feb.  16. — Mr.  Milnor  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Abolition  Society  of  Philadelphia,  com- 
plaining of  infractions  of  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves,  pray- 
ing that  the  defects  of  the  same  may  be  amended—* 
Referred. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  tlie  treasury,  transmitting  a statement 
of  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  Sept.  1812. 

naturalization  laws. 

On  the  question  of  concurrence  with  the  commit- 
tee in  striking  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill, 
which  deprives  of  his  right  to  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship any  citizen  who  shall  depart  from  and  remaiq 
without  tlie  limits  of  the  United  States  for  a term 
of  two  years — the  yeas  and  nays  were. 

For  striking  out  the  section,  71 

Against  it  43 

Tlie  bill  having  been  thus  amended,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Breekenridge  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  “es- 
tablishing on  elementary  exercise  for  the  infantry  of 
the  militia  and  army  of  the  United  States.” 

[The  bill  proposes  the  adoption  of  the  system  en- 
titled, “A  hand-book  for  infantry,*’  the  author  of 
which  is  William  Duane,  as  the  system  of  elemen- 
tary exercise  for  the  infantry  of  the  militia  and  army 
of  the  United  States.] 

A letter  from  the  present  secretary  of  war  to  the 
military  committee  recommends  tlie  adoption  of  this 
system. 

On  the  question  of  engrossing  the  bill  for  a third 
reading — 

Considerable  debate  took  place,  Mr.  Tallmadge 
and  Mr.  Quincy  opposing,  and  Mr.  Williams  and 
Mr.  Johnston  supporting  it. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Turner  to  amend  the 
bill  so.  ag  to  confine  its  effects  to.  the  army  of  the 
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States,  and  not  to  extend  it  to  the  militia ; which  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole  house  on  the  bill  for  releasing  to  the  own- 
ers of  privateers  ali  claims  of  the  United  States  un- 
der the  non -importation  law,  to  British  property  tak- 
en on  board  of  American  vessels. 

After  some  minutes  spent  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. — Adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  17. — Mr  Little  introduced  the 
following  resolution  with  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  polic}'  of  the  non-importation  act,  to  which  lie 
avowed  himself  to  lie  very  friendly,  and  to  the  sus- 
pension of  which  he  was  opposed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  report  to  this 
house  a bill  or  bills  laying  taxes  for  the  support  of 
the  war.  j 

It  was  agreed  to  consider  this  resolution,  ayes  66 
nays  38.  After  a desultory  debate  of  two  hours,  a 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  nega 
tived,  60  to  45.  Messrs.  Little,  Stow,  Wright  and 
M’Kim  supported,  and  Messrs.  Grundy,  Bibb,  Rich- 
ardson and  Cheves  opposed  it,  on  various  grounds. 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
resolution,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  an  -instruc- 
tion to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  report  a 
bill  or  bills,  pursuant  to  a report  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  on  this  subject,  which  passed  the 
house  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1812. 

This  modification  of  the  motion  was  accepted  by 
-YLr.  Little. 

As  this  contained  a definite  instruction  ~Mv. Cheves, 
as  a member  of  the  committee,  from  delicacy,  with- 
drew his  opposition,  but  declared  it  impracticable 
to  pass  these  bills  the  present  session.  After  some 
remarks  from  Messrs.  Roberts,  Johnson,  and  Wid- 
gery,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and 
determined  as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Dawson, 
Desha,  Earle,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy, 
Hawes,  Hufty,  Lacock,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Moore,  Metcalf,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Pleasants,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sam- 
mons, Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stow, 
Taliaferro,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Winn,  Wright.— 48. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,  Bacon,  Baker,  Blackledge,  Boyd, 
Breckenridge,  Carr,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Clay,  Cochran,  Condit, 
Cutts,  Davenport,  Davis,  Dinsmoor,  Ely,  Fisk,  Fitch,  Gold,  Golds- 
borough,  Gray,  Grosvenor,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hyneman, 
Jackson, Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Law,  Lewis,  Macon,  M‘ Bride,  M*Coy, 
M‘Kee,  M‘Kim,  Milnor,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Moseley,  Newbold, 
Ormshy,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin, Porter,  Potter,  Rhea,  Rod- 
man,  Sawyer,  Sevier,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Strong,  Stnrges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Tracy,  Troup,  Turner,  Van  Cortlaudt,  Wheaton,  Wid- 
gery,  Wilson.— 59. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  engrossed  supplementary  naturalization  bill 
Was  recommitted. 

The  engrossed  bill  establishing  an  elementary  ex- 
ercise for  the  infantry  of  the  army  and  militia  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 
For  the  bill  56 

Against  it  28 

The  house  then  went  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the  year  1813, and 
filled  up  the  blanks. 


of  establishing  a point  where  domestic  manufacture?? 
should  be  received,  purchased  and  sold.  To  that 
sketch  we  refer  for  particulars  ; and  at  this  time 
would  merely  introduce  a polite  note  from 'William 
Haslett,  esq.  the  worthy  president  of  the  institu- 
tion, to  shew  its  growing  business.  We  rejoice  that 
it  presents  a faithful  epitome  of  the  general  situa- 
tion of  the  country. 

Mn.  H.  Niles, 

SIR — Subjoined  you  have  the  amount  of  sale9 
of  domestic  manufactured  goods,  by  the  Athenian. 
Society,  since  the  commencement  of  the  institution. 
Knowing  you  to  be  friendly  to  such  establishments, 
I hand  you  the  statement  to  use  as  you  may  deem; 
proper.  With  respect. 

Yours, 

WILLIAM  HASLETT, 

President  of  the  Athenian  Society . 


Am’t.  of  sales  during  the  year  1809, 
1810, 
1811, 
1812, 

Baltimore , 5th  Feb.  1813. 


$17,608 

•32,137 

51,519 

80,893 


Athenian  Society  of  Baltimore. 

In  vol.  I.  page  461,  of  the  Weekly  Register,  is  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  that  delight 
ful  institution,  the  “ Athenian  Society  of  Baltimore ,’ 

which  originated  in  the  patriotism  of  a few  individu-  of  it  will  make  its  way  into  every  vessel,  let  the 
als,who  associated  and  made  a little  common  stock  of  my  be  as  vigilant  as  he  may ; and  all  have  some  Ame- 
$20,000,  in  shares  of  20  dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  I ricana  on  board  to  form  a rallying  point,  In  the  Bri- 


Annoyance  of  the  Enemy. 

It  is  the  practice  of  every  nation,  and  of  our  ene- 
my, Great  Britain,  above  all  others,  (who  has  been* 
frequently  indebted  for  her  splendid  victories  more 
to  the  cunning  of  her  intrigues,  than  the  power  of 
her  arms)  to  encourage  desertions  from  the  military 
forces  of  their  foe,  and  promote  disaffection  in  all 
his  hostile  establishments.  The  procedure  is  ac- 
cepted as  a part  of  the  law  of  nations  ; and  is  a uni- 
versal practice,  sanctioned  by  immemorial  usage. 

We  would  not  retaliate  on  Great  Britain  the  same 
measure  that  she  metes  to  us.  We  would  not  scalp 
Englishmen;  nor  tomahawk  women  and  infants.  We 
would  not  disturb  the  sleep  of  the  cradle  by  the 
crackling  flames  of  the  cottage,  wantonly  destroyed. 
Nor  would  we  starve  those  that  fall  into  our  hands 
as  prisoners  of  war ; or  confine  them  so  that  they 
should  perish  for  want  of  fresh  air ; much  less  com- 
pel them  to  fight  against  their  country.  But  we 
would  use  every  legitimate  means  to  harrass  the  ene- 
my and  bring  him  to  terms,  and  distress  him  in  eve- 
ry possible  shape. 

It  is  understood  that  the  naval  force  of  Great  Bri- 
tain is  composed  of  the  most  combustible  materials. 
The  fact  is  proved  by  the  great  reluctance  with 
which  her  seamen  return  to  the  service — they  have 
no  joy  in  leaving  our  prisons  for  British  freedom. — 
Let  this  spirit  of  disaffection  be  promoted  to  the  ut- 
most— it  only  wants  encouragement  to  do  might} 
tilings  for  us.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  very  means  that 
Providence  has  permitted,  to  prostrate  the  Colossus 
that  stretches  from  one  pole  to  the  other,  and  fills 
the  intermediate  space  with  rapine,  robbery  and 
blood. 

If  congress  were  to  pass  a law  offering  a bounty 
of  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  per  gun,  for  every 
gun  a British  vessel  shall  carry,  which' British  sea- 
men may  seize  upon  and  bring  into  our  ports,  with 
a pledge  of  future  protection  to  those  who  made 
such  seizures,  and  the  fact  was  made  known  by 
public  proclamation  of  the  president,  the  act  being 
annexed,  it  is  thought  the  British  officers  would  at 
least  be  more  wary  in  their  movements,  if  we  did  not. 
speedily  obtain  ships  enough  to  compel  them  to  be  so 
The  thing  is  worthy  an  experiment ; and  a knowledge 

ene- 


396 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — EVENTS  OF  TILE  WAR. 


«tish  fleets  are  many  thousand  manufacturers,  who 
•would  gladly  return  to  their  old  habits.  We  can 
give  them  profitable  employ,  and  thus  use  them 
peaceably , but  effectually,  to  fight  the  battles  oi 
independence. 

The  proclamation  ought  to  be  openly  issued,  and 
some  millions  of  copies  printed,  that  every  person 
may  have  of  them.  If  Great  Britain  should  object 
to  this,  we  will  refer  her  to  her  own  order  in  council, 
issued  during  the  embargo , to  encourage  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  violate  the  laws  of  their  country  ; we 
will  direct  her  to  the  case  of  Benedict  Arnold ; and 
in  the  journals  of  the  revolutionary  congress  find 
precedents  enough,  on  her  part,  to  sustain  the  pro- 
cedure at  common  laiv.  Her  best  friends  will  hardly 
have  the  impudence  to  condemn  it  ; nor  will  the 
most  relkfious  declare  it  immoral.  It  is  legitimate 
war;  and  Great  Britain  may,  in  return,  seduce  as 
many  of  our  seamen  as  she  can — only  let  her  stop 
impressing. 


Of 

MILITARY. 

It  is  stated  in  an  Augusta  paper,  that  general 
Flournoy  has  determined  to  employ  the  Tennessee 
volunteers  with  captain  Saunders  rifle  company,  in 
an  expedition  against  the  Seminole  Indians  ; and 
adds  “if  so,  the  fate  of  that  nation  is  sealed.” 

Sometime  ago,  the  house  of  one  Pomeroy , a ta- 
vern keeper  at  Buffalo , was  attacked  by  a mob  and 
partly  demolished,  in  consequence  of  its  being  under 
stood  he  had  said  that  “he  wished  that  everyone 
that  crossed  to  fight  the  British  might  be  killed,” 
or  words  to  that  effect.  Of  this  mob  which  consist- 
ed of  a large  assemblage  of  soldiers  and  citizens, 
amounting  to  several  hundreds,  it  appears  that  five. 
Or  at  most  six,  of  the  Baltimore  Volunteers,  formed 
a part ; but  in  pursuance  of  the  fixed  determination 
of  some  men  to  depress  the  character  of  this  city, 
unfortunate  enough  in  the  disasters  that  occurred, 
they  have  charitably  attributed  the  whole  affair  to 
the  elegant  corps  that  marched  hence  to  sustain 
their  country’s  honor;  notwithstanding  the  highest 
authority  is  staring  them  in  the  face,  to  the  contrary. 
This  is  cruel,  but  not  more  malicious  than  might 
have 'been  expected.  Lieut.  Irvine , of  that  corps, 
editor  of  the  Baltimore  Whig , has  been  charged  as 
the  leader  of  the  mob  ; but  the  truth  is,  he  was  the 
most  active  of  all  men  to  suppress  it.  The  affair  is* 
noticed  only  by  way  of  memorandum  ; and  we  gladly 
seize  the  opportunity  to  say  that  when  the  troops 
under  general  Smyth  were  ordered  to  cross,  one  hun- 
dred and  three  of  this  corps  were  cheerfully  in  the 
boats— /bur  only  were  absent,  and  they  were  sick  in 
the  hospital. 

A letter  from  Hampton,.  (~ near  Norfolk,  J dated 
February  10,  says — “We  have  been  for  several  days 
in  a bustle,  on  account  of  a British  squadron  com- 
ing into  the  Chesapeake  ; an  invasion  from  them  was 
the  general  opinion,  and  as  we  were  illy  prepared  to 
meet  them,  it  required  the  greatest  exertions  to  get 
ourselves  in  any  kind  of  readiness  to  m^ke  a stand 
against  the  enemy. 

' The  agility  of  man  could  not  exceed  what  was 
performed  in  this  town  in  a few  hours.  Every  man 
turned  out  and  continued  under  arms  the  whole 
night.  Expresses  were  sent  round  the  country,  and 
the  ensuing  day  the  militia  were  flocking  in  from 
every  quarter  ; a dispatch  being  sent  on  to  the  go- 
vernor a sufficient  number  of  troops  were  ordered 
out  immediately;  they  are  at  this  time  nearly  or- 
ganized and  perfect  serenity  decks  'ever/  brow. 
The  governor  has  headed  the  troops  destined  for 


Norfolk,  and  is  now  on  his  march  to  that  place .<** 
The  admiral  (Warren)  has  been  greatly  irritate# 
from  a reply  sent  him  by  the  colonel  of  Princess 
Ann  county,  where  he  had  sent  a flag  of  truce  to 
obtain  water,  offering  to  quit  his  station  and  proceed 
to  sea  if  his  request  was  granted  ; the  patriotic  old 
gentleman  sent  him  word,  if  he  wanted  water  to  go 
to  Hampton  for  It,  meaning  to  freshen  his  memory 
relative  to  the  water  cask  business ; by  some  cap- 
tains who  were  prisoners  on  board  his  vessel,  we  am 
informed  that  Warren  got  into  a great  passion  and 
swore  that  he  would  have  water  at  the  risk  of  his 
squadron.  What  he  will  attempt  is  all  surmise.— 
One  thing  is  certain,  if  lie  lands  at,  or  near  this 
place,  but  few  of  his  men  will  ever  do  him  service 
again,  for  never  was  such  a spirit  of  fighting  in  the 
hearts  of  men.  The  Spartan  Ilamptonians  long  for 
a conflict  with  their  sanguinary  enemy  Warren 
takes  every  vessel  that  passes  him,  even  to  oyster 
boats.  If  any  of  those  licensed  gentry  attempts  to 
go  sea,  be  stops  tliem  and  sends  them  back  to  their 
ports.  Some  think  its  to  prevent  them  from  going 
out  fearing  they  would  give  information  to  ths 
French  frigates  that  they  expect  in  the  Chesapeake 
every  day.” 

In  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  the  enemy 
at  Norfolk,  as  stated  in  our  last,  the  legislature  of 
Virginia  authorised  the  governor  to  call  out  certain 
portions  of  the  neighboring  militia,  with  several 
troops  of  horse,  and  some  companies  of  volunteers  $ 
all  which  reached  the  place  of  destination  at  an  ear* 
ly  date,  and  are  under  the  command  of  the  govern- 
or in  person.  Several  members  of  the  legislature 
have  shouldered  their  muskets.  _ 

The  Virginians  have  seized  their  arms,  as  if  one. 
soul  actuated  the  whole  people,  to  resist  the  British 
in  the  Chesapeake,  and  defend  the  coast.  The  pa- 
pers published  on  this  matter  are  of  great  length ; 
but  we  content  ourselves  with  merely  observing  that 
— we  almost  wish  the  British  may  attempt  a landing. 

Norfolk,  Feb.  12. — By  the  last  accounts  from  the 
bay  side,  there  were  said  to  be  eight  frigates,  and 
six  smaller  vessels  at  anchor  in  the  bay.  Three  be  s 
were  manned  out  from  the  squadron  on  Wednesday 
for  the  purpose  of  burning  the  schr.  LuCretia,  r;  ra- 
tioned in  our  last.  She  being  aground  within  ih.  y 
yards  of  the  shore— the  boats  were  fired  upon  by  a 
party  of  the  Princess  Ann  militia  under  lieut.  Stone, 
and  repulsed  without  affecting  their  object.  , 

Chieicothe,  Feb.  6,  1813. 

Last  evening,  an  express  arrived  in  town  from 
gen.  Harrison,  We  publish  extracts  of  two  letters 
written  by  him  to  governor  Meigs.  It  is  with  pride, 
we  state,  that,  though  overpowered  by  numbers — 
yet  the  brave  Kentucky ans  have  done  their  duty. 
General  Harrison  and  the  army  under  him,  are  in 
good  health  and  spirits, 

Extracts  of  letters  from  general  Harrison  to  govern,  er 
•Meigs,  dated 

Head-Quarters,  Portace  River,  Jan.  29, 1813. 

“A  Frenchman  arrived  here,  this  evening,  bvway 
of  Lower  Sandusky,  from  the  river  Raisin,  which 
place  he  left  on  the  night  of  the  24th.  He  says,  that 
there  must  have  been  six  hundred  of  our  troops 
taken  prisoners — that  the  greater  part  of  our  men 
fought  most,  desperately,  and  would  have  beaten  the 
enemy  if  the  centre  of  the  line,  had  not  given  way, 
and  they  had  been  well  supplied  with  ammunition 
which  had  been  unfortunately  placed  in  a house  at 
some  distance.  He  counted  sixty  one  of  the  enemy’s 
killed,  which  were  removed  after  the  action  in  sleds, 
and  he  asserts  he  heard  a British  colonel  admit,  that 
tire  loss  on  their  sid<;  in  killed,  was  equal  to  cur$< 
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1 sent  two  men,  two  days  ago  to  ascertain  the  situa- 
tion of  the  enemy  and  our  wounded.  The  French- 
man states,  that  the  latter  were  left  at  the  river  Rai- 
sin. I shall  march  the  day  after  to-morrow  for  the 
Rapids,  and  from  there  as  soon  as  I get  up  the  ar- 
tillery— the  progress  of  which  has  been  stopped  by 
excessive  rains.  The  Frenchman  is  certain,  that 
general  Winchester,  colonel  Lewis  and  brigade- 
major  Gerrard,  are  among  the  prisoners.” 

JlEAn-QrARTEns,  Portage  River,  31st  Jan.  1813* 
“This  morning,  two  spies  whom  I had  sent  in  to 
the  River  Raisin,  have  returned.  They  give  a still 
more  favorable  account  of  the  action,  than  that  be- 
fore received.  They  say,  that  a considerable  larger 
number  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  than  of  our  men, 
and  that,  after  resisting  every  assault  of  the  British, 
and  charging  the  latter  successfully  several  -times — 
they  did  not  surrender  until  after  the  return  of  the 
Indians  from  the  pursuit  of  those  who  had  retreated 
in  the  commencement  of  the  action.  There  were 
in >o  thousand  otie  hundred  men  on  the  side  of  the 
British.” 

[A  post-script  to  the  Pittsburgh  Mercury  says  that 
gen.  Harrison  was  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  on 
the  6th  instant/] 

Generous  Kentucky. — The  news  of  the  disaster  un- 
der Winchester  has  added  a new  flame  to  the  ardor  of 
the  west.  A letter  dated  Lexington , Feb.  3,  says — 
“When  the  news  arrived  at  Frankfort  last  evening, 
almost  the  whole  town  were  at  the  theatre,  the  go- 
vernor among  the  rest : He  was  called  out,  and  of 
course,  the  news  soon  spread  through  the  house  ; at 
the  conclusion  of  the  third  act,  the  whole  audience 
had  retired.  Here  you  see, fathers  going  about  half 
distracted,  while  mothers,  wives  and  sisters  are 
weeping  at  home.  The  voice  of  lamentation  is  loud; 
the  distress  is  deep  ; yet  neither  public  nor  private 
distress  can  damp  the  ardor  of  the  people.  Already 
they  propose  raising  a new  army  to  revenge  the  loss 
of  their  brave  countrymen.  It  is  confidently  expect- 
ed our  town  will  raise  a company  in  a few  days.  You 
witnessed  the  emotion  of  all  ranks  of  people  after 
the  shameful  surrender  of  Hull.  I need  only  say,  the 
'same  spirit  prevails  at  present.” 

All  the  officers  and  soldiers  attached  to  the  U. 
States  forces  on  the  Niagara  frontier  are  ordered 
immediately  to  join  their  respective  corps. 

The  U.  States  volunteers  were  ordered  from  Buf- 
falo to  Utica,  with  a supposed  destination  for  Sack - 
etts  Harbor.  But  in  consequence  of  the  news  of 
Winchester’s  defeat,  they  remain  as  they  were. — 
Desertions  to  Buffalo,  from  the  British  side,  are  fre- 
quent. 

Captain  Butler  who  distinguished  himself  in  the 
battle  of  Mississinewa,  is  a son  of  the  brave  gen. 
Butler  who  was  killed  in  St.  Clair’s  defeat.  The  son 
now  commands  the  Pittsburgh  Blues — a handsome 
company  of  twelve  months  volunteers. 

Letters  from  the  cantonment  near  Plattsburg  speak 
of  the  situation  of  the  soldiery  in  winter  quarters  as 
exceedingly  comfortable — abundant  supplies  are  at 
hand. 

A letter  from  brig.  gen.  Lcftwich,  commanding 
the  detachment  from  Virginia  in  the  North-Western 
army,  dated  at  Delaware,  (O.)  Dec.  18,  1812,  has 
been  published ; in  which  he  speaks  in  very  high 
terms  of  the  good  order  and  discipline  of  the  bri- 
gade. 

The  recruiting  service  goes  on  handsomely  in  Bos- 
ton. Seventeen  men  were  enlisted  by  one  party  in 
one  day. 

We  understand  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  annulled  the  power  of  Andrew  Allen, 
jtln.  esq.  hrtfc  Britflfi  d-nrelfl  fnr  ffTc.  esStTern  states  ; 


and  that  he  has  beendirected  to  repair  to,  and  remain 
at  Worcester,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  depart-" 
mentof  state.  Bost.  Chron. 

NAVAL. 

“lUbetfje  Constitution !” 

In  our  last  was  inserted  a political  essay  in  favor  ©f 
the  Constitution — we  now'  give  a practical  proof 
of  its  power!— Is  it  not  ominous  to  the  British 
party  that  in  two  attempts  to  destroy  the  Consti- 
tution, “his  majesty’s”  ships  and  servants  have 
been  blown  to  atoms  ? May  such  fo never  be  the 
fate  of  tlie  wretch  that  assails  it,  whether  he  he 
a knave  of  foreign  or  domestic  growth. 

We  have  not  language  to  express  our  feelings  on  this 
glorious  occasion — the  vengeance- charged  vankee 
guns  have  again  prostrated  the  bloody  cross. 

The  official  account  is  not  yet  received. 

Splendid  Naval  Victory 

By  the  frigate  Constitution , commodore  Bainhridgr. 

Wilmington,  (Del.)  Feb.  I?. 
We  have  been  obligingly  favored  by  major  Robert 
Carr,  who  has  just  returned  from  New-Castle,  with 
the  following  interesting  account  of  another  splen- 
did naval  victory. 

The  account  w'as  brought  to  New-Castle  by  an 
officer  of  the  Constitution,  who  had  just  landed 
from  a schooner,  prize  to  the  Hornet,  who  was  in 
sight  at  the  close  of  the  action,  and  from  whose 
journal  major  Carr  extracted  it.  The  officer  has 
gone  on  to  Washington  with  despatches.  £He  passed 
through  Baltimore  yesterday  morning.] 

“Dec.  29,  1812,  at  meridian,  lat.  13,  6,  S.  long. 
36,  W.  10  leagues  from  St.  Salvador,  descried  a 
sail,  which  was  soon  discovered  to  be  an  English 
frigate.  We  took  in  mainsail  and  royals,  tacked 
ship  and  stood  for  her.  At  50  minutes  past  1,  p.  ar. 
the  enemy  bore  down  with  intention  of  raking  ug, 
which  we  avoided  by  wearing, 

At  2 P.  M.  enemy  within  half  a mile  and  to  wind- 
ward ; having  hauled  dowh  his  colors,  except  union 
jack  at  mizen-mast  head  ; the  Constitution  fired  one 
gun  ahead  of  the  enemy  to  make  him  shew  his  eo- 
lors,  on  which  he  gave  us  his  whole  broadside.  A 
general  action  with  round  and  grape  shot  then  com- 
nicnced,  the  enemy  keeping  at  a much  greater  dis- 
tance than  we  wished,  but  we  could  not  bring  him 
to  close  action,  without  exposing  ourselves  to  severe 
raking.  Both  vessels  manoeuvred,  some  times  to  rake 
and  avoid  being  raked. 

At  2 P.  M.  commenced  aetion  within  good  grape 
canister  distance.  At  30  minutes  past  2,  our  wheel 
was  entirely  shot  away.  At  40  minutes  past  2,  de- 
termined to  close  with  the  enemy  notwithstanding 
his  raking  fire  ; set  fore  and  mainsail,  and  luffed  up 
close  to  him-  At  fifty  minutes  past  2,  the  enemy’s 
jib-boom  got  foul  of  our  mizen  rigging. 

At  3,  head  of  the  enemy’s  bowsprit  and  jib-boom 
shot  away  by  us.  At  5 minutes  past  3,  shot  away 
enemy’s  main-top-mast  just  above  the  cap.  At  40 
minutes  past  3,  shot  away  their  gaff  and  spanker 
boom.  At  55  minutes,  shot  away  their  mizen-mast 
nearly  by  the  board.  At  5 minutes  past  4,  having 
completely  silenced  the  enemy,  and  his  colors  in 
the  main  being  down,  we  supposed  he  had  struck, 
and  shot  ahead  to  repair  our  rigging,  which  wug 
much  cut,  leaving  the  enemy  a complete  wreck. 

Soon  after  we  discovered  the  enemy’s  flag  still 
flying.  At  20  minutes  past  4,  the  enemy’s  main- 
mast went  by  the  board.  At  50  minutes  past  4,  we 
wore  ship  and  stood  for  the  enemy. 

At  25  minutes  past  5,  got  close  to  her  in  anef* 
fectual  position  for  raking’,  athwart  her  bows,  .and  at 
fff*  very  vrTsffmx  tve. were  to  give  our  iftoart- 
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side,  the  enemy  prudently  struck  his  colors.  Lieut. 
Parker  was  sent  on  board  to  take  possession  of  the 
prize,  which  proved  to  be  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
ship  JAVA,  rating  38  but  mounting  49  guns,  com- 
manded by  captain  Lambert,  a distinguished  officer, 
who  was  mortally  wounded,  with  a crew  of  upwards 
of 400  men,  besides  100  supernumerary  men,  going 
out  to  the  East  Indies  for  different  ships  there. 

On  board  were  a number  of  passengers  among 
whom  were  lieut.  gen.  Hislop,  governor  of  Bombay, 
major  Walker  and  capt.  Wood  of  his  staff',  captain 
Marshall,  mas.  and  com.  in  the  royal  navy,  and  se- 
veral officers  appointed  to  ships  in  the  East  Indies. 

On  board  the  Java  were  60  killed  and  170  wound- 
ed. The  Constitution  had  9 killed  and  25  wounded. 

She  had  on  board  despatches  for  St.  Helena,  cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  the  different  establishments  in 
the  East  Indies  and  China,  and  eopper  for  a 74  and 
2 frigates  building  at  Bombay.  The  crew  with  the 
officers  baggage  being  taken  out,  the  ship  was  set 
on  fire  Jan.  1,  and  blew  up,  being  so  crippled  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  bring  her  into  port. 

Commodore  BAiNBitiDeE  was  slightly  wounded. 

The  letter  of  marque  schooner  Lottery,  of  Balti- 
more, outward  bound,  6 guns,  and  about  35  men, 
has  been  taken  in  the  Chesepeake  by  nine  large 
boats,  heavily  armed  and  having  240  men,  after  a gal- 
lant fight  of  an  hour  and  a half— in  which  the  British 
are  supposed  to  have  lost  more  men  than  the  whole 
•Crew  of  the  Lottery  consisted  of.  A dear  purchase. 
Captain  Sojithcomb  being  badly  wounded,  the  enemy 
boarded,  and  pulled  down  the  colors  themselves  ! 

A band  of  veterans  from  the  British  squadron, 
landed  at  the  lighthouse  on  Cape  Henry , and  bravely 
attacked  the  pantry  and  smoke  house  of  the  keeper, 
and  captured  his  hams,  minced  pies  and  sausages— 
after  which  they  returned  with  flying  colors  to  their 
ships.  “ England  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty  /” 
This  brilliant  affair  took  place  on  the  14th  instant. 

The  United  States  frigate  Chesapeake,  captain 
Evans,  boarded  an  American  vessel  when  nine  days 
out  from  Lisbon,  about  45  days  ago.  We  have  no 
particulars  of  what  she  has  been  doing. 

The  letter  of  marque  schooner  Cora  of  Baltimore , 
from  Nantz,  with  a very  valuable  cargo,  was  taken 
by  the  British  squadron  in  the  bay.  She  was  attack- 
ed by  a pilot  boat  with  a nine  pounder  and  three 
launches  which  she  beat  off ; but  a 74  and  a brig 
came  up  arxl  she  was  forced  to  strike.  During  the 
chase  four  men  made  their  escape  from  the  Cora  in  a 
boat  and  landed  on  Cape  Henry.  They  were  pursu- 
ed so  near  the  shore  by  a boat  from  the  enemy  squa* 
dron,  that  four  of  the  Englishmen  wei’e  shot  by  the 
militia  on  the  beach,  when  the  chase  was  given  up. 
The  blockade  is  most  rigorously  enforced.  Swedish 
and  Spanish  vessels  have  been  refused  admittance , 
and  ordered  to  other  ports,  and  all  going  out  are 
stopped.  The  schooner  Lucretia  of  Boston,  seized 
by  them,  went  ashore  in  a gale,  and  the  midship- 
man and  five  seamen  having  charge  of  her  were 
made  prisoners. 

The  British  appear  disposed  to  attempt  to  fulfil 
the  prophecies  of  Mr.  Canning's  “friends  in  Ame- 
rica,” in  part.  They  are  blockading  the  Chesapeake , 
and  Delaware , -and  are  occasionally  off  jYew-York. — 
We  should  assist  them  by  laying  a rigid  embargo 
— at  any  rate  prohibit  all  trade  to  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, through  neutrals , as  they  are  called,  or  Bri- 
tish-protected ships.  Sir  John  il.  Warren's  conduct 
has  greatly  shocked  the  British  license  holders  in 
Baltimore,  Alexandria , 8cc.  but  they  excuse  him, 
because  he  wants  to  entrap  an  expected  French 
fleets  Meek  and  charitable  1 


The  Dolphin  privateer  of  Baltimore,  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  with  10  guns,  and  only  60  men  in  the 
whole,  engaged  at  the  same  time  a ship  of  16  guns, 
and  40  men,  and  a brig  of  10  guns,  and  25  men,  and 
gallantly  captured  them  both.  The  ship,  was  from 
Smyrna  and  the  brig  from  -Malta , large  vessels,  with 
very  rich  cargoes.  They  were  ordered  for  the  first 
port  in  the  United  States.  The  ship  is  perhaps  the 
most  valuable  vessel-taken  on  either  side,  since  the 
war.  We  shall  heartily  greet  her  safe  arrival.  The 
Dolphin  lost  four  men  in . the  engagement.  She 
passed  through  the  British  squadron  in  our  bay, 
forcing  the  small  vessels  out  of  their  course.  The 
captain  of  the  British  ship,  smarting  with  his  wound, 
said,  “he  did  not  expect  to  find  a d — d Yankee 
privateer  in ‘that  part  of  the  world,”  but  was  given 
to  understand  that  by  and  bye  captures  might 
be  made  in  the  Thames,  at  which  he  wondered 
greatly  ! 

The  following  is  honorable  to  all  parties  concerned 
in  it — we  should  be  glad  to  see  such  things  from  the 
other  side  of  the  water. 

W.  A.  Brigham,  lately  captured  in  the  British 
merchant  ship  Hebe  under  his  command,  by  the 
United  States  privateer  Dolphin,  captain  W.  S.  Staf- 
ford, after  a severe  contest,  begs  to  make  public  and 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  sense  he  has  of  the  very 
kind  and  humane  treatment  he  and  his  crew  experi- 
enced on  board  the  Dolphin — during  a passage  of  five 
weeks  from  the  time  of  capture  to  our  arrival  at 
this  porf.  That  all  wearing  apparel  and  private  pro- 
perty was  given  up  to  the  prisoners  and  the  wound- 
ed, eight  in  number,  most  diligently  and  tenderly 
attended.  W.  A.  Brigham  being  badly  wounded  by 
a musket  shot  and  much  burnt,  experienced  a very 
great  share  of  this  attention  from  Dr.  Chidester,  the 
surgeon,  which  together  with  the/  tender  sympathy 
and  goodness  of  captain  Stafford  added  much  to  his 
recovery  and  happiness.  Should  the  fortune  of  war 
ever  throw  captain  Stafford  or  any , of  his  crew  into 
the  hands  of  the  British,  it  is  sincerely  hoped  he 
will  meet  a similar  treatment 

Baltimore,  February  \6ih,  1813. 

In  a Jamaica  paper  of  the  19th  December,  we 
have  a particular  account  of  the  shipwreck  of  the 
British  frigate  Southampton  and  late  United  States 
brig  Vixen,  her  prize*  on  a reef  of  rocks  not  laid 
down  on  any  chart,  near  the  island  of  Conception, 
one  of  the  Bahamas.  There  were  no  lives  lost.  The 
officers  and  crews  have  arrived  at  Port  Royal  in  the 
Rhodian  brig.  The  Vixen  was  captured  after  a 
chase  of  nine  hours  ; and  when  shipwrecked,  her 
officers  and  crew  behaved  so  much  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  Sir  James  />.  Yeo,  that  he  summoned  them 
together  and  expressed  his  approbation,  stating 
that  he  would  exert  himself  to  obtain  for  thera 
every  preference  and  accommodation  in  his  power. 

Dashing. — An  American  privateer,  name  as  yefe 
unknown,  entered  the  roads  at  Bridgetown,  Barba* 
does  and  cut  out  a very  valuable  ship,  in  the  face 
of  seven  men  of  war  then  lying  there,  and  carried 
her  off. 

The  British  government  has  sent  orders  to  the 
West  Indies  that  no  fleet  shall  sail  without  a convoy 
of  three  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  ! This  is 
a handsome  compliment  to  our  naval  heroes.  The 
British  privateers  are  capturing  licensed  vessels 
bound  to  St.  Bartholomews. 

The  cartel  ship  Bostwick,  has  arrived  at  New- 
York,  from  Bermuda,  with  480  American  prisoners 
on  board.  We  hail  their  restoration  to  their  coun- 
try. Among  them  are  the  officers  and  crew  from  the 
Essex  frigate  taken  in  the  packet  Nocton,  (see 
prize  list  No.  336)  recaptured — and  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the.  High  Flyer  and  Twser  priratfee&f* 
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famous  for  their  successes,  but  at  Ia3t  overtaken  by 
superior  force. 

, Two  74’s  and  two  frigates  are  cruising  off  Ma- 
deira, in  two  squadrons. 

The  Saucy  Jack  of  Charleston,  has  captured,  af- 
ter a smart  action,  a very  valuable  brig  from  Eelfast, 
for  Jamaica,carrying  twelve  12  pounders — also  the 
ship  Morton,  from  London,  with  a cargo  invoiced  at 
£ 70,000  sterling.  Ordered  them  in  ; expected  dai- 
ly to  fall  in  with  a fleet,  and  have  the  “pleasure  of 
shewing  them  the  Yankee  stripes.” 

Of  seven  heavy  armed  transports  that  left  Eng- 
land about  the  8th  of  November  for  Halifax,  one  has 
been  wrecked,  (the  Diligence)  one  has  been  taken 
and  sent  into  the  Delaware,  (the  Lady  Johnson)  and 
one  is  missing,  supposed  to  have  foundered.  The 
others  have  arrived. 

Disgraceful. — The  brig  Cosmopolite,  from  New- 
York  for  Cadiz,  was  boarded  on  the  south  tail  of 
the  Grand  Hank  by  “his  majesty’s”  ship  Atalanta. 
The  captain  of  the  brig  supposing  it  was  the  United 
States  vessel  the  Hornet,  was  on  board  two  days — 
but  at  last  finding  that  the  ship  belonged  to  the 
enemy,  he  produced  the  enemy's  license  and  was  suf- 
fered to  proceed.  How  ignominious  ! 


The  Noa-Importation  Law. 

The  political  feeling  of  Baltimore  never  received 
so  rude  a shock  as  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  recommending  “a  partial  suspension 
of  the  non-importation  law.*  The  same  sensation  is 
felt  wherever  the  intelligence  has  arrived,  by  every 
friend  of  the  constitution  and  government  of  theUnited 
States.  If  any  man  will  read  the  evidence  produc- 
ed in  the  British  house  of  commons,  he  will  readily 
and  certainly  perceive  that  this  law  is  one  of  our 
strongest  weapons.  The  facts  therein  so  feelingly 
made  known  are  notorious  to  every  member  of  con- 
gress ; and  if  to  “aid  and  comfort  the  enemy”  is 
treason,  we  know  not  how  the  enemy  can  be  more 
powerfully  aided  and  comforted  than  by  receiving 
his  manufactures,  situated  as  he  is  at  present.  The 
condition  of  his  laborers  is  dreadful  for  the  want  of 
employ ; and  every  day  adds  to  the  general  amount 
of  distress  that  will  coerce  the  government  to  jus- 
tice. If  this  law  should  pass,  we  sincerely  hope  that 
some  person  will  introduce  a bill  to  prevent  onr  land 
and  naval  forces  from  using  lead  or  iron  bullets,  or- 
dering them  to  be  made  of  corn-meal  or  some  other 
“funny- war”  material.  This  vascillation  being  per- 
severed in,  will  have  the  double  effect  of  depressing 
the  spirit  of  America  and  of  raising  the  hopes  of 
Great  Britain , already  sufficiently  excited  by  her 
friends  resident  here.  Heaven  help  us,  if  there  are 
no  other  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  than  by  giving 
the  most  efficient  aid  to  the  enemy  ! Feed  the  British 
and  buy  their  goods,  and  they  will  fight  us  fifty  years. 
By  licenses  they  will  regulate  our  trade  ; and  push 
their  whole  force  to  seize  on  that  they  may  not  “per- 
mit1' us  to  have. 

It  is  truly  unfortunate  that  congress  are  not  in- 
vested with  the  power  of  laying  a duty  on  exports. 
1 he  readiness  with  which  the  British  “graciously” 
permit  our  vessels  laden  with  certain  commodities 


to  traverse  the  ocean,  shews  their  necessity  of  them- 
In  that  case  the  enemy,  as  the  consumer , would  be 
taxed,  but  in  receiving  .his  goods  we  tax  ourselves, 
being  the  consumers.  However  plain  this  appeal's, 
there  are  some  who  make  great  speeches  and  write 
long  essays,  to  shew'  how  the  merchants  pay  the  taxes! 
The  credit  is  more  justly  due  to  the  custom-house  offi- 
cers, who  compel  the  merchants  to  pay  into  the  pub-r 
lie  treasury  the  money  they  themselves  exact  from 
the  people. 

We  have  long  designed  to  lay  before  our  read- 
ers an  abstract  of  the  evidence  produced  in  the 
house  of  commons  (which  effected  the  partial  repeal 
of  the  orders  in  council)  and  shall  do  it  before  long. 
There  is  nothing  more  clear  to  my  mind  than  that 
our  restrictive  measures,  and  not  the  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees,  brought  about  a revocation  of  these 
unjust  edicts.  What  then  shall  tempt  us  to  aban- 
don them,  and  harrass  our  own  rising  manufactures  j 


Tonnage  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  as  usual,  a “letter  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  transmitting  his  annual  statement  of 
the  district  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1812,  together  with  an  expla- 
natory letter,  from  the  register  of  the  treasury.” 
As  in  vol.  I.  page  365,  of  the  Weekly  Register, 
a statement  of  the  tonnage  is  given  in  detail,  from 
which  the  present  does  not  materially  differ,  the 
following  may  suffice  all  needful  purposes  : 


RECAPITULATION. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  the  several  Tons.  Qitlh. 
districts  of  the  United  States  on  the  31st  December, 


1811,  is  stated  at 
'Whereof— Permanent  regis- 
tered tonnage,  679,447  70 
Tempory  register- 
ed tonnage,  89,444  46 

Total  registered 
tonnage,  ■ 

Permanent  enroll- 
ed and  licensed  ton- 
nage, 407,344  68 

Temporary  enroll- 
ed and  licensed  ton- 
nage 

Total  enrolled  & 
licensed  tun- 
nage, 

Licensed  vessels  under  twen- 


0,232,502  39 


13,329  09 


76*852  21 


fa)  42^673  77 


ty  tons,  viz. 

Whereof— Employed  in  the 

coasting  trade  34,103  59 

Ditto,  in  the  cod- 
fishery,  8,872  76 

As  above,  — — 42,976  36 

(a)  Qf  the  enrolled  arul  li- 
censed tonnage  there  was 
employed  in  the  coastiug 
trade,  336,253  70 

Ditto,  in  the  whale  fislie- 
ry,  54  17 

Ditto,  in  the  codfishery,  34,360  85 

As  above,  420,673  77 


J3&»2  39 


It  appears  by  the  collector’s  abstracts  that  146,691  82  tones  twjw 
vessels  were  built  during  the  year  1811 ; whereof  108,359  72  t'oR$ 
were  registered,  and  38,296  10  tons  were  enrolled. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

Register's  Office,  February  5,  1813. 

I do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  a true  extract 
made  from  the  quarterly  abstracts  of  tonnage  rendered  by  the 
collectors  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1811.  JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


•■Notice  being  given,  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
respectable  meetings  ever  known  here,  was  held  on 
Thursday  morning  ; a committee  was  appointed  to 
draft  a remonstrance  to  congress  against  the  propo- 
sed repeal.  At  4 o’clock,  to  an  adjourned  meeting, 
they  produced  a brief  but  very  nervous  essay,  which 
being  amended,  was  adopted, and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted, immediately.  We  have  not  been  able  to  ob- 
tain a copy  in  ttgm  for  t£ts  publication. 


Patents  issued  in  1812. 

We  are  furnished  with  a copy  of  a letter  from  thfe 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  transmitting  a list  of  the  .names 
of  the  persons  to  whom  patents  have  been  issued  for 
any  n©w  or  useful  art,  machine,  manufacture  or  com- 
position of  matter,  or  any  improvement  thereon, 
•from  Jan,  1,  181.2  to  Jan.  1,  1813. 
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The  total  amount  of  patents  obtained  is  2 37.  We 
observe,  with  great  pleasure,  that  many  of  them  re- 
late to  spinning  and  weaving  and  the  other  various 
'rising manufactures  of  our  country.  If  some  vacant 
space  should  shortly  occur,  the  last  shall  be  inserted  j 
. in  the  Register,  as  a monument  of  the  constant  pry- 
' ing  curiosity  and  active  genius  of  our  countrymen. 


Mortality  of  Boston. 

Boston  (Mass.)  is  situate  42#  23"  15  N.  lat.  The 
census  of  1810,  gave  the  number  of  inhabitants  at 
33,250. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  year  1812,  was 
682  ; of  whom  325  were  males,  and  357  females. 

Of  these  168  died  under  a year  old  ; 37  from  1 to  2 ; 
29  from  2 to  5 ; 20  from  5 to  10  ; 47  from  10  to  20 ; 
211  from  20  to  30  ; 78  from  30  to  40 ; 80  from  40  to 
50 ; 39  from  50  to  60  ; 29  from  60  to  70 ; 26  frem 
70  to  80  * 11  from  80  to  90 ; 6 from  90  to  100. 

The  greatest  mortality  was  in  the  month  of  May, 
77  ; the  least  in  February,  42. 

fiiseases — By  consumption  190;  infantile  diseases 
135  ; fevers,  chiefly  tvpus  and  pulmonic,  74  ; still- 
born 48  ; old  ag’e  35  ; dropsy  16  ; apoplexy  15  ; quin- 
sy 17. 


British  Licenses. 

Cadiz , November  23,  1812. 

(Private.) 

Srn — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a copy  of  an 
order  in  council,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me 
by  his  Britannic  majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  empowering  me  to  grant  licenses  to 
such  vessels  as  shall  arrive  at  Cadiz  with  cargoes  of 
grain  and  flour,  furnished  with  his  majesty’s  licenses, 
from  Aug.  J.  Foster,  esq.  his  majesty’s  late  minister 
in  the  United  States,  to  return  with  cargoes  of  law- 
ful merchandize  to  the  ports  of  the  said  states  ; and 
I beg  to  inform  you,  that  I am  prepared  to  give  li- 
censes to  any  vessel  or  vessels  coming  within  the 
description  of  the  enclosed  order. 

I have  the  honor,  &c.  &c. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  II.  WELLESLEY. 

To  the  consul  of  the  U.  States  of  America , Cadiz. 

At  the  Court  at  Carlton-IIouse , 1 3th  Nav.  1812. 

Present,  (Copy) 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  in  council. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  all  vessels  which  have 
arrived,  or  may  hereafter  arrive,  at  the  ports  of 
Lisbon  or  Cadiz,  with  cargoes  of  grain  and  flour, 
from  the  United  States,  being  furnished  with  his 
majesty’s  license,  or  with  licenses  from  Augustus  J. 
Foster,  esq.  bis  majesty’s  late  minister  in  the  Unit- 
ed Stafes,  should  be  permitted  to  return  with  car- 
goes of  lawful  merchandize  to  the  ports  of  said 
states;  and  that  such  vessels  with  their  cargoes,  to 
whomsoever  the  same  may  belong,  should  be  pro- 
tected on  their  return  against  capture  by  his  majes- 
ty’s cruizers.  His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent, in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  is  pleased, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  majesty’s  privy  coun- 
cil to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  ves- 
sels which  have  arrived,  or  may  arrive  at  the  ports  of 
Lisbon  or  Cadiz,  with  cargoes  of  grain  and  flour, 
from  the  United  States  of  America  under  his  majes- 
ty’s license,  or  on  the  faith  of  passports  for  the  pro- 
tection of  such  vessels  by  his  majesty’s  ministry  in 
America,  be  permitted  to  take  or.  board  at  either 
the  ports  aforesaid,  being  the  port  of  destination  of 
of  their  outward  hound  cargoes  respectively,  car-; 


goes  of  lawful  merchandize,  and  to  retuf*n  therewith, 
to  any  port  of  the  United  States  of  America ; with- 
out molestation  on  account  of  the  present  hostilities, 
and  notwithstanding  the  said  ships  and  cargoes  may 
| belong  to  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  United  States 
of  America  ; provided  nevertheless  that  all  vessels 
claiming  the  benefit  of  this  order,  shall  be  provided 
with  a license  from  his  majesty’s  minister  at  Lisbon 
or  Cadiz,  (who  are  hereby  authorised  and  impowered 
to  grant  the  same)  permitting  the  shipments  of  such 
cargoes  of  lawful  merchandize  to  be  therein  de 
scribed,  authorising  the  said  ships  and  cargoes  to 
return  to  any  port  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
without  molestation,  in  pursuauce  of  the  provision 
of  this  order,  and  the  right  honorable  Viscount 
Castlereagh,  one  of  his  majesty’s  principal  secreta  - 
ries of  state,  and  the  judge  of  the  high  court  of  ad- 
miralty, are  to  take  the  necessary  measures  herein 
as  to  them  may  respectively  appertain. 

(Signed)  JAMES  DULLER. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

On  the  18th  Dec-  a message  was  sent  by  the  prince 
regent  to  the  hoiwe  of  commons  proposing  a subsidy 
to  Russia.  Mr.  Whitbread?, aid  it  would  be  far  more 
becoming  to  aid  and  assist  their  own  people,  for 
“charity  began  at  horned  And  sir  Francis  Burdett 
declared  “that  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  such  a 
message  was  insulting  to  the  people.”  At  the  re- 
quest of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer , the  discus- 
sion was  postponed. 

Parliament  was  expected  to  adjourn  on  the  22nd 
December,  to  meet  again  on  the  2nd  of  February. 

The  Austrian  armies  in  Upper  Hungary  and  Gal- 
licia  have  been  considerably  augmented.  The  king 
of  Naples,  (Murat)  commands  the  French  and  allied 
forces  in  Poland,  &c.  in  the  absence  of  the  emperor, 
as  his  lieutenant. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  esq.  and  general  S.  Van  Rens* 
selaer,  are  the  rival  candidates,  in  New  York,  and 
Joseph  B.  Varnum  and  Caleb  Strong,  esquires,  in 
Massachusetts,  for  the  gubernatorial  office  in  these 
states. 

A letter  from  St.  Bartholomew's  says  that  the  Bri- 
tish have  ordered  licenses  to  all  vessels  (except 
French ) to  trade  to  and  from  the  West  Indies,  as  if 
no  war  existed ! 

A Baltimore  schooner  has  arrived  in  the  Dela- 
ware that  sailed  from  Bordeaux  on  the  1st  of  Jan. 
On  the  20th  Dec.  the  emperor  seated  on  his  throne, 
surrounded  by  the  princes,  cardinals,  &c.  &c.  receiv- 
ed the  homage  of  the  senate  with  the  speech  of  their 
president,  to  which  he  replied  in  his  usual  strain. 

The  senate  of  Pennsylvania  have  unanimously 
agreed  to  loan  the  United  Stales  half  a million  of 
dollars. 

De  Witt  Clinton,  esq.  has  been  appointed  mayor  of 
New-York  by  the  new'  council  of  appointment. 

Our  last  accounts  from  Lisbon  say  that  150000  bar- 
rels of  flour  were  afloat  in  the  bay.  The  store-houses 
were  also  full.  The  price  #15.  A grand  speculation* 
if  paid  for  in  British  paper  ! 

Picture  of  England , taken  from  an  electioneering 
speech  of  Mr.  Curran  in  Ireland  in  1812. 

“England  has  been  flaring  away  in  her  wasteful 
and  ruinous  war — her  allies  no  more — her  enemies 
multiplied — her  finances  reduced  to  rags— her  peo- 
ple depressed  and  discontent — her  artizans  reduced 
to  the  last  ebb,  and  their  discontents  methodized 
into  the  most  terrific  combinations — her  laborers 
without  emp ldy ment-^hsf  manufacture's  without  c, 
market  ”• 
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George  Washington, 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  ANNOUNCING 
HIS  INTENTION  OF  RETIRING  FROM  PUBLIC  SERVICE. 

C Concluded  from  page  o87.J 
There  is  an  opinion  that  parties  in  free  countries 
are  useful  checks  upon  the  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  serve  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  li- 
berty. This,  within  certain  limits,  is  probably  true  ; 
and  in  governments  of  a monarchical  cast,  patriot- 
ism may  look  with  indulgence,  if  not  with  favor,  up- 
on the  spirit  of  party;  but  in  those  of  a popular 
character,  in  governments  purely  elective,  it  is  a 
spirit  not  to  be  encouraged ; from  their  natural  ten- 
dency, it  is  certain  there  will  always  be  enough  of 
that  spirit  for  every  salutary  purpose  : and  there 
being  constant  danger  of  excess,  the  effort  ought  to 
be,  by  force  of  public  opinion,  to  mitigate  and  as- 
suage it.  A fire  not  to  be  quenched  ; it  demands  an 
uniform  vigilance  to  prevent  its  bursting  into  a flame, 
lest,  instead  of  warming,  it  should  consume. 

It  is  important  likewise,  that  the  habit  of  thinking 
in  a free  country,  should  inspire  caution  in  those  en- 
trusted with  its  administration  to  confine  themselves 
within  their  respective  constitutional  spheres  ; avoid- 
ing, in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  one  depart- 
ment, to  encroach  upon  another.  The  spirit  of  en- 
croachment tends  to  consolidate  the  powers  of  all  the 
departments  into  one,  and  thus  to  create,  whatever 
be  the  form  of  government,  a real  despotism.  A 
just  estimate  of  that  love  of  power,  and  proneness 
to  abuse  it,  which  predominates  in  the  human  heart, 
is  sufficient  to  satisfy  us  of  the  truth  of  this  position, 
f be  necessity  of  reciprocal  checks  in  the  exercise 
6t  political  power,  by  dividing  and  distributing  it 
into  different  depositories,  and  con stti tilting  each 
the  guardian  of  the  public  weal  against  invasions  by 
the  others,  has  been  evinced  by  experiments  ancient 
and  modern  ; some  of  them  in  our  own  country  and 
under  our  own  eyes.  To  preserve  them  must'beas 
necessary  as  to  institute  them.  If,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  the  distribution  or  modification  of  the 
constitutional  powers  be  in  any  particular  wrong,  let 
it  be  corrected  by  an  amendment,  in  a way  which  the 
constitution  designates.  But  let  there  be  no  change  by 
usurpation  ; for  though  this,  in  one  instance,  may  be 
the  instrument  of  good, it  is  the  customary  weapon  by 
which  free  governments  are  destroyed.  The  pre- 
cedent must  always  greatly  over-balance,  in  per- 
manent evil,  any  partial  or  transient  benefit  which 
the  use  can  at  any  time  yield. 

Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which  lead  to 
political  prosperity,  religion  and  morality  are  the 
indispensible  supports,  in  vain  would  that  man 
claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism,  who  should  labor  to 
subvert  these  great  pillars  of  human  happiness,  these 
firmest  props  of  the  duties  of  men  and  citizens.  The 
mere  politician,  equally  with  the  pious  man,  ought 
to  respect  and  to  cherish  them.  A volume  could 
not  trace  all  their  connexions  with  private  and  pub- 
lic felicity.  Let  it  simply  be  asked,  where  is  the  se- 
curity for  property,  for  reputation,  for  life,if  the  sense 
of  religious  obligation  desert  the  oaths,  which  are  the 
instruments  of  investigation  in  courts  ofjustice?  And 
let  us  with  caution  indulge  the  supposition,  that  mo* 
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rality  can  be  maintained  without  religion.  Whatever 
may  be  conceded  to  the  influence  of  refined  education 
on  minds  of  peculiar  structure, reason  and  experience 
both  forbid  us  to  expect  that  national  morality  can 
prevail  in  exclusion  of  religious  principle. 

It  is  substantially  true  that  virtue  or  morality  is  a 
necessary  spring  of  popular  government.  The  rule, 
indeed,  extends  with  more  or  less  force  to  every 
species  of  free  government..  Who  that  is  a sincere 
friend  to  it  can  look  with  indifference  upon  attempts 
to  shake  the  foundation  of  the  fabric  ? 

Promote,  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  impor- 
tance, institutions  for  the  general  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge. In  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a govern- 
ment  gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  essential 
that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened. 

As  a very  important  source  of  strength  and 
security,  cherish  public  credit.  One  method 
of  preserving  it  is  to  use  it  as  sparingly  as  pos- 
sible ; avoiding  occasions  of  expense,  by  cultiva- 
ting peace,  but  remembering  also,  that  timely 
disbursements  to  prepare  for  danger  frequently 
prevent  much  greater  disbursements  to  repel  it ; — 
avoiding  likew  ise  the  accumulation  of  debt,  not  only 
by  shunning  occasions  of  expense,  but  by  vigorous 
exertions  in  the  time  of  peace  to  discharge  the  debts 
which  unavoidable  wars  may  have  occasioned,  not 
ungenerously  throwing  upon  posterity  the  burthen 
which  we  ourselves  ought  to  bear.  The  execution 
of  these  maxims  belongs  to  your  representatives, 
but  it  is  necessary  that  public  opinion  should  co- 
operate. To  facilitate  to  them  the  performance  of 
their  duty,  it  is  essential  that  you  should  practical- 
ly bear  in  mind,  that  towards  the  payment  of  debts 
there  must  be  revenue  ; that  to  have  revenue  there 
must  be  taxes  ; that  no  taxes  can  be  devised  which 
are  not  more  or  less  inconvenient  and  unpleasant ; 
that  the  intrinsic  embarrassment  .inseparable  from 
the  selection  of  the  proper  object.^,  which  is  always 
a choice  of  difficulties,  ought  to  be  a decisive  mo- 
tive for  a candid  construction  of  the  conduct  of  the 
government  in  making  it,  and  for  a spirit  of  acqui- 
escence in  the  measures  for  obtaining  revenue  which 
the  public  exigencies  may  at  any  time  dictate. 

Observe  good  faith  and  justice  towards  all  nations, 
cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  ail ; religion  and 
morality  enjoin  this  conduct ; and  can  it  be  that  good, 
policy  does  not  equally  enjoin  it  ? It  will  be  worthy 
of  a free,  enlightened,  and,  at  no  distant  period,  a 
great  nation*  to  give  to  mankind  the  magnanimous 
and  too  novel  example  of  a people  always  guided  by 
an  exalted  justice  and  benevolence.  Who  can  doubt 
that  in  the  course  of  time  and  things,  the  fruits  of 
such  a plan  would  richly  repay  any  temporary  advan- 
tages which  might  be  lost  by  a steady  adherence  to 
it  ? Can  it  be,  that  Providence  has  not  connected 
the  permanent  felicity  of  a nation  with  its  virtue  ? 
Th.e  experiment,  at  least,  is  recommended  by  every 
sentiment  which  ennobles  human  nature.  Alas  ! is  it 
rendered  impossible  by  its  vices  ? 

In  the  execution  of  such  a plan,  nothing  is  more 
essential  than  that  permanent,  inveterate  antipathies 
against,  particular  nations,  and  passionate  attach- 
ments for  others  should  be  excluded;  and  that  in 
place  of  them,  just  and  amicable  feelings  towards 
all  should  b*  cultjivated . The  nation  which  iR- 
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dulges  towards  another  an  habitual  hatred,  or  an 
habitual  fondness,  is  in  some  degree  a slave.  It  is  a 
slave  to  its  affection,  either  of  which  is  sufficient  to! 
lead  it  astray  from  its  duty  and  its  interest.  Anti- 
pathy in  one  nation  against  another,  disposes  each 
more  readily  to  offer  insult  and  injury,  to  lay  hold 
of  slight  causes  of  umbrage  ; and  to  be  haughty  and 
intractable,  when  accidental  or  trifling  occasions  of 
dispute  occur.  Hence  frequent  collisions,  obsti- 
nate, envenomed  and  bloody  contests.  The  nation, 
prompted  by  ill-will  and  resentment,  sometimes  im- 
pels to  war  the  government,  contrary  to  the  best 
calculations  of  policy.  The  government  sometimes 
participates  in  the  national  propensity,  and  adopts, 
through  passion,  what  reason  would  reject ; at  other 
times,  it  makes  the  animosity  of  the  nation  sub- 
servient to  projects  of  hostility  instigated  by  pride, 
ambition,  and  other  sinister  and  pernicious  motives. 
The  peace  often,  sometimes  perhaps  the  liberty,  of 
stations  has  been  the  victim. 

So  likewise,  a passionate  attachment  of  one  nation 
fpr  another  produces  a variety  of  evils.  Sympathy 
for  the  favorite  nation,  facilitating  the  illusion  of  an 
imaginary  common  interest,  in  cases  where  no  real 
common  intei’est  exists,  and  infusing  into  one  the 
enmities  of  the  other  betrays  the  former,  into  a par- 
ticipation in  the  quarrels  and  wars  of  the  latter, 
without  adequate  inducement  or  justification.  It 
leads  also  to  the  concession  to  the  favorite  nation  of 
privileges  denied  to  others,  which  is  apt  doubly  to 
injUre  the  nation  making  the  concession ; by  unne- 
cessarily parting  with  what  ought  to  have  been  retain- 
ed, and  by  exciting  jealousy,  ill-will,  and  a disposi- 
tion to  retaliate,  in  the  parties  from  whom  equal 
privileges  are  withheld : And  it  gives  to  ambi- 
tious-, corrupted,  or  deluded  citizens  (who  de- 
mote themselves  to  the  favorite  nation)  facility  to 
betray  or  sacrifice  the  interests  of  their  own  coun- 
try without  odium,  and  sometimes  even  with  popu- 
larity ; gilding  with  the  appearance  of  a virtuous 
sense  of  obligation,  a commendable  deference  for 
public  opinion,  or  a laudable  zeal  for  public  good, 
the  base  or  foolish  compliances  of  ambition,  corrup- 
tion, or  infatuation. 

As  avenues  to  foreign  influence  in  innumerable 
ways,  such  attachments  are  particularly  alarming 
to  the  truly  enlightened  and  independent  patriot. 
How  many  opportunities'  do  they  afford  to  tamper 
With  domestic  factions,  to  practice  the  arts  of  se- 
duction, to  mislead  public  opinion,  to  influence  or 
awe  the  public  councils  1 Such  an  attachment  of  a 
small  or  weak  towards  a great  and  powerful  nation, 
dooms  the  former  to  be  the  satellite  of  the  latter. 

Against  the  insiduous  wiles  of  foreign  influence 
(I  conjure  you  to  believe  me,  fellow-citizens)  the 
jealousy  of  a free  people  ought  to  be  constantly 
awake;  since  history  and  experience  prove  that 
foreign  influence  is  one  of  the  most  baneful  foes  of 
republican  government.  But  that  jealousy  to  he 
useful  must  be  impartial,  else  it  becomes  the  instru- 
ment of  the  very  influence  to  be  avoided,  instead 
of  defence  against  it.  Excessi  ve  partiality  for  one 
foreign  nation,  and  excessive  dislike  to  another. 
Cause  those  whom  they  actuate  to  see  danger  only 
x*n  one  side,  aud  serve  to  veil,  and  even  to  second 
the  arts  of  influence  on  the  other.  Real  patriots, 
who  may  resist  the  intrigues  of  the  favorite,  are  lia- 
ble to  become  suspected  and  odious  ; while  its  tools 
and  dupes  usurp  the  applause  and  confidence  of  the 
people,  to  surrender  their  interests. 

The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  us  in  regard  to -fo- 
reign nations,  is  in  extending  our  commercial  rela- 
tions, to  have  with  them  as  little  political  connex- 


engagements,  let  them  be  fulfilled  with  perfect  goed 
faith.  Here  let  us  stop. 

Europe  has  a set  of  primary  interests,  which  to  us 
have  none  or  a very  remote  relation.  Hence,  she 
must  be  engaged  in  frequent  controversies,  the 
causes  of  which  are  essentially  foreign  to  our  con* 
cerns.  Hence,  therefore,  it  must  be  unwise  in  us  to- 
implicate  ourselves,  by  artificial  ties,  in  the  ordina- 
ry vicissitudes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary  com- 
binations and  collisions  of  her  friendships  or  en- 
mities. 

Our  detached  and  distant  situation  invites  and  en- 
ables us  to  pursue  a different  course.  If  we  remain 
one  people,  under  an  efficient  government,  the  period 
is  not  far  off,  when  we  may  defy  material  injury 
from  external  annoyance  ; when  we  take  such  an 
attitude  as  will  cause  the  neutrality,  we  may  at  any 
time  resolve  upon,  to  be  scrupulously  respected  ; 
when  belligerent  nations,  under  the  impossibility  of 
making  acquisitions  by  attacks  upon  us,  will  not 
lightly  hazard  the  giving  us  provocation ; when  we? 
may  choose  peace  or  war,  as  our  interest,  guided  by 
justice,  shall  counsel. 

Why  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar  a situa-’ 
tion  ? Why  quit  our  own,  to  stand  on  foreign  _ 
ground  ? Why,  by  interweaving  our  destiny  with 
that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  oui*  peace  and 
prosperity  in  the  toils  of  European  ambition,  rival- 
ship,  interest,  humor  or  caprice  ? 

It  is  our  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  permanent 
alliances  with  any  portion  of  the  foreign  world ; 
so  far,  I mean,  as  we  are  now  at  liberty  to  do  it ; 
for  let  me  not  be  understood  as  Capable  of  patron- 
izing infidelity  to  existing  engagements.  I hold 
the  maxim  no  less  applicable  to  public  than  to 
to  private  affairs,  that  honesty  is  always  the  best 
policy.  I repeat  it,  therefore,  let  those  engage- 
ments he  observed  in  their  genuine  sense.  Butin 
my  opinion,  it  is  unnecessary,  and  would  be  un- 
wise to  extend  them. 

Taking  care  always  to  keep  ourselves,  by  suitable 
establishments,  on  a respectable  defensive  posture, 
we  may  safely  trust  to  temporary  alliances  for  ex- 
traordinary emergencies. 

Harmony,  and  liberal  intercourse,  with  all  nations 
are  recommended  by  policy,  humanity,  and  interest. 
But  even  our  commercial  policy  should  hold  an  equal 
and  impartial  hand ; neither  seeking  nor  grant- 
ing exclusive  favors  or  preferences  ; consulting  .the 
natural  course  of  things  ; diffusing  and  diversifying, 
by  gentle  means,  the  streams  of  commerce,  but 
forcing  nothing : establishing,  with  powers  so  dis- 
posed, in  order  to  give  trade  a stable  course,  to  de-> 
fine  the  rights  of  our  merchants,  and  to  enable  the 
government  to  support  them — conventional  rules  of 
intercourse,  the  best  that  present  circumstances  and 
mutual  opinion  will  permit,  but  temporary,  and  lia- 
ble to  be  from  time  to  time,  abandoned  or  varied,  as 
experience  and  circumstances  shall  dictate;  con- 
stantly keeping  in  view  that  it  is  folly  in  one  nation- 
to  look  for  disinterested  favors  from  another ; that 
it  must  pay  with  a portion  of  its  independence  for 
whatever  it  may.  accept  under  that  character; — 
that  by  such  acceptance,  it  may  place  itself  in  the 
condition  of  having  given  equivalents  for  nominal 
favors,  and  yet  of  being  reproached  with  ingratitude 
for  not  giving  more.  There  can  be  no  greater  error 
than  to  expect  or  calculate  upon  real  favors  from 
nation  to  nation.  It  is  an  illusion  which  experience 
must  cure— which  ajust  pride  ought  to  discard. 

In  offering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  these  counsels 
of  an  old  and  affectionate  friend,  I dare  not  hope 
they  will  make  the  strong  and  lasting  impression  f 


ibn  tes  Staius*  we  have  already  formed* could  wish ; that  they;  will  controul  the  usual  cur* 
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'*ent  of  the  passions,  or  prevent  our  nation  from  run- 
ning the  course  which  has  hitherto-marked  the  des- 
tiny of  nations  : But  if  I may  even  flatter  myself, 
that  they  may  be  productive  of  some  partial  benefit, 
some  occasional  good  ; that  they  may  now  and  then 
recur  to  moderate  the  fury  of  party  spirit,  to  warn 
against  the  mischiefs  of  foreign  intrigue,  to  guard 
against  the  impostures  of  pretended  patriotism  ; this 
hope  will  be  a full  recompense  for  the  solicitude  for 
your  welfare,  by  which  they  have  been  dictated. 

How  far  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  1 
have  been  guided  by  the  principles  that  have  been 
delineated,  the  public  records  and  other  evidences 
of  my  conduct  must  witness  to  you  and  to  the  world. 
To  myself,  the  assurance  of  my  own  conscience  is, 
that  1 have  at  least  believed  myself  to  be  guided  by 
them. 

In  relation  to  the  still  subsisting  war  in  Europe, 
my  proclamation  of  the  22d  of  April,  1793,  is  the 
index  to  my  plan.  Sanctioned  by  your  approving 
voice  and  by  that  of  your  representatives  in  both 
houses  of  congress,  the  spirit  of  that  measure  has 
continually  governed  me  ; uninfluenced  by  any  at- 
tempts to  deter  or  divert  me  from  it. 

After  deliberate  examination,  with  the  aid  of  the 
best  lights  1 could  obtain,  I was  well  satisfied  that 
our  country,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  had  a right  to  take,  and  was  bound  in  duty 
and  interest  to  take  a neutral  position.  Having 
taken  it,  T determined,  as  far  as  should  depend  upon 
me,  to  maintain  it  with  moderation,  perseverance, 
and  firmness. 

The  considerations  which  respect  the  right  to  hold 
this  conduct,  it  is  not  necessary  on  this  occasion  to 
detail.  I will  only  observe,  that  according  to  my 
understanding  of  the  matter,  that  right  so  far  from 
being’  denied  by  any  of  the  belligerent  powers,  has 
been  virtually  admitted  by  all. 


good  laws  under  a free  government — the  ever  favo- 
rite object  of  my  heart,  and  the  happy  reward,  as  I 
trust,  of  our  mutual  cares,  labors,  and  dangers. 

LEO.  WASHINGTON. 
United  Siate-s,  17ih  Sept.  1796. 


The  duty  of  holding  a neutral  conduct  may  be  in 
fierred,  without  any  thing  more,  from  the  obligation 
Which  justice  and  humanity  impose  on  every  nation, 
m cases  in  which  it  is  free  to  act,  to  maintain  invio- 
late the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  towards  other 
nations. 

The  inducements  of  interest  for  observing  that 
conduct  will  best  be  referred  to  your  own  reflections 
and  experience.  With  me  a predominant  motive 
has  been  to  endeavor  to  gain  time  to  our  country  to 
settle  and  mature  its  yet  recent  institutions  and  to 
progress  without  interruption,  to  that  degree  of 
strength  and  consistency,  which  is  necessary  to  give 
it,  humanly  speaking,  the  command  of  its  own  for- 
tunes. 

Though  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  my  admin- 
istration, I am  unconscious  of  intentional  error,  I 
am  nevertheless  too  sensible  of  my  defects  not  to 
think  it  probable  that  I may  have  committed  many 
errors.  .Whatever  they  may  be,  X fervently  beseech 
the  Almighty  to  avert  or  mitigate  the  evils  to  which 


Revolutionary  Naval  Force. 

The  following  has  been  published  as  a correct  list 
of  the  American  navy,  in  the  year  1776  and  part 
of  1777 

NAMES. 

Hancock, 

Randolph, 

Raleigh, 

Washington, 

Warren, 

Virginia, 

Trumbull, 

Effinharn, 

Congress, 

Providence, 

Alfred, 

Boston, 

Delaware, 

Montgomery, 

Reprisal, 

Lexington, 

Cabot, 

Andrew  Doria, 

Providence, 

Sachem, 

Independence, 

Argo, 

Resistance, 

Hamden, 

Ply, 

Wasp, 

Hornet, 


CONS. 

captains. 

32, 

Captain  Manly. 

32, 

Biddle. 

Tompson. 

3"’, 

Reed . 

32, 

Hopkins. 

23, 

Nicholson, 

28, 

Saltonstal. 

28, 

Barry. 

28, 

Grinncll. 

28, 

tV  hippie. 

28, 

Hinman. 

24, 

Mc’Neil. 

24, 

Alexander. 

24, 

I lodge. 

16, 

Wicker. 

16, 

Ilallock. 

16, 

Almy. 

14, 

Robinsofl- 

12, 

Paul  Jones . 

10, 

Robinson. 

10, 

Young. 

10, 

Hacker. 

16, 

Chew. 

12, 

Hacker. 

8, 

Lieutenant  Warner. 

8, 

Baldwin. 

8, 

Albertso’n, 

The  Army  and  Navy. 

Superficial  observers  of  men  and  things  have  be^r* 
surprised  at  the  general  success  that  lias  attended 
our  public  ships  and  private  armed  vessels,  whefi 
compared  with  the  too  common  disasters  of  the  land 
forces.  In  the  war  against  Tripoli,  a school  was 
opened  in  which  the  genius  of  our  seamen  made  won- 
derful progress  ; and  hundreds  and  thousands  of  the 
sailors,  by  impressment , or  some  other  means,  are  a^ 
fully  conversant  in-the  whole  business  of  a sea-fights 
as  any  of  their  adversaries  : and  hence,  with  supe- 
rior excitements  to  deeds  of  bravery,  they  have  al- 
7uays  conquered  with  any  thing  like  an  equality  of 
force.  But  in  the  army,  not  one  in  five  hundred  (tak- 
ing out  those  who  fought  at  Tippecanoe J had  seen: 
the  least  real  service  ; and  the  old  men  who  had 


gained  laurels  thirty  or  thirty-five  years  ago,  must  ne- 
cessarily have  forgotten,  in  the  lap  of  profound 
they  may  tend.  I shall  also  carry  with  me  the  hope  | peace,  the  greater  part  of  the  knowledge  they  ac- 


that  my  country  will  never  cease  to  view  them  with 
indulgence ; and  that  after  forty-five  years  of  my 
life  dedicated  to  its  service,  with  an  upright  zeal, 
the  faults  of  incompetent  abilities  will  he  consigned 
to  oblivion,  as  myself  must  soon  be  to  the  mansions 
of  rest. 

Relying  on  its  kindness,  in  this  as  in  other  things, 
and  actuated  by  that  fervent  love  towards  it  which 
is  so  nattiral  to  a man  who  views  in  it  the  native  soil 
of  himself  and  his  progenitors  for  several  genera- 
tions,! anticipate  with  pleasing  expectation  that  re- 
treat in  which  I promise  myselt  to  realize,  without 
alloy,  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  partaking,  in  the 
ificfst  of  my  fiflfoiy -citizens}  the  bwygri  intftrcpce  of 


quired  in  very  early  life.  Theory,  with  a scientific 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  war,  are  admirable  requi- 
sites to  the  construction  of  a soldier;  but  of  them- 
selves will  not  suffice  : experience  being  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  good  government  of  an  army.  Gen. 
Mack,  famous  for  his  surrender  at  Ubn,  was  account- 
ed one  of  the  greatest  t opticians  in  Europe,  in  his 
day  ; but  many  hundreds  of  French  sergeants  were 
really  his  superiors  in  the  business  of  a battle.  Our 
enemy,  whose  military  fame,  however,  is  not  of  the 
highest  grade,  has  powerful  advantages  in  this  re<- 
spectover  us,  for  of  h^r  troops  in  America  a majori- 
ty of  the  regulars  have  “seen  some  sendee,”  and  ma* 
fly  of  thsHv,  Indee^  are  ranked  as  veterans.  In  a | it* 
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lie  time  we,  also,  shall  learn  how  to  (ig'ht  on  the 
land  ; and,  as  there  are  as  brave  spirits  in  the  army 
as  the  navy  can  boast  of,  (and  we  gladly  give  our 
tars  their  full  due)  it  cannot  be  doubted  t hat  as  bril- 
liant achievn-ents  are  in  store  for  this  portion  of  the 
national  force.  So,  indeed,  it  appeared  already  in 
every  case  where  a fair  chance  was  afforded  them. 

Of  these  matters,  we  ourselves  do  not  pretend  to 
have  knowledge-t-but  such  are  the  opinions  of  those 
who  ought  to  know  something  about  them  ; and,  as 
reason  is  on  their  side,  we  adopt  them  without  hesi- 
tation. 


II.  On  account  of  the  domestic 
unfunded  debt, 

and  of  the  debt  due  to  foreign  offi- 
cers, 


915  04 

1,444  17 


2,339  21 
627,051  64 
4,471.558  19 


United  States'  Sinking  Fund. 

REPORT  or  T1IE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND 

The  commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  report  to  congress  as 
follows : 

“ That  the  measures  which  hare  been  authorised  by  the  hoard 
subsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the  5th  February,  1812.  So  far 
as  the  same  have  been  completed  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  board,  herewith  accompanying 
and  which  is  asked  to  be  received  as  part  of  their  report. 

(Signed  by)  WM  K.  CRAWFORD, 

F resident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore . 

J.  MARSHALL, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
Secretary  of  State. 

AT, BERT  GALLATIN, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  reports  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund: 

That  the  balance  of  monies  advanced  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt,  remaining  unexpended 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1310,  and  applicable  to 
payments  falling  due  after  that  year,  amounted 
io  Dolls.  493,174  17 

Together  with  the  sums  disbursed  from  the 
treasury  during  the  year  1811,  on  account  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  which 
sums  amounted  to  eight  millions  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  thousand  and  ninety-five  dollars,  8,148,995 
Together  with  a further  sum  arising  from 
profit  in  exchange  on  remittances  from  America 
to  Europe;  purchased  during  the  year  1811 


56,726  14 


21,777  78 


8,719,773  09 


amounting  to  fifty-six  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-six  dollars,  fourteen  cents. 

And  with  the  further  sum  of  4,9001.  sterling 
in  bills  taken  in  payment  of  the  principal  of  an 
equal  sum  of  protested  bills,  and  equal  at  par 
to 

Ami  amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  eight 
millions  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  three  dollars  nine 
cents 

Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  rr 
T.  Th  sre  was  repaid  into  the  treasury  during 
the  year  18ii.  on  account  of  the  principal  of 
monies  heretofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of 
pqbiie  debt,  including  the  amount  of  sundry 
bills  of  exchange,  received  in  lieu  of  others,  pre- 
viously purchased,  which  had  been  protested,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  forty-five 
cents, 

II.  The  sums  actually  applied  during  the  same 
year  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts 
rendered  to  the  treasury  department,  amounted 
to  eight  millions  anti  forty-eight  thousand  eight 
him ired  and  fourteen  dollars  seventy-nine  cents, 
viz. 

, 1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt  5,543,606  39 

2.  Paid  on  account  of  the  in- 
terest and  charges  on  the  same,  2,505,208  40 

III.  Tlie  balance  remaining  unexpended  at 
the  close  or  the  year  iSll,  and  applicable  to 
p lyments  falling  due  after  that  year,  as  ascer- 
tained by  accounts  rendered  to  tile  treasury  de- 
partment, •mounted  to  five  hundred  and*  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and .Util  tt^u  dollars  eigh- 
ty-iive  cents, 

Dollars,  8.719,773  09 

That  during  the  yen-  the  f.Ucrwim*  disbursements  were  made 
out  of  the  treasury,  on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
i he  public  debt,  fix.  J 

l.  On  account  of  the  inteutst  and  reimburse- 
moat  of  flit  domestic  funded  debt,  3'5  f5.117  C4 


III.  On  account  of  the  interest  on  Louisiana 
stock,  and  on  converted  stock  payable  in  Eu- 
rope 

Amounting  together,  to  four  millions  four 
hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  dollars  nineteen  cents, 

Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  following  funds,  viz. 

I.  From  the  funds  constituting  the  annual 
appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for 
the  year  1812,  viz. 

From, the  fund  arising  from  the 
interest  on  the  debt  transferred  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund,  1,899,125  2 1 

From  the  fund  arising  from  tlie 
sale  of  public  lands,  being  the 
amount  received  into  the  treasury 
from  1st  October,  1811,  to  30 ill  Sep- 
tember, 1812  822,599  64 

From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on 
goods  wares  and  merchandize  im- 
ported, and  on  the  tonnage  of  ves- 
sels, 1,727,906  03 

Amounting  together  to  4,449,630  t? 

Which  sum  of  4,449,630  89 

being  deducted  from  the  annual 
appropriation  of  8,000,000 

leaves  an  unexpended  balance  to 
be  applied  during  the  year  1813, 
in  addition  to  the  appropriation  for 
that  year  of  3,550,369  11 

II.  From  re-payments  into  the  treasury  on 

account  of  monies  heretofore  advanced  for  tlie 
payment  of  dividends  on  tlie  domestic  funded 

anil  unfunded  debts,  24,927  36 

TJie  above  mentioned  disbursements,  together 
with  the  above  stated  balance,  which  remained 
unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  year  1811,  of 
And  together  with  the  further  sum  arising 
front  profit  on  remittances  from  America  to 
Europe,  purchased  during  the  year  1812,  and 
amounting  to 

Making  together  five  millions  and  sixty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  four  dollars  ninety- 
two  cents,  5,068,604  92 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  re- 
port, in  conformity  with  the  accounts  which 
shall  then  have  been  rendered  to  tlie  treasury 
department. 

That  in  the  meanwhile,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  sutn  has  bet?', 
applied  is  estimated  as  Jbllowcth  : 

1,  The  re-payments  into  the  treasury  on  ac- 
count of  the  principal  of  monies  advanced  tor 
the  payment  of  dividends  on  the  domestic  fund- 
ed and  unfunded  debt  have  during  the  year  1312, 

amounted  as  before  stated  to  24,927  30, 

II.  The  sums  actually  applied  during  the 
year  1812,  to  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt  are  estimated  as  follows : 

. 1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt,  2,262,690  01 

2.  Paid  on  account  of  interest 

and  charges  on  the  public  debt,  2,422,060  14 


4,474,553  19 


502,513  35 


91,532  88 


III.  The  balance  which  remained  unexpended, 
at  the  dose  of  the  year  1812,  and  applicable  to 
payments  falling  due  after  that  year  is  estimated 
at 


4,684,750  IS 


358,937  47 


8,048,814  79 


502,513  85 


Dollars,  5,068,604  92 

That  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund  of  the  19th  of  June  1812,  the  residue  of  the  con 
verted  stock  was  reimbursed  at  the  close  of  the  year  1812  ; and 
that  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  said  commissioners, 
of  the  6th  July,  1812,  179,300  dollars  of  Louisiana  domestic  six 
per  cent,  stock,  14.000  dollars  (nominal)  bf  deferred  six  per  cent,y 
stock  and  fifty-seven  thousand  dollars  of  six  per  cent,  stock  o_ 
1S12,  have  been  purchased  previous  to  the  thirty- first  of  Decern 
her,  1812,  having  cost  together  242,347  39.  A statement  also  ac- 
companies tins  report,  w hich  exhibits  the  amount  of  stock  trans- 
ferred to  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  a*>  ! to  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  in  trust  for  said  states,  and  standing  on  the 
hooks  of  the  treasury  on  the  31st  December,  18 12,  rib  stock  having 
been  transferred  in  payment  for  lands  during  the  year  1812. 

(Signed  by)  ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Treasury  Department,  February  5th,  1812. 

Accompanying  this  report  were  a number  of  statements,  all  ot 
which  are  sufficiently  explained  by  the  details  of  the  report,  exceed, 
the  one  mentioned  in  the  last  clause,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
transcript. 
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Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE THURSDAY,  EEB.  18. 

The  bill  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  power  of  retaliation  in  certain  cases  there- 
in specified,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell  of  O.  Campbell  of  Ten.  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Magrutler,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington— 17. 
KAYS— .Messrs.  Dana,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Lambert— 4. 

The  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  proposed  by  North  Carolina,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell  of  O. 
Campbell  of  Ten.  Crawford,  Cum,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  How- 
ell, Lambert,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Md.  Smith  of 
N.  Y.  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington— 22. 

N AYS— Messrs — Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hor- 
sey, Lioytl,  Tait,  Taylor— 9. 

Monday , February  22. — The  bill  concerning  sea- 
paen  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  treasury  note  bill  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell  of  O.  Campbell 
of  l eu.  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg,  Howell,  Ro- 
binson, Smith  of  K.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthing- 
ton— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed— 9. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  February  18. — The  engrossed  bill  male" 
fng  the  usual  appropriations  for  the  support  of  go- 
vernment for  the  year  1813,  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  en- 
couragement of  private  armed  vessels, and  after  some 
time  spent  therein  ordered  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading, 

The  bill  from  the  senate  vesting  the  President  of 
the  Uni!  ed  States  with- the  power  of  retaliation  in 
certain  eases,  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  hoiyse  went  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Alston  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  regulating  foreign  coins. 

(r/^Tlie  bill  provides  that  all  foreign  gold  and 
silver  coins  shall  be  a legal  tender,  and  fixes  the  value 
thereof,  and  limits  the  operation  of  the  act  to  five 
years.]  - 

The  bill  passed  through  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  was  reported  to  the  house  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

Friday,  February  1.— .Mr.  Grundy  submitted  the 
following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  thirteenth 
congress  should  assemble  on  the  last  Monday  in 
May  next,  and  that  a committee  be  appointed  to 
"bring  in  a bill  providing  therefor.” 

On  this  resolution  considerable  debate  ensued  ; 
it  was  supported  and  opposed  on  various  grounds, 
and  finally  rejected,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Bacon:  Bard 
Barnett,  Bibb,  BLackledge,  Brigham,  Champion,  Clay, Clapton,  Con- 
dh,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gholson 
Goodwyn,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  Hawes,  Hyneman,  Little,  Lowndes’ 
Lyle,  Macon,  M‘Coy,  M‘Kim,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Newton,  Ortnsbv' 
Pickens,  Piper.  Pleasants.  Pond,  Reed,  Richardson,  Rhea,  Roane’ 
Robertson,  Sevier,  Taliaferro,  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehili,  Williams’. 
IVimi— S3.  ’ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bloecker,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bur- 
wen,  Butler, Calhoun,  Carr,  Clieves,  Chittenden,  Cochran,  Cutts 
Davenport,  Desha,  Binsmoor,  Earle,  Ely.  Emott,  Fitch,  Gold! 
Coldsboroagh,  Gray,  Green,  Grosvenor,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hufty 
Jackson.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Kent,  Lacock,  Law,  Lewis,  M’ Bride 
WilhOffMiulielljMost'Jv,  Nelson,  New,  Newlioid*  Pearson,  Pitkin. 


Wheaton,  White,  Widgery,  Wilson,  Wright— 70. 

Saturday,  Feb.  2U.— On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee,  of  the 


whole,  Air.  Nelson  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  partially 
to  suspend  the  non-importation  acts,  and  to  lay  ad- 
ditional duties  on  foreign  tonnage. 

Messrs.  Cheves,  Bibb,  and  Roberts,  spoke  in  fo- 
ver  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Wright  and  Potter 
against  it. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  which  contains  the  principle  of  the 
bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Wright’s  motion 
and  carried. 

For  stinking  out  _ 63 

Against  it  23 

A motion  was  then  made  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  progress. — Carried. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  house  as  amended, 
and  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  committee 
in  striking  out  the  first  section  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  79  to  24,  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer.  Bacon,  Baker,  Banl,  Bige- 
low, Bleeeker,  Boyd.  Breekenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Bunvcll, 
Butler,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Clay,  Cloptou,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Da- 
venport, Dawson,  Desha,  Earle, Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
SQD,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grosvenor,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Jackson, 
Kent,  Key,  King,  Lacock,  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Moore, 
M‘Kim,  Metcalf  Mitchell, Morgan,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newbohl, New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Piper,  Pond,  Porter,  Potter,  Quincy,  Reed,  Richard- 
son, Roane,  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Stanford,  St  ur- 
ges, Taggart,  Taliaferro,  Tallmadge,  Tallman,  Turner,  Wheaton, 
White,  Whitehili,  Wilson,  Wright— 79. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alston,  Barnett,  Bibb,  Blackledge,  Calhoun, 
Cheves,  Cochran,  Condit,  Davis,  Findley,  Grundy,  B.  Hail,  Harper, 
Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kennedy,  MTCee,  Morrow,  Pickens,  Rhea,  Ro- 
berts, Robertson,  G.  Smith,  Strong— 24. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. — Motion  lost. 

The  2d,  3d,  and  4th  sections  of  the  bill,  being 
conuected  with  and  depending  upon  the  1st  section, 
of  course  fell  with  it. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  that  the  8th  section  which  limits 
the  operation  of  the  bill  to  the  1st  day  of  January- 
next,  be  striken  out. 

Before  the  question  on  Mr.  Bibb-’s  motion  was 
decided,  a motion  was  made  to  adjourn  and  carried 

half  past  4 o’clock. 

Monday ,y  February  22» — Mr:  Cheves  reported  a biR 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  milita- 
ry establishment  and  of  the  militia  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1813  ; which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Air.  Tollman  offered  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  : 
“Resolved,  that  the  committee  of  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  granting 
to  them  a sum  not  less  than  100,000  dollars  as  a re- 
ward for  their  gallantry  in  their  late  naval  victory.” 

Mr.  G't'undy  offered  a resolution  to  the  following 
ing  effect,  which*  after  the  rejection  of  a motion  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  was  agreed  to  by  a large  majori- 
ty : 

“Resolved,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  an 
earlier  day  for  the  next,  meeting  of  congress  than 
that  fixed*  by  the  constitution.” 

Mr.  M‘ Kim  said  that  the  house  had  been  told  that 
in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  sus- 
pending the  non-importation  act,  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  remainder  of 
this  , short  session,  to  devise  a system  of  internal 
taxation  for  the  support  of  the  government.  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  he  bad  turned  his  attention 
to  the  best  subjects  for  taxation.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion a system  had  been  introduced  into  the  bouse, 
calculated  to  produce  a revenue  of  something  less 
than  six  millions  of  dollars.  He  had  drawn  up  a re- 
solution, the  object  of  which  was  to  lay  a tax  on 
distilled  spirits.  From  the  returns  of  the  quantity 
distilled  in  the  United  States,  it  appeared  that  a 
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%J  of  25  cents  per  gallon  could  produce  a larger  re- . service.  The  signal  display  of  both  by  capt.  Bain- 
venue  than  the  whole  of  the  13  tax  bills  last  session  bridge,  his  officers  and  crew,  command  the  highest 


reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  The 
advantage  cf  a tax  of  this  description  over  a direct 
tax  or  other  taxes  would,  he  said,  be  obvious ; and 
he  was  persuaded  that  there  was  time  enough  to  in- 
troduce and  mature  a bill  for  that  purpose.  To 
bring  this  subject  before  the  house,  lie  offered  the 
following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved , that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill  to  impose  a duty  on  all 
spirituous  liquors  distilled  in  the  United  States,  not 
to  exceed  an  average  of  25  cents  per  gallon,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  proof  thereof.” 

The  house  having  agreed  to  consider  the  resolu 
tion — 


praise. 

This  being  a second  instance  in  -which  the  condition, 
of  the  captured  ship,  by  rendering  it  impossible  to  get 
her  into  port,  has  barred  a contemplated  reward  of 
successful  valor,  I recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
congress  the  equity  and  propriety  of  a general  provi- 
sion allowing,  in  such  cases,  both  past  and  further,  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  value -which  would  accme  to  the 
captors , on  the  safe  arrival  and  sale  of  the  prize. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

February  22, 1813. 

[For  the  “letter  and  documents”  alluded  to,  see 
“events  of  the  war,”  page  410.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JYewton,  the  house  resolved 
[ Messrs.  Wright  and  Quincy  supported, and  Messrs.]  itself  into  a committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Pickens  in 


Johnson,  Grundy,  Findley  and  JH'Kee  opposed  tin 
Resolution.  Im  favor  of  it,  it  was  said  that  it  would 
equalize  the  burthens  of  the  whole  people;  and 
against  it  observed  that  it  would  fall  exclusively  on 
the  agriculturalists.  Mr.  Chcves  had  no  objection 
to  its  forminga  part  of  a system.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  proposition,  and  decided  as  follows  : 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Bacon,  Bigelow,  Blacklcdge,  Bleeckwr,  Brigham, 
B unveil,  Carr,  Chittenden,  Condit,  Cutts,  Davenport,  Dinsnioor,E!y, 
Fitch,  Gholson,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grosvenor,  <0.  Hall,  Hawes, 
Hufty,  Jackson,  Little,  M‘Kim,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  N-lson,  Neboid, 
Pond,  Potter  Quincy,  Richardson,  Sawyer,  Seaver,  Shaw,  Stow, 
Strong.  Tallmadge,  Tallinan;  Van  Corilaudt,  Wheaton,  White, 
Whiteliill,  Williams,  Wright— 46. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Baker,  Bard, 
Barnett, Bassett,  BiU), Brown,  Butler,  Calhou.i,  Champion,  Clu-ves, 
Clay,  Cochran,  Clapton.  Crawford,  Davis.  Dawson,  Desha,  Earle, 
Em’ott,  Fiudley,  Franklin,  Goklsborough,  Gray,  Grundy,  B,  Hall, 
Hyiv-man,  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Kent,  Key,  King,  Lacock,  Law, 
Xe.wis,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Moore,  M‘Coy,  M‘Kee,  Met  cal  fj  Milnor,  Mor- 
row, Mosely,  New,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Plea- 
sants, Porter,  Ringgold,  RheST,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Rod- 
man,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  J.  Smith,  Standford,  Stuart,  Stnrges, 
Sullivan,  Talliaferro,  Tracy,  Troup,  Turner,  Wilson,  Winn — 75. 
So  the  motion  was  negatived 
The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  unfi- 
nished business,  viz.  the  remnant  of  the  bill  lately 
.referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  motion  pending  on  the  last  adjournment,  was, 
to  strike  out  the  5th  section,  which  prohibits  the 
judges  of  the  United  States  from  giving  up  property 
tinder  judicature,  on  the  owner’s  giving  bonds  for 
refunding  its  value. 

After  considerable  desultory  debate,  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section  was  negatived. 

For  striking  out  the  section  44 

Against  it  73 

Mr.  Milnor  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  section 
of  the  bill  which  provides  for  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  and  supported  his  motion 
In  a speech  of  considerable  length  ; to  which  Mr. 
Roberts,  Mr.  Bibb  and  Mr.  M‘Kim  replied. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a new  section'  was  add- 
ed to  the  bill,  limiting  its  duration  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  as  amended,  embracing  in  this  form  merely 
the  provision  for  enforcing  the  non-importation  act, 
and  the  duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  yeas  67,  nays  45. 

NAVAL  HEROISM. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  S. 

I lay  before  congress  a letter  with  accompanying* 
documents  from  capt.  Bainbridge  now  commanding 
the  United  States  frigate  the  Constitution,  reporting 
his  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  frigate 
“ the  Java.”  The  circumstances  and  the  issue  of  this 
combat  afford  another  example 
£fc*in  and  heroic  spirit,  wljicli 


the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  any  vessel  of  the  U. 
States  from  trading  under  any  pass  or  license  from  a 
foreign  power. 

The  bill  received  several  amendments  in  commit- 
tee ; but  the  committee  rose  without  having  gone 
tlmough  the  same,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

7’uesday,  Feb.  23. — Mr.  Seybert  presented  a me- 
morial from  sundry  naturalized  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania on  the  subject  of  the  prince  regent’s  procla*- 
mation  relative  to  British  subjects  naturalized  by 
die  United  States,  and  praying  congress  to  make 
some  provision  on  the  subject.  Referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  with  the  retaliation  bill. 

Mr.  Cheves ..reported  the  treasury  note  bill,  with 
the  amendments  of  the  senate  thereto,  to  which  the 
committee  had  made  ro  amendment.  The  house  con- 
curred with  the  amendments. 

Air.  Gholson  from  the  committee  of  claims  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  on  the  subject  for  making 
further  provision  for  the  militia  that  may  be  called 
out,  reported  that  any  other  provision  was  inexpedi- 
ent, which  was  concurred  in  by  the  house. 

Air.  j Bassett  from  the  naval  committee  reported  a 
bill  to  fcompensate  captains  Hull,  Bainbridge  and 
others,  read  twice  and  referred  to  a committee  of 
the  whole  house  for  this  day. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  Mediterranean  fund. 

The  bill  providing  an  uniform  mode  of  naturaliza- 
tion throughout  the  United  States. 

The  bill  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  district, 
courts  of  the  United  States,  for  Virginia  and  New- 
York. 

An  engrossed  bill  forbidding  the  restoration  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  was  read  a third 
time. — [This  is  the  fragment  of  the  bill  for  suspend- 
ing the  non-importation  law,after  the  cutting  out  of 
the  four  first  sections.] 

All-.  Gold  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
moved  to  recommit  it,  but  the  motion  was  negativea 
by  a majority  of  20,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole  ]VIr.  Lewis 
in  the  chair,  took  up  the  bill  for  compensating  cap- 
tains Hull,  Bainbridge  and  others.  A short  discus- 
sion took  place  on  tile  bill,  when  the  blanks  were 
filled  with  the  words  “one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars,” and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

[The  house  (in  committee  of  the  whole)  spent 
some  time  in  considering  the  bill  for  altering  the 
time  of  the  next  meeting  of  congress,  but  come  to 
no  conclusion,  j 

Wednesday , Feb.  24. — After  other  business — 

The'bill  for  remunerating  captains  Hull  and  Bain- 
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whole,  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  calling  an  extra  session  of  congress. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  4th  Monday  in 
May  was  fixed  upon — the  bill  for  that  purpose  tmal- 
ly  passed , 76  to  33* 


Department  of  State,  February  23. 


Alien  enemies  residing  or  being  within  forty  miles 
of  tide  water,  are  required  forthwith  to  apply  to 
the  marshals  of  the  states  or  territories  in  which 
they  respectively  are,  for  passports  to  retire  to  such 
places  beyond  that  distance  from  tide  water  as  may 
be  designated  by  the  marshals.  This  regulation, 
however,  is  not  to  be  put  in  force  without  special 
notice  against  such  alien  enemies  not  engaged  in 
commerce  as  were  settled  previously  to  the  declara- 
tion of  war  in  their  present  abode  or  are  there  pur- 
suing some  regular  and  lawful  occupation  uncon- 
nected with  commerce,  and  who  obtain,  monthly, 
from  the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which  they  reside, 
permission  to  remain  where  they  are. 

Boston,  Feb.  20.—' The  following  was  posted  up  in 
the  custom-house  in  this  town  yesterday  : “No  ves- 

sel will  be  permitted  to  leave  this  port  for  any  port 
or  place  in  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  until  the 
master  has  exhibited  to  the  collector,  a list  of  the 
passengers  and  crew  of  said  vessel,  and  designating 
each  by  his  name,  the  place  of  his  birth  and  resi- 
dence. The  object  of  the  above  resolution  is  to  pre- 
vent Aliens  from  travelling  in  the  United  States  with- 
out passports,  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  collec- 
tor, agreeably  to  instructions  from  the  secretary  of 
me  treasury.” 

MILITARY. 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Register  from  Chili- 
collie,  dated  the  17th  inst.  informs,  that  gen.  Harri- 
son's head-quarters  were  at  the  Rapids,  at  the  latest 
account  they  had  of  him.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the 
troops  arrived  with  him  ; the  greater  part  of  the 
artillery  was  also  there,  and  the  remainder  only  20 
miles  in  the  rear,  moving  onwards.  The  general 
had  taken  a strong  position,  fortified  his  camp  and 
planted  his  artillery.  The  term  of  sendee  of  two 
brigades  of  Ohio  militia  having  expired,  it  is  inti- 
mated he  may  wait  for  reinforcements,  from  that 
state  and  Kentucky,  now  on  the  way  to  join  him. 
From  all  that  we  see  pf  Harrison  we  trust  he  will 
put  in  a good  claim  to  the  brilliant  title  the  people  of 
the  country  he  is  in  delight  to  give  him — i(The  Wash- 
ington of  the  West.”  It  is  stated  that  three  persons 
sent  by  him  with  a flag  of  truce  to  the  officer  com- 
manding the  enemy  have  been  murdered. 

From  the  accounts  we  have  of  the  success  of  the 
recruiting  service  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
there  are  the  strongest  reasons  to  believe  a number 
of  regulars  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  required 
will  he  had  by  the  time  they  are  wanted.  Various 
detachments  are  about  to  proceed  to  the  Niagara 
frontier,  with  a view,  no  doubt,  to  co-operate  with 
general  Harrison. 

Previous  to  their  adjournment,  the  legislature  of 
Kentucky,  authorised  governor  Shelby,  to  raise  an 
army  of  three  thousand  men,  and  to  take  the  field 
and  command  it  in  person. 

A regiment  of  1000  men,  is  allotted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  aid  in  the  defence  of 
the  sea-coast  of  Virginia. 

The  general  assembly  of  Virginia  have  passed  an 
act  to  raise  8 companies  of  infantry,  2 of  artillery,  1 
of  cavalry,  and  1 of  riflemen,  in  the’whole  about  1000 
men,  to  be  commanded  by  one  col.  one  lieut,  col.  one 


major,  to  serve  in  the  commonwealth  alone.  They 
are  to  be  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  to  receive 
$20  bounty,  and  $8  per  month — they  have  also  au- 
thorised the  expenditure  of  $50,000  for  munitions 
of  war,  and  directed  the  formation  of  two  depots, 
one  at  Hichmond  and  the  other  near  Norfolk. 

British  humanity.  Juggernaut  “ religion ” and  Spa- 
nish “liberty” — or,  in  other  words,  a shocking  bar- 
barity, such  as  Englishmen , cold  blooded  wretch- 
es, alone  have  ever  permitted  in  civilized  war.  It 
freezes  us  with  horror  ; and  calls  aloud  for  ven- 
geance on  the  allied  assassins.  A terrible  retribu- 
tion is  in  store  for  the  base  and  cowardly  murder- 
ers of  the  wounded. 

Extract  of  a letter from  col.  Porter,  commanding  at  Ni- 
agara, to  gen.  Dearborn). 

“The  arrival  of  several  of  gen.  Winchester’s  offi- 
cers at  Buffalo,last  evening,  confirms  the  late  reports 
of  that  general,  and  his  little  army,  having  been  kil- 
led or  captured.  Those  officers  state  that  such  was 
the  hellish  ferocity  of  the  savages  after  the  battle, 
lliat  every  person,  -who  by  wound  or  otherwise,  was  in- 
capable of  marching,  was  instantly  and  indiscriminate- 
ly butchered  by  them  ! ! ! The  general  and  the  remain- 
der of  his  troops  are  now  crossing  at  Fort  Niagara. 
The  field  officers  are  refused  their  parole.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Black-Hock,  Feb.  10,  1813. 

We  are  quite  inactive — merely  guarding  the  shore 
— every  officer  is  anxious  to  cross — as  it  is  well  as- 
certained the  enemy  have  not  more  than  from  250  to 
300  men  opposite  this- — and  very  few  below,.  [It  is 
presumed  the  British  have  been  marched  off  to  op- 
pose Harnson.] 

Important  news  (says  the  New-York  Gazette ) may 
soon  be  expected  from  the  northward — as  a letter 
from  an  officer,  at  Buffalo,  to  his  friend  liere,  dated 
the  13th  inst.  states  that  our  army  was  to  cross  Over 
to  Canada  in  a night  or  two  from  that  date.  There 
are  1500  regulars  at  Buffalo. 

Nashville,  Jan.  12. 

On  Sunday  last  the  volunteers  (2000  men)  who 
were  rendezvoused  near  this  place,  descended  the 
Cumberland  for  New-Orleans.  We  understand  the 
cavalry  have  moved  also.  They  go  by  land. 

St.  Louis,  (m.  t.)  Dec.  12. 
Clemency.— When  gov.  Edwards  and  col.  Russell 
surprised  the  Kickapoo  town,  and  during  the  pursuit 
of  those  savages,  who  had  so  lately  imbrued  their 
hands  in  the  blood  ©f  our  unoffending  women  and 
children  : the  brave  militia  disdained  to  shoot  or  cut 
down  the  Indian  women  and  children  who  ran  and 
squatted  in  hundreds  amongst  the  long  grass  in  the 
prairie.  A friend  of  ours  who  was  on  that  expedi- 
tion, says,  “when  our  men  found  six  white  scalps  in 
one  of  the  Indian  houses,  and  recognized  them  to 
belong  to  O’Neil’s  wife  and  children,  they  were  on 
the  verge  of  retaliation,  but  more  generous  feelings 
gave  place  to  revenge,  and  only  one  squaw  was  put 
to  death. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Ogdensburg , dated  Feb.  7. 

Last  evening  capt.  Forsyth,  commandant  at  this 
post,  left  this  village  with  about  200  volunteers,  part 
from  his  own  company,  part  from  capt.  Lydle’s  vo- 
lunteers, and  the  remainder  citizens,  among  whom 
were  col.  Benedict  and  other  gentlemen  of  distinc- 
tion. The  detachment  proceeded  in  sleighs  up  the 
river  to  Morristown,  where  they  formed,  and  at  3 
o’clock  this  morning  crossed  over  to  Elizabeth  town, 
surprised  the  guard,  took  52  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  major  Corley,  3 captains  and  2 lieutenants,  al- 
so 120  muskets,  2*0  rifles,  2 casks  fixed  ammunition, 
&c.  but  no  private  property  was  either  taken  or  de- 
stroyed. All  .was  effected  without  the  loss  of  a sin- 
gle man. 
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Capt.  Forsyth  was  led  to  this  enterprise  by  the  re- 
peated aggressions  of  the  British  guards,  who  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  crossing  the  river  a few  miles 
above  this  place,  and  taking  the  deserters,  16  of 
whom  they  had  in  the  jail  at  Elizabethtown,  threat- 
ened with  being  shot.  Capt.  F.  being  informed  of 
this,  determined  to  effect  their  liberation,  in  which 
he  succeeded.  One  prisoner  confined  in  the  jail  for 
murder  he  declined  taking.  Capt.  F.  speaks  of  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  in  the  highest  terms 
of  approbation.  Two  British  officers  from  Prescott 
ca;*i:c  over  a few  hours  after  the  return  of  our  troops 
with  the  prisoners,  to  effect  their  release.  1 under- 
stand they  arc  all  parolled,  and  are  to  return  again  to 
Canada  tins  evening. 

The  movement  of  the  troops  on  the  other  side  in- 
dicating an  attack  on  this  place,  col.  Benedict  was 
induced  to  call  out  his  regiment  of  militia,  so  that 
we  have  now  in  Ogdensburg  about  800  men  ; and 
should  an  attack  be  made  from  Prescott,  I have  the 
fullest  confidence  in  our  success.  Indeed,  from  the 
high  tone  of  our  troops,  it  is  difficult  to  restrain 
their  ardor  ; and  should  they  not  be  attacked  from 
the  other  side  within  a few  days,  1 should  not  be 
surprised  were  they  to  go  over  there. 

FROM  THE  MONTREAL  COUHANT  OF  FEB.  6. 

English  accounts  of  the,  defeat  of  General  Winchester. 

Generous  news  ! — Last  evening  major  Evans  ar- 
rived from  Niagara,  who  brought  with  him  the  offi- 
cial accounts  of  a glorious  victory,  obtained  by  col. 
Proctor  over  the  army  of  gen.  Winchester,  on  the 
22d  of  January  at  the  river  Raisin.  The  following 
particulars  we  understand  are  correct.  Col.  Proc- 
tor, who  commanded  at  Detroit,  received  advice  on 
the  19 fch' January,  that  gen.  Winchester  had  advanc- 
ed with  eleven  hundred  men  as  far  as  the  river  Rai- 
sin, about  20  miles  distant,  on  his  way  to  attack  De- 
troit. Col.  Proctor  took  the  resolution  of  going  out 
with  as  many  of  the  garrison  toattack  him, as  he  could 
spare.  On  the  night  of  the  21st,  he  discovered  gen. 
Winchester  and  his  army  in  the  village  of  Raisin,  and 
at  day-light  on  the  22d  the  attack  commenced.  The 
Americans  were  lodged  in  houses  in  the  village, some 
ofwhich  were  stockaded;  however, after  abloody  con- 
flict the  whole  American  army,  with  their  general, 
were  killed  or  taken.  From  the  nature  of  the  attack 
and  the  means  the  enemy  had  of  defending  them- 
selves, col.  Proctor’s  loss  was  great,  it  consisted  of 
182  killed  and  wounded,  of  whom  26  were  killed,  2 
officers  were  mortally  wounded,  3 or  4 others  slight- 
ly. Col.  Proctor’s  force  consisted  of  300  regulars, 
150  militia  and  some  Indians. 

We  also  hear  that  gen.  Harrison  with  his  division 
of  the  army,  were  within  5 or  6 days  days  march  of 
gen.  Winchester,  in  a starving  condition  surrounded 
by  Indians. 

Niagara,  January  30,  1813. 

Sir — Major  Evans  is  just  dispatched  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  with  the  glorious  intelligence  of  the 
entire  destruction  of  another  army. — Gen.  Winches- 
ter with  the  remnant  of  his  army  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  500  men,  are  prisoners  of  war  to  the  brave 
41st  regiment  and  Upper  Canada  militia.  In  this 
business  the  bravery  of  every  person  engaged  was 
most  conspicuous,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the 
judgment  and  prompt  decision  of  col.  Proctor. 

Our  loss  is  great,  about  27  killed  and  155  wound- 
ed, including  regulars  and  militia.  Among  the  lat- 
ter are  col.  St.  George,  capt.  Tallon,  and  Lieut.  de- 
mon, of  the  41st,  capt.  Mills,  late  of  the  schooner 
Nancy,  and  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Amherstburg.  The  vic- 
tory, however,  is  most  complete,  the  number  of  the 
enemy  killed  being  upwards  of  500,  and  the  prison- 
ers are  equal  to  the  force  we  had  engaged.  The 
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battle  was  fought  at  about  20  miles  from  Detroit,  ri- 
ver an  R.-.isin,  on  the  ?2<l  inst. 

Joy  unalloyed  pervades?  ail  ranks  here,  and  we  are 
ready  for  another  opportunity  to  convince  the  ene- 
my, that  he  lias  no  trifling  difficulties  to  encounter 
before  he  conquers  Upper  Canada. 

FROM  THE  MONTREAL  HKItALJ)  OF  FEB.  6. 

Defeat  of  Gen.  Winchester. — An  attack  was  made 
on  the  22d  January  on  the  American  troops  under 
the  command  of  brigadier  gen.  Winchester  by  col. 
Proctor,  at  French! own  on  the  river  Raisin,  about 
26  miles  from  Detroit.  The  enemy’s  force  1100,  that 
of  col.  Proctor  about  300  troops  of  the  line  and  sai- 
lors, and  600  Indians. 

UETUIIN  OF  PRISONERS  TAKEN. 

1 brigadier  general,  1 colonel,  1 major,  9 captains?, 
6 lieutenants,  10  ensigns,  1 brigade  major,  1 adjutant, 
1 quarter  master,  2 surgeons,  27  serjeants,  435  rank 
and  file — total  493. 

After  the  battle  great  numbers  of  more  prison- 
ers were  bringing  in  by  the  Indians.  They  took 
another  army,  viz.  500  large  hogs  from  Kentucky, 
and  killed  100  men  that  had  them  in  charge. 

A large  body  of  Americans  are  advancing  towards 
Chicago,  on  lake  Michigan,  and  the  Indian  chief 
Murpolot  with  2000  Indians  from  the  Mississippi, 
have  gone  against  them. 

We  hear  that  gen.  Harrison  with  his  division  of 
the  army  were  within  5 or  6 days  march  of  general 
Winchester  in  a starving  condition  and  surrounded 
by  Indians. 

Fort  George,  30th  Jan.  1813. 

Lieut.  M ‘Clean,  of  the  41st  arrived  here  yester- 
day with  despatches  for  Quebec,  from  Amherstburg, 
bringing  an  official  account  of  the  capture  of  gene- 
ral Winchester’s  army,  consisting  of  30  officers  and. 
552  men  ! exclusively  of  this  number  it  is  supposed 
that  nearly  500  fell  in  the  field  of  battle. 

Colonel  Proctor  having  received  intelligence  of 
the  approach  of  brigadier  general  Winchester  on 
the  18th  inst.  immediately  assembled  as  large  a 
force  as  hi4s  means  would  admit  of,  and  proceeded 
against  him.  On  finding  him  in  possession  of  the 
village  on  the  river  llaisin,  called  Frenchman’s  town, 
about  26  miles  from  Detroit,  lie  made  immediate 
arrangements  for  attacking  him  in  his  strong  posi- 
tion, which  was  gallantly  carried  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  after  a determined  resistance  of  an  hour  and 
a half. 

This  brilliant  achievment  has  not  been  effected 
without  a very  serious  loss  on  our  part.  Our  killed 
amounts  to  24  and  wounded  158,  two  thirds  of  the 
hitter  of  the  4 1st  regiment — no  officer  among  the 
former  killed ; but  several  are  severely  and  1 fear 
dangerously  wounded. — Lieut,  col.  St.  George,  who 
led  the  attack,  received  tour  wounds,  captain  Tal- 
lan,  and  lieutenant  demon,  41st ; lieut.  Trough- 
ton,  R.  A. — ensigns  Kerr  and  Newfleds,  lieutenants 
Rolette  and  Irvine  ; Mr.  Richardson  marine  depart- 
ment, captain  Mills,  lieutenant  M‘Cormick,  and 
lieutenant  James  Gordon,  Essex  militia,  wounded. 

All  did  their  duty,  the  Indians  behaved  nobly,  and 
the  instant  the  enemy  submitted,  their  forbearance, 
as  on  former  occasions,  was  strikingly  conspicuous 
— general  Winchester  is  prisoner. 

BuFFAtoE,  Feb.  9. 

From  deserters  who  have  crossed  from  Canada 
since  our  last,  we  learn  that  the  battle  was  fought 
between  a detachment  of  Winchester’s  army  and 
300  British  regulars  and  8 or  900  hundred  Indians. 
The  British  state  that  it  was  a desperate  fought 
action : they  acknowledged  that  they  had  150  killed, 
and  juany  wounded  of  the  regulars,  amongst  the 
latter  are  col.  Procter,  and  lieut.  col.  St.  George — 
who  received  four  wounds  and  is  since  said  to  have 
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died. — They  state  further,  that  we  lost  250  killed, 
and  a considerable  number  wounded,  and  about  300 
prisoners.  They  do  not  state  whether  gen.  Win- 
chester was  captured  or  not. 

PGSTSCIPT.— February  10. 

A gentleman  just  from  Lewiston  states,  that  gen. 
Winchester  and  4 or  500  of  his  army,  had  arrived 
at  Newark,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Weekly  Regis- 
ter, dated  Fort  St  odder  t,  Feb.  3,  1813. 

“The  legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
have  appointed  commissioners  to  select  a place  with- 
in the  country  of  Mobile  for  the  holding  of  cotirts, 
and  it  is  said,  they  very  happily  have  designated  the 
city  of  Mobile  as  the  most  eligible  situation.  In  April 
next,  the  superior  court  commences  its  first  session 
there,  nearly  under  the  -walls  of  the  Spanish  fort,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  Dons  will  forcibly  re- 
sist the  exercise  of  our  authority. — We  cannot  of 
course,  avoid  giving  the  retort  courteous,  and  must 
oust  them  of  their  strong  holds,  to  preserve  the  peace. 
Judge  Toulmin,  who  presides,  is  peculiarly  calculat- 
ed to  meet  the  difficulties  which  are  the  conse- 
quence of  our  embarrassing  situation,  and  will  act 
with  becoming  energy,  should  he  be  opposed  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty. 

“When  I passed  Mobile  ©n  the  21st  ultimo,  I had 
occasion  to  purchase  a small  quantity  of  bread, 
which  could  only  be  got  but  of  the  town,  by  secret- 
ing it  under  the  garments  of  one  of  my  men — the 
sale  being  prohibited  because  of  its  scarcity ; the 
same  want  of  flour  prevails  at  Pensacola,  said  to  be 
occasioned  by  a vacuum  in  Ferdinand  the  VIPs  strong 
chest,  and  a consequent  loss  of  credit — but,  I pre- 
sume, by  the  high  prices  in  the  Orleans  market, 
where  flour  wras  selling  by  the  cargo,  at  20  to  21$ 
per  barrel. 

“We  have  from  5 to  600  volunteers  enrolled  at 
New-Orleans,  and  in  ten  or  twelve  days  shall  have 
upwards  of  300  performing  duty  at  this  post.  At 
Baton  Rouge,  there  are  betwixt  6 and  700  militia 
embodied,  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  I pre- 
sume at  least  600  volunteers  are  now  raised  in  the 
counties  west  of  Pearl  Rivep— -all  for  the  defence  of 
Louisiana — Yet,  Claiborne  has  not  the  power  to  call 
out  a single  militia  man,  and  perhaps  the  legislature 
may  not  invest  him  with  it. 

“General  Wilkinson  is  concentrating  his  force  at 
-Orleans,  by  order  of  government,  to  repel  an  invasion 
which  it  is  presumed  is  meditated  against  that  island. 

“Colonel  Hawkins,  the  U.  S.  agent  for  the  Creeks, 
informs  us  by  the  last  mail  but  one,  that  a deputa- 
tion of  those  Indians  had  lately  been  to  visit  their 
friends  at  Nassau  (New  Providence)  and  that  the 
nation  generally  were  solicitous  for  the  arrival  of 
the  British  at  St.  Marks  and  St.  Augustine,  to  obtain 
presents;  but,  he  believes,  th$y  would  not  engage  in 
the  war.” 

NAVAL. 

Copy  of  a fetter  from  commodore  William  Bainbridge , 
to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 
U.  S.  Frtgate  CoXSTITUTIOSr, 

St.  Salvador,  3d  Jan.  1813. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the 
29th  ultimo,  at  2,  P.  M.  in  South  lat.  13,  6,  and 
West  long.  38,  about  10  leagues  distance  from  the 
coast  of  Brazils,  I fell  in  with  and  captured  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  frigate  Java  cf  49  guns,  and  up- 
wards of  400  men,  commanded  by  captain  Lambert, 
a very  distinguished  officer.  The  action  lasted  1 
hour  55  minutes,  in  which  time  the  enemy  was  com- 
pletely dismasted,  not  having  a spar  of  any  kind 
standing.  The  loss  on  board  the  Constitution  was  9 


killed  and  25  wounded  as  per  enclosed  list.  The 
enemy  had  60  killed  and  101  wounded  certain! j? 
(among  the  latter  captain  Lambert  mortally,)  butbfr 
the  enclosed  letter  written  on  board  this  ship  (by  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  Java)  and  accidently  found,  it 
is  evident  that  the  enemy’s  wounded  must  have  been 
much  greater  than  as  above  stated,  and  who  must 
have  died  of  their  wounds  previously  to  their  being 
removed.  The  letter  states  sixty  killed  and  170 
wounded. 

For  further  details  of  the  action,  I beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  the  enclosed  extracts  from  my  journal. 
The  Java  had  in  addition  to  her  own  crew  upwards 
of  100  supernumerary  officers  and  seamen  to  join 
the  British  ships  of  war  in  the  East  Indies ; also 
lieutenant-general  Hislop,  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  Bombay,  major  Walker  and  captain  Wood 
of  his  staff,  and  captain  Marshall,  master  and  com- 
mander in  the  British  navy  going  to  the  East  Indius 
to  take  command  of  a sloop  of  war  there. 

Should  I attempt  to  do  justice  by  representation 
to  the  brave  and  good  conduct  of  all  my  officers  and 
crew  during  the  action,  I should  fail  in  the  attempt ; 
therefore  suffice  it  to  sav,  that  the  whole  of  theifr' 
conduct  was  such  as  to  merit  my  highest  encomiums. 
I beg  leave  to  recommend  the  officers  particularly 
to  the  notice  of  government,  as  also  the  unfortunate 
seamen  who  were  wounded,  and  the  families  of  those 
brave  men  who  fell  in  the  action. 

The  g'reat  distance  from  our  own  coast  and  the 
perfect  wreck  we  made  the  enemy’s  frigate,  forbad 
every  idea  of  attempting*  to  take  her  to  the  United 
States  ; I had  therefore  no  alternative  but  burning 
her,  which  I did  on  the  31st  ultimo  after  receiving 
all  the  prisoners  and  their  baggage,  which  was  very 
tedious  work,  only  having  one  boat  left  out  of  8 and 
not  one  left  on  board  the  Java. 

On  blowing  up  the  frigate  Java,  I proceeded  to 
this  place,  where  I have  landed  all  the  prisoners  on 
their  parole,  to  return  to  England  and  there  remain 
until  regularly  exchanged,  and  not  to  serve  in  their 
professional  capacities  in  any  place  or  in  any  manner 
whatever  against  the  United  States  of  America,  un- 
til said  exchange  is  effected. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, your  obedient  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  BAINBRIDGE. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

City  of  Washington. 


List  of  killed  and  -wounded  on  board  of  the  United 
States’  Frigate  Constitution,  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Wm.  Bainbridge , in  an  action  -with  his 
Britannic,  majesty' s frigate  Java,  Henry  Lambert, 
Esq.  commander,  December  29,  1812. 

KILLED. 

Mark  Snow,  do. 

John  D.  Allen,  do. 

Wm.  Cooper,  do. 


do 

do. 

do. 


Thomas  Hanson, private 
marine. 


ROBT.  C.  LUDLOW,  Purser. 


Jonas  Ongrain,  seaman. 

Joseph  Adams,  do. 

Patrick  Conner, 

Barney  Hart, 

John  Cheves, 

(Signed) 

Wm.  Bainbridge. 

WOUNDED. 

William  Bainbridge,  Esq.  commander,  severely  ; 
John  C.  Aylwin,  lieutenant,  do.  Charles  F.  Waldo, 
master’s  mate,  do.  Peter  Woodbury,  quarter -master, 
do.  John  Clements,  seaman,  do.  Joseph  Is.  Cheves, 
do.  do.  Nicholas  Vixiram,  do.  slightly ; William 
Long,  do.  dangerously ; Stephen  Webb,  do.  do. 
Reuben  Sanders,  do.  do.  Joseph  Ward,  do.  severely ; 
Wm.  Weaden,  do.  slightly,  Enos  Bateman, do.  dan- 
gerously ; James  D.  Hammond,  do.  slightly  , Peter 
Venus,  do.  severely  ; Stephen  Sheppard,do.  slightly  ; 
Abfjaii  Eddy,  do.  do,  Philip)  Cbokj  d'o,  do* 
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Brimblecom,  do.  severely  ; Samuel  Brown,  ordinary 
seaman,'  do.  Daniel  Hogan,  do.  do.  Thos.  YV  illiams 
3d,  do.  slighty ; Jolm  \ ogle,  do.  severely  ; Anthony 
Reaver, Dr ivate  marine,  slightly , John Eilwelb, do.  do. 

(Signed)  AMOS  A'.  EVANS,  Surgeon. 

R.  C.  LUDDOW,  Purser. 

IVm.  B a in  bridge. 

The  following  is  a list  of  his  Britannic  majesty  s 
military  and  naval  officers  parolled  at  St.  Salvador, 
by  connnodote  Bainbridge  : — 

1 lieutenant-general,  1 major,  1 captain,  1 post 
captain,  1 master  and  commander,  5 lieutenants,  3 
lieutenants  of  marines,  1 surgeon,  2 assistant  sur- 
geons, 1 purser,  15  midshipmen,  1 gunner,  1 boat- 
swain, 1 master,  1 carpenter,  2 captain’s  clerks — 
total  38  officers. 

323  petty  officers,  seamen,  marines  and  boys,  ex- 
clusive of  9 Portuguese  seamen,  liberated  and  given 
up  to  the  governor  of  St.  Salvador,  and  8 passengers, 
private  characters,  whom  the  commodore  did  not 
consider  prisoners  of  war,  and  permitted  them  to 
land  without  any  restraint . 

Extracts  from  commodore  Win.  Bainbridge’ s Journal , 
kept  on  board  the  U.  States  frigate  Constitution. 

Tuesday,  29th  Dee.  1812— At  9 A.  M.  discovered  two  strange 
sails  or  the  weather  how.  At  10,  discovered  the  strange  sails  to 
be  snips,  one  of  them  stood  in  for  the  land,  and  the  other  stood  of! 
shore  in  a direction  towards  ns — At  10  45,  we  tacked  ship  to  the 
liorthward  and  westward,  and  stood  for  the  sail  standing  towards 
us— At  11  A.  M.  tacked  to  the  southward  and  eastward. hauled  up 
the  mainsail  and  took  it  die  royals— At  11.30,  made  the  private 
signal  for  the.  aav,  which  was  not  answered,  and  then  set  the 
iuuiusr.it  and  royals  to  draw  the  strange  sail  off  front  the  neutral 
coast,  and  separate  her  from  the  sail  in  company. 

Wednesday,  30th  Dec.  1812— (Nautical  time)— In  lat.  13  deg.  6 
in.  S.  and  long.  33  W.  10  leagues  from  the  coast  <>f  Brazil— Cont- 
inences with  clear  weather  and  moderate  breezes  from  E.  N.  E. 
hoisted  our  ensign  and  pendant— At  15  minutes  past  meridian,  the 
ship  hoisted  her  colors,  an  English  ensign,  having  a signal  flying 
at  her  mam— red,  yellow,  red. 

Al  1 26  P.  M.  being  sufficiently  from  the  land,  and  finding  the 
ship  to  bean  English  frigate,  took  in  the  mainsail  and  royals,  tack- 
ed ship  and  stood  for  the  enemy— At  1 50  P.  M.  the  enemy  bore 
down  with  an  intention  of  raking  us,  which  we  avoided  by  wear- 
ing— At2  P.  M.  the  enemy  being  within  half  a mile  of  us,  and  to 
windward,  and  having  hauled  down  his  colors,  except  an  Union 
Jack  at  themizen-mast-htad,  induced  me  to  give  orders  to  the  offi- 
cer of  the  3d  division  to  fire  one  gun  ahead  of  the  enemy  to  make 
him  shew  his  colors,  which  being  done, brought  on  a fire  from  us 
of  the  whole  btoadside,  on  which  the  enemy  hoisted  his  colors  and 
immediately  returned  our  fire.  A general  action  with  round  and 
grape  then  commenced,  the  enemy  keeping  at  a much  greater 
distance  than  I wished,  but  could  not  bring  him  to  dose  action 
without  exposing  ourselves  to  several  rakes.  Considerable  ma- 
noeuvres were  made  by  both  vessels  to  rake  and, avoid  being  raked. 
The  following  minutes  were  taken  duriug  the  action  : 

At  2 10  P.  M.  Commenced  the  action  within  good  grape  and  can* 
nister  distance,  the  enemy  to  windward  (but  much  further 
than  I wished.) 

At  2 30  our  wheel  was  shot  entirely  away. 

2 40  determined  to  close  with  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  his 
raking— set  the  fore  and  mainsail,  and  luff’d  up  to  him. 

2 50  the  enemy’s  .jib-boom  got  foul  of  our  mizeii-rigging* 

3 00  the  head  of  the  enemy’s  bowsprit  and  jib-boom  shot  away 

by  us. 

3 05  shot  away  the  enemy’s  foremast  by  the  board. 

3 15  shot  away  his  main-tep-mast  just  above  the  cap. 

3 40  shot  away  gaff  and  spanker-boom. 

3 55  shot  away  his  mizen-mast  nearly  by  the  board. 

4 05  having  silenced  the  fire  of  the  enemy  completely,  and  his 

colors  in  the  main  rigging  being  down,  supposed  he  had 
struck,  then  hauled  aboard  the  courses  to  shoot  ahead  to 
repair  our  rigging,  which  was  extremely  cut,  leaving  the 
enemy  a complete  wreck;  soon  after,  discovered  the  ene- 
my’s flag  was  still  flying — hove  too  to  repair  some  of  our 
damage. 

4 20  the  enemy’s  main-mast  went  nearly  by  the  board. 

4 50  ware  ship  and  stood  for  the  enemy. 

5 25,  got  very  close  to  the  enemy  in  a very  effectual  raking  po- 
sition, athwart  liis  bows,  and  was  at  the  very  instant  of  raking  him, 
•when  he  most  prudently  struck  his  flag,  for  had  he  suffered  < he 
broadside  to  have  raked  him,  his  additional  loss  must  have  been 
extremely  great,  as  he  laid  an  unmanagable  w reck  upon  the  water. 
After  the  enemy  had  struck,  wore  ship  and  reefed  the  topsail', 
then  hoisted  out  one  of  the  only  two  remaining  boats  We  had  left, 
out  of  eight,  and  sent  lieutenant  Parker,  1st  of  the  Constitution, 
to-take  possession  of  the  enemy,  which  proved  to  be  his  Britan- 
nic majesty’s  frigate  Java,  rated  38  but  carrying  k49  guns,  and 
manned  with  upwards  of  400  men,  commanded  by  captain  Lam- 
bert a very  distinguished  officer,  who  was  mortally  wounded. — 
The  action  continued  from  the  commencement  to  the.  end  of  the 
fire,  one  hour  and  fifty  -five  minutes.  The  Constitution  had  9 killed 
bud  25  wounded.  the  enemy  Lad  CO  killed  and  LCl  .ceiwinJj 


wounded  ; hut  by  a letter  written  on  board  the  Constitution  by 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  Java,  and  accidentally  found,  it  is  evi- 
dent the  enemy’s  wounded  must  have  Ix  en  considerably  greater 
than  as  above  stated,  and  must  have  died  ol  their  wounds  previously 
to  their  being  removed.  The  letter  states  60  killed  and  170  wound- 
ed. The  Java  had  her  own  complement  of  men  complete,  and  up- 
wards of  10(3  supernumeraries,  going  to  join  the  British  ships  of 
war  in  the  East  Indies,  also  several  officers,  passengers,  going  out 
on  promotion.  The  force  ol  the  enemy  in  number  of  men,  at, 
the  commencement  of  the  action,  was  no  doubt  considerably  great- 
er than  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  winch  is  upwards  of  400 
men.  The  officers  were  extremely  cautious  in  discovering  the 
number.  By  her  quarter  bill  she  had  one  man  more  stationed  to 
each  gun  than  we  had. 

The  Constitution  was  very  much  cut  in  her  sails  and  rigging, 
and  many  of  her  spars  injured.  At  7 P.  M.  the  boat  returned 
with  lieutenant  Chads,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  enemy's  frigate, 
and  lieutenant-general  Hislop  (apjminted  governor  of  Bombay) 
major  Walker  and  captain  Wood  belonging  to  his  staff, 

Captain  Lambert  of  the  Java  was  too  dangerously  wounded  to 
he  removed  immediately.  The  cutter  returned  <m  board  the  prize 
for  tile  prisoners,  and  brought  captain  Marshall  master  and  com- 
mander of  the  British  navy,  who  was  passenger  on  board,  as  also 
several  other  naval  officers  destined  for  ships  in  the  East  Indies. 

The  Java  was  an  important  ship,  fitted  out  in  the  completes® 
manner,  to  carry  lieutenant-gen.  Hislop  and  'his  staff  to  Bombay, 
and  several  naval  officers  for  different,  ships  ill  the  East  Indies  ; 
und  had  despatches  for  St.  Helena,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  every 
British  establishment  in  the  India  and  China  seas.  She  iiad  on 
board  copper  for  a 74  and  two  brigs  building  at  Bombay,  ami  I ex  - 
pect  a great  many  other  valuables ; but  every  thing  was  blown  up 
in  her,  except  the  officers’  baggage,  when  we  set  her  on  fire  at 
3 P.  M.  on  the  1st  of  January,  1813,  (nautical  time.) 

The fotlawing  is  a copy  of  the  later  above  alluded  to,  from  an  officer 
of  the  Java. 

“ Prisoner  on  board  the  American  frigate  Constitution,  St.  Salvador; 

Brazils,  January  1,  1813. 

“ My  dear  sir— I am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  unpleasant  news 
of  Mr.  Gascoine’s  death. 4 Mr.  Gascoine  and  myself  were  shipmates' 
in  the  Marlborough,  and  first  came  to  sea  together.  He  was  shot 
early  in  the  action  by  a round  shot  in  his  right  thigh,  and  died  in  a 
few  minutes  afterwards.  Four  others  of  his  messmates  shared 
the  same  fate,  together  with  60  men  killed  and  170  wounded.  The 
official  account  you  will  no  doubt  have  read  before  this  reaches 
you.  I beg  you  will  let  all  his  friends  and  relations  know  of  Ins 
untimely  late. 

•‘We  were  on  board  the  Java  fora  passage  to  India  when  we  fell 
in  with  this  frigate. — Two  parcels  I have  sent  you  under  good  care, 
and  hope  this  will  reach  vuu  safely.” 

Yours  truly,  ' H.  D.  CORNECK: 

Lieut.  Peter  V.  IVood,  22 d regiment  foot. 

Isle  of  Trance  or  Bourbon,  East  Indies . 

U.  S.  frigate  Constitution , at  sea,  25th  January,  1813. 

In  lat.  7,  20,  N.  long.  4t. 
SiR— By  this  conveyance,  (a  valuable  prize  to  the  Hornet)  I 
have  the  honor  to  send  you  a copy  of  my  despatch  from  St.  Salvq*, 
dor,  containing  the  information  of  the’  capture  and  destruction  of 
H,  B.  M.  frigate  Java,  by  the  frigate  Constitution,  under  my  com- 
mand. 

The  damage  the  Constitution  received  in  the  action,  but  more 
especially  the  decayed  state  she  is  in,  made  it  necessary  for  me  tu 
return  to  the  United  States  for  repairs  ; otherwise  1 should  have 
continued  to  prosecute  my  original  plans  for  the  operation  of  the 
squadron  under  my  command,  and  should  thereby,  beyond  doubt, 
have  considerably  distressed  the  enemy’s  commerce.  Expecting  to 
arrive  very  soon  after  your  receiving  this  letter,  induces  me  to  post- 
pone giving  you  further  particulars  until  my  arrival,  when  I shall 
have  the  honor  of  giving  you  details  in  full. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  city  of  Washington . 

Extract  of  a letter  from  commodore  Bainbridge , to  his 
friend , dated  at  sea,  Jan.  24,  1813., 

“The  Java  was  exceedingly  well  fought  and  brave- 
ly defended.  Poor  Lambert,  whose  death  I sincere- 
ly regret,  was  a distinguished  gallant  officer  and 
worthy  man.  lie  has  left  a widow  and  two  helpless 
children  ! But  his  country  makes  provision  for  such 
sad  events’. 

“We  are  now  homeward  bound.  The  damage  the 
-Constitution  received  in  the  action,  and  the  decayed 
state  she  is  in,  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  return 
to  the  United  States  for  repairs  : this  I much  regret 
— my  crew  participate  in  this  sentiment ; they  are, 
however,  consoling  themselves  with  the  hope  of  re 
ceiving  their  prize-money  for  the  Guerriere  on  their 
return.  You  would  be  highly  amused  to  hear  these 
rough,  though  noble,  sons  of  Neptune  planning  bow 
they  shall  spend  their  prize-money.  One  says  he  will 
buy  himself  a snug*  little  ship  on  the.  highest  hill  he 
can  find,  that  he  may  thence,  in  his  old  age,  view  all 
our  sea-fights — another,  that  now  he  will  marry  his 
Poll — another,  that  he  will  send  his  little  Jack  to 
school,  &e, 
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Poor  fellows,  I trust  they  will  not  be  disappointed 
in  their  expectations.  Twice  have  they  willingly, 
and  gallantly,  encountered  the  enemy,  and  twice  have 
they  succeeded : to  return  home  now,  and  find  that 
they  have  nothing  but  a remnant  of  pay  coming  to 
them,  would  be  extremely  mortifying — it  would  in- 
evitably depress  their  spirits,  and  chimp  that  noble 
ardor  which  they  have  hitherto  felt  and  displayed. 
The  officer  may  feel  differently.  For  the' perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  he  feels  a reward  in  his  own  bo- 
som, and  in  his  country’s  thanks — patriotism  and  a 
laudable  thirst  for  renown,  will  lead  him  to  court  pe- 
rils in  defence  of  his  country’s  rights.  These  feel- 
ings operate  upon  the  sailor  also  ; but  to  keep  up  the 
high  tone  of  his  ardor,  he  must  have  prize-money  in 
•vie w ! 

“True  policy,  in  my  humble  opinion,  dictates  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy’s  ships  after  capture  ; for 
by  manning  them,  even  if  they  are  left  in  a manage- 
able situation,  our  ships  would  be  so  weakened  in 
their  crews,  that  they  would  be  liable  to  be  captur- 
ed by  an  equal  or  insulted  by  an  inferior  force.  The 
act  of  destruction  is  done  by  tlie  command  of  the 
captain  only — the  crew,  who  have  exposed  their 
l ives  equally  with  him,  have  not  the  right  of  opposi- 
tion. When  I ordered  the  Java  to  be  destroyed, 
these  considerations  presented  themselves  to  my 
mind  with  great  force.  Surely  justice  and  sound 
policy  obviously  recommend  a liberal  provision  in 
their  favor.  In  making  these  observations,  I am  not 
influenced  by  any  selfish  motive — the  applause  of 
my  countrymen  has  for  me  greater  charms  than  all 
the  gold  that  glitters.  But  justice  to  those  who 
have  bravely  fought  under  my  command,  and  assist- 
ed me  in  gaining  this  victory,  requires,  at  my  hands, 
an  exertion  in  their  behalf;  and  should  it  please 
Heaven  to  conduct  us  safe  to  our  native  shores,  I 
shall  not  fail  to  use  mv  best  endeavors,  solemnly 
believing  as  I do  that  the  principle  is  all-important 
to  the  continued  successes  of  our  navy  ! For  if  it  is, 
as  I hold  it,  the  indispensible  duty  of  the  command- 
er to  destroy  the  capture,  on  account  of  the  gauntlet 
he  would  have  to  run  with  both  tlie  prize  and  his 
own  ship  (except  lie  should  be  very  near  one  of  our 
own  ports) — and  the  captain  to  receive  (which  is  al- 
most always  the  case)  all  the  honor,  and  the  others  no 
compensation — is  it  not  natural  to  suppose  that  the 
ardent  desire  which  our  seamen  at  present  so  strong- 
ly manifest  to  get  into  battle  would  diminish  ? Let 
that  once  take  place;,  and  your  naval  fights  will  not, 
I prophecy,  be  so  decisive  as  they  would  be  by 
keeping  the  ardor  up.  And  how  trifling  an  expense 
the  compensation  would  be  in  a national  view.  The 
schooner  that  I am  now  despatching,  (a  prize  to  the 
Hornet)  will  give  to  the  public  treasury  upwards  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  JAVA. 

A medley  of  interesting  particidars , collected  from 
various  sources. — The  Constitution  arrived  at  Boston 
on  the  evening  of  the  8tli  inst.  and  is  considerably 
cut  in  her  spars  and  rigging,  but  has  only  three  shots 
in  her  hull.  She  left  St.  Salvador  January  6,  which 
port  she  entered  to  discharge  the  prisoners ; and  was 
fully  prepared,  at  any  time,  to  captui*e  another  fri- 
gate, if  her  good  fortune  had  placed  one  in  the  way. 
Ccfcn.  Bainhridge,  on  landing  at  Boston , was  received 
with  a salute  of  cannon,  and  the  loud  acclamations 
of  thousands  ; many  instruments  of  sweet  music  play- 
ing the  good  old  tune  of  Yankee  doodle — the  streets 
were  filled  with  a delighted  populace,  and  the  “house 
and  chimney  tops”  covered  with  people.  The  vete- 
ran Rodgers  was  on  his  right  hand.  Party  feeling* 
was  prostrated  in  national  glory.  Let  us  keep  the 
dxmon  down. The  legislature  of  Massachu- 

setts, being  in  session,  passed  a vote  of  thanks.— 


The  Java  was  fitted  out  in  the  highest  stile  for  tlie 
purpose  of  conveying  lieut.  gen.  Hislop  to  his  import- 
ant command.  She  was  formerly  tlie  French  ship 
Renomme , captured  off  Madagascar,  and  then  rated 
by  tlie  British  at  44  guns.  In  SteeCs  lists  she  is  cal- 
led only  a thirty -six,  though  the  British  put  on  board 
five  more  guns  than  she  had  when  they  took  her,  be- 
ing 49  in  all.  Thus  is  the  British  public  deceived 
into  “glorious  victory.”  Her  metal  and  guns  were 
as  follow  : 28  eighteen  pounders  on  the  main  deck ; 
14  thirty-two  pounders  on  tlie  quarter-deck  : 4 do. 
and  2 two  large  12  pounders  on  the  forecastle — one 
shifting  gun,  24  pounder — total  49  guns.  Her  18 
pound  shot,  as  they  are  called,  want  only  3lbs.  of  be- 
ing as  heavy  as  the  24-’s  of  tlie  Constitution , and  her 
32’s  are  heavier  than  the  American  32’s.  Her  quar- 
ter bills  shew  that  she  had  one  man  on  the  main  deck, 
and  two  men  more  at  each  gun  on  tlie  upper  deck, 
than  the  Constitution  had  ; yet  the  latter  fired  nearly 
two  broadsides  for  her  one.  The  Java  touched  art 
St.  Jago,  and  there  learned  that  the  Essex  was  on 
the  coast ; and  supposing  the  Constitution  to  be  that 
ship,  kept  at  long*  shot,  becuuse  the  Essex  has  car- 
ronnades  oply.  This  is  but  a lame  excuse  for  not  clos 
ing  in,  as  she  had  the  power  to  do.  On  board  the 
Java  was  the  copper  for  a 74  and  two  sloops  of  war 
building  at  Bombay , and  other  articles  of  great  va- 
lue. The  Constitution  had  parted  with  tlie  Hornet 
some  days  before  the  battle,  but  afterwards  met 
her  at  St.  Salvador.  Lieutenant-general  Hislop  pre- 
sented an  elegant  sword  to  com.  Bainbridge , in  com- 
pliment to  his  magnanimity  and  humanity  to  towards 
the  prisoners. 

The  officers  of  the  Java  informed  com.  Babibridfe, 
that  the  Essex  had  captured  a; sloop  of  war  and  four 
very  valuable  prizes.  The  sloop  is  said  to  be  the 
Nancy,  It.  Fenwick. 

The  Hornet , besides  the  prize  that  has  arrived  in 
the  Delaware , had  recaptured  the  American  ship 
William,  a prize  to  the  Java.  The  Hornet  carries  l6 
guns  ; and,  it  is  stated,  challenged  the  commander 
of  a British  sloop  of  war  the  Bonne  Citoyenne , of  22 
guns,  then  lying  in  St.  Salvador , com.  Bainbridge 
pledging  his  honor  not  to  interfere.  Lt.  Lawrence  is 
a charming*  fellow — but  the  English  would  not  fight 
— a race  may  be  expected,  for  the  Hornet  waits  on 
the  coast  to  catch  the  Englishman  ; who  has  oil  board 

A MILLION  AND  A HALF  OF  DOLLAUS. 

We  have  good  news  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake.— 
See  prize  list.  Besides  those  mentioned,  she  had 
taken  four  other  as  valuable  vessels,  and  was  left  in 
chase  of  eleven  sail  of  large  ships , two  of  them  of  900 
tons  each , under  convoy  of  a sloop  of  war.  As  the 
Chesapeake  sails  well,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
she  may  come  up  with  the  whole  of  them.  As  they 
say  in  Boston,  we  cry,  “ God  send  /”  The  Chesapeake 
had  been  chased  by  two  British  frigates  in  company, 
but  soon  lost  them. 

It  is  understood  that  the  United  States  have  taken 
the  Macedonian  frigate  at  the  valuation  of  $200,000. 

A letter  from  Little  Egg  Harbor,  February  8th, 
says — “A  British  74  gun  ship  has  been  on  shore  at  the 
beach,  and  compelled  to  throw  her  guns  overboard, 
before  she  could  be  got  off.” 

We  have  a list  of  about  15  vessels,  of  various  de- 
scriptions, captured  by  the  British  squadron  in  the 
Chesapeake.  The  prisoners  have  been  sent  to.  Nor- 
folk in  cartels. 

The  British  in  our  bay  are  literally  a set  of  plun- 
derers— they  seize, or  steal,  the  most  trifling  articles, 
such  as  the  etiquette  of  honorable  war  bus  always 
regarded  sacred.  We  suppose  this  is  the  “ magna- 
nimity” we  hear  so  touch  of:  It  is  a good  match  for 
their  love  of  “ religion  and  liberty .”  In  this  general 
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censure,  we  except  captain  Byi'on , of  the  Belvidera. 

The  following  was  inserted  on  the  coffee-house 
books,  at  Baltimore,  on  the  24th  inst. 

By  a prisoner  who  left  the  blockading  fleet  in  Lyn- 
haven  bay  a few  davs  ago,  we  learn  that  the  squad- 
ron consisted  of  5 frigates,  anchored  within  hail  of 
each  other — Each  frigate  has  two  launches,  with  a 
6ib.  howitzer,  manned  with  from  25  to  30  men  each 
— those  launches,  in  good  weather,  go  as  far  as  ten 
or  fifteen  miles  up  the  bay,  to  look  out  for  vessels 
bound  down,  and  generally  return  to  the  fleet  in  the 
evening — they  also  cruise  ail  night  between  the  fleet 
and  the  middle  ground — they  hive  a pilot  boat  sta- 
tioned outside  the  capes,  as  a decoy  for  vessels 
bound  in,  and  keep  a tender  cruising  inside  to  aid 
the  launches. 

Our  last  accounts  from  Bermuda  state  that  8 ships 
of  the  line,  and  a number  of  frig-ates  were  hourly 
expected  from  England,  to  blockade  our  coast.  Let 
them  come  ; — as  one  of  our  primitive  patriots  said 
on  a similar  occasion,  “if  surrounded  by  a wall  of 
brass  a thousand  miles  high,  we  can  live  indepen- 
dent and  happy.” 

British  justice.— ~X  London  ministerial  paper  of  the 
15th  Dec.  says,  “It  is  highly  ridiculous  to  hear  Ame- 
“rica  talk  of  maritime  rights.  What  means  has  she 
“of  enforcing  them  ?”  This  is  in  strict  concord  with 
the  uniform  comductof  Great  Britain-  Power  is  the 
only  law  she  acknowledges. 

Nelsonising  the  main. — Two  74’s  and  five  or  six 
frigates,  fearlessly  blockade  one  frigate,  the  Con- 
stellation, in  the  Chesapeake  ; and  250  men,  in  ten 
great  boats  or  launches,  well  armed  with  heavy 
guns  and  musketry,  have  taken  a little  schooner, 
the  Lottery , with  29  men,  after  a dreadful  fight  of 
between  two  and  three  hoars — in  the  mean  time, 
Bainbridge , Evans , Porter  and  Lawrence,  are  hunt- 
ing British  vessels  on  the  high  seas.  The  first , 
more  fortunate  than  his  fellows,  has  found  what  he 
wanted,  an  enemy  frigate  of  superior  force.  The 
second, at  our  last  accounts  from  him,  had  good  game 
in  view.  The  third,  with  an  eagle-eye,  is  picking 
up  every  thing  he  sees.  The  fourth  is  looking  af- 
ter a more  powerful  vessel  than  his  own,  laden  with 
a million  and  a half  of  dollars.  Rogers  and  Deca- 
tur, Smith  and  Jones,  are  preparing  for  another 
hunt,  and  will  make  an  early  start  to  catch  some 
Englishmen.  What  a lesson  is  to  be  found  in  the 
enterprises  of  our  seamen  ! Where  would  rest  the 
“trident  of  the  main,”  if  we  had  the  ships  that 
France  retains  in  her  ports  ? 

Original  Anecdotes. — When  the  news  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Java  frigate  was  received  at  the  mer- 
chant’s cofFee  house  in  Baltimore,  eveiy  eye  sparkled 
with  joy,  and  every  tongue  was  employed  in  extolling 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution.  A dry  old 
seaman,  observing  the  scene,  fixed  the  muscles  of 
his  face  into  indifference,  and  roughly  denied  the 
credit  so  liberally  bestowed,  swearing  that  merit 
was  only  due  to  one  person  on  board  the  Constitu- 
tion. “Who  is  that?”  demanded  several  in  sur- 
prize. “I  don’t  know,”  said  the  son  of  the  ocean, 
“but  (givinghis  quid  of  tobacco  a luscious  squeeze) 
he  is  the  man  or  boy  that  first  saw  the  enemy, 
and  lie  is  a d — d clever  fellow  for  keeping  such 
a good  look  out !” 

The  masts  of  the  Java  going  by  the  board,  as 
the  custom  is,  in  homage  of  the  stars  and  stripes 
of  Columbia , it  was  shrewdly  suggested  that  they, 
also,  must  have  been  “defective.”  A patriotic  black- 
smith hearing  the  remark,  observed  that  such  was 
doubt  less  the  case  ; and  gravely  proposed  it  should 
be  recommended  to  the  board  of  Admiralty  to  have 
them  made  of  tough  wrought  iron. 


IN  HONOR  OF  THE  ENEMY. 

Though  capt.  Byron  has  performed  nothing  more 
than  the  duty  of  an  honorable  man,  and  merely 
emulated  the  generous  conduct  of  our  own  tars , 
whether  in  public  ships  or  private  armed  vessels  ; 
it  is  to  his  glory  to  contrast  his  proceedings  with 
the  tomahawking  and  scalping  of  the  wounded  under 
sufferance  of  his  fellow  countrymen  on  land,  and 
the  general  cold-blooded  cruelty  and  indiscrimi- 
nate rapine  of  his  brethren  at  sea.  If  the  fortune 
of  war  should  ever  throw  him  into  our  hands,  his 
vnanly  behaviour  will  be  requited  a thousand  fold, 
by  a people  that  know  how  to  value  him. 

United  States  frigate  Constellation,  Feb.  16, 1813 
Sin,  At  the  solicitation  of  capt.  South  comb’s 
friends  I sent  a flag  down  to  the  squadron  of  the  ene- 
my in  Lynhaven  Roads,  to  bring  him  and  his  two 
wounded  men  up  to  Norfolk,  where  their  situation 
could  be  rendered  more  comfortable. 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  a copy  of  captain  Byron’s 
note  to  captain  Gould  on  the  subject,  as  also  copies 
of  mv  letter  to  captain  Byron  and  his  answer.  The 
cartel  returned  last  evening  with  the  body  of  capt. 
Southcomb  ; he  was  wounded  in  five  places,  gallant- 
ly defending  his  vessel  against  a number  of  armed 
boats.  While  such  instances  of  bravery  cannot  but 
inspire  the  enemy  with  respect  for  the  American 
character,  I trust  this  instance  among  many  others  of 
the  humanity  and  generosity  of  captain  Byron  will 
not  be  forgotton  by  our  countrymen. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
very  obedient  servant,  CHS.  STEWART. 

Hon.  Willtam  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

February  11  th,  1813. 

Sir,  I am  glad  in  being  able  to  get  the  little  box 
of  China  for  Mrs.  Gould — rest  assured  in  every  at- 
tention being  paid  to  the  unfortunate  captain  John 
Southcomb  and  his  two  wounded  men — whatever 
vessel  comes  for  them  shall  be  treated  with  due  res- 
pect, for  which  I have  the  senior  captain’s  authority. 

I am  your  humble  servant, 

R.  BYRON. 

Captain  Gould. 

United  States  frigate  Constellation,  Norfolk  Harbor, 
February.  13,  1813. 

Sir,  Capt  Gold  has  handed  me  a note  you  address- 
ed to  him  of  the  11th  Inst,  in  which  you  state  “by 
authority  of  the  senior  captain  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s squadron  in  Lynhaven  bay,  that  captain 
Southcomb  and  his  two  wounded  men  will  be  deli- 
vered to  any  vessel  that  may  come  for  them.” 

I send  a flag  down  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving those  unfortunate  men  and  avail  myself  of 
this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  your  attention  and 
humanity  to  the  unfortunate. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  verv  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Senior  officer  at  Norfolk. 
P.  S.  Doctor  Ray  goes  with  the  flag  to  attend  the 
wounded  men  should  there  be  any  necessity. 

Captain  Richard  Byron,  commanding 

his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  Belvidera. 

Belvidera,  Lynhaven  anchorage, 

February  13,  1813. 
Sir — I received  your  letter  of  this  morning  by 
Doctor  Ray  ; it  is  with  extreme  concern  I acquaint 
you  the  unfortunate  and  gallant  captain  John  South- 
comb  expired  this  morning.  It  will  be  satisfactory 
in  some  degree  to  his  widow,  to  know  he  had  truly  a 
religious  sense  of  his  situation,  latterly  delirious, 
without  the  excels  of  pain  that  might  have  been  ex» 
pected.  Capt.  Gold  and  his  steward  have  charge  of 
his  effects  HU  body  will  be  placed  in  the  can  -j. 


414 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER ORDER  IN  COUNCIL, 


so  soon  as  the  coffin  can  be  prepared.  The  two 
wounded  men  at  their  own  request  went  up  in  the 
former  cartel,  which  I am  sorry  to  hear  got  on  shore. 

I am  extremely  flattered  with  the  part  of  your  let- 
ter thanking  me  for  attention  and  humanity  to  the 
unfortunate,  which  gives  me  the  most  perfect  assur- 
ance of  the  generous  feelings  of  capt.  Chas.  Stewart. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  R.  BYRON. 

Captain  Charles  Stewart , captain  of  the 

United  States1  frigate  Constellation . 

American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PAOE  383. 

*‘The  winditand  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission , spreads 2” 

British  Naval  Register . 

Tbe  London  Sun  of  Dee.  1 5,  says,  “his  [Mr.  Madison’s]  militia 
ami  regulars  are  already  disposed  of— bis  navy  is  now  bespoke  by 
otiv  cruisers,  and  will  he  wholly  sent  home  to  British  ports  by  the 
totri mencemeut  of  spring.” 

“Tbe  capture  of  the  Gnerriere  is  made  a prominent  feature, 
and  as  it  is  the  first,  and  probably  will  be  the  last,  triumph  of  the 
American  navy,  they  do  right  to  make  as  much  of  it  as  possible.” 
London  Courier , Dec.  15,  1812. 

The  London  Quarterly  Review  for  Sept,  contains  the  following 
paragraph  : 

“We  will  not  stop  to  degrade  the  British  navy  by  condescending 
"to  enter  into  a comparison  between  the  high  order,  the  discipline 
•$hd  comfort  of  an  English  man  of  war  and  an  American  frighte. 
“We  disdain  any  speh  comparison.” 

Qp= W e have  the  great  pleasure  to  introduce  to  our 
readers  this  week  a list  of  prizes,  “snugly”  account- 
ed for,  worth  to  the  enemy  between  two  and  three 
millions  of  dollars — and  look-out  daily  for  valuable 
additions— -see  naval  “events  of  the  war.” 

345.  Tiie  frigate  JAV  A,  of  49  guns,  taken  by  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Constitution , and  burnt,  being  battered 
to  pieces  by  the  “Yankees.”  See  official  account,  &c. 
page  410. 

346.  Brig captured  by  tbe  Growler  privateer, 

and  released  after  dispossesingher  of  many  valuables. 

347.  Ship  Diligence,  of  12  guns,  a government 
transport,  a great  ship  laden  with  most  valuable  mi- 
litary stores,  wrecked  near  Machias,  (see  page  365) 
and  set  on  lire  by  the  British.  Col.  Ulmer , command- 
ing the  United  States  volunteers  on  the  Eastern  fron- 
tier, recovered  from  the  wreck,  10  pieces  241b  can- 
non, 15  of  12, 2 of  9,  with  the  carriages  for  the  large 
pieces  and  various  useful  appurtenances,  also  25  ton 
$f  shot  &c.  &c.  We  therefore  call  this  a good  prize. 

348.  Schooner , captured  by  the  Gallinipper 

privateer  and  ransomed. 

349.  Ship  Neptune  10  guns,  from  London  for  Rio 
Janeiro,  with  a very  rich  cargo  of  brandy,  wine  and 
dry  g*oods,  sent  into  Portland,  by  the  Decatur  priva- 
teer. The  Neptune  is  a large  ship,  coppered,  and 
of  the  first  class.  Her  • cargo  is  500  pipes  brandy 
and  wine,  20  bales  dry  goods,  and  ten  cases  watches  ! 
The  Decatur  has  taken  two  other  vessels  and  sent 
tliem  to  France. 

250.  Ship , from  Quebec  for  London,  laden 

with  timber,  comprising  the  whole  frame  of  a ship 
of  74  guns,  sent  into  Lvennebeck,  by  tbe  America  of 
Salem.  The  timber  is,  doubtless,  duly  seasoned,  and 
is  just  in  time. 

351.  Ship  Volunteer,  12  guns,  400  tons  burthen, 
coppered,  a ship  of  the  first  class,  from  London  for 
Brazil,  deeply  laden  with  dry  goods  and  copper,  sent 
into  Portsmouth  by  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  and  said 
to  be  worth  £ 150,000  sterling. 

352.  Ship , burnt  by  the  Chesapeake , after  tak- 

ing out  of  her  goods  worth  $200,000.  See  “events  of 
the  war” — naval. 

353.  Schooner  Ellen,  sent  into  New-Castle  (Del.) 
laden  with  dry  goods,  worth  $250,000,  by  the  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  Hornet.  (CrThe  Ellen  is  one  of  the 
American  vessels  that  wifefpeaceaHy.  captured  under 
the  orders  to'  council — restored  by  eafivio^  laws 


354.  Ship  , 20  guns,  laden  with  mahogany 

and  log  wood,  sent  into  New-Orleans  by  the  privateer 
Spy,  of  that  port:. 

[Fill  up  the  blank  in  the  prize  list  no.  341,  and  read 
“ship  Arabella.”]  . 


British  Order  in  Council. 

The  following  order  in  council,  with  the  letter  of  in- 
structions annexed,  is  an  open  attempt  to  reduce 
to  practice  the  theory  that  John  Henry  labored  to 
establish  at  Boston.  It  remains  to  be  9een  whe- 
ther the  people  of  the  “ Eastern  States”  wdljoiu 
in  this  infamous  plan ; or  whether,  as  when  the 
port  of  Boston  was  shut,  they  will  make  a common 
cause  with  the  rest 

Congress  may  and  ought  to  remedy  this  abominable 
attempt.  Every  vessel  sailing  by , “ permission. ” of 
the  enemy  should  be  treated  as  of  the  enemy.  Let 
a law  be  passed  to  this  effect,  and  our  privateers 
will  enforce  it.  By  existing  laws,  that  mail  is  con- 
sidered a traitor  who  traffics  with  Canada  ; is  the 
nature  of  the  Fact  changed  by  bis  “comforting” 
the  enemy  in  his  Wesl-India  possessions. 

From  the  Bermuda  Gazette  of  January  16. 

Bermuda,  alias  Somer Islands. 

By  his  excellency  brigadier-general  George  Ilors- 
ford,  lieutenant-governor  and  commander-in-chief, 
in  and  over  these  Islands,  &c.  See.  &c.  a procla- 
mation. 

Whereas  I have  received  a copy  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  prince  regent’s  order  in  council,  bearing 
date  at  the  court  at  Carlton  House,  the  26th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1812,  which  order  is  in  the  words  following, 
viz — Whereas  during  the  late  and  present  war,emer- 
gencies  have  at  various  times  arisen-  essentially  af- 
fecting the  necessary  supply  of  the  Britsh  West -In- 
dia islands,  and  of  lands  and  territories  belonging 
to  his  majesty  on  the  continent  of  South  America,- 
and  it  has  been  found  expedient  and  necessary,  for 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  said  islands,  lands,  &e. 
and  for  tbe  support  of  tbe  inhabitants  thereof,  fur- 
ther to  extend,  for  a limited  time,  the  importation 
into,  and  exportation  from  the  said  islands,  lands 
and  territories.  His  royal  highness  the  prince  re- 
gent, in  the  name  and  on  tbe  behalf  of  his  majesty, 
is  pleased,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  of  his-  majesty’s 
privy  council,  to  authorise  and  empower  the  govern- 
or or  lieutenant-governor  of  any  of  the  islands  or 
territories  in  the  West-Indies,  (in  wbichdescription 
the  Bahama  islands  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer 
islands  are  included)  and  of  any  of  the  lands  or  ter- 
ritories on  the  continent  of  Soutii  America  to  Ills 
majesty  belonging  ; and  theV  are  hereby  respective- 
ly authorised  and  empowered  to  permit,  until  the 
30th  day  of  June,  1813,  the  importation  into  the- 
said  islands,  lands  and  territories,  respectively,  of 
staves  and  lumber,  horses,  mules,  asses,  neat  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs,  and  every  oilier  species  of  live  stock, 
and  live  provisions,  and  also  of  every  other  kind  of 
provisions  whatsoever,  (beef,  pork,  butter,  salted, 
dried  and  pickled  fish  excepted)  in  any  unarmed  ship 
or  vessel  not  belonging  to  France,  or  to  the  subjects 
or  inhabitants  thereof,  or  of  any  port  or  place  annex- 
ed to  the  territories  of  France,  under  the  license  ot 
the  said  respective  governors  or  lieutenant-govern- 
ors, which  are  hereby  empowered  to  grant  in  his  ma- 
jesty’s name,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  his  roy- 
al highness  the  prince  regent,  in  tbe  name  and  on 
the  hdhalf  of  his  majesty,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
think  fit  to  issue,  to  be  signified  by  one  of  his  majes- 
ty’s principal  secretaries  of  state ; and  also  to  per- 
mit, under  licenses  to  be  granted  as  aforesaid,  tiia. 
exportation  from  the  said  islands,  lands  and  tern- 
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ivv'e.s,  into  which  such  importation  as  aforesaid  shall 
he  made,  and  in  the  ships  aforesaid  in  which  such 
importation  shall  have  been  made,  of  rum  and  mo- 
lasses, and  of  any  other  goods  and  commodities 
whatsoever,  except  sugar,  indigo,  cotton,  wool,  cof- 
fee and  cocoa.  Provided  that  such  ships  or  vessels 
shall  duly  enter  into,  report  and  deliver  their  re- 
spective cargoes,  and  re-load  at  such  ports  only 
where  regular  custom-houses  shall  have  been  estab- 
lished. But  it  is  his  royal  highness*  pleasiwe,  never- 
theless, and  his  royal  highness,  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  and  by  ail'd  with  the  ad- 
vice aforesaid,  is  pleased  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
Ordered,  that  nothing  herein  before  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  permit  the  importation  of  staves, 
lumber,  horses,  mules,  asses,  neat  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  poultry,  live  stock,  live  provisions,  or  any 
kind  of  provisions  whatever  as  aforesaid,  into  any 
of  the  said  islands,  lands  or  territories  in  which 
there  shall  not  be,  at  the  time  when  such  articles 
fd-all  be  brought  for  importation,  the  following  du- 
ties on  such  articles  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  namely  : 

On  wheat  flour,  per  barrel  not  weighing 

more  than  196  lbs.  nett  weight  £0  5 8 

On  bread  or  biscuit  of  wheat  flour  or  any 
other  grain,  per  barrel,  not  exceeding 
more  than  100  lbs.  0 3 4 

On  bread,  for  every  100  lbs.  made  of 
wheat,  or  any  other  grain,  imported  in 
bags  or  other  packages  than  barrels, 
weighing  as  aforesaid,  0 3 4 

On  flour  or  meal,  made  from  rye,  peas, 
beans,  Indian  corn,  or  other  gTain  than 
•frheat,  per  barrel,  not  weighing  more 
than  196  lbs.  0 3 4 

On  peas,  beans,  rye,  Indian  corn,  callivan- 

ces,  or  other  grain,  per  bushel,  0 0 10 

On  rice,  for  every  100  lbs.  nett  weight, 
and  so  in  proportion  for  a less  or  larger 
quantity,  0.3  4 

On  shingles,  called  Boston  chips,  not  more 

than  1 foot  in  length,  per  M.  0 3 4 

On  shingles  being  more  than  one  foot  in 

length,  per  M.  0 6 8 

For  every  1200,  commonly  called  1000, 

of  red  oak  staves,  10  0 

For  every  1200,  commonly  called  1000, 
white  oak  staves,  and  for  every  1000 
pieces  of  heading,  0 15  0 

For  every  1000  feet  of  white  or  yellow 
pine  lumber,  of  all  descriptions,  0 10  0 

For  every  1000  feet  of  pitch  pine  lumber  0 15  0 
For  all  other  kinds  of  wood  or  timber, 
not  before  enumerated,  0 15  0 

For  every  1000  wood  hoops  0 5 Q 

And  in  proportion  for  a less  or  larger 
quantity  of  all  and  every  the  articles 
enumerated. 

Horses,  neat  cattle  and  other  live  stock, 
for  every  £100  of  the  value  thereof,  at 
the  port  or  at  the  place  of  importation  10  0 0 

And  whereas,  I have  deemed  it  expedient  and  ne- 
cessary to  make  known  and  publish  the  same  with- 
in this  his  majesty’s  government,  I do  therefore 
issue  this  my  proclamation,  to  the  end  that  all  per- 
sons whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  being  duly  ap- 
prised thereof  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
Islands,  this  14th  day  of  January,  1813,  and 
in  the  53d  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign. 

GEORG#  HQBrSFQRD, 
his  excellency’s  command, 

JiOHERT  KeXNEDT. 

Gad  -s av&  t.he  Ki*i • 


C CIRCULAR.  J 
Downing-Strekt,  Noy.  9,  1812. 

Sir. — I have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  an  order 
of  council,  which  has  been  judged  expedient  to 
issue,  in  consequence  of  existing  hostilities  between 
his  majesty  and  the  United  States.  By  this  order 
you  arc  authorised  to  grant  licences  for  importation 
of  certain  articles  enumerated  in  the  same  order, 
and  for  the  exportation  of  certain  articles  also  enu- 
merated in  the  same,  in  the  ships  in  which  the  im- 
portation shall  be  made. 

This  intercourse  is  to  be  subject  to  the  condition 
stated  in  the  order,  and  sash  instructions  as  you  may 
from  time  to  time  receive  from  one  of  his  majesty’s 
principal  secretaries  of  state.  I am  commanded  by 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  to  signify  to 
you  that  in  granting  the  licences  for  importation  of 
the  above  enumerated  articles,  you  take  care  that 
the  articles  so  to  be  imported  be  severally  enume- 
rated in  the  body  of  the  license,  that  the  port  or 
place  from  whence  the  importation  is  to  be  made* 
and  the  port  to  which  the  vessel  is  bound  be  also  in- 
serted in  the  body  of  the  licence. 

That  if  the  person  applying  for  the  licence,  shall 
not  be  able  to  state  the  name  of  the  vessel  on  board 
of  which  the  proposed  importation  is  to  be  made, 
the  condition  of  the  licence  should  be  that  the  name 
of  the  vessel,  the  name  of  the  master,  her  tonnage 
and  national  character,  be  endorsed  on  the  licence 
on  quitting  her  port  of  clearance,  and  that  the  con- 
dition of  her  licence  should  also  be  that  she  pro- 
ceed direct  for  the  port  of  her  destination. 

Although  the  order  authorizes  you  to  permit  the 
importations  of  the  enumerated  articles  in  any  ves- 
sel not  French,  you  will  not  grant  these  licences  to 
any  except  vessels  in  amity  with  his  majesty,  unless 
you  are  convinced  that  the  island  will  be  exposed  to 
serious  embarrassments  by  so  confining  the  importa- 
tion in  question. 

Whatever  importations  are  proposed  to  be  made 
under  the  order  from  the  United  States,  should  be 
bv  vour  licences  confined  to  the  ports  in  the  EAST- 
ERN STATES  EXCLUSIVELY,  unles*  you  have 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  object  of  the  order  would 
not  be  fulfilled  if  licences  are  not  also  granted  for 
importations  from  the  other  ports  in  the  U.  States. 

With  respect  to  the  licences  for  exportation  osi 
board  the  vessels  in  which  an  importation  shall  have 
been  previously  made,  you  will  observe  that  the  or- 
der does  not  require  that  the  port  of  destination  is 
such  case  shall  be  the  same  Us  that  from  whence 
the  importation  had  been  made,  but  you  will  take 
care  that  in  the  body  of  the  licence  be  inserted  the 
name  of  the  vessel,  her  tonnage,  &c.  port  of  clear- 
ance, and  the  port  of  destination  ; and  that  the  car- 
go be  described  in  the  body  of  the  licence,  accord- 
ing to  the  words  of  the  order  : viz,  rum,  molasses, 
or  any  other  goods  and  commodities,  whatsoever, 
except  sugar,  indigo,  cotton,wooV coffee,  and  cocoa-. 

You  will  take  csjre  that  the  term  of  the  import 
license  does  not  exceed  the  term  of  the  order  on 
which  it  is  granted,  and  that  you  do  not  issue  any 
licence  for  exportation  under  this  order  after  that 
period. 

The  fee  payable  for  each  licen^p  is  not  in  any  oasts 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  <£1  Is. 

To  Lt.  Gov.  Harcourt,  8cc. 


CORRECTION. — The  report  of  the  committee  of  grievances  and 
courts  of  justice,  raised  in  tnc  house  of  delegates  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  was  published  in  the  REGISTER  as  it  issued  from  that 
committee.  But  hii  amendment  was  made  by  striking  out  those 
words,  (having  reference -to  major  Barney  /‘instead  of  preserving  a 
dignified  stand,  such  as  became  a soldier,  he  so  conducted  himself 
as”— and  inserting  in  the  place  of  them— “At*  attempted  by  concilia-- 
tronar.d  be'su&si  vi,  to  induce  the  mob  ta  disperse,  which  had  the  ef.' 
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Number  Seventy-Eight. 

The  present  number  closes  the  third  volume  of  the 
Weekly  Register,  and  brings  round  a second  peri- 
od for  the  payment  of  five  dollars  for  the  current 
year.  The  subscribers  in  Baltimore  will  be  immedi- 
ately waited  upon,  and  the  bills,  as  usual,  have  been 
sent  to  the  different  agents.  Gentlemen  residing  in 
places  where  there  are  not  agents,  will  be  pleased 
speedily  to  remit  by  mail.  The  editor  has  the  right 
to  hope  for  universal  payment;  for  never  was  great- 
er drudgery  bestowed  to  deserve  it. 

The  promised  appf,ndix  will  issue  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible— in  from  6 to  8 weeks  ; it  will  be  voluminous 
and  expensive,  and  require  time  as  well  as  money  to 
complete  it.  With  the  appendix  will  be  forwarded 
a much  improved  and  complete  index  for  the  volume. 
The  appendix  being  designed  as  a “free  gift  of  gra- 
titude^ to  the  real  friends  of  the  work,  none  others 
can  expect  to  receive  it. 

The  Register  will  be  suspended,  after  the  pre- 
sent number,  to  all  persons  in  arrears  for  the  first 
year.  No  man  shall  patronize  me  for  two  years  by 
the  use  of  his  name  only.  Those  ’from  whom  the 
last  year’s  subscription  remains  due,  must  pay  $ 10 
for  that  and  the  present  year,  before  the  paper  can 
be  resumed. 

The  next  volume  will,  in  all  human  probability, 
comprize  the  most  interesting  period  of  time  our 
country  ever  saw.  With  increased  resources  and 
liberaLencourag’ement  to  labor,  the  editor  expects  to 
add  much  to  the  value  of  the  work,  in  several  in- 
teresting particulars.  It  has  been  observed  by  ma- 
ny that  they  would  gladly  increase  the  price  of  sub- 
scription for  an  increased  quantity  of  matter — this 
desirable  object  may  be  attained  without  additional 
cost,  by  recommending*  the  work  to  their  neighbors, 
and  impressing  upon  all  the  necessity  of  complying 
with  its  terms — and  supplements  shall  shew  that  the 
editor  only  requires  the  ability  to  meet  his  will. 

Agents  are  earnestly  requested  to  return  the  names 
of  those  gentlemen  from  whom  they  have  received, 
or  may  receive  payment,  that  error  may  be  avoided 
■ — that  the  punctual  may  be  attended  to,  the  ne- 
glectful being  neglected.  The  subscribers  to  the 
Register  are  now  more  than  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  ,•  the  publication  is  only  of  eighteen  months 
standing ; but  from  50  to  80  new  patrons  are  re- 
ceived every  month,  among  whom  are  many  gentle- 
men of  the  first  consideration  in  the  republic. 

(£}'  Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  post-paid. 


American  Seamen. 

REPORT. 

The  secretary  of  state,  agreeably  to  a resolution 
of  the  senate  of  the  28th  January  last,  requiring  a 
statement  of  the  whole  number  of  seamen  annually 
registered,  under  the  act  of  the  28th  of  May,  1796, 
entitled  “An  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
American  seamen,”  distinguishing  the  number  so 
registered  in  each  year,  according  to  returns  made 
to  the  department  of  state  by  collectors  of  different 
ports,  lias  the  honor  to  submit,  the  following  ab- 
stract, from  the  returns  made  to  this  department, 
distinguished  by  the  several  years  when  they  were 
so  made. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  from  the  defi- 
ciency of  returns,  it  is  to  be  reasonably  inferred  that 
the  number  of  seamen  actually  enregistered  in  the 
United  States  during  the  period  embraced  in  this 
report,  exceeds  that  now  stated  by  one  third. 

END  OF  VOLU.V 


Abstract  of  seamen  registered  in  the  several  cvxtou* 
houses  of  the  United  States,  according  to  returns 
made  to  the  department  of  state. 


For 

the  : 

3 last  quarters 

of  the  year  1796 

4,849 

For 

the 

year 

1797 

9,021 

For 

the 

year  . 

. 1798 

7,031 

For 

the 

year 

1799 

6,514 

For 

the 

year  . 

. 1800 

3,390 

For 

the 

year 

1801 

6,917 

For 

the 

year  . 

. 1802 

891 

For 

the 

year 

1803 

10,724 

For 

the 

year  . 

, 1804 

6,822 

For 

the 

year 

1805 

10,722 

For 

the 

year  . 

. 1806 

9,900 

For 

the 

year 

1807 

7,937 

For 

the 

year  . 

. 1808 

1,121 

For 

the 

year  * . 

1809 

9,170 

For 

the 

ygar  . 

. 1810 

3,668 

For 

the 

year 

1811 

4,828 

For 

the 

year  . 

. 1812 

3,252 

Total, 

106,757 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  MONROE. 

Department  of  Sate,  February  18th,  1813. 


The  Brig  Hiram  of  Baltimore. 

This  was  the  case  of  a vessel  bound  to  Lisbon  from 
Baltimore ,'  with  a cargo  of  flour,  having  a British 
license  authenticated  by  the  hand  of  Andrew  Allen, 
junior,  at  Boston,  who,  under  the  date  of  September 
1 5th,  1812,  signs  himself  “his  Britannic  majesty's 
consul  for  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  New-Hamp- 
sliire,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut an  order  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  should  be  remitted  to 
England,  was  also  found  on  board  her  by  the  Thorn 
privateer,  by  whom  she  was  sent  into  Marblehead. 
In  the  District  court,  held  at  Boston,  February  6, 
judge  Davis  presiding,  the  vessel  was  ordered  to  be 
restored,  but  without  cost  or  damages,  to  the  claim- 
ant. A friend  has  furnished  us  with  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  which  may  be  esteemed  important ; it  is 
too  long  tor  insertion  at  present. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Under  a prospect  of  receiving  a copy  of  the  ex- 
pected communication  from  General  W inchester,  we 
kept  open  tills  page  until  after  the  arrival  of  the 
southern  lttai',  which,  however  did  not  bring  it. 

The  senate  have  rejected  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
employment  of  foreign  seamen,  by  a majority  of  one 
vote  ; owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  accidental  absence  of 
several  members  when  the  question  was  taken — all 
the  ‘federalists”  voting*  against  it. 

The  president  has  communicated  the  order  in 
council  (see  page  414)  to  congress,  reprehending  its 
policy  as  it  deserves. 

A lettcrfVom  Utica  received  in  Baltimore  this  day, 
on  information  from  a person  who  was  in  battle  at  the 
River  Raisin, says,  the  enemy  force  consisted  of  1100 
Indians,  300  British  regulars,  and  400  militia,  with 
7 pieces  of  artillery.  The  resistance  made  by  our 
troops  was  of  tha  most  gallant  character,  and  our 
loss  in  killed  is  said  not  to  exceed  250.  The  British 
charged  three  times  with  the  bayonet  and  were  re- 
pulsed. There  loss  is  thought  nearly  to  have  equal- 
led our  own  ; except  that  the  wounded  Americans 
were  murdered. 

We  have  no  foreign  or  domestic  news,  since  our 
last,  of  importance,  other  than  is  to  be  found  in  the 
“Events  of  the  War.” 

[E  THE  THIRD 
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Herbert’s  British  Tax  Tables 

FOR  1813. 

Containing1  the  Assessments,  Stamps,  Property  Tax, 
&c.  {Stamped  by  Act  of  Parliament , and  pub- 

lished by  authority.) 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES  OF  EXCISE  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

On  Rides  and  Skins . 

£.  s.  d. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoise 
of  hides  of  what  kind  soever,  and  of  calf- 
skins, kip,  hog  skins,  and  seal  skins,\vhich 
shall  be  tanned  in  Great  Britain,  and  of 
sheep  skins  and  lamb  skins,  for  gloves  and 
bazils  - - - - - - - 0 0 1 2-2 

For  every  dozen  of  goat  skins  tanned 
with  shoe-mack  or  otherwise,  to  resemble 
Spanish  leather  - - - - - 0 

For  every  dozen  of  sheep  skins  tanned 
for  roans,  being  after  the  nature  of  Spanish 

leather 0 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoise 
of  all  other  skins,  and  of  all  parts  and 
pieces  of  hides  and  skins  which  shall  be 
tanned  in  Great  Britain,  not  hereinbefore 
particularly  charged  - - 0 

For  and  upon  all  hkles  of  horses,  mares 
and  geldings,  which  shall  be  dressed  in 
allum  and  salt,  or  meal,  or  otherwise  taw- 
ed in  G.  Britain,  for  every  such  hide  - 0 
For  and  upon  all  liid^s  of  steers  and 
cows,  or  any  other  hides,  of  what  kind  so- 
ever, those  of  horses,  mares  and  geldings 
excepted,  do.  - - * - . 0 3 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoise 
of  all  calf  skins,  kips  and  seal  skins,  do.  0 0 
For  every  dozen  of  slink  calf  skins,  do.  0 3 0 
For  every  dozen  of  slink  calf  skins,which 
shall  be  so  dressed  or  tawed  without  hair, 
and  every  dozen  of  dog  skins  and  of  kid 
skins  which  shall  be  tawed  as  aforesaid  0 10 
For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoise 
of  buck  and  doe  skins,  do.  - - - 0 

For  every  dozen  of  goat  skins  and  of 
beaver  skins,  do.  - - - - - 0 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoise 
of  sheep  and  lamb  skins,  do.  - - 0 0 11-2 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoise 
•fall  other  skins,  and  of  all  parts  and 
pieces  of  hides  and  skins,  which  shall  be 
so  dressed  in  allum  and  salt,  or  meal,  or 
otherwise  tawed  in  Great  Britain,  not 
herein  before  particularly  charged  - 0 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoise 
of  all  sheep  and  lamb  skins  which  shall  be 
dressed  in  oil  in  Great  Britain  - 0 0 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoise 
of  all  other  skins,  and  of  all  parts  and 

P ’eces  of  skins,  do q 

For  every  dozen  of  vellum  which  shall 
be  made  in  Great  Britain  - 0 

For  every  dozen  of  parchment,  do  - 0 
VOL'.  II h' 


1 1-2 


0 6 


2 0 


0 6 


0 6 


Addititnapduties  of  excise  on  glass  made  in  G.  £riuth,i. 
For  every  100  weight  of  flint  glass 
and  of  phial  glass  respectively  - 2 9 0 

For  every  100  weight  of  spread  win- 
dow glass*  commonly  called  or  known 
by  the  name  of  broad  glass  - - 0 15  t) 

For  every  100  weight  of  all  other  win- 
dow glass,  not  being  spread  glass,  whe- 
ther flashed  or  otherwise,  manufactured 
and  commonly  called  or  known  by  the 
name  of  crown  glass  or  German  sheet- 
glass  * - - - - - - 1 16  9 

For  every  100  weight  of  materials  or 
metal,  or  other  preparations  whatever, 
by  what  name  soever  the  same  are  or 
may  be  called  or  known,  that  shall  be 
made  use  of  in  Great  Britain  in  the  mak- 
ing  of  glass,  the  following  sums  respec- 
tively, that  is  to  say. 

In  the  making  of  plate  glass  - - 2 9 $ 

And  in  the  making  of  common  bottle's, 
the  same  not  being  phials,  and  of  vessels 
made  use  of  in  chemical  elaboratories,  of 
garden  glasses,  and  of  all  other  vessels 
and  utensils  made  of  common  bottle  me- 
tal   0 4 t 

For  every  100  weight  of  plate  glass, 
and  of  all  other  glass  manufactures 
which  shall  be  imported  from  parts  be- 
yond the  seas  into  Great  Britain,  the 
same  not  being  flasks  in  which  wine  or 
oil  shall  or  may  be  imported,  nor  foreign 
green  glass  bottles,  nor  Irish  glass  or 
glass  manufactures  imported  directly 
from  Ireland  - - . . - 3 3 0 

ASSESSMENTS,  WITH  THE  LATE  ALTBRATIONSi 
Rouse  duties— (~  Mated  in  the  pound.  J 

£•  s.  (1 

Five  pounds  and  under  twenty  pounds  rent 
per  year  j 6 

Twenty  pounds  and  under  forty  pounds 

rent  per  year 

Forty  pounds  rent  per  year,  and  upwards  2 10 
Houses  let  in  different  apartments,  and  inhabited 
by  two  families,  the  same  shall  be  charged  as  if  such 
house  was  inhabited  by  one,  and  the  occupiers  of 
such  tenements  shall  be  charged,  as  if  occupiers  of 
such  house. 

Where  the  landlord  shall  not  reside  within  the 
limits  of  the  collector,  or  pay  in  20  days,  it  may 
levied  on  the  occupiers. 

The  landlord  of  a lodging  house  shall  be  charged 
as  occupier  of  the  whole  house.  No  dwelling,  &c. 
shall  be  rated  at  a less  annual  value  than  the  Iasi, 
poor’s  rate. 

Houses  which  shall  be  valued  at  ten  pounds  a 
year  or  less,  and  all  hospitals,  charity  schools,  poor 
houses,  are  exempt. 

WINDOWS. 

From  and  after  the  10th  of  June,  1810,  any  win* 
dow  in  a room,  used  wholly  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  any  manufacture, and  not  having  any  internal 
communication  With  Chfe  dwelling  house.,. shall  baf 
exempted 

A 
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house  axd  window  dutt  collected  together. 


Number  of  windows. 

c 

<8 

H ; 

3 J 
©~ 
•a  cl 

be  cs  ] 
.Sbct 

111 
-a  .z  | 

Number  of  windows. 

[duties  for  every i 

5 

2t£ 
.2  li 

|| 

Six  windows 

under  5l. 

i. 

s.  d 

l. 

s.d 

yearly  rent 

- 

0 

6 6 

34  windows.  &c.  - 

23 

0 0 

Six 

vlndows  above  afore- 

35  do 

- 

23 

16  6 

said  value 

- 

0 

8 0| 

36  do- 

• 

24 

13  6 

7 windows.  &c. 

I 

0 0 

37  do 

• 

25 

10  6 

8 

do 

A. 

1 

13  Oj 

38  do- 

* 

26 

7 0 

9 

dal 

w 

2 

2 0 

39  do 

- 

- 

27 

4 0 

10 

do 

• 

2 

16  0 

40,  to  44  windows  • 

28 

17  6 

31 

do 

- 

3 

12  6 

45  - 49 

do  - 

- 

33 

13  6 

12 

do 

- 

• 

4 

9 6 

50  - 54 

do 

34 

10  0 

23 

do 

* 

5 

6‘  6 

55  - 59 

do  - 

- 

37 

6 6 

14 

do 

• 

• 

6 

3 6 

60  - 64 

do  - 

39 

15  6 

IS 

do 

- 

7 

0 0 

65  - 69 

do  - 

• 

42 

0 6 

16 

do 

• 

» . 

7 

17  0 

70  - 74 

da 

44 

5 0 

17 

do 

- 

8 

14  0 

75  - 79 

do  - 

• 

46 

10  0 

18 

do 

• 

• 

9 

10  6 

80  - 84 

do 

48 

15  0 

19 

do 

- 

10 

7 6 

85  - 89 

do  - 

• 

51 

0 0 

PM 

do 

• 

• 

11 

4 6 

90  - 94 

do 

53- 

4 6 

21 

do 

* _ 

12 

1 0 

95  - 99 

do  — 

- 

55 

9 6 

22 

•do 

. 

t- 

12 

18  0 

100  - 109 

do  - 

58 

17  0 

23 

do 

. 

33 

15  0 

no  -HQ 

do  - 

63 

6 6 

24 

do 

1. 

• 

14 

11  6 

120  - 129 

do 

67 

16  6 

25 

do 

• 

15 

8 6 

130  -139 

do  - 

. 

72 

6 0 

26 

do 

• 

• 

16 

5 6 

140  -149 

do 

76 

16  0 

37 

do 

17 

2 0 

150  - 159 

do  - 

81 

5 6 

38 

do 

• 

17 

39  0 

160  - 169 

do  - 

85 

15  6 

39 

do 

- 

18 

16  C 

170  - 179 

do  - 

90 

5 0 

30 

do 

. 

19 

12  6 

180  - 

. 

93 

2 0 

31 

do 

. 

20 

9 6 

And  for  every  window 

32 

do 

- 

- 

21 

6 6 

#or  light  exceeding  the 

33 

do 

22 

3 0 

number  of  180  - 

0 

3 0 

Every  window  is  liable,  not  stopped  with  the  same 
materials  as  the  outside  walls.  Six  days  notice  must 
be  given,  in  writing,  to  the  surveyor,  of  every  win- 
dow to  be  made  or  stopped  up  ; the  person  or  per- 
sons failing  liable  to  10-i'.  penalty*. 

No  abatement  for  windows  not  stopped  previous 
to  the  5th  of  April. 

Dairies  and  cheese  rooms  are  exempted,  provided’ 
the  above  words  are  written  on  the  outer  door  or 
Window,  and  made  without  glass.  Sky,  cellar,  stair- 
case and  passage-lights  included  ; likewise  kitchen, 
cellar,  wash-house,  and  brew-house  lights,  whether 
within  the  dwelling,  contiguous,  or  disjoined;  &c. 

Inns  of  court  or  colleges,  halls,  hospitals,  set  of 
chambers,  are  chargeable  as  if  separate  houses.  Eve- 
ry chamber,,  containing,  not  more  , than  seven  win- 
dows, shall  be  charged  3s.  a light. 

A dwelling-house  divided  into  tenements,  pays 
the  same  duty. 

When  a division  between  windows  is  twelve  inch- 
es broad,  the  light  on  each  side  shall  be  charged 
severally,  and  likewise  window's,  giving  light  to 
more  than  one  room,  or  landing-place. 

All  windows,  from  the  extremity  of  the  opening 
of  the  wall  shall  not  exceed  in  height  12  feet,  or  in 
breadth  4 feet  9 inches,  not  being  less  than  3 feet 
6 inches  in  height,  shall  be  charged  as  two  windows, 
except  such  windows  as  have  been  made  of  greater 
dimensions,  prior  to  April  5,  1785*  except  windows 
for  shop,  workshop  or  warehouse,  and  those  belong- 
ing to  houses  licensed  to  sell  wine,  ale,  &c.  &c.  bv 
retail — also  farm-houses  which  are  exempted  by  the 
provisions  of  inhabited  houses. 

GAME. 

Certificate  far  taking  or  killing  any 
game  whatever,  or  woodcock,  snipe, 
quail,  landrail,  or  conies,  - - - £ 3 13  6 

Game-keeper,  11.  Is.  Every  other  per- 
son   - - 3 13  6 

EXEMPTIONS. 

Taking  of  woodcocks,  or  snipes,  with  nets  or 
springs. 

Taking  conies  in  warrens,  or  enclosed  grounds,  or 
by  any  person  in  tads  in  his  own  occupation,  with 
fefrgtji  ^ lifts. 


Penalty  for  acting  without  a certifi- 


cate  - * 

- 

- 

- 

£ 20 

0 

G 

PLEi 

\SURE  HORSES. 

1 Kors'e 

£2 

17 

6(11  Horses 

£ 65 

2 

0 

2 

9 

4 

Ojll 

70 

19 

6 

3 

15 

1 

6il3 

77 

3 

6 

4 

20 

16 

0il4 

83 

1 

6 

5 

26 

3 

615 

88 

19 

6 

6 

32 

12 

6jl6 

94 

17 

6 

7 

38 

19 

617 

101 

4 

0 

8 

44 

9 

6118 

108 

0 

6 

9 

50 

17 

019 

114 

10 

0 

10 

59 

4 

6120 

121 

11 

Q 

Eve: 

rv  other  horse  61.  12s.  6d. 

EXKMPTIONS. 

Horse,  mare  or  gelding-  for  husbandry,  or  drawing 
any  carriage,  not  liable  to  this  act,  if  rode  when  re- 
turning from  or  going  for  a load,  medical  assistance, 
market,  place  of  public  worship,  election  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament,,  courts  of  justice,  meetings  of 
commissioners  of  taxes. 

Tenants  at  rack-rent  under  701.  a year,,  exempt. 

DRAUGHT  HORSES  AND  MULES. 

For  every  horse  or  mule  not  chargeable  with  any 
the  above  duties,  14s. 

GENERAL  EXEMPTIONS. 

Post  horses,  stage  coach  horses,  hackney  coach 
horses,  horses  kept  for  sale  in  the  hands  of  dealers. 

Any  person,  who  on  account  of  poverty,  shall  be. 
discharged  from  the  duties  on  windows  and  house, 
for  any  horse,  provided  he  shall  not  keep  more  than 
one,  and  shall.not  let  it  to  hire. 

Any  rector,  vicar,  or  curate,  not  possessecLof  601. 
per  ann.  who  shall  not  keep  more  than  one  horse.. 

1 Horses  used  in  the  volunteer  service. 

Persons  letting  horses  for  less,  than  a 
year,  and  race  horses,  - - - £ 2 17  6" 

Horses  under  13  hands  high  are  ex- 
empt from  the  14s.  duty ; but  if  fode, 
are  liable  to  the  higher  duty. 

Horses  employed  in  agriculture,  0 3 6 

In  trade,  - - - - 0 10  8 

Farmer’s  rack  rated  under  201.  0 3 0 

Post  horses  1 1-2  a mile  or  Is.  9d.  a day.  Annual 
license  for  do.  51. 

HORSE  DEALERS. 

To  deliver  a list  of  horses  kept  for  riding  or. 
drawing, 

Annual.licence  in  London  - - £ 25  0 0 

Do  in  the  country,  - - 12  10  0 

DOGS.' 

For  every  hound,  pointer,  setting-dog,  spaniel, 
lurcher,  or  terrier,  and  those  who  keep  two  or  more 
dogs,  of  whatever  denomination,  for  each  dog  14s. 
Greyhounds,  20s.  . 

For  a single  dog  kep't  by  or  for  the  use  of  any  per- 
son inhabiting  a dwelling-house  assessed  in  any  of 
the  duties  on  houses,  windows,  and  which  is  of  a 
different  species,  8s. 

Persons  not  paying  taxes  may  keep  one  dog,  if  not 
hound,  &c. 

Whelps  under  six  months  old  not  chargeable. 

Composition  for  hounds,  361. 

Alloivcince  on  account  of  children. 

Persons  having*  more  than  two  children  born  in 
lawful  wedlock,  and  bona  fide  maintained  at  their 
expence,  are  entitled  for  every  child  above  two  to 
aur allowance  of  201.  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  all 
the  assessments  on  such  persons,  if  the  assessment 
is  under  401.  a year. 

The  children  by  any  former  marriage,  equally  en- 
title the  surviving  husband  or  wife  maintaining  such 
children,  to  the.  allowance,,  avhis  pi*  her  own  chil- 
dren. 
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If  two  or  more  dwelling  houses,  he  is  to  obtain  a and  in  such  manner  that  the  duty  pay:fc 


a certificate  of  the  amount  of  duties  charged  on  him 
respect  of  each  dwelling-house  not  situate  in  the 
.parish  where  he  makes  the  claim. 

And  if  he  is  guilty  of  any  fraud  in  making  the 
claim,  or  delivers  a false  declaration  or  a false  cer- 
tificate, he  will  forfeit  1001.  Persons  claiming, must 
give  notice  to  assessors,  before  August  30. 

CARRIAGES  WITH  POUR  WHEELS. 

Kept  for  a personas  own  use  or-  let  out  to  hire. 


1 Carriage  £ 12  0 U 

2 26  0 0 

3 42  0 0 

4 60  0 -0 

5 78  15  0 


6 Carriages 

7 

8 
9 


£98  8 
119  0 
140  16 
163  7 


carriage  - 


18  13  0 


6 6 0 


10  10 
12  0 


Every  other 

Every  additional  body  used  on  the 
same  carriage,  - 

Carriages  let  to  hire  for  Jess  than  28 
days  having  four  wheels,  stage  coaches 
And  post  chaises,  - 

Ditto  (not  entered)  - 

CARRIAGES  WITH  TWO  WHEELS. 

Kept  for  a person’s  own  use,  or  let  out 
to  hire,  and  drawn  by  one  horse,  - 6 10 

By  two  or  more  horses,  - - - 9 0 

Every  additional  body  used  on  the 
same  carriage,  -----  3 3 

Carriages  not  used  in  husbandry  - 2 0 

Carriages  sold  by  auction  or  commission. 

Every  person  selling  annually,  - 0 10 

Carriage  with  four  wheels,  - 1 5 

With  two  ditto,  - - - , 0 12 

COACH  MAKERS. 

Persons  carrying  on  the  trade  annually  £ 0 1.0 
Carriage  with  four-wheels  built  for  sale,  15  0 
With  two  ditto  - - - - 0 12  6 

TAXED  CARTS. 

On  which  the  owner’s  name  and  the 
words  “a  taxed  cart ” are  written,  price 
not  exceeding  151.  - - - - 19  6 

With  springs,  excepting  those  of  me- 
tal, and  the  price  of  which  shall  not  have 

exceeded  211. 2 15  0 

Persons  liable  to  the  duties  for  four  wheel  car- 
riages or  two  male  servants,  to  pay  61.  10s.  or  91.  as 
drawn  by  one  or  two  horses. 

Makers  of  tax-carts  annually  3s.  Every  tax  cart 
jnade,  3s. 

« Male  Servants — in  or  out  of  Livery. 


ble  on  horses  to  let  or  hire  shall  not  be 
paid  bv  the  innkeeper,  postmaster, coach- 
maker,  &c.  &c.  - - - - - '2  10  0 

If  the  person  hiring  such  servant  does  not  give 
notice  as  required  by  this  act,  the  progressive  duty 
shall  be  charged  on  him. 

Tonacco. 

Tobacco  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  Additional  duty  10/.  £cr 
cent. 

hath  pownm. 

Annual  duty  1/.  3s.  6d. 

ARMORIAL  BEARINGS. 

Persons  keeping  a carriage  charged 
with  the  assessed  taxes,  - - - 2 8 0 

Housekeeper,  not  keeping  a carriage,  11  4s.  Other 
person,  12s. 

GENERAL  POST. 

■Letters  taken.  Meas’d.  sgle.  dbl.  treble,  ounce. 

Miles.  d.  s. 

Any  distance  not  exe’dg.  20 
Above  20  and  not  exe’dg.  SO 


30 

50 

80 

120 

170 

230 


50 

80 

120 

170 

230 

300 


4 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 


2 
4 
6 

8 *2 
10  2 
6 


4-.  d. 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 


S.  (f. 

1 4 


Above  300  and  not  exceeding  400  measured  miles, 
single  letter,  3d.  double,  4d-  treble,  6d.  an  ounce,  8d. 
additional,  and  so  on  in  proportion. 

Foreign — single,  6d.  double,  Is.  treble.  Is. 
ounce,  2s. 

NEW  APPRAISEMENT  ACT, 

Or  valuation  of  any  estate  or  effects,  real  or  person- 
al, or  of  an  interest  therein  ; or  of  the  annual  value 
thereof ; or  of  any  dilapidations  ; or  of  any  re- 
pairs wanted  ; or  of  the  materials  and  labor  used 
and  to  he  used  in  any  buildings;  or  of  any  arti- 
ficers work  whatever. 

Any  valuation  or  appraisement,  on  vel- 
lum, parchment,  or  paper  where  the  d- 

amount  shall  not  exceed,  501.  2 6 


34 

40 

50 

£>2 

78 


Exceeding  50  and  not  exceeding  100 

200 
500 


100 

200 

500  and  upwards 
Appraisers  license 


5 

10 

IS 

20 

6 


1 Servant  £2  8 0 7 Servants 

2 5 18  0 8 

3 10  10  0 9 

4 16  1 010 

5 22  14  Oil 

6 28  13  0 [Every  other 

Batchelors*  servants,  an  additional 

OTHER  -SERVANTS. 

Gardeners  not  constantly  employed  11.  Every 
male  traveller  or  rider,  31.  More  than  one,  each 
51.  Every  male  clerk,  book  or  office-keeper,  (except 
apprentices  under  a fee  of  20/.)  21.  More  than  one, 
each  3/.  Shop-men,  warehouse-men,  porter  (except!^, 
said  apprentices)  21.  Waiters,  (occasional  ones  ex-  51 
empt)  each  3/.  Servants  to  take  care  of  race-horses, 
whereby  the  stable  keeper  may  profit,  2?.  Servants, 
retained  for  husbandry,  manufactures  or  trade,  at 
times,  in  any  domestic  employment,  10s. 

If  at  any  time  as  groom,  stable-boy,  or 
helper,  where  the  master  or  mistress 
chargeable  for  only  one  horse,  for  riding 
or  drawing  a taxed  cart  only,  - 0 10  0 

€oachman,postillion,  groom  or  helper, 
kept  to  be  let  out  for  less  th.au  a year. 


Persons  appraising  property  for  hire  to!be  deemed 
appraisers. 

Annual  licenses  commence  the  6th  of  July.  Pen- 
alty on  appraising  without  a license,  50/.  Auc- 
_ tioneers  duly  licensed  may  act  as  appraisers.  . Pen- 
9 j alty  on  neglecting  to  insert  any  valuation  on  a pro- 
0 j per  stamp,  50/.  Penalty  on  persons  receiving  ap- 
0 prais-ements  without  a proper  stamp,  201.  When  ap- 
71. 18s.each ! praisements  extend  to  more  than  one  piece  of  paper, 
2 0 0 &c.  only  one  stamp  to  be  used. 

INCOME  Oft  PROPERTY  TAX. 

Income  that  does  p.ot  exceed  50/.  is  exempt;  and 
150/.  an  allowance  is  made  of  Is.  in  thepound. 

TABLE  OF  INCOME,  ILLUSTRATED  BY  EXAMPLE. 


Income 


Deduction 
£.  s. 


Payment 


19 

18 

17 

16 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10 

-0 


£. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Inconte 

£. 

80' 
90  ' 
100 
110 
120 
130 
140 
150 


Deduction 


£. 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 


*. 

10 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

10 


Payment 
£ s. 


4 

6 

7 

9 

10 

12 

13 

15 


10 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 


and  2s.  for  every  succeed- 
ing pound. 
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EXAMPLE  f. 

£ 60.  at  10  per  cent.  61.  duty  ; but.  as  60?.  wants 
50?.  of  150?.  90s.  or  41. 10s.  is  taken  from  61.  leaving' 
II.  IQs.  to  be  paid  by  the  person  possessing  un  in- 
come of  60?.  per  annum. 

EXAMPLE  II. 

£.  1 35.  at  10  per  cent,  is  13/.  10s.  full  duty ; but  as 
135?.  is  15?.  less  than.  150?.  15s.  is  deducted  from  13?. 
10s.  leaving'  12?.  15s,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  pos- 
sessing an  income  of  135?.  per  annum,  which  may  be 
seen  by  inspecting  the  above  table. 

Persons  who  upon  oath  prove  that  their  labor  has 
not  produced  more  than  5s.  in  one  day,  or  30s.  in 
one  week  are  exempt. 

Persons  actually  possessing  any  landed  or  funded 
property  not  liable  to  kny  deduction  from  the  10 
per  cents. 

ANNUAL  LICENCES. 

£.  s.  d. 

Ale,  beer,  cyder,  or  porter,  by  retail  2 2 . 

Auctioneers  and  appi'aisers  6 

j bankers  20 

JSrervers.  Every  common  brewer  of 
table  beer.  1 

Every  common  brewer  of  strong  beer, 
if  the'  quantity  brewed  within  the  year 
(ending  the  5th  of  July)  previous  to  tak- 
ing out  the  licence  shall  not  exceed  one 
thousand  barrels  1 10 

Exceeding  1000  and  not  2000  barrels  2 
Exceeding  2000  and  not  5000  5 

Exceeding  5000  and  not  75 00  7 10 

Exceeding  7500  and  not  10,000  10 

And  for  every  10,000  bbls  up  to  40,000 
IQ?.  Exceeding  40,000  50 

Every  person  who  shall  first  become  a 
brewer  of  strong  beer,  1?.  10s.  and  within  ten  days 
after  the  5th  of  July  next,  suph  addition  as,  with- 
in the  said  sum  shall  amount  to  the  duty  before  di- 
rected to  be  paid,  according  to  the  number  of  bar- 
rels brewed  within  the  year. 

Candles.  Makers  of  wax  or  spermaceti 
candles.  6 

Dealers  in  ditto,  not  being  a maker  10  6 

Chandler,  or  maker  of  other  candles  1 

Coachmakers.  Persons  carrying-  on  the 
trade  6 

Coffee,  &c.  Dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  cocoa 
nuts  or  chocolate  5 6 

Glass.  Glass-makers,  for  each  glass- 
house 10 

Hats.  Licence  for  vending  by  retail 
within  London  or  Westminster,  or  the  lists 
of  the  two-penny  post  2 

In  any  other  place  than  as  last  above 
mentioned  5 

Hides  and  Skins.  Tanners  within  the 
weekly  bills.  5 

Other  tanners  2 10 

Tawers  or  white  leather  dressers  1 

Dressers  of  hides  and  skins  in  oil ; and 
turners  2 

Makers  of  vellum  or  parchment  1 

Hawkers  4 

Hawkers  to  have  their  number  and  the  words  “li- 
cenced hawkers”  inscribed  on  every  package  or  car- 
riage, and  his  handbill  or  advertisment,  affixed  in 
any  shop  or  room  that  he  may  take  to  expose  his 
goods  under  a penalty  of  10?.  Every  hawker  selling 
goods  by  auction,  where  he  is  not  a householder  or 
resident,  liable  to  a penalty  of  50?.  Hawker  selling 
smuggled  goods  to  forfeit  their  licence  ?nd  incapa- 
ble oi‘  being  again  licenced.  Persons  forging  or 
Using  a forged  licence,  penalty  300?.  Persons  let- 
ting  out,  luring,  or  lending  licences,  penalty  40?, 


Persons  trading  without  a licence,  10?.  Peace  of- 
ficers neglecting  or  refusing,  upon  notice,  or  view, 
to  aid  and  assist  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  each, 
offence,  10?. 

Bv  an  act  of  the  last  session,  to  amend  and  explain 
the  hawker’s  act,  persons,  or  their  servants,  convey- 
ing their  goods  from  house  to  house,  shop  to  shop, 
and  selling  at  wholesale  prices,  in  any  quantity,  to 
persons  retailing  them,  and  not  for  their  own  use,  are 
exempt;  also  persons  hawking  coals,  but  not  wood. 
Lace. — Dealers  in  foreign  thread  lace  - 3 3 
Dealers  in  British  thread  lace  - 5 

If  any  dealer  shall  keep  more  than  one  house,  shop,- 
warehouse,  or  place,  where  he  exposes  thread  lace 
to  sale,  such  dealer  shall  take  out  a distinct  license 
for  every  apartment  so  kept. 

Lottery  offices  - - - - 5Q 

JlfaZsters. — I f the  quantity  of  malt  made 
within  the  year,  ending  5th  of  July  in 
the  year  (previous  to  taking  out  the  li- 
cense) shall  not  exceed  fifty  quarters  - 5 

And  5s.  extra  for  every  fifty  quarters. 

Persons  becoming-  a malster  to  pay  - 5 

Medicines  (~ Quack J ill  the  bills  - 1 

in  incorporate  towns  - - 10 

Elsewhere 5 

Duty  on  do.-— Under  and  not  exceeding  Is.  1 l-2d. 
Thence  to  2s.  6d.— -3d.  Do.  4s. — 6d.  Do.  10s.— Is. 
Do.  20s.— 2s.  Do.  30s. — 3s.  Do.  50s. — 10s.  All  above 
50s.— 10s. 

Metheglin  or  mead. — Every  maker  for  sale  1 
Physic. — To  exercise  the  faculty  of  10 
Paper.-—  Makers  of  paper  or  pasteboard, 
and  paper  stainers  - • - - 2 

Pawnbrokers , in  the  bills  - *>  10 

Elsewhere  - - - - - 5 

Plate. — For  persons  trading  in  gold  from 
2 dwts.  to  2 oz.  and  silver  from  5 dwts.  to 

30  oz.  . 2 6 

All  above  that  quantity,  including  pawn- 
brokers and  refiners  - - - - 5 15 

Post  horses  - - - - ' - 5 

Public  music  gardens  - - - - 3 3 

Theatres  for  music,  songs,  &c.  - 2 

Printed  goods. — Calico  printers,  and  eve- 
rjr  printer,  painter,  or  stainer  of  linens, 
cottons  or  stuff  s - - - - 10 

Soap. — Makers  of  soap  for  sale  - 2 

Tea  dealers  -----  56 

Tobacco  and  snuff. — Manufacturers  of 
tobacco  and  snuff,  within  the  year  ending 
the  10th  of  October  (previous  to  taking 
out  the  license)  shall  not  have  exceeded 
20,000  lbs.  weight  - - - 2 

And  for  every  10,000  lbs.  weight  11.  ex- 
tra up  to  100,000  lbs. — If  100,000  lbs.  and  not  120,000 
lbs.  12?.  If  120,000  lbs.  and  not  150,000  lbs.  15?.  If 
the  same  shall  have  exceeded  150,000  lbs.  20?. 
Persons  first  becoming  a manufacturer  2 
Dealers  in  do.  (if  within  the  limits  of  the 

chief  officer  in  London  or  Edinburgh)  - 5 

In  any  other  part  of  Great  Britain  - - 2 i 

Spirits. — Distillers  or  makers  or  low 
wines  or  spirits  for  sale  or  exportation  10 
Rectifiers,  within  England  - • S 

Dealers  in  brandy  or  other  spirituous  li- 
quors or  strong  waters,  not  being  a re- 
tailer - - - - - - “ ^ 

Retailers,  &c.  in  Great  Britain,  if  the 
dwelling  house  shall  not  be  rated  at  15?. 
per  annum  - - - - 4 14 

If  at  15?.  and  under  20,  51. 2s.— 20?.  and  under  25, 
51.  10s, — 25?.  and  under  30,  51.  18s. — 30?.  and  under 
40,  6?.  6s.— 401.  and  under  50,  61.  14s.— 50/*  or  uiv 
wards,//,  2-  J. 
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5 4 

4 4 

2 


10 


Starch. — Starch  makers  - - -5 

Sweets. — Makers  of  sweets  or  made 
wines,  other  than  mead,  51.  retailers  of  do.  2 
Vinegar — Makers  of  vinegar,  for  sale  10 

Wine — Retailers  of  foreign  wines  who 
shall  not  have  an  excise  license  for  retail- 
ing distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  a license 
for  the  retailing  of  beer  ... 

If  he  shall  have  taken  out  license  for 
retailing  beer  but  not  spirituous  liquors 
Wive  drawers*— Giit  or  silver 

LEGACIES  AND  PERSONAL  ESTATES. 

Where  the  testator,  testatrix  or  intestate,  died  bef are, ov 
on  April  5,  1805, and  discharged  after  Oct.  10, 1808. 
Brother  or  sister  of  deceased,  or  descend- 
ants, per  cent.  - 

Brother  or  sister  of  the  father  or  mother 
of  tlie  decease^!,  or  any  of  their  descend- 
ants  - 

Brother  or  sister  of  a grandfather  or  grand- 
mother, or  any  of  their  descendants 
Other  degrees  of  consanguinity,  or  any 
stranger  in  blood  - 

After  April  5,  1805,  discharged  as  above. 

Child  of  the  deceased,  or  any' of  its  de- 
scendants   1 

Brother  or  sister  of  the  deceased,  or,  &c. 

Brother  or  sister  of  the  father  or  mother,&c.  4 
Brother  or  sister  of  the  grandfather,  &c.  5 

Other  degrees  of  consanguinity,  or  stran- 
ger in  blood 10 

Husband  or  wife  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
royal  family  exempt. 

Annuities,  or  any  other  partial  benefit,  out  of  any 
such  estate  or  effects  shall  be  deemed  legacies. 

NEW  STAMP  DUTIES — 48  Geo.  III.  Cap.  149. 

RECEIPTS. 


Foreign  bills  of  exchange,  er  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  in,  but  payable  out  of  Great  Britain,  if  drawn 
singly  and  not  in  a set,  the  same  duty  as  on  inland 
bills. 

P.  S. — Bankers  checks  drawn  ten  miles  from  the 
residence  of  the  bankers,  must  be  stamped  as  a bill 
of  exchange,  and  specify  the  place  from  whence 
drawn,  payer,  and  acceptor  of  any  check  drawn  con- 
trai-y  to  this  act,  will  effectually  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  arty  sucli  draft  in  future. 

Post  dating,  if  on  plain  paper,  liable  to  the  same 
penalties. 

FOREIGN  BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE. 


s.  d. 


- 4 


8 


10 


s.  d. 

For  21.  and  under  10/.  0 2 

10/.  20/.  0 4 

20/.  50/.  0 8 

50/.  100/.  1 0 


s.  d. 

100/.  and  under  200/.  2 0 
200/.  500/.  3 0 

500/.  and  upwards 
(and  rec’ts  in  full)  5 0 


The  stamp  to  be  at  the  expence  of  the  party  giving 
/ - the  acquittance. 

PROMISSORY  NOTES, 

To  bearer  on  demand  for  any  sum  of  money. 
s.  d. 

Not  above  1/.  1$.  0 4 

11.  Is.  not  above  21. 2s.  0 8 

21. 2s.  51. 5s.  1 0 

51.  5s.  20/.  1 6; 

Said  notes  not  exceeding  21.  s.  may  be  re-issued  as 
often  as  thought  fit;  and  not  above  100/.  from  time 
to  time,  during  three  years  from  date. 

PROMISSORY  NOTES, 

In  any  other  name  than  to  bearer  on  demand,  not 
re-issuable. 


s.  d. 

A.ho.  20/.  not  abo.  30/.  3 6 
30/.  50/.  4 0 

50/.  100/.  7 6 


s.  d. 

For  21.  not  abo.  51.  5s.  1 0 
51.  5s.  301.  1 6 


5.  d. 

For  30/  not  above  50/.  2 0 
501  100/.  3 0 


PROMISSORY  NOTES, 

Either  to  bearer  on  demand,  or  in  any  other  manner, 
not  re-issuable. 


I s.d. 

For  1000/ n’t  3000/  0 10  0 
Above  3000/  1 0 0 


s.  d. 

For  100/ not  abo.  200/.  4 0 
300/  500/.  5 0 

500/  1000/.  7 6 

Promissory  notes  payable  by  instalments  ; the  same 
as  afterdate. 

INLAND  BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE. 

_ d.  1.  s.  d. 

For  21.  am!  not  above  5l.  5s.  l o Above  2C0 1.  not  abo.  500/.  0 5 0 

Above  St.  5s.  SOI.  1 6.  500/.  1000/.  0 7 0 

30 U SOI.  2 o|  1000/.  3000/.  0 10  0 

sol.  100/.  3 ol  3000/,  j 0 6 

100/.  200/,  4 o| 


Not  above  100/. 

Above  100/.  not  above  200/. 
200/.  500/. 


2 0 
3 0 


s.d. 


1 0 Above  500/.  not  aliove  1000/.  4 O 


1000/. 

3000/. 


3000/.  $ O 
10  O 


Every  bill  of  each  set  is  chargable  With  the  re- 
spective duties,  bank  of  England  exempted,  paying 
yearly  £42,000. 

PROTESTS  ON  BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  OR  PROMISSORY  NOTES. 

ft.  d.  S.  d. 

Under  20/.  2 0 1001.  under  500/.  5 '0 

20/.  under  100/.  3 0 500/.  or  upwards  10  0 

Protest  of  any  other  kind  5 0 

For  every  succeeding  sheet,  a progressive  duty  of  5,0 
Inland  promissory  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  8cc.  for 
less  than  20*.  void— Persons  uttering  such  notes  or 
bills,  for  less  than  20*.  &c.  shall  forfeit,  not  exceed- 
ing 20/.  nor  less  than  51. 

BONDS. 


1.  8.  d. 

/.  s.  d. 

Not  above  10  01. 

10  0 

Not  above  4000/. 

6 0 0 

300/. 

110  0 

5000/. 

7 0 0 

5001. 

2 0 0 

10000/. 

9 0 0 

10001. 

3 0 0 

15000/. 

12  0 0 

20001. 

4 0 0 

20000/. 

15  0 0 

300 01. 

5 0 0 

Above 

20000/. 

20  0 0 

BONDS  TO  SECURE  ANNUITIES, 

Or,  sums  of  money  at  stated  periods,  for  term  of 
life,  or  other  indefinite  period,  so  that  the  money 
cannot  be  previously  ascertained. 


£ 

*. 

£ *, 

Under  10/. 

1 

0 

400/.  & under  5001.  6 0 

10/.  and  under  50/.  1 

10 

500/. 

750/.  7 0 

50/. 

100/.  2 

0 

7501. 

1000/.  9 0 

100/. 

20 01.  3 

0 

1000/. 

1500/.  12  0 

200/. 

300/.  4 

0 

1500/. 

2000/.  15  0 

300/. 

400/.  5 

0 

2000/.  or 

upwards  20  0 

APPRENTICESHIP  OR  CLERKSHIP. 
Indentures  except  articles  of  clerkship  to  attorneys 


A premium  of  30/. 

£ 

0 

*. 

15 

400/.  to  500/. 

£ 6. 
20  0 

30/.  to  501. 

1 

10 

500/.  600/. 

25  0 

501 . 100/. 

2 10 

60C7.  80Q/. 

30  0 

100/.  200/. 

5 

0 

800/.  1000/. 

40  0 

200/.  300/. 

10 

0 

1000/.  or  upwards 

50  0 

300/.  4001. 

15 

0 

15 

10 


Where  no  consideration  as  aforesaid  ; if 
the  indenture  does  not  contain  more 
that  1080  words,  ....  0 
The  same  containing  more  than  that 
quantity  - - - - 1 

On  indentures  assigned  or  turned  over, 
duty  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  new 
consideration  only. 

Where  no  new  consideration,  if  the  inden- 
ture does  not  contain  more  than  1080 
words,  - - - - - - 0 15  0 

The  same  containing  more  than  that 

quantity, 1 10  0 

Wher£  duplicates,  each  part  shall  be 
charged  with  the  duty  aforesaid,  where 
it  does  not  exceed  thirty  shillings  ; 
and  above  that  sum  on.lv  one  part  shall 
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be  charged  with  the  ad  valorem  duty 
and  the  other  part  with  a duty  of,  1 10  0 

Charity  children  bound,  or  assigned  to  a new  master 
exempt. 

ARTICLES  OF  CLERKSHIF. 

To  any  attorney  or  solicitor  in  any  of  his 
majesty’s  courts  of  Westminster,sworn 
clerk,  clerk  in  court,  or  side  clerk  in 
the  court  of  chancery,  court  of exche- 
quer^ proctor  in  ecclesiastical  court,  120  0 0 
in  any  of  the  courts  of  Wales,  Ches- 
ter, Lancaster,  and  Durham,  holding' 
pleas  where  debt  or  damage  amounts 

to  40s- 55  0 0 

Duplicates  of  any  such  articles,  - 1 10  0 

Persons  having  paid  the  120/.  duty  on  the 
first  instance,  and  enters  into  articles 
in  any  other  court,  - - - -1100 

Deeds,  awards,  charter-parties  and  other 

instruments  containing  2160  words,  1 10 

if  above  2160,  then  for  every  1080  over 
and  above  the  first  1080,  a further  pro- 
gressive duty  of  3 -0 

AGREEMENTS. 

Of  1080  words  0 16  OjEvery  1080  words 
More  than  1080  do.  1 10  0|  over  the  1st  1080  1 0 
Letters  stampt  to  produce  as  evidence  1 0 

Debentures  4s — Inventory  or  schedule  1/ — and  the 
same  sum  for  every  1080  words  after  the  first  1080 — 
Transfer  of  bank  or  south  sea  stock  7s  9d — of  East 
India  stock  1/  10s— Letter  or  warrant  of  attorney  1/. 
Letter,  or  power  of  attorney  for  petty  officers,  sea- 
men, marines  or  soldiers,  for  receiving  prize-mo- 
ney, Is. 

Bill  of  lading  to  be  IPassport  . 0 5 0 

exported  0 3 0 Bond ' relating  to 

liidemnity  bond  1 0 0]  excise  or  custom  0 15  0 

POLICIES  or  INSURANCE  UrON  LIVES. 

Under  500/  0 15  0 } 500/ or  upwards  1 10  0 

Upon  buildings,  goods,  merchandize,  &c. 

from  fire  only  - - - - - 0 1 0 

Upon  coasting  ships , vessels , goods  or  freight. 
Premium  under  20s  per  cent,  any  sum  not 

above  100/ 0 1 

Above  100/  for  every  100/  or  fractional  part  Old 
Premiums  above  20s  per  ct.  not  above  100/  0 2 6 

Above  100/ for  every  100/ or  fractional  part  0 2 6 
Separate  interests  in  one  policy  Is  3d  or  2s  6c/  in 
fespect  of  each 100/ or  fractional  parts,  as  tl\,e  case 
may  require. 

Any  other  voyage  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 
Premium  above  20s  per  cent,  pays  double  the  above. 

rOXXCY  OF  MUTUAL  INSURANCE. 

Upon  any  coasting  voyage,  for  every  100/ 
or  fractional  part.  .- 

Upon  any  other  voyage  not  exceeding  12 
months,  every  100/ or  fractional  part,  in- 
sured to  any  person 
Insurances  (not  before  charged)  from  loss 
or  damage  of  any  kind,  pay,  in  every  case, 
double  the  duties  laid  upon  coasting 
ships.  See. 

Assignation  or  assignment  of  any  property,  real  or 
persona],  not  otherwise  charged  nor  expressly  from 
duty  - - - - - 110  0 

And  where  the  same  shall  contain  2160  words 
or  upwards,  then  for  every  entire  quantity  of 
1080  words  contained  therein,  over  and  above 
the  first  1080  words  a further  progressive  du- 
ty of  10 

AWARD  in  England  or  Scotland  1 10 

And  for  every  3080  words  above  the  first  1 0 

LETTERS  of  mark  and  reprisal  5 0 

Letter  or  warrant  of  attorney  1 0 


Letters  or  power  af  attorney  for  petty  officers,  sea- 
men, mariners  or  soldiers,  for  receiving  prize 
money.  0 10 

LICENCE  for  marriage  in  Eng.  if  special  5 0 0 

if  Rot  special  0 10  0 

Licence  not  otherwise  charged,  which 
shall  pass  the  seal  of  any  archbishop,  bi- 
shop, chancellor,  or  other  ordinary  2 0 0 

MEMORIAL  to  be  registered  pursuant  to  any  act 
for  registering  of  deeds  0 10  0 

COMPOSITION — Deed  of,  between  debtors  and 
their  creditors  1 10 

CONVEYANCES. 

CONVEYANCE,  whether  grant,  assessment,  trans- 
fer, release,  renunciation,  or  of  any  other  kind 
upon  the  sate  of  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  an- 
nuities, or  ■ ther  property,  real  or  personal,  f erita 
ble  or  moveable,-  where  the  purchase  or  conside- 
ration shall  not  amount  to  50/ — 15s. 


0 

50  and  not  150 

£. 

1 

0 

d. 

0 

5000  and  not 

7/00 

150  and  not  300 

1 

10 

0 

7500  and 

not 

10000 

0 

300  and  not  500 

2 

10 

0 

10000  and 

not 

15000 

500  and  not  750 

5 

0 

0 

15000  and  not 

20000 

750  and  not  1000 

7 

10 

0 

20000  and 

liOt 

30000 

1000  and  not  2000 

10 

0 

0 

30000  and 

not  40000 

2000  and  not  3000 

20 

0 

0 

40000  and 

not 

50000 

0 

3000  and  not  4000 

30 

0 

0'5000Q  and 

upwards 

0 

4000  and  not  5000 

40 

0 

0) 

£. 

50 

75 

100 

150 

200 

300 

400 

500 


And  where  any  freehold  shall  be  conveyed  by  feoff- 
ment with  or  without  any  Letter  of  attorney  there- 
in contained  to  deliver,  seisin,  or  by  a deed  of  bar- 
gain and  sale  enrolled,  such  deed,  feoffment  or 
bargain  and  sale,  unless  accompanied  with  a 
lease  and  release,  shall  be  charged  with  a further 
duty  as  follows : 

If  the  consideration  should  be  under  501.  0 15  0 

If  it  shall  amount  to  50  and  not  to  150/.  10  0 

If  150/.  and  upwards  - - - - 1 10  0 

MORTGAGES. 


Not  above 

50 1. 

0 

15 

0 

Not  above 

3000/. 

6 

0 

0 

do 

100/. 

1 

0 

0 

do 

4000/. 

7 

0 

O 

do 

1501. 

1 

10 

a 

do 

5000/. 

8 

0 

0 

do 

300  U 

2 

0 

0 

do 

10000/. 

10 

0 

0 

do 

500/. 

3 

0 

0 

do 

15C00Z. 

12 

0 

0 

do 

1000/. 

4 

0 

0 

do 

20000/. 

15 

0 

0 

do 

ZOOOl. 

5 

0 

0 

Exceeding  20000/. 

20 

0 

0 

0 56 


• 0 50 


Probates  and  Letters  of  Administration. 
Letters  of  administration  or  probate  of  a will  of 
any  person  deceased,  exclusive  of  what  the  deceas- 
ed shall  have  been  possessed  of,  as  a trustee  and 


not  beneficially. 

Above  the  value  of  201.  and  under  1001. 


£ 

0 

2 

5 

8 

11 

35 

22 


Above  1001.  and  under  2001. 

Above  2001.  and  under  3001. 

Above  3001.  and  under  4501. 

Above  4501.  and  under  6001. 

Above  6001.  and  under  8001. 

Above  8001.  and  under  10001. 

And  so  in  proportion  up  to  500,0001.  or  upwards,  for 
which  the  duty  is  60001. 

Exemptions — Letters  of  administrations  and  pro- 
bates of  will,  of  any  common  seaman,  marine,  or  sol- 
dier, who  shall  be  slain,  or  die  in  the  service  of  his 
majesty. 

Transfer  of  Bank  or  South-Sea  stock  3 7 0 

East  India  stock  - - 1 10  0 

Passport 


be  exported 
Indemnity  bond 


Bond  relating  to 
excise  or  custom 


0 15  0 


Debentures,  entitling  any  person  to  receive  any 
drawback  of  duties  or  bounty  of  customs,  or  ex- 
cise for  goods  exported  0 4 0 

Deputation  or  appointment  of  a game- 

keeper  -1100 

Faculty ,licence  or  commission  for  admit- 
ting a notary  public  1 30  0 0 


0?  I n ven to ry  or  Schedule, 


1 0 H 
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And  tlie  same  sum  for  every  1080 
words  after  the  first  1080. 

Bargains  and  Sale  (or  lease)  for  a year  to  accompany 
a release  of  the  freehold  upon  sale  thereof,  where 
the  purchase  money  in  the  release  shall  not 
amount  to  50/.  - - - - 0 15  to 

Amounting  to  50/.  and  not  150/*  10  0 

150/.  and  upwards  - - - 1 10  0 

Certificate,  to  be  taken  out  yearly,  by  every'  attorney 
or  solicitor,  and  by  every  proctor,  if  he  reside 
within  the  limits  of  the  two-penny  post,  and 
shall  have  been  admitted  for  the  space  of  three 

years  and  upwards  - - - 10  0 0 

For  less  than  three  years  - - 5 0 0 

liesiding  in  the  country,  having  been 
admitted  three  years  or  upwards  6 0 0 

If  lie  shall  not  have  been  admitted 
three  years  - - - - -300 

The  like  certificate  to  be  taken  out  yearly  by  every 
person  being  a member  of  the  four  inns  of  court, 
who  shall,  in  the  character  of  a conveyancer,  spe 
cial  pleader,  or  draftsman  in  equity,  act  with  a 
view  to  any  fee  or  reward  10  0 0 

Certificate  of  Marriage,  except  of  any  common  sen- 
man,  mariner,  or  soldier  - - 0 5 0 

Certificate  of  goods  having  been  duly  entered  in 
wards  and  issued  for  enabling  any  person  to  obtain 
a debenture  or  certificate,  entitling  him  to  re- 


ceive any  drawback  of  duties  or  cus- 
toms 


0 4 0 


staok  coach  and  post  hohse  duties. 

Where  there  are  more  outside  passengers  than  are 
allowed  by  this  act,  such  penalties  to  be  imposed 
upon  the  owner  or  any  person  driving  such  carriage 
aftementioned,  provided  that  no  child  in  lap,  or  un- 
der seven  years  of  age  shall  be  included,  unless 
more  than  one,  that  two  of  such  children  shall  be 
equal  to  one  grown  person,  and  so  in  proportion. — 
No  person  paying  as  an  outside  passenger  shall  be 
permitted  to  sit  as  an  inside  passenger,  unless  with 
the  consent  of  one  inside  passenger  next  to  whom 
such  outside  passenger  shall  be  placed.  Where  such 
-coach  is  wide  and  commodious,  and  duly  licensed, 
four  outside  passengers  shall  be  permitted  to  sit  in 
the  front,  but  the  number  shall  not  exceed  ten. — 
Height  of  stag'e  coaches  eight  feet  nine  inches  from 
the  ground.  No  luggage  to  be  carried  on  the  roof  I 
exceeding  two  feet  in  height,  if  drawn  by  four  horses, 
or  eighteen  inches  if  drawn  by  two  or  three.  Noj 
passenger  to  sit  on  luggage  under  a penalty  of  50s. 

If  with  four  horses  ten  outside — two  or  three 
horses  five  outside — long  ©r  double  bodied  eight 
outside,  exclusive  of  coachman  but  including  guard. 

Penalty  10/  on  coachman  permitting  another  to 
drive. 

Penalty  10/  on  carrying  more  outside  passengers 
than  the  license  permits.  Summons  left  with  the 


Any  person  who  shall  keep  a public  stage 
coach,  for  carrying  not  more  than  four 
inside  passengers  (children  in  lap  ex- 
cepted) to  pay  yearly  for  each  carriage  0 5 
Carrying’  more  than  four,  and  not  more  than 

six  inside  - - - - - - 060 

If  more  than  six,  not  more  than  eight  - 0 7 0 
If  more  than  eight,  not  more  than  ten  - 0 9 0 

Tlie  Christian  and  surname  of  the  proprietors  imist 
be  painted  on  the  outside  pannel  of  each  door,  with 
the  name  of  the  place  from  whence  they  set  out  and 
to  which  they  are  going,  on  pay  of  10L 

Every  licensed  proprietor  of  any  such  carriage, 
who  shall  discontinue  the  same,  shall  give  notice  in 
writing  seven  days  before,  and  shall  have  such  no- 
tice indorsed  upon  his  license  or  bond,  and  from 
thenceforth  he  shall  be  no  longer  chargeable. 

Postmasters,  inn-keepers,  and  other  persons,  let- 
ting post  horses,  without  a license,  forfeit 101.  aud 
keeping  more  than  one  inn  under  one  licence,  20/. 

And  must  also  have  “licensed  to  let  post-horses/7 
on  the  fronts  of  their  houses,  on  pain  of  51. 

THE  QAURTERING  OF  SOLDIERS. 

By  an  act  passed  the  twenty -ninth  of  June,18I0,  inn 
-keepers  are  allowed  eight  pence  per  day  for  each 
non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  quartered  on 
them,  and  are  required  to  supply  them  with  a pound 
and  a quarter  of  meat  previous  to  being  cooked,  one 
pound  of  vegetables,  one  pound  of  bread,  two  pints 
of  small  beer,  and  pepper,  salt  and  vinegar. 

And  the  sum  of  one  shilling  and  two  pence  for  hay 
and  straw  per  day,  for  each  horse,  instead  of  six- 
pence. 

The  former  mode  of  furnishing  diet  to  non-com  - 
missioned  officers  and  soldiers  is  repealed,  and  in 
lieu  thereof,  all  commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
are  to  receive  diet  and  small  beer  from  their  quar- 
ters, at  the  rates  above  prescribed  while  on  their 
march  ; as  also,  on  and  for  the  day  of  their  arrival  at 
the  place  of  their  final  destination,  and  the  two 
subsequent  days,  unless  tlie  subsequent  day  shaU 
be  a market  day  in  the  town  where  such  soldiers 
shall  be  bilietted,  or  within  two  miles  thereof/  in 
which  case  the  innholder  may  discontinue,  on  such 
market  day,  the  supply  of  diet  and  small  beer,  anrl 
furnish  in  lieu  thereof,  the  articles  in  said  ac U, 
specified  at  tlie  rate  before  mentioned. 


Important  Argument. 

From  the  Providence  (R.  I.)  Phoenix,. 

Cn  the  4th  inst.  a novel  and  highly  interesting 
question  was  argued  before  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  holden  by  his  honor  judge  Howele, 
in  this  town,  in  the  case  of  a libel  against  the  ship 
Aurora , of  Newburyport,  prize  to  the  privateer 
Governor  Tompkins,  of  New -York,  found  sailing 


book-keeper  to  be  good  service.  Drivers  of  stage  under  a British  Licence.  The  principal documen 
coaches  leaving  their  horses,  or  neglecting  their  produced  on  the  part  of  the  libellants  were — a Con- 
duty,  penalty  not  less  titan  10s  or  more  than  10/. — jsular  copy  of  a letter  from  admiral  Sawyer,  com- 
Not  to  extend  to  hackney  coaches  drawn,  by  two  manding  on  the  Halifax  station,  referring  to  a pre- 
horses  only.  Drivers  incapable  by  intoxication,  re-lvious  correspondence  lictween  the  admiral  and  A n~ 
tarding  his  majesty’s  mails,  or  not  accounting  for  drew  Allen,  jun.  British  Consul  at  Boston,  on  the 

subject  of  supplies  from  America,  reciting  the  n e- 


passengers  and  parcels  taken  by  them,  shall  be  com- 
mitted. 

If  tlie  guard  fires  off  his  arms  except  for  defence, 
to  forfeit  51.  Carriages  of  a certain  description,  car- 
rying no  luggage  except  in  the  inside  or  boot,  to 
carry  an  additional  number  of  passengers.  Hack- 
ney coach  stages  arc  exempted  from  the  operations 
of  this  act. 

Any  person  letting  horses  to  travel  post,  or 
for  a day,  or  any  loss  period  than  28  suc- 
cessive days,,  to  pay  a licence  of  - 0 5 0 


ccssity  and  policy  of  maintaining  a constant  supply 
of  provisions  from  America  to  the  British  West  In- 
dia islands,  with  assurances  to  the  Consul  that  his 
majesty’s  vessels  of  war  would  be  directed  to  per- 
mit to  pass  and  fully  to  proteet  all  American -vessels 
so  laden  and  bound,  and  which  should  have  on  board 
the  pass  or  licence  of  tlie  consul,  with  a copy  of  the. 
admiral/s  letter  authenticated  by  the  consul ; also,  a 
pass  signed  by  the  Consul  at  Boston,  with  such 
autbefiticated  Qcpv  annexed  ; .also,  a pass  of  die 
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consul  from  Newburyport  for  Norfolk,  the  port 
where  the  Aurora  was  to  take  in  her  cargo  for 

the  West-Indies. The  official  papers  explicitly 

stated  the  intention  to  be,  a supply  of  the  British 
West  India  Islands,  although  the  ship’s  papers  pur- 
ported a voyage  to  a neutral  port.  There  was  some 
ether  matter  connected  with  this  cause,  but  the 
above  evidence  founded  the  point  most  interesting 
to  the  community.  We  present  a statement  of  the 
case,  more  from  the  magnitude  of  the  legal  ques- 
tion than  a wish  to  make  it  a subject  of  mere  par- 
ty discussion ; but  at  the  same  time  we  think  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  every  American,  most  pointedly 
to  reprobate  a practice  so  manifestly7  criminal  and 
injurious  to  the  country. 

In  the  opening  of  the  case  John  Woodward,  esq. 
a distinguished  counsellor  from  the  city  of  New- 
York;  occupied  nearly  8 hours  in  a series  of  the 
most  cogent  and  connected  arguments,  during  no 
moment  of  which  period,  was  the  attention  of  the 
court  or  audience  suspended.  What  peculiarly- 
distinguished  this  gentleman’s  reasoning  was,  that 
he  urged  no  position  or  doctrines  which  he  did  not 
support  by  the  production  of  some  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  or  some  decision  founded  on  that 
law.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  we  should,  from 
memory,  precisely  state  the  whole  of  Mr.  W’s  very 
ingenious  and  truly  legal  disquisitions,  which  ex- 
torted the  most  respectful  approbation  of  the  Bench, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  auditory.  As  a prelimi- 
nary ground,  he  clearly  established,  that  the  statu- 
ary forfeitures  of  Congress  had  no  bearing  on  the 
case,  excepting  so  far  forth  as  a binding  municipal 
regulation  was  auxili  ary  to  the  provisions  of  inter- 
nal law-.  His  main  proposition  was,  “ That  obtain- 
ing from  an  authorised  agent  of  Great  Britain,  pay 
for  sailing  under,  and  exhibiting  upon  tiie  high 
seas,  as  protection  for  the  voyage,  a British  License 
of  pass  and  trade,  by  an  American  citizen,  without 
the  permission  of  his  own  government,  the  two  coun- 
tries being' at  war,  are  in  themselves  cause  of  cap- 
ture and  condemnation,  as  prize  of  war.”  To  sup- 
port this  proposition,  a variety  of  grounds  were 
taken,  among  which  were — That  licences  were  fac- 
titious and  not  a part  of  the  law'  of  nations  ; but  the 
creatures,  1st  of  prerogative,  and  that  confined  to 
municipal  regulation  ; or  2d,  of  compact  ; or  3d,  of 
parliamentary  provision  ; that  the  licences  in  ques- 
tion were  ag-ainst  the  nature  and  lawr  of  war,  as  they 
put  it  in  the  power  of  particular  individuals  to  re- 
lax or  abate  the  rigor  of  the  war  ; against  the  ob- 
ligation of  allegiance ; and  that  the  stipulations  of 
such  licences  could  not  be  enforced  by  any  known 
law  : That  the  obtehtion  and  possession  of  those  ii- 
cences  of  pas»  and  supply,  anu  the  sailing  under 
them,  knowing  of  the  war,  was  a trading  w ith  the 
enemy,  independent  of  the  port  of  destination, 
and  of  the  right  of  property,  which  may  be  the 
subject  of  such  trade;  That  the  case  of  a li- 
cence to  trade  to  a citizen  or  subject  from  his  own 
sovereign,  was  distinct  from  that  of  a licence  to  a 
citizen  or  subject  of  one  of  the  belligerents  from 
tiie  enemy,  without  the  sanction  of  his  own  govern- 
ment; and  would  be  the  supposed  case  of  the  neu- 
tral, for  no  question  like  the  present  could  arise 
between  the  neutral  citizen  or  subject  and  his  own 
nation,  as  that  nation  would  not  be  a party  to  tfie 
war,  and  the  description  of  rights  here  involved 
would  not  in  that  case  be  in  question. 

“The  question,”  said  Mr.  Woodward,  “whether 
the  property  be  American  or  British,  matters  no-, 
provided  the  indirect  or  direct  trading  with  the 
enemy  be  established,  if  you  use  your  property  so 
as  commercially  to  benefit  and  carry  into  effect  the 
'Prescribes  and  stipulated  commercial  views  - of  the 


enemy,  and  under  a /-.rival  license  of  : 

or  supply,  this  is  as  much  trading  with  the  cia-nu, 
as  if  the  subject  of  trade  were  the  property  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  destination  an  enemy’s  port.  In  the 
latter  case  you  trade  direct — in  the  former  indirect,  if 
a different  doctrine  prevailed,  a national  rignt  would 
be  sacrificed  at  the  sbrine-ofi  he  meanest  artifice.” — 
“But,”  continued  Mr.  W.  if  you  pay  the  enemy  for 
such  a license,  the  case  is  still  stronger,  as  the  tran- 
sit of  the  medium  of  commerce  stamps  a com- 
mercial character  upon  the  transaction  ; and  in  this 
light  alone  converts  it  into  a supply.”  “As  to  the 
locality  in  the  inception  of  the  this  transaction/’ 
Mr.  W.  said,  “it  is  the  known  legal  i ule  of  con- 
struction, that  its  deleterious  character  is  communi- 
cated to  the  ship,  the  cargo  , and  the  voyage,  for 
wdiich  the  transaction  is  intended  to  provide,  and 
which  are  described  on  the  face  of  the  license. 

In  the  close  of  his  very  able  and  luminous  brief, 
Mr.  Woodward  observed,  that  “much  as  to  the  in- 
terpretation and  inapplication  of  the  rules  of  the 
law7  of  nations,  will  depend  upon  the  character  of  the 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged.  The  war  of  the  United 
States  with  Great  Britain  (he  proceeded)  is  a war 
between  two  maritime  and  commercial  nations,  in' 
support  of  an  independent  commerce.  The  rules  of 
decision  which  have  applied  the  law  of  nations  to  the 
conduct  of  the  citizens  of  each  belligerent  ,•  have  been 
always  so  construed  and  applied  as  to  effectuate  the 
notorious  reasons  and  policy  of  the  war.  This  is  not 
a theory,  but  has  been  emphatically  pronounced  by 
the  decisions  to  which  1 have  referred;  and  it  will 
be  found  by  those  decisions,  that  the  principles  of 
the  law  |of  nations  have  always  been,  wider  legal  dis- 
cretion, restrained  or  enlarged,  so  as  to  effectuate 
and  not  intercept  the  notorious  and  avowed  policy 
of  tiie  war.  And  more  particularly  has  this  princi- 
ple been  enforced  upon  questions  arising  upon  the 
conduct  of  a citizen  of  one  of  the  belligerents  with 
his  own  nation  ; which  is  the  present  case.  To  trade 
with,  or  hold  a commercial  inter  course,  whether  by 
persons  or  property,  with  the  enemy,  without  the 
license  of  one’s  own  government,  is  proven  by  ail  the 
writers  upon  the  law  of  nations,  and  all  decisions 
touching  this  point,  as  adverse  to  the  policy  of  war 
waged  for  the  purpose  of  commerce — that  it  amounts 
to  a misdemeanor,  and  is  cause  of  confiscation  and 
condemnation.  Suppose  our  citizens  be  permitted 
thus  to  obtain,  pay  for,  and  act  upon  these  licenses  ; 
they  would  be  in  the  practice  of  all  the  evils  and  do  - 
rangements  which  the  law  of  war  is  intended  to  pre- 
vent ; they  would  facilitate  treacherous  correspon- 
dence, information  and  supplies  to  the  enemy — the 
very  evils  assigned  for  the  prohibition  of  all  commer- 
cial intercourse,  or,  in  the  language  of  sir  William 
Scott,  (in  the  case  of  the  Jonge  Pietre)  “all  commu- 
nication, direct  or  indirect,  withouut  the  license  of 
government,”  with  the  enemy-  The  anomaly  of  a 
citizen  at  peace  and  his  nation  at  war,  would  em- 
phatically exist ; nay — the  absurdity  of  that  citizen 
making  his  peace  and  his  fortune  by  the  disposition 
of  tiie  enemy,  obtained  adversely  to  that  of  his  own 
government.  It  is  also  easy  to  perceive  that  by  those 
licenses  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  de- 
stroy or  counteract  the  internal  commercial  policy 
and  relations  of  the  states,  or  politically  to  distract 
the  union,  by  concentrating  the  trade  into  some  par- 
ticular state,  or  casting  it  into  the  hands  of  a parti- 
; cular  party.  It  is  the  language  of  a finished  civilian, 
that  ‘there  is  no  such  thing  as  a war  for  arms  and  a 
peace  for  commerce  ” 

“If  we  silently  permit  our  citizens  to  traverse  the 
ocean  under  such  licenses  of  pass  and  supply  from 
tiie  enemy,  (Mr.  W.  added)  it  has  been  already 
proven*  that  by  the  basest  collusion  between  Aincri- 
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can  citizens  and  the  British  government,  we  enable 
the  enemy  to  take  by  stealth  a portion  of  our  nation- 
al sovereignty  ; and  if  this  high  principle  of  nation- 
al honor  thus  bear  the  touchy  it  would  be  better  to 
surrender  the  whole.  In  a commercial  war,  which 
is  always  preventative  and  restrictive, by  such  licens- 
es of  pass  and  supply,  the  enemy  would  assume  the 
right  of  regulating  the  commerce  and  directing  the 
capital  of  our  own  citizens  ; the  independence  and 
integrity  of  one  of  the  belligerents  would  be  less  in 
the  dependence  and  prospects  of  its  citizens  or  sub- 
jects upon  the  authority  or  courtesy  of  the  other  : 
The  civil  relation,  the  national  pride  and  the  boasted 
morals  of  our  countrymen  would  be  corrupted  or 
destroyed  by  the  deleterious  influence  of  foreign 
gain  ; and  that  distinguishing  and  repell&nt  point  of 
character  which  marks  the  American  citizen,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  which  now  stamps  our  na- 
tional  -character  upon  the  fears  and  the  admiration  of 
the  world,  would  be  found  at  the  feet  of  the  enemy 
or  lost  in  the  mazes  of  British  corruption.” 

This  cause  commenced  on  Thursday  and  continu- 
ed until  Monday  afternoon,  when  the  attorney-gene- 
ral Burrill,  and  Mr.  Boss  of  Newport,  as  counsel 
for  the  claimants,  (Clark  and  Wheelwright,  of  New- 
buryport)  having  closed  a very  elaborate  and  ingeni 
ous  argument  on  their  part,  Mr.  Robbins,  U.  States 
district  attorney,  was  about  commencing  what  we 
have  no  doubt  would  have  been  a finish  ed  plea  in  be- 
half of  the  libellants,  when  the  court  superceded 
an  argument  on  his  part,  by  pronouncing  a very 
strong  and  able  judgment,  condemning  the  ship  and 
cargo  to  the  captors.  It  was  remarked  that  the 
j udge’s  opinions  were  in  complete  coincidence  with 
the  doctrines  and  arguments  so  powerfully  enforced 
by  Mr.  Woodward. 

In  the  course  of  his  plea  in  the  above  case,  Mr. 
Burrill  stated,  that  it  was  within  his  knowledge, 
that  a gentleman  of  this  town  purchased  a British 
license  in  London  for  nine  guineas,  and  the  same  li 
cense  was  afterwards  sold  in  New-York  for  $ 1650. 


JUDGE  DAVIS’S  OPINION 

IX  THE  CASE  OF  THE  IUIIG  HIRAM  OF 


BALTIMORE. 

MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT, 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

Dr  Admiralty,  Feb.  6,  1813. 
Asa  Hooper  arid  ah.  JS'laster,  O-.vnersy  and  Crew  of 
the  private  armed  brig  Thorn , 

VERSUS 

Brig  Hiram  and  Cargo , Johx  B.  Barker,  master. 

Samuel  G.  Griffiths,  claimant  of  the  vessel  and  28  barrels  ofji.7 
Cornthwait  & Carey,  and  als.  claimants  of  the  residue  of  the  cargo. 

This  vessel,  laden  with  flour  and  bread,  sailed 
from  Baltimore  for  Lisbon,  on  or  about  the  24th 
September  last,  and  on  the  15th  of  October  was 
captured  by  the  Thorn,  and  brought  into  the  port  of 
Marblehead.  The  vessel  is  not  'entitled  to  a regis- 
ter, but  is  duly  documented  as  the  property  of 
Griffiths,  the  claimant,  by  a certificate  from  the  col- 
lector’s office  at  P.  ltimore,  dated  June  24th,  1311. 
Among  the  ship’s  papers,  delivered  to  the  captors, 
there  was  no  document  specifying  the  owners  of  the 
cargo.  The  supercargo,  in  his  examination  before 
the  commissioners  at  Marblehead,  on  the  3d  of  Nov. 
declares  the  cargo  (excepting  100  barrels  of  bread, 
the  master’s  adventure)  to  be  the  property  of  se- 


amination,  November  14th,  declares  the  properl  V 
to  be  as  it  is  claimed,  naming  all  the  shippers,  as 
they  now  appear  to  he  evidenced,  excepting  one, 
and  states  that  he  signed  hills  of  lading  to  the  si  * 
veral  shippers.  The  omission  of  the  name  of  one  of 
the  shippers  in  the  master’s  evidence,  is  believed  to 
be  inadvertent,  as  the  bills  of  lading  were  not  in  his 
possession.  Four  days  after  his  examination,  the 
supercargo  delivered  to  the  commissioners  a bill  of 
lading  and  invoice  of  the  whole  cargo,  except  ing  the 
master’s  adventure.  By  those  documents,  Samuel 
G.  Griffiths  appears  the  sole  shipper,  and  his  orders 
to  the  supercargo  are  annexed,  directing  him,  on  his 
arrival  at  Lisbon,  to  dispose  of  the  cargo,  and  to  )e- 
mit  the  proceeds  to  the  shipper’s  correspondents  in 
Liverpool,  in  England.  The  master  also  had  writ- 
ten orders  from  Griffiths,  the  owner  of  the  vessel, 
to  make  sale  of  her  at  Lisbon,  if  any  advantage  us 
offer  should  be  made,  and  to  remit  the  amount  to 
England.  By  the  affidavit  of  claim  for  the  lading, 
made  by  the  supercargo  it  is  mated,  that  only  twen- 
ty-eight barrels  of  flour  belong  to  Griffiths;  that 
the  residue  belongs  to  the  other  claimants  in  dif- 
ferent proportions  ; that  a separate  bill  of  lading  and 
invoice  was  made  cut  for  each  shipper,  excepting 
Griffiths  ; and  that  the  master  also  signed  a bill  of 
lading  for  the  whole  of  the  cargo  as  the  property  of 
Griffiths;  that  all  the  separate  invoices  and  hills  of 
lading  with  the  instructions  of  the  respective  ship- 
pers, were  deposited  with  Griffiths  for  safe  keep- 
ing, the  supercargo  having  first  taken  extracts  for 
his  guidance  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  the  cargo  ; 
that  the  general  bill  of  lading  with  an  invoice  and 
letter  of  instructions  from  Griffiths,  purporting  the 
whole  to  be  his  property,  were  delivered  to  the  su- 
percargo at  the  time  of  sailing,  and  were  on  board 
at  the  time  of  capture.  In  explanation  of  this  ar- 
rangement,!! is  stated,  that  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  have  but  few  papers  on  board,  in  order  to  prevent 
embarrassment  and  delay,  incase  the  vessel  should 
be  taken  on  her  voyage,  and  carried  into  any  fo- 
reign port.  An  objection  was  made  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  papers  delivered  to  the  commissioners, 
by  the  supercargo,  after  the  examination,  but  it 
was  waved,  and  those  papers  were  admitted  by 
consent. 

Among  the  papers  found  on  board,  was  a license 
or  protection,  being  a certified  copy  of  a letter  from 
adimiral  Sawyer  to  Andrew  Allen,  esq.  late  British 
consul  at.  Boston,  and  an  additional  protection  or 
Letter  of  safe-conduct  from  Mr.  Allen.  The  vessel 
being  found  sailing  with  these  instruments,  appears 
to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  capture  and  bringing 
in,  though  other  additional  grounds  for  condemna- 
tion have  been  alleged  and  urged  on  the  trial,  par- 
ticularly the  destination  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  of 
vessel  and  cargo  according  to  the  instructions.  The 
variance  between  the  assorted  interest  ini  the  cargo, 
and  the  papers  on  board,  rendered  further  proof  of 
property  requisite.  An  order  was  made  for  that 
purpose,  after  a hearing  upon  the  papers  found  on 
joard,  and  the  preparato-iy  examination.  Excep- 
tions were  made  to  the  testimony  of  tire  master  and 
supercargo,  in  some  particulars,  which  were  sup- 
posed to  render  further  proof  inadmissable.  The 
omission  to  disclose  the  invoice,  hill  of  lading  and 
orders  above  mentioned,  on  the  examination,  is  not 
indeed  explained  to  entire  satisfaction,  especially 
on  the  part  of  the  supercargo,  to  whom  those  pa- 
pers were  committed  ; and  it  must  appear  in  a de- 
gree strange,  that  the  supercargo  should  not  be  si- 
dle, on  his  examination,  to  recollect  the  name  of  the 


veral  shippers  at  Baltimore,  whose  names  he  could  I shippers,  whose  property  was  committed  to  his-ma- 
nOt.  recollect,  though  he  says  he  had  received  from  nagement,  and  of  whose  instructions,  though  not 


them  letters  of  instruction. 
A'p.  vol.  in 


The  master,-  on  Jus  ex- - then  in  his  possession,  he  bad  taken  2ais3t3&> 

B ' - 


not 

l no- 
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tice  the  explanations  that  have  been  offered.  The 
omission,  as  to  the  invoice  and  bill  of  lading-,  what- 
ever may  have  been  its  character,  whether  volunta- 
ry or  inadvertent,  was  speedily  repaired  by  a delive- 
ry of  the  papers  in  question  to  the  commissioners  ; 
and  I do  not  find  the  exceptions  to  the  evidence  of 
sucli  a description  as  to  j ustify  a preremptory  con- 
clusion against  the  owners,,  and  to  preclude  an  op- 
portunity for  further  proof  of  their  asserted  claims. 
That  proof  has  been  produced,  together  with  proof 
relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  license  was  pro- 
cured. The  evidence  presented  fully  establishes  the 
property  to  be  as  claimed,  and  supports  the  account 
given  in  the  affidavit  of  claim,  by  the  supercargo-,  as 
to  the  ownership  and  arrangement  relative  to  this 
Voyage.  The  reason  given  for  this  simulation  of  pa- 
pers, which  corresponds  with  that  given  by  the  su- 
percargo, I must  admit  to  be'  real,  though  1 must 
add,  that  the  proposed  advantage  does  not  appear 
of  sufficient  importance  to  require  such  a disguise. 
It  has  had  the  common  effect  of  such  simulations, 
to  perplex  the  inquiry  and  give  a dubious  character 
to  the  transaction.  I know  that  to  a limited  extent 
there  is  an  indulgence  to  such  disguises  in  courts  of 
Admiralty,  if  the  cause  be  explained  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court,  especially  if  intended  to  re- 
lieve from  difficulties  imposed  by  the  restrictions  of 
an  enemy,  and  not  originating  in  views  to  avoid  or 
defraud  the  regulations  of  the  country  of  the  own- 
ers. The  worst  effect  of  such  disguises,  and  it  is  a 
very  serious  one,  is  -their  liability  to  induce  an  ad- 
herence to  papers  on  oath,  by  what  has  been  denom- 
inated ship  mobility,  too  often  widely  different  from 
that  genuine  morality,  which  is  the  basis  of  con- 
fidence and  t3ie  great  cement  and  support  of  social 
security  and  order. 

Having  permitted  these  claims  to  be  verified  by 
further  proof,  the  real  state  of  facts  relative  to  the 


officers  of  Ins  Britannic  majesty’s  ships  of  war,  or  of 
privateers  belonging  to  Ins  subjects.* 

It  is  contended  that  these  papers  stamp  a hostile 
character  on  this  vessel  and  voyage,  which  is  insur- 
mountable and  fatal ; that  the  American  character 
of  the  vessel  and  adventure  is  forfeited  by  an  asso- 
ciation with  enemies,  and  by  being  voluntarily  plac- 
ed under  the  protection  of  the  enemy’s  armed  force, 
and  it  is  further  contended  that  the  possession  of 
such  license  is  evidence  of  an  illegal  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  enemies,  and  of  enemies’  interest  in 
the  concern,  or  of  a subserviency  to  the  views  of 
the  enemy,  in  violation  of  the  duties  of  the  citizen 
and  of  his  allegiance. 

What  shall  constitute  a hostile  character,  is  suffi- 
ciently well  determined  in  many  instances,  which 
are  strongly  marked.  One  characteristic  is  the  sail- 
ing under  the  Jlag  and  pass  of  the  enemy.  This  is 
conclusive  to  the  character  of  the  ship,  and  is  a 
complete  bar  to  the  claims  of  an  asserted  neutral 
proprietor,  (.5  Rob.  13,  Am.  ed.)  If  assumed  by  a 
subject  of  tire  capturing  belligerent,  it  would  be 
equally  conclusive  as  to  grants,  and  would  be  deci- 
sive against  the  admission  of  any  claim.  In  giving 
judgment  on  a case  of  this  description,  in  relation 
to  the  Dutch  flag  and  pass,  assumed  by  a neutral. 
Sir  W.  Scott  observes,  that  ships  have  a peculiar 
character  impressed  upon  them  by  the  special  nature 
of  their  documents  with  which  they  are  so  invested, 
to  the  exclusion  of  any  claims  of  interest  that  per- 
sons living  in  neutral  countries  may  actually  have 
in  them.  In  the  same  case,  he  makes  a distinction, 
however,  between  such  a complete  adoption  of  the 
hostile  character,  and  a pass  or  iicence  for  a particu* 
lar  purpose  relative  to  the  enemy’s  trade,  without 
an  alteration  of  the  neutral  character  of  the  ship. 
The  counsel  for  the  claimants  in  the  case  of  the 
Vrotv  Elizabeth , cited  the  case  of  the  Clarissa , in 
which  the  American  owner  obtained  restitution  of 


voyage  is  clearly  evidenced,  in  every  material  cir-  . * . * 

cum  stance, ...  The  vessel  and  cargo  are  wholly  own- 1 ^1S  share  the  ship,  though  the  vessel  had  sailed 

ed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  destination  ffrom  Holland  under  a special  pa-ss  or  license  from 
was  for  Lisbon,  and  the  cargo  was  there  to  be  sold 
on  account  and  risque  of  the  owners,  the  proceeds 
to  be  remitted  to  England. 

The  destination  was  a lawful  one.  But  it  is  con- 
tended that  the  claims  should  be  rejected  and  the  j 
vessel  and  cargo  condemned  to  the  captors.  1.  On 
account  of  the  British  protection  or  license.  2.  For! 


the  destination  of  the  proceeds,  or  the  directions  re-;  sucjv  "tjle  jjapei.s”  fr0 
lative  to  the  remittance,  which  are  said  to  be  in  vio-jverj11’nent  a|so  r’C0! 
1 at  inn  nf  th*»  inw  nf  war  and  the  nllncrisrwm  nf  th*» ! i ” . . *■ 


special  pa-ss 

the  authority  of  that  country,  to  engage  in  the  colo- 
nial trade.  In  that,  case,  says  Sir  W.  Scott,  the  ship 
had  merely  a colonial  pass  or  license,  being  in  all 
other  respects  undoubtedly  and  avowedly  an  Ameri- 
can ship,  and  described  as  such  in  the  usual  Ameri- 
can documents.  The  distinction  is  applicable  in 
the  present  case.  The  ship  and  cargo,  which  are 
clearly  American  property,  are  documented  as 


war  and  the  allegiance  of  the  ; jy  intended  to  exempt  the  property  from  capture  by 
the  voyage.  'I  hese  questions : the  enemy’s  cruisers.  The  arranger 


lation  of  the  law  of  war 
persons  concerned  in 

are  novel  and  important — no  express  authority 
produced  by  which  they  can  be  determined.  There 
are  no  statute  provisions  on  the  subject,  and  it  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  to  examine  the  principles,  to  trace 
and  estimate  tire  analogies  urged  or  suggested  as  .. 
ground  of  decision.  The  investigation  has  been 


recognize  her  as  such,  and  are  mere- 


lemy's  cruisers,  i ne  arrangement  is  an  unu- 
18  sual  one,  "and  we  have  no  express  precedent  by  which 
to  determine  its  legal  operation.  Exceptions  from 
capture  have  sometimes  been  made  by  the  ‘belliger- 
ents from  motives  of  humanity y as  in  the  case  of 
fishing  vessels  : and  at  one  time  when  Spain  was  at 
war  with  Great  Britain  and  distressed  by  famine,  in 


pursued  with  diverted  attention  to  other  causes  ne- j favor  0f  vessels  bound  with  grain  to  that  country. 


cessarily  requiring  a determination. 


Antiently,  the  admiral  of  France  had  the  power  of 


nting  passpoi’ts  to 
unar  or  trade  unmo- 


In  regard  to  both  the  questions,  it  is  obvious,  that  (forming  fishing  truces,  or  of  gra 
the  considerations  by  which  they  are  to  be  governed  individuals  to  continue  their  fishing  ui  umm» 

have  reference  merely  to  the  rights  and  duties  of  a j tested.  It  is  not  contended,  that  a vessel  taking  the 
citizen  in  regard  to  his  own  country  in  a state  of!  benefit  of  these  indulgences  would  be  considered 
war.  How  the  transaction  would  be  viewed  by  the}  as  offending,  though  in  the  instance  of  the  French 
laws  of  nations,  if  the  vessel  had  been  captured  by  (passports  to  fishing  vessels,  they  were  occasionally 


asjpp  of  another  belligerent  with  whom  Great  Bri- 
tain is  at  war,  makes  no  part  of  the  present  enquiry. 

The  license,  as  it  is  called,  is  composed  of  three 
papers— a, copy  of  a letter  from  admiral  Sawyer,  dat- 
ed at.  Halifax,  Aug.  5, 1812.  Mr.  Allen’s  certificate, 
annexed  to  and  authenticating  the  Copy,  dated  at 
Boston,  Sept.  15,  and  another  certificate  from  the 
same  gentleman  of  the  same  date,  addressed  to  all. 


given  to  individual  vessels,  and  did  not  operate  by 
general  order  or  decree.  In  the  present  case  it  was 
not  competent  for  Admiral  Sawyer  to  give  a gene- 
ral security  ag’ainst  all  the  cruisers  of  his  country, 
but  lie  declares,  that  lie  shall  give  directions  to  the 
commanders  of  the  squadron  under  his  command., 

* See  page  26  of  the  present  volume; 
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Hot  to  molest  American  vessels,  unarmed,  and  laden  may  become  so  by  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
with  flour  and  other  dry  provisions  bona  fide  boundl  obtained,  or  the  conditions  on  which  they  were 
to  Portuguese  or  Spanish  ports,  whose  papers  shall  i granted,  I have,  therefore,  in  this  case  and  another 
be  accompanied  with  a certified  copy  of  Ins  letter  of  similar  description  (the  schooner  Hero)  requitv 
under  the-consular  seal  of  Mr.  Allen.  This  is  the  ed  further  proof  on  this  head,  and  the  order  for  fur- 
mode  adopted  to  notify  the  cruizing  ships  of  the  ad-  ther  proof  is  limited  to  the  claimants,  according  fo 
mind’s  instructions.  If  he  had  elected  another  me-  the  general  rule  in  prize  cases,  3 Rob.  267,  Ame- 
thod,  and  h ul  published  his  instructions  in  the  Ga-  rican  Ed. 

zette  ..at  Halifax , it  surely  could  be  no  offence  By  the  proof  that  has  been  produced  relative  to 


lawful  voyage,  to  take  with  him  one  of  the  British 
newspapers,  containing  such  instructions,as  a securi- 
ty on  such  Lawful  voyage,  not  prohibited  by  the  laws 
of  his  country.  A certified  copy  of  the  letter,  by  a 
by  a known  officer,  has,  as  appears  to  me,  no  other 
legal  effect  or  operation.  Mr.  Alien’s  consular  pow- 
ers may  indeed  have  terminated  by  the  war,  though 
his  residence  in  the  country  was  permitted,  and  1 
shall  not  undertake  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of 
Iiis  signing  in  that  capacity.  It  was  probably  consi- 
dered as  a mode  which  would  give  greater  securi- 
ty to  the  holders  of  the  instrument,  and  render  it 


les 

Cruisers.  In  this  view  it  was  rendered  more  valua- 
ble to  the  holders,  and  the  procedure  is  entitled  to 
candid  consideration;  at  any  rate  I cannot  consider 
it  as  giving  a vitious  taint  to  the  transaction,  so  as 
to  subject  the  citizen  receiving  such  a document  to 
process  of  condemnation  from  the  authorities  of  his 
country,  which  are  to  decide  upon  the  operation  of 
the  paper.  Mr.  Alien  aims  to  bestow  a more  ex 
tensive  security  than  wh.it  is  given  by  admiral  Saw- 
yer; but  it  is,  as  it  necessarily  must  have  been. 
merely7  advisory.  It  is  addressed  to  the  officers  of 
all  the  ships  of  war  of  his  country,  public  or  pri- 
vate. 

T;ie  views  and  intentions  manifested  by  those  offi- 
cers .n  these  p .pees,  have  been  particularly  urg’ed  in 
argument.  It  is  said  that  they  fully  express  purposes 
favorable  to  the  enemy,  and  that  the  acceptance  of 
papers  with  such  indications  implies  a voluntary- 
subserviency  to  British  interests.  In  whatever  terms 
these  papers  had  been  drawn,  no  one  could  suppose 
that  they  were  granted  from  mere  good  will  to  this 
country,  and  if  that  had  been  affected,  it  sould  have 
deceived  no  one.  In  fact,  whether  expressed  or  not, 
the  state  of  things  presented  a case  in  which  there 
was  a coincidence  of  interests.  When  this  trade 
was  left  open,  after  the  declaration  of  wrar,  it  must 
have  been  understood,  that  Great  Britain  would 
feel  an  interest  in  its  prosecution.  This  could  not 
but  have  been  perceived  and  considered,  when  the 
act  of  the  6ih  July  last,  relative  to  trading with  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  was  passed.  The  sub- 
sequent relaxation  of  the  rights  of  war  and  of  cap- 
ture, on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  relative  to  such 
trade,  only  presents  a more  decided  manifestation 
of  the  estimated  importance  of  the  trade  to  G.  Britain. 
It  still  is  a legal  and  innocent  trade  to  our  citizens, 
until  prohibited  by  statute;  nor  do  I conceive,  that 
the  expressions  in  the  papers  should  subject  tlie  citi- 
zens to  the  imputation  of  intending  the  promotion 
of  the  views  of  the  enemy;  he  has  iiis  own  interest 
in  view,  and  so  far  as  any  public  considerations  enter 
into  the  enterprise,  he  ought  to  be  considered  as  fa- 
vouring the  viewrs  and  interests  of  the  country,  who 
have  left  the  trade  open  under  a full  contemplation 
of  the  state  of  the  country  and  of  the  world  politi- 
cally and  commercially.  On  the  face  of  the  instru- 
ments,therefore, and  viewing  their  whole  tenor, l con- 
sider them  not  as  conclusive  against  the  claimants 
who  are  the  holders  of  them.  But  the  relaxation 
is  not  universal,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  partial 
exemptions,  they  are  liable  to  a degree  of  suspicion 
—though  not  in  themselves  absolutely  vitious,  they 


the  licence  in  this  case,  it  appears  to  have  been  pur- 
chased of  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Virginia,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  bbl. 
for  what  the  vessel  would  carry.;  that  part  of  the 
consideration  was  paid  in  cash,  the  remainder  to  be 
paid  on  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  Lisbon  ; that  the  li- 
cense wras  in  blank,  and  the  person  procuring  th  e 
licens  e declares,  on  oath,  his  belief,  that  the  seller 
had  no  knowledge  of  or  concern  with  Mr.  Allen  by 
whom  the  license  was  issued.  It  is  further  testifi- 
ed that  stich  licenses  are  a common  article  of  sale  in 
Baltimore  and  other  p laces. v On  this  evidence,  .1 
cannot  conclude  that  any  enemy  interests  are  involv- 


liable  to  exception  or  doubt  from  the  enemy’s  j ed  in  the  transaction,  or  that  the  terms  on  which 

the  license  was  obtained,  render  it  a vitious  transac 
tion,  operating  the  forfeiture  of  the  property  intend- 
ed to  have  been  protected.  The  act  of  .1  uly  6th, 
prohibits,  under  heavy  penalties,  the  receiving,  ac- 
cepting, or  taking  “a  license  from  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  or  any  officer  thereof,  for  leave  to 
carry  any  merchandise  or  send  any  vessel  into  any 
port  or  place  within  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to  trade  with  such  port  or  place.”  The  mere  re- 
ceipt and  acceptance  of  a license  or  security  from 
capture,  in  a lawful  trade  to  neutral  countries,  is 
not  prohibited.  If  not  procured  on  terms  involving 
enemies’  interests, I cannot  find  the  rule  of  law'  which^ 
renders  the  vessel  and  cargo  liable  to  condemnation 
in  our  courts,  for  being  possessed  of  such  an  instru- 
ment of  protection.  I am  sensible,  that  the  practice 
may  be  liable  to  abuse.  It  is  capable  of  being  con- 
verted into  an  instrument  of  monopoly,  or  the  prac- 
tice may  have  political  bearings  of  serious  import. 
This  liability  to  abuse  renders  it,  as  I conceive,  the 
duty  of  the  court  to  require  such  proof  of  the  man- 
ner of  procuring  the  license,  and  of  the  terms  and 
conditions,  as  shail  enable  it  to  form  an  opinion  of 
the  fair  and  legal  operation  of  the  procedure.  I am 
not  convinced  from  the  evidence  in  this  case,  that 
the  transaction  relative  to  this  licence,  will  subject 
the  property  claimed  to  condemnation.  There  may 
be  considerations  relative  to  the  practice,  ol  dubi- 
ous aspect,  which  it  belongs  to  the  government  to 
estimate,  and  to  make  such  provisions  as  the  public 
interest  shall  appear  to  require. 

The  other  ground  of  objection  is  the  direction  to 
invest  the  proceeds  of  vessel  and  cargo  in  bills  of 
exchange  to  be  remitted  to  England.  The  direc- 
tions for  the  sale  of  tfie  vessel  are  not  absolute,  it 
was  to  depend  on  the  contingency  of  receiving  an 
advantageous  offer.  If  sold,  however,  the  proceeds 
are  directed  to  be  remitted  to  England  ; some  of 
the  shippers  direct  the  investment  to  be  made  in  g’o- 
vernment  bills,  meaning,  it  is  admitted,  the  bills  of 
the  English  government.  Olliers  direct  a remittance 
generally.  As  i.o  the  captain’s  adventure,  it  does 
not  appear  in  what  manner  it  wras  lus  intention  to 
dispose  of  the  proceeds.  Now  if  this  property  was 
intended  merely  to  be  landed  at  Lisbon,  and  to  be 
afterwards  transhipped  to  the  enemy’s  country,  it 
would  clearly  be  a trading  with  the  enemy,  and 
such  intention  being  manifested,  it  would  be  liable 
to  condemnation,  if  captured  in  any  stage  of  the 
voyage,  (the  Jonge  Pieter,  4 Rob.  65.)  But  I am  by 
no' means  satisfied  that  the  orders  given  in  tins  case, 
as  to  remittance  of  proceeds,  would,  if  executed,  be 


428 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER APPENDIX  TO  VOL.  Ill 


of  like  legal  operation.  To  produce  a conclusion 
of  such  serious  consequence  to  the  owners  of  the 
property,  I ought  to  be  assured  that  there  would  be 
no  mode  of  effecting  the  proposed  remittances  ; 
without  implicating  the  claimants  in  the  culpability 
of  trade  with  the  enemy.  Now  it  is  observable, 
that  all  the  cases,  and  they  are  numerous,  which  , 
have  been  cited  from  the  books,  respecting  trade 
With  the  enemy,  relate  to  tangible  objects,  capable 
of  actual  use  for  the  purposes  of  life,  i.  e.  to  goods 
and  merchandize  bound  to  or  from  the  enemy’s 
country.  Of  this  description  are  all  the  instances 
cited  in  the  case  of  the  Hoop,  (1  Rob.  165,  Am.  ed.) 
in  which  the  law  on  this  subject  is  so  fully  display- 
ed and  illustrated.  I do  not  mean  to  infer,  that 
other  transitions  would  not  constitute  a trade  with 
an  enemy,  It  certainly  may  be  committed  by  going  > 
to  or  coming  from  an  enemy’s  country  with  a vessel 
without  a cargo.  But  no  case  has  been  produced, 
though  the  attention  of  the  able  and  learned  counsel 
for  the  captors  was  specially  directed  to  the  enqui- 
ry, in  which  the  usual  operations  of  exchange  were 
considered  as  of  this  character.  In  fact,  by  an 
analysis  of  those  operations,  it  will  appeal’,  that  a 
substantial  difference  exists,  in  regard  to  aid  to  an 
enemy,  between  a trade  in  commodities,  and  what 
is  called  a remittance.  If  a citizen  should  convey 
commodities  to  an  enemy’s  country,  he  affords  him 
palpable  aid,  and  the  act  is  illegal.  But  if  he  should 
purchase  of  a fellow  citizen,  or  of  a neutral,  a debt 
or  demand  against  a subject  of  the  enemy,  he  ren- 
ders no.  benefit  to  the  enemy,  there  is  only  a change 
of  the  creditor.  If  the  remittance  be  to  pay  a debt, 
the  enemy  country  is  indeed  a gainer  to  the  amount 
of  the  debt.  How  a remittance  for  such  a purpose 
jn  timetif  war  should  be  considered,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary here  to  enquire.  The  remittances  in  this 
Case  were  specially  intended  as  a deposit,  until 
there  should  be  ail  opportunity  to  withdraw  the 
amount. 

It  is  decided  that  a subject  of  one  belligerent  may 
lawfully  purchase  of  a neutral,  goods  or  vessels,  ly- 
ing in  a port  of  the  opposing  belligerent.  The  trade, 
|n  such  case,  is  with  the  neutral,  and  the  locality  of 
the  objects  purchased  does  not  vitiate  the  transac- 
tion (4  Rob,  233.  Am.  Ed.  Chitty  Law  of  Nations, 
15.)  From  this  authority  I should  infer,  that  the  su- 
percargo, on  this  voyage,  might  lawfully  purchase  of 
a subject  of  Portugal,  his  debt  or  demand  on  Eng- 
land, or  in  other  words,  his  bill  of  exchange  on  Eng- 
land. But  it  is  observed,  that  according  to  the  di- 
rection of  some  of  the  shippers,  the  investment  was 
to  be  made  in  government  bills.  Such  an  investment, 
it  is  urged,  would  be  particularly  noxious,  having  a 
tendency  to  sustain  the  credit  and  give  additional 
value  to  the  enemy’s  paper.  So  far  as  such  direc- 
tion may  be  evidence  of  an  intent  of  a commercial 
dealing  relative  to  this  cargo  or  any  portion  of  it 
with  subjects  of  the  enemy  it  is  pertinent.  But  I do 
not  consider  it  warrantable  for  me  t@  make  that  in- 
ference, without  more  direct  evidence.  Govern- 
ment lulls,  as  they  are  termed,  it  is  affirmed,  and  I 
presume  the  fact  is  so,  are  in  the  market,  bought 
S>r,d  sold  like  other  articles.  A bona-fide  purchase  of 
$m  English  bill,  of  a neutral,  would  not  place  the  par- 
ty, on  legal  ground,  in  a different  situation  from  the 
pui'chase  of  'die  bill  of  an  individual.  It  would  "be 
Otherwise  if  tlie  neutral  were  the  mere  agent  to  pro- 
cure such,  government  bills  from  the  British  holder. 

i t cannot  be  denied  that  investments  in  government 
bills  would  have  a tendency  to  enhance  the  value  of 
those  bills  in  the  market.  This  indirect  effect,  how- 
ever, of  the  operation,  would  not,  as  appears  to  me, 
render'  it  criminal.  By  the  law  of  war,  we  are  not 
to  benefit  m enemy  j on  the  contrary,  according  to 


Bynkershock,  vetatur  rjuoquo  modo  hoetivm  vfilitati - 
consulere.  We  are  not  to  consult  the  benefit  of  the 
enemy,  and  of  course  that  trade  and  those  operations 
are,  by  the  law  of  war,  illegal,  which  from  their 
character  imply  such  a motive.  But  such  is  the  con- 
nexion of  human  affairs,  which  national  conflicts 
cannot  altogether  dissolve,  that  many  operations 
may  have  an  indirect  effect  to  benefit  the  enemv,  and 
yet  the  law  of  war  has  not  considered  them  embrac- 
ed within  its  maxims  of  prohibition.  If,  for  inst  ance, 
the  proceeds  of  the  numerous  shipments  to  Spain 
and  Portugal  from  this  country  should  be  invested 
in  British  goods,  it  would  undoubtedly  aid  the  ene- 
my, by  the  encouragement  given  to  its  manufactures, 
and,  in  a degree,  to  its  commerce.  Still  such  pur- 
chases would  be  lawful  to  our  citizens,  if  made  bona 
fide  of  a neutral  owner  of  such  goods,  and  the  goods 
thus  purchased  might  be  lawfully  transported  to 
any  other  neutral  country.  The  mere  law  of  war, 
indeed,  would  not  prohibit  the  importation  of  goods, 
so  purchased,  even  to  our  own  country.  It  is  our 
law  of  non-importation,  made  before  the  war,  which 
has  this  operation. 

If  such  investment  be  not  illegal,  I am  not  satisfi- 
ed, that  evidence  of  the  debt,  thus  purchased  of  a 
neutral,  might  not  be  transmitted  from  the  neutral 
country,  without  coming  within  the  legal  idea  of 
trade  with  an  enemy,  as  developed  and  illustrated 
by  the  cases  which  have  been  decided.  It  was,  for 
a long  time,  lawful  in  England  to  insure  enemies* 
property,  and  such  was  the  common  practice  in  that 
country  in  former  wars  with  France.  Valin,  in 
language,  as  Marshall  observes,  bordering  a little  on 
derision,  remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  such  a rule  of 
law,  which  was  peculiar  to  England,  and  suggests 
the  benefit  derived  from  it  by  France.  But  we  find 
no  intimation,  that  the  procurement  of  such  insur- 
ance in  England,  by  a subject  of  France,  was  illegal, 
nor  is  it  made  subject  to  any  animadversion ; and 
yet  such  insurance  could  not  have  been  effected 
without  a correspondence.  So  when  in  England,  in 
the  modern  trials  upon  policies  of  this  description, 
the  foreign  holder  of  the  policy  has  been  held  not 
entitled  to  recover,  the  objection  has  not  been  made, 
even  in  argument,  that  the  creation  of  the  policy, 
which  would  necessarily  involve  a deg'ree  of  commu- 
nication with  the  enemy,  was  an  act  of  trading,  but 
‘ that  the  object  and  effect  of  such  policy  was  to  pro- 
tect the  trade  of  the  enemy.  If,  therefore,  it  were 
now  lawful  in  England  to  insure  enemy’s  property,  it 
would  not,  as  appears  to  me,  come  within  the  idea 
of  trade  with  the  enemy  for  a citizen  of  this  country 
to  protect  such  insurance,  though  it  could  not  be 
accomplished  without  a communication  direct  or  in- 
direct with  that  country.  The  same  reason  would 
apply  to  the  mere  transmission  of  the  evidence  of  a 
debt  or  demand  on  an  enemy’s  country,  lawfully  ac- 
quired. 

I acknowledge  the  general  obligation  of  bringing 
every  correspondence  with  the. enemy- under  the  cog- 
nizance of  government.  A correspondence,  intrin- 
sically innocent,  may  be  culpable  from  a non-con- 
formity with  regulations,  calculated  to  assure  the 
“ government,  that  nothing  injurious  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  any  proposed  communication.  It  would 
be  reasonable,  however,  to  expect  a promulgation 
of  such  regulations,  that  every  one  might  be  secure 
from  dangerous  inadvertance.  Besides,  as  the  go- 
vernment has  a public  agent  in  Lisbon,  and  the 
charge  in  this  case  rests  on  intention,  1 ought  not  to 
’ conclude,  that  any  correspondence,  which  the  pro- 
posed remittance  of  bills  to  be  purchased  might  re- 
quire, would  not  be  submitted  to  his  inspection. 

In  speaking  of  the  doctrine  of  insurance  on  ene- 
mies’ property,  as  it  formerly  stood,  X cannot  omit 
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to  notice  its  application  to  the  first  objection  in  this 
case,  Grounded  on  the  license  from  an  enemy.  The 
reasons  which  have  led  the  courts  of  law  in  Great 
Britain,  ultimately,  to  decide  against  the  validity  of 
such  insurances,  after  long'  practice  to  the  contrary, 
might  cause  that  country  to  be  dissatisfied  with 
these  indulgences  granted  by  its  officers  ; and  for 
the  reasons  which  induced  France  not  to  discounte- 
nance or  disapprove  of  the  procurement  of  insur- 
ances in  England,  in  time  of  war,  between  the  two 
countries,  may  we  conclude  as  to  the  innocence  of 
obtaining  these  licenses  or  protections,  if  tainted 
with  no  improper  contractor  conditions. 

Such  are  the  views  which  I have  taken  on  this  sub- 
ject. In  contemplating  the  questions  on  which  the 
cause  depends,  and  in  searching  for  just  inferences 
from  acknowledged  principles,  and  from  analagous 
determinations,  I should  not  be  surprised  if  my  con- 
clusions should  be  found  erroneous,  in  which  case 
they  will  be  corrected  by  a superior  tribunal,  if  the 
captors  should  be  dissatisfied.  I decree  restitution 
to  the  claimants  ; but  I do  not  think  the  captors 
should  sustain  the  costs  of  bringing  the  case  to  ad- 
judication, especially  as  further  proof  was  requisite, 
and  the' obvious  facts  might  induce  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  captors,  consistently  with  sincere  and 
honest  conviction,  that  their  procedure  was  justi- 
fiable. 1 therefore  direct  the  payment  of  their  ne- 
cessary expences. 


Affairs  of  Algiers. 

Message fro  m the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitting copies  of  a letter  from  the  Consul- general  of\ 
the  Untied  Slates  to  Algiers „ stating  the  circvmstan-  j 
ces  preceding  and  attending  his  departure  from  that 
Regency. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Stales  : 

I transmit  to  congress  copies  of  a letter  from  the 
consul  general  of  the  United  States  to  Algiers,  stat- 
the  circumstances  preceeding  and  attending  his  de- 
parture from  that  regency.  JAMES  MADISON. 
November  17,  1312- 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Lear,  consul  general  at 
Algiers  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

“ox  EOAIln  THE  AMERICA**  SKIP  ALLEGANY, 

At  sea,  July  29th,  1812. 

“On  the  17th  inst.  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
respected  favors  of  the  6th  of  February  and  29th  of 
April,  1812,  by  captain  Ebenezer  Eveleth,  of  the  ship 
Allegany,  which  arrived  at  Algiers  on  that  day,  with 
the  four  new  Mediterranean  passports,  200  tops  and 
the  several  packages  containing  messag’es,  reports, 
newspapers,  &,c.  together  with  the  letter  of  Richard 
Forrest,  esq.  covering  the  invoice  and  bill  of  lading’ 
of  the  ship  Allegany  sent  from  the  United  States 
with  a cargo  of  naval  and  military  stores,  for  the  re- 
gency of  Algiers,  in  fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations. 

“I  must  delay  replying  to  the  particular  points  in 
your  letter  of  the  29th  of  April,  until  I shall  have 
given  an  account  of  the  most  unexpected  and  extra- 
ordinary event  which  1 believe  has  ever  taken  place, 
even  in  the  extraordinary  events  of  Algiers,  in  order 
that  l may  have  it  ready  to  transmit,  in  case  I should 
meet  any  vessel  bound  to  the  United  States. 

“On  the  arrival  of  the  Allegany,  the  Dev  and  the 
-officers  of  the;  regency  expressed  the  most  entire  and 
complete,  satisfaction  ; and  until  the  20th  inst.  when 
they  began  to  discharge  the  cargo,  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  any  other  sentiment.  On  that  day.  a large 
quantity  of  spars  and  plank  were  taken  on  board  a 


lighter,  by  the  people  of  the  marine,  to  be  carried, 
on  shore,  by  order  of  the  minister  of  marine,  but 
they  were  not  landed.  At  noon  the  minister  sent  to 
request  a note  of  the  articles,  and  their  quantity, 
which  were  on  board  the  ship  for  the  regency,  that 
he  might  lay  it  before  the  Bey  in  the  evening,  agree- 
ably to  his  orders.  I accordingly  sent  the  note  tak- 
en from  the  invoice,  but  without  affixing  the  prices. 
At  6,  v.  nr.  I received  a message  bv  mv  drogerman. 
from  the  minister  of  marine,  informing  me  that 
when  he  laid  my  note  of  the  articles  before  the  Dey, 
lie  became  very  outrageous  on  finding  there  was  roi- 
ly fifty  small  barrels  of  gunpowder  and  four  cables 
on  board  ; when  the  note  sent  to  the  United  States 
in  1810,  as  furnished  by  the  minister  of  marine,  de- 
manded 500  quintals  of  gunpowder,  and  27  large 
cables,  besides  a very  large  quantity  of  cordage  and 
other  articles,  as  may  be  seen  by  said  note  forwarded 
m my  letter  of  August,  1810,  to  the  honoraole  the 
secretary  of  state ; and  told  the  minister  that  he 
would  not  receive  the  cargo,  but  would  send  the 
ship  away  from  Algiers,  and  that  I must  depart  in 
her,  as  he  would  not  have  a consul  in  his  regency, 
who  did  not  cause  every  thing  to  be  brought  exactly 
as  he  (tile  Dey)  ordered. 

“Early  in  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I waited  on  the 
minister  of  the  marine  to  inquire  into  this  proce- 
dure, when  be  confirmed  all  that  bad  been  told  me  by 
the  drogerman,  and  added  many  other  expressions 
of  anger  and  disgust  of  the  Dey. 

“I  reasoned  with  liim  on  the  subject,  stating  that 
it  had  never  been  usual  to  send  the  whole  of  such 
large  orders  at  one  time ; that  we  had  been  very 
punctual  in  our  payments,  and  that  the  cargo  of  this 
vessel  would  probably  pay  all  that  we  owed ; that 
cargoes  had  always  come  in  this  manner,  assorted 
with  a part  of  each  article,  and  that  I had  never  be- 
fore found  any  difficulty ; that  powder  and  cables 
were  articles  of  which  we  d id"' not  make  enough  for 
our  own  use  in  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was  al- 
most impracticable  at  this  time,  to  bring  them  from 
other  countries,  as  was  well  known  to  himself  and  all 
the  world  ; that  in  the  present  distracted  state  of  na- 
tions, it  was  possible  that  the  United  States  might 
be  forced  into  a war,  and  that  it  behoved  our  govern- 
ment, not  to  be  destitute  of  so  essential  an  article  of 
defence  as  gunpowder  ; but  that  on  a future  occasion 
we  might  be  able  to  send  more  ; with  many  other 
remarks,  which  he  allowed  to  be  reasonable,  but  said 
-that  the  Dey  was  determined ; and  that  when  he 
had  once  fixed  a resolution  he  never  departed  from 
it — And  added,  that  the  Dey  insisted  upon  having 
every  thing  brought  which  he  ordered,  without  re- 
garding whether  it  amounted  to  more  than  the  sum  sti- 
pulated in  the  treaty  or  not;  and  that  I must  depart 
on  Thursday  the  23d  inst.  on  board  the  Allegany 
with  ail  the  Americans  now  in  Algiers. 

“I  wished  to  see  the  Dey,  and  for  that  purpose  de“ 
sired  an  audience,  which  was  denied  me. 

“I  then  requested  that  a few  more  days  might  be 
allowed  for  my  remaining,  that  I might  prepare  my- 
self as  it  was  impossible  to  make  any  arrangement 
of  my  affairs  in  so  short  a time,  hoping  in  the  mean 
time,  to  make  some  accommodation  of  this  business. 
The  answer  was  that  the  Dey  would  not  allow  an 
hour  more. 

“I  wrote  a circular  to  the  Christian  consuls  in  xAl- 
giers,  informing  them  of  my  ordered  departure. 

“The  spars  and  plank  which  were  taken  out  of  the 
vessel  yesterday,  were  returned  on  board  this  morn- 
ing. In  the  morning  of  the  22d  I sent  my  drogerman 
to  the  palace  to  say  that  I wished  to  make  a settle- 
ment of  tiie  cargo  of  the  brig  Paul  Hamilton,  which 
had  been  delayed,  by  a request  from  t*e  palace  until 
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the  Allegany  should  arrive,  when  a settlement  could 
6e  made  for  both  vessels  at  the  same  time. 

“The  request  was  granted,  and  the  dro gen-nan 
informed  me  that  the  dey  wished  me  to  bring  our 
treaty  with  me,  that  we  might  see  the  time  when  it 
commenced,  the  terms,  Sec.  in  order  to  make  a final 
settlement  of  our  accounts.  This  I did,  and  while 
I was  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Paul  Hamilton’s 
cargo  with  the  prime  minister  and  secretaries,  in 
the  usual  manner,  the  dey’s  drogerman  came 
down,  and  said,  the  dey  wished  to  see  the  trea- 
ty which  I had  brought.  I gave  it  to  him  with- 
out hesitation,  supposing  that  the  dey  might  wish 
to  see  something  in  it,  or  that  lie  might  com- 
pare it  with  that  which  was  in  the  palace.  But  when 
I demanded  the  treaty  again,  the  dey  refused  to 
deliver  it,  saying,  by  his  drogerman,  that  when  a 
.consul  was  sent  away,  he  (the  dey)  should  always 
keep  his  treaty,  and  that  such  had  ever  been  the 
custom  at  Algiers. 

“After  settling  the  account  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Paul  Hamilton,  which  amounted  to  $ 12,109,  and 
producing  a tiscary  or  acknowledgment  of  a balance 
due  to  the  United  States,  which  had  been  given  in 
February  1810,  at  the  settlement  of  the  cargoes  of 
the  ship  Resource  and  brig  Blanchy,  for$  26,065  ; 
the  minister  and  secretaries  said  there  was  still 
$27,000  due  to  the  present  time.  This  I denied, 
as  I had  the  receipts,  of  the  regency  for  the  pav  - 
m'ent  of  annuities  for  14  1-2  years,  exclusive  of  the 
amount  of  the  cargo  of  the  Paul  Hamilton  and  the 
tiscary  for  $26,065,  and  as  our  treaty  was  concluded 
on  the  5th  of  September  1795,  it  would  be  only  17 
years  in  the  whole,  from  which  the  14  1-2  years  were 
to  be  deducted,leaving  2 1-2  years  ending  the  5th  of 
September  next,  amounting  to  $ 54,000,  from 
which  deducting  the  cargo  of  the  Paul  Hamilton, 
and  the  tiscary  before  mentioned,  would  leave  but 
$ 15,826,  and  which  I had  no  doubt  the  cargo  of 
the  ship  Allegany  would  fully  pay  if  it  should  be 
received. 

“The  minister  then  observed,  that  they  counted 
the  year  by  the  Mahometan  calender,  consisting 
of  354  days,  so  that  the  difference  in  seventeen 
years,  would  make  it  one  half  year  more  than  we 
counted.  1 told  him  that  I had  always  reckoned 
the  years  in  the  Christian  manner  of  365  days  ; and 
that  1 presumed  the  same  was  done  by  all  other  Con- 
suls having  accounts  of  a similar  nature  with  the 
regency.  He  said  it  was  never  so  done,  or  allow- 
ed by  the  regency,  and  immediately  sent  up  a 
note  to  the  dev,  of  the  sum  due  by  Ills  account, 
viz.  $ 27,000.  ' 

“After  a short  time  the  Dey  sent  down  word  by 
his  drogerman,  that  the  balance  must  be  paid  imme- 
diately in  cash , and  that  the  vessel  with  myself,  &c. 
must  depart  to-morrow  as  he  had  ordered  ; I an- 
swered that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  comply  with 
the  Dev’s  order,  even  if  I acknowledged  the  balance 
lobe  just,  and  had  every  disposition  to  pay  it,  as  I 
had  not  the  means  of  obtaining  the  money,  especial- 
ly as  the  cargo  of  the  ship  now  in  port  was  sent  by 
my  government  for  the  express  purpose  of  paying 
what  might  be  due  to  the  regency,  and  was  the 
strongest  possible  evidence  of  our  punctuality  in  ful- 
filling our  engagements. 

“The  prime  minister  then  went  up  to  the  Dey, 
with  the  drogerman,  and  soon  returned,  saying  that 
the  Dey  persisted  in  his  first  order,  that  the  money 
should  be  paid  immediately  ; or  that  1 should  be  sent 
to  the  marine  in  chains,  the  vessel  and  cargo  confis- 
cated, and  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  now 
in  Algiers  be  detained  in  slavery,  and  war  instantly 
declared  agai.fct  the  U,  Slates; 


“I  told  the  minister  that  the  matter  was  now 
brought  to  a decision,  and  that  I must  go  to  the  ma- 
rine in  chains,  for  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  ob- 
tain the  money,  and  had  no  more  to  say  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  would  warn  them  of  the  evil  which  they 
were  bringing  on  themselves  by  such  unjust  and  out- 
rageous conduct. 

“The  minister  wont  to  the  Dey  a second  time, 
when  I demanded  to  accompany  him;  but  was  re- 
fused, and  soon  returned  with  what  he  said  was  the 
fixed  and  unalterable  resolution  of  the  Dey,  viz  : 
that  he  would  allow  me  till  Saturday  morning  live 
26th  inst.  to  pay  the  money  and  depart  with  the  ves- 
sel and  all  other  Americans  in  Algiers  ; but  if  this 
was  not  done,  he  should  confiscate  the  vessels,  de- 
tain in  slavery  all  the  Americans  in  Algiers,  and  de- 
clare war  against  the  U.  States  as  he  had  before 
determined.  The  minister  also  added,  that  the  Dey 
had  been  informed  that  the  ship  had  brought  a large 
quantity  of  coffee  for  sale,  and  some  oilier  articles 
not  intended  for  him  (meaning,  I suppose,  the  gun 
barrels,  &c.  for  the  emperor  of  Morocco  ; but  whence 
he  chuld  have  got  the  informal  ion  of  the  latter/  T 
know  not,  for  I had  never  mentioned  a syllable  of  it 
to  any  one  in  Algiers.  1 have  since  learned  that  it 
was  discovered  by  some  means  or  oilier,  when  the 
plank  and  spars  were  taken  out  of  the  vessel  on  Mon- 
day) and  that  he  was,  if  possible,  more  highly  in- 
censed at  this,  than  on  any  oilier  account ; saying 
that  he  considered  it  an  insult  offered,  by  having 
merchandize  embarked  on  board  a vessel  which  was 
said  to  have  been  sent  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bring- 
ing' the  annuity. 

“As  I was  determined  that  nothing  should  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  settle  this  unpleasant,  and  to 
me,  unaccountable  business,  I proposed  to  the  prime 
minister,  that  the  articles  now  sent  by  the  Allegany 
should  be  received  and  passed  to  our  credit,  in  the 
usual  manner  of  settling  the  accounts  of  cargoes, 
where  they  had  the  power  of  fixing  their  own  prices, 
and  that  whatever  balance  might  appear  due,  after 
such  settlements,  should  be  paid  in  cash  if  the  Dey 
desired  it ; and  that  he  might  send  a note  of  such 
articles  as  he  expected  for  the  next  annuity,  which 
I would  forward  to  my  government,  "With  such  ob- 
servations on  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  sending 
the  whole  of  them  as  the  Dey  should  express.  By 
this  means,  if  the  proposition  should  be  accepted, 
time  would  be  given  to  make  preparations  for  future 
events,  or  at  any  rate,  our  commerce  in  this  sea 
might  have  been  secured  by  giving  timely  notice, 
and  putting  our  vessels  on  1-heir  guard.  But  the 
Dey  refused  to  listen  to  it,  and  repeated  his  first 
orders. 

“On  leaving*  the  palace,  1 reflected  upon  the  very 
critical  and  alarming  situation  of  our  affairs  with 
the  regency,  which  was  not  only  brought  on  in  the 
most  unexpected  manner,  but  without  any  reasona- 
ble or  justifiable  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of 
the  Dey.  It  appeared  to  me  that  lie  was  determined 
to  take  a measure  which  I had  more  than  once  the 
honor  of  intimating  to  the  honorable  the  secretary 
of  state,  particularly  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  May 
last,  viz  : that  after  having  concluded  a iruce  with 
Portugal,  and  seeing-  Sicily  under  protection  of  the 
British,  he  must  make  w'ar  upon  some  other  nation, 
with  or  without  cause,  in  order  to  employ  his  cruiz- 
ers  ; and  that  the  extended  and  unprotected  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  offered  greater  pros- 
pects of  advantage  from  plunder  and  captures  than 
he  could  expect  from  any  other  nation.  The  ulti- 
mate consequence  of  such  conduct  he  w ould  never 
calculate ; neither  would  he  be  restrained  by  any 
sense  of  shame,  or  of  the  flagrant  injustice  of  the 
act. 
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“In  this  state  of  embarrassment,  and  with  these 
reflections,  I was  still  determined  to  try  all  possible 
means  to  accommodate  the  present  difficulties,  be- 
fore the  ultimate  period  fixed  by  the  Dey  should  ar- 
rive, but  if  that  could  not  be  effected,  1 should  pre- 
pare, if  possible,  to  pay  the  balance  demanded  in 
money,  to  prevent  the  loss  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  and 
detention  of  all  Americans  in  Algiers,  and  the  imme- 
diate capture  of  others. 

“In  order  to  raise  the  money  I proposed  to  sell  the 
cargo  of  the  ship,  as  the  Dey  would  not  receive  it, 
and  pay  him  the  proceeds  in  cash  towards  the  ba- 
lance,but  lie  absolutely  forbade  the  sale  of  any  article 
on  board  her.  Thus  situated  1 had  no  other  means 
left  but  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  money  on  my  bills, 
and  while  I was  using  every  means  in  mv  pow- 
er, and  through  every  channel  that  could  be  de- 
vised, to  have  matters  accommodated  before  they 
came  to  the  last  extremity,  l wa s not  inattentive  to 
the  necessity  I might  be  under  of  procuring  the  mo- 
ney in  the  last  moment. 

“As  the  discussions  on  our  business  had  taken  place 
either  at  the  marine  or  in  the  palace,  in  the  presence 
of  all  those  usually  attending  there,  it  was  no  secret.  ; 
and  I had  the  satisfaction  of  jieari ng  a general  senti- 
ment of  disapprobation  expressed  on  account  of  the 
Dev:s  conduct  more  strongly  than  I could  have  sup- 
posed it  would  have  been  done,  when  it  was  known 
ir.  what  awe  and  dread  every  one  held  the  present 
dey,  whose  severity  is  almost  without  example. 

“The  only  quarter  from  which  money  could  be  ob- 
tained at  any  rate,  was  the  house  of  Oacri,  and  upon 
application  to  him  to  know  if  I could  depend  upon 
him  in  the  last  extremity,  he  raised  many  difficulties 
on  account  of  the  limited  time,  of  the  many  very 
heavy  payments  which  they  had  been  obliged  to 
make  lately  for  the  cargoes  of  the  Greek  prizes  pur- 
chased by  them,  Which  had  entirely  absorbed  their 
cash,  &c.  He  also  made  some  objection  as  to  the 
security  of  such  bills,  on  account  of  my  being  oblig- 
ed to  leave  the  regency  : to  that  I answered,  that  I 
should  not  desire  any  one  to  become  my  security, 
as  the  same  objection  would  naturally  occur  to  them, 
and  that  if  I should  give  bills,  I must  candidly  say 
that  if  the  vessel  should  not  afterwards  be  permit- 
ted to  depart  with  her  cargo  (as  I had  some  appre- 
hensions from  the  shameful  conduct  of  the  dey, might 
be  the  case,  in  violation  of  his  word)  the  bills  would 
not  be  paid,  as  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo,  at  t he  place 
to  which  she  might  go,  must  be  depended  upon  to- 
wards discharging  such  bills.  He  said  he  would  con- 
sider the  subject  and  give  me  an  answer  on  Friday 
as  to  the  practicability  of  getting  the  money  if  it 
must  be  had,  and  the  terms  which  would  be  expect- 
ed for  it. 

“On  Friday  the  25th  July,  I made  the  last  effort 
to  effect  an  accommodation,  and  flattered  mvself 
with  some  little  prospect  of  success,  as  the  minister 
of  the  marine  and  some  others  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  the  regency,  had  expressed  their  regret  at 
what  hud  happened,  and  had  promised  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  induce  the  Dey  to  alter  his 
determination,  if  the  Dey  si lould  introduce  the  sub- 
ject before  them  on  this  day,  when  they  all  met.  him 
at  the  palace  to  go  with  him  to  the  mosque,  being 
tne  Mahometan  sabbath  ; but  they  candidly  acknow- 
ledged that  if  he  did  not  bring  the  matter  forward, 
no  one  would  dare  to  introduce  it,  as  they  knew  the 
obstinacy  of  his  temper,  and  dreaded  the  effects  of 
his  resentment. 

# “I  had  communicated  to  the  minister  of  the  ma- 
rine the  proposition  which  I made  in  the  palace  on 
Wednesday,  for  the  Dej’  to  take  this  cargo  on  ac- 
count, and  to  pay  the  balance,  if  any,  in  cash,  & c. 
which  he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  he  thought  high- 
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ly  reasonable  and  such  as  should  be  satisfactory ; 
but  at  the  same  time  remarked  on  the  inflexible  Oh- 
s' inacy  of  the  Dey,  when  lie  had  once  taken  his  re- 
solution. 

“At  one  o’clock  my  drogerman  brought  me  a mes- 
sage from  theDev,  which  he  said  was  Ins  last,  and 
n evocably  fixed,  viz  : that  I should  to-morrow- 
morning  pay  into  the  treasury  27,000  Spanish  dollars. 
Which  he  claimed  as  the  balance  of  annuities  from 
the  United  States,  and  then  dep  rt  from  the  regency 
with  my  family,  and  all  other  citizens  of  the  United 
States 'in  Algiers,  in  the  ship  which  had  brought  the 
srores,  in  fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations,  and  which 
he  had  refused  to  receive  ; or  that  the  ship  and  car- 
go, with  all  other  Americans  now  in  Algiers,  should 
be  detained,  the  former  confiscated  the  latter  kept 
in  slavery,  and  that  war  should  be  instantly  declared 
against  the  United  States. 

“This  message  determined  the  business  and  clos- 
ed every  door  of hope  for  an  accommodation.  It  was 
confirmed  by  the  minister  of  marine,  who  said  that 
the  subject  having  been  introduced  by  the  Dey  in 
their  presence,  he  and  the  other  ministers  had  urg- 
ed every  thing  they  dared,  to  induce  the  Dey  to  alter 
his  determination,  and  to  accept  my  proposition,  but 
in  vain.  He  was  inflexible,  and  the  alternative  must 
be  taken  immediately. 

“I  had  now  my  ultimate  choice  to  make  between: 
the  payment  of  the  money,  if  it  could  be  obtained, 
and  the  certain  loss  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  worth 
much  more  than  the  sum  claimed  by  the  Dey,  and 
the  immediate  slavery  of  more  than  20  American  ci- 
tizens (including  myself  and  family)  not  in  Algiers, 
with  the  highest  probability  of  many  American  ves- 
sels and  their  crews  being  captured  before  it  would 
be  possible  to  give  notice  of  what  had  happened,  to 
enable  them  to  consult  their  safety  by  remaining  in 
port,  as  the  port  of  Algiers  had  been  shut  since  the 
sailing  of  their  cruizers  on  the  13th  instant,  and  of 
course  no  opportunity  had  offered  to  communicate 
an  account  of  these  transactions  to  any  of  our  con- 
suls in  the  Mediterranean. 

“I  therefore  made  my  election  to  pay  the  money, 
if  it  could  be  obtained,  especially  as  tlie  departure 
of  the  Alieganv  would  afford  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing the  most  speedy  information  to  every  part  of  this 
sea,  and  guard  American  vessels  against  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  Algerine  cruizers  now  out. ; as  I can 
now  have  but  little  doubt  of  theDey’s  having  given 
orders  to  his  cruizers,  on  their  sailing,  to  detain  and 
send  in  such  American  vessels  as  they  may  find.  For 
it  must  clearly  be  seen  that  he  lias  no  reasonable  or 
justifiable  ground  for  his  present  demand  and  con- 
duct, and  I am  in  a great  measure  confirmed  hi  my 
apprehensions  entertained  and  expressed  in  my  last 
letters  to  the  honorable  die  secretary  of  state,  that 
after  the  truce  with  Portugal  and  the  protection  of 
the  Sicilians  by  the  English  he  would  make  war  up- 
on some  nation  to  employ  his  cruizers  ; and  that 
none  offered  a better  prospect  than  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States. 

“The  present  posture  of  affairs  between  the  U. 
States  and  Great  Britain,  just  on  the  point  of  open 
hostilities,  would  afford  another  guard  and  security 
against  our  sending’  a force  into  this  sea  to  protect 
our  commerce  now  here,  or  revenge  the  insult  and 
injury  inflicted  upon  us  ; especially  too,  as  under 
present  circumstances,  he  must  suppose  that  it 
would  be  gratifying*  to  the  British,  with  whom, 
the;  e is  every  reason  to  believe,  lie  lias  a treaty  of- 
fensive and  defensive. 

“I  sent  for  Mr.  Bacri  and  informed  him  of  my  de- 
termination to  pay  the  money  and  dap  art.  from  Al- 
giers, and  should  depend  upon  him  for  it.  Blit 
that  if,  after  paying  the  mpner,  the  vessel  and 
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ricans  should  not  be  allowed  to  depart  from  Algiers 
(which  I had  reason  to  apprehend  from  the  Dev’s 
outrageous  and  extraordinary  conduct  might  hap- 
pen, notwithstanding  his  declaration)  the  bills 
wh  ich  I might  draw  would  not  be  paid  at  Gibraltar; 
for  that  1 must  depend  upon  the  sale  of  the  cargo 
of  this  vessel  to  meet  the  bills  as  far  as  it  would  go; 
and  thatl  gave  him  this  information,  that  he  might 
know  the  ground  on  which  he  stood.  He  replied 
that  he  should  have  full  faith  in  the  bills  on  that 
condition,  and  then  observed  that  the  sacrifice 
which  must  be  made  to  obtain  the  money  at  the 
moment,  could  not  be  less  than  2 5 per  cent.  After 
some  further  discussion  of  the  subject,  and  know- 
ing the  impossibility  of  obtaining*  the  money  from 
any  other  quarter,  (about  which!  had  made  enquiry 
for  two  days  past)  I agreed  to  give  him  the  advance, 
which  brought  the  amount  to  33,750  dollars  ; and 
in  the  evening  gave  him  a bill  at  30  days  sight,  on 
John  Gavino,  Esq.  consul  of  the  U.  States  at  Gib- 
raltar, in  favor  of  Moise  Levy  Valensen  of  Gibraltar, 
value  received  of  Jacob  Cain  Bacri  of  Algiers, 
on  account  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
pay  a balance,  claimed  by  the  Dey.  of  Algiers,  for 
annuities  from  the  U.  States,  the  Dey  having  refus- 
ed to  receive  the  naval  and  military  stores  sent  from 
the  United  States  agreeably  to  treaty  stipulation, 

to  pay  such  balance  as  might  be  due. i also 

stipulated  with'  Mr.  Bacri,  that  he  should  cause 
the  money  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  to-morrow 
morning,  so  as  not  to  give  ground  for  detaining  the 
vessel,  or  raising  any  new  difficulties  on  that  ac- 
count, which  lie  promised  to  do. 

“Igave  to  John  Norderling,  Esq.  his  Swedish  ma- 
jesty’s agent  general  at  Algiers,  a letter,  accepting 
his  friendly  offer  to  take  eare  of  my  property  left, 
in  Algiers,  and  also  requesting  his  kindness  to  be 
extended  to  any  American  citizens  who  might  ar- 
rive in  Algiers  after  my  departure,  or  be  unhappily 
brought  in  by  the  cruizers  of  the  regency. 

“The  following  is  an  extract  from  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Norderling : 

“ As  my  department  from  Algiers  is  compulsive, 
I leave  no  person  directly  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  America  in  this  regency.  ■'  But  should  any  of  bur 
citizens  arrive  here,  or  be  unhappily  brought  in, 
your  kindness  to  Lhem  shall  be  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged, and  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expences 
for  the  support  of  such  as  are  destitute  will  be  paid 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States.5 

“Through  the  day  of  Friday  and  in  the  evening, 
my  acquaintance  of  all  descriptions  called  upon  me 
and  rJi  i unfeigmed  sorrow  expressed  by  all  of  them 
of  every  denomination,  sufficiently  evinced  the  re- 
gard they  had  for  us.  And  the  undisguised  disap- 
probation and  disgust  expressed  by  ail  classes  at  the 
Bey’s  conduct,  must  I think,  end  in  some  disastrous 
event  for  him. 

“Very  early  on  Saturday  morning,  the  droger- 
man  came  to  my  house  and  informed  me  that  Jacob 
Bacri  had  paid  the  money  to  the  regency,  and  soon 
after  the  minister  of  the  marine  sent  for  me  to  gel  to 
the  marine,  where  lie  informed  me  it  was  the  Bey’s 
orders  that  myself  and  all  the.  other  Americans 
should  embark  immediately  and  depart  from  Al- 
giers. He  expressed  his  regret  at  what  liad  hap- 
pened, and  declared  that  it  was  against,  his  strong 
advice  and  wishes,  hoped  that  every  thing  might 
yet  be  accommodated,  kc.  I intimated  to  him  un- 
suspicious and  apprehensions,  that  orders  had  been 
given  to  capture  American  vessels,  fie  assured, me 
that  if  such  orders  hud  been  given  by  the  Dey  to  the 
commander  of  the  squadron*  lie  was  ignorant  cf  it 


and  that  he  thought  it  was  not  the  case.  How  far 
his  reply  is  to  be  relied  on  I am  not  able  to  say. 

“I  requested  the  minister  to  give  me  a cert  Jicate  of 
the  ship  Allegany  having  been  .sent  away  by  order  of 
the  Bey,  that  in  case  she  should  be  met  by  any  of  the 
cruizers  now  out,  they  might  not  molest  or  stop  her. 
This  he  declined,  saying  that  their  cruizers  were  all 
at  the  east  of  Algiers,  and  that  if  any  should  molest 
or  detain  the  vessel,  the  Dey  would  punish  the  com- 
mander most  severely'.  See.  This  did  not  satisfy  me, 
but  I could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  give  me  the  pass- 
port. 

“When  I parted  from  the  minister  I was  about  to 
return  to  my  own  house  to  accompany  my  wife  on 
board  the  vessel ; but  he  said  I must  not  return  there 
again,  but  must  go  on  board,  as  the  vessel  was  get- 
ting under  way,  and  that  the  drogerman  would  go 
up  to  conduct  my  family  down  and  on  board,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  vessel  go  tout  of  port 
about  7 o’clock  a.  m. 

The  persons  embarked  on  board  the  Allegany,  be- 
sides the  captain  and  crew  (consisting  of  17  persons) 
are  myself,  my  wife,  and  my  son,  who  arrived  from 
the  United  States,  via  Gibraltar,  on  the  15tli  inst. 
Mr.  J.  S-  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  been  in 
Algiers  these  two  years  past  with  some  coffee  for  sale, 
which  he  has  thought  proper  to  abandon,  and  says 
he  shall  seek  for  indemnification  from  the  U.  States. 
I advised  him  to  sell  it,  as  it  was  not  possible  for  the. 
ship  to  take  it  on  board,  as  she  was  entirely  filled- 
with  the  cargo  which  she  brought  out,  but  he  did 
hot  think  proper  to  comply  with  my  advice,  Mr. 
John  Vallet,  a naturalized  citizen  of  the  U.  States, 
whom  1 have  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  of 
May,  a copy  of  which  I now  have  the  honor  to  in- 
close as  tvell  as  that  of  the  30th  of  April,  and  a Mr. 
Pinto,  also  a naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States 
certificate  from  South  Carolina. 

“On  tlie  evening  of  our  leaving  Algiers,  we  spoke 
a British  letter  of  marque  bound  to  Malta,  and  as 
the  weather  did  not  admit  of -sending  a letter  on 
board,  I desired  the  captain  to  inform  the  American 
consul  at  that  place  I had  been  ordered  from  Algiers, 
and  as  there  was  no  doubt  but  the  Algerine  cruizers 
would  capture  any  American  vessels  they  might 
meet,  desired  that  he  would  give  notice  to  all  Ame- 
rican vessels  in  Malta,  and  extend  the  in  form  t ion  in 
every  direction  possible. 

“Yesterday  we  were  boarded  by  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s brig  Goshawk,  which  was  going  with  a con- 
voy to  Allicant  and  Majorca,  to  the  commander  of 
which  brig  I gave  letters  to  our  consuls  in  those 
places,  a copy  of  which  I have  the  honor  to  inclose, 
and  requested  the  said  commander  to  give  the  no- 
tice of  my  being  ordered  from  Algiers,  &c.  to  any 
American  vessels  he  might  meet  at  sea,  and  make 
the  same  known  wherever  he  might  go.  I shall  for- 
ward my  circular  to  any  places  to  which  we  may 
meet  vessels  going,  until  I reach  Gibraltar,  whence 
I shall  disperse  my  circulars  by  every  opportunity 
which  may  offer,  to  all  ports  of  this  sea,  as  well  as 
to  the  ports  in  the  Atlantic. 

“I  took  passports  for  the  ship  from  the  French  and 
Spanish  consuls  before  I left  Algiers.  The  English 
consul  did  not  furnish  any,  although  1 applied  to- 
him  for  that  purpose.  I did  not  ask  them  from  the 
Swede  or  the  Dane,  as  they  have  no  vessels  in  /this 
sea. 

“I  have  now  sir,  given  you  a faithful  and  a detailed 
account  of  this  extraordinary  and  unexpected  trans- 
action. While  I feel  conscious  that  no  exertion  was 
want  ng  on  my  pari,  and  no  means  in  my  power  left 
un attempted  to  make  an  accommodation,  when  the 
difficulties- were  first  brought  forward,  and  during 
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unexampled  proceed- j they  must  submit  to  the  will  of  the  latter  power.— 
y decision  Was  made  JSvveden  and  Denmark  are  in  arrears  for  tb ur  or* 

and  nothing1  but  a knowledge  that 
these  powers  have  no  commerce  in  this  sea,  oii- 
which  they  can  depredate,  prevents  their  making 
war  upon  them,  sin  the  mean  time,  the  consuls  of 
those  nations  pay  annually  a cor.:;, durable  sum  in  mo- 
ney for  their  forbearance,  while  the  a count  of  annul- 


the  whole  course  of  this 
iug;  and  that  ultimately  my 

on  the  ground  of  necessity,  to  prevent  a great  j five  annuiti 
er  evil  to  my  country ; I trust  that  the  President  and 
our  government  will  approve  of  my  conduct. 

“ The  law  past  on  the  first  of  May,  1810,  restrict- 
ing the  consuls  in  Barbary  to  the  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  annually,  to  be  employed  in  presents,.  . . . „ c,.  ...  , , 

&c.  without  the  special  permission  of  the  president  ticjs  is  accumulating.  Ad  t.ie  S.cuians  nave  been 
first  obtained,  prevented  my  making  those  attempts  released,  through  the  mterlerer.ee  of  the  English, 

in  a pecuniary  way,  for  opening  a door  to  accomoda-i  1 unis  , l!301  * :uu}.  ^ n,:v  (:ef;u'lu:v  ti>ora 

lion,  which  I should  otherwise  have  done : but  up*  Algiers,  lord  W illiam  I.tntick  was  uaily  at  that, 
on  a review  of  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending this  business,  I have  now  my  doubts  whe- 


place,  to  treat  for  the  Sicilians  in  slavery  mere.— * 
The  Portuguese  have  redeemed  all  their  subjects  in 
ther  aiw  Turn^wh ich  ""tile  * United*  Sutes^mfght  iiLvc  jsIilv^y  at  Algiers,  and  extended  their  truce*  witli 
thought  proper  to  bestow,  would  have  answered  D”e  regency  for  one  year, 
tile  purpose.  X thought  it  my  duty,  however,  to 
make  some  attempts  in  that  way,  upon  the  scale  to 


wher 


shall  proceed  m the  Allegany  to  Gibraltar, 
e I shall  dispose  of  her  cargo  which  has  been  re* 

which  I was  limitted : but  it  had  not  the  deshed  jf"sg,by  l!‘f  Bg  of  Algiers,  to  me*,  as  far  as 
eipcct  jit  will  go,  the  bill  before  mentioned,  and  tor  the 

“ The  character  of  the  present  Dev,  Badge  Alii,  iremuinder  shall  draw  upon  the  honorable  the  secre- 
Bashaw,  is  that  of  a severe,  obstinate,  and  cruel  I ^ry 'of  state.  At  the  same  tape,  I shall  send  to  Mr. 
man.  He  is  said  to  be  inflexible  in  his  resolutions,  [ Stmpsqn,  our  consul  at  rangier,  the  gun  barrels  in. 
and  will  bear  no  contradiction  or  reasoning-.  He  has  tended  for  the  emperor  ot  Morocco,  as  well  as  a co 
k.*pt  his- soldiers  in  more  subjection  during  his  reign 


than  they  have  been  accustomed  to  for  many  reigns 
before,  and  no  one  dares  approach  him,  but  those 
whose  duty  calls  them  into  his  presence,  or  who 
are  sent  for  by  him.  lie  has  not  granted  an  audi- 
ence to  any  consul  for  nearly  a year  past,  except  to 
a new  English  consul  who  arrived  in  April  last : and 


py  of  your  letter  respecting-  the  change  of  passports, 
with  a proportion  of  the  tops  and  one  of  the  new 
passports.  The  same  will  be  done  at  T unis  and  TrN* 
poli,  from  which  places  I have  heard  nothing  since 
I had  last  the  honor  of  writing  to  you.  I shall  also 
from  thence  dispense  information  of  what  happened, 
at  Algiers,  to  all  ports  of  this  sea,  a ; before  mention- 


won  Id  not  see  the  old  consul  before  his  departure.  I e<h  ar!d  shall  aod  to  tms  letter  (it  au  opportunity 

should  not  oner  of  forward  mg  it  before  my  arrival) 
such  occurrences  or  information  as  I may  meet  there. 


The  tales  told  of  his  personal  conduct  in  tire  palace 
bespeak  him  a man  deprived,  at  times,  of  his  rea- 
son. His  conduct  with  respect  to  our  affairs  is  al- 
most an  evidence  of  his  insanity;  and  I am  very 
much  mistaken  if  it  does  not  hasten  his  exit  from 
this  world,  but  while  he  reigns  he  is  most  absolute, 
and  X have  very  little  hope  of  his  refraining  from 
making  war  upon  the  United  States.  There  is  every 
reason  to  apprehend,  from  what  has  taken  place,  as 
before  detailed,  that  the  cruizers  had  orders  to  cap- 
ture American  vessels,  before  their  departure  from 
Algiers  on  the  14th  instant.  Ia  which  case  some 
vessels  will  undoubtedly  fall  into  their  hands  before 
the  notice  I have  given,  or  may  give,  can  reach  the 
parts  where  they  may  be,  and  prevent  then*  sailing. 
It  therefore  behoves  the  government  to  prepare  for 
such  an  event  and  determine  in  what  manner  they 
will  meet  it.  Should  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain- be  so  accommodated  as  to  admit  of  sending 
a naval  force  into  this  sea,  X am  sure  there  is  only 
one  Course  which  the  government  Will  pursue,  and 
what  has  now  taken  place  maybe  a happy  and  for- 
tunate event  for  the  United  States,  by  relieving 
them  from  a disgraceful  tribute,  and  an  imperious 
and  piratical  depredation  on  their  commerce.  Jf  our 
small  naval  'free  can  operate  freely  in  this  sea , Algiers 
ddl  be  humbled  to  the  dust. 

“ Spain  would  undoubtedly  be  ready  and  willing, 
as  far  as  she  might  be  able,  to  co-operate  with  any 
nation  against  Algiers  : for  the  enormous  demands 
made  upon  the  former  by  the  latter  not  .having  been 
complied  wfth,  the  Algerines  have  lately  taken 
vessels  and  property  from  the  Spaiards  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  have  upwards  of  fifty  of  the  subjects  of  that  na- 
tion in  slavery.  They  still  permit,  or  rather  compel 
the  consul  to  remain  at  Algiers,  and  have  not  de- 
clared war  against  Spain,  whose*  ally  seems  to  view 
these  depreciations  with  indifference.  The  French 
may  be  said  to  be  nearly  ir.  a state  of  open  hostility 
with  them  ; and  the  Algerines  know,  that  in  the 
event  ofa  peace  between  Groat  Britain  and  France, 

Ap.  vol.  m. 


“ On  the  13th  instant,  the  whole  naval  force  of 
Algiers  sailed  on  a cruize  to  the  eastward,  supposed 
to  be  destined  against  Tunis  or  to  make  a descent 
on  some  part  of  Sardinia,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
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20 
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Schooner, 

4 

40 

1 

Row  Galley 

, 

50 

6 Gun  boats,  sloop  rigged,  carrying  one  twenty- 
four  pounder,  and  one  eleven  inch  mortal*  each. 

The  heaviest  cannon  in  their  frigates  are  1.8 
pounders,  but  these  do  not  extend  through  the 
whole  battery,  having  some  12  pounders  among 
I them  ; the  other  guns  are  nine  and  #ix  pounders.— 

I The  corvettes  and  brigs  carry  twelve,  nine,  and  six 
pounders  : none  of  them  have  carronades. 

“ The  large  frigate  is  about  six  years  old,  and  the' 
best  of  the  squadron.  She  is  about  the  size-  of  ou£ 
36  gun  frigates.  Three  of  the  others  are  very  olcl 
ships,  hardly  sea-worthy,  about  the  size,  of  our  32f 
gun  frigates.  That  of  38  guns  is  a new  ship,  launch- 
ed at  Algiers  about  two  months  since,  and  is  about 
500  tons  burthen.  The  two  corvettes  of  24'gufls  are? 
Greek  prizes,  converted  into  cruizers,  about  40(3' 
tons  burthen  each.  The  corvette'  of  23  guns  is  an 
old  vessel  »f  about  350  tons.  The  two  brigs  are 
about  250,  and  the  xebec  200  tons.  Four  of  the 
frigates,  one  corvette,  and  the  two  brigs  are  cop* 
pered.  f T i ' 

“ The  Algerines  have  not  another  vessel  of  war 
besides  those  mentioned,  excepting  three  gun  boats, 
of  the  size  of  those  sent  out,  which  are  unfit  for  sen* 
vice.  All  their  small  open  gurr  boats*  for  tp!a  cbi** 
G 
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fence  of  the  bay  are  either  broken  up  or  entirely  un- 
fit for  service. 

The  squadron  before  mentioned  is  commanded  by 
their  famous  captain  Rais  Hammidn,  who  bears  the 
title  of  admiral.  He  is  a bold,  active,  enterprizing 
commander,  but  entirely  unacquainted  with  any  re- 
gular mode  of  fighting  ; he  has  not  the  advantage  of 
being  a Turk,  or  even  an  Algerine  by  birth,  and 
his  advancement  which  has  been  owing  entirely  to 
his  activity,  enterprise  and  singular  good  fortune  has 
excited  the  jealousy  and  hatred  of  the  other  com- 
manders, who  are  far  inferior  to  him  in  point  of 
talents  ; but  he  is  much  beloved  by  the  sailors  (if 
such  they  may  be  called  who  go  out  in  their  cruiz- 
ers.)  He  is  an  Arab  of  the  mountains,  of  one  of  the 
tribes  of  Carbiles  ; he  came  to  Algiers  when  a boy, 
to  seek  a livelihood,  as  is  the  custom  of  those  people, 
arid  going  out  in  one  of  the  cruizers,  became  attach- 
ed to  that  mode  of  life,  and  has  risen  to  his  present 
rank.  He  is  about  forty  t ears  old. 

“The  crews  of  their  cruizers  consist  principally 
of  the  lowest  and  most  miserable  order  of  people 
in  Algiers/known  by  the  n:  me  of  Biscaries  and  Car- 
biles,  from  the  tribes  to  which  they  belong.  They 
are  either  taken  from  the  streets  at  the  moment 
when  a cruizer  is  about  to  sail,  or  if  a previous 
cruize  has  been  fortunate  they  g-o  on  board  volunta- 
rily in  great  numbers,  hoping  to  obtain  plunder  or 
prize  money.  As  the  last  cruize  of  their  corsairs 
Was  esteemed  fortunate  by  the  capture  ©f  a number 
of  Greek  vessels  loaded  with  wheat,  and  each  man 
shared  about  $ 50,  the  vessels  have,  been  crowded 
with  volunteers  on  the  present  cruize.  Besides  these 
there  are  a tew  who  may  be  called  good  seamen  for 
Algerines  ; and  about  ten  or  twelve  Turkish  soldiers 
to  every  hundred  men  on  board  the  vessel. 

“ They  know  nothing  of  regular  combat  at  sea, 
and  if  kept  from  boarding  distances,  they  could  not 
withstand  one  half  their  own  force  on  board  another 
vessel,  which  should  be  tolerably  well  managed  in 
the  usual  mode  of  sea-fighting.  It  is  on  boarding 
that  they  depend  entirely  to  overcome  an  equal  or 
any  force  that  will  contend  with  them.  These  at- 
tempts they  sometimes  make  with  a desperation 
bordering  on  madness  ; but  if  foiled  in  that  they 
have  no  other  resource. 

“ After  this  account  of  the  Algerine  cruizers  and 
their  crews,  which  is  faithful  and  correct,  I am  sure 
that  our  brave  officers  and  seamen  would  rejoice  to 
meet  them  with  only  half  their  force,  if  cir- 
cumstances should  make  a recurrence  to  arms  ne- 
cessary on  our  part,  and  our  ships  come  freely  into 
this  sea. 

“ Enclosed  is  the  account  of  the  settlement  of  the 
cargo  of  the  brig  Paul  Hamilton,  made  at  the  palace 
on  the  22nd  instant,  and  although  the  prices  allow- 
ed for  the  cordage  and  cables  are  at  a great  loss  to 
the  United  States,  yet  those  given  for  the  plank  and 
turpentine,  &c.  make  the  settlement  upon  the  whole 
as  good,  as  usual,  .and  had  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Alle- 
gany been  received  &t  the  same  rate,  it  would  have 
paid  the  balance  up  to  September  next,  which  com- 
pletes the  17th  year  of  our  treaty,  according  to  our 
computation  of  time.  The  account  of  annuities  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Algiers,  as  per  treaty, 
stands  simply  thus  :• 

. Dr.  The  U.  S.  to  the  Dey  find  Regency  of  Algiers , 
T'o  17  annuities,  ending  September  5th, 

1812,  at  $ 21,600  per  year,  $ 367,200 

Supra  Cr. 

•4By  H 1-2  anuities  paid  as  per  receipts,  at 

$ 21,600  per  year,  313,2000 


By  a tiscary  given  at  the  last  settlement 
for  a balance  in  favor  of  the  U.  States, 

14,4S0  old  sequins,  26,064, 

By  the  amount  of  stores  brought  by  the 
brig  Paul  Hamilton,  as  per  settlement 
July  22nd,  1812,  12,095 

$ 351,363 

Balance  due  to  the  regency  of  Algiers  on 
the  5th  September,  1812,  12,837 

$ 367,200 


“The  regency  of  Algiers  counting  the  time  by 
the  Mahomedan  computation  of  354  days  to  the 
year,  make  17  1-2  years,  which  is  an  addition  of 
half  a year,  or  $ 10,800  to  the  above  balance,  which, 
makes  their  balance  $ 26,637  to  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber 1812,  for  which  the  Dev  demands  $27,000,  in 
round  numbers.’* 


British  view  of  the  war. 

FROM  THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEW,  FOR  NOVEMBER,  1812. 
Review'  of  “ American  state  papers  : containing  the 

correspondence  between  Jllessrs.  Smith , Pinkney, 

JWarquis  Wellesley , &c.” 

So  little  is  to  be  gained  and  so  much  tG  be  lost  by 
an  American  war,  that  though  our  preposterous  po- 
licy has  at  last  brought  the  disputes  between  the  two 
nations  to  this  issue,  no  class  of  politicians  seems 
wholly  satisfied  with  the  result.  Strictly  speaking, 
indeed,  we  have  no  real  quarrel  with  America  ; our 
contest  with  that  power  arising  incidentally  out  of 
our  main  quarrel  in  Europe.  America  invades  us  in 
■no  substantial  interest — she  crosses  us  not  in  any  la- 
vorite  walk  of  policy — she  aims  no  blows  at  our  pros- 
perity or  independence  ; and,  being  excluded  from 
all  the  common  scenes  of  European  ambition,  her 
case  afforded,  to  all  appearance,  no  great  scope  to 
the  common  jealousies  of  politicians.  After  a twen- 
ty years’  war  with  France,  however,  we  are  now 
fairly  involved  in  an  additional  war  with  this  appa- 
rently harmless  power — having  for  this  purpose  sa- 
crificed all  those  ancient  connexions  of  trade  which 
gave  the  two  countries  so  great  an  interest  in  the 
maintenance  of  peace.  The  exports  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  America  amounted  annually  to  ten  millions. 
All  this  vast  trade,  and  the  animating  scenes  of  in- 
dustry and  business  which  it  produced,  the  war  lays 
waste  at  one  blow.  But  it  is  not  merely  as  a case  of 
profit  and  loss,  though  in  this  view  it  is  sufficiently 
important,  that  the  subject  ought  to  be  contemplat- 
ed. The  trade  between  Britain  and  America,  inde- 
pendent of  its  profits  to  individuals,  accomplished 
objects  which  must  ever  be  dear  to  the  friends  of 
human  improvement.  Our  readers  are  no  doubt 
aware  that  America,  like  all  other  rising  communi- 
ties, having  her  whole  spare  capital  embarked  in 
agriculture,  must  necessarily  depend  on  other  coun- 
tries for  a supply  of  manufactures,  in  exchange  for 
which  they  receive  an  equivalent  in  rude  produce. 
Such  was  the  nature  of  the  trade  carried  on  with 
this  country  ; by  means  of  which  America,  assisted 
by  the  wealth  and  industry  of  Britain,  was  left  free 
to  pursue  the  great  work  of  domestic  improvement, 
while  Britain  found,  in  the  demands  of  America,  am- 
ple employment  for  her  overflowing  capital  and  her 
numerous  artizans.  The  trade  thus  diff  used,  indus- 
try, plenty,  and  smilling  looks  through  this  once 
prosperous  and  happy  land  ; while  it  gave  energy  to 
the  wide-spreading  agriculture  of  the  new  world, 
and  extended  cultivation  over  its  lonely  wastes. 

From  a picture  so  delightful  to  contemplate,  we 
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tuniuffth  no-pleasing  emotions  to  the  .policy  by  which  ,ty  has  been  deeply  felt  in  the  misery  which  it  bus. 
ithas  been  defaced.  The  correspondence  before  us  (prod need  in  Frame — have  \vi:  ourselves  not  partici- 
relates  to  the  orders  in  coumil,  and  toother  unfriend-  j pated  largely  in  the  general  distress?  It  is  of  little 


ly  acts  committed  against  die  American  trade 
though  we  have  no  intention  of  reviving:  thes 


and  moment  what  privilc 


hate- 
ful controversies — though  we' would  willingly  for- 
get this  everlasting  stain  or.  the  character  and  policy  \ maritime 
of  our  country — }et  there  is  one  view  of  the  case  j no  nation 


[ confine 
it  is  p 


es  wc  may  be  entitled  to,  ac-^ 
to  the  theory  of  the  law  of  nations;  since 
in,  that  if  we  push  our  abstract  notions  of 
right  to  their  extreme  consequences, 
will  agree  in  the  resui ■ — universal  War 


suggested  by  these  papers  which  v.  e cannot  avoid  j and  misery  wdl  be  the  consequence— -and  every  stale 
laying  before  our  readers. . It  is  instructive  to  look!  will  sufier  exactly  in  proportion  to  its  interest  in 
back  to  what  has  happened,  that  vre  may  draw  les-j  peace  and  good  order.  In  such  a struggle,  it  is  just 
sons,  for  the  future,  from  the  dear-bought  experi-'  as  likely  that  we  should  be  the  first  to  cry  for  quar- 


ence  of  the  past. 


j ter  as  our  enemies  ; and  in  point  of  Let  the  first 


It  was  long  the  anxious  business  of  the  American  j concession  has  come  from  this  country.  We  were 
minister,  as  appears  from  the  documents  before  us,  unable  any  longer  to  bear  the  interruption  of  trade 
to  procure  by  persuasion  an  abandonment  of  the  | occasioned  by  the  orders  in  council — and,  therefore, 
measures  hostile  to  the  American  trade.  He  urged  these  measures  were  repealed. 

his  case  on  views  of  justice  and  of  general  policy — ! It  is  clear,  therefore  that  some  limits  must 
he  calmly  combated  the  pretexts  by  which  he  was  [either  be  fixed  to  the  persecution  of  our  enemy’s 
met — he  boldly  and  pointedly  asserted,  that  the; trade,  or  we  must  come  in  for  a large  share  of  the 
claims  of  this  country  must,  sooner  or  later,  be  miseries  resulting  from  our  hostility.  However 
abandoned;  and  he  added,  what  ought  never  to  be  high  we  may  hold  our  abstract  rights,  they  must 
forgotten,  that  they  were  unjust — and  that  time,  always,  when  reduced  to  practice,  admit  of  somfe 
therefore,  could  do  nothing  for  them.  His  repre- 1 temperament,  and  amicable  con. promise  with  the 
sentations  were  inct  by  declarations  of  “what  his  ma-  j rights  of  others.  During  the  whole  of  the  last  war 


jesty  owed  to  the  honor,  dignity  and  essential  rights 
of  his  mown,”  and  by  all  the  other  sounding  common 
places  usual  on  such  occasions.  These  sentiments 
were  afterwards  explained  at  greater  length,  and 
promulgated  to  the  world  in  the  deliberate  record  of 
a state  paper.  But  in  spile  of  the  honor  of  majesty 
thus  pledged  to  these  obnoxious  measures,  they  were 
repealed.  A laborious  investigation  into  their  merits 
ended  in  their  unqualified  reprobation  and  abandon- 
ment— their  authors  were  unable  to  look  in  the  face 
the  scenes  of  beggary,  disorder  and  wretchedness, 
which  their  policy  had  brought  on  the  country ; they 
were  borne  down  by  the  cries  of  suffering  millions — 
and  they  yielded  at  length  to  necessity  wliat  they 
had  formerly  refused  to  justice.  This  was  clearly, 
therefore,  an-act  of  unwilling-  submission.  It  bore 
not  the  stamp  of  conciliation  ; and  the  only  inference, 
to  be  drawn  from  it  was, that  the  plotters  of  mischief, 
being  fairly  caught  in  their  own  snare,  were  glad 
to  escape,  on  any  terms,  from  the  effects  of  their  ill- 
considered  measures.  How  forcibly  does  this  trans- 


accordingly,  such  a compromise  existed;  and  the 
dreadful  crisis  which  has  befalion  the  present  times 
was  thus  happily  avoided.  The  policy  then  pursu- 
ed, though  not  perhaps,  strictly  consonant  to  theory, 
was  safe  in  practice  Its  effect  was  to -permit,  un- 
der certain  restrictions,  neutral  states  to  carry  ca 
the  colonial  and  coasting  trade  of  the  enemy.  But 
it  laid  the  intercourse  under  some  disadvantages.-^ 
It  threw  considerable  inconvenience  m the  way  of 
the  French  merchant,  and  increased  to  him  the  price 
of  all  his  imported  produce.  And  to  this  extent, 
and  np  farther,  is  it  possible  to  carry  the  damage  of 
a naval  war.  In  this  privilege  of  laying  the  enemy’s 
trade  under  some  little  increase  of  charge,  consists 
the  full  value  of  what  has  been  so  vehemently  ad- 
mired in  this  country  under  the  specious  appella- 
tion of  maritime  rights.  Naval  warfare  cannot  be 
pursued  to  the  utter  ex  tinction  of  trade.  It  cannot 
prevent  mankind  from  a mutual  exchange  of  their 
surplus  produce — as  this  would  be  equivalent  to 
an  interdict  on  the  productive  powers  of  nature 


action  teach  the  necessity  of  a prudent  and  moderate  and  whenever  it  is  pushed  to  such  an  excess,  it  must 


conduct ! How  strikingly  docs  it  mark  the  contrast 
between  insolence,  which  delights  in  abusing  power, 
and  true  dignity,  which,  being  founded  on  a reve- 
rence for  justice,  can  never  be.  humbled  ! 

The  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  has  consider- 
ably narrowed  the  controversy  between  the  two 
countr.es;  and  were  it  not  for  the  rankling  of  past 
injuries,  the  few  remaining  points  of  difference 
might,  we  should  imagine,  be  very  speedily  adjusted. 
The  Americans  still  complain  of  the  undue  exten- 
sion we  have  given  to  the  privileges  of  blockade — 
and  of  the  impressment  of  their  seamen  under  the 
character  of  British  deserters. 

On  both  those  points  the  rulers  of  the  two  coun- 
tries are  agreed,  as  far  as  the  principle  is  concerned. 


reduce  all  who  are  engaged  in  it  to  one  common 
level  of  distress  and  ruin.  We  would  humbly  re- 
commend, therefore,  a return  to  those  established 
maxims  of  maritime  law,  under  which  the  industry 
of  unoffending  states  reposed  in  security,  while 
this  country  presented  a picture  of  comparative 
comfort  and*  peace.  The  laborer  was  then  peaceable 
and  happy — lie  was  enabled  to  provide,  by  his  in- 
dustry, for  himself  and  bis  helpless  offspring — he 
was  not  driven  by  want  to  acts  of  riot  and  despera- 
tion. These  are  the.  evils  which  it  is  so  .desirable  to 
prevent  ; and  it  cannot  be.  denied,  that  they  lie  deep 
in  the  policy  of  the  country. 

The  impressment  of  American  seamen  into  the 
British  service,  which  has  naturally  arisen  from  the 


America  insists  that  no  place  shall  he  held  biockad-  resemblance  of  the  two  nations  in  language  and 
ed,  unless  it  is  so  surrounded  as  to  make  it  dange-  manners,  has  given  rise,  we  tear,  to  much  deep  root- 
rous  to  enter,  and  we  do  not  object  to  this  definition  |ed  animosity.  On  this  subject,  however,  both  par- 
ol blockade.  On  the  other  question  still  at  issue,  it 
may  be  shortly  observed,  that,  as  we  have  gone  to 
war  With  America  in  defence  of  the  supposed  privi- 
leges of  naval  war,  we  would  do  well  to  ascertain  to 
wliat  extent  those  privileges  can  be  safely  pushed. 

Will  the  warmest  advocates  of  maritime  supremacy 
now  assert  that  we  have  not  suffered  equally  with 
our  enemies  in  the  contest  of  mischief  which  has 


been  stirred  up  between  us  in  Europe  ? Admit  tha 
We  have  ruined  our  enemies  trade — that  our  hostili 


ties  profess  a complete  union  of  principle  ; but  the 
difficulty  consists  in  finding1  some  practicable  ar- 
rangement for  preserving  to  each  its  respective 
rights.  Hitherto  British  ships  of  war  have  been  in 
the  practice  of  searching  American  merchantmen, 
and  taking  out,  in  a summary  manner,  such  of  the:r 
crew  as  they  judged  to  be  British.  Certificates  of 
American  citizenship,  or  other  evidences  might  be 
offered — on  which  it  vested  with  the  British  officer 
to  decide  i so  that  every  American  seaman  might 
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be  said  to  hold  his  liberty,  and  ultimately,  his  lif", 
at  the  discretion  of'  a foreign"  commander.  In  ma- 
ny cases,  accordingly,  native  born  Americans  were 
dragged  on  board  British  ships  of  war — they  were 
dispersed  in  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  globe — 
and  not  only  exposed  to  the  perils  of  service,  but 
shut  out,  by  their  situation,  from  all  hope  of  ever 
being  reclaimed,  The  right  which  we  undoubtedly 
possess  of  reclaiming  runaway  seamen,  was  exer- 
cised, in  short,  without  either  moderation  or  jus- 
tice ; and  though  the  government  was  no  pip  i vm 
the  first  instance  to  these  proceedings,  yet  there  is 
no  doubt  that  these  outrages  might,  with  some  little 
activity,  have  been  prevented.  The  natural  conse- 
quence of  injury  is  resentment;  and  we  are  not, 
therefore,  to  wonder  if  the  Americans  came  a lit- 
tle heated  to  the  discussion  of  these  long  contested 
claims.  But  we  have  great  faith  in  the  efficacy  of 
conciliation  for  the  termination  of  strife,1  whether  fo- 
reign or  domestic,  It  is  seldom,  we  imagine,  that 
those  who  seek  peace,  as  Mr.  Burke  expresses  it,  in 
- the  spirit  of  peace,  ever  filially  jnlss  their  object. — 
Without  yielding  the  claim  of  right,  therefore,might 
we  hot,  in  consideration  of  wliat  America  has  suffer- 
ed by  its  practical  assertion,  allow  her  to  propose 
some  other  expedient  equally  effectual  and  less  of- 
fensive? .If  it  be  ultimately  fouffid  that  no  such  ex- 
pedient can  be  suggested,  then  we  might  claim  the 
right.of  search  with  a better  grace,  and  were  we  to 
guard  against  it$' abuse  with  due  caution,  it  might 
possibly  be  re-established  without  any  offence  to 
neutral  powers.  The  mere  discretion  of  naval  officers 
ought,  certainly  to  be  relied  on  as  little  as  possible  j 
/or,  sorely  as  they  are  frequently  beset  for  want  or 
-inen,‘  they  must  clearly  Lave  a strong  bias  against 
*'  the  rights  ot  American  citizens.  Some  strict  provi- 
sion ought,  therefore  to  be  made  for  landing,  within 
a given  time,  those  who  are  detained  under  so  sus- 
picious a judgment,  that  their  case  may  be  calmly 
Reviewed;  and  while  ample  and  speedy  redress  ought 
to  be  made  to  the' injured  parties,  every  act  of  out- 
rage or  palpable  injustice,  ought  to  be  visited  with 
' exemplary  damages.  It  is  not  only  necessary,  we 
should  recollect,  to  possess  rights;  but  those  rights 
must  be  exercised  without  offence—  or  they  must  be 
resisted.  It  is  tile  business- of  this  country,  there- 
fore, to  seek  an  amicable  discussion  of  contested 
privileges,  to  listen'  to  objections — and,  finally,  to 
modify  and  compromise,  that  the  'contended  for 
play  be  made  practicable  ; otherwise  it  is  good  for 
pothing. 

.After  all,  however,  the  value  of  the  object  in  dis- 
•pute  is  the  tiling  as  to  which  we  candidly  confers 
that  We  have  the  greatest  doubts.  The  question  m, 
what  is  the  Actual  amount  of  the  damage  sustained* — 
What  is  the  number  of  seamen  who- take  refuge  from 


the  naval  conscription  o-f  Britain  in  the  se-vice  of 
America  ? 'Would '-the  number  of  men  likely  lobe 
annually  lost  to  the  country,  under  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  would  satisfy  the  Americans,  and  under  the 
jnpst  rigorous  exercise  of  our  rights,  differ  in  such  a 
degree  as  to  have  any  perceptible  influence  on  our 
naval  operations  ? These  are  questions  of  great  im- 
portance ; as  it  is  highly  necessary  to  know  how  far 
the  object  at  issue  bears  any  proportion  to  the  risks 
and  losses  of  the  contest  ; for  if  it  be  of  little  value, 
then  we  are  quarrelling  for  an  abstract  principle,  a 
mere  theory  in  the  law  of  nations,  which  is  no  wav 
binding  on  our  policy.  We  had  occasion,  in  a for- 
mer number,  to  remark,  while  discussing  the  same 
subject,  that,  as  a nation  which  raises  a surplus,  of 
(Subsistence  for  exportation  always  ensures  a supply 
for  its  own  consumption,  so  there  is  every  reason  to 
thjnlA  that  by  training  a surplus  number  erf  seamen 
hr  She  use  ot"  Others*  we  shall  have  always  more 


abundance  for  our  own  service.  The  v arhime  trade 
of  the  country  is  the  great  fund  for  ri  cruiting  our 
.navy,  and  there  is  surely  no  great  reason  for  jea- 
lousy or  apprehension,  because  the  supply  overflows 
into  the  service  of  other  countries.  Even  view  of 
the  case,  then,  seems  strongly  to  prescribe  the  poli- 
cy of  caution  arid  forbearance  in  the  p. ; edition  of 
this  claim  ; and  in  any  negotiation  to  which-  it  may 
give  rise,  it  never  ought  to  be  forgotten  that  the 
trade,  winch  this  quarrel  has  already  interrupted 
gives  bread  to  thousands  of  industrious  mechanics 
in  this  country ; while,  in  America,  it  cioihes  the 
desert  with  cultivation,  and  extends  the  boundaries 
of  rational  nature . 

We  touch  but  lightly  at  present  on  these  topics, 
both  because  we  still  entertain  a hope  that  matters 
maybe  accommodated  in  such  a way  as  to  render  it 
unnecessary  to  go  more  deeply  into  the  subject — 
and  because  we  miust  return  to  them  in  another  tone 
and  another  temper,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  means 
of  accommodation  have  been  ignorantly  neglected  or 
madly  refused.  It  is  impossible  to  leave  the  subject, 
however,  without  again  calling  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  unexampled  and  unnatural  felly  of  this 
war  between  men  of  the  same  kindred  and  tongue*— 
the  oniv  two  free  nations  that  are  new  left  in  the 
world— -and  the  only  two  that  have  a constant,  an 
equal,  and  an  evident  interest  to  keep  well  with  each 
other.  On  our  part  especially,  it  is  obvious  that  we 
have  absolutely  nothing  whatever  to  gain,  and  al- 
most every  thing  to  lose,  in  this  deplorable  conflict. 
Since  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council,  there, 
is  really  no  principle  at  issue  between  the  two  coun- 
ties. The  limits  of  the  right  of  blockade  are  fixed 
by  the  law  of  nations  upon  grounds  that  admit  of  no 
serious  dispute  ; and  stand  declared  by  our  own 
living  judges  in  terms  with  which  America  professes 
to  be  completely  satisfied.  With  regard  to  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen,  again,  America  does  not  deny 
that  we  have  a right  to  reclaim  such  men  as  we  can 
prove  to  be  British  subjects,  and  owing  allegiance  to 
our  crown  ; and  we  do  not  pretend  to  have  any  right 
to  impress  any  who  are  really  and  truly  citizens  of 
America.  The  whole  quarrel  is  about  the  proper  means 
of  asserting  these  rights — of  the  substantial  value  of 
which,  we.  have  already  said  a little— as  to  the  practi- 
cal exercise  of  which,  we  take  it  to  be  utterly  impossi- 
ble that  two  nations,  like  England  and  America,  can 
ever  cordially  agree.  The  truth  is,  that  there'  are 
very  many  such;  cases  ; and  that  neutrals  and  belli- 
gerents do  but  very  seldom  agree  as  to  the  regula- 
tions by  which  the  rights  of  wav  and  of  neutrality 
are  to  * be  respectively  secured.  The  matter  is  al- 
ways practically  adjusted  by  a sort  of  compromise, 
under  which  both  parties  consent  to  pass  from  a part 
of  what  they  maintain  to  be  their  legal  right , and 
things  go, on  with  a little  grumbling,  till  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  takes  away  all  occasion  of  discus- 
sion. 

We  are  now  at  war,  however,  for  the  assertion  of 
our  own  way  of  exercising  those  rights  ; and  have 
begun  accordingly  by  destroying  the  very  thing  for 
the  beneficial  possession  of  which  We  profess  to  be 
'contending.  What  wc  claim,  is  a right  to  treat  neu* 
truls  in  a certain  wav — to  derive  what  they  consider 
as  an  excessive  advantage  from  their  neutraliti — and 
to  impose  wliat  they  call  an  unreasonable  restraint 
on  their  intercourse  with  the  enemy — and,  in  pursuit 
of  this  object,  we  put  an  end  to  the  very  name  of 
neutrality.  We  convert  all  neutix  l,.  into  open  ene- 
mies ; and  drive  them  into  the  cordial  alliance  of  that 
hostile  power  with  whom  we  Would  not  allow  (Item 
a very  limited  communication  ! Such  is  the  object 
and  pretext  of  the  war-^-and  such  its  immediate  and 
necessary  effect, 
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Oilier  object  or  pretext  it  can  have  none.  Ame- 
rica lias  no  possessions  that  we  can  take  from  her — 
none,  we  believe,  that  we  have  even  a desire  to  ob- 
tain. We  have  no  hope,  therefore,  of  acquiring  any 
thing  whatsoever  by  persisting  in  this  contest  ; and 
we  are  at  w ar  for  the  naked  and  barren  power  of  as- 
serting our  belligerent  rights  m our  own  way  ; or, 
to  speak  more  properly,  we  have  turned  the  last 
neutral  into  an  enemy,  rather  than  submit  to  an  ami- 
cable discussion  upon  the  least  oppressive  way  of  ex- 
ercising a riglit,  the  existence  of  which  is  not  so 
much  as  disputed.  Such  is  the  utmost  amount  of 
our  possible  gains — our  losses,  certain  and  probable, 
do  not  admit,  we  fear,  of  so  short  an  enumeration. 
We  shall  speak  on:  v of  the  former. 

In  the  Jivst  pin.  e,  ikon,  we  lose  our  whole  trade 
with  America — almost  the  only  fur.;-.,  trade  that 
was  left  to  us — and  at  ail  times  vvordi  i..  finitely  more 
than  all  the  rest  put  together.  Af  er  what  we  s..ld 
in  our  ia,t  number  on  mis  subject — and  while  the 
Universal  and  agonizing  distiv ....  into  which  the  coun- 
try has  relapsed,  speaks  in  accents  too  piercing  to 
be  borne,  in  every  quarter  of  the  land,  we  forbear 
to  add  one  word  upon  a theme  so  copious  and  so 
conclusive.  In  the  second  place,  wc  lose  all  the  men 
and  thq  money  that  must  be  sacriliced  to  the  carry- 
ing on  of  this  war — at  a moment  when  out*  finances 
are  confessedly  almost  inadequate  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  other  wars  in  which  we  are  engaged — 
and  when  the  success  of  those  great  and  glorious  ex- 
ertions appears  to  be  almost  desperate,  from  the 
mere  circumstance  of  the  impossibility  of  finding 
men  to  supply  the  place  of  those  who  perish.  In 
the  third  place,  we  take  it  to  be  one  ox  the  certain 
consequences  of  the  continuance  of  this  war,  that 
Tfe  shall  either  lose  Canada  for  ever,  to  the  great 
disgrace  and  mortification  of  the  country — or  be 
obliged  to  abandon  the  Peninsula,  and  carry  on  a still 
more  sanguinary  and  expensive  war  for  its  preserva- 
tion. In  the  fourth  place,  our  West  India  colonies 
will  be  starved;  and  their  trade,  which  so  many 
other  Causes  have  concurred  to  depress,  almost  en- 
tirely ruined  by  the  swarms  of  privateers  which  will 
issue  from  every  point  of  the  adjoining  continent ; 
While  our  own  supplies  of  grain,  in  the  event  of  a 
deficiency  at  home,  and  of  naval  stores,  in  the  event 
of  disasters  in  the  north,  will  be  almost  entirely  cut 
off.  Finally,  we  shall  excite  not  only  a spirit  of 
footed  hostility  among  a people  obviously  destined 
to  outnumber  any  European  nation— but  we  shall 
train  them  before  their  day  to  the  cultivation  of  then- 
home  manufactures,  and  lose  for  ever  trial  trade 
which  it  is  our  most  obvious  interest  to  retain. 

But  it  may  be  said  we  did  not  make  the  war.  The 
defiance  was  given,  and  the  blow  struck  by  Ameri- 
ca ; and  now  we  are  under  the  absolute  necessity  of 
fighting,  or  giving  up  the  honor  and  the  substantial 
interests  of  the  nation.  We  cannot  bring  ourselves 
to  admit  this  : but  if  the  fact  were  made  out,  wc 
should  concur  most  heartily  in  the  conclusion.  A 
nation  like  England  should  submit  to  any  thing  ra- 
ther than  to  the  slightest  impeachment  of  her  honor. 
It  is  net  only  her  pride  and  her  enjoyment — but  her 
actual  strength  and  security,  and  die  vital  spring  of 
all  her  prosperity,  if  our  honoris  really  committed 
jn  this  contest — and  if  America  will  listen  to  no 
terms  of  pacification  which  it  is  fitting  for  us  to  con- 
cede— then  the  contest  must  go  on  ; and  every  thing 
else  must  be  sacrificed  tci  maintain  it  with  spirit  and 
effect.  But  if  matters  are  come  at  last  to' this  de- 
plorable extremity — if  it  be  true  that  we  are  now  un- ’ 
der  the  necessity  of  yielding  up  the  national  honor, 
or  of  persist  ing  in  such  a war  as  we  have  described, 
it  cannot,  at  lefts t,  lie  denied,  that  it  is  a crisis  which 
has  been  very  recently  produced ; and  that  it  has 
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been  produced  by  men,  and  by  measures  -that  are 
sufficiently  notorious.  There  is  not  a man  in  the 
kingdom  who  can  doubt,  that  if  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil bad  been  rescinded  six  months  sooner,  the  war 
might  have  been  entirely  avoided,  and  all  other 
points  of  difference  between  the  countries  adjusted 
upon  an  amicable  footing.  Nor  is  there  an  indivi- 
dual who  has  attended  at  all  to  the  progress  of  the 
dispute,  who  does  not  see  that  it.  was  embittered 
from  the  first,  and  wantonly  urged  to  its  present  fatal 
issue,  by  the  insolent,  petulent,  and  preposterous 
tone  of  those  very  individuals  who  insisted  upon 
that  miserable  experiment — and  plunged  their  own 
country  in  wretchedness,  only  to  bring  down  upon 
it  the  reluctant  hostility  of  its  best  customers  and 
allies.  If  those  mischievous  and  despicable  councils 
were  once  cordially  renounced — if  this  .paltry  and 
irritating  tone  were  forever  interdicted  at  our  public 
offices — if  the  negoci  it  ion  were  committed  to  a man 
acceptable  to  the  Americans,  and  free  from  the  sus- 
picion of  insincerity  which  the  character  of  our  late 
diplomatic  communications  with  her  have  so  natu- 
rally excited  ; we  are  fully  persuaded  that  a speedy 
and  an  honorable  termination  might  yet  be  put  to 
this  unnatural  contest,  which,  if  it  be  purely  ruin- 
ous and  disreputable  to  us,  promises  also  to  be  so 
much  more  detrimental  than  beneficial  to  our  oppo- 
nent- 

At  present,  however,  we  confess  that  we  look  in 
vain  for  the  indications  of  such  a salutary  change  of 
policy— and  are  even  disposed  to  fear  that  the  same 
spirit  of  animosity  and  unconciliating  contempt, 
which  has  evidently  pervaded  the  whole  proceedings 
of  the  government,  still  prevails  to  a considerable 
extent  among  the  body  of  our  people.  The  pres- 
sure of  present  distress  is  too  heavy  indeed  to  al- 
low the  war  itself  to  be  popular — but  we  suspect, 
that  the  temper  and  disposition  which  have  provok- 
ed it  are  still  pretty  general — and  such  are  the  arts 
by  which  courtly  prejudices  have  been  fomented, 
and  ancient  grudges  kept  alhve,  that  no  small  part 
of  the  nation  look  with  feelings  of  peculiar  hostility 
towards  the  people  which  they  bear  the  nearest  re- 
semblance ; and"  willingly  abet  their  rulers  in  treat- 
ing the  Americans  with  less  respect  and  less  cor- 
diality than  any  other  foreign  nation.  If  tins  pro- 
ceeds from  considering  them  as  weaker  than  anv 
other  nation,  we  cannot  say  it  is  very  magnanimous 
— it  from  regarding  them  as  our  own  rebellious  oft* 
spring,  it  is  neither  very  generous  or  very  wise.— 
They  asserted  their  independence  upon  principles 
which  they  derived  from  us,  and  upon  which  we 
still  make  it  our  boast  and  glory  to  act.  Their  re- 
volt was  the  real  evidence  of  their  consanguinity — 
their  rebellion  against  us  the  surest  proof  of  their 
genuine  descent : and  while  all  rational  men  are 
now  satisfied, that  their  independence  is  much  mere 
advantageous  to  us  than  any  form  of  their  submission 
could  have  been,  surely  there  is  nothing  in  their 
having  established  a free  government,  that  ought* to 
give  rise  to  any  feelings  of  repugnance  or  hostility 
in  us.  They  are  descended  from  our  loins — they 
speak  our  language — they  have  adopted  our  laws— 
they  retain  our  usages  and  manners — they  read  our 
books — they  have  copied  our  freedom — they  rival 
our  courage  ; And  yet  they  are  less  popular  and  less 
esteemed  among  us  than  the  base  and  bigoted 
Portuguese,  or  the  ferocious  and  ignorant  Russians. 

From  what  does  this  arise — or  on  what  pretext  is 
it  justified  ? We  can  hear  but  one  answer  to  this  : 
and  it  is  really  so  weak  and  so  absurd  an  am\  er,  that 
if  it  had  not  met  us  in  so  many  quarters,  we  should 
not  have  believed  that  it  could  ever  have  been  se- 
riously given.  Their  manners,  it  seems,  are  not 
agreeabi c i ety  with  them  is  not  on  a good  foot- 
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ing-*-and  upon  the  whole,  they  are  far  from  being-  so 
polite  and  well  bred  as  might  be  desired.  Mow  we 
should  really  be  inclined  to  doubt  whether  it  would 
be  a justifiable  cause  for  seriously  quarrelling,  even 
with  a next  door  neighbor,  that  he  had  a bad  taste 
in  anecdotes,  and  did  not  thoroughly  understand  the 
arrangement  of  evening  parties  : But  to  insist  upon 
going  to  war — with  a whole  nation—- at  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic — because  it  has  been  reported 
that  their  rich  people  are  not  very  elegant,  that  their 
dinners  are  vulgar,  and  their  routes  dull — does  ap- 
pear to  us  to  be  somewhat  extravagant  and  unrea- 
sonable. It  is  impossible,  however,  not  to  remark, 
that  those  who  hate  the  Americans  so  much  for  their 
inattention  to  the  grace  in  their  manners  and  con- 
versation, cannot  be  supposed  to  feel  any  great  love 
or  respect  for  the  greater  part  of  their  own  country- 
men ; for,  though  we  ?>re  not  absolutely  nor  altoge- 
ther a nation  of  shopkeepers,  we  are  very  much 
afraid  that  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  middling 
and  better  sort  of  people  among  ourselves  belong 
to  this  reprobated  class  of  traders  and  dealers,  and 
tiave  very  much  the  same  manners  with  their  bre- 
thren in  America.  The  society  of  Mew -York  and 
Philadelphia,  in  short,  we  imagine,  must  be  at  least 
as  good  as  that  of  Glasgow  or  Manchester ; and 
though  we  make  no  doubt  that  the  beau  monde  of  the 
latter  places  will  be  extremely  scandalized  at  the 
supposition,  we  can  assure  them  that  the  Americans 
consider  it  as  just  as  little  flattering  to  them  ; at 
least  we  have  now  lying  before  us  a Nevr-Y ork  pub- 
lication, in  which  one  of  these  republican  wits  makes 
himself  exceedingly  merry  with  the  ignorance,  vul- 
garity, and  forwardness  of  the  English  traders  and 
agents  that  occasionally  resort  to  his  city. 

This  objection,  then,  though  we  hear  it  daily 
made  by  persons  who  have  not  the  slightest  concep- 
tion of  what  polite  society  is,  is  obviously  quite  ri- 
diculous in  the  mout  h of  ail  bait  the  few  who  move 
in  the  very  highest  circles  of  fashion  ; and  can  only 
relate  to  the  few  who  hold  a similar  rank  in  the  scale 
of  American  society,  and  discharge  its  functions,  it 
seems,  in  a less  perfect  manner.  The  great  body  of 
the  people  is  better  educated,  and  more  comforta- 
bly situated,  than  the  bulk  of  any  European  com- 
munity, and  possess  all  the  accomplishments  that 
are  any  where  to  be  found  in  persons  of  the  same  oc- 
cupation and  condition.  The  complaint  is,  that 
there  are  no  peopie  of  fashion — that  their  column 
still  wants -its  Corinthian  capital — oi*,  in  other  words, 
that  those  who  are  rich  and  idle  have  not  yet  existed 
so  long,  or  in  such  numbers,  as  to  have  brought  to 
full  perfection  that  system  of  ingenious  trifling  and 
elegant  'dissipation,  by  means  of  which  it  lias  been 
discovered  that  wealth  and  leisure  may  be  most 
agreeably  disposed  of.  Admitting  the  fact  to  be  so, 
and  in  a country  where  there  is  no  court,  no  nobility, 
and  no  monument  or  tradition  of  chivalrous  usages, 
ahd  where,  moreover,  the  greatest,  number  of  those 
who  are  rich  and  powerful  have  raised  themselves 
to  that  eminence  by  mercantile  industry,  we  really  do 
not  see  how  it  could  well  be  otherwise — we  would 
still  submit  that  this  is  no  lawful  cause  either  for  na- 
tional contempt,  or  for  national  hostility.  It  is  a pe- 
culiarity in  the  structure  of  society  among  that  peo- 
ple, which,  we  take  it,  can  only  give  oiTe.i ice  to  their 
visiting  acquaintance ; and  while  it  does  us  no  sort 
of  harm  while  it  subsists,  promises,  vve  think,  very- 
soon  to  disappear  altogether,  and  no  longer  to  afflict 
even  our  imaginations.  The  number  of  individuals 
born  to  the  enjoyment  of  hereditary  Wealth  is,  or  at 
least  was,  daily  itjereasing  in  that  country  ; and  it  is 
impossible  that  their  multiplication — with  all  the  mo- 
dels of  European  refinement  before  them,  and  all  the 
advantages  resulting  from  * free  government  find  a 


general  system  of  good  education— should  fail,  with* 
in  a very  short  period,  to  give  birth  to  a better  one 
nf  conversation  and  society,  and  to  manners  more 
dignified  and  refined.  Unless  we  are  very  much  mis- 
informed, indeed,  the  symptoms  of  such  a change 
may  already  be  traced  in  their  great  cities.  Their 
youths  of  fortune  already  travel  over  all  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe  for  their  improvement ; and  speci- 
mens are  occasionally  met  with  even  in  these  islands, 
which,  with  all  our  prejudices,  we  must  admit  would 
do  no  discredit  to  tiie  best  blood  of  the  land  from 
which  they  originally  sprung.  JJr.  Weld,  indeed, 
and  farmer  Parkinson,  give  a very  uninviting  pic- 
ture of  their  society  ; but  M.  Tally  rand  and  the  Due 
de  Liancourt  are  by  no  means  so  fastidious  ; and  we 
cannot  lielp  suspecting  that,  upon  a point  of  this  na- 
ture, their  opinion  is  entitled  to  full  as  much  weight 
as  either  of  those  English  authorities.  We  are  not 
anxious,  however,  to  establish  their  title  to  the  capa- 
bilities of  politeness.  We  only  wish  to  encourage  a 
disposition  to  be  at  peace,  and  to  trade  with  them  ; 
and  for  that  purpose  we  really  think  it  enough,  if  ift 
can  be  shown  that  they  are  good  customers,  and  dan* 
gerous  enemies. 


Legislature  of  Delaware. 

[The  following  was  inadvertently  passed  over  at  the 
time  it  should  have  been  inserted  in  t^e  Register 
— but  as  an  article  for  present  perusal  or  future  re- 
ference, is  too  valuable  to  be  omitted  on  that  ac* 
count.  [Ed. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate, 

And  of  the  House  of  Representatives , 

During  the  preceding  year,  this  state  has  en- 
joyed unexampled  prosperity-  The  increase  of  bank- 
ing establishments,  the  prosecution  of  internal  im- 
provements and  the  extending  of  manufactures  have 
evinced  the  growing  wealth  of  our  fellow-citizens 
and  the  increase  of  their  means  of  acquisition.  Al- 
though our  nation  is  involved  in  war,  we  have  yet 
felt  none  of  its  calamities;  while  such  were  the 
wrongs  perpetrated  against  our  country  by  the  king- 
dom with  which  war  has  been  declared,  as  to  evince 
us,  that  the  evils  of  this  war,  whatever  they  may  be, 
cannot  equal  the  evils  arising  from  the  outrages 
which  produced  it. 

From  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  by  which  his 
Britannic  majesty  acknowledged  the  United  States 
to  be  free,  sovereign  and  independent  states,  Great 
Britain  has  manifested  extreme  jealousy  of  their  in- 
creasing commerce  and  flourishing  condition.  This 
jealousy  has  constantly  shewn  itself  in  studied  em- 
barrassments of  tlie  trade,  and  in  wanton  violations 
of  the  sovereignty  of  our  country.  By  capricious 
commercial  regulations,  she  has  spoiled  oui- citizens 
of  their  property,  and  by  impressing  from  on  board 
our  merchant  vessels  any  persons,  whom  the  com- 
manders of  her  ships  of  war  might  choose  to  enslave, 
she  has  trampled  upon  the  dignity  of  our  flag,  not 
admitting'  it  to  give  character  or  protection  to  tiiose 
who  sailed  under  it.  In  live  wars  which  have  harras- 
sed  Europe,  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  U.  States 
to  remain  neutral,  and  they  have  claimed  the  rights, 
to  which  they,  as  a neutral  nation,  were  entitled. — 
It  has  been  the  study  of  Great  Britain  to  deprive 
them  of  these  rights  by  the  violation  of  public  law, 
Jn  1805  her  outrages  had  been  carried  to  an  alarming 
extent.  Under  pretext  of  a principle,  which  they 
before  had  insisted  upon,  but  which  she  had  openly 
and  solemly  renounced,  she  interdicted  to  neutrals 
a commerce  with  her  enemy,  which  she  permitted 
her  own  subjects  to  carry  on,  and  which  she  licervs* 
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fed  to  neutrals,  upon  conditions  so  framed,  as  to  se- 
cure to  herself  a monopoly  of  the  commerce  of  the 
world.  The  senate  of  the  United  States  viewing  this 
subject  as  demanding  their  consideration,  on  the 
12th  of  February,  1806,  resolved  unanimously  “That 
the  capture  and  condemnation,  under  the  orders  of 
the  British  government  and  adjudications  of  their 
courts  of  admiralty,  of  American  vessels  and  their 
cargoes,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace,  was  an  unprovoked  aggression  up- 
on the  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  U.  States, 
a violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  encroach- 
ment upon  their  national  independence.”  On  the 
14th  of  the  same  month,  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  further  resolved  by  a majority  of  23  to  7,  in 
which  majority  we  read  the  names  of  the  honorable 
senators  from  this  state,  “That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  demand  the  restora- 
tion of  the  property  of  their  citizens, 5 captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in 
a trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibit- 
ed in  time  of  peace,  and  the  indemnification  of  such 
American  citizens  for  their  losses  and  damages  sus- 
tained by  these  captures  and  condemnations  ; and  to 
enter  into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  go- 
vernment, on  this  and  all  other  differences  subsist- 
ing’ between  the  two  nations  (and  particularly  re- 
specting the  impressment  of  American  seamen)  as 
might  be  consistent  With  the  honor  and  interests  of 
the  U.  States,  and  manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  ob- 
tain for  themselves  and  their  citizens,  by  amicable 
negociation,  ‘that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled.’ 
From  these  resolutions,  thus  decisively  adopted,  by 
the  most  august  body  known  to  our  constitution,  it 
was  to  have  been  inferred,  that  this  nation  would  not 
long  endure  the  wrongs  so  solemnly  remonstrated 
against.  Amicable  negociation  was  tried  and  was 
found  fruitless.  The  expostulation  of  our  govern- 
ment against  the  aggressions  of  Great  Britain  were 
either  answered  by  insult  or  followed  by  outrage — 
To  these  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  succeeded  the  blockade  declared  by  his 
Britannic  majesty  in  May,  1806,  of  the  long  line 
of  coast  from  the  Brest  to  the  Elbe.  This  blockade 
was  notoriously  not  a measure  of  war,  but  a com- 
mercial regulation.  The  object  of  Great  Britain  was 
to  debar  neutrals  from  trading  with  her  enemy  ; — 
not  to  prevent  supplies  from  entering  places  which 
she  had  invested  with  a design  of  taking  them. — 
To  this  blockade  succeeded  tbe  orders  in  council 
of  January  and  November,  1807-  These  orders 
were  avowedly  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. They  produced  a state  of  war  upon  our 
commerce,  organizing  a more  extensive  system  of 
spoliation,  and  rendering  the  greatest  portion  of  our 
foreign  trade  tributary  to  the  British  government. 
Taxes  upon  our  export,  which  our  own  congress 
could  not  impose,  were  laid  by  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty and  sanctioned  by  his  parliament.  In  consequence 
of  the  remonstrance. of  our  government  against  this 
taxation,  the  taxes  were  at  last  repealed,  and  in 
their  places  was  substituted  a general  prohibition  of 
the  trade  which  had  been  thus  taxed  : and  our  go- 
vernment were  told,  that  they  must  consider  this 
total  deprivation  of  the  right  which  they  insisted 
upon,  as  full  redress  of  the  injury  of  which  they 
complained.  * 

In  the  various  modifications  which  these  orders  in 
council  have  assumed,  the  essential  principle  always 
remained  the  same.  The  destruction  of  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  to  promote  the  commerce  ©f 
England,  1ms  been  their  uniform  object.  They  have 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  practice  of  impress- 


ments, the  one  enslaving  the  persons,  the  other 
confiscating  the  property  of  our  citizens. 

Against  these  outrages  upon  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  the  go- 
vernment of  our  country  have  constantly  expostu- 
lated. They  have  appealed  to  the  honor,  to  the  jus- 
tice and  to  the  interest  of  the  British  nation.  Their 
appeals  have  been  in  vain.  To  their  complaints 
against  the  impressment  of  American  seamen,  the 
British  government  have  answered,  that  the  prac- 
tice was  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  their  navy. — 
Butin  adhering  to  this  practice,  the  object,  of  Great 
Britain  cannot  be  to  secure  her  own  subjects,  for  it 
has  been  proffered  to  her  to  discontinue  this  prac- 
tice under  an  arrangement,  that  all  British  subjects 
should  be  excluded  by  law  from  our  ships.  The 
great  number,  more  than  six  thousand,  of  American 
citizens  confined  on  board  her  ships  of  war,  eviden- 
ces the  extent  of  her  injustice  in  this  particular, 
and  her  refusal  to  accede  to  the  equitable  arrange- 
ments proposed  to  her  on  this  subject,  shews,  that 
she  intends  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  this  injustice  and 
persevere  in  the  commission  of  similar  wrongs. 

In  excuse  of  the  orders  in  council  the  British  go- 
vernment have  said  that  these  were  measures  of  re- 
taliation : not  of  retaliation  against  the  United 
States;  for  the  United  States  had  done  to  Britain  no 
injury;  but  of  retaliation  against  France,  who  had 
interdicted  British  commerce.  France  had  done 

wrong  and  we  are  made  to  answer  for  it. Great 

Britain  thus,  according  to  her  own  profession,  re- 
sembling that  blind  fury  which,  not  being  able  to 
reach  the  object  exciting  it,  destroys  every  thing 
within  its  power.  Nor  can  these  orders  be  consi- 
dered as  measures  of  retaliation  against  France. — 
The  design  was  not  to  deprive  France  of  the  com- 
merce which  they  concern,  but  to  secure  to  Great 
Britain  the  advantages  of  this  commerce.  The 
trade  which  they  prohibit,  Great  Britain  herself  car- 
ries on;  she  will  permit  us  to  prosecute  it  through 
her  ports,  paying  her  for  the  privilege.  So  that  all 
her  reasons  for  her  outrages,  resolves  themselves 
into  these,  that  as  the  prosperity  of  the  British  na- 
vy requires  the  impressment  of  American  seamen, 
so  the  prosperity  of  the  British  funds  requires,  that 
we  should  have  no  commerce  except  through  her 
ports  and  subject  to  her  taxation.  Great  Britain 
has  thus  made  her  own  interest  the  sole  rule  of  her 
actions,  violating  all  public  law,  disregarding  all 
national  rights,  and  trampling  under  her  feet  the  so- 
vereignty of  our  country. 

For  more  than  six  years  from  the  adoption  of 
the  before  mentioned  resolutions  by  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  amicable  negociations  with  the 
British  government  were  continued.  An  arrange- 
ment solemnly  entered  into  with  the  minister  of 
that  government,  by  which  the  British  nation  was 
to  concede  nothing  of  right  and  this  country  could 
gain  nothing  but  a partial  redress  of  its  wrong's, 
was  instantly  disavowed  by  his  Britannic  majesty. 
Nor  until  every  thing  had  been  tried,  till  the  go- 
vernment of  our  country  has  ascertained,  that  the 
practice  of  impressment  would  not  be  abandoned, 
and  bad  been  assured  by  the  British  cabinet  and  its 
accredited  minister  in  the  United  States  that  the  or- 
ders in  council  would  not  be  repealed  except  upon 
the  condition,  that  we  should  be  permitted  to  trade 
to  France  and  other  places  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope in  British  manufactures  and  in  the  produce  of 
the  British  soil,  a condition,  which  with  France  and 
the  other  nations  of  Europe,  we  had  no  right  to  in- 
sist upon,  and  which  we  could  not  enforce,  nor  until 
the  orders  in  council  were  carried  into  execution  by 
British  cruizers  sailing  along  our  own  shores,  did 
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the  congress  of  the  U.  States  declare  the  exi 
of  war  between  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great*  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies 
' thereof,  and  the  United  States  and  their  territories. 

It  is  didicu.lt  to  conceive  what  other  course  than 
that' adopted  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
could  have  been  pursued.  Years  experience  of  ne- 
gpciation  had  proved,  that  this  was  hopeless.  Ex 
travagant  and  extraordinary  pretensions  had  been 
followed  by  pretensions  still  more  extravagant  and 
extraordinary.  Because  the  British  navy  must  be 
manned — our  seamen  must  be  impressed ; because 
the  British  funds  must  be  replenished,  our  commerce 
must  be  rendered  tributary ; because  the  British 
manufactures  must  be  encouraged  and  the  produce 
of  tire  British  soil  exported,  we  must  carry  these 
to  France  and  other  places  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope; because  Britain  must  maintain  her  ascendant 
power,  we  must  surrender  our  rights.  It  was  seen 
that*  the  unwieldy  greatness  of  England  crushed  ev- 
ery thing  in  its  way;  nor  could  we  fear  more  from 
her  enmity,  than  we  l;ad  endured  from  her  pretend- 
ed friendship.  We  were  driven  to  a crisis,  when  we 
must  either  have  resigned  our  sovereignty  as  a na- 
tion, in  peace,  or  vindicate  it  by  war.  That  the 
war  is  j ust,  is  universally  admitted.  From  every 
view-  which  I have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject,  I 
believe  it  to  have  been  necessary;  and  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  de- 
claring it  deserves  unqualified  approbation. 

It  is  said  indeed,  and  truly,  that  France  has  injur* 
ed  us.  Her  aggressions  have  undoubtedly  been 
great  and  numerous;  such  as  our  government  have 
strongly  remonstrated  against;  and  such  as,  if  per- 
sisted in,  they  must  and  will  oppose  by  force.  But 
the  injuries  done  by  one'  nation  form  no  excuse  for 
those  committed  b}- another.  It  is  no  reason,  that 
we ’should  suffer  wrongs  by  one,  that  we  have  been 
wronged  by  others.  The  more  correct  conclusion 
would  be  to  repel  wrongs  when  perpetrated  against 
US  by  one  nation,  in  such  manner  as  to  render  others 
cautious  how  they  offer  to  us  either  injury  or  insult. 
Among  nations,  as  ■ among  individuals,  submission 
invites  aggression — “To  spare  the  humble  and  sub- 
due the'proud,”  is  not  the  rule  of  action  with  man- 
kind. 

War  has  been  declared.  In  whatever  lighf  the 
measures  which  have  led  to  it  may  be  viewed,  the 
feelings  of  every  American  must  require,  that  it 
'should  be  prosecuted  with  vigor;  Averse  to  war, 
we  know,  that  ah  efficient  prosecution  of  that  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  will  be  the  best  security 
against  war  hereafter.  The  crisis  ha*  come,  when 
we  must  convince  the  world  that  We  know  how  to 
Value  our  rights  and  have  means  to  enforce  them; 
that  our  long  suffering  of  injuries  has  proceeded 
h orn  our  love  of  peace,  not  from  anv  apprehen- 
sion of  the  event  of  war;  that  our  friendship  is  to  be 
desired,  and  our  enmity  to  be  deprecated. 

We  have  been  informed  by  the  President  of  the 
TJ.  States  and  have  seen  in  the  public  documents, 
that  immediately  after  war  was  declared,  the  Presi- 
dent proposed  to  the  British  government  the  terms 
“on  which  its  progress  might  be  arrested.  These 
terms  required,  that  the  orders  in  council  should  be 
repealed  as  they  affected  the  United  States  without 
a revival  of  blockade  violating-  acknowledged  rules  ; 
and  that  there  should  be  an  immediate  discharge  of 
American  seamen  from  British  ships,  and  a stop  to 
impressment  from  American  ships,  with  an  under- 
standing that  an  exclusion  of  the  seas,  men  of  each 
nation  from  the  ships  of  the  other  should  be  improv- 
ed into  a definitive  and  comprehensive  adjustment 
of,  depending;  controversies.”  From  tiiese  terms 
..the  welfare  of  our  country  requires,  that  our  govern- 


should  never  recede.  *Wc  can  never  consent 
to  peace  leaving  our  commerce  a prey  to  lawless 
olence,  our  countrymen  in  bondage,  and  our  ene- 
my in  possession  or’  a claim  to  enslave  them,  wher- 
ver  she  can  find  them  upon  the  ocean.  The  reason- 
ableness of  these  terms,  the  conciliatory  manner  in 
Inch  they  were  proposed,  and  the  manner  in  which! 
they  were  received  and  rejected  by  the  British  go-, 
vertiment,  if  there  had  not  already  existed  abundant 
evidence  on  this  subject  before,  are  sufficient  to  con- 
vince us,  that  we  can  hope  and  expect  nothing  from 
die  justice  or  friendship  of  Great  Britain.  It  on:y 
remains  for  us  to  compel  her  to  grant  to  our  power 
what  we  have  so  often  solicited  her  to  yield  to  our' 
rights. 

A war  thus  waged  for  the  protection  of  the  prow 
perty  and  persons  of  our  countn men,  for  red; css 
of  accumulated  wrongs  and  for  future  security 
against  such  wrongs  must  have  the  undivided  sup- 
port of  this  nation.  England  openly  calculates  upon 
our  divisions.  During  the  revolutionary  war,  her 
minister  publicly  professed  the  ungenerous  maxim— 
“Divide  and  govern.”  She  was  mistaken  then  ; she 
is  mistaken  now.  The  fundamental  principle  of  our 
constitution  is,  the  will  of  the  majority  i-ha'd  ru  e. 
To  suppose  i case  in  which  this  will,  constitut. on- 
ally  expressed,,  shall  not  carry  the  obligation  to  obey,, 
is  to  suppose  a case  which  cannot  happen. — If  ever 
uch  supposition  shall  be  seriously  acted  upon,  the 
union  will  be  dissolved.  "Nor  can  I understand  die 
reasoning,  which  admits  to  the  general  government 
and  its  several  branches  certain  constitutional  pow- 
ers, but  denies  to  them  the  right  to  determ  nc  !.g 
time  and  manner,  of  exercising  these  powers.  To 
deny  to  them  such  right  of  determination  is  to  di- 
verse them  of  their  authority.  It  is  the  most  effec- 
tual step  toward  a separation  of  the  states. 

Urged  by  considerations  which  this  subject  pre- 
sents to  me,  I must  again  and  earnestly  solicit  your 
attention  to  our  militia  laws.  The  propriety  of  re- 
vising,these  laws  and  so  framing  them  as  to  form  au 
efficient  militia,  has  been  so  often  dwtliupoh,  that  I 
can  present  it  to  you  in  no  new  light.  I can  only  add, 
that  our  nation  is  now  engaged  in  war,  that  cur -ene- 
my abounds  in  wealth  and  is  powerful  in  arms. 
W ar  has  long  been  her  trade  ; from  her  we  must  ex- 
cept no  common  struggles.  Our  situation  is  expos- 
ed to  danger.  Our  safety  requires  that  we  should 
prepare  to  defend  ourselves.'  Our  militia  must  be 
our  principal  defence.  If  we  will  organize  our  mili- 
tia, it  will  be  sufficient  for  us  ; and  1 deem  it  of  the 
first  importance,  that  the  militia  should  be  efficient- 
ly organized.  To  this  purpose  an  energetic  militia 
law  is  indispensably  necessary  ; such  a law  as  shall 
command  the  personal  services  of  all  liable  to  mili- 
tia duties.  The  militia  law  cannot  he  intended  as  a 
means  of  taxation.  It  must  be  so  framed  as  to  ex- 
clude the  probability  that  the  duties  which  it  en- 
joins will  lie  commuted  by  the  fines  that  it  imposes, 
or  little  good  vil]  result  from  it. 

[The  residue  of  this  excellent  speech  is  confined 
to  subjects  of  a local  nature.] 


rnoxr  a late  loxdox  paper. 

Tea. — The  quantity  of  this  exhiliralivg  leverage , 
drank  in  these  kingdoms , is  most  astonishing.  Every 
three  months  the  East  India  Company  put  vp  six  mil- 
lions of  pounds -weight  to  sale,  viz  : 

Bo'hea  .....  800,000  lbs. 

Congou  and  Campoi,  * ynp  coa 

Souching  and  Peken,  5 * ’ ’ 

Singlo  andTwankey  . . . 850,000 

Ilyson  Skin  ....  100,000 

Hyson  y . 250,000 
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Charter  of  Rhode-Island, 

OR  ANTED  BY  CHARGES  II.  IN  THE  FOURTEENTH  YEAR  OF 
UIS  REIGN. 

Quintadecima  pui's  PcXcntitim  Anno  Regnl  Rcgnis  Caroll  SecUndi 
Qiiintodecinio. 

CHARLES  the  second, '"by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  To  all,  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting*  Whereas  we  have  been 
informed,  by  the  petition  of  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  subjects, 
John  Clark,  on  the  behalf  of  Benedict  Arnold.  William  Brenton, 
William  Codington,  Nicholas  Easton.  William  Boulston,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Smith,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Weeks,  Roger  Williams, 
Thomas  Olney,  Gregory  Dexter,  John  Cogeshall,  Joseph  Clarke, 
Randall  Houiden,  John  Greene,  John  Roome,  Samuel  Wildbore, 
William  Field,  James  Barker,  Richard  Tew,  Thomas  Harris,  and 
William  Dyre,  and  the  rest  of  the  purchasers  and  free  inhabitants 
bf  our  island  called  Rhode-Island,  and  the  rest  of  the  colony  of  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  in  the  Narraganset-Bay,  in  New-England  in 
America— That  they,  pursuing  with  peace  and  loyal  minds,  their 
sober,  serious,  and  religious  intentions,  of  Godly  edifying  them- 
selves, and  one  another  in  the  holy  Christian  faith  and  worship  as 
they  were  persuaded,  together  with  the  gaining  over  and  conver- 
sion of  the  poor  ignorant  Indian  natives,  in  those  parts  of  Ameri- 
ca, to  the  sincere  profession  and  obedience  ol  the  same  faith  and 
worship,  did  not  only,  hv  the  consent  and  good  encouragement  ol 
our  royal  progenitors,  transport  themselves  out  of  this  kingdom  of 
England,  into  America;  but  also  since  their  arrival  there,  after 
tlieir  first  Settlement  amongst  other  of  our  subjects  in  those  parts, 
for  the  avoiding  of  discord,  and  these  many  evils  which  were  like- 
ly to  tnsue  upon  those  our  subjects,  not  being  able  to  bear,  in 
those  remote  parts,  their  different  apprehension  in  religious  con- 
cernments : and  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  ends,  did  once  again 
leave  their  desirable  stations  and  habitations,  and  with  excessi  ve 
labor  and  travail,  hazard  and  charge,  did  transplant  themselves  in- 
to the  midst  of  the  Indian  natives,  who,  as  we  are  informed,  are  the 
most  potent  princes ^nc!  people  of  that  country  ; v here,  by  the  good 
providence  of  God,(iyom  whom  the  plantations  have  taken  their 
name)  upon  their  labor  and  industry,  they  have  not  only  been  pre- 
served to  admiration,  but  have  increased  and  prospered,  and  are 
seized,  possessed  by  purchase  and  consent,  of  said  natives,  to  their 
lull  content,  of  such  lands,  islands,  rivers, harbors, and  roads,  as  are 
very  convenient  both  for  plantations  and  also  for  building  _ of 
ships,  supplying  of  pipe-staves,  and  other  merchandise,  which 
lie  very  commodious,  in  many  respects,  for  commerct , and  to  ac- 
commodate our  southern  plantations,  and  may  much  advance  the 
trade  of  this  our  realm,  and  greatly  enlarge  the  territories  thereof ; 
they  having  by  near  neighborhood  to,  and  friendly  society  with, 
the  great  body  of  Narmganset  Indians,  given  them  encourage- 
ment, of  their  own  accord,  to  subject  themselves,  their  people  and 
land  unto  us  ; whereby,  as  is  hoped,  there  may,  in  time,  by  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  their  endeavors,  be  laid  a sure  foundation  of 
happiness  to  ail  America : 

And  whereas,  in  their  bumble  address,  they  have  freely  declared 
that  it  is  much  on  their  hearts  (if  they  be  permitted)  to  hold  forth 
a lively  experiment  that  a most  flourishing  civil  state  may  stand, 
and  best  he  maintained,  and  that  among  our  English  subjects,  with 
a full  liberty  in  religious  concernments  ; and  that  true  piety, right- 
ly grounded  upon  gospel  principles,  will  give  the  best  and  great- 
est security  to  sovereignty,  and  will  lay  in  tlie  hearts  of  men  the 
strongest  obligations  to  true  loyalty  : 

Now  know  ye,  that  we,  being  willing  to  enoourage  the  hopeful 
undertaking  of  our  said  loyal  and  loving  subjects,  and  to  secure 
them  in  the  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  all  the  civil  and  religi- 
ous rights  appertaining  to  them,  as  our  loving  subjects : and  to  pre- 
serve unto  them  that  liberty  in  the  true  Christian  faith  and  worship 
ofGod,  Which  they  have  sought,  with  so  much  travail  and  with 
peaceable  minds  and  loyal  subjection  to  our  royal  progenitors  and 
^ ourselves,  to  enjoy  ; and  because  some  of  the  people  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  same  colony  cannot,  in  their  private  opinion  conform 
to  the  public  exercise  of  religion,  according  to  the  liturgy,  form, 
and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  to  take  or  subscribe  the 
oaths  and  articles  made  and  established  in  that  behalf;  and  for 
that  the  same,  by  reason  of  the  remote  distances  of  those  places, 
will,  as  we  hope,  be  no  breach  of  the  unity  and  uniformity  estab- 
lished in  this  nation,  have  therefore  thought  fit,  and  do  hereby 
publish,  grant,  ordain,  and  declare,  that  our  royal  w ill  and  plea- 
sure is : 

That  no  person  within  the  said  colony,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
Shall  be  any  w ise  molested,  punished,  disquieted,  or  called  in  ques- 
tion, for  any  differences  in  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  who  do 
not  actually  disturb  the  civil  peace  of  our  said  colony  ; but  that  all 
and  every  person  and  persons  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  own  and  their 
judgments,  and  consciences,  in  matters  of  religious  concerti- 
ments,  throughout  the  tract  of  land  hereafter  mentioned,  they 
behaving  themselves  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  not  using  tips  li- 
berty, to  licentiousness  and  profaneness,  nor  to  the  civil  injury  or 
outward  disturbance  of  others ;— any  law,  statute,  or  clause  tisercin 
contained,  or  to  be  contained,  usage  or  custom  of  this  realm,  to  the 
contrary  hereof,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  that  they  may  be  in  the  better  capacity  to  defend  them- 
selves, in  their  just  rights  and  liberties,  against  all  the  enemies  of 
the  Christian  faith,  and  others,  in  all  respects,  we  have  further 
thought  lit,  and  at  the  humble  petition  of  the  persons  aforesaid, 
are  graciously  pleased  to  declare. 

That  they  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  late  act  of  in- 
demnity, and  free  pardon,  as  the  rest  of  our  subjects  in  our  other 
dominions  and  territories  have  ; and  to  create  and  make  them  a bo- 
dy politic  or  corporate,  with  the  powers  and  privileges  herein  after 
mentioned.  And,  accordingly*  our  will  and  pleasure  jfc.  arid  of  our 
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especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  inert  motion,  we  have  or* 
dinned,  constitutid  and  declared  ; and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  do  ordain,  constitute  and  declare,  that  they 
the  said  William  Benton,  William  Codington,  .Nicholas  Easton* 
Benedict  Arnold,  William  Boulston,  John  Porter,  Samuel  Gorton, 
John  Smith,  John  Weeks,  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  Grego- 
ry Dexter,  John  Cogeshall,  Joseph  Clai  ke,  Randall  Holden.  John 
Greene,  John  Roome,  William  Dyre,  Samuel  tVildbore,  Richard 

Tew,  William  Field,  Thome's  Harris,  Jam*  s'  Barker,’ Rainsbor- 

row,  ■> Williams, and  John  N'icksoii,  and  all  such  others  as  are 

now,  or  hereafter  shall  be  admitted  free  of  the  company  and  society 
of  our  colony  of  Providence  Plantations,  in  the  Narragaus,'t-Bay, 
in  New-England,  shall  be  from  time  to  time, and  'hr  ever  h.aeaft'  r, 
a body  corporate  and  politic  in  tact  and  name,  list. ; he  nan  c of  The 
governor  and  company  of  the  English  colony  i.f  k/ndc-I  lard,  and 
Providence  Plantations, in  Nnr-tnglnnd.in  Ainerirt:;  and  that  by 
the  same  name,  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  have  per- 
petual succession,  and  shall  and  may  be  persons  able  arid  capable 
in  the  law,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  plead  and  be  i'npl  a !r.l,  to  an- 
swer and  to  lie  answered  unto,  to  defend  and  to  be . defended,  iu 
all  and  ringular  suits,  causes, quarrels,  matters,  actions  and  things, 
of  what  kind  or  nature  soever;  and  also  to  have,  take,  posses*,  ac- 
quire and  purchase  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditament?,  or  any 
goods  or  chattels,  and  the  same  to  leas'-,  grant,  demise,  alien,  bar- 
gain, sell,  and  dispose  of,  at  their  own  will  and  pleasure,  as  other 
bege  people  of  our  realm  of  England,  or  any  corporation, or  body 
politic  within  the  same,  may  lawfully  do: 

And  further,  that  they,  the  said  governor  and  company,  and 
their  successors,  shall  and  may,  forever  her  after,  have  a common 
seal,  to  serve  and  use  for  all  matters,  causes  tilings  and  affairs 
whatsoever,  of  them  and  their  successors : aiid  the  same  seal  to" 
alter,  change,  break  and  to  make  new.  from  time  to  time,  at 
their  will  and  pleasure,  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

And  further,  we  will  and  ordain,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  declare  and  appoint,  that  for  the  better 
ordering  and  managing  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  company  and 
their  successors,  there  shall  he  one  governor,  one  deputy-governor, 
and  ten  assistants,  to  be  from  time  to  time  constituted,  elected  and 
chosen  out  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  company,  for  the  time  being, 
in  such  manner  and  form,  as  is  hereafter  in  these  presents  express- 
ed ; Which  said  officers  shall  apply  themselves  to  take  care  for  the 
best  disposing  and  ordering  of  the  general  business  and  affairs  of 
and  concerning  the  lands  and  hereditaments  hereinafter  mention- 
ed to  be  granted,  aial  tlie  plantation  thereof,  ail'd  the  government 
of  the  people  there. 

And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  royal  pleasure  herein,  we  do, 
torus,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  assign,  name,  constitute  and  ap- 
point the  aforesaid  Benedict  Arnold,  to  lx-  the  first  and  present 
governor  of  tlie  said  company;  and  the  said  William  Brenton,  to 
be  the  deputy-governor ; and  tlie  said  W.ll  am  Boulston,  John 
Porter,  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  John  Smith,  John  Green, 
John  Ccgeshall,  James  Barker,  Wiliam  Field,  and  Joseph  Clarke, 
to  be  the  ten  present  assistants  of  the  said  company,  to  continue 
in  the  said  several  offices  respectively  until  the  first  Wednesday 
which  shall  he  in  the  month  of  May  now  next  coming. 

And  further,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  do  ordain  and  grant,  that,  the  governor  of  the  said 
company,  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  absence,  by  occasion  of 
sickness  or  otherwise,  by  his  leave  or  permission,  the  deputy-go- 
vernor for  the  time  being,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
all  occasions,  give  orders  for  the  assembling  of  the  said  company, 
and  calling  them  together  to  consult  and  advise  of  the  business 
and  affairs  of  tlie  said  company  ; and  that  forever  hereafter  twice 
in  every  year,  that  is  to  say,  on  every  first  Wednesday  in  the 
month  of  May,  and  on  every  fast  Wednesday  in  October  or  often* 
er,  in  case  it  shall  he  requisite,  the  assistants  and  such  of  the 
freemen  of  the  said  company,  not  exceeding  six  persons  for  NewJ 
port,  four  persons  of  each  of  the  respective  towns  of  Providence 
Portsmouth,  and  Warwick,  and  two  persons  for  each  other  place, 
town,  or  city,  who  shall  be  from  time  to  time  thereunto  elected  ot 
deputed,  by  tlie  major  pan  of  the  freemen  of  the  respective' 
towns  or  places,  for  which  they  shiffl  be  so  elected  of  deputed# 
shall  liavea  general  meeting  or  assembly,  then  and  there  to  com 
suit,  advise  and  determine,  in  and  about  the  affairs  and  business 
of  the  said  company  and  plantations. 

And  further,  we  do#  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge* 
and  mere  motion,  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  governor  a: id 
company  of  the  English  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  and  Providence. 
Plantations,  in  New-England  in  America,  and  their  successors. 
That  the  governor,  or,  in  hi*absfense,orhyhisperijiissi«>n,thedepn» 
tv-governor  of  tlie  said  company,  for  the  time  being,  the  assistant? 
and  such  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  company,  as  shall  he  so  afore- 
said elected  or  deputed,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  bo  present  -^fc 
such  meeting  or  assembly,  as  aforesaid,  shall  he  called  the  general 
assembly ; ami  that  they,  or  tlie  greatest  part  of  them  then  present 
(whereof  the  governor,  or  deputy  .go  v i-r  n or,  and  six.  of  tlie  assist- 
ants at  least,  to  be  seven)  shall  have,  and  have  hereby  g.  v,;n  ami 
granted  unto  them,  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  ail  times  hereaf  ter,  to  appoint  alter  and  change,  such  days, 
times,  and  places  of  meeting  ami  general  assembly,  as  they  .shall 
think  fit:  and  to  choose,  nominate  and  appoint  such  and  so  many 
persons  as  they  shall  think  fit.  and  shall  be  willing  to  accept  the 
same,  to  be  free  of.  the  said  company  and  body  politic,  anti  them 
into  the  same  to  admit ; and  to  elect  and  constitute  such  o’  .<•« 
and  offic  es,  and  to  grant  such  necessary  commissions  as  they 
shall  think  fit  and  requisite,  far  ordering,  managing,  and  dispatch- 
ing of  the  affairs  of  the  said  governor  and  company,  and  tlu-ir  auu- 
cessurs:  and  from  time  to  time  u*  make,  unlain,  constitute, a -J  r i>-  al 
such  laws,  statutes,  ortkrs  and  ordinances,  forms  and  ceremonies 
of  government  and  magistracy  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,  for  the 
good  and  welfare  of  the  said  company,  and  for  the  government 
and  osdeKtog  of  tlte  tods  iuvudittUaeiiCB  hereinafter meiUioaui  to 
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bp  granted,  and  of  the  people  that  do,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  Thomas  Olney,  John  Sfnith.  John  Greene,  John  Cogexhcil,  Jaf 
shall  inhabit  or  be  within  the  same*,  sons  such  laws,  ordinances.  Barker,  William  Field,  and  Joseph  Clark,  who  are  herein  h<  t 


and  constitutions,  so  made,  be  not  contrary  anil  repugnant  unto 
hut,  (as  near  as  may  be)  agreeable  to  the  lairs  of  this  our  realm  of 
England,  considering  the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  place 
and  people  there ; and  also  to  appoint,  order,  and  direct,  erect, 
and  such  places  and  courts  of  jurisdiction,  Hr  hearing  and  deter- 
mining of  all  actions,  cases,  matters,  and  thin  gs  happening  within 
the  said  colony  and  plantations,  which  shall  he  in  dispute,  and 
depending  therein,  as  they  shali  think  ft ; and  also  to  distinguish 
and  set  forth  the  several  names  and  titles,  duties,  powers  and  li- 

inits,  of  each  court,  office,  arul  officer,  superior  and  inferior ; and  whom  we  do  by  these  presents  give 
also,  to  contrive  -yd  ap  mint  such  forms  of  oaths  and  attestations,  require  administer  or  receive  the  sa 
not  repugnant, Hit  (as  near  as  may  be)  agreeable,  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  our  realm,  as  are  convenient  and  re- 
quisite with  respect  to  the  due  administration  of  justice,  and  due 
execution  and  discharge  of  all  offices  and  places  of  trust,  by  the 
persons  that  shall  be  therein  concerned  ; and  also  to  regulate  and 
order  the  way  and  manner  of  all  elections'  to  offices  and  places  of 
trust,  and  to  prescribe,  limit  and  distinguish  the  number  and 
bounds  of  all  places,  towns,  and  cities,  within  the  limits  and 
hounds  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  not  herein  particularly  named, 
that  they  have,  or  shall  have  the  power  of  electing  and  sending  of 
freemen  to  the  said  general  assembly  ; and  also  to  order,  direct, 
and  authorise  the  imposing  of  lav.  ful  and  reasonable  fines,  mulcts, 
imprisonment,  and  executing  other  punishments,  pecuniary  and 
Corporal,  upon  offenders  and  delinquents,  according  to  the  course 
qf  other  corporations,  Within  this  pur  kingdom  of  England ; and 
again  to  alter  revoke,  annul,  or  pardon,  under  their  common  seal, 
or  otherwise,  such  fines,  mulcts,  imprisonments,  sentences,  judg- 
ments, and  condemnations,  as  shall  be  thought  fit;  and  to  direct, 
rule,  order,  and  dispose  of  all  other  matters  and  things,  and  particu- 
larly that  which  relates  to  the  making  of  purchases  of  the  native 
Indians,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,  where  by  our  said  people,  and 
inhaoitants  in  the  said  plantations,  maybe  so  religiously,  peacea- 
bly, arrd  civily  governed,  as  that  by  thejr  good  life,  afid  orderly  con- 
versation, they  may  win  and  invite  the  native  Indians  of  the  coun-.  Sv,.cmur,  or  m ms  uusenci , me  iicpiiiy-guverimr,  imu  major  part 
ti*}',  to  the  know  ledge  and  obedience  of  the  only  true  God  and  of  the  said  assistants  for  the  time  being,  at  any  time  when  the  said 
Stivibur  of  mankind  ; willing,  commanding,  and  by  these  presents,  > general  assembly  is  not  setting,  to  nominate,  appoint,  and  con- 
for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,,  ordaining,  and  appointing,  that  all  jstitute&uch  and  so  many  command  rs,  governors,  and  mHitaryof- 


nominated  and  appointed  the  present  assistants  of  the  company, 
shall  give  the  said  engagement  to  tlu-ir  offices  and  places  r.  spect- 
i'  ely  belonging,  before  the  said  Benedict  Arnold  and  William  Bren- 
ton,  or  one  of  them  to  whom  respectively  we  do  hereby  give  fuU 
power  and  authority  to  require,  administer,  or  receive  the  same  i 
and  further  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  all  and  every  other  fu- 
ture governor,  or  deputy-governor,  to  be  elected  and  chosen  by 
these  presents,  shall  give  the  said  engagement  b or.  one  or  more 
of  the  said  assistants  of  the  said  company,  for  the  ti  m being,  unto 

jUl'.'"  ' • u-  ve  full  power  and  authority  to 

same : and  the  said  assistants, 
and  every  of  them,  and  all  and  every  other  officer  or  officers,  to  be 
hereafter  elected  and  chosen  by  virtue  of  these  presents,  from 
time  to  time,  shall  give  the  like  engagements  to  their  offices  and 
places  respectively  belonging,  before  the  governor,  or  deputy-go- 
vernor, for  the  tiniebeing  ; unto  which  said  governor,  or  depot;  -go* 
vernor  we  do  by  these  presents  give  full  power  Tnd  authority,  to 
require,  administer,  or  receive  the  same  accordingly. 

And  we  do  likewise,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  give  and 
grant  unto  the  said  governor  and  company,  and  their  successors, 
by  these  presents,  that  for  the  more  peaceably  and  orderly  govern- 
ment of  the  said  plantations,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  lor  the 
governor,  deputy-governor,  assistants  and  all  other  offi  cers  and  mi. 
nisters  of  the  said  company  in  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
exercise  of  government,  and  the  said  plantations,  to  use,  exercise, 
and  put  in  execution  such  methods,  orders,  rules,  and  direc- 
tions, (not  being  contrary  and  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of 
this  our  realm)  as  have  been  heretofore  given,  used  and  accustom- 
ed in  such  cases  respectively,  to  be  putiu  practice,  until  at  the  next, 
or  some  other  general  assembly,  especial  provision  shall  be  made- 
in  the  cases  aforesaid. 

And  wc  do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  give  and 
grant  to  the  said  governor  and  company  and  their  successors,  by 
these  presents,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  .said 


such  laws,  statutes,  orders  and  ordinances,  instructions,  impositions, 
add  directions,  as  shall  be  made  by  the  governor,  deputy,  assist- 
ants and  freemen,  or  such  number  of  them  as  aforesaid,  and  pub- 
lished in  Writing  under  their  common  seal,  shall  be  carefully 
and  duly  observed,  kept,  performed,  and  put  in  execution, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same.  And  these 
our  1-tters  patent,  or  the  duplicate  exemplification  thereof,  shall  be, 
to  all  and  every  such  officers,  superior  or  inferior,  from  time  to  i present  at  any  general  assemblies,  nominated,  appointed,  and  eoiV- 
time  for  the  putting  of  the  same  orders,  laws,  statutes,  ordinances,  i stituted,  according  to  the.  tenor  of  his  and  their  respective  corn- 


liters  as  to  them  shall  seem  requisite,  for  the  leading,  conducting, 
and,  training  up  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  plantations  in  martial 
affairs,  and  for  the  defence  and  safeguard  ot  the  said  plantations  ; 
that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  and  every  such  com- 
mamler,  governor,  and  military  officer,  that  shall  lie  so  us  aforesaid, 
or  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  absence  the  deputy-governor,  and  six 
of  the  assistants,  and  major-part  of  the  freemen  of  said  company. 


missions  and  directions,  to  assemble,  exercise  in  arms,  marshal, 
array,  and  put  in  w arlike  posture,  the  inhabitants  of  said  colony, 
for  their  especial  defence  and  safety  ; and  to  lead  arid  conduct  the 
said  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter,  repulse,  and  resist  by  force  of 


instructions,  and  directions  in  due  execution,  against 
fieirs  successor?,  a sufficient  warrant  and  discharge. 

And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby, for  us, 
onr  heirs,  am!  successors,  establish  and  ordain.  That  yearly,  once 

in  the  year  forever  hereafter,  namely,  the  aforesaid  Wednesday  in  j arms  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  to  kiii,  slay,  and  destroy,  by  all  fit- 
Stay,  and  at  the  town  of  Newport,  or  elsewhere  if  urgent  occasion  j ting  ways,  enterprises  and  means  whatsoever,  all  and  every  such 
do  require,  the  governor,  deputy-go vevnor,  and  assistants  of  the  ' person  or  persons,  as  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  attempt  or  un- 
said cbm  jinny,  or  such  of  them  as  the  general  assembly  shall  think  j terprise  the  destruction,  invasion,  detriment  or  annoyance  of  the 
fit,  shall  be  in  the  3aid  genera!  court  or  assembly  to  be  held  from  j said  inhabitants  or  plantations  ; aud  to  use  and  exercise  the  lav? 
that  day  or  time,  newly  chosen  for  the  year  ensuing  by  the  greater  j martial,  in  such  cases  only  as  occasion  shall  necessarily  require; 
part  of  the  said  company  for  the  time  being,  as  shall  be  then  and  j and  to  take  and  surprize,  by  -il!  ways  and  uv-nna  whatsoever,  of) 
there  present.  And  if  it  shall  happen,  that  the  present  governor,  | and  every  such  person  and  persons,  with  their  ship  or  ships,  armour, 
deputy- governor,  and  assistants,  by  these  presents  appointed,  or  j ammunition, -or  other  goods  of  such  persons,  as  shall  in  hostile  man* 
any  such  as  shall  hereafter  be  newly  chosen  into  their  respective  i ner  invade,  or  attempt  the  defeating  of  the  said  plantation,  or  the 
rooms,  or  any  of,  them,  or  any  other  , of  the  officers  of  the  said  ; hurt  of  the  said  company  and  inhabitants  ; and  upon  just  cause  to 
company,  shall  die  or  lie  removed  from  his  or  their  several  offices  j invade  and  destroy  the  native  Indians  or  other  enemies  of  the  said 


or  places,  before  the  sitid  general  day  of  election,  (whom  we  do 
hereby  declare  for  a misdemeanor  or  default, to  be  removable  by  the 
governor,  assistants  and  company,  or  such  greater  part  of  them,  in 
any  of  the  said  public  courts  to  lie  assembled  as  aforesaid)  that  then, 
and  in  every  such  case,it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
said  governor,  deputy- -governor,  assistants  and  company  aforesaid. 


destroy 

colony. 

Nevertheless,  pur  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  * 
to  the  rest  of  our  colonies  in  New-England,  that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  this  our  said  colony  of  Rliode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  in  America,  in  New-England,  to  invade  the  natives 


governor,  deputy-governor,  assistant,  or  assistants,  or  any  other 
officer  of  the  said  company,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  the  au- 
thority, office,  and  power,*  before  given  to  the  former  governor,  de- 
pu  ty-governor,  and  other  officer  and  officers  so  removed,  in  whose 
stead  and  piece  new  shall  be  chosen,  shall,  as  to  him  and  them, 
and  every  of  them  respectively,  eense  and  determine  : Provided 
always,  and  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  as  well  such  as  are  by 
these  presents  appointed  to  be  the  present  governor,  deputy-go- 
vernor, and  assistants  of  the  said  company,  as  those  which  shall 
succeed  them,  and  all  other  officers  to  he  appointed  and  chosen  as 
aforesaid,  shall, 1 before  the  undertaking  the  execution  of  the  said 
offices  and  places  respectively,  give  their  solemn  engagement,  by 
oath  or. otherwise,  for  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties,  in  their  several  offices  ami  places,  before  such  person  or 
persons,  as  are  by  these  presents  hereafter  appointed  to  take  and 
receive  the  Same  ; that  is  to  soy,  the  said  Benedict  Arnold,  who  is 
herein  before  nominated  and  appointed  the  present  governor  of 
the  said  company,  shall  give  (he  aforesaid  engagement,  before  Wil- 
liam Bremen,  or  any  two  of  the  said  assistants  of  the  said  corn  pa- 
ny,  unto  whom  we  do  by  these  presents  give  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  require  and  receive  the  same:  aiid  the  said  William  Bren- 
ton,  who  is  hereby  before  nominated  and  appointed  the  present 
deputy-governor  of  the  said  company,  shall  give  the  aforesaid  en 
pigement  before  the  said  Benedict  Arnold,  or  any  two  of  the  as- 
sistants of  the  said  company,  unto  whom  we  do  by  these  presents, 


taken  into  bur  special  protection)  without  the  knowledge  aftd  con- 
sent of  the  governor  and  company  of  our  colony  of  Rhode-IslaM 
aifd  Providence  Plantations. 

Also  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  unto  alt 
Christian  kings,  princes  and  states,  that  if  any  person  who  shall 
hereafter  be  of  the  said  company  or  plantation,  or  any  other,  by 
appointment  of  the  said  governor  and  company,  lor  the  time  being, 
shall  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  rob  or  spoil,  by  sea  or  land, 
or  do  any  hurt,  or  unlawful  hostility,  to  auy  of  the  subjects  of  usf 
our  heirs  and  successors, or  to  any  ot  the.  subjects  of  any  prince  or 
state,  being  then  in  league  with  iis,  our  heirs' aud  successors:  upon 
complaint  of  such  injury-  done  to  any  such  prince  or  state,  or  their 
subjects,  we,  our  heirs  and  successors,  will  make  open  proclama- 
tion. wit  hi  n any  part  of  pur  realm  of  England,  fit  lor  that  purpose 
•hat  the  person  or  persons  committing  any  such  robbery  or  spoil, 
shall  within  the  time  limited  by  such  proclamation,  make  full  resti- 
tution ov  satisfaction  of  all  such  injuries  done  or  committed,  so  as 
the  said  pijncgbr  others  so  complaining,  may  be  fully  satisfied  and 
contented : and  if  the  said  person  or  persons,  who  shall  commit  any 
such  robbery  or  spoil,  shall  not  make  satisfaction  accordingly, within 
: suca  time  so  to  be  limited,  that  then  we,  our  heirs  and  successors,1 
will  put  such  person  or  persons  oat  of  our  allegiance  and  protect 
jtion:  and  that  then  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful  and  free  for  all 

- princes  ov  others,  to  prosecute  with  hostility  such  offenders,  and 

gtfefull  power  and  authority  to  require  and  receive  the  same  : [every -pf  them,  their  and  every  of  their  procurers,  aiders  aud  abctOi'S  * 
anchhe  eai’d  Wflifttp  .Buu&ipi,  Jbfiij  Pprtty,  fibgor  WilUa&vaufl  ieaosQiorsiu  that  behalf. 
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frQ'ided  also,  and  our  express  wHI  and  pleasure  is.  and  we  do 
dry -these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  ordain  and  ap- 
point, that  these  presents  sbuil  not  in  any  manner  hinder  any  ot 
ot;r  loving  subjects  whatsoever,  from  using  and  exercising  tin-  trade 
Of  fishing  upon  the  coast  of  Ncw-Eugland  in  America  ; hut  that 
they,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  shall  have  full  and  free  power  am: 
liberty  to  continue  and  use  the  trade  of  iishiug  upon  die  said 
coast,  in  any  of  the  seas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  arms  of  the 
sea,  or  salt  water  rivers  and  weeks,  where  they  have  been  accustom- 
ed to  fish  ; ami  to  build  and  set  upon  the  waste  land,  belonging  to 
the  said  colony  and  plantations,  sucli  wharves,  stages  and  work 
houses  as  shall  lie  necessary  for  the  salting,  drying,  and  keeping 
of  their  fish,  to  he  taken  or,  gotten  upon  that  coast. 

And  further,  (or  the  encouragement  of  the  inhabitants  ef  our 
said  colony  of  Providence  Plantation.,  io  set  upon  the  business  of 
taking  whales,  it  shall  he  lawful  for 'them  or  any  of  them,  having 
struck  a whale, dubertus,  or  other  great  fish,  it  or  them  to  pursue 
unto  that  coast,  or  into  any  bay,  river* cove. creek  ot  shore,  belong- 
ing thereto,  and  it  or  them  upon  the  said  coast,  or  in  the  said  hay, 
river,  cove,  creek,  or  shore  belonging  thereto,  to  kill  and  order  for 
the  best  advantage,  without  molestation,  they  making  no  willful 
waste  or  spoil ; any  thing  in  these  presents  contained,  or  any  other 
anattcr  or  thing  to  the  contrary  o w thstiuiding« 

And  fui  tlu  r also,  we  are  graciously  ph  ased,  and  do  hereby  de- 
clare, that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  said  colony  do  set  upon 
the  planting  of  vineyards,  (the  soil  and  climate  both  seeming  natu- 
rally to  concur  to  the  production  of  vines)  or  be  industrious  in  the 
discovery  ol  fishing  banks,  in  or  about  the  said  colony,  we  will,  from 
time  to  time,  give  and  allow'  all  due  and  fitting  encouragement 
therein,  as  to  others  in  cases  of  a like  nature. 

And  further,  of  our  t lore  ample  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
mere  motion,  we  have  given  and  granted,  arid  by  these  presents 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant  unto  the  said 
go  ernor  and  company  of  lh--  English  colony  of  RhodoTsland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  the  Naraganset-bay,  in  New-Etiglaud, 
in  America,  and  to  every  inhabitant  there,  and  to  every  person, 
and  persons,  trading  tbit  her,  and  to  every  such  person  or  persons, 
as  are,  or  shall  be  free  oi  the  said  colony,  full  power  and  authority, 
from  time  to  time,  aud-al  at i times  .".-r  after,  to  take,  slop,  trans- 
port and  carry  away  out  of  any  of  our  realms  and  dominions,  for 
and  towards  the  plantation  and  defence  of  the  said  colony,  such  and 
so  many  of  our  loving  sub  jects,and  stratrgers.as  shall  or  will, willingly 
accompany  them  in  and  to  their  sa  d •oiony  and  plantations,  except 
such  person  or  persons,  as  sire  or  shall  be  th  r in  restrained  by  u , 
our  h»  irs  and  successors,  or  any  law  or  statute  of  this  realm ; and 
also  to  ship  and  transport  all  and  all  manner  of  goods,  chattels, 
merchandize,  and  olln -r  things  whatsoever,  that  are,  or  shall  be  use- 
ful or  necessary  for  the  said  plantations,  and  defence  thereof,  anil 
usually  transported,  and  not  prohibited  by  any  law  or  statute  of 
this  our  real m ; yielding  and  paying  unto*  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, such  duties,  customs  and  subsidies,  as  are  or  ought  to  be 
pain  or  payable  for  die  same. 

And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is.  and  we  do,  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  ordain,  declare,  and  grantpmto  the  said  gover- 
nor and  company,  and  their  successors,  tliatalland  every  the  sub- 
jects of  us,  our  heirs  arid  successors,  which  are  already  planted  and 
settled  within  our  said  colony  of  Providence  Plantations,  or  which 
shall  hi  reafter  go  to  inhabit  within  the  said  colony,  and  all  ami 
«vvry  of  their  children  which  have  been  born  there,  or  which  shall 
happen  hereafter  to  be  born  there,  or  on  the  sea  going  thither,  or 
returning  from  thence,  shall  have  aud  enjoy  all  liberties  ami  im- 
munities of  free  and  natural  subjects,  within  any  of  the  dominions 
/of  us  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  all  intents,  constructions  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever,  as  if  they,  and  every  of  them  were  born  within 
tli-  realm  of  England. 

And  further,  know  ye,  tliat  we,  of  our  more  abundant  grace, 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given,  granted  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do 
give,  grant,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  governor  and  company,  and 
their  successors,  all  that  part  of  our  dominions,  in  New-Engkmd 
in  America,  containing  the  Naliantick  and  Nanhyganset  alias  Nara- 
ganset-bay,  and  countries  and  parts  adjacent,  bounded  on  the  west 
or  westerly,  to  the  middle  or  channel  of  a river  there,  commonly 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Pawcatuck,  alias  Paweawtuek 
river,  and  so  along  the  said  river,  as  the  greater  or  middle  stream 
thereof  stretches  or  lies  up  into  the  north  country,  northward  unto, 
the  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  by  a straight  line  drawn  due- 
north,  until  it  meet  with  the  south  line  of  the  Massachusetts  colo- 
ny ; and  on  the  north  or  northerly,  by  the  aforesaid  south  of  south- 
erly line  of  the  Massachusetts  colony  or  plantation,  and  extending 
towards  the  east  or  eastward!}-, 'three  English  miles',  to  the  east  and 
north-east  of  the  most  eastern  and  north-eastern  parts  bf  the  afore- 
said Narraganset-bay,  as  the  said  bay  lieth  or  extendeth  itself  from 
the  ocean  oh  the  south  or  southwardly,  unto  the  month  of  the  river 
which  runneth  towards  the  town  of  Providence,  and  from  thence 
along  the  eastwardly  side  or  bank  of  the  said  liver,  (higher  called  by 
the  name  of  Seacunck)  up  to  the  falls  called  Patucket  Palls,  being 
the  most  westward!}'  line  of  Plymouth  colony;  anil  so  from  tiie  said 
falls,  in  a straight  line  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  the  aforesaid 
line  of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  and  bounded  on  the  south  by  the 
ocean,  and  in  particular  the  lands  belonging  to  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence, Patuxit,  Warwicke,  Misquammaeock,  alias  Pawcatuck,  and 
the  rest  upon  the  main  land,  in  the  tract  aforesaid,  together  with 
Hhode-Island,  Block-island,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  islands  and  banks 
in  Narraganset-bay,  and  bordering  upon  the  coast  of  the  tract  afore- 
said, (Fisher’s  island  only  excepted)  together  with  all  firm  lands, 
soils,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fishings,  mines  royal, 
and  all  other  mines;  minerals,  precious  stones,  quarries,  woods, 
wood-grounds,  rocks,  slates,  and  all  and  singular  other  commodities, 
jurisdictions,  royalties,  privileges,  franchises,  pre-eminences,  and 
hereditaments  whatsoever,  within  the  said  tract,  bounds,  lands,  and 
islands  aforesaid,  to  them  or  any  of  them  belonging,  or  in  any  wise 
^pertaining— tu  have  and  to  hold, the  same,  uajo  the  said  governor 


and  company,  and  their  ■successors  forever  upon  trust,  for  the  t($e 
and  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  associates,  freemen  of  the  said 
I colony,  tueic  heirs  aud  assigns;  to  be  ho k leu  of  us,  onr  heirs  and 
successors, as  of  the  manor  of  East-Green wich,  in  our  county  ol 
Kent,  in  lice  and  common  socenge,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  ivy 
knight’s  service;— yielding  and  paying  Therefor  to  ms,  our  L.-ir  > and 
successors,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold  and  silver,  which, 
from  time  to  time,  a:*l  a£  ail  times  hereafter,  shall  be  time,  gotten, 
had  or  obtained,  in  lieu  and  satisfaoikm  of  all  services,  duties,  lines, 
forfeiture®,  made  or  to  lie  made,  claims  or  demands  whatsoever,  tt» 
be  to  us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  therefore  or -thereabout  rendered, 
made  or  paid:  any  grant  or  clause  in  a kite  grant  to  the  governor 
and  company  of  Connecticut  colony,  in  America,  flothe  contrary 
thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding;  the  atoresaid  Pawcatuck  river 
having  been  yielded  after  much  debate  tor  the  fixed  ami  cer- 
tain bounds  bet  ween  these  pur  said  colonies,  by  the  agents  thereof, 
who  have  also  agreed,  that  the  said  Pawcatuck  river,  shall  also  lift 
called,  alias  Narogancett  or  Naraganset  ri  ver,  ami  to  prevent  tu- 
ture  disputes  that  otherwise  might  arise  thereby,  forever  hereafter 
shall  be  construed  deemed  aud  taken  to  be  the  Narragancett  river, 
in  our  late  grant  to  Connecticut  colony,  mentioned  as  the  easterly 
bounds  of  that  colony. 

And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of  pub- 
lic controversies,  which  may  fall  out  between  our  colony  of  Provj- 
denee  Plantations,  to  make  their  appeal  iher«  in  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  for  redress  in  such  cases,  within  this  our  realm  ot  Eng- 
land; and  tuat  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  inhabitants  oi  the 
said  colony  of  Providence  plantations,  without  let  or  muirstatiop, 
to  pass  and  repass  with  freedom  into  and  through  the  riist  ot  the 
English  colonies,  upon  their  lawful  and  civil  occasions,  and  to  con- 
verse, and  hold  commerce  and  trade  with  such  of  the  inhabitants 
of  our  other  English  colonies,  as  shall  lie  w illing  to  admit  them 
thereunto,  they  behaving  themselves  peaceably  among  them;  any 
act,  clause,  or  sentence,  in  any  of  the  said  colonies  provided,  or  that 
shall  be  provided,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wist:  notwithstanding. 

And  lastly,  we  do  for  us,  our  hoirs  and  successors,  ordain  and 
grant,  unto  the  said  governor  and  company,  and  their  successors, 
by  these  presents,  that  these  our  letter.;  patents  shall  he  firm, 
good,  effectual,  and  available,  in  all  things  in  the  law,  to  all  intents, 
constructions,  aud  purposes  whatsoever,  according  to  our  true  in- 
tent and  meaning,  herein  before  declared,  and  shall  be  construed, 
reputed  aud  adjudged,  in  all  eases  most  favorable  ori  the  behalf  aud 
for  the  best  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  said  governor,  company,  and 
their  successors,  although  express  mention,  & c.  In  witness,  Sec. 
Witness,  &c.  Per  I/tsum  Regem* 

[The  state  of  lthode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  lias  not 
assumed  a form  of  government  different  from  that  contained 
in  the  foregoing  charter.  For  in  that  the  king  ceded  to  the  gover- 
nor and  company,  all  powers,  legislative,  executive  ami  .judicial 
reserving  to  himself,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  sovereignty,  a 
render  of  the  fifth  part  of  the  gold  aud  silver  ore  that  should  he 
found  within  the  territory.  The  governor,  chief  magistrates,  and 
legislators  are  chosen  by  the  freemen  as  usual,  and  all  judicial  and 
executive  officers  are  annually  elected  by  the  governor  and  compa- 
ny, or  upper  and  loiVer  house  of  assembly.  All  processes,  origi- 
nal and  judicial,  formerly  issued  in  the  king’s  name,  but  they  nosy 
issue  in  the  name  of  the  governor  and  company.  The  oaths  of  al- 
legiance and  of  office  are  made  conformable  to  the  principles  ot 
the  revolution.  The  governor,  in  his  legislative  capacity,  cannot 
give  a iiegativ  ■ to  any  act  of -the  two  houses  ; L>ut,in  common  with 
the  other  magistrates,  has  one  voice  only. 

The  state  is  divided  into  five  Counties,  in  each  of  which  there  is 
a court  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  held 
twice  every  year,  for  the  trial  of  all  causes  not  capital,  that  arise 
within  their  limits ; from  which  an  appeal  lies  to  the  superior 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  jail  delivery,  whose 
jurisdiction  extends  over  the  whole  state,  and  who  also  sit  twice  a 
year  in  each  county.  The  constitution  admits  not  of  religious 
establishments,  any  further  than  depends  upon  the  voluntary 
choice  of  individuals.  All  men  professing  a belief  in  one  Supreme 
Being  arc  equally  protected  by  the  laws;  and  no  particular  sepl 
can  claim  pre-eminence.] 


Connecticut. 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ^CONSTITUTION  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Connecticut  is  divided  into  six  counties,  and  each  county  is  di- 
vided into  a number  of  towns.  Each  town  lias  a right  to  send 
two  representatives  to  the  general  court  of  assembly.  The  general 
court  consists  of  tw  o branches,  called  the  upper  and  lower  house. 
The  upper  house  is  composed  of  the  governor,  deputy  governor, 
and  twelve  assistants  or  counsellors  ; and  the  lower  house,  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  several  tow  ns.  This  court  has  the . side  power  to 
make  and  repeal  lavs,  grant  let  ics,  dispose  of  lands  belonging  to 
the  state,  to  particular  towns  and  persons;  to  erect  and  style  judi- 
catories and  officers,  as  they  shall  see  necessary  for  the  good  go- 
vernment of  the  people;  also  to  call  to  account,  any  court,  magis- 
trate, or  other  officer,  for  misdemeanor  and  mal-adiniuistratiotv, 
and  for  just  cause  may  line,  displace  or  remove  them,  or  deal 
otherwise,' ns  the  nature  *jf  the  ease  shall  require;  and  dealer  act  in 
any  other  matter,  that  concerns  the  good  of  the  state,  except  the 
election  of  governor,  deputy  governor,  assistants,  treasurer  and 
secretary,  which  shall  be  done  by  the  freemen,  at  the  yearly  court 
of  electron,  unless  there  be  any  vacancy,  by  reason  of  death  or 
otherwise,  after  the  election,  which  may  be  filled  up  by  the  gene- 
ral court.  This  court  has  power  also,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to 
them,  to  grant  suspension,  release,  and  jail  delivery  upon  reprieve* 
in  capital  and  criminal  cases.  The  general  court  has  two  stated 
sessions  gnMUrify,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  aud  Oc- 
tober. 


444  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER APPENDIX  TO  VOL.  III. 


The  governor,  or  in  his  absence  the  deputy  governor,  may  call 
the  assembly,  on  sj>ecial  emergencies,  to  tne<-t  at  any  oth-r  time. 
The  governor,  deputy  governor,  assistants,  and  secretary,  are  an- 
nually elected,  on  the  second  Thursday  in  May.  The  represen- 
tatives are  newly  chosen  lor  each  stated  session.  The  judges  and 
justices  are  annually  appointed  by  the  general  court  ; the  same 
persons  are  commonly  re-appointed  from  time  to  time,  during 
their  capacity  to.  serve,  unless  guiltyjof  misbehavior.  The  sheriffs 
are  appointed  by  the  governor  ;uid*  council,  without  .limitation 
pt  time;  but  may  be  superceded  by  the  authority  that  appoints 
then).  Tile  governor,  for  the  time  being,  is  cuptain-genevul  of  the 
militia;  the  deputy  governor,  lieutenant-general ; the  oilier  gene- 
ral ofheers  and  the  field-officers  are  appointed  by  the  general 
court,  and  commissioned  by  the  governor.  The  captains  and  sub- 
alterns are  chosen  by  the  vote  of  the  company  and  householders 
Jiving  within  the  limits  of  the  company ; the  persons  so  chosen 
roust  lie  approved  by  the  general  court,  and  commissioned  by  the 
governor,  before  they  have  power  to  execute  their  office.  All  the 
military  officers  hold  their  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  assem- 
bly; nor  can  they  resign  their  commissions, without  leave  of  the 
captain-general,  under  penalty  of  doing  duty  in  the  ranks,  as 
private  soldiers.  The  mode  of  electing  the  governor,  depu- 
ty governor,  assistants,  treasurer  and  secretary  is,  that  the 
freemen  in  the  several  towns,  meet  on  the  Monday  next  after  the 
» first  Tuesday  in  April,  annually,  (being  the  day  appointed  bylaw 
for  that  purpose,  and  choosing' representatives)  amt  give  in  their 
votes  for  the  persons  they  choose  tor  said  offices  respectively, with 
their  names  w ritten  on  a piece  of  paper,  which  votes  are  recei  ved 
ami  sealed  up  by  a constable,  in  the  freemen’s  meeting— the  votes 
for  each  of  said  offices,  in  a different  paper— writing  on  the  out- 
side the  name  of  the  town  and  the  office  for  which  the  votes  are 
given  in;  ich  are  sent  by  the  representatives  to  the  general 
court,  to  be  held  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May  next  ensuing,  at 
■which  time, after  the  house  of  representatives  have  cliosen  a speak- 
er and  clerk,  a committee  is  chosen  of  members  of  both  houses^  to 
sort  and  count  the  votes,  and  declare  the  names  of  the  persons 
c.  osen  to  said  offic-  s.  Any  freeman,  qualified  to  vote  for  repre- 
sentatives, may  be  elected  to  any  office  in  the  government.  In 
choosing  assistants,  twenty  persons  are  nominated  by  the  votes 
©fthe  freemen,  given  in  at  their  meeting  for  choosing  representa- 
tives in  September  annually,  and  sealed  up  and  sent  to  the  gene- 
ra! court  in  October  then  next : which  are  counted  by  a committee 
of  both  houses,  and  the  twenty  persons  who  have  the  greatest 
number  of  votes,  stand  in  nomination,  out.  of'  which  number  twelve 
are  to  be  chosen  assistants,  by  the  freemen,  the  next  April,  in 
Jammer  afore  described. 

The  qualifications,  requisite  to  entitle  a person  to  vote  in  elec- 
tions of  the  officers  of  government,  are  maturity  in  years,  quiet 
and  peaceable  behavior,  a civil  conversation,  and  forty  shillings 
freehold,  or  forty  pounds  personal  estate ; if  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  certify  a person  qualified  in  those  respects,  he  is  admitted  a 
freeman,  on  his  taking  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  state. 

The  names  of  all  that  are  thus  admitted,  are  enrolled  in  the 
town  clerk’s  office,  and  continue  freemen  during  life,  unless  dis- 
franchised by  a sentence  of  the  superior  court,  on  conviction  of  a 
misdemeanor. 

The  govern  of,  or  in  his  absence,  the  deputy  governor,  in  the 
upper  house — and  the  speaker,  in  the  lower  house  of  assembly, 
have  a casting  voice,  wheii  the  members  of  the  respective  houses 
including  the  governor  and  speaker,  are  equally  divided  in  opinion 
on  any  question. 

There  is  in  this  -state  a superior-  caurt,  consisting  of  one  chief 
judge  and  four  other  judges,  who  have  authority  in  all  criminal 
cases,  extending  to  life,  limb,  and  banishment,  and  to  hear  and  de- 
termine all  civil  actioife,  brought  by  appeal  from  the  county  courts, 
or  on  writs  of  error.  This  court  also  hath  authority  in  all  mat- 
ters of  divorce.  There  are  two  stated  sessions  of  the  superior  court, 
in  each  county- -annually. 

There  are  also  county  courts  held  in  the  several  counties,  con- 
sisting of  one  judge  and  four  justices  of  the  quorum,  who  have 
jurisdiction  in  all  criminal  cases,  arising  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties, where  the  punishment  does  not  extend  to  life,  limb,  or 
banishment  The  county  courts  have  also  original  jurisdic- 
tion, in  all  civil  actions,  wherein  the  demand  exceeds  forty 
Shillings. 

The  superior  an<J  county  courts  try  matters  of  faet , by  a jury 
according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 

Justices  of  the  peace  have  authority  to  hear  and  determine  civil 
aetions,  where  the  amount  does  not  exceed  forty  shillings.  They 
also  have  authority,  in  same  cases  of  a criminal  nature,  punishable 
Iby  fine  not  exceeding  forty  shillings,  or  whipping  not  exceeding 
Hen  stripes,  or  sitting  in  the  stocks. 

This  state  is  also  divided  into  a number  of  probate  districts,  less 
than  counties;  in  each  of  which  is  appointed  a judge,  for  the  pro- 
bate of  wills,  granting  administration  on  intestate  estates,  ap- 
pointing guardians  for  minors,  ordering  distribution  of  intestate 
Restates,  &e.  An  -appeal  jies,  from  any  decree  of  this  court,  to  the 
superior  court. 

The  superior,  county,  and  probate  courts,  appoint  their  res- 
pective cierks. 

The  general  court,  has,  till  very  lately,  heen  the  only  court  of 
chancery  in  this  state.  But  by  a late  law  the  county  courts  de- 
termine matters  of  equity,  from  five  pounds  to  two  hundred 
pounds  value;  the  superior  court  from  two  hundred  to  eight  hun- 
dred pounds  value  ; and  the  general  assembly,  ail  cases  exceeding 
the  last  mentioned  sum. 

(ri!  atternies  at  law  are. admitted  and  sworn  by  the  county  courts; 
there  js  no  attorney-general,  but  there  used  to  be  one  king’s  attor- 
ney in  each  county  ; but  since  the  king  has  abdicated  the  govern- 
juent,  they  are  flow  attornies  to  the  governor  and  company.  j 


Constitution  of  New- York, 

In  Convent  ion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
JVexv-Yoik. 

Kingston,  20th  April,  1 777. 

WHEREAS,  the  many  tyrannies)!  and  oppressive  usurpations 
of  th«  king  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  of  the  American  colonies,  had  reduced  Them 
to  *the>  necessity  of  introducing  a government  by  congress  and 
committees  as  temporary  expedients,  and  to  exist  no  longer  than 
the  grievances  of  therpi  ople  should  remain  without  redress. 

And  whereas,  tin.-  congress  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  did,  on 
thirty-first  day  of  May,  now  Inst  past,  resolve  as  follows,  viz. 

“ Whereas,  the  present  government  of  this  colony,  by  congress 
and  committees,  was  instituted  while  the  former  government,  un- 
der the  crown  of  Grtat  Britain,  existed  in  full  force  ; and  was  esta- 
blished for  the  sole  purpose  of  opposing  the  usurpation  of  the 
British  parliament,  and  was  intended  to  expire  on  a reconciliation 
wiih  Gnat  Britain,  which  it  was  then  apprehended  would  soon 
take  place, but  is  now  considered  as  remote  and  uncertain. 

“ And  whereas,  many  and  great  inconveniences  attended  the 
said  mode  of  government  by  Congress  and  committees,  as  of  ne- 
cessity, in  many  instances,  legislative,  judicial  and  executive  pow- 
ers have  beep  vested  therein,  especially  since  the  dissolution  of  the 
former' government,  by  the  abdication  of  the  late  governor, and  the 
exclusion  of  this  colony  from  the  protection  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain. 

“ Aml/yshcreas , the  continental  congress  did  resolve  as  follow 
etb,  to  wit : 

‘ Whereas,  his  Britannic  majesty,  in  conjunction  with  the  lords 
and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  bv  a late  act  of  parliament, 
excluded  the  inhabitants  of  these  united  colonies  from  tip-  protec- 
tion of  his  crown.  And  w hereas,  no  answer  whatever,  to  the  hum- 
ble  petition  of  the  colonies  for  redress  of  grievances  and  reconcile 
ation  with  Great  Britain,  has  been  or  is  likely-  to  be  given,  but  the 
whole  force  of  that  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to 
fie  exerted  for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these  colonies. 
And  whereas,  it  appears  absolutely  irreconcikable  to  reason  and 
good  conscience,  for  the  people  of  these  colonies,  now  to  take  the 
oaths  and  affirmations  necessary  for  the  support  of  any  govern- 
ment under  the  crown  of  Great  Britain;  and  it  is  necessary  that 
the  exercise  of  every  kind  qf  authority  under  the  said  crown  should 
be  totally  suppressed,  and  all  the  powers  of  government  exerted  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  colonies  for  the  preservation  of 
internal  peace,  virtue  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence 
of  our  lives,  liberties  and  properties,  against  the  hostile  invasions 
and  cruel  depredations  of  our  enemies.  Therefore, 

‘ Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  assemblies 
and  conventions  of  the  united  colonies,  where  no  government  suffi- 
cient to  the  exigencies  oftheir  affairs  has  been  hitherto  establish- 
ed, t o adopt  such  government  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and 
safety  of  their  constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in 
genera!.’ 

“ And  whereas),  doubts,  have  arisen  whether  this  congress  are 
invested  with  sufficient  power  and  authority  to  deliberate  and  de- 
termine on  so  important  a subject  as  the  necessity  of  erecting  and 
constituting  anew  form  of  government  and  internal  police,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  fort  ign  jurisdiction, dominion  and  control  whatever. 
And  whereas,  it . appertains  of  right  solely  to  the  people  of  this 
colony  to  determine  the  said  doubts : Therefore,, 

“ 7?eWverf,That  it  be  recommended  to  the  electors  in  the  several 
counties  in  this  colony,  by  election  in  the  manner  and  form  pre- 
scribed for  the  election  of  the  present  congress,  either  to  author- 
ise (in  addition  to  the  power  vested  in  this  congress)  their  present 
deputies,  or  others  instead  of  their  present  deputies,  or  either  of 
them,  to  take  into  consideration  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  in- 
stituting such  new  government  as  in  and  by  the  said  resolution  of 
the  continental  congress  is  described  mid  recommended  : And  if 
the  majority  of  the  counties  by  their  deputies  in  provincial  coin 
press,  shall  he  of  opinion  that  such  new  government  ought  to  be 
instituted  and  established,  then  to  institute  and  establish  such  a 
government  as  they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  secure  the 
rights,  liberlies  and  happiness  qf  the  good  people  of  tins  cojoiiy  ; 
and  to  continue  in  force  until  a future  peace  with  Great  Britain 
shall  render  the  same  unnecessary.— And, 

“ Resolved  That  the  said  ejections  in  the  several  counties  ought 
to  bejiad  on  such  a day,  and  at  such  place  or  places,  as  hv  the 
committee  of  each  county  respectively  shall  be  determined.  And 
it  is  recommended  to  the  said  committees,  to  fix  such  eayjy  days 
for  the  said  elections,  as  that  all  the  deputies  to  he  elected  have 
sufficient  time  to  repair  to  the  city  of  New-jork,  by  the  second 
Monday  in  July  next;  on  which  day  all  the  said  deputies  ought 
punctually  to  giie  their  attendance; 

“ And  whereas,  the  object  of  the  af  oregoing  resolutions  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  to  the  good  people  of  this  colony: 

Resolved , That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  committees,  freeholders,  and  other  electors  iii  the  dif- 
ferent counties  in  this  colony,  diligently  to  carry  the  same  intq 
execution.” 

And  whereas  the  good  people  of  the  said  colony, in  pursuance  of 
the  said  resolution,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in 
the  members  of  this  convention,  have  appointed,  authorized 
and  empowered  them  for  the  purposes,  and  in  the  manner,  and 
with  the  powers  in  and  by  the  said  resolve  specified,  declared  and 
mentioned. 

And  whereas,  the  delegates  of  the  United  American  States, 
in  general  congress  convened,  did  on  the  fouithdayof  July  novy 
last  past,  solemnly  publish  and  declare,  in  the  words  following. 
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(* Here  follows  the  declaration  of  American  Iiulep  ndenee.] 

Arul  where  ax,  tiiis  convention,  taking  this  declaration  into  their 
Xjjost  serious  consideration,  did  on  the  ninth  day  <>;'  July  last  past, 
unanimously  resolve,  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  continental 
congress, for  declaring  the  United  colonies  tree  and  independent 
states,  are  cogent  and  conclusive;  and  that  while  we  lament  the 
cruel  necessity  which  lias  rendered  that  measure  unavoidable  ; 
V e approve  tile  same,  and  will,  at  the  risque  of  our  lives  and  tor- 
tunes,  join  with  the  other  colonies  in  supporting  it. 

By  virtue  of  which  several  acts,  declarations  and  proceedings 
mentioned  and  contained  in  the  afore-recited  resolves  or  resol  u- 
lions  of  the  gwu  nil  congress  of  the  United  American  states,  anu 
of  the  congress ‘s  or  co  iventinus  «of  this  state,  all  jiower  what- 
ever therein  hath  rev.  rted  to  the  people  thereof,  ami  this  conven- 
tion hath,  hr  their  suffrages  and  free  choice  been  appointed,  and 
among  other  tilings  authorized  to  institute  and  establish  such  a 
government,  as  they  shall  deem  best,  calculated  to  secure  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  good  people  of  this  state,  most  condu- 
cive of  the  happiness  and  safety  ot  their  constituents  ill  particular, 
and  of  America  in  general. 

I.  This  convention,  in  the.  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 


a fair  experiment  be  made,  which  of  those  two  methods  of  voting 
is  to  be  preferred : 

Be  it  ordained,  that  as  soon  a?  may  be  after  the  termination  of 
the  present  war,  between  the  United  States  of*  America  and  Great 
Britain,  an  act  or  acts  be  passed  by  tbe  legislature  of  this  state, 
tor  causing  all  elections  thereafter  to  be  held  in  this  state,  for  sen- 
ators and  represciialives  in  assembly,  to  be  by  ballot,  and  directing 
i/ie  manner  in  which  the  same  shall  be  conducted.  Anti  whereas 
it  is  possible,  that  after  all  the  care  of  the  legislature,  in  framing 
the  said  act  or  acts,  certain  inconveniences  anti  mischiefs  unfore- 
seen at  this  day,  may  be  found  to  attend  the  said  mode  of  electing 
by  ballot  : 

It  is  further  ordained,  that  if,  after  a full  and  fair  experiment 
shall  be  made  of  voting  by  ballot  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  found 
less  conducive  to  the  safety  or  interest  of  the  state,  than  the  me- 
thod of  voting  viva  voce , it  shall  be  lawful  and  constitutional  for 
the  legislature  to  abolish  the  same;  provided,  two-thirds  of  tin 
members  present  in  each  house  respectively,  shall  concur  therein  : 
and  further,  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  and 
until  the  legislature  of  this  state  shall  provide  for  the  election  of 
senators  and  representatives  in  assembly,  by  ballot,  the  said  elec- 


good  p.  ople  of  this  state, doth  ordain,  determine  and  declare,  that  tions  shall  lie  made  viva  voce. 

)to  authority  shall,  on  any  imtence  whatever,  be  exercised  over  VII.  That  every  male  inhabitant  of  full  age,  who  shall  hnvr> 
file  people  or  members  of  this  state,  but  such  as  shall  be  derived  personally  resided  within  one  of*  the  counties  of  this  state  tor  six 
from  and  granted  by  them.  months  immediately  preceding  the  day  of  election,  shall  at  such 

II.  Tiiis  convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by  the  antlvori- 1 election,  he  entitled  to  vote  for  representatives  of  the  said  county 
tv  of  the  good  people  of  tiiis  state,  ordain,  determine,  and  declare  j in  assembly  ; if,  during  tbe  time  aforesaid,  he  shall  Lave  been  n 
that  the  supreme  legislative  power,  within  this  state,  shall  be  vest-  freeholder,  possessing  a freehold  of  the  value  of  tw  enty  pounds 
ed  in  two  separate  and  distinct  bodies  of  men— the  one  to  be  called,  within  the  said  county,  or  have  rented  a tenement  therein  of  the 


the  assembly  ot  the  State  of  New- York— the  other  to  be  called,  the 
senate  of  the  State  of  New- York— who  together  shall  form  the  le- 
gislature, and  meet  once  at  least  in  every  year  for  the  despatch  of 
business. 

III.  Ami  whereas,  laws,  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  this  consti- 
tution, or  with  the  public  good,  may  he  hastil;  and  unadvisedly 
passed  : be  it  ordained,  that  the  governor  tar  the  time  being,  the 
chancellor,  and  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court— or  any  two  of 
them,  together  with  the  governor— shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  con- 
stituted a council  to  revise  all  bills  about  to  be  passed  into  laws  by 
the  legislature ; and  for  that  purpose  shall  assemble  themselves 
from  time  to  time,  when  the  legislature  shall  be  convened:  for, 
which,  nevertheless,  they  shajll  not  receive  any  salary  or  considera- 
tion, under  any  pretence  whatever.  And  that  all  bills,  which  have 
passed  the  senate  and  assembly,  shall,  before  they  become  laws,  be 
presented  to  the  said  council,  for  their  revisal  and  consideration : 
and  if,  upon  such  revision  and  consideration,  it  should  appear  im- 
proper to  the  said  council,  or  a majority  of  them,  that  the  said  bill 
should  become  a law  of  this  state, that  they  return  the  same, together 
with  their  objections  thereto  in  writing,  to  the  senate  or  house  of 
assembly  (in  whichsoever  tbe  same  shall  have  originated)  who  shall 
enter  the  objections,  set  down  by  the  council,  at  large  in  their 
minutes,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  the  said  bill.  But  it,  after 
such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  the  said  senate  or  house  of  as- 
sembly shall,  notwithstanding  the  said  objections,  agree  to  pass 
the  same,  it  shall,  together  w ith  the  objections,  he  sent  to  the 
Other  branch  ofj.ie  legislature  where  it  shall  also  t e reconsidered, 
and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  shall  be  a 
law. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delays,  be  it  further 
ordained,  that  if  any  hill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  council 
>vithin  ten  days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented,  the  same  shall 
be  a law,  unless  the  legislature  shall,  by  their  adjournment,  render 
a return  of  the  said  bill,  within  ten  days,  impracticable;  in  which 
case,  tiie  bill  shall  be  returned  on  the  "first  day  of  the  meeting  of 
the  legislature,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  ten  days. 

IV.  That  the  assembly  shall  consist  of  at  least  seventy  members, 
to  be  annually  chosen  in  the  several  counties,  in  the  proportion, 
following,  viz. 

Tor  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  nine. 

The  city  and  county  of  Albany,  ten. 

The  county  of  Duchess, seven. 

The  county  of  Westchester,  szax 

The  comity  of  Ulster,  star. 

The  county  of  Suffolk, ^'ve. 

'J'lie  county  of  Queens,  four. 

The  county  of  Orange, /our. 

The  county  of  Kings,  two. 

The  county  of  Richmond,  two. 

The  county  of  Tryon,  six. 

The  county  ot  Charlotte,  four. 

The  county  of  Cumberland,  three. 

The  county  of  Gloucester,  two. 

V.  That  as  soon"  after  the  expiration  of  seven  years  (subsequent 

to  the  termination  of  the  present  war)  as  may  be,  a census  of  the 
electors  and  inhabitants  of  tiiis  state,  shall  be*  taken  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  legislature.  And  if,  on  such  census,  it  shall  appear 
That  the  number  of  representatives  in  assembly,  from  tbe  said 
counties,  is  not  justly  proportioned  to  the  number  of  electors  in 
said  counties  respectively,  that  the  legislature  do  adjust  and  appor- 
tion the  same  by  that  rule. -And  further,  that  once 

in  every  seven  years,  after  the  taking  of  the  said  first  census, 
a just  account  of  the  electors,  resident  in  each  county  shall 
be  taken : and  if  it  shall  thereupon  appear  that  the  number 
of  electors  in  any  county,  shall  have  increased  or  diminished  one 
or  more  seventieth  parts  of  the  whole  number  of  electors,  which,  on 
the  said  first  census,  shall  be  found  in  this  state,  the  number  of 
representatives  for  such  county  shall  be  increased  or  diminished 
accordingly— that  is  so  say,  one  representative  for  every  seventieth 
part  aforesaid. 

VI.  And  whereas,  an  opinion  hath  long  prevailed,  among  divers 
of  thegood  people  of  this  state,  that  voting  at  elections  by  ballot, 
would  tend  more  to  preserve  the  liberty  and  equal  "freedom 

Jsf  the  people,  than  voting  vivp  voce  'JJ « the  end,  therefore,  that 


county, 

yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  and  been  rated  and  actually  paid 
taxes  to  this  state;  provided  always,  that  ever)'  person  who 
now  is  a freeman  of  the  city  of  Albany,  or  who  was  made  a freeman 
of  the  city  of  New- York,  on  or  before  the  fourteenth  day  of  Octo- 
ber in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se, 
venty-five,  and  shall  be  actually  and  usually  resident  in  the  saitt 
cities  respectively,  shall  he  entitled  to  vote  "for  representatives  in 
assembly  within  his  said  place  of  residence. 

VIII.  That  every  elector,  before  he  is  admitted  to  vote,  shall,  if* 
required  by  the  returning  officer,  »r  either  of  the  inspectors,  lake 
an  oath,  or,  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  an  affirmation  of  ab 
legianee  to  the  state. 

IX.  That  the  assembly,  thus  constituted,  shall  choose  their  own 
speaker,  lie  judges  of  theirown  member*,  atid  en  joy  the  same  pri- 
vileges. and  proceed  in  doing  business  in  like  manner  as  the  assem- 
blies  of  the  colony  of  New-York  of  right  formerly  did;  and  that  a 
majority  of  the  said  members  shall,  from  time  to  time,  constitute 
a house  to  proceed  upon  business. 

X.  And  this  convention  doth  furthei*,  in  the  name  and  by  the. 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  tiiis  state,  ordain,  determine, and 
declare,  that  the  senate  of  the  state  of  New-York  shall  consist  of 
twenty-four  freeholders,  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  body  of  the  free- 
holders, and  that  they  be  chosen  by  tbe  freeholders  of  this  state,  pos- 
sessed of  freeholds  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  over  and 
above  all  debts  charged  thereon. 

XI.  That  the  members  of  the  senate  be  elected  for  four  years, 
and,  immediately  after  the  first  election,  they  be  divided  by  lot  into 
lour  classes,  six  in  each  class,  and  numbered  one,  two,  three, four 
that  the  seats  of  the  members  ef  the  first  class,  shall  be  vacated  ag 
the  expiration  of  tbe  first  year,  the  second  class  tbe  second  year, 
and  so  on  continually;  to  the" end,  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  senate, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  may  he  annually  chosen. 

XII.  That  the  election  of  senators,  shall  be  after  this  manner: 
that  so  much  of  this  state  as  is  now  parodied  into  counties,  be 
divided  into  four  great  districts ; the  southern  district  to  compre- 
hend the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  Suffolk,  Westchester, 
Kings,  Queens,  and  Richmond  counties;  the  middle  district  to  com- 
prehend the  counties  of  Dutchess,  Ulster,  and  Orange  ; the  western 
district  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  and  Tryon  county;  and  the 
eastern  district  the  counties  of  Charlotte,  Cumberland  and  Glou- 
cester. That  the  senators  shall  be  elected  by  the  freeholders  of 
the  said  districts,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  in  the  proportions  follow- 
ing, to  wit : in  the  southern  district,  nine ; in  the  middle  district, 
six  ; in  the  western  district,  six;  and  in  the  eastern  district,  three. 
And  be  it  ordained,  thac  a census  shall  he  taken  as  soon  as  may 
be,  after  the  expiration  of  seven  years  from  the  termination  of  the 
present  war,  under  the  direction  of  the  legislature:  and  if,  on  such 
census,  it  shall  appear  that  the  number  of  senators  is  not  justly 
proportioned  to  the  several  districts,  that  the  legislature  adjust  the 
proportion,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  number  of  freeholders  quali- 
fied as  aforesaid  in  each  district.  That  when  the  number  of  elec- 
tors  within  any  of  the  said  districts  shall  have  increased  one  twen- 
ty-fourth part  of  the  whole  number  ot*  electors  which  by  the  said 
census  shall  he  found  to  be  in  this  state,  an  additional  senator  shaU, 
be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  such  district.  That  a majority  of  the 
number  of  senators  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  necessary  to 
constitute  a senate  sufficient  to  proceed  upon  business;  and  that 
the  senate  shall,  in  like  manner  with  the  assembly,  be  the  judgi  s 
of  its  own  members.  And  be  it  ordained,  that  it  shall  be  in  the 
power  of*  the  future  legislature  of  this  state,  for  the  convenience 
and  advantage  of  thegood  people  thereof,  to  divide  the  same  into 
such  further  and  other  counties  and  districts,  as  shall  to  them  aj>- 
pear  necessary. 

XIII.  And  this  convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  state,  ordain,  determine,  ami 
declare,  that  no  member  of  this  state  shall  be  disfranchised,  or  de 
prived  of* any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  secured  to  tbe  subjects  ot* 
this  state  by  this  constitution,  unless  by  the  law  of  the  land  or  the 
judgment  of  his  peers. 

XIV.  That  neither  the  assembly  nor  tbe  senate  shall  have  the. 
power  to  adjourn  themselves  for  any  longer  time  than  two  days 
without  the  mutual  consent  of  both. 

XV.  That  whenever  the  assembly  and  senate  disagree,  a con- 
ference ahull  be  held' in  the  presence  of  both,  and  be  managed  by 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— APPEN DIX  TO  VOL.  Ill 


44?6 


rommittees,  to  be  Try  them  respectively  chosen  by  ballot.  Thattbe 
doors,  both  of  the  assembly  and  tlie  senate  shall  at  all  times  be 
kept  open  to  all  persons,  except  when  the  welfare  of  the  state  shall 
require  their  debates  to  be  kept  secret.  And  the  journals  of  al!| 
their  proceedings  shall  be  kept  in  the  manner  heretofore  accustom- 
ed by  the  general  assembly  of  the  eolndty  of  New-York;  and,  ex- 
cept such  parts  as  thev  shall  as  aforesaid  respectively  determine 
not  to  make  public,  be  from  day  to  day,  if  the  business  of  the  legis- 
lature will  permit,  published. 

XVI.  It  is  nevertheless  provided  that  the  number  of  senators 
shall  never  exceed  one  hundred  ; but  that  whenever  the  number  of 
senators  shall  amount  to  one  hundred,  or  of  the  assembly  to  three 
hundred,  then  and  in  such  case  the  legislature  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  thereafter,  by  laws  tor  that  purpose,  apportion  and  distribute 
the  said  one  hundred  senators  and  three  hundred  representatives 
among  the  great  districts  and  counties  of  this  state,  in  proportion 
to  tho  number  of  their  respective  electors,  so  that  the  representa- 
tion of  the  good  people  of  this  state, both  in  the  senate  and  assem- 
bly, shall  forever  remain  proportionate  and  adequate. 

XVII.  And  this  convention  doth  f#ther,  in  the  name  and  by 

the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  slate,  ordain,  determine, 
and  declare,  that  the  supreme  executive  power  and  authority  of 
this  state,  shall  be  vested  in  a governor ; and  that  statedly,  once  in 
every  three  years,  and  as  often  as  the  seat  of  government  shall  be- 
come vacant,  a wise  and  discreet  freeholder  of  this  state  shall  be, 
by  ballot,  elected  governor  by  the  freeholders  of  this  state,  qualifi- 
ed as  before  described  to  elect  senators,  which  elections  shall  be 
always  held  at  the  times  and  places  of  choosing  representatives  in 
assembly  for  each  respective  county  ; and  that  the  person  who  hath 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  within  the  said  stale,  shall  be  governor 
thereof.  , „ _ 

XVIII.  That  the  governor  shall  continue  in  office  three  years, 
and  shall,  by  virtue  of  Ins  office, he  general . and  .-commander  .in 
chief  of  all  the  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  this  state;  that, 
be  shall  have  power  to  convene  the  assembly  and  senate  on  extra- 
ordinary occasions;  to  prorogue  them  from  time  to  time,  provided 
such  prorogations  shall  not  exceed  sixty  days  in  the  space  of  any 
ope  year;  and,  at  Iris  discretion  to  grant  reprieves  ami  pardons  to 
persons  convicted  of  crimes  other  than  treason  or  murder,  in 
.which  he  may  suspend  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  until  it  shall 
be  reported  to  the  legislature  at  their  subsequent  meeting;  and 
they  shall  either  pardon,  or  direct  the  execution  of  the  criminal, 
cr  grant  a further  reprieve. 

XIX.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  inform  the 
legislature  at  everv  session  of  the  condition  of  the  state,  so  far  as 
anay  respect  his  department;  to  recommend  such  matters  to  their 
■consideration  as  shall  apf>>  nr  to  him  to  concern  its  good  government, 
welfare,  and  prosperity;  to  correspond  with  the  continental  con- 
gress, and  other  states," to  transact  all  necessary  business  with  the 
officers  of  government,  civil  and  military,  to  take  cave  that  the 
Siws  are  faitlifuliy  executed,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  ; and  to  ex- 
jttdite  all  such  measures  as  may  be  resolved  upon  by  the  le- 
gislature. 

XX.  That  a lieutenant-governor  shall,  at  every  election  or  a 
governor,  and  as  often  as  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  die,  re- 
sign, or  be  removed  from  office,  be  elected  in  the  same  manner 
with  the  governor,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  next  election  of 
a govern  or,  and  such  lieutenant-governor  shall,  by  virtue  of  his 
office,  be  president  of  the  senate,  and  upon  an  equal  division, 
Slave  a casting  voice  in  their  decisions,  but  not  vote  on  any  other 
occasion. 

And  in  ease  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor,  or  Ins  removal 
from  office,  death,  resignation  or  absence  from  the  state,  tlie  lieu- 
tenant governor  shall  exercise  all  the  power  and  authority  apper- 
taining to  the  office  of  governor,  until  another  be' chosen,  or  the 
governor  absent  or  impeached,  shall  return  or  be  acquitted.  Pro- 
Tided,  that  where  the  governor  shall,  wit! i the  consent  of  the  le- 
gislature, be  out  of  the  state,  in  time  of  war,  at  the  head  of  theinili- 
Zary  Force  thereof,  he  shall  still  continue  in  his  command  of  all  the 
military  force  of  the  state  both  by  sea  and  land. 

XXI.  That  whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by 
the  lieutenant-governor,  or  he  si  .ail  be  unable  to  attend  as  presi- 
dent of  tlie  senate,  the  senators  shall  have  power  to  elect  one  of 
their  own  members  to  the  office  of  president  of  the  senate,  which 
lie  shall  exercise  pro  hac  vice . And  if,  during  such  vacancy  of  the 
office  of  governor,  the  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  impeached,  dis- 
placed, resign,  die,  or  be  absent  from  the  state,  the  president  of  the 
senate  shall,  in  like  manner  as  tlie  lieutenant-governor,  adminis- 
ter the  government,  until  others  shall  be  elected  by  the  suffrage  of 
the  people,  at  the  succeeding  election. 

XXII.  And  this  convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  state,  ordain,  determine, 
and  declare," that  the  treasurer  of  this  state  shall  be  appointed  by 
act  of  the  legislature ; to  originate  with  tlie  assembly  : provided 
that  he  shall  not  be  elected  out  of  either  branch  of  the  legislature. 

XXIII.  That  all  officers,  other  than  those,  who,  by  this  constitu- 
tion, are  directed  to  be  otherwise  appointed,  shall  be  appointed 
in  the  manner  f ollowing,  to  wit : The  assembly  shall,  once  in  every 
year,  openly  nominate  and  appoint  one  of  the  senators  from  each 
great  district,  which  senators  shall  form  a council,  for  the  appoint, 
snent  of  the  said  officers,  of  which  the  governor  for  the  time  be- 
jug,  or  the  lieutenant-governor,  or  the  president  of  the  senate, 
(when  they  shall  respectively  administer  the  government)  shall 
be  president,  and  have  a easting  voice,  but  no  other  vote—  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  council,  shall  appoint  all  the 
said  officers;  and  that  a majority  of  the  said  council  be  a quo- 
rum; and  further,  the  said  senators  shall  not  be  eligible  to  the  said 
council  f or  two  years  successively. 

XXIV.  That  all  military  officers  be  appointed  during  pleasure  ; 
that  all  commissioned  officers,  civil  and  military,  be  commissioned 
by  the  governor;  and  thattbe  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  and  first  judge  of  the  scanty  <?ourt  in  eyery  county, 


hold  tlieir  offices  during  good  behavior,  or  til)  they  have  respec- 
tively attained  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

XXV.  That  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
shall  not,  at  the  same  tithe,  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of 
drlegate  to  tlie  general  congress  upon  special  occasions ; and  that 
the  first  judges  of  the  county  courts,  in  the  several  counties,  shall 
not  at  tlie  same  time,  h.-dd  any  other  office  excepting  that  of  sena- 
tor, or  delegate  to  i he  genera!  congress.  But  if  the  chancellor, 
or  either  of  tlie  said  judges,  beelectrd  or  appointed  to  any  other 
office,  excepting  as  before  excepted,  it  shall  be  at  his  option  in 
which  to  serve. 

XXVI.  That  the  sheriffs  and  coroners  he  .annually  appointed  : 
and  that  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  bolding  either  oi  the  said 
offices  more  than  four  years  successively;  nor  tlie  sheriffs  of  hold- 
ing any  other  office  at  "the  same  time. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  thattbe  register,  ami  clerk? 
in  chancery,  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor ; the  clerk?  of  the  su- 
preme court  by  the  judges  of  the  said  court;  the  ci**rk  of  the  court 
of  probate,  by  the  judge  of  the  said  court;  ami  th*  register  and 
marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  by  the  judge  of  the  admiralty - 
The  said  marshal, registers,  and  clerxs  to  continue  in  office, during 
tlie  pleasure  of  those,  by  whom  they  arc  to  be  appointed,  as  afore- 
said. 

And  that  all  attornirs,  solicitors,  and  counsellors  at  law,  hereaf- 
ter to  lie  appointed, he  appointed  by  the  court,' and  licenced  by 
the  first  judge  of  the  court,  in  which  they  shall  respectively 
plead  or  practice;  and  be  regulated  by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
said  courts. 

XXVIII.  And  lie  it  further  ordained,  that  where,  by  this  con- 
vention, the  duration  of  any  office  shall  not  be  ascertained,  such 
office  shall  be  construed  to  be  held  during  the  pleasure  of  tlie 
council  of  appointment;  Provided  that  new  commissions  shall  be 
issued  to  judges  of  the  county  courts  (other  than  to  the  first 
judge)  and  to  justices  of  the  peace  once  at  hast  in  every  three 
years. 

XXIX.  That  town  clerks,  supervisors,  assessors,  constables, 
collectors,  and  all  other  officers,  heretofore  eligible  by  the  people, 
shall  always  conti  line  to  he  so  eligible,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  present  or  future  acts  of  the  legislature. 

That  loan-officers,  county-treasurers,  and  clerks  of  the  su- 
pervisors, continue  to  Ik:  appointed  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
present  or  future  acts  of  the  legislature. 

That  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  tho  geueral  congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  be  annually  appointed  as  follows,  to 
wit:  The  senate  and  assembly  shall  each  openly  nominate  as  many 
persons  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  delegates  to  be 
appointed;  after  which  nomination,  they  shall  meet  together,  and 
those  persons, named  in  both  lists,  shall  be  delegates;  and  out  of 
those  persons  whose  name?  are  not  in  both  lists,  one  half  sball  be 
chosen  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  members  of  assem- 
bly, so  met  together  as  aforesaid. 

XXX.  That  the  stylo  of  all  laws  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : “Be 
it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York  represented 
in  senate  and  assembly:”  And  that  all  writs  and  other  proceedings 
shall  run  in  the  name  of  The  people  of  the  state  of  Nero-York,  and 
be  tested  in  the  name  of  tlie  chancellor  or  chief  justice  of  the 
court,  from  whence  they  shall  issue. 

XXXII.  And  this  convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  tlie  good  people  of  this  state,  orelain,  determine 
and  declare,  that  a court  shall  be  instituted,  for  tin*  trial  of  im- 
peachments, and  the  correction  of  errors,  under  the  regulations 
which  shall  be  established  by  the  legislature;  and  to  consist  of  the 
president  of  the  senate,  for  the  time  being;  and  the  senators,  chan- 
cellor and  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  the  ma  jor  part  of  them: 
except  that  whyn  an  impeachment  shall  be  prosecuted  against  the 
chancellor,  or  either  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the  person 
so  impeached,  shall  be  suspended  from  exercising  his  office,  until 
his  acquittal  : and  in  like  manner,  when  an  appeal,  from  a decree 
in  equity,  shall  be  heard,  the  chancellor  shall  inform  the  court  of 
the  reasons  of  his  decree,  but  shall  not  have  a voice  in  the  final  sen- 
tence. And  if  the  cause  to  he  determined  shall  be  brought  up  by 
writ  of  error,  on  a question  of  law,  on  a judgment  in  the  supreme 
court,  the  judges  of  that  court  shall  assign  the  reasons  of  such 
their  judgment,  but  shall  not  have  a voice  for  its  affirmance  or 
reversal. 

XXXIII.  That  the  power  of  impeaching  all  officers  of  the 
state, formal  and  corrupt  conduct  in  their  respective  offices,  be 
vested  in  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  assembly  ; but  that 
it  shall  always  he  necessary,  that  tw  o-third  parts  of  tire  members 
present  shall  consent  to  and  agree  in  such  impeachment.  That 
previous  to  the  trial  of  every  impeachment,  the  members  of  the 
said  court  .shall  respectively  he  sworn,  truly  and  impartially  to  try 
and  determine  the  charge  in  question,  according  to  evidence;  and 
that  no  judgment  of  the  said  court  shall  Ik*  valid, unless  it  he  assented 
to  by  twp-third  parts  of  the  members  then  preset  it;nov  shall  it  extend 
further  than  to  removal- from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  place  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  state. 
But  the  party  so  convicted,  shall  he,  nevertheless,  liable  and  su)e 
jeetto  indictment,  trial,  judgment  and  punishment,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  land. 

XXXIV.  And  it  is  further  ordained,  that  in  every  trial  on 
impeachment,  or  indictment  for  crimes  or  misdemeanor,  the 
party  impeached  or  indicted,  shall  be  allowed  council,  as  in  civil 
actions. 

XXXV.  Ami  this  convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  state,  ordain,  determine, 
and  declare,"  that  such  parts  of  the  common  law  of  England,  and 
of  tlie  statute  law*  of  England  and  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
acts  of  tlie  legislature  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  as  toge- 
ther did  form  the  law  of  the  of  said  colony  on  the  19ll>  of  April, 
in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy* 
five,  shall  he  and  continue  the  law  of  this  state,  subject  to  such  al- 
terations and  provisions  as  the  legislature  of  this  state  shall,  from 
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time  to  time,  make  concerning  the  same.  That  such  of  the  said 
&tts  as  are  temporary,  shall  expire  at  the  times  limited  for  tlieit* 
duration  respectively.  Tit  at  alt  such  parts  of  the  said  coinmon- 
iaw,  at  id  all  such  of  the  said  statutes,  and  acts  aforesaid,  or  parts 
thereof,  as  may  he  construed  to  establish  or  maintain  any  particu- 
lar denomination  of  Christians  or  their  ministers,  or  concerning 
The  all*  giance  heretofore  yielded  to,  and  the  supremacy,  sovereign- 
ty, government  or  prerogatives  claimed  or  exercised  by  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  and  his  predecessors,  over  the  colony  of  New  York,, 
or  its  inhabitants,  or  are  repugnant  to  this  constitution— be,  and 
they  hereby  ave.  abrogated  and  rejected.  And  this  convention 
doth  further  ordain,  that  the  resolves  or  resolutions  of  the 
congress  of  the  colony  of  New -York,  and  of  the  convention  of 
the  state  of  New- Yorlc,  now  in  force,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  go- 
vernment, established  by  this  constitution,  shall  be  considered  as 
making  part  ol  the  laws  of  this  state;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  such 
alterations  and  provisions  as  the  legislature  of  this  state  may, 
from  time  to  time,  make  concerning  the  same. 

XXXVI.  And  he  it  further  ordained,  that  all  grants  of  lands 
within  this  state,  made  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  or  persons 
acting  under  his  authority,  after  the  fourteenth  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  seventy-five  shall  be  null  and  void  : 
hut  that  nothing  in  this  constitution  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  affect  any  grants  of  land  within  this  state,  made  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  said  king  or  his  predecessors,  or  to  annul  any  charters 
to  bodies  politic,  by  him  or  them,  or  any  of  them,  made  prior  to 
that  day.  And  that  none  of  the  said  charters  shall  be  adjudged  to 
be  void,  by  reason  of  any  nonuser,  or  misuser  of  any  of  their  res- 
pective rights  or  privileges,  between  the  nineteenth  day  of  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five, and  the  publication  of  this  constitution.  And  further,  that  all 
such  of  the  officers,  described  in  the  said  charters  respectively,  as, 
by  the  terms  of  the  said  charters,  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor of  the  colony  of  New-York,  with  or  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  council  of  the  said  king,  in  the  said  colony,  shall 
henceforth  be  appointed  by  the  council  established  by  this  consti- 
tution, for  the  appointment  of  officers  in  this  state, until  otherwise 
directed  by  the  legislature. 

XXXVlI.  And  whereas,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  safety 
of  this  state,  that  peace  and  amity  with  the  Indians  within  the 
same  lie  at  all  times  supported  and  maintained  : and  whereas, 
the  frauds,  yio  often  practised  towards  the  said  Indians,  in  con- 
tracts madeTor  their  lands,  have,  in  divers  instances,  been  produc- 
tive of  dangerous  discontents  and  animosities  : lie  it  ordained, 
that  no  purchases  or  Contracts  for  the  sale  of  lands,  made  siuce  the 
fourteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy -five,  or  which  hereafter  may  be 
made  wit  ii  or  of  the  said  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  this  state, 
shall  be  binding  on  the  said  Indians,  or  deemed  valid,  unless  made 
under  the  authority,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of 
this  state. 

XXXVIII.  And  whereas  we  are  required,  by  the  benevolent 
principles  of  rational  liberty,  not  only  to  expel  civil  tyranny,  but 
also  to  guard 'against  i bat  spiritual  oppression  and  intolerance 
wherewith  the  bigotry  and  ambition  of  weak  and  wicked  priests 
and  princes  have  scourged  mankind:  this  convention  doth  further, 
in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  state, 
ordain,  determine,  and  declare,  that  the  free  exercise  and  enjoy- 
ment of  religious  profession  and  worship,  without  discrimination 
or  preference,  shall,  forever  hereafter  be  allowed  within  this  state 
to  all  mankind : Provided  that  the  liberty  of  conscience  hereby 
granted  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentious- 
ness, cr  justify  practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety  of 
this  state. 


naturalize  all  such  jiersons,  and  in  suck  manner  as  they  shall  think 
proper;  provided  all  such  of  the  persons,  so  to  be  by  them  i vat  Dua- 
lized, as  being  born  in  parts  beyond  sea,  and  out  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  shall  come  to  settle  in,  and  become  subjects  «f 
tbis  state,  shall  take  tin  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  state,  ami  abjure 
and  renounce  all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  ail  and  every  foreign 
king,  prince, potentate,  and  state,  in  all  matters,  ecclesiastical,  as 
well  as  civil.  By  order, 

LEONARD  GANSEVOORT, 

Pree.pro  tempore: 


XXXIX.  And  whereas  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  are,  by  their  the  first  class 


profession,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  and  the  care 
of  souls,  and  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties 
of  their  function;  therefore  no  minister  of  the  gospel,  or  priest 
of  any  denomination  whatsoever,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  un- 
der any  pretence  or  description  whatever,  be  eligible  to,  or  capa- 
ble of,  holding  any  civil  or  military  office  or  place,  within  this 
state. 

XL.  And  whereas,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  safety 
of  every  state  that  it  should  always  be  in  a condition  of  defence ; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  very  man  w.to  enjoys  the  protection  of  socie- 
ty, to  he  prepared  and  willing  to  defend  it ; this  convention,  there- 
fore, in  the  name  and  by  tluj  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this 
state,  doth  ordain,  <h  tennine  and  declare,  that  the  militia  of  this 
state,  at  all  times  herea  t r.  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  shall  be 
armed  ,and  disciplined,  and  in  readiness  for  service.  That  all  such 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  (being  of  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers) as,  From  the  scruples  of  conscience,  may  he  averse  to  the  bear- 
ing of  arms,  be  therefrom  excused  by  tne  legislature ; and  do  pay 
to  the  state,  such  sums  of  money,  in  lieu  of  their  personal  ser- 
vice, as  the  same  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  legislature,  be  worth: 
And  that  a proper  magazine  of  warlike  storey,  proportionate  to 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  be  forever  hereafter,  at  the  expence 
of  this  state,  and  by  acts  of  the  legislature,  established,  maintain- 
ed, and  continued  in  every  county  In  this  state. 

XLI.  And  this  convention'  doth  further  ordain,  determine  aud 
declare,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  ofthe  good  people  of  this 
state,  that  trial  by  jury,  in  all  cases  in  which  it  hath  heretofore  been 
used  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  shall  be  established  aud  remain 
inviolate  forever.  And  that  no  acts  of  attainder  shall  be  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  this  state,  for  crimes,  other  than  those  commit- 
ted before  the  termination  of  the  present  war  ; and  that  .such  acts 
shall  not  work  a corruption  of  blood.  Aiid  further,  that  the  legis- 
lature of  this  state  shall,  at  no  time  hereafter,  institute  any  new 
court  or  courts,  but  such  as  shall  proceed  according  to  the  course 
Of  the  common  law. 

XLII.  And  this  convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  tlu$  state,  ordain,  determine 
deplore  tUat.iC^haU  Item  the  camion  <<f  fly;  to 


AMENDMENTS. 

IX  CONVENTION  OF  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THE  STATK 
OF  NEW-YORK. 

Albany , October  27,  1801. 

WHEREAS  the  legislature  of  this  state,  by  their  act  passed  the. 
sixth  day  of  April  test,  did  propose  to  the  citizens  of  this  state  to- 
elect  by  ballot  delegates  to  meet  in  convention  “for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  parts  of  the  constitution  ol  this  state  respect- 
ing the  number  of  senators  and  members  of  assembly  in  this  state, 
and  with  power  to  reduce  and  limit  the  number  of  them  as  the 
said  convention  might  deem  proper : aud  also  tor  the  purpose  of 
considering  and  determining  the  true  construction  ofthe  twenty- 
third  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  relative  to  tlie  right 
of  nomination  to  office  :— 

And  whereas  the  people  of  this  state  have  elected  the  members 
of  this  convention  for  the  purpose  above  expressed ; and  this  con- 
vention having  maturely  considered  the  subject  thus  submitted  tp 
their  determination,  do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  ordain,  determine  and  declare: 

I.  That  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  assembly  hereafter 
to  be  elected  shall  be  one  hundred,  and  shall  never  exceed  one 
hundred  and  fifty. 

II.  That  the  legislature  at  their  next  session  shall  apportion  the 
said  one  hundred  members  of  the  assembly  among  the  several 
counties  of  this  state,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  according  to  the  num- 
ber ol  electors  which  shall  lie  found  to  be  in  each  eounty  by  the 
census  directed  to  be  taken  in  the  present  year. 

III.  l'hat  from  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  the  number  ofthe 
senators  shall  be  permanently  thirty-two,  and  that  the  present  num- 
ber of  senators  shall  be  reduced  to  thirty-two  in  the  following  mam 
ner,  tlrat  is  to  say :— The  seats  of  the  eleven  senators  composing 
the  first  class,  whose  time  of  service  will  expire  on  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next,  shall  not  be  filled  up  ; and  out  of  the  se- 
cond class  the  seats  of  one  senator  from  the  middle  district  and  of 
one  senator  from  the  southern  district  shall  be  vacated  by  the  se- 
nators of  those  distiicts  belonging  to  that  class  casting  lots  amour 
themselves  ; out  ofthe  third  class,  the  seats  of  two  senators  from 
the  noddle  district,  and  of  one  senator  from  the  eastern  district 
shall  be  vacated  in  the  same  manner ; out  ofthe  fourth  class.the  seats 
of  one  senator  front  the  middle  district,  of  one  senator  from  the  east- 
ern district,  and  of  one  senator  from  the  western  district, shall  fee  va- 
cated in  the  same  manner ; and  if  any  ofthe  said  classes  shall  neglect 
to  cast  lots,  the  senate  shall  in  such  case  proceed  to  cast  lots  for  such 
class  or  classes  so  neglecting.  And  that  eight  senators  shall  be  cho- 
sen at  the  next  election  in  such  districts  as  the  legislature  shall  di- 
rect, for  the  purpose  of  apportioning  the  whole  number  of  senators 
amongst  the  four  great  districts  of  this  state,  as  nearly  as  may  be. 
according  to  the  number  of  electors  qualified  to  vote  for  senators 
which  shall  be  found  to  be  in  each  of  the  said  districts  "by  the  census 
aboveiueniioned  ; which  eight  senators  so  to  be  chosen  shall  fore? 


IV.  That  from  the  first  Monday  in  Juhr  next,  and  on  the  return 
of  every  census  thereafter,  the  number  ofthe  assembly  shall  be  in- 
creased at  the  rate  of  two  members  for  every  year,  until  the  whole 
number  shall  anion  into  one  hundred  and  fifty  ; and  that  upon  the 
return  of  every  such  census,  the  legislature  shall  apportion  the  sen*, 
tors  and  members  ofthe  assembly  amongst  the  great  districts  and 
counties  of  this  state,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  according  to  the  number 
of  their  respective  electors  ; Provided,  That  the  legislature  shall 
not  he  prohibited  by  any  thing  herein  contained,  from  allowing  one 
member  of  assembly  to  each  county  heretofore  created  within  this 
state. 

V.  And  this  convention  do  further,  in  the  name  and  by  the  autho- 

rity ol  the  people  of  this  state,  ordain,  determine  and  declare , That 
by  the  true  construction  of  the  twenty-third  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  this  state,  the  right  to  nominate  all  officers  other  than  those 
who  by  the  constitution  are  directed  to  be  otherwise  appointed,  ia 
vested  concurrently  in  the  person  administering  the  government  of 
this  state  for  the  time  being  and  in  each  of  the  members  of  the 
council  of  appointment.  By  order, 

A.  BURR,  President  of  t fie  convention, 
and  Delegate  from  Orange  counitt. 
Attest- Van  IngenA  « _ 7 J 

Joseph  Constant,  5 Secretaries. 


Constitution  of  New-Jersey. 

WHEREAS  all  the  constitutional  authority,  ever  possessed  hr 
the  kings  of  Great  Britain  over  these  colonies ,*  or  their  other  do- 
minions, was,  by  compact,  derived  from  the  people,  and  held  of" 
them,  tor  the  common  interest  of  the  whole  society:  allegiance 
and  protection  are  in  the  nature  of  things,  reciprocal  ties,  eacfc 
equally  depending  open  the  other,  and  liable  to  he  dissolved  by  the 


* the  20th  September,  1777,  an  act  of  the  legislature  was 
passed  substituting  the  word  state  for  the  word  colony  in  com- 
missions, writs,  &A.  No  o.ther  alteration  has  take  platce  in  $he 
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other’s  being;  refused  cr  withdrawn  :---And  whereas  George  the  , 
third,  king  of  Great  Britain,  has  refused  protection  to  the  good  I 
people  of  these  colonies : and,  by  assenting  to  sundry  acts  ot  the 
British  parliament,  attempted  to  subject  them  to  the  absolute  do- 
minion of  that  body  : and  has  also  made  war  upon  them  in  the 
most  cruel  and  unnatural  manner,  for  no  other  cause  than  assert- 
ing their  just  rights— all  civil  authority  under  him  is  necessarily  at 
an  end,  aud  a dissolution  of  government  in  each  colony  has  conse- 
quently taken  place. 

And  whereas,  in  the  present  deplorable  situation  of  these  colo- 
nies, exposed  to  the  fury 'of  a cruel  and  relentless  enemy,  some 
form  of  government  is  absolutely  necessary,  not  only  for  the  pre- 
servation of  good  order,  but  also  tlie  more  effectually  to  unite  the 
people  and  enable  them  to  exert  their  whole,  force  in  their  own  ne- 
cessary defence;  and  as  the  honorable  the  continental  congress,  the 
supreme  council  of  the  American  colonies,  has  advised  such  of  the  co- 
lonies, as  have  not  yet  gone  into  measures,  to  adopt  for  themselves 
respectively  such  government  as  shall  best  conduce  to  their  0W11 
happiness  and  safety,  and' the  well-being  of  America  in  general 
We,  the  representatives  of  the  colony  of  New-Je  sey,  having  bepn 
elected  by  all  the  counties  in  the  freest  manner,  and  in  congress 
assembled,  have,  after  mature  deliberation,  agreed  upon  a set 
of  charter-rights  and  the  form  of  a constitution,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, vjZ. 

I.  That  the  government  of  this  province  shall  lie  vested  in  a go- 
vernor, legislative  council,  and  general  assembly. 

II.  That  tlie  said  legislative  council  and  general  assembly,  shall 
be  chosen,  for  the  first  time  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  August 
next ; tlie  members  whereof  shall  he  the  same  in  number  and  qua- 
lifications as  is  herein  after  mentioned  ; and  shall  be  and  remain 
vested  with  all  the  powers  and  authority  to  be  held  by  any  future 
legislative  council  and  assembly  of  tiiis  colony  until  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

III.  That  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  yearly  and  every 
year,  forever  (with  "the  privilege  of  adjourning  from  day  to  day, 
as  occasion  may  require)  the  counties  shall  severally  choose  one 
person,  to  be  a member  of  the  legislative  council  of  this  colony, 
who  shall  he  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the 
election,  an  inhabitant  and  freeholder  in  the  county  in  w hich  he 
is  chosen,  and  worth  at  leastlone  thousand  pounds,  proclamation 
money,  of  real  and  personal  estate,  within  the  same  county  ; that 
at  the  same  time,  each  county  shall  also  choose  three  members  of 
assembly ; provided  that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  a seat  in 
the  said  assembly,  unless  he  he,  and  have  been,  for  One  whole 
year  next  befeire  the  election,  an  inhabitant  of  tlie  county  he  is 
to  represent,  and  worth  five  hundred  pounds  proclamation  money, 
in  real  and  personal  estate,  in  the  same  county ; that  on  the  se- 
cond Tuesday  next  after  the  day  of  election,  the  council  and  as- 
sembly shall  separately  meet,  and  that  the  consent  of  both 
houses  shall  be  necessary  to  every  law  ; provided  that  seven  shall 
be  a quorum  of  the  council  for  doing  business,  and  that  no  law 
shall  pass,  unless  there  be  a majority  of  all  the  representatives  of 
each  body  personally  present,  and  agreeing  thereto.  Provided  al- 
ways that  if  a majority  of  the  representatives  of  this  province,  in 
&>uncil  and  general  assembly  convened,  shall  at  any  time  or  times 
hereafter,  judge  it  equitable  and  proper,  to  add  to  or  diminish  the 
number  or  proportion  of  the  members  of  assembly  tor  any  county 
or  counties  in  this  colony,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  same  may, 
on  the  principles  of  more  equal  representation,  be  lawfully  done, 
any  thing  in  this  charter  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  ; so  that  I 
tlie  whole  number  of  representatives  in  assembly,  shall  not  at  any 
time  he  less  than  thirty-nine. 

IV.  That  all  inhabitant  sof  this  colony  of  full  age,  who  are  Worth 
fifty  pounds  proclamation  money,  dear  estate  in  the  same  and  have 
resided  within  the  county  in  which  they  claim  a vote,  for  twelve 
months  immediately  preceding  the  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  representatives  in  council  and  assembly  aud  also  for  all  other 
public  officers,  that  shall  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  county 
at  large. 

V.  That  the  assembly,  when  met,  shall  have  power  to  choose  a 
speaker,  and  other  their  officers  ; to  be  judges  of  the  qualifica- 
tions and  elections  of  their  own  members;  sit  upon  their  own  ad- 
journments ; prepare  bills  to  be  passed  into  laws ; and  to  empow- 
er their  speaker  to  convene  them  whenever  any  extraordinary  oc- 
currence shall  render  it  necessary. 

VI.  That  the  council  shall  also  have  power  to  prepare  bills  to 
pass  into  laws,  and  have  other  like  powers  as  tlie  assembly, and  in  all 
respects  be  a free  and  independent  branch, of  the  legislature  of  this 
colony;  save  only  that  they  shall  not  prepare  or  alter  any  money 
bill — which  shall  be  the  privilege  of  the  assembly;  that  the  coun- 
cil shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  convened  by  the  governor  or 
vice-president,  but  must  be  convened  at  all  times,  w hen  the  assem- 
bly sits  ; for*  which  purpose,  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly 
shall  always,  immediately  after  an  adjournment,  give  notice  to  the 
governor  or  vice-president,  of  the  time  and  place  to  w liich  the  house 
is.  adjourned. 

VII.  That  the  council  and  assembly  jointly,  at  their  first  meet- 
ing after  each  annual  election,  shall,  by  a majority  of  votes,  elect 
some  fit  person  within  the  colony,  to  be  governor  for  one  year, who 
shall  be  constant  president  of  tlie  council,  and  have  a casting  vote 
in  their  proceedings  ; and  that  the  council  themselves  shall  choose  a 
vice-president,  who  shall  act  as  such  in  the  absence  oi  the  go- 
vernor. 

VIII.  That  the  governor,  cr  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president  of 
the  council,  shall  have  the  supreme  executive  power,  be  chancel- 
lor of  the  colony,  and  act  as  captain-general  and  commander-in- 
chief  of  all  the  militia,  and  other  military  force  in  this  colony  ; and 
that  any  three  or  more  of  tlie  council  shall, at  ail  times  he  a privy 
council  to  advise  the  governor  in  ail  cases  w here  lie  may  find  it 
necessary  to  consult  them  ; and  that  the  governor  be  ordinary  or 
surrogate-general. 

Mi.  That  the  governor  and  council  ($ev$su  whereof  shall  be  a 


■ quorum)'  be  the  court  of  apprais,  in  the  last  resort  in  all  causes  c? 

I law,  as  heretofore  ; and  that  they  possess  the  power  of  gr.uiin.e 
pardons  to  criminals,  after  condemnation,  in  ail  cases  of  treason; 
felony,  or  other  offs.  lives. 

X.  That  captains,  and  all  other  infi  rior  officers  of  The  militi:,, 
shall  be  chosen  by  the  companies  in  the  r>  spretive  counties;  one 
field  and  general  officers,  by  the  council  and  assemlly . 

XI.  That  the  council  anti  assembly  shall  have  pow  er  to  make  the 
great  seal  of  this  colony,  which  snail  be  k pt  by  the  governor,  or 
in  Ins  absence,  by the  vice-president  of  the  council,  to  he  used  l>y 
them,  as  occasion  may  require ; audit  shall  be  called  the  great  seal 
of  the  colony  of  Nciv-Jerscy* 

XII.  That  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  continue  in  of- 
fice for  seven  years  ; the  judges  of  die  inferior  court  ol  common 
pleas  it;  the  several  counties,  justices  of  the  peace,  clerks  of  the 
supreme  court,  clerics  of  the  infi  nor  court  of  common  pitas  and 
quarter  sessions,  the  attorney'  general  and  provincial  v mtarv, 
shall  continue  in  office  for  five  year?;  an.’  the  provincial  treasurer 
shall  continue  in  office  for  one  year ; and  that  they  shall  be  seve- 
rally appointed  by  the  council  and  assembly,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
and  commissioned  by  tlie  governor,  or  in  his  absence,  by  the  vice- 
president  of  the  council.  Provided  always,  that  the.  said  officers, 
severally,  shall  be  capable  of  being  re-appointed,  at  the  end  of  tlie 
terms  severally  before  limited  ; and  that  any  of  the  said  officers 
shall  be  liable  to  lie  dismissed,  when  ad  judged  guilty  of  misbehavi- 
or by  the* council,  on  an  impeachment  of  the  assembly. 

XIII.  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  county,  qualified  to  vote  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  at  the  time  ami  place  of  electing  their  representa- 
tives, annually  elect  one  sheriff,  and  one  or  more  coroners  ; and 
that  they  may  re-elect  the  same  person  to  such  office.  , un.il  he 
shall  have  served  three  years,  but  no  longer;  after  which,  three 
years  must  elapse  before  the  same  person  is  capable  of  being  di  et- 
ed again.  When  the  election  is  certified  to  the  governor,  or  vice* 
president,  tinder  the  hands  of  six  freeholders  of  the  county  for 
which  they  were  elected,  they  shall  he  immediately  commissioned 
to  serve  in  their  respective  offices. 

XIV.  That  the  townships,  at  their  annual  town  meetings  for 
electing  other  officers,  shall  choose  constables  for  the  districts  res- 
pectively; and  also  three  or  more  judicious  freeholders  of  good 
character,  to  hear  and  finally  determine  all  appeals,  relative  to  un- 
just assessments,  in  cases  of  public  taxation  ; which  commissioners 
of  appeal,  shall,  for  that  purpose,  sit  at  some  suitable  time  or 
times,  to  be  by  them  appointed,  aud  made  known  to  the  people 
by  advertisements. 

XV.  That  the  law's  of  this  colony,  shall  begin  in  the  fellow  jug 
style,  viz.— ' “Beit  enacted  by  the  council  and  general  assembly  of 
this  colony',  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
that  all  commissions  granted  by.  the  governor  or  rice-president, 
shall  run  thus — “ The  colony  of  New- Jersey  to  A.  B.  See.  greet- 
ingand  tb^it  all  writs  shall  likew  ise  run  in  the  name  of  the  colo- 
ny; and  that  all  indictments  shall  conclude  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz.  “ Against  the  peace  of  this  colony,  the  government  and 
dignity  of  the  same.” 

XVI.  That  all  criminals  shall  be  admitted  to  the  same  privi- 
leges of  witnesses  and  counsel,  as  their  prosecutors  are  or  shall  be 
entitled  to. 

XVII.  That  the  estates  of  such  persons  as  shall  destroy  their 
own  lives  sliall  not,  for  that  offence,  be  forfeited  ; but  shall  descend 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  such  persons 
died  in  a natural  w ay  ; nor  shall  any  article,  w hich  may  occasion 

I accidentally  tlie  death  of  any  one,  be  henceforth  deemed  a deudand, 
or  in  any  wise  forfeited  on  account  of  such  misfortune. 

XVIII.  That  no  person  shall  ever, within  this  colony',  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  inestimable  privilege  of  worshipping  Almighty  God,  in 
a manner  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience  ; nor, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  be  compelled  to  attend  any  place  of 
worship,  contrary  to  his  own  faith  and  judgment;  nor  shall  any  per- 
son, w ithin  this  colony,  ever  he  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  any 
other  rates,  for  the  purpose  of  building  or  repairing-  any  other 
church  or  churches,  place  or  places  of  worship,  or  lor  the  main- 
tenance of  any  minister  or  ministry,  contrary  to  what  lie  believes 
to  be  right, for  has ‘deliberately  and  voluntarily  engaged  himself  to' 
perform. 

XIX.That  there  shall  be  no  establishment  of  any  one  religions  sect 
in  this  province,  in  preference  to  another;  and  that  no  protestant 
inhabitant  of  this  colony  shall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any 
civil  right,  merely  on  account  of  his  religious  principles;. but  that 
all  persons,  professing  a belief  in  the  faith  of  any  protestant  sect, 
who  shail  demean  themselves  peaceably  under  the  government  as 
hereby  established,  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected  into  any  office 
of  profit  or  trust,  or  being  a member  of  either  branch  of  tlie  legis- 
lature, and  shall  fully  and  freely  enjoy  every  privilege  and  immu- 
nity enjoyed  by  others  their  fellow  -subjects. . 

XX.  That  the  legislative  department  of  this  colony  may,  as 
much  as  possible,  be  preserved  from  all  suspicion  of  corruption, 
none  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  or  other  courts,  sheriffs,  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  possessed  of  auy'  post  of  profit  under  the 
government,  other  than  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  entitled  to 
a seat  in  assembly ; but  that  on  his  being  elected  and  taking  his 
seat,  his  office  or  post  shall  be  considered  as  vacant. 

XXI.  That  all  the  law  s of  this  province,  contained  in  the  edition 
lately  published  by  Mr.  Allison,  shall  he  and  remain  in  full 
force,  until  altered  by  the  legislature  of  this  colony,  such  only  ex- 
cepted as  are  incompatible  w itli  this  charter,  and  shall  be,  accord- 
ing as  heretofore,  regarded  in  all  respects,  by  all  civil  officers 
and  others,  the  good  people  of  this  province. 

XXII.  That  t lie  common  law  of  England,  as  w ell  as  so  much  of 
the  statute  law  as  has  been  heretofore  practised  .n  this  colony, 
sliall  still  remain  in  force,  until  they  sliall  lie  altered  by  a future  law 
of  the  legislature ; such  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  tlie 
rights  and  privileges  contained  in  this  charier  ; and  that  the  in- 
estimable right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remuiu  confirmed,  as  apart 
of  the  law  of  this,  colony,  without  repeal  forever. 
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Xxtll.  That  every  person*  who  shall  be  elected,  as  aforesaid,  to  > XI.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  speaker  and  other  officers  ; and 
he  a member  of  the  legislative  council  or  house  of  assembly  shall  the  senate  shaii  also  choose  a speaker  pro  tempore,  when  the  speak* 
previous  to  his  taking  his  seat  in  council  or  assembly,  take  the  fol-  cr  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor. 


lov  ing  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 


XII.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  mem- 


“ I.  A.  B.  do  solemnly  declare,  that,  as  a member  of  the  legislative  bers.  Contested  elections  shall  be  determined  by  a committee 
council  for  assembly,  as  the  case  may  be)  of  the  colony  of  New- 1 to  be  selected,  formed,  and  regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  di- 
Jersey, I will  not  assent  10  any  law.  vote,  or  proceeding,  which  shall  retted  by  law.  A majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a quorum 
appear  to  me  injurious  to  the  public  Welfare  of  said  colony;  uor  that  to  do  business:  but  a smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to 
shall  annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  third  section  in  the  charter,  day,  and  maybe  authorised,  by  law,  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
of  this  colony  which  establishes  that  the  elections  of  members  o(  j absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penalties,  as  may 
the  legislative  council  and  assembly  shall  be  annual  ; novl  be  provided. 

that  part  of  the  twenty-second  section  in  said  charter  respect-  XIII.  Each  house  mav  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings; 
ing  the  trial  by  jury,  nor  that  shall  annul,  repeal  or  alter  any  part  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior;  and,  with  the  concur- 
or  parts  of  the  18th  or  19th  sections  of  the  same.”  rence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a member  ; but  not  a second  time  for 

And  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  elected  as  aforesaid,  is ! the  same  cause,  and  shaii  have  all  other  powers  necessary  for  o 
hereby  empowered  to  administer  to  the  said  members  the  said!  bratieh  of  the  legislature  of  a free  state, 
oath  or  affirmation.  — - - 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
congress,  that,  if  a reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  these 
colonies  should,  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  again  taken  under  the 
protection  and  government  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  this 
charter  shall  be  null  and  void,  otherwise  to  remain  firm  and  in- 
violable. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Burlington,  July  2,  1776. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

SAMUEL  TUCKER,  President. 

Extract  from  the  minutes— 

WILLIAM  PA  TTERSON,  Secretary. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

.7  s ratified  in  Convention,  the  second  day  of  Sept.  1790 

WE,  the  People  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  ordain 
and  establish  this  constitution  for  its  government. 

All  I E i.  I -SECTION  J. 

The  legislative  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  vested  in 
a general  assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a senate  and  house  of 
representatives. 

II.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  annually,  by  the  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  each  county  respectively,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  October. 

III.  No  person  shall  be  a representative  who  shall  not  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  have  been  a citizen  and 
inhabitant  of  the  state  three  years  next  preceding  his  election, 
and  the  last  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  or  county,  in 
winch  he  shaii  be  chosen;  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the 
public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  state.  No  person, 
residing  within  any  city,  town  or  borough,  which  shall  be  entitled 
to  a separate  representation,  shall  he  elected  a member  for  any 
County  ; uor  shall  any  person,  residing  without  the  limits  of  any 
such  city,  town,  or  borough,  be  elected  a member  therefor. 

IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, an  id  within  every  subsequent  term  of  seven  years,  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  made,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  he  directed  by  law.  The  number  of  representatives  shall,  ul 
tlie  several  periods  of  making  such  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  the 
legislature,  and  apportioned  among  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  several  counties,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabi- 
tants in  each;  and  shall  never  be  less  than  sixty,  nor  greater  than 
one  hundred.  Each  county  shall  have,  at  least,  one  representa- 
tive; but  no  county,  hereafter  erected,  shall  be  entitled  to  a separate 
representation,  until  a sufficient  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
shaii  be  contained  within  it,  to  entitle  them  to  one  representative 
agreeable  to  the  ratio  which  shall  then  be  established. 

V.  1 he  senators  shall  be  chosen  for  four  years,  by  tlie  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  several  counties,  at  the  same  time, 
ill  tbje  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  places  where  they  shall 
vo t odor  representatives. 

\ I.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  several  Periods  of  mak- 
ing tlie  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  bv*the  legislature, 
and  apportioned  among  the  districts  formed  as  herein  after  direct- 
ed according  tothe  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  : and 
shall  never  teles* -than  one-fourth  uor  greater  thatf  awie-thivd,  of 
the  number  of  representatives. 

VH.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  in  districts,  to  be  formed  by 
the  legislature;  each  district  containing  such  a number  of  taxable 
inhabitants,  as  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  not  more  than  four  seiia- 


my 


tors.  When  a district  shall  he  composed  of  two  or  more  count 
they  shall  bead  joining.  Neither  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia,  nor  a 

county,  shall  be  divided,  informing  a district.  , , ...  , 

VIII.  No  person  shall  he  a senator,  who  shall  not  have  attained  tqna,  anA h,g  ,tist  ’r’  |otes’  'T  ° 
the  age  of  twenty-live  years,  and  have  t^eena  ciS^tfSE  ^teof  tte  i^e« 

taut  of  the  state  tour  years  next  before  his  election,  and  the  last  “,H'V,,ail  b*;.  Vet  1 . .nw*  ny  a 
vear  thereof  i • t.’i  . _i.  i both  house '-s  of  the  legislature,  an 


year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  district,  for  which’he  shall  have 
been  chosen;  unless  he  shall  lmve  been  absent  on  the  public  busi- 
ness of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  state, 


XIV.  Each  house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  nraJ 
publish  them  weekly,  except  such  parts  as  may  require  secrecy. 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  on  any  question,  slmll,  at 
the  desire  of  any  two  of  th  in,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

XV.  The  doors  of  each  house  and  of  committees  of  the  whole, 
shall  he  open,  unless  when  the  business  shall  be  such  as  ought  to 
be  kept  secret. 

XVI.  Neither  house  shall,  without  tlie  consent  of  the  other, 
adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  atiy  other  place  than  that 
in  which  the  two  houses  shaii  he  sitting. 

XVH.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  a compen- 
sation for  their  services,  to  he  ascertained  by  law  , and  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of, the  commonwealth.  They  shall,  in  all  cases,  ex- 
cept treason,  felony,  and  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  free 
from  arrest, during  their  attendance,  at  tlie  session  of'thfc  respective 
privileged  houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same. 
And  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house  they  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned in  any  other  place. 

XVIII.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office, 
under  this  commonwealth,  which  shall  have  be.  ..  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased. during  such  time; 
and  no  member  of  congress,  or  other  person  holding  any  office 
except  of  attorney  at  law, and  in  the  militia, under  the  United  States 
or  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  a member  of  cither  house,  during 
his  continuance  in  congress,  or  in  office. 

XIX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  speaker  shall 
issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

XX.  All  bills,  for  raising  revenue,  shall  originate  in  the  house  of 
representatives;  but  the  senate  may  propose  amendments  as  in 
otli  r bills. 

XXI.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  appropriations  made  by  law, 

XXII.  Every  bill,  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  governor.'  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ; but  if 
he  shall  nut  approve,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the 
house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated ; who  shall  enter  the  objec- 
tions at  large  upon  their  journals,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If 
after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to 
pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the  objections;  to  the  other 
house,  by  which  likewise  it  shall  he  reconsidered;  and  if  approv- 
ed by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  be  a law . But  in  such  cases, 
the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nay* ; 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  or  against  the  bill  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house  respectively.  If  any 
bill  shall  not  he  returned  by  the  governor  w ithin  am  days  (Sun- 
days excepted)  after  it  shall  be  presented  to  him,  it  shall  be  a law, 
in  like  maimer  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  general  assembly, 
by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return;  in  winch  case  it  shall 
be  a law,  unless  sent  back  within  three  days  alter  their  next 
meeting. 

XXIII.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  both  houses  may  be  necessary,  (except  on  a question  of 
adjournment)  shall  be  presented,  to  the  governor  ; and,  before  it 
shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him;  or  being  disapproved,  shall 
be  re-passed  by  two-thirds  of  both  houses,  according  tothe  rules 
and  limitations'  prescribed  in  ease  of  a bill. 

AItTtCLK  IT. 

I.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall 
be  vested  in  a governor. 

II.  The  governor  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  'Oc- 
tober, by  the  citizens  of.  the  commonwealth,  at  the  places  where 
they  shall  respectively  vote  for  representatives.  The  returns  of 
every  election  for  governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to 
the  seat  uf  government,,  directed  to  the  speaker  of  the  senate,  who 
shall  open  and  publish  them,  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of 
both  houses  of  the  legislature.  The  person  having  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  shall  be  governor.  But  if  two  or  more  shaii  be 

nd  highest  in  v otes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  governor, 
of  both  houses.  Contested  elec- 
committee,  to  be  selected  from 
both  houses  of  the  legislature,  and  formed  and  regllated  in  such 
nanner  as  shall  te  directed  bylaw. 

III.  The  governor  shall  hold  his  office  during  three  years  from 
next  ensuing  his  election;  and 
longer  than  nine  ii(  any  term  of 


IX.  Immediately  alter  the  senators  shall  he  assembled,  in  con- 1 the  third  Tuesday  of  December, 
sequence  ot  the  hrst  election,  subsequent  to  the  first-enumeration.  | shall  not  be  capable  of  holding  it 
sI,a"  **'  divided  by  lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,iuto  four  classes. ! twelve  years. 

. v )eat-s_  , ,IlV  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  tbe  ex-  IV.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  rears  of  age,  and  have  been  a citi 
pivation  of  the  first  year:  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the 
second  year;  of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  y.-ar  ; 


and  <>f  the  fourth  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year;  sc  that 
on-  fourth  may  be  chosen  every  year. 

T,1/*  tr»-i»;»ral  assembly  shall  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  December  in  every  year; 
governor. 


unless  sooner  convened  by  the 


AP.  VOL.  XXI. 


zen  and  inhabitant  or'  this  state,  seven  years  next  before  his  cleo 
lion;  unless  he  .shall  have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  ibis  state. 

V.  No  member  of  congress,  or  person  holding  any  office  un- 
der the  United  States,  or  this  state,  shall  exercise  the  office  $f 
governor. 

VI.  The  governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive;  for  &$  serriU^ 

E 
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a compensation  which -shall  beuitilher  Increased  nor  diminished 
during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  i)Cen  elected. 

YU.- Ke  shall  be  commander  iu  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of| 

• tins  cominunweaith;  and  of  the  militia;  except  when  they  shall  bel 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

VIII.  He  shall  appoint  all  officers,  whose  offices  are  established, 
hv  this  constitution,  or  shall  be  established  by  law,  and  .whose  ap- 
pointments nre  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for;  but  unperson 
shaii  be  appointed  to  an  office  within  any  county,  who  shall  not 
have  been  a citizen  and  inhabitant  therein  one  year  next  before  I 
his  appointment,  if  the  county  shall  hat  e been  so  long  erected  : 
but,  if  it  shall  not  have  been  so  long  erected,  then  within  the  limits 

■ of  the  county  or  counties  out  of  which  it  shall  have  been  taken. 
No  member  of  congress  front  ibis  state,  or  any'  person  holding  er 
exercising  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States, 
shall,  at  the  same  time,  hold  or  exercise  the  office  of  judge,  secreta- 
ry,  treasurer,  pvotbonolary,  register  of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds, 

- sheriff,  or  any  office  in  this  state,  to  wiiieh  a salary  is  by  law  an- 
Hexed,  or  any  other  office  which  future  legislatures  shall  de 
cfare  incompatible  with  offices  or  appointments  under  the  United 
States. 

IX.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and 
grant  reprieves  and  pardons, -except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

X.  He  may  require  information  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in 
the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices. 

XL  He  snail,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  general  assembly 
information  of  the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recom- 
mend to  their  consideration,  such  measures  ps  he  shall  judge 
; expedient. 

* ,XI1.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  general 
-assembly;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses, 

with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  to  such  time  as 
he  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  four  months. 

XIII.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

XIV.  In  case  oi  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  governor, 
or  of  his  removal  from  office,  the  speaker  «f  the  senate 

* shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor,  until  another  governor 
shall  be  diiiy  qualified.  And  it  the  trial  of  a contested  election 
shall  continue  longer  than  until  the  third  Tuesday  in  December 
next  ensuing  the  election  of  governor,  the  governor  of  the  last 
year,  or  the  speaker  of  the  somite,  who  may  be  in  the  exercise  of 
{jho  executive  authority,  shall  continue  therein,  until  the  determi- 
nation of  such  contested  election,  and  until  a governor  shall  be 
qualified  as  aforesaid. 

• " XV.  A secretary  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  during 
the  governor’s  continuance  in  office, if  he  shall  so  long  behave  him- 
self well.  He  shall  keep  a fair  register  of  all  the  official  acts  and 
proceedings  of  the  governor,  and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the 
'same,  and  all  papers, minutes  and  vouchers,  relative  thereto,  before 
either  branch  of  the  legislature  ; and  shall  perform  Such  other 

' duties  as  shall  be  enjoined  him  by  law. 

ARTICLE  III. 

I.  In  elections  by  the  citizens,  every  freeman,  of  the  age  of 
, twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  trie  state  two  years  next  be- 
. fore  the  election,  and  within  that  time  paid  a state  or  county  tax, 

which  shall  have  been  assessed  at  least  six  inontlis  before  the  elec-. 

. tioii,  shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  elector — provided  that  the  sons 
of  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid,  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one 
and  twenty-two  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  although  they  shall 
. not  have  paid  taxes.  1 

II.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  except  those  by  persons  in 
they  representative  capacities,  who  shall  vote  viva  voce, 

III.  Electors  shall,  in  ail  cases,  except  treason,  felony  and 
breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  duriligj 
their  attendance  on  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning from  j 
them. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

I.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeaching. 

II.  All  impeachments  shall  he  tried  by  the  senate.  When  sit- 
ting for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion. No  person  shall  he  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

III.  The  governor  and  all  other  civil  officers,  under  this  com- 
monwealth, shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor 
in  office.  Hut  judgment  in  such  cases,  shall  not  extend  further 

.than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office 
of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  commonwealth.  The  party, 
whether  ernmeted  or  acquitted,  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  in- 
dictment, trial,  judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 


ARTICLE  Y. 

X The  judicial  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall  he  vested  in  a 
supreme  conn,  in  courts  .of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  deli- 
very, in  a court  of  common  pleas,  orphans’  court,  register  s court, 
apd  a court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  each  county,  in 
justices  of  tfie  peace,  and  in  such  other  courts  as  the  legislature 
may, front  time  to  time,  establish. 

II.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  of  the  several  courts 

of  common  pleas,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior. 
Hut  tin-  any  reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground 
of  impeachment,  the  governor  may  remove  any  of  them,  on  the 
address  of  two-thirds  of  each,  branch  of  the  legislature.  The  judg- 
es of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  presidents  of  the  several  courts  of 
common  pleas,  shall,  at  stan  d times,  receive,  for  their  services  v*\ 
adequate  compensation,  to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not.  he  di- 
minished during  thtfir  continuance  in  office;  but  thev  shall  receive 
no  foes  or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit 
under  tilts  commonwealt  h.  ..  - 

III.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  shall  extend  over 
’ estate;  and  the  judges  thereof  shall,  by  virtue  oi  their  offices,  be 


justices  of  oy  er  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  in  the  seve- 
ral  counties^ 

IV.  Ujitil  it  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the  sevei-al  courts 
of  common  plea*  shall  be  established  in  the  following  manner: 
Tl>e  governor  shall  appoint  in  each  County,  not  fewer  than  three 
nor  mor  ■ than  four  judges,  who,  during  their  continuance  in 
office,  shall  reside  in  such  county.  The  state  shall  be  divided  by- 
law, into  circuits,  none  Of  which  shall  include  more  than  six,  nor 
fewer  than  three  counties.  A president  shall  be  appointed  of  the 
courts  in  eachcircuit,  who,  during  his  continuance  in  office  shall 
reside  therein.  The  president  and  .judges,  any  two  of  whom 
shall  he  a quorum,  shall  compose  the  respective  couru  of  com- 
mon pitas. 

V.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  eonunon  pleas  in  each  county, 
shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oy*-r  and  terminer 
and  general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capita!  and  other  offenders 
therein:  any  two  of  the  said  judges,  the  president  being  on:, 
shall  be  a quorum;  but  they  shall  not  hold  a court  of  oj«-r  and 
terminer,  or  jail  delivery,  in  any  county,  when  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  or  any  of  then),  shall  be  sitting  in  the  same  comi- 
ty. The  party  accused,  as  well  as  the  commonwealth,  may,  un- 
der such  regulations,  as  shall  tie  prescribed  by  law,  remove  tut  in- 
dictment and  proceedings,  or  a transcript  thereof,  into  the  supreme 
court. 

VI.  The  su  preme  court  and  the  several  courts  of  common  pleas, 
shall,  beside  the  powers  heretofore  usually  exercised  by  them,  have 
the  powers  pi  a court  of  chancery,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  perpe- 
tuating testimony,  tin  obtaining  of  ..evidence  from  places  not  with- 
in this  state,  and  the  care  of  the  persons  and  estates  of  those,  who 
are  non  compos  mentis;  and  the  legislature  shaii  vest  in  the  said 
courts  such  other  powers,  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as  shall  he 
found  necessary  ; and  may,  from  time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminish 
those  powers,  or  vest  them  in  such  other  courts  as  they  shall  judge 
proper,  for  the  due  administration  of  justice. 

VII.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  coun- 
ty, any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a quorum,  shall  compose  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  orphans’  court  thereof:  and 
the  register  of  wills,  together  with  the  said  judges,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  compose  the  register’s  court  of  each  county, 

Till.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  shall,  within 
their  respective  counties, have  the  like  powers  with  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court,  to  issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  justices  of 
the  peace,  and  to  cause  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  before  them, 
and  the  like  right  and  justice  to  be  done. 

IX.  The  president  of  the  court  in  each  circuit,  within  suck 
circuit,  and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within  their 
respective  counties,. shall  be  justices  of  the  peace  so  far  as  relates 
to  criminal  matters. 

X.  The  governor  shall  appoint  a competent  number  of  justices 
of  the  peace,  in  such  convenient  districts,  in  each  county,  as  are 
or  shall  be  directed  by  law ; they  shall  be  commissioned  during 
g'qod  behavior ; hut  may  be  removed  on  conviction  of  misbeha- 
vior in  office,  or  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  on  the  address  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature. 

XI.  A register’s  office  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  let- 
ters of  administration,  and  am  office  fob  the  recording  of  deeds, 
shall  be  kept  in  each  county. 

XII.  Tlie  stxle  of  all  process  shall  be,  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania:  all  prosecutions  shall  he  carried  on  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  con- 
clude, against  the  penes  anu  dignity  of  the  same - 

ARTICLE  VX. 

I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners,  shall,  at  the  times  and  places  of  elec- 
tion of  representatives,  be  chosen  by  the  citizens  of  each  county. 
Two  persons  shall  be  chosen  for  each  office,  one  of  whom,  for  each 
respectively,  shall  be  appointed  by" the  governor.  They  shall  hold 
thek  offices  for  three  years,  if  they  shall  so  Jong  behavt  themselve3 
well,  and  until  a successor  be  duly  qualified : but  no  person  shall 
be  twice  chosen  or  appointed  sheriff  in  any  term  of  six  years. 
Vacancies  in  either  of  the  said  offices,  shall  be  filled  by  a new  ap- 
pointment, to  be  made  by  the  governor,  to  continue  until  the 
next  general  election,  and  until  a successor  shall  be  chosen  and 
qualified  as  aforesaid. 

II.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  shall  he  armed  and  dis- 
ciplinedfor  jts  defence.  Those  who  conscientiously  scruple  to 
bear  arms  shall  not  be  conipellvd  to  do  so;  but  shall  pay  an  equiva- 
lent for  personal  service.  The'miijtia  officers  shall  be  appointed 
in  such  manner,  and  for  such  time, as  shall  be  directed  bylaw. 

III.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace  and  orphans’  courts, 
recorders  of  deeds,  registers  of  wills  and  sheriffs,  shall  keep  their 
offices  iii  the  county  town, of  the  county  in  which  they  respectively 
shall  be  officers;  unless  when  the  governor  shall, for  special  reasons, 
dispense  therewith, for.  any  term,  not  exceeding  five  years  after  the 
county  shall  have  been  erected. 

IV. "  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  commonwealth,  of  Pennsylvania,  a fry!  be  sealed  with  the 
state  seal,  and  signed  by  the  governor. 

V.  The  state  treasurer  shall  be  appointed,  annually, by  the  joint 
vote  of  the  members  of  both  houses.  All  other  officers,  in  the 
treasury  department,  attornies  at  Ian  , election  officers,  officers  re- 
lating to  taxes, to  the  poor  and  highways,  constables,  and  other 
township  officers,  shall  be  appointed  in  such  manner  as  is  or  shall 
be  directed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

I.  The  legislature  shtfll,  as  soon  as  conveniently  m.  he, 
provide,  by  law,  for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the 
state,  in  such  manner  that  tiie  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 

II.  The  arts  and  sciences  shall  be  promoted  in  one  or  more 
senpuaries  of  learning. 

III.  The  rights,  privileges, immunities',  and  estates  of  religious 
societies  and  corporate  bodies,  skull  remain,  as  if  the  constitution 
of  thh>  state  had  not  been  altered  or  amended. 
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ahticet:  vm. 


XX.  Thai  the  citizens  have  a right,  in  a peaceable  manner,  to 


Members  of  the  general  assembly,  and  all  officers,  executive  and  l togetiierfor  then-  common  good, and  to  apply  to  those,  nt; 

judicial,  shall  he  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  the  Con- ; v*««i  " .th  the  powers  ot  government,  tor  p-;mvss  b.  jfr.w- 
ctitutiou  of  this  comrnonw-  a)th,  and  perform  the  duties  ol'  their  re-  -?r  "her  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  address  or  ranon- 


cpeetive  offices  with  fidelity 

ARTICLE  it 


XXI.  Tliat  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear  arms,  in  defence' 


That  the  general,  great  and  dssaitutl  principles  of  liberty  and  fre e XXII.  That  no  standing  army  shall*  in  time  of  peace,  he  k 

government  may  be  recognized  and  unalterably  established,}  without  the  consent  or  the  liirislatuv  

WE  DECLARE,  ‘ ' 

I.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  .p(UV 
have  certain  inherent  and  Indefeasible  right's,  among  "which  .are 
those  of  enjoying  and  defending  lift;  and  liberty,  of  acquiring, 
possessing-,  and  protecting  property  and  reputation,  and  of  pursu- 
ing their  own  happiness, 

Ir.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people;  and  all  free  go- 
vern merit  safe  founded  «n  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  tin  ir 
peace,  safety  and  happiness.  For  the  advancement  of  those  ends, 


army  si, 

' the  military  siiaid 

Ileuses,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civ  if 
< r. 

XXIII.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  pence,  he  quartered 
in  any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war, 
but  in  a manner  to  he  prescribed  by  law. 

XXIV.  Tiiat  tin:  .legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title  of  no- 
bility or  hereditary  distinction,  nor  create  any  office  the  appoint- 
ment to  which  shall  be  for  a longer  term  than  during  good 
behavior. 


XXVI.  To  guard  -against  transgressions  of  the  high  powers 
which  we  have  delegated,  \V E DECLARE,  Tnat  every  thing  iu 
this  article,  is  excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  government, 
and  shall  forever  remain  inviolate. 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  Pteratiofis  and  amend- 
ments in  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth,  uutl  in  order  to 
carry  the  same  into  complete  operation , it  is  hereby  declared  and 
ordained , — 

I.  That  all  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  in  force  at  (he  time  of 


they  have,  at  all  turns,  an  unalienable  and  indcfeisible  right,  to  sil-f  ~XXV.  That  emigration  from  the  state  shall  not  he  prohibited 

ter,  reform,  or  aholish  their  government,  in  such  manner  as  they  '■■■■’ 

liiav  think  proper. 

I’ll.  That,  all  men  haven  natural  and  indefeisible  right  to  wor- 
ship Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
sciences; and  no  man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect, 
or  support  any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry 
against  his  consent;  that  no  human  authority  can,  in,  any  case 
whatever,  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience;  and 
that  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given,  by  law,  to  any  religious 
establishments  or  modes  of  worship. 

IV.  That  no  person,  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a God,  and 

a future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall,  on  account  of  | making  the  said  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  said  constitu- 
his  religious  sentiments,  he  disqualified  to  hold  any  ofiice  or  place  j tion,  and  not  inconsistent  therewith,  and  all  rights,  actions,  prose- 
of  trust  or  profit’  under  this  commonwealth.  cntions,  claims,  and  contracts,  as  Will  of  individuals' as  of  bodies 

V.  That  elections'  shall  be  free  and  equal.  | corporate,  shall  continue  as  if  the  said  alterations  and  amendments 

VI.  The  trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofore,  and  the  right  there- j had  not  been  made. 

of  remain  inviolate.  j II.  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  shall  con  - 

VII.  That,  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  j tinue  to  exercise  the  executive  authority  of  this  commonwealth, 
who  undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  or  ;as  heretofore,  until  the  third  Tuesday  of  December  next:  but  no 
any  branch  of  government:  and  no  law  shall  ever  he  made  tore-  intermediate  vacancies  in  the  council  shall  be  supplied  by  new 
strain  the  right  thereof.  The  five  communication  of  thoughts  and  elections. 

opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man:  and  every  citizen  i m.  Tliat  all  officers,  in  the  appointment  of  the  executive  de- 
jnay  freely  speak,  write,  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  responsi- ' par  t men  t,  shall  continue  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  re- 
ble  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  In  prosecutions  for  the  public*-  j spec  live  offices, until  the  first  day  ol'  September, one  thousand  sevdr. 
tionof.  papers  investigating  the  official  conduct  of  officers,  or  men  | hundred  and  ninety-one— unless  their  commissions  shall  sooner 
in  public  capacity,  or  where  the  matter  published  is  proper  for  , expire  by  their  own  limitations,  or  the  said  offices  become  vacant 
public  information,  the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence,  j by  death  or  resignation— and  no  longer,  unless  re-appointed  an$ 
And,  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a right  to  , commissioned  by  the  governor;  except  tliat  the  judges  of  the  su- 
det. rmine  th  law  arid  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court  j pveme  court  shall  hold  their  offices  lor  the  terms  in  their  commis- 
as  in  other  cases.  ! sions  respectively  expressed. 

VIII.  That  tiie  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  i IV.  That  justice  shall  be  administered  in  the  several  counties 
papers,  and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  searelies  and  seizures:  of  this  state  until  the  period  aforesaid,  by  the  same  justices,  in  the 
and  that  no  warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  j same  courts,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  heretofore. 

things,  shall  issue  without  describing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  | V.  That  no  person,  now  in  commission  as  sheriff,  shall  beeligi- 
Without  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation.  ^ 1 fcle  at  the  next  election,  for  a longer  term  than  will,  with  the  time 

IX.  That,  in  ail  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a right ; which  lie  shall  have  served  in  the  said  office,  complete  the  term  of 
to  he  heard  by  himself  and  his  council;  to  demand  the  nature  and  (three  years. 

cause  of  the  accusation  against  him;  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  j VI.  Tliat,  until  the  first  enumeration  shall  be  made,  as  directed 
face  ;* to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  j }n  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  ol  the  conslisution,  estab- 
favor:  and,  in  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information,  a spec-  j fished  by  this  convention,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ami  the  several 


dy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage;  that  he  cannot 
be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself;  nor  can  he  be  de- 
prived of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of 
his  peers,  or  the  law  Of  the  land. 

X.  That  no  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  offence,  he  proceeds 
ed  against  criminally  by  information,  except  incases  arising  in  the 
laud  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in 
time  qf  war  qr  public  danger,  or,  by  leave  of  the  court,  for  oppres- 
sion anil  misdemeanor,  in  office.  No  person  shall,  for  the  samel 

offence,  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  any  | amp-ton  shall  be  a district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator : the  conn— 
man’s  property,  be  taken  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  the  j ties  of  Lancaster  and  York  shall  be  a district,  and  shall  elect  three 
consent  of  his  representatives,  and  without  just  compensation  senators : the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin  shall  be  a district,  and 
being  made.  shall  elect  two  senators  : the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Miffiin 

XI.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open;  and  every  man  for  an  injury  j shall  be  a district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator : the  counties  of  Nor- 
done  him'in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or  reputation,  shall  baveremt- i Ummbei  land,  Luzerne  and  Huntingdon  shall  be  a district,  and  shall 
dy  by  the  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  jus^ce  administered  elect  one  senator:  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  shall  be  a 
without  sale,  denial  or  delay.  Suits  may  he  brought  against  the 1 district.,  and  shall  elect  one  senator : the  counties  of  Westmoreland 


counties  shall  lie  respectively  entitled  to  elect  the  same  number  of 
representative?,  as  is  now  prescribed  by  law. 

VII.  That  the  first  senate  shall  consist  of  eighteen  members,  to 
be  chosen  in  districts,  termed  as  follows,  to  wit : The  city  of  Fi*ia- 
delphiaand  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  shall  be  a 
district,  and  elect  three  senators:  the  county  of  Chester  shall  be  a 
district,  and  shall  eleet  one  senator : the  county  of  Bucks  shall  be  a 
district, and  shall  eleet  one  senator:  the  county  of  Montgomery 
shall  lie  a district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator:  the  county  of  North.- 


eonrnnonwi  altli  in  such  manner,  in  such  courts,  and in  such  cases, 
as  tile  legislature  may,  by  law  direct. 

XII.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws,  shall  be  exercised  un- 
less  by  the  legislature,  or  its  authority. 

XIII.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive 
fines  imposed,  nor  cj-uel  punishments  inflicted. 

XIV.  Tliat  all  prisoners  shall  he  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties, 
unless  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident,  or  presump- 
tion great;  and  the  privilege  of  tbs  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall 
not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases  ol'  rebellion  or  invasion, 
(he  public  safety  may  require  it. 

XV.  That  no  commission  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  jail  delivery 
shall  he  issued. 

XVI.  That  the  person  of  a debtor,  where  tli?re  is  not  strong 
presumption  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison,  after  deli- 
vering up  bis  estate  lor  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

XVII.  That  no  ear  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  con- 
tracts. shall  be  made. 

XVIII.  That  no  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony 
by  the  legislature. 

XIX.  That  no  attainder  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  nor, 
except  during  the  life  ol'  the  offender,  I'Srfeituve  of  estate  to  the. 
commonwealth:  that  the  estates  of  such  persons,  as  shill  destroy 
their  own  lives,  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  case  oi  natural  death  : 
and  if  any  person  shall  be  killed  by  casualty,  there  si  tail  be  no  for- 
feiture by  reason  thereof* 


and  Alleghany  shall  be  a district, and  shall  elect  one  senator : and  ihe 
counties  of  Washington  and  Fayette  shall  be  a district,  and  shall 
tflect  two  senators : which  senators  shall  serve  until  the  first  enu- 
meration before-mentioned  shall  lie  made,  and  the  representation 
in  both  houses  of  the  legislature  shall  be  established  by  law,  and 
chosen  as  in  the  constitution  is  directed.  Any  vacancies,  which 
shall  happen  in  the  senate,  within  the  said  time,  shall  he  supplied 
as  prescribed  in  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  first  article. 

VIII.  Tliat  the  elections  of  senators  shall  he  conducted,  and  the 
returns  thereof  made  to  the  senate,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  election  laws  of  the  state  for  conducting  and  making 
returns  of  the  election  of  representatives.  In  those  districts  which 
consist  of  more  than  oilfe  county,  the  judges  of  the  district  elec- 
tions within  each  county  after  having  formed  a return  of  the  whole 
election  within  that  county,  in  such  manner  as  is  directed  by  law, 
shall  send  the  same,  by  one  or  more  of  tiu-ir  number,  to  the  place 
hereinafter  mentioned  within  the  district,  of  which  such  county  is  a 
part,  where  thejudges,  so  met,  shall  compare  and  cast  up  the  seve- 
ral county  returns,  and  execute,  under  tneir  hands  and  seals,  one 
general  and  true  return  for  the  whole  district ; that  is  to  say,  the 
judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  anti  the 
counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  shall  meet  in  tin-  state-house 
in  the  city 'of  Philadelphia;  tiiejudges  of  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Laneasterand  York,  shall  meet  at  the  court-house 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster;  the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin,  shall  .meet  at  Middletown  in 
; the  county  of  Berks  ; the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  . 
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counties  of  Cund  erland  and  Mifflin,  shall  meet  in  Greenwood 
towi-ship.  county. oi  Cumberland,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
David  Mi  lU-r  ; the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Northumberland,  Luzerne  and  Huntingdon,  shall  meet  in  'he 
town  of  Sunbury  ; the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  corn:-  j 
ties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin,  shall  meet  at  the  house  now  occupi- 
ed by  John  Dickey,  in  Air  township,  Bedlord  county;  the  judges 
of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Al- 
leghany, sir-all  meet  in  Westmoreland  county. at  the  court-house  in 
the  town  of  GreenshovoUgh  ; the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Washington  and  Fayette,  shall  meet  at  the  court- 
house in  the  town  of  Washington,  in  Washington- county,  on  the 
third  Tuesday  in  October  respectively,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid 
IX.  That  the  election  of  the  governor  shall  be  conducted  in  the 
several  counties,  in  the  manner;  prescribed  by  ;be  laws  of  the  state 
for  the  election  of  representatives  : and  the  re  turns  in  each  county 
shall  be  scaled  by  the  judges  of  the  elections,  and  transmitted  to 
the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council,  directed  to  the 
speaker  of  the  senate,  as  soon  after  the  election  as  may  be. 

Done  in  convention,  the  second  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  fifteenth.  In  tes- 
timony whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  ournamej. 


James  Wilson, 

Hilary  Baker, 

William  Lewis. 

Thomas  M‘Kean, 

George  Gray, 

William  Robinson,  junior, 
Robert  Hare, 

Enoch  Edwards, 

Samuel  Ogden, 

Thomas  Jenks,  junior, 
John  Barclay, 

Abraham  Stout, 

William  Gibbons, 

Thomas  Bull, 

James  Boa d, 

Edward  Hand, 

Robert  Coleman, 

Sebastian  Graff, 

John  Hubley, 

John  Breckbill, 

Henry  Miller, 

Henry  Slagle, 

David  Reddick, 

James  Ross, 

John  Smiiie, 

Albert  Gallatin, 

James  M'Ltne. 

George  Matthews, 

James  Morris, 

Lindsey  Coats, 

Jonathan  Shoemaker, 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  President. 

William  Retd, 

Benjamin  Tyson, 
Benjamin  Pe’dan, 

Matthew  Dill, 

William  Irvine, 

James  Power, 

Joseph  Heister, 

Christian  Lower, 

Abraham  Lincoln, 

Paul  Grosoop, 

Baltzer  Gehr, 

Samuel  Sit  greaves, 

John  Arndt, 

Peter  Rhoads, 

Joseph  Powell, 

John  Finer, 

Charles  Smith, 

Simon  Snyder, 

William  Findley, 

William  Todd. 

Affix  a "'fi  r Addison, 

John  Huge, 
John'Gloninger, 

William  Brown, 

Alexander  Graydon, 
Timothy  Pickering, 
Andrew  Henderson, 

John  Gjbson, 

Thomas  Beale, 

John  Sellers, 

Nathaniel  Nowlin. 


Attest— JOSEPH  REDMAN,  Secretary. 

JACOB  SHALLUL,  Assistant  Secretary. 

CONSTITUTION 

OF  TIIE  STATE  OF  DELAWARE. 


evidence;  and  in  all  indic-tm-nts  for  libels,  the  jury  mnv  determine 
i lie  facts  and  the  law,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  (5.  Tli,.  people  shall  be  s.-eure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers 
and  possessions, from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures;  and  no 
warrant  to  search  any  place,  of  to  seize  any  p.  rson  or  things,  shall 
issue,  without  describing  them  as  particularly  as  may  be;  nor 
then,  unless  there  be  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation. 

Sec.  7.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  .the  accused  hath  a right  to 
he  hoard  by  himself  and  his  counsel,  to  be  plainly  and  fully  inform- 
ed of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  against  him,  to  meet, 
the  witnesses  in  their  examination  face  to  face,  to  have  compulso- 
ry  process  in  due  time,  on  application  by  himself,  his  friends,  or 
counsel,  Jin-  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  a speedy  and  pul*- 
lie  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  ; lie  shall  not  be  compelled  to  gfi  i 
evidence  against  himself;  nor  shall  he  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  liters  or  the  law  of  the 
land. 

Sect.  8.  No  person  shall  for  any  indictable  offence  be  proceeded 
against  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cases  arising  in  tin- 
land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time 
of  war  or  public  danger;  and  no  person  shall  lie  for  the  same  offence 
twice  put  in  jeopardy  oflifeorlimb;  nor  shall  any  man’s  property 
betaken  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  the  consent  of  his  repre- 
sentatives, and  without  compensation  being  made. 

Sec.  9.  All  courts  shall  be  open  ; and  every  man  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  reputation,  person,  moveable  or  immoveable  pos- 
sessions, shall  have  remedy  by  due  course  of  law,  and  justice  ad- 
ministered  according  to  the  very  right  of  the  cause,  and  the  law  of 
the  land,  without  sale,  denial,  or  unreasonable  delay  or  expanse  ; 
and  every  action  shall  be  tried  in  the  county  in  which  it  shall  be 
commenced,  unless  when  the  judges  of  tile  court  in  which  the^ 
cause  is  to  he  tried,  shall  determine  that  an.  impartial  trial  thereof 
cannot  be  had  in  that  county.  Suits  may  be  brought  against  the 
state,  according  to  such  regulations  as  shall  be  made  bylaw. 

Sec.  10.  No  power  ol' suspending  Jaws  shall  be  exercised,  but  by 
authority  of  the  legislature. 

Sec.  11.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted;  and  in  the  constructions 
of  goals,  a proper  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  health  of  prisoners. 

Sec.  12.  All  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  un- 
less for  capital  offences  when  the  proof  is  positive  or  the  presump- 
tion great;  and  when  persons  are  confined  on  accusation  tor  such 
offences,  their  friends  and  counsel  may  at  proper  seasons  have  ac- 
cess to  them. 

Sec.  13^  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  lie 
suspended, unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public 
safety  shall  require  it. 

Sec.  14.  No  commission  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  gaol  delivery 
shall  Le  issued.  ‘ . 

See.  15.  No  attainder  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  nor, except 
during  the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  estate.  The  estates  of 
those  who  destroy  their  own  lives  shall  descend  or  vestas  in  case 
of  natural  death,  and  if  any  person  be  killed  by  accident,  no  for- 
feiture shall  be  thereby  incurred. 

Sec.  lb.  Although  disobedience  to  the  law's  by  a part  of  the  peo- 
ple, upon  suggestions  of  impolicy  or  injustice  in  them,  tends,  by  im- 
mediate effect  and  the  influence  of  example,  not  only  to  endanger 
the  public  Welfare  and  safety,  but  also  in  governments  of  a repub- 
lican form,  contravenes  the  social  principles  of  such  governments, 
founded  on  common  consent  for  common  good  ; yet  the  citizens 
have  a right,  in  an  orderly  manner,  to  meet  together,  and  to  apply 
to  persons  entrusted  w ith  the  powers  of  government,  for  redress  of 
grievances,  or  other  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  remonstrance,  or 
address. 

Sec.  17.  No  standing  army  shall  be  kept  up  without  the  consent 
of  the  legislature ; and  the  military  shall,  in  all  cases  and  at  all 


worshippi 
thei 

quiring  and 

attaining  objects  suitable  to  their  condition,  without  injury  by  one 
to  another;  and  as  these  rights  are  essential  to  their  welfare,  tor 
the  due  exercise  thereof,  power  is  inherent  in  them  ; and  therefore 
all  just  authority  in  the  institutions  of  political  society  is  deriv- 
ed from  the  people,  and  established  with  their  consent,  to  advance 
their  happiness:  and  they  may,  for  this  end.  as  ciivu instances  re- 
quire from  time  to  time,  alter  their  constitution  of  government. 

AKTUTtS  I. 

See.  I.  Although  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  frequently  to  assemble 
together  for  the  public  worship  of  the  Author  of  the  universe,  and 
jpietyand  morality,  on  which  the  prosperity  of  ^communities  de- 
pends, are  thereby  promoted  ; yet  no  man  shall  or  ought  to  be 
compelled  to  attend  any  religious  worship,  to  contribute  to  the 
erection  or  support  of  anyplace  of  worship,  or  to  the- maintenance 
of  any  ministry,  against  his  own  free  will  and  consent ; and  no 
power  shall  dr  ought  to  be  vested  in  or  assumed  by  any  magistrate, 
that  shall  in  any  case  interfere  with,  or  in  any  manner  control  the 
rights  of  conscience,  in  the  free  exercise  of  religious  worship,  nor  a 
preference  given  by  law  to  any  religious  societies,  denominations, 
or  modes  of  worship. 

Sec.  2.  No  religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a qualification  to 
any  office,  or  public  trust,  under  this  state. 

Sec.  3.  All  elections  shall  be  free  and  e\ual. 

Sec.  4.  Trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofore. 

Sec.  5.  The  press  shall  he  free  to  every  citizen,  who  undertakes 
to  examine  the  official  conduct  of  men  acting  in  a public  capacity  ; 
find  any  citizen  may  print  on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  the 
abuse  of  that  liberty.  In  prosecutions  for  publications,  investignt- 
hig  the  proceedings  of  officers,  or  where  the  matter  published  is 
proper  for  public  information,  the  truth  thereof  may  be.  given  in 


any  of- 
fer a 

longer  term  than  during  good  behavior ; and  no  person  holding 
any  office  under  this  state  shall  accept  of  any  office,  or  title  of  any 
kind  whatever,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  state. 

We  declare' that  every  thing  in  this  article  is  reserved  out  of  the 
general  powers  of  government  hereinafter  mentioned. 

AttTir-.K  II. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  of  lids  state  shall  be  vested  in  a g<* 
neral  assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a senate,  and  house  of  repre- 
sent ati-»  os. 

Sec.  2.  Tim  representatives  sliail  be  chosen  annually  bytheciri- 
zens  residing  in  the  several  counties  respectively,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  October. 

No  person  shall  bo  a representative  who  shall  not  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  have  a freehold  in  the  county 
in  which  he  shall  he’  chosen,  have  been  a citizen  and  inhabitant  of 
the  state  three  yeans  next  preceding  the  first  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lature after  his  election,  and  tire  last  year  of  that  term  an  inhabi- 
tant of  tin-  eou’li.ty  in  which  he  shall  he  chosen,  unless  he  shall  have 
been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this 
state. 

There  shall  he  seven  representatives  chosen  in  each  county,  un- 
til a greater  number  of  representatives  shall  by  the  general  assem- 
bly be  judged  necessary ; and  then,  two  thirds  of  eacli  branch  of 
the  legislature  concurring,  they  may  by  law  make  prevision  for  in- 
creasing their  number. 

Sec.  3.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years  by  the  citi- 
zens residing  in  the  several  counties  respectively,  having  right  tit 
vote  for  veim-sentatives,  at  the  same  time  when  they  shall  vote  far 
representatives,  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  places. 
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No  person  shall  be  a senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  he  governor; 
«ge  of  twenty-seven  rears,  arid  have  in  the  county,  in  which  he  hut,  if  two  or  more  shall  lie  equal  in  the  highest  number  of  vote 
shall  be  chosen,  a freehold  estate  in  two  hundred  am  s of  land  or  an  j the  members  of  the  two  hous 
estate 
one  thou'si 

hi  taut  of  the  state  three  years  next  prtceedii 

the  legislature  after  his  election,  and  the  last  year  of  that  term  an 


hall  by  joint  ballot,  choose  one  of 
n real  and  personal  property,  or  in  either,  of  the  value  of  ! them  to  be  governor;  and  if  upon. such  hailot,  two  or  more  of  them 
iiisam!  pounds  at  hast,  and  have  been  a citizen  and  inha- 1 shall  still  be  equal  and  highest  in  vote*,  the  speaker  of  the  senate 
the  first  meeting  of  shall  have  an  additional  easting  vote. 

year  of  that  term  an  Contested  elections  of  a governor  shall  be  determined  by  a joint 
ich  he  shall  be  chosen,  unless  he  | committee,  consisting  of  one  third  of  all  the  members  of  eaeh 


inhabitant  of  the  county 


shall  hm  e been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States,  i branch  of  the  legislature,  to  be  selected  by  ballot  of  the  houses  Iv- 
or of  this  state.  I spcctively  : Every  person  of  the  committee  shall  take  an  oath  or 

There  shall  be  three  senators  chosen  in  each  county.  When*)  affirmation,  that  in  determining  the  said  election,  he  will  faithfully 
greater  number  of  senators  shall,  by  the  general  assembly,  he  judg-j  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  him  ; and  the  committee  shall  always 


sit  with  open  doors. 


<1  necessary,  two  thirds  of  each  branch  concurring,  they  may  by 
law  make  provision  for  increasing  their  number ; but  the  number 
of  senators  shail  never  be  greater  than  one  half,  nor  less  than  one 
third  of  the  number  of  representatives. 

Immediately  after  the  senators  shall  he  assembled  in  consequence 
of  the  first  election,  the  senators  residing  in  each  county  shall  be 
divided  by  lot  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the 
first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year;  otj  lore  the  first  meeting  of  the  legislature  after  his  election,  and  the 
the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  and  of  the  (last  six  of  that  term  an  inhabitant  ofthis  state,  unless  he  shall  hav 


Sec*.  3.  The  governor  shall  hold  his  office  during  three  years  from 
ie  third  Tuesday  of  January  next  ensuing  his  election  ; and  siiall 
not  be  capable  of  holding  it  longer  than  three  in  any  term  of  six' 
years. 

Sec.  4.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty-six  years  of  ago,  and  have  been 
a citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the-  United  States  twelve  years  next  lx- 


third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year 
may  be  chosen  every  year. 


so  that  one  third!  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this 
state. 


See.  4.  The  general  assembly  shall  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday'  Sec.  5,  No  member  of  congress,  nor  person  holding  any  office 


of  January  in  every  year,  unless  sooner  convened  by  thegovernor 
See.  5,  Each  house  shall  choose  its  speaker  and  other  officers; 
and  also  each  house,  whose  speaker  shall  exercise  the  office  of  go- 
vernor, may  choose  a speaker  pro  tempore. 


under  the  United  States  or  this  state,  shall  exercise  the  office  of  go- 
rnor. 

See.  6.  The  governor  shall  at  stated  times  receive  for  his  services 
an  adequate  salary,  to  he  fixed  hv  law,  which  shall  be  neither  in- 


See.  6.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  qua-  c reased  nor  diminished  during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have 
location's  of  its-  own  members;  and  a majority  of  each  shall  con-  been  elected. 

stitute  a quorum  to  do  business;  but  a smaller  number  may  adjourn  Sec.  7.  He  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of 

from  day  to  day,  and  shall  he  authorised  to  compel  the  attendance  j this  state,  and  of  the  militia  ; except,  when  they  shall  be  called  into 
of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penalties,  as  I the  service  of  the  United  States. 


■hall  be  deemed  expedient. 


Sec.  8.  He  shall  appoint  all  officers  whose  offices  are  established 


See.  7.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,!  by  this  constitution,  or  shall  be  established  by  law,  and  whose  an 
punish  any  of  its  members  lor  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  pointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for;  but  no  person 
concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a member;  and  shall  have  all!  shall  be  appointed  to  an  office  within  a county  who  shall  not  haven 
other  powers  necessary  fora  branch  of  the  legislature  of  a free  aud  I right  to  vote  for  representatives,  and  have  been  an  inhabitant  there- 


independent  state. 


in  one  year  next  before  bis  appointment,  nor  hold  the  office  longer 


Sec.  8.  Each  house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  than  he  continues  to  reside  in  the  county.  No  niei uber  of  congress, 
publish  them  immediately  after  every  session,  except  such  parts  as]  nor  any  person  holding  or  exercising  any  office  under  the  United 
may  require  secrecy ; and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  on  i States,  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  or  exercise  the  office  of  judge, 
any  question,  shall,  at  thedesireof  any  member,  be  entered  on  the]  treasure  r,  attorney-general,. secretary,  clerk  of  the  supreme  court, 
journal.. 

See.  9.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  of  committees  of  the  whole 
shall  be  open,  unless  when  the  business  is  such  as  ought  to  be  kept 
secret. 

Sec.  10.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other, 
adjourn  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in 
which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

See.  11.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  a compen- 
sation for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  the  state ; but  no  law,  varying  the  compensa- 
tion, shall  take  effect  till  an  election  of  representatives  shail 
have  intervened.  They  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  fe- 
lony, or  breach  cf  the  peace,  lie  privileged  from  arrest. during  their 
attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective  houses,  and  in  going 
to.  and  returning  from  the  same;  aud  for  any  speech  or  debate  in 
either  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

Sec.  12.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office 
under  this  state,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
of  which  shall  have  been  increased  during  such  time.  No  person 
concerned  in  any  army  or  navy-  contract,  no  member  of  congress, 
nor  any"  person  holding  any  office  under  this  state,  or  the  United 
States, 'except  the  attorney-general,  officers  usually  appointed  by 
the  courts  of  justice  respectively,  attornics  at  law,  anti  officers  in 
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prothonotary,  register  tor  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters 
of  administration,  recorder,  sheriff',  or  any  office,  under  this  state, 
with  a salary  bylaw  annexed  to  it,  or  any  other  office  which  the 
legislature  shall' declare  incompatible  with  offices  or  appointments 
under  the  U.  States.  No  person  shall  hold  more  than  one  of  the 
following  offices  at  the  same  time,  to  wit : treasurer,  attorney-gt  ju- 
ral, clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  prothonotary,  register,  or  sheriff! 
All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  state,  shall  be  sealed 
with  the  great  seal,  and  be  signed  and  tested  by  the  governor. 

Sec.  9.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures ; and 
to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

Sec.  10.  He  may  require  iiffbrmntmn  in  w riting  from  the  officer* 
in  the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  11.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  general  assembly 
information  of  affairs  concerning  the  state;  anu  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  Measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient. 

Sec.  12.  He  may.  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  gene- 
ral assembly ; a*ul  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  tw  o houses 
with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such 
time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  nut  exceeding  three  months. 

Sec.  13.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  law's  be  faithfully  executed. 
Sec.  14.  On  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  governor,  or  his  re- 
the  militia,  holding  no  disqualifying  office,  shall  during  his  cohtinu-j  moval  from  office  on  impeachment,  or  for  inability,  tbe  speaker  of 


auce  in  congress  or  in  office,  be  a senator  or  representative. 

Sec.  13.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  writs  of  elec- 
tion shall  he  issued  by  the  speakers  respectively,  or  in  cases  of  ne- 
cessity,-in  such  other  manneras  shall  be  provided  for  by  law;  and 
the  persons  thereupon  chosen  shall  hold  their  seats  as  long  as  those 
in  whose  stead  they  are  elected  might  have  done,  if  such  vacancies 
had  not  happened. 

Sec.  14.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  house 
of  representatives ; but  the  senate  may  propose  alterations  as  on 
other  bills;  and  no  bill,  from  tlie  operation  oi  which,  when  passed 
into  a law',  revenue  may  incideiitly  arise,  shall  be  accounted  a bill 
for  raising  revenue ; 110’r  shall  any  matter  or  clause  whatever,  not 
immediately  relating  to  and  necessary  tor  raising  revenue,  be  in 
anv  manner  blended  with  or  annexed  to  a bill  for  raising  revenue. 

See.  15.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  appropriations  made  by  law  ; and  a regular  statement 
and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money 
shall  be  published  annually. 

ARTICLE  TIT. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  powers  of  this  state  shall  be  vest- 
ed in  a governor. 

Sec.  2.  The  governor  shall  lie  chosen  on  the  first  T uesday  of 
Octolier,  by  the  citizens  of  the  state  having  right  to  vote  for  re- 
presentatives, in  the  counties  where  they  respectively  reside,  at  the 
places  where  they  shall  vote  for  representatives. 

The  returns  of  every  election  for  governor  shall  he  sealed  up  and 
immediately  delivered  by  the  returning  officers  of  the  several  coun- 
ties to  the  speaker  of  the  senate,  or  in  ease  of  his  death,  to  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  who  shall  keep  the  same 
until  a speaker  of  the  senate  shall  be  appointed,  to  whom  they 
shall  be  immediately  delivered  after  tiis  appointment,  who  shall 
open  and  publish  the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  members  ofljoth 
houses  of  the  legislature.  Duplicates  of  tbe  said  returns  sbali  al- 
so be  immediately  lodged  with  the  prothonotary  of  each  county » 


the  senate  at  that  time  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor  until 
newr  governor  shall  he  duly  qualified  ; and  on  the  de  ath  or  resig- 
nation of  the  speaker  of  the  senate,  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives  at  that  time  shall  ixircise  the  office,  until  it  be  re- 
gularly vested  in  a new  governor.  If  the  trial  of  a contested  elec- 
tion shall  continue  longer  titan  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next 
ensuing  the  election  of  a governor,  the  governor  of  the  last  year, 
or  die  speaker  of  the  senate  or  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
who  may  then  be  in  the  exercise  of  the  executive  authority,  shnU— 
continue  therein  until  a determination  of  such  contested  election. 
The  governor  shall  not  be  removed  from  his  office  for  inability  but 
with  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of' each 
branch  of  the  legislature. 

Sec.  15.  A secretary  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  during 
the  governor’s  continuance  in  office,  if  he  shall  so  long  behave 
himself  well.  He  shall  keep  a lair  register  of  all  the  official  acts 
and  proceedings  of  the  governor  ; and  shall  when  required  by  ei- 
ther branch  of  the  legislature, lay  the  same  and  all  papers,  minutes, 
and  vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  them  ; and  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  shall  be  enjoined  him  bv  law.  He  shall  have  a com- 
pensation for  his  services  to  be  fixed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sec.  1.  All  elections  of  governor,  senators,  and  representatives 
shall  be  by  haliot ; and  in  such  elections  every  White  freeman  cf 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the  state  two  years 
next  before  the  election,  and  within  that  time  paid  a state  or  coun- 
ty tax.  which  shall  have  been  assessed  at  least  six  months  before 
the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector;  and  the  sons-  of 
persons  so  qualified  shall,  between  the  ages  of  tw  nty-one  and 
twenty-two  years,  be  entitled  to  vote,  although  they  shall  not  have 
paid  taxes. 

Sec.  2.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason, felony,  or  breach 
of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  attest  during  their  attendance  at 
elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

See.  1.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power 
of  impeaching;  but  two  thin's  of  all  the  members  must  concur  ip 
an  impeachment.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  l»y  the  senate, 
and,  when  sittingfor  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath 
or  affirmation  to  do  justice  according  to  the  evidence.  No  person 
shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  all  the 
senators. 

Sec.  2.  The  governor  and  all  other  civil  officers  under  this  state 
shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  treason,  bribery,  or  any  high 
crime  or  misdemeanor  in  office.  Judgment  in  sueli  cases  shall  not 
extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office  ami  disqualification  to 
hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under  this  s' ate ; but  the 
party  convicted  shail  nevertheless  be  subject  to  indictment,  trial, 
Judgments  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

Sec.  3.  Treason  against  this  state  shall  consist  only  in  levying  wav 
against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  government,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treasons 
unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or 
on  confession  in  open  court. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  state  shall  he  vested  in  a court 
of  chancery,  a supreme  court,  and  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  gaol  delivery,  in  a court  of  common  pleas,  and  in  an  or- 
phan’s court,  register’s  court,  and  a court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  for  each  county,  in  justices  of  the  peace,  and  in  such  other 
courts  as  the  legislature,  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of  each 
branch  concurring,  may,  from  time  to  time,  establish. 

Sec.  2.  The  chancellor  and  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  and 
©f  the  court  of  common  pleas  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behavior;  but  for  any  reasonable  cause  which  shall  not  be  a suffi- 
cient ground  for  an  impeachment,  the  governor  may,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, remove  any  of  them,  on  the  address  of  two  thirds  of  all  the 
members  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature  They  shall,  at  stated 
times,  receive  for  their  services  adequate  salaries,  to  be  fixed  by 
law,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  coniinuance~in  of- 
fice. and  shall  be  payable  quarterly  to  their  respective  orders  upon 
the  treasurer,  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury;  but  they  shall 
hold  no  other  office  of  profit,  nor  rec 
except  such  fees  as  shall  be  fixed  by 
out  of  court. 


a party,  the  courts,  upon  motion,  shall  grant  such  a continuance  of 
the  cause  as  to  judges  shall  apjiear  proper. 

See.  12.  Whenever  a person,  not  being  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, appeals  from  the  decree  of  the  chancellor,  or  applies  lor  a 
writ  of  error,  such  appeal  or  writ  shall  be  no  stay  of  proceeding  in 
the  chancery,  or  the  court  to  which  the  writ  issues,  unless  theap* 
pellantor  plaintiff  in  error  shall  give  sufficient  security,  to  be  ap- 
proved respectively  by  the  chancellor,  or  by  a judge  of  the  court 
from  which  the  writ  issues,  that  the  appellant  or  plaintiff  in  error 
shall  prosecute  respecti  vely  his  appeal  or  writ  to  effect,  and  pay  the 
condemnation  money  and  all  costs,  or  otherwise  abide  the  decree 
in  appeal  or  the  judgment  in  error,  if  he  fail  to  make  his  plea 
good. 

Sec.  13.  No  writ  of  error  shall  he  brought  upon  any  judgment 
heretofore  confessed,  entered  or  rendered,  but  within  five  y ears  from 
this  time;  nor  upon  any  judgment  hereafter  to  be  Confessed, 
tered  or  rendered,  but  within  five  years  after  the  confessing,  enter- 
ingj  or  rendering  thereof,  unless  the  person  entitled  to  such  writ  be 
an  infant,  feme  covert,  non  compos  mentis,  ora  prisoner,  and  then* 
within  five  years  exclusive  of  the  time  of  such  disability. 

Sec.  14.  Tbe  equity  of  jurisdiction  -heretofore  exercised  by  the 
judgesof  the  court  oi  common  pleas,  shall  be  separated  from  the 
common  law  jurisdiction,  and  vested  in  a chancellor,  who  shall 
hold  courts  of  chancery  in  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  in 
cases  of  equity  jurisdiction,  where  the  chancellor  is  interested,  ti»e 
cognizance  thereof  shall  belong  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  with 
an  appeal  to  the  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals. 

Sec.  15.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  any  two 
of  them,  shall  compose  the  orphans’  court  of  each  oounty,and  may 
exercise  tfve  equity  jurisdiction  heretofore  exercised  by  the  orphans’ 
court,  except  to  the  adjusting  and  settling  executors,  administra- 
tors, and  guardians’  accounts;  in  which  cases  they  shall  have  an 
appellate  jurisdiction  from  the  sentence  or  decree  of  the  register.— 
This  court  may  issue  process  throughout  the  state,  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  witnesses.  Appeals  may  be  made  from  the  orphans’ 
court,  in  cases  where  that  court  has  original  j urisdiction,  to  the  su- 
preme court,  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  16.  An  executor,  administrator,  or  guardian,  shall  file  every 
account,  with  the  register  for  the  county,  who  shall  as'  soon  as  eon- 


receive  any  fees  or  perquisites, ! 'eni<ufrI>-  ln^  be’  tairflI»y  famine  the  particulars  with  the  proofs 

bv  law  for  business  to  be  done  I tbereof’  ,n  t,ie  I)reserice-  ot  such  executor,  administrator,  or  guar- 
oy  law  loi  Business  to  De  uone  dia,u  and  ^a„  ad;ust  3nd  settle  the  same<  aceording  to  the  very 

I right  of  the  matter,  and  the  law  of  the  land  ; which  account  so 
Sec.  3.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  not  fewer  than  settled,  shall  remain  in  his  office  for  inspection  ; and  the  executor, 
three,  nor  more  than  four,  one  of  whom  shall  he  tlip  chief  justice,  administrator,  or  guardian  shall,  within  three  months  after  such  srt- 
There  shall  be  a judge  residing  in  each  county'.  The  jurisdiction  tlement,  give  due  notice  in  writing  to  all  persons  entitled  to  shares 
of  this  court  shall  extend  over  the  state.  The  judges  shall,  by  vir-  of  the  estate,  or  to  their  guardians  respectively',  if  residing  within 
tue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  s*nd  general  the  state,  that  the  account  is  lodged  in  the  said  office  for  inspection; 
gaol  delivery  in  the  several  counties.  Any  two  of  the  judges  may  and  the  judges  of  the  orphans’  court  shall  hear  the  exce  ptions  of 
act  as  if  all  were  present.  any  persons  concerned,  if  anyr  be  made,  and  thereupon  allow  no 

See.  4.  The  judges  of  the  court,  of  common  pleas  shall  be  not  demand  whatever  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  unless  upon 
fewer  than  three,  nor  more  than  four,  one  of  whom  shall  be  chief;  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  they  shall  be  fully  convinced 
Justice.  There  shall  be  a judge  residing  in  each  county.  The.ju-  that  the  same  is  therewith  justly  chargeable. 

risdiction  of  court  shall  extend  over  the  state.  Any  two  of  the  j Sec.  17.  The  registers  of  the  several  counties  shall  respectively 
judges  may  act  as  il  all  were  present.  j hold  the  register’s  court  in  each  county.  Upon  the  litigation  of 

Sec.  5.  The  chancellor,  or  any  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  or  of  a cause,  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  examined  shall  be  taken  at 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  shall  issue  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in,  large  in  writing,  and  make  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  cause;-* 
vacation  time  and  out  of  term,  when  duly  applied  for,  which  shall  Tliis“cdurt  may'  issue  process,  throughout  the  state,  to  compel  tha 
be  immediately  obeyed.  j attendance  of  witnesses.  Appeals  may  be  made  from  a register’s 

Sec.  6.  Any  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  or  of  the  court  of  com-  court  to  the  supreme  court,  whose  decision  shall  be  final.  In  cases 
jnon  pleas  may,  unless  the  legislature  shall  otherwise  provide  by  ! where  a register  is  interested  in  questions  concerning  the  probate 


law,  out  of  court,  take  the  acknowledgement  of  deeds  ; and  the 
same  being  thereon  certified  under  his  hand,  such  deed  shall  be 
recorded  and  have  the  same  effect  as  if  acknowledged  in  open 
court. 

See.  7.  In  civil  causes,  when  pending,  the  supreme  court  and  j 
court  of  common  pleas  shall  have  the  power,  before  judgment,  of 
directing,  upon  such  terms  as  they  shall  deem  reasonable,  amend- 
ments in  pleadings  and  legal  proceedings,  so  that  by  error  in  any 
of  them  the  determination  of  causes,  according  to  their  real  merits, 
shall  not  be  hindered  ; and  also  of  directing  the  examination  of 
witnesses  that  are  aged,  very  infirm,  or  going  out  of  the  state,  upon 
interrogatories  de  bene  esse,  to  be  read  in  evidence  in  case  of  the 
death  or  departure  of  the  witnesses  before  the  trial,  or  inability  by 
reason  of  age,  sickness,  bodily  infirmity,  or  imprisonment,  then  to 
attend  ; and  also  the  power  of  obtaining  evidence  from  places  not 
within  the  state. 

Sec.  8.  Suits  may  originate  in  the  supreme  court  or  court  of 
common  pleas. 

Sec.  9.  One  judge  of  the  supreme  court  or  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  may,  if  the  oilier  judges  come  not,  open  and  adjourn  the 
court,  and  may  also  make  the  necessary  rules  preparatory  respec- 
tively to  the  trial  or  argument  of  causes. 

Sec.  10.  At  any  time  pending  an  action  for  debtor  damages,  the 
defendant  may  bring  into  court  a sum  of  money  for  discharging 
the  same  and  the  costs  then  accrued,  and  the  plaimiff  not  accepting 
thereof,  it  shall  be  delivered  for  his  use  to  the  clerk  or  prothonotavy 
of  the  court;  and  if,  upon  the  final  decision  of  the  cause,  the  plain- 
tiff shall  not  recover  a greater  sum  than  that  paid  into  court  for 
him,  he  shall  not  recover  any  costs  accruing  after  such  payment, 
except  where  the  plaintiff  is  an  executor  or  administrator. 

Sec.  11.  By  the  death  of  any  party  no  suit  in  chancery  or  at  law, 
where  the  cause  of  action  survives,  shall  abate;  but,  until  the  le- 
gislature shall  otherwise  provide,  suggestion  of  such  death  being 
entered  of  record,  the  executor  or  administrator  of  a deceased  pe- 
4l  tinner  or  plaintiff  may  prosecute  the  said  suit;  and  if  a respon- 
dent or  defendants  dies,  the  executor  or  administrator,  being  duly 
served  with  a scire  facias  thirty  days  before  the  return  thereof,  shall 
be  considered  as  a party  to  the  suit,  in  the  same  mahineij  as  if  he 
had  voluntarily  made  himself  a party;  and  in  ay  of  those  cases  the 
court,  shall  pass  a decree,  nr  render  judgment  for  or  against  execu- 
tors or  administrators  as  to  right  appertains.  But  where  an  execu- 
tor or  administrator  of  a deceased  respondent  or  defendant  becomes 


of  wills,  the  granting  letters  of  administration,  or  executors,  ad  . 
mi nistrators,  or  guardians  accounts,  the  cognizance  thereof  shall 
belong  to  the  orphans’  court,  with  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  court 
those  decisions  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  18.  The  pjothonotarits  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  may 
issue  process  as  heretofore,  take  recognizances  of  bail,  and  sign 
confessions  of  judgment;  and  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  court  shall 
have  the  like  powers.  No  judgment  in  the  supreme,  court  or 
court  of  common  pleas  held  for  one  county,  shall  hind  lands  or 
tenements  in  another,  until  a testatum,  fieri  facias  being  issued, 
shall  be  entered  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the 
county  wherein  the  lands  or  tenements  are  situated. 

Sec.  19.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  shall,  by  vir- 
tue of  their  offices,  compose  the  courts  of  general  quarter  sessions 
of  tlie  peace,  and  gaol  delivery,  within  the  several  counties.  Any 
two  of  the  said  judges  shall  he  a quorum. 

Sec.  20.  The  governor  shall  appoint  a competent  number  of 
persons  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  not  exceeding'  twelve 
in  each  county,  until  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature 
shall  by  law  direct  an  addition  to  the  number,  who  shall  be  coin- 
missioned  for  seven  years,  if  so  long  they  shall  behave  themselves 
well : but  may  be  removed  by  the  governor  within  that  time  on 
conviction  of  misbehavior  in  office,  or  on  the  address  of  both  hous- 
es of  the  legislature. 

Sec.  21.  The  style  in  all  process  and  public  acts,  shall  he,  TIIE 
STATE  OF  DELAWARE,  Prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on 
in  the  name  of  the  state,  and  shall  conclude  against  the  peace 
and  dignity  of  the  state. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Sec.  1.  Th,cre  shall  he  a1  court  styled  The  high  eovrt.  of  errors 
and  appeal ?,  which  shall  consist  of  the  chancellor  and  of  the 
judgesof  the  supreme  court,  and  court  of  common  pleas.  Any 
four  of  thejmiges  of  this  court  may  proceed  on  business ; but  any 
smaller  number  may  open  and  adjourn  the  court.  If  any  of  them 
has  rendered  judgment  or  passed  a decree  in  any  cause  before  re- 
moval, he  shall  not  sit  judicially  upon  the  hearing  of  the  same  in 
this  court,  but  may  assign  the  reasons  upon  which  such  judgment 
was  rendered  or  such  decree  passed.  The  chancellor  shall  pre- 
side, except  when  he  cannot  sit  judicially;  and  in  such  cases,  or 
his  absence,  the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court;  but  if  lie  is  so 
disqualified  or  abseait,  then  the  chief  justice  of  the  court  ot  com*' 
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moil  l>feas  shall  preside  ; and  if  he  is  so  disqualified  or  absent,  sales  by  sheriff's, where  they  will  hear  a division,  into  as  many  par- 
then  the  next  eldest  judge  according  to  priority  in  date  of  com-  j cels  as  may  be  without  spoiling  the  whole,  and  for  advertising  and 
‘missions,  if  present,  and  not  disqualified  as  aforesaid,  shall  preside-!  making  the  sales  in  sucli  manner,  and  at  swell  times  and  places. 
This  court  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  error  to  the  supreme ' as  may  render  them  most  beneficial  to  all  persons  concerned;  and 
court,  and  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  to  receive  and  de- 1 lor  establishing  schools,  and  promoting  arts  and  sciences, 
termine  appeals  from  interlocutory  or  final  orders  or  decrees  of  j AltTlCLi  IX 

the  chancellor.  Errors  shall  be  assigned,  and  causes  of  appeal  ex- , MpTOhe„  pf  the  general  assembly*  and*  all  officers  executive  an£ 
hibited  m wm.ng  speedily,  and  citations  duly  served  on  adverse  jiu{;tja!}  s],ajj  ^ bound  bv  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  the  con- 

P"£S.  Upon  tlie  reveral  of  a of  the  cmp-t,  S’  £f>  ”** to  r"fgrm  "K  gf  ",ek  «««*» 

or  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  ora  decree  of  the  chancellor,!  ‘ * 

this  court  shall  resxiectivcly  render  such  judgment,  or  pass  such  f AUTICES  X. 

decree,  os  the  supreme  court  or  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  the  The  general  assemhly,  whenever  two-thirds  of  each  house  shall 
chancellor  ought  to  have  rendered  or  passed,  except  where  the  re-  deem  it  necessary,  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  governor 
versal  is  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  or  petitioner  in  the  original  suit, ! propose  amendments  to  this  destitution,  and  at  least  three,  and 
and  the  damages  to  be  assessed,  or  the  matters  to  he  decreed,  are  I not  more  than  six  months  before  the  next  general  election  of  re- 
uncertain:  In  any  of  wlncli  cases  the  causes  shall  be  remanded,  in  presentatives,  duly  publish  them  in  print  for  the  consideration  of 
order  to  a final  decis-ion.  | the  people;  and  if  three  fourths  of  each  brauch  of  the  legisla- 

ture shall  after  such  an  election,  and  before  another,  ratify  the 


Sec.  3.  The  judges  of  this  court  may  issue  all  process  proper 
for  bringing  records  fully  before  thefii,  and  for  carrying  their  de- 
terminations into  execution. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

See.  1.  The  members  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  court  of 
• common  pleas,  and  the  attorney  general,  shall,  by  virtue  of*  their 
offices,  be  conservators  of  the  peace  throughout  the  state:  and  the 
treasurer,  secretary,  clerks  of  the  supreme  court,  prothonotaries. 
registers,  recorders,  sheriffs,  and  coroners,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their 
offices,  he  conservators  thereof,  within  the  counties, respectively, 
in  which  they  reside. 

Sec.  2.  The  representative,  and  when  there  shall  be  more  than 
one,  the  representatives,  of  the  people  of  this  state  in  congress, 
shall  be  voted  for  at  the  same  places  where  representatives  in  the 
state  legislature  are  voted  for,  and  in  the  same  manner. 

Sec.  3.  Tim  state  treasurer  shall  he  appointed  annually  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  senate.  No 
person,  who  hath  served  in  the  office  of  state  treasurer,  shall  he 
eligible  to  a seat  in  either  house  of  the  legislature  utitil  he  shall 
have  made  a final  settlement  of  lvis  accounts  as  treasurer,  and  dis- 
charged the  balance,  if  auy  thereon  due. 

Sec.  4.  Two  persons  for  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  two  for  the 
office  of  coroner,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  citizens  residing  in  each 
County,  and  having  right  to  vote  for  representatives,  at  the  time 
and  places  of  election  of  representatives,  one  of  whom  for  each 
office,  respectively,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor.  They 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years,  if  so  long  they  shall  behave 
themselves  well,  and  until  successors  be  duly  qualified;  but  no 
person  shall  be  twice  appointed  sheriff,  upon  election  by  the  citi- 
zens, in  any  term  of  six  years.  The  governor  shall  fill  vacancies 
in  these  offices  by  new  appointments  to  continue  unto  the  next 
general  election,  and  until  successors  shall  be  chosen  and  duly 
qualified.  The  legislature,  two-thirds  of  each  branch  concurring, 
may,  when  it  shall  be  judged  expedient,  vest  the  appointment  of 
sheriffs  and  coroners  in  the  governor;  but  no  person  shall  be  twice 
appointed  sheriff  in  any  term  of  six  years. 

Sec.  5.  The  attorney  general,  clerks  of  the  supreme  court,  pro- 
thonotaries,  registers,  clerks  of  the  orphans’  courts  and  of  the 
peace,  shall  repetitively  be  commissioned  for  five  years,  if  so  long 
they  shall  behave  themselves  well;  but  may  be  removed  by  the  go- 
vernor w ithin  that  time,  on  conviction  of  misbehavior  in  office, or 
on  the  address  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature.  Prothonotaries, 
clerks  of  the  supreme  court,  of  the  orphans’  courts,  registers,  re- 
corders, and  sheriffs,  shail  keep  their  offices  in  the  town  or  place  in 
in  each  county,  in  which  the  supreme  court  and  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  are  usually  held. 

Sec.  6.  Attorniesat  law,  all  inferior  officers  in  the  treasury  de- 
partment, election  officers,  officers  relating  to  taxes,  to  the  poor 
and  to  the  highways,  constables  and  hundred  officers,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  such  manner  as  is  or  may  be  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  All  salaries  and  lees  annexed  to  offices  shall  be  moderate; 
and  no  officer  shall  receive  any  fees  whatever,  without  giving  to 
the  person  who  pays,  a receipt  for  them,  if  required,  therein  spe- 
cifying every  particular,  and  the  charge  for  it. 

Sec.  8.  No  costs  shall  be  paid  by  a person  accused,  on  a bill  be- 
ing returned  ignoramus;  nor  on  acquittal  by  a jury,  unless  a ma- 
jority of  the  judges  present  at  the  trial,  certify,  that  there  was 
probable  cause  for  the  prosecution. 

Sec.  9.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities  and  estates  of  reli- 
gious societies  and  corporate  bodies,  shall  remain  as  if  the  consti- 
tution of  tins  state  had  not  been  altered.  No  clergyman  or  preach- 
er of  the  gospel,  of  any  denomination,  shall  be  capable  of  holding 
any  civil  office  in  this  state,  or  of  being  a member  of  either  branch 
of  the  legislature,  while  he  continues  in  the  exercise  of  the  pasto- 
ral or  clerical  functions. 

Sec.  10.  All  the  laws  of  this  state  existing  at  the  time  of  making 
this  constitution,  and  not  inconsistent  with  it,  shall  remain  in  force, 
unless  they  shall  be  altered  by  future  laws ; and  all  actions  and 
prosecutions  now  pending,  shall  proceed  as  if  this  constitution  had 
not  been  made. 

^ Sec.  11.  This  constitution  shall  he  prefixed  to  every  edition  of 
the  laws  made  by  direction  of  the  legislature. 


reducing 

them,  and  all  acts  of  the  general  assembly  into  such  order,  and 
publishing  them  in  such  manner,  that  thereby  the  knowledge  of 
them  may  be  generally  diffused;  for  choosing  inspectors  and  judges 
of  elections,  and  regulating  the  same,  in  such  manner,  as  shall 
most  effectually  guard  the  rights  of  the  citizens  entitled  to  vote; 
for  better  securing  personal  liberty,  and  easily  and  speedily  redress- 
ing all  wrongful  restraints  thereof;  for  more  certainly  obtaining 
returns  of  impartial  juries;  fty;  dividing-  lands  and  taqeineuts  i:\ 


same  amendments,  they  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  parts  of  this  constitution.  No  convention  shall  be  called  but  by 
the  authority  of  the  people:  and  an  unexceptionable  mode  of  mak- 
ing their  sense  known,  will  be  for  them  at  a general  election  of 
representatives,  to  vote  also  by  ballot  for  or  against  a convention, 
as  they  shall  severally  choose  to  do  ; and  if  thereupon,  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  a ma  jority  of  all  the  citizens  in  the  state  having  right  to 
vote  for  representatives,  have  voted  for  a convention,  the  general 
assembly  shall  accordingly  at  their  next  sessions,  call  a convention, 
to  consist  at  least  of  as  many  members  as  there  are  in  both  houses 
of  the  legislature,  to  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner,  at  the  same 
places,  and  at  the  same  time  that  representatives  are,  by  the  citizens 
entitled  to  vote  for  representatives,  on  due  notice  given  for  one 
month,  and  to  meet  within  three  months  after  they  -shall  be 
elected. 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconveniences  may  arise  from  the  alterations  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  state,  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  into  com- 
plete operation,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained : 

Sec.  1.  That  the  president,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  inability,  or 
absence  frotai  the. state,  the  speaker  of  the  legislative  council  at  that 
time,  and  in  case  of  his  death,  inability,  or  absence  from  the  state, 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly,  at  that  time,  shall  res- 
pectively,  with  the  privy  council,  exei-cise  the  executive  au- 
thority of  this  state,  until  the  third  Tuesday  in  January 
next.  If  the  death,  inability,  or  absence  of  the  pi-esident,  shall 
happen  after  the  first  Tuesday  of  next  October,  and  before  the 
first  Tuesday  in  next  January,  then  the  executive  authority  shall 
devolve  upon  the  person  who  was  speaker  of  the  council  at  the 
next  preceding  session  of  the  general  assembly;  and  in  case  of  bis 
death,  inability  or  absence,  upon  the  person  who  was  speaker  of 
the  house  of  assembly  at  the  said  next  pi-eceding  session. 

See.  2.  That  all  persons  holding  offices  to  which  under  this  con- 
stitution, appointments  are  to  be  made  by  th»governor,  shall  con- 
tinue in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  until 
the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  on  - thousand  seven  bundled  and 
ninety-three,  unless  their  commissions  shall  sooin-r  expire  by  their 
own  limitations,  or  the  said  offices  shall  become  vacant  by  death 
or  resignation,  and  no  longer-,  unless  re-appointed  and  commission- 
ed by  the  governor. 

Sec.  3.  That  justice  shall  be  administered  in  the  several 
counties  of  this  state,  until  the  period  last  memioned,  by  the 
same  justices,  in  the  same  courts,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as 
heretofore. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  sheriffs  elected  at  October  next  shall  hold 
their  respective  commissions  two  yeai-s,  and  no  longer,  from  that 
time,  or  until  new  sheriffs  are  elected  and  appointed;  and  such 
persons  shall  not  be  again  eligible  until  the  expiration  of  three 
years  after  their  commissions  cease. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  elections  of  governor,  senators,  and  represen- 
tatives, shall  be  conducted  by  the  same  persons,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  as  is  prescribed  by  the  election  laws  of  this  state,  concern- 
ing the  election  of  members  of  the  council  and  of  the  house  of 
assembly;  and  the  returns  thereof  shall  be  made  respectively  to 
the  person  exercising  the  executive  authority,  to  the  senate  and  to 
the  house  of  representatives. 

See.  6.  The  first  meeting  of  the  legislature  under  this  consti- 
tution shall  be  at  the  tow  n of  Dover. 

Done  in  convention,  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  in  the  y ear  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  *;f  America,  the  sixteenth- 
in  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our 
nam^s. 

THOMAS  MONTGOMERY,  President . 


John  Dickinson, 
Robert  Armstrong, 
Edward  Roche, 
William  Johnson, 
Robert  Iiaughey, 
Andrew  Barratt, 
Isaac  Cooper, 
Robert  CoratE, 
Keusey  Johns, 
Nicholas  Ridgely, 
John  Clayton, 
Thomas  White, 
(Attest) 


George  Monroe 
.farm  s Morris, 

Richard  Bassett, 

Benjamin  Dill, 

Henry  Molliston, 

Manlove  Emerson, 

George  Mitchell, 

John  W.  Batson, 

Rhoads  Shanklahd, 

Isaac  Beauchamp, 

Daniel  Polk. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  Secretary. 


AMENDMENT. 

The  folltnving  section  •mas  adopted,  on  the  22 d of  January,  and 
5th  of  February,  1802,  in  lieu  of  the  1 5th  section  of  the  6th  article 
of  the  constitution : 

Sec.  15.  The  chancellor  shall  compose  the  orphans’  court ct  each 


4,56 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER APPENDIX  TO  VOL.  Ill 


county,  and  exercise  the  equity  jurisdiction  heretofore  exercised 
fcy  the  orphans’  court,  except  as  to  the  adjusting  and  settling  exe- 
cutors, administrators  and  guardians  accounis,  in  which  casts  he 
•hall  have  an  appellate  jurisdiction  from  the  sentence  and  decree 
of  the  register:  This  court  may  issue  process  throughout  the 

state  to  compel  the  attendance’ of  witnesses.  App-ijs  maybe 
.made  from  the  orphans’  court,  in  cases  where  that  court  has  ori- 
ginal jurisdiction,  to  the  supreme  court,  whose  decision  shall  tye 
fluids 


Constitution  of  Maryland. 

[Nate.— Such  parts  of  the  original  Constitution,  or  the  Amend- 
ments thereto,  as  have  been  altered  or  abolished,  are  printed  in 
italics^ 

A declaration  of  Rights  and  the  Constitution  and form 
of  Government , agreed  to  by  the  delegates  of  Alary- 
land  in  free  and  fill  convention  assembled. 

The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  by  a declaratory  act,  having 
assumed  a right  to  make  laws  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  eases  what- 
soever, and  in  pursuance  of  such  claim,  endeavored,  by  force  of 
arms,  to  subjugate  the  United  Colonies  to  an  unconditional  sub- 
mission to  their  will  and  power,  and  having  at  length  constrained 
them  to  declare  themselves  independent  states,  and  to  assume  go- 
vernment under  the  authority  of  the  people;— Therefore,  we  the 
delegates  of  Maryland,  in  free  and  full  convention  assembled, 
taking  into  our  most  serioUs  consideration,  the  best  means  of  esta- 
blishing a good  constitution  in  this  state,  for  the  sure  foundation 
and  more  permanent  security  thereof^  declare, 

I.  That  all  government  of  right  originates  from  the  people,  is 
founded  in  compact  only,  and  instituted  solely  for  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

it.  That  the  people  of  this  state  ought  to  have  the  sole  and  ex- 
elusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal  government  and  police 
thereof 

III.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  are  entitled  to  the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  and  the  trial  by  jury,  according  to  the 
course  of  that  law,  and  to  the  henelit  of  such  of  the  English  sta- 
tutes, as  existed  at  the  time  of  their  first  emigration,  and  which,  by 
experience,  have  been  found  applicable  to  their  local  and  other 
circumstances,  and  of  such  others  as  have  been  since  made  in 
England,  or  Great  Britain,  and  have  been  introduced,  used  and 
practised  by  the  courts  of  law  or  equity;  and  also  to  all  acts  of 
assembly  in  force  on  the  first  of  June,  seventeen  hundred  and  se- 
venty-four, except  such  as  may  have  since  expired,  or  have  been, 
or  may  be  altered  by  acts  of  convention,  or  this  declaration  of 
lights— subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  revision  of,  and  amendment  or 
repeal  by  the  legislature  of  this  state : and  the  inhabitants  of  Ma- 
ryland are  also  entitled  to  all  property,  derived  to  them  from  or  un- 
der the  charter  granted  by  liis  majesty  Charles  I.  to  Caecelius 
Calvert,  baron  of  Baltimore. 

IV.  That  all  persons  invested  with  the  legislative  or  executive 
powers  of  government,  are  the  trustees  of  the  public,  and,  as  such 
accountable  for  their  conduct  ; wherefore,  whenever  the  ends  of 
government  are  perverted,  and  the  public  liberty  manifestly  en- 
dangered, and  ail  other  means  of  redress  are  ineffectual,  the  people 
may,  and  of  right  ought,  to  reform  the  old  or  establish  a new  go- 
vernment. The  doctrine  of  non-resistance  against  arbitrary  pow-j  governor,  upon  the  address  of  the  general  assembly;  provided  that 

ex  and  oppression,  is  absurd,  slavish,  and  destructive  of  the  good  * Jt1  -* 1 ' — u 1 i K 

and  happiness  of  mankind. 

V.  That  the  right,  in  the  people,  to  participate  in  the  legisla- 
ture, is  the  best  security  of  liberty,  and  the  foundation  of  ail  free 

overnment;  for  this  purpose,,  elections  ought  to  be  free  and  fre- 


XV.  That  retrospective  laws,  punishing  facts  committed  before 
the  existence  of  such  laws,  and  by  them  only  declared  criminal, 
are  oppressive,  unjust,  and  incompatible  with  liberty;  wherefore 
no  ex  post  facto  law  ought  to  be  made. 

XVI.  That  no  law,  to  attaint  particular  persons  of  treason  or 
felony  , ought  to  made  in  any  case,  or  at  any  time  hereafter. 

XVII.  That  every  freeman,  for  any  injury  done  him  in  hi,  person 
or  property  ought  to  have  remedy,  by  tlie  ennrse  of  the  law  of  ibe 
land,  and  ought  to  have  justice  and  right,  freely  w ithout  sale,  fully 
without  any  denial,  and  speedily  without  delay,  according  to  tire 
law  of  the  land. 

XVIII.  That  the  trial  of  facts,  where  they  arise,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  securities  of  the  lives,  liberties, and  estates  of  the  people. 

XIX.  That^in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  every  mau  hath  a right 
to  be  informed  of  the  accusation  against  him;  to  have  a copy  of 
the  indictment  or  charge  in  due  time  (if  required)  to  prepare  for 
his  defence:  to  be  allowed  counsel,  to  be  confronted  with  the 
witnesses  against  him  ; to  have  process  for  his  witnesses ; to  ex- 
amine the  witnesses  for  and  against  him.  on  oath;  and  to  a speedy 
trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  without  whose  unanimous  consent,  he 
ought  not  to  be  found  guilty. 

XX.  That  no  man  ought  to  he  compelled  to  give  evidence 
against  himself,  in  a Common  court  of  law,  or  in  any  other  court, 
but  in  such  cases  as  have  been  usually  practised  in  this  state,  or 
may  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  legislature. 

XXI.  That  .10  freeman  ouglitto  be  taken,  or  imprisoned,  or  dis- 
seised of  his  freehold, liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled, 
or  in  any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or 
property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  by  the  law  of  the 
land. 

XXII.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  exces- 
sive lines  imposed,  nor  cruel  or  unusual  punishments  inflicted  by 
the  courts  of  law. 

XXIII.  That  all  warrants,  without  oath  or  affirmation,  to  search 
suspected  places,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  property,  are  grievous 
and  oppressive;  and  all  general  warrants,  to  search  suspected  places 
or  to  apprehend  suspected  persons,  w ithout  naming  or  describing 
the  place  or  the  person  in  special— are  illegal  and  ought  not  to  ba 
granted. 

XXIV.  That  there  ought  to  be  no  forfeiture  of  any  part  or 
the  estate  of  any  person  for  any  crime  except  murder,  or  treason 
against  the  state,  and  then  only  on  conviction  am!  attainder. 

XXXV.  That  a well  regulated  militia  is  the  proper  and  natural 
detence  of  a free  government. 

XXVI.  That  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty, and  ought 
not  to  be  raised  or  kept  up  w ithout  consent  of  the  legislature. 

XXVII.  That  in  all  cases  ami  at  all  times,  the  militia  ought  to 
be  under  strict  subordination  to.  and  control  of  the  civil  power. 

XXVIII.  That  no  soldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any  house 
in  time  of  peace,  w ithout  the  consent  of  the  owner;  and  in  time 
of  war  in  such  manner;  only,  as  the  legislature  shall  direct. 

XXIX.  That  no  person,  except  regular  soldiers, mariners,  and 
.marines  in  the  service  of  this  stale,  or  militia  when  in  actual  ser- 
vice ought  in  any  case  to  he  subject  to  or  punishable  by  martial 
law. 

XXX.  That  the  independency  and  uprightness  of  judges  are  es«. 
sential  to  the  impartial  administration  of  justice,  and  a great  secu- 
rity to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people;  wherefore  the  chan- 
cellor and  judges  ought  to  hold  commissions  during  good  behavior; 
and  the  said  chancellor  and  judges  shall  be  removed  for  misbeha- 
vior, on  conviction  in  a court  of  law',  and  may  be  removed  by  the 


two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  each  house  concur  in  such  ad- 
dress. That  salaries,  libera!  but  not  profuse,  ought  to  be  secured 
to  the  chancellor  arid  the  judges  during  the  continuance  of  their 
commissions,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  times,  as  the  legisla- 
ture, shall  hereafter  direct,  upon  consideration  of  the  cir  cum  stem* 


quent,  and  every  man  having  property  in,  a common  interest  with,  ces  of  this  state.  No  chancellor  or  judge  ought  to  hold  any  other 

ive  a right  of! office,  civil  or  military,  or  receive  fees  or  perquisites  of  any 


and  an  attachment  to  the  community,  ought  to  latve 

frage, 


kind. 


VI.  That  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers  of  XXXI.  That  a long  continuance  in  the  first  executive  depart- 
rernment,  ought  to  be  forever  separate  and  distinct  from  each  meat  of  power,  or  trust,  is  dangerous  to  liberty;  a rotation,  there* 

ifote, in  those  departments,  is  one  of  the  best  securities  ofperma* 
1 nent  freedom. 


VII.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the  execution  of 
laws,  unless  by,  or  derived  from  the  legislature,  ought  to  be  exer- 
cised or  allowed. 

VIII.  That  freedom  of  speech  and  debate,  or  proceedings  in 


XXXII.  That  no  person  ought  to  hold,  at  the  same  time,  more 
than  one  office  of  profit,  nor  ought  any  person  in  public  trust,  to  re- 
ceive any  present  from  any  foreign  state,  or  from  the  U.  States,  or 


the  legislature,  ought  not  be  impeached  in  any  otlipr  court  of  j u- 1 any  of  them,  without  the  approbation  of  this 
dicatur.-.  XXXIII.  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 

IX.  That  a place  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  ought  to  be  I in  such  manner  as  he  thinks  most  acceptable  to  him,  all  persons 
fixed,  the  most  convenient  to  the  members  thereof,  and  to  the  de-j  professing  the  f*  ’ *’  • “ '*  * *“'•*"*"*■ 


> state, 
man  to  worship  God 


pository  of  public  records  ; and  the  legislator: 


Christian  religion,  are  equally  entitled  to  protection 
ought  not  jin  their  religious  liberty  ; wherefore  no  person  ought  by  any  law. 


to  be- convened  or  held  at  any  other  place,  but  from  evident!  to  be  molested  in  his  person  or  estate,  on  account  of  his  religious 
necessity.  j persuasion  cir  profession,  or  for  his  religions  practice  ; unless,  un- 

X.  That,  for  redress  of  grievances,  and  for  amending,  strength-  j der  color  of  religion,  any  man  shall  disturb  the  good  order,  peace, 

ejiiug  and  preserving  the  laws,  the  legislature  ought  to  be  frequent- 1 or  safety  of  the  state,  or  shall  infringe  (he  laws  of  morality,  or  injures 
!y  convened.  j others  in  their  natural,  civil,  or  religious  rights:  nor  ought  any 

XI.  That  every  man  hath  a right  to  petition  the  legislature,  for  person  to  bo  compelled  to  fix  quent  or  maintain,  or  contribute,  un- 


the  redress  of  grievances,  in  a peaceable  and  or 

XII.  That  no  aid,  charge,  tax,  fee,  or  lees,  ought  to  be  set,  rated,  j any-  particular  ministry  ; yet  the  legislature  mau,  in  their  discretion. 


derly  manne 


or  levied  under  any  pretence,  without  consent  of  the  legislator 
XIII.  That  the  levying  taxes  by  the  poll  is’  grievous  and  op- 
pressive, and  ought  to  be  ahuiidied:  tluit  paupers  ought  not  to  be 
assessed  for  the  support  <>«'  government;  hut  every  o' her  person 
in  (lie  state  ought  to  contribute  his  proportion  of  public  taxes  for 


| less  on  contract,  to  maintain  any  particular  place  of  w orship,  ot 
, | any  particular  ministry  ; yet  the  legislature  may,  in  their  discretion^ 
lay  a general  amt  equal  tax, for  the  support  of  the  Christian  religi- 
on ; leaving  to  each  individual  the power  of  appointing  the  pay  mens 
over  of  the  money,  collected from  him,  to  the  support  of  any  partial* 
lar  place  of  worship  or  minister,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  oj  his 
own  denomination,  or  the  poor  ingeneral  of  any  particular  county  t 


t the  churches,  chapels,  glebes,  and  all  other  property,  now  he- 
dging to  the  church  of  England,  ought  to  remain  to  the  church 


t’ne  support  of  .government,  according  to  his  actual  worth,  in  real  j bu 

«r  personal  property  w ithin  the  state  ; yet  fines,  duties  or  taxes,  j long.  „ , . ,,  . 

limy  properly  and  justly  be  imposed  and  laid,  with  a political  view',  j ol  England  forever.  And  all  acts  of  assembly  lately  passed,  lor 
for  the  good’  government  mid  benefit  of  the  community.  j coficctWg  monks  for  building  or  repairing  particular  churches  or 

XIV.  That  sanguinary  law  s ought  to  be  avoided,  as  far  as  is.  chapels  of  ease, shall  continue  in  force,  and  be  executed,- unless  the 
consist'  nt  with  the  safety  of  the  stale;  and  no  law',  to  inflict  cruel  legislature  shall,,  by  act  supersede  or  repeal  the  same  : but  no  coun- 
and  unusual  pains  and  penajik  s,  ought  to  be  made  in  any  case,  or  ty  cuurl  shall  assess  any  quantity  of  tohaeco,  or  sum  of  money, 
at  any  time  hereafter*  ‘ hereafter,  on  the  application  of  any  v&try-meu  or  church  wardens 
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jp«d  every  encumbent  of  the  church  of  England,  who  hath  remain- 
ed in  his  parish,  and  performed  his  duty;  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  provision  and  support  established  by  the  act  entitled  “An  act  lor 
the  support  of  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  England  in  this  pro- 
vince, till  the  November  court  of  this  present  yvar,  to  be  held  for 
the  county  in  which  his  parish  shall  lie,  or  partly  lie,  or  for  such 
time  as  he  hath  remained  in  his  parish,  and  performed  his  duty. 

XXXIV.  That  every  gift,  sale,  or  devise  of  lauds,  to  any  minis 
ter,  public  teacher,  or  preacher  of  the  gospe  l,  ns  such,  or  to  any  re- 
ligious sect, order,  or  denomination,  or  to  or  for  the  support,  use, 
or  benefit  of,  or  in  trust  for,  any  minister,  public  teacher,  or  preach- 
er of  the  gospel,  as  such,  or  any  religious  sect,  order,  or  denomina- 
tion ; and  every  gift  or  sale  of  goods  or  chattels,  to  go  in  succession, 
or  to  take  place  after  the  death  of  the  seller  or  donor,  to  or  for 
such  support,  use,  or  benefit,  and  also  every  devise  of  goods  or  chat- 
tels to  or  for  the  support,  use,  or  benefit  of  any  minister,  public  I 
teacher,  or  preacher  of  the  gosp.-l,  as  such,  or  any  religious  sect, 
order,  or  denomination,  without  the  leave  of  the  legislature,  shall  be 
void,  except  always  any  sale,  gilt,  lease,  or  devise  of  any  quantity 
of  land  not  exceeding  two  acres,  for  a church,  meeting,  or  other 
house  of  worship,  and  lor  a burying  ground,  which  shall  he  im- 
proved, enjoyed,  or  used  only  tor  such  purpose,  or  such  sale,  gilt, 
lease,  or  devise,  shall  he  void. 

XXXV.  That  no  other  test  or  qualification  ought  to  he  requir- 
ed, on  admission  to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit,  than  such  oath  of 
support  and  fidelity  to  this  state,  and  such  oath  of  office  as  shall  he 
directed  by  this  convention  or  the  legislature  of  this  state,  and  a 
declaration  of  a belief  in  the  Christian  religion.  ' 

XXXVI.  That  the  manner  of  administering  an  oath  to  any  pel- 
son  ought  to  be  such  as  those  of  the  religious  persuasion,  profes- 
sion, or  denomination,  of  which  such  person  is  one,  generally  est?  eni 
the  most  effectual  confirmation  by  the  attestation  of  the  Divine  Be- 
ing; and  that  the  people  called  Quakers,  those  called  Tunkers,  and 
those  ealled  Menonists,  holding  it  unlawful  to  take  an  oath  on 
any  occasion,  ought  to  he  allowed  to  make  their  solemn  affirmation 
in  the  manner  that  Quakers  have  been  heretofore  allowed  to  affirm; 
and  to  be  of  the  same  avail  as  an  oath  in  all  such  cases  as  the  affir- 
mation of  Quakers  hath  been  allowed  and  accepted  within  the 
state  instead  of  an  oath.  And  further,  on  such  affirmation,  war 
rants  to  search  for  stolen  goods,  or  the  apprehension  or  commit- 
ment of  offenders,  ought  to  be  granted,  or  security  for  the  peace 
awarded;  and  Quakers,  Tunkers,  or  Menonists,  ought  also,  on  their 
Solemn  affirmation  aforesaid,  to  he  admitted  as  witnesses  in  all 
criminal  cases  not  capital. 

XXXVII.  That  the  city  of  Annapolis  ought  tq  have  all  its  rights, 
privileges,  and  benefits  agreeable  to  its  charter  and  the  acts  of 
assembly  confirming  and  regulating  the  same,  subject,  neverthe- 
less, to  such  alterations  as  may  be  made  by  this  convention  or  any 
future  legislature. 

XXXVIII.  That  the  liberty  of  the  press  ought  to  be  inviolably 
preserved. 

XXXIX.  That  monopolies  are  odious,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
b free  government,  and  the  principles  of  commerce,  and  ought 
not  to  be  suffered. 

XL.  That  no  title  of  nobility  or  hereditary  honors  ought  to  be 
granted  in  this  state. 

XLI.  That  the  subsisting  resolves  of  this  and  the  several  con- 
ventions held  for  this  colony,  ought  to  be  in  force  as  laws,  unless 
altered  by  this  convention  or  tiie  legislature  of  this  state. 

XLII.  That  this  declaration  of  rights,  or  the  form  of  government 
to  be  established  by  this  convention,  or  any  part  of  either  of  them, 
ought  not  to  be  altered,  changed  or  abolished  by  the  legislature  of 
this  state,  but  in  such  manner  as  this  convention  shall  prescribe 
and  direct. 

This  declaration  of  rights  was  assented  to  and  passed  in  conven- 
tion ot  the  delegates  of  the  freemen  of  Maryland,  begun  and 

lieid  at  Annapolis,  the  14th  day  of  August,  A.D.  1776. 

By  order  of  the  Convention, 

MAI’.  T1LGHMAN,  President. 

THE  CONSTITUTION  AND  FOHTO  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

I.  That  the  legislature  consist  of  two  distinct  branches,  a senate 
and  house  of  delegates,  which  shall  be  styled,  The  General  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland. 

II.  That  the  house  of  delegates  shall  be  chosen  in  the  following 
manner : All  freemen  above  twenty-one  years  of  age , having  a 
freehold  of  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  county  in  which  they  offer  to 
vote,  and  residing  therein,  and  all  f reemen  having  property  in  this 
state  above  the  value  of  thirty  pounds  current  money,  and  having 
resided  in  the  county  in  which  they  offer  to  vote,  one  whole  year  next 
preceding  the  election,  shall  have  a right  of  suffrage  in  the  election 
of  delegates  for  such  county;  and  all  freemen  jo  qualified,  shall,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  October,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 
and  on  the  same  day  in  every  vear  thereafter,  assemble  in  the 
counties,  in  which  they  *re  respectively  qualified  to  vote,  at  the 
court-house  in  the  stiid  counties,  or  at  such  other  place  as  t he J legisla- 
ture shall  direct;  and  when  assembled,  they  shall  proceed  to  elect, 
viva  voce,  four  delegates  for  their  respective  counties,  of  the  most 
wise,  sensible,  and  discreet  of  the  people,  residents  in  the  county 
where  they  are  to  be  chosen,  one  whole  year  next  preceding  the 
election,  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  having  in  t/ie  state 
real  or  personal  property  above  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds 
current  money;  and  upon  the  final  casting  of  the  pohs,  the  four 
persons  who  shall  appear  to  have  the  greatest  number  of  legal 
votes  shall  he  declared  aud  returned  duly  elected  tor  their  respec- 
ts e county. 

. That  the  sheriff  of  each  county , or,  in  case  of  sickness,  his 
deputy , (summoning  two  justices  of  the  county,  who  arc  required 
to  attend  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace)  *hall  be  jud^e  of 
the  ejection,  and  may  adjourn  from  day  to  dmjfif  necessary,  till  the 
eamc  be  finished , so  that  the  whole  election  shall  be  concluded  in  Jour 
days;  and  shall  make  his  return  thereof  under  his  hand,  to  the 
chancellor  of  this  state  for  the  time  being. 
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IV.  That  all  persons,  qualified  by  the  charter  of  the  city  of  An- 
napolis, to  vote  for  burgesses,  shall,  on  the  same  first  Monday  of 
October,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  on  the  same 
day  in  every  year  forever  thereafter,  elect,  viva  voce,  by  a majori- 
ty of  votes,  two  delegates,  qualified  agreeable  to  the  said  charter; 
that  the  ntay.r,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  said  city,  or  any  three 
of  them , be  judges  of  the  election , appoint,  the  place  in  the  soul  city 
Jor  holding  the  same,  and  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  as  afore- 
said; and  shall  make  return  thereof  as  aforesaid;  but  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  city  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote  for  delegates  for 
Anne- Arundel  county,  unless  they  have  a freehold  of  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  the  courtly,  distinct  from  the  city. 

V.  That  all  persons,  inhabitants  of  Baltimore  town  and  having 
the  same  qualifications  as  electors  in  the  county,  shall,  on  the  same 
first  Monday  of  October,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 

I and  on  the  same  da)’  in  every  year  forever  thereafter,  at  such  -tlrtce 
in  the  said  itrtvn,  as  the  judges  shaH  appoint,  elect  viva  vr.ee,  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  two  <feb -gates,  qualified  as  aforesaid:  but  if  the 
saicl  inhabitants  of  the  town  shall  so  decrease,  as  that  the  number 
of  persons,  having  right  of  suffrage  tie  rein,  shall  have  been, 
for  the  space  of  Seven  years  successively,  less  than  one  half  the 
number  of  voters  in  some  one  county  in  this  state,  such  town  shall 
thenceforward  cease  to  send  two  delegates  or  representatives  to 
the  house  of  delegates,  until  the  said  town  shall  have  one  half  of 
the  number  of  voters  in  some  one  county  in  this  state. 

VI.  That  the  commissioners  of  the  said  town , or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  judges  of  the  said  election,  and 
may  adjourn  as  aforesaid , and  shall  make  return  thereof  as  afore- 
said; bid  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
vote  for,  or  be  elected  delegates  for  Baltimore  coilnty:  neither 
shall  the  inhabitants  of  Baltimore  county,  out  of  the  limits  of  Bal- 
timore town,  be  entitled  to  vote  for,  pr  be  elected,  delegates  for 
the  said  town. 

VII.  That  on  refusal,  death,  disqualification,  resignation,  or  re- 
moval out  of  this  state,  of  any  delegate,  or  on  his  becoming  gover- 
nor, or  member  of  the  council,  a warrant  of  election  shall  issue 
by  the  speaker,  for  the  election  of  another  in  his  place;  of  which 
ten  days  notice, at  the  least  {excluding  the  day  of  notice  and  the  day 
of  election)  shali  be  given. 

VIII.  That  not  less  than  a majority  of  the  delegates,  with  their 
speaker  (to  be  chosen  by  them  by  haliot)  constitute  a house  for  the 
transaction  of  any  business,  other  than  that,  of  adjourning. 

IX.  That  the  house  of  delegates  shall  judge  of  the  elections  and 
qualifications  of  delegates. 

X.  That  the  house  of  delegates  may  originate  all  money  bills, 
propose  bills  to  the  senate,  or  receive  those  offered  by  that  body, 
and  assent,  dissent,  or  propose  amendments;  that  they  may  inquire, 
on  the  oath  of  witnesses,  into  all  complaints,  grievances,  and  of- 
fences, as  the  grand  inquest  of  this  state,  and  may  commit  any 
person,  for  any  crime,  to  the  public  jail,  there  to  remain  till  he 
be  discharged  by  due  course  of  law.  They  may  expel  any  mem- 
ber for  a great  misdemeanor,  but  not  a second  time  for  the  same 
cause.  They  may  examine  and  pass  ail  accounts  of  the  state,  re- 
lating either  to  the  collection  or  expenditure  of  the  revenue,  or 
appoint  auditors  to  statp  and  adjust  the  same.  They  may  call  for 
ali  public  or  official  papers  and  records,  and  send  for  persons 
whom  they  may  judge  necessary  in  the  course  of  their  enquiries, 
concerning  affairs  relating  to  the  public  interest;  and  maydireet 
all  office  bonds  (which  shall  be  made  payable  to  the  state)  to  be 
sued  for  any  breach  of  duty. 

XI.  That  the  senate  may  beat  full  anrl  perfect  liberty  to  oxer" 
cise  their  judgment  in  passing  laws;  and  that  they  may  not  be 
compelled  by  the  house  of  delegates,  either  to  reject  a money  bill’ 
which  the  emergency  of  affairs  may  require,  or  to  assent  to  some 
other  act  of  legislation,  in  their  conscience  and  judgment, injuri- 
ous to  the  public*  welfare— the  house  of  delegates  shall  not,  on 
any  occasion,  or  under  any  pretence,  annex  to,  or  blend  with  n mo- 
ney bill,  any  matter,  clause  or  thing,  not  immediately  relating 
to,  and  necessary  for  the  imposing,  assessing,  levying,  or  applying 
the  taxes  or  supplies  to  be  raised  for  the  support  of  government,  or 
the  current  expeuees  of  the  state;  and  to  prevent  altercation 
about  such  hills,  it  is  declared,  that  no  bill,  imposing  duties  or  cus- 
toms for  the  mere  regulation  of  co  mmerce,  or  inflicting  fines  for 
the  reformation  Of  morals,  or  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
by  which  an  incidental  revenue  may  arise,  shall  be  accounted  a mo- 
ney bill;  but  every  bill  assessing,  levying  or  applying  taxes  or 
supplies  for  the  support  of  government  or  the  current  expenses 
of  the  state,  or  appropriating  money  in  the  treasury,  shall  be  deem- 
ed a moin-y  bill. 

XII.  That  the  house  of  delegates  may  punish,  by  imprison- 
ment, any  person,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  a contempt,  in  their  view 
by  any  disorderly  or  riotous  behaviour,  or  by  threats  to.  or  abuse  of 
tlieir  members,  or  by  any  obstruction  to  their  proceedings.  They 
may  also  punish,  b\  imprisonment,  any  person  who  shali  be  guilty 
of  a breach  of  privilege,  by  arresting  cm  ci  vil  process,  or  by  as- 
saulting any  of  their  members,  during  their  sitting,  or  on  then* 
way  to,  or  return  from  the  house  of  delegates,  or  by  any  assault  of, 
or  obstruction  to  their  officers,  in  the  execution  of  any  order  or 
process,  or  by  assaulting  or  obstructing  any  witness,  or  any  other 
person,  attending  on,  or  on  their  way  to,  or  from  the  house,  or  by 
rescuing  any  person  committed  by  the  houses  and  the  senate  may 
exercise  the  same  power,  in  similar  cases. 

XIII.  That  the  treasurers  (one  for  the  western,  and  another 
for  the  eastern  shore)  and  the  commissioners  of  the  loan  office, 
may  be  appointed  by  the  house  of  delegates,  during  tlieir  pleasure; 
and  in  case  of  refusal,  death,  resignation,  disqualification,  or  re- 
moval out  of  the  state, of  any  of  the  said  commissioners  or  treasurers, 
in  the  recess  of  the  general  assembly,  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
of  the  council,  may  appoint  and  commission  a fit  and  proper  per- 
son to  such  vacant  office,  to  hold  the  same  until  the  meeting  of 
the  next  general  assembly. 

XIV.  That  the  senate  be  chosen  in  the  following  manner:  all 
persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid , to  vete  for  county  delegates,  suaU 
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on  the  first  Monday  of  September  178l,«ndonthesamedayin  every 
fifth  j-i  ar,  forever  thereafter,  elect,  rivet  voce,  by  a majority  of 
V(»t-  s,  two  persons  for  their  respective  counties  (qualified  as  afore- 
said, to  be  elected  county  delegates)  to  be  d've  tors  of  the  senate: 
find  the  sheriff  'f  each  county,  or,  in  r%se  of  sickness,  his  deputy 
( summoning  two  justice's  of  the  county,  who' ore  required  tio  attend, 
for  the  preservation  'of  peace)  shall  hold  and  he  judge  of  the  spid 
election,  and  make  return  thereof  as  aforesaid.  A:  id  all  persons 
qualified  as  aforesaid,  to  vote  for  delegates  for  the  cit  y of  Annapo- 
lis and  Baltimore  town,  shall,  on  the  sahie  first  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember, 1781,  and  mt  the  same  day  in  every  fifth  year  forever 
. thereafter,  elect,  viva-voce,  by  a majority  of  votes,  one  person  for 
tlie, said  city  and  town  respective!),  qualified as  aforesaid,  to  he 
elected  a delegate  for  the  said  city  and  town  respectively:  the  said 
’ election. to  be  held  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  election  of  del- 
gates  lor  the  said  cjtyand  town;  the  right  to  elect  the  said  elector, 
p ith  respect  to  Baltimore  town,  to  continue  as  long  as  the  right 
. to  elect  delegates  for  the  said  town. 

XV.  'Hint  the  said  electors  of  the  senate  meet  at  the  city  of 
Annapolis,  or  such  other  place  as  shall  be  appointed  for  convening 

• the  legislature, on  the  third  Monday  in  September,  1781.  and  on  the 
same  day  in  every  fifth  year  forever  thereafter,  and  they,  or  any 
twenty-four  of  them  so  met,  shall  proceed  to  elect,  by  ballot,  ei- 
ther out  of  their  own  body,  or  the  people  at  large,  fifteen  senators 
(nine of  whom  to  be  residents  on  tin*  western,  and  six  to  be  resi- 
dents on  the  eastern  shore)  men  of  the  most  wisdom,  experience 
and  virtue,  above  twenty-five  years  of  age,  residents  of  the  state, 
r.hov.;  three  whol  years' next  preceding  the  election,  and  having 
the  pm  real  and  personal  property, above  the  value  of  one  thousand 
pounds  current  money. 

XVI.  That  the  senate^  shall  be  baliotted  for,  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  and  put  of  the  gentlemen  residents  of  the  western  shore, 
who  shall  be  proposed  as  senators,  the.  nine  who  shall,  on  striking 
the  ballot?,  appear  to  have  the  greatest  nitmh-rs  in  their  favor. 
Shall  be  accordingly  declared  and  returned  duly  elected;  and 
out  of  the  gentlemen,  residents  of  the  eastern  shore,  who  shall 
he  proposed  as  senators,  the  six  who  shall,  on  striking  tlm 
ballots  appear  to  have  the  greatest  numbers  in  their  favor, shall 
be  accordingly  declared  and  returned  duly  elected;  and  if 
two  or  more  on  the  same  shore,  shall  have  an  equal  number  of 
ballots,  in  their  favor,  by  which  the  choice  shall  not  be  determined 
oji  the  first  ballot,  then  the  electors  shall  again  ballot  before  they 
separate,  in  which  they  shall  h»  confined  to  the  persons  who  on 
the  first  .ballot  shall  have,  had  an  equal  number,  and  they  who 
shall  have  the  greatest  number  in  their  favor  on  ihe  second  bal- 
lot, shall  be  accordingly  declared  and  returned  duly  elected;  and 
if  the  whole  number  should  not  thus  he  made  up,  because  of  "an 
equal  number  on  the  second  ballot  still  being  in  favor  of  two  or 
more  persons,  t! fen  the  election  shall  be  determined  by. lot  between 
those  who  have  equal  numbers:  which  proceedings  of  the  electors 
sbaii  he  certified  under  their  bauds,  and  returned  to  the  chancel- 
lor fin*  the  time  being. 

XVII.  That  the.  < b-etors  of  senators  shall  judge  of  the  qualifi- 
cations and  elections  of  nu  mbers  of  their  body;  \ nd  on  a contest- 
ed election,  slmJi  admit  lo  a seat.,  as  an  elector,  such  qualified  per- 
son as  shall  appear  to  them  to  ha  ve  the  greatest  number  of  legal 
Votes  in  his  favor. 

XVIII.  That  the  electors,  immediately  on  their  meeting,  and 
before  they  proceed  to  the  election  of  senators,  take  such  oath 
of  support  and  fidelity  tiV  tin  restate,  as,  this  convention  orthe  ie- 
{•••:  .liitare  shall  direct,  and  also  an  oath  to  elect  without  favor, 
s'TeCtion,  partiality,  or  prejudice, sue!)  persons  for;  senators, 'vs  they 
iri  their  judgment  and  conscience  believe  best  qualified  for  the 


XIX.  That  in  case  of  refusal,  death,  resignation,  disqualifica- 
tion. or  removal  out  of  this  state  of  any  senator,  or  on  Iris  becom- 
ing governor,  or  a member  of  the*  council,  the  senate  shall,  imme- 
d’at'.-ly  .thereupon,  or  at  their  next  meeting  thereafter,  elect  by 
balloi.  ({a  same  manner  as  the  electors  are  above  directed  to 
choose  senators)  another  person  in  liis  place,  for  the  residue  of  the 
said  .term  of  five  years. 

XX,  That  not  less  than  a majority  of  the  senate,  with  their 
•sident,  (to  Be  chosen  by  them  by  ballot,)  shall  constitute 
■use  for  the  transacting  any  business,  other  than  that  of  ad- 
journing.* 

XX'.  That  the  senate  shall  judge  of  the  elections  and  quail  fic 
tion  of  senators. 


if,. 


XXII.  That  the  senate  may  originate  any  other,  except  money 
bo’s,  to  which  their  assent  or  dissent  only  shall  he  given:  and  may 
receive,  any  other  ifdis  from  the  house  of" delegates,  and  assent,  dis- 
sr':t,  or  propose  amendments. 

XXII t.  That  the  gem  ra!  assembly  meet  annually  on  the  first 
Monday  of  Ntroembcr,  and,  ifi  nec-  ss.iry,  oftenev. 

XXIV.  That  each’ Jicfuse  shall  appoint  its  own  officers,  and  set- 
tle its  own  rules  of  procee  ding. 

XXV.  That  a person  of  wisdom,  ex  pari  ndc  and  virtue  shall  be 
chosen  governor,  on  the  second  Monday  of  November,  seventeen 
hundred  and  seven! ■/-■.■even,  and  on  the  second  Monday  in  every 
yetir  forever  thereafter,  b>-  the  joint  tadlot  of  both  houses  (to  be 
taken  in  each  house,  respectively)  deposited  i i a cp  if  rence  room; 
the  foxes  to  be  examined  l»y  a joint  committee  of  both  houses, 
and  tire  numbers  severally  reported,  tint  the  appointment  may  be- 
ent-iml;  .which  mod*.*  of  taking  the  joint  Ireiiot  of  both  houses, 
shall  be  adopted  in  nil  ■ rises.  But  if  two  or  more  shall  have  an 
equal  number  of  ballots  in  their  favor,  by  which  the  choice  shall 
T.ot  he  determined  on  the  first  ballot,  then  a second  ballot  shall  in- 
taken,  which  shall  he  confined  to  the  persons  who,  on  the  first  bal- 
lot, shall  hare  had  an  equal  number;  hnd  if  the 'Mints  Should  again 
be  equal  beiw  *en  tw>  or  move  persons, thou  tb*  election  of  the  go- 
v i-giiOt- shall  be  determined  by  lot  between  thus-*  who  have  equal 
T.urm’oere;  and  if  the  person  chosen  governor  shall  die,  resign,  r - 
recVe  out  of  the  state,  or  refuse  to  act  (sitting  the  general  assem- 


bly,) the  senate  and  house  of  delegates  shall,  immediately  there- 
iv|)on,  proceed  to  a new  choice,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

XXVI.  Thatth-  senators  and  d*  |.  gates,  on  the  sir  rid  Tuesday 
of  November,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  annually 
on  : he  second  Tuesday  of  November,  forever  thereafter,  elect  by 
joint  bollot  (in  the  same  manner,  as  senators  are  directed  to  be 
chosen)  five  of  the  most  sensible,  discreet,  and  experienced  men, 
above  twenty-five  years  of  age,  residents  in  the  stut  * abov.*  three 
years  next  preceding  the  election,  and  hnvi-g  t,,cr  in  a freehold, 
of  lands  and  tenements,  above  the  value  of  one  th  ousand  'n.irids 
current  money , to  lie  tie-  council  to  the  governor,  whose  proceed- 
ings shall  be  always  entered  on  record,  to  any  par'  whereof  any 
member  may  enter  Ins  diss-ut;  and  their  advice,  if  so  required  by  the 
governor?* or  any  member  of  the  council,  shall  be  given  ju  writing* 
and  signed  by  the  members  giving  the  same  respect  rely;  which 
proceedings  of  the  council  shall  Ik-  laid  before  th"  senate  or  house 
of  delegates,  when  called  lor  by  them  or  either  of  them.  The  coun- 
cil may  appoint  their  own  clerk,  who,  shall  take  such  oath  ..{‘sup- 
port and  fiu  llty  to  this  state,  as  thin  convention,  or  the  1 gislature, 
shall  direct;  and  of  secrecy,  in  such  matters,  a;  he  shall  be  direct- 
ed In  the  board  to  keep  secret. 

XXVII.  That  the  delegates  to  congress,  from  > his  state,  shall  he 
chosen  annually,  or  superceded  in  the  mean  time,  by  the  joint  ballot 
of  both  houses  of  assembly;  and  that  there  toe  a rotation  in  such 
manner,  that,  at  least  trvo  f the  number  be  annually  hanged ; and 
no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  a delegate  to  congress  for  more 
than  three  in  any  term  of  si  r-  years;  and  no  person,  who  holds 
any  office  of  profit  in  the  gift  of  congress,  shall  be  eligible  to  sit  in 
congress:  but  if  appointed  to  any  such  office,  his  seat  shall  be  there - 
by  vacated.  That  no  person,  unless  above  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
and  a resident  in  the  state  more  than  jive  years  next.  preceding  the 
election,  and  having  real  and  personal  estate  in  this  state  above  the 
value  of  one  thousand  pounds  current  money,  shall  be  eligible  to  sit 
in  congress ' "■ 

XXVIII.  That  the  senators  and  delegates, immediately  on  their 
annual  meeting,  and  before  they  proceed  to  any  business,  and 
very  person  hereafter  elected  a'  senator  or  del  "gate,  before  he 
acts  as  such— shall  take  an  oath  of  support  aod  fidelity  to  this  st  \ 
as  aforesaid;  and  before  the  , lection  of  a governor,  or  members 
of  the  council,  shall  take  an  oath  “to  elect  without  favor,  affection, 
partiality,  or  prejudice,  such  person  as  governor*  or  member  of 
the  council,  as  they  in  their  judgment  and  conscience,  believe  best 
qualified  for  the  oTice.” 

XXIX.  That  the  senate  and  delegates  may  adjourn  themselves 
r spectiv  *ly  ; but  if  the  two  houses  should  not  agree,  on  the  same* 
time,  but  adjourn  to  different  days,  then  shall  the  governor  ap- 
point and  notify  one  of  those  days,  or  some  day  between  ; and  (fie 
assembly 'shall  then  meet  and  In*  hel  l accordingly  : and  In*  shall, 
if  necessary,  by  advice  of  the  council,  call  them  befor  the 
time,  to  winch  they  shall*  in  any  manner  lie  adjourned;  on  giving* 
not  less  than  ten  days  notice  thereof : but  th  governor  shall  not 
adjourn  tile  assembly,  otherwise  than  as  aforesaid,  nor  prorogue 
or  dissolve'  it  at  any  time. 

XXX.  That  no  person,  unless  above  twenty-five  years  of  age.  a 
resident  in  this  state  above  fire  years  next  preceding  the  election* 
— and  having  in  the  state  real  'and  personal  property,  above  the  rv> 
Ive  of  five  thousand  pounds  current  money  ( one  thousand  pounds 
whereof,  at  least , to  be  of  freehold  estate)  shall  be  eligible  as  go- 
vernor. 

XXXI.  That  the  governor  shall  not  continue  in  that  office 
longer  than  three  years  successively,  nor  be  eligible  as  governor, 
until  the  expiration  of  tour  years,  after  be  shall  have  been  out  of 

that  office. 

XXXII.  That  upon  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  out  of 
this  state,  of  the  governor,  tilt*  first  mined  of  tin  couneii,  for  the 
time  being, 'shall  act  as  governor,  and  qualify  in  the  same  manner, 
and  shall  innn-diatdy  call  a meeting  of  tlu-  general  assembly, giv- 
i *g  not  less  than  fourteen  days  notice  of  the  meeting,  at  which 
meeting,  a governor  shal  be  appointed,  in  manner  aforesaid,  for 
the  residue  of  the  year. 

XXX  III.  That  tin  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  council,  may  embody  the  militia;  and  when  embodied,  shall 
alone  have  the  direction  thereof;  and  shall  also  have  the  direction 
of  all  the  regular  land  and  sea  forces,  under  the  laws  of  this  state* 
(but  he  shall  not  command  in  person,  unless  advised  thereto  by  the 
council,  and  then  only  so  long  as  they  shall  approve  therebl ;)  and 
may  alone  exercise  all  other  the  executive  powers  of  government, 
where  the  concurrence  of  the  council  is  not  required,  according 
to  file  laws  ofthis  state,  and  grant  reprieves  or  pardons  for  any 
crime,  except  in  such  cases  where  the  iaw  shall  otherwise  direct  r 
and  may,  during  the  recess  f the  general  assembly,  lay  embargoes , 

> to  prevent  the  departure  of  any  Shi  tying,  or  the  exportation  of  any 
commodities,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  thirty  days  in  any  one 
year-summoning  the  general  assembly  to  meet,  within  the  time  of 
the  continuance  of  such  embargo;  andanay  also  order  and  compel 
any  vessel  to  ride  quarmui.iv,  if  such  vessel,  or  the  port  from 
winch  she  shall  have  come,  shall,  on  strong  grounds,  be  suspected 
to  he  inf'eted"  with  the  plague  ; but  the  governor  shall  not  under 
any  pretence,  exercise  any  powi  r or  prerogative  bv  virtue  of  any 
law,  statute,  or  custom  of  JW.igland  or  Great  Britain. 

XXXIV.  Teat  the  members  of  the  council,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  when  convened,  shall  constitute  a board,  for  the 
transacting  o',  business ; that  the  governor,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  preside  in.  too  council,  and  be  entitled  to  a vote,  on  all  ques- 
tions,’in  which  they  shall  be  divided  in  opinion : and  ip  the  ab- 
sence of  the  governor,  the  first  named  of  the  council  shall  preside; 
and, as  such,  shall  also  vote  in  all  cases,  where  the  other  members 
disagree  in  their  opinion. 

XXXV.  That,  in  ease  of  refusal,  death,  resignation,  disqualifi- 
cation, or  removal  out  of  the  state,  by  any  person  chosen  a member 
of  the  council,  the  members  thereof,  immediately  thereupon,  or  at 
their  next  meeting  thereafter, shall  elect  by  ballot,  another  person 
(qualified  as  aforesaid)  in  las  place,  tor  the  residue  of  the  year. 
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XXXVI.  That  the  council  shall  have  power  to  make  the  great  case  ofrefusalMeat-hfesignation.  disqualification  or  removal  out  of  the 
seal  of  tins  state,  which  shall  he  kept  by  the  chancellor  for  the  tune]  state,  or  front  their  respective  shore/,  of  the  clerks  of  the  general  court, 

said  court— and  in'c:i.  : < 


and  affixed  to  all  laws,  co. omissions,  grants,  and  other  pub*. 
Be  testimonials,  as  has  tfcen  heretofore  practised  in  tins  state.  i 
XXXV11.  That  no  senator, delegate  of  the  assembly,  or  member 
of  the  council,  if  he  shall  qualify  as  such, shall  hold  or  execute  any 
0-ffice  of  profit,  or  receive  toe  profits  oi  any  office  exercised  by  any 
other  person,  d< 


g the  time,  for  which  he  shall  be  cl'-ctetj ; nor 
ahull  any  governor  be  capable  of  hoi  ding  any  other  office  of  profit 
in  this  state,  while  he  acts  as  such— and  no  person,  holding  a place 
of  nrofityn-  reccivii  g any  part  of  the  profits  thereof, or  receiving  the 
profits  arising  on  any  agency,  for  the  supply  of  cloatidng  or  provi- 
sion's for  the  army  or  navy,  or  holding  any  office  under  the  United 


or  cither  of  them,  in  the  vacation  of  tU  > 


of  re- 


states, or  any  of  them — or  a minister,  or  preacher  of  the  gospel,  of 
ftny  denomination— or.  any  person  employed  in  the  regular  land 
Service,  or  marine  of  this,  or  the  United  States— shall  have  a scat 
in  the  general  assembly,  or  in  the  council  of  this  state. 

XXXVIII.  That  every  governor,  senator,  delegate  to  congress , 
or  ass  n'dy,and  member  of  the  council,  before  lie  acts  :ts  such, 
shall  take  an  oath,  “that  be  will  not  receive,  directly  or  indirectly, 
at  a./  time,  any  part  of  the  profits  of  any  office,  heW  hy  any  otic  r 
person,  during  lus  acting  in  fiis  office  of  governor,  senator,  dele- 
cat.  to  congress  or  assembly,  or  member  of  the  council,  or  the  pro- 
fits, nr  any  part  of  the  profits,  arising  on  any  agency,  for  tile  supply 
of  clou  thing  or  provisions  for  the  army  or  navy.” 

XXXIX.  -That  if  any  senator,  d<  I gate  to  congress  or  assembly, 
or  member  of  the  council,  shall  hold  or  execute  any  office  of  pro- 
fit, or  receive  directly  or  indirectly,  at  any  time,  the  profits,  ora  >y 
part  of  the  profits, of  any  office  exercis  cl  by  any  oth  r person,  dur- 
ing his  acting  as  senator,  d If  ate  to  congress  or  assembly,  or  mem- 
ber of  the  council— his  seat  (on  conviction,  in  a court  of  law,  by 
the  oath  of  two  credible  witnesses)  shall  be  void;  and  lie  shall 
suffer  the  punishment  for  wilf  ul  and  corrupt  perjury,  or  be  banished 
Jins  state  forever,  or  disqualified  forever  from  holding  any  office  or 
plae-  of trust  or  profit,  as  the  court  may  adjudge, 

XL.  That  the  chancellor,  all  judges,  the  attorney-general,  clerks 
of  the  general  court,  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts,  the  registers 
of  the  hind  office,  and  tin'  registers  of  wills,  shall  hold  their  com- 
missions during  goo.!  behaviour,  removable  only  for  misbehaviour, 
on  conviction  in  a court  of  law. 

XLI.  That  there  be  a register  of  wills  appointed  for  each  county, 
xvho  shall  be  commissioned  by'  the  governor,  on  the  joint  recom- 
mendation of  the  senate  aud’house  of  del-gates;  and  that  upon 
tli  death,  resignation,  disqualification,  or  removal  out  ofithe  coun- 
ty, by  n.iv  register  of  wills,  in  the  recess  ofi  the  general  assembly, 
tiie  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  may  appoint  and  co  n- 
mission,  a fit  and  proper  person  to  . such  vacant  office,  to  hold  the 
until  the  meeting  of  the  general  assembly. 


fusal, death,  resignation,  disqualification,  or  removal  out  of  the. 
County,  of  any  of  the  said  county  clerks,  in  fiie  vacation  of  the 
county  court,  of  which  lie  is  clerk — the  governor,  with  (he  adffice 
of  the  council,  may  appoint  and  commission  a fit  and  proper  ;>.  mm 
to  such  vacant  office  r speetively,  to  hold  the  sa  ne  until  the  meet- 
ingot  .he  next  general  court,  or  county  court,  as  the  case  maybe, 

XL’vIII.  I i;at  the  governor  for  tile  time  being,  with  die  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  council,  may  appoint  tY-  cha-icdbr,  and 
all  judges  and  justices,  the  attorney-evil eral,  naval  of/i-ers.  off.e.  rs 
in  the  regular  land  and  sea  strvjc. , officers  of  tli?  militia,  rc-gist  rs 
of  the  land-office,  surveyors,  a id  all  other  civil  officers  of  govern- 
ment (assessors,  constables,  and  overseers  of  the  roads  only  excepted) 
and  may  also  suspend  or  remove  any  civil  officer,  who  has  not  a 
commission,  during  good  behaviour  ; and  may  suspend  any  militia 
officer  for  one  month;  and  may  also  suspend  or  remove  any  regu- 
lar officer  in  the  land  or  s,  a service.!  and  the  governor  may  re- 
move or  suspend  any  militia  officer,  in  pursuance  of  tiie  judgment 
of  a court  martial. 

XLIX.  That  ail  civil  officers  of  the  appointment  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council,  wlio  do  not  hold  commissions  daring  good  beha- 
viour, shall  he  appointed  annually  in  the  third  week  of  "November. 
But  if  any  of  them  shall  be  rt-appoinU:  I,  they  may  .continue  to  act 
without  any  new  commission  or  qualification;  and  every  officer, 
though  not  re-appointed,  shall  continue  to  act  until  the  person  who 
shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  in  hi,  stead,  shall  be  quali- 
fied. 

L.  That  the  governor,  every  member  of  the  council,  and  every 
judge  and  justice,  before  they  act  a,  such,  shall  resp  -ctively  take 
an  oath  “that  he  will  not  through  favor,  affection,  or  partiality, 
vote  for  any  person  to  office,  and  licit  lie  will  vote  for  such  person, 
as  in  his  judgment  and  conscience,  lie  believes  most  fit  and  best 
qualifi  d for  the  office:  and  that  be  has  not  made,  nor  will  make, 
any  promise  or  engagement,  to  give  his  vote  or  interest  in  favor  of 
any  p-  rson.” 

LI.  That  there  be  two  registers  of  the  land  office,  one  upon  the 
western,  and  one  upon  the  eastern  shore,  that  short  extracts  of  the 
grants  and  certificates  of  the  land,  on  the  western  and  eastern 
shores,  respectively,  be  made  in  separate  books,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, and  d posited  in  tbe  offices  of  the  said  registers,  in  such 
manner,  as  shall  hereafter  be  provided  by  the  general  assembly. 

Li  I,  That  every  chancellor,  judge,  register  of  wills,  commission- 
er of  the  loan  office,  attorney-general,  sheriff,  treasurer,  naval  offi- 
cer, register  of  tiie  land  office,  register  ofi  th«  chancery  court,  and 
every  el  rk  ofi  the  common  law  courts,  surveyor,  and  auditor  of 
tiie  public  accounts, before  he  acts  as  such,  shall  take  an  oath,  “that 


XLII.  That  sheriffs  shall  be  elected  in  each  county,  by  ballot,^  j he  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  rec-  ive  any  f!  e or  reward  for  doing 
every  third  year  ; that  is  to  say,  two  persons  for  the  office  ofi  sh -riff  his  office  of  but,  what  is,  or  siiail  be  allowed  by  law: 

for  each  county,  the  one  of  whom  having  the  majority  of  votes,  or 
if  both  have  a>i  equal  number,  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  governor,  to  be  commissioned  by  the  governor,  for  the  said 
office;  and  having  served  for  three  years,  sve  i person  shall  be  in- 
eligible for  the  lour  years  next  succeeding  ; bond  with  security  to 
be  taken  every  year  as  usual ; and  no  sheriff  shr.ll  be  qualified  to 
act  before  the  same  is  given.  In  case  of  death,  refusal,  resigna- 
tion, disqualification,  -or  removal  out  of  the  county,  before  the  expi- 
ration ofi  the  three  years,  the  other  person,  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  commissioned  by  the  governor,  to  execute  the  sakl  office,  for  the 
residue  of  tbe  said  three  years,  the  said  person  giving  bond  with  se- 
curity as  aforesaid;  and  in  case  of. his  death,  r<  fusal,  r signatio dis- 
qualification, or  removal  out  of  the  county,  before  the  expiration 
O'"  the  said  three  years,  tin*  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council, 
may  nominate  and  commission  a fit  and  proper  person,  to  execute 
the  said  office  for  the  residue  ofi  the  said  three  years,  the  said  person 
giving  bond  and  security  as  aforesaid.  The  election  shall  beheld 
at  tlie  same  time  and  place,  appointed  forth.- election  of  delegates  ; 
and  the  justices  there  summoned  to  attend  for  the  preservation  of 


the  Peace , shall  he  judges  thereof  and  of  the  qualification  qj t candi- 
dates, who  sh  dl  appoint  a clerk  to  take  the  ballots.  All  freemen, 
above  the  age  of  twenty-tone  pears,  having  a freehold  of  fifty  anes 
of  land  in  the  county  in  which  they  offer  to  ballet,  and  residing  there- 
in—and  all  freemen  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  having 
property  in  the  state  above  the  value  of  thirty  pounds  current  mo- 
ney, and  having  reside X in  the  county  in  which  they  offer  to  ballot, 
one 


will,  directly  or  indirectly  receive  the  profits  or  any  part  of  the 
profits  of  any  office,  held  by  any  other  person  : and  that  he  does  not 
hold  the  same  office  in  trust,  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  other  per- 
son.” 

L1II.  That  if  any  governor,  chancellor,  judge,  register  of  wills, 
attorney-general,  register  of  the  land  office,  commissioners  of  the 
loan  office,  register  of  the  chancery  court,  or  any  clerk  of  the  com- 
mon law  courts,  treasurer,  naval  officer,  sheriff,  surveyor,  or  audi- 
tor of  public  accounts,  shall  receive  directly  or  indirectly  at  any 
ti  ne,.  the  profits  or  any  part  ofi  the  profits  of  any  office,  held  by  any 
other  person, during  bis  acting  in  the  office  to  which  lie  is  appoint- 
ed, his  el  ction,  appointment  raid  commission  (on  conviction  in  a 
court  of  I tw.  by  the  oath  of  two  credible  w itnesses)  shall  be  void, and 
h,  shall  suff  r the  punishment  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  or  lie 
banished  this  state  forever,  or  disqualified  fore  ver  from  holding  any 
office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit,  as  the  court  may  adjudge. 

L1V.  That  if  any  person  shafi  give  any  brine,  present, or  reward, 
or  any  promise,  or  any  security  for  the  payment  or  delivery  of  any 
money,  or  any  other  tiling,  to  obtain  or  procure  a vote,  to  be  gover- 
nor, s mator,  del  egate  to  congress,  or  assembly,  member  of  the  coun- 
cil or  judge,  or  to  be  appointed  to  anyone  ofithe  said  offices,  or  to 
any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  now  created,  or  hereafter  to  be  created 
in  this  state— the  person  giving,  and  the  person  receiving  the  same 
(on  conviction  i:i  a court  of  law)  shall  he  forever  disqualified  to 
hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  this  state. 

LV.  That  every  pe  son,  appointed  to  any  office  of  profit  or 


whole  year  next  preceding  the  election— shall  have  a right  of  \ trust,  shall  before  he  enters  on  the  execution  thereof,  take  the  fol- 
tuff  rage.  No  person  to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  sheriff  for  a eoun- ; lowing  oath,  to  wit,  “I,  A.  E.  do  swear,  That  I do  not  bold  myself 
Xy,  but  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  county,  above  the  age  of  twenty-  j bound  in  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  I will 
one  y.  ars,  and  having  real  and  personal  property  in  the  stale,  above  | be  f dtliful,  and  •<  ar  true  all;  giance  to  the  slot-  of  Maryland,”  and 
’ • ' " ’ ' ■ " sh.,11  ajso  subscribe  a declaration  of  bis  belief  in  the  Christian  re- 

ligion. 


the'v'dueof  one  thousand  pounds  current  money.  The  justices 
aforesaid,  shall  examine  the  ballots  ; and  the  two  candidates  pro- 

Lrly  qualified,  having  in  each  county  tin-  majority  of  legal  bal- 
s,  shall  be  declared  duly  el.-cted  for  the  office  ofi  sheriff’ for  such 
county,  and  returned  to  the  governor  and  council,  with  a ceitifi- 
cate  oi’  the  number  ofi  ballots  lor  each  ofi  them. 

XLIII.  'That  every  nerson,  who  shall  offer  to  vote  for  delegates, 
or  for  the  electors  of  the  senate,  or  for  the  sheriff,  shall,  (if  requir- 
ed by  any  three  persons  qualified  to  vote)  before  lie  be  admitted 
to  poll,  take  such  oath  or  affirmation  ofi  support  and  fidelity  to 
this  state,  as  this  convention,  or  the  legislature  shall  direct. 

XLIV.  That  a. justice  of  the  peace  may  be  eligible  as  a senator, 
delegate,  or  member  of  the  council,  and  may  continue  to  act  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace. 

XLV.  That  no  field  officer  of  the  militia  shall  beeligialc  as  a senator , 
delegate,  or  member  of  the  council. 

XL VI,  That  all  civil  officers,  hereafter  to  he  appointed  for  the 
several  counties  of  this  state,  shall  have  been  residents  ofi  the  comi- 
ty respectively,  for  which  they  shall  be  appointed,  six-months  next 
before  their  appointment ; and  shall  continue  residents  of  their 
coiuit.v,  respectively, during  their  continuance  in  office. 

XLVII.  That  the  judges  oft  he  general  court  and  justices  of  the  coun- 
ty courts,  may  appoint  the  clerks  of  their  respective  courts ; and  ir. 


LVI.  That  there  be  a court  of  appeals,  composed  of  persons  of 
integrity  and  spund  judgment  in  the  law,  whose,  judgment  shall  be 
final  raid  conclusive,  in  all  cases  of  appeal, /ram  the  general  comjt 
of  chancery,  end  court  of  admiralty ; that  on-  person  of  mtegriiv 
ai  d sound  judgment  i.i  th.-  law, "bo  appointed  chancellor ; th- ‘ 
three  person:  of  integrity  and  sound  judgment  in  the  lose,  tut  appoint- 
ed jwlges  of  tlie  court  hjvj  called  the  pr.a'ii:ci;,l  court : and  that  the 
same  court  be  hereafter  railed  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  general 
cow  l : which  court  shall  sh  on  the  western  and,  eastern  shores,  for 
transacting  and  determining  the  busines  s of  the  respective  shores,  at 
such  times  and  nlaces,  as  the  future  legislature  of  this  state  shall  di- 
rect and  appoint. 

LV1I.  That  t iie  style  of  all  laws  run  thus  : “Beit  enacted  by  the 
gei.  ral  assembly  of  Maryland.”  That  all  public  commissions  and 
grants  run  thus  : “The  state  of  Maryland,”  &e.  and  shall  be  sigm  <1 
by  the  governor,  and  attested  by  tie  chancellor,  with  the  seal  of 
the  state  annexed — except  military  and  militia  commissions,  which 
shall  not  be  attested  by  the  chancellor,  or  have  the  seal  of  tin-  state 
annexed  ; that  all  writs  shall  run  in  the  same  style,  and  be  tested, 
sealed,  and  signed  as  usual.  That  all  indictments  shad 
“against  the  peace,  government  and  dignity  of  the  state.” 
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J.VIIX.  That  all  penalties  ami  forfeitures,  heretofore  going  to 
the  king  or  proprietary,  shall  go  to  the  state— save  only  such  as 
the  general  assembly  may  abolish  or  otherwise  provide  for. 

LIX.  That  this  form  of  government,  and  the  declaration  of 
rights,  and  no  part  thereof,  shall  be  altered,  changed,  or  abolished, 
unless  a hill  so  to  alter,  change,  or  abolish  the  same,  shall  pass  the 
general  assembly,  and  be  published  at  least  three  months  before  a 
new  election,  and  shall  he  confirmed  by  the  general  assembly,  after 
a new  election  of  delegates,  in  the  first  session  after  such  new  elec- 
tion ; provided,  that  nothing  in  this  form  of  government,  which  re- 
lates to  the  eastern  shore,  particularly,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
he  altered,  unless  tor  the  alteration  and  confirmation  thereof  at 
least  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  general 
assembly  shall  concur. 

LX.  That  every  bill,  passed  by  the  general  assembly,  when  en- 
grossed, shall  be  presented  by  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
jn  the  senate,  to  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  who  shall  sign 
the  same,  and  thereto  affix  the  great  seal,  in  the  presence  of  the 
hiembcrs  of  both  houses  : every  law  shall  be  recorded  in  the  gene- 
ral court  office  of  the  western  shore,  and  in  due  time  printed,  pub- 
lished, and  certified  under  the  great  seal  to  the  several  county  courts, 
in  the  same  manner  as  hath  been  heretofore  used  in  this  state. 
This  form  of  government  was  assented  to,  and  passed  in  conven- 
tion oi  the  delegates  of  the  freemen  of  Maryland,  begun  and  held 
at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  the  14th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1776. 

By  order  of  the  Convention, 

M.  T1LGHMAN,  Bresident. 


AMENDMENTS 

TO  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  MARTI  AND. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  That  all 
those  parts  of  the  constitution  and  form  of  government  that  prevent 
a citizen,  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath  in  any  case, 
and  re  ho  are  permitted  by  the- constitution  to  affirm  in  certain  cases, 
from  taking  a seat,  in  the  legislature,  or  from  being  an  elector  of  the 
Senate, i without  taking  an  oath  of  subport  to  this  government , shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  repealed,  abrogated,  and  made  null  and  void ; and 
hereafter  a solemn  affirmation  or  declaration  of  support  to  this  go- 
vernment,-may  be  taken,  and  shall  be  received  instead  of  an  oath, 
by  any  citizen  chosen  a delegate  or  elector  of  the  senate,  conscienti- 
ously scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath  in  any  case,  and  who  is  permitted 
by  the  constitution  to  affirm  in  certain  caw,?.— Passed  November, 
1733,  ch.  42— confirmed  1789,  ch.  1. 

II.  That  no  member  of  congress, 'or  person  holding  an  office  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  capable  of  having  a 
seat  in  the  general  assembly,  or  being  an  elector  of  the  senate,  or 
holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  state  ; and  if  any  mem- 
he.  of  the  general  assembly,  elector  of  jhe  senate,  or  person  bolding 
an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  state,  shall  take  his  seat  in  con- 
gress, or  accept  of  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United 
States, or  being  elected  to  congress,  or  appointed  to  an  office  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  not  make  his  resignation 
of  his  seat  in  congress,  or  of  his  office,  as  the  case  may  be,  within 
thirty  days  after  notice  of  his  election,  or  appointment  to  office  as 
aforesaid,  his  seat io  the  legislature  of  this  state,  or  as  elector  of 
the  senate,  or  of  his  office  held  under  this  state  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  void  .Provided,  that  no  person  who  is  now,  or  maybe  at  any 
time  when  this  act  becomes  part  of  the  constitution,  a member 
both  of  congress  am!  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  or  who  now 
holds,  or  may  hold  at  the  time  when  this  act  becomes  part  of  the 
constitution,  an  office  as  aforesaid,  both  under  this  state  and  the 
United  States,  shall  be  affected  by  this  act,  if  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  same  shall  become  part  of  the  constitution,  he  shall  resign 
his  scat  in  congress,  or  bis  office  held  under  the  United  States.— 
Pass  'd  1791,  ch.  80— confirmed  1792,  ch.  22. 

III.  That  every  person  being  a member  of  either  of  the  religious 

sects  or  societies  called  Quakers,  Menonists,  Timbers,  or  Nicolites, 
or  he  w.Qua  kers, and  who  shall  be  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  tak- 
ing an  oath  on  any  occasion,  being"  otherwise  qualified  and  duly 
elected  a senator,  delegate  or  elector  of  the  senate,  or  being  other- 
wise qualified  and  duly  appointed  or  elected  to  any  office  pf  profit 
or  trust,  pn  making  affirmation,  instead  of  taking  the  several  oaths 
appointed  by  the  constitution  and  form  of  government,  and  the 
Sevebal  acts  of  assembly  of  this  state  now  in  force,  or  that 
hereafter  may  be  made,  such  person  may  hold  and  exercise  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  to  which  he  may  be  appointed  or  elected, 
and  may,  by  such  affirmation,  qualify  himself  to  take  a seat  in  the 
legislature,  and  to  act  therein  as  a member  of  the  same  in  all 
cases  what -;vey,  or  to  be  an  elector  of  the  senate,  in  as  full  and  am- 
ple a manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatever,  as  persons  are 
iiow  competent  and  tjuaiifibdto  ac{  who  are  not  conscientiously 
scrupulous  of  taking  such  oaths— Passed  1794,  ch.  49,  confirmed 
179.5,  dull.  " 

IV.  That  the  mayor  and  second  branch  of  the  city  council  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be 
judges  of  the  elections  for  delegates  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  for 
elector  of  the  senate,  and  stjoil  have  and  exercise  all  the  rights  and 
'Authorities  resheeting  such  elections  which  were  vested  in  the  com- 
missioners of  Baltimore-towii,  in  virtue  of  the  constitution  and  form 
df  govirnnient.— Passed  1797,  eh.  57— confirmed  1798,  ch.  2. 

V.  That  the  people  coiled  Quakers,  those  called  Nicolites  or 
mw  Quakers,  those  called  Timken,  and  those  called  Menonists, 
holding  it  unlawful  to  take  an  oath  oh  any  occasion,  shall  he  al- 
lowed to  make  their  solemn  affirmation  as  witnesses  in  the  man- 
lier that  Quakers  have  been"  heretofore  allowed  to  affirm,  which 
affirmation  shall  be  of  the  same  avail  as  an  obth,  to  ail  intents  and 
purposes  whatever.  ...... 

2.  Before  any  of  the  persons  aforesaid  shall.be  admitted  as  a wit- 
ness in  any  court  of  justice  in  this  state,  the:  court  shall  be  satisfi- 
ed, by  such  testimony  as  they  may  require,  that  suebpersdnis  one 


of  those  who  profess  to  he  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  taking 
an  oath.— Passed  1797.  ch.  118— confirmed  1798,  ch.  83. 

VI.  That  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  all  future  elections  for  delegates,  eketorsnf  the  senate,  and 
sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  shall  be  divided  into  separate  dis- 
tricts in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed,  viz.  Saint  Mary’s  coun- 
ty, shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  three  separate  districts;  Kent 
county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  three  separate  districts; 
Calvert  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  offi  into  three  separate 
districts ; Charles  county  shall  he  divided  and  laid  off  into  four 
separate  districts;  Talbot  county  shall  be  divided  and  bid  off  into 
four  separate  districts;  Somerset  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid 
otf  into  three  separate  districts;  Dorchester  county  shall  be  divid- 
ed and  laid  off  into  three  separate  districts;  Cecil  county  shall  be 
divided  and  laid  off  into  four  separate  districts;  Prince  George’s 
county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  five  separate  districts;  Queen 
Anne’s  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  olf  into  three  separate  dis- 
tricts; Worcester  couiityshall  be  dividodaiul  laid  oiVinto  five  separate 

on 
into 

nty  shall  be  divided  and  laidoffi 
into  three  separate  districts; Washington  countvshall  be  divided  and 
laid  off  into  five  separate  districts;  Montgomery  county  shall  be 
divided  and  laid  olf  into  five  seperate  districts;  Alleghany  conn- 


limits  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into 
seven  districts;  and  that  the  city  of’  Baltimore  shall  be  laid  off  in  to 
eight  districts. 

2.  All  and  every  part  of  the  constitution  and  form  of  government, 
relating  to  the  judges,  time,  place,  and  manner  erf1  holding  elections 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  all  and  every  part  of  the  second, 
third,  fifth,  fourteenth  and  forty-second  sections  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  form  of  government  of  "this  state,  which  relate  to  thejudg- 
es,  place,  time,  and  manner  of  holding  the  several  elections  for 
delegates,  electors  of  the  senate,  and  the  sheriffs  of  the  several 
counties,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  abrogated,  repealed  and  an- 
nulled, and  the  same  shall  hereafter  be  regulated  by  law.— PaasetJ 
1798,  ch.  115,  confirmed  1799,  ch.  48. 

VII.  That  every  free  white  male  citizen  of  this  state, and  no  other , 
above  21  years  of  age,  having  resided  twelve  months  in  the  county 
next  preceding  the  election  at  which  he  offers  to  vote,  and  every  free 
7v kite  male  citizen  of  this  state  above  21  years  of  age , and  having  ob- 
tained a residence  of  twelve  months  next  preceding  the  election  in, 
the  city  of  Baltimore , or  the  city  of  Annapolis,  and  at  which  he 
offers  to  vote,  shall  have  a right  of  suffrage,  and  shall  vote,  by  bal- 
lot, in  the  election  of  such  county  or  city , or  either  of  them,  fur 
delegates  to  the  general  assembly,  electors  of  the  senate,  and  sheriffs 
—Passed  1801,  ch.  90,  confirmed  1802,  ffi720. 

VIII.  That  Frederick  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into 
nitie  separate  districts,— Passed  1802,  ch.  82,  confirmed  1803, 
ch.  19. 

IX.  That  this  state  shall  be  divided  into  six  judical  districts,  in 
manner  and  form  following,  to  wit:  Saint  Mary’s,  Charles,  and 
Prince  George’s  counties,  shall  be  the  first  district;  Cecil,  Kent, 
Queen  Anne’s  and  Talbot  counties,  shall  be  the  second  district; 
Calvert,  Anne  Arundel  and  Montgomery  counties,  shall  be  the 
third  district;  Caroline,  Dorchester,  Somerset  and  Worcester  coun- 
ties, shall  be  the  fourth  district;  Frederick,  Washington  and  Al- 
leghany counties,  shall  be  the  fifth  district;  Baltimore  and  Harford 
counties,  shall  be  the  sixth  district;  and  there  shall  be  appointed 
for  each  of  the  said  judicial  districts,  three  persons  of  integrity 
and  sound  legal  knowledge,  residents  of  the  state  of  Maryland, 
who  shall,  previous  to,  and  during  their  acting  as  judges,  reside 
in  the  district  for  which  they  shall  respectively  be  appointed,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  styled  in  the  commission  chief  judge,  and  the 
other  two  associate  judges  of  the  district  for  which  they  shall  be 
appointed;  and  the  chief  judge,  together  with  the  two  associate 
judges,  shall  compose  the  county  courts  in  each  respective  dis- 
trict; and  each  judge  shall  hold  his  commission  during  good  be- 
havior, removable  for  misbehaviour  on  conviction  in  a court  of 
law,  or  shall  be  removed  by  the  governor,  upon  the  addres?  of  the 
general  assembly,  provided  that  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of 
each  house  concur  in  such  address;  and  the  county  courts,  so  as 
aforesaid  established,  shall  have,  hold  and  exercise,  in  the*  several 
counties  of  this  state,  all  and  every  the  power*,  authorities,  and 
jurisdictions  which  the  county  courts  of  this  state  now  have,  use, 
and  exercise,  and  which  shall  be  hereafter  prescribed  by  law;  and 
the  said  county  courts  established  by  this  act,  shall  respectively 
hold  their  sessions  in  the  several  counties  at  such  times  and 
places  fas  the  legislature  shall  direct  and  appoint,  and  the 
salaries  of  the  said  judges  shall  not  he  diminished  during  the  peri- 
od of  their  continuance  in  office. 

2.  In  any  suit  or  action  atlaw  hereafter  to  be  commenced  orinsti- 
tuted  in  any  county  court  of  this  state,  the  judges  thereof,  upon 
suggestion  in  writing,  by  either  of  the  parties  thereto,  supported 
by  affidavit,  or  other  proper  evidence,  that  a lair  and  impartial 
trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  county  court  of  the  county  where  such 
suit  or  action  is  depending,  shall  and  may  order  and  direct  the  re- 
cord of  their  proceedings  in  such  suit  or  action  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  judges  of  any  county  court  within  the  district  fpr  trial, and 
the  judges  of  such  county  court,  to  whom  the  said  record  shall  be 
transmitted,  shall  hear  and  determine  the  same  in  like  manner 
as  if  such  stijt  or  action'  had  been  originally  instituted  therein; 
provided  nevertheless, that,  such  suggestion  .shall  he  made  as  afore- 
said before  or  during  the  term  in  wnieh  the  issue  or  issues  may  be 
joined  in  said  suit  or  action;  and  provided  also,  that  such  further  re- 
medy maybe  provided  by  law  in  the  premises, as  the  legislature  shall 
from  tiuieto  time  direct  and  enact. 

3.  If  any  party  presented  or  indicted  in  any  of  the  county  courts 
of  this  state,  shall  suggest,  in  writing,  to  the  court  in  which  such 
prosecution  is  depending,  that  a lair  and  impartiallriai  canuoj  be 
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tint!  in  such  court,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  court  to 
order  and  direct  the  record  of  their  proceedings  in  the  said  prose* 
eution  to  be  transmited  to  the  judges  of  any  adjoining  countv 
court  for  trial,  and  the  judges  of  such  adjoining  county  court  shall 
hear  and  determine  the  same  in  the  sanie  manner  as  if  such  prose- 
cution had  been  originally  instituted  therein;  provided,  that  such 
further  and  other  remedy  may  be  provided  by  law,  in  the  premises, 
as  the  legislature  may  direct  and  enact. 

4.  Ifthe  attorney  generator  the  prosecutor  for  the  state,  shall  sug- 
gest, in  writing,  to  any  county  court  before  whom  an  indictment 
is  or  may  be  depending,  that  the  state  cannot  have  a fair  and  im- 
partial trial  in  such  court,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said 
court,  in  their  discretion,  to  order  and  direct  the  record  of  their 
proceedings  in  the  said  prosecution  to  b<*  transmitted  to  the  judg- 
es of  any  adjoining  county  court  for  trial,  and  the  judges  of  such 
county  court  shall  hear  mid  determine  the  same  as  it  such  prose- 
cution had  been  originally  instituted  therein. 

5.  There  shall  be  a court  of  appeals,  and  the  same  shall  he  compos- 
ed of  the  chief  judges  of  the  several  judicial  districts  of  the  suit-, 
which  said  court  of  appeals  shall  hold,  use  and  exercise,  all  aiid 
singular  the  powers,  authorities  and  jurisdictions,  heretofore  held, 
used  and  exercised,  l>y  the  court  of  appeals  of  this  stat  , and  also 
the  appellate  jusisdiction  heretofore  used  and  exercised  by  the 
general  court;  and  the  said  court  of  appeals  hereby  established, 
shall  sit  on  the  western  and  eastern  shores  for  transacting  ami  de- 
termining the  business  of  the  respective  shores,  at  such  times  and 
places  as  the  future  legislature  of  this  state  shall  direct  and  appoint; 
and  any  three  of  the  said  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  shall  form 
a quorum  to  hear  and  decide  in  all  cases  pending  in  said  court; 
ana  the  judge  who  has  given  a decision  in  any  case  in  the  county 
court  shall  withdraw  from  the  bench  upon  the  deciding  of  the  same 
ease  before  the  court  of  appeals;  and  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
appeals  may  appoint  the  clerks  of  said  court  for  the  western  aud 
eastern  shores  respectively,  who  shall  hold  their  appointments 
during'good, behaviour, removable  only  for  misbehaviour  on  convic- 
tion in  a court  of  law;  and  in  case  of  death,  resignation,  disqualifi- 
cation, or  removal  out  of  the  state  or  from  their  respective  shores, 
of  either  of  the  said  clerks  in  the  vacation  of  the  said  court,  the 
governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  may  appoint  and  com* 
mission  a fit  and  proper  person  to  such  vacant  office,  to  hold  the 
same  until  the  nest  meeting  of  the  said  court;  and  all  laws  pass- 
ed after  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  oi 
the  court  of  appeals  of  the  western  shore— Passed  1S04,  cli.  5 5,  con- 
firmed 1805,  eb.  16. 

X.  That  Saint  Mary’s  county  shall  be  divided  into  four  separate 
districts, and  that  the  additional  district  shall  belaid  o;t  adjoining 
and  between  the  first  and  third  districts,  as  they  are  now  number- 
ed—Passed  1806,  ch.  2Q,  confirmed  1807,  ch.  8. 

XI.  Upon  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  out  of  this  state, 
of  the  governor,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  call  a meeting  of  the 
legislature  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  thereby,  but  the  first 
Yi amed  of  the  council  for  the  time  being,  shall  qualify  and  act  as 
governor,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  general  assembly;  at  which 
meeting  a governor  shall  be  chpsen  iu  the  manner  heretofore  apr 
pointed  and  directed. 

2.  No  governor  shall  be  capable  of  holding  any  other  office  of  pro- 
fit during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  be  elected.— Passed  June 
1800,  eh.  16,  confirmed  November,  1809,  ch.  .11. 


[This  constitution  has  been  collated  with  great  care,  by  two  dis- 
tinguished legal  characters.  This  procedure  will  appear  to  have 
been  absolutely  necessary  to  those  who  have  labored  to  discover 
(from  the  multitude  of  alterations  and  amendments)  what  the  con- 
stitution was -some  parts  of  it  being  enveloped  in  great  obscu- 

rity and  doubt.  The  reader  will  bo  pleased  to  bear  in  mind  that 
nil  the  parts  of  the  declaration  of  rights  and  form  of  government 
that  are  printed  in  Italic,  are  repeated  or  supplied.  The  following 
errors  occurred  in  the  456th  page,  which  was  printed  before  the 
strict  revision  above  alluded  to  was  made  — — 

EKItATA  IN  PAG’.  4.56. 

Sec.viii.— For  court  of  judicature— read,  court  or  judicature. 

in.  — place  of  the  meeting— read,  place fci‘  the  meeting. 

xii.  — tax,  fee  or  fi:es —read,  tux,  burthen , fee  or  fees,  aud 

without  the  consent  of  the  legislature. 

xiii.  — imposed  and  laid-r-in  the  last  line  but  one— read,  im- 

posed or  laid. 

xv.  The  words  ex  post  facto,  inserted  in  italic , are  not  to 
be  considered  as  stricken  out. 

xx.  — common  court  of  law— read,  court  of  commonlaiv. 

xxvii.  — militia— read,  military. 

xxx.  Thewords,“and  judges,”  and  “die  judges,”  printed  in 
italic,  should  have  been  printed  in  Roman. 

xxxii.—  foreign  state — read,  foreign  prince  or  state. 

The  greater  part  of  these  errors,  except  in  an  article  of  this 
kind,  would  be  regarded  as  non-essentials  ; aud  ail  pf  them  existed 
in  the  supposed  correct  copy  we  had.] 


Constitution  of  Virginia. 

The  constitution , or  form  of  government,  agreed  to  and 
resolved  upon  by  the  delegates  and  representatives  of 
the  several  counties  and  corporations  of  Virginia,  in 
a general  convention  held  at  Williamsburgh,  on  the 
6 h of  May,  and  continued  by  adjournments  to  the 
5th  of  July,  1776. 

WE.  the  delegates  and  representatives  of  the  good  people  of 
Virginia,  do  declare  the  future  form  of  government  of  Virginia,  to 
be  as  foljoweth 

The  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary  departments,  shall  be 
separate  and  distinct  so  that  neither  exercise  the  powers  properly 
belonging  to  the  other  ; nor  shall  any  person  exercise  the  power* 
of  more  than  one  of  them  at  the  same  time,  except  that  the  justices 
of  the  county  courts  shall  be  eligible  to  either  house  of  the  assem- 
bly- 

The  legislative  shall  be  formed  of  two  distinct  branches,  who, 
together,  shall  be  a complete  legislature.  They  shall  meet  once, 
or  cftvner,  every  year,  aud  shall  be  called  the  general  assembly  (f 
Virginia.  One  of  these  shall  be  called  tfic  house  of  delegates,  and 
consist  of  two  representatives,  to  be  chosen  for  each  county,  and 
for  the  district  of  West-Augusta,  annually,  of  such  men  as  actually 
reside  in,  and  are  freeholders  of  the  same,  or  duly  qualified,  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  also  of  one  delegate  or  representative,  to  be  chosen 
annually  for  the  city  of  Williamsburgh,  and  one  for  the  borough  of 


XII.  That  all  such  parts  of  the  constitution  and  form  of  go*  Norfolk,  and  a re  presentative  for  each  of  such  other  cities  and  bo* 
irnment,  as  require  a property  qualification  in  persons  to  be  roughs,  as  may  hereafter  be  allowed  particular  representation,  by 


srernmeut 

appointed  or  holding  ofllci 
persons  elected  members  of  the  legislature  or 
shall  lie.  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  abolished. — Passed 
November  1809,  ch.  108,  confirmed  1810,  ch.  18. 

XIII.  That  it  shall  not  he  lawful  for  the  general  assembly  of 
this  state  to  lay  an  equal  and  general  tax,  or  any  other  tax,  on 
the  people  of  this  state,  for  the  support  of  any  religion, — Passed 
November  1809,  ch.  167,  confirmed  1810,  ch.  24. 

XIV.  That  every  free  white  male  citizen  of  this  state,  above 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  no  other, having  resided  twelve  months 
within  this  state,  and  six  months  in  the  co.unty,  or  in  the  city  ot 
Annapolis  or  Baltimore,  next  preceding  the  election  at  which  he 
offers* to  vote,  shall  have  a right  of  suffrage,  and  shall  vote,  by  bal- 
lot, in  the  election  of  such  county  or  city,  or  either  of  them,  for 
electors  of  the  president  and- vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
for  representatives  of  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  for  delegates  to  the  general  assembly  of  this  state,  electors 
of  the  senate,  and  sheriffs.— Passed  November  1809,  ch.  83,  con- 
firmed 1810,  ch.  33. 

XV.  That  no  person  residing  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  shall  have 
a vote  in  the  county  of  Anne-Arumlei  for  delegates  for  the  said 
county,  and  all  and  every  part  of  the  constitution  which  enables 


of  profi  t or  trust  in  this  state,  and  in  j the  legislature  ; but  when  any  city  or  borough  shall  so  decrease,  as 
electors  of  the  senate.  that  the  number  of  persons,  having  right  of  suff  rage  therein  shall 
" 1 have  been,  for  the  space  of  seven  years  successivi  ly,  less  than  half 

the  number  of  voters  in  some  one  county  hi  Virginia, such  city  or  ho 
rough  thenceforward  shall  cease  to  send  a delegate  or  representa- 
tive to  the  assembly. 

The  other  shall  be  called  the  senate , and  consist  of  twenty-four 
members,  of  whom  thirteen  shall  constitute  a house  to  proceed  on 
business  ; for  whose  election,  the  different  counties  shall  be  divided 
into  twenty-four  districts ; and  each  county  of  the  respective  dis- 
trict, at  the  time  of  the  election,  of  its  delegates,  shall  vote  for  one 
senator,  who  is  actually  a resident  and  freeholder  within  the  dis- 
trict, or  duly  qualified  according  to  law,  and  is  upwards  of  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  ; and  the  sheriffs  of  each  county,  within  five  days 
at  farthest,  after  the  last  county  election  in  the  district,  shall  meet 
at  some  convenient  place,  ami  from  the  poll  so  taken  in  their  re- 
spective counties,  return  as  a senator,  the  man  who  shall  have  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  in  the  whole  district.  To  keep  up  this 
assembly  by  rotation,  the  districts  shall  be  equally  divided  into  four 
classes  aud  numbered  by  lot.  At  the  end  of  one  year,  after  the  ge- 
neral election,  the  six  members  elected  by  the  first  division,  shall  be 
lisplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  occasioned,  supplied  from  such 


persons  holding  fifty  acres  of  land  to  vote  in  said  county,  be  aiul  j classes  or  division,  by  new  election,  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  This 


is  hereby  abolished. — Passed  November  1809,  cli.  38,  confirmed 
1810,  ch.  49. 

XVI.  That  the  forty-fifth  article  of  the  constitution  and  form  of 
government  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  utterly  abolish- 
ed.—Passed  November  1809,  cli.  65,  confirmed  1810,  ch.  73. 

XVII.  That  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  general  assembly  shall 
he  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  in  each  year,  instead  of  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  as. is  imv  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion and  form  of  government. 

2.  The  governor  of  this  state  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  in  the  same  manner  as 
js  now  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  form  of  government; 
and  the  council  to  the  governor  shall  be  elected' on  the  first  Tues- 
day after  the  second  Monday  of  December,  in  each  ami  every 
year,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  prescribed  by  the  constitution 
and  form  of  government. 

3.  All  annual  appointments  of  civil  officers  in  this  state,  shall  be 
made  in  the  third  week  of  December  in  every  year,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  constitution  and  form  of  government  now  directs. 
Passed  1811,  ch.  211,  confirmed  Nuveoiber  1812,  ch. 


rotation  shall  be  applied  to  each  division,  aecordin 
and  continued  in  due  order  annually. 

The  right  of  suffrage  in  the  election  of  members  for  both  houses, 
shall  remain  as  exercised  at  present ; and  each  house  shall  choose 
its  own  speaker,  appoint  its  own  officers,  settle  its  own  rules  of 
proceeding,  and  direct  writs  of  election,  lor  the  supplying  interme- 
diate vacancies. 

All  laws  shall  originate  in  the  bouse  of  delegates,  to  he  approved 
of  or  rejected  by  the  senate,  or  to  be  amended,  with  consent  of  the 
house  of  delegates;  except  money  bills,  which  in  no  instance  shall 
be  altered  by  the  senate,  but  wholly  approved  or  rejected. 

A governor,  or  chief  magistrate,  shall  be  chosen  annually  hr 
joint  ballot,  of  both  housi  s (to  be  taken  in  each  house  rcsp<  cti Vt  ly) 
deposited  in  the  conference  room  ; the  box  s examined  jointly  by 
a committee  of  each  house,  and  the  numbers  severally  reported  to 
them,  that  che  appointments  may  he  entered  (which  shall  be  the 
mode  of  taking  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  in  all  cases)  who 
shall  not  continue  in  that  office  longer  titan  three  years  succes- 
sively. nor  be  eligible,  until  the  expiration  of  four  years  after  he 
shall  have  been  out  yf  that  office.  An  adequate,  but  iuyJeraU: iu~ 
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lary,  shall  bfi  settled  on  him,  during  his  continuance  in  office  ; and  The  territories,  contained  within  the  charters,  erecting  the  cola* 
he  shall,  with  the  advice  of  a council  of  state,  exercise  the  e\ecu-P  tries  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  North  and  South-Carolina,  are 
tive  powers  of  government,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  common-1]  hereby  ceded, 'released,  and  forever  confirmed  to  the  people  of  th  se 
wealth;  and  shall  not,  under  any  pretence,  exercise  any  power  or  colonies  respectively,  with  all  the  rights  of  property,  .jurisdiction, 
jgjerogative,  by  virtue  of  any  law,  statute,  or  custom  of  England,  and  government,  and  all  other  rights  whatsoever,  which  might,  at 
But  he  shall,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  state,  have  the  pow- 1 any  time  heretofore,  have  been  claimed  by  Virginia,  except  the 
er  of  granting  reprieves  or  pardons,  except  where  the  prosecution  | free  navigation  and  use  of  the  riVers  Potomac  and  Pokomoke,  with 
shall  have  been  carried  on  by  the  house  of  delegates,  or  the  law  shall  j the  property  of  the  Virginia  shores  and  strands,  bordering  on  ei- 
otherwise  particularly  direct;  in  which  cases,  no  reprieve  or  par- 
don shall  be  granted,  but  by  resolve  of  the  house  of  delegates. 


Either  house  of  the  general  assembly  may  adjourn  themselves 
respectively.  The  governor  shall  not  prorogue  or  adjourn  the  as- 
sembly during  their  sitting,  nor  dissolve  them  at  any  time;  but 
lie  shall,  if  necessary,  either  by  advice  of  the  council  of  state,  or  on 
application  of  a majority  of  the  house  of  deleg  ates,  call  t hem  before 
the  time  to  which  they  shall  stand  prorogued  or  adjourned. 

A privy  council,  or  council  of  state,  consisting  of  eight  members, 
shall  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly,  either! 
from  their  own  members  or  the  people  at  large,  to  assist  }n  the  ad- 
ministration of  government.  They  shall  annually' choose,  out  of 
their  own  members,  a president,  w bo,  in  case  of  death,  inability,  or 
absence  of  the  governor  from  the  government,  shall  act  as  lieute- 
nant-governor. Four  members  shall  be  sufficient  to  act,  and  their 
advice  and  proceedings  shall' be  entered  on  record,  and  signed  by 
the  members  present  (to  any7  part  whereof,  any  member  may  en- 
ter his  dissent)  to  be  laid  before  the  general  assembly7,  when  called 
for  by  them.  This  council  may  appoint  their  own  clerk,  who  shall 
have  a salary  settled  by  law,  and  take  an  oath  of  secrecy,  in  such 
matters  as  lie  shall  be  directed  by  the  board  to  conceal.  A sum  of 
money7,  appropriated  to  that  purpose,  shall  be  divided  annually 
among  the  members, in  proportion  to  their  attendance  ; and  they7 
shall  be  incapable,  during  their  continuance  in  office,  of  sitf  ngiii 
either  house  of  assembly.  Two  members  shall  be  removed,  by 
joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly,  at  the  end  of  every  three 
years,  and  be  ineligible  for  the  three  next  years.  These  vacancies, 
as  well  as  those  occasioned  by  death  or  incapacity,  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  new  elections,  in  the  same  manner. 

The  delegates  for  Virginia  to  the  continental  congress  shall  be 
chosen  annually7,  or  superseded  in  the  mean  time,  by  joint  ballot  of 
both  houses  of  assembly. 

The  present  militia  officers  shall  be  continued,  and  vacancies 
supplied  bv  appointment  of  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
privy  council,  on  recommendations  from  the  respective  county 
courts  ; but  the  governor  and  council  shall  have  a power  of  sus- 
pending any  officer,  and  ordering  a court  martial,  on  complaint  of 
misbehavior  or  inability,  or  to  supply  vacancies  of  officers,  hap- 
pening when  in  actual  service. 

The  governor  may  embody  the  militia  with  the  advice  of  the 
privy  council ; and  when  embodied,  shall  alone  have  the  direction 
of  the  militia,  under  the  laws  of  the  country 

The  two  houses  of  assembly7  shall,  by7  joint  ballot,  appoint  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  of  appeals,  and  general  court  of  judges  in 
chancery,  judges  of  admiralty,  secretary,  and  the  attorney-general, 
to  be  commissioned  by  the  governor, 'and  continue  in  office  during 
good  behaviour.  In  case  of  death,  incapacity,  or  resignation,  the 
governor  with  the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  shall  appoint  per- 
sons to  succeed  in  office,  to  be  approved  or  disapproved  by  both 
houses.  These  officers  shall  have  fixed  and  adequate  salaries,  and, 
together  With  all  others,  holding  lucrative  offices,  and  all  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  of  every  denomination,  be  incapable  of  being  elect- 
ed members  of  either  house  of  assembly  or  the  privy  council. 

The  governor  with  the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  shall  appoint 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  counties  : and  in  case  of  vacancies,  or 
a necessity  of  increasing  the  number  hereafter,  such  appointments 
•to be  made  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  respective  county7 
•courts.  Tire  present  acting  secretary  in  Virginia,  and  clerks  of  ail 
the  country7  courts,  shall  continue  in  office.  In  case  of  vacancies, 
either  by  death,  incapacity,  or  resignation,  a secretary  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, as  before  directed:  and  the  clerks,  by  the  respective 
courts.  The  present  and  future  clerks  shall  hokftheir  offices  dur- 
ing'good  behavior,  to  be  judged  of,  and  determined  iu  the  genera! 
court.  The  sheriffs  and  coroners  shall  be  nominated  by  the  respec- 
tive courts,  approved  by  th"  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the.  privy 
council,  and  commissioned  by  the  governor.  The  justices  shall 
appoint  constables  ; and  all  fees  of  the  aforesaid  officers  be  regu- 
lated by  law. 

The  governor,  when  he  is  out  of  office,  and  others,  offending 
against  the  state,  either  by  mal  administration,  corruption,  or  other 
in  'fins,  by  which  the  safety  of  the  state  may  he  endangered,  shall 
be  impeach  able  by  the  house  of  delegates.  Such  impeachment  to 
be  prosecuted  by  the  attorney-general,  or  such  other  person  or  per- 
ms as  the  house 


ther  of  the  said  rivers,  and  all  improvements,  which  hav. 
shall  be  made  thereon.  The  western  and  northern  extent  of  Vir- 
ginia shall,  in  all  other  respects,  stand,  as  fixed  by  the  charter  of 
icing  James  I.  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  nine,  and 
by  the  public  treaty  of  peace,  between  the  courts  of  Britain  and 
France  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three; 
unless  by  act  of  this  legislature,  one  or  more  governments  be  estab* 
lished  westward  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  And  no  purchase  of 
land’s  shall  be  made  of  the  Indian  natives,  but  on  behaltol  the  pub* 
lie,  by  authority  of  the  general  assembly. 


Constitution  of  North- Carolina. 

The  Constitution  or  form  of  Government,  agreed  to 
and  resolved  upon  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
freemen  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina , elected  nud 
chosen  for  that  particular  purpose,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, at  Halifax,  December  18,  1 776. 

A DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS,  &C. 

I.  That  all  political  power  is  vested  in,  and  derived  from  tlie  pep* 
pie  only. 

II.  That  the  people  of  this  state  ought  to  have  the  sole  and 
exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal  government  and  police 
thereof. 

III.  That  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exclusive  or  sepa- 
rate emoluments  or  privileges  from  the  community,  but  in  consi- 
deration of  public  services. 

IV.  That  the  legislative,  executive  and  supreme  judicial  powers 
of  government,  ought  to  be  forever  separate  and  distinct  from 
each  other. 

V.  That  all  powers  of  suspending  laws,  or  the  execution  of 
Jaws,  by  any  authority7,  without  consent  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  is  injurious  to  their  rights  and  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
ercised. 

VI.  That  elections  of  members,  to  serve  as  represent  atives  in 
general  assembly,  ought  to  be  free. 

VII.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  every  man  has  aright 
to  he  informed  of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  to  confront  the 
accusers  and  witnesses  with  other  testimony,  and  shall  not  be 
Compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself. 

VIII.  That  no  freeman  shall  he  put  to  answer  any  criminal 
charge,  but  by  indictment,  presentment  or  impeachment. 

IX.  That  no  freeman  shall  be  convicted  of  any  crime  but  by  the 

unanimous  verdict  of  a jury  of  good  and  lawful  men,  in  open 
court,  as  heretofore  used.  ... 

X.  That  excessive  hail  should  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  or  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

XI.  That  general  warrants,  whereby  an  officer  or  messenger 

may  be  commanded  to  search,  suspected  places,  without  evidence 
of  the  fact  committed,  or  to  seize  any7  person  or  persons,  not  nam- 
ed, whose  offences  are  not  particularly  described,  and  support!  d 
by  evidence— are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be 
granted.  '• 

XII.  That  no  freeman  ought  to  be  taken,  imprisoned,  or  dis- 
seized of  bis  freehold,  liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed, or  exiled, 
or  in  any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  pro- 

I perty,  but  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

| XIII.  That  every  freeman  restrained  of  his  liberty,  is  entitled 
to  a remedy,  to  inquire  into  the  lawfulness  thereof  and  to  remove 
the  same, if  unlawful;  and  that  such  remedy  ought  not  to  be  de- 
nied or  delayed. 

XIV.  That  in  all  controversies  at  law,  respecting  property,  the 
ancient  mode  of  trial  by  jury,  is  one  of  the  best  securities  of 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  ought  to  remain  sacred  and  invi- 
olable. 

XV.  That  the  freedom  of  the  press  is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks 
of  liberty,  and  therefore  ought  never  to  be  restrained, 

XVI.  That  the  people  of  this  state  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  or 


without  the 
assem- 


S'tns  as  the  house  may  appoint,  in  the  general  court,  according  to  made  subject  to  the  payment  of  any  impost,  or  duty,  without 
the  laws  of  the  land.  If  found  guilty,  he  or  they  shall  be  either  | consent  of  themselves,  or  their  representatives  in  general  assi 
forever  disabled  to  hold  any  office  under  government,  or  he  re- 
moved from  such  Office  pro  tempore,  or  subjected  to  such  pains  or 
penalties,  as  the  laws  shall  direct. 

If  all  or  any  of  the  judges  pf  the  general  court  should,  on  good 


grounds  (to  by  judged  of  by  the  house  of  delegates)  he  accns-d  of 
any  of  the  crimes  or  offences  above-mentioned,  such  house  of  dele-' 
■gates  may  in  like  manner,  impeach  the  judge  or  judges  so  accused, 
to  be  prosecuted  in  the  court  of  appeals.;  and  he  or  they,  if  found 
guilty,  shall  b--  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescrib'd  in  the 
pr- ci.  djiig  clause. 

Commissions  and  grants  shall  run  “/«  the  name  of  the  common 
-wealth  of  Virginia?  ar.d  hear  test  by  the  governor,  wi  th  the  seal  of 
tiie  commonwealth  annexed.  Writs  shall  run  in  the  same  manner, 
and  hear  test  by  the  el- rks  of  the  several  courts.  Indictments 
shall  concilia  -,  '’‘against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  commmwenlth” 
A treasurer  shall  be  appointed  annually,  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
houses. 

.A  If  escheats,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  heretofore  going  to  the 
king, 'shall  go  to  the  commonwealth,  saveoniy  such  as  the  legisla- 
ture may  abolish,  or  otherwise  provide  for. 


biytr-ely  given. 

XVII.  That  the  people  have  a right  to  bear  arms,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  state;  and  as  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace  are 
dangerous  to  liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  kept  up;  and  that  the 
military  should  be  kept  under  strict  subordination  to,  and  govern- 
ed by  the  civil  power. 

XVIII.  That  the  people  have  a right  to  assemble  together,  to 
consult  for  the  common  good,  t.o  instruct  their  representatives, 
and  to  apply  to  the  legislature  for  redress  of  grievances, 

XIX.  That  all,  men  have  a natural  and  unalienable  right  to 

worship  Almighty  God,  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own 
consciences.  _ j 

XX.  That  for  redress  of  grievances,  and  for  amending  and 
strengthening  the  laws,  ejections  ought  to  be  often  held. 

X.XI,  That  a frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

XXII.  That  no  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges,  or  honors 
ought  to  be  granted  or  conferred  iu  this  state. 

XXIII.  That  perpetuities  and  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  a free  state,  aud  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 
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XXIV.  That  retrospective  laws,  punishing  facts  committed  b* 
fore  the  existence  of  such  laws,  and,  by  them  only,  declared 
criminal,  are  oppressive,  unjust,  and  incompatible  with  liberty; 
wherefore  no  ex  pest  facto  law  ought  to  be  made. 

XXV.  The  property  of  the  soil,  in  a free  government,  being  one 
of  the  essential  rights  of  the  collective  body  of  the  people,  it  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  future  disputes,  that  the  limits  of  the 
state  should  be  ascertained  with  precision:  and  as  the  former  tem- 
porary line  between  North  and  South.  Carolina,  was  confirmed, 
and  ext  nded  by  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  legislatures  oi 
the  two  states,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  late  king  George  If. 
in  council,  that  line,  and  that  only,  should  be  esteemed  the  -south’ 
ern  boundary  of  this  state— that  i»  to  say,  beginning  on  the  sea  sue, 
at  a cedar  stake,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  little  river  (being  the 
southern  extremity  of  Brunswick  county)  and  running  from 
thence  a north-west  course,  through  the  boundary  house,  which 
stands  in  thirty-three  degrees  fifty-six  minutes,  to  thirty-five  de- 
grees north  latitude:  and  from  thence  a west  course  solar  as  is  men- 
tioned in  the  charter  of  king  Charles  II.  to  the  late  proprietors 
of  Carolina.  Therefore  all  the  territory,  seas,  waters  aud  harbors, 
with  their  appurtenances,  lying  between  the  line  above  described, 
and  the  southern  line  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  which  begins  on  the 
sea-shore,  in  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  and 
front  thence  runs  west,  agreeable  to  the  said  charter  of  king 
Charlts,  are  the  right  and  property  of  tile  people  of  this  state,  to 
be  held  by  them  in  sovereignty:  any  partial  line,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  at  any  time  thereafter  direct- 
ed or  laid  out,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding:  provided  always,  that 
this  declaration  of  right  shall  not  prejudice  any  nation  or  nations 
of  Indians,  from  enjoying  such  hunting  grounds  as  may  have 
been,  or  hereafter  shall  he  secured  to  them,  by  any  former  or  fu- 
ture legislature  of  this  state:  And  provided  also,  that  it  shall  not 
be  construed  so  as  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  go- 
vernments w< st ward  of  this  state,  by  consent  of  the  legislature: 
And  provided  further , that  nothing  her  in  contained,  shall  a (feet 
the  titles  or  possessions  of  individuals,  holding  or  claiming  under 
the  laws  heretofore  in  force,  or  grants  heretofore  made  by  the  late 
king  George  II.  or  his  predecessors,  or  the  late  lords  proprietors, 
or  any  ol’  them. 

THE  CONSTITUTION  OR  FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT,  &C. 

Whereas  allegiance  and  protection  are,  in  their  nature,  recipro- 
cal, and  the  one  should  of  right  be  refused,  when  the  other  is 
withdrawn : — 

And  whereas,  George  the  third,  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  late 
sovereign  of  the  British  American  colonies,  hath  not  only  with- 
drawn from  them  his  protection,  but  by  an  act  of  the  British  legis- 
lature, declared  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  out  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  crown,  and  all  their  property  found  upon  the 
high  seas,  liable  to  be  seized  and  confiscated  to  the  uses  mentioned 
in  the  said  act:  and  the  said  George  the  third,  has  also  sent  fleets 
and  armies  to  prosecute  a cruel  war  against  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  tne  inhabitants  of  the  said  colonies  to  a state  of  ab- 
ject slavery;  in  consequence  whereof  all  government,  under  the 
said  king,  within  the  said  colonies,  hath  ceased,  and  a total  dissolu- 
tion of  government, in  many  of  them,  hath  taken  place. 

And  whereas,  the  continental  congress,  having  considered  the 
premises,  and  other  previous  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  good 
people  of  America,  have  therefore  declared  that  the  thirteen  united 
colonies  ar.-,  of  right,  wholly  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the 
Britisn  crown,  or  any  other  foreign  jurisdiction  whatsoever;  and 
that  the  said  colonies  now  are,  and  forever  shall  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states— 

Wherefore,  in  our  present  state,  in  ordev  to  prevent  anarchy 
and  confusion,  it  becomes  necessary  that  government  should  be 
established  in  this  state;  therefore,  We,  the  representatives  of  the 
freemen  of  North  Carolina,  chosen  and  assembled  in  congress,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  f raming  a constitution,  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  pe  ople,  most  conducive  to  their  happiness  and  prosperi- 
ty, do  declare,  that  a government  for  this  state  shall  he  established, 
in  manner  and  form  following,  to  wit: 

I.  That  the  legislative  authority  shall  b‘-  vested  in  two  distinct 
branches,  both  dependent  on  the  people,  to  wit— a senate  and  house 
of  commons. 

II.  t hat  the  senate  shall  be  composed  of  representatives,  annu- 
ally chosen  by  ballot,  one  for  each  county  in  the  state. 

ill.  That  the  house  of  commons  shall  be  composed  of  represen- 
tatives annually  chosen  by  hallot-  two  for  eacli  county,  and  one 
for  each  of  the  towns  of  Edenlon,  Newbern,  Wilmington,  Salisbury, 
Hillsborough  and  Halifax. 

IV.  That  the  senate  and  house  of  commons  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  legislation  shall  he  denominated  the  general 
assemblj. 

V.  That  each  member  of  the  senate  shall  have  usually  resided 
in  the  county  in  which  he  is  chosen,  for  one  year,  immediately 
preceding  his  election,  and  for  the  same  time  shall  have  possessed, 
and  continue  to  possess,  in  the  county  which  he  represents,  not 
less  than  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  fee. 

V I.  That  each  member  of  the  house  of  comm  ons  shall  have  usu- 
ally'resided  in  the  county  in  which  lie  is  chosen,  for  one  year 
immediately  preceding  his  election,  and  for  six  months  shall  have 
possessed,  and  continue  to  possess,  in  the  county  which  he  repre- 
sents, not  less  than  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  fee,  or  ior  the 
term  of  his  own  life. 

VII.  That  ail  freemen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  have 
been  inhabitants  of  any  one  county  within  the  state  twelve  months  i 
immediately  preceding  the  day  of  any  election,  and  possessed  of  a 
freehold  within  the  same  county,  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  for  six 
months  next  before,  and  at  the  day  of  election,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  a member  of  the  senate. 

VIII.  That  all  freemen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  have 
been  inhabitants  of  any  one  county  within  the  state,  t welve  months 
immediately  preceding  the  day  of  any  election,  anil  shall  have 


-paid  public  taxes,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the 
house  of  commons,  for  the  county  in  which  he  resides. 

LX.  That  all  persons  possessed  of  a freehold,  in  any  town  in 
this  state,  having  a right  of  representation,  and  also  all  freemen, 
who  have  been  inhabitants  of  any  such  town  twelve  months  next 
before,  and  at  the  day  of  election,  and  shall  have  paid  public  taxes, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  a member  to  represent  such  town  in  the 
house  of  commons:  Provided  always,  that  this  section  shall  not 
entitle  any  inhabitant  of  such  town  to  vote  tor  members  of  the 
house  of  commons  for  the  county  in  which  he  may  reside;  nor  any 
freeholder  in  such  county,  who  resides  without  or  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  such  town,  to  vote  ior  a member  tor  said  town. 

X.  That  the  senate  and  house  of  commons,  when  met,  shall 
each  have  power  to  choose  a speaker,  and  other  their  officers;  be 
judges  of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of  their  members;  sit 
upon  their  own  adjournments  from  day  to  day;  and  prepare  bills 
to  be  passed  into  laws.  The  two  houses  shall  direct  writs  of  elec- 
tion, for  supplying  intermediate  vacancies;  and  shall  also  jointly 
by  ballot,  adjourn  themselves  to  any  future  day  and  place. 

XI.  That  all  hills  shall  be  read  three  times  in  each  bouse, 
before  they  pass  into  laws,  and  be  signed  l>y  the  speakers  of 
both  houses. 

XII.  That  every  person  who  shall  be  chosen  a member  of  the 
senate  or  house  of  commons,  or  appointed  to  any  office  or  place  of 
trust,  before  taking  his  seat,  or  entering  Upon  the  execution  of  his 
office,  shall  take  an  oath  to  the  state;  and  all  officers  shall  also 
take  an  oath  of  office. 

XIII.  That  the  general  assembly  shall,  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
houses  appoint  judges  of  the  supreme  courts  of  law  and  equity, 
judges  of  admiralty,  and  attorney-general,  who  shall  be  com- 
missioned by  the  governor  and  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior. 

XIV.  That  the  senate  and  house  of  commons,  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  the  generals  and  field  officers  of  the  militia,  aud  all  offi- 
cers of  the  regular  army  of  this  state. 

XV.  That  the  senate  and  house  of  commons,  jointly,  at  their 
first  meeting  after  each  annual  election,  shall,  by  ballot,  elect  a go- 
vernor for  one  year,  who  shall  not  be  eligible  to  that  office,  longer 
than  three  years,  in  six  successive  years.  That  no  person,  under 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  who  lias  not  been  a resident  in  this  state 
above  five  years,  and  having,  in  the  slate,  a freehold  in  lands  and 
tenements,  above  the  value  of  one  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  eligi- 
ble as  a governor. 

XVI.  That  the  senate  and  house  of  commons,  jointly,  at  their 
first  meeting,  after  each  annual  election,  shall,  by  ballot,  elect  seven 
persons  to  be  a council  of  state  for  one  year;  who  shall  advise  the 
governor  in  the  execution  of  his  office;  and  that  four  members 
shall  be  a quorum;  their  advice  and  proceedings  shall  be  entered 
in  a journal,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  only,  and  signed  by  the 
members  present:  to  any  part  of  which  any  member  present 
may  enter  his  dissent.  Aud  such  journal  shall  be  laid  before  the 
general  assembly  when  called  for  by  them. 

XVII.  That  there  shall  be  a seal  of  this  state,  which  shall  be 
kept  by  the  governor,  and  used  by  him,  as  occasion  may  require; 
and  shall  be  called,  the  great  seal  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina, 
and  be  affixed  to  all  grants  and  commissions. 

XVIII.  The  governor,  ior  the  time  being,  shall  be  captain- 
general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia;  and,  in  the  recess 
of  the  general  assembly,  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  council  of  state  to  embody  the  militia,  for  the  public 
safety. 

XIX.  The  governor,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power 
to  draw  for,  and  apply  such  sums  of  money,  as  shall  be  voted  by 
the  general  assembly,  for  the  contingencies  of  government,  and 
be  accountable  to  them  for  the  same.  He  also  may,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  the  council  of  state,  lay  embargoes,  or  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  any  commodity,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  thirty 
days,  at  any  one  time  in  the  recess  of  the  general  assembly;  and 
shall  have  the  power  of  grunting  pardons  and  reprieves,  except 
where  the  prosecution  shall  be  carried  on  by  the  general  assembly, 
or  the  law  shall  otherwise  direct;  in  which  case,  he  may,  in  the 
recess,  grant  a reprieve  until  the  next  sitting  of  the  general  assembly; 
and  may  exercise  all  the  other  executive  powers  of  government.  ii~ 
mitted  and  restrained,  as  by  this  constitution  is  mentioned,  and  ac- 
cording to  thelavvs  of  the  state*.  A d on  his  death,  inability,  or 
absence  from  the  state,  the  speaker  of  the  senate,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, and,  in  case  of  his  death,  inability,  or  absence  from  the  state, 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  shall  exercise  the  powers  of 
government,  after  such  death,  or  during  such  absence  or  inability 
of  the  governor,  or  speake  r of  the  senate,  or  until  a new  nomina- 
tion is  made  by,  the  general  assembly. 

XX.  That  ip  every  case,  where  any  officer,  the  right  of  whose 
appointment  is,  by  this  constitution,  vested  in  the  general  assem- 
bly, shall,  during  their  recess,  die,  or  his  office  by  other  means 
become  vacant,  the  governor  shall  have  power,  with  the  advice  of 
the  council  of  state,  to  fill  up  such  vacancy,  by  granting  a tempo- 
rary commission,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  the  general  assembly. 

XX  I.  That  the  governor,  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  law 
and  equity,  judges  of  admiralty,  and  -attorney-general,  shall  have 
adeq  uate  salaries,  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

XXII.  That  the  general  assembly  shall,  by  joint  ballot  of 
both  houses,  annually  appoint  a treasurer  or  treasurers,  for  this 
state. 

XXIII.  That  the  governor,  and  other  officers,  offending  against 
the  state-,  by  violating  any  part  of  this  constitution,  nial-udini  nitra- 
tion, or  corruption,  may  be  prosecuted,  on  the  impeachment  of  the 
general  assembly,  or  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  any  court 
of  supreme  jurisdiction  in  this  state. 

XXIV.  That  the  g -peral  assembly  shall  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
houses  triennially  appoint  a secretary,  for  this  state. 

XXV.  That  no  persons  who  heretofore  have  been,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  receivers  ol'  public  monies,  shah  have  a seat  in  either 
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house  of  general  assembly,  or  b**  eligible  to  anv  office  in  this  state  and  seconded,  the  y-as  and  nays,  upon  any  question,  shall  he  taker! 
until  such  person  shall  have  fully  accounted  for,  and  paid  into  j and  entered  on  the  journals  : and  that  the  journals  of  the  proceed- 
the  treasury,  all  sums,  for  which  they  may  be  accountable  and 


litres  of  both  housi-s  of  the  general  assembly  shall  lie  printed,  and 
made  public,  immediately  after  th-ir  adjournment. 

This  constitution  is  not  intended  to  preclude  the  present  eon- 
gross  from  making  a temporary  provision,  for  the  well  ordering 
of  this  state,  until  the  g r.eral  assembly  shall  establish  govern* 
ment,  agreeable  to  the  mode  herein  before  described. 

RICHARD  CASWELL,  President. 
December  the  eighteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  read  the  third  time,  and  ratified  in  open  congress. 

B’j  order, 

JAMES  GREEN.  Jun.  Secretary* 


liable* 

XXVI.  That  no  treasurer  shall  havea  seat,  either  m the  senate 
house  of  commons,  or  council  of  state,  during  his  continuance  in 
that  office,  or  before  he  shall  have  finally  settled  h ; s accounts  with 
the  public,  for  all  the  monies  which  may  be  in  his  hands,  at  the 
expiration  of  his  office,  belonging  to  the  state,  and  hath  paid  the 
auma  into  th e hands  of  the  succeeding  treasti rer. 

XXVII.  That  no  officer  in  the  regular  army  or  navy,  in  the  service 
and  pay  of  the  U.  Statos,  of  this  state  or  any  other  state,  nor  any 
contractor  or  agent  for  supplying  such  army  or  navy  with  cloth- 
ing or  provisions,  shall  have  a seat  either  jn  the  senate,  house  oi 
commons,  or  council  of  state,  or  be  eligible  thereto;  and  any  mem- 
ber of  the  senate,  house  of  commons,  or  council  ol  state,  being  ap- 
pointed to,  and  accepting  of  such  office,  shall  thereby  vacate  his 

**  XXVIII.  That  no  member  of  the  council  of  state  shall  have  a 
aeat  either  in  the  senate  or  house  of  commons. 

XXIX.  That  no  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  law  or  equity, or 
judge  of  admiralty^  shall  have  a scat  in  the  senate,  house  of  com- 
mons. or  council  of  state. 

XXX.  That  no  secretary  of  this  state,  attorney  general,  or  clerk 
of  any  court  of  record,  shall  have  a seat  in  the  senate,  house  of 
commons, or  council  of  state. 

XXXI.  That  no  clergyman,  or  preacher  of  the  gospel,  of  any  ae- 
*H>mination,siiali  be  capable  of  being  a member  of  either  tin-  senate, 
house  of  commons,  or  council  of  state,  while  he  continues  in  the 
exercise  of  the  pastoral  function. 

XXXII.  That  no  person  who  shall  deny  the  being  of  God,  or  the 
truth  of  the  protestant  religion,  or  the  divine  authority  of  either 

the  old  or  new  Testaments,  or  who  shall  hold  religious  principles  | hers  Christ  ’ Church,  "three  memVrs  ; St.  John,  Berkely,  three 
rnpatible  with  the  freedom  and  safety  of  the  state,  shall be  ca-  j members ; St.  Andrew,  three  members;  St.  George,  D 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 

STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

WE,  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina 
in  general  convention  met,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution 
for  its  government. 

ATITTCLE  I. 

Sec.  I.  The  legislative  authority  of  this  state  shall  be  vested  in  a 
general  assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a senate  and  house  of  re- 
present a fives. 

II.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members 
chosen  by  ballot,  -very  second  year,  by  the  citizens  of  this  state, 
qualified,  as  in  this  constitution  is  provided. 

III.  The  several  election  districts,  in  this  state,  shall  elect  the 
following  number  of  representatives,  viz. 

Charleston,  including  St.  Philip  and  St.  Michael,  fifteen  mem- 


nor  for  the  time  being,  by  the  representatives  in  general  assembly;  j ; St.  Helena,  three  members ; St.  L uke,  three  members  ; Prince 
and  the  governor  shall  commission  them  accordingly' : ami  tne  jus.  j William,  three  members;  St.  Piter,  three  members ; All  Saints, 
ifices  when  so  commissioned,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  j including  its  ancient  boundaries,  one  member;  Winyaw,  not  in- 
behavior,  and  shall  not  be  removed  from  office  by  the  general  as- , eluding  any  part  of  All  Saints,  three  members  ; Kingston,  not  in- 
setnbly,  unless  for  misbehavior,  absence,  or  inability.  eluding  any  part  of  All  Saints,  two  members;  Williamsburgh, 

XXXIV.  That  there  shall  be  no  establishment  of  any  one  reh-  two  members;  Liberty,  two  members;  Marlborough,  two  mem- 
gious  church  or  denomination  in  this  state,  in  preference  to  any  ]KVS ; Chesterfield,  two  members;  Darlington,  two  members; 
other ; neither  shall  any  person,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  be  i York,  thre  e members ; Chester,  two  members  ; Fairfield,  two  mem- 
compelled  to  attend  any  place  of  worship  contrary  to  his  own  hers ; Richland,  two  members;  Lancaster,  two  members;  Ker- 
faith  or  judgment,  nor  be  obliged  to  pay,  for  the  purchase  of  any  sbaw,  two  members  ; Claremont,  two  members;  Clarendon,  two 
glebe,  or  the  building  of  any  house  of  worship,  or  for  the  maintc- ' members  ; Abbeville,  three  members;  Edgefield,  three  members  ; 
nance  of  any  minister  or  ministry,  contrary  to  what  he  believes  Newbury,  including  the  fork  between  Broad  and  Saluda  rivers, 
right,  or  has  voluntarily  and  personally  engaged  to  perform ; but  three  members  ; Laurens,  three  members  ; Union,  two  members ; 
all  persons  shall  beat  liberty  to  exercise  their  own  mode  of  wor- ; Spartan,  two  members  ; Greenville,  two  members;  Pendleton, 
ship:  P»-<wirfed,th'aW»othing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  three  members  ; St.  Matthew,  two  members;  Orange,  two  nicm- 
to  exempt  preachers  of  treasonable  or  seditious  discourses,  from  le»  bivs ; Winton,  including  the  district  between  Savannah  river  and 
gal  trial  and  punishment.  1 the  north  fork  of  Edisto,  three  members ; Saxe  Gotha,  three  mem. 

XXXV.  That  no  person  in  the  state  shall  hold  more  than  one ; bers. 
lucrative  office  at  any  one  time : Provided , that  no  appointments  IV.  Every  free  white  man,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  being 
in  the  militia,  or  the  office  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  shall  be  consi-  a citizen  of  this  state,  and  having  resided  therein  two  years,  previ- 
•dered  as  a lucrative  office.  . 1 ous  to  the  day  of  election,  and  who  hath  a freehold  of  fifty  acres  of 

XXXVI.  That  all  commissions  and  grants  shall  run  in  the  name  land,  ora  town  lot,  of  which  he  hath  been  legally'  seized  and  pos- 
of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  bear  test,  and  be  signed  by  the  sessttl,  at  least  six  months  before  such  el;  Ction,  ovj  not  having  such 
governor.  All  writs  shall  run  in  the  same  manner,  and  bear  test,  freehold  or  town  lot,  hath  been  a resident  in  the  election  district, 
and  be  signed  by  the  clerks  of  the  respective  courts.  Indictments  jn  which  he  offers  to  give  his  vote,  six  months  before  the  said  elec- 
shall  conclud  e,“against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  state.”  tion,  and  hath  paid  a tax  the  preceding  year  of  three  shillings 

XXXVII.  That  tiie  delegates  for  this  state,  to  the  continental  sterling,  towards  the  support  of  this  government,  shall  have  a 
congress,  while  necessary,  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the  general  > right  to  votpjor  a member  or  me  mbers,  to  serve  in  either  branch 
assembly,  by  ballot;  but  maybe  superseded, -in  the  mean  time,  in,(,f  the  legislature,  for  the  election  district  in  which  he  holds  such 
the  same  manner:  and  no  person  shall  be  elected  to  serve  in  that  property,  or  is  so  resident. 

capacity,  for  more  than  three  years  successively.  j V.  The  returning  officer,  or  any  other  person  present,  entitled 

XXXVIII.  That  there  shall  be  a sh  riff,  coroner,  or  coroners,  and  : to  vote,  may  require  any  person  who  shall  offer  his  vote  at  an  elec- 
constables  in  each  county  within  this  state-  _ j tion,  to  produce  a certificate  of  his  citizenship,  and  a receipt  from 

the  tax  collector,  of  his  having  paid  a tax,  entitling  him  to  vote,  or 
to  swear,  or  aifirm.  that  he  is  duly  qualified  to  vote  agreeably  to 
this  constitution. 

VI.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a seat  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, unless  he  is  a free  white  man,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  hath  been  a citizen  and  resident  hi  this  state,  three 
years  previous  to  his  election.  If  a resident  in  the  election  district, 
he  shall  not  be  eligible  to  a seat  in  the  house  of  representatives 
unless  lie  he  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  his  own  rights,  of  a 
settl'  d freehold  estate  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  ten  ne- 
groes ; or  of  a real  estate,  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt.  If  a non-resident,  lie  shall  be  legally 
seized  and  possessed  of  a settled  freehold  estate  therein,  of  the  va- 
lue of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  cle  ar  of  debt. 

VII.  The  senate  shall  he  composed  of  members  to  be  chosen  for 
four  years,  in  the  following  proportions,  by  the  citizens  of  this 
state,  qualified  to  elect  members  to  the  house  of  representatives,  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  places,  where 
they  shall  vote  for  representatives,  viz. 

Charleston,  including  St.  Philip  and  St.  Michael,  two  members; 
Christ  Church,, one  member ; Si.  John,  Berkley,  one  member;  St. 
Andrew,  one  member;  St.  George,  one  member  ; St.  James,  Goose 
Creek,  one  member;  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dm  inis,  one  member; 
St.  Paul,  one  member  ; St.  Bartholomew,  one  member;  St.  James, 
Santee,  one  member;  St.John,  Colleton,  one  member;  St.  Ste- 
phen, one  member  ; St.  Helena,  one  member  ; St.  Luke,  one  mem- 
ber; Prince  William,  one  member;  St.  Peter,  one  member ; All 
.'minis,  one  member  ; Winyaw  and  Williamsburg,  one  member; 
Liberty  and  Kingston,  one  member;  Marlborough,  Chesterfield 
and  .Darlington,  two  members,,;  York,  one  member;  Fairfield, 
Richland  and  Chester,  one  member  ; Lancaster  and  Kershaw,  one 
member;  Claremont  and  'Clarendon,  one  member;  Abbeville,  one 


XXXIX.  That  the  person  of  a debtor,  where  there  is  not  a strong 
presumption  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison,  after  deli- 
vering up  bona  fide,  all  his  estate  real  and  personal,  for  the  use  of 
his  creditors,  in  such  manner  as  shail  be  hereafter  regulated  by 
law.  All  prisoners  shall  be  bailabl . ■ by  sufficient  sureties,  unless 
for  capital  offences  when  the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  presumption 
great.  . 

XL.  That  every  foreigner  who  comes  to  settle  in  this  state,  hav- 
ing first  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  same,  may  purchase, 
or,  by  other  just,  means,  acquire,  hold,  and  transfer  land,  or  oth  r 
real  estate;  and  after  one  year’s  residence,  shall  be  deemed  a tree 
citizen. 

XLI.  That  a school  or  schools  shall  be  established  by  the  legisla- 
ture, for  the  convenient  instruction  of  youth,  with  such  salaries  to 
the  masters,  paid  by  file  public,  as  may  enable  them  to  instruct  at 
low  prices ; and,  alt  useful  learuing  shall  fte  duly  encouraged  and 
promoted,  in  one  or  more  universities. 

XLI1.  That  no  purchase  of  lauds  shall  lie  made  of  the  Indian 
natives,  but  on  behalf  of  the  public,  by  authority  of  the  general 
assembly. 

XLUI.  That  the  future  legislature  of  this  state  shall  regulate 
emails,  in  such  a manner  as  to  prevent  perpetuities. 

y LIV.  That  the  declaration  of  rights  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
part  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  and  ought  never  to  be  violated 
«n  anv  pretence  whatsoever. 

XLV.  That  any  member  of  cither  house  of  general  assembly, 
sh  dl  have  liberty  to  dissent  from  and  protest  against  any  act  or  re- 
solve,  which  lie  may  think  injurious  to  the  public,  or  any  individual, 
and  have  the  reasons  of  his  dissent  entered  on  the  journals. 

XLvT.  That  neither  house  of  the  general  assembly  shall  pro- 
ceed upon  public  business,  unless  a majority  of  all  the  members  of 
tuch  house  are  actually  present:  and  that,  upon  a motion  made 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER APPENDIX  TO  VOL.  III. 


465 


- Edee  field  one  member;  Newbnrv,  including  the  fork  or  should  die,  depart  the  state,  or  accept  of  any  disqualifying  office 
11  Broad and  Soluda  rivers,  one  member ; Laurens, o‘“*  mem-  a writ  ut  election  shall  bo  issued  b\  the  president  o}  the  senate, 
,,jo„  one  member:  Spartan,  one  member  ; Greenville,  one  or  speaker  oi  the  house  of  representatives,  as  the  ease  ...ay  be, 


rttmbe 

between 

her ; Union,  one  member ; Spartan, 

member;  Pendleton, on:  member;  St.  Matthew  and  Orange, 
member;  Winton,  including  the  district  between  Savannah  n 
and  the  north  lork  of  Edisto,  one  member;  Saxe  Gotha,  one  mem- 

VIII.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a seat  in  tlie  senate,  unless 
he  is  a free  white  niar.,  of  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  hath  been  a 
citizen  and  resident  in  this  state  five  years  previous  to  Ins  election. 
If  a resident  in  tiie  election  district,  lie  shall  not  be  eligible  unless 
he  be  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  bis  own  right,  of  a settled 
freehold  estate  of  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  sterling, clear 
of  debt.  If  anon-resident  in  the  election  district,  he  shall  not  be 
eligible  unless  he  lie  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  bis  own  right, 
of  a settled  freehold  estate,  in  the  said  district,  ot'the  value  ot  one 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt. 

IX.  Immediately  after  the  senators  shall  be  assembled,  in  con- 


fer the  purpose  of  filling  up  the  vacancy  thereby  occasioned,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  the  person  so  refusing  to 
qualify,  dying,  departing  the  state,  or  aect  pting  a disqualifying 
office,  was  elected  to  serve. 

XXII I.  And  whereas,  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  are,  by  their 
profession,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Gotland  the  cure  ot  souls, 
and  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duty  of  their  functions, 
tin  retore,  no  minister  of  the  gospel  or  public  preacher,  of  any  re- 
ligious persuasion,  whilst  he  continues  in  the  exercise  of  his  pas- 
toral functions, shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  governor,  lieutenant 
governor,  or  a seat  in  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives. 

ARTICLE  II. 

I.  The  executive  authority  ot  this  state  shall  be  invested  in  a 
governor,  to  be  chosen  in  manner-  following:  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  first  meeting  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 


sequence  of  the  first  election  they  shall  he  divided  by  lot  into  two  and  at  every  first  meeting  of  the  house  of  representatives  thereaf 
classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacat-  wj1(.I|  a majority  of  both  houses  shall  he  present,  the  senate 
ed  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  and  ot  the  second  class  - ■ > 

at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year;  so  that  one  half  Thereof,  as 
near  as  possible,  may  be  chosen,  forever  thereafter,  every  second 
year,  for  the  term  of  four  years.  . 

X.  Senators,  and  members  of 'the  house  of  representatives,  shall 
be  chosen  on  the  second  Monday  in  October  next,  and  the  day  tin- 
lowing  ; and  on  the  same  days  in  every  second  year  thereafter,  in 
such  manner,  and  at  such  times,  as  are  herein  directed:  -and  shall 
meet  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  annually,  at  Columbia, 

(which  shall  remain  the  seat  of  government  until  otherwise  d"tei- 
mined,  by  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the 
whole  representation)  unless  the  casualties  ot  war,  or  contagious 
disorders,  should  render  It  unsafe  to  meet  there;  in  either  ot  winch 
cases,  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  may 
by  proclamation,  appoint  a more  secure  and  convenient  place  oi 
meeting.  , 

XI.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  quali 


and  house  of  representatives  shall,  jointly,  in  the  house  of  repra 
sentatives,  choose  by  ballot,  a governor  to  continue  for  two  years, 
and  until  a new  election  shall  be  made. 

II.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  lo  the  office  of  governor,  unless 
he  hath  attain,  d to  the  age  of  Thirty  years  and  hath  resided  within 
this  state,  and  been  a citizen  thereof,  t«-n  years,  and  unless  he  be 
seized  and  possessed  of  a settled  estate  within  the  same,  in  his  own. 
right,  of  the  value  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  sterling,  clear  of 
debt. 

No  person,  having  served  twro  years  as  governor,  shall  be  re- 
eligible  to  that  office,  till  after  the  expiration  of  four  years. 

No  person  shall  hold  :h£  office  of  govern",  and  any  other  office, 
or  con. mission,  civil  or  military, except  in  the  militia, either  in  this 
state,  or  under  any  Tate,  or  the  United  States,  or  any  other  power, 
at  one  atid  the  same  time. 


III.  A lieutenant-governor  shall  be  chosen,  at  the  same  time,  in 

m,  r.acn  nouse  snan  ju.ige  ui  me  cirtuv™,.i 1 ------  .the  same  manner,  continue  in  office  lor  the  same  period,  and  be 

fications  of  its  own  members;  and  a majority  of  each  house  shall  j possessed  of  the  same  qualifications  as  the  governor. 


constitute  a quorum  to  do  business:  but  a smaller  number  may  j jv.  \ member  of  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives,  being 
adjourn  from  day  to  day.  and  may  be  authorised  to  compel  the  at*  | chosen,  and  acting  as  governor  or  lieutenant-governor,  shall  vacate 
tendance  of  absent  members  in  such  manner  and  under  such  | ],js  seat,  and  another  person  shall  be  elect ,-d  i his  stead, 
penalties  as  n.ay  be  provided  by  law.  V.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor  or  his  removal 

XII.  Each  house  shall  choose  by  ballot  its  own  officers,  deter- j fi-om  office,  .ieath,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  state,  the  lien- 

mine  its  rules  of  proceeding,  punish  its  members  lor  disorderly  j tenani-govcrmr  shall  succeed, to  his  office.  And  in  case  of  the 
behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a mein-  j impeachment  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  or  his  removal  from 
btv,  hut  not  a second  time  for  the  same  cause.  . . ] office,  death,  or  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  state,  the  presi- 

XIII.  Each  house  may  punish,  by  imprisonment,  during  sittiugy  dent  of  the  senate  shall  succeed  to  his  office,  till  a nomination  to 
any  person  not  a member,  who  slmli  b;  guilty  ol  disrespect  to  the  , offices  respect!  vt  h shall  be  made  by. the  senate  and  house 
house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  its  prt-  J 0f  representatives,  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  which  the  officer 
sence— or  who,  during  the  time  of  its  sitting,  shall  threaten  harm,  | so  impeached,  removed  from  office,  dying,  resigning,  or  being  ai> 
to  the  body  or  estate  of  any  member,  for  any  thing  said  or  done  sellt?  was  elected. 


"in  either  house;  or  who  shall  assault  any  of  them  therefor;  or 
who  shall  assault  or  arrest  any  witness  or  other  person  ordered  to 
attend  the  house,  in  his  going  to,  or  returning  therefrom;  or  who 
shall  rescue  any  person  arrested  by  order  of  the  house. 

XIV.  The  members  of  both  houses  shall  be  protected  in  their 
persons  and  estates  during  their  attendance  on,  going  to,  and  re- 


VI.  The  governor  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  this  state,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall 
be  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

VII.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  after 
conviction,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  in  such  manner,  on 
such  terms,  and  under  such  restrictions  as  he  snail  think  proper; 


turning  from  the  legislature,  and  ten  days  previous  to  their  sit-,aiH;  j,e  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  unless  other- 
ting,  and  ten  days  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature.  But  wjse  directed  by  law. 

VIII.  He  shall  take  cave  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed  in 


these  privileges  shall  not  be  extended  so  as  to  protect  any  mem- 
ber who  shall  be  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 
peace, 

XV.  Bills  for  raising  a revenue  shall  originate  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  but  may  be  altered,  amended  or  rejected  by  the 
senate. 

All  other  bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  and  may  be  amend- 
ed, altered  or  rejected  by  the  other. 

XVI.  No  bill"  or  ordinance  shall  have  the  force  of  law,  until  it 
shall  have  been  read  three  times,  and  on  three  several  days,  in  each 
house,  has  had  the  great  seal  affixed  to  it,  and  lias  been  signed  in 
the  senate-house,  by  the  president  of  the  senate  and  speaker  ol 
the  house  of  representatives. 

XVII.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  public  treasury  but 
by  the  legislative  authority  of  the  state. 

XVIII.  The  members  of  the  legislature,  who  shall  assemble  un- 
der this  constitution,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  as  a compensation  for  their  expenses,  a sum  not  exceed- 
ing seven  shillings  sterling  a day,  during  their  attendance  on,  go- 
ing to  and  returning  from  the  legislature;  but  the  same  may  be 
increased  or  diminished  by  law,  if  circumstances  shall  require:  but 
no  alterations  shall  be  made  by  any  legislature,  to  take  effect 
during  the  existence  of  the  legislature  which  shall  make  such  al- 
teration. 

XIX.  Neither  house  shall,  during  their  session,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other,  ad  journ  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any 
other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

XX.  No  bill  or  ordinance  which  shall  have  been  rejected  by  ei- 
ther house,  shall  be  brought  in  again  during  the  sitting,  without 
leave  of  the  house,  and  notice  of  six  days  being  previously  given. 

XXI.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a seat  in  the  legislature 
whilst  he  holds  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  this  siate,  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  them,  or  under  any  other  power— ex- 
cept officers  in  the  militia,  army  or  navy  of  this  state,  justices  of 
the  peace,  or  justices  of  the  county  courts,  while  they  receive  no 
salaries;  nor  shall  any  contractor  of  the  army  or  navy  of  this 
stat’’,  the  United  States.  «r  either  of  them,  or  the  agents  of  such 
contractor,  he  eligible  to  a seat  in  either  house.  And  . if  any  mem- 
ber shall  accept  or  exercise  any  of  the  said  disqualifyingorfices, 
he  shall  vacate  his  seat. 

XXII.  If  any  election  district  shall  neglect  to  choose  a mem- 
ber or  members  on  the  days  of  election,  or  if  any  person  chosen 
a member  of  either  house-  shall  refuse  to  qualify  auu  take  his  seat, 

Ap,  vol.  in. 


mercy. 

IX.  He  shall  have  power  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provi- 
sion, for  any  time  not  exceeding  thirty  days. 

X.  He  shall  at  stated  times,  receive,  for  his  services,  a compensa- 
tion, which  shali  neither  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the 
period  for  which  he.  shall  have  been  elected. 

XI.  All  officers  in  the  executive  department,  when  required  by 
the  governor,  shall  give  him  information  in  writing,  upon  any  sub- 
ject relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

XII.  The  governor  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give,  to  the  general 
assembly  information  of  the  condition  of  the  state,  and  recom- 
mend to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  lie  shall  judge  ne- 
cessaiw  or  expedient. 

XIII.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  general 
assembly,  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with 
respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  ad  journ  them  to  such  time  as 
he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  fourth  Monday  in  the  month 
of  November  then  ensuing. 

ARTICLE  IIT. 

I.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  such  superior  and  in- 
ferior courts  of  law  aisd  equity,  as  the  legislature  shali,  from  time 
to  time,  direct  and  establish. 

The  judges  of  each  shall  Isold  their  commissions  during  good 
behavior;  and  judges  of  the  superior  courts  shall,  at  stated  t imes, 
receive  a compensation  for  their  services,  -which  shall  neither  be 
increased  or  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office;  hut 
they  shall  receive  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any. 
other  office  of  profit  or  trust,  under  this  state,  the  United  States, 
or  any  other  power. 

II.  The  style  of  all  processes  shall  be,  •*  the  state  of  South 
Carolina.”  All  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  conclude 
— “ against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same.” 

ARTICLE  IV. 

All  persons  w ho  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  to  any  office  of 
profit  or  trust,,  before  entering  on  the  execution  thereof,  shall  take 
the  following  oath,  “ldo swear  [or  affirm}  that  I am  duly  quali- 
fied, according  to  the  constitution  of  this  state,  to  exercise  the  office 
to  which  I have  been  appointed,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  abili- 
ties, discharge  the  duties  thereof  and  preserve,  protect  and 
the  constitution  of  this  state,  and  of  the  United  Stoles. 

G 
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AKTTCLK  V. 

I.  The.  house  of  representatives  s'mil  have  the  sole  power  of  im- 
peaching; bet  no  impeachment  shall  be  made,  unless  with  the 
concurrence  of  tvvo-thirrls  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

II.  Ail  impeachments  shall  lie  tried  by  the  senate.  When  sit- 
ting for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation  : 
and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  o:  the  members  present. 

III.  The  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  all  the  civil  officers, 
shall  be  liable  to  impeachim  nt,  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office;  but 
judgment  in  such  cases,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  a remov- 
al from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust, 
or  profit,  under  this  state.  The  parly  convicted  shall  nevertheless 
lx-  liable  to  indictment,  trial, judgment,  and  punishment  according 
to  law. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

T.  The  judges  of  the  suporior  courts,  commissioners  of  the  trea- 
sury. secretary  of  the  state,  and  surveyor-general,  shall  be  elected 
by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses,  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

1 he  commissioners  of  the  tri  asury,  seer  tary  of  this  state,  and  sur- 
yevGr-gcner.il,  shall  hold  their  offices  for  four  years,  alter  the  expi- 
ration o the  time  for  which  they  shall  have  been  elected. 

II.  All  other  officers  shall  be  appointed  as  they  hitherto  have 
been,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law;  but  sheriffs  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  four  years,  and  not  be  again  eligible  for  four  years  after 
the  tf  rm  for  whic  h they  shall  have  "been  elected, 

III.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the 
state,  and  be  signed  by  the  governor. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

All  laws  of  force  in  »his  state,  at  the  passing  pf  this  constitution, 
shall  so  continue,  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legislature,  ex- 
cept where  they  are  temporary,  in  which  case  they  shall  expire 
at  the  times  respectively  limited  for  their  duration,  if  not  con- 
tinued by  act  of  the  legislature. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

I.  The  free  Exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession  and 
worship  without  discrimination  or  preference,  shall  forever  hereaf- 
ter, be  allowed  within  this  state  to  ail  mankind;  provided  that  the 
liberty  of  conscience  thereby  declared,  shall  nut  be  so  construed 
as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  justif  y practices  inconsistent 
with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this  slate. 

II.  The  rights, privileges,  irnmin  ities,  and  estates  of  both  civil 
and  religious  societies,  and  of  corporate  bodies,  shall  remain  as  if 
the  constitution  of  this  state  had  not  been  altered  or  Amended. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

I.  All  power  is  originally  vested  in  the  people;  and  all  free 
governments  are  founded  "on  their  authority,  and  are  instituted 
for  their  peace,  safety,  and  happiness. 

II.  No  freeman  of  this  state,  shall  be  taken  or  imprisoned,  or 
disseized  of  his  freehold,  liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or 
exiled,  or  in  any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liber- 
ty or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law' 
of  ti  f land;  nor  shall  any  bill  of  attainder,  t-x  post  facto  law,  or 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  ever  be  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  this  state. 

III.  The  military  shall  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  powf 

IV.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  im- 
posed, nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

V.  The  legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title  of  nobility  or  here- 
ditary distinction,  nor  create  any  offic  , the  appointment  to  which 
shall  he  for  any  longer  time  than  during  good  behavior. 

VI.  The  trial  by  jury,  as  heretofore  used  in  this  state,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  shall  be  forever  inviolably  preserved. 

ARTICLE  X. 

I.  The  business  of  the  treasury  shall  be,  in  future,  conducted 
by  two  treasurers,  one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  and  reside 
in  Columbia;  the  other  shall  hold  his  office  and  reside  in 
Charleston. 

IL  The  secretary  of  state  and  survevor-general  shall  hold  their 
offices  both  m Columbia  and  in  Charleston.  They  shall  reside  at 
one  place,  and  their  deputies  at  the  other. 

III.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  circuits,  the  i udges  shall  meet 
and  sit  at  Columbia.  f«-r  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  determining; 
all  motions  which  may  lie  made  for  new  trials,  and  in  arrest  of 
judgments,  and  such  points  of  law  as  may  be  submitted  to  them. 

From  Columbia  they  shall  proceed  to  Charleston,  and  there  hear 
anil  determine  all  such  motions  for  new  trials  and  in  arrest 
of  judgment,  and  such  points  of  law  as  may  he  submitted  to 
them. 

IV.  The  governor  shall  all  always  reside,  during  the  sitting  of 
th  ■ legislature,  at  the  place  where  their  sessions  may  be  held, and  -it 
all  other  times  wherever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  miod  inav 
require.  _ 

\ . 1 he  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  mar  be  convenient,  pass 
law<  for  ti  e abolition  of  the  rights  of  primogeniture  and  for  'riv- 
ing an  equitable  distribution  of  the  real  estate  of  intestates.  13 
ARTICLE  XI. 

No  convention  of  the  people  shall  be  called,  unless  bv  the  con- 
currence of  two-tlurds  of  both  brandies  of  the  whole  repre- 
sentation. 1 ' 

No  part  of  this  constitution  shall  be  altered  unless  a hill  to  alter 
the  same  shall  have  been  read  three  timesrin  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  three  tunes. in  the  senate," and  agreed  to  by  two-,....,,  * 

thiros  oi  botn  branches  ol  the  whole  representation;  neither  shall  I hi,  two. 


each  house,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  the  same  shall  become  apart 
of  the  constitution. 

Done  in  convention  at  Columnia,  in  the  state  of  South- 
Carolina,  the  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1790,  and  in  the  fourteenth  war  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

By  the  unanimous  order  of  the  Convention , 

CHARLES  PINCKNEY,  President. 

A BILL 

To  alter  the  fourth  section  of  the  frst  ar  ticle  of  the  constitution  of 
the  state  of  South' Carolina. 

Beitenacled  bythe  honorable  tin  sei  at.  and  liouse  of  representa- 
tives, now  met  and  sittiug  in  general  assembly, inid  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  same,  That  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution  of  this  state,  be  altered  and  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: Every  free  white  man  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  pau- 
pers, and  non-commissioned  officers,  and  private  soldicvs  of  the 
army  of  the  United  Stat  s,  excepted,  being  a citizen  of  this  state, 
and  having  resided  therein  two  years  previous  to  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, and  who  hath  a freehold  ol'  fifty  acres  of  land  or  a town  lot, 
of  which  hehathbten  legally  seized  and  possessed,  at  least  sir 
months  before  such  election,  or  not  having  such  freehold  or  town 
lot,  hath  been  a r-  sident  in  the  election  district  in  which  h ■ offers 
to  give  his  vote,  six  months  before  the  said  election,  shall  have  a 
right  to  vote  for  a member  or  members  to  serve  in  either  branch 
ol  the  legislature,  for  the  election  district  in  winch  he  holds  such 
property,  or  is  so  resident. 


Constitution  of  Georgia. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  revised, 
amended,  and  compiled,  by  the  Convention  of  the 
State,  at  Louisville,  on  the  30 th  day  of  JMay,  1798. 

ARTICLE  I.— SECTION  I.  * 

The  legislative,  exeeutm , and  judiciary  departments  of  g vern- 
nent  shall  he  distinct,  and  each  department  shall  be  confided  to 
a separate  body  of  magistracy;  and  no  person,  or  collection  of 
persons,  being  of  one  of  those  departments,  shall  exercise  any 
power  properly  attached  to  either  of  the  others,  except  in  the  in- 
stances herein  expressly  permitted. 

SeC.  2.  The  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  two  separate 
and  distinct  branches,  to  wit:  a senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
to  be  styled  “ The  General  Assembly .” 

S c.  3.  The  Senate  shall  be  elected  annually,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November,  until  such  day  of  election  be  altered  by  law; 
and  shall  be  composed  of  one  member  from  each  county,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  electors  thereof. 

See.  4.  No  person  shall  be  a seuator,  who  shall  not  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  have  been  nine  years  a citizen 
of  the  United  States  and  three  years  an  inhabitant  of  this  state,  and 
shall  have  usually  resided  within  the  county  for  which  lie  shall  be 
returned,  at  least  one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election  (ex- 
cept persons  who  may  have  been  absent  on  public  busiin  ss  ol  this 
state,  or  of  the  United  States)  and  is  and  shall  have  been  possessed, 
in  his  own  right,  of  a settled  freehold  estate  of  the  value  oi  five 
hundred  dollars,  or*of  taxable  property  to  the  amount  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  within  the  county,  for  one  year  preceding  his  elec- 
tion; and  whose  estate  shall,  on  a reasonable  estimation,  be  fully 
competent  to  the  discharge  of  his  just  debts,  over  and  above  that 

See.  5.  The  senate  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  a president  out  of  their 
own  body. 

Sec.  6.  The  senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeach- 
ments:—when  sitting  for  that  purpose  they  shall  be  on  oath  or 
affirmation;  and  no  person  shall  lie  convicted,  without  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present:— Judgment,  in  eases 
of  impeachment,  shall  not  extend  further  than  removal  from  office 
a id  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust, 
or  profit,  within  this  state;  but  the  party  convicted  shall,  never- 
theless, be  subject  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment, 
according  Jo  law. 

Sec.  7.  The  bouse  of  representatives  shall  be  composed  of  mem- 
bers from  all  the  counties  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
included  within  this  state,  according  to  their  respective  numbers 
of  free  white  persons,  and  including  three-fifths  of  all  the  people 
of  color:  The  actual  enumeration  shall  be  made  within  two  years, 
and  within  eytry  subsequent  term  of  seven  years  thereafter,  at 
such  time,  and  in  such  manner,  as  -this  convention  may  direct: 
Each  county  containing  three  thousand  persons  agreeably  to  tbe 
foregoing  plan  of  enumeration, shall  be  entitled  to  two  members; 
seven. thousand  to  three  members;  and  twelve  thousand  to  four 
members;  but  each  county  shall  have  at  least  one  and  not  more 
than  four  members;  the  representatives  shall  be  chosen  annually, 
on.  the  first  Monday  in  November,  until  such  day  of  election  be 
altered  by  law.  Until  the  aforesaid  enumeration  shall  be  made,  the 
several  counties  shall  be  entitled  to  the  following  number  of  re- 
presentatives respectively:— Camden  two;  Glynn  two;  Liberty 
three;  MTutosb  two;  Bryan  one;  Chatham  four;  Effingham  t.w«; 
Seri  veil  two;  Montgomery  two;  Burke  three;  Bullock  one;  Jef- 
ferson three;  Lincoln  two;  Elbert  three;  Jackson  two;  Richmond 
throe;  Wilkes  four;  Columbia  three;  Warren  three;  Washington 
three;  Hancock  four;  Green  three;  Oglethorpe  three;  and  Fnmk- 


any  alteration  take  place  until  the  bill  so  agreed  to,  be  published 
three  months  previous  to  a new  election  for  members  to  the  house 
and  if  the  alter  ' 


Sec.  8.  No  person  shall  he  a representative  who  shall  not  have 
attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  have  been  seven  years 


?lt£l"at,on  proposed  by  the  legisla-  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  three  years  an  inhabitant  of  this 
i r ™-'st  session,  by  two  thirds  of  the  state,  and  have  usually  resided  in  the  county  in  which  he  shall  be 
vholeLepre  Ifi  belli i branches  of  the  legislature,  after  the  chosen,  one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election,  (unless  he 

same  shall  have  been  lead  three  times,  on  tliree  several  days  in ' shall  have  been  absent  on  public  business  of  this  state,or  of  the  Unit- 
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*d  States)  and  shall  be  possessed,  in  16s  own  right,  of  a settled  five 
hold  estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  of  taxa- 
ble property  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars,  within  the  coun- 
ty, for  one  year  preceding  his  election;  ami  whose  estate  shall,  on 
a reasonable  estimation,  be  competent  to  the  discharge  of  his  jus; 
debts,  over  and  a"./  • that  sum. 

Sec.  9.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  choose  their  speaker 
and  other  officers. 

Sec.  10.  They  shall  have  solely  the  power  to  impeach  all  per- 
sons who  have  m en  or  may  be  in  office. 

See.  11.  No  person  holding  any  military  commission  or  other 
appointment,  having  ant  emolument  or  compensation  annexed 
then  to,  under  this  state  or  the  United  States, or  either  of  them,  ex- 
cept justices  of  the  inferior  court,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,  nor  any  person  who  has  had  charge  of  public 
monies  belonging  to  the  state,  Unaccounted  for.  and  unpaid, or  who 
has  not  paid  ail  legal  taxes  or  contri  ;utions  to  the  government,  re- 
quired of  him,  shall  have  a seat  in  either  branch  of  the  general 
assembly;  nor  shall  any  senator  or  representative  he  elected  to 
any  office  or  appointment  by  the,  legislature,  having  any  emolu- 
ments or  compensation  annexed  thereto,  during  the  time  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  with  tin;  above  exceptions.uiiless  he  shall 
decline  accepting  his  seat,  by  notice  to  the  executive,  within  twenty 
days  after  he  sliali  have  been  elected;  nor  shall  any  in  -mber.  after 
having  taken  his  seat,  be  eligibl;  to  any  of  th  aforesaid  offices  or 
appointments  during  the  lime  lor  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected. 

Sec.  12.  The  meeting  of  the  general  assembly  shall  be  annually, 
.on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January,  until  such  day  of  meeting  be 
altered  by  law;  a majority  of  each  branch  shall  be  authorised  to 
proceed  to  business;  but  a smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day 
to  day,  and  ‘compel  the  attendance  of  their  members  in  such  man- 
ner as  each  house  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  13.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judges  of  thp  elections,  returns 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  menib'  rs  with  powers  to  expel  or  pu- 
nish oy  censuring,  lining  and  imprisoning,  or  either,  for  disorderly 
behavior,  and  may  expel  any  person  convicted  of  any  felonious 
or  infamous  offence;  each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment, 
during  session,  any  person  not  a member,  who  shall  be  guilty  of 
disrespect  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  its  pre- 
sence, or  who,  during  session,  shall  threaten  harm  to  the  body  or 
estate  of  any  member;  for  any  thing  said  or  done  in  either  house, 
or  who  shall  assault  any  of  them  therefor;  or  who  shall  assault  or 
arrest  any  witness,  in  going  to,  or  returning  from,  or  who  shall 
rescue  any  person  arrested  by  order  of  either  house. 

Sec.  14.  No  senator  or  representative  shall  be  liable  to  be  arrest- 
ed during  his  attendant  eon  the  general  assembly,  or  for  ten  days 
previous  to  its  sitting,  or  tor  ten  days  after  the  rising  thereof,  ex- 
cept for  treason;  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace;  nor  shall  any  mem- 
ber be  liable  to  answer  for  any  thing  spoken  in  debate  in  either 
house,  in  any  court  or  place  elsewhere;  but  shall  nevertheless  be 
bound  to  answer  for  perjury,  bribery  or  corruption. 

S c.  15.  Each  house  shall  keepa  journal  of  its  proceedings, and 
publish  them  immediately  after  their  adjournment;  and  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  of  the  members  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of 
any  two  members,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  16.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  or  appropriating  monies, 
shall  originate  in  the  house  of  representatives;  but  the  senate 
shall  propose  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  in  other  bills. 

Sec.  17.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  three  times  and  on  three  sepa- 
rate days,  in  each  branch  of  the  general  assembly,  before  it  shall 
pass,  uni  ss  in  cases  of  actual  invasion  or  insurrection;  nor  shail 
any  law  or  ordinance  pass,  containing  any  matter  different  from 
what  is  express  d in  the  title  thereof ; and  all  acts  shall  be  signed 
by  the  president  in  the  senate,  and  speaker  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives: No  bill  or  ordinance  which  shall  have  been  rejected  by 
either  house,  shall  be  brought  in  again  during  the  session,  under 
the  same  or  any  other  title,  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
each  branch. 

Sec.  18.  Each  senator  and  representative,  before  he  be  permit- 
ted to  take  his  seat,  shall  take  an  oath  or  make  affirmation,  that  lie 
bath  not  practised  any  unlawful  means,  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, to  procure  his  election;  and  every  person  shall  be  disqualified 
fro. u serving  as  a senator  or  representative,  for  the  term  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  who  shall  be  convicted  of 
having  given  or  offered  any  bribe  or  treat,  or  canvassed  for  such 
election;  and  every  candidate  employing  like  means,  and  not 
elected,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  ineligible  to  hold  a seat  in  either 
house,  or  to  hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  to  such  other  disabilities  or  penalties  as  may  be  prescrib- 
ed by  law. 

Sec.  19.  Every  member  of  the  senate  or  house  of  representa- 
tives, shall,  before  he  takes  his  seat',  take  the  following  oath  or 
affirmation,  to  wit — “1,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  (as  the 
case  may  be)  that  I have  not  obtained  my  election  by  bribery, treats, 
canvassing,  or  other  undue  or  unlawful  means,  used  by  mys  If,  or 
others,  by  my  desire,  or  approbation,  for  that  purpose;  that  1 con- 
sider myself  constitutionally  qualified  as  a senator  or  representa- 
tive; and  that  on  all  questions  and  measures  which  may  come  be- 
fore me,  I will  give  my  vote  and  so  conduct  myself,  as  may,  in 
my  judgment,  appear  most  conducive  to  the  interest  and  prosperi- 
ty of  this  state;  and  that  I will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to 
the  same;  and  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  and  ability  observe, 
conform  to,  support  and,  and  defend,  the  constitution,  thereof.*  ’ 
Sec.  20.  No  person,  who  hath  been  or  may  he  convicted  of 
felony,  before  any  court  of  this  state,  or  any  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  or  appointment  of  honor,  profit  or 
trust,  within  this  state. 

Sec.  21.  Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other, adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place,  than  that  at  which  the  two 
branches  shall  be  sitting;  .and  in  case  of  disagreement  between 


the  sentrte  and  house  of  representatives,  with  respect  to  their  ad- 
journment, the  governor  may  adjourn  them. 

Sec.  22.  The  general  assembly  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
laws  and  ordinances,  which  they  shall  deem  necessary  and  jp-o- 
per  for  the  good  of  the  state,  which  shall  not  be  repugnant  to 
tins  constitution. 

Sec.  23.  They  shall  have  power  to  alter  the  boundaries  of  the 
present  counties,  and  to  lay  off  new  ones,  as  well  out  of  tire  coun- 
ties already  laid  o ;f  as  out  o;  the  oth-  r territory  belonging  to  the 
star  ; but  the  property  of  the  soil,  in  a free  government,  being 
one  of  the  essential  rights  of  a free  people;  it  is  necessary,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  disputes,  that  the  limits  of  this  state  should  be  ascer- 
tained with  precision  and  exactness;  and  tliis  convention,  compos- 
ed of  the  immediate  representatives  0f  the  people,  chosen  by 
them  to  assert  their1  rights,  to  revise  the  powers  given  by  them  to 
the  government,  and  front  whose  will  all  ruling  authority  of  right 
flows,  doth  assert  and  declare,  the  boundaries  of  this  stat.  s..all  he 
as  follows:  That  is  to  say,  the  limits,  boundaries,  jurisdictions,  and 
authority  of  the  state  oi  Georgia,  do,  and  did,  and  of  right  ought 
to  extend  from  the  sea  or  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah,  along  the 
northern  branch  or  stream  thereof  to  the  fork  or  confluence  of 
the  rivers  now  called  Tugalo  and  Keuwie,and  from  thence  along 
tiie  most  northern  branch  or  stream  of  the  said  river  Tugalo.  till 
it  intersect  the  northern  boundary  line  of  South  Carolina.  1/  the 
sanl  branch  or  stream  of  Tugalo  extends  so  far  north,  reserving 
all  tin-  islands  in  the  said  river  Savannah  and  Tugalo  to  Georgia: 
but  if  the  head  spring  or  source  of  any  branch  or  stream  of  (lie 
said  tii'  r Tugalo  does  not  extend  to  the  north  boundary  !in e of 
South  Carolina,  then  a west  line  to  the  Mississippi,  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Is  ad  spring  or  source  of  the  said  branch  or  str.-asu  of 
Tugalo  river,  which  extends  to  the  highest  north  rn  latitude; 
thence  down  the  middle  of  th  said  river  Mississippi,  until  it  shall 
intersect  the  north-  rnmost  jiart  of  the  thirty-liivt  degree  of  north 
latitude; south-  hyaline  drawn  due  east,  from  the  termination  of 
tile  liuejast  mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north 
of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachicola,  or  Chata- 
h aochet  ; thence  along  the  middle  thereof,  to  its  junction  with 
Flint  river;  thence  straight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary’s  river;  and 
thence  along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary’s  river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean; 
and  from  thence  to  the  mouth  or  inlet  of  Savannah  river,  the  place 
of  beginning.  Including  anil  comprehending  all  the  lands  and 
wate.s  within  the  said  limits,  boundaries  and  jurisdictional  rights; 
and  also  all  the  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  the  sea  coast. 
And  this  convention  doth  further  declare  and  assert,  that  all  the 
territory  without  the  present  temporary  line  and  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  is  now,  of  right,  the  property  of  the  free  cilia  us 
of  this  state,  and  held  by  them  in  sovereignty,  inalienabl  • out 
by  their  consent:  Provided  nevertheless,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed,  so  as  to  prevent  a sale  to,  or  contract 
With  the  United  States,  by  the  legislature  of  tins  state,  of  and  for 
aii  or  anj  part  of  the  western  territory  of  this  state,  lying  westward 
of  the  river  Chatahpochee,on  such  terms  as  may  beneficial  to  both 
parties;  and  may  procure  an  extension  of  settlement,  and  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  claims,  m and  to  the  vacant  territory  of 
this  state,  to  the  east  and  north  of  the  said  river  Chatahoochee, 
to  which  the  territory,  such  power  of  contract  or  sale,  by  the  legis- 
lature, shall  not  extend:  And  provided  also,  The  legislature  may 
give  its  consent  to  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  governments 
westward  thereof;  but  monopolies  of  land  by  individuals,  neiug 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  five 'government,  no  sale  of  territo- 
ry of  this  state, or  any  part  thereof,  shall  take  place  to  individuals 
or  private  companies,  unless  a county  or  counties  shall  have  been 
tir/t  laid  off,  including  such  territory,  and  the  Indian  rights  shall 
have  been  extinguished  thereto. 

Sec.  24.  The  foregoing  section  of  this  article  having  declared 
the  common  rights  o'  the  free  citizens  of  this  state,  in  and  to  all 
the  territory  without  the  present  temporary  boundary  line,  and 
within  the  limits  ol  this  state  thereby  defined,  by  which  the  con- 
templated purchases  of  certain  companies  of  a considerable  portion 
thereof,  are  become  constitutionally 'void ; and  justice,  and  good 
faith  require,  that  the  state  should  not  detain  a consideration  for 
a contract,  which  has  failed;  the  legislature, at  their  next  session, 
shall  make  provision,  by  law,  for  returning  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons, who  has  or  have  bona  fide  deposited  monies  for  such  pur- 
chases in  the  treasury  of  this  state  : Provided , That  the  some  shall 
not  have  been  drawn  therefrom  in  terms  of  the  act,  passed  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
six,  commonly  called  the  rescinding  act,  or  the  appropriation  laws 
olthe  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven.:  nor  shall  the  monies 
paid  for  such  purchases  ever  be  deemed  a part  of  the  funds  of  this 
state  or  be  liable  to  appropriation  as  such  ; but  until  such  monies 
be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  they  shall  be  considered  altogether  at 
the  risk  of  the  persons  who  have  deposited  tiie  same.  No  niou-.y 
shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  treasury,  or  from  the  public  funds  of  tins 
state,  except  by  appropriation  made  by  Jaw  : and  a regular  state- 
ment and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  puffin: 
monies  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time.  No  vote,  resolution, 
law,  or  order,  shall  pass  tiie  general  assembly,  granting  a dona- 
tion or  gratuity  in  favor  of  any  person  whatever,  but  by  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  25.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justices  of  the  inferior  court, 
or  any  three  of  them,  in  each  c^p.itv  respectively,  within  sixty 
davs  after  the  adjournment  of  this  convention,  to  appoint  one  w 
more  fit  persons  in  each  county,  not  exceeding  one  tor  each  batta- 
lion district,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  a full  and  accurate  cen- 
sus or  enumeration,  of  all  free  wnite  persons,  ami  people  of  colour 
residing  therein,  distinguishing,  in  separate  columns,  ihe  tree 
white  LXTsoJis  1’voJii  purs,  ns  ot  eoioiU\  and  return  the  same  to'  the 
clerks  of  the  superior  courts  of  the  several  comities,  certified  un- 
der their  hands,  on  or  . before  the  first  day  of  December  next— tiie 
persons  so  appointed,  being  first  severally  sworn  before  the  sav.i 
justices,  or  either  of  them,  duly  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  u nit 
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deposed  in  them  ; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  clerks,  to 
transmit  all  such  returns,  under  seal,  directed  to  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  at  the  first  session  of  the  l gislature  there- 
after.— Ancf  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  assembly,  at  their 
said  first  session,  to  apportion  the  members  of  the  house,  of  repre- 
sentatives among-  the  several  counties,  agreeably  to  the  plan  pre- 
scribed by  this  constitution,  and  to  provide  an  adequate  compens- 
ation for  the  taking  of  the  said  census.  Every  person  whose  usu- 
al place  of  abode  shalibe  in  any  family  on  the  first  Monday  in  Ju- 
ly next,  shall  be  returned  as  of  sucli  family,  and  ever)’  person, 
occasionally  absent  at  the  time  of  taking  the  enumeration,  as  be- 
longing to  that  place  in  which  he  usually  resides.  The  general 
assembly  shall,  by  law,  direct  the  manner  of  taking  such  census  or 
euuiTu  ration,  within  every  subsequent  term  of  seven  years,  in  con- 
formity to  this  constitution.  An  d it  is  declared  to  be  the  duty  of 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  throughout  this  state,  to  be  aiding 
and  assisting  ill  the  true  and  faithful  execution  thereof.  In  case 
the  .justices  of  the  inferior  courts  should  fail  to  make  such  appoint- 
ments,, or  if  there  should  not  be  a sufficient  number  of  such  us- 
tices  ii;  any  county,  then  the  justices  of  the  peace,  or  any  three 
of  them,  shall  have  and  > xercise  like  powers  and  authority  respect- 
ing- the  said  census ; and  if  the  census  or  enumeration  of  any 
county  shall  not  be  so  taken  and  returned,  then,  and  in  that  case, 
the  general  assembly  shall  apportion  the  representation  of  such 
county,  according  to  the  best  evidence  in  their  power,  relative  to 
its  population. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sec.  1.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a governor,  who 
shall  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  two  years,  and  until  such 
time  as  a successor  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  ; he  shall  have  a 
comp;  tent  salary  established  bylaw,  which  shall  not  be  increased 
or  diminished  during  the  period  for  which  lie  shall  have  been  elect- 
ed ; neither  shall  he  receive,  within  that  period,  any  other  emolu- 
ment from  the  United  States,  or  either  qf  them,  or  from  any  foreign 
power. 

Sec.  2.  The  governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  general  assembly,  at 
their  second  annual  Session  after  the  rising  of  this  convention,  and 
at  every  second  annual  session  thereafter,  on  the  second  day  after 
the  two  houses  shall  jie  organized  and  competent  to  proceed  to 
business. 

Ste.  3.  No  person  shall  he  eligible  to  the  office  of  governor,  who 
shall  not  have  been  a citizen  of  the  United  States  twelve  years,  and 
an  inhabitant  of  this  state  six  years,  and  who  hath  not  attained  to 
the  age  of  thirty  years,  ami  who  does  not  possess  five  hundred 
acres  (if  land,  in  his  awn  right,  within  this  states  and  other  property 
to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  dollars,  and  whose  estate  shall  not, 
on  a reasonable  estimation,  be  competent  to  the  discharge  of  his 
debts  over  and  above  that  sum. 

See.  4.  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  disability  of  the  go- 
vernor, the  president  of  the  senate  shall  exercise  the  executive 
powers  of  government,  until  such  disability  be  removed,  or  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  5.  Tin  governor  shall,  before  lie  enters  on  the  duties  of  his 
office,  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : “I  do  solemnly 
swear,  or  affirm,  (as  the  ease  may  be)  that  I will  faithfully  execute 
the  office  of  governor. of  the  state  of  Georgia  ; and  will,  to  the 
best  qf  my  abilities,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  said  state,  and 
cause  justice  to  lie  executed  in  mercy  therein,  according  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws  thereof.” 

Sec.  6.  He  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  aild  navy  of 
this  state,  and  of  the  militia  thereof. 

Sec.  7.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  for  offences  against 
the  state,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  and  to  grant  pardons, 
or  to  remit  any  part  of  a sentence,  mall  cases  after  conviction,  ex- 
cept for  treason  or  murder,  in  which  cases  he  may.  respite  the  exe- 
cution, and  make  report  thereof  to  the  next  general  assembly,  by 
whom  a pardon  may  be  granted. 

Sec.  8.  He  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that 
happen  in  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives;  and  shall  have 
power  to  convene  the  general  assembly  on  extraordinary  occasions; 
and  shall  give  them,  from  time  to  time,  information  of  the  state  of 
the  republic,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures 
as  lie  may  deem  necessary  and  expedient. 

Sec.  9.  When  any  office  shall  become  vacant  by  death,  resigna- 
tion, or  otherwise,  the  governor  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  such 
vacancy ; and  persons  so  appointed,  shall  continue  in  office  until 
a successor  is  appointed,  agreeably  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by 
this  constitution  or  by  the  legislature. 

Sec.  JO.  He  shall  have  the  revision  of  all  bills  passed  by  both 
houses,  before  the  same  shall  become  laws,  but  two-thirds  of  both 
houses  may  pass  a law  notwithstanding  his  dissent:  and  if  any  bill 
should  not  be  returned  by  the  governor  within  five  days  after  it 
hath  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a law,  unless  the  ge- 
nt ral  assembly,  by  their  adjournment,  shall  prevent  its.  return. 

Sec- Jl.  Every  vote,  r- solution,  or  order,  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  both  houses  may  be  necessary,  except  on  a question  of 
adjournment,  shall  be  presented  to  the  governor ; and  before  it 
shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him;  or,  being  disapproved,  may 
be  repassed  by  two-thirds  of  both  houses,  according  to  the  rules 
and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a bill. 

Sec.  12.  There  shall  be  a secretary  of  the  state,  a treasurer,  and 
a surveyor-genera),  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  tin-  same 
Session  of  the  legislature,  and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the 
like  period  as  the  governor,  and  shall  have  a competent  salary 
including  such  emoluments  as  may  be  established  by  law,  which 
shall  not  be.  increased  or  diminished  during  the  period  for  which 
they  shall  have  been  elected. 

bee.  13.  The  great  seal  of  the  state  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  shall  not  be  affixed  to  any  in- 
strument of  writing,  but  Ly  order  of  the  governor  or  general  as- 
sembly ; and  the  general  assembly  shall,  at  their  first  session,  after 
the  rising  of  this  convention,  cause  the  great  seal  to  be  altered,  by 


Sec.  14.  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  appoint  his  own  se- 
cretaries. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  powers  of  this  state  shall  lie  vested  in  a su- 
perior court,  and  in  such  inferior  jurisdictions  as  the  legislature 
shall  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish.  1 hejudg-s  oi  the 
superior  courts  shall  be  elected  lor  the  term  of  three  years,  remov- 
able by  the  governor  on  the  addr  ss  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses  for 
that  purpose,  or  by  impeachment  and  conviction  thereon.  The 
Superior  court  shall  have  exclusive  and  final  jurisdiction  in  all  cri- 
minal cases,  which  shall  be  tried  in  the  county  win-rein  the  crime 
was  committed,  and  in  all  cases  respecting  titles  to  land,  which 
shall  be  tried  in  the  county  where  tile  land  Ins  ; and  skull  have 
power  to  correct  errors  in  inferior  judicatories  by  writs  of  certiorari, 
as  well  as  < rrors  in  the  superior  courts,  and  to  order  new  trials  on 
proper  and  legal  grounds : Provided , That  such  new  trials  shall, 
be  determined,  and  such  errors  corrected,  in  the  superior  court  of 
the  county  in  which  such  action  originated.  And.  the  said  court 
shall  also  have  appellative  jurisdiction  in  such  other  cases  as  the 
legislature  may  by  law  direct,  which  shall  iu'iio  case  tend  to  re- 
move-the  cause  from  the.  county  in  which  (he  action  originated; 
ami  the  judges  thereof  in  all  cases  of  application  for  new  trials,  or 
correction  of  errors,  shall  enter  their  pinions  on  the  nunut-s  of 
the  court.  The  inferior  courts  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  other 
civil  cases,  which  shall  be  tried  in  the  county  wherein  the  del*  nd- 
ant  resides,  except  in  cases  of  joint  obligors,  resil  ing  in  dim  rent 
counties,  which  may  be  commenced  in  either  county;  and  a copy 
of  the  petition  and  process,  served  on  the  party  or  parties  residing 
out  of  the  county  in  which  the  suit  may  be  commenced,  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient  service,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
legislature  may  direct  : bin  the  legislature  may,  by  law,  to  y luck 
two-thirds  of  each  branch  shall  concur,  give  concurrent  jurisdiction 
to  the  superior  courts.  The  superior  and  inferior  courts  snail  sit 
in  each  county  twice  in  every  year,  at  such  stated  times  as  the  le- 
gislature shall  appoint. 

Sec.  2.  The  judges  shall  have  salaries,  adeq  uate  to  their  services, 
established  by  law,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  office ; but  shall  not  receive  any  other 
perquisites  or  emoluments  whatever*  from  parties  or  otheis,  on 
account  of  any  duty  required  of  them. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  a state’s  attorney  and  solicitors  appointed 
by  the  legislature,  and  commissioned  by  the  governor,  who  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  removed  by 
sentence  on  impeachment,  or  by  the  governor,  on  the  address  of 
two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  general  assembly.  They  shall 
have  salaries  adequate  to  their  services  established  by  law,  which, 
shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  their  continuance  in 
office. 

Sec.  4.  Justices  of  the  inferior  courts  shall  be  appointed  by  tlie 
general  assembly,  and  be  commissioned  by  the  governor,  and  shall 
hold  their  commissions  during  good  behavior,  or  as  long  as  they  re- 
sjmctively  reside  in  the  county  ibr  which  they  shall  be  appointed, 
unless  removed  by  sentence  on  impeachment,  or  by  the  governor 
on  tlie  address  of  two-tliirds  of  each  branch  of  the  general  assembly. 
They  may  be  compensated  for  their  services,  iu  such  manner  as 
the  legislature  may  by  law  direct. 

Sec.  5.  Thejustices  of  the  peace  shall  be  nominated  by  the  in- 
ferior courts  of  tlie  several  counties,  and  commissioned  by  the  go- 
vernor, and  there  shall  be  two  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  cap- 
tain’s district,  either  or  both  of  whom,  shall  hav  e power  to  try  all 
cases  of  a civil  nature,  within  their  district,  where  the  debt,  or  li- 
quidated demand,  does  not  exceed  thirty  dollars,  in  such  manner  as 
the  legislature  may  by  law  direct.  They  shall  bold  their  appoint- 
ments during  good  behavior,  or  until  they  shall  be  removed  by  com  ’ 
viction  on  indictment  in  the  superior  court,  tor  inal-practice  in  of- 
fice, or  for  any  felonious  or  infamous  crime,  or  by  the  governor,  on 
the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature. 

Sec.  6.  The  powers  of  a court  of  ordinary  or  register  of  pro- 
bates, shall  be  invested  in  the  inferior  courts  of  each  county,  from 
whose  decision  there  may  be  an  appeal  to  the  superior  court,  un- 
der such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  the  general  assembly  may 
by  law  direct;  but  the  inferior  court  shall  have  power  to  vest  the 
care  of  the  records  and  other  proceedings  therein,  in  the  clerk,  or 
such  other  personas  they  may  appoint,  and  any  one  or  more  jus- 
tices of  the  said  court,  with  such  clerk  or  other  person,  may  issue 
citations,  and  grant  temporary  letters,  in  time  of  vacation,  to  hold 
until  tlienext  meeting  of  the  said  court;  and  sucli  clerk  or  other 
person  may  grant  marriage  licenses. 

Sec.  7.  The  judges  of  tlie  superior  courts,  or  any  one  of  them, 
shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus,  prohibition,  scire 
facias,  and  all  other  writs  which  rnay  be  necessary  for  carrying 
their  powers  fuily  into  effect. 

Sec.  8.  Within  five  years  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution, 
the  body  of  our  laws,  civil  and  criminal,  sliall  be  revised,  digested 
and  arranged  under  proper  beads,  and  promulgated  in  such  man- 
mi’  as  the  legislature  may  direct;  and  no  person  shall  be  debar- 
red from  advocating  or  defending  bis  cause,  before  any  court  or  tri- 
bunal, either  by  himself,  or  counselor  hath. 

Sec.  9.  Divorces  shall  not  be  granted  by  the  legislature,  until 
the  parties  shall  have  had  a fair  trial  before  the  superior  court,  and 
a verdict  shall  have  been  obtained,  authorising  a divorce  upon  ler 
gal  principles.  And  in  such  cases,  two-thirds  of  egch  branch  of  the 
legislature  may  pass  acts  of  divorce  accordingly. 

Sec.  10.  The  clerks  of  the  superior  and  inferior  courts  shall  be 
appointed  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  by  law  direct, 
shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor,  arid  sliall  continue  in  office 
during  good  behavior. 

Sec.  11.  Sheriffs  shall  be  appointed  in  such  mariner  as  the  gene? 
ral  assembly  may  by  law  direct,  and  shall  hold  their  appointments 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  sentence  on 
impeachment,  or  bv  the  governor,  on  the  address  of  two-tliirds  of 
the  justices  of  the  inferior  court  and  of  the  peace  in  the  county  ; 
bpt  no  person  shall  bo  twice  elected  sheriff  within  any  term  oi  lour 
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years  ; and  no  county  officer  after  the  next  election,  shall  be  chosen 
at  the  tirue  of  electing  a senator  or  representative. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sec.  1.  The  electors  of  members  of  the  general  assembly,  shall 
be  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  this  state,  and  shall  have  attained 
the  ag>*  of  t wen  tv-one  years,  and  have  paid  all  taxes  which  may 
have  been  required  of  them,  and  which  they  may  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  paving  agreeably  to  law,  for  the  year  preceding  the 
ejectin'  . and  shall  have  resided  six  months  within  the  county : 
Jprovi/led,  That  in  case  of  invasion,  and  the  inhabitants  shall  be 
driven  from  any  county,  so  as  to  prevent  an  • lection  therein,  such 
ncfugee  inhabitants  being  a majority  of  the  voters  of  such  county, 
may  meet  under  the  direction  of  any  three  justices  ot  tne  peace 
tK  in  till*  1-carest  county, -wot  in  a st'U  of  alarm,  and  proceed 
to  an  election,  without  having  paid  such  tax  so  requin  d of  elec- 
tors, and  fit  persons  eh-cttd  tli. r at,  shall  be  Muled  to  tbcirseats. 

Sec.  2.  Ail  elections  b>  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  by  .joint 
ballot  of  both  branches  of  the  legislatin'*  ; a.U  when  the  senate 
a >d  house  of  representatives  unite  lor  the  purpose  of  electing,  they 
itbail  meet  in  tin-  representative  chamber,  anti  tin, .resident  ol  the 
senate  suai»  n*  suta  ease  preside,  receive  the  ballots,  and  declare 
the  person  or  persons  elected,  la  all  elections  by  the  people,  the 
electors  shall  vote  viva  voce,  until  the  legislature  shall  otherwise 
direct. 

Sec.  3.  The  general  officers  of  the  militia,  shall  be  elected  hy 
the  general  assembly,  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor. 
All  oile  r officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected  m such  manner  as 
the!  gislature  may  dir  et,  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  gover- 
nor ; °and  all  militia  officers  now  in  commission,  and  those  which 
may  tie  hereafter  commissioned,  shall  hold  their  commissions  dur- 
ing tin  ir  usual  residence  within  the  division,  brigade,  regiment, 
battalion,  or  company,  to  which  they  belong,  unless  removed  by 
seutei.ee  of  a court  martial,  or  by  the  governor,  on  the  address  of 
two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  4.  All  persons  appointed  by  the  legislature  to  fill  vacan- 
cies, shall  continue  in  offiae,  only  so  long  as  to  complete  the  time  lor 
winch  their  predecessors  were  appointed. 

. c.  5.  Freedom  of  the  press,  and  trial  by  jury,  as  heretofore 
used  in  this  state,  shall  remain  inviolate ; and  no  expost  facto  law 
shall  be  passed. 

Sec.  0.  No  person,  who  heretofore  hath  been,  or  hereafter  may 
be,  a collector,  or  holder  of  public  monies^  shall  be  eligible  to  any 
office-  in  this  slate,  until  such  person  shall  nave  accounted  for,  and 
paid  into  the  treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  accountable 
or  liable. 

Sec.  7.  The  person  of  a debtor,  where  there  is  not  a strong  pre- 
sumption ot  fraud*  shall  not  be  detained  in  prison,  alter  delivering 
uybona  fide,  ajl  his  estate  real  and  personal,  tor  the  use  of  jiis  cre- 
ditors, in  such  manner  as  shall  be  hereafter  regulated  by  law. 

Sec.  8.  Convictions  on  impeachments,  which  have  heretofore 
taken  place,  are  he reby  rek  ased,  and  persons  1)  ing  under  such  con- 
victions restored  to  citizenship 

Sec.  9.  '1  lie  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless 
when  in  case  of  rebellion,  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  re- 


Bryan. 
Joseph  Clay,  jun’r 
J.  B.  Maxwell, 
John  Pray. 

Burke. 

Benjamin  Davis, 
John  Morrison, 
John  Milton. 

Bullock. 
James  Bird. 
Andrew  E.  Wells, 


election  for  members  of  the  general  assembly ; and  if  such  altera- 
tions or  any  of  them  so  proposed,  shall  be  agreed  to  in  their  first 
se  ssion  thereafter,  hy  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, after  the  same  shall  have  been  read  three  times,  on  three 
separate  days,  in  each  respective  house,  then,  and  not  otherwise 
the  same  shall  become  a part  of  this  constitution. 

We,  the  underwritten  delegates  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia, chosen  and  authorised  by  them  to  revise,  alter,  or  amend, 
the  powers  and  principles  of  their  government,  do  declare,  or- 
dain, and  ratify,  the  several  articles  and  sections  contained  in  the 
six  pages  hereunto  prefixed  as  the  constitution  of  this  state;  and 
the  same  shall  he  in  operation  from  the  date  hereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  and  each  us,  respectively,  have  hereunto 
set  our  hands,  at  Louisville,  the  seat  of  government,  this  thir- 
teenth day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America;  ami  have  caus- 
ed the  great  seal  of  the  state  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Article  4th, section  11th.  and  first  line,  the  following  w ords  being 
interlined,  to  w it : “After  the  first  day  of  October  next.” 

JARED  IRWIN,  President, and  delegate  from  Washington. 
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quire  it. 

See.  10.  No  person  w ithin  this  state,  shall,  upon  any  pretenee,  be 
deprived  of  the  inestimable  privilege  ot  worshipping  God  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  his  own  conscience,  nor  be  compelled  to  at- 
tend any  place  of  worship,  contrary  to  his  own  faith  anti  judg- 
ment ; nor  shall  lie  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes, or  any  other 
j-ate,  for  the  building  or  repairing  anyplace  of  worship, or  for  the 
maintenance  of  any  minister  or  ministry,  contrary  to  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  right,  or  hath  voluntarily  engaged  to  do.  No  one  re- 
ligious society  shall  ever  be  established  in  this  state,  in  preference 
to  any  other ; nor  shall  any  person  be  denied  tin  enjoyment  of 
any  civil  right,  merely  on  account  of  his  religious  principles. 

bee.  11.  There  shall  be  no  future  importation  ot'_  slaves  into  this 
state,  from  Africa,  or  any  foreign  place,  after  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber next.  The  legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  for  the 
emancipation  of  slaves,  without  the  consent  of  each  of  their  re- 
spective owners,  previous  to  such  emancipation.  They  shall  have 
no  power  to  prevent  emigrants,  from  either  of  the  United  Slates 
to  this  state,  from  bringing  with  them  such  persons,  as  may  be 
deemed  slaves,  by  the  laws  of  any  one  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  12.  Any  person,  w ho  shall  maliciously  dismember  or  deprive 
a slave  of  his  life,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  Would  be  inflict- 
ed, in  case  the  like  offence  bad  been  committed  on  a free  white  per- 
son, and  on  the  like  proof,  except  in  case  of  insurrection  by  such 
slave,  and  unless  such  death  should  happen  by  accident,  in  giving 
such  slave  moderate  correction. 

Sec.  13.  The  arts  and  science?  shall  be  promoted,  in  one  or  more 
seminaries  of  learning,  and  the  legislature  shali,  as  soon  as  conve- 
niently may  be,  give  such  further  donations  and  privileges,  to  those 
already  established,  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  objects  of 
their  institution  ; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  assembly, 
at  their  next  session,  to  provide  effectual  measures  for  the  improve- 
ment and  permanent  security  of  the  funds  and  endowments  of 
such  institutions. 

Sec,  14.  AH  civil  officers  shall  continue  in  the  exercise  of  the  du- 
ties of  their  several  offices,  during  the  periods  for  which  they  were 
appointed,  or  until  they  shall  be  superseded  by  appointments  made 
in  conformity  to  this  constitution  : And  all  laws,  now  in  force,  shall 
continue  to  operate,  so  far  as  they  are  compatible  with  this  con- 
stitution, until  repealed  ; and  it  "shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general 
assembly  to  pass  all  necessary  laws  and  regulations,  for  carrying 
this  constitution  into  full  etiect. 

Sec.  15.  No  part  of  this  constitution  shall  be  altered  unless  a bill 
for  that  purpose,  specifying  the  alterations  intended  to  be  made, 
shall  have  been  read  three  times  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  three  times  in  the  senate,  on  three  several  days,  in  each  house, 
and  agreed  to  by  two-thirds  of  each  house,  respectively ; and  when 
any  such  bill  shall  be  passed  in  manner  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be 
published  at  least  six  months  previous  to  the  next,  ensuing  annual 


Constitution  of  Vermont. 

Adopted  by  the  Convention,  holden  at  Windsor , July  4^,1793. 

CHAPTER  I. 

A DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF 
THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

ARTCI.E  I. 

That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have 
certain  natural,  inherent  and  unalienable  rights,  amongst  which 
are  the  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty, acquiring, possessing 
and  protecting  property, and  pursuing  and  obtaining  happiness  and 
safety:  therefore,  no  male  person,  born  in  this  country,  and  brought 
from  over  sea,  ought  to  beholden  by  law,  to  serve  any  person  as  a 
servant, slave  or  apprentice, after  he  arrives  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years;  nor  female  in  like  manner,  after  she  arrives  to  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  unless  they  are  bound  hy  their  own  consent,  after 
they  arrive  to  such  age,  or  bound  bylaw  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
damages,  fines,  costs,  or  the  like. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

That  private  property  ought  to  be  subservient  to  public  uses 
when  necessity  requires  it;  nevertheless,  when  any  person’s  pro- 
perty is  taken  for  the  use  of  the  public,  the  owner  ought  to  receive 
an  equivalent  in  money. 

ARTICLE  III. 

That  all  men  have  a natural  and  unalienable  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God.  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience- 
and  understandings,  as  in  their  opinion  shall  be  regulated  by  the 
word  of  God:  ami  that,  no  man  ought  to, or  of  right  can  be  compell- 
ed to  attend  any  religious  worship,  or  erect  or  support  any 
place  of  worship,  or  maintain  any  minister  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  his  conscience,  nor  can  any  man  be  justly  depriv- 
ed or  abridged  of  any  civil  right  as  a citizen  on  account 
of  his  religious  sentiments  or  peculiar  mode  of  religious  wor- 
ship; and  that  no  authority  can,  or  ought,  to  he  vested  in.  or 
assumed  hy,  any  pow  er  whatever,  that  shall  in  any  case  interfere 
with,  or  in  any  manner  control  the  rights  of  conscience,in  the  free 
exercise  of  religious  worship.  Nevertheless,  every  sect  or  denomi- 
nation of  Christians  ought  to  observe  tbe  sabbath  or  Lord’s  day, 
and  keep  up  some  sort  of  religious  worship,  which  to  them  shall 
seem  most  agreeable  to  the  revealed  will  of  God. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Every  person  within  this  state  ought  to  find  a certain  remedy, 
by  having  recourse  to  the  laws,  for  all  injuries  or  wrongs  which 
he  may  receive  in  his  person,  property,  or  character:  he  ought  to 
obtain  right  and  justice  free|y,  and  without  being  obliged  to  pur- 
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chase  it;  Completely  and  without  any  denial;  promptly  and  without 
delay;  conformably  to  the  law. 

ARTICLE  V. 

That  the  people  of  this  state,  by  their  legal  representatives, 
have  the  sole,  inherent,  and  exclusive  right  of  governing  and  regu- 
lating the  internal  police  of  the  same. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

That  all  power  being  originally  inherent  irs,  ar.d  consequently 
derived  from  the  people, therefore,  all  officers  of  government,  whe- 
ther legislative  or  executive,  are  their  trustees  and  servants,  and  -at 
all  times,  in  a legal  way  accountable  to  them. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

That  government  is,  or  ought  to  he,  instituted  for  the  common 
mon  benefit,  protection,  and  security  of  the  people,  nation,  or 
community,  and  not  for  the  particular  emolument  or  advantage 
of  any  single  man,  family,  or  set  of  men,  who  are  a part  only 
of  that  community;  and  that  the  community  hath  an  indubitable, 
unalienable,  and  indefeasible  right  to  reform  or  alter  government, 
in  such  manner  as  shall  be,  by  that  community,  judged  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  weal. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

That  all  elections  ought  to  be  free  and  without  corruption,  and 
that  all  freemen,  having  a sufficient  evidence,  common  interest 
•with,  and  attachment  to  the  community,  have  a right  to  elect  offi- 
cers, and  he  elected  into  office,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  made 
in  this  constitution. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

That  every  member  of  society  hath  a right  to  he  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty  and  property,  and  therefore  is  bound 
to  contribute  his  proportion  towards  the  expense  of  that  protec- 
tion, and  yield  his  personal  service,  when  necessary,  or  an  equiva- 
lent thereto;  but  no  part  of  any  person’s  property  can  be  justly 
taken  from  him,  or  applied  to  public  uses,  without  his  consent,  or 
that  of  the  representative  body  of  freemen;  nor  can  any  man  who 
js  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  be  justly  compelled 
thereto,  if  he  will  pay  such  equivalent;  nor  are  the  people  bound 
by  any  law  but  such  as  they  have  in  like  manner  assented  to,  for 
their  common  good;  and  previous  to  any  law  being  made  to  raise  a 
tax,  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  to  be  raised  ought  to  appear  evident 
to  the  legislature,  to  be  of  more  service  to  the  community  than 
the  money  would  be  if  not  collected. 

ARTICLE  X. 

That  in  all  prosecutions  for  criminal  offences,  a person  hath  a 
right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel;  to  demand  the  cause 
and  nature  of  his  accusation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses; 
to  call  tor  evidence  in  his  favor,  and  a speedy  public  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  his  country;  without  the  unanimous  consent 
of  which  jury,  lie  cannot  be  found  guilty;  nor  can  he  he  compell- 
ed to  give  evidence  against  himself;  nor  can  any  person  be  justly 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  except  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  or  the  judg- 
ment of  his  peers. 

ARTICLE  XT. 

That  the  people  have  a right  to  hold  themselves,  their  houses, 
papers,  and  possessions,  free  from  search  or  seizure:  and,  therefore, 
Warrants,  without  oath  or  affirmation  first  made,  affording  suffi- 
cient foundation  for  them,  and  whereby  any  officer  or  messenger 
may  be  commanded  or  required  to  search  suspected  places,  or  tq 
seize  any  person,  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  property,  not  par- 
ticularly" described,  are  contrary  to  that  right,  and  ought  not  to, 
be  granted. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

That  when  an  issue  in  fact,  proper  for  the  cognizance  of  jury, 
is  joined  in  a court  of  law,  the  parties  have  a right  to  trial  by  jury, 
which  ought  to  be  held  sacred. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

That  the  people  have  a right  to  freedom  of  speech,  and  of 
writing  and  publishing  their  sentiments,  concerning  the  transac- 
tions of  government,  and  therefore  the  freedom  of  the  press  ought 
not  to  be  restrained. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

The  freedom  of  deliberation,  speech,  and  debate, in  the  legisla- 
ture,^ so  essential  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  that  it  cannot  he 
the  foundation  of  any  accusation,  or  prosecution,  action  or  com- 
plaint in  any  other  court  or  place  whatsoever. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

The  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws,  ought 
never  to  be  exercised  but  by  the  legislature,  or  by  authority  de- 
rived from  it,  to  be  exercised  in  such  particular  cases,  as  this  con- 
stitution, or  the  legislature  shall  provide  for. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

That  the  people  have  a right  to  hear  arms,  for  the  defence  of 
themselves  and  the  state— and,  as  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace 
are  dangerbus  to  liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  kept  up;  and  that 
the  military  should  he  kept  under  strict  subordination  to,  and  go- 
verned by  the  civil  power. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

That  no  person  in  this  state  can  in  any  case  be  subjected  to  law 
martud,  or  to  any  penalties  or  pains  by  virtue  of  that  law,  ex- 
cept those  employed  in  the  army,  and  the  militia  in  actual  service. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

The  frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles,  and  firm 
adherence  to  justice,  mod' ration,  temperance,  industry,  and  fru- 
gality, are  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liber- 
ty, and  keep  government  free;  the  people  ought,  therefore,  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  these  points,  in  the  choice  of  officers  and 
representatives,  and  have  a right,  in  a legal  way.  to  exact  a due 
and  constant  regard  to  them,  from  their  legislators  and  magis- 
trates, in  making  and  executing  such  laws  as  are  necessary  for  the 
* ;ud  government  of  the  state. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

That  all  people  haven  natural  and  inherent  right  to  emigrate 
from  one  state  to  another  that  will  receive  them. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

That  the  people  have  a right  to  asst,  mble  together  to  consult  for 
their  common  good— to  instruct  their  representatives— and  apply 
to  the  legislature  for  redress  of  grievances,  by  address, petition,  or 
remonstrance. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

That  no  person  shall  be  liabli  to  be  transported  out  of  this  state 
for  trial,  for  any  offence  committed  within  the  same. 

CKAP.  )I  CLAN,  Oil  FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Sec.  1.  The  commonwealth  or  state  of  Vermont,  shall  be  go- 
verned hereafter,  by  a governor,  or  lieutenant-governor,  council, 
and  an  assembly  of  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  ot'  tUe  same, 
in  manner  and  form  following: 

Sec.  2.  The  supreme  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a house 
of  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  commonwealth,  or  state 
of  Vermont. 

Sec.  3.  The  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  a lieutenant  governor,  and  council. 

Sec.  4.  Courts  of  justice  shall  by  maintained  in  every  county 
in  this  state,  and  also  in  new  counties,  when  formed;  which  courts 
shall  be  open  for  the  trial  of  all  causes  proper  for  their  cogni- 
zance; and  justice  shall  be  therein  impartially  administered  with- 
out corruption  or  unnecessary  delay.  The  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace  throughout  the  state;  and  the 
several  judges  of  the  county  courts,  in  their  respective  counties, 
by  virtue  of  their  office,  except  in  the  trial  of  such  causes  as  may 
be  appealed  to  the  county  court. 

S<  e.  5.  A future  legislature  may,  when  they  shall  conceive  the 
same  to  be  expedient  and  necessary,  erect  a court  of  chancery,  with 
such  powers  as  are  usually  exercised  by  that  court,  or  as  shall  ap- 
pear for  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth— Provided.^  they  do  not 
constitute  themselves  the  judges  of  the  said  court. 

Sec.  6.  The  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary  departments, 
shall  be  separate  and  distinct,  so  that  neither  exercise  the  pow  ers 
properly  belonging  to  the  other. 

Sec.  7.  In  order  that  the  freemen  of  this  state  might  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  election  as  equally  as  may  be,  each  town  within  this 
state,  that  consists,  or  may  consist  of  eighty  taxable  inhabitants, 
within  one  septenary,  or  seven  years  after  she  establishing  this 
constitution,  may  hold  elections  therein,  and  choose  each  two  re- 
presentatives; and  each  other  inhabited  town  in  this  state,  may,  in 
like  manner,  choose  each  one  representative,  to  represent  them  in 
general  assembly,  during  the  said  septenary  or  seven  years;  and 
after  that,  each  inhabited  town  may,  in  like  manner,  bold  such 
election,  and  choose  each  one  representative  forever  there- 
after. 

See.  8.  The  house  of  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  this 
state,  shall  consist  of  persons  most  noted  for  wisdom  and  virtue, 
to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  the  freemen  of  every  town  in  this 
state,  respectively,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  September  annually, 
forever. 

Sec.  9.  The  representatives  so  chosen,  a majority  of  whom  shall 
constitute  a quorum  for  transacting  any  other  business  than  rais- 
ing a state  tax,  for  which  two  thirds  of  the  members  elected  shall 
be  present,  shall  meet  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  succeeding 
October,  and  shall  be  styled  The  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of 
Vermont ; they  shall  have  power  to  choose  their  speaker,  secretary 
of  stat  e,  their  clerk  and  other  necessary  officers  of  the  house — sit 
on  their  adjournments— prepare  bills  and  enact  them  into  law's — 
judge  of  the  elections  and  qualifications  of  their  own  members: 
they  may  expel  members,  but  not  for  causes  known  to  their  own 
constituents,  antecedent  to  their  own  elections;  they  may  adminis- 
ter oaths  and  affirmations  in  matters  depending  before  them— re- 
dress grievances,  impeach  state  criminals— grant  charters  of  incor- 
poration—constitute  towns,  boroughs,  cities  and  counties:  they 
may  annually,  on  their  first  session  after  their  election, in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  council,  or  oftener  if  need  be,  elect  judges  of  the  su- 
pr  me  and  several  county  and  probate  courts,  sheriff’s  and  justices 
of  the  peace;  and  also  with  the  council  may  elect  major-generals, 
brigadier  generals,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  there  shall  be  oc- 
casion: and  they  shall  have  all  other  powers  necessary  lor  the  le- 
gislature of  a free  and  sovereign  state;  but  they  shall  have  no  pow- 
er to  add  to,  alter,  abolish,  or  infringe  any  part  of  this  constitution. 

Sec.  10.  The  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state,  shall  con- 
sist of  a governor,  lieutenant  governor  and  twelve  persons,  chosen 
in  the  following  manner,  viz.  The  freemen  of  each  town  shall, 
on  the  day  of  the  election  for  choosing  representatives  to  attend 
the  general  assembly,  bring  in  their  votes  for  governor,  with  hie 
name  fairly  written  to  the  constable,  who  shall  seal  them  up  and 
write  on  them,  votes  for  the  governor,  and  deliver  them  to  the  re- 
presentatives chosen  to  attend  the  general  assembly,  there  shall  be 
a committee  appointed  out  of  the  council  and  assembly, who, 
after  being  duly  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust, 
shall  proceed  to  receive,  sort,  and  count  the  votes  for  the  governor, 
and  declare  the  person  who  has  the  major  part  of  the  votes,  to  be 
governor  for  the  year  ensuing.  And  if  there  be  no  choice  made, 
then  the  council  and  general  assembly  by  their  joint  ballot,  shall 
make  choice  of  a governor.  The  lieutenant-governor  and  treasurer 
shall  he  chosen  in  the  manner  above  directed.  And  each  freeman 
shall  give  in  twelve  votes  for  twelve  counsellors,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  the  twelve  highest  in  nomination  shall  serve  for  the  en- 
suing year  as  counsellors. 

See.  11.  The  governor,  and  in  his  absence  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, with  the  council,  a major-part  of  whom,  including  the  gover- 
nor, or  lieutenant-governor,  shall  be  a quorum  to  transact  business, 
shall  have  power  to  commission  all  officers— and  also  to  appoint 
officers  except  where  provision  is,  or  shall  be  otherwise  made  by  law 
or  this  frame  of  government;  and  shall  supply  everyvacancy  in  any 
office,  occasioned  by  death  or  otherwise,  until  the  office  can  be 
filled  in  the  manner  directed  by  law  op  this  constitution. 

They  are  to  correspond  with  other  states— transact  business 
witli  officers  of  government  civil  and  military— and  to  prepare 
such  business  as  may  appear  to  them  necessary  to  lay  before  the 
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general  assembly.  They  shall  sit  as  judges  to  hear  and  determine 
on  impeachments,  taking  to  their  assistance  for  advice  only,  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court.  And  shall  have  power  to  grant  par- 
dons and  remit  tines,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  except  in  treason 
and  murder;  in  which  they  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves, 
but  not  to  pardon,  until  after  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  as- 
sembly; and  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  in  which  there  shall 
be  no  remission  or  mitigation  of  punishment,  but  by  act  of  le- 
gislation. 

They  are  also  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 
They  are  to  expedite  the  execution  of  such  measures  as  may  be 
resolved  upon  by  the  general  assembly.  And  they  may  draw  upon 
the  treasury  for  such  sums  as  may  be  appropriated  by  the  house  of 
representatives.  They  may  also  lay  embargoes,  or  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  any  commodity,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  thirty 
days,  in  the  recess  of  the  house  only.  They  may  grant  such  li- 
censes as  shall  he  directed  by  law;  and  shall  have  power  to  call 
together  the  general  assembly,  when  necessary,  before  the  day  to 
which  they  shall  stand  adjourned.  The  governor  shall  be  eaptain- 
jreneral  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  state,  but 
shall  not  command  in  person,  except  advised  thereto  by  the  coun- 
cil, and  then  only  so  long  as  they  shall  approve  thereof.  And  the 
lieutenant  governor  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  lieutenant- 
general  of  all  the  forces  of  the  state.  The  governor,  or  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  the  council,  shall  meet  at  the  time  and  place  with 
the  general  assembly;  the  lieutenant-governor  shall,  during  the 
presence  of  the  commander-in-chief,  vote  and  act  as  one  of  the 
council:  and  the  governor,  and  in  his  absence  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor, shall,  by  virtue  ol  their  offices,  preside  in  council,  and  have 
a casti  .if  but  no  other  vote.  Every  member  of  the  council  shall 
be  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  whele  state,  by  virtue  of  his  office. 
The  governor  and  council  shall  have  a secretary,  and  keep  fail- 
books  of  their  proceedings,  wherein  any  counsellor  may  enter  his 
dissent,  with  his  reasons  to  support  it;  and  the  governor  may  ap- 
point a secretary  for  himself  and  his  council. 

Sec.  12.  The  representatives  having  met,  and  chosen  their 
speaker  and  clerk,  shall  each  of  them,  before  they  proceed  to 
business,  take  and  subscribe,  as  well  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  al- 
legiance hereinafter  directed,  except  where  they  shall  produce 
certificates  of  their  having  heretofore  taken  and  subscribed  the 
same,  as  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

“You do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  as  a mem- 

ber of  this  assembly,  you  will  not  propose,  or  assent  to  any  bill, 
vote  or  resolution,  which  shall  appear  to  you  injurious  tothepeo- 
le,  nor  do  or  consent  to  any  act  or  thing  whatsoever,  that  shall 
ave  a tendency  to  lessen  or  abridge  their  rights  and  privileges, 
as  declared  by  the  constitution  of  this  state;  but  will,  in  all  things, 
conduct  yourself  as  a faithful,  honest  representative,  and  guardian 
of  the  people,  according  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  and  abili- 
ties, (in  case  of  an  oath ) so  help  you  God.  (And.  in  case  of  an 
affirmation)  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury.” 

Sec.  13.  The 'doors  of  the  home  in  which  the  general  assembly 
of  this  commonwealth  shall  sit,  shall  be  open  for  the  admission  of 
ail  persons  who  behave  decently,  except  only  when  the  welfare 
of  the  state  may  require  them  to  be  shut. 

Sec.  14.  The  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  general  assembly 
shall  be  printed,  when  one-third  of  the  members  think  it  neces- 
sary, as  soon  as  convenient  after  the  end  of  each  session,  with  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  any  question,  when  required  by  any  member,  ex- 
cept where  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  ballot,  in  which  case  every 
member  shall  have  a right  to  insert  the  reasons  of  his  vote  upon 
the  minutes. 

Sec.  15.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  tins  state  in  future  to  be 
passed  shall  be,— It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of 
the  state  of  Vermont. 

Sec.  16.  To  the  end  that  laws,  before  they  are  enacted,  maybe 
more  maturely  considered,  and  the  inconvenience  of  hasty  deter- 
minations, as  much  as  possible  prevented,  all  bills  which  originate 
in  the  assembly, shall  belaid  before  the  governor  and  councillor 
their  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  amendment;  who 
shall  return  the  same  to  the  assembly,  with  their  proposals  of 
amendment,  if  any,  in  writing;  and  if  the  same  are  not  agreed  to 
by  the  assembly,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  governor  and 
council  to  suspend  the  passing  of  such  bills  until  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature.  Provided,  that  if  the  governor  and  council  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  return  any  such  bill  to  the  assembly,  with 
written  proposals  of  amendment,  within  five  days,  or  before  the 
rising  of  the  legislature,  the  same  shall  become  a law. 

Sec.  17.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  treasury,  unless 
first  appropriated  by  act  of  legislation. 

Sec.  18.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a representative,  until  he 
has  resided  two  years  in  this  state;  the  last  of  which  shall  he  in 
the  town  for  which  lie  is  elected. 

Sec.  19.  No  member  of  the  council,  or  house  of  representatives, 
shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  receive  any  fee  or  reward,  to  bring  for- 
ward or  advocate  any  bill,  petition,  or  other  business,  to  be  trans- 
acted in  the  legislature ; or  advocate  any  cause, as  counsel,  in  either 
house  of  legislation, except  when  employed  in  behalf  of  the  state. 

Sec.  20.  No  person  ought,  in  any  case  or  in  any  time,  to  he  de- 
clared guilty  of  treason  or  felony,  by  the  legislature. 

Sec.  21.  Every  man,  of  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having 
resided  in  this  state  for  the  spaco  of  one  whole  year  next  before  the 
election  of  representatives,  and  is  of  a quiet  and  peaceable  beha- 
viour, and  will  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a freeman  of  this  state. 

“ Yon  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  whenever  you  give  your 
vote  or  suffrage,  touching  any  matter  that  concerns  the  state  of 
Vermont, you  will  do  it  so  as  in  your  conscience  you  shall  judge 
will  most  conduce  to  the  best  good  of  the  same,  as  established  by 
the  constitution,  without  fear  or  favor  of  any  man.” 

See.  22.  The  inhabitants  of  this  state  shall  be  trained  and  arm- 
ed far  its  defence,  under  such  regulations,  restrictions,  and  excep- 
tions, as  congress,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Stales*  and  the  legislature  of  this  state  shall  direct.  The  several 


companies  of  malitia  shall,  as  often  as  vacancies  happen,  elect 
their  captain  and  other  officers,  and  the  captains  and  subalterns 
shall  nominate  and  recommend  the  field  officers,  of  their  respective 
regiments,  w ho  shall  appoint  their  staff  officers. 

Sec.  23.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  freemen  of 
the  state  of  Vermont,  scaled  with  the  state  seal,  signed  by  theg<* 
vernor,  and  in  his  absence  th  lieutenant-governor,  and  attested 
by  the  secretary ; which  seal  shall  be  kept  by  the  governor. 

Sec.  24.  Every  officer  of  state,  whether  judicial  or  executive* 
shall  be  liable  to  be  impeached  by  the  general  assembly,  either 
when  in  office,  or  after  his  re  signation  or  removal  for  mal-admi- 
nistration.  All  impeachments  shall  be  before  the  governor,  or 
lieutenant  governor  and  council,  who  shall  hear  and  determine 
the  same,  and  may  award  costs  ; and  no  trial  or  impeachment  shall 
be  a bar  to  a prosecution  at  law. 

Sec.  25.  As  every  freeman,  to  preserve  his  independence,  if  with- 
out a sufficient  estate,  ought  tohave  some  profession,  calling,  trade 
or  farm,  w her,  by  he  may  honestly  subsist,  there  can  be  no  neces- 
sity for,  nor  use  in  establishing  offices  of  profit,  the  usual  effects  of 
which  ave  dependence  and  servility,  unbecoming  freemen  in  the 
possessors  or  expectants,  and  faction,  contention  and  discord  among 
the  people.  Rut  if  any  man  is  called  into  public  service  to  the  pre- 
judice of  his  private  affairs  he  has  a right  to  a reasonable  eontpe-nsa* 
tion  ; and  whenever  an  office  through  increase  of  fees,  or otherwise, 
become  so  profitable  as  to  occasion  many  to  apply  for  it,  the  pro- 
fits ought  to  be  lessened  by  the  legislature.  And  if  any  officer 
shall  wittingly  and  wilfully  take  greater  fees  than  the  law  allows 
him,  it  shall  ever  after  disqualify  hirn  from  holding  any  office  in 
this  state,  until  he  shall  be  restored  by  act  of  legislation. 

Sec.  26.  No  person  in  this  state  shall  be  capable  of  holding  or 
exercising  more  than  one  of  the  following  offices  at  the  same  time, 
viz.  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  judge  of  the  supreme  court, 
treasurer  of  the  state,  member  of  the  council,  member  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  surveyor-general,  or  sheriff.  Nor  shall  any  person, 
holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  authority  of  con- 
gress, be  eligible  to  any  appointment  in  the  legislature,  or  ofhold- 
jng  any  executive  or  judiciary  office  tinder  this  state. 

Sec.  27.  The  treasurer  of  the  state  shall,  before  the  governor 
and  council,  give  sufficient  security  to  the  secretary  of  the  state,  in 
behalf  of  the  general  assembly ; and  each  high  sheriff,  before  the 
first  judge  of  the  county  court,  to  the  treasurer  of  their  respective 
counties,  previous  to  their  respectively  entering  upon  the  execution 
of  their  offices,  in  such  maimer,  and  in  such  sums  as  shall  be  direct- 
ed by  the  legislature. 

See.  28.  The  treasurer’s  accounts  shall  be  annually  audited,  and 
a fair  state  thereof  laid  before  the  general  assembly,  at  their  ses- 
sion in  October. 

Sec.  29.  Every  officer,  whether  j udicial,  executive,  or  military 
in  authority  under  this  state,  before  he  enters  upon  the  execution 
of  his  office,  shall  take  and  subscribe  to  the  following  oath  or  af- 
firmation of  allegiance  to  this  state,  unless  he  shall  produce  evi- 
dence that  lie  has  before  taken  the  same,  and  also  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation  of  office,  execept  military  officers,  and  such  as 
shall  be  exempted  by  the  legislature. 

The  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance. 

V You  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  will  he  true  and 
faithful  to  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  that  you  w ill  not,  direc  tly  or 
indirectly,  do  any  act  or  thing  injurious  to  the  constitution  or 
government  thereof,  as  established  by  convention.  ( If  an  oath ) 
So  help  you  God.  (If  an  affirmation)  Under  the  pains  aud  pen- 
alties of  perjury.” 

The  oath  or  affirmation  of  office. 

“You do  solemnly  swear  (or affirm)  that  you  will  faith- 
fully execute  the  office  of for  the of ; and  will  therein 

do  equal  right  and  justice  to  all  men,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment 
and  abilities,  according  to  law.  (If  an  oath)  So  help  you  God. 
(If  an  affinnation)  Under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury.” 
Sec.  30.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  governor  or 
lieutenant-governor,  until  lie  shall  have  resided  in  this  state  four 
years  next  preceding  the  day  of  his  election. 

Sec.  31.  Trials  of  issues,  proper  for  the  cognizance  of  a jury, 
in  the  supreme  and  county  courts,  shall  be  by  jury,  except  where 
parties  otherw  ise  agree  ; and  great  care  ought  to  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent corruption  or  partiality  in  the  choice  and  return  or  appoint- 
ment of  juries. 

Sec.  32.  All  prosecutions  shall  commence,  by  the  authority  of  the 
state  of  Vermont — all  indictments  shall  conclude  with  these  words, 
against,  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  state.  And  ail  fines  shall  be 
proportioned  to  the  offences. 

Sec.  33.  The  person  of  a debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong  pre- 
sumption of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison  after  deliver- 
ing up  and  assigning  over,  bona  fide,  all  his  estate,  real  and  per- 
sonal, in  possession,  reversion  or  remainder,  for  the  use  oi  his  cre- 
ditors, in  such  manner  as  shall  be  hereafter  regulated  by  law.  An4 
all  prisoners,  unless  in  execution,  or  committed  lor  capital  offences, 
when  the  proof  is  evident  or  presumption  great,  shall  be  bailable 
by  sufficient  sureties;  nor  shall  excessive  bail  be  exacted  for  baila- 
ble offences. 

See.  34.  All  elections,  whether  by  the  people  or  the  legislature, 
shall  be  free  and  voluntary:  and  any  elector,  who  shall  receive 
any  gift  or  reward  for  his  vote,  in  meat,  drink,  monies,  or  other- 
wise, shall  forfeit  his  right  to  elect  at  that  lime,  and  suffer  such 
other  penalty  as  the  law  shall  direct;  and  any  person  who  shall 
directly  or  indirectly,  give,  promise  or  bestow,  any  such  rewards  to 
be  elected,  shall  thereby  be  rendered  incapable  to  serve  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  be  subject  to  such  further  punishment  asa  future 
legislature  shall  direct. 

See.  35.  All  deeds  and  conveyances  of  land  shall  he  recorded  in 
the  town  clerk’s  office,  in  their  respective  towns;  and  for  want 
thereof. in  the  county  clerk’s  office  of  the  same  county. 

Sec.  3S.  I lie  legislature  shall  regulate  entails  in  such  manner 
as  to  prevent  perpetuities. 

Sec.  37.  To  deter  mere  effectually  from  the  commission  of 
crimes,  by  continued  visible  punishments  of  long  duration,  mod 
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Jnake  sanguinary  punishments  less  necessary,  means  ought  to  be 
provided  for  punishing  by  hard  labor,  those  who  shall  be  convicted 
of  crimes  not  capital,  whereby  the  criminal  shall  be  employed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  or  for  the  reparation  of  injuries  done  to 
private  persons:  And  all  persons  at  proper  times,  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  see  them  at  their  labor. 

Sec.  38.  The  estates  of  such  persons  as  may  destroy  their  own 
lives,  fchall  not  for  that  offence,  be  forfeited,  but  descend  or  ascend 
in  the  same  manner,  as  if  such  persons  had  died  in  a natural  way. 
Nor  shall  any  article  winch  shall  accidentally  occasion  the  death  of 
any  person,  be  henceforth  deemed  a deodand,  or  in  any  wise  for- 
feited on  account  of  such  misfortune. 

Sec.  39.  Every  person,  of  good  character,  who  comes  to  settle 
in  this  state,  haring  first  taken  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  same,  may  purchase,  or  by  other  just  means  acquire 
hold,  and  transfer  land,  or  other  real  estate;  and,  alter  one  year’s 
residence,  shall  be  deemed  a frae  denizen  thereof  and  entitled  to 
all  rights  of  a natural  born  subject  of  this  state,  except  that  he 
shall  not  be  capable  of  being  elected  governor,  lieutenant- gover- 
nor, treasurer,  counsellor,  or  representative  in  assembly,  until 
after  two  years  residence. 

Sec.  40.  The  inhabitants  of  this  state  shall  have  liberty,  in  sea- 
sonable times,  to  hunt  and  fowl  on  the  lands  they  hold,  and  on  other 
lands  not  enclosed;  and  in  like  manner  to  fish’m  all  boatable  and 
other  waters,  not  private  property,  under  proper  regulations,  to 
be  hereafter  made  and  provided  by  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  41.  Laws  for  the  encouragement  of  virtue  and  prevention 
of  rice  and  immorality,  ought  to  be  constantly  kept  in  force,  and 
duly  executed:  And  a competent  number  of  schools  ought  to  he 
maintained  in  each  town  fur  the  convenient  instruction  of  youth: 
And  one  or  more,  grammar  schools  be  incorporated  and  property  | 
supported  in  each  county  in  this  state.  ~ And  all  religious  societies 
or  bodies  of  men,  that  may  be  hereafter  united  or  incorporated 
far  the  advancement  of  religion  and  learning,  or  for  other  pious 
and  charitable  purposes,  shall  be  encouraged  and  protected  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges,  immunities,  and  estates,  which  they 
in  justice  ought  to  enjoy,  under  such  regulations  as  the  general 
assembly  of  this  state  shall  direct. 

Sec.  42.  The  declaration  of  the  political  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  inhabitants  ot'  this  state  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a part  of 
the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth;  and  ought  not  to  be  vio- 
lated; on  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

Sec.  43.  In  order  that  the  freedom  of  this  commonwealth  may 
be  preserved  inviolate  foivver,  there  shall  be  chosen,  by  ballot, 
by  the  freemen  of  this  state,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  March, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  on 
the  iast  Wednesday  in  March  in  every  seven  years  thereafter,  thir- 
teen persons,  who  shall  be  chosen  in  the  same  mumn  r the  coun- 
cil is  chosefi,  except§they  shall  not  be  out  of  the  council  or  gene- 
ral assembly,  to  be  called  the  council  of  censors;  w'ho  shall  met  to. 
get  her  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June  next  ensuing  their  election 
the  ma  jority  of  whom  shall  he  a quorum  in  every  case,  except  as’ 
to  calling  a convention,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number 
elected  shall  agree, and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  enquire  whether 
the  constitution  has  been  preserved  inviolate  in  every  part  during 
the  last  septenary,  including  the  year  of  their  service,  and  whe- 
ther the  legislative  and  executive  branches  of  government  have 
performed  their  duty  as  guardians  of  the  people,  or  assumed  to 
themselves,  or  exercised  other  or  greater  powers  than  they  are  en- 
titled to  by  the  constitution.  They  are  also  to  enquire  whether 
the  public  taxes  have  been  justly  laid  and  collected  in  all  parts  of 
this  commonwealth— in  what  manner  the  public  monies  have 
been  disposed  of— and  whether  the  laws  have  been  duly  exe- 
cuted. For  these  purposes  they  shall  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers  and  records— they  shall  have  authority  to  pass 
public  censures,  to  order  impeachments,  and  to  recommend  to 
the  legislature  the  repealing  such  laws  as  shall  appear  to  them 
to  have  been  passed  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution: 
These  powers  they  shall  continue  to  have  for  and  during  the  space 
of  one  year  from  the  day  of-their  election,  ami  no  longer.  The 
said  council  of  censors  shall  also  have  power  to  call  a convention, 
to  meet  within  two  years. after  their  sitting,  if  there  appears  to 
them  an  absolute  necessity  of  amending  any  article  of  this  consti- 
tution which  may  be  defective — explaining  such  as  may  be  thought 
not  clearly  expressed— and  of  adding  such  as  are  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  happiness  of  the  people;  but 
the  articles  to  be  amended,  and  the  amendments  proposed,  and 
such  articles  as  are  proposed  to  be  added  or  abolished,  shall  be 
promulgated  at  least  six  months  before  the  day  appointed  lor 
the  ejection  of  such  convention,  for  the  previous  consideration  of 
the  people,  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  instructing  their 
delegates  on  the  subject. 

By  order  of  Convention , July  9th.  1793. 

' THOMAS’  CHITTENDEN,  President. 

Attest,  LEWIS  R.  MORRIS,  Secretary. 


Constitution  of  Kentucky. 

The  -Constitution,  or  form*  of  Government  for  the 
State  of  Kentucky. 

WE,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
in  convention  assembled,  to  secure  to  all  the  citizens  thereof  trie 
en  joyment  of  the  right  of  life,  liberty  and  property,  and  of  pur- 
suing happiness,  do  urdaiu  and  establish  this  constitution  for  its 
government. 

article  -4- Concerning  the  distribution  of  the  Pow- 
ers of  the  Government. 

Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  state  of  Kentuc- 
ky shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of  i 


j them  he  confided  ton  separate  body  of  magistracy,  to  wit : tJtr-r 
which  are  legislative,  to  one ; those  which  an-  executive,  to  ano- 
ther; and  those  which  are  judiciary,  to  another. 

Sec.  2.  No  person,  or  collection  of  persons,  being  one  of  tlio«e 
departments,  shall  exercise  any  power  propirlv  belonging  to  either 
of  the  others;  except  in  the  instances  hereinafter  expressly  direct- 
ed or  permitted. 

article  Tj. — Concerning  the  Legislative  Department- 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be 
vested  In  two  distinct  branches;  the  one  to  be  styled  the  house  of 
representatives,  the  other  th  senate,  a: id  both  together,  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  if  Kentucky. 

Sec.  2.  The  members  of  the  house  of  repres -ntatives  shall  con- 
tinue in  service  fur  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  day  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  general  election,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  3.  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  on  th-  first  Monday  in 
the  mouth  of  August  in  every  year;  but  the  presiding  officers  of 
the  several  el.  ctions  shall  continue  the  same  for  three  days,  at  the 
request  of  any  one  of  the  candidates. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shail  be  a representative,  who  at  the  time  of 
his  election,  is  not  a citizen  of  th  . United  States,  and  bath  not  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  resided  in  this  state 
two  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  iu 
the  county  or  town  for  which  he  maybe  chosen. 

Sec.  5.  Elections  for  representatives  forth*  several  counties  en- 
titled to  representation,  shall  be  held  at  the  plates  of  holding  their 
respective  courts,  or  in  the  several  election  precincts  into  which 
the  legislature  may  think  proper,  from  time  to  time,  to  divide  any 
or  all  of  those  counties : Provided,  That  when  it  shall  appear  to 
| the  legislature  that  any  town  hath  a number  of  qualified  voters 
equal  to  tin  ratio  then  fixed,  such  town  shall  be  invested  with  the 
privilege  of  a separate  representation,  which  shall  be  retained  so 
long  as  such  town  shall  contain  a number  of  qualified  voters  equal 
to  the  ratio  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  fixed  by  law,  and 
thereafter  elections,  for  the  eounty  in  which  such  town  is  situated, 
shall  not  be  held  therein. 

Sec.  6.  Representation  shall  be  equal  and  uniform  in  this  com- 
monwealth ; and  shall  be  forever  regulated  and  ascertained  by  the 
number  of  qualified  electors  therein.  In  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  three,  and  every  fourth  year  thereafter,  an  enumeration 
of  all  the  free  male  inhabitants  of  the  state,  above  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  shall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by 
law.  The  number  of  representatives  shall,  in  the  several  years  of 
making  these  enumerations,  be  so  fixed. as  not  to  be  less  than  fifty- 
eight,  nor  more  than  one  hundred,  and  they  shall  be  apportioned 
for  the  four  years  next  following,  as  near  as  may  be,  among  the  se- 
veral counties  and  towns,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  qualified 
electors:  but,  when  a county  may  not  have  a sufficient  number  of 
qualified  electors  to  entitle  it  to  one  representative,  and  when  the 
ad  jacent  county  or  counties  may  not  ha*e  a residuum  or  residuums, 
which,  when  added  to  the  small  county  would  entitle  it  to  a sepa- 
rate representation,  it  shall  then  be  in  the  power  of  the  legislature 
to  join  two  or  more  together,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  a represen- 
tative. Provided,  that  when  there  are  two  or  move  counties  ad- 
joining, which  have  residuums  over  and  above  the  ratio  then  fixed 
by  law,  if  said  residuums  when  added  together  will  amount  to  such 
ratio,  in  that  case,  one  representative  shall  be  added  to  that  county 
having  the  largest  residuum. 

Sec.  7.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  choose  its  speaker  and 
other  officers. 

Sec.  8.  In  all  elections  for  representatives,  every  free  male  citi- 
zen (negroes,  mulattoes,  and  Indians  excepted)  who,  at  the  time 
being,  hath  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  in 
the  state  two  years,  or  the  county  or  town  in  which  he  offers  to  vote 
one  year  next  preceding  the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an 
elector  ; but  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  except  in  the  coun- 
ty or  town  in  which  he  may  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion, except  as  is  herein  otherwise  provided.  Electors  shall  in  all 
cases,  except  treason,  felony,  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  pri- 
vileged from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at,  going  to,  and  re- 
turning from  elections. 

Sr  c.  9.  The  members  of  the  senate  shall  be  chosen  for  the  term 
of  four  years  ; and  when  assembled  shall  have  the  power  to  choose 
its  officers  annually. 

Sec.  10.  At  the  first  session  of  the  general  assembly  after  this 
constitution  takes  effect,  the  senators  shall  be  divided  by  lot,  a9 
equally  as  may  be,  into  four  classes:— the  seats  of  the  senators  of 
the  first  class,  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year  ; 
of  the  second  class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  of  the 
third  class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year;  and  of  the  fourth 
class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year;  so  that  one  fourth  shall 
be  chosen  every  year,  and  a rotation  thereby  kept  up  perpetually. 

Sec.  11.  The  senate  shall  consist  of  twenty-four  members  at 
least,  and  for  every  three  members  above  fifty-eight;  which  shall  be 
added  to  the  house  of  representatives,  one  member  shall  be  added 
to  the  senate. 

Sec.  12.  The  same  number  of  senatorial  districts  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  be  established  by  the  legislature,  as  there  may  then  be  sena- 
tors allotted  to  the  state ; which  shall  be  so  formed  as  to  contain, 
as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  free  male  inhabitants  in 
each,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  so  that  no  county  shell 
be  divided,  or  form  more  than  one  district;  and  where  two  or  more 
counties  compose  a district,  they  shall  be  adjoining. 

See.  13.  When  an  additional  senator  may  be  added  to  the  se- 
nate, he  shall  be  annexed  by  lot  to  one  of  the  four  classes,  so  as 
to  keep  them  as  nearly  equal  in  number  as  possible. 

Sec.  14.  One  senator  for  each  district  shall  be  elected  by  those 
qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  therein,  who  shall  give  their 
votes  at  the  several  places  in  the  counties  or  towns,  where  elections 
are  by  law  directed  to  lie  held. 

Sec.  15.  No  person  shall  be  a senator,  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  is  not  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  hath  not 
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attained  to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  resided  in  this  state  six 
years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  in  the 
district  from  which  he  may  be  chosen. 

Sec.  10.  The  first  election  for  senators  shall  he  general  through- 
out the  state,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  general  election  for 
representatives  is  held  ; and  thereafter,  there  shall,  in  like  man- 
ner, b-  an  annual  election  for  senators,  to  till  the  places  of  those 
whose  time  of  service  may  have  expired. 

Sec.  17”.  The  general  assembly  shall  convene  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  the  month  of  November  in  every  year,  unless  a different  day- 
on,  going  to,  and  returning  from  the  sessions  of  their  respective 
houses  : Provided,  that  the  same  may  he  increased  or  diminished  j 
by  law;  but  no  alteration  shall  take  effect  during  the  session  at 
which  such  alteration  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  24.  The  members  of  the  general  assembly  shall,  in  all 
cases,  except  treason,  felony,  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  he 
privileged  lrorn  arrest,  during  their  attendance  at  the  sessions  of 
their  respective  houses,  and  in  going  to,  and  returning  from  the 
same;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate,  in  either  house,  they  shall 
not  he  questioned  in  any-  other  place. 

Sec.  25.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the* term 
for  which  he  was  elect'  d,  nor  tor  one  year  thereafter,  be  appoint- 
ed or  elected  to  any  civil  office  of  profit  under  this  commomveath, 
which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall 
have  been  increased,  during  the  time  such  senator  or  representa- 
tive was  in  office,  except  to  such  offices  or  appointments  as  may 
be  made  or  filled  by  the  elections  of  the  people. 

Sec.  26.  No  person,  while  he  continues  to  exercise  the  functions 
of  a clergyman,  priest,  or  teacher  of  any  religious  persuasion, 
society  or  sett;  nor  whijst  lie  holds  or  exercises  any  office  of  pro- 
fit under  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  general  as- 
sembly; except  attornies  at  law',  justices  of  the  peace,  and  militia 
officer:;:  Provided,  that  justices  of  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions 
shall  be  ineligible,  so  long  as  any'  compensation  may  he  allowed 
them  for  their  services;  Provided  also,  that  attornies  for  the  com- 
monwealth, who  receive  a fixed  annual  salary'  from  the  public  trea- 
sury, shall  be  ineligible. 

Sec.  27.  No  person,  w ho  at  any  time  may  have  been  a collector 
be  appointed  by  law ; and  their  sessions  shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of 
government. 

Sec.  18.  Not  less  than  a majority  of  tlte  members  of  each  house 
of  tlte  general  assembly  shall  constitute  a quorum  to  do  business; 
but  a smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  shall  be 
authorised  by  law  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in 
such  manner, and  under  such  penalties  as  may  be  prescribed  thereby. 

Sec.  19.  Each  house  of  the  general  assembly  shall  judge  of  the 
qualifications,  elections,  and  returns  of  its  members';  hut  a con- 
tested election  shall  be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  di- 
rected by  law'. 

Sec.  20.  Each  house  of  the  general  assembly  may  determine  the 
rules  of  its  proceedings ; punish  a member  for  disorderly  behavi- 
or; and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a member,  but 
not  a second  time  for  the  same  cause. 

See.  21.  Each  house  of  the  general  assembly  shall  keep  and  pul:-! 
lish  weekly,  a journal  of  its  proceedings;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  ol 
the  members  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  of 
them,  be  entered  on  their  journal. 

See.  22.  Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  they  may  be 
titling. 

Sec.  23.  The  members  of  the  general  assembly  shall  severally 
receive  from  tile  public  treasury,  a compensation  for  their  services, 
which  shall  he  one  dollar  and  a half  a day,  during  their  attendance 
of  taxes  for  the  state  or  the  assistant  or  deputy  of  such  collector, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  general  assembly  until  he  shall  have  obtain- 
ed a quietus  for  the  amount  of  such  collection,  and  for  all  public 
monies  for  which  he  may  he  responsible. 

Sec.  28.  No  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  a law,  until  on  three 
several  days,  it  be  read  over  in  each  house  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, and  free  discussion  allowed  thereon:  unless  in  eases  of  urgen- 
cy four-fifths  of  the  house,  where  the  bill  shall  be  depending,  may 
deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with  this  rule. 

Sec.  29.  All  hills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  house 
of  representatives;  put  the  senate  may  propose  amendments,  as 
in  other  bills:  Provided,  that  they  shall  not  introduce  any  new 
matter,  under  the  colour  of  an  amendment,  which  does  not  re- 
late to  raising  a revenue. 

Sec.  30.  The  general  assembly  shall  regulate  by  law,  by  whom, 
and  i n what  manner,  writs  of  election  shall  he  issued  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies which  may  happen  in  either  branch  thereof. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Concerning  the  Executive  Department. 

The  supreme  executive  power  of  the  commonwealth  shall  be 
vested  in  a chief  magistrate,  who  shall  be  styled  the  governor  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 

Sec.  2.  The  governor  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  four  years 
by  the  citizens  entitled  to  suffrage,  at  the  time  and  places  where 
they  shaii  respectively  vote  for  represei,  a tries.  The  person  hav- 
ing the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  bf  governor:  but  if  two  or 
more  shall  be  equal  and  highest  in  votes,  the  election  shall  be  de- 
termined by  lot,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  direct. 

Sec. 3.  Ihe  governor  shall  be  ineligible  lor  the  succeeding  se- 
ven years,  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  lie  shall 
liave  been  elected. 

Sec.  4.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty-five  years  of  age,  aiid  a citizen 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  state  at 
least  six  years  next,  preceding  his  election. 

See.  5.  He  shall  commence  the  execution  of  his  office  on  the 
fourth  1 ut  sday  succeeding  the  day  of  the  commencement  of  the 
general  election  on  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and  shall  continue 
in  the  execution  thereof  until  the  end  of  four  weeks  next  sue-, 
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ceeding  the  election  of  his  successor,  and  until  his  successor  shall 
have  taken  the  oaths  or  affirmations  prescribed  by  this  corn* 
stitution. 

Sec.  (5.  No  member  of  congress,  or  person  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  States,  nor  minister  of  any  religious  society, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  governor. 

Sec.  7.  The  governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  ser- 
vices^ compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished,during  the  firm  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  8.  He  shall  he  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  of  the  militia'  thereof,  except  when 
they  shall  be  call'  d into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but  lie 
shaii  not  command  personally  in  the  field,  unless  he  Shall  be  ad- 
vised so  to  do,  by  a resolution  of  the  general  assembly. 

See.  9.  He  shall  nominate,  hnd  by  and  with  tin*  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate,  appoint  all  officers  whose 'offices  are  establish- 
ed hy  this  constitution,  or  shaH  be  established  by  law,  and  whose 
appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  lor:  Provided,  that 
no  person  shall  be  so  appointed  to  an  office  within  any  county, 
who  shall  not  have  been  a citizen  and  inhabitant  therein;  one  year 
next  before  his  appointment,  if  tlte  county  shall  have  been  st» 
long  erected,  but  if  it  shall  not  have  been  so  long  erected,  then, 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  or  Counties  front  which  it  shall 
have  been  taken:  Provided  also,  that  the  county  courts  be  authir 
rized  hy  law  to  appoint  inspectors,  collectors,  and  their  deputies, 
surveyors  of  the  high-ways,  constables,  jailors,1  and  such  other  in- 
ferior’officers,  whose  jurisdiction  may  be  confined  within  the  H* 


mitsof  a county. 

Sec.  10.  Tlte  governor  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  vacancies  that 
ntay  happen  during  the  recess  of  tlte  senate,  by  granting  Commit 
sions,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  nex*.  session. 

Sec.  11.  He  shall  have  power  to  renin;  fines  and  forfeitures, grant 
reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment.  In  cases 
of  treason,  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  until  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  the  general  assembly;  in  which  the  power 
of  pardoning  shall  be  vested. 

Sec.  12.  He  may  require  information  in  writing  front  the  officer* 
in  the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  13.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  general  assembly 
information  of  the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to 
their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  14.  lie  may  on  extraordinary  occasions  convene  (he  gene- 
ral assembly  at  the  seat  of  government;  or  at  a different  place,  if 
that  should"  have  become,  since  their  last  adjournment,  dangerous 
front  an  enemy, or  from  contagious  disorders;  and  in  ease  of  disagree- 
ment.between  the  two  houses,  with  respect  to’ the  (fine  of  adjourn- 
ment, adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  ex- 
ceeding lour  months.  , 

See.  15.  lie  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted. 

See.  16.  A lieutenant-governor  shall  be  chosen  at  every  election 
for  a governor,  in  the  same  manner,  continue  m office  for  the 
same  time,  and  possess  the  same  qualifications.  In  voting  for  go- 
vernor and  lieutenant-go  vernoivffte  electors  shall  distinguish  whom 
they  vote  for  as  governor,  and  whom  as  lieutenant-governor. 

Sec.  17.  He  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  speaker  of  the 
sei.Slte,  have  a right,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  debate 
and  vote  on  all  subjects;  and  when  the  senate  are  equally  divided, 
to  give  the  casting  vote. 

Sec.  18.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor,  his  removal 
from  office,  death,  refusal  to  qualify, resignation, or  absence  from  the 
state,  the  lieutenant-governor  shall  exercise  all  the  power  and  au- 
thority appertaining  to  the  office  of  governor,  until  another  be  du- 
ly qualified,  or  the  governor, absent  or  impeached,  shall  returner 
iie  acquitted. 

Sec.  19.  Whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by 
the  lieutenant-governor,  or  shall  lie  finable  to  attend  as  speaker” 
of  the  senate,  the  senators  shall  elect  one  of  their  oivn  mcmbkis 
as  speaker,  for  that  occasion.  And  if,  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
office  of  governor,  the  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  impeached, 
removed  lrorn  office,  refuse  to  qualify,  resign,  die,  or  be  absent 
from  the  state,  the  speaker  of  the  senate  shall, in  like  manner,  ad- 
minister the  government. 

Sec.  20.  The  lieiUenant-gpvt  rpor,  while  he  acts  as-speaker  to 
the  senate,  shall  receive  foS-his  services  the  same  compensation, 
which  snail  for  the  9ame  period  be  allowed  to  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  no  more;  and  during  the  timp  lie  ad- 
ministivs  the  government  as  governor,  shall  receive  the  same 
compensation  which  the  governor  would  have  received  and  been 
entitled  to,  had  he  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sec.  21.  The  speaker  pro  tempore  of  the  senate,  during  the  time 
he  administers  the  government,  shall  receive  in  like  manner  the 
same  compensation,  which  the  governor  would  have  received,  had 
he  been  employed  in  the  duties  ofhis  office. 

Sec.  22.  If  the  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  called  upon  to  admin- 
ister the  government,  and  shall,  while  in  such  administration,  re- 
sign, die,  or  be  absent  from  the  state  iinri»§,the  recess ®f  the  gene- 
ral assembly,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary'  for  the  time  be- 
ing,  to  convene  the  senate  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a speaker. 

Sec.  23.  An  attorney-general  and  such  other  attornies  for  the 
commonwealth  as  may  he  necessary,  shall  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  shall  be  regulated  by  law.  Attornies  for  the  commonwealth 
lor  the  several  counties,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  respective  courts 
having  jurisdiction  therein. 

Sec.  24.  A secretary  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  the  governor  shall  have  been  elected,  if  he 
shall  so  long  behave  himself  well.  He  shall  keep  a fair  register, 
and  attest  all  the  official  acts  aim  proceedings  of  the  governor,  and 
shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same,  ami  all  papers,  infinites  an«l 
vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  either  house  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  enjoined  hixa 
by  law. 

II 


474 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER APPENDIX  TO  VOL.  III. 


See.  25.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  shall 
be  presented  to  the  governor;  it  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it,  l»ut 
if  not,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objec  tions,  to  the  house  in  which 
it  shall  have  originated,  who  shah  enter  the  objections  at  larg. 
upon  the  journal,  and  proceed  to  re-considcr  it;  if,  after  such  re- 
consideration, a majority  of  a'!  the  members  elected  to  that 
house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  hill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  winch  it  shall  be  likewise  consi- 
dered, and  it  approved  by  a majority  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  that  house,  it  shall  he  a law;  but  in  such  cases  the  votes  of  both 
houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  voting  for  and  agaiust'thc  hill  shall  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals of  each  house  respectively;  if  any  bill  shall  .not  be  returned 
by  the  governor  within  ten  days,  Sundays  excepted,  after  it  shall 
have  been  presented  to  Min.  it  shall  be  a law  in  tike  manner  as  if 
he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  general  assembly  by  their  adjournment 
prevent  its  return;  in  which  case  it  shall  be  a law,  unless  sent 
crick  within  three  days  after  their  next  meeting. 

Sec.  26.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote,  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  both  houses  may  be  necessary,  except  on  a question  of 
adjournment,  shall  be  presented  to  the  governor,  and  before  it 
.shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him;  or,  being  disapproved,  shall 
be  re-passed,  by  a majority  of  ail  the  members  elected  to  both 
houses,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case 
of  a bill. 

Sec,  27.  Contested  elections  for  a governor  and  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, shall  he  determined  by  a committee  to  be  selected  from  both 
houses  of  the  general  assembly,  and  formed  and  regulated  in  suoli 
manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  28.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  (Negroes,  Mulat- 
toes  and  Indians  excepted)  shall  he  armed  and  disciplined  for  its 
defence.  Those  who  conscientiously  scruple  to  bear  arms, 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  so,  but  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for 
. personal  service. 

S-c.  29.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  respective  regiments 
shall  appoint  the  regimental  staff;  brigadier  generals,  their  bri- 
gade majors;  major  generals,  their  aids;  and  captains,  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  companies. 

Sec.  30.  A majority  of  the  field  officers  and  captains  in  each 
regiment,  shall  nominate  the  commissioned  officers  in  each  com- 
pany, who  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor;  Provided  that 
no  nomination  shall  be  made,  unless  two  at  least  of  the  field  offi- 
cers are  present;  and  when  two  or  more  persons  have  an  equal, 
and  the  highest  number  of  votes,  the  field  officer  present,  who  may 
be  highest  in  commission,  shall  decide  the  nomination. 

Sec.  31.  Sheriffs  shall  he  hereafter  appointed  in  the  following 
manner:— When  the  time  of  a sheriff  for  any  county  may  be  about 
to  expire,  the  county  court  for  the  same,  a majority  of  all  its  jus- 
tices being  present,  shall  in  the  months  of  September,  October,  or 
November  next  preceding  thereto,  recommend  to  the  governor 
tsvo  proper  persons  to  fill  the  office,  who  are  then  justices  of  the 
county  court;  and  who  shall  ill  such  recommendation  pay  a just 
regard  to  seniority  in  office  and  a regular  rotation.  One  of  ' the 
persons  so  recommended  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
avd  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years,  if  he  so  long  behave  well, 
and  until  a successor  be  duly  qualified.  If  the  county  courts  shall 
omit  in  the  months  aforesaid  to  make  such  recommendatht , the 
governor  shall  then  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  appoint  a fit  person  to  fill  such  office. 

article  it. — Concerning  the  Judicial  Department. 

Sec.  1.  The  judiciary  power  of  this  commonwealth  both  as  to 
matters  of  law  and  equity,  shall  be  vested  in  one  supreme  court, 
which  shall  be  styled  the  court  of  appeals,  and  in  such  inferior 
courts  as  the  general  assembly  mav,  from  time  to  time  erect  and 
establish. 

See.  2.  The  court  of  appeals,  except  in  cases  otherwise  directed 
by  this  constitution,  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only;  which 
shall  be  co-extensive  with  the  state,  under  such  restrictions  and 
regulations  not  repugnant  to  this  constitution,  as  may,  from  time 
to  time,  be  prescribed  bylaw'. 

Sec.  3.  The  judges,  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts 
shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior;  but  for  any  reasona- 
ble cause  which  shall  not  he  sufficient  ground  of  impeachment, 
the  governor  shall  remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two- 
thirds  of  each  house  of  the  general  arsembly:  Provided,  however, 
that  the  cause  or  causes  for  which  such  removal  may  be  required, 
shall  be  stated  at  length  in  such  address,  and  on  the  journal  of  each 
house.  They  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services,  an 
adequate  compensation,  to  be  fixed  by  law. 

See.  4.  The  judges  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  be  conserva- 
tors of  the  p^ce,  throughout  the  state.  The  style  of  all  process 
shall  be,  “The  commonwealth  of  Kentucky.”  All  prosecutions 
shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  com- 
m on  wealth  of  Kentucky,  and  conclude,  against  the  peace  and  dig* 
liity  of  the  same. 

kec.  i.^ere  he  established  in  each  countv,  now  or  which 
may  hereafter  be  erected,  within  this  commonwealth,  a countv 
Court. 

Sec.  6.  A competent  number  of  justices  of  ihe  peace  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  county;  they  shall  be  commissioned  during  good 
behavior,  but  may  be  removed  on  conviction  of  misbehavior  in  Of- 
fiee.nr  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  or  the  address  of  tWo-rhirds  of 
each  house  of  the  general  assembly;  Provided,  however,  that  the 
caijise  pi*  cuus<  s for  which  such  removal  may  rc(juir€»d,  shall  1)6 
stated  at  length  in  such  address  and  on  the  journal  of  each  house. 

Sec.  7.  T.  lie  number  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  to  which  the 
several  count it^in  this  commonwealth  now  established,  or  which 
may  hereafter  be  established,  ought  to  be  entitled,  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  regulated  by  law. 

See.  8.  When  a surveyor,  coroner,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  shall 
be  needed  1.1  any  county,  the  county  court  tor  the  same,  a majority 
of  all  its  justices  concurring  therein,  shall  recommend  to  the  go- 
vernor two  proper  persons  to  fill  the  office,  one  of  w hom  he  shall 


appoint  thereto : Provided,  however,  that  if  the  county  court  ilntil 
for  twelve  months  omit  to  make  such  recommendation,  after  bein'? 
requested  by  the  governor  to  recommend  proper  persons,  he  shall 
then  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  ana  consent  of  the 
senate,  appoint  a fit  person  to  fill  such  office. 

Si  c.  9.  When  a new  county  shall  be  erected,  a competent  num- 
ber of  justices  of  the  jieace,  a sheriff  and  coroner  therefor,  shall  be 
recommended  to  the  governor  by  a majority  of  all  the  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives  from  the  senatorial  district  or  districts 
m which  the  county  is  situated  ; and  if  either  of  the  persons  thus 
recommended  shall  be  rejected  by  the  governor  or  the  senate,  ano- 
ther person  shall  immediately  be  recommended  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  10.  Each  court  shall  appoint  its  own  clerk,  who  shall  hold 
his  office  duringgood  behavior  ; but  no  person  shall  be  appointed 
clerk,  only  pro  tempore,  who  shall  not  produce  to  the  court  an. 
pointing  him  a certificate  from  a majority  of  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  that  he  had  been  examined  by  their  clerk  in 
their  presence,  and  under  their  direction,  and  that  they  judge  him 
to  be  well  qualified  to  execute  the  office  of  clerk  of  any  court  of 
the  salne  dignity,  with  that  for  which  lie;  offers  himself.  They  shall 
be  removable  for  breach  of  good  behavior  by  the  court  of  appeals 
only,  who  shall  lie  judges  of  the  laet  as  well  as  of  the  law.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  membi  vs  present  must  concur  in  the  sentence. 

Sec.  11.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  and  sealed  with  the  state  seal,  and 
signed  by  the  governor. 

Sec.  12.  Tin  state  treasurer  and  printer  or  printers  for  the  com* 
monweakh,  shall  appointed  annually  by  the  joint  vote  of  both 
houses  of  the  general  assembly : Provided,  that  during  the  recess  of 
the  same,  the  governor  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  which 
may  happen  in  either  of  the  said  offices. 

article  y. — Concerning  Cmpeachmen's. 

Sec.  1.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeaching. 

Sec.  2.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  senate ; when  sit- 
ting for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion : No  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Sec.  3.  The  governor  and  all  civil  officers  shall  be  liable  to  im- 
peachment for  any  misdemeanor  in  office;  but  judgment  in  such 
cases,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  dis- 
qualification to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  this 
commonwealth  ; but  the  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  lia- 
ble and  subject  to  indictment,  trial,  and  punishment  according  to 
law. 

article  vi. — General  Provisions. 

Sec.  1.  Members  of  the  general  assembly  and  all  officers,  exe- 
cutive and  judicial,  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  ol  their 
respective  offices,  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : “I 
do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I willfcbe 
faithful  and  true  to  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  so  long  as  I 
continue  a citizen  thereof,  and  that  I will  faithfully  execute  to  the 
best  of  my  abilities,  the  office  of  according  to  law.” 

See.  2.  Treason  against  the  commonwealth  shall  consist  only  in 
levying  war  against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them 
aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless 
on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  his  ow'n 
confession  in  open  court. 

Sec.  3.  Every  person  shall  he  disqualified  from  serving  as  a go- 
vernor, lieutenant-governor,  senator,  or  representative,  for  the  term 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  who  shall  be  convicted  of 
having  given  or  offered  any  bribe  or  treat,  to  procure  his  elec- 
tion. 

Sec.  4.  Laws  shall  be  made  to  exclude  from  office  and  from 
suffrage,  those  who  shall  thereafter  be  convicted  of  bribery,  perju- 
ry, forgery,  or  other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors.  The  privilege 
of  free  suffrage  shall  be  supported  by  laws  regulating  elections, 
and  prohibiting,  under  adequate  penalties,  all  undue  influence 
thereon  from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practices. 

See.  5.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  pur- 
suance of  appropriations  made  by  law’,  nor  shall  any  appropria- 
tions of  money,  for  the  support  of  an  army  be  made  tor  a longer 
time  than  one  year  ; and  a regular  statement  arid  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money,  shall  be  published 
annually. 

Sec.  6.  The  general  assembly  shall  direct  by  law  in  what  man- 
ner, and  in  what  courts,  suits  may  be  brought  against  the  common- 
wealth. 

Sec.  7.  The  manner  of  administering  an  oath  or  affirmation 
shall  be  such  as  is  most  consiste  nt  with  the  conscience  of  the  de- 
ponent, and  shall  be  esteemed  by  the  general  assembly  the  most 
solemn  appeal  to  God. 

Sec.  3.  All  laws,  which  on  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  were'iii  force  in  the  state  ol  Virgi- 
nia, and  which  are  of  a general  nature,  and  not  local  to  that  state, 
and  not  repugnant  to  this  constitution,  nor  to  the  laws  which  have 
been  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  in 
force  within  this  state,  until  they  shall  be  altered  or  repealed  by  the 
general  assembly.  _ 

Sec.  9.  The  compact  with  the  state  of  Virginia,  subject  to  such 
alterations  as  may  be  made  therein  agreeably  to  the  mode  prescrib- 
ed by  the  said  compact,  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  this  consti- 
tution. 

Sec.  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  assembly,  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  decide  differences 
by  arbitrators,  to  be  appointed  by  the  parties  who  may  choose  that 
summary  mode  of  adjustment. 

Sec.  ll.  All  civil  officers  for  the  commonwealth  at  large, shall 
reside  within  the  state,  and  all  district,  county,  or  town  officers, 
within  their  respective  districts,  counties,  or  towns  (trustee  s of 
towns  excepted)  and  shall  keep  their  respective  offices  at  such 
places  therein,  as  may  be  required  bylaw:  and  all  militia  officers 
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snal!  reside  in  the  bounds  of  the  division,  brigade,  regiment,  batta- 
lion, or  company  to  which  they  may  severally  belong. 

See.  12.  The  attorney  genera!  and  oth-r  attornies  for  this  com- 
monwealth, who  receive  a fixed  annual  salary  from  the  public  trea- 
s-irv,  judges  and  clerks  of  courts,  justice*  of  the  peace,  surveyors 
of  lands,  and  all  commissioned  militia  officers,  shall  hold  their  re- 
spective offices  during  good  behavior,  and  the  continuance  oftlieir 
respective  courts,  under  the  exceptions  contained  in  this  consti- 
tution. 

Sec.  13.  Absence  on  the  business  of  this  state,  or  the  United 
States,  shall  not  forfeit  a residence  once  obtained,  so  as  to  deprive 
any  one  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  or  of  being  elected  or  appointed 
to  any  office  under  this  commonwealth,  under  the  exceptions  con- 
tained in  this  constitution. 

Sec.  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  assembly  to  regulate 
bylaw,  in  what  cases, and  what  deduction  from  the  salaries  of  pub- 
iw  officers  shall  be  made,  fur  neglect  of  duty  in  their  official  ca- 
pacity. 

Sec.  15.  Returns  of  all  elections  for  governor,  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, and  members  of  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  made  to  the 
secretary  for  the  ti  ne  being. 

Sec.  1(5.  In  all  elections  by  the  people,  and  also  by  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives,  jointly  or  separately,  the  votes  shall 
De  personally  and  publicly  given,  viva  voce. 

member  of  congress  nor  person  holding  or  exercising 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  either  of 
them,  or  under  any  foreign  power,  shall  be  eligible  as  a member  of 
the  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  or  hold  or  exercise  any 
office  of  trustor  profit  under  the  same. 

See.  18.  The  general  assembly  shall  direct  by  law  how  persons. 
%Vno  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  become,  securities  for  public  offi- 
*hip  ma^  ”e  re^eve(*  or  discharged  on  account  of  such  security- 


Sec.  2.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free 
governments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for 
their  p-  ace,  safety  and  happiness:  for  the  advancement  of  th<  se 
ends,  they  have  at  all  times  an  unalienable  and  indefeisible  right 
to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their  government  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  think  proper. 

See.  3.  That  all  men  have  a natural  and  indefeisible  right  to 
worship  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
sciences; that  no  man  shall  be  compelled,  to  attend,  erect,  or  sup- 
port any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against 
his  consent:  that  no  human  authority  ought,  in  any  case  what- 
; ever,  to  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience;  and 
that  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given  by  law,  to  any  Yeligious  so- 
cieties or  modes  of  worship. 

S c.  4.  That  the  civil  rights,  privileges,  or  capacities  of  any 
citizen  shall  in  no  wise  be  diminished  or  enlarged  on  account  of 
his  religion. 

S.  c.  5.  That  all  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

Sec.  6.  That  t lie  ancient  mode  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  held  sa- 
cred, and  the  right  thereof  remain  inviolate. 

Sec.  7.  That  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who 
undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  tire  legislature  or  any 
branch  of  government;  ami  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain 
the  right  thereof.  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and 
opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man,  and  every  citizen 
may  freely  speak,  write  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  respon- 
sible for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty. 

Sec.  8.  In  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investigai 
ting  the  official  conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a public  capacity', 
or  where  tie-  matter  published  is  proper  for  public  information, 
the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence.  And  in  all  indict- 
ments for  libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a right  to  determine  the  law 
and  tile  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other 


^ article  vu.— Concerning  Slaves. 

■Sec.  1.  The  general  assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  for 
the  emancipation  of  slaves  without  the  consent  of  their  owners,  or 
without  paying  their  owners  previous  to  such  emancipation,  a full 
equivalent  in  money, for  the  slaves  so  emancipated.  They  shall  have 
t»o  power  to  prevent  emigrants  to  this  state  from  bringing  with  them 
such  persons  as  are  deemed  slaves  by  the  laws  of  any  one  of  theU. 
States,  so  long  as  any  personof  the  same  age  or  description  shall  he 
continued  in  slavery  by  the  laws  of  this  state.  They  shall  pass  laws  to 
permit  the  owners  of  slaves  to  emancipate  them,  saving  the  rights 
of  creditors,  and  nreventing  them  from  becoming  a charge  to  any 
county  in  this  commonwealth.  They  shall  have  full  power  to 
prevent  slaves  being  brought  into  this  state  as  mercha-.dis  •.  Tin  y 
shall  have  full  power  to  prevent  any  slaves  being  brought  into  this 
state,  who  have  been  since  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  or  may  hereafter  be  imported  into 
any  of  the  United  States  from  a foreign  country.  And  they  shall 
Rave  full  power  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  to  oblige 
the  owners  of  slaves  to  treat  them  with  humanity,  to  provide  for 
them  necessary  cloathing  and  provision,  to  abstain  Iro  n all  injuries 
to  them  extending  to  life  or  limb,  and  in  case  of  their  neglect  or 
refusal  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  such  laws,  to  have  such 
slave  or  slaves  sold &>r  the  benefit  oftlieir  owner  or  owners. 

Sec.  2.  In  the  prosecution  of  slaves  for  felony,  no  inquest  by  a 
granujury  spall  be  necessary,  but  the  proceedings  in  such  prose- 
vCUtmns  shaH  be  regulated  by  law:  except  that  the  general  assem- 
bly shall  have  no  power  to  depnve  them  of  the  privilege  of  an  im- 
partial trial  by  a petit  jury'. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

Theseat  of  government  shall  continue  in  the  town  of  Fran 
tort,  until  it  shall  be  removed  by  law  : Provided,  however,  that  tw 
thu  ds  oi  all  the  members  elected  to  each  house  of  the  general  ; 
sembly,  shall  concur  in  the  passage  of  such  law. 


article  ix. — Mode  of  .devising  the  Constitution. 
When  experience  shall  point  out  the  necessity  of  amending  this 
constitution,  and  when  a majority  of  all  the  'members  elected  to 

each  house  of  the  general  assembly,  shall  within  the  first  twenty 
days  of  their  stated  annual  session,  concur  in  passing  a law  for  tak- 
ing the  sense  of  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth  as  to  the 
necessity  and  expediency  of  calling  a convention,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  several  sheriffs,  and  other  returning  officers,  at  the  next 
general  election  which  shall  be  held  for  representatives,  after  the 
passage  of  such  law,  to  open  a poll  for,  and  make  a return  to  the 
secretary,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  names  of  all  those  entitled  to 
Tote  for  representatives  who  have  voted  for  calling  a convention: 
and  if  thereupon  it  shall  appear  that  a majority  of  all  the  citizens 
of  this  state  entitled  to  vote  for  representatives,  have  voted  for  a 

r,Te,nt,0n!  U‘ ?e3er^  “bIy  direct  that  a similar  poll 
shall  be  opened,  and  taken  for  the  next  year ; a id  if  thereupon  it 
snail  appear,  that  a majority  of  all  the  citizens  of  this  state  emitted 
to  vote  for  repr;  sentati yes,  have  voted  for  a convention,  the  gene-l 
ral  assembly  shall  at  their  next  session  call  a convention,  to  consist! 
of  as  many  ni.  moers  as  there  shall  be  in  the  house  of  repivsenta- 1 
to  chosen  in  the  same  manner  and  propor-i 
tion,  at  the  same  places,  and  at  the  same  time,  that  representatives 
citizens  entitled  to  vote  for  representatives;  and  to  meet 
wit.nn  three  months  alter  the  said  election,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
adoptmg,  amending  or  changing  this  constitution.  But  it' it  shall 
V°te  ^either  year,  as  aforesaid,  that  n majority  of 
all  the  citizens  entitled  to  vote  for  representatives,  did  not  vote  for 
a convention,  a convention  shall  not  be  called. 

ARTICLE  X. 

That  the  general , great , and  essential  principles  of  liberty  and  free 
government , may  be  recognized  and  established,  ive  tied  are. 
bee.  1.1  fiat  all  free  men,  when  they  form  a social  compact, 
are  equal;  and  t.iat  no  man  or  set  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exeiu- 
sive,  separate,  pubhe  emoluments  or  privileges,  from  the  comm u- 
pity,  but  in  consideration  of  public  services,.  1 


cases. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  bouses, 
pap  a’s,  and  possessions  from  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches; 
and  that  no  warrant  to  search  any  place  or  to  seize  any  person 
or  things,  shall  issue  without  describing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
nor  without  probable  cause  supported  l>y  oath  or  affirmation. 

Sec.  10.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a 
right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  counsel;  to  demand  the  nature 
and  cause  of  the  accusation  against  him,  to  meet  the  witnesses 
face  to  faoe,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in 
bis  favor;  and  in  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information,  a 
speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage;  tliathe 
cannot  be  compel!  d to  give  evidence  against  himself,  nor  can  he 
be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  unless  by  the  judgment 
of  his  }»•  era,  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sec.  11.  That  no  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  offence,  be 
proceeded  against  criminally  by  informal  ion,  except  in  cases  aris- 
ing in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  the  militia  when  in  actual  ser- 
vice, in  time  of  war  or  public  danger,  by  leave  of  the  court,  for 
oppression  or  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Sec.  12.  No  person  shall,  for  the  same  offence,  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  his  life  or  limb,  nor  shall  any  man’s  property  be  taken 
or  applied  to  public  use  without  the  consent  of  his  representa- 
tives, and  without  just  compensation  beiqg  previously  made  to 
him. 

See.  13.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person  for  anv 
injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or  reputation,  shall 
have  remedy  by  the  due  course  of  law:  and  right  and  justice  ad- 
ministered without  sale,  denial  or  delay. 

Sec.  14.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  exercised, 
unless  by  the  legislature  or  its  authority. 

Sec.  15.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive 
fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted- 

See.  16.  That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  securi- 
ties, unless  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  pre- 
sumption great;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
shall  not  be  suspended, unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion 
the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

Sec*  17.  That  the  person  of  a debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong 
presumption  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison  after  deli- 
vering up  bis  estate  for  fhe  benefit  ofhis  creditors,  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  he  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  18.  That  no  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  con- 
tracts, shall  be  made. 

Sec.  19.  T hat  no  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony 

by  the  legislature. 

Sec.  20.  That  no  attainder  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  nor 
exoept  during  the  fife  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  estate  to  the 
commonwealth. 

Sec.  21.  That  the  estates  of  such  persons  a*  shall  destroy  their 
own  fives,  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  case  of  natural  death;  audit* 
any  person  shall  be  killed  by  casualty,  there  shall  be  no  forfeiture 
by  reason  thereof. 

Sec.  22.  That  the  citizens  have  a right  in  a peaceable  manner 
to  assemble  together  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those 
invested  with  llfo  powers  of  government  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances, or  other  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  address,  or  remon-  ’ 
strance. 

Sec.  23.  That  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear  arms  in  defence 
of  themselves  and  the  sfote,  shall  not  be  questioned. 

Sec.  24.  That  no  standing  army  shall  jn  time  of  peace,  be  kept 
up  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature,  and  the  military  sheU 
in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  strict  subordination  to  tile  civil 
power. 

Sec.  25.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  ia 
•any  house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war  , 
but  in  a manner  to  be  pr;  scribed  by  law. 

Sec.  26.  That  the  legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title  of  nobility 
or  hereditary  distinction,  nor  create  any  office,  the  appointment 
to  which  shall  be  for  a longer  term  than  during  good  behavior. 
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Sec.  27.  That  emigration  from  the  state  shall  not  be  pro- 
hibited. 

See.  28.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the  high  powers 
which  we  have  delegated,  w e declare,  that  every  tiling  in  this  ar- 
ticle is  excepted  cut  of  the  general  powers  of  government,  and 
shall  forever  remain  inviolate;  and  that  all  laws  contrary  thereto, 
or  contrary  to  this  constitution,  shall  be  void. 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  alterations  and 
amendments  made  in  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth,  awl 
in  order  to  carry  the  same  into  complete  operation,  it  is  hereby 
declared  a -1  ordained: 

Sec.  3.  That  all  laws  of  this  commonwealth  in  force  at  the  time 
of  making  the  said  alterations  and  ame.dmcnts,  and  not  inconsis- 
tent therewith,  and  all  rights,  actions,  prosecutions,  claims  and 
contract  »,■  as  well  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  corporate,  shall  con- 
tinue, as  if  the  said  alterations  and  amendments  had  not  been 
->nade, 

Sec.  2.  That  all  qffieersnow  filling  any  office  or  appointment, 
shall  continue  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices  or  appointments  for  the  terms  therein  expressed  unless  by 
this  constitution  it  is  otherwise  directed. 

Sec.  3.  The  oaths  of  office  herein  directed  to  be  taken,  may  he 
administered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  until  the  legislature  shall 
Otherwise  direct. 

Set*.  4.  .The  general  assembly,  to  he  held  in  November  next,  shall 
apportion  the  representatives  and  senators,  and  lay  off  the  state 
into  senatorial  districts  conformable  to  the  regulations  prescribed  la- 
this constitution.  In  fixing  tbqse.  apportionments,  and  in  esta- 
blishing those  districts,  they  shall  tr,lie  for  their  guide  the  enume- 
ration directed  by  law  to  be  made  in  the  present  year,  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  tax,  and  the  apportionments  thus  made,  shall 
remain  unaltered  until  the  end  ol  the  stated  annual  sessions  of  the 
general  assembly  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  three, 

_ Sec.  5.  In  order  that  no  inconvenience  may  arise,  from  the 
change  made  by  this  constitution,  in  the  time  of  holding  the  gene- 
ral election,  |t  is  hereby  ordained  that  the  first  election  for  gover- 
nor, Heuteiiant-govfri’.<n\  and  members  of  the  general  assembly, 
shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred.  The  persons  then  elected  shall  continue  in  office  dur- 
ing the  several  terms  of  service  prescribed  by  this  constitution, 
and  until  the  next  general  election,  which  shall  be  held  after 
th-.  ir  said  terms  shall  have  respectively  expired.  The  returns  for 
the  said  first  election  of  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  shall 
he  made  to  the  secretary,  within  fifteen  days  from  the  day  of 
election,  who  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  examine  and  count  the 
same  in  the  presence  of  at  least  two  judges  of  the  court,  of  ap- 
peals. or  district  courts,  and  snail  declare  who  are  the  persons 
thereby  duly  elected,  and  give  them  official  notice  of  their  elec- 
tion: ja  ui  if  any  personlPlhjiil  be  equal  and  highest  on  the  poll, 
the  said  judges  and  secretary  shall  determine  the  election  by 
lot. 

See.  6.  This  constitution,  except  so  much  thereof  as  is  therein 
otherwise  directed,  shall  not  be  in  force, until  the  first  day  of  June, 
fct  the  year  eighteen  hundred;  on  which  day  the  whole  thereof 
shah  takefuil  aud  complete  effect. 

Bone  jn  convention  gt  Frankfort,  the  seventeenth  day  of  Au- 
gust, one* thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  of 

*-  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, the  twen- 
ty-iburfh. 

AJ.J1XAN3ER  S.  BULLIT,  P.  C. 

Mpnbcr  from  Jefferson. 
Mason. 

Philemon  Thomas, 

Brackin. 

Philip  Buckner,’ 

Campbell. 

Thomas  Sandford, 

Clarke,  x 
Robert  Clark, 

B.  Hickman, 

Thomas  Marshal,  jun, 

Joshua  Baker, 

Mercer. 

Peter  Brunner, 

Join)  Adair, 

Thomas  Allen, 

Samuel  Taylor. 

Madison. 

Green  Clay, 

Thomas  Clay, 

William  Irvine. 

Montgomery* 

Jilson  Payne. 

Nelson. 

John  Rowan, 

Richard  Prather, 

Nicholas  ■ Minor. 

_ Shelbyt. 

Benjamin  Logan, 

Abraham  Qwe'n, 

Scott. 

William  Henry, 

Robert  Johnson. 

Woody,  rd. 

Cal  b Wallace, 

William  Si  **1. 

Washington, 

Felix  Gnu. dy, 

Robert  Abell’. 

Warren. 

Alexander  Davidson, 


Constitution  of  Tennessee. 

The  Constitution  of  the  state  of  Tennessee , unanimously  established 

in  Convention,  at  Knoxville , on  the  sixth  day  of  February,  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

We,  the  people  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  south  of 
the  river  Ohio,  having -the  right  of  admission  into  the  general  go- 
vernment, as  a member  state  thereof,  consistent  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  State  s,  and  the  act  of  session  of  the  state  of 
North  Carolina,  recognizing  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  do 
ordain  and  establish  the  following  constitution  or  form  of  govern- 
ment: and  do  mutually  agree  with  each  other  to  form  o'trv-lves 
into  a free  and  independent  state,  by  the  name  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee. 

ARTICLE  T. 

Section  I.  The  legislative  authority  of  this  state  shall  be  vested 
in  a general  assembly,  which  shall  "consist  of  a senate  and  house* 
ot  representatives,  both  dependent  on  the  people. 

II.  Within  three  years  a ft  *-r  the  first,  meeting  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  within  every  subsequent  t rm  of  seven  years,  an  enu- 
meration of  the  taxable  inhabitants  shall  he  made  in  such  a man- 
ner as  shall  he  directed  by  law;  the  number  of  representatives 
shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enumeration, .be  fixed 
by  the  legislature,  anportioned  among  the  several  counties,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  ut taxable  inhabitants  in  each  ; and  shall  never 
he  less  than  twenty-two,  nor  greater  thaw  twenty-six,  until  the 
number  of taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  forty  thousand;  and  after 
that  event,  at  such  ratio  that  thtj-whole  number  of  representatives 
shall  never  exceed  forty. 

III.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of 
making  the  enumeration  beforementioned,  be  fixed  by  the  legisla} 
ture,  and  apportioned  among  the  districts,  formed  as  hereinafter 
directed,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each, 
and  shall  never  be  less  than  one-third,  nor  more  than  one-half  of 
the  number  of  representatives. 

IV.  The  senators  shall  he  chosen  by  districts,  to  be  formed  by 
the  legislature,  each  district  containing  such  a number  of  taxa- 
ble inhabitants,  as  snail  be  entitled  to  elect  not  more  than  three 
senators.  When  a district  shall  he  composed  of  two  or  more  coun- 
ties, they  shall  he  adjoining,  and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in 
forming  a district. 

V.  The  first  election  for  senators  and  representatives,  shall 
commence  on  the  second  Thursday  of  March  next,  and  shall 
continue  for  that,  and  the  succeeding  day  ; and  the  next  election 
shall  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  of  August,  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  shall  continue  on  that  and  the 
succeeding  day ; and  forevtv  thereafter,  elections  shall  be  held 
once  in  two  years,  commencing  on  the  first  Thursday  in  August, 
and  terminating- the  succeeding  day. 

VI.  The  first  session  of  the  general  assembly  shall  commence  on 
the  last  Monday  of  March  next.  The  second  on  the  third 
Monday  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven.  And  forever  thereafter,  tin*  general  assembly  shall  meet 
on  the  third  Monday  of  September  next  ensuing  the  then 
election,  and  at  no  other  period,  unless  as  provided  for  by  this 
constitution. 

VII.  That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a seat  in  the  general  as- 
sembly unless  he  shall  have  resided  three  years  in  the  state,  and 
one  year  in  the  county  immediately  preceding  the  election,  and 
shall  possess  in  his  own  right  in  the  county  which  he  represents, 
not  less  than  twq  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  shall  have  attained 
to  th"  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

VIII.  The  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  when  assem- 
bled, shall  each  chose  a speaker  and  its  other  officers,  he  judges 
of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of  its  members,  and  sit  upon 
its  own  adjournments  from  flay  today,  Two-thirds  of  each  hon.se 
shall  constitute  a quorum  to  do  business:  but  a smaller  number 
may  adjourn  from  day  today,  and  may  be  authorised  by  law,  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members* 

IN.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings, 
punish  its  members  lor  disorderly  behaviour,  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  two  thirds,  expel  a member,  hut  not  a second  time 
fur  the  same  off  nee,  and  shall  -have  nU  other  powers  necessary  for 
tlie  legislature  of  a tree  slate. 

X.  Senators  and  reptesentatives,  shall  in  all  eases,  except  trea- 
son, felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from'  arrest  dur- 
ing the  session  of  the  general  assembly  and  in  going  to,  and  re- 
turning from  the  same;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

XI.  Each  house  may  punish,  by  imprisonment,  during  their 
session,  any  person,  not  a member,  who  shall  he  guilty  of  disre*- 

< sped  to  the  house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behaviour 
in  tlieis  presence, 

XII.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  ‘governor 
foV  the  time  being,  shall  issue  xvrits  of  election  to  fili  such 
vacancies. 

Xili.  Neither  house  shall,  during  their  session,  adjourn  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other  for  move  than  three  days,  nor  to 
any  other  jdace  than  that  in  which  if!e  two  houses  shall  be 
Sitting. 

XIV.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house.  hut  »ay  be  amended, 
altered,  or  rejected  hv  the  other. 

XV.  Every  hill  shall  be  read  three  limes,  on  three  different 
days,  in  each  house, and  be  signed  by  the  respective  speakers  lie— 
fore  it  becomes  a hyvv. 

XVI.  After  a bill  has  been  rejected,  no  bill  containing  the  same 
substance,. shall  be passed  into  a law  during  the  same  session. 

XV IL  The  stj le  ofthe  laws  of  this  stale  shall  be,  Be  it  enacted 
by  Ijff.  general  assembly  ofthe  state  of  Tennessee. 

XV]  II.  Each  house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  and 
publish  them  except  such  parts  as  the  welfare  of  the  state  may 
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require  to  lie  kept  secre  t.  And  the  yens  and  nays  of  the  mem- 
bers on  any  question,  shall  at  the  request  of  any  two  ol’ them,  be 
entered  on  the  journals. 

XIX.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  committees  of  the  whole, 
sliall  be  kept  open,  unless  when  the  business  shall  be  such  as  ought 
to  be  kept  secret. 

XX.  The  legislature  of  this  state  shall  not  allow  the  follow- 
ing- officers  of  government  greater  annual  salaries  than  as  fol- 
lows, until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
to  iv  it  • 

The!  governor  not  more  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The judg  iho  supreme  courts  not  move  than  six  hundred 
do  > 

The  secretary  not  more  than  four  hundred  dollars. 

The  treasurer  ortr  -asurefs  net  more  than  four  per  cent,  for  re- 
ceiving and  paying  out  all  monies. 

The  attorney  or  attorni-s  for  the  state  shall  receive  2 compensa- 
tion for  their  services,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  for  each  superi- 
or court  which  lie  shall  attend. 

No  member  of  the  legislature  shall  receive  more  than  one  dol- 
lar and  seyentv-fiv  cents  per  day,  nor  more  for  every  twenty-five 
Rules  he  shall  travel  in  gviing  to,  and  returning  from  the  general 
assembly. 

XXI.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  expropriations  miidi  by  law. 

XXII.  No  person  who  heretofore  hath  been,  or  hereafter  may  be 
a -oiiector  or  holder  of  public  monies,  shall  have  a seat  in 
either  house  of  the  gem- nil  assembly,  until  such  person  shall 
have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  all  sums  for  which 
he  may  be  accountable  oriiabl  . 

XXIII.  No  judge  of  any  court  oflaw  or  equity,  secretary  of 
state,  attorney  general,  register,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  or 
Person  holding  any  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
shall  have  a seat  in  the  general  assembly:  nor  shall  any  person  in 
this  state,  hold  more  than  one  lucrative  office  at  one  and  the  same 
time ; provided  that  no  appointment  in  the  militia,  or  the  of 
fiee  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  shall  be  considered  as  a lucrative 
office. 

XXIV.  No  member  of  the  general  assembly  shall  be  eligible  to 
any  office  or  place  of  trust,  except  to  tbe  office  of  a justice  of  the 
peace,  or  trustee  of  any  literary  institution,  where  the  power 
ol' appointment  to  such*  office  or  place  of  trust  is  vested  in  their 
own  body. 

XXV.  Any  member  of  eithe  r house  of  the  general  assembly, 
shall  have  liberty  to  dissent  from,  and  protest  against  any  act  or 
resolve  which  he  may  Chink  injurious  to  the  public,  or  any 
individual,  and  the  have  reasons  of  his  dissent  entered  oa  the 
journals. 

XXVI.  All  lands  liable  to  taxation,  in  this  state,  he'd  by  deed, 
grant,  or  entry,  shall  be  taxed  equal  and  uniform,  in  such  man- 
ner, that  no  one  hundred  acres  shall  be  taxed  higher  than  another, 
except  town  lots,  which  shall  not  be  taxed  higher  than  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  each : no  freeman  shall  be  taxed  higher  than  one 
hundred  acres,  and  no  slave  higher  than  two  hundred  acres,  on 
each  poll. 

XXVII.  No  article  manufactured  of  the  produce  of  this  state, 
shall  be  taxed  otherwise  than  to  pay  inspection  fees. 

ARTICLE  T T. 

I-  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  state,  shall  be  vested  in 
a governor. 

II.  Tbe  governor  shall  be  c-hosen  by  the  electors  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  general  assembly,  at  the  times  and  places  where  they 
Shall  respectively  vote  for  the  members  thereof.  The  returns  of 
every  election  for  governor  shall  be  sealed  up,  and  transmitted  to 
the  seat  of  government,  by  the  returning  officers,  directed  to  the 
speaker  of  the  senate,  who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a majority  of  the  members  of  each  house  of  the  general 
assembly.  The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes,  shall 
be  governor;  but  if  two  or  nioiv  shall  be  equal,  and  highest  in 
votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  governor  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
houses  of  the  general  assembly.  Contested  elections  for  governor, 
shall  he  determined  by  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

III.  He  shall  beat  least  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  possess  a 
freehold  estate  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  have  been  a citi- 
zen or  inhabitant  of  this  state  four  years  next  before  his  election, 
un.pss  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  of  this  state. 

IV.  I'he  first  governor  .shall  hold  his  office  until  the  fourth  Tues- 
day <w  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
and  until  another  governor  shall  he  elected  and  qualified  to  office; 
and  forever  after,  the  governor  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of 
two  ybaVs,  and  until  another  governor  shall  be  elected  and  quali- 
fied; but  shall  not.  be  eligible  more  than  six  years  in  any  term 
of  eight. 

V.  He  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of 

this  state,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall  he  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  Stay  s.  « 

^T-  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  after 
Conviction,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

VII.  He  shall,  nutated  times,  receive  a compensation  for  his 
services,  which  shall  not  he  increased  or  diminished  during  the 
period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

VIII,  He  may  require  information  in  writing,  from  the  officers 
in  the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  du- 
ties ol  their  respective  offices. 

IX.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  general 
assembly  by  proclamation,  and  shall  state  to  them  when  assem- 
bled, the  purpose  for  which  they  shall  have  been  convened. 

X,  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  shall  be  faithfully  executed. 

He  shall,  frtun  time  to  time,  give  to  the  general  assembly,. 


inmrmatkm  of  the  state  of  the  government,  and  recommend  to 
their  consideration  such  measures  as  be  shall  judge  expedient. 

XII.  In  ease  of  his  death,  or  resignation,  or  removal  Irom  office, 
the  speaker  of  the  senate  sliall  exercise  the  office  of  governor,  un 
til  another  governor  shall  be  qualified. 

XIII.  No  member  of  congress,  or  person  bolding  any  office  un- 
der tbe  United  States  or  this  state,  shall  execute  the  office  of  go- 
vernor. 

XIV.  When  any  officer,  the  right  of  whose  appointment  is  by 
this  constitution  vested  in  the  general  assembly,  shall,  din  ing  the 
recess,  die,  or  his  office  by  other  means  become  vacant,  the  gover- 
nor shall  have  power  to  fill  up  such  vacancy  by  granting  a tempo- 
rary commission,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature. 

XV.  There  shall  be  a seal  of  the  state,  which  shall  be  kept  by 
the  governor,  and  used  by  him  officially,  and  shall  be  called  the 
great  seal  of  the  star-  of  Tennessee. 

XVI.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  be  sealed  with  the  state 
seal,  and  signed  by  the  governor. 

XVI?.  A secretary  ol  this  state  shall  be  appointed  and  commis. 
siorujt  during  the  term  of  four  years.  He  shall  keep  a fair  regis- 
ter of  all  the  official  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  governor;  and 
shall,  when,  required  lay  the  same,  and  all  papers,  minutes  and 
vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  the  general  assembly,  and  shall 
perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  enjoined  him  by  law. 
ARTICLE  I . 

I.  Every  freeman  .of  tbe  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  upwards, 
possessing  a freehold  in  the  county  wherein  he  may  vote,  and  be- 
ing an  inhabitant  of  this  state,  and  every  freeman  being  an  in- 
habitant of  any  one  county  in  the  state,  six  months  immedi* 
ately  preceding  the  day  of  election,  sltall  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  general  assembly,  for  the  county  in  which  he 
shall  reside. 

II.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  or  breach 
of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at 
elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 

III.  Ail  elections  shall  be  by  ballot. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

I.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  im- 
peachment. 

II.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  senate.  When  sit- 
ting tor  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affir- 
mation. 

HI,  No  pevson  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  tbe  members  of  the  whole  house. 

IV.  The  governor,  and  all  civil  officers  under  this  state,  shall 
be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office;  hut  judg- 
ment, in  stioh  cases,  shall  not  extend  further  than  removal  from 
office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  pro- 
fit, under  this  state.  The  party  shall,  nevertheless,  in  all  cases,  be 
liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment  and  punishment,  according  tft 
law. 

ARTICLE  T. 

I.  The  judiciary  power  of  this  state  shalf  he  vested  in  such  su- 
perior and  inferior  courts  of  law  and  equity,  as  the  legislature 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  establish. 

II.  The  general  assembly  shall,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses, 
appoint  judges  of  tbe  several  courts  of  law  and  equity,  also  an 
attorney  or  attorni  s for  the  state,  who  shall  held  their  respective 
offices  during  good  behavior. 

III.  The  judges  of  the  superior  court  shall,  at  stated  times,  re- 
ceive a compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law, 
but  shall  not  be  allowed  any  fees,  or  perquisites  of  office, nor  shall 
they  hold  any  other  office  or  trust  or  profit  under  this  slate,  or  the 
States. 

IV.  The  judges  of  the  superior  court  shall  he  justices  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  goal  delivery  throughout  the  state. 

V.  The  judges  of  the  superior  ami  inferior  courts  shall  not 
charge  juries  with  respect  to  matters  of  fact,  but  may  state  the  tes- 
timony and  declare  the  law. 

VI.  The  judges  of  the  superior  courts  shall  have  power  in  all  ci- 
vil cases,  to  issue  writs  of  certiorari , to  remove  any  cause, or  a tran- 
script thereof,  from  any  inferior  court  of  record  into  the  superior, 
on  sufficient  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

VII.  The  judges  or  justices  of  the  inferior  courts  of  law  shall 
have  power,  in  all  eases,  to  issue  writs  of  certiorari,  to  remove  any 
cause,  or  a transcript  thereof,  from  any  inferior  jurisdiction  into 
their  court,  on  sufficient  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirma- 
tion. 

VIII. No  judge  shall  sit  on  the  trial  of  any  cause  where  the  parties 
shall  be  connected  with  him  by  affinity  or  consanguinity,  except 
by  consent  of  parties.  In  case  all  the  judges  of  the  superior  court 
shall  be  interested  in  the  event  of  any  cause,  or  related  to  all  or 
either  of  the  parties,  the  governor  of  the  state  shall,  in  such  case, 
specially  commission  three  men,  of  iaw  knowledge,  for  the  deter- 
mination thereof. 

JX.  All  writs  and  other  process,  shall  run,  In  the  name  of  the 
state  of  Tennessee;  and  bear  test,  and  be  signed  by  the  respective 
clerks.  Indictments  shail  conclude,  against  the  peace  and  dignity 
of  the  state. 

X.  Each  court  shall  appoint  its  own  clerk,  who  may  hold  his 
office  during  good  behavior. 

XI.  No  fine  shall  belaid  on  any  citizen  of  this  state,  that  shall 
exceed  fifty  dollars,  unless  it  shall  be  assessed  by  a jury  of  Iris 
peers,  who  shall  assess  the  tine  at  tbe  time  they  find  the  fact, 
if  tliev  think  the  fine  ought  to  be  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

XII.  There  shall  he  justices  of  the  peace  appointed  for  each 
county,  not  exceeding  two  for  each  captain’s  ^company  5 except  for 
the  company  which  includes  the  count}'  town,  which  shall  no:  ex- 
ceed three,  who  Shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior. 


478 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER APPENDIX  TO  VOL.  Ill 


ARTICLE  VI. 

There  shall  be  appointed  in  each  county,  by  the  county  court, 
one  sheriff,  one  coroner,  one  trustee,  and  a sufficient  number  of 
constables,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years.  They  shall 
also  have  power  to  appoint  one  register  and  ranger  for  the  coun- 
ty, who  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior.  The  sheriff 
and  coroner  shall  be  commissioned  by  tlie  governor. 

II. There  shall  be  a treasurer  or  treasurers  appointed  for  the  state, 
who  shall  hold  his  or  their  offices  for  two,  years. 

III.  The  appointment  of  all  officers,  not  otherwise  directed  by 
this  constitution,  shall  be  vested  in  the  legislature. 

ARTICLE  TIT. 

I.  Captains,  subalterns,  and  non  commissioned  officers,  shall  he 
elected  by  those  citizens,  in  their  respective  districts,  who  are  sub- 
ject to  military  duty. 

II.  All  field  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected  by  those 
citizens  in  their  respective  counties  who  are  subject  to  military 
duty. 

III.  Brigadiers-general  shall  be  elected  by  the  field  officers  of 
their  respective  brigades. 

IV.  Majors-general  shall  he  elected  by  the  brigadiers  field 
officers  of  the  respective  divisions. 

V.  The  governor  shall  appoint  the  adjutant-general;  the  majors* 
general  shall  appoint  their  aids;  the  brigadiers-general  shall  ap- 
point their  brigade-majors,  and  the  commanding-officers  of  regi- 
ments, their  adjutants  and  quarter-masters. 

VI.  The  captains  and  the  subalterns  of  the  cavalry  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  troops  enrolled  in  their  respective  compan  ies,  and 
the  field  officers  of  the  districts  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said 
^captains  and  subalterns,  provided  that  whenever  any  new  county 
is  laid  off,  that  the  field  officers  of  said  cavalry  shall  appoint  the 
captain  and  other  officers  therein,  pro  tempore,  until  the  company 
is  filled  up  and  completed,  at  which  time  the  election  of  the  cap- 
tains and  subalterns  shall  take  place  as  aforesaid. 

VII.  The  legislature  shall  pass  laws,  exempting  citizens,  be-* 
longing  to  any  sect,  or  denominatio'n  of  religion,  the  tenets  o* 
which  are  known  to  be  opposed  to  the  bearing  of  aims,  from  at 
tending  private  and  general  musters. 

ARTICLE  TUI. 

I.  Whereas  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  are,  by  their  profession, 
dedicated  to  God  and  the  care  of  souls,  and  ought  not  to  be  divert- 
ed from  the  great  duties  of  their  functions ; therefore  no  minister 
of  the  gospel,  or  priest  of  any  denomination  whatever,  shall  he  eli- 
gible to  a seat  in  either  house  of  the  legislature. 

II.  No  person  who  denies  the  being  of  God  or  a future  state  of 
rewards  and  punishments , shall  hold  any  offioe  in  the  civil  de- 
partment of  this  state. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

I.  That  every  person  who  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  to  any 
office  of  trust  or  profit,  shall,  before  entering  on  the  execution 
thereof,  take  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  this  state,  and 
$lso  an  oath  of  office. 

II.  That  each  member  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, shall,  before  they  proceed  to  business,  take  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation to  support  the  constitution  of  this  state,  and  also  the  fol- 
lowing oath : 

I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that,  as  a member  of  this 
general  assembly,  T will,  in  all  appointments  vote  without  favor, 
affection,  partiality,  or  prejudice,  and  that  I will  not  propose  or 
assent  to  any  bill,  vote  or  resolution  which  shall  eppearto  me  inju- 
rious to  the  people,  or  consent  to  any  act  or  tiling  whatever,  that 
shall  have  a tendency  to  lessen  or  abridge  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges, as  declared  by  the  constitution  of  this  state. 

III.  Any  elector  who  snail  receive  any  gift  or  reward  for  his 
vote,  in  meat,  drink,  money,  or  otherwise,  shall  suffer  such  punish- 
ment as  the  laws  shall  direct.  And  any  person  who  shall  directly 
or  indirectly  give,  promise,  or  bestow  any  such  reward  to  be  elect- 
ed, shall  thereby  be  rendered  incapable,  for  two  years,  t o serve  in 
the  office  lor  which  he  was  elected,  and  be  subject  to  such  further 
punishment  as  the  legislature  shall  direct. 

IV.  No  new  county  shall  be  established  by  the  general  assembly, 
which  shall  reduce  the  county  or  counties,  or  either  of  them,  from 
which  it  shall  be  taken,  to  a less  content  than  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  square  miles.  Nor  shall  any  new  county  be  laid  off,  of 
less  contents.  All  new  counties,  as  to  the  right  of  suffrage  and 
representation,  shall  be  considered  as  a part  of  the  county  or  coun- 
ties from  which  it  was  taken  until  entitled  by  numbers  to  the  right 
of  representation.  No  'oil!  shall  lie  passed  into  a law,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a new  county,  except  upon  a petition  to  the  general  as- 
sembly for  that  purpose,  signed  by  two  hundred  of  the  free  male 
inhabitants  within  the  limits  or  bounds  of  such  new  county  prayed 
to  be  laid  off, 

ARTICLE  X. 

I.  Knoxville  shall  he  the  seat  of  government,  until  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  two. 

II.  AH  laws  and  ordinances  now  in  force  and  use  in  this  territo- 
ry, not  inconsistent  with  this  constitution,  shall  continue  to  he  in 
force  and  use  in  this  state,  until  they  shall  expire,  be  altered,  or 
repealed  by  the  legislature. 

III.  That  whenever  two-thirds  of  the  general  assembly  shall 
think  it  necessary  to  amend  or  change  this  constitution,  they  shall 
recommend  to  the  electors,  at  the  next  election  for  members  to  the 
general  assembly,  to  vote  tor  or  against  a convention;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  that  a majority  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  state,  voting 
for  representatives,^  nave  voted  fora  convention,  the  general  assem- 
bly shall,  at  their  next  session,  cal!  a convention,  to  consist  of  as 
many  members  as  there  may  be  in  the  general  assembly,  to  be  cho- 
sen in  the  same  manner,  at  the  same  place,  and  by  the  same  elec- 
tors that  choose  the  genera!  assembly,  who  shall  meet  within  three 


mo  iths  after  the  said  election,  for  the  purpose  of  revising,  ament? 
ing  or  changing  the  constitution. 

IV.  The  declaration  of  rights  hereto  annexed,  is  declared  to  be. 
a part  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  and  shall  never  lie  violated 
on  any  pretence  whatever.  And  to  guard  against  transgressions 
of  the  high  powers  which  we  have  delegated,  we  declare,  that  eve- 
rything in  the  bill  of  rights  contained,  and  every  other  right  not 
hereby  delegated,  is  excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  govern- 
ment, and  shall  forever  remain  inviolate. 

article  ix. — Declaration  of  flights. 

I.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  afi  free  govern- 
ments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  their  peace, 
safety,  and  happiness,:  for  the  advancement  of  those  ends,  they 
have  at  all  times  an  unalienable  and  indefeisible  right  to  alter,  re- 
form or  abolish  the  government  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think 
proper. 

II.  That  government  being  instituted  for  the  common  benefit, 
the  doctrine  of  non-resistance  against  arbitrary  power  and  oppres- 
sion, is  absurd,  slavish,  and  destructive  to  the  good  and  happiness  of 
mankind. 

III.  That  all  men  have  a natural  and  indefeisible  ri  glit  to  worship 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience  ; 
that  no  man  can  of  right  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect  or  sup- 
port, any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against 
his  consent,  that  no  human  authority  can  in  any  case  w hatever  con- 
trol or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience  ; and  that  no  prefer- 
ence shall  ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  religious  establishments  or 
modes  of  worship. 

IV.  That  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a qualifica- 
tion to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  this  state. 

V.  That  elections  shall  he  free  and  equal. 

VI.  That  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

VII.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses 
papers,  and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures, 
and  that  general  warrants,  whereby  an  officer  may  be  commanded 
to  search  suspected  places,  without  evidence  of  the  fact  committed 
or  to  seize  any  person  or  persons,  not  named,  whose  offences  are 
not  particularly  described  and  supported  by  evidence,  are  danger- 
ous to  liberty, and  ought  not  tobegranted. 

VIII.  That  no  freeman  shall  be  taken,  or  imprisoned,  or  disseiz- 
ed of  his  freehold,  liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or 
in  any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  proper- 
ty, hut  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

IX.  That  in  alt  crii'nina!  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a right 
to  be  heard  by  himss  If  and  his  counsel,  to  demand  the  nature  and 
cause  of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  to  have  a copy  thereof; 
to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face;  to  have  compulsory  process  for 
obtaining  witnesses  in  iiis  favor ; and  in  prosecutions  by  indict- 
ment, or  presentment,  a speedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  the  county  or  district  in  which  the  crime  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted ; and  shall  not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  him- 
self. 

X.  That  no  person  shall,  for  the  same  offence,  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  his  life  or  limb. 

XI.  The  law's  made  for  the  punishment  of  facts  committed  pre- 
vious to  the  existence  of  such  law  s,  and  by  them  only  declared  cri- 
minal, are  contrary  to  the  principles  of  a free  government ; where- 
fore no  ex  post  facto  law  shall  be  made. 

XII.  That  no  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of  blood  or  for- 
feiture of  estate.  The  estate  of  such  persons  as  shall  destroy  their 
own  lives,  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  case  of  natural  death.  If  any 
person  be  killed  by  casualty,  there  shall  be  no  forfeiture  in  conse- 
quence thereof. 

XIII.  That  no  person  arrested,  or  confined  in  gaol,  shall  he 
treated  with  unnecessary  rigor. 

XIV.  That  no  freeman  shall  be  put  to  answer  any  criminal 
charge,  but  by  presentment,  indictment  or  impeachment. 

XV.  That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties, 
unless  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  pre- 
sumption great.  And  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion 
the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

XVI.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive 
fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

XVII.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open  ; and  every  man,  for  an  it* 
jury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have 
remedy  by  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice  administered 
without  sale,  denial,  or  delay.  Suits  may  be  brought  against  the 
state  in  such  manner,  and  in  such  courts  as  the  legislature  may  by 
law  direct,  provided  the  right  of  bringing  suit  be  limited  to  the  citi- 
zens of  this  state. 

XVIII.  T hat  the  person  of  a debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong 
presumption  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison,  after  deli- 
vering up  his  e state  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditor  or  creditors,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

XIX.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person 
who  undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  or 
of  any  branch  or  officer  of  government;  and  no  law  shall  ever  be 
made  to  restrain  the  right  thereof.  The  free  communication  of 
thoughts  and  opinions,  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man;  and 
every  citizen  may  freely  spedk,  write,  and  print  on  any  subject, 
being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that^feerty.  But  in  prosecu- 
tions for  the  publications  of  papers  investigating  the  official  con- 
duct of  officers  or  men  in  public  capacity,  the  truth  thereof  may 
he  given  in  evidence;  and  in  all  indictments  for  iibels,the  jury  shall 
have  a right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

XX.  That  no  retrospective  laws, or  law,  impairing  the  obligation 
of  contracts,  shall  be  made. 

XXI.  That  no  man’s  particular  services  shall  he  demanded,  or 
property  taken,  qr  applied  to  public  use,  without  the  consent  of 
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Iris  representatives,  or  without  just  compensation  being  made 
therefor. 

XXII.  That  the  citizens  have  a right,  in  a peaceable  manner,  to 
assemble  together  ior  their  common  good,  to  instruct  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment for  redress  of  grievances,  or  other  proper  purposes,  by 
address  or  remonstrance. 

XXIH.  1'hat  perpetuities  and  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  a free  state,  and  shall  not  be  allowed. 

XXIV.  That  the  sure  and  certain  defence  of  a free  pepole  is  a 
well  regulated  militia:  and,  as  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace  are 
dangerous  to  freedom,  they  ought  to  be  avoided  as  far  as  the  cir- 
cumstani  s and  saltty  of  the  community  will  admit;  and  that  in 
ail  cases  the  military  shall  be  kept  in  strict  subordination  to  the  ci- 
vil authority. 

. XXV.  That  no  citizen  in  this  state,  except  such  as  are  em- 
ployed in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  militia  in  actual  ser- 
vice, shall  be  subjected  to  corporeal  punishment  under  the  mar- 
tial law. 

XXVI.  That  the  freemen  of  this  state  have  a right  to  keep  and 
to  bear  arms  for  tlicir  common  defence. 

XXV11.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in 
any  house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war, 
but  in  a manner  prescribed  by  law . 

XXVIII.  That  no  citizen  of  this  state  shall  be  compelled  to 
bear  arms,  provided  be  will  pay  an  equivalent  to  be  ascertained 
by  law. 

XXIX.  That  an  equal  participation  of  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  is  one  of  the  inherent  rights  of  the  citizens  of  this 
state;  it  cannot,  therefore,  be  conceded  to  any  prince,  potentate, 
power,  person  or  persons  wliatever. 

XXX.  That  no  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges,  or  honors 
shall  ever  be  granted  or  .conferred  in  this  state. 

XXXI.  That  the  people  residing  south  of  French  Broad  and 
Holston,  between  the  rivers  Tennessee  and  the  Big  Pigeon,  are 
entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  and  occupancy  in  that  tract. 

XXXII.  That  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  this  state  be  ascer- 
tained, it  is  declared  they  are  as  hereafter  mentioned;  that  is  to  say: 
Beginning  on  the  extreme  height  of  the  Stone  Mountain,  at  the 
place  where  the  line  of  Virginia  intersects  it,  in  latitude  thirty-six 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north— running  thence  along  the  ex- 
treme height  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  place  where  Watauga 
river  breaks  through  it;  thence  a direct  course  to  the  top  of  the 
Yellow  Mountain,  where  Bright’s  road  crosses  the  same;  thence 
along  the  ridge  of  said  mountain  between  the  waters  of  Doe  River 
and  the  waters  of  Rock  creek  to  the  place  where  the  road  cross- 
es the  Iron  Mountain;  from  thence  along  the  extreme  height  of 
said  mountain  to  the  place  where  Noliehuky  river  runs  through 
the  same;  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Bald  Mountain:  thence  along 
the  extreme  height  of  said  mountain  to  the  painted  rock, on  French 
Broad  River;  thence  along  the  highest  ridge  of  said  mountain,  to 
the  place  where  it  is  called  the  Great-Iron  or  Smoky  Mountain; 
thence  alcng  the  extreme  height  of  said  mountain  to  the  place 
where  it  is  called  Unicoi  or  Unaka  Mountain,  betw  een  the  Indian 
towns  of  Cowee  and  Old  Cliota;  thence  along  the  main  ridge  of 
the  said  mountain  to  the  southern  boundary  of  this  state,  as  de- 
scribed in  the  acfof  cession  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States 
of  America;  and  that  all  the  territory,  lands,  and  waters,  B ing 
west  of  the  said  line,  as  before  mentioned,  and  contained  within  the 
chartered  limits  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  are  within  the 
boundaries  and  limits  of  this  state,  over  which  the  people  have  the 
right  of  exercising  sovereignty  and  the  right  of  soil,  so  far  as  is 
Consistent  with  die  constitution  of  the  United  States,  recognizing 
the  articles  of  confederation  the  bill  of  rights  and  constitution  of 
North  Carolina,  the  cession  act  of  the  said  state  and  ordinance  of 
the  late  congress,  for  the  gove  rnment  of  the  territory  northwest  of 
the  Ohio;  provided,  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  affect 
the  claim  or  claims  of  individuals,  to  any  part  of  the  soil  whieli  is 
recognized  to  them  by  the  aforesaid  cession  act. 

SCHEDULE. 

I.  That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  frain  a change  of  the  tem- 
porary to  a permanent  state  government,  it  is  declared,  diat  all 
rights,  actions,  prosecutions,  claims,  and  contracts,  as  well  of  indi- 
viduals as  of  bodies  corporate,  shall  continue,  as  if  ao  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  administration  of  government. 

II.  All  fines,  penalties  and  fbrfeitures,  due  and  owing  to  the  ter- 
toryof  the  United  States  of  America  south  of  the  river  Ohio,  shall 
enure  to  the  use  of  the  state.  AH  bonds  for  performance,  executed 
to  the  governor  of  the  said  territory,  slinll  be  and  pass  over  to  the 
governor  of  this  state,  and  his  successors  in  office,  for  the  use  of 
the  state,  or  by  him  or  them  respectively  to  he  assigned  over  to  the 
use  of  those  concerned,  as  the  case  may  be. 

III.  The  governor,  secretary,  judges;  and  brigadiers-general 
have  a right,  by  virtue  of  their  appointments,  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  United  States,  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices,  in  their  several  departments,  until  the 
said  officers  are  superceded  under  the  authority  of  this  con- 
stitution. 

IV.  All  officers,  civil  and  military,  who  have  been  appointed  by 

the  governor,  shall  continue  to  exercise  their  respective  offices 
until  the  second  Monday  in  June,  and  until  successors  in  office 
shall  be  appointed  u*nder  the  authority  of  this  constitution, and  duly 
qualified.  „ 

V.  The  governor  shall  make  use  of  liis  private  seal,  until  a state 
seal  shall  he  provided. 

VI.  Until  the  first  enumeration  shall  be  made,  as  directed  in  the 
second  section  of  the  first  article  of  this  constitution,  the  several 
counties  shall  be  respectively  entitled  to  elect  one  senator  and  two 
representatives:  Provided  that  no  new  county  shall  be  entitled  to 
separate  representation  previous  to  taking  the  enumeration. 

VII.  That  the  next  election  for  representatives  and  other  offi- 
cers, to  be  held  for  the  county  of  Tennessee,  shall  be  held  at  the 
house  of  William  Miles. 


\ XII.  Until  a land  office  shall  be  opened  so  as  to  enable  the 
citizens  south  of  French  Broud  and  Holston,  between  the  river* 
I ennesste  and  Big  Pigeon,  to  obtain  titles  upon  their  claims  of 
occupancy  and  preemption,  those  who  hold  land  by  virtue  of  such 
claims,  shall  be  eligible  to  sene  in  all  capacities  where  a freehold 
is  by  this  constitution  made  a requisite  qualification. 

Done  in  convention,  at  Knoxville,  by  unanimous  consent, on  the 
sixth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  the  twentieth.  In  testimony 
of,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT,  President. 


Blount  county. 
David  Craig, 

James  Greenaway, 
Joseph  Black, 

James  Houston, 

Samuel  Glass. 

Davidson  county » 
John  M'Naivy, 

Andrew  Jackson, 

James  Robertson, 
Thomas  Hardiman, 

Joel  Lewis. 

Sullivan  county. 
George  Rutledge, 
William  C.  C.  Claiborne, 
Richard  Gammon, 

John  Shelby,  jun. 

John  Rhea. 

Green  county. 
Samuel  Frazier, 

Stephen  Brooks, 
William  Rankin, 

Elisha  Baker, 

John  Galbreath. 

Jefferson  county . 
Alexander  Outlaw, 
Joseph  Anderson, 
George  Doherty, 

James  Roddye, 
Archibald  Roane. 

Sevier  county  . 
Peter  Bryan, 

Samuel  Wier, 

Attest, 


Spencer  Clack, 

John  Clack, 

Thomas  Buekenbam. 

Hcnvki  ns  cou  nty. 
James  Berry, 

Joseph  M‘Min, 

T homas  Henderson, 
WTilliam  Cocke, 
Richard  Mitchell. 

Si  ,nmer  county. 
David  Shelby, 

Isaac  Watson, 

W.  Douglass, 

Edward  Douglass, 
Daniel  Smith. 

Tennessee  county-. 
Thomas  Johnson, 
James  Ford, 

William  Fort, 
William  Prince, 
Robert  Prince. 

Washington  county. 
John  Tipfflh, 

Samuel  Handy, 
Lecroy  Taylor, 
Landon  Carter, 

Janies  Stuart, 

Knox  county. 
James  White, 

Charles  M‘Clung, 
John  Crawford, 

John  Adair. 


WILLIAM  MECHLIN,  Secretary. 

The  constitutions  of  Ohio  and  Lou- 
isiana, will  he  inserted  in  an  appendix  to 
he  issued  with  the  last  number  of  the  next 
volume — the  fourth. 


Released  Americans. 

Enough  (some  persons  may  suppose)  has  been  pub- 
lished on  impressments.  But  the  subject  is  fruit- 
ful in  incidents  that  deserve  to  be  recorded.  We 
have  made  the  broad  assertion,  that  there  is  no 
British  vessel  of  war  destitute  of  impressed  Ame- 
rican seamen,  be  her  station  where  it  may ; and 
solemnly  believe  the  fact.  The  policy  of  the  man- 
stealer  scattering  the  kidnapped  through  all  his 
ships  for  the  most  abominable  purpose  of  keeping 
their  friends  ignorant  of  their  fate.  Every  time 
that  the  bloody  cross  has  come  down  we  find  proof 
of  our  assertion — but  the  following  presents  us 
facts  that  should  always  be  remembered— these 
solitary  cases  have  been  nobly  avenged. 

6257  IMPRESSED  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Evidence  laid  before  Congress,  Jen.  15,1812, 
The  original  documents,  containing  the  name* 
and  particulars  of  each  seamen,  are  left  with  the 
printer,  where  any  doubting  American  may  call  and 
be  satisfied.  [JV.  T.  paper. 

I Beekman  Ver  Plank  Huffman,  of  the  town- of 
Poughkeepsie,  do  certify,  that  I am  a lieutenant  in 
the  United  States  navy  ; that  I was  on  board  the 
Constitution  frigate  in  the  action  and  capture  of  the 
Guerriere  ; that  after  such  surrender,  I was  sent  on 
board,  and  after  taking  out  the  crew,  fired  and  blew 
up  the  ship  ; that  eight  impressed  American  seamen 
were  among  the  crew  of  the  Guerriere,  who  were 
liberated  at  Boston.  I was  also  on  board  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  action  with  the  Java,  and  was  sent 
on  board  that  vessel,  and  after  the  crew  was  remov- 
| ed,  set  her  on  fire  and  blew  her  up.  Amongst  the 
1 crew  of  the  Java  thirteen  American  seamen  were 
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ound,  three  of  whom  had  entered  the  British  ser-j 
vice  and  were  left,  the  other  ten  were  liberated  as 
Americans. 

Dated  Poughkc-epsie , April  1 6,  1813. 

B.  V.  HOFFMAN. 

Duchess  county , ss. 

Richard  Tompkins,  being  sworn,  saith,  that  he  is 
a native  of  New-Paltz,  op'posite  Poughkeepsie,  that 
he  sailed  from  Wilmington  about  the  28 ih  of  April, 
1810,  on  board  the  Warren,  Wm.  Kelly  captain,  for 
Cork.  On  the  homeward  passage,  in  September  fol- 
lowing, he  was  impressed  and  taken  on  board  the 
Peacock,  a British  sloop  of  war,  and  compelled  to 
do  duty  : That  while  on  board  that  vessel,  he  made 
many  unsuccessful  attempts  to  write  to  his  friends 
informing  them  of  his  situation.  He  further  saich* 
that  after  he  heard  of  the  war,  himself  and  two 
other  impressed  American  seamen,  who  were  on 
board  the  Peacock;  went  aft,  to  the  captain,  claim- 
ed to  be  considered  American  prisoners  of  war,  and 
refused  to  do  duty  any  longer.  They  were  ordered 
off  the  quarter-deck,  and  the  captain  called  for  the 
master  at  arms,  and  ordered  us  to  be  put  in  irons  ; 
we  were  then  kept  in  irons  about  twenty-four  hours, 
when  we  were  taken  out;  brought  to  the  gangway, 
stripped  of  our  clothes,  tied  and  whipped,  each  one 
dozen  and  a half  lashes,  and  put  to  duty. 

He  further  saith,  that  he  was  kept  on  board  the 
Peacock,  and  done  duty  till  the  action  with  the  Hor- 
net— after  the  Hornet  hoisted  American  colors,  he 
and  the  other  impressed  American  again  went  to  the 
captain  of  the  Peacock,  asked  to  be  sent  below,  said 
it  was  an  American  ship,  and  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  fight  against  their  country.  The  captain  order- 
ed us  to  our  quarters  ; called  midshipman  Stone  to 
do  his  duty ; and  if  we  did  not  do  our  duty,  to  blow 
our  brains  out — “aye  ! ! aye  ! !”  was  answered  by 
Stone,  who  then  held  a pistol  to  my  head,  and  or- 
dered us  to  our  places.  We  then  continued  at  our 
places,  and  was  compelled  to  fight  till  the  Peacock 
struck ; and  we  were  liberated  after  an  impressment 
of  about  two  years  and  eight  months. 

his 

RICHARD  X TOMPKINS, 
mark 

Poughkeepsie,  April  17,  1813. 

Read  over  and  signed  in  the  presence  of 

Joseph  H arris, 
John  S.  Frear„ 

Duchess  county,  ss. 

James  Tompkins  being  sworn,  saith,  that  he  is  a 
native  of  Ulster  county,  opposite  to  Poughkeepsie  ; 
that  he  sailed  out  of  New-York  in  the  month  of  April 


1812,  in  the  ship  Minerva,  bound  to  Ireland ; (hat 
on  the  homeward  bound  passage  in  July  af.ev,  this 
deponent,  with  three  other  American  seamen.  Sum' l 
Davis,  IVm.  Young  and  John  Bvoitm,  were  i mores  d 
and  taken  on  board  the  British  ship  Acteon,  DaVid 
Smith  captain.  We  were  taken  on  Saturday  even- 
ing ; on  Monday  morning  we  were  brought  to  the 
gangway,  and  informed  we  must  enter  on  board  ship, 
and  live  as  the  other  seamen,  or  we  should  live  on 
oat-meal  and  water,  and  receive  five  dozen  lashes. 
This  deponent  says,  himself  and  the  other  three, 
impressed  with  him,  did  refuse  to  enter,  and  each 
of  them  were  whipped  five  dozen  lashes.  On  Wed- 
nesday following  we  were  again  all  brought  up,  and 
had  the  same  offer  made  to  us  to  enter,  which  we 
refused,  and  were  again  whipped  four  dozen  lashes. 
On  Saturday  after,  the  like  offer  w«s  made  to  us; 
and  on  our  refusal,  we  were  again  whipped  three 
dozen  lashes  each.  On  Monday  following,  still  re- 
fusing to  enter,  we  were  again  whipped  two  dozen 
each.  On  Wednesday  following,  we  were  again 
whipped  one  dozen  each,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
below,  and  put  in  irons  till  we  did  enter;  and  the 
captain  said  lie  would  punish  the  damn'd  Yankee  ras- 
cals till  they  did  enter.  We  were  then  put  in  irons, 

and  laid  in  irons  three  months. 

During  the  time  of  our  impressment,  the  ship 
had  an  action  and  captured  a French  ship.  Before 
this  action  we  were  taken  out  of  irons  and  asked  to 
fight,  but  we  refused ; and  after  the  action  we  were 
again  ironed,  where  we  remained  till  the  ship  arriv- 
ed at  London.  After  arriving  there  we  first  heard 
of  the  war  with  America,  and  that  (lie  Guerriere 
was  taken.  This  deponent  took  his  shirt,  Samuel 
Davis  and  Wm.  Young  took  their  handkerchiefs, 
made  stripes  and  stars  for  the  American  colors,  and 
hung  it  over  a gun,  and  gave  three  cheers  for  the 
victory.  The  next  morning  at  6 o’clock,  we  were 
brought  up  and  whipped  two  dozen  lasher  each  for 
huzzaing  for  the  Yankee  flag.  Shortly  after  this  we 
were  all  released  by  the  assistance  of  the  American 
consul  and  capt.  Hall,  who  knew  us. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  they  all  had  pro- 
tections, and  shewed  them,  and  claimed  to  be 
Americans,  at  the  time  thev  were  impressed. 

JAMES  TOMPKINS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  27th  day  of  April,  1813,  at 
which  time  the  said  James  Tompkins  shewed  me 
his  wrists,  which,  at  his  request,  I examined, 
there  appeared  to  be  marks  of  scars  on  both  of 
them,  occasioned,  as  I supposed,  from  his  hav- 
ing been  in  irons.  WM.  W.  BOGARDUS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace . 
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Editor’s  Introduction. 

On  presenting  this  addenda  to  the  third  volume  of 
the  Weekly  Register,  it  becomes  the  editor  to 
confess,  that,  as  a considerable  part  of  the  sheet  is 
devoted  to  substantiate  and  explain  certain  claims 
of  the  author  with  a view  to  his  emolument,  that  I 
have  been  indemnified  the  cost  of  publishing  it. 
Without  this  declaration  my  apparent  liberality 
might  have  been  questioned,  a3  being  improperly 
directed. 

Rut  the  mere  payment  of  this  cost  of  would  not,  of 
itself,  have  induced  me  to  present  the  sheet  to  my 
readers.  The  memoir  on  the  “origin  or  steam 
boats  and  steam  waggons,”  is  a most  interesting 
article.  It  describes,  with  great  simplicity  and 
effect,  the  beginning  and  progress  of  an  invention 
that  may  be  ranked  among  the  most  useful  with 
which  the  genius  of  our  countrymen  has  blessed 
mankind. 

Of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Evans’  claims  to  the  inventions 
hereinafter  described,  I know  nothing  further  than 
is  to  be  gathered  from  the  facts  stated — but,  born 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  former  residence  of  that 
gentleman,  and  being  familiar  from  my  childhood 
with  his  mechanical  character,  (if  the  term  may  be 
allowed)  I have  always  regarded  him  as  a man  of 
uncommon  genius,  with  great  strength  of  mind. 
My  earliest  recollections  point  him  out  to  me  as 
a person,  in  the  language  of  the  day,  that  “would 
never  be  worth  any  thing,  because  he  was  always 
spending  his  time  in  some  contrivance  or  another 
and  I well  remember,  when  a little  boy , to  have  heard 
him  say,  “the  time  would  come  when  the  powers 
of  steam  should  be  so  well  ascertained  and  so 
simply  applied,  that  the  very  old  women  would 
do  the  common  business  of  housewifery  with  it,” 
speaking  of  it  as  a matter  with  which  he  was  per- 
fectly acquainted.  I rejoice  that  the  prediction 
of  the  sceptical  who  oppose  all  improvements  and 
inventions,  as  “ innovations ,”  has  not  been  fulfilled : 
and  am  delighted  to  observe,  that  his  then  sup- 
posed strange  declaration,  has  been  so  far  ac- 
complished as  to  remove  all  doubts  of  its  most 
liberal  and  extended  practice. 

Columbian  Steam  Engine. 

o 

EXPLANATION. 

A,  the  boiler — B,  the  working  cylinder — C. 
the  lever  beam — D,  the  fly-wheel — E,  the  con- 
denser— F,  the  water-pump — G,  the  supply 
pump — H,  the  furnace — I,  the  chimney  flue — 
K,  the  safety-valve,  which  may  he  loaded  with 
100  or  \50lbs.  to  the  inch  area  ; it  will  never 
need  more,  and  it  must  never  be  fastened 
down. 

operation. 

The  boiler  being  filled  with  pure  water  as 
high  as  the  dotted  line,  and  the  fire  applied, the 
smoke  enters  the  centre  flue,  which  passes 
through  the  centre  of  the  water  to  ascend  the 
flue  I.  and  thus  acts  on  a large  surface. 


When  the  steam  lifts  the  safety-valve,  it  is 
then  let  into  the  cylinder  by  opening  the 
throttle-valve,  to  drive  the  piston  up  and  down, 
which,  by  rod  1,  gives  moti  onto  the  fly-wheel, 
and  wheel  2 gives  motion  to  a shaft,  passing 
through  the  posts,  to  turn  the  spindle  of  the 
rotary- valves  3,  8,  which  lets  the  steam  both 
off  and  on  the  cylinder  at  the  proper  time. 

The  steam  escaping  by  pipe  4,  curved  and 
immersed  in  the  water  in  box  E,  which  is  sup- 
plied by  pump  F,  it  is  condensed,  and  the 
water  formed,  descends  by  pipe  5,  into  supply 
pump  G,  and  is  forced  into  the  boiler  again  by 
pipe  6. 

But  boiling  decomposes  water  slowly  chang- 
ing it  into  air  incondensible.  Therefore  the 
shifting- valve  7,  is  necessary.  This  valve 
lifts  at  every  puff  of  steam,  and  a small  quan- 
tity of  air  escapes  ; and  it  shuts,  and  a vacu- 
um is  instantly  formed,  as  the  crank  passes 
the  dead  points. 

The  small  waste  of  water  may  be  supplied 
by  condensing  part  of  the  steam  rising  from 
the  condensing  water,  to  run  down  the  pipe  9, 
through  a hole  in  the  key  of  a stop-cock, 
parts  of  an  inch  diameter, — A small  hole  in- 
deed to  supply  a boiler  of  twenty  horses  power. 

No  sediment  can  accumulate  in  the  boiler, 
it  being  supplied  by  distilled  water.  There- 
fore it  will  last  much  longer,  and  require  less 
fuel  than  others.  Muddy,  limestone,  or  salt 
water,  or  the  juice  of  the  sugar  cane,  &c.  &,c< 
may  be  used  to  condense;  and  as  the  engine 
works  equally  well  while  we  boil  away  the 
condensing  water,  we  may  boil  for  salt,  sugar, 
&.c.  in  working  the  engine, — thus  using  the 
fuel  for  double  purposes. 

If  the  steam  be  confined  by  the  load  on  the 
safety-valve,  to  raise  its  power  to  100  pounds 
to  the  inch,  area  of  the  piston  and  the  cylinder 
be  nine  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  stroke  of 
the  piston  three  feet,  the  power  will  equal 
twenty  horses  hitched;  and  will  grind  20 
bushels  of  grain  per  hour,  or  £aw  5000  feefc 
of  boards  in  12  hours.  If  the  steam  he  con- 
fined by  150  pounds,  the  power  of  the  engine 
will  be  equal  to  30  horses,  when  the  steam  is 
shut  off  at  one  third  of  the  stroke,  and  strik- 
ing thirty-six  strokes  per  minute. — Double 
strokes  double  the  power. 

The  more  the  steam  is  confined,  and  tftfc 
shorter  it  be  shut  off  by  the  regulator  8,  the 
greater  will  be  the  power  obtained  by  the 
fuel.  F or  every  addition  of  30  degrees  heat 
to  the  water  doubles  the  power  ^ So  that 
doubling  the  heat  of  the  water  increases  the 
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power  about  10Q  times.  On  these  principles 
fuel  may  be  lessened  to  one  third  part  con- 
sumed by  other  engines.  This  engine  is  not 
more  than  one  fourth  the  weight  of  others ; 
is  more  simple,  durable,  and  cheap,  and  more 
suitable  for  every  purpose;  especially  for 
propelling  boats  arid  land  carriages.  It  re- 
quires no  more  water  than  the  fuel  will  eva- 
porate in  steam,  and  this  steam  may  be  em- 
ployed to  warm  the  apartments  of  factories  ; 
or  the  condenser  J3,.  could  be  used  as  a still 
to  distil  spirits;  or  a vat  for  paper  making, 
boiler  in  a brewery,  dye  factory,  Ac.  <kc. 

The  patent  right  now  belongs  one  half  to 
the.  subscriber,  Philadelphia;  one  fourth  to 
George  Evans,  Pittsburg  ; and  one  fourth  to 
L other  Stephens,  Lexington,  Ky.  Apply  to 
either  for  engines,  or  for  licenses  to  use  them. 

OLIVER  EVANS.' 


ON  THE  ORIGIN  Or 

Steam  Boats  and  Steam  Waggons. 


BY  O LI  not  EVAN'S. 


About  the  year  1772,  being  then  an  appren- 
tice to  a wheel-wright,  or  waggon-maker,  I la- 
bored to  discover  some  means  of  propelling 
land  carriages,  without  animal  power.  All 
the  modes  that  have  since  been  tried  (so  far 
as  I have  heard  of  them)  such  as  wind,  trea- 
dles with  ratched  wheels,  crank,  tooth,  &.c. 
to  he  wrought  by  men,  presented  themselves 
to  my  mind,  but  were  considered  as  too  futile 
to  deserve  an  experiment;  and  I concluded! 
that  such  motion  was  impossible  for  want  of 
a suitable  original  power. 

But  one  of  my  brothers,  on  a Christmas 
evening,  informed  me  that  he  had  that  day 
been  in  company  with  a neighboring  black- 
smith’s boys  ; who,  for  amusement,  bad  stop- 
ped up  the  touch-hole  of  a gun  barrel,  then 
put  in  about  a gill  of  water  and  rammed  down 
a tight  wad*— after  which  they  put  the  breech 
in  the  smith’s  fire  ; when  it  discharged  itself 
with  as  loud  a crack  as  if  it  had  been  loaded 
with  powder. 

It  immediately  occurred  to  me  that  here 
was  the  power  to  propcll  any  waggon,  if  I 
could  only  apply  it ; ■ and  I sat  myself  to  work 
to  find  out  the  means.  I labored  for  some 
time  Without  success.  At  length  a bbok  fell 
into  my  hands  describing  the  old  atmospheric 
ste  m engine,.  I was  astonished  to  observe 
that  they  had  so  far  erred  as  to  use  the  steam 
only  to  form  a vacuum  to  apply  the  mere  pres- 
sure of  the  atmosphere,  instead  of  applying 
the  elastic  power  of  the  steam  for  original 
motion;  the jpower  of  which  I supposed  irre- 
sistable.. 


I renewed  my  studies  with  increased  ard©*, 
and  soon  declared  that  I could  make  steam 
waggons , and  endeavored  to  communicate  my 
ideas  to  others;  but  however  practicable  the 
tiling  appeared  to  me,  my  object  only  excited 
the  ridicule  of  those  to  whom  it  was  made 
known.  But  I persevered  in  my  belief,  and 
confirmed  it  by  experiments  that  satisfied  me 
of  its  reality. 

In  the  year  1786  I petitioned  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  for  the  exclusive  right  to  use* 
my  improvements  in  flour  mills,  as  also  steam 
waggons,  in  that  state.  The  committee  to 
whom  the  petition  was  referred  heard  me 
very  patiently  while  I described  the  mill  im- 
provements, but  my  representations  concern- 
ing steam  waggons  made  them  think  me  in- 
sane. They,  however,  reported  favorably 
respecting  my  improvements  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  flour,  and  passed  an  act  granting  me 
the  exclusive  use  of  them  as  prayed  fob.  This 
act  is  dated  March , 1787.  But  no  no- 

tice is  taken  of  the  steam  waggons. 

A similar  petition  was  also  presented  to  the 
legislature  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Jesse  Hollings- 
worth, from  Baltimore , was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  hear  me,  and  report  on 
the  case.  I candidly  informed  this  committee 
of  the  fate  of  my  application  to  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  respecting  the  steam  wag- 
gons— declaring,  at  the  same  time,  without 
the  encouragement  prayed  for,  I would  never 
attempt  to  make  them ; but  that,  if  they 
would  secure  to  me  the  right  as  requested,  I 
would,  as  soon  as  I could,  apply  the  principle 
to  practice  ; and  I explained  to  them  the  great 
elastic  power  of  steam,  as  well  as  my  mode 
of  applying  it  to  propel  waggons.  Mr.  Hol- 
lingsworth very  prudently  observed,  that  the 
grant  could  injure  no  one,  for  he  did  not  think 
that  any  man  in  the  world  had  thought  of 
of  such  a thing  before:  he  therefore  wished 
the  encouragement  might  be  afforded,  as  there 
was  a prospect  that  it  would  produce  some- 
thing useful.  This  kind  of  argument  had  the 
desired  effect,  and  a favorable  report  was 
made,  May  21, 1787,  granting  to  me,  my  heirs 
and  assigns,  for  14  years,  the  exclusive  right 
to  make  and  use  my  improvements  in  flour 
mills  and  the  steam  waggons,  in  that  state, 
From  that  period  I ha  ve  felt  myself  bound  in. 
honor  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  produce  a 
steam  waggon,  as  soon  as  I could  conveniently 
do  it. 

In  the  year  1789, 1 paid  a visit  to  Benjamin 
Chandlee  and  sons,  ciockmakers,  men  cele- 
brated for  their  ingenuity,  with  a view  to 
induce  them  to  join  me  in  the  expence  and 
profits  of  the  project.  I shewed  to  them 
inv  draughts  with  the  plan  of  the  engine,  and 
explained  the  expansive  power  of  steam  ; all 
which  they  appeared  to  understand,  but  fear- 
ful of  the  expence  and  difficulties  at tendii) g ifo 
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declined  the  concern.  However  they  certified  could  find  no  one  willing  to  risque  the  e>: pence 
. t 3 - J 1 ' of  the  experiment. 

In  the  year  1785  or  6,  before  I had  petition* 


that  I had  shewn  to  them  the  drawings  and 
explained  the  powers,  &.c. 

in  t e same  year,  I went  to  Ellicott's  mills 
on  the  Patapsco,  near  Baltimore,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  persuading  Messrs.  Jonathan  EUicott 
and  brothers,  and  connections  (who  were 
equally  famous  for  their  ingenuity,)  to  join 
me  in  the  expence  and  profits  of  making  and 
using  steam  waggons.  I also  shewed  to  them 
my  drawings,  and  minutely  explained  to  them 
the  powers  of  steam.  They  appeared  fully  to 
comprehend  all  I said,  and  in  return  informed 
me  of  some  experiments  they  themselves  had 
made,  one  of  which  they  shewed  me.  They 


ed  the  legislatures,  I fell  in  company  with 
Mr.  Sam.  Jackson,  of  Redstone;  and  learning 
of  him  that  he  resided  on  the  western  waters, 

I endeavored  to  impiess  upon  his  mind  the 
great  utility  and  high  importance  of  si  com 
bouts,  to  be  propelled  on  them  ; telling  him 
that  I had  discovered  a steam  engine  so  pow- 
erful according  to  its  weight,  that  it  would, 
by  mean  I of  puddle  wheels  (which  I described 
to  him)  readily  drive  a vessel  against  the 
current  of  those  waters  with  so  great  speed 
as  to  be  highly  beneficial.  Mr.  Jackson  proves 
placed  a gun-barrel,  having  a hollow  arm,  that  he  understood  me  well,  for  he  has  lately 
with  a small  hole  on  one  siae  at  the  end  of;  written  letters,  declaring  that  about  twenty 
the  arm,  similar  to  Barker's  rotary  tube  mill,  six  years  before  their  date,  I did  describe  to 
as  described  in  the  books ; a gill  of  water  put  j him  the  principles  of  the  steam  engine  that  I 
into  this  barrel,  with  fire  applied  to  the  breech,  [have  since  put  into  operation  to  drive  mills, 
caused  the  steam  to  issue  from  the  end  of  the  [which  he  has  seen — and  that  I also  explained 
arm  with  such  force  as,  by  reaction,  to  cause j to  him  my  plan  for  propelling  boats  bv  ir.y 
the  machine  to  revolve,  as  I judged,  about  one ‘steam  engine,  with  paddle  wheels,  describing 
thousand  times  in  a minute,  for  the  space  of ! the  very  kind  of  wheels  now  used  for  this 
about  five  minutes,  and  w ith  considerable  force  j purpose  ; and  that  I then  declared  to  him  my 
for  so  small  a machine.  I tarried  here  two  I intention  to  apply  my  engine  to  this  partku- 
days  (May  10  and  11,  1789)  using  my  best  liar  object  as  soon  as  my  pecuniary  circun*- 
efforts  to  convince  them  of  the  possibility  and  [ stances  would  permit, 

-practicability  of  propelling  waggons,  on  good!  In  the  year  1800  or  1801,  never  having 
turnpike  roads,  by  the  great  elastic  power  of, found  a man  willing  to  contribute  to  the  ex- 
steam.  But  they  also  feared  the  .expence  and; pence,  or  even  to  encourage  me  to  risque  it 
difficulty  of  the  execution,  and  declined  the  [myself,  it  occurred  to  me  that  though  i was 
proposition.  Yet  they  heartily  esteemed  my  [then  in  full  health,  I might  be  suddenly  can- 
improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  flour,  and  j ried  off  by  the  yellow-  fever,  that  had  so  often 
adopted  them  in  their  mills,  as  well  as  recom-  j visited  our  city  (Philadelphia^  or  by  some 
mended  them  to  others.  other  disease  or  casualty  to  which  all  are  lia- 

In  the  same  year  I communicated  my  project  ble,  and  that  I had  not  yet  discharged  my 
T,d  ov-rklavno.d  rmr  *n,  debt  of  honor  to  the  state  of  Maryland  by 


and  explained  my  principles,  to  Levi  Hollings- 
worth, Esq  now  a merchant  in  Baltimore.* 
He  appeared  to  understand  them  ; but  also 
declined  a partnership  in  the  scheme,  for  the 
same  reasons  as  the  former. 

From  the  time  of  my  discovering  the  prin- 
ciplcs  and  the  means  of  applying  them,  I 
often  endeavored  to  communicate  them  to 
those  i believed  ini^ht  be  interested  in  their 
application  to  waggons  or  boats.  But  very 
few  could  understand  my  explanations,  and  I 

I certify  that  Oliver  Evans  did  about 


producing  the  steam  w aggon.  I determined, 
therefore,  to  set  to  w ork  the  hext  day  and 
construct  one.  I first  waited  upon  Robert  Pat- 
terson,  esq.  professor  of  mathematics  in  the 
university  of  Pennsylvania,  and  explained  to 
him  my  principles,  as  I also  did  to  Mr.  Qlmrles 
Taylor , steam  engineer,  from  England.  They 
both  declared  these  principles  to  be  new  to 
them,  and  highly  worthy  of  a fair  experiment, 
advising  me  without  delay  to  prove  them  ; in 
hopes!  might  produce  a more  simple,  cheap  and 
powerful  steam  engine  than  any  in  use.  These 


1 i • • puvvi/xiui  cu^uii;  tiAaii  y ill  udc,  J i.xjid 

the  year  1>89,  communicate  a project  to  me,  gentlemen  were  the  only  persons  who  had 


of  propelling  land  carriages  by  power  of 
steam,  and  did  solicit  me  to  join  him  in  the 
costs  and  profits  of  the  same. 

LEVI  HOLLINGSWORTH. 

Baltimore , November  16,  1812. 

I do  certify,  that  some  time  about  the  year 
1781,  31  years  ago,  Oliver  Evans,  in  con- 
versation with  me,  declared,  that  by  the  pow- 
er of  steam  he  could  drive  any  thing — wag- 
gons, mills  or  vessels  forward,  bv  the  same 
power,  &c.  ENOCH  ANDERSON. 

November,  15, 1812. 


such  confidence,  or  afforded  me  suelh  advice.  I 
also  communicated  my  plans  to  B.  H.  Latrobe , 
esq.  at  the  same  time;  who  publicly  pronounc- 
ed them  chimerical,  and  attempted  to  demon- 
strate the  absurdity  of  my  principles,  in  his 
report  to  the  Philosophical  society  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  steam  engines  ; in  w hich  same 
report  he  also  attempts  to  'shew  the  impossi- 
bility of  making  steam  boats  useful,  on  ac- 
count of  the  weight  of  the  engine ; and  I was 
one  of  the  persons  alluded  to,  as  being  seized 
with  the  steam  mania , conceiving  that  wag* 
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gons  and  boats  could  be  propelled  by  steam 
engines.  The  liberality  of  the  members  of 
the  society  caused  them  to  reject  that  part  ol 
his  report  which  he  designed  as  demonstrative 
of  the  absurdity  of  my  principles;  saying  they 
had  no  right  to  set  up  their  opinion  as  a stumb- 
ling block  in  the  road  of  any  exertions  to  make 
a discovery.  They  said,  I might  produce 
something  useful,  and  ordered  it  to  be  strick- 
en ou.  What  a pity  they  did  not  also  reject 
his-  demonstrations  respecting  steam  boats  ! 
for  notwitstanding  them,  they  have  run,  are 
now  running,  and  will  run:  so  has  my  engine 
and  all  its  principles,  completely  succeeded — 
and  so  will  land  carriages,  as  soon  as  these 
principles  are  applied  to  them,  as  explained 
to  the  legislature  of  Maryland  in  1787,  and  to 
others  long  before. 

In  consequence  of  the  determination  above 
alluded  to,  I hired  hands  and  went  to  work  to 
make  a steam  waggon,  and  had  made  consi- 
derable progress  in  the  undertaking,  when  the 
thought  struck  me  that  as  my  steam  engine 
was  entirely  different  in  form  as  well  as  in  its 
principles  from  all  others  in  use,  that  I could 
get  a patent  for  it,  and  apply  it  to  mills  more 
profitably  than  to  waggons ; for  until  now  I 
apprehended  that  as  steam  mills  had  been 
used  in  England,  I could  only  obtain  a pa- 
tent for  waggons  and  boats.  I stopped  the 
work  immediately,  and  discharged  my  hands, 
until  I could  arrange  my  engine  for  mills,  lay- 
ing aside  the  steam  waggon  for  a time  of 
more  leisure. 

Two  weeks  afterwards,  I commenced  the 
construction  of  a small  engine  for  a mill  to 
grind  plaister  of  Paris — the  cylinder  six 
inches  in  diameter,  and  stroke  of  the  piston 
eighteen  inches — believing  that  with  $ 1000  I 
could  fully  try  the  experiment.  But  before  1 
was  done  with  experiments,  I found  that  I 
had  expended  $ 3,700 — all  that  I could  com- 
mand. I had  now  to  begin  the  world  anew  at 
the  age  of  forty-eight,  with  a large  family  to 
support.  I had  calculated  that  if  I failed  in 
my  experiment,  the  credit  I had  would  he  en- 
tirely lost ; and  without  money  or  credit,  at 
my  advanced  age,  with  many  heavy  encum- 
brances, my  way  through  life  appeared  dark 
and  gloomy  indeed.  But  I succeeded  perfect- 
ly with  my  little  engine,  and  preserved  my 
credit.  I could  break  and  grind  300  bushels 
of  plaister  of  Paris,  or  12  tons,  in  24  hours; 
and  to  shew  its  operations  more  fully  to  the 
public,  I applied  it  to  saw  stone  on  the  side 
of  Market-street,  where  the  driving  of  twelve 
saws,  in  heavy  frames,  sawing  at.  the  rate  of 
100  feet  of  marble  stone  in  12  hours,  made  a 
great  shew,  and  excited  much  attention  1 
thought  this  was  sufficient  to  convince  the 
thousands  of  spectators  of  the  utility  of  my 
discovery  but  I frequently  heard  them  en 
quire  if  the  pcwercould  be  applied  to  saw  tim 


ber  as  well  as  stone,  to'  grind  grain,  propfdl 
boats,  &c.  and  though  I answered  in  the  af- 
firmative, I found  they  still  doubted.  I there- 
fore determined  to  apply  my  engine  to  all 
new  uses  to  introduce  it  and  them  to  the 
public. 

This  experiment  completely  tested  thtl  cor- 
rectness of  my  principles,  according  to  my 
most  sanguine  hopes.  The  power  of  m}r  en- 
gine rises  in  a geometrical  proportion,  while 
the  consumption  of  fuel  has  only  an  arithmeti- 
cal ratio ; in  such  proportion  that  every  time 
I added  one  fourth  more  to  the  consumption 
of  fuel,  the  powers  of  the  engine  were  doubled; 
and  that  twice  the  quantity  of  fuel  required  to 
drive  one  saw  would  drive  1 6 saws,  at  least ; 
for  when  I drove  two  saws  the  consumption 
was  8 bushels  fecal]  in  12  hours,  but  when 
twelve  saws  were  driven,  the  consumption  was 
not  more  than  10  bushels  ; so  that  the  more 
we  resist  the  steam  the  greater  is  the  effect  of 
the  engine.  On  these  principles,  very  light, 
but  powerful  engines,  can  he  made,  suitable 
for  propelling  boats  and  land  carriages,  with- 
out the  great  incumbrance  of  their  own 
weight,  as  mentioned  in  Mr.  Latrobe’s  de- 
monstrations. 

In  the  year  1 804, 1 constructed  at  my  works, 
situate  a mile  and  a half  from  the  water,  by 
order  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, a machine  for  cleansing  docks.  It 
consisted  of  a large  flatt,  or  scow,  with  a steam 
engine  of  the  power  of  five  horses  on  board, 
to  work  machinery  to  raise  the  mud  into  flatts. 
This  was  a fine  opportunity  fo  shew  the  pub- 
lic that  my  engine  could  propell  both  land  and 
water  carriages,  and  I resolved  to  do  it.  When 
the  work  was  finished,  I put  wheels  under  it ; 
and  though  it  was  equal  in  weight  to  two  hun- 
dred barrels  of  flour,  and  the  wheels  fixed 
with  wooden  axletrees,for  this  temporary  pur- 
pose, in  a very  rough  manner,  and  with  great 
friction,  of  course,  yet  with  this  small  engine 
I transported  my  great  burthen  to  the  Schuyl- 
kill with  ease ; and,  when  it  was  launched  in 
the  water,  I fixed  a paddle  wheel  at  the  stern, 
and  drove  it  down  the  Schuylkill  to  the  Dela- 
ware, and  up  the  Delaware  to  the  city,  leav- 
ing all  the  vessels  going  up  behind  me,  at 
least,  half  way ; the  wind  being  a-head^ 

Some  wise  men  undertook  to  ridicule  my 
experiment  of  propelling  this  great  weight  on 
land,  because  the  motion  was  too  slow  to  be 
useful.  I silenced  them  by  answering,  that 
I would  make  a carriage,  to  be  propelled  by 
steam,  for  a bet  of  $3000,  to  run  upon  a level 
road  against  the  swiftest  horse  they  would 
produce.  I was  then  as  confident,  as  I am  now, 
that  such  velocity  could  be  given  to  carriages. 

Having  no  doubt  of  the  great  utility  of 
steam  carriages  on  good  turnpike  road with 
proper  arrangements  for  supplying  them  with 
water  and  fuel,  and  believing  that  all  turnpike 
• • 
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companies  were  deeply  interested  in  putting 
them  into  operation,  because  they  would 
smooth  and  mend  the  roads,  instead  of  injur- 
ing them  as  the  Inarrow  wheels  do,  on  the 
26th  of  September,  1804,  I submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Lancaster  turnpike  com- 
pany, a statement  of  the  costs  and  profits  of  a 
steam  carriage  to  carry  100  barrels  of  flour, 
50  miles  in  24  hours — tending  to  shew,  that 
one  such  steam  carriage  would  make  more 
nett  profits  than  10  waggons  drawn  by  five 
horses  each,  on  a good  turnpike  road,  and  of- 
fering to  build  such  a carriage  at  a very  low 
price.  My  address  closed  as  follows  : 

“It  is  too  much  for  an  individual  to  put  in 
operation,  every  improvement  which  lie  may 
invent. 

“I  have  no  doubt  but  that  my  engines  will 
propell  boats  against  thecurrent  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  waggons  on  turnpike  roads,  with 
great  profit.  I now  call  upon  those  whose  in- 
terest it  is,  to  carry  this  invention  into  effect 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your 
consideration.” 

In  the  year  1805,  I published  a book  de- 
scribing the  principles  of  my  steam  engine, 
with  directions  for  working  it,  when  applied 
to  propell  boats  against  thecurrent  of  the  J/h?- 
sissippi,  and  carriages  on  turnpike  roads. 
And  I am  still  willing  to  make  a steam  carri- 
age that  will  run  15  miles  an  hour,  on  good  le- 
vel rail  ways,  on  condition  that  I have  double 
price  if  it  shall  run  with  that  velocity  - and 
nothing  for  it,  if  it  shall  not  come  up  to  that 
velocity.  What  can  an  inventor  do  more  than 
to  insure  the  performance  of  his  inventions  ? 
Or,  I will  make  the  engine  and  apparatus,  at  a 
fair  price,  and  warrant  its  utility  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  heavy  burthens  on  good 
turnpike  roads. 

I feel  it  just  to  declare  that,  with  Mr.  La- 
trobe , I myself  did  believe,  that  with  the  pon- 
derous and  feeble  steam  engine,  now  used  in 
boats,  they  could  never  be  made  useful  in 
competition  with  sail  boats,  or  to  ascend  the 
Mississippi , esteeming  the  current  more  pow- 
ful  than  it  is.  But  I rejoice  that,  with  him  I 
have  been  mistaken  ; for  I have  lived  to  see 
boats  succeed  well  with  those  engines ; and  I 
still  hope  to  see  them  so  completely  excelled 
and  out-run  by  using  my  engines,  as  to  induce 
the  proprietors  to  exchange  the  old  for  the 
new,  more  cheap  and  more  powerful  princi- 
ples. 

I have  been  highly  delighted  in  reading  a 
correspondence  between  John  Stevens , esq. 
and  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  New-  York,  for  fixing  on  the  scite  of 
the  great  canal  proposed  to  be  cut  in  that 
state.  Mr.  Stevens  has  taken  a most  com- 
prehensive and  very  ingenious  view  of  this 
important  subject,  and  his  plan  of  rail-ways 
for  the  carriages  to  run  upon,  removes  all  the 


difficulties  that  remained.  I have  had  the 
pleasure,  also,  of  hearing  gentlemen  of  the 
keenest  penetration,  and  of  great  mechanical 
and  philosophical  talents,  freely  give  into  the 
belief  that  steam  carriages  will  become  very 
useful.  Mr.  John  Ellicot  (of  John)  proposed 
to  make  roads  of  substances,  such  as  the  best 
turnpikes  are  made  with,  with  a path  for  each 
wheel  to  run  on,  having  a rail-way  on  posts 
in  the  middle  to  guide  the  tongue  of  the  wag- 
gon, and  to  prevent  any  other  carriage  from 
travelling  on  it.  Then,  if  the  wheels  v.eve 
made  broad  and  the  paths  smooth,  there  would 
be  very  little  wear.  Such  roads  might  be 
cheaply  made ; they  would  last  a long  time 
and  require  very  little  repair.  Such  roads, 
1 1 am  inclined  to  believe,  ought  to  be  preferred, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  those  proposed  by  Mr. 
Stevens  ; as  two  ways  could  be  made,  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  for  the  same  expense  as 
one  could  be  with  wood.  But  either  of  the 
modes  would  answer  the  purpose,  and  the 
carriages  might  travel  by  night  as  well  as  in 
the  day. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  obstinate  oppo- 
sition that  has  been  made  by  a great  majori- 
ty to  every  step  towards  improvement ; from 
bad  roads  to  turnpikes,  from  turnpikes  to  ca- 
nals, from  canals  to  rail-ways  for  horse  car- 
riages, it  is  too  much  to  expect  the  monstrous 
leap  from  bad  roads  to  rail-ways  for  steam  car- 
riages, at  once.  One  step  in  a generation  is 
all  that  we  can  hope  for.  If  the  present  shall 
adopt  canals,  the  next  may  try  the  rail-ways 
with  horses,  and  the  third  generation  use  the 
steam  carriages. 

But  why  may  not  the  present  generation, 
who  have  already  good  turnpikes,  make  the 
experiment  of  using  steam  carriages  upon 
them?  They  will  assuredly  effect  the  move- 
ment of  heavy  burthens,  with  a slow  motion, 
of  two  and  a half  miles  an  hour ; and  as  their 
progress  need  not  be  interrupted,  they  may 
travel  fifty  or  sixty  miles  in  the  24  hours. — - 
This  is  all  that  I hope  to  see  in  my  time,  and 
though  I never  expect  to  be  concerned  in  any 
business  requiring  the  regular  transportation 
of  heavy  burthens,  [on  land]  because  if  I am 
connected  in  the  affairs  ofamillit  shall  be  dri- 
ven by  steam,  and  placed  on  some  navigable 
water,  to  save  land  carriage — yeti  certainly  in- 
tend as  soon  as  I can  make  it  convenient,  to 
build  a steam  carriage  that  will  run  on  good 
turnpike  roads,  on  my  own  account,  if  no 
other  person  will  engage  in  it;  and  I do  verily 
believe  that  the  time  will  come  when  carnages 
propelled  by  steam  mil  be  in  general  use , as 
well  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  as 
goods,  travelling  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  miles 
an  hour,  or  300  miles  per  day. 

It  appears  necessary  to  give  the  reader 
some  idea  of  the  principles  of  the  steam  en- 
gine which  is  to  produce  such  novel  and 
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strange  effects;  and  this  I will  endeavor  to  dot 
la  as  few  words  as  I can,  by  shewing  the  extent! 
to  which  the  principles  are  applied  already 

To  make  steam  as  irresistable,  or  powerful 
as  gunpowder,  we  have  only  to  confine  and 
increase  the  heat  by  fuel  to  the  boiler.  A 
steam  engine  with  a working  cylinder  only 
nine,  inches  in  diameter,  and  a stroke  of  tlfe 
piston  three  feet,  will  exert  a power  sufficient 
to  lift  from  3,000  to  10,000  pounds  perpendi- 
cularly, two  and  a half  miles  per  hour.  This 
power  applied  to  propel!  a carriage  on  level 
roads  or  rail-ways,  would  drive  a very  great 
weight  with  much  velocity,  before  the  friction 
of  the  axle-tree  orresistanee  of  the  atmosphere 
Would  balance  it. 

This  is  not  speculative  theory.  The  prin- 
ciples are  now  in  practice,  driving  a saw-mill 
at  Mctnchacks  on  the  Mississippi ; two  at 
Natchez , one  of  which  is  capable  of  sawing 
5000  feet  of  boards  in  12  hours;  a mill  at 
Pittsburgh,  able  to  grind  20  bushels  of  grain 
per  hour ; one  at  Marrietta  of  equal  powers ; 
one  at  Lexington,  (Ky.)  of  the  same  powers; 
one,  a paper  mill,  of  the  same ; one  of  one 
fourth  the  power  at  Pittsburgh ; one  at  the 
sc  me  place  of  3i  times  the  power,  for  the 
forge,  and  for  rolling  and  splitting  sheet  iron ; 
one  of  the  power  of  21  horses  at  Middletown, 
(Con.)  driving  the  machinery  of  a cloth  manu- 
factory; two  at  Philadelphia  of  the  power  of 
live  or  six  horses,  and  many  making  for  dif- 
ferent purposes;  the  principles  applying  to 
all  purposes  where  power  is  wanted. 

OLIVER  EVANS. 
Ellicotfs  Mills  on  the  Patapsco, 

Nov.  13,  lb  12. 


Anew  FI  re  Engine. — Makeasmall  engine  of 
tin  and  leather,  to  contain  one  cubit  foot,  or  6 
gallons  of  water,  which  weighs  62^-  lbs.  with 
a piston  to  project  the  water  through  a pipe 
to  he  guided  by  the  hand.  This  may  be  car- 
ried by  a man  on  his  breast,  hung  by  straps 
round  his  heck  and  must  have  two  stirrups 
pending  from  the  lower  end  of  the  piston  rod. 

Fifty  men  thus  equipped,  who  would  on  an 
alarm,  proceed  immediately  to  the  lire,  and  on 
their  way  fill  their  engines  and  ascend  to  the 
roof,  or  upper  loft,  or  as  the  case  may  be,  to 
come  near  the  fire  ; then  by  stooping  and  put- 
ting their  feet  in  the  stirrups,  and  straight- 
ening themselves,  they  might  exert  such  force 
as  to  eject  the  water  thirty  feet,  horizon- 
tally, or  fifteen  feet  perpendicularly,  to  strike 
the  burning  materials.  Three  hundred  gal- 
lons of  water,  early  applied  and  so  immedi- 
ately powerful  to  the  spot  wanting  it,  would 
extinguish  most  fires  before  the  great  engines 
could  get  into  play.  But  the  great  engines 
must  be  preserved,  and  used  on  other  occa- 
sion. O.  E. 


Extract  from  the  ( Philadelphia ) Democratic 
Press  of  January  23,  1813. 

“An  experiment  was  lately  made  in  Charles 
River,  near  Boston,  to  shew  the  velocity  of  a 
steam  boat,  constructed  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers,  <kc.  in  the  Middlesex  canal.  The 
boat  was  driven  seven  miles  and  six  furlongs 
in  sixty  minutes;  and  there  is  no  doubt  by 
the  best  informed  that  it  will  go  nine  miles.” 
The  steam  engine  in  the  said  boat  was  con- 
structed by  Oliver  Evans  on  his  improved 
principles  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  propel- 
ling boats  and  land  carriages  ; and  which  he 
is  convinced,  will  propel  boats  ten  miles  ana 
upwards  per  hour,  through  still  water. 


Of  the  Mill  Improvements. 

THE  FOI.CO WITTS  PETITION  WAS  PRESENTED  AT  THE  15T 
session  of  9th  CONGRESS — 1807 — 8. 

To  the  honorable  the 


Congj'ess  of  the  V.  States. 

The  petition  of  Oliver  Evans  humbly 


the  progress  of  the  useful  arts,”  obtained  a pa- 
tent for  his  improvements  in  the  art  of  manu- 
facturing flour  and  meal,  well  known  to  bfc 
useful  in  this  country. 

That  relying  on  the  validity  of  his  said  pa- 
tent, your  petitioner  expended  much  in  pub- 
lishing and  disseminating  his  said  improve- 
ments, travelling  either  himself  or  bv  his. 
agents,  for  13  years  in  the  United  States,  from 
state  to  state,  and  from  mill  to  mill,  to  instruct 
workmen  to  make,  and  millers  to  use  his  said 
improvements.  And  in  this  way  has  been 
expended  the  small  fees  which  he  received 
from  those  who  have  generously  and  freely 
paid  for  his  license  to  use  his  said  improve* 
ments.  That  many  others  have,  without  his 
license,  and  contrary  to  the  true  intent  of  the 
said  act,  constructed  and  used  his  said  im- 
provements, and  continue  to  withhold  from 
your  petitioner,  all  the  profits  of  his  labors  as 
well  as  all  the  rewards  which  the  said  act  con- 
templated to  secure  to  him  for  his  useful  dis- 
covery. 

Y our  petitioner  did  appeal  to  the  laws  for 
redress  against  these  intruders  of  his  rights, 
and  a case  being  brought  before  the  honorable 
the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Pennsylvania  district,  he  there 
pleading  his  exclusive  right  to  his  improve- 
ments by  virtue  of  his  patent : But  the  validi- 
ty of  his  patent  was  there  and  then  disputed 
by  the  defendants,  and  after  a patient  hearing 
ofthe  arguments  on  both  sides,  and  a full  in- 
vestigation having  been  made,  the  honorable 
judges  did  unanimously  agree  in  a decision, 
that  your  petitioner’s  patent  being  deficient  in 
form,  is  insufficient,  invalid  and  void  of  itself, 
and  thus  your  petitioner,  without  any  fault  on 
his  part,  is  deprived  of  all  means  of  recover- 
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ing  what  is  so  justly  due  to  him.  The  above 
decision  having  been  made  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  23d  day  of  October,  1807,  your  petition- 
fee’s  counsel  instructed  him  to  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  obtain  a good  patent  tor  his  said 
improvements,  to  be  of  due  form  and  good  in 
law,  to  which  your  petitioner  is  justly  enti- 
tled, having -on  his  part,  in  the  first  instance, 
performed  all  that  was  required  of  him  by  the  j January  21,  1808 


or  have  erected  the  same  for  use,  before  the 
issuing  of  tire  said  patent,  shall  be  liable  to 
damages  therefor. 

J.  R.  VAfcNU M, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

GEO.  CLINTON, 

Vice-President;  of  the  United  States , and 
President  of  the  Senate.  • 


said  act ; but  has  never  received  a patent  se- 
curing to  him  his  rights  as  intended  by  the 
said  act.  Your  petitioner  proceeding  accord- 
ingly, has  paid  thirty  dollars  into  thetreasury 
of  the  United  States,  presented  his  petition  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  filed  specifications,  ex- 
planations and  drawings  of  his  original  im- 
provements, including  also  the  additional  im- 
provements that  he  has  made  thereon,  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  agreeably  to  the 
said  act.  But,  to  the  great  disappointment  and 
mortification  of  your  petitioner,  the  secretary 
of  state  is  of  opinion,  that  lie  is  not  authorised 
to  grant  the  patent,  and  your  petitioner  is  left 
without  remedy.  Y our  petitioner  prays  that 
the  secretary  of  state  be  authorised  to  grant 
the  patent,  or  such  other  relief  as  the  justice  of 
his  case,  and  the  utility  of  his  improvements 
merit,  and  the  public  good  require — such  as 
you  in  your  wisdom  shall  deem  right:  and 
your  petitioner  will,  as  he  shall  be  enabled, 
and  it  may  become  his  interest,  put  in  opera- 
tion other  more  useful  improvements  by  him 
invented  and  discovered:  part  of  which  he  at- 
tempted to  make  known  some  time  ago,  by 
publishing  their  principles  in  anew  work. 

(Signed)  OLIVER  EVANS. 


Approved,  TH.  JEFFERSON- 

[Laws  of  the  U.  States — vol.  9,  chap.  xiii.  p.  20.] 

^ ,,  . rp  Circuit  cmirt  for  the  4th 

Olivek  Vlamtiff,  drc,(ft  „f  Jthe  XJvMi 

vs.  Slates,  J Maryland  din- 

-p.  c,.  i l net,  November  term, 
Samuel  Robinson,  Def’t.J 

This  was  an  action  on  the  the  case,  for  the 


AN  ACT  FOR  THF.  HF.LIEF  OF  OLIVER  EVANS. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, in  Congress  assembled,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  state  on 
application  in  writing  by  Oliver  Evans,  to 
cause  letters  patent  to  be  made  out  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  act  entitled,  “An  act 
to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose,” thereby  granting  to  said  Oliver  Evans, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  as- 
signs, for  a term  not  exceeding  fourteen  years, 
the  full  and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of 
making,  constructing,  using,  and  vending  to 
be  used,  his  invention,  discovery  and  improve- 
ments in  the  art  of  manufacturing:  flour  and 


infringement  of  a patent  right. 

The  declaration  contained  four  counts— 
the  first  recited  the  substance  of  the  act  of 
congress,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Oliver  Evans,”  passed  21st.  January,  1808 ; of 
the  petition  of  the  patentee  to  the  secretary  of 
state;  of  the  specification  and  description  of 
the  invention  annexed  to  the  petition,  and 
of  the  letters  patent  and  schedule  making 
part  thereof.  It  also  contained  a concise 
statement  of  the  plaintiff  ’s  improvements  in 
the  art  of  manufacturing  flour  and  meal  ; 
which  comprehend  certain  principles,  made  to 
Operate  through  the  agency  of  various  ma- 
chines. The  first  principle  consists  in  the 
subdivision  of  the  grain  or  any  granulated 
or  pulverized  substance,  in  elevating  and  con- 
veying the  same  from  place  to  place,  in  small, 
separate  parcels,  in  spreading,  stirring,  turning 
& gathering  the  same,  by  regular  and  constant 
motion,  so  as  to  subject  the  same  to  artificial 
heat  and  the  full  action  of  the  air  to  cool  and 
dry  the  same,  when  necessary  to  avoid  danger 
from  fermentation,  and  to  prevent  insects  from 
depositing  their  eggs  during  the  progress  of 
the  manufacture.  The  second  principle  con- 
sists in  the  application  of  the  power  which 
moves  the  mill  or  other  principal  machine  to 
work  any  machinery ; which  may.  be  used  to 
apply  the  same  principles  or  perform  the  said 
operations  by  constant  motion  and  rotation  to 
save  expense  and  labor.  It  proceeded  to  state 
that  the  machinery  invented  and  used  for  ap 


plving  the  aforesaid  principles  consisted  of  an 
improved  elevator,  an  improved  conveyor,  an 
Improved  hopper  boy,  an  improved  drill,  and 
an  improved  kiln  dryer.  This  count  further 
alleged  that  the  plaintiff  had  complied  with 


meal,  and  in  the  several  machines,  which  he  the  several  provisions  prescribed  by  the  acts 


has  discovered,  invented,  improved  and  appli 
ed  to  that  purpose : Provided,  That  no  person 
who  may  have  heretofore  paid  the  said  Oliver 
Evans  for  license  to  use  his  said  improve- 
ments shall  be  obliged  to  renew  said  license, 
or  be  subject  to  damages  for  not  renewing  the 
same:  And  provided  also,  That  no  person 
who  shall  have  used  the  said  improvements 


of  congress  on  the  subject  of  patent  rights — 
and  concluded  with  stating  the  breach  to  con- 
sist in  the  defendant’s  having  used  the  plain- 
tiff’s said  improvements,  without  a licence. 
The  second  count  stated  the  breach  to  consist 
in  using  machines,  which  were  an  imitation 
and  resemblance  of  those  invented  by  the 
plaintiff.  The  third  stated  the  breach  to  con- 
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gist  in  using  pert  of  the  said  improvements , 
to  wit,  the  elevator,  conveyor,  hopper  boy,  and 
drill.  And  the  fourth  stated  the  breach  to  con- 
sist in  using  part  of  said  improvements,  Spc. 
The  defendant  put  in  the  plea  of  not  guilty. 
No  notice  was  given  by  the  defendant  of  an 
intention  to  prove  any  special  matter ; but  the 
want  of  notice  was  waved  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
the  range  of  testimony  was  agreed  to  be  unli- 
mited. 

The  plaintiff,  having  produced  in  evidence, 
the  act  passed  for  his  relief,  and  the  patent  is- 
sued in  conformity  thereto,  proved  notice 
thereof  to  the  defendant  prior  to  the  breach 
complained  of ; and  that  the  defendant  used 
the  elevator,  conveyor  and  hopper  boy  invent- 
ed! by  the  plaintiff,  in  his  mill  in  Montgomery 
county,  Maryland,  driving  one  pair  of  mill 
stones,  and  grinding  twelve  barrels  of  flour  in 
twenty-four  hours. — The  witnesses  on  both 
sides,  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  origin  or 
progress  of  the  discovery,  united  in  proving 
that  the  plaintiff  was  the  original  inventor  of 
bis  patented  improvements ; and  all  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  immense  utility  and  admirable 
perfection  of  the  invention. 

Messrs.  Pinkney,  Harper  and  Williams 
were  counsel  for  the  plaintiff. 

Messrs.  Martin,  Purviance , Dorsey  and 
Pendleton  were  counsel  for  the  defendant. 

This  case  was  elaborately,  learnedly  and 
eloquently  argued.  The  leading  cases  on  pa- 
tent rights  for  new  inventions  were  adduced ; 
and  the  law  on  that  subject  fully  discussed. 
Any  attempt  to  report  some  of  the  argu- 
ments, pronounced  on  the  occasion,  would 
afford  a very  inadequate  conception  of  their 
force  and  brilliancy.  On  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  they  convinced  and  delighted  all 
who  heard  them.  They  demonstrated  con- 
clusively his  right,  as  inventor,  to  his  patent- 
ed improvements  ; depicted  in  severe  and 
glowing  colors  the  depravity  and  baseness  of 
those  who  had  combined  to  defraud  him  of 
the  fruits  of  his  ingenuity ; maintained  his 
claims  and  pretensions  beyond  all  controver- 
sy, and  established  his  genius  and  merits  on 
an  exalted  and  triumphant  eminence. 

The  following  brief  statement  -was  furnished  to  Mr. 
Oliver  Evans,  bit  his  counsel,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
hibiting.to  the  Committees  of  Congress,  appointed  on 
the  subject  of  his  patent  right — The  Hon.  Judge  Du- 
vall,  in  his  testimony , before  the  committee  of  the  Se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  confirmed  it ; and  has  ob- 
served that  he  did  not  consider  this  representation  so 
full  in  favor  of  Mr.  Evans,  as  the  evidence  war- 
ranted : 

At  the  last  (November)  term  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States,  in  Baltimore,  several  actions 
came  to  trial, which  had  been  brought  by  Oliver  Evans 
against  different  persons,  for  infringing  his  patent 
right,  by  using  his  mill  machinery  without  his  per- 
mission. 0 

The  millers  near  Baltimore,  with  the  Ellicotts  and 
Tysons  at  their  head,  mad$  common  cause  with  the 


defendants.  The  defence  set  up  was  that  Evans  tree 
not  the  original  inventor  of  the  machines,  for  which 
be  had  obtained  the  patent.  To  support  this  defence 
witnesses  were  summoned  from  various  and  distant 
places,  particularly  from  the  neighborhood  of  Chris- 
tiana, in  the  state  of  Delaware,  where  Evans  resided 
at  the  time  when,  as  he  alleges,,  the  invention  took 
place.  The  causes  were  twice  continued,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  defendants,  to  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  procuring  the  attendance  of  all  their  wit- 
nesses All  did  attend  at  the  trial. 

The  machines  in  question  were,  the  conveyor,  the 
elevator  and  the  hopperboy.  Evans*  patent  included 
others,  but  they  are  not  in  general  use,  and  had  not 
been  used  by  the  defendants.  As  to  the  conveyor, 
the  proof  was,  that  Jonathan  Ellicott,  previous  to 
the  invention  of  Oliver  Evans,  had  invented  and  used 
a machine  something  like  the  conveyor  of  Evans  ; 
but  it  was  proved,  on  the  part  of  Evans,  that  his  con- 
veyor differed  essentially  from  that  of  Ellicott,  was 
an  improvement  on  it,  and  was  much  better  adapted 
to  the  purpose  to  which  Evans  applied  it.  It  was 
also  proved,  that  Ellicott  had  never  applied  his  ma- 
chine to  that  purpose,  until  the  application  was  made 
and  practised  by  Evans  ; who,  consequently,  not  only 
improved  the  machine  in  a 'hew  and  useful  manner, 
but  invented  a new  and  useful  application  of  it,  when 
so  improved ; making-  thereby  a new  and  useful  im- 
provement in  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour. 

The  elevator  came  next  in  question — Here  the  de- 
fendant gave  evidence  of  various-hydraulic  machines, 
something  resembling  an  elevator,  that  had  former- 
ly been  used  in  Europe,  or  proposed  to  be  used,  for 
raising  water ; but  it  appeared  that  none  of  those 
machines  had  ever  been  applied  to  the  raising  of 
meal  or  grain,  or  were  fit  for  that  purpose.  The 
elevator  of  Evans  was  essentially  different,  and  a 
great  improvement,  which  was  not  only  applied  to 
this  new  purpose,  in  the  manufacture  of  flour,  bat 
was  extremely  useful  for  that  purpose.  They  them 
produced  a miller,  from  the  state  of  Delaware,  of 
the  name  of  Stroud,  who,  after  Evans  told  him  grain 
and  flour  might  be  raised  by  a machine,  did,  in  fact, 
make  an  elevator  similar  to  that  of  Evans,  though 
not  complete.  But  Stroud  declared,  that  he  never 
should  have  thought  of  it  but  for  the  information  he 
received  from  Evans  ; and  it  was  proved  on  the  part 
of  Evans,  that  he  had  invented  his  elevator  and  made 
a complete  model  of  it  before  Stroud’s  was  made. 
On  this  head  Stroud  was  so  well  satisfied  that  he 
purchased  a license  from  Evans  to  use  his  elevator, 
together  with  his  other  improvements. 

As  to  the  hopperboy — The  defendant  gave  evi- 
dence, that  some  millers,  in  Delaware,  of  the  name 
of  Marshall,  having  heard  of  Evans*  discoveries 
(which  were  kept  concealed)  invented  and  attempt- 
ed to  use  a very  imperfect  machine,  for  the  purpose 
to  which  Evans  applied  his  hopperboy.  But  the  Mar- 
shalls, who  were  produced  as  witnesses,  proved  that 
their  machine  did  not  answer  the  purpose,  on  account 
of  several  essential  defects  in  its  principle  and  con- 
struction,and  that  as  soon  as  that  of  Evans, which  was 
very-  different  and  very  complete,  made  its  appear- 
ance, they  adopted,  it,  by  license  from  him,  and  threw 
aside  their  own.  All  these  machines  were  admirably 
combined  in  an  original  and  useful  manner  by  the 
patentee. 

The  defendants  thus  defeated  on  the  evidence, 
next  attacked  the  case  on  the  construction,  and  even 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  congress  but  the 
court,  composed  of  Mr.  Duvall,  a judge  of  the  su- 
preme court,  and  Mr.  Houston,  the  district  judge, 
decided  against  them  on  every  point.  They  then 
gave  up  the  defence,  and  confined  all  their  evidence 
to  the  mitigation  of  damages.  The  j ury  found  a ver* 
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diet  of  $1850  for  the  plaintiff' in  the  first  case,  who 
declined  demanding  the  treble  damages  allowed  by- 
law. The  defendants  in  all  the  subsequent  cases 
Which  came  to  trial,  to  the  number  of  four,  Confin- 
ed tl>ernselves  entirely  to  excuses  in  mitigation  of 
damages.  In  all  the  cases  there  were  verdicts  for 
the  plaintiff,  with  ample  damages,  which  gave  uni- 
versal satisfaction. 

The  special  ,uct  of  congress,  it  will  be  observ- 
ed, under  which  the  patent,  in  controversy,  was 
granted,  gives  a right  of  action  againstsuch  per- 
sons only  as  have  used,  since  its  passage,  or  may 
hereafter  usethe  machines,  withouthaving  purchased 
license  therefor.  All  who  paid  under  the  former  de- 
fective patent  are  expressly  protected  ; nor  can  there 
be  any  recovery  for  using  the  machines  prior  to  the 
present  patent,  even  without  having  paid  for  them. 
The  special  act  is  not  retrospective  in  its  operation, 

, or  in  the  construction  put  upon  it  by  the  patentee 
and  his  counsel. 

Evans,  to  shew  the  utility,  as  well  as  originality 
of  his  improvements,  produced  at  the  trial  many  re- 
spectable witnesses,  and  read  the  following  certifi- 
cate from  the  Messrs.  Ellicotts,  near  Baltimore,  the 
most  skillful  millwrights, and  experienced  millers  in 
this,  or  perhaps  any  part  of  the  United  States  : 

“ We  do  certify  that  we  have  erected  Oliver  Evans’ 
‘rnew  invented  mode  of  elevating,  conveying  and 
“cooling  meal,  &c.  As  far  as  vve  have  experienced, 
*we  have  found  them  to  answer  a valuable  purpose, 
“well  worthy  the  attention  of  any  person  concerned 
“in  merchant  or  even  extensive  country  mills,  who 
wishes  to  lessen  the  labor  and  expense  of  manufac- 
turing wheat  into  flour. 

(Signed)  JOHN  ELLICOTT, 

JONATHAN  ELLICOTT, 
GEORGE  ELLICOTT, 
NATHANIEL  ELLICOTT.” 
EfUcott’s  mills,  Baltimore  county , > 

State  of  Maryland,  Aug.  4,  1790.  5 

Respecting  the  utility  of  these  machines  and  im- 
provements, it  was  fully  proved,  that  in  a mill  which 
can  manufacture  twenty  barrels  of  flour  a day,  tliey 
save  at  least  #300  a year,  in  labor  alone ; that  the 
operation  is  more  perfectly  performed  and  with  less 
waste  ; that  more  work  can  be  done  by  tjie  same 
mill,  and  a larger  proportion  of  superfine  flour  pro- 
duced from  a given  quantity  of  wheat,  equal  to,  at 
least,  fifty  cents  gain  to  the  miller  on  each  barrel  t 
tuat  the  saving  upon  the  whole,  in  such  a mill,  Hpon 
the  most  moderate  computation,  amounts  to  #1200 
a year,  probably  much  more  ? and  that  no  mill,  with- 
out these  improvements,  can  be  employed  in  com- 
petition with  such  as  have  them. 

We  were  counsel  for  Mr.  Oliver  Evans  in  these 
cases,  and  have  given  this  statement  at  his  request. 
We  certify  it  to  be  true  and  have  no  doubt  that  the 
Judges,  who  heard  the  causes,  if  applied  to,  will 
confirm  it.  ROBERT  G.  HARPER, 

NATHANIEL  WILLIAMS. 
Baltimore,  January  16, 1813. 

Q(yP}!  °.f  a note  addressed  by  IVm.  Pinkney , esq.  attoi  - 
.'icy-general  of  the  United  States,  one  of  Mr.  Evans’ 
counsel,  to  Mr.  Williams. 


Baltimore,  Jcaiuary  19,  1812. 
D3ar  sra — I find  the  state  i nt  signed  by  you  ai 
Mr.  Harper,  relating  to  the  trials,  at  the  last  sessii 
ot  the  circuit  court,  for  Maryland,  of  Mr.  Oiiv 
XiVans’  cases,  to  be  perfectly  correct ; and  you  are 
liberty,  it^  you  think  fit,  to  make  use  of  this  note 
a proot  of  my  entire  concurrence  in  that  statemer 
I am,  dear  sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servar 
(Signed)  .WILLIAM  PD7KNEY. 

Mhani  el  Williams,  Esq. 


Aft*  E; 


In  the  progress  of  this  cause,  the  defen- 
dant's counsui  contended,  before  the  court— 

That  the  letters  patent  granted  in  this  to  sc, 
were  not  conformably  with  the  act  of  con- 
gress, passed  for  the  plaintiff  s relief.— That 
the  declaration  did  hot  correspond  with  the 
proof,  as,  in  the  construction  of  the  defend- 
ant’s counsel,  the  breach  was  alleged  to  consist 
in  tire  use  of  machines,  whereas  the  patent 
comprehended  the  discovery  of  principles,  as 
well  as  machines. — That  the  plaintiff  was  not 
entitled  to  a patent  for  the  conveyor,  inas- 
much as  J.  Ellicott  had  previously  invented  a 
screw  tomix  flour,  although  the  plaintiff’s 
conveyor  was  differently  con  strutted  from  El- 
licott's  screw,  and^app  ied  to  a diileient  pur- 
pose.— That  the  defendant  was  not  liable  to 
pay  for  using  the  machinery  in  question,  it 
having  been  erected  before  the  passage  of  the 
special  act,  or  the  grant  of  letters  patent  to 
the  plaintiff,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
former  letters  patent,  when  it  was  not  unlaw- 
ful to  erect  or  use  the  same. — And  lastly,  that 
the  act  for  Oliver  Evans’  relief  was  export 
f ado  ; that  it  impaired  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, and  was  therefore  unconstitutional; 
he  having  obtained  letters  patent  in  1760  for 
the  same  improvements,  which  had  expired 
before  the  act  aforesaid  was  passed  ; it  not 
altering  the  case  that  the  first  patent  was  de- 
clared, judicially,  to  be  null  and  void  for  de- 
fect of  form. 

The  court  (judges  Duvall  and  Houston) 
declared,  that  the  letters  patent  in  controver- 
sy, were  issued  conformable  to  law.  That 
the  declaration  was  good  and  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  plaintiff’s  case,  as  established  in 
proof ; some  of  the  counts  alleging  that  the 
defendant  used  the.  patented  improvements 
generally,  and  others,  part  of  the  improve- 
ments. That  the  plaintiff’s  conveyor  being 
a new  and  useful  improvement  on  the  continu- 
ed spiral  screw,  and  applied  to  a new  and 
useful  purpose,  entitled  him  to  a patent 
for  his  improved  conveyor. — That  the  se- 
cond proviso  in  the  act  for  Evans’  relief,  pass- 
ed the  twenty-first  of  January,  1808,  pro- 
tected the  defendant  from  any  liability  to  pay 
damages  for  using  the  machinery  without  a 
license,  previous  to  the  granting  of  the  patent, 
but  not  for  any  subsequent  use.  And  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  act  referred  to, 
is  not  an  expost  facto  law,  for  that  relates  to 
criminal  cases  only  ; that  it  does  not  impair 
the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  interfere  with 
any  rights  previously  acquired  by  the  commu- 
nity ; that  on  the  contrary,  the  legislature  ha* 
evinced  its  attention  to  individual  rights, by  exr 
erupting,  in  a special  proviso,  all  persons  front 
the  obligation  to  renew  a license,purchased  un- 
der the  former  patent ; that  congress  have  this 
exclusive  right  by  the  constitution, to  limit  the 
times  for  which  a patent  right  shall  be  grant- 
ed, and  are  not  restrained  fjuia  ^renewing  a 
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patent  or  prolonging  the  time  of  its  continu- 
ance ; — more  especially  in  the  present  case, 
where  the  patent  granted  in  the  first  instance 
had  been  decided,  by  judicial  authority,  to  be 
null  and  void,  on  account  of  some  defect  ill 
the  patent. 

The  jury  brought  in  a verdict  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  damages. 

N.  B.  These  damages  were  given  for  four 
years  and  nine  month’s  use  of  the  machinery, 
covering  all  the  time,  by  consent  of  parties, 
lip  to  the  period  of  trial ; and  for  the  right  to 
use  the  machinery  in  future  without  limitation 
of  tin^e. 

The  second  case  which  was  tried,  was 
agains  t Charles  C.  Jones,  in  which  the  Verdict 
wasfor  o/ie  thousand  dollars,  damages  ; — -with 
the  same  agreement,  as  to  license,  as  in  the 
preceding  verdict. 

The  foUozCmg  concise  notice  appeared  in  the 

papers , shortly  after  the  termination  Of 

Evans'  suits. 

IMPORTANT  LAW  CASE. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1812,  came  on  an 
interesting  trial  before  judges  Duval  and 
Houston,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Maryland  district,  between 
Oliver  Evans,  plaintiff,  and  Samuel  Robinson, 
defendant,  which  continued  four  days. 

Messrs.  Pinkney,  Harper  and  Williams 
were  counsel  for  the  plaintiff. 

Messrs.  Martin,  Purviance,  Dorsey  and 
Pendleton  were  counsel  For  the  defendant. 

The  controversy  arose  on  an  infringement 
by  the  defendant  of  a patent  right  secured  to 
the  plaintiff  under  a special  act  of  congress, 
for  his  improvements  in  the  art  of  manufactu- 
ring flour  and  meal,  and  in  certain  machines 
which  he  had  invented,  improved,  and  applied 
to  that  purpose — Which  machines  are  called, 
an  elevator,  conveyor,  hopperboy,  &c.  Vari- 
ous questions  of  law  were  raised  by  the  de- 
fendant’s counsel  on  the  constitutionality  of 
the  law,  the  regularity  of  the  patent,  the 
pleadings  in  the  case,  <kc.  all  which  were  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  Witnesses 
were  collected  from  distant  and  various  places 
with  a view  to  prove  that  the  plaintiff  was 
not  the  original  inventor  of  the  improvements 
for  which  he  had  obtained  a patent  or  of  some 
part  of  thefn.  And  sundry  plates  represent 
ing  hydraulick  machines,  which  were  hereto- 
fore in  use,  and  in  some  degree  resembling 
the  plaintiff's  elevator,  were  produced  for  the 
purpose  of  shewing  tha  t he  was  not  the  invent- 
or of  that  machine. 

But  he  succeeded  in~  establishing  his  pre- 
tensions to  that  ami  .'every  other  part,  of  his. 
patented  improvements,  including  his  convey- 
or, the  invention  of  which  was  contested  with 
him  by  Mr;  Jdtfalbafi'  Ell ieott.  And  he  proved 
that  his  inventions  in  the  art  of  milling,  caused 
a saving  of  ohe  half  the  labor ; manufactured 
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the  flour  better;  and  produced  moreover  a 
gain  in  the  quantity  equal  to  at  least  fifty 
cents  on  each  barrel ; besides  various  other 
profits  and  advantages. 

At  the  close  of  the  trial  the  defendant’s 
counsel  abandoned  the  defence,  as  untenable, 
and  addressed  the  jury  briefly  on  the  subject 
of  damages. 

Great  ingenuity,  learning  and  eloquence 
were  displayed  in  the  progress  of  the  cause. 
And  the  distinguished  genius  and  merits  of 
the  patentee  were  rendered  conspicuous  and 
convincing  by  the  testimony  and  arguments 
adduced.  The  jury  brought  in  a verdict  of 

1,850  damages. 

[The  defendant’s  mill  is  situated  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  does  not  work  all  the  year, 
grinds  twelve  barrels  per  day,  and  has  the 
machinery  to  one  pair  of  stones  only. 

There  were  verdicts  in  three  other  cases, 
with  ample  damages,  which  appeared  to  give 
universal  satisfaction.] 


THE  3rEKOHTAL  OF  JOHN  WORTHINGTON,  ELISHA  TYSON 
AND  OTHERS  AGAINST  OLIVER  EVANS. 

To  the  Senate  and  liov.se  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  .America. 

Your  memorialists  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent 
— That  your  honorable  body,  on  the  21st  of  January, 
1808,  passed  an  act  authorising  the  secretary  of  state, 
“on  application  in  writing  of  Oliver  Evans,  to  cause 
letters  patent  to  be  made  out  in  the  manner  and  form 
prescribed  bj^the  act  entited,  ean  act  to  promote  the 
progress  of  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto- 
fore made  for  that  purpose,’  thereby  granting  to  said 
Oliver  Evans,  his  heir,  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  for  a term  not  exceeding  fourteen  years* 
the  full  and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of  making, 
constructing,  using  and  vending  to  be  used,  his  in- 
vention, discovery  and  improvements  in  the  art  of 
manufacturing  flour  and  meal,  and  in  the  several 
machines  which  he  has  discovered,  invented,  im- 
proved and  applied  to  that  purpose.” — That  letters 
patent  did  accordingly  issue,  which  are  now  in  full 
operation  ; and  that,  by  means  of  .them,  the  patentee 
is  exercising  a most  grievous  oppression  over  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  United  States;,  more  especially,  over 
those  who  are  immediately,  engaged  in  the  manufac  - 
ture of  flour. 

Your  memorialists,  in  any  ordinary  case,  would  be 
the  last  to  remonstrate  against  benefits  which  the  le- 
gislature of  their  countiy  might  think  proper  to 
confer  upon  any  individual ; but  believing,  as  they 
do,  that  your  honorable  body,  when  you  consented 
to  pass  the,  act  of  January,  1808,  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Evans,  were  deceived  by  artful  representations  of 
merit ; and  knowing  also  that  Mr.  Evans  has  Siscd 
his  patent  for  purposes  in  which  it  could  never  have 
been  intended  to.give  him  aid,  your  memorialists  feel 
confidently  assured,  that  congress  will- not  hesitate 
to  reconsider  the  grounds  of  their  former  grant,  and 
to  do  impartial  jussuce  between  Mr.  Evans  and  the 
rest  of  his  fellow-citizens.. 

Your  memorialists  have  understood,  and  they  have 
no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  when  congress  undertook 
to  renew  Mr.  Evans’  monopoly,  they  were  industri- 
ously made  to  believe  that  he  was  the  inventor  of  all 
the  machines  for  which  lie  solicited  and  obtained  his 
patent.  In  this  your  honorable  body  were  most 
grossly  deceived.  Many  of  your  memorialist*  have 
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j ist  witnessed  the  progress  of  several  trials  that  took]  ligent  millers  who  were  examined  upon  this  subject, 
place  at  the  last  term  of  the  circuit  court  at  Haiti-.]  in  thp  trials  at  Baltimore,  were  so  much  at  a loss  to 
more,  in  actions  instituted  by  Mr.  Evans  for  jnfring-j  discover  the  beneficial  effect  of  this,  alteration,  tltft 


mentson  his  patent  rights  ; although  the  result  of 
those  trials  was  such  as  must  give  alarm  to  every 
man  who  has  dared  to  think  of  opposing  t)iis  exorbi- 
tant monopolist,  yet  did  they  prove  most  incontesti- 
biy,  by  the  investigations  to  which  they  led,  that 
Mr.  Evans  was  not  the  original  inventor  of  any  one 
of  his  patented  machines.  Your  memorialists  entreat 
the  patifcnee  of  your  honorable  body,  while  they  brief- 
ly detail  the  testimony  relating  to  this  question,  such 
as  it  appeared  before  the  circuit  court,  and  such  as 
it  can  again  be  exhibited  whenever  your  honorable 
body  may  think  proper  to  require  it.  The  machines 
which  form  the  subject  of  Mr.  Evans’  patent,  are 
the  “conveyor,”  the  “elevator,”  the  “hopperboy”  and 
the  “drill.”  For  greater  perspicuity  we  will  state 
the  testimony  as  applied  to  each  machine  in  succes- 
sive order. 

1st,  The  conveyor — It  was  proved  that  Jonathon 
Ellicott,  of  Baltimore  county,  was  the  first  inventor 
of  this  machine.  He  had  it  erected  in  his  mill  some 


they  said  they  preferred  the  spiral  conveyor.  Tpc 
great  utility  of  this  alteration  is  rendered  still  nip'1  e 
questionable  by  the  fact,  that  a large  portion  of  the 
millers,  even  those  who  have  paid  Oliver  Evans  ^ >r 
the  license  of  his  patented  machines,  do  not  v i ce 
use  of  the  transverse  flights.  But  your  memori:'  ts 
are  convinced  that  Mr.  Evans  was  not  the  autl  I of 
this  alteration.  They  will  be  able  to  show  youif  ho- 
norable body  that  this  improvement,  like  most  of  he 
improvements  which  Mr.  Evans  claims,  was  discover- 
ed by  othpr  persons,  from  whom  he  adopted  it.- 
2dlv.  Of  the  hopperboy — Mr.  Evans,  as  has  V cn 
before  stated,  was  not  the  original  inventor  of  t 'is 
machine.  Your  memorialists  admit  that  he  wasMbe 
first  who  added  the  ropes,  leading  the  lioriz  fial 
arms  around;  and  that  this  addition  facilitated  the 
operations  of  the  machine.  But,  surely,  it  will  not 
be  contended  that,  upon  this  alteration,  con;gr.-ss 
bottomed  their  grant.  Tins  improvement  may  h ve 
been  sufficient  to  entitle  Mr. Evans,  under  the 
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time  before  the  year  1786,  and  applied  it  to  all  its  jral  law,  to  a patent  for  the  improvement,  but  fir  no- 
present uses.  He  shewed  it  to  Oliver  Evans,  w{io j thing  else.  It  could  not  have  entitled  him  to  1 pa- 


was  highly  pleased  with  its  operation.  lie  said,  itj 
was  all  that  was  necessary  to  complete  his  machine- 
ry ; that  l^c  had  long  desired  to  have  soph  a machine 
but  could  not  devise  one ; and  finally,  in  considera- 
tion that  Jonathan  Ellicott  would  permit  him  to  at- 
tach it  to  his  elevator  and.  hopperboy,  Oliver  Evans 
gave  him  a perpetual  license  to  use  the  last. 

2d,  The  elevator — This  machine  has  been  invented 
nearly  a century  and  a half.  There  are  books,  a hun- 
dred years  old,  that  exhibit  it  (applied  to  hydraulic 
purposes.)  The  same  in  principle,  form,  dimensions 
and  materials  with  the  elevators  now  claimed  by 
Oliver  Evans  as  his  original  invention. 

3(1,  The  hopperboy — A.  machine  upon  the  same 
principle  with  Oliver  Evans’  alledged  hopperboy, 
worked  by  the  same  power,  acting  in  the  same  man- 
ner upon  the  meal,  and  producing  the  same  effect, 
although  not  as  beneficially,  was  invented  by  Edward 
Marshall,  of  Delaware,-  and  set  to  wprk  in  his  mill 
before  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans’  supposed  discovery 
Mr.  Evans  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  inven- 
tion. 

4th,  The  drill — The  invention  of  this  machine  did 
not  come  in  question  before  the  circuit  court,  but  it 
is  susceptible  of  undeniable  proof  that  Jonathan  El- 
licott, before  referred  to,  was  the  inventor  of  it  as 
Well  as  the  conveyor. 

Thus  it  appears  that  Mr.  Evans*  merit  as  an  inven- 
tor, in  no  respects,  corresponds  with  the  artful  and 
imposing  representations  by  which  your  honorable 
body  vvere  induced  to  grant  him  your  protection  for 
a second  term  of  fourteen  years.  So  fur  from  having 
invented  at.t.  these  machines,  he  was  not  the  original 
inventor  of  an$r  one  of  them.  Your  memorialists, 
therefore,  might  here  rest  their  petition  ; but  they 
think  it  proper  to  notice  the  other  grounds  of  Mr. 
Evans’  pretensions.  These  are,  first,  that  he  has  in- 
vented useful  improvements  in  the  structure  of  the 
several  machines  secured  by  his  patent ; and,  second 
ly,  that  he  was  the  first  who  applied  those  machines 
to  their  new  use  in  mills. 

The  “conveyor”  and  “hopperboy”  are  the  only  ma- 
chines in  which  Mr  Evans  will  now  attempt  tp  shew 
that  he  has  made  any  improvement.  In  the  elevator 
and  drill  he  has  not  made  even  an  alteration. 

1st.  Then,  of  the  conveyor — The  transvere flights, 
form  the  alteration  which  he  claims  to  have  made  in 
this  machine.  Even  if  Mr.  Evans  was  the  inventor 
of  this  alteration,  its  utility  in  tire  manufacture  of 
flour  is  extfenjely  questionable.  Several  most  intel- 
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tent  for  other  machines  which  he  never  invented!  nor 
improved  ; much  less  can  it  entitle  him  to  an  < | len- 
sion  of  his  exclusive  privilege  beyond  the  piual 
term. 

Your  memorialists  come  now  to  the  last  grr  pnd  of 
Mr.  Evans’ pretensions,  “that  he  has  the  merit  of 
having  first  applied  those  machines  to  their  present 
use  in  mills.”  This  ground  was  much  narrowed  by 
the  trials,  before  referred  to,  in  the  circuit  cqyrt  at 
Baltimore.  It  was  there  shown  that  the  coqj  t-yor, 
the  hopperboy  and  the  drill,  were  applied  1 f\  theil* 
original  inventors  to  all  the  purposes  for  wide n they 
are  now  used.  The  elevator  is  the  only  machine 
about  which  there  can  be  the  least  doubt ; and,  to 
the  minds  of  your  memorialists,  there  are  conclusive 
reasons  for  believing  that  Oliver  Evans  was  not  the 
person  who  first  discovered  the  application  of  this 
machine  to  its  present  office,  the  raising  of  wheat 
and  flour.  Oliver  Frvans’first  exhibited  his  elevator, 
'first  informed  the  world  that  he  had  invented  one,  in 
the  year  1787.  Twelve  or  eighteen  mon'bs  before 
this  time,  James  Stroud,  of  the  state  Dela  va re,  had 
erected  a perfect  elevator  in  his  mill. 

Mr.  Stroud,  in  the  circuit  court  at  Baltimore,  re- 
lated the  history  of  his  invention.  Standi  i£  in  his 
mill  contemplating  the  machinery  he  then  3jp  d in  it, 
he  observed  that  as  the  leather  strap  turning  the  fan, 
performed  its  revolutions,  the  buckle  by  which  it 
was  fastened  would  catch  up  a few  grains  i f wheat 
below,  carry  them  up  with  it,  arid  empty  fj>cm  on* 
at  the  top.  The  thought  immediately  occ  u red  o 
him  that  a machine  revolving  like  this  strip), 'with 
buckets  upon  it,  would  completely  perform  t;  e office 
of  raising  his  wheat  and  flour.  He  constricted  it 
accordingly,  and  found  it  perfect.  This  machine  is 
what  is  now  called  “Evans’s  elevator.”  Yoyr  fc'emo- 
rialists  admit  that  a brother  of  Oliver  Evans  declar- 
ed in  the  circuit  court,  at  Baltimore,  that  Oliver 
Evans  had  several  years  before  this  period  invented 
precisely  the  same  machine;  and,  that  although  k 
did  not  show  it  to  the  world  by  using  it  in  his  ny 
vet  he  had  it,  and  the  model  of  it  h as  locked 
a chest,  and  continued  so  locked  up  for  severa 
When  this  testimony  comes  before  your  ho: 
body,  it  will,  no  doubt,  receive  whatever 
under  all  its  circumstances,  it  may  be  enti 
But  your  memorialists  hope  they  will  be 
for  Relieving  that  there  was  some  mistak 
matter. . 
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Your  memorialists  have  thus  Candidly  detailed  the 
testimony  relating  to  Mr.  Evans's  patent.  They  feel 
assured  that  your  honorable  body,  will  discover  in  it 
abundant  cause  to  take  this  subject  again  into  con- 
sideration. Your  memorialists,  however,  will  take 
tie  liberty  ofJ suggesting*  other  motives  of  great 
\vt  ght. 

\ /hen  congress  consented  to  renew  Mr.  Evans’s 
e>.  ' usive  privilege  in  1808,  they  could  not  have  in- 
to ed  to  give  their  law  an  expost  facto  operation. — 
Y>  I such  has  been  the  construction  wh^ch  our  circuit 
courts  have  felt  themselves  constrained  to  give  to 
tlv  act  of  January  1808.  In  the  circuit  court  at 
P;  M-delphia  it  lias  been  decided  by  judges  YVashing- 
to  and  Peters,  that  even  those  who  erected  their 

iv.  -finery  in  the  interval  between  the  expiration  of 
Jill  Evans’s  first  patent  in  1804  and  its  renewal  in 
1 JB  >,  cannot  continue  to  use  them  without  a license 
lout  :.r  the  second  patent.  Tile  hardship  of  this  con- 
st .lotion  is  extreme.  The  United  States  abounds 

v. -,t  mills  in  which  the  machinery  was  erected  du- 
r ip  that  Interval,  when  no  law  existed  to  prohibit 
it  /hen  no  man  was  aware  of  any  right  still  re- 
rr  a*  ing  in  Mr.  Evans  ; and  when  the  public  thought 
ti.n  were  enjoying  a property  for  which  they  had 
at  evtly  paid  the  price.  But  since  this  construction, 
pv’i  -ms  who  erected  their  machinery  uuder  those 
cirv instances  must  either  pull  it  down  or  subject 
tin  n selves  to  actions  for  treble  damages — or  they 
must  consent  to  pay  whatever  price  the  patentee  may 
choo  ,e  to  demand  for  a license.  As  it  regards  his 
changes,  your  memorialists  humbly  state,  that  the 
act  of  renewal  has  imposed  no  limitation  upon  Mr. 
Evart  . ; an  omission  of  which  he  is  availing  himself 
mos|  oppressively,'  During  his  first  patent,  while 
he  H as  looking  forward  to  his  intended  application 
fur  a renewal,  Mr.  Evans  observed  a very  becoming 
moderation,  jn  his  demands. 

Tip  rty -.three  dollars  was  originally  the  price  of  his 
license  to  use  his  machinery  in  application  to  one 
water- wheel.  But  as  soon  as  the  act  of  3808  had 
put  the  community  in  his  power,  he  began  to  ad- 
vance, from  exaction  to  exaction,  until  lie  now  de- 
mands .'.bout  twenty  times  the  amount  of  his  former 
charge  —and  threatens  that  he  will  rise  thill  higher. 
From  < ne  of  your  memorialists  Mr.  Evans  has  de- 
mam  !ed  thirty-six  hundred  dollars  for  his  license. — 
This  fact,  while  it  shows  how  oppressively  this  pa- 
tent beers  upon  individuals,  will  enable  your  honora- 
ble b®i  lv  to  form  some  estimate  of  the  enormous 
profit  which  he,  the  patentee,  will  derive  from  a 
general  use  of  his  machinery  throughout  the  United 
States.  Your  memorialists  will  not  consent  to  be- 
lieve tjr  it  congress  intended  to  let  Mr.  Evans  loose 
upon  t ie  community  with  so  grievous,  so  despotic, 
a pow  er.  They  therefore,  pray  that  your  honorable 
body  Vill  again  take  this  subject  into  consideration, 
that  ’Du  may  examine  the  grounds  upon  which  Mr 
Javan  ,1  patent  issued,  and  do  whatever,  inyourwis. 
dtom,  you  may  think  fit. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  8cc, 

Jiahimore , January  1,  3833. 


THE  COUNTER  MEMORIAL. 
to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

The  memorial  of  Oliver  Evans  respectfully  shew- 
That  your  memorialist  has  been  favored  with  a 
r of  the  memorial  of  John  YVorthington  and 
Cg,*  and  of  the  evidence  accompanying  the  same, 
lie  has  read  with  surprise ; and  your  memo- 
ht  begs  leave  to  declare  that  he  believes  he  can 
rove  every  statement  in  the  said  memorial  is 
rife,  tending  to  shew  that  your  memorial  is  td 


not  the  original  inventor  of  all  and  ever}'  one  of  the 
machines  in  their  improved  state,  nor  the  original 
combiner  and  applier  of  them  to  produce  the  useful 
result  of  his  great  improvement  on  the  art  of  manu- 
facturing flour  and  meal,  as  patented  to  him,  to  be 
erroneous.  But  your  memorialist  did  never  expect 
to  be  put  on  this  proof,  more  especially  before  con- 
gress, seeing  that  courts  are  appointed  by  law  for 
deciding  on  such  disputed  points.  Yet  if  required 
by  the  honorable  congress,  although  most  of  his 
most  intimate  friends,  to  whom  he  communicated 
his  discovery,  years  before  he  made  it  public,  are 
dead,  he  believes  lie  can  find  one  in  Queen  Anne’s 
county.  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  where  your  me- 
morialist lived  when  he  made  the  discovery ; one 
living  in  New  Castle  county,  3)elaware  : one  in  Mif- 
flin county,  Pennsylvania,  and  one  in  the  city  of 
Washington — viz.  Evan.  Evans. 

And  to  prove  that  beset  up  the  machinery  in  hie 
mill  in  part,  on  Red  Clay  Creek,  New  Custle  county, 
and  then  made  it  public  by  presenting  a subscription 
paper,  setting  forth  the  whole  improvement,  stating 
that  in  case  the  neighboring  millers  would  subscribe 
a sufficient  sum,  your  memorialist  would  make  the 
improvement,  which  he  has  since  done  ; but  that  on 
the  millers  refusing  to  subscribe  any  thing,  and  on 
being  advised  by  James  Latiiner,  esq.  (now  deceas- 
ed) to  apply  to  the  state  legislatures  for  exclusive 
rights,  he  took  down  his  machinery,  and  secreted 
them  until  he  should  receive  those  exclusive  rights  ; 
that  it  was  after  all  this  that  Stroud  discovered  the 
elevator;  and  Marshall  and  Stroud  attempted  to 
make  the  hopperboy.  He  can  find  witnesses  in  the 
state  of  Delaware,  and  in  Philadelphia  to  support 
the  testimony  of  Evan  Evans  to  whom  all  is  well 
known.  In  coroboration  he  may  procure  copies  of 
his  petitions  to  the  legislatures  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
laware, Maryland*  and  NeW-Hampshire,  petitioning 
for  the  exclusive  rights  for  twenty-one  or  twenty- 
five  years,  not  only  for  his  improvement  on  manufac- 
turing flour,  but  for  steam  carriages  of  his  inven- 
tion ; and  also  copies  of  the  acts  inJtip  favor  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Delaware  for  the  mill  improvements 
only,  Maryland  ami  New -Hampshire  for  steam  wag- 
gons also  for  14  years  ; too  short  a time,  had  it  been 
for  30  years,  steam  boats  and  steam  carriages  might 
have  been  in  use  20  years  ago. 

Thus  your  memorialist  could  shew  what  have  been 
his  pursuits,  and  lie  Begs  leave  to  refer  to  the  secre- 
tary pf  state’s  office,  to  the  specifications  he  has 
filed  there  of  several  other  great  discoveries,  and  he 
declares  lie  has  several  others  yet  to  file,  which  he 
fears  fie  will  not  be  able  to  put  in  operation,  under 
the  present  patent  laws  and  endless  litigation. 

These  would  shew  to  your  honorable  body  the 
great  improbability  of  those  men  having  been  the 
inventors,  who  now  begin  to  claim  the  original  dis- 
covery of  your  memorialist’s  patented  improvement, 
as  soon  as  the  great  profits  thereof  "begin  to  appear. 

Your  memorialist  acknowledges  that  he  has  raised 
the  price  of  his  license  to  use  his  inventions  and  im- 
provements, as  their  value  became  known,  from 
bestowing  them  gratis,  with  his  thanks  to  those  who 
would  accept  them  to  make  their  utility  known,  to 
33$,  40$,  100$,  tip  to  his  present  demand,  which 


* In  3786,  O.  Evans  petitioned  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Maryland,  for  a patent  to  secure  an  exclusive 
property  in  liis  mill  machinery  and  steam  carriage  ; 
and  at  April  session,  3787,  the  assembly  passed  an 
act  entitled  <‘an  act  to  grant  to  Oliver  Evans,  for  a 
term  of  years,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  mak- 
ing and  selling  withip  this  state  the  fnachn.ery  here- 
in described.” 
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is  the  sum  saved  to  the  user  in  wages  and  boarding 
of  hands  for  one  year  only,  rating  the  wages  and 
hoard  of  a miiler  at  $300  per  year  ; which  is  not 
more  than  one-eighth  part  of  the  full  gain  by  the 
use  for  one  year,  for  his  license  to  use  for  and  during 
bis  patent  term. 

That  is,,  where  the  price  of  license  is  300$,  the 
gain  by  the  use  per  year  will  be  2,400$,  and  for  14 
years  33,600 ; out  of  which  they  pay  300$  for  license. 
Your  memorialist  may  defy  John  Worthington  and 
others  to  produce  an  instance,  in  the  world,  of  so 
low  a charge  for  so  great  a benefit  made  by  any  pa- 
tentee ; and  he  denies  their  charge  of  having  de- 
manded 3,000$  for  license  for  one  mill,  although  lie 
has  heard  that  Elisha  Tyson  said  so ; he  can  prove 
that  be  demanded  only  250$  per  mill  for  6 mills  of 
said  Elisha. 

Your  memorialist  conceives  it  impossible  for  him 
to  produce  his  proofs  in  due  time  before  your  honor- 
able body,  nor  could  congress  devote  the  time  neces- 
sary to  hear  the  great  mass  of  testimony,  that  would 
be  produced.  He  therefore  prays  that  the  report  of 
the  recent  trials  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  held  at  Baltimore  ; the  testimony  voluntari- 
I,T  given  by  James  Stroud  and  Edward  Marshall  be- 
fore a notary  public  ; and  the  testimony  of  colonel 
Enoch  Anderson  taken  before  a judge,  accompany- 
ing this  memorial,  be  deemed  and'received  as  part 
of  the  same  ; and  that  lie  and  John  Worthington  and 
others  lie  referred  with  their  cases  back  to  the  courts 
of  thel  United  States;  and  vour  memorialist  will, 
with  the  consent  of  those  of  the  memorialists  who 
arc  infringing  his  patent  right,  commence  suits 
against  them  to  give  them  an  early  opportunity  of 
proving  in  court  that  he  is  not  the  original  inventor ; 
and  your  memorialist  will  ever  prav. 

OLIVIER  EVANS. 

Philadelphia , January  22,  1813. 

1st.  The  agent  of  Oliver  Evans  in  Balti- 
more, under  authority  from  him,  offered  to 
sell  a license  to  Elisha  Tyson  to  use  Evans’ 
machinery  complete  for  six  pair  of  six  feet 
stones,  in  a merchant  mill  of  the  most  approv- 
ed plan,  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  It  was 
to  rate  as  five  pair  of  stones,  though  the  ma- 
chinery was  to  be  applied  to  all  six,  because  it 
was  supposed  all  would  not  ordinarily  run  at 
the  same  time;  but  it  was  expressly  stated, 
that  no  further  claim  should  be  made,  even  if 
all  six  did  sometimes  run  together.  No  other 
demand  was  ever  made  of  said  Tyson,  or  any 
of  his  sons,  by  Evans'  agent ; nor  is  it  believ- 
ed or  pretended,  that  any  ever  was  made 
through  a different  channel.  This  certificate 
is  given  by  the  agent,  who  has  Tyson’s  and 
Evans’  letters  before  him,  on  this  subject — 
and  which  are  the  foundation  of  all  that  passed 
thereon. 

2d.  Evan  Evans  in  his  testimony,  in  the 
case  of  Evans  vs.  Robinson,  stated,  that  in 
1782  or  1783,  while  his  brother  Oliver  Evans 
lived  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  the 
latter  told  him  he  had  conceived  a mode  of 
elevating  meal,  as  fast  as  it  fell  from  the  mill 
stones,  by  a machine,  consisting  of  buckets 
attached  to  a strap  ; which  machipe  was  to 
be  moved  by  the  water  wheel ; that  his  bro 


tlier  soon  after  made  a model  of  his  elevator, 
of  paper  ; and  that  he  witnessed  its  first  pri- 
vate experiments,  in  a mill  which  Oliver  and 
his  brothers  built  in  Delaware  ; and  that  this 
was  long  anterior  to  any  elevator  being  in  use 
in  Stroud  and  Marshall’s  mill.  That  bis  bro- 
ther having  long  before  described  it  to  him, 
also  put  into  operation,  when  the  mill  wrat; 
built,  a hopperboy,  which  was  concealed  from 
the  public;  the  door  which  led  to  it  being  kept 
locked;  and  thi$  was  previous  to  any  machine 
of  the  kind  being  set  up  in  any  neighboring 
mills  or  elsewhere,  to  his  knowledge ; and  thar. 
when  his  brother  was  advised  to  apply  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  adjoining  states  for  exclu- 
sive rights  to  his  discoveries  l which  wras  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution) 
he  took  down  his  hopperboy  ; the  elevator  had 
previously  been  kept  concealed.  That  the 
first  conveyor  which  his  brother  Oliver  in- 
vented and  combined  with  his  other  machine- 
ry was  not  a continued  spiral  screw,  but  w as 
a succession  of  ploughs  placed  transversely 
across  the  spiral  line  ; and  this  conveyor  was 
applied  to  convey  the  flour  from  where  it  falls 
from  the  mill-stones  to  the  elevator  ; and  that; 
this  conveyor,  so  constructed  and  applied,  was 
not  in  operation  in  any  other  mill,  that  he  e 
ver  saw, or  heard  ofitjbeforcitwas  so  invented 
by  his  brother  Oliver.  Evan  Evans  lived  vrith 
his  brother  when  the  machines  aforesaid  w ere 
invented. 

3d.  Samuel  Wallace,  of  Delaware,  who  was 
a witness  in  the  suit  against  Robinson, testified, 
that  he  lived  with  Oliver  Evans  when  his  first 
hopperboy  wras  in  operation  ; that  he,  Wallace, 
hung  the  door  w7hich  led  to  the  loft,  where  the 
hopperboy  was  placed,  which  was  kept  lock 
ed,  and  the  key  confided  to  his  charge.  lie, 
also  stated  that  said  Evans  had  then  the  model 
of  an  elevator,  which  was  not  put  up.  Tfe 
machines  were  kept  concealed  until  Evan? 
could  obtain  patents  from  the  state  legislatures 
— lie  concurred  with  other  witnesses,  that  it 
was  notorious  then  that  Evans  was  the  inven- 
tor of  the  mill  machinery. 

4th.  Thos.  Philips,  of  Delaware,  testified  as 
to  the  universal  belief  that  Oliver  Evans  was 
the  inventor  of  the  mill  machinery  ; which  lie 
said  was  in  use  in  his  mill,  and  w as  an  annual 
saving  to  him  of  $500  in  labor,  and,  besides 
other  profits  and  advantages,  produced  a gain 
of,  from  50  to  60  cents  on  each  barrel,  in  the 
superior  quantity  and  quality  of  the  flour  ma- 
nufactured. 

5th.  Levi  Hollingsw’orth,  formerly  of  Co»ci  1 
county,  Md.  now  of  Baltimore,  gave  evidence, 
among  other  things,  that  it  w7as  the  general 
opinion  through  the  country,  at  the  time  the 
improvements,  in  question,  were  introduced, 
that  Oliver  Evans  was  the  first  inventor 
thereof. 
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6th.  Joseph  Marshall,  brother  of  Edw.  Mav- 
shall,  was  a witness,  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendant, in  the  ease  qf  Robinson,  and  gave  si- 
milar testimony  to  his  brother’s,  whose  depo* 
gition  is  inserted  at  length. 

7 th.  Col.  Enoch  Anderson,  formerly  of  De- 
laware, now  of  Pennsylvania,  in  a written  de- 
position, and  orally  on  the  trial  aforesaid, 
stated  that  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
Oliver  Evans  from  1 784,  that  he  lived  near  to 
him,  and  had  almost  daily  intercourse  with 
him ; that  in  that  year  Evans  told  him  he 
could  elevate,  convey  and  cool  meal  and  flour 
by  machinery,  as  fast  as  it  fell  from  the  mill- 
stones, which  machinery  could  be  worked 
without  manual  labor  ; that  he  told  him  this 
before  any  machinery  was  set  up  in  Stroud 
and  Marshall's  mill,  or  any  other  that  he  ever 
heard  of;  that  when  he  saw  machinery  in 
the  mills  of  Stroud  and  Marshall,  they  admit- 
ted it  was  originally  invented  by  Evans,  and 
said  they  had  his  permission  to  use  it.  He  al- 
so* details  in  his  testimony  many  other  and  mi- 
nute circumstances,  relating  to  the  progress  of 
the  invention. 


$th.  Oliver  Evaxs,  In  ths  circuit  court  for  the 
i fourth  circuit  of  the  finite  d 
[ Slates , in  and  for  the  dis~ 

SatPx.  Roriksos-,  &e.J  trict  of  Jltaryland. 

James  Stroud,  a witness  summoned  on  the  part  of 
jibe  defendants,  in  consequence  of  the  adjournment  of 
die  court,  voluntarily  testifies,  and  upon  his  solemn 
affirmation  solemnly  declares,  that  he  is  an  inhabi- 
tant of  New* -Castle  county  in  the  state  of  Delaware, 
aboil l fi fty-tl ire e years  of  age,  and  has  for  near  thirty 
years  pursued  the  business  of  a miller,  with  only  oc- 
casional interruptions,  and  understands  the  mechan- 
ism of  mills  for  grinding  wheat  and  other  grain  ; he 
says  the  first  he  ever  heard  of  elevators  and  hopper 
boys,  for  which  the  plaintiff  lias  obtained  a patent- 
Was,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  in  the  year  se, 
venteen  hundred  and  eighty-four  or  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  ; that  the  first  time  lie  ever 
beard  of  the  invention  of  elevators  and  hopper  boys 
lie  understood  they  were  invented  by  the  plaintiff, 
Oliver  Evans  : aud  that  the  second  time  he  convers- 
ed about  such  an  invention  was  with  the  said  Oliver 
Evans,  who  said  that  it  was  not  only  practicable  to 
raise  flour,  &.c.  but  that  it  was  then  in  operation  al- 
though the  deponent  had  never  then  seen  the  ma- 
chinery, nor  had  he  ever  heard  of  any  other  person 
inventing  such  machinery  before  the  said  Oliver 
Evans.  That  the  first  elevator  be  ever  saw  was  in 
Marshall  and  -Stroud’s  mill  in  New-Castle  county, 
soon  after  the  invention  was  made  known,  probably 
in  .the  yfear  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty -five,  that 
this  elevator  was  principally  erected  under  the  cpre 
$ind  direction  of  this  affirmant,  who  had  discovered 
aS  he  believed  the  principles  of  the  plaintiff’s  disco- 
very, for  which  he  [the  plaintiff]  had  then  no  patent ; 
that  in  the  same  mill  he  first  saw  ahopper  boy,  or 
machinery  resembling- a hopper  boy,  soon  after  the 
experiment  of  the  elevator  aforegaid  ; that  this  hop- 
per boy  was  the  production  of  the  joint  labor  aud 
invention  of  William  Marshall  and  Samuel  Stroud, 
the  owners  of  said  mill,  and  of  the  two  sons  pf 
said  William  Marhall ; on  experiment  it  was  found 
pot  to  answer  the  desired  purpose.  Soon  afterwards 


this  affirmant  had  a conversation  wit.]}  Olivw  Ev^ns 
about  his  invention  of  the  hopper  boy,  and  owe  wa& 
made  by  this  affirmant  according  to  his  [the  said 
Oliver  Evans’], plan  ; and  another  was  put  up  accord- 
ing to  the  same  plan  in  the  mill  of  said  Marshall 
and  Stroud,  and  were  found  to  ansWej*  better  than 
any  oilier  invention  or  machinery  that  had  ever  been 
previously  discovered  or  made  according  to  the  best, 
of  this  affirmant’s  knowledge  and  bcljct,  or  has  since 
been  discovered  to  the  best  of  Ids  knowledge  ; it  be- 
ing the  same  wow  in  general  use.  The  affirmant  fur- 
ther solemnly  declares  that  from  Ids  own  knowledge 
and  observation,  and  from  all  that  he  lias  heard  from 
others  on  the  subject,  he  verily  believes  Oliver  Evans 
was  the  first  inventor  of  both  the  elevator  and  the 
hopper  bov  now  in  common  use  in  mills  for  manu- 
facturing flour  from  wheat ; and  that  he  so  believed 
at  the  time  he,  the  affiimant,  was  making  such  ma- 
chinery in  the  year  1784  or  1785  above  mentioned  ;• 
as  the  first  idea  Or  notion  of  the  same,  was  derived 
from  him,  the  said  Oliver  Evans.  The  affirmant 
further  savs,  that  the  invention  of  the  elevator  and 
hopper  boy,  with  other  improvements  in  making*  ■ 
flour,  for  which  the  plaintiff  has  a patent,  in  his  opi- 
nion saves  one  half  the  labor  which  otherwise  would 
be  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  milling  business  ; 
and  also  are  causes  of  great  saving,  and  do  the  work 
better  than  could  be  done  by  manual  labor,  in  the 
mode  practised  before  such  inventions.  That  he 
hath  known  Oliver  Evans  ever  since  his  inventions 
aforesaid,  and  was  acquainted  with  the  first  trials 
and  experiments  of  such  inventions  in  said  Marshall 
and  Stroud’s  mill,  and  knows  a great  number  of 
! mills  in  which  they  are  used,  and  that  his  [the  said 
Oliver  Evans’]  claim  to  the  originality  of  said  inven- 
tions was  never  disputed  in  the  neighborhood  where 
they  were  so  first  tried,to  this  affirmant’s  knowledge, 
nor  else  where,  that  this  affirmant  knows  of,  until 
the  cases  now  under  trial. 

(Signed)  JAMES  STROUD. 

, . Affirmed  and  signed  before  me,  this  30th 

(l.  s.)  November,  1812*  Samuel  Stehett, 
JVot,  Pub.  Baltimore. 


9th.  Edw.  Marshall,  of  New-Ca  stl  ec ounty , 
state  of  Delaware,  being  solemnly  affirmed  to 
speak  the  truth,  declares  and  says,  that  he  is 
about  forty-eight  yoars  of  age,  and  was  instruc- 
ted in  the  business  of  a miller  in  early  life,  and 
pursued  the  same  generally  as  his  profession : 
that  about  the  years  1785  or  1786,  this  affirm- 
ant’s father  asked  this  affirmant  what  b© 
thought  of  a machine  that  would  take  up  the 
flour  as  fast  as  it  was  ground,  to  which  this 
affirmant  answered  that  he  thought  it  impos- 
sible; when  affirmant’s  father  replied  that 
Oliver  Evans  said  he  had  invented  such  a 
machine.  He  says  this  was  the  first  time  he 
ever  heard  of  the  elevator;  that  about  this 
time  James  Stroud,  who  rented  the  lower  mill 
of  William  and  James  Marshall,  and  near  to 
the  mill  of  affirmant’s  father,  said  that  he  had 
found  out  the  principle  of  the  elevator,  and 
supposed  it  to  be  Oliver  Evans’  plan,  and  this 
affirmant  assisted  in  making  one  according  to 
such  discovery  ; that  at  first  it  did  not  work 
well,  but  it  was  altered  so  as  to  answer  bet- 
ter. The  affirmant  says  that,  after  making 
j suck  elevator,  Samuel  Stroud  invented  a hop’ 
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perboy,  which  on  trial  did  not  answer  thci 
intended  purpose.  That  this  affirmant  then 
altered  the  machinery  of  said  Samuel  Stroud* 
but  still  it  would  not  answer  all  the  purposes 
required,  although  much  improved  ; he  says 
that  he  never  saw  a perfect  hopperboy  before 
Oliver  Evans’  plan,  and  he  verily  believes,  as 
he  always  hath  done,  that  the  said  Oliver  Evans 
is  the  original  and  true  inventor  of  the  hopper- 
boy  now  commonly  in  use  ; and  he  also  be- 
lieves that  said  Oliver  Evans  is  the  first  inven- 
tor of  the  elevator,  now  likewise  in  common 
u.se  in  mills  for  manufacturing  flour.  The  af- 
firmant further  says,  that  his  father  paid  to 
Oliver  Evans  a certain  sum  for  the  privilege 
of  using  his  elevator  and  hopperboy,  in  the 
lower  mill  belonging  to  his  said  father,  the  re- 
ceipt for  which  now  is,  or  lately  was,  in  the 
possession  of  this  affirmant’s  brother. 

(Signed)  EDWd.  MARSHALL. 

Affirmed  and  signed  before  me  the 
(l.  s.)  10th  of  November,  181.2. 

SAMl.  STERETT,  Not.  Pub. 

Baltimore. 


10th.  The  following  certificate  was  furnished 
to  0.  Evans , without  his  previous  know- 
ledge or  request , but  from  the  spontaneous 
motion  of  the  persons  who  signed  it,  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  some  inadver- 
tent expressions  zvhich  had  been  drawn 
from  them , by  the  persons  named  in  it.  It 
has  been  affirmed  to  by  Mr.  James  Stroud 
in  Philadelphia , in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Edward  Marshall. 

Staunton , New-Castle  county , Del. 

January  22, 1813. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  on  the  5th  day  of 
January  instant,  Isaac  M;Pherson,  Samuel 
Stroud  and  T nomas  Wetherspoon  called  on 
us  to  certify  that  Samuel  Stroud’s  statements 
of  the  mill  machinery  was  correct,  and  pre- 
pared a certificate  for  us  to  sign  ; which  after 
some  alterations,  we  did  sign,  but  it  being 
done  in  too  much  haste,  and  not  knowing 
what  use  it  was  to  be  put  to,  we  were  not  so 
particular  as  we  should  have  been  ; and  upon 
more  deliberate  consideration,  since  we  got 
a copy  of  our  certificate  annexed  to  Samuel 
Stroud’s  statements,  we  find  some  points  not 
agreeable  to  our  minds,  which  we  beg  leave 
to  correct  to  prevent  injustice  from  taking 
place.  4 

In  the  first  place  it  appears  lii  Samuel 
Stroud’s  statements,  that  “Oliver  Evans  call- 
ed at  the  mill  to  see  it,  and  said  that  he  had 
planned  in  his  head  a similar  set we  de- 
clare that  Oliver  Evans  had  said  that  such  a 
thing,  as  to  hoist  the  meal  as  fast  as  the  mill 
ground  it,  to  convey  it  about  the  mill,  cool, 
ckc.  eo  ild  be  done,  and  he  could  do  jt ; this 
he  said  before  James  Stroud  made  the  disco- 
very of  the  elevator,  from  the  screen  strap, 


and  before  any  hopperboy  was  made  by  Sa- 
muel Stroud  or  Edward  Marshall;  which 
we  do  not  consider  to  be  on  the  same  princi- 
ple ; neither  will  it  answer  the  same  purpose 
as  Evans’  hopperboy  : W e do  firmly  believe, 
and  it  always  appeared  to  be  the  belief  of 
William  Marshall,  deceased,  that  Oliver 
Evans  was  the  first  inventor,  and  that  we  lit 
on  it  from  his  saying  that  it  could  be  done, 
and  that  he  could  do  it.  For  any  thing  else  we 
refer  to  our  depositions,  given  in  Baltimore, 
which  are  correct ; we  could  not  obtain  a copy 
of  Samuel  Stroud’s  statements  and  our  cer- 
tificate, until  yesterday,  or  we  would  have 
wrote  sooner. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  MARSHALL* 
JAMES  STROUD* 

A true  copy  from  the  original,  duly 

(i„  s.)  examined  and  compared, 

BENJ.  NONES,  Not.  Pub. 

Philadelphia. 

11.  The  subscriber,  unsolicited  by,  and  un- 
known to  Oliver  Evans,  feels  it  due  to  truth 
and  justice  to  state  his  recollections  of  the 
mill  machinery.  He  well  remembers  when 
at  the  Brandywine  mills , they  used  to  hoist 
the  flour  from  the  lower  story  to  the  loft,  in 
large  buckets  or  tubs,  filled  by  shovels  from 
the  chests  into  which  the  flour  fell  from  the 
mill-stones — he  hasalso  frequently  seen  aman 
employed  at  these  mills  in  heaping  the  flour 
over  the  hopper  to  let  it  pass  into  the  bolting 
cloth  below.  Born  in  the  neighborhood  o ¥ 
these  mills,  and  passing  his  infancy  and  youth 
at  Wilmington , within  half  a mile  of  them  , 
and  going  there  to  swim  and  to  skate,  as  well 
as  for  other  juvenile  amusements,  the  place 
presenting  delightful  advantages  for  their  en- 
joyment, he  has  passed  through  those  mills, 
or  some  of  them,  many  hundred  times,  before 
and  since  the  improvements  were  introduced. 
His  young  mind  was  much  pleased  to  observe 
the  little  buckets  ( the  elevator,)  supplying  the 
place  of  the  large  one,  above  alluded  to  ; 
and  he  tvas  much  amused  to  see  the  labors  ct* 
the  hopperboy , that  spread,  cooled  and  collect- 
ed the  meal, without  manual  labor,  to  the  spot 
where  it  was  wanted;  nor  was  he  less  agreea- 
bly surprised  at  the  operation  of  the  conveyor, 
that,  while  it  cooled  the  flour,  passed  it  on  to 
the  place  where  the  elevator  c a tight  it.  He 
also  recollects  to  have  heard  it  stated  that  the 
introduction  of  this  machinery  would  throw 
more  than  twenty  persons  out  of  employ  at 
Brandywine — and  always  understood  that 
these  innovations  on  the  old  mode  of  ma- 
nufacturing flour,  were  made  by  Oliver 
Evans. 

While  writing  the  above  an  old  schoolmate 
is  at  my  elbow,  who  has  precisely  the  same 
recollections  Neither  of  us  pretend  to  know 
that  Oliver  Evans  really  invented  those 
tlfings;  but  are  very  certain  that  common 
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fame  gave  him  the  credit  of  them  at  the  time 
they  were  introduced  at  the  Brandywine 
mills. 

IL  NILES, 

Editor  of  the  Register . 

Baltimore,  Feb.  10, 1813. 


Estimate  of  Profits. 

FROM  THE  FREEMAN’S  JOURNAL. 

On  the  trial  of  a cause  in  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  Maryland  district, 
Baltimore,  December  3d,  1812,  Oliver  Evans 
was  plaintiff,  Samuel  Robinson  defendant, 
which  continued  four  days — one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  damages  were 
recovered  by  the  plaintiff. 

It  was  proved  by  the  witnesses,  that  Evans’ 
invention  and  improvements  in  the  art  of 
manufacturing  flour,  not  only  caused  a saving 
of  full  one  half  of  the  labor  of  attendance, 
but  manufactured  the  flour  better,  and  made 
about  twenty-eight  pounds  of  superfine  flour 
more  to  each  barrel  of  flour  than  is  made  in 
the  old  way,  equal  at  least  to  fifty  cents  gain 
to  the  miller  on  each  barrel  manufactured, 
besides  various  other  profits  and  advantages. 

In  the  old  way,  one  miller  for  every  ten 
barrels  manufactured  per  day  was  at  least  re- 
quired ; with  these  improvements,  one  miller 
for  every  twenty  barrels  is  sufficient,  there- 
fore for  every  twenty  barrels  manufactured 
per  day  one  hand  is  saved. 

Ellicott’s  mills  on  Gvrin’s  Falls, 
two  miles  from  Baltimore,  with 
mght  pair  of  seven  feet  mill- 
stones, make  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  barrels  per  day, 
which  divided  by  20  give  16^ 
hands  saved,  their  wages  and 
board  rated  at  three  hunded  dol- 
lars per  year  each,  is  ^1,875 

325  barrels  per  day,  say  for  only 
two  hundred  days  per  year  is, 

65,000  barrels  per  year,  which  at 
fifty  cents  gain  each  barrel,  as 
proved  by  the  witnesses,  is  32,500 

Total  gain  by  the  use  of  the  im- 
provements in  these  mills  per 
year  .....  40,375 

Ellicott’s  mills  at  Patapsco,  make 
185  barrels  per  day,  and  by  the 
same  rule  of  calculation,  their 


gain  by  the  improvements  per 
year  is  . . . . . 21,275 

They  (Eliicotts)  have  other  mills 
near  Baltimore,  making  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels 
per  day,  the  gain  in  them  is  . 28,750 

Total  gained  by  the  Eliicotts  neat 
Baltimore,  by  the  use  of  these 
improvements  in  one  year,  is  92,400 

They  will  have  the  benefits  for  the 

whole  patent  term,  14  years  . 1,293,600 

Elisha  Tyson  has  used  the  im- 
provements for  twenty-two  years, 
making  seventy  barrels  of  flour 
per  day,  his  gain  lias  been  in 
that  time  . . , 180,400 

This  shews  the  great  value  of  labor-saving 
useful  improvements,  and  how  those  gain  that 
first  begin  to  use  them.  Although  a part  of 
the  gains  may  have  found  the  way  to  the  hand 
of  the  farmer  and  the  consumer,  yet  it  is  evi- 
dent that  neither  of  the  Eliicotts  would  ac- 
cept the  above  sums,  stated  to  be  yearly  gain- 
ed, if  tendered  to  them  to  abandon  the  use  of 
the  improvements,  and  continue  the  milling 
business,  as  usual. 

It  shews  also,  that  those  who  have  refused 
to  use  said  improvements  have  suffered  great 
loss,  the  profits  of  their  labors  have  went  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  have  used  them. 

Those  great  improvements  were  at  first 
given  away  by  the  inventor,  with  his  thanks 
to  those  who  would  take  them  gratis  to  shew 
their  utility. 

He  now  demands,  as  compensation,  about 
one-eighth  part  of  the  sum  the  miller  gains 
in  one  year  by  their  use,  or  the  gum  saved  in 
wages  and  board  alone,  in  one  year,  for  K- 
cense  to  use  them  during  his  patent  term. 
Perhaps  there  never  was  an  instance  of  such 
low  charges  for  so  great  a patented  improve- 
ment. 


£#»For  full  information  on  the  arts  of 
building  mills,  and  manufacturing  flour,  with 
particular  description  of  the  most  improved 
mill  machinery,  see  Oliver  Evans’  book  enti- 
tled, “The  Young  Mill- Wright's  and  Miller’s 
Guide.” 


***  For  further  information  on  Steam  and 
Steam  Engines,  see  Oliver  Evans’  book  enti- 
tled “The  Abortion  of  the  Young  Steam  En- 
gineer’s Guide.” 


P 
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